AS.SOCIATION OF METHODIST HISTORICAL
SOCIETIES ANNOUNCES ANNUAL PRIZE OF
$1,500 AND GRANTS-IN-AID OF $1,000
Early in its planning for the Bicentennial Celebration in 1966,
the Association of Methodist Historical Societies decided that it
ought to inaugurate an annual prize or a scholarship which would
encourage study, writing, and publishing in the field of Methodist
history.
A committee composed of Frederick A. Norwood, Chairman,
Robert J. Bull, William R. Cannon, Don W. Holter, and Harvey W.
Potthoff, all of them teachers in our Methodist theological seminaries, was appointed. The committee recommended the following
procedures which were approved by the General Bicentennial Committee. The Association has included $2,500 in its budget for the new
fiscal year beginning June 1 to implement the program.
1. A prize of $1,500 to be known as the Jesse Lee Prize (because
Lee wrote the first History of American Methodism) will be awarded
each year for the best book-length manuscript submitted to the Association's Scholarship Committee. The manuscript must deal with
some aspect of the history of American Methodism, and it must be
in final form, properly annotated, suitable for publication. The prize
is designed as a subsidy to assist the author in publication in a form
acceptable to the Association. To be considered for the prize this
year, manuscripts must be in the office of the Association, Lake
Junaluska, N. C., not later than October 1, 1966.
2. Small grants-in-aid, not to exceed $200, for specific projects
for historical research in American Methodism carried on in connection with a degree program of one of our seminaries, will be made
each year.
The public announcement of this prize and grants-in-aid program
was made in Baltimore on April 21 at the Historical Association
Luncheon attended by some 450 people. Present were: Most of the
members of the Executive Committee of the Association of Methodist Historical Societies, the Presidents of the five Jurisdictional
Historical Associations, some 60 Presidents of Annual Conference
Historical Societies, and scores of other people interested in Methodist history. It was a great gathering of persons responsible for
conserving, writing, and disseminating Methodist history.
The above announcements do not cover all the details in the plan
for awarding a prize and grants-in-aid. For application fo1"n1s and
other information write the Association office, Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina.

HISTORICAL PAPERS READ AT BALTIMORE TO BE PUBLISHED
The genuine interest in the 19 historical papers read at Baltin10re
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on April 22 and 23 was gratifying. Many in attendance inquired if
the papers would be published. To ascertain the interest in a book
containing the papers, pencils and pads were placed at the entrances
to the Civic Center with signs telling people to sign their names and
addresses and that they would be advised of the price of the book.
Some 600 persons signed.
As this is written (May 15) a few of the papers are not in the office
at Lake Junaluska; the writers have told us that they must revise
and perfect their work before it is ready for the printer. The Association will initiate publication of the papers as soon as reasonably
possible.

News in Brief
The Rev. Jalnes C. Skinner, Pastor of Louisiana Memorial Church,
Opelousas, Louisiana, writes that the Methodist society in Opelousas
was organized in 1806. It was the first Methodist society in Louisiana,
and he believes that it is the oldest west of the Mississippi River.
The circuit rider who forlned the society was Elisha W. Bowlnan;
he was sent to Louisiana by Bishops Asbury and Whatcoat. On
January 6, 1847, the Louisiana Annual Conference organized and
held its first n1.eeting in the Opelousas Methodist Church. The
present church edifice in Opelousas was erected in 1955. In keeping
with its historical significance, its nalne was changed at that tilne to
Louisiana Melnorial Methodist Church.

. _.

The first Maryland State I-listorical Road Marker in the City of
Baltilnore has been placed just outside the Mount Olivet Cemetery,
2930 Frederick Avenue. In this CelTIetery lie buried SOlne 200
Methodist preachers, alnong thelTI four of the early bishops of the
church-Francis Asbury, Enoch George, John Elnory, and Beverly
Waugh. An10ng the preachers buried there are Robert Strawbridge
and. Jesse Lee, founders of Methodisl11. in Maryland and New England, respectively. The historical Inarker was dedicated on March
27, the Sunday nearest March 31 which was the 150th anniversary
of the death of Bishop Asbury.

. _.

The Alexandria District of the Virginia Annual Conference, Dr.
I-Iarry W. Backhus III, superintendent, sponsored a service COlnInelnorating the 150th anniversary of the death of Francis Asbury.
The service was held April 3, 3: 30, at the site of the George Arnold
I-louse near Fredericksburg, where Asbury died on March 31, 1816.
President N 01'11.1an L. Trott, Wesley Theological Selninary, delivered
the address.

._.
The Executive COInI11.ittee of the Association of Methodist I-listorical Societies 11.1et in the Lovely Lane Methodist Museu11.1, Balti1110rC, Maryland, April 25, 1966. The C01111nittee spent considerable
tilne appraising the Bicentennial Celebration \vhich had just closed
the evening before. The 111ain concern \vas to find S011.1e \vay to
cnrry out to the Annual Conferences and the local churches the
ilnpact of the inspiration felt by the cro\\Tds \vho can1e to Baltin10re.
The rest-une prepared by Winston Taylor of Methodist Infonnation
and the Executive Secretary is available, and so is a fourteen-lninute
cloClllnentary tape arranged by TRAFCO.
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Mr. Edwin L. Jones, Charlotte, North Carolina, who has been
treasurer of the Association for the past three years, submitted his
resignation. The Committee expressed gratitude for the excellent
service rendered by Mr. Jones and accepted his resignation with
regret. Mr. Charles B. Way, Waynesville, N. C., was elected as the
new treasurer, effective June 1, 1966.

. _.

Dr. Walter N. Vernon, Editorial Division, General Board of Education, Nashville, Tennessee, has written a brief article entitled,
"Look in Your Attic or Trunk." He encourages people to gather and
conserve the materials which are sources for the writing of Methodist history. Dr. Henry M. Bullock, General Secretary of the
Editorial Division, writes that he is publishing Dr. Vernon's article
in Bible Teacher for Adults, Workers with Youth, The Church
School, and The Christian Home. We commend these brethren on
writing and circulating this timely paper.

. _.

The Rev. Kenneth S. Jones, Director of Washington Area Methodist Information and Chairman of the "Saddlebags East" Project
of the Bicentennial Celebration, has been commissioned by Abingdon Press to prepare the story of the circuit riders who participated
in the Project. The title of the book will be "T'welve Came Riding,"
and it will come from the press in the early fall.

