Book Reviews
Evers, Joseph Calvin: The History of the Southern Illinois Conference.
Southern Illinois Conference Historical Society, 1964. ($3.00)
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I have heard it said that "History is but the lengthening shadows of
great men." This book by Dr. Evers draws largely on the Journals
of the Annual Conferences of Illinois Methodism to portray a history that
began when Joseph Ogle organized the first Methodist Class in Southern
illinois in 1793.
The book recounts the passionate attempts of dedicated men like Peter
Cartwright, William McKendree, Jesse Walker, Peter Akers, Samuel
Thompson, and others to plant the seeds of Methodist faith and practice
firmly in the soil of frontier Illinois. It shows that there were failures
and successes, and there were conflicts and controversies.
The issues which the Church now faces: the attitude of the people toward the Negro; the changing social and economic structures and conditions; the education of the clergy; the shortage of ministers; the changing concepts of Christian mission-all are vividly seen in the history
recorded in the book.
The book helps one to gain perspective for understanding the present
in the light of the unfolding past and thus prepares one to aid wisely in
charting the future. To some who are familiar with the history of the
Southern Illinois Conference, this volume may appear to deal sununarily
with some important matters, not giving them as full treatment as they
deserve. But it should be borne in mind that this is not an exhaustive
treatise; it is rather a synoptic view of the history of a conference which
through its congregations and through a surprisingly large number of
men has exerted great influence on its region.
The book contains well-documented historical data. It should be in the
library of every person who knows and loves Southern Illinois and who
appreciates the great contribution which Methodism has made in this
area and beyond.
This reviewer wishes that the author had been a bit more careful in
his evaluation of the history and a little more perspicacious in his conclusions as to how the men and movements of the past have affected the
present. Perhaps this is a task for some writer in the next generation and
who will view the history with a longer lens.
-CLYDE FuNKHOUSER, D.D., Superintendent
East St. Louis District
Lebanon, Illinois

Kirkpatrick, Dow, ed., The- Doctrine of the Church. New York, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1964. 215 pp. ($3.00)
Critics of Methodism often charge that our denomination is "long" on
programs for the church but "short" on a doctrine of the church. We are
well aware that many early Methodists shied away from such doctrine,
but the modern movements toward church unity force us to such a consideration. The Doctrine of the Church is a fascinating symposium ad-
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dressed to the question, "Does Methodism have a doctrine of the church?"
While none of the essays answers the question directly, the authors critically exalnine the biblical and historical bases for such doctrine.
The eleven papers were originally presented at Oxford, England, under
the sponsorship of the World Methodist Council. The authors form a starstudded list of scholars both British and American. Their very nalnes
ought to invite reading of the boole Albert C. Outler, C. II. Dodd, C. K.
Barrett, E. Gordon Rupp, Robert E. Cushman, Herbert J. Cook, Philip
S. Watspn, A. Raymond George, Gerald O. McCulloh, Frederic Greeves,
and F. Thomas Trotter.
The book comlnends itself to us in several other ways. This reviewer
feels that the studies serve as a yardstick against which his own ministry
and church nlight be Ineasured; and in that spirit he recolTIlnends it to
every parish minister. Moreover it has particular relevance in these days
as a changing Methodism struggles to defme the mission of the church. It
also furnishes some guide lines as we Methodists try awkwardly to
find our place in the eculnenical nlovement without surrendering that distinctive contribution Methodism can make to the whole. Indeed, one author, discussing "The Discipline of Life in Early Methodism," suggests
that the awareness of the responsibility for the disciplined life through
the Inany and varied means of grace may be the unique contribution we
can make to ecumenical Christianity. This gives heart to those of us
who have been tempted to lighten such emphases in the bland and
broad Christianity we so often offer.
Every pastor will find a veritable gold-mine of preaching material in
these pages. Likewise there is much which commends itself to study
by the serious-minded layman. Any church which has a special study
group of laymen should seriously consider this book as a possible text
for a class on the church.
Finally, one cannot escape the conviction that these essayists had a
glorious time preparing and presenting these studies. The profound
scholarship appears on every page, but also a wholesome good humor
, and whole-hearted love of the church pervades the whole.
-JOHN C. MONTGOMERY, JR.
Minister, Union Methodist Church
Saint Louis, Missouri
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Gerald F. Moede: The Office of Bishop in Methodism, Abingdon
Press, 1965. $6.50.
By writing a doctoral thesis at the University of Basil, in Switzerland, Gerald F. Moede, an American pastor, has placed world Methodism in his debt, as he has compiled and interpreted the facts about episcopal Methodism. Never before have all the pertinent facts been gathered
in one place and used as a launching-pad for predictions about the future.
Whether one agrees with those predictions is another nlatter.
With painstaking care, the author outlines the history of the Methodist
episcopacy from its origin in the scholarly ll1ind of J olm Wesley. Attention to the effectiveness of the "native American" viewpoint proceeds to an analysis of the differences between the "broad interpretation"
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of the episcopacy in the North and West and the "strict interpretation" in
the South.
The close connection with ,American democracy is everywhere apparent, as Methodisln wrestles with problems of lay representation in
Annual and General Conferences. Differences between American and
British Methodisln are traced, vvith the plain-as-a-pikestaff evidence
that these differences are more than theology. The growth of the idea
that the episcopacy is an office and riot an order is footnoted with many
quotations, and the struggle between prophetic and pa~toral concepts of
the ministry comes in for frequent reference.
It is when the author gets to the eculnenical aspects of Methodist life
and the part that Methodists can play in the reunion and renewal of
the churches that he becomes lyrical. I wish that he had given more attention to the renewal of the Clrristian lnovement, and Methodism's
unique contribution to that renewal, but I am Sl. rely ready to grant
the responsibility of the bishops in this God-given task. Most of the
episcopal leaders I know are alert and alive to all this, and not concerned about prerogatives.
-T. OTTO NALL
Resident Bishop, Minneapolis Area
The Methodist -Church

Norwood, Frederick A., The Development of Modern Christianity
Since 1500. Abingdon, 1964. ($1.95)
Just recently Abingdon Press has issued a paperback edition of this
1956 history of the lnodern church. It is an excellent companion volume,
by Methodist authorship, to Dean Willialn R~ Cannon's The Histo?·y of
Ch?·istianity in the Middle Ages. H~opefully, Abingdon will make this
latter volume available to us in an inexpensive paperback cover.
The book is popularly written so as to be useful among laylnen as well
as students. Though not as detailed and thorough as J. H. Nichols' History of Christianity, 1650-1950, the Norwood book is' better organized
and consequently lnore useful as a text or casual survey of our o\vn
era. The first chapters quickly review the early and lnedieval periods as
background for the discussion ot the 16th century Reformation and
subsequent developn1ent to 1955. The story of Protestant and Roman
•
Catholic institutional change, the missionary outreach of western Christianity and the growth of the younger churches is told. The non-eastern
developn1ent of the Orthodox Churches is given its usual skin1py treatment in a section apart from the chronological treatn1ent of the \vestern
church.
Thankfully, the book points to the significant political and econolnic
impact of Christianity upon western society though no cOlnparable treatment is given to such relationships in the nOn-\\Testern \\Torld. Missing
from the book is the relationship b~tween Christianity and the arts. The
history of Christian thought is also covered in a minilnal \~lay. But one
understands the difficulty the historian of these crucial five centuries
faces in covering major ideas and events in a short volu111e of lnanageab1e size. For the study of the Inodern period, ll1any schools ,\Till \\Tant
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to use Norwood's helpful survey as a text with collections of primary
source materials as a necessary corollary.
-LYCURGUS M. STARKEY, JR.
Saint Paul School of Theology Methodist
5110 Cherry St., Kansas City, Mo. 64110

Loofbourow, Leon L., Steeples Among the Sage. Lake Park Press
(California~Nevada Annual Conference), 1964. (Paperback, $2.50)
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Published as a Centennial story of Nevada's churches, this book undertakes to give an account of the impact of the various denominations. Baptist, Episcopalian, Jewish, Methodist, Mormon, Presbyterian, and
Roman Catholic-in Nevada from 1864 to 1964.
The title of the volume is unique and arresting. Referring to the coritent, it is not possible for the author to devote much space to anyone
denomination when he is covering the history of seven in a book of 150
pages.
Dr. Loofbourow explains the moral situation in Nevada in the twentieth century, and shows that the churches in the state are concerned
about it. The churches are aware that gambling, prostitution, and easy
divorce are indications of moral decay. They are opposed to these evils,
and they work for moral sanity in the social order.
The author notes that First Methodist Church, Reno, has a "Minister of
Marriage" whose responsibility is to officiate at weddings. Wedding fees
are used to pay this preacher's salary and cover the cost of literature on
marriage and the home which is given to brides and grooms. The surplus,
if any, goes to a church extension fund which is used to establish new
churches and to support the Wesley Foundation at the University of
Nevada. The surplus has run as high as $9,000 in one year. Similar plans
for handling wedding fees have been adopted by the First Baptist Church
and the Federated Church in Reno, and by the First Methodist Church
in Carson City, Nevada.
The book shows that Dr. Loofbourow gathered much interesting material as he delved into the history of the State of Nevada. However, in
his attempt to make full use of his sources, he includes some items
which are irrelevant. In some places the writing is well done; in others it
leaves something to be desired.
-ROBERT W. LIND, President
Montana Conference Historical Society

Vernon, Walter N., William Stevenson, Riding Preacher. Dallas:
Southern Methodist University Press, 1964. xiii, 78 p. $1.45 (paper).
This pleasantly written little volume deals competently with the life and
accomplishments of one of the admittedly lesser figures of Western lVIethodism. Yet it is well worth doing, and it obviously brought the author
much pleasure on both research and writing.
The details of Stevenson's life, told in eight short chapters, give little
to distinguish him from thousands of his contemporaries. Indeed, he is
mentioned but once in The History of American Methodism (1964). Of
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north-Ireland ancestry, he was born at Ninety-Six, South Carolina, in
1768. Married to a woman of Irish descent, he sired eleven children, lived
on several successive frontiers from Virginia to Louisiana, and prospered modestly at farming and related business ventures. He early overcame the Baptist tendencies of his kin and neighbors, finding in the doctrines and especially in the practices of Methodism the Christian nurture he sought.
Apparently licensed to preach as early as 1802, Stevenson was a local
preacher until 1815, when he joined the Tennessee Annual Conference.
He served circuits and districts in Missouri and Arkansas, having moved
to the former territory in 1809 and to the latter probably in 1817. In the
Missouri years he was associated with Stephen F. Austin, and one of his
appointments in the region west of the Red River found him "without
reasonable doubt" the first Protestant to preach on Texas and Oklahoma
soil. He served in the first Arkansas territorial legislature. In 1825 he
moved to northern Louisiana, again filling appointments as "riding
preacher" (his phrase) and presiding elder. Superannuated in 1832, he
helped on several circuits in later years, dying in 1857 at nearly ninety.
His descendants, direct and collateral, have been prominent in Texas, and
have included Coke Stevenson (governor, 1941-1947).
Dr. Vernon, who is editor of general publications for the General
Board of Education in Nashville, has successfully attempted to provide
an accurate account which is as thorough as possible. The words "probably" and "undoubtedly" appear frequently, nevertheless. Dr. Vernon
used a commendable variety of sources, including the Gene1'al Minutes,
articles and reminiscences from several Christian Advocates, manuscripts, county records, and newspaper files, Six items from the manuscript sources are represented among the illustrations, While a formal
bibliography is lacking, references in the backnotes and in the text
are sufficiently complete. The index, largely of proper nalnes, serves the
purpose. Bishop Willialn C. Martin has provided a useful foreV\ 70rd. Proofreading errors are almost non-existent. The booklet is handsome, though
the paper binding shows signs of early fatigue.
Dr, Vernon is to be commended for his industry in ascertaining the
significant facts about one of the Southwest's pioneer Methodists. Likewise, the historical societies of the five annual conferences in Texas deserve our gratitude for supporting the publication of the \vork.
-THEODORE

L.

ACNEV{

Professor of History
Oklahon1a State University

