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A. B. Lawson, John Wesley and the Christian Ministry. London: S. P. 
C. K., 1963, 210 pp., 30s. ($4.20). 

John Wesley's views of the ministry are much in the news today, 
owing partly to the English merger talks between Anglicans and Meth- 
odists and partly to the changing form of the American Methodist minis- 
try. Lawson's book therefore is timely. 

The author undertakes to review the whole background of Wesley's 
thought on this subject, beginning with the period before Aldersgate. He 
emphasizes 1746, the year he read Peter King's Enquiry, as a turning 
point. Chap. iii, in fact, in which he makes a careful analysis of this work 
and the Irenicum of Edward Stillingfleet, is the most valuable part of the 
book. He does not pass judgment on the accuracy of interpretations of 
the early church; but he does candidly define the degree to which these 
books influenced Wesley. He deals with the problems of field preaching, 
lay preaching, and the ordinations. Incidentally, he gives support to the 
action taken at the American Methodist General Conference of 1964-in 
eliminating the "order" of deacon. 

Lawson, not surprisingly, is weaker in his interpretation of the Amer- 
ican context. He overlooks some of the finer points, such as the "leaving 
Wesley's name off the Minutes" and the early use of the term "bishop" 
in the 1785 Minutes. Occasionally he fails to make himself clear (as in 
his use of the term "bishop" on p. 151, and in the curious statement on 

> > p. 174 that "Wesley knew nothing of ordination. . . . -unless "Wes- 
leyans" be meant). His discussion of Coke (pp. 151-53) ignores Wesley's 
own understanding of a "scriptural bishop" as leader of a movement. 

Finally, the book properly emphaizes throughout the central factor 
in the Wesleyan doctrine of the ministry. "What is the end of all ecclesi- 
astical order?" asks Wesley himself. "Is it not to bring souls from the 
power of Satan to God?" 

FREDERICK A. NORWOOD 
Garrett Theological Seminary 

Parris, John R., John Wesley's Doctrine of the Sacraments. The Ep- 
worth Press, 1963. 

The theology of John Wesley continues to evoke a renewed considera- 
tion by Methodist scholars around the world. This book by John Parris, 
an Australian Methodist, began as a B.D. thesis at the Divinity School of 
the University of Chicago under Jaroslav Pelikan. Though the book adds 
nothing essentially to what John Bowmer (The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper in Early Methodism) has already said, it is a blessing for its 
brevity and clarity. Parris shows that Wesley's so-called "High Church 
nonsense" (Tyerman) continued throughout his life. Like Richard 
Hooker, Wesley sought for a via media between the objective grace of 
the catholic tradition and the subjective faith of the protestant tradition. 

In his doctrine of baptism, though somewhat confused to the end, the 
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protestant side of the coin came out on top. Wesley did not reject th.e 
given character of God's initiative in baptism, yet due to the degeneracy 
of the state church of his day (dangerously secure in infant baptism) he 
stressed a conscious experience of regeneration though faith. Wesley's 
theology was often stated in terms of reaction. 

The catholic side of the coin came up heads in the doctrine of the 
Lord's Supper, catholic in the sense of affirming the objective character 
of a "real presence" of Christ in the eucharist. Communicants must be 
believers to some extent of course: the protestant side. Wesley would 
not accept any automatic dispensing of grace nor any corporal presence. 
Yet the Lord's Supper with sermon was recommended as the fully 
balanced diet of Sunday worship. 

Let the casual informalists and the liturgical eccentrics listen: 

For Wesley, there was no contradiction between sacramental and evan- 
gelical religion, as these terms were later formulated. He was both a Catholic 
sacramentalist-if by that is signified a deep attachment and devotion to the 
given forms through which God has promised to convey His grace and in 
which the believer is confirmed in faith and his life sanctified-and a 
revivalist who saw in the Supper a means not only of sanctification but of 
preaching unto conversion and justification. (P. 95) 

Unfortunately reflecting Lutheran or Calvinist direction, Parris still 
looks upon "synergism" as a dirty word, and is reluctant to admit Wes- 
ley's Arminian relations here. As Methodists we may as well accept the 

( L  word and understand Wesley's variety as an evangelical synergism'' 
which sought through prevenient grace to preserve the initiative of God's 
redemptive activity. In other places, Parris depreciates Wesley's role as a 
theologian. In contradiction he admits the mediating role of Wesley's 
thought on the sacraments and shows the unique contribution of Wes- 
ley's thought on prevenient grace. Again, Parris is inaccurate in assum- 
ing that American Methodists have taken the revised Articles of Religion 
as their doctrinal standards in place of Wesley's Standard Sermons and 
the Notes o n  t he  New Testament. 

In summing up Wesley's doctrine Parris applies it to contemporary 
Australian Methodism. He could have been speaking to the sacramental 
ills of American Methodism as well. (1) He calls us to examine our 
heritage so as to dispel "the general vagueness that surrounds the pres- 
ent-day understanding of Baptism." (2) He sees much of Methodism's 
impoverishment of worship as due to the depreciation of the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper to a purely memorialist interpretation and an in- 
frequent inferiority to the "Preaching service." (3) Related to these is 
the practice of Australian and American Methodism to permit unor- 
dained men to administer the sacraments. In the light of this, just what 
does ordination mean? 

If Methodism were to seize bodily Wesley's sacramental orientation 
with further clarification-she might well provide a much needed medi- 
tation between catholic and protestant camps in the ecumenical and 
liturgical renewal of the present day. 
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