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F RATERNIZING among 'United Brethren and Methodists did 
not begin yesterday. It went on in the beginnings of both de- 

nominations, especially between Bishop Asbury and the first three 
United Brethren Bishops, Boelm, Otterbein, and Newcomer. Jacob 
Albright was in the Methodist Church in his early life. (The Ameri- 
can Church History Series, Vol. XII, page 393.) John Hagerty, 
Jacob Gruber, as well as Martin Boehm's son, Henry, were German 
preachers in the Methodist Church. Henry Boehm travelled with 
Bishop Asbury for eight years and is his best historian. A study 
of A-sbury's letters shows that he had a lifetime concern for the 
German-speaking people. He was never able to recruit German 
speaking preachers even though he sighed for them constantly. In 
the beginning of American Methodism there were many German 
names. Philip Embury and Barbara Heck were among these. They 
made Methodist history. 

St. George's Church in Philadelphia is the oldest Methodist 
Church building now in existence in America. It was bought from 
the German Reformed people. In 1779, Robert Strawbridge preached 
at Martin Boehm's. One of Martin Boehrn's converts was Jacob 
Albright. According to Lednum in his Rise of Methodism in Amer- 
ica, pp. 241-242, Albright was a local preacher among the Method- 
ists. Henry Boehm says that Lednum was mistaken in calling 
Albright Peter instead of Jacob. (Boehn, Henry, Reminiscences, 
Historical and Biographical, page 173.) However, Albright decided 
that his work was entirely with the Germans and he came to be 
head of a group which were known as the Albright Methodists. 
Later they became the Evangelical Brethren. Under H e n ~ y  Boehm, 
Dr. Romer of Middletown, Pennsylvania, translated the Methodist 
Discipline into German for the use of the Brethren. On November 
22, 1772, Asbury says in his Journal, "Met with a German minister, 
Mr. Benedict Swope, who heard me preach at both places. We had 
some conversation about .the ordinances administered by Mr. Straw- 
bridge. He advanced some reasons to urge the necessity of them 
and said Mr. Wesley did not do well to hinder us from the admin- 
istration of them." Benedict Swope was an elder in the Reformed 
Congregation at Pipe Creelr, Maryland, as early as 1754. That is 
near the place the Strawbridge movement in the Methodist Church 
began. Swope came under the influence of Strawbridge and Otter- 
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bein, and Swope became a leader in the Brethren movement and 
was a great friend of Francis Asbury. It is well known that Otter- 
bein helped in the ordination of Asbury in 1784. This was at Lovely 
Lane Chapel in Baltimore during the Christmas Conference. As 
early as May 1, 1774, Asbury made the claim "had a friendly inter- 
course with Mr. Otterbein and Mr. Swope, the German Ministers, 
respecting the plan of Church discipline on which they intended to 
proceed. They agreed to imitate our methods as nearly as possible." 

Francis Asbury and Philip William Otterbein were great friends. 
Asbury visited Otterbein repeatedly and often preached in his 
church. On Thursday, March 4, 1814, Asbury says at the Baltimore 
Conference, "by request I discoursed on the character of the angel 
of the Church of Philadelphia, in allusion to P. W. Otterbein-the 
holy, the great Otterbein whose funeral discourse it was intended 
to be. Solemnity marked the silent meeting in the German Church, 
where were assembled the members of our Conference, and many 
of the clergy of the city. Forty years have I known the retiring 
modesty of this man of God; towering majestic above his fellows 
in learning, wisdom, and grace, yet seeking to be known only of God 
and the people of God; he had been sixty years a minister, fifty 
years a converted one." Francis Asbury tried repeatedly to do some- 
thing about the German people. He worked on Bishop McKendree 
to get him to see that this was a most important work. Asbury's 
Letters, Newcomer's Journal, and Berger's History of the Church of 
the  United Brethren of Christ testify to a very deep concern. Berger 
says, "Between Bishop Otterbein and Bishop Asbury there existed 
permanently the strongest bonds of fraternal and Christian fellow- 
ship.. . * 91 ( I  . . . in those earlier years of the United Brethren Church 
preached almost exclusively in the German language while the 
Methodist preachers used, with the rarest exceptions, only the 
English. . . The preaching places of the two churches were open 
for the freest use by the ministers of each, and revival meetings 
were frequently held by the United Brethren and Methodist Min- 
isters together." The converts speaking only the German language 
were usually gathered with the United Brethren, and the English 
with the Methodist Church. This generous practice led to a friendly 
official correspondence commencing in 1809 and extending through 
several years. Correspondence was conducted in part of letters, and 
in part by regular appointed delegates. The leading men of both 
churches were strongly committed to this fraternal attitude. Bishop 
Newcomer enlisted in the cause of this Christilan union. In 1809-14 
a series of official letters, now possessing peculiar historical interest, 
passed between the Methodist and the United Brethren conferences. 
The correspondence is well worth preserving and may be found in 



Stayth's and Lawrence's histories or in David Berger's History of 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, pages 187-192. 

The Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Church was held in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia, jn 1809. Here Asbury had the need for 
-German preachers on his mind. He came in contact with United 
Brethren preachers in that conununity. Christian Newcomer visited 
the conference as did several other United Brethren. This confer- 
ence sent a communication to the United Brethren Church. The 
communication is in Puryear's, History of the United Brethren in 
Christ, page 796. This communication had to do with the exchange 
of pulpits with the United Brethren. The Methodists wanted the 
United Brethren to give them a list of qualified people who might 
be recognized by the Methodists when there was opportunity for 
courteous exchange. The conference advised the United Brethren 
that the list of Methodist preachers was published in the Minutes 
of the Annual Conference. The Methodists urged the United Breth- 
ren not to use any of their preachers unless they were qualified and 
vise versa. The message refers to  the fact that the Methodist 
Discipline was printed in the German language. The communica- 
tion further offered to admit to the class meetings, sacraments, and 
love feasts, the United Brethren who had a certificate of member- 
ship properly signed. In exchange the Methodists were to give a 
list of their people. The communication was signed by Francis 
Asbury and William McKendree, the two bishops of The Methodist 
Church. Christian Newcomer gives us the history of these efforts 
at Union between the two bodies. 

On Sunday, February 14, Enoch George, who later became a 
bishop of the Methodist Church, and Christian Newcomer lodged 
together at the home of G. Hoffman. They rode together to Brother 
Getting's and he says that they had a long conversation respecting 
a closer union between the English and the German brethren. 
Christian Newcomer was at the Harrisonburg Conference. He says 
that there were more than a thousand persons who assembled, and 
there was preaching in English and Geiman. He says, "Henry 
Boehm and Jacob Gruber, and myself, followed him." Newcomer 
speaks of a committee being appointed to hold consultation with 
him to ascertain whether any union could be affected between the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the United Brethren in Christ. A 
committee met and prayed. They were seriously concerned for the 
salvation of souls and the furtherance of the kingdom. Newcomer 
received a resolution from the conference which he was to deliver 
to William Otterbein in Baltimore. He travelled with Asbury and 
several of the preachers to Woodstock. 

Again in April, 1809, Christian Newcomer refers to the matter. 
On April '7, 1809, he had a conversation with William Baker and 
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Nelson Reed, a presiding elder. The conversation turned to the sub- 
ject of "a closer union and harmony of our respected society." 

On May 10, 1809, a Conference of the United Brethren com- 
menced at Christian Herr's in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
Newcomer says: "Different subjects came up for consideration, 
particularly the case of a closer union and fellowship with our 
Methodist Brethren. . . . The brethren resolved to give a friendly 
and brotherly answer to the Methodist conference." The conference 
voted to recognize the suggestion of the Methodists in reference to 
the Lord's Supper. However, Newcomer's Journal says: "In regard 
to other articles it was agreed that we must have longer time to 
think." 

In March, 1810, on the 19th, Newcomer records that the vestry of 
Otterbein's church assembled to receive the communication from 
the Methodist conference. The communication led to a closer union 
between the Methodists and the United Brethren. On April 21, 
1812, Newcomer says that he reached Philadelphia and stayed with 
David Seaman, and at night had a long conversation with Bishop 
Asbury. The Methodist Conference appointed Thomas Ware, Boray, 
and Fox-a committee to "form if possible a closer communion with 
the United Brethren in Christ." The Philadelphia Conference agreed 
to go as far as the Baltimore Conference had gone. They sent a 
written communication to the United Brethren and two members as 
messengers to the annual conference of the United Brethren. On 
May 13, 1812, the United Brethren annual conference convened at 
Schnebly's meeting house in Washington County, Maryland. The 
two representatives from the Philadelphia Conference attended the 
United Brethren Conference and there was great harmony and 
brotherhood. From the reports it was unanimously resolved "to 
maintain the unity existing between the United Brotherhood and 
the English Methodists according to the word of God." 

On August 13,1812, Newcomer was at a Methodist camp meeting 
in Washington County, Pennsylvania. There he met with Bishop 
McKendree, Jacob Gruber, and several other brethren. He had a 
long conversation with Bishop McKendree. He assisted Bishop Mc- 
Kendree in the administration of the Sacrament. On August 4, he 
was at a camp meeting in Fayette County where he met Bishop 
Asbury and Henry Boehm. Newcomer visited with Bishop Asbury 
at Sister Hawthorne's. When he got ready to leave on Sunday he 
says of Bishop Asbury: "This morning I took my leave of this man 
of God; he embraced me in his arms, bid me carry his kind respects 
to Wm. 0 tterbein, his dearly beloved brother." 

On May 13, Christian Newcomer was at the conference at  Herr's. 
Henry Boehm arrived bearing a communication from the Methodist 
Philadelphia Conference. Boehm did not get there until the con- 



ference closed. In the conference there was an exchange of friendly 
letters with the Me-t;hodists. At this conference Christian Newccmer 
was elected superintendent or bishop for one year. A committee 
was set up for union between the Methodists and the United Breth- 
ren, and Christian Newcomer went to the Ohio Methodist Confer- 

- ence at Steubenville. He visited Asbury and they took breakfast 
together. He went with Asbury to the Conference and relayed the 
communication from the United Brethren Conference. He received 
a communication from the Ohio Conference to the United Brethren 
Conference which was to meet in Montgomery County, Ohio. New- 
comer does not say what was in the communication. 

In March, 1814, Christian Newcomer was at the Baltimore Con- 
ference. This conference met in Baltimore. He attended the Con- 
ference and delivered the communication from his conference. On 
the 24th, Newcomer says, "Bishop Asbury preached a funeral dis- 
course for the late William Otterbein from Revelations 3: 10-11." He 
sags this was attended by Methodists, United Brethren, Lutherans, 
Presbyterians, and the Episcopalians. Bishop McKendree closed 
the service with prayer. 

Bishop Newcomer in August, 1814, opened -the Conference and 
says: "Friendly letters were exchanged between the Methodists 
and the United Brethren." On March 22, 1815, Newcomer says that 
he set out for the Methodist Conference in Baltimore. He paid a 
visit to Bishops Asbury and McKendree. He went with them to the 
conference. 

On April 7, 1816, he says, "This morning I visited B i s h o ~  .. Mc- 
Kendree. Asbury was no more." He had died a few days before near 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, on his way to the General Conference. 
In May, 1816, Newcomer attended the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church in Baltimore. He does not say what happened 
there in reference to communications on union. 

We have been unable to find in Newcomer's Journal what hap- 
pened to proposals for union after Asbury's death nor can we find it 
anywhere else. 

The examination of the Letters of Francis Asbury shows that he 
had a continuous burden on his mind for the German people. He 
urged Jacob Gruber to lay out the country for various meetings 
quarterly. "Where there is a German settlement and a prospect, let 
one missionary stay and work until a regular society is formed, and 
given unto the circuit preachers." 

In the same letter telling Gruber what to do about providing 
missionaries for the Germans, Asbury says, "I am your feeble 
Father; and let it be known that one of the grand acts of his life was 
a capitol mission to the American Germans, but lived not to finish 
it, or that the conferences did not see eye to eye with the Bishop in 
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the undertaking or that the missionaries, the men of his choice, 
though well qualified, and of full descent from father and mother, 
and educated in the German language and of sound constitution 
yet would not nobly volunteer; but I hope better things though I 
thus write." 

In the last published letter of Asbury, on March 4,1816, to William 
McKendree, Asbury is again urging German missions. He says they 
must be taken up spiritedly. "I wish the change of Boehm and 
Roberts, because of Henry's usefulness in German." Berger says, 
"It was a cause of profound regret to the United Brethren and 
equally s o  to many Methodists, that the fraternal compact thus 
formed was so soon to be broken after the death of the great soul- 
Asbury." 

An examination of Asbury's letters shows that sixteen of those 
which have been found refer to Asbury's interest in the German 
people. He had a deep sense of regret that he had not been able to 
do more for them. 




