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Korean Methodism began with Robert Samuel Maclay, then the super-
intendent of the Methodist Mission in Japan.  On June 24, 1884, he visit-
ed Korea and sought permission from Korea’s king, Kojong, to establish 
a Methodist mission in Korea.2  The king recognized the country’s needs 
for educational and medical development and allowed Maclay to start the 
mission work.

In 1885, the Board of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church sent the first Methodist missionaries, Dr. William B. Scranton and 
the Rev. Henry G. Appenzeller to Korea.  On February 3, 1885, the two 
missionary couples, along with Mary Scranton, Dr. Scranton’s mother and a 
missionary appointed by the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, boarded 
the steamship Arabic and departed San Francisco for Yokohama, Japan.3 

scranton and “si pyung Won,” the first methodist hospital in Korea

Dr. William Scranton, leaving behind his wife and mother in Japan, left 
for Korea on Tuesday, April 28, 1885, and arrived in Seoul, Korea on May 3.  
The following day Scranton visited Dr. Horace N. Allen, a Presbyterian phy-
sician who came to Korea in 1884.4  Allen was in charge of the Government 
Hospital, which was often known as “The Majesty’s Hospital.”  The King 
of Korea granted Allen a property in early 1885 to establish a western-style 
clinic.  Allen asked Scranton to work with him at the Government Hospital.  
Scranton accepted his offer because he believed that working at the govern-
ment hospital would secure him in the event of any political or national dis-
turbances.  He also considered the opportunity as a “providential opening.”5

1 Portions of his presentation and resulting essay are based upon Rev. Shim’s previously pub-
lished article in Methodist History (“Methodist Medical Mission in Korea,” 46.1 [October 
2007]: 34–46).
2 Ju Sam Ryang, “Dr. R. S. Maclay’s Early Visit to Korea,” The Korea Mission Field 30 (June 
1934):117.  John F. Goucher, a leading member of the Board of the Missionary Society, sent 
a letter dated November 16, 1883, to Maclay and urged him to visit Korea’s king and seek the 
permission from him to start a Methodist Mission.
3 Ella Dodge Appenzeller, “First Arrivals in Korea,” The Korea Mission Field 5 (November 
1909): 188–189.
4 William B. Scranton, to Rev. Dr. John M. Reid, Corresponding Secretary, June 1, 1885, tran-
script in the folder of William Scranton, Missionary Correspondence, 1846–1912, The General 
Commission on Archives and History of the United Methodist Church depository (hereafter 
referred to as GCAH), Madison, New Jersey.  Dr. Scranton marked on the top of this letter as 
“1st letter from Seoul.”
5 William B. Scranton to John M. Reid, June 1, 1885, William Scranton’s Folder, Missionary 
Correspondence, 1846–1912, GCAH, Madison, New Jersey.
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Scranton, however, did not stay long with Allen because he decided to es-
tablish a Methodist dispensary that would serve his original purpose of com-
ing to Korea.  On June 15, 1886, he opened the first Methodist Dispensary, 
consisting of five wardrooms.  The Korean king gave it the name “Si Pyung 
Won,” meaning “the universal relief hospital.” 

As his reputation rose among the residents of Seoul, Scranton’s medical 
work grew exponentially.  During the first year, Scranton treated over 2,000 
patients in the small dispensary.6  Scranton saw the vision of future heal-
ing ministries as a vehicle to evangelize Koreans.  He desired to make the 
Methodist Hospital a healing center for both soul and body.  Scranton estab-
lished an extension of the dispensary at Aogai, outside of the West Gate of 
Seoul.7  He appealed to the Board of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for an increased appropriation for the medical mission 
and the supply of adequate equipment and trained nurses to meet the rising 
demand for hospital care.8 

the start of Women’s medical Work in Korea

Female Methodist physicians also took part in the medical mission in 
Korea. In his early practice of medicine, Dr. Scranton realized that Korean 
women did not want to see (and were instead prohibited from seeing) male 
doctors.  It was against their culture that male physicians examine women.  
Scranton asked the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (hereafter referred to as WFMS) to send a female phy-
sician immediately to Korea.  Scranton’s plea for a female doctor was so 
desperate that his mother, Mary F. Scranton, also wrote to the editor of the 
WFMS journal, Heathen Woman’s Friend: “The doctor [her son William 
Scranton] continues to have calls for medicine for women whom he has not 
seen and whom he cannot see, and he desires to place all such cases in the 
hands of someone who can come in contact with the patient.”9  In response 
to Dr. Scranton’s urgent request, in 1887 the Northwestern Branch of the 
WFMS sent Dr. Meta Howard, a graduate of the Chicago Medical School, as 
the first female physician to Korea.10 

Upon arrival, Dr. Howard established the first woman’s hospital in Korea 

6 William B. Scranton, to John M. Reid, Corresponding Secretary, August 13, 1887, William 
Scranton’s Folder, Missionary Correspondence.
7 Dr. William McGill was in charge of the dispensary, but it was closed in 1890 because of 
“insufficient attendance to warrant the expenditure of time needed to go and come,” The Annual 
Report of the Missionary Society of Methodist Episcopal Church (1891), 273.  See also George 
L. Paik, The History of Protestant Missions in Korea 1832–1910 (Seoul, South Korea: Y.M.C.A. 
Press, 2004), 115. 
8 William B. Scranton, to John M. Reid, August 13, 1887, William Scranton’s Folder, Mission-
ary Correspondence. 
9 “From Correspondence,” The Heathen Woman’s Friend 17 (April 1886): 249.  See also Hyun-
joo Lee Ahn, “Pioneer American Women Missionaries to Korea, 1884–1907,” (Ph.D. diss., Full-
er Theological Seminary, 2004), 238.
10 Dr. Howard graduated from the Chicago Medical School, which later became Northwestern 
University Medical School.  On September 21, 1887, she was sent out to Korea. 
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at Chung Dong, Seoul.  King Kojong appreciated the opening of the wom-
an’s hospital and gave the name, “Po Kyu Nyo Koan,” meaning “house for 
many sick women.”11  For the first time, Korean women had free access to 
medical service without worrying about their ability to pay. 

Dr. Howard’s medical practice was successful from the beginning.  In 
addition to her regular service at the hospital site, she visited many patients 
in their homes, too.  Within less than two years from the opening, she treated 
more than 3,000 cases.12  Unfortunately, after two years of service, Howard 
had to resign from her work due to poor health and returned to America. 

rosetta sherwood Joins the medical Work in Korea

In 1890, the Northwestern Branch of the WFMS sent Dr. Rosetta 
Sherwood to succeed Dr. Howard.13  Sherwood graduated from the Woman’s 
Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1889 and was trained as an intern at 
the Nursery and Child’s Hospital in Staten Island, New York.  She actively 
engaged in mission work at the Roosevelt Street Medical Mission of New 
York, which was connected with the Methodist Deaconess Home, where she 
met her future husband, Dr. William James Hall. 

Shortly after her settlement at Chung Dong Methodist compound, 
Sherwood started working at Po Kyu Nyo Koan.  From the first day of her 
service, Sherwood’s schedule was quite full.  During her first year, Sherwood 
treated nearly 3,000 cases, excluding calls to patients’ homes.14  It was a re-
markable amount of work performed solely by one physician.  Each subse-
quent year, the volume of her work increased significantly.

On June 27, 1892, she and Dr. William James Hall married.  Soon after 
their return from their honeymoon at Chefoo, China, the newlywed couple 
received unexpected news.  On the last day of the Annual Meeting of the 
Methodist Mission, Bishop Willard Mallalieu appointed Dr. William Hall to 
Pyeng Yang (currently the capital of North Korea) for opening a Methodist 
clinic in the city.  Dr. Hall once submitted a report to the Annual Conference 
in which he strongly recommended opening another Methodist clinic in 
Pyeng Yang.  William Hall, however, never thought of himself to carry out 
the task.

The Halls did not like the idea of separation from each other.  They, 
however, quickly accepted it with a positive attitude, “It is all right, we feel 
sure, though it does look hard now.  But surely the Lord is with us.  He goes 

11 “Medical Work in Korea,” The Heathen Woman’s Friend 23 (June 1892): 297.  In gratitude, 
the king sent the hospital his gift of a wooden frame painted in royal colors on which he wrote 
in Chinese the name of the hospital.  It was ready to be hung on the gate of the hospital.  
12 Twentieth Annual Report of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society (1889), 68.
13 Dr. Sherwood Hall sailed for Korea on the steamship Oceanic departing San Francisco on 
September 4, 1890.
14 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, “Woman’s Medical Mission Work in Seoul, Korea,” The Heathen 
Woman’s Friend 25 (July 1893): 14.
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before.”15  The missionary couple had a difficult time as their separation took 
longer months.  Rosetta wrote in her journal on November 7, 1892: “I hardly 
know what to write tonight.  Since I last wrote in my journal, the Doctor has 
come and has gone again.  He was home twelve days, but they went by like 
a dream and now the waiting time has come again.”16  The loneliness of the 
long separation was not easy for her to bear. 

As the medical work for women grew significantly, Dr. Rosetta Hall was 
not able to handle the workload alone without the help of a nurse and a phar-
macist.  Rosetta Hall wrote in the WFMS journal, The Heathen Woman’s 
Friend, of the urgent need for trained nurses and more medical doctors in 
Korea:     

There were no trained Korean helpers to assist in the drug work or nursing, and it 
took a great deal of time to prepare all the needed mixtures, ointments, and powders, 
to take temperatures and pulses of inpatients, and see to the giving of their food and 
medicine regularly, to do all the dressings of ulcers and abscesses, and the many 
other things incident to dispensary and hospital work which do not necessarily need 
to be done by a doctor.17    

Hall started to look for a helper among native girls, but the task was not 
easy because most Korean girls married at young ages following their cus-
tom.  Hall finally was lucky enough to meet a very competent and intelligent 
seventeen-year-old unmarried girl named Esther Kim.18  Esther’s father had 
worked for the Rev. Henry Appenzeller, the first missionary who came to 
Korea.  Appenzeller recommended Esther to Dr. Hall, who instantly hired 
her.  Esther was bright and quickly learned the many routines and simple 
procedures from Dr. Hall. 

The aid of one person, however, was not sufficient to meet the rising 
number of patients.  Dr. Hall wrote the WFMS about the crucial need for 
nurses.  In response to her request, in 1891 the WFMS sent Ella A. Lewis 
to Korea.  From the first day of her arrival, Lewis was busily occupied with 
overwhelming tasks and often spent long days and nights tending to surgical 
and fever cases in the ward.19  In early 1893, Rosetta Hall received joyful 
news from the WFMS that Dr. Mary M. Cutler would be added to her staff.  
Cutler, a graduate of the University of Michigan Medical School, was sent 

15 Sherwood Hall, With Stethoscope in Asia: Korea, 105.  Dr. Sherwood Hall, son of Drs. Wil-
liam James and Rosetta Sherwood Hall, was born on November 10, 1893, in Seoul, Korea, and 
graduated from Mount Union College in Alliance, Ohio and the University of Toronto School 
of Medicine.  He served as a medical missionary under the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Korea from 1926 until 1940, and in India from 1940 until 1963.
16 Sherwood Hall, With Stethoscope in Asia, 106.
17 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, “Woman’s Medical Mission Work in Seoul, Korea,” The Heathen 
Woman’s Friend 25 (July 1893): 14. 
18 “The Story of the First Korean Woman Doctor,” The Gospel in All Lands 25 (June 1899): 
269.  Esther’s Korean name was Chyom Tong.  The Rev. Franklin Ohlinger, a missionary to 
Korea, baptized her on January 25, 1891, and gave her the baptismal name Esther.  When she 
was sixteen years old, her mother became exceedingly anxious that Esther should be married, as 
most Korean girls were before the age of fourteen.  On May 24, 1893, she married Yusan Pak, 
a young Christian man. 
19 Ella A. Lewis, “From Missionary Letters,“ letter dated February 25, 1893, The Heathen Wom-
an’s Friend 25 (July 1893): 17–18.
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out to Korea by the New York Branch of the WFMS and reached Seoul on 
March 1, 1893.20 

It did not take long for Cutler to see the need for medical care among the 
Koreans.  Two weeks after her arrival, while walking along the west side 
of the city wall near the WFMS compound, Cutler saw several sick natives 
who were living together in a little straw hut.  Cutler immediately returned 
to her room and grabbed her medical bag and returned to the same place to 
treat them.21  During her first year, Dr. Cutler treated 18 patients a day on 
average and, sometimes as high as 45 patients.  She also made an average 
of 250 visits annually to Ewha Girls’ School, the Methodist girls’ school 
founded by Mrs. Mary F. Scranton, a WFMS missionary.  She also took care 
of foreigners residing in Seoul. 

baldwin Dispensary at east Gate

Rosetta had a dream for opening another medical station near the East 
Gate of Seoul.  She picked the area because many merchants and lower class 
citizens, especially women and children, were densely populated in the vi-
cinity.  Hall believed that her dispensary would bring new hope and a new 
life to a multitude of Koreans.  Her dream turned into reality.  On March 14, 
1893, the new dispensary for women was opened and was named Baldwin 
Dispensary to honor the benefactor Mrs. L. B. Baldwin of Ohio, who ex-
pressed the reason for her gift by saying, “I give this as a nucleus around 
which the contributions of the church shall gather, until that dark land ‘where 
a woman has no name’ is reached, and one more fire lighted never go out 
until the knowledge of God covers the whole earth.”22

The opening of the new dispensary increased Dr. Rosetta Hall’s workload 
substantially.  Transportation was another challenge for her.  Even though 
the commuting distance between the two places, Chung Dong and East Gate, 
was only three miles apart, it was never easy for Hall to commute several 
times a week, riding an uncomfortable and slow-moving rickshaw and trav-
eling on dirty streets.  She described the experience as follows:

It is three miles across the city from my hospital.  I go in a Korean chair, or palan-
quin, carried by two men.  It takes a long hour thus to travel the three miles, as the 
coolies always set me down while they rest at least twice.  Sometimes I close my 
eyes upon the squalid mud huts and the naked children, and imagine I am being 
borne swiftly along upon the elevated car to my work in New York City, but the 
odors from the filthy streets soon rudely waken me from such daydreams!  In Korea, 
there are no sidewalks; these, the gutters and the road are all one, and in addition to 
its normal use as a means of travel, the road is sewer and cesspool.23

20 Mary Cutler’s arrival date was found in the Annual Report of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society (1893), 82. 
21 Cutler, “Medical Work,” Twenty-Fourth Annual Report of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society (1893), 82.
22 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, “Woman’s Medical Mission Work in Seoul,” The Heathen Woman’s 
Friend 25 (July 1893): 15.
23 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, “Concerning Medical Work in Chosen,” Woman’s Missionary Friend 
46 (February 1914): 49.  Note that the periodical, The Heathen Woman’s Friend, changed its 
name to Woman’s Missionary Friend beginning with the issues published in 1896.
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The Baldwin Dispensary proliferated.  During the first year, the dispensary 
treated 2,476 cases: 277 of these were surgical cases, and 77 were home-visit 
calls.  The following year, the number of treated cases increased to 4,022; of 
these, 327 were surgical.24 

Besides her role as the superintendent of the dispensary, Dr. Rosetta Hall 
also led Bible classes for her patients.  When she saw patients waiting for 
their turns, Hall took opportunities to witness to them for Christ.  As more 
people showed their interest in the informal Bible classes at the waiting room, 
Dr. Hall and her staff developed the classes into regular worship services.

When Miss Ella Lewis joined Dr. Hall in 1891, she was able to allocate 
more time for the catechism.  The dispensary waiting room became too small 
as the number of people gathered around for Bible classes and prayer in-
creased.  It started as a kind of informal community and became in 1892 the 
Baldwin Chapel.  The congregation built the first chapel building.  Doctor 
William Scranton served as its first pastor.25  The Baldwin chapel continued 
to grow and later became the birthing place of the present Dong Dae Moon 
(East Gate) Methodist Church, a prominent and vital local congregation that 
has been producing hundreds of thousands of faithful disciples of Christ over 
the past one hundred thirty years of history.

As the volume of medical work at the Baldwin Dispensary increased, in 
1897 the Cincinnati Branch of the WFMS sent Dr. Lillian Harris, a graduate 
of the Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, to Korea.  Her work, 
unfortunately, was interrupted many times due to her multiple illnesses.  
During her short tenure in Korea, however, Harris made a notable improve-
ment in expanding the work of the dispensary for women and children.  To 
dedicate her achievements, the dispensary changed its name to the Lillian 
Harris Memorial Hospital.26  Very sadly, her health condition declined, and 
she returned home to America. 

In 1899, the Cincinnati Branch of the WFMS sent Dr. Emma Ernsberger 
to replace Dr. Harris.27  The Lillian Harris Hospital for Women continued to 
prosper and laid the groundwork for the future Medical School and Hospital 

24 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, “Woman’s Medical Mission Work in Seoul, Korea,” The Heathen 
Woman’s Friend 25 (July 1893): 14.
25 Dr. Scranton, pastor of the Baldwin Chapel, stated on his missionary report, “The chapel is 
named in recognition of a gift from Mrs. L. B. Baldwin, of Cleveland, Ohio, who is supposed 
to have given the first money for woman’s work in Korea, and also gave money toward the 
building of the chapel.  The buildings and land belong to the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society . . . . The first service in the chapel was held on Christmas Day, December 25, 1892, in 
the morning, when after a sermon, I baptized six men and boys and celebrated the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper.”  See Dr. William B. Scranton’s report in the Seventy-Fifth Annual Report of 
the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church (1893), 252.
26 Sherwood Hall, “Pioneer Medical Missionary Work in Korea,” Within the Gate, ed. Charles 
A. Sauer (Seoul, Korea: YMCA Press, 1934), 97.  The same article appears in Sherwood Hall, 
Korean Methodism, 1884–1934 (Seoul: Korea Methodist News Service Jubilee Address Re-
prints, June 20, 1934), 1–10.  The celebration took place at the First Methodist Church, Chung 
Dong, Seoul, Korea on June 20, 1934.
27 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, “Foreign Medical Women in Korea,” Journal of the American Medi-
cal Women’s Association 5 (October 1950): 404–405.
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of Ewha Women’s University, one of the largest women’s institutions in 
the world.  Mary F. Scranton, mother of Dr. William Scranton, a WFMS 
missionary, started the school for girls and named it Ewha Haktang (mean-
ing school).  It later developed into a university and became today a highly 
competitive school for higher education in Korea.  The WFMS played a 
significant role in elevating Korean women’s social status through medicine 
and education.  The university hospital has been producing a considerable 
number of female physicians and nurses.

Dr. rosetta sherwood hall’s medical Work in pyeng yang

Kwang He Nyo Won, the first Methodist Woman’s Dispensary in Pyeng Yang 

After years of serving Po Kyu Nyo Koan and Baldwin Dispensary in 
Seoul, Dr. Rosetta Hall moved to Pyeng Yang from Seoul to join her hus-
band, Dr. William James Hall on May 8, 1894.  Along with her six-month-
old son Sherwood, Esther Kim and Yusan Pak, who married Esther a year 
ago, joined her to relocate to Pyeng Yang.  A week after her arrival, Dr. 
Rosetta Hall opened a dispensary for women in the city. 

The physician couple enjoyed their busy but successful ministry of heal-
ing in the city until the summer of 1894, when the Sino-Japanese War broke 
out and forced them to evacuate to Seoul.  Despite the risks from warfare, 
however, Dr. William Hall made several trips to Pyeng Yang to render med-
ical services to the wounded soldiers and residents.  During this period of 
intense labor, William Hall contracted a disease, first thought to be malaria, 
but which turned into typhus fever.  Very sadly on November 24, 1894, only 
a few months after enjoying their lives as a united family, Dr. William James 
Hall died at the age of thirty-four.  It was a tragic loss not only to Rosetta but 
also to all Methodist missionaries in Korea. 

Shortly after her husband’s memorial service at the Pai Chai School 
Chapel in Seoul and burial at the Yang-wha-jin Cemetery for foreign mis-
sionaries in Seoul, Rosetta Hall decided to return to her parents’ home in 
Liberty, New York to take time away from her mission work in Korea.  On 
December 10, 1894, Rosetta Hall, a seven months’ pregnant widow, depart-
ed Korea.  Dr. Hall agreed to bring Esther, who begged her to take her along 
to America, and her husband Yusan Pak.  They arrived in San Francisco 
on January 6 and reached their final destination, Liberty, New York on 
January 14, 1895.  Four days later Dr. Hall delivered a girl and named her 
Edith Margaret.  Dr. Hall arranged for Esther Kim Pak to study in America, 
and asked her friends at home to support Esther’s education.  In February, 
1895, Esther enrolled at Liberty public school, while her husband worked on 
the farm of Roosevelt R. Sherwood, Rosetta’s father.28  Esther made good 
progress at school and went on to study medicine at the Woman’s Medical 

28 Sherwood Hall, With Stethoscope in Asia, 161. 
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College of Baltimore, where she graduated in 1900.29  Esther proudly be-
came the first female Korean doctor educated in America. 

During her stay in America, Dr. Rosetta Hall published a memoir of 
her late husband, entitled The Life of Rev. William James Hall, M.D.30  It 
served Rosetta’s purpose of raising funds for the construction of the Hall 
Memorial Hospital in Pyeng Yang in memory of her late husband.  With the 
proceeds from the sale of her books and additional support from her family 
and friends, Rosetta was able to complete the first Western-style hospital in 
the city of Pyeng Yang, which opened its door for patients on February 1, 
1897.  Dr. Rosetta Hall stayed with her parents for almost two years before 
she decided to return to Pyeng Yang.  She never forgot her call to serve the 
people in Korea and yearned to resume her medical mission in Pyeng Yang.  
Her heart was most of the time at the woman’s hospital she left in the city.  
During her absence, Dr. E. Douglas Follwell, the physician who succeeded 
her late husband, temporarily helped out at the woman’s hospital so that it 
could continue opening its doors. 

Dr. Hall journeyed back to Korea with her two children, Sherwood, and 
Edith Margaret, and reached Chelmulpo harbor, Korea, on November 10, 
1897, but could not proceed to go to Seoul because both Sherwood and Edith 
were sick with whooping cough.  Edith’s condition was worse and devel-
oped into pneumonia.  After several months’ stay in Seoul, the Hall fami-
ly finally arrived in Pyeng Yang on May 1, 1898.  Edith’s condition never 
improved and she had a series of bouts of nausea and pain.  The little child 
sadly passed away on May 23, 1898, three weeks after their return to Pyeng 
Yang.31  It was another blow to Hall to lose her precious daughter.  The loss 
of her beloved husband and daughter within the short interval of four years 

29 Rhoda Kim Pak, “Medical Women in Korea,” reprinted from Journal of the American Medi-
cal Women’s Association 5 (March 1950): 116–117.  This two-page document was found in the 
folder of William J. and Rosetta Sherwood Hall, Mission Biographical Reference Files, United 
Methodist Church Archives, GCAH, Madison, New Jersey.  Mrs. E. B. Stevens, Corresponding 
Secretary of the Baltimore Branch of the WFMS, who was in charge of Mrs. Esther Pak’s edu-
cation, wrote a story about Esther in the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate: “Mrs. Pak is just now 
completing her third year’s course in the Woman’s Medical College of Baltimore.  She has one 
more year of study before graduating.  Her husband is in the hospital connected with the college.  
He has tuberculosis.  She will probably return to Korea as soon as she receives her diploma.  
She is in every respect a satisfactory student and an exemplary Christian, and it is expected that 
she will be of much value to our mission in Korea.”  See also “The Story of the First Korean 
Woman Doctor,” The Gospel in All Lands 25 (June 1899): 272.  Esther Pak graduated with 
honors.  See Women’s Division Eastern Asia 1908–1913 folder, United Methodist Archives, 
GCAH, Madison, New Jersey.
30 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, ed., The Life of Rev. William James Hall, M.D., Medical Missionary 
to the Slums of New York; Pioneer Missionary to Pyong Yang, Korea (New York: Press of Eaton 
& Mains, 1897).
31 Rosetta Sherwood Hall, ed., The Life of Rev. William James Hall, M.D., 174–177.  As mother 
and physician, Dr. Hall kept recording hourly changes of daughter Edith’s status in her diary.  
See Diary of Rosetta S. Hall: 1895.1.18–1900.5.23, vol. 6, trans. Hyunsue Kim and Sunhee 
Song Moon (Seoul, Korea: Hong Sung Sah, 2017), 104–110.  These two authors translated 
the entire series of Rosetta Hall’s diary in six volumes covering the period from 1890 to 1902.  
Volume six specifically is devoted to the life of Edith Margaret.
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was so painful to bear that she suffered from nightmares. 
Dr. Rosetta Hall, however, never surrendered her strong will of expand-

ing her medical service for Korean women.  Hall built a two-story framed 
building with a brick chimney and called it the Edith Margaret Children’s 
Wards.  It contained a kitchen, two verandas, and three small wards. Rosetta 
Hall was appreciative of the $1,000 donation given by the New York Branch 
of the WFMS towards the completion of the Edith Margaret Memorial.32  W. 
S. Halloway, Esq., General Manager of the British Gold Mines, donated a 
substantial amount, and the Korean king also gave a gift. 

Hall’s medical work in Pyeng Yang grew initially from a small dis-
pensary building which opened on May 14, 1894, into the Edith Margaret 
Children’s Wards, and finally on June 18, 1898, it became the spacious and 
well-built women’s hospital, called “Kwang Hei Nyo Won” which meant 
“Woman’s Hospital of Extended Grace.”33  Governor Chyo of Pyeng Yang, 
whose wife received successful treatment from Dr. Rosetta Hall, was so ap-
preciative he gave it this name.34  After a furlough in America from June, 
1901, to March, 1903, Dr. Hall returned to Pyeng Yang and resumed her 
service at the Woman’s Hospital of Extended Grace. 

Dr. Esther Pak, who had worked at the Woman’s Hospital (Po Kyu Nyo 
Koan) in Seoul since she returned to Korea in May, 1900, after completing 
her medical education in America, joined Dr. Rosetta Hall in Pyeng Yang.  
Once again, Hall and Pak became a competent team and successfully carried 
out medical work for Korean women.  Dr. Esther Pak, however, frequently 
had to interrupt her service because of her health issues.  Pak died of tuber-
culosis in April, 1910. 

Sadly, the women’s hospital was burned to the ground in November, 1906, 
during the Russo-Japanese war.  Besides the $2,000 compensation from the 
insurance company, Dr. Rosetta Hall received kind supports of $3,000 from 
the Philadelphia Branch of the WFMS, $2,000 from the New York Branch, 
and $2,000 from Hall’s friends and Korean contributors.35  Rosetta Hall, the 
indefatigable doctor, planned to rebuild the new woman’s hospital next to 
the Hall Memorial Hospital.  On May 20, 1908, the cornerstone was laid at 
the new site near the West Gate of Pyeng Yang.36  The new hospital building 

32 See Rosetta Hall’s unpublished report of the “Woman’s Hospital of Extended Grace” in the 
document titled “Information for the General Office in New York,” 2.  This copy is kept in 
the folder of Korean Methodist Medical Work-General, Mission Geographical Reference File, 
United Methodist Church Archives, GCAH, Madison, New Jersey.
33 Unpublished report by Rosetta Hall on her dispensary “Woman’s Hospital of Extended Grace 
in Pyeng Yang.”   This three-page document shows that the woman’s hospital was closed during 
the Sino-Japanese War and resumed on June 18, 1898.
34 Mattie Wilcox Noble, “Appreciation of Dr. Rosetta Sherwood Hall,” The Korea Mission Field 
12 (January 1916): 28.  The name of the governor was found in the collection of the Eastern 
Asia Folder of the Woman’s Division, 1908–1913, United Methodist Church Archives, GCAH, 
Madison, New Jersey.
35 “Pressing Needs of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society,” Woman’s Missionary Friend 
39 (November 1907): 401.
36 A document of this event was found under the name of Pyeng Yang in the Eastern Asia Folder 
of the Woman’s Division, 1908–1913, United Methodist Church Archives, GCAH, Madison, 
New Jersey.
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was 40’ x 76’ with a 60-foot front and was able to accommodate the same 
number of patients as before—ten children and twenty female patients.

School for the Blind and Deaf 

Dr. Hall planned to provide education for the blind and the deaf.  During 
the winter of 1897 and 1898, she began preparing books for teaching the 
blind to read the New York Point mode, Braille alphabets, which she had 
learned during her stay in America.  She opened the school for the blind in 
June of 1898.  It was the first-ever project in all of Korea. 

She started recruiting students, but it was hard for her to find and invite 
blind students to school because parents did not allow their disabled chil-
dren to go outside their homes.  At that time, having deformed or disabled 
children in the family was considered a curse.  Accordingly, those children 
had to live in the darkness of shame.  Some courageous parents, however, 
responded to her invitation and enrolled their children in the school.  Those 
children found new light of hope through Hall’s pioneering efforts.  Some 
excelled in reading and writing and went to Tokyo, Japan, for advanced stud-
ies for the blind.37  Some students were able to follow the curriculum like 
other healthy children and successfully graduated with the rest of their class.  
In 1913, Hall organized the first Annual Convention on the Education of the 
Blind and Deaf of the Far East, which was held in Pyeng Yang.38

 

Medical Training School for Korean Women

Two years after Esther Pak’s death, Dr. Cutler came to Pyeng Yang to 
work with Dr. Rosetta Sherwood Hall.  Both doctors worked so hard that 
they opened a medical school in Pyeng Yang for Korean women in March 
of 1912.  Two years later, three of their graduates (Soo Kyong Ahn, Hae 
Ji Kim, and Young Heung Kim) proudly passed the difficult entrance ex-
amination to the Government Medical School in Seoul and completed their 
education successfully.  Dr. Rosetta Hall’s passion for medical training of 
native Korean women never diminished even when she became older, and 
in 1920, she founded another Woman’s Medical Training School in Seoul. 
In 1928, the school was accredited as a formal medical school.  Today the 
medical school became the university hospital of Korea University, a presti-
gious private institution in Korea.  Hall was even more delighted to hear that 
five of the first graduating class passed the rigorous licensing examinations 
administered by Japanese authorities in June, 1934.   

 Dr. rosetta sherwood hall, “the mother of pyeng yang”

Hundreds of pages would not be enough to portray the life and legacy of 
Rosetta Hall—her role as a medical doctor, educator, and Gospel teacher.  

37 Mattie Wilcox Noble, “Appreciation of Dr. Rosetta Sherwood Hall,” 27–28.
38 Mary Wilton, The Mother of Pyong Yang: Rosetta Sherwood Hall, M.D. (n.p., 1915), 7–8.  
This copy was found in the folder of William James Hall and Rosetta Sherwood Hall, Mission 
Biographical Reference Files, United Methodist Church Archives, GCAH, Madison, New Jersey.
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Dr. Rosetta Hall undoubtedly was one of the most exceptional physicians 
among all the Protestant missionaries who served in Korea.  In the fall of 
1915, Methodists, Presbyterians, Christians, and non-Christians gathered 
to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of Dr. Hall’s medical mission in 
Korea.  The Japanese mayor of Pyeng Yang hosted a dinner party in honor 
of Dr. Hall.  At the banquet, the mayor called Dr. Hall the “Mother of Pyeng 
Yang,” and stated that “[she can be] likened to Abraham Lincoln, liberating 
the women of Korea as he did the slaves.”  A Japanese newspaper praised 
Hall as “The Smell of the Wild Roses in the Bush,” referring to the fragrance 
of her life.39  The Pyeng Yang citizens greatly admired Hall’s works.  Later, 
the Japanese emperor chose Dr. Hall as one of the thirty recipients of honor 
and awarded her a set of silver cups.  According to Japanese custom, on his 
birthday, the emperor honored those persons who had made great achieve-
ments for society.  Dr. Hall was uniquely the only non-Japanese recipient 
that year. 

After fifty years of service in Korea, the mother of Pyeng Yang retired 
from her work in Korea and returned home at Liberty, New York, in 1935.  
She closed her life on April 5, 1951, at the Bancroft Taylor Home, Ocean 
Grove, New Jersey.40  The song, which was sung by the staff of the East Gate 
Hospital (Lillian Harris Memorial Hospital) at her sixty-first birthday party, 
may serve well as the prophetic eulogy in honoring Dr. Rosetta Sherwood 
Hall:

Deep in the mountains lie hidden silver and gold.
Pearls rest on the deep ocean floor.
But through the grace of God,
Dr. Hall has been placed by Him here.

The toil and tears of sixty years
are given without stint,
and her life so freely given
is indeed her true memorial.41

The medical work by the WFMS of the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
indispensable in the history of the Methodist medical mission in Korea.  The 
woman’s hospitals, Po Kyu Nyo Koan, Baldwin Dispensary, and Kwang 
Hei Nyo Won, not only provided a healing center for women and children 
in sickness and distress but promoted women’s professional education in 
medicine and nursing.  Their medical mission also enabled the Methodist 
churches in Korea to prosper.  The waiting rooms of the early Methodist 

39 Mary Wilton, The Mother of Pyong Yang, 8.
40 “Dr. Rosetta S. Hall Dies at Bancroft,” Ocean Grove Times, 13 April 1951; “Dr. Rosetta 
Hall, Physician 62 Years: Medical Missionary to Korea for Several Decades Dies—Founded 
4 Hospitals,” New York Times, April 7, 1951; Zion’s Herald, April 25, 1951.  These newspaper 
articles were found in the folder of William J. and Rosetta Sherwood Hall, Mission Biographical 
Reference Files, United Methodist Church Archives-GCAH, Madison, New Jersey.  See also 
Frances J. Baker, “A Woman Doctor in the Land of Morning Calm” (Boston: Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society, Methodist Episcopal Church, n.d.), 2–8.
41 E. W. Koons, “Dr. Rosetta S. Hall’s Sixty-First Birthday,” The Korea Mission Field 23 (Jan-
uary 1927): 20–21. 
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clinics created Bible classes, then later developed into local churches.  The 
Methodist medical work in Korea was the leading cause of the rise and de-
velopment of Korean Methodist churches. 

Today, over 17,000 Korean missionaries are diligently engaging in the 
world mission, carrying the torch of hope, love, and faith that early Methodist 
missionaries brought to the people of Korea.  The glowing light from the 
torch will never fade out as these missionaries pass it onto all children of 
God in the world.  Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few.”  The medical missions of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 
brought the bountiful harvests to the land of Korea.  The fruits of the seeds 
the early pioneers planted in Korea at the turn of the century still grow abun-
dantly and will make Koreans reap the benefits of their hard labor. 


