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ClementinA roWe Butler:
co-fouNDeR of The MeThoDiST chuRch 

iN iNDia aND Mexico

philip Wingeier-rayo

For how could an English girl in a quiet home in that far-off time, more than a 
hundred years ago, have imagined that she should come into a position of active 
conflict with the aims of two empires; that she should see the traffic fall of one of 
the greatest which had dominated the Orient? . . . How impossible for her to have 
imagined that she should worship God in the simplicity of an evangelical service in 
the former examining chamber of the Inquisition of Mexico!1    

   — The daughter of Clementina Rowe Butler

Clementina Rowe Butler lived a remarkable life in which she risked 
to start the Methodist Church in two vastly different countries: India and 
Mexico.  The prior is a majority Hindu country where Christianity was an 
unknown and distrusted entity, and the latter is a majority Roman Catholic 
country where Protestantism was equally unknown and distrusted.  Both set-
tings came with huge personal risk for her and her family.  She buried one 
infant son on the mission field and lived through the Sepoy Mutiny and mas-
sacre of Westerners.  Together the Butlers were one of the most well-known 
missionary couples of the late nineteenth century, and Clementina’s efforts to 
educate girls and establish printing presses were essential in the founding of 
Methodism in these two countries.  This article captures Clementina Rowe’s 
early life and marriage to William Butler, their joint missionary work and the 
founding of the Methodist Church in India and Mexico, and her instrumental 
role in the early stages of the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society.  It con-
cludes with a summary of her missiological understanding. 

early life

Clementina Rowe was born the sixth child to Moses and Sarah Rowe on 
July 30, 1820 in Wexford, Ireland.  The family was active in the Wesleyan 
Church and often hosted traveling preachers.  As a girl, Clementina’s interest 
in missions began when a missionary came from Fiji to talk about the work, 
and she responded by collecting pledges of a penny a week for missions.2  
Later Clementina became a Sunday school teacher.  On one occasion a mis-
sionary came to speak to her class and she mentioned that God was preparing 
someone in that class for missions.  It is not surprising that Clementina was 
that person.

1 Clementina Butler, Mrs. William Butler: Two Empires and the Kingdom (New York: Methodist 
Book Concern, 1929), 11.
2 Butler, 16.
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On another occasion Clementina’s parents hosted traveling evangelist 
William Butler, and he remarked that “he was sorry that the Sunday school 
teachers who attempted to teach the spiritual truths . . . did not know [these 
truths] by experience themselves.”  This touched Clementina because she 
felt that she did not have this “divine spark.”3

That traveling preacher, William Butler married his first wife who then 
bore their first son and died very shortly afterwards.  Before she died, Butler’s 
first wife asked her sister, Julia Lewis, to marry her soon-to-be widower hus-
band and care for her newborn child.  Rev. Butler married Julia Lewis and 
together they moved to New England where he took a church appointment 
and had two additional children.4  One stormy morning Julia was sitting with 
their six-week old child and suddenly rose from her chair, put the baby in his 
crib and collapsed on the floor.  Rev. Butler became a widower for a second 
time—now with three young children.

Butler attempted to raise the children on his own with the help of a nan-
ny, and then remembered Clementina Rowe, whom he met while itinerating 
back in Ireland.  He wrote to inquire about her and learned that she was sin-
gle.  So he sent a letter directly to her and proposed marriage by asking if she 
would be willing to participate in “the joys and the difficulties of an itinerant 
preacher’s life in a new country and help him bring up these little lads in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  Ms. Rowe always had respected Rev. 
Butler, so she consulted with her brother-in-law, and his perspective was that 
this was her “providential path.”5  She took a steamer across the Atlantic and 

3 Butler, 23. 
4 There was a law at the time called “The Deceased Wife’s Sisters Bill,” that prevented the cou-
ple from marrying and staying in England.  See Butler, 24.
5 Butler, 27. 

Clementina Rowe Butler (1820–1913).  Photo from the Mission Biographcal Files at 
GCAH,  Madison, New Jersey.
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married William Butler.  A week later Clementina (now) Butler wrote to her 
sister on November 30, 1854: “Let me tell something of him to whom I am 
now a week married.  I find him a noble-looking man, younger-looking than 
his portrait.  He is a good and great preacher . . . . He is the best and kindest of 
husbands, truly affectionate and thoughtful.”6  The marriage of William and 
Clementina Butler was not only based on affection, but also on their mutual 
calling to serve the church.7

india

In the meantime, Presbyterian Alexander Duff had made an appeal for 
missionaries to India before the 1852 Methodist Episcopal Church General 
Conference.  The conference took up an offering of $7,000 and began to look 
for a missionary to go to India, but after three years came up empty.  As a 
young minister, Rev. Butler had worked under another pastor who had done 
missionary work in India and knew a lot about the conditions in India.  He 
asked Clementina: “Would you be willing to go to India with me?”  To which 
she replied: “I married you to go with you wherever your work might be.”8  
When Rev. Butler wrote his cover letter to the mission board, he concluded: 
“In this my wife is with me.  Her heart is as my heart in the offer to go to 
India.”  And so in 1856 Clementina accompanied her husband as the first 
Methodist missionary couple to India. 

Since the outset of the modern missionary movement beginning with 
William Carey in 1792, men went as missionaries and the wives as compan-
ions.  The early Protestant missionary movement in the U.S. was dominated 
by Congregationalists, who began the practice of regularly sending mis-
sionary wives with their husbands in the early nineteenth century.9  While 
Clementina Butler was a willing and capable mission partner, she was not 
officially a missionary.  In fact, the wives were referred to as “assistant mis-
sionaries.”10  Before the sending of single female missionaries, there were 
many women who felt the call to mission, but their ability to fully participate 
was limited to a support role.  This was at a time when the expectation for 
women in society was to look after the home, and often the only way for 
women to participate in the public sphere was through charitable work.11 

There are instances when women married missionaries to go to the mis-
sion field.  This decision was usually after an early conversion and years 
of religious work on their own.12  Oftentimes the decision to marry was in-
tertwined with a vocational calling.  “Marriage to a missionary meant that 
a woman could work as a missionary,” writes Dana Robert in her book, 

6 Butler, 28. 
7 Butler, 30.
8 Butler, 33. 
9 Dana Robert, American Women in Mission: A Social History of Their Thought and Practice 
(Macon, GA: Mercer UP, 1996), 10.
10 Robert, 4. 
11 Robert, 10.
12 Robert, 10–11.
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American Women in Mission.13  Some women looked forward to marriage as 
a fulfillment of their missionary calling.14  In 1810, Jonathan Allen, a preach-
er in Bradford, Massachusetts, gave a charge to missionary wives: “It will 
be your business, my dear children, to teach these women, to whom your 
husbands can have but little, or no access.  Go then, and do all in your power, 
to enlighten their minds, and bring them to the knowledge of the truth.”15  
Therefore when Mrs. Butler left for India in 1856, she was not doing any-
thing particularly new or innovative; rather she was joining a practice that 
was nearly a half-century old. 

The Butlers’ arrival in India in 1856 coincided with a particular historical 
social context under British colonial rule.  The East India Trading Company 
was gaining more and more territory through conquest and alliance with 
local royalty.  In 1856, “Company rule” annexed the Oudh province.  This 
heavy-handed colonial conquest—along with its cultural and religious in-
sensitivity—led to much of the resentment that eventually boiled over in 
the 1857 rebellion known as the Sepoy Mutiny.  During Company rule the 
British utilized several colonial methods of increasing influence and territo-
ry.  One tactic was the “doctrine of lapse,” which prohibited a Hindu ruler 
from adopting an heir unless there was a natural successor.  In the absence of 
a biological heir, the British could annex land. 

Upon arrival in India, the Butlers travelled to Calcutta where they stayed 
with Alexander Duff—the missionary who had originally made the plea 
for Methodist missionaries.  He was delighted that the Methodists had re-
sponded, and together they looked at the map of India and decided where 
the Butlers should go.  They specifically chose the northern provinces of 
Oudh and Rohilkund because they seemed the most needy and promising 
territories.16  This decision was made also in consideration of where other 
missionaries and agencies were working, to spread out Protestant missionary 
efforts.  This region was the logical choice for the Butlers because there were 
6,000,000 inhabitants of the northern region without any prior missionary 
efforts. 

Another Presbyterian missionary in Allahabad offered wonderful as-
sistance in the person of an Indian helper, Joel Janvier, who could speak 
English and serve as a translator.17  The question, however, was whether 
Janvier’s mother-in-law would allow him to take his wife, Emma, to another 
province.  In response, the mother replied: “I will give her up to the Saviour.  
It is a long way for her to go, but the Saviour has suffered more than that for 
us.”  As they were leaving the mother-in-law said to Clementina Butler, “She 

13 Robert, 18.
14 Robert, 19.
15 Quoted in R. Pierce Beaver, ed., Pioneers in Mission: The Early Missionary Ordination Ser-
vice, Charges, and Instructions (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966), 51.  Also found in Robert, 
American Women in Mission, 2.
16 Butler, 40.
17 It was common for missionaries to rely on locals as guides and translators, and helpers were 
compensated for their work. 
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has no mother now but you.”18 
The Butlers settled in Bareilly and rented a large house where Mrs. Butler 

could start a school, but she had trouble recruiting students.  Thinking that 
they were afraid to come to a foreigner’s residence, she rented a room at the 
bazaar and paid a woman to serve as a matron and bring girls.  But again no 
children came.  Not to be discouraged, Rev. Butler asked one of the Indian 
men in town if he could help to establish a girls’ school, but the man replied: 
“You are going to teach women to read?  You will teach the cows next!”  
Mrs. Butler then went to visit a tenement house with about 40-45 one-room 
huts built around the walls.  Many of these women had never left the gate 
and lived in poverty.  Mrs. Butler encouraged one woman who was sitting on 
the ground cooking if she would like her little daughter to go to school.  The 
woman asked Mrs. Butler “Are you married?” and Mrs. Butler replied that 
she was.  Then the woman asked if she had any children and Mrs. Butler re-
plied that she did.  To which the woman responded: “Then what do you want 
with mine?”  Mrs. Butler explained that it was good for the girls to learn to 
read, write, sew, and be clean and healthy, but the woman simply exclaimed: 
“You shall never have them.”19

After these failed attempts, a handsome Indian man came to visit Mrs. 
Butler and asked her to come to his house to teach the women English.  She 
accepted the invitation and went to the house where she found some pretty 
young girls.  She taught them some English and also testified to them about 
Christ and made plans to go back the following week.  However, later that 
evening a friend came to Mrs. Butler’s house very agitated and said that the 
house was a brothel and that the Indian man wanted to teach the women 
English so that they would be more attractive to British soldiers!20 

In spite of the difficulties breaking the ice, Rev. Butler established regular 
Methodist services in Bareilly on Sunday at 11:00 am in Hindustani and at 
4:30 pm in English.  There was also a Tuesday evening service in Hindustani 
and a Thursday evening service in English.  Rev. Butler wrote a report on 
April 1, 1857, that recorded eight Methodists in India that included him-
self, Mrs. Butler, the translator Joel and his wife, Emma, and four others.21  
Unbeknownst to them, the Sepoy Mutiny was about to break out in Delhi.

Sepoy Mutiny

Resentment over British colonial rule grew over time.  The mutiny began 
in resistance to the annexation of land and the subsidiary alliances between 
the East India Trading Company and the old Indian aristocracy.  There was 
also resentment of the growing Western influence and the perception that the 
British were trying to abolish the caste system.  Lord Dalhousie, who served 
as the English governor-general of India from 1848–1856, challenged local 

18 Butler, 43.
19 Butler, 45. 
20 Butler, 46.
21 Butler, 49.
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customs by introducing a bill to allow widows to remarry.  
The Sepoy Mutiny began as a rebellion by Indian soldiers within the ranks 

against harsh treatment and punishment, but other Hindus and Muslims soon 
joined.  Amidst a growing sense of nationalism, the mutiny began among 
Muslim Indians on May 10, 1857.  The only Indian prince who joined in 
the mutiny was Mughal emperor Bahādur Shah II.22  The mutiny led to an 
eight-month period of terror with massacres of all Westerners in the Northern 
provinces, including women and children, followed by the eventual British 
victory and trial of the mutineers. 

At first the Butlers decided to remain in Bareilly and not run away at 
the first alarm.  As the mutineers came closer, the small number of English 
officers could not guarantee everyone’s safety and ordered all Westerners 
to flee.  The Butlers again refused to leave until the British commander, 
Colonel Troup, went personally to insist.  Mrs. Butler recalls her departure: 

We set out on our journey with very solemn feelings.  We were leaving our home, 
leaving for an uncertain time our beloved missionary duties, not knowing what 
might lie before us . . . . I hope that all who live the cause of Christianity and mis-
sions will make earnest prayer for India at this time.23

The Butlers and eighty-six Englishmen escaped to the little mountainous 
garrison of Naini Tal that was on a pass up to the mountains toward the 
Himalayans from the plains.  The commissioner called together a group of 
men, namely clerks, government officials, civilians and one missionary—
Rev. Butler—to design a defense strategy to protect the pass.  They were able 
to defend themselves during several months of siege.24 

In the meantime, the Sepoy indeed entered Bareilly, massacred all 
Westerners and destroyed their homes.  They put a price on the head of 
all Christians including 500 rupees for Rev. Butler’s capture.  Many in the 
outside world presumed the Butlers to be dead.  In fact, Alexander Duff 
preached an obituary sermon for William Butler.25  The Sepoy sent 3,000 
troops to capture the Westerners at Naini Tal, but this small group took ad-
vantage of the steep hills and held the pass.  Toward the end of the siege, the 
group of Westerns escaped to Delhi across the lower Himalayan passes.  At 
one point they had to cross a precarious rope bridge.  Mrs. Butler recalled, 
“It swings considerably and I assure you requires good nerves in those who 
walk over it.  Sweetheart did, but I lay down in my dandy and shut my eyes, 
not daring to breathe feely until we had safely reached the level on the top 
of the opposite bank.”26  The Butlers finally reached Delhi, where they were 
safe.  The Sepoy Rebellion was put down by the British, and this marked the 
fall of the Great Mogul and Muslim domination of Hindustan. 

22 “Indian Mutiny,” Encyclopedia Britannica, cited April 5, 2019 https://www.britannica.com/
event/Indian-Mutiny
23 Butler, 51–52.
24 Butler, 54.
25 Butler, 55. 
26 Butler, 59.
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The Butlers escaped to Delhi, where they were invited to witness the trial 
of the Mogul emperor, Mohammed Suraj U Deen, who participated in the 
uprising.  The trial was held on his very throne.  They were the only civilian 
spectators invited to be present.  As Rev. and Mrs. Butler watched, he record-
ed these thoughts: 

Loving sight for a time of the trial, I was most wonderfully impressed with the signif-
icance of the occasion; what means this overthrowing of one of the earth’s greatest 
dynasties?  I had been doomed to be hanged with my wife and children eight months 
before because we were Christian missionaries, by a lieutenant of this very emperor, 
yet here were we sitting quietly upon his throne while he, the Great Mogul, was a 
prisoner to be tried for his life!27

The birth of indian Methodism

After the trial and execution of the Mogul emperor, the Butlers felt that 
they must start a church in Naini Tal—the place where they were under siege.  
Rev. Butler used his own resources to buy a sheep-house with four walls and 
a patched roof.  He opened up some windows, painted it with whitewash and 
made some benches.  This became the first Methodist temple in India.

The mutiny left many children orphaned, and it was not long before peo-
ple began to offer these orphans to the Butlers.  The first child was a daughter 
of a Brahmin, and the second was found by an English soldier who had dis-
covered the child buried alive.  Mrs. Butler started an orphanage with these 
two girls.  She wrote home and made appeals for support, but also request-
ed support from the Viceroy and Bishop of Calcutta and collected $72,500 
from local sources.28  Eventually, there was a boys’ orphanage established in 
Shahjehanpore and another one for girls in Bareilly. 

When the Butlers returned to Bareilly, they found that the rebels had de-
stroyed the town along with every European’s home.  Mrs. Butler slept in a 
tent.  Meanwhile, Rev. Butler went into the jungle with locals to cut down 
some lumber to build a shelter.  The Butlers suffered many hardships in these 
early days of the Methodist mission.  One of the most heartbreaking occa-
sions was when Rev. Butler was away when their baby son became ill and 
died.  Mrs. Butler buried the child alone, and when her husband returned, she 
just pointed to the empty cradle.29 

Rev. Butler also asked the mission board for 25 more missionaries, which 
was a remarkable request given the U.S. was beginning the Civil War, but 
little by little missionaries arrived.  In 1859, the first party arrived with three 
missionary couples, including James M. Thoburn.  

One of the important early tasks of the Methodist mission was to 
print tracts and Christian hymns.  There were a few hymns composed by 
Hindustani pastors in Hindi, but not many.  Mrs. Butler asked one of the 
other missionary wives who spoke Hindi: “Sister Humphrey, what are you 

27 Butler, 72.
28 Butler, 85.
29 Butler, 88.
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writing?”  She replied, “Oh, it may be that you can do what no one else in 
our missionary family can do.  You can set India Methodism to singing!”30  
So, the Butlers secured funds and to establish a printing press in Lucknow.  
A hymnal with fifty hymns, translations and lyrics with Indian tunes was 
published.  Mrs. Butler had a long-held passion for books that originated 
during her childhood.  Even after leaving India she continued to raise money 
for Christian literature, which initially became the zenana Paper Fund, and 
later the Woman’s Friend.31

After nine years, Rev. Butler suffered from health concerns that precipi-
tated a need to return to the U.S.  Arriving in New England in 1865 with their 
three children on a steamer by way of Burma and Calcutta, Rev. Butler was 
appointed to the Walnut Street Church in Chelsea, just outside of Boston.32

founding of the Women’s foreign missionary society

Although back in the U.S., Mrs. Butler continued to speak and raise mon-
ey for the orphanages that she began in India.  One day when Mrs. Butler was 
at home, the doorbell rang and two women who were members of Walnut 
Street Church came to talk with Rev. and Mrs. Butler about organizing a 
missionary society for the purpose of sending single women’s missionaries.  
The first proposal was for an ecumenical missionary society, and in this spir-
it, Mrs. Butler gave a talk in January of 1868 to the women at Park Street 
Congregational Church in Boston.  In March of 1869, a former missionary 
couple in India, Rev. and Mrs. Parker, came to visit and discussed enlisting 
Methodist women in the mission work. 

Rev. Butler preached about the hardships faced by Hindu and Muslim 
women in India, and a member of Tremont Street Methodist Church, Mrs. 
Lewis Flanders, heard the sermon.  She agreed to bring up the subject to the 
Ladies’ Benevolent Society, which was mainly focused on the work with the 
poor in Boston’s North End neighborhood.  A special gathering was planned 
for Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Parker to speak at Tremont Street Church on March 
23, 1869, and invitations went out to twenty-six churches around Boston.  
However, a heavy rainstorm prevented many women from attending and the 
sexton did not bother to unlock the doors.  Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Parker 
arrived regardless and took cover under a doorway while Mrs. Flanders 
searched for the sexton to unlock the building.  Only eight women met that 
morning.  Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Parker spoke about the need to help Indian 
women.  A vote was taken to organize the Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Church, and another meeting was called for the 
following Saturday.33

On March 30, twenty-six women came and adopted a constitution and 
a membership fee of “two cents a week and a prayer.”34  Mrs. Butler sug-

30 Butler, 92.
31 Butler, 91.
32 Butler, 99.
33 Butler, 107.
34 Butler, 108.
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gested that they start a missionary periodical, The Heathen Woman’s Friend 
(changed to Women’s Missionary Friend in 1896), and convinced Harriett 
Merrick Warren—wife of the president of Boston University—to be the first 
editor. 

Another missionary in India, James Thoburn wrote that “if women were 
to be reached at all, it must be done to a very great extent by messengers of 
their own sex.”35  So the newly formed society proposed to send Ms. Isabella 
Thoburn, James Thoburn’s sister, to do educational work in India.  Mrs. 
Butler felt that a medical missionary should go with her and nominated Dr. 
Clara A. Swain.  The women were concerned about the expense of sending 
two missionaries, but Mrs. Edward Porter stood up and appealed, “Sisters, 
shall we lose Miss Thoburn and Dr. Swain because we have not the means 
in sight to send them?  No, rather let the Methodist women of Boston walk 
the streets in calico gowns and save the expense of more costly apparel, but 
let us send the missionaries.”36  And the society voted to send both women 
missionaries who left later that year.

Mexico

In 1872, the Butlers were living in New Jersey.  The Board of Foreign 
Missions had been planning to ask Rev. Butler to return to India—this time 
to Bombay—but they saw a greater need in Mexico.  Rev. Butler was secre-
tary of the American and Foreign Christian Union that was tasked with mis-
sion work in papal lands, specifically in Latin America.  Ms. Matilda Rankin, 
a Congregationalist based on Brownsville, Texas, invited the Butlers to go to 
Mexico, and so on February 1, 1873, the family sailed for Vera Cruz and then 
took a train to Mexico City.  Having been off-limits for Protestants, Mexico 
was entering into a new period of history.  President Benito Juarez launched 
a Reform that included a new constitution guaranteeing freedom of religion, 
separation of church and state, and the sale of many Catholic properties.  
One of these was a Franciscan monastery in Mexico City that had been used 
by Moctezuma as a garden and by the Spanish inquisition.  It was taken by 
the government, and Rev. Butler purchased it for $16,000 to start the first 
Methodist Church in Mexico.

The building was large with a courtyard and several cloisters, so the 
Butlers divided the building up and made their apartment on the second 
floor.  They started an orphanage with thirty-seven girls and Mrs. Butler 
established a support group for mothers every Tuesday night.  The Butlers 
started worship services in both English and Spanish.  In 1874, the first wom-
en missionaries, Ms. Warner and Ms. Hastings, arrived in Mexico from the 
Women’s Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS) and were assigned to Puebla 
and Pachuca, respectively, to establish girls’ schools.  Rev. Butler found a 
German Jew who had an old inquisition site in Puebla with an examining 
chapel for sale.37  The mission taught the children on the weekdays and 

35 James Mills Thoburn, The Life of Isabella Thoburn (Cincinnati: Jennings and Pye, 1903), 40.
36 Butler, 110–111.
37 Butler, 141.
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preached on Sundays.  The aim of the Methodist mission was “to educate 
the people and to put the open Bible into their hands, telling them to find in 
it God’s message to their hearts.”38  Again Mrs. Butler advocated starting a 
periodical magazine.  Rev. Butler went to the U.S. in 1876 to raise money for 
a printing press, and he returned to launch the Abogado Cristiano. 

The Methodist mission did face a great deal of opposition.  On one oc-
casion, Rev. Butler and son, John, went to open a Methodist Church but 
found a group of butchers planning to confront the opening of a Protestant 
service with knives.  Fortunately they were able to dedicate the chapel with 
the only incident being a large stone thrown over the heads of the congre-
gation.39  In addition to the hard work, Mrs. Butler enjoyed some hobbies 
such as growing flowers on the balcony of their mission house from which 
she could see two snow-covered volcanoes: Popocatepetl and Ixtaccihuatl.40  
Unfortunately, Rev. Butler again faced health concerns so the Butlers were 
forced to leave Mexico in 1879 after six years of service—leaving the work 
in the hands of their son, John W. Butler, who remained for 44 years.

clementina butler’s Missiology

Through her life, writings and missionary work, a distinct missiology 
emerged from Clementina Butler.  A woman of her time, she reflected the 
Christian triumphalism at the height of the nineteenth-century Western mis-
sionary movement.  She never questioned British colonialism in India, nor 
U.S. neo-colonialism in Mexico, but clearly wanted the best for the Indian 
and Mexico people whom she served—especially the women and children.  
Her motivation for mission, particularly for women, was the just treatment 
of women—citing the practices of sati (burning of widows in India) and foot 
binding in China.41  She also compared missionaries to heads of states, who 
should relate to those in government to open doors for mission work.  She 
understood that missionary work involved risk and sacrifice, and personally 
knew missionaries who were beheaded in the Sepoy rebellion.

Theologically, Butler believed that God’s kingdom was at odds with 
worldly kingdoms:

According to the dictionary a missionary is a person sent to propagate religion; a 
messenger; an ambassador; and the definition of an ambassador is given as a person 
of the highest diplomatic rank sent by one government to another to treat of the 
affairs of the state.  A missionary must be one who goes to treat of the affairs of 
the Kingdom of God; some to work in quiet ways and some to risk their lives, if 
necessary, and some even to give them to sacrifice of martyrdom because of the 
importance of the message they carry.42

Following William Butler’s death in 1899, Ms. Butler continued to be a 

38 Butler, 142.
39 Butler, 147.
40 Butler, 148.
41 Clementina Rowe Butler, Trophies from the Missionary Museum (New York: Fleming H. 
Revell, 1929), 35.
42 Butler, 60. 
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mission advocate and specifically supported women missionaries until her 
death in 1913.  She was able to visit India one more time on her own and 
see the tremendous growth and expansion of Methodist work.  She wrote a 
book of stories of women missionaries entitled Trophies from the Missionary 
Museum.  The book was written for home churches in the U.S. with the pur-
pose of enlisting greater support from the home base, which she saw as part 
of the mission.  

I will conclude this essay with Ms. Butler’s understanding of missiology 
in her own words.  In many ways Butler was both a product of the modern 
missionary movement and also an agent of change.  She arrived in India 
during the period of Company rule and lived through the Sepoy Mutiny with 
no evidence that she ever questioned the British colonial presence.  At the 
same time, she had an unwavering love for the people she served in India 
and Mexico, particularly women and children.  She believed in the image 
and likeness of God and affirmed their human dignity and their right to learn 
how to read and write and have equal access to resources.  Butler was a 
change-maker as one of the incubators of the Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society that sent single women missionaries to provide health care and edu-
cate girls and women in India.   In her own words, Butler describes mission 
work:

We seek not to criticize other peoples, but seek to express our debt to Him who has 
liberated us from fear and superstition; and to enlarge our love for those for who[m] 
Christ died and to whom we have the privilege of proclaiming the Good News of 
the Kingdom.43

43 Butler, 2.


