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From the editor

Supporting UMCOR 
through the Advance

The UMCOR ministries cov-
ered in this issue of New 

World Outlook can be supported 
with second-mile giving through 
the Advance, as listed below. Visit 
http://www.umcmission.org/
Give-to-Mission to search spe-
cific projects to support online 
or give through your local United 
Methodist church.

•  UMCOR Advance #999895

•  Disaster Response, International 
Advance #982450

•  Disaster Response, United States 
Advance #901670

•  UMCOR Material Resources, 
Relief Kits Advance #901440

•  International Disaster Risk 
Reduction Advance #3021952

•  UMCOR DRC Advance #198400

•  UMCOR Sudan Advance #184385

•  UMCOR South Sudan  
Advance #3021793

•  UMCOR Zimbabwe  
Advance #199456

•  Global Refugees, Migration 
Advance #3022144

•  Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Program Advance #3020600

•  Global Health Advance #3021770

•  Sustainable Agriculture and 
Development Advance #982188

•  Global Education  
Advance #3021064

UMCOR—AN INTEGRAL MEMBER OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST FAMILY

Who in your family is the one you go to when you need help—the 
relative with your best interest at heart who will act out of love  

and compassion?
Across the global church, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) is a dependable and faithful family member that, over its 77 
years, has likely touched every US conference and central conference in 
one way or another, at one time or another.

Beyond the church, UMCOR has been sent out on behalf of United 
Methodists to people who may have never heard of John Wesley. People 
deeply affected by natural disaster, war, or grinding poverty have received 
UMCOR’s help and a path to regain their footing in hard times.

When UMCOR receives a call for help, its staff contacts other UMC or 
Methodist family members to see how they’re doing, and what they’re 
already doing, and what they need help doing to respond to the disasters 
they face. In places where there is limited United Methodist connection, 
UMCOR works with partners—sometimes other Christian denomina-
tions, or interfaith relief agencies, or other humanitarian agencies—to an-
swer a call for help. UMCOR’s role is to seek out people who have not 
received help or to fill a gap in services where its expertise is needed.

The UMC family puts its faith in UMCOR, and likewise, UMCOR clear-
ly puts its faith in the UMC family. There is no other way for this rela-
tively small agency of Global Ministries to have such impact around the 
world. Today, every US conference has a disaster response office along 
with clergy and laity trained and ready to help the church respond in 
times of emergency. That was a long-term strategic vision carried out by 
UMCOR—training people, depending on them to find and train more peo-
ple, year after year—until every conference is equipped.

Other examples of strategic UMCOR programs that train and equip 
partners have been the development of the African UMC health boards 
and regional Disaster Risk Reduction trainings.

UMCOR’s work is so well integrated with United Methodist mission 
and outreach ministries that, at times, it is difficult to tell the work of 
UMCOR from the work of the United Methodist connection. That’s the 
family at its best.

If, by chance, your church missed UMCOR Sunday on March 26—
which used to be called One Great Hour of Sharing—know that your con-
gregation can support the work of this United Methodist family member 
any time of year, not just on one designated Sunday. Visit http://www.
umcgiving.org/umcor for more details.

Christie R. House

http://www.umcmission.org/Give
http://www.umcmission.org/Give
http://www.umcgiving.org/umcor
http://www.umcgiving.org/umcor
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A Missionary Letter

Bible Seminars for  
Young Adults in Tanzania

I thank God for choosing me to 
serve the next generation in Tanza-

nia. I packed my bags, bought three 
Bible boxes, and left for 
Kasulu District with Zia-
da, who is gifted in lead-
ing praise and worship. 
Suddenly the heavy rain 
came down and made 
unpaved roads flooded 
everywhere. I prayed 
the whole time for 
safety until we arrived 
in Kasulu. The District 
Superintendent of Ka-
sulu, Rev. Vilian, came 
to greet us, provided 
a delicious dinner, and 
gave us fabrics to cover 
ourselves because we 
were wet and cold af-
ter the rain. When God 
calls—God provides!

There are 15 United Methodist 
churches in the Kasulu District. Five 
of these are located in the Nyarugusu 
refugee camp. Many in the camp are 
Congolese refugees who have been 
crossing the border to Tanzania since 
the civil unrest in the DRC began in 
the 1990s. I provided two Bible sem-
inars in Kasulu District, one for the 
churches inside Nyarugusu camp 
and one for the other 10 churches in 
the district, held in the Mijini UMC.

Some young adults rode by bicy-
cle for 11 hours to get to the Mijini 

FOR E-READERS, PHONES, AND TABLETS
The best format for reading New World Outlook on smaller screens  
is from newworldoutlook.org, optimized for mobile formats.

church for the seminar. Everyone was excited about getting together to learn God’s 
Word. I love to listen to young people reading the Bible together. How beautiful.

In the Nyarugusu camp seminar, each church was supposed to send five young 
leaders for the seminar, for a total of 25. But I ended up having 50, with additional 
pastors and some women and children. My big concern was how to feed them all. 

The God-given solution was 
not to turn anyone away, but 
to reassess our plan and offer 
just one meal a day so every-
one could eat something. No 
one complained. Their de-
sire to study the Bible was so 
great that they studied hard 
for two days, from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 

There was no power in the 
camp, so I could not take pho-
tos or video. However, I re-
corded every individual and 
every inspiring moment in 
my heart. We gave rainboots 
to 15 active leaders. The two 
winners of our preaching con-
test each received a bicycle.

Everybody asked me to 
come back. If God is willing, I will return to Nyarugusu. “Life is fragile, but God is with 
us.” This is the testimony from the congregations in the Nyarugusu refugee camp that 
I take with me.

Young Seon (Christina) Kim
Missionary in Tanzania, Director of the Next Generation Ministries 

Advance #3022281

Youth and young adults in front of the Mijini UMC in Tanzania, where the Bible 
Seminar was held. Young Seon is front row, second from right.   
PHOTO: COURTESY YOUNG SEON KIM

newworldoutlook.org
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T H E  T H E O L O G Y  O F 

Disaster Relief and 
Rehabilitation

by Thomas Kemper

The church experiences and engages in 
God’s mission as it pours itself out for 
others, ready to cross every boundary to 
call for true human dignity....

Global Ministries’ Theology of Mission Statement

And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one for the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Matthew 25:40

BACKGROUND PHOTO: MELISSA HINNEN

An International Orthodox 
Christian Charities (IOCC) 
distribution at St Afram’s Church 
(Syriac Orthodox) in Jordan.  
A number of families received 
school kits, hygiene kits, and 
supplies for babies from UMCOR.
PHOTO: COURTESY IOCC AND 
JESSICA HARGREAVES

newworldoutlook.org
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J esus was steeped in the Jewish 
tradition of holiness and in-
structed in the care of humanity.

Matthew 25 spells out the obliga-
tion Jesus’ followers have for those 
who are hungry, thirsty, sick, un-
clothed, or in prison. In the Great 
Commandment, Jesus tells us to 
love and care for our neighbors as 
we care for ourselves—an admoni-
tion also from the Old Testament—
and in Galatians 5:14, the Apostle 
Paul uses “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” to sum up the 
whole of religious law.

Identifying with and assisting 
individuals and communities af-
fected by disasters are ways that 
Christians follow Jesus Christ—
whether those disasters are nat-
urally or humanly generated. The 
mission theology statement of the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
makes this point clear: In God’s mis-
sion, “Jesus poured himself out in 
servanthood for all humanity” and 
“the church experiences and engag-
es in God’s mission as it pours itself 
out for others.”

This understanding of God’s mis-
sion highlights the spirit of disaster 
response necessary for post-disas-
ter restoration. For that reason, the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) is a natural part of 
our denomination’s mission agen-
cy. We follow and find Christ in di-
saster situations.

Many United Methodists take 
part in UMCOR’s disaster relief min-
istries through offerings given on 
UMCOR Sunday or by contributing 
funds through the Advance. A fair 
number of church members vol-
unteer for cleanup and rebuilding 
after hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 
or sometimes even armed combat. 
Whatever form it takes, Christian 
humanitarian relief is a deep affirma-
tion of theological conviction.

Distribution of UMCOR food portions in Akhtarin, Aleppo, Syria.
PHOTO: COURTESY INTERNATIONAL BLUE CRESCENT 

T H E  T H E O L O G Y  O F 

Disaster Relief and 
Rehabilitation

Biblical Roots
Concern for those in distress after a calamity is rooted in both the Old and New 
Testaments. As Rabbi Myrna Matsa observes: “The people of God accept in 
perpetuity the message of Leviticus 19:2: ‘You shall be holy because I the Lord 
your God am holy’ and holiness means to nurture the earth, care for humanity, 
and leave the world in a better condition than the way we found it.”

Acts 11 tells the story of what may have been the first Christian collection 
for disaster survivors. When the church in Antioch learned that fellow believ-
ers in Judea faced famine, “the disciples determined that according to their 
ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea.” (Acts 11:29) In 
the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10, Jesus broadens the definition of 
a “neighbor,” cutting across ethnic and religious boundaries for the sake of 
human service and dignity.

Our Wesleyan Heritage
Our Methodist heritage, stemming from John Wesley’s ministry in 18th cen-
tury England, includes a strong concern for people in jeopardy owing to hu-
man-caused or natural calamities. Wesley saw some of the results of rapid 
industrialization as disastrous. He railed against factories’ pollution of the air, 
water, and soil, and he started small enterprise programs to rescue at least 
some women and children from the mills. 

Wesley’s ministry extended to those sick from all causes, including indus-
trial contamination. Medicine was not highly developed in his time. Germs and 
microbes had not been identified, and existing health services were largely 
limited to the wealthy. Despite the many demands on his time, Wesley com-
piled the best available medical information, including home remedies, in a 
book entitled Primitive Physick. Every Methodist preacher making rounds on 
horseback in England was expected to carry this handbook in his saddle bag. 
The book became the best-selling practical manual of 18th century England.

This powerful Wesleyan tradition of concern for the vulnerable was at work 
in 1940, at the onset of World War II, when US Methodists first set up what 

humanity.Matthew
humanity.Matthew
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is today UMCOR. Its founding was 
triggered in part by memories of the 
horrendous effects of World War I on 
civilian populations. Bishop Herbert 
Welch conceived the idea as a loving 
response to a world of violence. God’s 
grace equips us for this obligation.

Humility and Confidence
Another Wesleyan theological theme 
addresses the attitude of the re-
sponders in disaster relief and sub-

sequent rehabilitation. John Wesley 
built into Methodism the conviction 
that all people need the grace of God 
to be redeemed. This has special ap-
plication for church members who 
set out to do “good works.” It is a re-
minder that the helpers—the funders 
and the cleanup teams—are not su-
perior in divine favor to those being 
assisted. To follow Jesus in servant-
hood to others is to be baptized in hu-
mility. We seek to be both confident 
and modest, asking not how our ac-
tion makes us look, but how putting 

our faith into action contributes to 
human welfare, peace, justice, and 
reconciliation.

As the embodiment of United 
Methodist disaster response, 
UMCOR offers services and pres-
ence without regard to religion, race, 
nationality, politics, or gender. It re-
sponds to small as well as large, well-
publicized disasters. John Wesley 
admonished Methodists to do as 
much good and as little harm as pos-

sible in the world. Those are guiding 
precepts in our response to disaster.

An Expression of Faith
The church’s disaster response is 
an expression of our faith, a confir-
mation of our discipleship, and a 
witness to our love for our neigh-
bors. As United Methodists, we do 
not distribute food, water, blankets, 
flood buckets, and health kits or re-
build shelters and schools with the 
objective of converting others ei-
ther to Christianity or to Methodism. 

Such a goal would miss the point of 
God’s grace which is offered without 
any strings attached. Disasters are 
opportunities for service, inviting us 
to our highest levels of compassion 
and concern. The theology of pres-
ence requires few words.

We also take a broad view of part-
nerships in disaster relief and re-
building. In the continuing response 
to the January 2010 earthquake in 
Haiti, UMCOR works with Methodist 
or ecumenical partners not only from 
the Caribbean and Latin America but 
also from Canada and the United 
Kingdom. We also cooperate with 
nonprofit agencies not affiliated with 
the church.In working with refugees 
fleeing the devastating 5-year-long 
civil war in Syria, UMCOR works with 
other Christian, nondenominational, 
and Muslim organizations.

Preserving and Restoring
Working with others, including other 
religious groups and government en-
tities, serves a theological objective: 
to recognize the fullness—the whole-
ness—of God’s created order and to 
collaborate with others in the restora-
tion and preservation of all creation, 
including human families and com-
munities. The focus is often on “the 
least of these” from Matthew 25, be-
cause the weakest—the poor, the 
isolated, and the elderly—are often 
hardest hit by natural and human-
caused disasters. Methodists have 
always been strongly committed to 
ministry with the poor. 

Restoration of housing, social in-
stitutions, and the means of making 
a living are long-term post-disaster 
tasks. UMCOR is well known as an 
agency that arrives early and stays 
the longest through disaster recov-
ery. Our work in response to the 
prolonged war in Bosnia lasted for 
years after hostilities ceased, cov-
ering a full decade and involving the 

A man pushes his wife in a wheel chair in the Zaatari refugee camp near Mafraq, Jordan. The ACT Alliance, 
of which UMCOR is a member, provides a variety of services to refugees living in the camp. UMCOR has 

also supported refugee programs through International Orthodox Christian Charities in the camp.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY

newworldoutlook.org
church.In
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restoration of farms. Work in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
has now extended for 16 years, and 
in Sudan and South Sudan, more 
than a decade. Job training and the 
rebuilding of homes, schools, and 
other infrastructure in Haiti is ongo-
ing, carried out in close collabora-
tion with local communities and the 
Haitian Methodist Church (Eglise 
Methodiste d’Haiti). UMCOR is es-
pecially skilled in post-disaster case 
management, a process that helps 
people get back on their feet eco-
nomically and socially. Sometimes a 
new start can take place in the area 
affected by the disaster, but some-
times people have to start over in a 
new place. UMCOR received major 
public contracts in case management 
following Hurricane Katrina, which 
devastated large areas of the US Gulf 
Coast in 2005. Much of the response 
was in collaboration with mission vol-
unteer teams, as was also the case 
in northeastern states in response to 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012. 

In fact, every annual conference in 
the United States has trained disas-
ter-response teams.Equipping such 
teams is a matter of both practical and 
theological necessity. As in the para-
ble of the wedding guests in Matthew 
25:1-13—in which the bridesmaids 
need to carry extra oil for the lamps 
used to welcome the wedding party—
we must be ready when God invites 
us to respond to human need. The 
message is to “be alert,” and that re-
quires training in disaster response.

A question that often arises is 
whether UMCOR engages in the 

replacement or repair of churches 
destroyed or damaged in disasters.
Since 2009, UMCOR has operated 
with a policy that up to 10 percent 
of the emergency funds raised for 
any particular US relief effort can be 
used for church repair and related 
needs. In 2010, this policy was ex-
tended to international disaster re-
sponse as well.

In keeping with the nonsectarian 
nature of UMCOR, the policy takes 
into account the reality that commu-
nity restoration may include restora-
tion of a place of worship of some 
other faith. Requests for domestic 
or international grants for work on 
places of worship are made indepen-
dently of requests for money for hu-
manitarian aid, but they follow the 
same process of accountability and 
careful review.

God at Work Through Us 
God is at work everywhere, all the 
time. So in God’s mission, we seek 
to serve others in humility and con-
fidence. We know that everyone 
needs—and has access to—God’s 
grace. In disaster response, we know 
there is no perfect humanitarian solu-
tion. We simply do our best, praying 
for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as we 
put our theology to work in action—
doing as much good as we can.

Thomas Kemper is general secretary of 
the General Board of Global Ministries.

UMCOR and Global Health support development projects around the world, such this 
integrated project in Guatemala that reached more than 800 participants with WASH projects, 
community health training, family planning, better farming methods, seed distribution, animal 
husbandry, and other efforts to improve overall health and food security.
PHOTO: BEHRHORST PARTNERS IN DEVELOPMENT

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF
UMCOR exists to assist United Methodists and churches to become in-
volved globally in direct ministry to persons in need through programs 
of relief, rehabilitation, and service, including issues of displaced per-
sons, hunger and poverty, disaster response, and disaster risk reduc-
tion; and to assist organizations, institutions, and programs related to 
annual conferences and other units of The United Methodist Church in 
their involvement in direct service to such persons in need.
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2016, ¶ 1315.

teams.Equipping
disasters.Since
disasters.Since
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G rowing up in the Methodist 
Church, I can joyfully say 
that the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) was 
a big part of my corporate memory. 
In my local church in West Virginia, 
our pastors and laity did an effective 
job of communicating the connec-
tional nature of our church’s disaster 
response ministry through UMCOR. 
I learned at an early age that we 
Methodists could be part of some-
thing much bigger—more than my 
congregation could do on its own. I 
knew that 100 percent of our gifts 
went to these ministries and I got 
the sense, early on that—wow, if 
you give something to this branch of 
the church’s life, it could truly make a 
difference.

I think UMCOR first came to life 
for me, most especially, in 1985, 
when a major flood hit West Virginia. 
I was deeply involved in the recov-
ery efforts there. We can take great 
pride knowing that when a need aris-
es and The United Methodist Church 
thoughtfully arrives on the scene, it 

does so with a wealth of connection-
al partners and it may well be the last 
to leave—often because of the work 
of UMCOR.

Role with UMCOR
I’m now serving with the Global 
Ministries’ board of directors as 
chair for UMCOR—and I am thrilled 
about that. Over the last eight years, 
serving with United Methodist 
Communications, I helped to raise 
$70 million for Imagine No Malaria. 
Now, with UMCOR, I am able to help 
spend it. The real joy for me is that I 
can see many of the benefits of the 
money that was raised. 

At one time, we used to throw 
bed nets off the back of pick-up 
trucks. People were using them for 
fishing nets and wedding veils, and 
all sorts of other things. So we decid-
ed a better direction was to get deep-
ly personal. With UMCOR’s help, we 
started training traditional birth atten-
dants to install and monitor bed-net 
usage. This method began to build 
relationships with people in African 

communities, and, because of those 
personal relationships, people lis-
tened. That’s when they got it.

In my heart of hearts I am an 
evangelist. I was called into a min-
istry that I believe was informed by 
God’s call to be a participant in mak-
ing the world a different place. And 
that means you try your best to inject 
grace, hopefulness, new possibili-
ties, and ways in which dreams can 
be realized by the people that you 
are serving. It’s the opportunity that 
we have, both in ways that respond 
to tragedy, but also in the ways that 
we respond with sustaining develop-
ment ministries over a long period of 
time. We have the chance to change 
people’s lives—and that’s much more 
than just providing relief.

Getting the Job Done
My work over the last decade has 
taught me that the power to impact 
lives is dependent on deep collabo-
ration. Younger generations are not 
concerned about preserving an orga-
nization as much as they are about 

UMCOR 
On Behalf of All United Methodists 

to a World in Need

by Thomas J. Bickerton

In the Congo Central Conference area— 
a practitioner takes blood from a baby 
at the Kananga Clinic, one of the health 
facilities of the UM conference. 
PHOTO: COURTESY UMCOR DRC

newworldoutlook.org
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preserving the hearts and souls of 
people. They don’t want to have a 
whole lot to do with institutions that 
don’t collaborate well. They want to 
get the job done.

When it comes to providing sig-
nificant relief for people across the 
globe, United Methodists do not have 
a corner on the market, but we have a 
distinct role to play. We can mobilize 
people and resources in a way that 
few other organizations can. We can 
mobilize rural, suburban, urban, liber-
al, moderate, conservative, domes-
tic, and international congregations 
around a common cause. Imagine 
No Malaria had just one $1 million 
gift. The other $69 million came from 
the dedicated, faithful giving of many, 
many of our people.

It is not possible for this one 
faith-based organization to eliminate 
malaria-related deaths. What is pos-
sible is for our faith-based organiza-
tion to partner with other sacred and 
secular partners around the world 
who share a common vision. When 
we were able to buy-in to that col-
laboration, we began to sense that 
together, we could eliminate malar-
ia-related deaths.

When I think about where UMCOR 
is heading in the years to come, I see 
big issues to address—diseases, 
more natural disasters of greater in-
tensity, climate change—the world 
is really in a challenging cycle. I think 
the only way we can maintain sustain-
able impact is to find and accentuate 
the kinds of collaborative partnerships 
that we need to get the job done.

Supporting UMCOR
At the heart of my calling, I am a com-
municator. You can never underesti-
mate what the simple act of telling 
a story will do. You mobilize peo-
ple when they find the commonali-
ty with the story that you are telling. 
When we effectively tell the story of 

mission and give people reason to 
believe they can be a participant in 
that story, that’s when we begin to 
build a wider base of support.

In a day and a time when commu-
nication is more important than ever, 
we at times have not done a very 
good job of telling our story or creat-
ing a place where people can identify 
with our story.

We need every dedicated pastor 
and layperson to be a strong commu-

nicator of the connection. If we do 
not effectively accentuate ministries 
like UMCOR’s, we give our denomi-
nation reason to believe that we don’t 
need one another.

But when we tell the story about 
how we pulled together to do some-
thing that we could not do on our 
own, we then begin to create a space 
in which people start to realize, “we 
need each other.” We can’t do with-
out one another, because the kind of 
impact we can make for Christ and 
for others in the world is very much 

dependent on our ability to come 
together. That crosses theological 
boundaries and issues because it 
gets to the heart and soul of meeting 
people’s needs where they are. We 
don’t meet the needs of people in a 
particular category. We’re a church 
for all of God’s children. Our theology 
backs that up. 

And so our mission outreach is 
not just to United Methodists—it’s on 
behalf of all United Methodists to a 

world that is broken. We’ve got to tell 
that story. I long for the people under 
my care to be theologically sound 
and confident to communicate that 
story—one that excites the imagina-
tion—of what an agency like UMCOR 
can be.

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton serves as the 
episcopal leader for the New York Annual 
Conference and on the executive commit-
tee of the General Board of Global Min-
istries’ board of directors as chair of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief.

United Methodist Bishop Thomas Bickerton (right) is welcomed in Kamina, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. Bickerton was part of a delegation from the United States that traveled 
to the DRC in observance of World Malaria Day.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS
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M y grandmother used to say that 
one of the worst things that 
can be said about a person is 

that “they mean well.” Yoda said simi-
larly, “Do or do not. There is no try.”

I like to say about the staff of the 
UMCOR Disaster Response unit that 
we help partners “do good well.” 
Some of our partners come to us 
with ideas that are clearly defined. 
They may just need a clarifying ques-
tion or two. Often, we can learn from 
them. In other instances, partners 
approach UMCOR with ideas that 
require help to develop. Our staff 
coaches them by sharing best prac-
tices, tips, and explaining standards 
that have been established interna-
tionally for humanitarian assistance. 
In some cases, we help partners 
move from meaning well and trying 
to do good to doing good well.

For some partners, the grant they 
receive from UMCOR may be their 
first foray into disaster response. In 

those cases, especially, we work to 
help them improve their understand-
ing of best practices.

Sharing best practices may mean 
helping partners find culturally accept-
able food rations that are also con-
sistent with caloric intake standards 
as recommended by the World Food 
Program, or daily water consumption 
guidelines suggested by the Sphere 
standards, a joint consortium of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) 
that work together to ensure excel-
lence in humanitarian assistance. Or 
maybe UMCOR demonstrates how to 
select beneficiaries in a way that is im-
partial and identifies the most vulner-
able in a community. Or perhaps we 
introduce a partner to the principles of 
protection in humanitarian assistance.

We listen to partners, building on 
their ideas. We learn. And we share 
what we’ve learned with others.

Ultimately, we do all this because, 
on behalf of The United Methodist 

Church, UMCOR cares for the vulner-
able and weak in this world. We do this 
because Christ told us to care for the 
least of these. And so, for 77 years, 
UMCOR has worked to “alleviate pov-
erty without regard for race or creed.”

Not too far back in our history, 
UMCOR would have shipped food or 
other items from the United States to 
help survivors of disasters. But we’ve 
learned that practice is not the best for 
the community being served. Shipping 
from the US can sometimes take up 
to eight weeks. In that time, what is 
required on the ground can change 
dramatically. Instead, we encourage 
partners to purchase supplies locally or 
regionally. In some cases, we support 
partners as they give vouchers or cash 
to beneficiaries so that they, them-
selves can select the food they want 
from local shops—in cases where 
markets are operating. 

The three main humanitarian prin-
ciples that undergird all our work are 

The Rev. Jack Amick 
(far left) assists with a 
distribution of Rainfresh 
water filtration units with 
GlobalMedic workers in 
Torbeck, Haiti.
PHOTO: GLOBALMEDIC

Doing Good Well
by Jack Amick

D I S A S T E R  R E S P O N S E
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that the dignity of disaster survivors 
should be maintained, that we do no 
harm, and that we serve with impar-
tiality. I have heard it said that “hu-
manitarian” assistance is secular and 
not Christian. On the contrary, well-
implemented humanitarian assis-
tance can be a real and tangible sign 
of unconditional love. It can be, dare I 
say, sacramental. It can be a physical 
reminder that God loves all.

The concept of dignity in disas-
ter response comes alive when part-
ners choose not to provide survivors 
with used clothing or when we prog-
ress in our hearts past the place where 
we say, “This will be good enough for 
them.” When we give survivors choic-
es, they can exercise their rights with 
dignity. When we provide a food ration 
large enough that beneficiaries are not 
forced to beg for more in a few days, 
we help them maintain their dignity. 
We’re told that we will receive a full 
measure, pressed down, shaken, and 
flowing over—abundance. Are we pre-
pared to provide those who suffer that 
same kind of abundance?

UMCOR asks, “Are we doing harm 
through this grant?” In setting up part-
nerships, are we setting up structures 
of power imbalance, or relationships 
that create a continual dependency, 
which do not promote sustainabili-
ty? Are we engaging in practices that 
harm the environment…which even-
tually hurt people?  Do we seek local 
solutions whenever possible? Jesus 
reminds the 70 disciples he sends out 
that all they need they will find right in 
the communities they enter, or that 
the people on the hillside where he 
preached will have enough to share.

Impartiality means that UMCOR 
is not an insurance agency for 
Methodists.  Whether or not one has 
a relationship with the UMC does not 
affect the assistance one receives. 
We encourage partners to identi-
fy the most vulnerable and build a 

response around those people, rather than building a response activity around 
the Methodists in the community or focused on a church building. In the story of 
the Good Samaritan, Jesus reminds us that our prime goal is to help people, with-
out regard to religion or nationality.

I am privileged to be able to lead this team that works hard to make sure that 
100 percent of your donation is effectively used by partners as they respond to 
disaster or prepare for disasters. Regardless of their background, the entire team 
considers this work to be a sacred trust. With this dedication and your support, I 
am convinced we can work together to do good well.

The Rev. Jack Amick serves as senior director for UMCOR’s Disaster Response, Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries.

Restoring Clean Drinking Water to 
Haitians After Hurricane Matthew
from reports by Adam Petricic

Hurricane Matthew, the first cate-
gory five hurricane to affect the 

Atlantic Ocean since 2007, struck 
the island nation of Haiti October 4, 
2016. In Haiti, the storm affected  
2.1 million people, displaced 176,000 
people, and led to more than 1,000 
casualties. According to the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), 
close to 4,000 suspected cases 
of cholera were reported in Haiti  
because of contaminated water  
supplies in areas most affected by 
the hurricane.

GlobalMedic, the operational 
arm of the David McAntony Gibson 
Foundation, a registered Canadian charity, received a grant from UMCOR to 
distribute Rainfresh Household Water Purification units, providing clean drink-
ing water to families affected by Hurricane Matthew. In total, the project goal 
was the distribution of 1,800 Rainfresh units, providing 12,451 people with 
clean drinking water for up to one year. It also provided training on the assem-
bly and use of the water purification units for all families receiving the units.

Each Rainfresh unit consists of two 20 liter buckets and lids, four ceramic 
filters, a spigot, a cleaning pad, a gauge, and instructional material. The two 
buckets sit one on top of the other—one for the untreated water and the other 
for safe drinking water. The upper container houses four ceramic cartridges 
through which the untreated water flows under gravity. Clean water collects 

A GlobalMedic staff member helps families in Haiti 
assemble Rainfresh purification units. UMCOR partnered 
with GlobalMedic to get fresh water to families that 
needed it after Hurricane Matthew struck the island.
PHOTO: GLOBALMEDIC
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Development Foundation (IBC), 
among others, in their efforts to re-
lieve the suffering and hardship of 
refugees and displaced populations 
in both Syria and Iraq. UMCOR’s sup-
port is ongoing—as the relief organi-
zations finish one project they submit 
for funding for the next—necessary 
because neither the conflicts nor the 
hardships seem to end.

Last summer, the MECC assist-
ed families in Damascus displaced 
by Syria’s civil war. A grant from 
UMCOR enabled the agency to pro-
vide rent assistance for families that 
fled from their homes in Deir Alzour 

because of fighting. MECC targeted 
large families, female-headed house-
holds, and families with disabled chil-
dren or other family members injured 
as a result of the conflict.

The cash assistance for the target-
ed families allowed them to use their 
meager assets for food and medical 
needs. All beneficiaries realized the 
added value of MECC’s services.

In Iraq, ongoing military operations 
in the Ninawa region and the govern-
ment’s retaking of the city of Mosul 
from Islamic State fighters resulted 

in the bottom water container. The unit purifies three liters of clean drinking 
water per hour—enough to support the daily needs for an entire family.

Because of GlobalMedic’s Rapid Response Team and UMCOR’s ability to 
quickly assess emergency grants, GlobalMedic was able to meet with local 
Haitian government offices and the United Nations WASH Cluster in Haiti less 
than 48 hours after Hurricane Matthew crossed the island. Through this coordi-
nation, GlobalMedic was assigned to distribute Rainfresh units to communities 
in the South Department, where the need for clean drinking water was dire.

Work ing  wi th  the 
Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA), 
a local partner in Haiti, 
GlobalMedic distributed the 
Rainfresh units through 15 
different distribution points. 
In addition to the training of-
fered to all recipients of the 
Rainfresh units, two to four 
members of each commu-
nity received additional in-
depth instruction. These 
“Rainfresh Experts” agreed 
to help other community 
members assemble their 
units, as well as answer any 

questions about the unit’s operation. They visited the homes of senior and dis-
abled beneficiaries to ensure they had set-up their units correctly and were 
using them effectively.

Adam Petricic is an emergency programs officer with GlobalMedic.

Supporting Syrian and Iraq Refugees 
in Times of Conflict
from reports by the Middle East Council of Churches 
(MECC) and the International Blue Crescent Relief and 
Development Foundation (IBC)

F rom its humble beginnings in 1940, UMCOR has assisted Methodists in their 
calling to care for refugees and others displaced by war and violent human-

made conflicts. This responsibility—to intervene, advocate, and care for peo-
ple fleeing fighting and its aftermath—continues today. Jack Amick, UMCOR’s 
senior director for Disaster Response, confirms that about half of UMCOR’s 
International Disaster Response grants support efforts to serve people in con-
flict-related disasters.

In the past year, UMCOR has supported the work of the Middle East 
Council of Churches (MECC) and the International Blue Crescent Relief and 

Iraqis displaced by fighting in Mosol late in 
2016 receive culturally appropriate food-aid 
packages from UMCOR partner International 
Blue Crescent. Families were forced to flee 
first an ISIS takeover and then fighting by the 
government to take back Mosul from ISIS.
PHOTO: INTERNATIONAL BLUE CRESCENT

Beneficiaries in Haiti receive Rainfresh water filtration units 
made possible by a grant from UMCOR and a partnership with 

GlobalMedic. This community needed fresh water after Hurricane 
Matthew struck the island in 2016.

PHOTO: GLOBALMEDIC
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in heavy casualties and a large-scale 
displacement of the civilian popula-
tion. Emergency needs for protection, 
water, food, shelter, and medical assis-
tance are keenly felt by this exhaust-
ed population. The IBC approached 
UMCOR for assistance with emer-
gency food distributions in the Shakah 
area of Iraq, in cooperation with the 
local government authorities.

The crisis in Iraq necessitates regu-
lar humanitarian assistance to approx-
imately 11 million people, 4.7 million 
of whom are children. About 3.3 mil-
lion in Iraq are currently displaced. 
Many have moved in with relatives but 
about 11 percent live in camps for dis-
placed people. Baghdad, Anbar, and 
Duhok areas are hosting 43 percent 
of the displaced population. According 
to IBC, more than half of the commu-
nities in Iraq are unable to meet their 
basic needs.

 Partnering with UMCOR, IBC 
was able to provide direct food aid of 
monthly rations to some of the most 
vulnerable people among the dis-
placed in the Shekan District. The proj-
ect reached 865 families, more than 
4,000 displaced individuals in all.

Grant reports provided by Nulan Uker 
for IBC and Ghassan Chahin and Assel 
Soub from the MECC Syria office. 

Relief in 
Bangladesh With 
Partner HEED 
Bangladesh
from reports by Jishu Barua

O ften, UMCOR responds to nat-
ural disasters that are recogniz-

able and well-known in the United 

States, such as hurricanes Matthew, 
Sandy or Katrina. However, UMCOR 
also responds to many more disas-
ters that UMC members may never 
hear about—acting on the request 
of partners who are trying to allevi-
ate suffering in their corners of the 
world. In May 2016, Bangladesh 
was in the path of Cyclone Roanu, 
which killed 26 and submerged doz-
ens of villages in floodwater. HEED 
Bangladesh (Health, Education, and 
Economic Development), a non-prof-
it humanitarian agency, partnered 
with UMCOR to respond with im-
mediate emergency relief, reaching 
the most vulnerable in the cyclone-
affected areas.

Relief from HEED Bangladesh 
was able to reach all the way 
to Nan* in the Bhola District of 
Bangladesh. Since birth, Nan, now 
28, has navigated his life through 
both physical and mental challeng-
es. Nan and his parents survive on 
the income his father makes repair-
ing bicycles. Before Cyclone Roanu, 
they had a small tin-shed house, but 

the cyclone blew it away and dam-
aged everything within.

Nan’s father was not able to work 
on a new shelter and earn enough 
money to buy food for his family. As a 
result, Nan’s parents turned to neigh-
bors for assistance, going door-to-
door seeking hand-outs. When HEED 
Bangladesh staff reached their shel-
ter with a relief distribution survey, 
Nan’s mother broke down in tears, 
worried for Nan’s health. The survey 
team enlisted Nan for relief, which 
would also help his family.

They received rice, lentils, cooking 
oil, sugar, and salt. Nan said he could 
not imagine that he would receive 
such support—that anyone would 
find him to offer help. His family re-
ceived sufficient food for a month, 
which, in the meantime, enabled his 
father to resume his work. The family 
thanked both HEED Bangladesh and 
UMCOR for relief.

Jishu Barua is the operations manager 
for HEED Bangladesh.
* Nan’s real name has been withheld.

HEED Bangladesh distributes food packages in the aftermath of Cyclone Roanu with UMCOR’s 
support.  PHOTO: HEED BANGLADESH
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Connecting Neighbors
   for Disaster Response

The Revs. Susan Ferguson (left) and Robert Johnson (right) visit with 
Trent Noel while Noel takes a break from gutting flood-damaged 
drywall at his mother’s home in Lafayette, Louisiana. Ferguson is 
pastor at Asbury United Methodist Church and Johnson is pastor of 
Louisiana Avenue United Methodist Church, both in Lafayette.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS 

by Catherine G. Earl

As a program of The 
United Methodist Church, 
the US Disaster Response 

unit of UMCOR is mandated 
by the Book of Discipline to 

provide support to annual 
conferences as partners in 

disaster ministry. UMCOR 
primarily does this by 

offering training, expertise, 
relief supplies, and funding. 

Conferences, in turn, channel 
that support to districts  

and churches. 

“Connecting Neighbors: A Church 
Readiness Curriculum,” UMCOR, 

March 2016

U S  D I S A S T E R  R E S P O N S E
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I n June 2016, parts of West 
Virginia accumulated nine inches 
of rain in a matter of hours, caus-

ing the worst flooding the state has 
seen in 30 years. The floods claimed 
23 lives and damaged or destroyed 
thousands of homes. In the midst 
of the storm, Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church, in White Sulphur 
Springs, was spared severe flooding 
damage. It became a major center for 
distribution of relief items.

“We’ve got buckets; we’ve got 
water; we’ve got food; we’ve got paper 
towels,” the Rev. Shari Stilgenbauer, 
Emmanuel’s pastor, told 
United Methodist News 
Service reporter, Sam 
Hodges. “We’ve even 
got pet food and kitty 
litter.”

Rev. Stilgenbauer 
confirmed that home 
damage was wide-
spread in her flooded 
community. “It’s dev-
astating, and that’s put-
ting it mildly. We have a 
couple of little commu-
nities…things are just 
gone. We have a trail-
er park that’s basically 
wiped out.”

Fortunately, the West 
Virginia Conference was well pre-
pared to deal with this emergency. 
West Virginia’s conference disas-
ter response coordinator, the Rev. 
Dan Lowther, had received a capac-
ity-building grant from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) just six weeks before the 
storm happened, so that he could 
train all the district disaster response 
coordinators. Those district coordina-
tors were mobilized after the storm. 
In addition, the West Virginia Council 
of Churches, an ecumenical group 
that responds to disasters, identified 
five staging areas across the state 

where United Methodist clergy were 
deployed to provide pastoral support 
for people affected by the flood and 
for first responders.

Connected in Response
Following a disaster in the United 
States, UMCOR’s initial response is 
to support the people of The United 
Methodist Church as they act to ad-
dress human suffering. UMCOR per-
sonnel reach out to the leadership 
of a conference to gain an under-
standing of how the community has 
been affected, what congregations 

are doing to respond to the needs 
of their neighbors, and how UMCOR 
can support that response.

The United Methodist connec-
tional system is rich with resources, 
such as UMCOR’s robust relief sup-
ply network and the ability to facilitate 
communications and coordinate re-
sources between national voluntary 
agencies and governmental partners. 

When disasters strike, UMCOR 
personnel reach out to offer confer-
ence leaders assistance with devel-
oping relief and recovery ministries. 
UMCOR financial grants, available 
because of the generosity of United 

Methodists and benefactors who 
value UMCOR’s work, allow a disas-
ter-impacted conference to develop 
creative and appropriate respons-
es to address urgent humanitarian 
needs and launch recovery minis-
tries. A basic, foundational principle 
in all of UMCOR’s work is that heal-
ing takes place in the context of com-
munity and therefore the community 
owns its own recovery.

Winds and Water in 2016
UMCOR supports the UMC in its read-
iness for and response to many types 

of disasters, those with 
a natural cause and 
those that may have 
been caused by human 
error. When trouble 
comes to God’s people, 
we must respond with 
all the compassion and 
wisdom we can mus-
ter, and UMCOR often 
finds that direction 
from within those local 
churches and commu-
nities affected, as well 
as from the dedicated 
conference disaster re-
sponse coordinators 
who train and study, 
who deploy and learn, 

and who share their resources and 
training in the affected areas. 

In 2016, flood and wind disas-
ters resulted in the most damage 
and hardship in the United States. 
UMCOR assisted with the Sabine 
River Basin flood in East Texas and 
Louisiana in March, the Houston 
flood in April, West Virginia flash and 
river flooding in June, Baton Rouge 
area floods in August, and Hurricane 
Matthew in October, to name a few 
of the US responses last year.

Nearly $5 million was disbursed 
by UMCOR in 2016 for US disaster 
response, which addressed relief 

A Bible pulled from the wreckage of St. James United Methodist Church in 
Joplin, Missouri, dries in the sun.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS
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and recovery needs of those most 
in need of the resources and human 
services supported by the generosity 
of UMCOR’s donors. UMCOR’s sup-
porters understand and highly value 
that 100 percent of their donation 
supports the work where it is most 
needed. Of course, UMCOR grants, 
combined with the assets and re-
sources of the conference, help le-
verage the significant contributions 
of the volunteers, without whom 
we could not extend the quality and 
quantity of our work in the United 
States as needed.

UMCOR’s US Disaster Response 
unit, headquartered in Global 
Ministries’ new offices in Atlanta, 
Georgia, is supported by consultants 
with broad experience and depth of 
expertise. Because of UMCOR’s be-
lief that those who are impacted 
understand their needs best, we de-
pend on UMCOR-trained disaster co-
ordinators who manage the response 
and who know how to engage the 
resources of The United Methodist 
Church. Our conversation with those 
coordinators is on-going—before, 
during, and well after disasters break 
homes and hearts.

It is the people of the church—
the volunteers, leaders, and others—
who embody “UMCOR” and who 
earn the trust of survivors, donors, 
and partners.

Connecting Neighbors
“Connect ing Neighbors” is 
UMCOR’s recently-updated program 
that gives congregations the tools 
and information they need to guide 
the development of their disaster-
response ministries. Congregations 
that invest their time in “Connecting 
Neighbors” training are better pre-
pared for what emergencies may 
come, able to draw on local resourc-
es more quickly in the wake of a 
disaster and more confident that 

United Methodists will be a resource 
for community recovery. 

Though UMCOR has training re-
sources for all disaster response func-
tions, it has developed a niche for case 
management within the national disas-
ter response community and is often 
the “go-to” organization for disaster 
case management training. Through 

this case management recovery part-
nership with survivors, lives can be 
changed and families made more re-
silient to face whatever personal di-
sasters they experience in the future. 
UMCOR’s case management trainers 
abide by an underlying philosophy of 
care that moves disaster survivors be-
yond file folders and into a holistic plan 
for recovery that addresses physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs.

From case management training, 
early response team training, and 
“Connecting Neighbors,” to work-
shops for bishops and cabinet mem-
bers, UMCOR has something to teach 

people about disaster response. In 
2016, UMCOR US Disaster Response 
offered 83 trainings, equipping 1,553 
dedicated people to respond in the 
most meaningful and helpful ways. 
Its training programs have made di-
saster response more efficient, in-
creased ecumenical participation, and 
strengthened public-private partner-

ships. All this ultimately helps disas-
ter survivors recover over the months 
and years it takes to regain a sense of 
normalcy. All this makes disaster re-
sponse a way to live out the mission 
of The United Methodist Church to 
transform the world.

Catherine G. Earl is director of Disaster 
Response and US Partner Relations for 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). With thanks to Sam Hodges 
and Linda Bloom of UMNS and the Rev. 
Deborah Coble of the West Virginia Con-
ference for reporting on West Virginia flood 
recovery.

Catherine Earl (foreground) surveys damage caused by a tornado that touched down in 
Mississippi in January 2017. Earl, the director of Disaster Response and US Partner Relations  
for UMCOR, made the rounds with Bishop Earl Swanson of the conference (far right) and the 
Rev. Kenny McGill, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator.
PHOTO: TAMICA SMITH-JEUITT
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R elief-supply kits help provide care for the most vul-
nerable people during times of crisis. The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) collects 

six types of kits for global distribution and cleaning buck-
ets for US distribution after storms.

Kits help sustain every-
day life for people who lack 
ready access to essential 
supplies. They provide vital 
support for UMCOR’s de-
velopment work and make 
a tangible difference in peo-
ple’s lives

UMCOR operates two 
supply depots—UMCOR 
Sager Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, Louisiana, and 
UMCOR Depot West in 

Salt Lake City, Utah. It also collaborates with a network 
of United Methodist relief-supply warehouses across the 
United States. Congregations can assemble and send or 
drop off kits and supplies at the depot nearest to them, 

assured that their donations will be received and distrib-
uted by UMCOR.

In 2016, more than 280,000 kits, with a value of more 
than $6 million, were shipped out to people who need-
ed them. Thanks to the generosity of so many United 
Methodists across the connection, God’s love and care is 
felt far and wide in tangible and practical ways.

For information about relief-supply kits and how to 
make them, visit http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/
Relief-Supplies

Demonstration videos on assembling kits can be  
found here: https://vimeo.com/gbgm/videos/ 
search:assemble/sort:date

Besides making kits, volunteers are also needed at the 
supply centers to assemble and verify what comes in. 
Making a donation to the Materials Resource Advance 
is another way to support this ministry. This fund allows 
UMCOR to purchase additional supplies when needed to 
fill requests.

Statistics and information provided by Amy Fuselier, director, 
UMCOR Sager Brown.

R E L I E F  K I T S :  A  N E T W O R K  O F  H O P E

UMCOR Kits
3 Health Kit
3 School Kit
3 Birthing Kit
3 Bedding Kit
3 Sewing Kit
3 Layette Kit
3 Cleaning Bucket
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UMCOR Relief Centers

Left: UMCOR supplies are unloaded by volunteers at First United 
Methodist Church in Moore, Oklahoma, to help with tornado relief. 
PHOTO: RANDY MCGUIRE/OKLAHOMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief
https://vimeo.com/gbgm/videos
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Reducing
 the Risk of       

    Disaster

Yovanna Troansky, UMCOR’s 
manager for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
speaks with participants who 
traveled from countries in Latin 
America and the Caribbean to take 
part in a Disaster Risk Reduction 
training held at Global Ministries’ 
headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia.
PHOTO: CYNTHIA MACK

by Yovanna Troansky

I am grateful for the 
knowledge about disaster 

risk reduction. This will 
help us greatly, as we are 

always beset by disasters. 
I learned that we need 

to be aware of weather 
updates and to be alert 

in times of emergencies. 
I learned about the 

hazards in our barangay 
(community) and what 

we can do.

Adelrita Ay-ay, a beneficiary 
of an UMCOR Disaster Risk 

Reduction grant in partnership 
with Relief International in the 

Philippines, January 2017.

D I S A S T E R  R I S K  R E D U C T I O N

T he United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has as its goal to allevi-
ate suffering in communities. When a natural hazard, such as a tornado, hur-
ricane, or earthquake, has churned into a disaster because of a community’s 

vulnerability and lack of resources, UMCOR is grateful for the many people who 
help survivors recover some of their material goods. No one, though, can recover 
a life lost in a disaster. Losing someone close can generate permanent suffering. 

Disaster risk reduction (DRR) is a process that seeks to avoid and alleviate suf-
fering in proactive and long-lasting ways. This process helps communities iden-
tify their vulnerabilities and the resources needed to address them and thereby 
reduce or mitigate the negative impacts of hazards.

Adelrita Ay-ay is from Barangay 85, San Jose, Tacloban City, one of the com-
munities hardest hit by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. She knows now how vulnera-
ble her community was during the storm. “We did not prepare for the incoming 
typhoon at the time, thinking that it was just one of those typhoons that visit us 
normally,” Adelrita said in an interview with Relief International in the Philippines. 
“People were so used to having typhoons all the time that we only made minimal 
preparation.”

Through the course of the storm, Alderita’s house became a refuge for several 
of her neighbors, but even on the second floor, the water rose to be knee-deep. 
They lost everything, but they survived. 

Adelrita is a Barangay Nutrition Scholar (BNS) from her village. Barangay 85 
was chosen to participate in Relief International’s Urban Disaster Risk Reduction 
Project, which was offered in partnership with UMCOR. Although her family has 
had to relocate from the village, Adelrita takes with her the knowledge she learned 
and she will teach others about how prepare in advance to reduce the risks and 
effects of devastating storms.
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Prevention and Preparedness
All people have the right to live in a 
place where life can thrive. Yet, im-
poverished communities register 
more disasters than other communi-
ties. This doesn’t mean that they are 
struck by a greater number of haz-
ards but that, because of their levels 
of vulnerability, the impact is more 
frequently disastrous.

Disaster risk reduction aims to 
help communities understand the 
importance of creating and maintain-
ing a balanced relationship between 
the natural environment and the en-
vironment that humans build, of mit-
igating existing risks and increasing 
resilience, and of preventing the cre-
ation of future risks.

For the DRR process to be ef-
fective, it needs to be made an in-
tegral part of daily community life. 
It is particularly connected with so-
cioeconomic development process-
es because disasters are, ultimately, 
the result of gaps in human develop-
ment. These gaps create stress in 
the relationship between the natural 
and built environments.

UMCOR engages in three main 
strategies for reducing the risks of 
disaster, depending on the needs 
and resources identified by commu-
nity members.

1. Remedial—This approach helps 
communities manage their current 
risk scenarios, so they understand 
the connection between their built 
and natural environments and the 
consequences of their actions. Once 
the issues are clear, communities 
work together to identify ways to re-
establish balance. In Indonesia, for 
example, UMCOR worked with com-
munities to build water reservoirs that 
supply communities with drinking 
water during dry seasons. 

2. Proactive—Using this strategy, 
communities prepare to manage the 
challenges of natural hazards and 
avoid the generation of future disaster 
risks. Communities learn to identify 
imbalance, its cumulative effects, and 
the changes needed to avoid disas-
ter. An example of this is UMCOR’s 
support for the local government 
of Las Terrenas, in the Dominican 
Republic, to establish land-use poli-
cies that avoid erosion and preserve 
the earth. Another, in the Philippines, 
is UMCOR’s work with communities 
to build evacuation centers and help 
residents understand how to better 
prepare for emergencies. 

3. Reactive—This basic approach 
helps communities respond to 

emergencies in timely and effec-
tive ways, reducing loss and protect-
ing people’s lives and integrity. Along 
these lines, UMCOR worked with the 
Methodist Church in Peru to establish 
and train volunteer teams at local lev-
els who will help in the church’s re-
sponse to disasters. 

UMCOR works with communi-
ties around the world in disaster risk 
reduction programs that draw from 
these three strategies. It is vital to 
our shared life on Earth that we em-
brace, at the level of every commu-
nity, the need to reverse patterns 
of imbalance, degradation, and lack 
of awareness. 

Rapid and unplanned urbanization 
and environmental degradation are 
increasing the exposure of commu-
nities to hazards, and the effects of 
climate change are intensifying the 
hazards. Communities can’t stop 
natural hazards from happening, but 
they can increase their resilience to 
disasters and, in that way, avoid or 
reduce the suffering generated by 
the impact of disasters.

Yovanna Troansky is the manager for 
UMCOR’s Disaster Risk Reduction, the 
General Board of Global Ministries.

Basic Life Support and First Aid training participants, resource speakers, and Relief 
International-Philippines staff members at the November 2016 Disaster Risk Reduction training 
held in partnership with UMCOR.  PHOTO: RELIEF INTERNATIONAL

Speakers from Relief International, Philippines, 
demonstrate how to make an improvised stretcher 
during rescue operations using bandages and bamboo. 
This UMCOR partner project in the Philippines is helping 
communities to be better prepared to respond in the 
case of typhoons.
PHOTO: RELIEF INTERNATIONAL
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T he United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) implements a vari-
ety of construction and shelter proj-

ects as part of its development work, 
mainly through its country offices, but 
sometimes as part of meeting emergen-
cy needs as well. In Haiti, UMCOR has 
joined with different partners at differ-
ent times to work on the most immedi-
ate needs for shelter—from temporary, 
emergency shelter construction to build-
ing more permanent housing as well as 
repair and construction of school and 
health facilities. Recent UMCOR con-
struction efforts in Haiti have included a 
unique kind of structure—footbridges.

Aloude Simon is a 67-year-old Haitian 
widow with eight children. For many 
years, she made a living selling charcoal and 
herbal ingredients she foraged for use in tradi-
tional medicine. She first sold in the public mar-
ket in Petion-Ville, but since 1976, she has sold 
her goods in the community market common-
ly named Telele, located in Bristou and Bobin. 
Currently she sells food products (maize, rice 
and beans) and cosmetic items.

Home to 24,000 people in an area of just 25 
hectares, Brisout and Bobin are separated from 
the main portion of Port-au-Prince by a wide ra-
vine. The neighborhoods sit on sandy soil that 
erodes easily. Although relatively stable during 
the dry season, the rainy season creates land-
slides and turns the ravine into a raging, im-
passable torrent. This, combined with a high 
population density, renders conditions in and 
around the ravine deadly. The market is often 
cluttered by debris and mud resulting from 
flooding during rainy season.

To resolve this issue, UMCOR Haiti, in con-
sultation with community groups, proposed the 
construction of five footbridges. These bridges 
allow residents to safely walk across the ravine 
and connect with the larger community.

In addition to the bridges, UMCOR Haiti 

incorporated public green spaces at the end of 
the bridge and paths, including lighting, bench-
es, and landscaping, creating focal points for the 
community. 

Thanks to the footbridge construction proj-
ect, the residents and vendors can cross the 
ravine safely with no fear of falling or getting 
dirty. “Before, during the rainy period, student’s 
feet and shoes would get dirty on their way 
to school; their parents would have to pay for 
shoe cleaning, or send shoe-cleaning supplies 
to school with them” explained Simon. “Now, 
we do not have to pass through such difficulties 
because of the footbridges.”

The project has also supported the commu-
nity’s economic growth, as traders no longer 
need to finish their trade before the sun sets. 
“With the lighting from the solar panels, I can 
stay late at the market. I get a lot more custom-
ers and the extended hours are profitable for 
me,” Simon concluded. “The community has 
dreamed of having a footbridge and UMCOR 
has made this dream come true.”

UMCOR Haiti has implemented multiple phases of 
relief, recovery, and development in Haiti in the af-
termath of the 2010 earthquake.

Bridges for Community Resilience 
UMCOR Haiti

Jean Gaby Nord (center) and Evance Magloire (to the right of 
Nord), shelter engineers for the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, walk across a footbridge over Ravine de Boukan Lapuie 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, that was later rebuilt as part of the relief 
agency’s “Neighborhood Renewal–Footbridges and Safe Public 
Spaces” project.  PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

A woman makes her way 
through the Ravine de 
Boukan Lapuie in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, which often 
floods during heavy rains. 
UMCOR later rehabilitated 
a footbridge across the 
ravine as part of the 
“Neighborhood Renewal—
Footbridges and Safe Public 
Spaces” project.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS
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UMCOR Earns 4-Star Rating from  
Charity Navigator
Because of its strong financial health and commitment 
to accountability, the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) earned a 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator, America’s largest independent charity evalu-
ator. This is the first time that UMCOR has earned this 
top distinction.

“UMCOR’s exceptional 4-star rating sets it apart from 
its peers and demonstrates its trustworthiness to the 
public,” stated Michael Thatcher, president and CEO of 
Charity Navigator. “Only a quarter of the charities rated 
by Charity Navigator receive the distinction of our 4-star 
rating. This adds UMCOR to a preeminent group of chari-
ties working to overcome our world’s most pressing chal-
lenges. Based on its 4-star rating, people can trust that 
their donations are going to a financially responsible and 
ethical charity when they decide to support UMCOR.”

Thomas Kemper, chief executive of the General Board 
of Global Ministries, added: “As a ministry of The United 
Methodist Church through the General Board of Global 
Ministries, UMCOR’s goal is to assist the most vulner-
able persons affected by crisis or chronic need. It is im-
portant for our donors to trust that we’re using their 
donations wisely to accomplish this goal. This 4-star 
Charity Navigator rating, along with the fact that UMCOR 
has met all 20 of the criteria for charities set by the 
Better Business Bureau, demonstrate to our supporters 
our good governance and financial accountability.”

Desert Southwest Conference Provides Services 
for Released Immigrants
In December 2016, the US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) contacted Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata, 
of the Desert Southwest Annual Conference, to ask if 
UM churches could help provide transitional services to 
families that had been detained at the Arizona border and 
were ready for release.

The INN Project, as it was called, hosted close to 3,000 
single-parent, female-headed families who needed tem-
porary care to transition out of detention. Several church-
es in the conference have opened their doors. Families 
receive food, lodging, access to shower and laundry 

facilities, and assistance with contacting their relatives in 
the United States. Once their US relatives have respond-
ed, the families can be released into their care until their 
court appearances.

UMCOR supported the Desert Southwest Conference 
in this work with a grant of $60,000. In addition to 
UMCOR’s financial partnership, the conference engaged 
expertise from local social services agencies with con-
siderable experience in migration services. The INN 
Project proceeded with the approval of the local and 
county government.

Interim Leader Named for UMCOR
Dr. Olusimbo Ige was been named the interim executive 
director of the UMCOR, effective March 31. She will also 
continue to serve as executive director of the mission 
agency’s Global Health unit.

DEATHS—Lois L. Marquart, retired deaconess with 
more than 35 years of service in the United States, died 
April 17, 2016…Dan Adams, a retired missionary with 
8 ½ years of service in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, died August 1, 2016…Thomas Larwood, a re-
tired missionary with 4 years of service in South Korea, 
died September 6, 2016…Duane Dennis, retired mis-
sionary with more than 18 years of service in Nigeria, died 
October 5, 2016…Lois Miles, retired missionary with 7 
years of service, mainly in South Korea, died November 
7, 2016…Nancy Daleney, retired deaconess with more 
than 6 years of service, including with UMCOR Refugee 
Ministries in New York, died  November 11, 2016…Kjell 
Knutsen, retired missionary with nearly 25 years of ser-
vice in Malaysia, died November 23, 2016…Howard 
Wickler, retired missionary with nearly 29 years of ser-
vice in the Philippines, died November 24, 2016…James 
Swain, retired missionary with 10 ½ years of service 
in India, died November 28, 2016…Ida Diane Ramsey 
Criss, retired deaconess with 15 ½ years of service in 
the United States, died December 11, 2016…Charles 
Tucker, retired missionary with more than 13 years of 
service in Chile, died December 14, 2016…Stanley 
Brush, retired missionary with nearly 15 years of service 
in Pakistan, died December 29, 2016.
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T he United Methodist Committee 
on Rel ief ’s Internat ional 
Development unit works 

through its field offices and an ex-
tensive partner network to facilitate 
long-term community development 
and empowerment in areas of great 
need. Many development issues 
and opportunities are interrelated, so 
UMCOR uses integrated solutions 
to address the root causes of specif-
ic problems, working alongside local 
communities to develop their assets. 

UMCOR specializes in solutions that 
help people become self-reliant.

UMCOR’s areas of work in interna-
tional development are: sustainable 
agriculture and food security in con-
junction with nutrition; economic and 
social development; and the cross-
cutting issues of water, sanitation 
and hygiene (WASH). Sustainable 

agriculture and food security, health 
ministries, and WASH programs are 
now shared with Global Ministries’ 
Global Health unit.

 
Five Country Offices
UMCOR implements many of its 
development projects through five 
field offices, namely; the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), Haiti, 
Sudan, South Sudan, and Zimbabwe. 
Each country office works with local 
communities and local governments 

to identify a community’s 
needs. Development projects 
are funded mostly by external 
donors, with the exception of 
Haiti, which continues to use 
funds raised by the United 
Methodist Church after the 
Haiti earthquake of 2010.

Democratic Republic  
of the Congo (DRC)
UMCOR DRC is currently im-
plementing two major health-
related projects. The first is 
part of a mass campaign, 
serving an estimated 8 mil-
lion beneficiaries, to distribute 
mosquito nets impregnated 

with long-lasting insecticides in the 
provinces of Upper Katanga and Upper 
Lomami with funding from Population 
Services International (PSI).

In a second health-related proj-
ect, UMCOR DRC implements HIV/
AIDS and Malaria programs in part-
nership with SANRU (an abbrevia-
tion in French for Santé Rurale, or 

Rural Health), a partnership program 
of Interchurch Medical Assistance 
(IMA) and the Protestant Church of 
Congo (ECC). UMCOR DRC’s primary 
health-care project contributes to the 
reduction of malaria-related morbidity 
and mortality among vulnerable fami-
lies by collaborating with community 
health workers to expand its preven-
tion interventions and case manage-
ment programs. This reduces the 
socio-economic impacts of malaria 
on families. UMCOR DRC has con-
tributed to the reduction of HIV/AIDS- 
and tuberculosis-related morbidity 
and mortality by extending interven-
tions for the prevention of those dis-
eases and caring for those infected in 
the general population.

UMCOR DRC, with support from 
the Foods Resource Bank (FRB) 
works to empower three categories 
of farmers and their families with the 
goal of improving nutrition and food 
security. Another UMCOR DRC pro-
gram is integrated management of 
moderate acute malnutrition in the 
Haut Katanga Province with funding 
from the World Food Program (WFP).

Haiti
UMCOR Haiti has, for the past 
six years, undertaken community-
based programing that targets the 
socioeconomic conditions of com-
munities navigating post-2010 earth-
quake recovery and reconstruction. 
Through the implementation of shel-
ter, WASH, and livelihoods activi-
ties, UMCOR Haiti has continued to 

UMCOR International Development
by Javed Sheikh

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

Background: United Methodist Committee on Relief joins a line of vehicles 
heading into Haiti at the border in Jimaní, Domincan Republic.

PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

Romicile Jean Luis shows corn she has harvested in Mizak, a small 
village in the southern mountains of Haiti, as her husband Audin 
joins in. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is 
working with this family and other farmers in the community to 

improve their agricultural production.  PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY
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provide Haitians with: improved ac-
cess to clean water and water in-
frastructure; farming supplies and 
agricultural training; increased house-
hold income; and better community 
infrastructure, such as safer housing 
facilities and footbridges.

UMCOR Haiti seeks to reduce 
poverty, improve the quality of life, 
and increase human development 
opportunities for populations living in 
the West Department of the country.

To support recovery in Haiti and 
reinforce the Haitian government’s 
plans for development, in addition to 
WASH programs already described, 
UMCOR seeks to promote safe hy-
giene and waste management ac-
tivities; develop and strengthen the 
Methodist Church in Haiti’s (EMH) 
health-care system; and build the 
economic and institutional capacity 
of the EMH and other partners to re-
spond to needs in their communities.

Sudan
UMCOR Sudan implements life-sav-
ing interventions to meet the urgent 
needs of newly displaced people and 
returnees across East Darfur. The ac-
tivities meet acute and chronic needs 
in the sectors of WASH, sustainable 
agriculture and food security, shelter 
and settlements, economic 
recovery, and market sys-
tems. UMCOR Sudan also 
manages a Humanitarian 
Assistance and Resilience 
Program (SHARP) whose 
goal is to reach households 
in targeted localities of 
North, West, South, Central, 
and East Darfur states.

In the area of education, 
UMCOR Sudan oversees a 
project to enhance access 
to primary education for chil-
dren in the Adilla and Abu 
Karinka localities of East 
Darfur State.

South Sudan
In South Sudan, UMCOR’s major 
responsibilities revolve around two 
projects, GESS and LOGOSEED. 
The Girls Education South Sudan 
(GESS) project is jointly funded by 
the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID) and the gov-
ernment of South Sudan. The 
project was initiated to improve en-
rollment, attendance, and retention 
of school-aged children—especially 
girls, who face serious challenges 
in accessing education.

The Local Government Service 
Delivery Project (LOGOSEED), 
funded by the South Sudanese 
Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Planning in collaboration with the 
World Bank—and implemented 
by UMCOR in partnership with 
South Sudan’s Ministry of Local 
Government—seeks to improve 
service delivery at a grassroots 
level. The project works with com-
munity groups to identify, prioritize, 
and then participate in complet-
ing the projects. LOGOSEED en-
courages villagers from diverse 
ethnic groups to get involved in 
the planning, implementation, and 
oversight of local government in-
vestment activities.

Zimbabwe
UMCOR Zimbabwe, with the sup-
port of UMCOR International 
Development, has for the last two 
years worked on an integrated ap-
proach to development that includes 
agriculture, WASH, and nutrition 
in Zimbabwe’s Uzumba-Maramba-
Pfungwe (UMP) District of the 
Mashonaland East Province, target-
ing rural households. The goal of this 
project is to improve livelihoods in 
rural communities, which often face 
economic challenges.

UMCOR Zimbabwe, through a 
World Food Program (WFP)-funded 
project, enhances the food and nu-
trition security of rural communities 
with a program called the Food for 
Assets and Conditional Lean Season 
Assistance. This project helps com-
munities in the Kariba area to improve 
their food and nutrition security situ-
ation through the rehabilitation and/or 
creation of productive assets intend-
ed to enhance community resilience. 
Learning opportunities help families 
increase their income and their resil-
ience to chronic food insecurity.

UMCOR Zimbabwe has com-
pleted a six-month project enti-
tled Enhancing Food and Nutrition 
Security through Productive Asset 
Creation. This project targeted com-
munities in the Binga District through 
the creation of productive agricultural 
assets. With the support of the Lean 
Season Assistance (LSA) project in 
Kariba district, UMCOR Zimbabwe 
will work next in the Kasvisva com-
munity. This partnership seeks to pre-
pare communities to withstand and 
recover from shocks and stresses 
triggered by the change in weather 
patterns that currently leave many 
vulnerable families food insecure.

Javed Sheikh is the interim director,  
UMCOR International Programs,  
General Board of Global Ministries.

Micro and Small Enterprise (MSE) training for women 
in Haiti. UMCOR Haiti SEED III training teaches 
women bookkeeping and business practice so they 
have a better chance of developing their own small 
enterprises.  PHOTO: UMCOR HAITI
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T he United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization esti-
mates that about 795 million 

people of the 7.3 billion people in the 
world, or one in nine, were suffer-
ing from chronic undernourishment 
in the two-year period, 2014 to 2016. 
Most hungry people, 780 million, live 
in developing countries. This repre-
sents 12.9 percent, or one in eight, 
of the population in these countries. 
Chronic hunger kills more people 
every year than AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis combined; poor nutri-
tion causes 45 percent of deaths in 
children under five—3.1 million chil-
dren each year—and iron deficien-
cies cause 315,000 women to die 
from hemorrhaging during childbirth 
every year.

Global Ministries’ Food Security 
program is a cooperative minis-
try between the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and 
the Global Health unit. The program 

identifies organizations to serve as 
partners to implement food security 
projects that support UMCOR’s and 
Global Ministries’ community develop-
ment work. Sustainable agriculture and 
food security programs partner with 
organizations that empower families 
and communities to create self-help 
and sustainable solutions to address 
their food insecurity. Preference is 
given to integrated programs that in-
clude solutions and education around 
increasing food security, nutrition, and 
market access in the most disadvan-
taged communities. 

Its key priorities are:
•  Supporting the introduction of new 

farming techniques to sustain, di-
versify, and increase crop yield—
using agricultural technology that 
is suitable to the knowledge, skills, 
capacities, interest, and economics 
of the people and communities.

•  Providing the resources and 

technical support rural families 
need to grow or buy enough food 
to maintain healthy and productive 
lives, including improved food stor-
age to reduce post-harvest losses, 
irrigation support, and education on 
nutrition, food diversity, and food 
hygiene.

•  Building the capacity of people who 
farm, raise livestock, and fish to re-
verse the trend of poor land and 
water resource management.

•  Introducing community-based 
screening for malnutrition and link-
age to health care.

•  Supporting mother/female-farmer 
support groups.

•  Supporting farmer savings and 
loans programs.
In 2016, Global Health and UMCOR 

supported the work of the Rural 
Integrated Development Services 
(RIDS) of Switzerland through its 
RIDS-Nepal office to improve over-
all health and thus the quality of life 

Connecting Sustainable 
        Agriculture 
     

and
 Food Security

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T :  A G R I C U L T U R E

Coffee seedling nursery, UMCOR Haiti.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS
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Helping Small Rural Farmers in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo
by Guy Kilumba

G isèle Mbeleko lives in Kamusuku, a village located about 8½ miles from 
Kamina in the Upper Lomami Province of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC). There are 12 people in the Mbeleko family, including Gisèle and 
her husband, seven children, and three grandchildren. Before joining a com-
munity farm group, Mbeleko had only a small piece of land that didn’t produce 
enough food to support her family’s needs. But today, as a member of a com-
munity farm group with 30 other local farmers, Mbeleko has been trained and 
supported by the UMCOR DRC in partnership with the Foods Resource Bank 
(FRB) through a project she’s participated in since 2008.

 UMCOR’s integrated approach to development in the DRC ensures that 
rural farmers are able to produce their own food in a sustainable way. The ma-
jority of the poor in the DRC are farmers who lack agricultural support mech-
anisms, a situation compounded by poor seasonal rains. Most farmers are 
unable to produce enough for the next season and therefore run out of last 
year’s food before the current year’s harvest.

With the techniques of sustainable agriculture she learned through the 
UMCOR project, Mbeleko now knows what it takes to produce enough to 
sustain her family.

UMCOR DRC, in collaboration with the FRB, helps support farmers with 
training and agricultural supplies, like seeds and small tools, to increase their 
harvest as well as their food security. The Foods Resource Bank, based in the 

for villagers in the impoverished com-
munity of Pamlathum, Nepal. Its goal 
was to improve the lives of women 
and children by raising awareness for 
better sanitation, creating access to 
clean and sufficient drinking water 
in the village, reducing indoor air pol-
lution, increasing food security and 
therefore reducing malnutrition, and 
improving access to energy services 
and education. RIDS accomplishes 
this work through a long-term, holis-
tic community development (HCD) 
project conducted in Pamlathum.

Throughout the year, RIDS-Nepal 
worked with the members of the 31 
households in Pamlathum to improve 
their nutrition and food security by in-
troducing greenhouses and providing 
training on ways to extend their grow-
ing season in the village and preserve 
what they grew with solar dryers. 
Villagers also learned how to develop 
a new drinking water system, install 
water filters in their homes, switch 
from open fires to smokeless stoves, 
and build and use pit latrines. They 
effectively eliminated contamination 
from human waste in Pamlathum. In 
addition, women and girls who had 
no formal education now gather for 
literacy classes to learn how to read 
and write.

UMCOR supports global food se-
curity and nutrition targets by work-
ing as a funding and technical partner 
to national and local organizations 
both in the United States and inter-
nationally. Through its five country 
offices, UMCOR also directly imple-
ments projects and supports United 
Methodist congregations that wish 
to develop and partner with these or-
ganizations to provide effective ser-
vices. The following stories from 
country offices in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Zimbabwe, 
and Haiti indicate what this work in 
agriculture and food security means 
for the people it serves.

UMCOR DRC, in collaboration with the FRB, helps support farmers with training and 
agricultural supplies, like seeds and small tools, to increase their harvest and food security.
PHOTO: FOODS RESOURCE BANK
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United States, raises money to help 
people in developing countries grow 
their own food. Each year nearly 200 
US growing projects, volunteers, 
companies, and organizations raise 
more than $3 million to support 50 
to 60 overseas programs. To admin-
ister these programs, FRB works 
through a network of 16 member or-
ganizations, including UMCOR, and 
local partner organizations, like the 
Kamusuki farmers group.

In addition to supporting rural farm-
ers, UMCOR also provides opportuni-
ties for them to access other kinds of 
services, such as malaria prevention 
and treatment. These opportunities 
are made possible through partner-
ships with the Ministry of Health in 
the DRC and Population Services 
International, among others.

Guy Kilumba is the Head of Mission for 
UMCOR in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.

Much Needed 
Relief
by Sibongile Mutonhori

I watched helplessly as my baby lost 
weight and cried for more food”, 

said Getmore Chimushonga, de-
scribing her ordeal before she par-
ticipated in UMCOR’s Lean Season 
Assistance (LSA) Project. She lives 
in the Mutoko District, located in 
the Mashonaland East Province of 
Zimbabwe. “I am a mother of a six-
month-old baby girl, and I have two 
other infants, ages one and three. My 
husband and I are both unemployed 
and a few years of poor agricultural 
seasons left us with very limited sea-
sonal work options. I used to work in 
nearby community gardens and sell 

our surplus vegetables to other com-
munity members. This is how I pro-
vided for my family.” Because of the 
overwhelming effects of an El Nino 
induced drought, local leaders in 
Chimushonga’s village decreed that 
the dwindling water sources must 
be left for human and livestock con-
sumption—and for community mem-
bers to refrain from using water for 
gardening activities. As a conse-
quence, the villagers’ livelihoods 
were affected and starvation set in.

Chimushonga describes what this 
meant for her family: “We would ex-
change fresh or dried vegetables for 
grain in the past, but our reserves 
were depleted. We had to reduce 
portion sizes, skip meals, and bor-
row food from relatives to feed our 
children. This dire situation caused 
serious unrest and even strained re-
lations within my family and between 
neighbors.”

Natural Regions 3 to 5 within the 
Mutoko District received very low 
rainfall last year. The 2016 Zimbabwe 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
(ZVAC) Rapid Assessment Study 
revealed that the El Nino-induced 
drought caused food insecurity for 
between 40,000 to 50,000 house-
holds in Mutoko. The situation re-
quired emergency assistance.

Maize (corn grain) is sparsely avail-
able in the districts. It sells at an av-
erage of $0.45 (US) per kg, which is 
higher than Zimbabwe’s national av-
erage of $0.40 per kg. Extreme pov-
erty ranges between 20 to 30 percent 
of households within Mutoko and as 
a result, livelihood options are limited. 
Residents rely heavily on alternative 
crops—such as groundnuts—and 
barter with other commodities.

The United Nations’ World Food 
Program engaged UMCOR Zimbabwe 
to implement a livelihoods-focused 
Lean Season Assistance Project 
(LSA) in Mutoko District in 2016. 

Beneficiaries received training in ag-
riculture, marketing, and business 
skills or community development, 
health, and nutrition. Others were 
employed in light work such as road 
gravelling, gulley reclamation, or haul-
ing construction material. In return for 
working for a total of 16 hours each 
month, beneficiaries were entitled to 
16.5 lbs cereals, 4.5 lbs edible seeds, 
1.6 lbs vegetable oil, and an addition-
al 13.2 lbs corn-soy blend for families 
with children under five years of age. 
The project sought to reach out to 
49,350 beneficiaries.

 Getmore Chimushonga was nomi-
nated by her fellow community mem-
bers to be one of the beneficiaries of 
the LSA project, which brought much 
needed relief to her family. “We 
were in desperate need of food as-
sistance,” she confirmed. “As part of 
a group of women in my village, I re-
ceived trainings in Infant and Young 
Child Feeding and Participatory 
Health and Hygiene. I learned about 
the different food groups and how to 

Getmore Chimushonga, who lives in Mutoku 
District of Mashonaland East Province of 
Zimbabwe, at an UMCOR food distribution 
event. Before becoming part of UMCOR’s 
Lean Season Assistance project, one of her 
babies nearly died from malnutrition.
PHOTO: UMCOR ZIMBABWE

“
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prepare nutritious food. I also appre-
ciated the hygiene education we re-
ceived, as hygiene is a challenge with 
limited water sources.”

“What brought me the greatest 
joy was receiving corn-soy blend, 
which I added to porridge for my in-
fants. Because of the poor diet I was 
receiving before joining UMCOR’s 
project, even my milk supply for the 
baby had diminished. Yet, I could 
only breastfeed, as there was noth-
ing else to feed my baby. Since the 
project began, I am happy to re-
port that we are now eating three 
meals each day and my children 
have gained weight. At one time, I 
thought of selling off my agricultur-
al tools and other household items 
in order to buy grain, but through UMCOR’s project, I was able to keep my 
tools and use them in the next farming season,” Chimushonga said.

“The project has not only provided emergency food relief,” concluded 
Chimushonga, “it also assisted us in our day-to-day lives by focusing on the 
crucial element of our livelihoods. It has created a way for us to work for our-
selves and improve our food security conditions.”

Sibongile Mutonhori is the National Monitoring and Evaluation Officer for the  
UMCOR Zimbabwe country office.

Increasing Agriculture Productivity in 
Cul-de-Sac Plain, Haiti
UMCOR Haiti Office

UMCOR continues its work to strengthen agricultural productivity in Haiti, 
aiming to improve the lives of farmers and their families through its 

Agriculture Productivity Enhancement Project. 
Seven years after the 2010 earthquake, Haitian farmers continue to face 

many challenges because of either climate change or a lack of water for suf-
ficient irrigation. To contribute to the agricultural sector and improve farmers’ 
chances, UMCOR implemented a project to impact the social and economic 
lives of the farmer beneficiaries in the Cul-de-Sac Plain.

Antoine Compère is one of the participants in the UMCOR agricultural proj-
ect through the AJPTE Farmers Association in Cul-de-Sac Plain. “Before the 
project, I was struggling to educate my four children,” Compère explains. 
“After receiving training and technical knowledge from UMCOR, I was able 
to improve my farming practices. Significant changes have occurred in my 

UMCOR continues its work to strengthen the agricultural sector in Haiti, aiming to improve 
farmers’ lives through its Agriculture Productivity Enhancement Project in Cul-du-Sac. The 
project provides tools as well as seeds and training in sustainable methods of increasing 
productivity.  PHOTO: UMCOR HAITI

family’s life because of this. My in-
creased income allows me to pay tu-
ition and keep my children in school. 
Today, my family is happy.”

Other beneficiary families in Cul-
de-Sac Plain in similar conditions re-
port the same kinds of results. As 
Compère attests: “Because of this 
project today, we can eat our fill, de-
spite the difficulties of the rainy sea-
son. Now I can better serve in my 
role as a father.”

Implementation of this program is 
based on various problems identified 
by farmers themselves in their com-
munities. UMCOR is still working on 
a number of other challenges, includ-
ing environmental degradation. The 
depletion of soil fertility by erosion 
following excessive cutting of trees 
for wood fuel and charcoal produc-
tion is a direct consequence of unem-
ployment and a lack of will on the part 
of political leaders to create work in 
rural areas.

The UMCOR Haiti country office has 
been operating since 2010 enacting both 
short-term disaster response and long-
term development strategies with part-
ners in the country.
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W ater, sanitation, and hygiene, known together as WASH, are essential 
for good health and well-being. Water is used not only for drinking but 
also for bathing, cooking, cleaning, waste disposal, and agriculture. 

Yet, 783 million people around the world do not have reliable access to clean 
drinking water and even more people lack access to water for agriculture and 
other household tasks to meet their everyday needs. Around the world, 2.4 bil-
lion people lack adequate sanitation facilities. This lack of access to basic ser-
vices results in more than 1,000 children dying daily from diseases, many of 
which are entirely preventable when WASH is addressed and sustained at the 
community level. 

Many of Global Ministries’ WASH programs are accomplished through 
grants coordinated by its Global Health unit, supporting the work of partners, 
while others are implemented through the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) country offices. Grants support integrated programs whose 
solutions take into account the need for behavioral changes while increasing 
access to improved water sources and sanitation facilities in the most vulner-
able and disadvantaged communities. Every US $1 spent on water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene generates US $4.30 in increased productivity and decreased 
health-care costs.

The Essentials of 
Water, Sanitation,  
and Hygiene (WASH)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T :  C L E A N  W A T E R  &  S A N I T A T I O N

UMCOR partner in Pakistan, Gospel Life 
International Ministries, implemented 

WASH education trainings; installed hand 
pumps, handwashing basins, and flush/pit 
toilets; and formed six water management 

committees. Here, a couple of  
beneficiaries test a new water pump.

PHOTO: GOSPEL LIFE INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY
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Simple actions can make a huge difference to people’s health. Only 19 
percent of the world’s people wash their hands with soap after contact with 
feces. WASH helps to promote essential self and community hygiene practic-
es, including hand washing and safe water storage, in order to keep disease at 
a distance and protect families so they can live healthier lives.

In Zimbabwe, UMCOR Equips a 
Community to Ensure Safe Water
by Admire Mukorera

For 10 years, the 
borehole at Kafura 

Secondary School 
served as the main 
clean water source for 
the Kafura community 
in Mashonaland East 
Province in Zimbabwe. 
But when the bore-
hole broke down 
for four months, the 
school and many local 
families were forced 
to seek water at un-
protected sources.

The loss of the 
water collection point 
was compounded by the effects of pervasive and persistent drought, which 
is happening across Africa. Already, most boreholes were yielding less water 
than expected, and in some cases, were running dry. 

Community members needed to get the Kafura Secondary School bore-
hole back up and running. They soon received news that the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), in partnership with the District Development 
Fund (DDF), a district government technical office, chose the Kafura School 
borehole as the site for a practical training of village water pump caretakers.

The long downtime of the Kafura Secondary School borehole had been 
partly caused by the absence of a trained water-point committee in Kafura to 
oversee the borehole and manage repairs. UMCOR revitalized the local com-
mittee and facilitated a training to equip its members with resources for the 
borehole’s rehabilitation. The Kafura borehole was included as a practical ses-
sion during the village water pump caretakers training.

Joel Musona, one of the trained committee members, expressed the com-
munity’s gratitude to UMCOR and DDF for alleviating their plight. He explained 
that family members had had to wake up at 4 a.m. to queue up at an unpro-
tected well, which had low yield. The task most often fell to the women and 

Working with Partners
Global Ministries’ WASH program 
works with partners in the most dis-
advantaged countries for WASH 
within the UMC network, particularly 
in locations with repeated cholera or 
diarrhea outbreaks. The program pri-
oritizes institutional WASH support to 
schools, health facilities, and church-
es to maximize the impact of the proj-
ects across a whole community.

The WASH program supports 
projects implemented by local or-
ganizations whose staff and project 
personnel, including local engineer-
ing companies, are recruited locally 
to enable project sustainability and 
maintenance. Priority is extended to 
partners who are able to engage for 
three to five years in selected com-
munities to build partnership and 
provide opportunities for yearly eval-
uations to assess progress.

Global Health WASH grants extend 
beyond the UMCOR country offices to 
partners around the world. In 2016, in 
addition to UMCOR country office proj-
ects, WASH projects were funded in 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nicaragua, 
Bolivia, Guatemala, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Uganda, and in 
the Red Bird Mission in Kentucky.

Clean Water, Sanitation
The WASH program helps commu-
nities rehabilitate existing water in-
frastructure or develop new sources 
of clean water and may also pro-
vide water filters or encourage new 
behaviors for treating water, such 
as solar disinfection or chlorination. 
Community members receive sup-
port and training so they can main-
tain their own water supply. Another 
priority is to help communities build 
improved and appropriate toilets that 
will be safe and hygienic for years to 
come, paying particular attention to 
the needs of women and their men-
strual cycle needs. 

Kafura borehole repairs completed—Mashonaland, East 
Province, Zimbabwe.
PHOTO: UMCOR ZIMBABWE
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girls in the family. Starting out when it was still dark, they had to travel more 
than six miles to reach the closest water sources.

After four months of hardship, students, teachers, and community mem-
bers celebrated together as they saw the first drops of clean, safe water well-
ing up once again from the Kafura borehole.

Admire Mukorera is project engineer for UMCOR’s country office in Zimbabwe.

Improving Health in Nicaragua
by Rob Bell

M rs. Teófila Rivas is a single mother in Payacuca, Nicaragua, with three chil-
dren whom she has raised alone since they were quite small. “My child-

hood was tough,” she admitted. “I didn’t learn to read and write. I only went 
a few days to school. It was a three hour walk for us in those days. Also, the 
teacher made me clean the school and hit me. That’s why I dropped out.”

The Rivas family is one of about 100 in the Terrabona region of Matagalpa that 
benefited from an UMCOR partnership with El Porvenir, a nonprofit agency work-
ing in Nicaragua to improve the standard of living of rural families through water, 
sanitation, health education, and watershed management projects. Through 
an UMCOR grant, El Porvenir has been able to work with two communities, 
Payacuca and Ocotillo, to help them construct 100 household latrines. In addi-
tion, the families also received training on the use of the new facilities and how 
to improve their hygiene practices overall. El Porvenir provided training for the 
Potable Water Committees as well as training for trainers, who passed on what 

they learned to community mem-
bers. Hygiene and environmental 
training continues in the communi-
ties, and train-the-trainers are given 
incentives each year to motivate 
them to continue.

Teófila Rivas explained to El 
Porvenir staff that her family en-
dured sad times before the pit la-
trines were installed. “We had to 
carry water for about three hours, 
and we had to get up very early,” 
she said. “The trail was difficult and 
we walked barefoot besides. When 
we got to the little creek, there were 
often others there collecting water 
and we had to wait. Sometimes, 
there wasn’t enough water for all of 
us and we had to drink water from a 
stream, even though we knew the 
water was dirty.”

The Rivas family is one of about 100 in the 
Terrabona region of Matagalpa, Nicaragua, 

that benefited from an UMCOR partnership 
with El Porvenir, a nonprofit agency working to 
improve the standard of living of rural families 

through water, sanitation, health education, and 
watershed management projects.

PHOTO: EL PORVENIR

Very few people had latrines, so 
the outdoors was the only option for 
bodily elimination. Women and girls 
suffered the most, worried for their 
safety. Contamination from human 
waste affected water sources and 
sickness was common.

Today, thanks to El Porvenir, 
UMCOR, and their own contribu-
tions, the families of Payacuca and 
Ocotillo have running potable water 
and latrines. The community is more 
hygienic, safer, and healthier. Teófila 
Rivas is a happy woman now that she 
has clean water and a latrine in her 
humble home.

At one time, Rivas’ dream had 
been to be a teacher, which she never 
realized. However, today she serves 
her community as the local health 
promoter, teaching people about the 
importance of hygiene and living in 
a clean community. “You can’t give 
up,” Rivas said, “you need to keep 
struggling in life for a better future.”

Rob Bell is the executive director for El 
Porvenir in Managua, Nicaragua.

Better Hygiene 
in the Cabaret 
Community
UMCOR Haiti

As part of its efforts to build the ca-
pacity of communities to focus 

on improving environmental hygiene, 
UMCOR Haiti provides hygiene train-
ing to women’s groups throughout 
its WASH program. During 2016, 
UMCOR Haiti WASH implemented 
successful programs in the Cabaret 
area, helping women’s groups pro-
mote hygiene in their communities. 

newworldoutlook.org


New World Outlook SPRING 2017  35

Clean Water, Less Illness in Sudan
UMCOR Sudan

I t is just 7:00 a.m., and Nybol, a mother of three, is already in the queue at the 
Zamzam Water Yard in the town of Adilla in East Darfur state, Sudan. She is wait-

ing her turn to fill her jerry cans with clean, fresh water. Despite the early hour, she 
is happy to be there because she knows this water is safe for her family.

Not long ago Nybol, who arrived in Sudan just six months earlier, had to trav-
el to the village of Adilla West to fetch water from a borehole there. “It took us 
two hours to go and come back with one 20-liter jerry can of water,” she recalls.

Besides being far away, the water from the borehole was unsafe, as both hu-
mans and animals used the same trough. “We knew the Adilla West borehole 
water wasn’t clean and that it made our children sick,” Nybol says, “but we didn’t 
have any other choice—until the Zamzam Water Yard was rehabilitated.” 

In December 2015, UMCOR, with funds from the US Office of Foreign 
Disaster Assistance (OFDA), completed the rehabilitation of the Zamzam Water 
Yard. Today, it provides more than 250 families with clean, safe water for all their 
household needs, from drinking to bathing and cleaning the dishes.

Nybol and her 
neighbors pay a 
modest fee for the 
water they draw at 
Z a m z a m — m o n e y 
that goes back into 
the maintenance of 
the water source. 
Community members 
themselves take care 
of the water yard.

As part of the re-
habilitation project, 
the water, sanitation, 
and hygiene staff 
of UMCOR’s Sudan 
country office worked with the community to establish a nine-member water 
and sanitation committee. The committee promotes responsible use of the bore-
hole, builds awareness of water and sanitation issues, and calls the community 
to action to address sanitation needs.

The creation of community boards like the one established for the Zamzam 
Water Yard is an important capacity-building measure that complements the 
water yard rehabilitation and ensures its operation.

“Now I am able to get six jerry cans of water each day instead of the two I 
filled in the past, and I now have more time for farming,” says Nybol. 

UMCOR began working in Sudan in February 2005 after assessment teams deter-
mined that UMCOR’s experience could add to the humanitarian effort to alleviate 
suffering in South Darfur.

In addition, sanitation tools and re-
sources were provided to the com-
munity in order to implement good 
and safe sanitation practices.

One women’s group leader stated: 
“I now have a feeling of being useful 
in my community because I have re-
ceived hygiene training. I now know 
how to prevent diarrhea and other 
diseases in my daily life and in the 
lives of other community members.”

A school director from Espoir 
School, one of the Haitian nation-
al schools that UMCOR works with, 
thanked UMCOR for a new latrine fa-
cility with eight stalls, a hand-washing 
station, and a reservoir for drinking 
water. “Thanks a million to UMCOR 
for the great job it is doing in Haitian 
communities,” he said, “especially 
for the big new sanitation facility in 
our school.”

The UMCOR Haiti country office has 
been operating since 2010 enacting both 
short-term disaster response and long-
term development strategies with part-
ners in the country and international 
faith-based agencies.

Children and youth of Espoir School in 
Cabaret, Haiti, gather for the dedication of 
the new UMCOR-built latrines. In total, the 
UMCOR project, finished in November 2016, 
included a sanitary block with an eight-
cubicle latrine, a hand washing station, and a 
reservoir for drinking water.
PHOTO: UMCOR HAITI

UMCOR Sudan works with community members to build and 
maintain water projects in the East Darfur region.
PHOTO: UMCOR SUDAN.
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G lobal Ministries’ vision of abundant health for all focuses on efforts to 
promote physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being. The Global Health 
unit therefore aims to create abundant health in economically vulner-

able communities by protecting children and disadvantaged adults from pre-
ventable causes of death and disease. To achieve this, Global Health partners 
with thousands of communities and health workers, including UMCOR and its 
country offices, through community-based health programs.

Following are several stories that reveal how Global Health and UMCOR collaborate 
to offer ministries of health and wholeness.

UMCOR and  
Global Health

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T :  H E A L T H

O B J E C T I V E S
The Global Health unit aims to:

1.  Scale up existing programs 
on community education, 
care seeking, and utilization 
of health services.

2.  Increase coverage of health 
interventions to the most 
at-risk populations.

3.  Improve the quality and 
scale of health-care services 
offered through UMC 
hospitals and clinics.

In Nigeria, families wait for nets at the 
Mutum Biyu Clinic.

PHOTO: KATHY GRIFFITH

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N
Abundant Health www.umcabundanthealth.org
Global Health www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/global-health

newworldoutlook.org
www.umcabundanthealth.org
www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/global
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Safe Births in Rural Mozambique:  
The Abundant Health Initiative
by Kathy Griffith

H igh maternal and infant mor-
tality rates are a challenge in 

Mozambique. The Ministry of Health 
has identified three main reasons for 
this: women delay seeking prenatal 
care; they delay going to a clinic or 
hospital for their deliveries; and they 
encounter treatment delays once 
they are in health facilities. 

As a faith-based organization, 
The United Methodist Church offers 
hope to pregnant women, families, 
and communities in Mozambique. 
Church members are ready to serve 
and the community pulls together. 
The Cambine Health Center—reno-
vated, staffed, and equipped through 
an Abundant Health Initiative grant—has trained volunteer Community Health 
Advocates who work in 13 villages among 16,000 people. They take health 
messages to pregnant women and the mothers of small children. One such 
Community Health Advocate working with Cambine Health Center found Lúcia.

Lúcia had delivered her first four children at home, assisted by local mid-
wives. Then, 12 years later, when she suspected that she was pregnant again, 
her husband said he didn’t believe her, and they should wait and see.

One day, six months later, one of the Community Health Advocates from 
Cambine visited the village. “When she came to my house she spoke about 
the importance of prenatal care services,” Lúcia remembers. “She said women 
should go to the center for a pregnancy test if they weren’t sure of their status. 
When I heard this, I didn’t say anything, but I wondered if this was for me.” 

Eventually, Lúcia concluded this was for her. “I decided to go to Cambine to 
make sure,” she explains. “When the result was positive, they asked why I’d 
taken so long to come for services. I explained about my husband. That day, I 
started to attend, but by the end of the eighth month, I experienced complica-
tions. I had to call the health advocate to help me go to the center. Then I was 
referred from Cambine to Morrumbene Hospital, and finally to Chicuque for 
a Caesarian Section. This program helped me a lot because if I had stayed at 
home, I might have lost my son, or even died myself. I gave birth in the hospi-
tal. It was better because it was safe.”

Prenatal care is an essential service for pregnant women. Their pregnancy 
is monitored, they receive malaria prevention and treatment, are screened for 
anemia and high blood pressure, and learn how to prepare for their delivery. 
They are also routinely tested for HIV so that both mother and baby can be 

Lúcia plays with her son. They received 
the care they needed with the help of 
Community Health Advocates working with 
the Cambine Health Center in Mozambique.
PHOTO: A. ROMAO

protected. In a situation in which ev-
eryone is being tested, the stigma of 
AIDS fades, and hope is found.

Kathy Griffith is the program manag-
er for Maternal, Newborn, and Child 
Health (MNCH) for the Global Health 
Unit of Global Ministries. The UMC’s 
Abundant Health Initiative goal is to 
reach 1 million children with lifesav-
ing interventions by 2020. The MNCH  
Program of the Global Health unit is  
responsible for implementation.

Health Work in 
the Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo
UMCOR Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC)

“ I risked death because of ignorance 
but now I am well.”

F rancine Kasongo, a 34-year-
old single mother of two in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
suffered for several years without re-
ally knowing why. She thought per-
haps her ill health was caused by her 
own bad luck, so she left her chil-
dren and spent a year working in the 
house of a healer or prophet. But she 
found there no diagnosis and no cure 
for her illness.

Fortunately for Kasongo, commu-
nity health workers in the Kamina 
Health Zone were distributing infor-
mation about HIV/AIDS. The teams 
go out in pairs to educate the public 
through community-based organiza-
tions (CBOs). With financial support 
from UMCOR, health workers have 
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been able to spread information 
about this disease, helping people 
understand that if left untreated, it 
causes death, leaving many children 
without their parents.

The Kamina Health Zone has the 
highest prevalence of HIV/AIDS in 
the Upper Lomami area, with 854 
confirmed cases enrolled for care and 
health services, of which 833 were 
prescribed Anti-Retroviral medicines 
(ARV) in 2016. Negative health hab-
its and customs have seen a revival 
in the area since many people living 
with HIV/AIDS consider themselves 
cursed, and therefore turn to tradi-
tional healers and other quasi-health 
practitioners.

During an educational talk session 
organized in her district by the health 
workers, Kasongo learned that HIV/
AIDS is not a curse, but a disease. 
She also learned that she could live 
longer and continue her normal rou-
tine if she agreed to be examined and 
treated, which she did. Since starting 
her treatment in October 2016, she 
has regained her health and returned 
to her daily activities. In addition, she 
became part of a program known as 
“mother mentors” and now helps 
other women living with the disease 
in their recovery.

The Kamina Health Zone is sup-
ported by UMCOR as a sub-recipient 
of funds from SANRU (an abbreviation 

in French for Santé 
Rurale, or Rural 
H e a l t h ) — t h e 
Congolese orga-
nization charged 
by the UN Global 
Fund to carry out 
an ambitious ini-
tiative for defeat-
ing some of the 
world’s most in-
tractable diseas-
es. This area has 
benefited from 
the work of the 
community health 
workers and the 
CBOs in coordination with the Health 
Zone Framework Team. 

After a series of awareness-raising 
activities and educational lectures on 
HIV/AIDS, the Kamina Health Zone 
doubled its screening rate. It rose 
from 1410 in the third quarter to 2990 
in the fourth quarter of 2016.

Francine Kasongo is one of the 
many people who has benefited from 
the HIV/AIDs awareness campaign 
and the psychological accompani-
ment provided by the health work-
ers. She is currently in good health. 
“I was going to die in the house of 
the prophet (healer) with the illness, 
thinking that it came from the curse,” 
she told UMCOR staff. “When 
the educators persuaded me to be 
screened, I discovered that it was 
HIV/AIDS that infected me and not 
sorcery. I’m under treatment and I 
feel better. I was abandoned by my 
loved ones, but now I have been wel-
comed home.”

Mama Wimba: Ambassador 
Against Malaria
Mama Wimba, a 38-year-old resi-
dent of the city of Lubumbashi in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), is nicknamed by her commu-
nity “Mama Mosquito Net” because 

of her dedication to informing all the 
people of her community about the 
prevention of malaria with the use 
of insecticide-treated mosquito nets 
(Long-Lasting Insecticidal Nets, or 
LINNs). She lost one of her family 
members to malaria and her income 
has since dropped 75 percent.

Mama Wimba learned about ma-
laria prevention from UMCOR volun-
teers as part of the mass distribution 
project of LLINs in her area. She re-
alized the importance of using the 
nets after she and her family tried 
them for the first time and remained 
healthy even after several months. 
Mama Wimba was so impressed 
by the information received from 
UMCOR, she decided to inform other 
members of her community and also 
the students of its schools about the 
importance, installation, and wash-
ing of the LLINs. She could reach 
many people because, like them, she 
spoke the local language of Kiswahili. 
She worked with the UMCOR teams 
on the ground.

Thanks in part to Mama Wimba, 
UMCOR DRC has carried out an 
awareness-raising campaign and 
educational talks in schools. Wimba 
has reached 2779 students so 
far with her life-saving message, 

Mama Wimba demonstrates how to hang a net on a child’s bed at a 
secondary school in Lubumbashi.
PHOTO: UMCOR DRC

Kasongo Francine highlighted during an 
educational talk at the General Reference 
Hospital. Francine Kasongo is HIV positive, 
but now receives Anti-Retroviral meds and 
counseling through UMCOR DRC health 
outreach.
PHOTO: UMCOR DRC
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speaking and demonstrating how to install and use the nets, how to clean 
them, and the importance of ensuring that all family members use them 
every night. In these schools, students reported having LLINs, but they did 
not use them because they were unaware of their importance. Some actu-
ally feared it could suffocate them and others believed the insecticide would 
harm them.

This strong awareness campaign is essential because it creates a strategy 
of education, from student to parent, about using LLINs. In follow-up visits, 
UMCOR staff verified that 60 percent of the parents of households whose 
children had received the training in school affirmed that their children had 
shared the information with their families and more in the community now 
practiced malaria prevention and used the bed nets properly. 

The UMCOR DRC Office, located in Lubumbashi, DRC, was established in 2002 in 
response to nearly two decades of war waged by both internal and external forces in 
the DRC.

Global Health Grants Serve the Health 
Needs of Youth Living in the Margins
Global Health, Atlanta, Georgia

When Global Ministries 
moved to Atlanta, Georgia, 

Global Health staff members 
began to look into what the 
community health needs were 
and found HIV/AIDS to be a 
growing problem, especially in 
the midtown Zip Code where 
Global Ministries’ offices are lo-
cated. Dr. Olusimbo Ige, exec-
utive director of Global Health, 
explained, “We felt a need to address this as a sign of our commitment to re-
spond to the health needs of those living in the margins globally.” Georgia was 
ranked 5th in the nation for new diagnoses of HIV infection in 2014, and the 
greatest concentration of diagnoses were found in the Metro Atlanta public 
health districts of Fulton and DeKalb

Lost-n-Found Youth (LNFY) is an Atlanta-based nonprofit organization whose 
main mission is to help homeless lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth 
up to age 25 stay off the street and transition into more permanent housing. 
It serves hundreds of at-risk teens and young adults each year and is currently 
the only provider of transitional housing accepting LGBTQ HIV-positive youth 
in the Metro Atlanta area. LNFY has had a long-standing relationship with Saint 
Mark UMC, which has included a new shelter and youth drop-in center space 
in its plans for property development in Midtown Atlanta.

In 2017, Lost-n-Found Youth, with 
a grant from Global Health, seeks 
to respond to the high rate of HIV/
AIDS within the population it serves. 
Its goal is to ensure that all youth 
served by LNFY will know their HIV 
status and have access to compe-
tent, friendly care through HIV pre-
vention education, HIV rapid testing, 
access to PrEP/PEP, and referral to 
care and counseling for HIV-positive 
individuals. PrEP is short for “pre-
exposure prophylaxis,” a strategy in 
which HIV-negative people take an 
oral pill once a day before coming 
into contact with HIV to reduce their 
risk of HIV infection. PEP is short for 
“post-exposure prophylaxis,” anti-
HIV medications people take after 
coming into contact with HIV to re-
duce their risk of HIV infection.

Another Atlanta-based organiza-
tion addressing HIV/AIDS prevention 
and treatment is Someone Cares, 
Inc., which provides holistic support 
and interventions to the LGBTQ, un-
derserved, marginalized, and home-
less populations. Someone Cares, 
Inc. is the largest transgender ser-
vice organization in the southeast-
ern United States, and the only one 
to be awarded funds by the State of 
Georgia. It partners with local and 
state health departments to extend 
the reach of HIV-prevention efforts 
among young transgender persons 
of color in the Metro Atlanta area.

In 2017, with help from a grant 
from Global Health, Someone Cares, 
Inc. hopes to reduce HIV-related dis-
parities in the Metro Atlanta area by 
conducting HIV/PrEP prevention ed-
ucation via street outreach to 750 
at-risk people, distributing 3,000 
condoms, conducting HIV counsel-
ing and testing, and referring some 
for case management and other 
support services.

Global Health, Atlanta, Georgia.
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T oday, an estimated 58 million children of primary school age (ages 6 to 
11 years) are not attending school worldwide. Among adolescents (ages 
12 and above), 63 million are not attending secondary school worldwide 

(UNESCO Institute for Statistics and UNICEF). Education is crucial for children 
to reach their potential and fulfill their life’s goals. But for some children, the 
obstacles to receiving an education are much greater than for others.

Statistically, children living in the poorest communities of developing coun-
tries struggle with persistent barriers to receiving the education they need. 
Children whose homelands have been ravaged by conflict—and those living 
in or fleeing active conflict zones—face steep barriers. Girls are more likely to 
be kept home from school than boys in some countries. In other areas, chil-
dren cannot attend school because they must work in menial jobs to help their 
families survive.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) helps to strengthen 
children’s education in many different ways. Though UMCOR is generally not 
involved in the daily activities of teaching children, as part of its development 
work it often finds ways to assist communities that seek to provide better ed-
ucation for their children. In Haiti, Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, for instance, UMCOR has constructed classrooms, school latrines, and 
provisions to collect and store fresh water.

UMCOR’s Education and Child Protection program in Sudan focuses on teach-
er training, school construction or reconstruction, establishing parent-teacher 

  Supporting Education 
    for All Children

Education represents 
the hopes, dreams, and 
aspirations of children, 

families, communities, and 
nations around the world—

the most reliable route out 
of poverty and a critical 

pathway towards healthier, 
more productive citizens and 

stronger societies.

From Fixing the Broken Promise 
of Education for All, United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) Institute for 
Statistics and the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T :  E D U C A T I O N

Asunta Abuk meets with girls during a morning mentoring session 
at Salva Kiir Girls School in  South Sudan.

PHOTO: UMCOR SOUTH SUDAN
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it’s about to collapse” she said. Although the school has been operating since 
1995, the facilities are in poor condition. “We do suffer during the rains, win-
ter, and when the weather becomes hot as well. There is dust all year long,” 
Bara’a continued. 

Bara’a comes from a family with nine children, four girls and five boys. Her 
eldest brother left school and now works as a police officer to help the family 
income. Her family struggles to send her and her siblings to a private school, 
and Bara’a is constantly at risk of dropping out. The absence of a proper latrine 
only heightens the risk, as her family may decide at any time that it is unsafe 
for her to attend.

UMCOR staff noticed the condition of the school during its regular moni-
toring visit, conducted jointly with the Sudan Ministry of Education (MOE). As 
a result, UMCOR proposed building at least four new classrooms and one of-
fice of semi-permanent materials. The school will also receive a ventilated im-
proved pit latrine (VIP) with multiple stalls, meeting national standards, with an 
area for girls’ privacy.

UMCOR Sudan has found that the installation of these kinds of facilities and 
resources result in an increase in female student enrollment and also attracts 
better-qualified teachers.

UMCOR Sudan was established in 2005 and works primarily in the area of South 
Darfur. Its programs include peace building, education, agriculture and food security, 
and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH).

associations, and providing essential 
school supplies for students. Some 
of the UMCOR country offices con-
tribute sports equipment, classroom 
equipment, desks, and other school 
furnishings, often in partnership with 
other international or government hu-
manitarian organizations.

In places where families are reluc-
tant to send girls to co-ed schools, 
UMCOR has developed programs 
to enhance girls’ enrollment and re-
tention. Community engagement 
programs that teach the importance 
of girls’ education may be part of 
this work. In South Sudan, UMCOR 
has trained teachers and students 
to monitor daily attendance through 
the South Sudan School Attendance 
and Monitoring System (SSAMS) and 
supported a girls mentoring program 
in schools. 

Sometimes the barriers to educa-
tion are not complicated but still insur-
mountable without help. A little extra 
money to pay tuition, or buy such 
necessities as uniforms, supplies, 
or books may be all a child needs to 
enroll in or stay in school. Even the 
lack of sanitary supplies for menstru-
al periods for some adolescent girls 
means they miss a week of classes 
every month. UMCOR grants and in-
terventions help surmount these bar-
riers in targeted communities.

Construction 
Builds Hope
UMCOR Sudan

Bara’a, a 13-year-old student at 
El Nigomi Primary School in 

Eddaein, a town in the state of East 
Darfur, is not using the latrine at her 
school. “It’s only for the teachers and 

Students in the El Nigomi Primary School in Eddaein, East Darfur, Sudan, now have safe sanitary 
facilities thanks to UMCOR and the Sudan Ministry of Education.
PHOTO: UMCOR SUDAN
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Salva Kiir Girls 
Secondary 
School-Aweil Town 
by Asunta Abuk

Girls’ mentoring is a key component 
of the Girls Education South Sudan 
(GESS) project. GESS is a five-year 
education project funded by the 
United Kingdom (UKaid, Department 
for International Development, DFID) 
in collaboration with the Republic of 
South Sudan (RoSS) with UMCOR 
South Sudan as one of its implement-

ing partners. The project promotes in-
creased enrollment, attendance, and 
retention of girls in schools. In some 
parts of South Sudan, forced mar-
riage, high poverty levels, and early 
pregnancies prevent girls from ac-
cessing education.

UMCOR, with funding and sup-
port from GESS Secretariat and in 

collaboration with the South Sudan 
Ministry of Education and commu-
nity members, identifies and trains 
women leaders to act as mentors for 
girls in secondary schools.

Staff from UMCOR South Sudan 
talked with Asunta Abuk, the head 
teacher of Salva Kiir Girls Secondary 
School, on her role as a mentor and 
how she works with teenage girls 
to help them realize their academic 
dreams.

As the head teacher of Salva Kiir Girls 
Secondary School in Aweil Town, 

South Sudan, I have worked with 
many girls and young women over the 
years and I understand their challeng-
es as they try to complete their edu-

cation. It is not easy, but with support 
from the Girls Education South Sudan 
(GESS) and local authorities, we have 
managed to ensure that a good num-
ber of the girls in this school complete 
their secondary education.

There are enormous challenges for 
these girls—including a lack of sani-
tary pads and a lack of potable water 

because of an inoperable borehole—
but the biggest challenge has to be 
the drop-out rate. There is a need for 
continuous dialogue with the men in 
the community to help them under-
stand that, just as they feel it is im-
portant for their boys to go to school, 
the same right should be extended 
to their girls, as education is a funda-
mental right for all children. Members 
of parliament need to draft legislation 
that prohibits parents from withdraw-
ing girls from schools to marry them 
off. It is a high time we realize that 
girls are human beings, not commodi-
ties for auction.

US readers may be surprised to 
learn that a woman in South Sudan is 
a head teacher leading a team of male 
teachers. I strive always to offer lead-
ership in a way that earns people’s 
respect. I am a role model and men-
tor for the students. My position is a  
real-life example of how a woman can 
reach higher goals, just as men do, 
and also that a woman can lead men 
as colleagues on a team that works to-
gether to achieve results. 

I was trained by UMCOR through 
the GESS project along with other 
women leaders in our community. 
Mentors explain to the teenage girls 
the challenges they experienced when 
they were in school and how they 
managed to overcome them. I try to 
use this knowledge to help students 
with their daily life struggles. I can say 
that our students are lucky. When I 
was growing up, girls attending school 
was almost unheard of. I particularly 
count myself lucky and grateful to my 
parents for having given me the oppor-
tunity to complete my education.

But our students are fortunate be-
cause there are organizations and 
people working so hard to support 
their education. We are seeing posi-
tive changes and we believe that this 
is a sign of good things to come in 
the future.

Teacher and principal, Asunta Abuk, meets with a student in her office, Aweil town, South Sudan.  
PHOTO: UMCOR SOUTH SUDAN
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I think it is important for the part-
ners supporting girls’ education to 
also consider supporting the teach-
ers. Education is not about the num-
ber of students that pass through a 
school but the difference education 
makes in their lives. Our teachers 
have worked three months or more 
without receiving their salaries from 
the government. They worry about 
what their families will eat, and be-
cause we teach full-time, we don’t 
have time to work our farms.

For quality education to be 
achieved, all considerations contrib-
uting to that goal must be consid-
ered, not just a concentration on the 
attendance of the girls. 

Asunta Abuk is the head teacher for Sal-
va Kiir Secondary School in Aweil Town, 
South Sudan. Mentoring activities are 
currently taking place in 10 schools in 
Aweil Town, with a possibility of extend-
ing the support to more schools in the fu-
ture. UMCOR operations in South Sudan 
were established in 2006, before the new 
country’s independence from Sudan. 

Lycée des  
Jeunes Filles  
in Miragoâne
UMCOR Haiti

A fter 20 years, the Lycée des 
Jeunes Filles de Miragoâne school 

finally has its own buildings. Nearly 
US $1 million has been invested in 
this project to provide the school’s 
700 students with a modern and fully 
equipped space for education.

Nadege Dépré, director of the 
Lycée des Jeunes Filles, an all-girls’ 
school in Miragoâne, Haiti, could not 

contain her tears at the inauguration 
ceremony as she recalled the dark 
years the institution weathered be-
fore the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) conducted the 
construction of new classroom build-
ings on the campus. Dépré had near-
ly lost any hope that she would be 
able to offer her pupils a serene and 
safe place to study. The founding of 
this national school in this communi-
ty, whose history goes back to 1996, 
proved to be problematic from the 
beginning. It has faced administra-
tive difficulties, a lack of professors, 
and especially, difficulty in finding ad-
equate space. In 2014, UMCOR re-
habilitated a much larger girls’ school 
of the same name, established in the 
1950s, in Port-au-Prince.

The Desire to Learn
“An attractive, clean, and healthy 
space where the students feel safe 
encourages a desire for learning,” 
commented Benilhomme Montélus, 
Haiti’s departmental director of ed-
ucation, at the celebration of the 

buildings’ opening. He spoke 
before cutting the ribbon in 
front of departmental and 
municipal authorities and 
hundreds of students and 
their families who had gath-
ered on the new balconies of 
the building for the occasion. 
“It is one of the most beau-
tiful facilities of the depart-
ment,” Montélus declared. 
He thanked UMCOR, whose 
team, he estimates, “had to 
cross many obstacles to ar-
rive here.”

UMCOR Haiti’s head of 
mission, Azim Akhtar, who 
helped to cut the ribbon, 
said that at the heart of the 
building project was a de-
sire to offer a place that stu-
dents, particularly those of 
disadvantaged households, 

can use as a springboard for their pro-
fessional lives. Born into a poor fam-
ily in Pakistan, Akhtar knows whereof 
he speaks. During the ceremony, he 
shared his vision of future women 
doctors, engineers, and politicians—
alumni of this school.

UMCOR invested nearly US $1 mil-
lion, coming from gifts made across 
the world by United Methodists, to 
build a modern and roomy school 
that is resistant to seismic activity. 
The new school also received nec-
essary furnishings for the new space 
as well as a cistern for water and ac-
cessible accommodations for handi-
capped children.

UMCOR Haiti was established in 2010 
in response to the massive earthquake 
that left some 230,000 people dead, 
more than 300,000 injured, and 
more than 1 million displaced. Prior to 
that, UMCOR had opened an office in 
northern Haiti from 2004-2006 in re-
sponse to devastation caused by Hur-
ricane Jeanne.

Nadege Dépré, director of the Lycée des Jeunes Filles, 
an all-girls’ school in Miragoâne, Haiti, could not contain 
her tears at the inauguration ceremony as she recalled 
the dark years the institution weathered before the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) built 
new classroom buildings on the campus.
PHOTO: UMCOR HAITI
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Building Up the Resilience of Children in the DRC
M

ozart M
. K

. A
devu is a U

nited M
ethodist m

issionary serving as the A
frica regional 

coordinator for the Sustainable A
griculture and D

evelopm
ent Program

, jointly 
coordinated by the U

nited M
ethodist C

om
m

ittee on R
elief (U

M
CO

R
) and the G

lobal 
M

inistries’ G
lobal H

ealth unit. A
devu is based in A

ccra, G
hana, W

est A
frica. H

is 
training netw

ork in Sustainable A
griculture extends into Sierra Leone, Liberia, the 

D
RC

, and M
alaw

i.

A
lphadika M

w
ela, age one, lives in the D

em
ocratic R

epublic of the C
ongo 

(D
R

C
), in an area w

here our sustainable agriculture program
 has conducted 

training. W
e noticed that A

lphadika w
as severely m

alnourished and very w
eak. 

H
e could not easily w

alk or 
stand and w

eighed a m
ere 

11½
 lbs. W

hat A
lphadika 

needed w
as som

e nour-
ishing food to im

prove his 
condition, but his m

other 
could not afford to provide 
m

ore because she hardly 
had 

any 
incom

e. 
W

hen 
A

lphadika 
w

as 
brought 

to 
the 

pharm
acy 

of 
the 

C
hild A

ction Initiative (C
A

I) 
in 

K
asungam

i, 
D

R
C

, 
for 

m
edicines, he w

as regis-
tered into the “new

” nu-
trition 

im
provem

ent 
pro-

gram
 of C

A
I.

C
A

I 
provided 

A
lphadika’s 

m
other 

w
ith 

corn 
porridge 

fortified 
w

ith 
M

oringa leaf pow
der. S

he received additional M
oringa leaf pow

der to add 
one teaspoon to the baby’s food three tim

es daily. In less than a w
eek of 

using the M
oringa leaf pow

der, the baby w
as m

uch im
proved. A

fter four 
w

eeks of use, the child had increased in w
eight from

 his initial 11 ½
 lbs. 

to nearly 17 lbs.
A

lphadika’s m
other pledged to continue to use the pow

der daily in her 
fam

ily’s diet as long as it is available to her. A
nd that should be a long tim

e, 
since she also pledged to plant the M

oringa tree seeds w
e provided so she 

could grow
 her ow

n source of M
oringa.
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458 Ponce de Leon, NE, Atlanta, GA 30308
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Rebuilding the Theological Foundation in East Angola
by the R

ev. Leonardo G
arcía, a G

lobal M
inistries m

issionary from
 C

uba serving  
as a professor of theology and pastoral m

entor at the Q
uéssua School of Theology  

in A
ngola.

H
istorically, the Q

uessua U
nited M

ethodist 
M

ission, 
established 

by 
B

ishop 
W

illiam
 

Taylor in 1887, has been a center of spiri-
tual, theological, and academ

ic form
ation 

throughout A
frica. 

In 2003, at the end of A
ngola’s arm

ed 
conflict, the church w

as debilitated. M
any 

congregations 
w

ere 
inactive 

and 
w

ithout 
theologically equipped leaders w

ho could 
m

anage the care and guidance of our Lord’s 
flock. S

ince then, w
ith relative peace over 

the past 13 years, professors of theology, 
like m

yself, have been called to continue the 
w

ork of preparing lay leaders and local pastors 
for this nation’s U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch.
The Q

uessua M
ethodist S

chool of Theology (FM
TQ

) offers a basic cur-
riculum

 at an interm
ediate level through its C

onference C
ourse of S

tudies. 
The school prepares students w

ho m
ajor in Theology to serve the church 

and society in general. In addition to being the school’s vice-dean, I am
 a 

faculty m
em

ber for the follow
ing courses: B

iblical Languages, W
esleyan 

Theology, E
xegesis, and N

ew
 Testam

ent Theology. I give thanks to G
od 

for the opportunity of teaching and preparing m
ore w

orkers to serve G
od.

E
very M

ay 24, w
e celebrate M

ethodism
 through “W

esleyan W
eek.” 

B
y teaching the principles and practices of our W

esleyan tradition, the 
students learn m

ore about our heritage and doctrine. S
om

e of the topics 
taught are: B

asic elem
ents about the doctrine of grace, G

od’s w
ork through 

repentance, justification, and sanctification, am
ong others.

M
issionary Leo G

arcia and his w
ife 

C
leivy, both pastors and doctors 

from
 C

uba, po
se w

ith theological 
students in front of the Q

uessua 
M

ethodist School of Theology.
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ozart A
devu conducts a training in Sudan in the uses 

of the M
oringa tree to increase nutritional levels and 

im
prove health.
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From the 
General Secretary

by Thomas Kemper

W hile the “R” in UMCOR stands for 
“relief,” it also points to “refugees.”  
Ministries with refugees have been 
central to our relief work throughout 

the 77 years since the agency’s founding in 1940. It 
is a priority today that sometimes collides with the 
policies of governments.

I use “refugees” in a generic sense: persons 
forced to flee their homes because of war, violence, 
pestilence, persecution, economic oppression, 
or natural disaster.  The church typically uses 
“refugees” to mean displaced persons. 

Concern for refugees was built into the 
Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief (MCOR), 
the forerunner to the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR), by the global situation at the 
time of its organization and the heroic foresight of 
its primary promoter. Bishop Herbert Welch (1862-
1969) proposed denominational assistance to people 
“without distinction to race, creed, or color” in a 
war-torn world. Though retired, the bishop was the 
MCOR chief executive for its first eight years.

The United Methodist response toward refugees 
is summed up by the biblical admonitions “to show 
hospitality to strangers” (Hebrews 13:2) and “to love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31). Refugees 
are neighbors in Christian eyes. For many years 
“Justice For Our Neighbors” was part of UMCOR, 
but in 2012 it became a separate entity owned and 
almost fully funded by UMCOR. Today, National 
Justice For Our Neighbors is a local church-based 
legal services program for migrants dealing with the 
immigration system in the United States.

Particularly in international focus and debate today 
are the displacements of people by armed conflict 
in the Middle East and gang violence and economic 
factors in Central America. Economic deprivation 
can serve as effectively as violence to send people 
beyond their home communities and countries 
looking for some means of survival.

Over the decades, the Middle East has produced 
vast number of refugees, including hundreds of 

thousands of Palestinians beginning in the mid-
1940s. Today, new waves of displaced people come 
from Iraq and Syria. Assistance for displaced Syrians 
and Iraqis is at the heart of much recent UMCOR 
work—assistance to those displaced both within and 
beyond their home borders.

For many years, UMCOR was directly involved 
in refugee resettlement in the United States, work 
accomplished through congregations. With large 
financial support from UMCOR, this effort is now 
coordinated by the ecumenical Church World 
Service (CWS) organization. Terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, resulted in a sharp cutback in 
US refugee admissions. 

I was among the executives of faith-based 
organizations appealing to the federal government to 
increase the number of Syrian refugees admitted to 
the United States. And I likewise publicly objected 
to even more stringent efforts to ban or slow the 
entrance of refugees and to step up deportations. 
Particularly troubling is the effort to link immigrants 
to acts of terrorism and to specifically target 
persons coming from certain predominantly Muslim 
countries. Such policies reverberate with racism, 
xenophobia, and special privilege in a country where 
all persons except Native Americans come from 
immigrant roots—many as refugees.

The General Board of Global Ministries and 
UMCOR will continue ministries along the US-
Mexican border, services to refugees in the Middle 
East, and advocacy for admission of Syrian and 
Muslim refugees to the United States. We draw no 
distinction in humanitarian services based on race, 
creed, or color.

And we will continue to reach out to strangers—
our neighbors—as we have learned from Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 25:37-40).

Thomas G. Kemper
General Secretary
General Board of Global Ministries

Refugees—Our Neighbors
Syrian refugees find community and comfort in Amman, Jordan, 

with the help of  the Dept. of Service to Palestinian  
Refugees (DSPR), a long-time UMCOR partner.
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The United Methodist Church is working to share God’s 
grace to transform our local and global communities through 
improving the health of all, beginning with children.
 Our goal is to reach 1 million children with lifesaving 
health interventions by 2020. 
 Global Health provides technical support and grants for 
abundant health projects in 8 countries to:

• Ensure safe births
• Promote good nutrition and breastfeeding

Abundant Health  
Our Promise to Children

• Prevent and treat childhood diseases
• Promote children’s health and wholeness

Join us http://umcabundanthealth.org.


