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From the editor
SOUL-BINDING CONNECTIONS

T

he original theme for this issue of New World Outlook was “South
to South.” But it didn’t take long to discover—that kind of theme
was from an old school of thought. It divided the world into the Northern
Hemisphere—which assumed more developed nations, more resources,
and primarily white Europeans and Americans of European decent; and
the Southern Hemisphere—which assumed underdeveloped nations that
were poor in resources, and primarily people of color. And while it was an
interesting topic to investigate—people of the South helping other people
of the South—it didn’t really reflect geography or socioeconomic reality.
So we rethought our thinking on this issue and focused more on the
connections people of faith are making with each other all across the
globe. Some of these connections are aided by the fact that people in
different contexts speak the same language—such as Portuguese in the
case of Portugal, Brazil, Angola, and Mozambique. A couple different stories in this issue consider those connections. The French language connection between the Central African Republic and the DR Congo aided
the development of the new church in the Central African Republic. At the
2016 General Conference, one of the newly commissioned missionaries
from Côte d’Ivoire, the Rev. Marcel Sachou, will become the first Global
Ministries’ missionary assigned to the Central African Republic.
Another of the newly commissioned missionaries this year is a Cuban
national, the Rev. Dr. Leo Garcia, who is now assigned through Global
Ministries to serve the theological school in Quéssua, part of the East
Angola Conference. The easing of relations between the United States and
Cuba have, in part, made it possible for Global Ministries to officially support a Cuban national in Angola.
Global Ministries has been transitioning into a truly global organization
for a number of years. In addition to the office in Atlanta, regional offices
are opening in Argentina and Korea. Another will be established on the
African continent. The Rev. Dr. Mande Muyombo explains some of the
thinking behind these changes for the agency.
A couple of the articles in this issue highlight the work of the World
Council of Churches. This ecumenical organization has been bringing
people of faith together across borders for nearly 70 years. New World
Outlook has published a number of stories about US United Methodists
who accompany Palestinians in Israeli occupied areas. This issue presents
some reflections by a couple of Brazilian accompaniers.
This meeting of minds and hearts and souls as a matter of faith has
been called the beloved community, the fellowship of faith, the “kindom”
of God—but when it happens, those involved feel a deep satisfaction because God is in the connection. Today, if United Methodists can be open
to God’s spirit and guidance, this beloved community is available to all.
Christie R. House

March-April 2016 Issue:
Global Health

I

just wanted to write a quick note
to say congratulations to the
Global Health team for the wonderful articles that I have been seeing
from the March-April 2016 issue of
New World Outlook on Facebook
about Global Ministries’ Global
Health initiatives.
It is so satisfying to see Global
Ministries and the church in general taking a more proactive role
(or at least making it more visible through your excellent writing and efforts) in global health
issues. As a health professional
missionary, engaging in a health
ministry is the essence of my
call (and that of my amazing colleagues here in Nicaragua), but
it has not always been possible
for me to find ways to make that
connection with Global Ministries
or with local supporting churches. There is definitely a positive
change for which I am grateful.
I will be on itineration this year
and plan to include Global Health
initiatives in the material I present. Dr. Olusimbo Ige recommended Accion Medica Cristiana
(AMC) for one of the United
Methodist Communications’ vital
connection videos to be shown at
General Conference and has recently suggested that AMC apply
for current grant opportunities.

New World Outlook
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Letters from Readers

This effort for connectional support
has been years in the making for me. I
feel like efforts to connect my place of
assignment, which is with an ecumenical health and development partner
working on global health issues, with
my own church is paying off.
Grace and peace,
Dr. Belinda Forbes
Missionary with Accion Medica
Cristiana, Nicaragua

Dear Editor:
ary Johnston College of Nursing in Manila is one of two
schools for women established by
US United Methodist Women missionaries in the Philippines.
Dr. Rebecca Parish, the first
woman physician missionary in the
Philippines, established the Mary
Johnston Hospital and School of
Nursing in 1906 in Tondo, Manila,
working with other missionaries. The
hospital was established to minister to the sick and needy as well as
train nurses who would help in that
ministry.
Today, Mary Johnston Hospital
still commits itself in the mission of
spreading the love of Christ to the
sick and needy in Tondo. The hospital
has a 120-bed capacity and serves as
a Level 3 training hospital for doctors,
nurses, and other health professionals. The College of Nursing remains

M

steadfast in its purpose of training nurses who are not only competent
but are imbued with the passion
to serve God and God’s people. It has maintained a 100
percent passing rate in the
Philippine Nurse Licensure
Examination.
We are grateful for the
legacy left to us by Dr.
Rebecca Parish. We have remained steadfast to the mission of The United Methodist
Church and United Methodist
Women. In addition to the medical facilities, we maintain mission
work for mothers and children through
feeding and training programs, scholarships
for indigent elementary and high school students, and scholarships for the nursing
students. We can reach only a small a number because of limited resources, but still,
we continue to reach children, mothers and students.
The Mary Johnston College of Nursing, now in existence for 110 years, has been
ravaged by calamities and the normal wear and tear, but with the help of alumni and
friends, we have restored the roof and repainted the exterior. The academic building
has been expanded to meet the needs of the students. The library has been renovated. But there is more work to do.
I hope that our institution will not be forgotten as one of the schools of women established in the Philippines by the United Methodist Women missionaries.
Edna O. Imperial, RN, MAN
Dean, Mary Johnston College of Nursing
Manila, Philippines

FOR E-READERS, PHONES, AND TABLETS
The best format for reading New World Outlook on smaller screens
is from newworldoutlook.org, optimized for mobile formats.
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NO PERIPHERY
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MISSION

I LOOK
UPON ALL
THE WORLD AS
MY PARISH; THUS
FAR I MEAN, THAT
IN WHATEVER PART
OF IT I AM, I JUDGE
IT MEET, RIGHT,
AND MY BOUNDEN
DUTY TO DECLARE,
UNTO ALL THAT ARE
WILLING TO HEAR,
THE GLAD TIDINGS
OF SALVATION.
—John Wesley’s Journal, June 11, 1739

A

by Mande Muyombo

s the General Board of Global Ministries moves to establish a headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, it also seeks to set up regional offices
in Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America. These regional offices will provide valuable on-the-ground resources, enabling Global
Ministries to be more fully present, regularly engaged, and quickly and easily
responsive to the global church and its partners in key world regions.
The theology of our regional structure is based on our sense of mission
“from everywhere to everywhere”—while recognizing the shift of Christianity’s
center of gravity. Mission used to be thought of as coming from the center
(churches in developed countries) and going to the peripheries (people in developing countries). But our sense today is that there isn’t a center anymore—
that doing mission lies in mutuality, looking at each other as equal partners and
learning from one another. Our heritage from the Wesleyan movement tells us
that God’s grace is everywhere and everyone shares in it.

MISSION IN THE REGIONS
We follow God’s mission and God’s movement—the Missio Dei—through the
Holy Spirit. In this sense, the regional office becomes an avenue for Global
Ministries not only to strengthen existing partnerships and create new ones
but also to learn the best mission practices and facilitate interaction between
regions. This structure will bring new perspectives and insights to our work.
How can US churches learn from Latin America and what can Africans learn
from the Asia Pacific? We are seeking to create space for learning the best
mission practices. A regional structure also creates a sense of proximity with
our partners.
We recognize that God is at work everywhere in the world. There is always
something exciting happening in one region that may very well ignite passion
in other places.

New World Outlook

Programmatically, the regional offices will help to maximize the
church’s impact. Being in closer proximity to the work, staff members can
monitor and evaluate programs more
effectively, while having the opportunity for more interaction in local contexts. Seeing first-hand how a local
faith community is engaging in global
mission, staff members can better design programming based on that community’s collective faith experience.
We also recognize that a regional
presence allows Global Ministries to
better respond to our missionaries in
that region, enabling better supervision. Through partnership and proximity, we can create placements that
are contextual and responsive to local
priorities. This will help us maximize
our work, whether it involves recruiting, sending, and supervising missionaries or cultivating placements.
All of our programs will expand exponentially thanks to our proximity.
Global Ministries’ work in other
areas—such as humanitarian aid,
disaster response, global health, and
finance and administration—will help
us to build capacity for regional partners
to work effectively in all of those areas.
A regional presence also creates an opportunity for Global Ministries to forge
deeper relationships with autonomous
Methodist church, UMC, and ecumenical partners.

AGENCY PARTNERS
Initially, we are partnering with
The Upper Room—a program of
the General Board of Discipleship
(Discipleship Ministries)—to open
our first regional offices in Argentina
and Korea. The Upper Room is concerned with spiritual formation,
enabling the two general agencies to work together at both local
and regional levels. In fact, Global
Ministries becomes a channel to facilitate program work with various
United Methodist agencies and other
partners, creating an even playing
field with no center and no periphery.
Mission can be accomplished from
everywhere to everywhere because
God is at work everywhere.
The Global Ministries/Upper
Room office in Latin America will
open in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
and an Asia-Pacific office will be established in Seoul, South Korea. We
are still exploring a number of possible placements for an office in Africa.
In Europe, we have a presence in
Parnü, Estonia, through a staff member who lives there.
Global Ministries will also maintain
a presence in New York City through
a United Nations Liaison office. The
work United Methodists will do in the
regions—as part of our social holiness
movement within the Wesleyan tradition—will help advance the United
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Nations’ sustainable development
goals. These goals extend from 2015
to 2030 and involve ending poverty, protecting the planet, and ensuring prosperity for all as part of a new
sustainable development agenda.
Each goal has specific targets to be
achieved over the next 15 years. A
staff presence close to the United
Nations enables Global Ministries to
continue that work as well.
Regional offices are actually catalysts for keeping us connected in
mission as a global church. The unit
that oversees this work is called
“Global Mission Connections.” We
accomplish God’s mission by connecting. Actually, Global Ministries
exists for this very reason—to connect the church in mission.

The Rev. Dr. Mande Muyombo is executive director of Global Ministries’
new Global Mission Connections unit.
Originally from Katanga, DRC, he
earned both bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Africa University in Zimbabwe as a Global Ministries’ scholar,
followed by a Master in Theology and
a doctorate from St. Paul Seminary in
Kansas City, Missouri. After returning
to DRC, he was appointed by Bishop
Ntambo to serve as director of Kamina Methodist University, where he increased the enrollment fivefold during
his tenure there.

G LO B A L ST RU C T U R E O F G LO B A L M I N I ST R I E S
GLOBAL MISSION
CONNECTIONS
(REGIONAL OFFICES)
Atlanta, Georgia,
United States
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Seoul, South Korea
Pärnu, Estonia (a presence)

MISSION LIAISON
OFFICES

MISSION INITIATIVES
COUNTRIES

UMCOR COUNTRY
OFFICES

New York United Nations
Liaison Office, USA
Israel/Palestine Liaison
Office, Jerusalem

Cambodia
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Honduras
Laos
Mongolia
Senegal
Thailand
Vietnam

Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Haiti
South Sudan
Sudan
Zimbabwe
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THE UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
in the

CENTRAL
AFRICAN
REPUBLIC
by Christie R. House

United Methodist Women of the Miskine
UMC in the Central African Republic
celebrate a year of mission ministry.
PHOTO: COURTESY EMUCA

T

he beginnings of The United Methodist Church in
the Central African Republic (CAR) can be traced
back to 2001, when Lucien Dockpa, a native of
the CAR, tuned into Radio Afrique Internationale, a
French-language radio show produced by the General Board
of Global Ministries in the United States. The program content
was recorded in New York and broadcast out of Germany. The
shows focused on God’s mission and the vision and objectives of The United Methodist Church across the world—and
across Africa.

New World Outlook

Robert Mpoyo, a former staff
member of Global Ministries’ United
Methodist Committee on Relief, occasionally worked with Radio Africa
International, which was directed by
Donna Nieman. “The radio show was
widely followed by millions in Africa,”
Mpoyo noted, “and because the signal was so strong, we received many
responses from listeners as far away
as South America, Mongolia, and
Eastern Europe.” Within the context
of the religious programming, social
issues were also dealt with, such as
sustainable agriculture and climate
change. Raphael Mbadinga, one of
the program’s hosts, interviewed
many African leaders, technicians,
and program managers in the studio on topics as varied as HIV/AIDS,
malaria, and other health concerns,
along with water resources, sanitation, and irrigation.
Lucien Dockpa says that what
moved him most about these broadcasts was the way in which The
United Methodist Church understood the great commission of Jesus
Christ—“that Christians should go
everywhere in the world to proclaim
the good news,” he explained. “But
further,” he added, “the way you
live your life is a testimony that a
Methodist gives to his or her neighbor as the proof of mutual love from
and for God. From this point,” he
concluded, “I decided that such a
church, which has never existed in
my country, should be created.”
In 2002, Dockpa began to exchange letters with the hosts of the
radio program in New York to see
if they could help him establish a
church for evangelizing and training Central African Christians. Over
five years, with a small team of likeminded colleagues, he established a
number of small churches with lay
pastors and a growing membership.
At that time, Dockpa was a teacher

in the CAR’s capital city, Bangui, at
the Evangelical School of Theology
(BEST), known in French as Faculté
de Théologie Évangélique de Bangui
(FATEB). In 2006, he met the Rev. Dr.
Jean-Marie Nkonge, the regional director for Francophone Africa Master
of Arts Programs, Development
Associates International (DAI), who
was visiting the seminary. Today, Dr.
Nkonge, an ordained clergy member
of the UMC in the DR Congo, serves
as a member of Global Ministries’
board of directors.
Through his work with FATEB, Dr.
Nkonge visits the CAR about twice a
year. The master’s program he oversees operates in eight African countries: the DR Congo (since 2004);
Central African Republic (2005);
Senegal (2006); Burundi (2006);
Congo Brazzaville (2010); Chad
(2012); Burkina Faso (2013); and
Cameroon (2013). Dr. Nkonge explained that Dockpa’s intention in
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“THE WAY YOU LIVE
YOUR LIFE IS A
TESTIMONY THAT A
METHODIST GIVES
TO HIS OR HER
NEIGHBOR AS THE
PROOF OF MUTUAL
LOVE FROM AND
FOR GOD.”

The Rev. Lucien Dockpa arrives at the Bangassou airstrip, located nearly 500 miles from the capital city, Bangui.
This mission trip was the first time the Bangassou churches received a visit from an ordained UMC pastor.
Because of pervasive insecurity along the way, the only way to travel safely to that location is by plane.
PHOTO: COURTESY EMUCA
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contacting him was to find ways of
making their newly created church a
United Methodist communion supervised from the DRC.
“I took their request to the
Congo Central Conference meeting in Lubumbashi in August 2006,”
Nkonge noted, “where it was accepted. The Central Congo Episcopal
Area became the supervising body.
In 2012, when the Central Congo
Conference elected Bishop Gabriel
Unda to oversee the new Episcopal
Area of East Congo, the CAR UMC
fell under East Congo supervision because of its proximity.”

pastors—the Rev. Pascal Kayumba
Musalo and the Rev. Elie Muteba
Mayombo—received scholarships
(from 2008 General Conference
funds) to complete Ph.D. studies at
FATEB in the CAR. While there, these
pastors took the opportunity to nurture the CAR church members. Four
volunteer lay pastors, without much
outside financial support, were serving the CAR churches. But when political conflict broke out in the CAR
capital in 2013, FATEB moved its MA
and doctorate students to Yaounde,
Cameroon, until the situation in
Bangui stabilized, and the two DRC
pastors, left.

in the three local churches that
were still functioning. Since church
finances were not enough to secure rent for a house of worship,
the church members were meeting in tents or private homes. Both
lay preachers and church members
needed to be trained. “We had tried
to create departments, but without
suitable instruction they weren’t
very efficient,” Dockpa explained.
“People were doing as they pleased.
Because of the lack of training, the
church treasurers were managing
the finances in their own ways.”
Considering Lucien Dockpa’s introduction to The United Methodist

BUILDING THE FOUNDATION
Dr. Nkonge purchased a French version of the 1990 Book of Discipline,
along with two books on United
Methodist history for the CAR team
leaders. “After preaching on Sunday,”
he explained, “I stayed with church
members, shared meals, did a presentation on the UMC, and answered
questions. Three of the CAR leaders
were selected by Global Ministries for
scholarships (Lucien Dockpa, César
Gazza, and Mrs. Pailette). I suggested that Mrs. Pailette attend Africa
University for her area of study. Then
the Dockpa and Gazza families traveled with me to begin theology studies at Katanga Methodist University
in Mulungwishi, DRC, where I was
working as Academic Dean and
Provost.”
Religious organizations in the
CAR must register with the government. At the time, a former student
from Dr. Nkonge’s MA program, Mr.
Mbaye, was secretary of the committee that approved new denominations in the CAR. So Nkonge paid
the required fees and The United
Methodist Church in the CAR was officially registered with ease.
In 2010, while Dockpa and Gazza
studied in the DRC, two Congolese

As of September 2014, Central African Republic church membership
stood as follows:
CHURCH NAME

MEN

WOMEN

YOUTH

CHILDREN

TOTAL

Miskine Church

6

7

7

4

24

Petevo Church

7

11

19

6

43

Bangassou Church

12

14

9

9

44

TOTAL

25

32

35

19

111

In 2012, after six years of theological training at Katanga Methodist
University in Mulungwishi, DRC,
Lucien Dockpa and César Gazza were
ordained as United Methodist clergy
by Bishop Kainda Katembo. After finishing further studies through 2013,
they returned home.

NEW BEGINNINGS
While the CAR has struggled for stability since its independence from France
in 1960, the years 1993 to 2003 were
good ones. But in 2003 a rebel military
commander ousted the elected president. War once again erupted and the
fledgling church saw some of its members scattered all over the country.
The CAR pastors returned home
to find deep poverty and local need

Church, the CAR church leaders felt
that radio broadcasts were still a vital
tool for outreach in the community.
But Radio Africa International no longer operated. “One of the obstacles
we face,” Dockpa notes, “is that, because the UMC is so young in this
country, it is considered by many—and
particularly by other Christians—as a
cult or sect. So it is important for us to
get our message out that the UMC is a
worldwide denomination and that we
are connected to a much larger community under the same umbrella.”
Currently the church hosts a halfhour radio program every Thursday
evening on the Voice of the Gospel
(RVE) radio station (Radio Voix de
l’Evangile) called “The Prophetic
Mission of the Church.” The program

New World Outlook

Miskine and Pétévo church members, Central African Republic Mission Initiative.
PHOTO: COURTESY EMUCA

introduces the UMC and explains its
objectives, vision, doctrine, and operation in the CAR.
In 2015, the church—now officially known as The United Methodist
Church in Central Africa (EMUCA)—
concentrated work in a number of
areas, including youth and women’s
groups. To help members understand the importance of music in
the Methodist tradition, Dr. Aquila
Soronaka, a EMUCA member, held a
series of training workshops to teach
congregation members how to read
music and sing the notes.
The need for financial training
was addressed through a series of
seminars on the importance of the
offering and of giving gifts to God.
These workshops defined what the
offerings would be used for. Having
church members support their
own church in the Central African
Republic is a way for the community
of faith to care for its church workers and pastors. At the conclusion
of the series, a loyal member, profoundly moved by the depth of the
message, made an offering of 65
chairs to the church.

In 2015, the Rev. Dr. Ngoy
Pitchy Kazadi, Deputy Legal
Representative of the UMC North
Katanga Conference in the DRC, visited the CAR churches. Rev. Pitchy
came to FATEB to teach some leadership courses.
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an ordained pastor since their founding in 2006. Therefore, none of the
believers had been officially admitted as members. During the visit,
the team trained the constituents
in United Methodist doctrine and
the responsibilities that lay preachers were required to fulfill in order to
carry out their evangelization tasks
for Jesus Christ.
Two local churches worship in
Bangassou: the Bangui-City Church
and the Antioch Church, which is
located on the outskirts of the town.
Antioch UMC, the older of the two,
is supervised by Aubin de Grace
Ndongbo, a lay preacher and former
pastor of a Baptist church who joined
the EMUCA after accepting the UMC
doctrine. In 2007, he was also part
of the first delegation from the CAR
to attend the Oriental and Equateur
Annual Conference of the East Congo
area held in Kisangani, DRC.
Bangassou is one of the areas
where the church has encountered
suspicion from local authorities, so

By the end of August 2015, Methodism in the Central African Republic
had grown by 60 percent:
CHURCH NAME

MEN

WOMEN

YOUTH

CHILDREN

TOTAL

Miskine Churches

11

9

17

22

59

Petevo Churches

7

11

16

16

50

Bangassou Churches

29

44

39

54

166

TOTAL

47

64

72

92

275

A YEAR OF GROWTH
In November 2015, Pastor Dockpa
took a small team to Bangassou to
bolster the churches started there.
Bangassou is located about 488
miles from CAR’s capital city, Bangui.
Because of pervasive insecurity
along the way, the only safe way to
get there is by plane. Methodists in
this area hadn’t received a visit from

the visiting team met with the prefect, the sub-prefect and the police
captain. The church invited them to
a seminar for the local administrative
authorities and the ministers of the
locality. Dockpa indicated that the
seminar, which the deputy mayor
also attended, introduced United
Methodist doctrine and the goals
pursued by the UMC mission in the

11
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SMALL CHURCH, BIG PLANS

The Master of Music of the Miskine UMC teaches a music seminar to CAR church members.
PHOTO: COURTESY EMUCA

Central African Republic. “The UMC
does not come to compete with
existing churches,” Dockpa said.
“Moreover, it seeks to strengthen whatever work remains to be
achieved to accomplish the overall
mission of Christ’s church universal.
Later, a two-day training session
on doctrine and practice was held
for members of the Antioch Church.
“We explained that Methodism is
not just a description but a behavior,”

Members of the Paroisse
United Methodist Church
of Bangui-Ville, CAR,
arrive for worship.
PHOTO: COURTESY EMUCA

Dockpa pointed out, “because for
Methodists, making disciples means
transforming the world. It also means
feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked, healing the sick, and providing
shelter for the homeless,” he added.
As a result of their careful work,
both Bangassou churches received
permission to acquire land and to build
houses of worship. It will take time,
however, to shore up the church finances enough to realize these goals.

While moving ahead on plans to
construct new churches in Miskine,
Antioch, and Bagui-City, Dockpa
stressed evangelization and the
planting of new local churches as the
priority. “I’ve developed an ongoing
visitation schedule to meet with the
smaller faith communities outside
the capital city,” he explained. “And
we are keen to purchase musical instruments for the congregations to
enrich their worship services.”
In the long term, the EMUCA
has already acquired the Methodist
vision of bringing health, education,
and strong faith centers to its communities. Central Africa’s United
Methodists dream of constructing
two health centers, three primary
schools, and a Methodist school of
theology in the CAR, according to
their vision statement. In October
2015, Global Ministries’ board of directors designated the EMUCA as
a mission initiative, which will provide more connections and resources to strengthen the new church.

Christie R. House is the editor of New
World Outlook magazine.
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missionmemo
Call for More Ministries to Migrants
United Methodists around the world are being asked to
step up ministries to support migrants and to observe the
third Sunday of February as “Migrant Sunday.”
An updated resolution entitled “Global Migration and
the Quest for Justice,” submitted by the General Board
of Global Ministries for the 2016 General Conference in
Portland, Oregon, cited migration as “a critical international, and at times, a pressing national issue, a matter of last
resort, and no other choice for millions of human beings.”
The comprehensive document described a range of reasons why large groups of people leave their homelands or
are forced to relocate within their own countries. Statistics
cited include 51 million cross-border refugees in 2015, 33.3
million persons displaced in their own countries, and 232
million migrant workers. The situation of 3.8 million Syrian
refugees was particularly noted in the legislation.

Global Health Initiative Affirmed
The General Conference also affirmed Abundant Health:
Our Promise to Children as the next step in its global health
initiative. Through it, the church commits itself to reach 1
million children with lifesaving interventions by 2020.
Coordinated by Global Ministries, Abundant Health will
focus on four core areas impacting the health of children
throughout the world. It will aim to ensure safe births,
address nutritional challenges and promote breastfeeding, advance prevention and treatment of childhood diseases, and promote children’s health and wholeness. The
program plans to engage at least 10,000 churches in the
United States to develop support systems for treatment,
education, and disease prevention in their neighborhoods.

New Structure for Southeast Asia
A new geographical provisional unit—called a “central
conference”—for Southeast Asia and Mongolia was approved during the 2016 General Conference in Portland,
Oregon. This step is needed in order to equip new mission-founded churches to achieve organizational maturity.
The Provisional Central Conference, the first established in many decades, responds to the growth of
United Methodist congregations in the areas it covers.
Methodism is becoming a significant religious movement
in parts of Southeast Asia. It is also growing in Mongolia,
notably among young adults.

New Missionaries Commissioned During
General Conference
Also during the 2016 General Conference, 29 new Global
Ministries missionaries were commissioned for service.
The commissioning was believed the first to occur during the church’s policy-making assembly that meets
every four years.
The new missionaries will serve as church developers,
chaplains, teachers, health practitioners or administrators, agricultural specialists and youth workers. Six of the
29 will work in the health field. Four will engage in ministries with migrants, and four will serve as church and
community workers in economically marginalized urban
and rural communities in the United States.
DEATHS—Enoch A. Rodriguez, retired home missioner
of the EUB Church with 37 years of service at McCurdy
School in New Mexico, died January 6, 2016…William
R. Barrett, retired missionary with 12 ½ years of service
in Japan, died January 14, 2016…Norma Jane Humble,
retired missionary with 3 ½ years of service in India, died
January 17, 2016…Frieda M. Morris, retired home missionary and then deaconess with more than 31 years of
service in the United States, died January 20, 2016…
Robert Hanson, retired missionary with 21 years of service in Austria, died January 27, 2016…Clara Golden, retired missionary with nearly 37 years of service in the DR
Congo, died February 6, 2016...Cleo Noah, retired missionary with nearly 33 years of service in Brazil, died February
17, 2016…Lilly Andreassen, retired missionary with 13
½ years of service in Norway, died February 28, 2016…
Marjorie Balis, retired missionary with 6 ½ years of service
in India, died March 9, 2016…Margaret E. Hight, retired
deaconess with 29 years of service in the United States,
died March 19, 2016…Joan Russell, retired missionary
with 13 years of service in Peru, died March 29, 2016…
Arlene Merritt, retired deaconess with 37 years of service
in the United States and Japan, died April 6, 2016…Bonita
Byler-Scheid, retired missionary with 7 years of service
in Hong Kong, died April 10, 2016…Adelina Rodrigues,
retired missionary with 31 ½ years of service in Portugal,
died April 24, 2016…Russell E. Sargent, retired missionary with more than 15 years of service in Chile, died April
25, 2016…Patricia W. Alger, retired missionary with nearly 10 years of service in the DR Congo, died May 19, 2016.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE MISSION ROUNDUP

GENERAL CONFERENCE
MISSION ROUNDUP
Mission, missionaries, and global ministries were at the forefront of many
events and discussions at the 2016 United Methodist General Conference
held in Portland, Oregon, May 10-20. Here are
snapshots of a few of the people, plenaries, and
events that highlighted the mission ministries of
the church.

May 14 was Generation
Transformation day at the
2016 General Conference and
everyone wore a tee-shirt—
everyone being Global
Ministries’staff, missionaries,
directors, friends, Global Mission
Fellows, and a few translators.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY
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THE COMMISSIONING
Global Ministries trained 29
missionaries for missionary service
in Portland, Oregon, and they arrived
early Thursday morning May 19 to
be commissioned during an 8 a.m.
worship service.
Above: Desiree Segura-April is
commissioned for missionary
service by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of
the Wisconsin Episcopal Area and a
number of others who laid on hands.
PHOTO: KATHLEEN BARRY/UMNS

Above Right: the group of 29
missionaries lines up for a photo after
the commissioning, with staff and
bishops of Global Ministries. PHOTO:
PAUL JEFFREY/UMNS

Right: Staff member Nora Colmenares
leads a group of newly commissioned
missionaries out of the auditorium.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY/UMNS
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GLOBAL HEALTH
Jeremy Rosado sings “God Is Able” during a celebration of The United
Methodist Church’s Imagine No Malaria campaign, May 18, at the 2016
United Methodist General Conference in Portland, Oregon.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

The next phase of the United Methodist Global Health Focus Area will be
“Abundant Health: Our Promise to Children,” coordinated by the General
Board of Global Ministries Global Health unit, led by Dr. Olusimbo Ige.

GLOBAL MISSION FELLOWS
WITH DR. SIMBO
Global Health Global Mission Fellows who were in Portland
for General Conference lingered for a moment on May
14 to have their photo taken with the executive director
of Global Health, Dr. Olusimbo Ige. From left to right:
Caroline Mutsago, Gerald Chandakabata; Dr. Ige; Bethel
Mhone, and Rose Ombaku. PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE
Below: Members of the Jefferson Dance Group help
celebrate the Imagine No Malaria campaign, May 18.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY, UMNS
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MISSIONARIES AND GLOBAL MISSION FELLOWS
United Methodist missionaries filled many roles at the 2016 General
Conference. Some, like David Makobo (above left, at right, talking with a
visitor in Global Ministries’ exhibit), who serves as an agricultural missionary in
Senegal, worked as a Swahili interpreter. Other missionaries, such as Rukang
Chicomb, a pilot in the aviation program of the DR Congo, served as a delegate
for his annual conference; A full class of Global Mission Fellows (2014-2016)
came together in Portland for group meetings at the end of their term. Some
of the US-2s (above right) posed for a picture with a member of the first class
of US-2s (1962), Mary Beth Byrne. Florence Kaying and John Nday (left) were
commissioned for service at General Conference. They will be going from the
DR Congo to Mozambique. PHOTOS: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE

These Global Mission Fellows (background photo) give their full
attention as Dr. Olusimbo Ige speaks about how health, living
conditions, economic opportunity, and access to good nutrition,
education, and medical care are all interrelated.
PHOTOS: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE
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OUTSIDE THE CONVENTION CENTER
Shown here are a climate change vigil (left and above) and an
immigration rally (below left), all of which took place in Portland
outside the convention center.
Left: Denise Henrikson and Susan Russell fly “wind sockeyes”—
silk batik salmon windsocks—in preparation for the May 12
climate vigil. The conference considered a wide variety of
policy proposals, including several related to the environment.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY/ UMNS ; Above: A lantern made by a United
Methodist—somewhere in the world—was sent to Portland to
become part of the Climate Change Vigil sponsored by the
Pacific-Northwest Conference. PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE
Below left: Demonstrators join in a May 13 immigration rally
outside the convention center. Note, George Howard of
Global Ministries is far left; Below right: Norma Capuyan, an
indigenous leader from Mindanao in the Philippines, speaks at
the climate vigil held outside the 2016 United Methodist General
Conference. Capuyan came with a small delegation of Lumad
indigenous people to raise awareness about their forced removal
from their homelands and other violations of their human rights.
The UMC in the Philippines has provided the Lumad with aid and
sanctuary. PHOTOS: PAUL JEFFREY/UMNS
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YOUNG PEOPLE AT GENERAL CONFERENCE
Although the majority of delegates at General Conference were
older adults, a growing number of younger people are taking their
place in the proceedings.
Background: Young people who attended the Young People’s
Convocation in the Philippines before General Conference plea for
unity during a plenary session, led by Ann Jacob, a reserve delegate
from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY/UMNS

Above left: US-2s Connor Kenaston and Chelsea Spyres speak in
the Global Ministries’ exhibit area about young adult mission service
opportunities, May 14. PHOTO: MAILE BRADFIELD/UMNS
Chelsea Spyres, a US-2 from the Peninsula-Delaware Conference
serving with the NOAH project in Detroit, and Peter Cibuabua, of the
Central Congo Conference (above right) delivered the Young People’s
Address together at the 2016 General Conference.
PHOTOS: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

Staff members of Global Ministries took part in various services
and activities at General Conference. Below: Mande Muyombo
helped to lead the opening worship service, May 10. PHOTO: MIKE
DUBOSE/UMNS. The Revs. Cathy Whitlatch and Judy Chung present
missionaries to be commissioned during a May 19 worship service.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY/UMNS
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TRUSTING in GOD—
UNITED METHODISTS IN FLORIDA AND
ANGOLA, CUBAN MISSIONARIES, AND THE
REBUILDING OF THE QUÉSSUA MISSION
STATION IN EAST ANGOLA

by Icel Rodriguez, with story illustrations from the Florida Conference’s Angola Partnership blog
series by Icel and Armando Rodriguez, Kathy Steele, and Leonardo and Cleivy Garcia

W

hen the Florida Florida Conference and we needed connection for the Florida Conference
Conference of The to get to know our partners in Angola in East Angola. One thing we disUnited Methodist on a deeper level. So from 2009 to covered while there—for the partChurch first formed 2010, we served as the missionary nership to continue to grow and be
fruitful, a missionary presa partnership with the
ence was essential to coEast Angola Conference in
ordinate work and receive
2004, the country, located
volunteer teams. Not until
on Africa’s southwestern
2016, with the easing of
coast, was still recovering
relations between Cuba
from 40 years of devastatand the United States, has
ing civil war after its indeGlobal Ministries been able
pendence from Portugal.
to support a Cuban nationThe Methodist mission at
al in Anglola.
Quéssua, near Malange, inOn May 19 this year,
cluding its church, schools,
at the 2016 General
and residential buildings,
Conference in Portland,
was in ruins.
Oregon, a worship service
Then in 2009, my huswas celebrated to commisband, the Rev. Armando J.
sion 29 people for missionRodriguez, Jr., and I were
ary service throughout the
assigned by the Florida
world. One of them, the
Annual Conference to
Rev. Dr. Leonardo Garcia
serve in Angola for one
Leo and Clievy Garcia—Leo is a Global Ministries’ missionary from the
Salgado, from Cuba, is
year. I had been hired to Methodist Church in Cuba serving in the East Angola UMC at Quéssua
now being assigned by
serve as the director of as a teacher in the Quéssua Seminary.
Global Ministries to serve
Global Mission for the PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE
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Local workers in Quéssua made major
contributions to the rebuilding of the Boys’
Boarding School in Quéssua, Angola.
PHOTO: COURTESY FLORIDA CONFERENCE
EAST ANGOLA PARTNERSHIP

the Quéssua Mission in East Angola.
But, in fact, Leonardo and his wife,
the Rev. Dr. Cleivy Benitez, have been
serving as missionaries at Quéssua
for the past five years, in partnership
with the Florida Conference’s Global
Mission office.

FROM CUBA TO ANGOLA
When we returned from Angola
in 2010, we could see there was
much physical work to be done in
East Angola, rebuilding the Quéssua
Mission and the church, re-establishing educational and health work, but,
underlying all that was a great need
to re-establish the human connection
of relationship that is so important
within The United Methodist Church.
For many years, because of war and
politics, the connection forged by
God across the community of faith
was also in need of repair.
My husband and I were aware
that the Methodist Church in Cuba
had provided missionaries for other

parts of Latin America. For instance,
Armando’s parents, who are from
Cuba, served in Honduras to help
establish the United Methodist mission initiative there. So we met
with Bishop Ricardo Pereira Diaz of
the Methodist Church in Cuba to
determine whether God was calling Cuban missionary candidates to
serve in Angola. Although Cuba is
full of impossibilities, the church in
Cuba has such passion and is growing by leaps and bounds. They have a
passion for serving and a passion for
the gospel. It was a difficult dream
to make a reality because of government restrictions—theirs, ours, and
the Angolan government’s restrictions—but Bishop Pereira was open
to the Spirit.
Methodists in Cuba and Angola
have been cooperating and working together in a number of
ways. The Methodist seminary in
Havana has received Angola students. In Malange, Angola, many

professionals from Cuba work for
the Angolan government.
Eventually God led us to Leonardo
and Cleivy Garcia, a couple who
would begin a new chapter in the relationship of Florida and East Angola.
Leonardo and Cleivy are clergy
members of the Methodist Church
in Cuba and graduates of the School
of Medicine and the Methodist
Seminary in Havana. They had
served for 21 years as medical doctors until they received the call to
ministry in 2005, when they began
to work with the Methodist Church
in Cuba in various appointments. It
took us a year to straighten out their
visas to travel from Cuba to work in
Angola, but that gave them time to
study Portuguese.
To shore up their support, the
Florida Conference asked its churches to contribute to their ministry as
covenant partners, giving prayer
and financial support. Some churches also pledged their presence,
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The new Health Center at Quéssua was built by the Angolan government.
PHOTO: KENNETH KOOME

forming volunteer teams to work in
East Angola. In 2011, the Garcias
began their missionary service with
the East Angola/Florida Partnership.
Their initial responsibilities included
teaching at the Faculty of Theology in
Quéssua, overseeing the Orphanage/
Boarding House, and coordinating
the Florida volunteer-in-mission trips
to East Angola.

REBUILDING QUÉSSUA
Before long, the ministry roles for
the Cuban missionaries began to
expand. In February 2012, Bishop
José Quipungo, of the East Angola
Conference, appointed Leonardo
and Cleivy as pastors to the
Quéssua UMC. This meant they
served in four areas—as teachers
in the seminary, as pastors to the
church, as UMVIM coordinators,
and as parents—to the 45 boys who
lived in the Internato orphanage.
Volunteer teams from the Florida
Conference arrived two to three

times a year to work in Quéssua.
In November 2012, a team began
work on the boys’ dorm. The boys
were living in a four-room house.
Once the boy’s dorm was finished,
they could move into roomier quarters, and their old house could be
remodeled so that the orphaned
girls, who lived in Malange and
commuted to Quéssua for school,
could move into better and closer
quarters as well.
Quéssua is for Angolans what
Jerusalem was for the Israelites in
Nehemiah’s time. Therefore, when
the news went out that the reconstruction of the dorm had begun, people started showing up to “strengthen their hands for the good work.”
Those assembled for this work included the children and youth of the
boarding house, adults who received
their education at Quéssua before the
war, the volunteers from Florida, our
Cuban missionaries, and the leadership of the East Angola Conference.

One Saturday morning, more than
500 students from the Malange high
school arrived to help. One of the
students said, “There are landmines
in this area,” which reminded me of
the three landmines that we found
when my family and I lived here.
However, not even fear deterred
those brave ones from completing
the job. While some were working on the dorm, United Methodist
Women from Angola and Florida
were “strengthening their hands for
the good work” of starting a sewing
class for the community.
During this trip, we saw hands
from every corner of Angola and
Florida being strengthened for the
good work. As a result, we witnessed how life is emerging from
dry bones. This is the fruit of intercessory prayers, actions of faith, and
sacrificial giving both in Angola and in
Florida. What a wonderful testimony of the unifying and transforming
power of Jesus Christ!

New World Outlook

In 2013, we received this news
from Cleivy: “Leo and I hosted a delegation from the government office
of the Malange Province. Among
the government leaders, we hosted
the Vice-governor of Malange and
the financial top officer in the region. One of the greatest benefits of
the visit is that three more buildings
in the Quessua mission have been
hooked up to the city’s electricity:
the School of Theology, the church,
and the parsonage.
Armando explains how this came
about: “Before civil war destroyed
the mission station, the population
in Quéssua reached about 1200 students. Many of them are now highranking employees in the government, including military generals and
ministers at the national level. They
have organized themselves into an
Association of Former Students and
Friends of Quéssua, which diligently raises funds and helps with the
logistics of every team that visits
Angola. They are in constant contact with the East Angola/Florida
Partnership Committee.”

MORE CONNECTIONS
In 2014, Global Ministries appointed
Kenneth Koome Nkanda, a missionary from Kenya, to serve as the financial officer working with Global
Ministries’ Advance funds, grants,
and scholarships invested with the
East Angola Conference.
Meanwhile, the reconstruction
of the boys’ boarding house continued at full speed. With financial support from churches in the Florida
Conference, the Angola Memorial
Scholarship Fund, and the Association
of Former Students of Quessua, windows and doors were installed. The
boys worked side-by-side with Leo
as they dreamed of their new house.
Also in 2014, the School of Theology
received a grant from the General
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Board of Higher Education and Ministry to provide scholarships, support the
Course of Studies program, and develop the theological library.
Young Angolans work with the visiting mission team members to put the
physical pieces of their community back together after it was destroyed by
the long civil war. But more importantly, the spiritual relationships severed
by war are reconnecting through the Florida/East Angola Partnership.
In October of 2014, a small team from First UMC of Homestead, Florida,
was set to travel to Angola with Sandi Goodman, Chair of the Florida/East
Angola Partnership, when they received news that a terrible storm had ravaged the mission compound. They decided to go anyway to see what they
could do. Angolans who love Quessua told others that they had come all the
way from America to help, even after the terrible storm. They told people in
the government and a government team came to meet with them and evaluate the damage. They shared meals and decided that if the US team had
come all the way from America, Angolans should do more! They agreed to
replace the roof on the orphanage and the school and to meet many other
needs as well, like providing wells for clean water. They kindly embraced
the team and joined the work God had called it to do.
It was not about the team making a difference or in the success of the
work it did. It was really about trusting God.

SO MANY MIRACLES
Later that month, the government sent a Portuguese building company to
complete the reconstruction of the entire Quéssua mission. The work being
done is phenomenal! Even buildings that were completely destroyed by the
bombs are being rebuilt.
Ken Koomes reports that the Government of Angola built six additional
classrooms to create room for more students. In addition, the government
rebuilt the Quéssua hospital in the mission center to bring health services
closer to the communities around Quéssua. The President of Angola has
committed himself and the government to help in rebuilding the remaining infrastructure in Quessua and two more hospitals in the Lunda Sul and
Lunda Norte districts of the East Angola Annual Conference.
As if all of this were not enough, on April 18th, the Quéssua mission,
which was founded in 1885 to become, at one point, the largest United
Methodist mission in Africa, was included in the “World Heritage List” of
UNESCO!
I would like to conclude with this story from Dr. Cleivy.
“On Mother’s Day, we had a special visitor at our Quéssua church,” she
reported in her 2015 newsletter. “A 101-year-old woman from Luanda, the
capital, joined us for worship. This wonderful lady had asked her children for
a special Mother’s Day gift—to attend a worship service in Quéssua before
she leaves this world. Oh, how she rejoiced when she saw how Quéssua
was being completely restored, continuing to serve the purpose for which
God had brought it into existence.
Like this young-at-heart lady, I praise God for being is so very present in
the lives of those that are being impacted by the Quéssua mission.

Icel Rodriguez serves the director of Global Mission for the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.
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GLOBAL

STRUCTUR
Atlanta, Georgia. United States

UMCOR West, Salt Lake City, Utah
Sager Brown, Baldwin,
Louisiana

Pärnu, Estonia (a presence)
New York United Nations
Liaison Office, USA

Senegal

Honduras
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Zimbabwe

Haiti
Cameroon

Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Central African Republic

Africa Regional Office—To Be Determined

GRAPHIC: CHRISTOPHER G. COLEMAN
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of GLOBAL

Kazakhstan
Mongolia

Kyrgyzstan

Seoul, South Korea

Vietnam

Laos

Cambodia
Sudan
South Sudan

Thailand

Israel/Palestine Liaison Office, Jerusalem

l Global Mission Connections
(regional offices)

l Mission Liaison Offices
l Mission Initiative Countries

l UMCOR Country Offices
l UMCOR Depots
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Kennis Lam (far right) with Kobe youth in Okinawa,
where they attended a Mission and Society Seminar
with youth from Okinawa and Hong Kong.
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by Kennis Lam

P

During the Winter Festival, Okamota church
opened up its sanctuary for Japanese carolers
to sing traditional Christmas songs, even
though few are Christian members.
PHOTO: KENNIS LAM

eople often wonder why I, a third-generation Christian from Hong
Kong, wanted to go to Japan as a missionary. My name is Lam Meiyan—or Kennis Lam for English speakers. I’m a missionary for both
Global Ministries and the Methodist Church in Hong Kong (MCHK),
serving in Kobe, Japan, as a director of youth and young adult ministries.
My journey to missionary service began in 2004, when I read an article
about Christianity in Japan. It said that Christians there make up less than
1 percent of the total population. So I started to wonder why there were
so few Christians in Japan. Since I wanted to know more, with the goal of
serving in Japan, I joined a mission team the following year to visit local
Japanese churches in Tokyo.
I was shocked to discover that there were almost no young faces in
Japan’s Christian congregations! From that point on, God planted a vision in
my heart—a desire to accompany the young Japanese generation on its way
to seeking God. So, beginning in 2006, I started to equip myself for this ministry by entering seminary and learning the Japanese language. After graduating in 2010 from Chung Chi Divinity School, which is part of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, I began to seek opportunities to serve in Japan.
In 2011, thanks to the amazing guidance of God, I met Rebecca Asedillo, the
executive secretary of Global Ministries’ Asia-Pacific Mission Relationships.
She was attending ceremonies celebrating the 160th anniversary of the arrival
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of the Rev. George Piercy, the first Methodist missionary in
Hong Kong. After a long process, with the help of Rebecca
Asedillo and Global Ministries, I was commissioned in 2013
to serve as youth minister at Okamoto Church, part of the
United Church of Christ of Japan (UCCJ), in Kobe, Japan.
Since MCHK and UCCJ do not have an official mission
partner relationship, Global Ministries, which does have an
agreement with the UCCJ, worked out the placement. But
I believe that it was God who had the plan.
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ADVOCACY CREATES CONNECTION
In addition to work in the local church, I also engage with
the UCCJ Hyogo District Youth Activities Committee. Since
there are few young Christians in each local church, the committee gathers young adult Christians from various churches
within the Hyogo District. This enables us to celebrate our
faith experience together, while we train the young people
to be more effective leaders in their home churches. I would
like to share one gracious program that I co-organized with
the UCCJ Hyogo District Youth Activities Committee.

CREATING NEW POSSIBILITIES
Today, I am responsible for the youth and young adult ministries both at Okamoto Church and for the Hyogo District
of UCCJ. Okamoto is a typical local Japanese church with
about 45 worshipers each Sunday. Most of the church members are in their 60s or older, so it is not easy for young people to relate to this congregation. However, the Okamoto
Church has potential. It is located in a vibrant neighborhood
with many cozy cafés and shops where young people like to
spend their time. The church also has a kindergarten, whose
students might be encouraged to attend Sunday school.
In Japan, privately run Christian schools often send
their students to visit churches near their homes, asking
them to write a report about their experience. As a result,
plenty of students from kindergarten through high school
visit our church every year. So I decided to focus my ministry on strengthening the church’s relationships with the
kindergarteners, establishing a high school worship service once a month, and building up connections with the
local community.
I’ve also worked hard to establish relationships with
the shops nearby. With God’s help, we’ve been able to
join both the summer and winter festivals of the Okamoto
Commercial Union for the last two years—and will do so
again this summer. In Japan, it is extraordinary for a church
to be part of local festivals because Japanese people are
often suspicious of religious groups.
I invited members of my mother church in Hong Kong
to support us by making and selling Hong Kong snacks
during the Summer Festival. In addition, my Okamoto
Church provided its worship hall to the Okamoto
Commercial Union to organize Christmas caroling.
(Yes! It is common for non-Christian groups to organize
Christmas caroling in Japan. The Japanese enjoy the singing ritual even though most may miss the true meaning
of Christmas.) We also hosted a mini-party in our garden
during the Winter Festival. These activities have helped
people in the community to become more familiar with
our church. I believe that God will guide us to better serve
the community through these connections.

Kobe, Hong Kong, and Okinawa youth pause for a photo in
Henoko, Okinawa, where they were learning about US military
bases on the island. PHOTO: COURTESY KENNIS LAM

In Hong Kong on September 26, 2014, the Umbrella
Movement broke out. This is a prodemocracy political movement seeking universal suffrage to elect Hong
Kong’s Chief Executive. The Umbrella Movement was
named for the umbrellas that protesters used to shield
themselves from tear gas and pepper spray. For 79 days,
thousands of protesters occupied Hong Kong’s financial
district and other strategic areas to demand one person,
one vote, without the interference from Beijing, China,
where party leaders feel they have the right to appoint the
Chief Executive, without any popular vote.
As a citizen who was born and raised in Hong Kong,
I felt heartbroken and helpless to see on my computer
screen police officers using tear gas on peaceful protestors. As media from around the world reported, the nonviolent performance of the young protestors impressed
not only individuals like me but also Hong Kong society
and many other people around the world. I was wondering
what I could contribute to my beloved hometown when
God planted in me the idea of bringing young Christians
from Hong Kong and Japan together to share our mission
of practicing social justice.
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THE MILITARY BASE PROBLEM
Since coming to Japan, I have learned
that Christians in Okinawa work closely with other citizens persistently to
fight for peace against Japan’s US military bases. Not many Japanese people know that the governments of the
United States and Japan have located
67 percent of the US military bases in
Japan on the island of Okinawa—an
area that makes up only 0.2 percent
of Japan’s total land mass. While the
number of US bases in Okinawa is a
problem, the Futenma Base there is
known as one of the most dangerous
military bases in the world. Thousands
of houses, schools, hospitals, and public facilities exist within what should
be a clear zone for the base runways.
Citizens in Okinawa suffer not only
from noise pollution from the bases
but also from environmental pollution
and, worse, criminal conduct, such as
rape. After a series of protests, the
governments of Japan and the United
States finally promised in the 1990s to
close the Futenma base—or to relocate it to another site.

Participants in the Mission and Society
Seminar at Ginowan Seminar House in
Okinawa, Japan.
PHOTO: TOMOYUKI HAYASHI

Youth in the Mission and Society Seminar led by Kennis Lam in Okinawa learned about efforts
to stop rape on the island, particularly rape perpetrated by US military personnel.
PHOTO: TOMOYUKI HAYASHI

The people in Okinawa were disappointed to learn that this new base
is planned to be built in Henoko,
Okinawa, close to an existing base,
Camp Schwab Marine Corp Base.
Building this base would destroy the
beautiful ocean bay in Henoko—and
the latest design of the new base
would destroy life and peace in the

area after its completion. Not only for
Okinawans but also for peace in the
world, Christians and other citizens
in Okinawa have protested for many
years in various ways. For example,
there are gospel choir protests in front
of the military gate in Henoko as well
as protesters using canoes and kayaks to disrupt the construction taking

New World Outlook

place in the bay. These protests have
successfully delayed the construction
of the new Henoko US military base
that had been scheduled for completion by 2013. However, thousands of
Okinawa citizens are also still suffering
under the influences of the Futenma
base, which is still in use.
Moreover, the Japanese and US
governments have been insisting that
the Futenma base should be closed
only after the new base is ready in
Henoko. No other sites have been
considered for Futenma’s relocation.
Though the Christians and other citizens in Okinawa have experienced
both celebrations and disappointments during their prolonged protests,
they have never given up in their quest
for peace. In fact, the US base issue
in Okinawa should be an issue for the
whole of Japan—not just for Okinawa.
More Japanese people in other areas
should be informed and involved in
this peace-building movement. That is
why I think it is necessary to involve
the youth and young adults in Kobe.
With all these ideas in my mind
and passion in my heart, I planned
a “Mission and Society Seminar in
Okinawa” for young people from Hong
Kong, Okinawa, and Kobe, enabling
them to learn from and share with one
another about our social issues and
practice of social justice. This gathering took place in Ginowan Seminar
House, Okinawa, during August 2015,
with four participants from Hong Kong,
ten from Okinawa, and six from Kobe.
The seminar included lectures from
Okinawan pastors and activists concerning what Christians are doing
about the anti-US base peace movement. There were also site visits to the
Futenma base and visits to see the ongoing protests in front of the Henoko
base gate, guided by young local protestors. We shared our different backgrounds, discussed the process and
Christian response in the Umbrella

Movement by the Hong Kong participants, and set aside daily times for
prayer and reflection.
This was the first time the youth
from Kobe had learned about what
was really happening in Okinawa, since
news of Okinawa protests are often not
reported in Japan’s major media. The
youth felt the urge to do something regarding this issue throughout Japan—
not just in Okinawa. Most of the protestors in Okinawa are getting older. They
were grateful to meet the young peo-
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spirit of the Okinawan protestors.
These experiences empowered all the
parties to renew commitments to the
peace movement even after they returned home.
I am extremely thankful that God
put me in a position in which I could facilitate the Hong Kong, Okinawa, and
Kobe connection. I am looking forward
to testifying more about God’s amazing work in terms of spiritual revival—
and in justice and peace in Japan, Hong
Kong, and other places in the world.

Kennis Lam (far right) with Kobe and Okinawan youth in Okinawa, raising awareness
about the presence of US military bases on the island.
PHOTO: TOMOYUKI HAYASHI

ple from Hong Kong and admired the
way Hong Kong’s younger generation
has taken leadership in the Umbrella
Movement. Though small in number,
the young Okinawan protestors were
energized to hear about the details of
the Umbrella Movement. Likewise,
the Hong Kong participants—many of
whom felt disappointed and lost when
the Umbrella Movement seemed to
lack any positive results—were much
encouraged by the “never-give-up”

Mei Yan “Kennis” Lam is a missionary
serving as youth minister of the Okamoto
Church in Kobe City, Japan. Her appointment is in partnership with the Methodist
Church of Hong Kong. Kennis is a member
of the Epworth Village Methodist Church
in Hong Kong. She holds a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy degree from the Polytechnic University of Hong Kong and a
Master of Divinity degree from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong.
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SOL AFRICA
A PARTNERSHIP
FOR LUSOPHONE
THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION
Sol Africa is a partnership between United Methodist
churches in Angola and Mozambique and the
Methodist Church in Brazil. This program, which
the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
began in 2006, has made it possible for up to four
pastors annually from each of the four Lusophone
by Christie R. House

(Portuguese-speaking) annual conferences of Africa—
Angola, West and East; and Mozambique, North and
South—to travel to the Methodist University of
São Paulo in Brazil to gain training and other tools
for ministry.
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GBHEM’s second Theological Lusophone (Portuguese-speaking) Consultation and evaluation meeting for the Sol Africa program took place
in Johannesburg, South Africa, May 2015. Many graduates from the Sol Africa program attended the consultation, a follow up to the 2011
Theological Lusophone Consultation held in Portugal. PHOTO: ADRIANO KILENDE

W

hen the Rev. Julio
Vilanculos graduated from Africa
University, he had
several academic degrees, but he
was not yet ready to become a professor, which was his intention. When
he returned home to Mozambique
from Zimbabwe in 2009, his annual conference recommended him to
participate in the Sol Africa partnership program.
Vilanculos said the first goal of
Sol Africa is to train graduates to
become teachers for seminaries
and faculties of theology. His country, Mozambique, has been working
through a long period of recovery after
a 16-year civil war that started soon
after its independence from Portugal
in 1975. Much of the country’s infrastructure was destroyed, including
churches, schools, and orphanages

that The United Methodist Church
had built up in both the north and
south Mozambique annual conferences. It was necessary to rebuild
the church structure from scratch.
The last decade has seen an intense effort by United Methodist general agencies and a number of US annual conferences to partner with the
churches in Mozambique and Angola
to build up the social and educational institutions in these African countries. Angola also suffered through
a long civil war after independence
from Portugal and has experienced a
long period of recovery and rebuilding
as well. The goal is to increase the capacity for the African churches to create their own educational opportunities, train their pastors, and maintain
their institutions.
“Soon after my graduation,” Dr.
Vilanculos explained, “I went to the

Methodist University of São Paulo
(Universidade Metodista de São
Paulo), also known as UMESP, a
private university based in the city
of São Bernardo do Campo, in the
state of São Paulo, Brazil. I spent
three months there, working with
different professors in order to gain
teaching experience.”
In the 10 years since the program’s
beginning, Sol Africa has made it possible for 42 pastors from the four
Lusophone annual conferences in
Africa to be trained at UMESP.

TOOLS FOR MINISTRY
After he returned to Mozambique,
Vilanculos began teaching at Cambine
Theological Seminary in his home
conference. Today, he serves as the
seminary’s director. Three other professors currently teaching at Cambine
seminary also gained valuable
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Above: Seminary and graduate students in
Angola show their new tablets loaded with text
and reference books and other materials they
need for their studies.
PHOTO: COURTESY ADRIANO KILENDE

Below: Seminary and graduate students at
Cambine Seminary in Inhambane, Mozambique,
show their new tablets. The Rev. Dr. Adriano
Kilende is in the center of both photos.
PHOTO: COURTESY ADRIANO KILENDE

experience through the Sol Africa
program. Vilanculos said in an interview: “We learned how to teach, to
lead a class—but when I finished the
class in São Paulo, I received books
for my personal use in my teaching,
and, in addition, the program also
provided books for the seminary’s library.” Providing teaching resources
and materials in Portuguese is the
program’s second goal.
According to the GBHEM, more
than 3000 books in Portuguese
have been sent to stock the libraries of the local seminaries in Angola
and Mozambique.
Dove-tailing with this effort in the
last four years has been the e-reader project. The E-Readers for Theological
Education initiative is a partnership of the UMC’s Higher Education and Ministry
and Discipleship Ministries general agencies to provide e-reader tablets loaded
with important theological texts to the libraries of United Methodist-related
and sponsored theological schools in Africa and the Philippines.
E-readers have proven to be an effective way to help theology schools in
remote areas gain access to current textbooks and reference books. Students
receive books related to their degree curriculum, Bibles, dictionaries, and
even cultural readings related to and authored in Africa. E-reader distributions
through the schools include a training module for faculty and students. Most of
the funding for the E-Reader project comes from donor support.

PROGRAM EXPANSION
The third goal of Sol Africa is to reach
even more pastors in Angola and
Mozambique by sending Brazilian
professors to teach seminars in
those countries. Vilanculos said that
in Mozambique, the professors come
for week-long seminars. The church
in Mozambique provides space accommodations for the trainings, the
pastors, and the professor. “When
a pastor graduates from seminary,
he or she is ordained, and sent to
work,” Vilanculos noted. “The seminars introduce the pastors to a new
way of working in the parish.” The
professors from Brazil train pastors
in areas such as theology, counseling, and church history. GBHEM pays
the transportation costs, both for the
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professors from Brazil and for the
students who attend from across
Mozambique. In addition, the agency
also provides subsidies for food. The
pastors and their families then cook
and prepare the food themselves.
Similar seminars take place in Angola.
The Rev. Adriano Kilende, who
was director of GBHEM’s Global
Formation for Spiritual Leaders up
through last year, said of Sol Africa:
“Today, the theological seminaries in
West Angola: namely Bishop Emilio
de Carvalho seminary and Quéssua
seminary in East Angola, Cambine in
the South Mozambique Conference,
and the Gondola Training Center in
the North Mozambique Conference,
are equipped with qualified teachers
who can respond to the challenge of

Kilende confirmed that at least
six pastors in Angola who had gone
through the Sol Africa partnership program are now serving the
church as district superintendents
and as teachers in Angola’s United
Methodist seminaries.

A STRONG CONNECTION
The Methodist Church in Brazil
and the faculty of theology of the
Methodist University of São Paulo
have actually been working in partnership with the Methodist churches in Angola and Mozambique since
the 1980s, before the Sol Africa
project began. Global Ministries’
scholarship programs helped students from the two African countries receive training for pastoral
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past to teach courses, and it distributed printed materials. This
deep Methodist connection is a
Wesleyan inheritance.
In 2006, when the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry
signed the agreements to begin the
Sol Africa partnership, the Brazilian
church sent a research team to
spend several weeks in both Angola
and Mozambique to assess the
needs of the churches and work on
appropriate curriculum. It was necessary, because of cultural differences,
to make adjustments to the Brazilian
curriculum to make it useful in the
African context. Bible study, theology, church history, and the practice
of ministry have remained the core
curriculum throughout the program.
Curriculum development has
been done primarily by the theological faculty and staff at the Methodist
University of São Paulo and other representatives of the church in Brazil.

NEW HORIZONS

Adriano Kilende (far right, standing) at a Sol Africa meeting in Angola with GBHEM staff and the
Angolan bishops, Gaspar Domingos (far left) and Jose Quipungo (third from left).
PHOTO: COURTESY ADRIANO KILENDE

providing sound United Methodist
theological education in their countries. In addition, according to our
records, we have trained more than
2000 local pastors in Angola and
Mozambique over the last 10 years.”

ministry and theological degrees in
Brazil, and some of those students
rose to become bishops in their central conferences.
The church in Brazil also sent
faculty members to Africa in the

As more theologians and teachers
earn degrees and take their places in
the seminaries of Mozambique and
Angola, the Sol Africa partnership has
developed a new vision going forward. The goal now is to equip and
empower Portuguese-speaking writers to produce their own theological
literature that is relevant and appropriate for their local churches. This
year, participants in the Sol Africa program in Brazil participated in a writing exercise to develop a manuscript
from an initial idea through a draft to
a completed book for publication. The
workshop participants finished their
book and the Faculty of Theology in
São Paulo has promised to publish it
soon. Additional manuscripts are in
the works.

Christie R. House is the editor of New
World Outlook magazine.
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Craig Stevenson, associate director of the Missouri Conference’s
Mozambique Initiative, with Maria Lina from the Carolyn Belshe
Orphanage in Cambine. PHOTO: COURTESY CRAIG STEVENSON
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A map of Mozambique shows a number of
mission ministries in the South Mozambique
Annual Conference.

by Julio Andre Vilanculos

he Cambine Mission in Mozambique, located northwest of Maxixe
in Inhambane Province, is more than 100 years old. Methodist missionaries seeking a place to build a hospital, church, and school were
given Cambine as a gift from a tribal king in 1890. He asked the missionaries, “Do you come for peace?” That king, who is buried on the Cambine
grounds, was the great-great-grandfather of João Somane Machado, who
served as bishop for the UMC in Mozambique from 1988 to 2008.
Colonized by Portugal beginning in the 16th century, Mozambique gained its
independence in 1975. But a year later, a civil war erupted that lasted for 16
years. The capital, Maputo, situated in the south of the country on the shores
of the Indian Ocean, was badly damaged during the war.
Cambine experienced heavy fighting during the civil war and sometimes
endured daily bombings. Many families lost their land and livestock during
the conflict. After the Peace Accord was signed in 1992, people returned to
their villages, but many had to start from scratch. Much of the forest was
cut down to rebuild houses and make room for upland agriculture (hill cultivation). The poorest residents could not produce enough food for their families. In response to the needs of the people, The United Methodist Church in
Mozambique initiated a program that focused on the needs of the poor.
The aim of the program is to assist local farmers in raising crops and animals. Through the program, families are taught basic agriculture and new
farming techniques, but the church cannot meet all the needs of the people. Dieudonne Karihano, a UMC missionary from Burundi, worked with this
project, but has recently been reassigned to Kenya. John Nday from the DR
Congo was commissioned during General Conference in May 2016 and will
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replace Karihano to continue that
work. Nday’s wife, Florence Kaying,
a nurse practitioner, was also commissioned in May and will work in the
Cambine clinic.
In addition to the agricultural program in Cambine, the mission station includes the country’s only
United Methodist seminary as well
as primary, secondary, and vocational
schools. In 1979, an orphanage was
opened, which today is called the
Carolyn Belshe Orphanage, a ministry of the Women’s Society (UMW)
in Mozambique. Cambine is about
a 45-minute drive from another United
Methodist mission station, Chicuque,
in Maxixe on Inhambane Bay.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Cambine Theological Seminary trains
many United Methodist pastors. It
hires professors at all levels—some
with Bachelor of Divinity degrees,
some with Masters, others with
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The Cambine Theological Seminary in Cambine, Mozambique.
PHOTO: CRAIG STEVENSON

Ph.Ds. Training pastors is the seminary’s main purpose, and once they
graduate they are sent to the bishop’s
cabinet for ordination and appointment to work in the local churches.

Some of the money for teaching
salaries comes from Global Ministries,
through Nationals in Mission (NIM)
grants. But those funds are not sufficient to cover all the professors and

First class for the seminary students at the Cambine seminary in February
2016. They have a few visiting mission volunteers from Missouri.
PHOTO: CRAIG STEVENSON
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students. So some funds come from
the UMC headquarters in Maputo,
from Bishop Joaquina F. Nhanala. In
2016, 21 theological students are enrolled, 20 Methodists and one from
the Church of Christ.
When I was appointed to the seminary as its director, I suggested to
my colleagues that we need to make
the seminary an ecumenical institution. While we would continue to
train Methodist students, they could
be joined by ecumenical students
from other denominations. The student from the Church of Christ is our
first ecumenical student. He is now
in his third year, and he will graduate
next year.

to Cambine. Cambine is in a remote rural area, while Maxixe has a much larger
population. If we can get this off the ground, we will not limit the classes to
United Methodist students. We will open up enrollment to anyone interested
in studying theology. That is our future plan. We will submit this proposal to our
annual conference, which meets at the end of this year. With the church’s approval, we might start as early as next year, if we can achieve a core enrollment.
Accepting students outside The United Methodist Church also brings in
grants and money from outside the United Methodist connection. That money
can pay for transportation and a number of other things we need to run the
seminary.

SEMINARY EXCHANGES

In addition to being the director of Cambine Theological Seminary, I am also the
president of the African Association of United Methodist-related Theological
Institutions (AAUMTI). One of our projects in this association is to create
an exchange program between seminaries. We have started that project in
Mozambique. Besides our United Methodist seminary in Mozambique, there
is another seminary called Ricatla United Theological Seminary in Maputo.
The Ricatla seminary is an ecumenical theological institution founded in 1958 by a group of Protestant
churches committed to creating a
school for pastors in a cross-denominational setting. The United Seminary
of Ricatla has since graduated hundreds of ministers, both male and female, who have gone on to work in
a variety of churches throughout the
country. The seminary also offers exchange programs and accepts students from outside Mozambique.
The United Methodist Church in
Mozambique may send pastors to
the Ricatla seminary for training, and,
through the Sol Africa project of the
General Board of Higher Education
and Ministry, to the Universidade
The Carolyn Belshe Orphanage is on the grounds of the Cambine mission. Missouri
Metodista de São Paulo (Methodist
Conference volunteers paid the children a visit in February 2016.
University of São Paulo, UMESP) in
PHOTO: CRAIG STEVENSON
Brazil. Students chosen for the Sol
Within the Mozambique context, Africa program have already earned their theological degrees and receive addione who has earned a theological de- tional mentoring from professors there as well as practical experience in teachgree is expected to become a pastor. ing. (See story on p. 30.)
But we are helping people understand
Cambine seminary has developed an exchange program with Ricatla to
that a theological degree may open the send one of its professors to teach classes in Methodism for a few weeks
door for other possibilities as well.
in any given semester. Because Ricatla is an ecumenical seminary, it doesn’t
A new idea, which is still in the teach Methodist curriculum. We have agreed to send a professor to provide
formation stage, is for Cambine coursework on the Methodist tradition when needed. Non-Methodist stuTheological Seminary to hold classes dents can join the course, if they want to, but for Methodist students, the
in Maxixe, which is the closest town classes are compulsory.
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Cambine seminary traveled to Maputo to engage
the Ricatla administration.
We are trying to enhance
and enrich this exchange
program so that Ricatla
seminary will send students to Cambine. If
things go well, the twoway exchange with
Ricatla will start next
semester.
If we had the funding, we would send students to seminaries in
Brazil or Angola for further studies. Our cenDave and Julie Walker, from the Missouri Annual
tral conference meeting
Conference, with a Cambine seminary student that their
this year (Africa Central
church has been supporting for a number of years.
PHOTO: CRAIG STEVENSON
Conference, which includes both Angola and
In 2013, Cambine sent a female Mozambique) will be taking place
student to Ricatla for a semester. In in Angola. For the few days I will be
June 2016, the academic director at there, I’ve agreed to teach a seminar
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at one of the seminaries in the West
Angola Conference.
Our pastoral students must work
as interns, placed in churches with
ordained clergy. They learn how to
become a pastor with the help and
coaching of a more experienced pastor in a practical setting.

The Rev. Dr. Julio Andre Vilanculos
serves as director of the Cambine Theological Seminary in Mozambique and as
the president of the African Association
of United Methodist-related Theological
Institutions (AAUMTI). He received degrees from Africa University in Zimbabwe
(B.A. in Divinity and M.A. in Religious
Studies) and Ricatla United Theological
Seminary in Maputo, Mozambique. He
also received a Ph.D. in Contemporary
Church History from the University of
Pretoria in South Africa and studied at
the Methodist University of São Paulo, in
Brazil, through the Sol Africa project.
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WCC Ecumenical
Accompaniment
Programme
I N

P A L E S T I N E

A N D

I S R A E L

from the World Council of Churches in Geneva
was first used

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Program started in Ireland for the Catholic/Protestant conflicts there. Thirteen
to fourteen years ago, Christians in Palestine sought out the World Council of Churches (WCC) and asked the
organization to bring the accompaniment program to Israel for ecumenical groups. Teams of four to five people
in seven locations in Palestine and Israel monitor checkpoints and accompany children to school, or stand with
families as homes are demolished. support
United Methodists are connected to this work through the Israel/Palestine Liaison Office in Jerusalem. The Rev.
Kristen Brown, a Global Ministries missionary, coordinates with the WCC for this accompaniment. Participants hold
workshops in local churches, stand with nonviolent demonstrators, take photos, and write articles. Rev. Brown
participates in the group trainings, greets accompaniers as they come, and says goodbye to one team and welcomes
the next group. She especially connects with Methodists who participate from around the globe. Sometimes, she
helps with counseling or debriefing.

T

he Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme
in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) is coordinated
by the World Council of Churches and founded in response to a call from the local heads
of churches in Jerusalem to bring internationals to the
West Bank. Since 2002, more than 1,500 volunteers have
spent three months in Palestine to serve as Ecumenical
Accompaniers (EAs).
EAPPI’s vision is for a future in which the occupation of Palestine has ended and both Palestinians and
Israelis enjoy a just peace with freedom and security
based on international law. Its mission is to help internationals witness life under occupation, engage with
local Palestinians and Israelis who pursue a just peace,

Background: The Jordan Valley. PHOTO: G. SMITH/EAPPI

change the international community’s involvement in
the conflict, and urge all people to act against injustice
in the region.
EAs offer a protective presence to vulnerable communities and monitor and report human rights abuses.
They join Palestinians and Israelis who work in nonviolent ways for peace and support the local churches. When they return home, EAs use their first-hand
experiences to open the eyes of the world to the realities of occupation and campaign for a just and peaceful
resolution to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. EAs range in
age from 25 to 70 years old and are of many different
backgrounds, but what they all share is a deep dedication to human rights.
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ACCOMPANIMENT MODEL
The EAPPI uses an internationally recognized model called
“Accompaniment,” a theoretical model for humanitarian work
in conflict zones. It is also a biblical model for acting justly in the
way of Christ. The legal framework
for accompaniment is International
Humanitarian Law. Accompaniment
must combine a strategic local
presence with international pressure in order to be effective.
Advocacy is the tool for increasing international action for change.
EA volunteers share eyewitness testimonies with faith leaders, decision
makers, media, civil society, and business officials in an effort to change
public policy for the common good.
Increased international awareness
puts pressure on the perpetrators of
human rights abuses and helps protect civilians from these abuses.
EAPPI practices principled impartiality—not pro-Israeli or pro-Palestinian—it does not take sides in the
conflict. Rather, the program concentrates on being pro-human rights
and acts on that which is within international humanitarian law. It does
not discriminate against anyone and
stands faithfully with the poor, the
oppressed, and the marginalized.
Nonviolence is a way of living that
rejects the use of violence and seeks
to bring change through the engagement of individuals and groups using
peaceful strategies. EAPPI believes
nonviolence is the only way to a
true and lasting solution to conflict.
Actions of EAs are nonviolent and
support all people working nonviolently for peace in Israel and Palestine.

Add para here

THEOLOGY OF
ACCOMPANIMENT
The word “accompaniment” derives
from the Latin words com and panis,
meaning “with bread.” Literally, it

Abu Sakr, the community leader of al Hadidya, has tried to gain approval from Israeli’s Supreme
Court for a central plan for his village, to no avail. PHOTO: G. SMITH/EAPPI

implies sharing bread with someone.
In the Gospel of Luke we find an example of that companionship. Jesus
finds two hopeless travelers on their
way to Emmaus, who told him: “We
had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel.” That
hope had been trampled by the
Roman Empire in alliance with local
religious authorities.
These defeated, distraught travelers were ready to give up and
move away from the scene of those
painful events. Jesus accompanied
them down the road to Emmaus,
showed them that hope was alive,
and accepted their invitation to stay
for a while. They recognized Jesus
when he blessed and broke the
bread. At that moment, he vanished
from their sight.
Three key elements of accompaniment are prominent in this narrative:
preaching a word of hope, sharing
the basics of life, and departing at the
right moment to carry on the work
elsewhere. This is what Ecumenical
Accompaniers have been doing faithfully since 2002.

Accompanying
the Children
of Bethlehem
by Indra Neiva
Indra Neiva is an Ecumenical
Accompanier from Brazil with the
EAPPI program. She was assigned
to accompany children on their way
to and from school in the Bethlehem
area. Her observations, below, were
posted to the EAPPI Brazil blog in
April 2016, originally in Portuguese.
These have been translated and edited for New World Outlook.

A

key part of monitoring in
Bethlehem is to walk with the
children from their homes to school
in the morning and back again in
the afternoon. About 85 percent of
the Bethlehem province is located
in “Area C,” meaning, as a result of
the Oslo Accords in 1993, it is under
full control of the Israeli army. That
agreement divided the West Bank
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into three areas. Area A is controlled
by the Palestinian Authority, while control of Area B is shared between Israel
and Palestine. But Area C is completely under Israeli military control.
Altogether, more than 60 percent of
the West Bank is under Israeli military
and administrative control.
In Area C, the Israeli military maintains a constant presence in different
areas, including in front of
several schools. Attacks
on children occur frequently: tear gas, sound bombs,
rubber bullets, and even
live ammunition are used
in the presence of children.
Often, the soldiers say the
children have “caused” this Indra Neiva
violent retaliation by throwing stones at a military jeep. Most of
the time, however, we have observed
no provocation, and the soldiers shoot
at the children anyway.
We were at a school in the village
of Al Khader when soldiers in a military
vehicle started shooting teargas at the
children (a group between six and ten
years of age). The children were walking in an escorted group with teachers,
and we joined them for their walk back
home. My colleague was trying to

talk to the soldier who fired, who was
about two meters away from us, and
he answered with a shot that struck
a few feet from our feet, and then he
shot more tear gas canisters into the
school playground.
In late February, a total of 440
Palestinian children were arrested and
entered the Israeli military detention
system. This is the largest number of
children arrested since data
became available in January
2008. Often they are held a
few hours or a few days and
then released, but their parents may not even know
where they are. Others are
held much longer. According
to the report of the Defense
for Children International, the
only country in the world that systematically handles children in military
courts is Israel, with an average of 500
to 700 children processed each year.
The EAPPI and other international organizations have asked the
Israeli authorities to fulfill the government’s responsibility under international law—allow secure access to
education for children in Al Khader
and throughout occupied Palestine,
stop attacks on schools, and stop the

EAPPI escorts (Indra Neiva, center) walk Palestinian school children to their homes in Tuqua
Village, Bethlehem. PHOTO: RUAN/EAPPI

arrest and arbitrary detention of children. Every child deserves the right to
safe access to school and to learn in a
safe school environment.

Indra Neiva’s full blog is available
in Portuguese at the following site:
https://eappibrasil.wordpress.com/
2016/04/11/acompanhando-ascriancas-de-belem/

The Land Narrows
to the Valley
by Gabriel Soares
Gabriel Soares is an Ecumenical
Accompanier from Brazil with the
EAPPI program. His placement took
him to the Jordan Valley, where the
Israeli government maintains strict
control of Israel’s eastern border land
with Jordan. His observations were
posted to the EAPPI Brazil blog in
May 2016, originally in Portuguese.
These have been translated and edited for New World Outlook.

T

he Jordan Valley area covers almost a third of the West Bank,
extending through the eastern part
of the West Bank to the border of
neighboring Jordan. The Jordan
Valley is the only available way for
Palestinians in the West Bank to access the world—via Jordan.
Equally significant, the Jordan Valley
has valuable water resources and agriculture. Since 1967, the Israeli occupation has greatly reduced Palestinian
use of these natural resources. Under
military control, the area’s water has
been diverted for settlement use;
private and public lands once available for Palestinian agricultural use
have been increasingly confiscated.
Another face of this policy is the forced
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displacement of populations—by orders of expulsion for military reasons,
property demolition, and military training, among other tactics.
Since the War of 1967, this strategy has resulted in the reduction of
the Jordan Valley Palestinian population from 300,000 to 65,000 today.
More than a dozen communities have
disappeared altogether. The land available for Palestinian development is
further reduced; just over 5 percent
of the Jordan Valley is accessible for
Palestinians, the other 95 percent
contains off-limit border areas, settlements, farms, areas used by the military for target practice, and Israeli nature preserves.
In Al-‘Auja village, north of Jericho,
the land available to Palestinians for
agriculture and
natural growth
has narrowed
c o n s i d e r a b l y.
Cultivated land
has been reduced
to a tenth of what
Gabriel Soares
it was before the
Israeli occupation.
The Israeli army confiscated most
of Al-‘Auja’s land, however, a significant part of that land, ostensibly
taken for international security reasons, has been given to Israeli settlers. They have created lucrative
agricultural settlements. As a tragic irony of history that is repeated
in many other places in the Jordan
Valley, Al-‘Auja Palestinians end
up working on settlement farms,
as the only employment available
to them—often on land that they
themselves once possessed, or in
some cases, for which their families
still hold property documents.
“To exist is to resist,” is a
Palestinian saying in the Jordan
Valley. Sometimes the inhabitants of this region are called sabra
by Palestinians in other parts, a
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The mayor of Al-‘Auja shows visitors a spot where settlers have deposited fertilizer on a
Palestinian lot. Nearby, the settlers have already planted dates and peppers. If settlers claim
this lot, Palestinian pastures for sheep will be further restricted. A “security zone” will then be
set up and policed around the expanded portion of the settlement. PHOTO: G. SMITH/EAPPI

reference to a species of cactus that
symbolizes perseverance. Both large
agricultural villages (such as Jiftlik)
and small Bedouin communities
(such as ‘Ein Al Hilwa) are subject to
draconic measures that make life almost impossible.
Evacuation orders, demolition orders, confiscation of property, diverting of water resources, restrictions
on movements, military training, direct assaults by soldiers and settlers—all this builds up and has been
constantly repeated over the years,

FO R

MO RE

wearing down the physical and mental facilities of individuals and corroding the socioeconomic foundations
that make their communities viable.
Mere existence before these endless hardships ends up being a heroic act of resistance, often the only
possible act of resistance.

The full text of Gabriel Soares’ blog report
can be read in Portuguese at the following site: https://eappibrasil.wordpress.
com/2016/05/02/a-terra-se-estreita-no-vale/

I N FO RMATI O N

To learn more about the World Council of Churches accompaniment
program, please visit http://eappi.org/en.
The EAPPI blog site is:
http://blog.eappi.org/
The Brazilian EAPPI blog can be found at:
http://eappibrazil.wordpress.com
The Israel/Palestine Liaison office can be found on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistLiaisonOfficeInJerusalem
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JUST

A
COMMUNITY OF

WOMEN
AND
MEN
by Fulata L Moyo

Yi-Ting Wang from Taiwan writes her own
prayer for the Prayer Tree for Gender
Justice as the WCC 10th Assembly,
Republic of Korea, Busan, in 2013.
PHOTO: JOANNA LINDÉN-MONTES/WCC

M

y first name, “Fulata,” means “feet first” in my language. My
mother told me she feared I would not survive because my father beat her when she was pregnant with me. But I was born—
a breech birth—feet first and ready to go. I’ve been fighting gender-based violence ever since.
Currently, I work with the World Council of Churches in the program area
named “Just Community of Women and Men.” This program began in 1953
as the Cooperation of Men and Women, but in 1954, the name changed to
“Women in Church and Society.” At that time, the focus was on the empowerment of women through theological training.
In 2007, the WCC decided to focus on the gender aspect of violence, taking on social and violence-based gender discrimination that was not being
acknowledged or addressed in churches. That was when I began working
with the program. In order to address this systematically, as a program of the
whole church, we needed to include work with men on what masculinity really
means. The program also includes an ecumenical approach to HIV/AIDS.

Fulata Moyo
PHOTO: CHRIS TRICOMI

MIGRATION AND REFUGEE CRISIS IN EUROPE
Women and children make up a large percentage of the refugees pouring
into Europe. Leading up to the WCC 10th Assembly—held in 2013 in Busan,
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Korea—a Pilgrimage of Justice
and Peace was inaugurated, which
continues today. In conjunction
with this, the WCC has launched
a women’s Pilgrimage of Justice
and Peace. Leading up to the 11th
Assembly, women leaders will engage with immigrants and refugees
and listen to their stories. A big concern for churches is when and how
to accompany the Syrian refugees
as they seek safety across Europe.
The participation of women and children refugees in the pilgrimage may
help to influence the outcome.
Just Community of Women and
Men also works in the area of ethical care—developing guidelines
on human trafficking and sexual
violence. We seek to help churches understand how to accompany
such populations and discover what
kinds of responses are most helpful.
Gender issues in some churches
are contentious, so we showcase
examples of good practice, rather than condemning and criticizing
churches.
From the 2014-2016 class of
Global Mission Fellows (GMF), WCC
has had two young adult missionaries working with Just Community of
Women and Men. Going forward,
we hope to receive two more. We
are seeing growth and understanding about gender justice in the current GMFs serving with us, and they
have helped me understand the dynamics of how young people encounter and process this work.

Fulata L. Moyo is the program executive for the World Council of Churches’ (WCC) Just Community of Women
and Men program. She met with Global
Ministries staff to discuss potential areas of collaboration to address genderbased violence. She was part of the GMF
training in 2015, held in Zimbabwe.

OLGA KAN GAJ
by Christie R. House
Olga Kangaj, a Global Mission Fellow (GMF) from the DR Congo, has just finished
her term with the Just Community of Women and Men program at the World
Council of Churches (WCC) in Geneva, Switzerland. This article was written from
a presentation she gave at the Global Ministries’ exhibit area during the 2016
General Conference in Portland, Oregon.

P

art of Olga Kangaj’s work with the WCC’s Just Community of Women and
Men program was to develop promotion strategies for the “Thursdays in
Black” campaign (http://www.thursdaysinblack.co.za/). The simple gesture
of wearing black on Thursdays promotes an end to violence against women and
girls. It is a united global expression of the desire for safe communities, where
all can walk without fear of being raped, shot at, beaten up, verbally abused, or
discriminated against because of gender or sexual
orientation.
This task presented a big challenge for Kangaj, but
it also taught her much. She said her life in the DR
Congo was full of family and community. She thought
because her placement was in Geneva, where French
is spoken, she would easily adjust. But she discovered
the Swiss culture was very different from her own. She
felt a lack of community. But she discovered that she
could create an environment within herself in which to
embrace the new culture. “You go out of your comfort
Olga Kangaj
zone as a GMF,” she said.
PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE
One of Kangaj’s tasks was to open and read letters
that the WCC receives from women all around the
world. She noted that, even in the United States, on
average, one in six women will experience rape. She
met some of the women survivors in person and listened to their stories. “When
that happens,” said Kangaj, “you become part of their lives, and they become
part of yours. Whatever loneliness I was experiencing, that couldn’t compare to
their experiences as survivors of rape and domestic violence.” Many women live
with this injustice every day.
“Before long, I could discern that God was trying to tell me something through
my GMF experience.” Working with this campaign, and with the women she met
through it, Kangaj began to realize, “I have a lot to do in my home context, a lot to
see, and do, and organize. My life must be a testimony for people to see this campaign.” She used social media, Facebook, and twitter, and encouraged others to
share their stories through the Thursdays in Black campaign.
Kangaj left her World Council of Churches’ assignment with a new dream.
Many women in her home country face gender-based violence every day. “This
was just the beginning,” she exclaimed. “The next step in my journey is with my
church and community, and I take this step deliberately. For me, the GMF experience has been about finding my identity and what God is calling me to do.”

Christie R. House is the editor of New World Outlook magazine.

it’s all about time
A TIME & A SEASON FOR EVERY PURPOSE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
The Official United Methodist 2017 Program Calendar is here!
We value your time. That is why we offer 8
different calendar products . . . because your time
is important. This valuable time-management
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A Call to Serve Youth
by Severin Pelekara, a Global Mission Fellow who was born in the Central African
Republic and now serves as a social educator with the Shade and Fresh Water
Project of the Methodist Church in Brazil.
When I arrived in Brazil and started working with the Shade and Fresh Water
project in Belo Horizonte, I finally realized why the Lord has always placed me
among children and youth. After serving for two years as the national youth
and young adult coordinator for The United Methodist Church in Cameroon,
I started as a Global Mission Fellow with the Liberdade branch of the Shade
and Fresh Water national network. Enduring a difficult visa process, I am now
fully involved in Christian education, music, sports and recreation in Brazil.
My assignment started with Portuguese
classes. I received a profound lesson on
justice and love from the Brazilian children,
who helped me realize the power of succeeding together. Recently, I was playing a
Pick-up Sticks game with Gustavo, a young
Shade and Fresh Water participant. Pick- Global Mission Fellow Severin
Up Sticks is a game in which a bundle of Pelekara with children from the
sticks, between 8 and 20 centimeters long, Shade and Fresh Water in Brazil.
are held in a loose bunch and released onto PHOTO: SiLeNe ROdRiGueS dOS
a table top. The sticks fall randomly in disar- SANTOS
ray. Each player must remove a stick from
the pile without disturbing the remaining ones. After a while, Gustavo had
captured many sticks, while I had only one. He decided to kindly share his
sticks with me so that we could have an equal score to resume the game.
Through this, Gustavo’s understanding of justice was: What matters is not
being a champion alone, but succeeding together. Giving to your peer the
required abilities and resources will help him to sustain himself. Through
our presence here, for the first time a young adult from this community
has been accepted to the Global Mission Fellows program. I encouraged
and helped her with her application and with her English.
Although sometimes I feel like I’m in the valley of loneliness and weakness, the Lord raises a hug, a smile, or a nice word from one of the kids
to remind me that I’m not alone. I’m with God all the way, so I should take
courage and move on. “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid,
but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7 NIV)

Seek First to Understand

The General Board of Global Ministries
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115
Website: www.umcmission.org • 212-870-3600

connecting the
church in mission

by Krystal Norman, a Global Mission Fellow from Houston, Texas, who is serving
as an intern in community development with the Cape Town Bold Empowerment
Partnership in Cape Town, South Africa. She shares a God-given lesson in a one of
her published blogs in The Book of Fellows. (https://thebookoffellows.wordpress.
com/2016/02/28/seek-first-to-understand/)

I could literally write a book of stories and moments I’ve shared with people while serving at Lavender Hill High School and Mowbrary Maternity
Hospital. My ears are filled with dialects of Xhosa, Afrikaans and English
bits. I have been blessed to have good friends and meet so many interestingly refreshing people along the way.
In some areas, I am treated like a celebrity, as people
are often shocked when they hear my American accent
and notice my skin tone and hair texture. Other times, I
am stung with discrimination along with the rest of the
population that looks like me. I’ve found myself using my
American privilege to advocate for the rights of those
who would otherwise not have equal rights or cannot
speak for themselves. Living here awakens a deeper
A word wall
passion for the lost and for justice in all societies.
painted by Krystal
I’m prone to want to find a solution or fix a problem, but Norman. PHOTO:
I have often had to take a back seat in a new culture and KRYSTAL NORMAN
observe for more understanding. That is one thing, among
many, that has allowed me to flourish here, to seek first to understand.
It’s something the Lord whispered to me while I was at home and on retreat to prepare for this mission experience. I wrote it in my journal and later
painted a word wall of all the things I had heard while at the retreat. What I
now know is that in the preparation, God had given me things that would help
me along the way. In times of confusion, chaos, heartbreak, or of not knowing
which path to take, these words became the answers to my questions and to
my prayers, even before I encountered or prayed about them.

Today, African churches are tasked to finance themselves. Their major
means of resourcing the church is through offerings and tithes given during
church services. These proceeds are dependent on the dynamics of church
membership—the church’s size and the demographic make-up. In the case
of many African churches, and of UM churches in Kenya, particularly, the
majority of members are economically challenged. Members often turn
to the church for financial assistance. A portion of each local church’s resources generated from offerings and tithes is sent to the conference (East
African Conference). Churches use the rest for other activities. But this
money is not sufficient all the churches’ needs.
Since pastors generally do not receive a fixed salary, Africans very often
engage in fundraising activities known as “harambees.” Most pastors
support their church’s development by taking full-time jobs outside the
church. That is why many here say it is a real calling to lead God’s flock. For
clergy, it’s a sacrifice—one that perhaps results in stress relating to church
involvement and growth because a pastor’s time is divided.
For a harambee, a charismatic member of the church is appointed to
lead the congregation in raising funds for a particular activity. Influential
guests are invited to attend from other churches. This kind of fundraising

Churches Finance Themselves

Most churches in Africa were initiated by missionaries who relied on financial support from sister churches in Europe, the United States, and Canada.
The churches and institutions belonged to the various denominations that
established them. Indigenous people did not consider themselves as the
owners of these churches. This perspective created a dependence on foreign funding, entirely.
When missionaries were withdrawn, which happened for many different reasons, the projects they founded stalled, including medical and educational institutions. The local communities they served were not prepared
to take ownership so that the churches and institutions could become
self-sufficient.

by Dorcas Samantha Ewoodzie, a Global Mission Fellow from Ghana who is serving
as a climate change program officer with the Pan African Climate Justice Alliance
(PACJA) based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Resourcing the Church

is used to meet a target for the purchase of an essential need—such as a
building project, payment of rent, or offsetting debts.
I have witnessed and been part of about five such harambees in Kenya:
one to pay tuition for two pastors going for Bible training courses in
Uganda; for ticket fare to attend the UMC 2016 General Conference; for a
reception to host the full church leadership; and most recently, to support
those affected by the Huruma flooding disaster in Kenya.
People put their faith in action by giving out of their meager resources.
They believe those who go out are planting in tears, but they will reap in
joy at the appointed time. Sacrificial giving is difficult, but it is good. We
receive healing and God’s blessings from it.
Some churches receive financial support for specific projects by writing proposals, and applying for grants. In addition, when a church owns a
school, hospital, or a community project such as a cafeteria, it has a resource to generate funds to support its other activities.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF DORCAS EWOODZIE

A book sale helps to raise funds for resourcing a church school library.
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From the

General Secretary
by Thomas Kemper

Miles of walls and settlement housing rise up, surrounding
the Wadi Foquin valley. PHOTO: COURTESY WADI FOQUIN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Surprised in Mission by the Spirit

“T

he Spirit is always moving to sweep
the Church into a new mission age.”
The truth of this line from the Global
Ministries’ mission theology statement
is always with me, and I have learned to expect
surprises from the Spirit. Mission goals, persons,
and projects unexpectedly link up in the United
Methodist connectional system.
So it was on May 20 when The United
Methodist Church, acting through its General
Conference, put on record its concern for a small
Palestinian village near Bethlehem in the Israeli
occupied West Bank. Wadi Foquin has become
a symbol of Palestinian suffering as expanding
illegal Israeli settlements destroy homes, farms,
and orchards. I have twice visited the village;
I have seen its families, its jobs, and its very
future being eroded.
And Portland was not the first occasion when
the Spirit has surprised me in mission in relation
to Wadi Foquin.
Wadi Foquin is a community development
site of the General Board of Global Ministries,
aimed at retraining its men and women for new
jobs in Palestinian society as the old agricultural
ways are quashed by new Israeli settlements.
But the petition of support adopted by the
General Conference did not come from Global
Ministries; rather, from the Rev. Naomi Southard,
pastor of the Berkeley Methodist United Church
in the California-Nevada Annual Conference.
Rev. Southard, whom I do not know, is no doubt
involved in the conference-based Friends of
Wadi Foquin, a group that advocates for and

contributes to the Advance (designated) mission
fund for the village’s development program.
The Berkeley Methodist United Church—yes,
an atypical name—is a surprising place to find
an interest in a Palestinian village. It is a union
of Japanese-American Methodist and Disciples
of Christ congregations. Or, perhaps, it is not
surprising because one of its former pastors, the
Rev. Michael Yoshi, now in Alameda, is a prime
mover of the Friends of Wadi Foquin.
The General Conference action specifically
directs the church to ask high government
officials of the United States and other nations to
intercede with Israeli authorities on behalf of Wadi
Foquin. While amended to delete a request asking
for suspension of US aid to Israel until human
rights are restored to the village, the petition is a
fresh breath of air for the denomination: for the
church’s governing body to pause and recognize
the plight of a small Palestinian village where
people are in pain and desperation.
Our Global Ministries’ theology of mission
statement closes with these words: “With
openness and gratitude we await the leading
of the Spirit in ways not yet seen as God
continues to work God’s purposes in our own
day in a new way.”

Thomas G. Kemper
General Secretary
General Board of Global Ministries

UMCOR

The United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) has worked to alleviate human
suffering around the world for more
than 75 years.
Learn how you can be UMCOR
by visiting www.umcor.org today!
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