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Precious Morta, age 4, and some of her friends in 
Tanauan, Leyte Province, Philippines, which was 
hit hard by Typhoon Haiyan in November 2013. 
In addition to providing water filters, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief is also working 
with city officials to help residents here build 
permanent houses to replace those they lost  
in the storm.
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From the editor

GOALS AND FOCUS AREAS FOR MISSION

T

he General Board of Global Ministries, the mission agency of The 
United Methodist Church, organizes much of its work around four 

goals that guide its mission. The goals are broad enough to include the 
variety of mission ministries the agency engages in, yet specific enough 
to hit the key notes of what United Methodists have come to expect 
from their mission agency: evangelism; building churches and improv-
ing community; disaster relief, recovery, and prevention; education 
and health work; and advocacy work for a just and peaceful society.

In 2008, United Methodists moved to organize the work of all the 
general agencies around four focus areas of ministry. These focus areas 
had much in common with Global Ministries’ four goals. One focus area, 
Ministry With the Poor, became Global Ministries’ area to coordinate for 
the denomination. Most mission work today involves communities that 
struggle with entrenched poverty, both in the United States and interna-
tionally. Historically, the Methodists have sought to lift people out of pov-
erty by different means—providing services, education, training, and space 
for community groups to organize their mission.

Another historic area of ministry for Global Ministries has been health and 
healing. A legacy of Methodist clinics and hospitals dot the world today, in 
fairly remote places, such as Nepal and the DR Congo, and in busy cities as 
well. Missionary doctors, male and female, have been part of the missionary 
community since the first missionaries set sail for parts unknown. Moses C. 
White, first Methodist missionary to China, for instance, was a lay person. 
Born in New York state, he studied at Oneida University, obtained a degree in 
theology at Wesleyan University, and then a medical degree from Yale before 
he left for China. When he and his wife, Jane Isabel Atwater White, arrived 
in China in 1847, they encountered such physical suffering, sickness, and 
starvation in the Chinese population, that much of their time was devoted to 
medical work. Jane White succumbed to illness and died just eight months 
into her missionary career.

Today, Global Ministries is embarking on a new chapter in Global Health 
ministries, described by Thomas Kemper in his article, “We Have Strong 
Reason to Hope,” on page 36. While much of the work of this unit has 
been ongoing for Global Ministries, across a number of different units, the 
new Global Health program unit will consolidate and strengthen the work 
of United Methodist health ministries in a new way.

While only a few stories were chosen to represent the goals and focus 
areas, many more could have filled this volume. This is just a sampling of 
articles that describe how mission ministry aligns with the goals of Global 
Ministries and the focus areas of the denomination. 

Christie R. House

Dear Editor:

T

hank you for the recent edi-
tion of New World Outlook 

in which the youth in the various 
United Methodist youth mission 
programs shared their experienc-
es and their visions. I was most 
heartened.

 However, there were two things 
that bothered me.  First, there were 
several who said they grew up in 
Methodist contexts but were not 
aware of the programs. This should 
NOT be. This New World Outlook 
should help to change that, but cer-
tainly we need more. How many of 
our churches really imbibe the mes-
sages of New World Outlook—if 
they really read it?

 My second comment has to do 
with the historical antecedents of 
the new Global Mission Fellows 
Program and other young adult 
missionary programs. Perhaps I 
missed it, but nowhere did I see 
a reference to the 3-year “short-
term” overseas missionary pro-
grams beginning in 1948. My  
husband went out as a “short-
termer” to North Africa in 195l, 
and I went to Uruguay under the 
same program in 1953. He was 
an A-3; I was an LA-3. I think the 
first to be sent out were I-3s to 
India. That program changed many 
lives and added quite a few to the 
career missionary contingent.

 Dave and I had each decided 
to return to our field of service 
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                          Letters from Readers

News from Mongolia

Grace Hospice is a ministry of the United Methodist Mission Initiative in Mongolia, 
where Helen Sheperd serves as a nurse and hospice worker. 

O

ur new Grace Hospice volunteer, Paul Stanley, arrived from Eufala, Georgia, 
on February 1. He has settled in nicely. For now he is living with our nurse 

Saraa and her family, who are taking good care of him. They have a mutual desire 
to learn each other’s language. He has experienced our Lunar New Year holidays, 
eating every kind of food offered to him, drinking fermented mare’s milk, eating all 
sorts of milk products, and sniffing from snuff bottles. 

Batkhuu, our former treasurer of the mission in Mongolia, has had a rough few 
weeks, with no appetite and much weight loss: his essential organs are showing 
signs of failure. But, he is home now where he receives care from his capable wife 
and two sons, and he sees lots of friends and family.

Two new house churches were planted in Ulaanbaatar—small, but eager.
We have two new nurses for Grace Hospice. We have had a difficult time finding 

new nurses in the past and now we have the opposite situation (not a “problem”) 
with too many nurses wanting to work with us. 
What a joy it is to have this new development. 
The hospice also has a new, part-time spiritual 
care counselor who is really making a difference 
for patients and family members as well as staff.

Patient census in Hospice is as high as 60 pa-
tients, but with the Lunar New Year, we are ex-
periencing the loss of a number of patients. My 
heart was really troubled by a lovely 30-year-old 
woman with breast cancer. She had a two-year 
old and a very caring husband and mother to 
support her. Her breathing was difficult and be-
cause of that, she was so anxious. I just wanted 
to help her to breathe well. She died a month after we started to care for her.

Another patient, a man more than 70, was suffering with a large tumor, the size 
of another head, protruding from the base of his neck. In the midst of his suffering 
he readily said “thanks” for a painful treatment which he had at the hands of this 
nurse. To hear him say “thanks” at the end of that was a profound experience for 
me. He died in March.

From Helen Sheperd, a missionary nurse serving in Ulaanbataar, Mongolia. Helen 
is retiring this year, but will continue to live and serve in Mongolia. Because she is a 
hospice worker, most of her patients do eventually pass away under care.

when we met at Garrett and mar-
ried in 1958. Of course, we couldn’t 
both return to our beloved respective 
areas; but it was easier to find people 
who would be interested in going to 
Latin America than to North Africa, so 
North Africa is where we ended up.

 After independence in Muslim 
Algeria, we could no longer openly 
evangelize—not if we wanted to re-
main in the country—so loving service 
was our witness. And that hit a chord 
when one of our new missionaries 
spoke of love as being the univer-
sal language. We learned in Muslim 
North Africa that, although the lan-
guage of love may have been the 
only form of evangelism permitted, 
it was also one that could be under-
stood and appreciated, while being 
far less prone to “mistranslation.”

 Thank you again for a very impor-
tant issue, even with its glaring hole 
(from my perspective). 

Carol Platt Butler
Retired missionary

Please note: In the March-April 2015 
issue, the stained-glass window 
identified on p. 27 was not in the Mt. 
Sophia Chapel—we are no longer on 
the campus. It is just simply in the 
chapel of Trinity Theological College.

Peace,

Dr. Chin Cheak Yu, author

Helen Sheperd, a missionary nurse 
in Ulaanbataar, Mongolia, comforts a 
patient at Grace Hospice, a ministry of 
the United Methodist Mission Initiative 
in Mongolia.  PHOTO: CHRIS HECKERT
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T   
 his issue of New World Outlook considers how 
the work of the General Board of Global Ministries 
centers on the agency’s four specific goals and aligns 
with the major focus areas of ministry of The United 
Methodist Church. 

General Board of Global Ministries’ Four Goals:

congregations and communities.

Areas of Focus for The United Methodist Church:

focus area for the denomination concentrates on congrega-
New World Outlook has  

work coordinated by the General Board of Global Ministries. 

often intersect with the denomination’s areas of focus. These 

through the experiences of a century and a half of Methodist 
and United Methodist mission work around the world. 

FOCUSING  
ON WHAT  
MATTERS  
MOST

PHOTO CREDITS: ÜLLAS TANKLER, MELISSA HINNEN, GLOBAL MEDIC, JESSICA MAULDIN, PAUL JEFFREY, MIKE DUBOSE, AND MARIO ISLA-ROMERO



MISSION INITIATIVES
For more than 20 years,  
Global Ministries has 
designated specific ministries 
around discipleship-making 
in areas of the world where 
Methodism has either never 
before been introduced or 
has lost its original roots. 
These areas, called Mission 
Initiatives, reflect a growing 
edge of new Christians and 
newly emerging international 
churches. In time, some of 
these Methodist Christian 
communities may join 
The United Methodist 
Church, while others may 
establish autonomous faith 
communities, depending  
on the ways in which  
they develop.
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Mission initiatives are part of a 
movement by The United Methodist 
Church to plant churches in places 
where Methodists have never or not 
recently had a presence, but where 
local people have expressed a call to 
launch or renew Methodist faith com-
munities. Global Ministries responds 
by providing leadership through mis-
sionaries and by building support 
through partnerships with established 
United Methodist churches. In the 
four years between 2009 and 2012, 

by Melissa Hinnen

Leaders of Mission Initiatives 
Meet at a Summit

Summit participants Joseph Bleck, from Senegal, and 
missionary Bill Lovelace, from Lithuania, arrive at the 
retreat house for the mission initiative gathering.
PHOTO: ÜLLAS TANKLER

a total of 574 new faith communities were 
launched within 13 initiatives. The Malawi 
Mission Initiative has since become a provi-
sional annual conference. Representatives 
attending the summit came from United 
Methodist mission initiatives in Cambodia, 
Cameroon, Central Asia, Eurasia, Honduras, 
Laos, Latvia, Lithuania, Mongolia, Senegal, 
Thailand, and Vietnam.

The Church Universal
Gita Mednis, the district superintendent in 
Latvia, experienced a sense of connection 
at the summit. “Global Ministries is not an 
institution,” she pointed out. “What I expe-
rienced this week was Global Ministries as 
the church.” 

While representatives from some initia-
tives were planning ways to double membership, others focused on strength-
ening leadership training for pastors and laypeople. Some were working to-
ward a goal of becoming a provisional annual conference or an autonomous 
Methodist church. Whatever their particular circumstances, the participants in 
the summit challenged and inspired one another to find new ways to grow the 
church in their mission contexts.

Though the contexts were varied, the vision and challenges of the differ-
ent initiatives strikingly resembled one another. The summit provided an op-
portunity for participants to discuss what has worked well in each mission 
and to consider strategies to address some of the common challenges and 
opportunities.  

Hong Phally is a Cambodian pastor in the Methodist Mission in Cambodia. 
She said it was encouraging to meet others and hear what they were doing in 

A first-ever summit meeting for leaders of United Methodist mission initiatives took place in March 
2015 in the cold, snowy winter wonderland of New York State’s Hudson River Valley. More than 
40 participants from the current 12 mission initiative churches came together from more than 20 

countries to compare experiences, learn from one another, and form relationships with colleagues doing 
similar kinds of work. They also danced, sang, worshiped, and enjoyed one another’s fellowship as they 
explored new ways to reach and teach God’s people. While some came from Northern Hemisphere re-
gions where everyone was used to the winter landscape, others came from tropical climates and had 
never before seen snow or experienced temperatures quite so frigid.

Helen Sheperd, who has served as a 
missionary nurse and hospice worker 
in Ulaanbataar, Mongolia, retires  
this year. 
PHOTOS: ÜLLAS TANKLER
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different countries. “It was especial-
ly helpful to learn new ways to be in 
ministry with children,” she said.

Transitions 
Helen Sheperd, a missionary nurse 
serving in Mongolia, is preparing to 
retire. She attended the summit with 
Chin Hee Cho, who was later as-
signed to Mongolia after his commis-
sioning as a missionary in June. 

Chin Hee Cho found the summit 
valuable because it gave him a broad 
understanding of the different ways 
in which mission initiatives can live 
out Christ’s call to make disciples. 

There was a moment of transi-
tion for the Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Russia/Eurasia mission initiatives, 
which were established in the 
1990s. They will continue to part-
ner with churches in the United 
States through Global Ministries’ In 
Mission Together program. George 
Howard, who leads the Mission and 
Evangelism unit of Global Ministries, 

congratulated the summit partici-
pants, saying, “Thank you for your 
service and dedication. The spirit of 
what you birthed out of the initia-
tives in Europe has swept over the 
earth. You continue to amaze us in 
faithfulness,” he added. “We don’t 
know what tomorrow will bring, but 

we know who will 
bring us.”

Each initiative is a 
channel through which 
United Methodists 
are in mission togeth-
er with Christ and 
the world. All United 
Methodists are invited 
to become involved 
with one or more of 
the mission initiatives 
through prayer, a study 
of the region, finan-
cial support, and the 
sending of Volunteer-
In-Mission teams. For 
more information, visit 

online: www.umcmission.org/mi.

The Rev. Melissa Hinnen, former Direc-

tor of Content and Public Information 

for Global Ministries, serves the New 

York Annual Conference as pastor of As-

bury United Methodist Church in New 

York State’s Hudson Valley.

Global Ministries’ staff member, Myungim Kim (left), talks with 
Bill Gibson (right), a missionary in Senegal, and David Phipps 
(center), the In Mission Together coordinator for Senegal.
PHOTO: ÜLLAS TANKLER

Summit participants from 20 different countries wave  
to online participants who have joined them for worship in 
Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, New York.  PHOTO: ÜLLAS TANKLER
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United Methodist House Churches  
Spring Up in Kyrgyzstan  
by Mi Rhang Baek

W hile The United Methodist Church is growing as a move-
ment around the globe, few people in the United States 
have the opportunity to be immersed in this dynamic and 

exciting new world of house churches and lay mobilization. 
In Kyrgyzstan, Christians form a small minority that the majority 

sometimes views with suspicion. This Asian country encompass-
es broad cultural and ethnic diversities, including cultures deeply 
rooted in Islam. In this context, spiritual outreach and growth derive 
from word-of-mouth evangelism. 

Global Ministries’ staff members, George Howard and the Rev. Patrick Friday, 
at left, meet with members of a house church in Kyrgyztan.
PHOTO: MI RHANG BAEK
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Far from being intimidated by 
this challenge, the people called 
Methodist see it as an opportuni-
ty to witness to their neighbors and 
communities all the more. People 
around the world are curious about 
The United Methodist Church and are 
eager to develop much stronger con-
nections with it. 

Methodists in Kyrgyzstan utilize 
their local assets to build the church. 
They have become self-sufficient in 
many areas of ministry, empowering 
their Methodist movement to follow 
where God leads in works of piety 
and mercy. Through relational minis-
try, with a strong emphasis on health, 
these Methodists are introducing 
people to Christ.

 
Church Planting 
For two Global Ministries’ staff 
members—George Howard, depu-
ty general secretary for Mission and 
Evangelism, and the Rev. Patrick 
Friday, director of In Mission Together 
for Global Partnership Networks—
the movement became a reality dur-
ing their recent visit to Kyrgyzstan. 

Howard and Friday were met by 
pastors who took them on a journey 
of faith involving modern-day class 
meetings in the Wesleyan model. 
One such pastor is a mission super-
intendent for the Central Asia District 
of The United Methodist Church in 
Eurasia; another, a teacher and physi-
cian serving as a bivocational leader 
in the church. The visitors were also 
joined by Global Ministries’ mission-
aries serving in Kazakhstan. 

From one village to another, 
Howard and Friday witnessed young 
leaders sharing their faith with small 
groups gathered in house churches. 
These Kyrgyzstanis pray and sing 
with great fervor, convinced of God’s 
grace and love even though they live 
in a very challenging and difficult envi-
ronment. Pastor Maxim and his wife, 

LEARN MORE ABOUT METHODISTS IN KYRGYZSTAN

Learn more about the Central Asia Mission Initiative and the emerging 

church in Kyrgyzstan on the Global Ministries’ website: http://www.

umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Europe-and-Eurasia/Kyrgyzstan.

To become an In Mission Together partner with Kyrgyzstan, visit:

http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Partnerships/In-Mission-Together/ 

In-Mission-Together.

Yulia, were sent from their home church to begin meeting with friends and 
family members they—or members of their home church—knew in a nearby 
town. There, they meet with individual families to build relationships through 
prayer and sharing.

“In one town,” Howard said, “we met a family who had recently purchased 
a home and had invited a homeless woman and her baby to move in also. Our 
arrival provided an opportunity for the families, whom the pastor had been 
meeting with individually, to come together for the first time at the couple’s 
home. Twenty people gathered around the table to share a cup of tea, songs, 
and testimonies, and a new house church was birthed.” 

Pastor Maxim has identified the next two towns in which he will estab-
lish house churches once this one is firmly plant-
ed. Kyrgyzstan is part of the Central Asia Mission 
Initiative, which is planting and equipping the church-
es of a new United Methodist movement.

Selfless Giving
“Each time I visit our sisters and brothers in 
Kyrgyzstan,” said Üllas Tankler, executive secretary 
of Global Ministries’ Mission and Evangelism unit, “I 
am amazed, encouraged, and humbled by their joy-
ous commitment to the gospel, even in intimidating circumstances.” On one 
occasion, Tankler witnessed the grace of the pastor’s response when authori-
ties came to interrogate him during a worship service.

One bivocational pastor in Kyrgyzstan has a network of relationships in 
secular circles and practices the gift of hospitality with all, despite daily chal-
lenges. The members of the church are fully motivated to offer what they 
have in a sacrificial way for the church. This has inspired them to commit their 
lives to ministry. 

This new movement is spreading thanks to lay and clergy leaders who have 
a passion for building relationships and sharing their faith. Because of its mul-
tiplication model, which resembles Methodist movements in England and the 
United States in the late 18th century, the future of The United Methodist 
Church in Central Asia looks bright.   

Mi Rhang Baek is the Central Asia Partnership Coordinator for Global Minis-

tries’ In Mission Together program. A Korean national, Mi Rhang Baek lives in 

Atlanta, Georgia.

“Through relational 
ministry, with a strong 

emphasis on health, 
these Methodists are 

introducing people 
to Christ.”
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Today, 40 years after the Vietnam War ended, neighboring Laos, a land-
locked country located in Southeast Asia, still has very limited resourc-
es available. During the 1960s and 1970s, Laos was swept up in the 

conflict next door, serving as a supply route along the Ho Chi Min Trail and 
being heavily bombed by the US military. Even today, many people, especially 
those living in rural areas, do not have access to jobs, education, or health 
care. In addition, one third of the population of Laos currently lives below the 
international poverty line—subsisting on less than $1.25 USD per day.

Restrictions on evangelism in Laos present challenges, as pastors often 
face continual threats simply 
for doing ministry. Despite 
these concerns, however, pas-
tors in the United Methodist 
mission in Laos bravely and 
joyfully continue to spread the 
Word of God.

Ten Years of Growth
Despite the problems it must face, the Laos Mission Initiative, through the Laos 
Samphan Methodist Church (LSMC), is growing fast and strong. Over the past 
10 years, LSMC has established 72 congregations in eight of the 17 provinces 
in Laos and now has 3,935 members—all committed to building the kingdom of 
God. Nearly half of the LSMC members are under the age of 14.

Of the 62 lay pastors in the LSMC, 59 are men and three are women.Five 
have a bachelor’s degree in theology, two have a Certificate of Theology, nine 
participated in the Basic Pastor’s Training, and five are Bible students.

“Despite hardship, the Laos Samphan Methodist Church grows because of 
its passionate worship and fearless leadership,” said Joel Rabb, the In Mission 

Laos: Growth Despite Challenges
by Judith Santiago

Together partnership coordinator for 
Laos and Vietnam.

A 50/50 Partnership
The church growth in Laos is part-
ly due to Global Ministries’ In 
Mission Together 50/50 Partnership-
Covenant program. This program 
embraces an asset-based, long-term 
development approach, whereby 
mission partners participate in the 
work equally, utilizing everyone’s 
skills and resources.  

The 50/50 partnership is designed 
to prevent dependency while foster-
ing self-sufficiency. The partnership 
addresses systemic issues rather 
than merely treating symptoms. For 
example, this partnership enabled 
LSMC to begin a “Self-Help Fund” 
for pastors, who now make regular 
contributions to the fund in case an 
emergency arises. LSMC was also 
able to respond with assistance to 
those affected by Typhoon Haiyan in 
the Philippines after taking a love of-
fering from both church and commu-
nity members.

“ Restrictions on evangelism in Laos 
present challenges, as pastors 
often face continual threats simply 
for doing ministry.”
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Community Support  
and Development
The Laos Mission Initiative focuses 
on community and economic devel-
opment as its outreach ministries. 
The mission offers significant ag-
ricultural and microloan programs, 
such as mushroom farming and 
pig-raising, as a means of attain-
ing self-sufficiency through income 
generation.

The church seeks to address il-
literacy among women in the local 
church so that they can learn to read 
their Bibles and also to help regis-
ter children for public school. Young 
children from poor families are given 
the opportunity to receive a public 
education, along with the neces-
sary school supplies to aid them in 
their learning. This work is support-
ed with funds from an Advance proj-
ect: Women, Children, and Youth 
Ministries, Advance #3020470.

Youth in Laos are stepping up as 
leaders and filling many gaps in the 
ministry. In response to the need for 
trained Sunday school teachers, last 

Myungim Kim, Global Ministries’ regional executive for Southeast Asia, gets to know some of the children who have gathered with their families 
for worship. Nearly half of all church participants are under 14.  PHOTO: B. BARTE

BE A PARTNER!
Become a partner through the In Mission Together (IMT) Partnership 

Program (http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Partnerships/

In-Mission-Together/In-Mission-Together).

Equip your conference, district, or church for transformational part-

nerships in mission around the world! You can also support the 

Laos Mission Initiative through the Advance, Laos Mission Initiative, 

Advance #14927A (http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/

Search-for-Projects/Projects/14927A) with your gifts and prayers.

year 25 youth participated in Sunday school teacher training, raising up a 
new generation of church leaders.

Ten Years and Counting
The Laos Samphan Methodist Church intends to celebrate its 10th anniversa-
ry later in 2015. Members will also be welcoming a new leader, Bishop Scott 
Jones. In the United States, the anniversary was already commemorated at 
the Laos consultation held at Linworth United Methodist Church in Ohio. 

Looking ahead to the next 10 years, LSMC will continue to develop com-
mitted church members to foster both social and economic community 
growth. The church will also work to establish a Methodist presence in all of 
the Laotian provinces with the goal of self-sustainability and self-governance, 
while continuing to share God’s blessing with others.

Judith Santiago is the Content and Editorial Coordinator for Global Ministries.





What does a vital congregation look like?
While Global Ministries engages in 
specific work to strengthen and develop 
Hispanic and Latino, multicultural, 
Korean American, Asian Language, 
and Pacific-Islander congregations, the 
following stories reflect the ideas of a 
few young adult missionaries concerning 
what a healthy congregation and 
mission should look like.

STRENGTHEN,
DEVELOP,  

AND RENEW  
CHRISTIAN CONGREGATIONS

AND COMMUNITIES
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I once heard Dr. Elaine Heath say that the church is currently experiencing a 
“dark night of the soul.” I understand what she’s saying. It seems like every 
year mainline churches lose numbers, contributing to a general pessimism 

about the future of the church. Hope-filled speeches about growth at annual 
conference often seem overly idealistic, or at least naive. Yet my experience 
with the Global Mission Fellows with whom I trained reassured me that there 
is true and genuine hope for Christianity. Since God has instilled in us a love 

and passion for jus-
tice and service, the 
church’s prophetic 
voice for justice is 
far from being my 
burden alone. All 
of us left training 
knowing that God 
would go with us to 
the ends of the earth 
and that many great 
things would come 
from our service. 
One Sunday last 
fall, I saw a glimmer 
of what the church 
might look like once 
this dark night turns 
into the bright rays 
of morning. It cer-
tainly wasn’t be-
cause I brought God 
with me. God was 
already there!

The first time I worshiped at Wilkes Boulevard United Methodist Church in 
Columbia, Missouri, I was nervous. My button-down shirt, slacks, and Yale class 
ring seemed to be screaming “visitor” as I walked past 10 to 15 men and women 
who were dressed very differently and seemed far from affluent. Was I over-
dressed? I felt out of my element. I knew the church’s website emphasized min-
istering with the poor, but I didn’t fully realize what that meant. “The poor” in the 
parking lot were the ones welcoming me.

Connor Kenaston (center) with other US-2 campus ministers, Kharrisa Allman 
and Tiffania Willetts, marching for equal access to health care.
PHOTO: COURTESY CONNOR KENASTON

A Missionary Goes 
to Church

by Connor Kenaston

Though at first I felt like an outsider, 
I was soon made to feel welcome by 
the friendly folks I met. The small sanc-
tuary quickly filled, and the overflow 
eating area in the back of the sanctu-
ary was also pretty full. Looking around 
me, I was struck by the kingdom-like 
diversity of the congregation. There 
were black, white, and Hispanic peo-
ple; young, elderly, and middle-aged; 
poor, rich, and middle class all seated 
side-by-side in the pews. I had loved 
the diversity and commitment to inclu-
sivity at my church in New Haven, and 
it was great to see something similar 
here. For example, here’s the church’s 
Call to Worship:

 Whatever your race, ethnicity, 

gender identity, sexual 

orientation, or economic 

situation,

  You are welcome here.
Whatever your age or ability, 

background or belief,

  You are welcome here.
Whether single or partnered,

  I am welcome here.
 No matter who you are, or  

what you’ve done,

   I welcome you in the name  
of Christ.

From the moment Pastor Meg 
walked down the aisle wearing a tiara 
and waving a magic wand, I knew 
this wasn’t going to be a traditional 
service. (It turned out that the church 
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was actually in the middle of a sermon 
series on fairy tales, explaining the 
tiara.) The preacher and the worship 
band continued to alternate. We’d 
sing a song. Then the pastor would 
talk for a few minutes while the band 
vamped underneath. Then we’d sing 
another song and the whole process 
would repeat. Honestly, I was con-
fused. Was this the sermon?

 It wasn’t, but it was still cool. 
Listening gave me time to pro-
cess the pastor’s words. I sensed 
that this moment was emblemat-
ic of the church’s approach: Instead 
of simply shutting down new or un-
orthodox ideas from the start, let’s 
try them out and see if they work. 
Pastor Meg’s actual sermon came 
later in the service. She effective-
ly addressed the “paradox of free-
dom”—how true freedom actually 
comes from serving our Creator and 
being disciplined in God’s love—even 
though, at first glance, those practic-
es may seem inhibitory.

Yet, as interesting as it was to wor-
ship in a new place, to see how dif-
ferent churches do music and how 
different preachers preach, that isn’t 

why I will never forget this service. 
What really struck me and stayed 
with me was that Wilkes Boulevard 
UMC emphasized a missional 
focus in its words, its programming, 
its songs, and its actions. The result 
was a diverse, inclusive, and vibrant 
church bent on serving Christ.

I felt so thankful to be worship-
ing in that space. That Sunday, I got 
a glimpse of what the new, powerful 
era of the church could look like: not 
the cultural narrative of the 19th and 
20th centuries, but a small, yet mighty, 
countercultural, mission-minded, ser-
vice-oriented church. I don’t intend to 
lift up Wilkes Boulevard UMC and say 
that it is already doing everything right, 
nor do I  intend to disparage the church 
of the last two centuries. Rather, I saw 
that Sunday as a sign from God not to 
fear. There is a bright future in store, 
even if it looks a little different from 
what we’re accustomed to.

It is ironic that, though I’m the 
missionary—the one who’s devoted 
these next two years to service—I 
was the one who was served on that 
Sunday. I don’t know if the members 
of Wilkes UMC were blessed by my 
presence, but I certainly was blessed 
by theirs. I feel so thankful to have 
had the Spirit rain down on us that 
day, and I eagerly anticipate becoming 
a part of that community. The mem-
bers of Wilkes—many of whom some 
in our society look down upon—have 
so much to teach me about church, 
about hope, and about Jesus Christ.

Connor Kenaston a US-2, is serving as 

a Global Mission Fellow advocate for ra-

cial justice and reconciliation for (and in) 

the Missouri Annual Conference of The 

United Methodist Church in Columbus, 

Missouri. This article has been edited 

from Connor’s blog posting on Septem-

ber 6, 2014, “Stretch Out Your Hand.” 

https://ckenaston.wordpress.com/au-

thor/ckenaston/

Connor at the zoo in Fayette, Missouri.
PHOTO: COURTESY CONNOR KENASTON

Connor’s commissioning as a Global Mission Fellow-US-2 took place in the Philippines. 
PHOTO: MELISSA HINNEN

“I sensed that this 
moment was emblematic 
of the church’s approach: 
Instead of simply shutting 
down new or unorthodox 

ideas from the start,  
let’s try them out and  
see if they work.”
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In June 2014, I had an opportunity to visit the Peace Academy Conference 
in Dresden, Germany. The Peace Academy is a gathering of Christian 
youth that takes place every two years, drawing attention to many issues 

troubling the world. The opening ceremony took place on the main square of 
the city near a newly reconstructed Lutheran cathedral, Church of Our Lady 
(Frauenkirche in German). It had been destroyed in World War II and rebuilt in 
2005 and is now a symbol of peace and unity.

On the first day of the conference, when everything was being set up, 
I noticed four young street-punk musicians right behind our stage. Their 
music wasn’t too loud, but it did interfere a bit with what our speakers had to 
say. “They could have been quieter,” was my thought, “or at least they could 
have moved to another place. There is plenty of room here.”

When the conference opened, I forgot about them. Then, during the in-
tercession, they somehow sneaked into our tents (though you had to have 
a wrist band to come in). They started dancing around, shouting out random 
things and just having a good time. “OK, they got in,” I thought. “Why don’t 
they keep it down? What do they want?” Though these thoughts of mine 
were obviously being shared by many people around me, no one dared to say 
or do anything. Meanwhile, the four intruders continued to be the “uninvited” 
guests of the gathering.

The next day they were at the square in the early morning and later were vis-
ible here and there. I suspected that they had been drinking or were on drugs.

The next morning, Sunday, I saw them trying to get into the church for the 
worship service. The volunteers were trying to prevent them from entering, 
as no one really knew what they were up to, and they again looked a bit tipsy. 
Still, a few minutes later, I saw them walking through the aisles carrying what 
seemed to be a box of beer. That’s when I started to get angry.

The first speaker that morning was saying some rather general things, 
which no one could remember afterward, but everyone remembered that his 
speech was constantly interrupted by these two young men and two young 
women. They were shouting rather pointed questions, such as: “Why are 
we here talking about helping people instead of being with people? Why are 
we not protesting against a neo-Nazi group?” (Earlier that day, we had seen 
about 500 neo-Nazi supporters in the town square.) 

Pretty soon, though the speaker was trying to reason with them, they 
kept shouting louder and louder. Then they started running through the 
aisles and throwing papers with something written on them. They got on 

The Peace Academy Conference in Dresden took place at 
the Frauenkirche (Church of our Lady) Lutheran Church.

The logo for the Peace Academy, above, kept 
changing graphically throughout the conference.
PHOTOS: THE PEACE ACADEMY

Interruptions
by Nazar Yatsyshyn
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the stage, grabbed the microphones, 
and started singing “Komm Heiliger 
Gheist” (Come Holy Spirit)—the rock 
version. The organ started accom-
panying the version that they were 
singing. At that point, they start-
ed changing into “proper” clothes, 
and spoke “proper” language, with 

“Bible” words. “Jesus was with the 
outcasts, lawbreakers, prostitutes, 
those unwelcomed and not accept-
ed. And where were you these days, 
Christ-followers? Did you greet us? 
Did you welcome us? Did you have 
something to say to us? Or did you 
just want us to disappear?” Little 

had we known that the whole thing 
was staged!

With these words, and my own re-
alization of my terrible misjudgment 
of these people, I burst into tears. 
Suddenly, I felt like Peter, who de-
nied Jesus three times. So I couldn’t 
but ask for forgiveness from these 
people, as soon as everything was 
finished. Their performance taught 
me more than I had learned during 
many hours of youth meetings after 
church. Once again, God showed 
me that faith without action is full 
of empty words and means nothing. 
“So faith by itself, if it has no works, 
is dead.” (James 2:17 NRSV). 

Nazar T. Yatsyshyn is a Mission Intern 

currently serving as coordinator of out-

reach at the Spring of Life UMC in Kyiv, 

Ukraine, his home country. His initial 

placement was with the National Coun-

cil of Churches in Korea. This article 

was originally published by Nazar in the 

“Book of Fellows” blog on July 9, 2014, 

https://thebookoffellows.wordpress.

com/2014/07/09/interruptions/

Nazar Yatsyshyn (second from left) with other participants of the Peace Academy in Dresden, 
Germany.  PHOTO: THE PEACE ACADEMY

One of the worship sessions met in the 
reconstructed Church of Our Lady in Dresden.
PHOTO: THE PEACE ACADEMY
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It was summer 2011. Although I 
didn’t realize it, I was in the middle 
of a complete spiritual crisis. I had 

just returned from a study trip abroad, 
sponsored by Furman University, 
where I studied the sociopolitical his-
tory, health-care systems, economic 
practices, and psychological develop-
ment of persons in southern Africa. 
After these courses were finished, 
all I had learned abroad about pover-
ty, racism, disease, tribalism, sexism, 
patriarchy, globalization, xenopho-
bia, corruption, pollution, and envi-
ronmental destruction in the Global 
South caught up with me. I was para-
lyzed by guilt and shame, unable to 

concentrate on anything but the in-
justices I had seen. Never before had 
I been confronted with the reality that 
I—a white, upper-class, college-age 
female from the United States—had 
contributed to these issues locally 
and abroad. The most shame-induc-
ing part of my crisis, however, was 
the fact that I had wanted to work for 
an institution that turned a blind eye 
to these issues for centuries, even 
endorsing some of these forms of 
oppression. The institution in ques-
tion was the Christian Church.

At the time, I was not new to spir-
itual crises. I’d had one almost 10 
years before, but that one helped me 

embrace the idea of working in the 
church. When I was 13, my mother 
was diagnosed with alcoholism. My 
sisters and I went to live with my dad 
and stepmother, who were members 
of Shandon United Methodist Church. 
During our crisis, it was Shandon 
UMC that surrounded us with love 
and acceptance, forming a safe space 
for us to understand how to be a fam-
ily again. The congregation members 
prayed for us without prying into our 
pain and plugged us into church life—
especially the youth group’s construc-
tion-based mission projects.

This experience led me to dis-
cern a call to ministry as a teenager. 
Like my United Methodist church, 
I wanted to help people in crisis re-
claim their identity by participating 
in a community of faith. Attending 
Furman University from 2008 to 
2012 only confirmed my sense of 
calling. Through my psychology de-
gree, poverty studies minor, commu-
nity-based internships, pre-ministry 
scholarship opportunities, and par-
ticipation in campus ministry groups, 
I gained experience and knowledge 
about theology and the human condi-
tion. I was even entering the process 
to become a certified candidate for 
ministry in the South Carolina United 
Methodist Conference.

After I returned from southern 
Africa, though, my worldview shift-
ed. Not only was I painfully aware 
that I’d hurt others through my own 
ignorance, I also felt that God could 

Hillary Taylor at the Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
PHOTO: COURTESY HILLARY TAYLOR

Reclaiming Mission
by Hillary Taylor
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not cure such expansive global suf-
fering—a suffering made worse by 
the church’s involvement (or lack 
thereof). After all, the mission of the 
church has been used to endorse 
all the “bonds of oppression” I’d 
encountered head-on in my study 
abroad. Even so, I still felt cognitive 
dissonance about Christian mission. 
Service projects were how I found 
purpose and identity. They were 
tools for rebuilding my sense of self. 
How could I hate Christian mission 
when it had been so restorative in 
my life?

Several months later, I stumbled 
upon the Young Adult Missionary 
programs of the General Board of 
Global Ministries (currently the Global 
Mission Fellows program). At that 
point, I had no positive opinions about 
missionaries. I was repulsed by the 
way they had helped subjugate con-
tinents in the name of God centuries 
ago and assumed modern-day mis-
sionaries to be fundamentalist and 
unable to relate. Yet, after investi-
gating Global Ministries’ programs, I 
was rendered speechless. They were 

the perfect blend of social justice and 
responsible evangelism. The young 
adult programs emphasized minis-
try “with” others, not “to” or “for” 
them. These programs also encour-
aged engagement with local commu-
nities, connected churches to local 
and global mission initiatives, and 
promoted growth in personal and  
social holiness. In other words, 
Global Ministries sought to rede-
fine the words Christian and mis-
sion, making them synonymous with 
words like justice, reconciliation, and 
restoration instead of injustice, op-
pression, and destruction.

In order to help redefine Christian 
mission, I decided to become a 
young adult missionary, and I’m so 
thankful I did. Since August 3, 2012, 
I have been serving with The United 
Methodist Church as a commis-
sioned Mission Intern. For the first 
half of my three-year service con-
tract, I worked as the Field Education 
and Ministry (FEM) Coordinator for 
Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary 
in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. 
In helping seminarians experience 

ministry with marginalized people in 
the local community, I gained a bet-
ter perspective regarding the role of 
churches in southern Africa, seeing 
not only the mistakes they made but 
also the education and empowerment 
they gave nonwhite South Africans to 
fight racism and oppression.

Since March 2014, I’ve been 
spending the second half of my mis-
sion contract as a financial coach for 
the United Way Center for Financial 
Stability in Miami, Florida. By provid-
ing free financial coaching and edu-
cation to others (regardless of in-
come level or citizenship status), I’ve 
become more familiar with the so-
cioeconomic realities of the working 
poor in the United States, along with 
issues concerning mass incarcera-
tion, racial profiling, and immigration 
reform. Both of my mission place-
ments showed me how churches 
can function as centers for commu-
nity development, enabling relation-
ships and freeing imagination that 
can create abundance in environ-
ments of scarcity. Without a doubt, 
these last few years have been the 
most meaningful years of my life. 
Global Ministries has shaped me in 
ways I never would have imagined, 
allowing me to wrestle with the 
church, Christian mission, and, most 
importantly, myself.

Hillary Taylor is a Global Mission Fellow 

International (Mission Intern) with 

the General Board of Global Ministries 

of The United Methodist Church. She 

serves as a financial coach for the 

United Way Center for Financial 

Stability in Miami, Florida.This 

article was first published in 

The Book of Fellows blog in 

December 2014. https://

thebookoffellows.wordpress.
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Hillary with Mazwenkosi Nomxego, a seminary 
student at Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary.
PHOTO: COURTESY HILLARY TAYLOR
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The Korean Methodist Church Continues  

Its Legacy of UMC Partnership 

Top-level leaders from the Korean Methodist Church 
(KMC), including Bishop Yong Jai Jun, president of the 
Korean Bishop’s Council, met in New York on June 23 
with representatives of the United Methodist Council of 
Bishops and the denomination’s General Board of Global 
Ministries. They sought to strengthen joint mission ef-
forts in the future and continue the legacy of the long-
standing KMC and UMC partnership. 

 “I think that this is the right time to advance conver-
sations with the Korean Methodist Church on ways we 
can partner strategically and purposely,” stated Thomas 
Kemper, chief executive of Global Ministries. 

A consultation will be scheduled late next year to ad-
dress several issues including: reunification and recon-
ciliation between North and South Korea; humanitarian 
aid for North Korea; joint mission and missionary training, 
especially in Asia, and the exchange of information on 
new church planting; best practices for developing vital 
congregations in Korea and in United Methodist loca-
tions; relations with the World Methodist Council; recog-
nition and exchange of pastors’ ordinations and transfers 
of clergy membership, and other matters of formal rela-
tions between the two churches. Read the full release 
on www.umcmission.org . 

Missionaries Across the Asia-Pacific Region 

Gather in Japan

In June, 20 United Methodist missionaries and their fam-
ily members serving in the Asia-Pacific region gathered in 
Hiroshima, Japan, June 5-10, with Global Ministries’ staff 
to develop a sense of team and to overcome the feeling 
of isolation, a release stated. 

Missionary in Residence, Gordon Greathouse explained, 
“Isolation is something we missionaries all experience.”

This was the fourth regional gathering of missionaries fol-
lowing similar meetings in Thailand, Ecuador, and Germany. 
This gathering was hosted and co-sponsored by the Wesley 
Foundation of Tokyo with the assistance of its staff mem-
bers—Hikari Chang, a United Methodist Women’s mission-
ary; Yoshi Fujimori; and Natsuko Takito, who served as the 
director of the children’s program for the gathering.

Missionaries serving in Fiji, Singapore, the Philippines, 
Taiwan, and Japan in a variety of roles were joined by 
Thomas Kemper, Global Ministries’ General Secretary, 

and Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary of the United 
Methodist Women.

UMCOR Celebrates with Youth at Y15

In June, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) joined more than 4,000 youths and adults from 
all over the United States and the world for an event 
called Youth 2015 (Y15). The event took place in Orlando, 
Florida, gathering United Methodist youth groups and 
their leaders to worship Christ and serve.

Mike Barbee, technical officer for UMCOR Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) projects, led a workshop 
called “Poop in a Hole.” During his talk, Barbee explained 
that UMCOR meets needs for water, by drilling wells and 
protecting springs; for sanitation, by improving latrines; 
and for hygiene, by promoting handwashing. 

He said that having wells close to home means women 
and girls no longer have to walk miles to collect water and 
the children can spend that time going to school. 

A mock latrine from El Neem, a camp for internally dis-
placed people in South Sudan, was part of the UMCOR 
display. There, participants had the opportunity to view 
the latrine, step inside, and take pictures. Read the full 
story on www.umcor.org .

DEATHS—Melvin B. Meyer, retired missionary with 
nearly 7 years of service in the Dominican Republic, died 
January 8, 2015…Graeme Murray, retired missionary 
with 6 ½ years of service in India, died April 7, 2015…
Ruth Angove, retired missionary with 3 years of service 
in Nepal, died April 17, 2015…Samuel Ghartey, retired 
missionary with 4 years of service in Bahamas, Turks, and 
Caicos Islands, died April 30, 2015…Leon Strunk, retired 
missionary with more than 37 years of service in Brazil, 
died May 4, 2015…Robert L. Caufield, retired mission-
ary with 37 ½ years of service in Bolivia, died May 5, 
2015…Julia McLean Williams, retired missionary with 
9 ½ years of service in Bolivia, died May 7, 2015…Julia 

Estelle Jones, retired deaconess and church and com-
munity worker with more than 19 years of service in the 
United States, died May 22, 2015…David L. Swain, re-
tired missionary with 41 years of service in Japan, died 
June 5, 2015…James Brouwer, retired missionary with 
5 ½ years of service in the DR Congo, died June 24, 
2015…Rachael McCleary, retired missionary with 13 
years of service in Bolivia, died June 28, 2015.

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY



UMCOR
For 75 years, the United 
Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR)—an 
important arm of Global 
Ministries—has been the 
avenue for the relief and 
development efforts of The 
United Methodist Church. 
Emphasizing the long-
term nature of UMCOR’s 
involvement in recovery at 
a crisis site, an update on 
UMCOR-funded work in 
Syria, Iraq, Ukraine, and 
Nepal follows.

ALLEVIATE  
HUMAN SUFFERING
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T he novel The Buried Giant, by 
author Kazuo Ishiguro, tells 
the tale of a mythical time 

when a memory-robbing mist cov-
ered the land. Characters in the story 
find it difficult or impossible to recall 
events, whether they occurred in the 
distant past or earlier the same day. 
When a memory begins to take hold, 
they struggle with it like a worn-out 

The Union of Young Christians of Ukraine has been a partner for 
distribution of food and water relief.
PHOTO: UNION OF YOUNG CHRISTIANS OF UKRAINE

UMCOR 
Focused on Alleviating 

Suffering in Syria, 
Iraq, Ukraine,  

and Nepal
by Linda Unger

hiker on an uphill climb. Increasingly, though, they realize that the failure to 
recall events—and the motives and meanings behind them—threatens their 
most intimate relationships, as well as those that bind their society and world, 
and cannot ensure peace on any level.

We, too, struggle to recall events that burst onto the world scene and then 
quickly are extinguished, buried under a daily avalanche of information about 
new tragedies and fresh, gripping dramas. Events that engaged us just a short 
while ago drop like a stone into the abyss of the 24-hour news cycle. 

For the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), not only is it im-
perative to recall events that took our breath away—earthquakes and cyclones, 

fires and floods, armed conflicts and lone assaults—but to remain 
focused on alleviating human suffering and continuing to work 
with affected populations for relief and recovery, even as the mist 
of forgetfulness descends and the world’s attention tires. 

UMCOR is providing ongoing relief to affected populations in 
Syria, Iraq, and Ukraine, where armed conflicts have alternately 
simmered and raged for years and where a total of more than 16 
million people have been forced from their homes. 

“The challenge we face with Iraq and Syria, and to a lesser de-
gree in Ukraine, is that these conflicts have no end in sight,” said 
Francesco Paganini, executive secretary for UMCOR International 
Disaster Response. “We need people to remember Iraq and 
Syria, but we also need them to remember that there are a lot of 
other needs elsewhere in the world.”

One example is Nepal, a small country that made big headlines 
back on April 25 when it was rocked by a devastating earthquake 
and powerful aftershocks. More than half a million homes were 
damaged or destroyed. UMCOR quickly responded, in collabora-
tion with partners on the ground, meeting basic needs such as 

UMCOR joined with 
GlobalMedic to provide 
staples to refugees in 
northern Iraq.
PHOTO: GLOBALMEDIC
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clean water and temporary shelter. By early July, UMCOR had already supplied 
nearly $800,000 in emergency provisions. 

While also responding to emergencies that have made fewer headlines, 
UMCOR has never flagged in its support for the peoples of Syria, Iraq, and 
Ukraine. Since 2014, UMCOR has supplied a total of more than $2.2 million in 
relief aid to partners on the ground in those three countries, as the conflicts 
slip into and out of public awareness.

 
Human Suffering Matters
“The situation in Iraq and Syria is extremely complex,” Paganini said. “The 
beauty of UMCOR is, because of the values we ascribe to—impartiality, inde-
pendence, humanity, and neutrality—the only thing that matters is human suf-
fering. If somebody is suffering, we’re called to be there—as UMCOR and as 
an extension of The United Methodist Church.”

The complexity and intensity of the conflicts in Iraq and Syria have only been 
compounded by the emergence of the Islamic State (known variously as IS, 
ISIS, or ISIL). But, Paganini cautioned, IS does not comprise the totality of those 
conflicts. Nor, he said, should we assume that bloodshed in Iraq or Syria was 
or remains inevitable.

In Syria, conflict began peacefully in March 2011 with local pro-de-
mocracy protests. Over the course of the next four years, these protests 
burgeoned into nationwide civil war and then became a theater of inter-
national conflict involving IS, the United States, and regional powers. 

The toll has been great. As of June 2015, more than 220,000 people 
had been killed, about a million injured, and more than half the Syrian peo-
ple had been displaced from their homes, according to the United Nations.

Over the span of the conflict, the UN reported, Syria’s development 
has regressed nearly four decades. The economy has contracted by 
about 40 percent, school attendance is down by 50 percent, and an es-
timated three out of every four Syrians now live in poverty—54 percent 
in extreme poverty. 

UMCOR’s response addresses needs both inside Syria and of Syrians 
who have taken refuge in other countries, notably Lebanon, Jordan, 
Turkey, and Armenia. Working with highly qualified partners in the re-
gion, UMCOR is providing a range of emergency services—from food, 
medicine, and hygiene supplies to the creation of child-friendly spaces, 
the rehabilitation of childcare centers, the protection of refugees against 
human trafficking, and the provision of cover from the winter elements.

UMCOR also is having a direct impact on saving lives through a landmine re-
moval project. It is working with an experienced partner to remove landmines 
and other unexploded ordnance in and around the city of Kobane, which IS 
had captured and from which it was subsequently routed by US-led coalition 
air strikes. As Syrians who had fled the area return, UMCOR also is helping to 
ensure that they receive vital information on how to recognize unexploded de-
vices and what to do when they come across them.

Knowing the Context
“UMCOR needs to understand the complex contexts in which we work,” 
Paganini explained. “We employ a whole analytical process for discerning our ac-
tions, our partners, and the means we’ll use to provide quality services consistent 

with local culture and that meet the 
right of people to live with dignity.”

The main thing to understand, he 
said, is that “UMCOR’s response is 
not political. Our response is com-
pletely humanitarian. Ultimately, we 
cut through all the complexity to focus 
on need.” 

In Iraq, the need currently is great-
est in the northern part of the coun-
try, where IS has been most active 
and has captured the important cit-
ies of Mosul and Ramadi. These ac-
tions follow years of complex strug-
gle and foreign involvement. Since 
the start of 2014, much of the Iraqi 
government’s resources have been 
diverted to confront IS, prolonging 
the people’s long ordeal. 

By June 2015, the United Nations 
reported that the number of people re-
quiring “lifesaving assistance” in Iraq 
had increased 400 percent over the 
preceding year. “More than 8 million 
people across the country are in ur-
gent need of humanitarian assistance, 
including some 3 million people who 
are internally displaced,” Lise Grande 
of the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) declared in an interview 
posted to the organization’s website. 

UMCOR partnered with GlobalMedic in Nepal to provide clean 
water to families affected by the earthquake, April 2015.
PHOTO: GLOBAL MEDIC
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Among the critical needs she cited 
are: protection from harm; provision 
of lifesaving services, such as shelter 
and health care; food security; and 
emergency education services.

UMCOR is assisting internally dis-
placed people in northern Iraq with 
these critical services. Collaborating 
with regional and international part-
ners, UMCOR is providing the ba-
sics: food, water, hygiene kits, and 
winter-protection kits. 

“Both Iraq and Syria are racked 
by ongoing conflicts. There is a lot 
of suffering going on, and UMCOR 
will continue to have a presence 
there. And not just a presence,” 
said Paganini. “We also remind the 
United Methodist community that 
those situations continue and that 
there are needs there.”

Essential Needs
UMCOR is similarly responding to es-
sential needs in Ukraine, where con-
flict in the eastern part of the coun-
try has impacted the most vulnerable 
populations. About 60 percent of the 
1.3 million people displaced by the 
conflict there are pensioners, while 
another 13 percent are children, ac-
cording to UNOCHA.

As in Iraq and Syria, history and 
geopolitics form the backdrop of 
the Ukraine conflict that began in 
2013 and culminated, but did not 
end, with the annexation of Crimea 
by Russia in March 2014. Eastern 
Ukraine again burst onto front-page 
headlines when Malaysian Airlines 
flight 17 was shot down over terri-
tory controlled by pro-Russian reb-
els, killing all 298 people onboard. 
Since then, tensions have continued 
to simmer. 

“The current humanitarian situ-
ation in Ukraine is not comparable 
to the situations in Syria and Iraq, 
but there are ongoing needs,” said 
Paganini. “And the risk is massive.”

UNOCHA underscored in a re-
port last June that the most pressing 
needs facing internally displaced and 
other affected people in Ukraine con-
tinue to revolve around the basics: 
access to food and clean water.

Most of the more than $250,000 
UMCOR has provided in relief aid 
through partner organizations in 
Ukraine addresses these two critical 
needs. Another portion addresses 
the key need for safety. 

Last spring, working with part-
ner GlobalMedic, UMCOR installed 
a special bomb-blast protection film 
on the windows of a hospital and 
16 schools in the contested areas 
of Donetsk and Mariupol. Windows 
shattered by rocket fire or mortar 
blasts can cause severe and even 
fatal wounds. The shock waves from 
such explosions often turn the shat-
tered glass into razor-sharp projec-
tiles. Covering windows with a re-
silient plastic film can render them 
harmless to the schoolchildren, hos-
pital staff, and patients who might 
otherwise be harmed.

Similarly, in Nepal, UMCOR has 
been responding to the 7.9 mag-
nitude earthquake that rocked that 
country at the end of April by pro-
viding survivors with the essentials: 

food, safe water, hygiene kits, school 
kits, tents for emergency shelter, 
and larger tents for institutional use 
by hospitals and schools. 

A Voice of Conscience
The process of recovery in Nepal will 
take months, if not years, so it is not 
unlike the continually unfolding crises 
in Syria, Iraq, and Ukraine. 

While UMCOR responds to these 
complex emergencies, new events 
that call for a response will surely 
arise. Each one is a kind of “earth-
quake” that disrupts and upends the 
lives of those impacted by it; all the 
things survivors routinely counted 
on—a home, a job, education for their 
children, and food on the table—are 
no longer givens. 

As UMCOR’s founder, Bishop 
Herbert Welch, suggested 75 years 
ago, UMCOR will be there as a voice 
of conscience, reminding United 
Methodists that these emergencies 
continue, as do the needs they gen-
erate. UMCOR will continue to cut 
through the clutter of complex events 
to focus on the one thing it is mandat-
ed to do: alleviate human suffering.

Linda Unger is the senior writer for the 

General Board of Global Ministries.

To reach Syrian refugee children in Turkey, UMCOR worked with a partner in the region to 
reconstruct child-friendly daycare space.  PHOTO: ANERA



ADVOCACY AND PARTNERSHIP
Much of Global Ministries’ work 
around this goal is accomplished 
through ecumenical and 
interfaith partners. A deep 
understanding of culture, 
language, and religious custom 
is necessary in any negotiations 
involving human rights. This 
article highlights the work of the 
International Labor Rights Forum 
(ILRF), a partner for justice for 
Bangladeshi workers caught 
in the often exploitative global 
garment industry.

SEEK JUSTICE, FREEDOM,  
AND PEACE
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Universities across the United States are now back in full swing with 
their fall semesters well underway. Each of them, including the United 
Methodist-affiliated American University in Washington, DC, where I 

work, has a bookstore. In our digital age, it is reassuring that books are actually 
still sold in these college shops, since the shops have to make room for mer-
chandise such as garments with the school’s emblem or logo.

Sales are brisk for T-shirts, pullovers, sweatpants, hoodies, fleece vests, 
and the like. Over the past decade, students have prodded administrators for 
assurance that these products have not been made with sweat labor, bonded 
labor, or child labor. Last spring there was considerable student agitation about 
the working conditions of people making garments in Bangladesh, the second-
largest volume exporter of garments in the world. The United States is the 
second-largest purchaser of Bangladeshi garments after the European Union, 
and many of the products sold in American University’s bookstore were made 
in Bangladesh.

Worker Rights and Safety in Bangladesh:
The Second Anniversary of the Rana Plaza Collapse

by Joseph Eldridge

Safety Issues Ignored
The reason for the student ferment 
over clothing made in Bangladesh is 
that on April 24, 2013, the nine-story 
Rana Plaza factory building in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, collapsed. At least 1,138 
workers died in the building, and an-
other 2,500 or more were injured. 
The death toll made this the largest 
industrial “accident” in history.

The circumstances of the collapse 
amply demonstrated that, in fact, crim-
inal conduct by the factory’s owner 
was responsible. The day before 
the building pancaked, cracks were 

Children of garment workers affected by the Rana Plaza collapse 
in Bangladesh march for their parents’ compensation.
PHOTO: JESSICA MAULDIN
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discovered in the Rana Plaza plant, 
which had been designed as an office 
building, not as a factory, and couldn’t 
accommodate the weight of the huge 
industrial sewing machines it now con-
tained. An investigator had visited on 
the evening of April 23 and declared the 
building unsafe. Overnight, the owner 
found an engineer who was prepared 
to declare it “safe.” The next morn-
ing, the workers showed up at 7:30 
as usual but were worried about going 
inside. Managers coerced them into 
entering the building by threatening to 
take an entire month’s pay from them 
or all of their overtime. At 8:30am, 
a typical power blackout occurred, 
Dhaka being notorious for its electri-
cal-grid breakdowns. A backup genera-
tor turned on and the building started 
to shudder and tremble. Within min-
utes, its collapse destroyed the lives  
of thousands.

Not the First Accident
Bangladesh has a sad and troubling 
record of industrial calamities. After 
the Tazreen Fashions Building fire on 
November 24, 2012, which killed doz-
ens of garment workers, conversations 
were launched among local and global 
unions, workers’ rights advocates, and 
major brands that were outsourcing 
work to Bangladesh. Among the most 
active advocates was the International 
Labor Rights Forum (ILRF), an orga-
nization founded in the 1990s by the 
Rev. Pharis Harvey, a long-serving mis-
sionary pastor with the General Board 
of Global Ministries. Although policing 
compliance with building codes and 
labor laws is usually considered a gov-
ernment function, neither the brand 
negotiators nor the worker advocates 
trusted the Dhaka government to keep 
workers safe. The large companies 
sourcing from Bangladesh recognized 
the public-relations disaster that would 
result from another industrial tragedy. 
Consequently, major brands like H&M, 

Walmart, VF Sportswear, Primark, GAP, PVH Corp, and other companies began 
talks about creating a structure to provide better safeguards.

Negotiations were moving very slowly until the Rana Plaza catastrophe. The 
conversations centered on creating two primary initiatives, both designed to pro-
vide greater worker protections. One that caught the imagination of the students, 
“Accord,” is a legally binding agreement to monitor and improve health and safe-
ty conditions and to create ways for workers to have a greater voice in ensuring 
safe working conditions in garment factories. According to its website, the Accord 
“is a five-year, independent, legally binding agreement among global brands, re-
tailers, and trade unions designed to build a safe and healthy Bangladesh Ready 
Made Garment Industry.” Among its provisions are requirements for indepen-
dent inspections, public disclosure of factory inspection reports, brand-contrib-
uted resources for remediation of substandard factories, worker empowerment 
through extensive training programs, a complaint mechanism, and the right to 
refuse unsafe work. 

The other initiative is called the “Alliance,” which is 
not binding, lacks the necessary safeguards to ensure 
worker safety, and does not provide avenues for work-
er empowerment. Unfortunately, many of the largest 
US brands that source from Bangladesh decided not 
to join the Accord, but rather took the easier route of 
the Alliance, so as not to be troubled by requirements 
that would oblige the companies to support worker 
health and safety committees that would be protect-
ed against retaliation. Students insisted that American 
University drop its association with brands whose 
owners bypassed the Accord and chose the Alliance, 
and the university did so.

Compensation for Workers
On the second anniversary of the collapse of the 
Rana Plaza factory, the ILRF organized a delega-
tion as part of its ongoing research on, reporting 
of, and advocacy for corporate accountability in the 
Bangladesh garment industry. Delegation partici-
pants—all religious leaders and human rights advo-
cates (including the author)—traveled to Dhaka in 
April 2015.

Our main goals were to: 1) Stand in solidarity with 
the Rana Plaza victims and their families; 2) learn more about a Rana Plaza 
Trust Fund that has been established to provide restitution to the survivors and 
their families; and 3) learn about workers’ experiences with both the Accord 
and the Alliance to evaluate whether or not these programs are improving fire 
prevention and building safety in factories. Most moving for the delegates 
were meetings with injured workers and surviving family members, along with 
a demonstration with hundreds of family members and union activists at the 
Rana Plaza site—exactly two years after the collapse.

Throughout the garment sector, 80 percent of the workers are women, so 
in garment factory accidents, women are the vast majority of workers killed. A 
female garment worker is often her family’s sole wage earner, responsible for 

On the second anniversary of the Rana 
Plaza collapse, family members of 
workers who lost their lives are still 
petitioning for compensation from the 
US companies that contracted with 
the Bangladeshi factory.
PHOTO: JESSICA MAULDIN
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feeding her family. The typical work 
week is about 60 hours, with wages 
averaging $2 to $3 a day (which helps 
explain why we can often purchase 
clothes at bargain-basement prices).

While the brands have contribut-
ed $30 million in actual donations or 
pledges for the Rana Plaza Trust Fund, 
the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) was asked to step in to admin-
ister the funds and ensure proper al-
location. While the process is not 
perfect, progress has been made in 
making reparations to the families 
more accountable and transparent. 
The ILO instills greater trust than ei-
ther the government of Bangladesh 
or the factory owners, but a great 
deal of accumulated doubt and dis-
trust must be overcome. 

Among the most urgent issues 
confronting the garment workers cur-
rently is the campaign to enlist more 
corporate members of the Accord. 
Unless and until there is a more pow-
erful labor movement in Bangladesh 
that can enforce binding collective 
bargaining agreements, there will 
never be a movement toward a living 
wage. Workers who try to organize 

will continue to be harassed and in-
timidated. Of the 5,000 factories in 
Bangladesh, thus far only about 50 
factories owners have signed agree-
ments with unions.

Also of paramount importance to 
the well-being of those responsible 
for making our shirts, dresses, pants, 
and jackets is the willingness of major 
brands to participate not only in the 
Alliance but also in joining the Accord. 
The NGOs and faith-based organiza-
tions concerned about worker safety 
are convinced that the Accord is clear-
ly the stronger and better agreement. 
The Accord has been signed by 200 
apparel companies, including 19 US 
brands (such as Abercrombie & Fitch, 
American Eagle Outfitters, Fruit of the 
Loom, and MV Sport.) 

Regrettably, the largest and most 
powerful US retailers are holding 
out and refusing to sign the Accord. 
Among the 26 North American ap-
parel holdouts are the Limited, 
Carter’s, Inc., The Children’s Place 
Retail (which did give generously to 
the Trust Fund), Costco Wholesale 
Corporation, Hudson’s Bay Company, 
JC Penny Company, Inc., Jordache 
Enterprises, Kohl’s Department 
Stores, L.L. Bean, Inc., Macy’s, 
Nordstrom, Inc., Sears Holding 

Corporation, Target Corporation, and 
Walmart Stores, Inc.

A Student-Led Way Forward
The students are on point about 
their preference for the Accord. The 
Accord is both comprehensive and 
worker-centered.

The students remind us of the 
need for Americans to become far 
more conscious about the conditions 
of the workers who sew the clothes 
we wear. The bookstore at American 
University has certainly become 
aware of the power of students to ad-
just and change the business practic-
es of companies whose merchandise 
catches the consumer’s eye. Perhaps 
we all need to be a little more mind-
ful of the workers in Bangladesh and 
elsewhere whose work clothes our 
bodies. Along the way, we must let 
Target, Walmart, and other retailers 
know that we are paying attention.

The Rev. Joseph Eldridge serves as the 

University Chaplain and Senior Adjunct 

Professorial Lecturer, Kay Spiritual Life 

Center, at American University in Wash-

ington, DC. Eldridge also served as a 

missionary with Global Ministries for 

20 years, working in Chile in the 1970s 

and in Honduras in the 1980s.

Protesters and family members of workers lost in the 
Rana Plaza collapse talk to media outlets in Bangladesh, 

petitioning for fair treatment and better working 
conditions.  PHOTO: JESSICA MAULDIN

W A Y S  T O  H E L P

contributions to the Rana Plaza Trust Fund (or in JC Penney’s case, make 

a first contribution) to fill the $2.7 million gap in the $30 million Fund. 

compensation for Tazreen and Rana Plaza victims, and to join the 

Accord, to make factories safer in Bangladesh. Information and resources 

available from www.LaborRights.org.

help improve conditions for the garment workers who sew the clothes 

purchased with your tax dollars. More information and sample policy 

tools available at www.sweatfree.org.

support living-wage union jobs at Alta Gracia or at US union shops by 

purchasing from www.EthixMerch.com. 
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DEACONESSES
For more than a century, Methodist deaconesses have developed ministries 
to empower and strengthen people who live in poor communities. Many 
community ministries in the United States were established and nurtured by 
deaconesses, but parallel movements also developed in Europe, Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. Today, United Methodist deaconesses in the Philippines, 
among others, continue this important work of ministry and empowerment 
among people living in poverty.

MINISTRY WITH   
THE POOR

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY
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T hese are the words of Maru, 
a humble community orga-
nizer who opted to live in 

the community of Navotas, part of 
metro Manila, so that he would be 
able to grasp, understand, and be 
among its people.

His words remind me of Pope 
Francis’ advice to the shepherds of 
the church, calling them to be “shep-
herds living with the smell of sheep.”

Navotas is a very poor and desolate 
community—a fishing port that hugs 
Manila Bay on the city’s west side. 
People survive each day by scaveng-
ing, doing laundry work, fishing, and 
scraping, which is cleaning tahong 
(mussel) shells before selling them 
in the market. They are lucky if they 

earn P100.00 (US $2.72) for more 
than 10 hours of dedicated, intricate, 
backbreaking work. Day in and day 
out, hardly seeing and appraising the 
rising and the setting of the sun, they 
strive to earn a living. In the muddy 
dark alleys, where worms feast in 
the middle of stinking waste, live 
families whose stories and circum-
stances are identical to one another. 
Poverty has been their partner, along 
with its accompanying deprivation of 
both basic and social needs. It is no 
surprise that social maladies like drug 
addiction, alcoholism, gambling, and 
stress-based violence are present. If 
not for the organizing work that has 
slowly developed a social conscious-
ness among Navotas’ residents, 

empowering them to confront their 
community authorities and voice im-
mediate demands for their economic 
and political rights, they would have 
been driven away from their houses 
long ago. Their shanties would have 
been demolished in favor of the busi-
ness infrastructure rising right in the 
middle of their community.

Devotion to a Calling
The words of Maru did not come 
from a preacher. He realized this sim-
ple truth when he fully devoted his 
time to being in the community and 
working with the people. Since he is a  
student of the urban poor, those much-
heard words—“loving the poor” and 
“loving God”—became flesh for him 

Reflection  
  on Mission

by Norma P. Dollaga

Kung di malalaim ang pag-ibig mo sa Dios di ka pweding mabuhay dito.
(Unless you have this profound love of God, you would not be able to live here.)

Five-year-old Claris 
Caralos washes clothes 
in the Manila North 
Cemetery. Hundreds 
of poor families live 
here, dwelling in and 
between the tombs 
and mausoleums of the 
city’s wealthy.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY



New World Outlook SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015  33

when he, along with other communi-
ty organizers, humbly set foot on this 
site. For years, organizers had feared 
the dangers of doing so.

Maru was a product of Dominican 
schooling, as he was a graduate of 
the University of Santo Tomas. During 
his student years, he was an officer 
of the Student Christian Movement. 
He left the little remaining comfort he 
had in order to embrace the uncom-
fortable lot of the poor.

For many years, Maru and similar 
organizers in other communities de-
voted their energies, wits, and tal-
ents to their conversation and dia-
logue with the people in the poor 
community. They wept with com-
munity members, went hungry with 
them, and breathed the same stench 
of injustice that has manifested itself 
in the filth and callousness of the cur-
rent social order.

Making Sacrifices
Community organizing and mission-
ary work entail many sacrifices. One 
sacrifice involves the ability to lis-
ten to the people, but at the same 
time, to possess the humility to be 

A woman sells fish in the 
market in Sara, in Iloilo 
province of the Philippines.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY

a recipient of the mission the poor 
have to offer. The poor have so much 
to teach us about life—about how hu-
manity should behave. They possess 
an authenticity of vision. In this con-
text, the words of Jesus: “Blessed 
are the poor” make sense. You be-
come blessed if your heart becomes 
the heart of someone who is poor. 
Poverty, both in the past and in the 
present, is the consequence of injus-
tice and exploitation. Being poor, one 
has an intimate knowledge and wis-
dom about how a society must be 
reconstructed.

Entering into the community of 
the poor, or setting one’s foot on the 
ground where the poor tread, means 
embracing their impoverishment, 
weeping with them, being hungry 
with them, and celebrating the wis-
dom they have gained through daily 
communion with hope and struggle.

Being Open and Engaged
Mission involves opening oneself to 
the idea of learning from the people. 
It takes humility to sacrifice our ac-
quired arrogance—our belief that we 

know better than the poor. Unless 
we sheer-off this overconfidence, 
we go to the community in order to 
“teach” about God, as if God were. 
in a box to be delivered to the poor 
community. This kind of arrogance 
reflects a belief that people in poor 
communities somehow do not know 
church doctrine, or that they cannot 
flip through the pages of the Bible to 
find chapters and verses. This kind of 
arrogance also assumes that people 
in a poor community do not sing the 
right songs or hymns of praise. This 
is not only ridiculous but truly a mis-
placed kind of compassion.

The sacrifice of a community 
organizer or of a missionary is not 
so much in the giving up of mate-
rial things or the abandonment of a 
prestigious career path but in giving 
up the comfort zones of arrogance 
and the self-absorbed drive to teach 
the people “the ways of God.”

The LOVE Made Flesh
Let’s return to the community of 
Navotas and to Maru’s words, “Unless 
you have this profound love of God, 
you would not be able to live here.” 
Many great missionaries who became 
partners of the people in the journey 
toward peace and life with dignity have 
testimonies to share about loving peo-
ple and loving God. The worship they 
led became meaningful and powerful 
only because they allowed the people 
to teach them that the best worship is 
loving service to one’s neighbor.

Norma P. Dollaga is a deaconess of The 

United Methodist Church for the Philip-

pines Central Conference. She serves as 

General Secretary of Kasimbayan, the 

Ecumenical Center for Development, 

(Fellowship of Church People for the Peo-

ple [from the Tagalog]).
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AND THE WORD became flesh and lived among us...
 Crying and sobbing with people 
 whose loved ones were lost when Yolanda hit  
    the island.
Hungry and thirsty, homeless and seeking sanctuary,
  smelling the flesh unburied, inhaling the   

   decomposing bodies,
longing for an honorable funeral and entombment.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
  Listening closely to the struggling heartbeat of  

   a child.
 Queued up at the emergency hospital.
  Paying attention to the prayer of parents
 who have no money to pay the bill.
Stunned by the high cost of health care that only the  
   rich can afford.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
 Playing with street children
 and joining them in selling sampaguita.*
  Secretly weeping because they do not go to  

   school anymore.
Alarmed that they may end up caught  
   in the vicious cycle of violence.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
 Dining with the migrant workers’ families
  who talk about their mother being harassed by  

   her “master.”
Angered by a system of modern-day slavery.

And the World became flesh and lived among us...
 Joining the picket protest of workers,
  shocked by the wages that are not enough for a     

   family to survive on.
 Listening to fathers and mothers
 who are about to be retrenched.
  Resenting the labor policy that neglects  

   human dignity.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
  Farming with peasants, working from dawn to dusk,
  pleading with the landlord and usurer to reduce the     

   land rent.
 Shocked by the landlord’s words,
 “You lazy people! Work so you can become rich!”

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
  Deciding to turn down the invitation of the  

   rulers for dinner.
  Demanding justice and insisting on mercy  

   and kindness.
  Giving them a greater commandment:
 “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
 Witnessed how the poor were robbed 
    by the leaders of the land.
 Scandalized by the wealth accumulated by the few 
     through corruption and greed.
  Outraged by their religiosity as they plundered     

   without shame.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
  Sided with the oppressed, the poor, and  

   the deprived.
  Blessed their resistance and celebrated  

   their struggle.
 Read with them the words once told:

For a child has been born for us,

 a son given to us

authority rests upon his shoulders;

 And he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,

 and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.

 He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

 from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

    
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NRSV)

Liturgy by Norma P. Dollaga

Deaconess, The United Methodist Church

* sampaguita is the fragrant national flower of the Philippines, which 

impoverished children sometimes sell in garlands on the streets.

Wisdom Revealed in Doing Mission Work
by Norma P. Dollaga

BACKGROUND PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY
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A NEW GLOBAL HEALTH UNIT
General Secretary Thomas Kemper 
introduces Global Health, a new 
unit of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, as an integral part of the 
agency’s work.

IMPROVING  
GLOBAL HEALTH

PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS
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G
lobal Health—spiritual, emotional, and physical health—has been at 
the center of Methodist mission and our Methodist life from the 
beginning. The early Methodist Circuit Riders in the United States 
were going out with the Bible in one saddle bag and with Primitive 

Physick: An Easy and Natural Method of Curing Most Diseases in the other. 
John Wesley wrote Primitive Physick, which had wide circulation in multiple 
places, to help people improve their health and fight the diseases of poverty 
that were prevalent at that time. Sometimes, doctors could not help or charged 
too much, and the poor had nowhere else to turn for care or remedies.

Physical, emotional, and spiritual health were an integral part of what 
Methodists preached, how they lived, and the communities they created 
around the world. The same is true of the missionary movement. What did 
the missionaries build in the places where they served? They built a church, 
a clinic, and a school, all of which you can still see in many places around 
the world today.

A Circuit Rider’s saddle bag—on the one side, the 
Bible, and on the other is Primitive Physick: An 
Easy and Natural Method of Curing Most Diseases, 
a manual John Wesley wrote to help people 
improve their health and fight the diseases of 
poverty prevalent in his time.
DRAWING: LISA KATZENSTEIN

We Have
Strong Reason 
to Hope
by Thomas Kemper

All unprejudiced persons may see with their eyes, that God is already renewing 

the face of the earth:We have strong reason to hope, that the work God hath 

begun, he will carry on until the day of the Lord Jesus; that he will never 

intermit this blessed work of his Spirit, until he has fulfilled all his promises, 

until he hath put a period to sin, and misery, and infirmity, and death; and  

re-established universal holiness and happiness, and caused all the inhabitants 

of the earth to sing together, “Hallelujah, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!”

—John Wesley, Sermon 63, ¶ 27. Text from the 1872 edition, Thomas Jackson, editor
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Global Health Emphasis
Why is global health so important now and why does it merit a new empha-
sis today? Actually, health work has a long history within the General Board 
of Global Ministries. Even before the UMCOR Health unit, there was a Health 
and Welfare unit. Now we want to give health work a fresh new emphasis. 

For the last eight years The United Methodist Church has been working on four 
areas of focus. One such area has been Fighting Killer Diseases and Improving 
Health Globally. The first expression of this focus was Imagine No Malaria, devel-
oped in 2008. At the General Conference in 2016, United Methodists expect to 
celebrate the completion of a $75 million fundraising campaign. As of June 2015, 
the total amount collected was 88 percent of the goal, or $66 million.

Going forward, Global Ministries was chosen to prepare and lead the next 
health campaign of The United Methodist Church. This presents us with an op-
portunity to increase and enrich our work in the area of health.

Consensus on Health Needs
To assist in the creation of this new unit, Global Ministries developed a health sur-
vey and sent it out to about 40,000 people. In addition, surveys were introduced 
at global United Methodist events, such as the Young People’s Convocation 
held in the Philippines last year. We also held listening sessions and sent sur-
veys with our staff members who travel around the world. Reviewing the re-
sponses from 59 countries, we made many important discoveries.

Internationally, the top four areas of health concern were Maternal and 
Child Health, Water and Sanitation, Hunger and Nutrition, and Access to 
Health Care, that is, simply being able to go to a doctor or nurse practitioner 
for help when needed.

Esraa Eawaidu, a midwife, weighs a pregnant woman 
on a scale in the prenatal department of a clinic in 
Rafah, in the south of Gaza. The clinic is run by the 
Department of Service for Palestinian Refugees of 
the Middle East Council of Churches, a member, like 
UMCOR, of the ACT Alliance.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY

Mothers with young children wait to see nurse Veronica Jabba at 
a health clinic in Gerihun, outside Bo, Sierra Leone. The United 
Methodist Church’s Imagine No Malaria campaign is providing some 
350,000 nets as part of an integrated health campaign that includes 
a vitamin A treatment and de-worming medication.  
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

People infected by and affected by 
HIV and AIDS gather for a candlelight 
vigil in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, 
India, to raise public awareness of 
the virus and the need to end stigma 
and discrimination against those 
living with it.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY

Sabrina Carrizal (left), 6, receives a 
bandage from pharmacist Rick Talley 
for bravely offering to take a flu shot 
during a community health fair at 
Friendship United Methodist Church 
in Millington, TN. Though Sabrina 
was too young to be immunized, 
her father, Juan, did receive the 
vaccination.
PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS

( )

In the United States, the top 
four areas were: Mental Health, 
Noncommunicable Diseases (such as 
cancer and heart disease), Substance 
Abuse, and Aging and the Elderly.

A New Health Program
The strategy for the new interna-
tional health program—tentatively ti-
tled “Abundant Health: Our Promise 
to Children”—will take into account 
areas of work that overlap with 
the other denominational areas of 
focus—particularly Ministry with the 
Poor but also Developing Principled 
Christian Leaders and Creating New 
and Renewed Congregations. The 
program will also build on the suc-
cesses of Imagine No Malaria. 
Currently, 51 percent of the money 
the UMC raises through Imagine No 
Malaria goes to the Global Fund in 
Geneva to fight malaria, AIDS, and 
TB. The other 49 percent comes 
to Global Ministries to implement 
health work in the United Methodist 



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HEALTH PARTNERSHIPS

Global Ministries’ move to Atlanta, Georgia, presents many opportunities for 

partnership around health-related work. One is the Rollins School of Public 

Health at Emory University—a public health institution with a very impressive 

track record, especially concerning work involving health and faith, keeping 

our drinking water clean, and both community-based and public health efforts 

around the world. There is also the Carter Center. Not everyone knows that  

80 percent of the Carter Center’s budget is designated for health-related 

projects and health-related work around the world. Global Health Action is 

also in Atlanta.
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conferences in Africa. This is accom-
plished through the African health 
boards that have been developed to 
oversee the UMC’s health work on 
the African continent. At present, all 
the United Methodist conferences in 
Africa have active health boards lead-
ing their health programs.

The health unit will also continue 
its strong relationship with UMCOR. 
This is especially important as we re-
spond to health crises caused by nat-
ural and human-made disasters and 
to the health components of long-
term humanitarian rehabilitation and 
community development.

The decision to address child and 
neo-natal health was based on the sur-
vey responses from more than 5,000 
people in 59 countries. Respondents 
were asked to prioritize the four great-
est health challenges. Their priorities 
overlapped with the needs presented 
by the respected Lancet Commission 
on Investing in Health. The Lancet re-
port, “Global Health 2035: A World 
Converging within a Generation” pro-
vides the international community in 
general and low- and middle-income 
countries in particular with guidance 
to achieve dramatic health gains with-
in one generation.

Through this new denomination-
al campaign, The United Methodist 

Church can make a significant contri-
bution to global collaborative health 
pledge to save 15 million lives by 
2020. While the exact wording is still 
being developed, “Abundant Health: 
Our Promise to Children” will pro-
pose five promises with the strategic 
goal of reaching one million children 
with lifesaving measures by 2020:

mothers and their children.

promote breastfeeding.

treatment of the killer  
diseases of childhood.

wholeness and increase  
access to treatment.

During the Ebola crisis in West 
Africa, Bishop John Yambasu of 
Sierra Leone confirmed that, with-
out a strong health system, you can-
not deal even with day-to-day, com-
munity-based health needs—much 
less additional epidemic outbreaks. 
All areas of the world need strong 
health systems, so the strengthen-
ing of our clinics and hospitals around 
the world is another area the program 
will address. 

US Health Needs
In addition to the international 
pro gram, we are planning a new 
congregational health initiative 
“Healthy Congregations, Healthy 
Communities” in response to a call 
by the Surgeon General for com-
munity response to the leading 
causes of preventable death in the 
United States. This initiative will be 
introduced at a US Health Summit 
on September 9-10, 2015 a joint 
effort with the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits and 
with Wesley Theological Seminary 
in Washington, DC. This summit 
meeting is being hosted and spon-
sored by the Methodist Medical 
Center and St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church.

The US-based health initiative is 
an addition to our ongoing work in 
disability ministries, ministries with 
the Deaf, and the SPSARV program 
(Special Program on Substance 
Abuse and Related Violence). 

Thomas Kemper serves The United Meth-

odist Church as the General Secretary of 

the General Board of Global Ministries.

GLOBAL HEALTH STAFF

Dr. Olisimbu Ige, Executive Director 
for Global Health

Jennifer Schumacher-Kocik, Interim 
Senior Program Manager

Tatenda Mujeni, Imagine No Malaria

Arthur Mellor, SPSARV director

Juliana Federhoff, executive 
secretary, SPSARV

Patricia Magyar, Domestic Health

Piper Crisovan, Senior Program 
Manager, Maternal-Child Health

Kathleen Griffith, Grant Officer



GLOBAL MINISTRIES’ SCHOLARSHIPS 2015-2016
171 students from 42 countries received scholarships
(63 female, 108 male)

FUNDING
International Leadership Dev. Grants (ILDG) General .............$51,320
ILDG Medical ............................................................................9,600
ILDG Theological.................................................................... 24,870
National Leadership Dev. Grants .............................................13,300
Permanent Funds .................................................................431,200
World Communion ................................................................429,960

TOTAL 2015-2016 ...............................................................$960,250
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DEVELOPING  
CHRISTIAN LEADERS

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT
One way Global Ministries helps 
to develop Christian leaders 
internationally is by providing 
scholarship money for students 
from various countries who seek 
higher education in various fields. 
Scholarship recipients return the 
investment by applying their new 
skills and knowledge to ministries 
within their home churches.

PHOTO: ASIAN RURAL INSTITUTE
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T he Rev. Mario Isla-Romero is 
a young Chilean pastor who 
received an International 

Leadership Development Grant 
to study for a master’s degree in 
Education at La Serena University 
in Chile. Having assumed various 
church responsibilities from an early 
age, Mario found his vocation: con-
tributing to a stronger presence of 
the church in society.

Both Mario and Annie come from 
the Global South—Chile and Peru. 
There is an urgent need to improve 
these countries’ educational sys-
tems, including policy, funding, ac-
cess, and quality.

Annie: Mario, what motivated you 

to study theology?

Mario: I wanted to work with peo-
ple rather than tools and machinery, 
helping them witness to Christian 
love and service throughout their 
lives. Several pastors in my local con-
gregation helped me to see pastoral 
ministry as holistic, transformational, 
and humble service. 

What inspired you to continue 

your training in education?

As a pastor, I teach people every 
day to reflect, judge, and act in ways 
that incarnate the gospel into their 
daily experience, helping them to 
both give and receive God’s offer 
of abundant life. Education is es-
sential for the development of my 

country, Chile, so it must be accessi-
ble and affordable for everyone. We 
Methodists have a strong education-
al tradition that we should continue 
to develop and promote.

Currently, students and teachers 
are staging protests, advocating for 
policies that will create a more equi-
table educational system. Although 

Chile has free public colleges and 
universities, students from private 
secondary schools get the best re-
sults on their college admission tests 
and take most of the available spots. 
Quality education is becoming a busi-
ness in Chile. Only those who can 
pay for a good secondary education 
receive it.

Will your studies help you trans-

form this situation?

The skills I’ve acquired from my stud-
ies will allow me to promote critical, 
reflective, inclusive, and integrated 
training on the part of the Methodist 
Church of Chile. As a member of 
the church’s Christian Education 
and Theological formation minis-
tries, I would like to refresh the ed-
ucational resources that the church 
and its theological seminary use for 
Sunday schools, leadership devel-
opment, and theological education. 
The Methodist schools can be stra-
tegic areas in which to develop pilot 
projects on education reform and 
to sponsor outreach programs that 
reach the students’ families, sharing 
Christian love and the search for jus-
tice under God.

Our Methodist tradition plays an im-
portant role, encouraging us to seek 
social justice, advocate for human 
rights, and uphold human dignity. 

Annie Solis-Escalante serves as a Mis-

sion Intern with the General Board of 

Global Ministries. Her initial placement 

was with the Health and Healing Pro-

gram of the World Council of Churches 

in Geneva, Switzerland. In her current 

assignment with the Methodist Church 

of Peru, she engages in community orga-

nizing and advocates for climate justice. 

Annie received a World Communion In-

ternational Scholarship to complete a 

master’s degree in Social Management 

at Cayetano Heredia University in Peru.

Top left: Annie Solis-Escalante and above, 
Mario Isla-Romero with a family in Chile.
PHOTOS: COURTESY SOLIS-ESCALANTE AND 

ISLA-ROMERO

Strengthening Leaders for  
the Church in Society

an interview with Mario Isla-Romero by Annie Solis-Escalante
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B efore entering seminary, I 
felt very fragmented. I had a 
life as an attorney, but serv-

ing people at the church was my real 
passion. I feel authentic when I’m en-
gaged in ministry. God has given me 
gifts to serve in ministry that far ex-
ceed any gifts I have for the practice 
of law. Ministry is where 
God has been calling me.

 Unlike many of my 
classmates at Duke 
Divinity School, I start-
ed working toward an 
M.Div. degree with-
out having a thought 
about ordination or join-
ing a particular annual 
conference. I wasn’t 
even a Methodist. Now, 
however, I’ve joined 
The United Methodist 
Church and I’m in the 
process of becoming 
an ordained elder in the 
Western North Carolina 
Conference. But first, I 
will work on Ph.D. stud-
ies in South Africa.

 I completed an intern-
ship last summer in Cape Town, South 
Africa, at Central Methodist Mission. 
It was a life-changing experience. The 
isiXhosa people, black Africans indig-
enous to the area, told me “You are 
Xhosa.” Indeed, I was often mistak-
en for Xhosa. Colored people, those 
of mixed ethnicity, said: “You are not 
Xhosa; you are like us, well-educat-
ed.” And then white South Africans 

said: “You’re a Westerner, like us.” 
I found the need to think about my 
identity in ways I had never thought 
about it before.

 In that context, black Africans are 
socially marginalized. As much as I 
enjoyed being mistaken for isiXhosa, 
it was disturbing to feel socially mar-

ginalized; to be denied the automatic 
respect and admiration I had become 
accustomed to as an attorney. God 
really helped me through this. God 
showed me that my identity is not de-
fined by the categories that the world 
invents. It is defined by God, who 
calls me beloved daughter!

 My research will explore the eth-
ics of contemporary war. War today is 

not just weapons and combat. I plan 
to consider the ways that war has 
changed. War, especially in Africa, 
has ecological, economic, and eth-
nic dimensions that are devastat-
ing and prolonged. I am returning to 
study in South Africa because that 
setting lends itself to thinking about 

war. South Africa’s his-
tory as both a former 
colony, and as a for-
mer colonizing nation, 
provides a unique lens 
through which to view 
why and how a State 
engages in contempo-
rary war, and also how 
a state avoids war. I 
hope to apply what I 
learn by helping the 
church think about the 
church’s role and re-
sponse to contempo-
rary conditions of war.

I am moving for-
ward—but not neces-
sarily on a path that is 
chartered.Top left and above, Alease Brown in South Africa and with Joelma, a new 

friend in Cape Town.  PHOTOS: COURTESY ALEASE BROWN

On Paths Unchartered: A World 
Communion National Scholar

by Alease Brown

Alease Brown, who recently earned a 

Master of Divinity degree at Duke Di-

vinity School, has a bachelor’s degree in 

African-American studies from Smith 

College and a law degree from the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania. Born and raised 

on Long Island, New York, Brown has 

applied to become a World Commu-

nion National Scholar at Stellenbosch 

University in Western Cape, South  

Africa, in pursuit of a Ph.D.
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A rlene Vergara Cando, a World 
Communion International 
Scholar, is a faculty mem-

ber of the Southern Philippines 
Methodist Colleges, Inc. (SPMCI), in 
Kidapawan City, Cotabato Province, 
Mindanao, Philippines. She teach-
es Philosophy, Logic, Philippine 
Government and Constitution, and 
Gender Studies and is coordinator 
and research director of the SPMCI 
Radio Ministry. Over the past two 
years, she has completed the aca-
demic requirements for a Master 
of Science degree in Environmental 
Resource Management (MS-ERM) 
at the University of Southeastern 
Philippines (USEP) in Davao City. 

Israel: How has this scholarship 

helped you?

Arlene: It has helped with my stud-
ies, thesis, and field work and should 
also broaden my horizons, field of 

exposure, networks, and partner-
ship opportunities, while enrich-
ing Southern Philippines Methodist 
Colleges as well. I may combine my 
studies and advocacy on gender em-
powerment and environmental pro-
tection, including the preservation 
and development of the rich culture 
and heritage of Mindanao’s indige-
nous people.

What is the objective of your study?

Mindanao, my home, is known as 
the “Land of Promise” because of its 
abundant natural resources. It is also 
home to a significant number of the 
Bangsa-Moro indigenous people.

Today, we are losing our natural re-
sources and are experiencing many 
more natural disasters in Mindanao, 
such as typhoons and flooding. The 
indigenous people are losing their 
lands to big mining corporations, ba-
nana and pineapple plantations, and 
other business interests predomi-
nantly owned by foreign corpora-
tions. The Philippine government’s 
economic programs and policies en-
courage the entry of these foreign 
corporations into Mindanao. 

I believe that the task of envi-
ronmental protection and rehabilita-
tion—the stewardship of creation—
must be done collectively and in an 
intentional way. I can do my share in 
this collective and intentional effort.

 Within my immediate social envi-
ronment, I will be making proposals 
to the SPMCI administration about 

ways to improve, systematize, and 
sustain the efforts and projects al-
ready underway. The current SPMCI 
administration aims to produce stu-
dents (would-be pastors, deacon-
esses, and early-childhood and basic  
education teachers) who have a 
sense of responsibility and love for 
the environment and its inhabitants. 
SPMCI is a partner-member of the 
Network for the Environment, Social 
Justice, and Human Rights, a group 
of various civil society, nongovern-
mental, and local government orga-
nizations and individuals based in the 
province of Cotabato. I can work in 
this and other networks on the stew-
ardship of creation.

I also plan to lead discussions in 
local United Methodist churches on 
various environmental issues to help 
the churches create their own con-
crete and sustained programs on 
the stewardship of creation. I strong-
ly believe that we have to perform 
life-giving and life-nurturing actions 
to restore the dignity, integrity, and 
wholeness of humanity, while also 
restoring the environment and all of 
God’s Creation. 

The Rev. Israel Maestrado Painit, 

a United Methodist pastor, lives in  

Kapalong, Davao del Norte, Philippines, 

with his wife and family. Currently, he 

is an International Leadership Develop-

ment Grant scholar pursuing a Master 

in Public Administration (MPA) degree 

at the University of Southeastern Phil-

ippines (USEP).

Top left: Israel Painit. Above: Arlene Vergara 
Cando.   PHOTOS: COURTESY PAINIT AND CANDO

Working for the  
Stewardship of Creation

an interview with Arlene Vergara Cando by Israel Painit
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I n 2014, I applied for an International 
Leadership Development Grant 
through Global Ministries, with a 

request to study at the Asian Rural 
Institute (ARI) in Japan. I wanted to 
improve my agricultural skills be-
cause I plan to return to Liberia to 
teach improved agricultural methods 
to members of my community. This 
will raise income levels and will im-
prove family nutrition. In particular, I 
seek to empower rural women and 
youth who wish to be involved in the 
development of their communities. 
Having received the grant, I am very 
thankful for God’s blessing. I will con-
tinue to seek God’s guidance at ARI.

I have learned about the dangers 
of chemical pesticides and herbicides 
and how their use affects other forms 
of life. I have also learned about sus-
tainable agriculture and organic farm-
ing—but in a richer environment, look-
ing at the broader concept of natural 
farming and how it fits into a region’s 
ecosystem. I also enjoy the morning 
devotional time—a time of discovery 
about God’s word and about one an-
other’s ideas.

For example, there is plenty of 
food for livestock all around us, but 
in Liberia, we buy livestock food 
from the store. Now I’ve learned 
which local plants contain vitamins, 
minerals, protein, and other nutri-
tional benefits for livestock. Like hu-
mans, animals need food nutrients 
to help maintain good bodily func-
tion. The effects of deficiencies in 
protein, minerals, calcium, salt, or 

vitamins can often be prevented or 
treated in animals.

At ARI, leadership is not just a les-
son or a concept but an everyday 
practice. I am learning to become 
a good community leader, knowl-
edgeable about all aspects of food 
production, farm work, and cook-
ing. Although I had heard about ser-

vant leadership before, I saw it being 
put into practice at ARI. What I have 
learned about leadership will also 
help me in working with my women’s 
organization. Working with women is 
different from doing things for them.

I now know there is an organic 
way to make fertilizer for crops and 
vegetables as well as nutritious food 
for chickens, pigs, and other animals. 
I’ve learned how to prepare the land 

for crops and how to plan the se-
quence of tasks necessary for ef-
ficient farming. There are lots of re-
sources around us that can be used to 
make good compost. I have learned 
these things and more at ARI in just 
the first semester. I express thanks 
again for those who have made my 
studies possible.

Dorothy Lewah Yeanany is a leader of 

United Methodist Women at Christian 

Bible United Methodist Church in Gan-

ta, Nimba County, Liberia. Her academ-

ic and practical studies with the Asian 

Rural Institute in Japan began in April 

2015. She is a recipient of a Global Min-

istries’ International Leadership Devel-

opment Grant for study outside of her 

home country.

Top left: Dorothy Lewah Yeanany. Above: Dorothy leading a group of ARI students in Japan.
PHOTOS: COURTESY ASIAN RURAL INSTITUTE

Learning With the  
Asian Rural Institute

by Dorothy Lewah Yeanany 
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Wesley offers you 

World-class scholars 
who excel in spiritual and 
leadership formation 

Flexible degree program to 
develop your missional and 
entrepreneurial potential  

A Washington, D.C. location 
at the intersection of power 
and poverty, faith and politics

Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu
about ways to customize your  
M.Div. at Wesley to answer God’s  
call on your life.

The newly re-designed Master of Divinity at Wesley will equip 
you for a lifetime of fruitful ministry. Our M.Div. is flexible 
and theologically rich, equipping you to serve a church, the 
chaplaincy or a missional ministry setting. Our specialized 
approach fosters self-motivated, self-directed lifelong learners. 

Be equipped to answer

God’s call on your life.

Wesley Theological Seminary.

washington d.c.

EMMANUEL CHIIMBA is from Zimbabwe. After 

16 years of work for the Ministry of Education, 

he left his career as an educator to join the team 

at Home of Hope, a United Methodist orphanage, 

where he works as an administrator. Emmanuel 

hopes to teach the skills he learned at ARI to the children at the 

Home of Hope orphanage so that they will “be empowered to 

uplift themselves through agro-based programs.”

SOLOMON KODUAH, from Ghana, first entered 

into the field of agriculture through UMCOR’s 

Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development 

training, in partnership with the Methodist 

Church of Ghana. Since his training, Solomon has 

worked as a beekeeping trainer and a para-vet in the Jeduako 

Community, a Ghanaian farming community of about 3,500 peo-

ple. He plans to utilize the new ARI techniques to support com-

munity agricultural projects with the people of his community, 

“regardless of denomination, race, tribe or ethnic group.”

FRED KUGONZA is Ugandan and comes to ARI 

from Sustainable Action for Rural Sector, an 

organization focusing on rural development in 

eight of Uganda’s sub-counties. As a Volunteer 

Field Officer, Kugonza plans to learn sustainable 

agriculture, food processing, and marketing. This will “enhance 

the capacity of the local community to eradicate poverty through 

sustainable farming practices and marketing.”

KOR THAO, a rural farmer from Laos, is a certified pastor of the 

Lao Samphan Methodist Church of the Laos Mission Initiative 

of Global Ministries. He hopes to use his training at ARI to 

start an agricultural ministry to support local congregations 

in ministry and community development. Thao, who helps  

to coordinate Pastors Training in Laos, “would like to learn to 

help the rural leaders understand more about Christian faith 

and community leadership.” 

Joining Dorothy at ARI this year are four other  
Global Ministries-funded students from different  
countries in Africa and Asia.

PHOTOS: COURTESY ASIAN RURAL INSTITUTE
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The General Board of Global M
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W
orking Toward M

ission Goals
from

 B
. B

arte, U
nited M

ethodist m
issionary serving w

ith her husband, E
. B

arte, in Laos.

Early this year, the R
ev. M

yungim
 Kim

 visited Laos to m
eet w

ith us for vision 
planning. A

fter this energizing collaboration, the Lao Sam
phan M

ethodist 
C

hurch (LSM
C

) C
ouncil held com

m
ittee m

eetings to figure out how
 to carry 

out our w
ork to m

eet the goals for our different areas of m
inistry. The LSM

C
 

is zealously w
orking tow

ard the realization of our vision, m
ission, and goals 

one step at a tim
e. The vision of the LSM

C
 is: “W

e are a fruitful, loving 
church of Jesus C

hrist, as salt of the w
orld.” This year, w

e focused on lead-
ership developm

ent and spiritual nurture, and w
e held various events.

B
asic pastors’ training w

as held in M
arch. To begin ordaining pastors 

for the Lao church in 2016 and 2017, 27 lay pastors also com
pleted the 

Lay P
astors’ C

ourse of S
tudy in A

pril. This im
portant part of the clergy cre-

dentialing process w
as conducted by the H

m
ong association in the U

nited 
S

tates, led by the R
ev. Tsuchue Vang, 

form
er m

issionary in Laos, and sev-
eral other pastors. 

A
 W

om
en and H

ealth training w
as 

held in Vientiane Province in A
pril. 

B
oth m

en and w
om

en church leaders 
participated.

The C
hildren and C

hristian E
duca-

tion com
m

ittees prepared a chil-
dren’s 

fellow
ship 

plan 
in 

Luang  
P

rabang to celebrate C
hildren’s D

ay on June 1, 2015. D
uring the children’s 

events, facilitators used puppets to dram
atize B

ible stories, children played 
gam

es, and the LS
M

C
 distributed school supplies to the children.

In M
arch, Laos pastor P. Kor Thao left for Japan to participate in a 10-

m
onth R

ural leadership D
evelopm

ent Training in the A
sia R

ural Institute in 
Japan. W

e are excited for his training and look forw
ard to his return. H

e w
ill 

have m
uch to share. (See bio on p. 44.)

Hunger Strike for Education
from

 L
iz an

d E
ric S

oard, U
n

ited M
eth

odist m
ission

aries servin
g in

 Tan
zan

ia.

I have never underestim
ated a gifted teacher, and w

hile Liz and I view
 

S
arah as a daughter, I only hope that som

eday I can teach as w
ell as she 

does. S
arah S

abal is our teacher at the E
m

m
anuel N

ursery S
chool that w

as 
started in G

am
asara U

M
C

 in January of this year.
E

m
m

anuel C
enter w

as started because of the harsh conditions faced 
by children in G

am
asara and the desire of the church to be a light in this 

village. W
hile w

e know
 change needs to happen on m

ultiple levels, w
e 

especially w
anted to see a safe place for children to gather and learn to 

sing, play, be loved, and of course, just learn. S
arah is a gift to the school 

that has m
ade all of that possible.

It has been am
az-

ing 
to 

see 
S

arah 
succeed in a setting 
that 

I 
think 

w
ould 

b
e

 
d

isco
u

rag
in

g 
for m

ost teachers, 
having 

only 
som

e 
chairs 

and 
bench-

es to w
rite on and 

a hom
em

ade black 
board. Last m

onth, 
w

e 
lost 

the 
store 

room
 

because 
the 

roof blew
 off. Yet, 

S
arah continues to 

see progress in her 
students and is al-

w
ays up for teaching those around her. S

he is currently training a teach-
er’s assistant in addition to running a full classroom

. I think the m
ost 

m
oving testim

ony though cam
e from

 a little girl w
hose parents tried to 

tell her that she could not go to school anym
ore. The little girl w

ent on 
a hunger strike until her parents let her return to school (luckily, it didn’t 
take too long). A

 six-year-old staging a hunger strike so that she can go 
to school! I can think of no higher praise for the am

azing w
ork going on 

at E
m

m
anuel N

ursery S
chool.

A
 M

ethodist church in Lao
s.

PH
O

TO
: B

. B
A

RT
E

Elizabeth Soard (C
enter) w

ith founding m
em

bers of Em
m

anuel  
C

enter for W
om

en and C
hildren in Tanzania.  PH

O
TO

: E
R

IC
 S

O
A

R
D



46  NEWWORLDOUTLOOK.ORG

Th
e 

Po
we

r o
f S

ta
nd

in
g 

To
ge

th
er

O
lg

a 
K

an
ga

j,
 f

ro
m

 L
ik

as
i,

 D
R

 C
on

go
, 

is
 a

 G
lo

ba
l 

M
is

si
on

 F
el

lo
w

 s
er

vi
n

g 
as

 a
n

 

in
te

rn
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
P

ro
gr

am
 o

n
 W

om
en

 i
n

 C
h

u
rc

h
 a

n
d 

S
oc

ie
ty

 a
t 

th
e 

W
or

ld
 C

ou
n

ci
l 

of
 C

h
u

rc
h

es
 i

n
 G

en
ev

a,
 S

w
it

ze
rl

an
d.

 T
h

is
 b

lo
g 

or
ig

in
al

ly
 a

pp
ea

re
d 

in
 T

h
e 

B
oo

k 
of

 

Fe
llo

w
s.

 (
h

tt
ps

:/
/

th
eb

oo
ko

ff
el

lo
w

s.
w

or
dp

re
ss

.c
om

/
) 

Jo
ur

ne
y:

 T
he

 a
ct

 o
f t

ra
ve

lin
g 

fr
om

 o
ne

 p
la

ce
 to

 a
no

th
er

.
Li

fe
 is

 a
 jo

ur
ne

y,
 t

ra
ve

lin
g 

fr
om

 o
ne

 d
ay

 t
o 

an
ot

he
r, 

fr
om

 o
ne

 p
la

ce
 t

o 
an

ot
he

r, 
fr

om
 o

ne
 s

ta
tu

s 
to

 a
no

th
er

, 
fr

om
 o

ne
 a

tt
itu

de
 t

o 
an

ot
he

r. 
W

e 
ch

oo
se

 h
ow

 e
nj

oy
ab

le
 w

e 
w

an
t 

ou
r 

jo
ur

ne
y 

to
 b

e 
an

d 
w

ha
t 

in
sp

ira
tio

n 
w

e 
w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
e 

m
ee

t 
to

 t
ak

e 
fr

om
 u

s.
 Y

et
, s

om
e 

pe
op

le
 in

 
th

is
 w

or
ld

 h
av

e 
no

 c
ho

ic
es

. W
ha

t 
do

 w
e 

do
 o

n 
ou

r 
jo

ur
ne

y 
w

he
n 

w
e 

se
e 

so
m

eo
ne

 w
ho

 c
an

 n
o 

lo
ng

er
 c

on
tin

ue
 o

n 
hi

s 
or

 h
er

 jo
ur

ne
y?

 D
o 

w
e 

pa
ss

 
by

 o
n 

th
e 

ot
he

r 
si

de
, l

ik
e 

th
e 

pr
ie

st
 o

r 
th

e 
Le

vi
te

, o
r 

do
 w

e 
ch

oo
se

 t
o 

be
 

th
e 

G
oo

d 
S

am
ar

ita
n?

 W
e 

ar
e 

al
l o

n 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

jo
ur

ne
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

lif
e—

ou
r 

m
ot

iv
es

 m
ay

 b
e 

di
ff

er
en

t,
 b

ut
 o

ur
 p

ur
po

se
 is

 t
he

 s
am

e.
W

e 
sh

ou
ld

 fl
oc

k 
to

ge
th

er
, 

lik
e 

bi
rd

s.
 W

e 
ca

nn
ot

 m
ak

e 
it 

al
on

e.
 I

f 
w

e 
st

an
d 

to
ge

th
er

 a
s 

a 
te

am
, 

w
e 

ca
n 

as
si

st
 o

ne
 a

no
th

er
; 

w
e 

ca
n 

ho
ld

 o
ne

 
an

ot
he

r’s
 h

an
d.

 W
e 

of
te

n 
lo

se
 h

op
e 

w
he

n 
w

e 
fa

ll,
 o

r 
w

he
n 

th
e 

ro
ad

 b
e-

co
m

es
 d

ar
ke

r. 
B

ut
 w

ith
 a

 c
om

pa
ni

on
 b

y 
ou

r 
si

de
—

so
m

eo
ne

 w
e 

ca
n 

re
ly

 
on

—
w

e 
be

co
m

e 
st

ro
ng

er
. A

 c
om

pa
ni

on
 c

an
 g

iv
e 

us
 th

e 
co

ur
ag

e 
to

 s
ta

nd
 

up
 a

nd
 c

on
tin

ue
 o

ur
 jo

ur
ne

y.
 W

e 
m

ov
e 

to
w

ar
d 

pe
ac

e 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
be

ca
us

e 
w

e 
ne

ed
 o

ne
 a

no
th

er
. 

W
he

n 
on

e 
m

em
be

r 
of

 t
he

 b
od

y 
su

ff
er

s,
 

th
e 

w
ho

le
 b

od
y 

is
 a

ff
ec

te
d.

To
da

y,
 s

o 
m

an
y 

ar
e 

le
ft

 b
eh

in
d,

 li
vi

ng
 in

 c
ha

os
 a

nd
 b

et
ra

ya
l, 

liv
in

g 
in

 
ha

rd
sh

ip
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
un

ju
st

 a
nd

 u
nf

ai
r 

sy
st

em
s.

 P
eo

pl
e 

do
 n

ot
 r

es
pe

ct
 

ev
er

y 
pe

rs
on

’s
 r

ig
ht

 t
o 

liv
e 

as
 a

 f
re

e 
hu

m
an

 b
ei

ng
. S

o 
m

an
y 

w
om

en
 a

nd
 

gi
rls

 a
re

 v
io

la
te

d,
 li

vi
ng

 in
 to

ta
l d

es
pa

ir.
 W

hy
 d

o 
w

e 
ke

ep
 o

n 
m

ov
in

g 
w

he
n 

ou
r 

tr
av

el
 c

om
pa

ni
on

s 
ar

e 
do

w
n?

 Is
 t

hi
s 

a 
ra

ce
 o

r 
a 

jo
ur

ne
y?

 It
 is

 t
im

e 
to

 
st

op
 a

t 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

po
in

t 
w

e 
ar

e 
to

da
y,

 lo
ok

 b
ac

k,
 a

nd
 s

ea
rc

h 
fo

r 
th

os
e 

w
e 

le
ft

 b
eh

in
d.

 I
t 

is
 t

im
e 

to
 g

iv
e 

a 
ha

nd
 o

f 
ho

pe
 t

o 
th

os
e 

w
om

en
 a

nd
 g

irl
s 

w
ho

 li
ve

 in
 f

ea
r. 

It
 is

 t
im

e 
to

 le
t 

th
em

 k
no

w
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
lo

ne
—

th
ey

 
ha

ve
 c

om
pa

ni
on

s 
w

ho
 c

ar
e 

ab
ou

t 
th

em
—

co
m

pa
ni

on
s 

w
ho

 c
ar

e 
ab

ou
t 

th
ei

r 
rig

ht
 t

o 
a 

fa
ir 

an
d 

ju
st

 jo
ur

ne
y 

on
 t

hi
s 

ea
rt

h.
W

he
re

 is
 t

he
 lo

ve
 J

es
us

 a
sk

ed
 u

s 
to

 s
ha

re
 w

ith
 o

ur
 n

ei
gh

bo
rs

? 
H

ow
 

ca
n 

w
e 

sa
y 

w
e 

lo
ve

 G
od

 w
he

n 
w

e 
re

m
ai

n 
si

le
nt

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 s

uf
fe

rin
g 

of
 

vi
ct

im
s 

of
 v

io
le

nc
e 

an
d 

ra
pe

? 
D

o 
w

e 
ca

re
 o

nl
y 

ab
ou

t o
ur

 o
w

n 
sa

fe
ty

? 
It

 is
 

tim
e 

to
 b

rin
g 

ju
st

ic
e,

 t
o 

st
an

d 
in

 s
ol

id
ar

ity
 w

ith
 t

ho
se

 w
ho

 a
re

 d
ow

n,
 f

or
 

w
e 

ar
e 

st
ro

ng
er

 w
he

n 
w

e 
al

l s
ta

nd
 t

og
et

he
r.

Ye
s,

 t
og

et
he

r 
w

e 
ca

n.

O
lg

a 
K

an
ga

j s
ta

nd
s 

in
 fr

on
t 

of
 t

he
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l P

ro
te

st
an

t 
C

hu
rc

h 
in

 K
in

sh
as

a,
 D

R
 C

on
go

. 
PH

O
TO

: C
O

U
RT

ES
Y

 O
LG

A
 K

A
N

G
A

J

O
lg

a 
K

an
ga

j—
so

m
ew

he
re

 in
 t

hi
s 

gr
ou

p 
fr

om
 t

he
 P

ro
gr

am
 o

n 
W

om
en

 in
 C

hu
rc

h 
an

d 
So

ci
et

y,
 

W
or

ld
 C

ou
nc

il 
of

 C
hu

rc
he

s,
 G

en
ev

a.
  P

H
O

TO
: C

O
U

RT
ES

Y
 O

LG
A

 K
A

N
G

A
J



P

eople often ask me, “Isn’t the first 
goal of mission—making disciples—
the most important?” I respond that 
the four goals of Global Ministries are 

related in importance as expressions of the 
mission God has given to the church. The four 
form a holistic tapestry of mission intention. 

 Disciple-making takes various forms. It may 
happen through witness by word—telling the 
good news of God’s love in Jesus through 
sermon or song. Witness can also happen 
through deeds, acts of compassion, or even a 
caring presence in circumstances that do not 
permit overt Christian witness. There is truth in 
the admonition attributed to St. Francis of Assisi: 
“Preach the gospel always and, when necessary, 
use words.”

 Working to create and support vital 
congregations and caring communities, goal 
two, helps to forge and maintain discipleship. 
Alleviating human suffering—goal three, and 
seeking justice, freedom, and peace—goal 
four, are means of making disciples. At the 
same time, being a disciple necessarily means 
alleviating needs; promoting justice, freedom, 
and peace; and strengthening the church. The 
four collectively express the Wesleyan emphasis 
on personal and social holiness—mutual aspects 
of mission and discipleship that cannot be divided.

 Some of the United Methodist global mission 
initiatives that have emerged over the last quarter 
century began through sharing the Word; others 
through service ministries. In Laos, for example, 
the gospel was introduced through Bible study 
in small groups in homes. It wasn’t long before 
congregations worked together to provide job 
training opportunities to alleviate economic need. 
By contrast, in Mongolia an important witness 
was through a hospice for the poor and dying. In 
a short time, family members began to gather to 

learn about, then to share, the faith of those who 
ministered to their loved ones.

 Mission to alleviate suffering and to bring about 
peace and justice must be offered regardless of 
church participation. Disaster relief, community 
development, health ministries, and the 
promotion of human rights make no distinctions 
as to religious affiliation, nationality, ethnicity, 
gender, or sexual orientation. The objectives are 
to give evidence to God’s love for all, to indicate 
that the church, as the instrument of divine grace, 
cares about the entire human family.

 Alleviation of human suffering is more 
than humanitarian service. There is a spiritual 
motivation based in our faith that God offers 
healing whenever humanity is broken, stricken, 
and in pain. Our global health ministries have 
much in common with modern public health 
and medical science, yet our concern is not 
only for prevention and cure of disease but also 
for inclusive healing—spiritual, emotional, and 
physical—for full and abundant life, to which 
Jesus points in John 10.

 The four goals hold together in theology 
and practice. They adhere in importance, going 
together as surely as do the Beatitudes in the 
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5. You can no 
more separate sorrow, humility,  righteousness, 
mercy, purity of heart, peacemaking, and self-
sacrifice than you can the desire in mission to 
share the Gospel, renew congregations and 
communities, alleviate suffering, and seek justice, 
freedom, and peace.

Thomas G. Kemper
General Secretary
The General Board of Global Ministies

From the 
General Secretary

by Thomas Kemper

The Four Mission Goals: Related in Importance

Mother and children in Laos.
PHOTO: B. BARTE
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