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SPREADING THE GOSPEL 

esus was a migrant. His journeys started even before he was born. We 

picture his very pregnant mother traveling on a donkey with Joseph on 

foot, leading the way to Bethlehem. Before he reached the age of two, Je

sus' small family had already left the country of his birth to travel to Egypt to 

escape Herod's insanity-the killing of all the Hebrew infants in Bethlehem 

under the age of two. 

After Herod's death, Joseph brings his family back to Israel, but not to 

Bethlehem, where Herod's son still ruled over Judea. Instead, they settled in 

Galilee, in the town of Nazareth. But all of the aforementioned migration is 

just the beginning of Jesus' travels . 

If we map Jesus' journeys through the gospels, we find him all over the 

countryside, as well as in the cities, out on the Sea of Galilee, in the River 

Jordan, and in the Judean desert . He is frequently in Capernaum, but also 

in Bethesda, and Gadarene, and Nairn, on the plain of Gennesaret, in Tyre, 

and Sidon, in Caesarea Philippi, back to Galilee, across the River Jordan into 

modern-day Jordan, and back to Jerusalem. All this migration was under

taken in a time when most people traveled by foot. When Jesus said to his 

disciples in Matthew 16: 24, "If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me," he wasn't kidding . 

The disciples had to literally follow him over hill and dale, across the water, 

and into and out of many towns and villages. Jesus led a nomadic life style, 

but he wasn't following the herds or migratory wild animals-he was spread
ing the gospel. 

When people migrate, they take their religion with them. This is how the 

gospel reached Europe from the Middle East and how it reached the Ameri

cas from Europe. Migration is the chief way in which the gospel is spread, 

even today, with our social media and technological connections. Today, this 

2000-year-old religion of Christianity has traveled around the world with the 

migration uf millions of people, and it is revisiting its old routes-same plac
es, different messengers. 

At the World Council of Churches Commission on Evangelism meeting in 

December 2011, the Rev. Dr Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu, the former principal 

of Trinity Theological Seminary in Accra, Ghana, said that the field of mission is 

changing. "African immigrants in Europe," he said, "are often accused of be

ing a social problem. Christian immigrants from Africa see themselves as part 

of a solution . They believe they are on a mission to bring Europe back to God." 

This issue of New World Outlook considers a few migratory journeys of 

the people ca lled United Methodist. No matter who is traveling, or who is 

providing hospitality, it is clear that God loves the sojourner. As Hebrews 

13:2 reminds us, by showing hospitality to strangers, some have entertained 

angels without knowing it. In addition, some have entertained the next gen

eration of missionaries called to spread the gospel without knowing it. 

Christie R. House 

March-April 2012 edition 

Dear Editor: 

I am writing about the arti 

cle in the March-April 2012 editior 

on the church in Tanzania and th( 

work of The United Methodis 

Church in that country. 

The first missionary and th( 

founder of The United Methodis 

Church in Tanzania was the Rev 

Muyombi Kapanda in 1989. Afte 

all the hard work of Rev. Muyom 

bi Kapanda, then came the Kas 

wekas, husband and wife; Lowel 

Wertz, a US missionary; the Kaza 

dis, husband and wife; and finally 

Mutwale and Alphonsine anc 

Umba and Ngoy Kalangwa, arriv 

ing in 1992. 

I am the son of the founder 

Muyombi Kapanda, and I currentl) 

serve as the leader of the youH 

in Tanzan ia . 

Please let the truth be known 
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Nho have served there since 1992. 
• rhe intention was not to write a his

'ory of mission work in Tanzania. All 
Jf the early missionaries would be 
-::onsidered pioneers (in the English 
]efinition); only the first would be 
-::onsidered the founder. 

We welcome additional informa
tion on the history of the church in 
Tanzania. We can always follow up 
with another story. May God bless the 
work of Mwenge Muyombi with the 
youth and their leaders in Tanzania. 

May-June 2012 edition 

Dear Editor: 
I want to commend the Glob

al Ministries and New World Outlook 

in particular for the decision to focus 
the Mission Study on Global Poverty. 
As a former missionary, I found the 
May-June 2012 edition on poverty a 
compelling affirmation of both need 
and response. Poverty is studied and 
discussed far too little, especially in 
the United States and especially in 
the context of the presidential cam
paign . The touchstone for the mes
saging by our politicians is a concern 
for the " middle class." w ith scant 
reference to the scandal of home
grown poverty that afflicts almost 
half of the population . New data from 
the Census Bureau shows poverty at 
an all-time high, with 48 percent de
fined as either poor or low income. 
This is the church's business-it is 
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God's business . Theologically we believe-and John Wesley has taught 
us-that an encounter with the poor is transformative; that it contains sal
vific properties. and that it helps provide markers in our journey for discov
ery of ultimate truth . 

Grasping the perspective of the poor is determinative for discourse 
about God and God's revelation . The narrative of the poor embodies ulti
mate truth about the destiny of God's plan for humanity. The excluded and 
the marginalized become the starting point for a fuller understanding of 
the way God expresses God's self in history. 

Attention to the poor offers a pathway in our journey toward God. Em
powered by the discernment of God 's presence in an encounter with the 
poor, we are better able to perceive the fraud, deception, and the hustle of 
the world. Serving the poor helps expose the deceits of life-consumer
ism, status. wealth, discrimination, injustice. As the Peruvian theologian 
Gustavo Gutierrez points out. Christ became poor out of solidarity with 
the poor, and that this divinely inspired incarnational act had the purpose 
of redeeming humankind. Christ enriched us (and ultimately offered the 
promise of salvation) with his poverty. God's love for us compels us to love 
God in return by ministering to God's people. 

As our church engages wi th the poor in service and in its prophetic call 
for economic justice, the church becomes. in Wesley's words, a "means 
of grace." My thanks to the New World Outlook for helping us keep front 
and center in our prayer life and in our practice the plight of the poor. 

Joe Eldridge 
University Chaplain, American University 

Wash ington, DC 

Dear Editor: 
In reading " Letters from Readers " in the May-June 2012 issue 

of New World Outlook, I saw a letter from Deborah Schoenfelder asking 
about New World Outlook in large print. 

A large print New World Outlook would be beneficial to at least half of 
the membership in our United Methodist Women group. There are several 
of us that have visual problems and find it diff icult to read regular print. 

Thank you for considering the possibil ity. 

Sue Alderman 
Lyons, Kansas 

• 



by Christie R. House 

rlinda Munoz was living 

in a rural area of Peru 
when armed combat

ants and the country's 
military forced her and 

her family to flee. Desperately mi
grating to Peru 's capital city, Lima, 

they found the living conditions 
there unbearable. But they could not 

return home because to do so was 
too dangerous. 

"We w ere living 10 people on top 

of each other," Munoz explained, 

"all in a small home. Our children 

were not allowed in the schools, and 

we could not find work." 

A fam ily displaced by war in the Darfu r region of Sudan eat a meal in the 

Goz Arner refugee camp, Eastern Chad. PHOTO : PAUL JEFFREY 

Munoz spoke about this experience 

during an event called "Why Women 

Must Leave Home," sponsored in part 
by United Methodist Women .* The 

event was held in tandem with the 
2012 meeting of the Commission on 

the Status of Women (CSW) . The 2012 
CSW 56 (the 56th annual meeting of 

this commission) focused on the con
cerns of rural women worldwide. 

In an interactive workshop at CSW 

56, Munoz was one of many participat
ing women who had had to migrate in

voluntarily. In Lima, she began to or

ganize with other migrant women to 

address some of the obstacles that 

were preventing them from access
ing city services. The women were 

also pressing for a resolution to the 

unjust confiscation of their land in the 
rural villages they had left. But instead 

of resolving these injustices, Munoz's 

efforts to defend the rights of rural Pe
ruvian women only created more prob

lems for her and her family. She found 
herself in direct opposition to some 

pow erful political forces in Peru. Given 
the fact that her family could neither re

turn home nor remain in Lima, Munoz 

fi led for refugee status . Eventually, she 
and her family were resettled in Nor

way through the United Nations. 
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VE: A newly arrived Somali girl watches 

ugh a fence at activities inside the reception 

.er of the Dagahaley refugee camp, part of 

uadaab refugee complex in northeastern 

~a . RIGHT: Maria Isabel Perez waters plants in 

.han, an ind igenous community in Nahuizalco, 

senate, EL Salvador, where villagers have 

:ht a political and Legal struggle to protect 

~ r resources . PHOTOS: PAUL JEFFREY 

"It wasn't my plan to leave my 
home country in the first place," 
Munoz pointed out. " I did not speak 
Norwegian." But once she was reset
tled in Norway, she discovered other 
women in the same situation-refu
gees from all kinds of political situa
tions, coming from all over the world . 
So she resumed her work for human 
rights where she was . 

Today, as a manager for Norwegian 
People 's Aid, she meets on a regular · 
basis with more than 150 women . 
They are refugees, as she was; and, 
like her, they have taken up residence 
in a country whose language they 
must learn to speak. Munoz is help
ing these women fight for their rights 
and find help. 

Who Migrates and Why 
The participants in the CSW 56 work
shop broke into small groups to dis
cuss the " push factors " that cause 
rural women to leave home and mi

confl ict and mil itarism . economic 
hardship, climate change (leading to 
drought and famine), loss of land, nat
ural disaster, and lack of health care 
and educational opportunities . A US 
woman in one of the groups report
ed that she had lived in West Africa 
for 22 years-first in Cote d' Ivoire and 
then in Burkina Faso. She thought 
that what pushed most rural w omen 
to migrate was simply a will to sur
vive . "Often war pushes people," 
she said. "They don 't want to mi
grate-but in refugee camps, you see 
amazing women who are masters of 
survival. It is sad, but not pathetic. 
They are strong and w ise ." 

Examples were given concerning 
climate change as a push factor for 
migration . In one group, women from 
Sudan said their land suffered from 

grate to other countries or regions. Erlinda Munoz, a manager for Norwegian 

Many such factors we re cited : People's Aid . PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

desertification-drought turn ing once 
fertile soil into sand . A woman from 
Bangladesh in that same group re
ported that soil erosion in her home
land stemmed from the opposite 
cause-constant f looding . 

Economic needs were ra ised as 
a push factor in many workshop 
groups . Different schemes surfaced 
in wh ich rural famil ies sent their 
young women away to work so that 
they cou ld send money back home 
to the family. In Bang ladesh . young 
men from the city will befriend 
young rural women to get them into 
the city and then into human traffick
ing . Women from Indonesia and the 
Philippines said many of their young 
women end up working in the Mid
dle East as domestic servants. A 
South Korean woman recalled a fam
ily that sent their daughter to the city 
to be a domestic worker. The wages 
she sent home were used to put her 
brothers through school. One of the 
participants worked with women in 
Sri Lanka who were sent off to work 
in the tea plantations-only to find, 
when they returned home, that their 
husbands had used the ir w ages to 
secure other wives . 

Lack of infrastructure that wou ld 
provide access to clean water. elec
tricity, health-care facilities , and ed
ucation for girls were factors cited 
by women who had migrated from 
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Nigeria and India . War was the main 
reason people in the workshop had 
em igrated from Kosovo. 

Giltena Duda and her husband lsmet Saba naj , Roma 

refugees from Kosovo with three of their six child re n, 

Live in the Zemun Polje Roma ne igh bo rhood of 

Belgrade, Serbia. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

by Marta Benavides 

Focus on Migration 

Each year, the United Nations Devel
opment Programme (UNDP) produc
es a human development report, in
cluding a vast amount of information 
collected on the world's people. The 
2009 Human Development Report 

focused on the theme of 
world migration. It pro
vides a more comprehen
sive picture of who mi
grates in the world than 
was available before. 

Typically, US residents 

migrating populations in the world 
never cross a national border. The 
2009 development report estimated 
that there were 740 mi ll ion internal 

migrants in the world- nearly four 
t imes as many as those who leave 
their own countries. Of those who do 
cross national borders, only about a 
third, or 70 million people, move from 
a developing country to a developed 
country. In fact, most of the world 's 
200 million international migrants 
are making lateral moves-from one 
developed region of the world to an-

tend to believe that most other, or from one developing region 
people w ho migrate are to another. 
moving from less devel- Those who migrate to other coun-
oped countries to more 
developed ones-es
pecially, to the Un ited 
States . Yet. contrary 
to popular belief, most 

tries as refugees to escape confl ict or 
military action make up about 14 per
cent of the world 's migrants. Most of 
them actually remain near their home 
country, in camps on or just across 

G 
" low-intensity war, " we can tell you that there is no such 
th ing as a low-intensity war. War is very hard, intense, and 
hot. They were bombarding us and killing a lot of people. 
Yet. in the US they said we were economic refugees, but 
we were running away from war. 

The Rev. Marta Benavides of El Salvador summarized the 

proceedings of the "Why Women Must Leave Home" work

shop.This art1c1e 1s an edited version of her live presentation. 

So people migrate because they must, and women 
end up having to migrate, in most countries, w ithin their 
national borders . A lot of people have to migrate from the 
countryside. This year the Commission on the Status of 
Vomen is focusing on rural women . In El Salvador, the 

women have to run into the city and live in very small 
spaces just to survive. People here said that women had 
to leave their homes because of the lack of jobs, a lack of 
opportunity, or because of the climate, when the earth will 
not produce food . Those are all push factors . 

T he name of the workshop and the nature of what 
we discussed today was why women MUST
that's the word we were using-MUST migrate. 

Most people don 't migrate because they choose to, with 
very few exceptions. Even when people think they chose 
to migrate, they actually moved because they didn 't feel 
that they were doing their best where they were. They 
were trying to do better for themselves or their fam ilies. 

It is really, really hard to have to leave home. Many 
of us have suffered-and I say suffere~in exile. If you 
end up having to leave your country because of con

fl ict. like many of us in Central America, or because of 
a coup d'etat, then you are real ly in exi le . We were run
ning away from a war-and even though they called it a 

Marta Benavides of EL Salvador. 

PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 
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the border- waiting for a t ime w hen 
they can return . Only about half a mil
lion refugees are able to seek asylum 
in North America or Europe. The ma
jority of migrants displaced by con

flict, totaling about 26 million annual
ly, rema in within the borders of their 
home cou ntries. 

The 2009 report suggests that 
the majority of people who migrate 

Girls car rying younger si blings 

wa lk t hrough a ca mp fo r 

inte rnally displace d pe rsons in 

no rthern Uganda. PH OTO : PAU L 

JEFFREY 

internationa lly are satis
fi ed w ith their moves. 
Typically, they find em
ployment that provides 
them w ith a higher in
come, have better ac
cess to hea lth care and 
education, and, generally, 
create a better future for 

thei r ch ildren than they would have 
been able to do in thei r home coun
tries . Migrants w ho resettl e are more 
li kely than loca l res idents to join civic 
groups, unions, and relig ious organi
zations . Yet the poorest people in the 
w orld-those w ho would have the 
most to gain by migrating-are the 
least li kely to move . They lack the re
sources to do so. 
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Thus, in analyzing its research
and from the perspective of en
cou raging human development
the UNDP suggests that la rge gains 
wou ld be made by lowering the bar
riers to migration and improving the 
t reatment of migrants . 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook magazine. 

*Additional sponsors for the " Why Women 

Must Leave Home " workshop were as fol

lows: the National Network for Immigrant and 

Refugee Rights; the Migrant Forum Asia; Mi

grants Rights International; the People 's Global 

Action on Migration, Development, and Hu

man Rights; the Women 's Caucus of the NGO 

Committee on Migration; the International 

Trade Union Confederation; the Platform for 

International Cooperation on Undocumented 

M igrants; Public Services International; and 

the Feminist Taskforce of the Global Campaign 

Against Poverty. 

But what is the rea l push factor? We must migrate be
cause we live in a world that prioritizes making money 
over caring for people and taking care of the planet. Actu
ally, the priority is making money for about 1 percent of 
the people, not the other 99 percent. In Spain, this 99 per
cent call themselves indignados-they have a fee ling of 

The people of the world are paying for the 1 percent. 

indignity and so they are very angry. 
In my country, they are cal ling them
selves the [a w ord not used in polite 
company, in either Spanish or Eng
lish] because they are very angry; but 
we are not going to solve the issue 
with anger. We are going to solve the 
issue by understanding w hy w e have 

Tru ly, the people in the so-called "third world" are very 
poor- really suffering from hunger. Yet our fields are pro
ducing corn for ethanol, so that people in the United States 
can still drive their two cars. We must put people and the 
planet before profits ! 

The United Nations is an instru
ment, and I am greatly concerned that 
we are not using this instrument for 
the good of humankind and the plan
et. We've got to take ownership of the 
United Nations. And when we come 
here, we come to work and we come 

an issue. We can talk about how we The Memorial Wall located in Cuscatlan Park 

to figure out how to take ownership. 
I do hope that we understand-this 
system of impoverishment is at least 
500 years old. It has been going on 

are going to erad icate poverty-that in San Salvador, bearing the names of some 

is the number 1 M illennium Develop- 25,000 civilians killed during El Salvador 's long 
civil war. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

ment Goal. But instead, people say: 
"You cannot eradicate poverty." For certain we cannot-if 

we don 't decide to. 
When people say they are tal king to the government 

they are actua lly tal king to government employees . Even 
the president of thi s country is an employee of the people 
here . Do you employ people and let them do w hatever 
they want? No! So we have to govern. We, the people, 
have to exercise good governance, and we have to do it 
intentionally, and we have to understand discipline. 

since Columbus got lost. He got 
lost and Europe f igured out how to take other people's 
resources. 

I am asking us to do our homework. 
sweep. We have to change the MUST. 

Get the broom and 

The Rev. Marta Benavides serves as the global co-chair of Glob
al Call to Action Against Poverty and as director of Servicios 
Ecumenicos Para Reconstruccion y Reconciliation in El Salva
dor_(GCAP/ SERR). 



Nearly half of the world's migrants are Christian , 

and more than a quarter are Muslim. 

A
new study has been done by the Pew Research Center's Forum 

on Religion & Public Life. Entitled Faith on the Move: The Religious 
Affiliation of International Migrants, the Pew Forum report found 

that Christ ians comprise nearly half-an estimated 106 million, or 

49 percent-of the world's 214 million international migrants. 

According to the study, Muslims make up the second-largest group of mi

grants-almost 60 million, or 27 percent. The remaining 24 percent includes 

Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, adherents of other faiths, and the religiously unaffili

ated (those who identify as atheists or agnostics or who say that they ascribe 

to no particular religious beliefs) . 

In some respects, the religious affiliation of migrants mirrors the religious 

composition of the world's population. For example, Christians and Muslims 

are the two largest religious groups among migrants as well as the two larg

est religious groups in general. However, Christians make up a much greater 

share of migrants (about one-in-two) than their share of the world 's general 

population (nearly one-in-three). Muslims also are somewhat overrepresented 

among migrants, though not by as large a margin . They make up only a slightly 

higher share of migrants (27 percent) than of the world's population (23 per

cent). On the other hand, some religious groups are underrepresented among 

migrants. Hindus, for example, com

pose about 5 percent of international 

migrants but 10 to 15 percent of the 

global population. 

In percentage terms, Jews have 

by far the highest level of migration. 

About one-quarter of the Jewish peo

ple alive today (25 percent) have left 

the country in which they were born 

and now live somewhere else. By 

contrast, just 5 percent of Christians, 

4 percent of Muslims, and fewer than 

3 percent of members of other major 

religious groups have migrated across 

international borders . 

The Study's Key Findings 
These are some of the key f indings 

cited in the report, which focuses 

on the total number (or cumulative 

" stocks") of migrants living around the 

world in 2010 rather than on the annual 

rate of migration (or current "flows"). 
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hild observes the world from its 

; side at the Dadaab refugee camp in 

;tern Kenya. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

An international migrant is defined as a 
person who has been living for a year 
or longer in a country other than the 
one in which he or she was born . 

Faith on the Move draws on a new 
database created by the Pew Forum 
that combines information from hun
dreds of census reports. surveys, 
and other sources to shed light on 
the origins. destinations. and reli
gious affiliations of international mi
grants. Using this new Global Reli
gion and Migration Database. Pew 
Forum researchers have presented 
a global portrait of where migrants 
have come from, where they have 
gone, and what religion. if any, they 
follow. The report and database are 
part of the Pew-Templeton Global Re
ligious Futures project (http://www. 
pewforum.org/the-pew-templeton
g lob a I-religious-futures-project. 
aspx). This project was funded by 
The Pew Charitable Trusts (http:// 
www.pewtrusts.org/) and the John 
Templeton Foundation (http://www. 
templeton .Qrg/) to analyze religious 
change and its impact on societies 
around the world . 

Other key findings from Faith on 
the Move include the following . 
• The United States has been the 

world's No. 1 destination for Chris
tian migrants. Of the 43 million 
foreign-born people living in the 
United States as of 2010, an es
timated 32 million (or 74 percent) 
are Christians . For more on the 
United States. see the US Fact 
Sheet http://www.pewforum.org/ 
u ploadedFiles/T opics/Demograph ics/ 
Geography/us-fact-sheet.pdf on 
the Pew Forum website . 

• Mexico has been the largest single 
country of origin for Christian mi
grants, and most of those Chris
tian migrants from Mexico now 
reside in the United States. As 
of 2010, counting both legal and 

Youth dressed in traditional clothing from various parts of the world celebrate their cultu res at 

El Camino Methodist Church in Reyn osa, Mexico. PHOTO: NILE SPRAGUE 

unauthorized immigrants of all reli
gions. more than 12 million migrants 
from Mexico were living in the Unit
ed States. In fact, by 2010, the Unit
ed States had received more immi
grants from Mexico alone than any 
other nation has received from all 
sources combined . 

• Christian immigrants (an estimated 
26 million) outnumber Muslim im
migrants (nearly 13 million) in the 27 
countries of the European Union, 
but the numbers are closer when 
migration within the European 
Union is excluded . For more on Eu
rope, see the European Union Fact 
Sheet http://www.pewforum.org/ 
uploadedFiles/T opics/Demograph ics/ 
Geography/europe-fact-s heet.pdf 
on the Pew Forum webs ite . 

• Saudi Arabia has been the top des
tination for Muslim migrants, most 
of whom are workers from nearby 
Arab countries. the Indian subconti
nent. Indonesia, and the Ph ilippines. 

• Israel has been the top destina
tion for Jewish migrants. including 
many from Russia . 

• India has been both the top country 
of origin and the top destination for 
Hindu migrants . The United States 

has been the second-leading desti
nation for these immigrants. 

• China has been the top country of 
origin for religiously unaffiliated mi
grants. It also has been the second
leading country of origin for Bud
dhist migrants (after Vietnam). 
Faith on the Move is a baseline 

look at the nominal rel igious affiliation 
of migrants . The study made no at
tempt to measure the migrants ' lev
els of rel igious commitment. Over 
time. the Pew Forum plans to con
duct additional studies on religion and 
migration . Faith on the Move: The Re
ligious Affiliation of International M i
grants can be downloaded as a PDF 
report by visiting the website www. 
pewforum.org and clicking on the 
Faith on the Move button at the bot
tom of the page. The report. an inter
active map, data tables, and a quiz 
can be found on the site. 

Mary Schultz is the Communications 
Manager for the Pew Research Center. 
The Pew Forum on Religious & Public Life 
conducts sw11eys, demographic analyses 
and other social science research on im

portant aspects of religion and public life 
in the United States and around the world. 
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Fellow Citizens with 
THE HMO 
MINNE 

by Jerad Morey · photos by David Haines 

T 
he Rev. Daniel Jouapao 
Yang is an unassuming 
man. Standing not too many 
inches over five feet tall, he 

is consistently dressed in a suit and 
tie . He has a soft-spoken demeanor 
and a well-earned balding pate. Sit
ting acrcss a table from him, looking 
past his spectacles into his brown 
eyes, one does not immediately get 
the impression that this deferential 
figure is a man whose still-developing 
legacy includes thousands of choices 
for Christ. In ever increasing num
bers, Hmong Christians are coming to 
Christ through The United Methodist 
Church in a nation-Laos-that only a 
generation ago was being strafed by 
United States ' bombers . 

Pausing while unpacking boxes 
and shelving old books in his new of
fice, Rev. Yang-the pastor of Hmong 

Community United Methodist Church in St. Paul, Minnesota-must also re
flect on God 's curious and circuitous grand design . The pastor's office is in a 
building which is now home to a growing Hmong congregation, but which, 
more than three decades ago, housed a simple community ministry to the 
city's new immigrants . That beginning, in turn, started a chain of events that 
includes the planting of a vibrant United Methodist presence in Laos. 

The Hmong are an ethnic group found in a number of Southeast Asian na
tions, including Laos. During the Vietnam War, Hmong soldiers fought along
side US troops, opposing the North Vietnamese and the Communist Pathet 
Lao. So, when the Pathet Lao took over the Laotian government in 1975, they 
began a program of retribution against the Hmong people in Laos. The per
secuted Hmong sought sanctuary in Thailand, where they lived in refugee 
camps. Some of them were welcomed in the Tha iland camps by workers from 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) . 

Migrating to the States 
"In 1980, a lot of Hmong refugees came from Laos to the United States," 
Yang explained. "Most of them were sponsored by American congregations, 
including United Methodist congregations." For these migrants-coming from 
a refugee camp and its routines-adapting to everyday living in the United 
States was often disorienting . Many did not know how to speak English, the 
language of their new home. "A few families, who lived in public housing, 

ABOVE, LEFT: The first pastor of Hmong Community UMC, the Rev. Jonah Xu Yang, and Yeo Xu Yang, his wife; CENTER: A child stands outside of Hmong 

Community UMC after Sunday 's service. The future of the Hmong faith community, in the new building, is up to his generation; RIGHT: Congregants 

worship at Hmong Community UMC in St. Paul, Minnesota, on April 22, 2012, the last service to take place in this build ing . . 
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The former Hmong Community UMC in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

were taking classes in English as a 
Second Language (ESL) at what was 
then known as Wesley United Meth
odist Church on Wheelock Parkway in 
St. Paul," Yang noted. "Having again 
experienced hospital ity from the 
church as they tried to settle success
fully in their new country, some de
cided that they wanted to learn more 
about Christianity." 

Through a staff connection in the 
ESL program, the Hmong immigrants 
had found a Hmong social worker 
who had received bibl ical t ra ining 
back in Laos . They wanted him to 
lead a congregation just for Hmong 
people . The famili es didn't miss the 
fact that their ESL classes w ere 
held in a United Methodist church . 

They had also been impressed w ith 
UMCOR 's help in easing their t ransi
ti on to the Un ited States, recall s the 
Rev. Charles Purdham, w ho was dis
t rict superi ntendent for the St. Paul 
area at the t ime. Purdham often 
found representatives of six Hmong 
fami lies w aiting in his off ices. They 
were committed to the idea of start
ing a new United Methodist congre
gation . Together, these families and 
the Minnesota Annual Conference 
started "The Hmong Ministries"
a comm ittee tas ked with discerning 
the way forward . 

This idea of a separate congre
gation met w ith some res istance. 
" It was quite a struggle for fol ks in 
the structure," Pu rdham admitted, 
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" because we 'd been worki ng to de
velop a fellowsh ip that included all 
people w ithout regard to their eth
nic backgrounds." At the time, he 
said, "inclusive meant 'everybody; 
one body."' Some on the cabinet fe lt 
that creating a Hmong congregation 
would be "backing out of a commit
ment to inclusiveness." 

The resistance did not last long. 
Since the request to start the ethnic
specific congregation was coming 
from Hmong families w ho wanted 
to maintain their historic culture and 
" have their own service, " the Min
nesota Conference ultimately agreed 
to the request. So in March 1981, 
the Hmong Community UMC in St. 
Paul began worsh ip with 37 people . 
The congregation had grown to 160 
people by July, w hen it was officia lly 
chartered and became, accord ing to 
Yang, the first Hmong United Meth
odist Church in the w orld . Bishop 
Wayne Clymer appointed the Rev. 
Jonah Xu Yang, the bibl ica lly tra ined 
social worker, as the new church's 
f irst pastor. 

Hmong Community UMC rapid
ly outgrew its spaces. It existed in 
th ree different bu ildings before even
tually landing in one that could serve 
as a community center as well as a 
space for w orship . "We are well-con
nected with Hmong nonprofit orga
nizations here in Minnesota, " Daniel 
Yang, said, " so the building's rooms 
are often in use. 

Spreading the Gospel 

Daniel Yang became a member of 
Hmong Community UMC a year 
after its launch in 1981 . While at
tending the church, he heard a call 
from God to serve in ministry, so he 

went to study at Bethel Seminary 
in M innesota. After being ordained, 
Rev. Ya ng was appointed to serve 
fo r seven years at a predominantly 
Anglo church. He was moved to the 
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Hmong Community UMC full-time 

after a conflict there led to the quick 

departure, in 1998, of the previous 

pastor and part of the membership. 

Hoping to help his congregation heal 

from the conflict and live out God's 

purpose for the church, Yang soon 

saw a way to ensure that the seed 

planted 17 years earlier in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, would continue to bear 

fruit and multiply. 

In 2000, the General Board of Glob

al Ministries, in partnership with the 
Indochinese National Caucus, went 

to Laos to pursue the poss1b11ity of 

introducing Uni ed Methodists from 
the United States to the people of 

Laos. Because Daniel Yang was chair 

of the Assoc1at1on of Hmong United 

Methodist Churches, he was part of 
that delegation . The delegates began 

building relat1onsh1ps during the v1s1t 
and, the following year, Global Min

istries comm1ss1oned Mr Tsuchue 
Vang and Mrs Joa Vang as two of the 

first m1ss1onaries to Laos "They are 

A "For Sale" sign in front of the Hmong Community UMC in St . Paul, Minnesoti 

members of my St Paul congrega

tion," Yang said, beaming 

That was 11 years ago. As of today, 

depending on the source. there are 
between 68 and 97 United Method

ist congregations 1n Laos and 20 or
dained members of the Laotian cler

gy The Assoc1at1on of Hmong UMCs 

reports that, by 2009, there were 
40 licensed local pastors and mis

sion pastors and 59 lay 
preachers 1n the country. 

"Over 7,000 Hmong and 

Laotians 1n Laos received 

the love of Christ through 

our church," Yang says . 
"They are very proud to 

be United Methodists 

and con inue to have a 

good rela ionship not iust 
with other Hmong Meth

odists but w ith Method
ists all over the United 

States ." 
"We can't do anything 

alone." Yang admit ed. 
" but, through he love 

and partnership" of Uni -

ed Me hod1s s across the 
connection. " we have 

become fruitful on your 

behalf. As we become a 

you will continue to be in partner

ship with us so that the Good ews 

of our Lord Jesus Christ can be pro

claimed here in the United States and 

overseas " 

While more and more Laotians 

and Hmong in Southeast Asia are 

hearing Christ preached in their na

tive tongues, the children in Hmong 

Community UMC's Sunda school 

programs in St Paul are taugh in 

English None of the children can 

read Hmong and few understand the 
language The adult women 's and 

men 's small groups are taught b1l1n

gually because. even though each 
of Hmong UMC's 120 curren mem

bers 1s Hmong, 60 percent of the 

membership was born 1n the Uni ed 

States. Thus, many of he church'::. 

adults don ' understand the Hmong 
language, and most of hem spea 

American English . 

Language is no barrier o the 
church 's communi y minis nes, 

which include raising money or 

Hmong communi y spar 1ng e 

and main aining a presence a 
nesota's wildly popular Hmong 

Year 's celebra ion. The ew ear 

fes 1v1 1es draw over 40,000 p opl 

per day on wee ends The church's 

Congregants move items from the Hmong Community UMC reborn church again, our new home opens add1 tonal doors for 
in St . Paul. Minnesota, to their new building hope and prayer IS ha Hmong communi engagemen 
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Continuing to Grow 

Unpacking another box, Rev. Yang 
reflected on the new ministries that 
the church's new location w ill enable. 
"One of our goals has been to reach 
Hmong people for Christ." he said. 
"We used to live in a place where 
there were not a lot of Hmong peo
ple, but we're excited that, now, we'll 
be in the midst of them ." 

Hmong Community UMC's newest 
location is in a church whose previous 
congregation had to close its doors. 
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Hmong Community UMC's Prayer Requests 
Submitted by the Rev. Daniel Jouapao Yang 

PR AV for our new location at Wheelock Parkway UMC. 

PRAY for our witnessing the love of Christ though The United Methodist 
Church by open hearts, open minds, and open doors to people in our 
community. 

PRAY for our church leaders and our partnership with the Minnesota 
Annual Conference. 

PRAY that God gives us the wisdom to lead God's people in the way God 
directs . 

PRAY that we receive volunteers to teach Sunday school, ESL, and citizenship 
classes and to staff a food shelf and clothes closet. 

Wheelock Parkway UMC was an aging 
Anglo congregation that tried its best 
to grow but was ultimately unable to 
reach the demographically changing 
community around it. Because of this, 
the church found itself at the end of its 
congregational life cycle. 

However, the former members of 
Wheelock Parkway UMC may feel 
comforted by the harvest from their 
decades of laboring in the vineyard . 
Back in the 1980s, when they were 
known as Wesley UMC, they opened 

their arms to their new neighbors by 
offering classes in English . 

Rev. Yang's new office is in the 
building where the church's out
reach to immigrants all began. He 
cites Ephesians 2: 19: "Conse
quently, you are no longer foreign
ers and aliens, but fellow citizens 
with God 's people and members 
of God 's household ... " (NIV) . To 
Yang, that means that " the Hmong 
are no longer foreigners and strang
ers here in The United Methodist 
Church, but fellow citizens . "We 
will do our best to encourage and 
empower our people to support 
The United Method ist Church, " 
he pledged-" to be faithful in our 
gifts, time, talents , and witness ." 

The Hmong Community UMC is 
already envisioning new communi
ty ministries that wil l help its mem
bers-and other members of its 
community-claim their shared citi
zenship in Christ. Some of these out
reach ideas include a food shelf, a 
clothing closet, job-search help, and, 
of course, ESL. 

The new home of the Hmong Community UMC-Wheelock Parkway UMC. 

Jerad Morey is a freelance writer, a faith 
community organizer, and a form er 
Global Justice Volunteer living in Minne
sota. Follow him @Jerad on Twitter. 



INTHE PHILIPPINES 
by Adam Shaw · photos by Rhai de Castro 

A 
fter the sun slips below 
the horizon and night falls 
in the southern Philip
pines, many families can 

be found huddled together under the 
roof of an outdoor gym. The open-air 
gym has no walls to provide protec
tion from mosquitoes or other assail
ants. The people have no beds to lie 
on-not even a banig (a traditional 
hand-woven sleeping mat). Instead, 
mothers are spreading out whatever 
pieces of cardboard they can find to 
serve as a small layer of comfort be
tween their husbands, their children, 
themselves, and the rough cement of 
the basketball court. 

One month earlier, these people's 
lives were unfolding in a totally differ
ent place. They were living as they 

always had on their ancestral lands . 
Even though they constantly faced 
new trials and tribulations there, they 

could still enjoy the small, familiar 
comforts of their own homes. 

A resilient people, the Mamanwa 
of the Caraga region of Mindanao are 
one of 18 non-Muslim Filipino ethnic 
groups that adopted the name Lumad 
for themselves in 1986 at the found
ing assembly of the Lumad-Mindan
ao Peoples Federation (LMPF) .The 
word Lumad means "indigenous " in 
the groups ' only common language, 
Cebuano. The adoption of the shared 
name resulted from the indigenous 
groups ' political awakening and their 
growing desire for self-governance. 
The collective identity symbolized by 
this name was a means of strength
ening the indigenous people's protest 
against the martial law imposed by 
the then-president of the Philippines, 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

In recent t imes, the Lumad
Mamanwa people have taken the 

brunt of the intensifying war be
tween the Armed Forces of the Phil
ippines (AFP) and the National Dem
ocratic Front Party (NDFP). which 
includes the Communist Party of the 
Ph ilippines. Since 2011, the Maman
wa 's ancestral domain, near the 
boundaries of three provinces-Agu
san del Norte, Surigao del Sur, and 
Surigao del Norte-has been used as 
a highway for armed forces, either 
passing through or in pursuit. One 
side, the government troops, always 
causes more havoc; the other, the 
NDFP, next to none. But one must 
ask why the two combatants choose 
to cross so close to the Mamanwa 
lands. Is it in order for each to entice 
an aggressive response from the 
other? Since 2011 , the northeastern 
region of Mindanao, known as Cara
ga, has been a staging ground for in
creased militarization . 
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The Philippines. 

Bombing Villages 

In February 2012, the AFP began to 
use Lumad ancestral mountain lands 
as staging grounds for increased 
combat operations, ranging from live
fire excursions to aerial strafing and 
bombing runs . 

On March 5, 2012, aerial forces 
dropped eight bombs on the three 
provinces . The following day, four 

more bombs were dropped. Both 
bombing runs were accompanied 
by strafing fire from accompanying 
fighter planes . On the ground, infan
try and special forces took over the 
village public places and even invad
ed some homes. These operations 
were in accordance with President 
Benigno Aquino's counter-insurgency 
operation, "Op Ian Bayanihan," and 
presumably will stop only when all 
Communist rebels are annihilated . 

Because of the AFP's disregard 
for the life and livelihoods of the Lu
mads-as displayed by the shelling 
and bombing of their lands and the 
soldiers' errant and indiscriminate 
gunfire in their communities- more 
than 200 families had to evacuate 
their homes. They made the long trek 
down the mountain, carrying their 
children and whatever possessions 
and supplies they could take . They 
were being forced to flee to escape 
the shock, terror, and harassment in
flicted upon them by the very govern
ment that was sworn to protect them 
and uphold their rights as citizens. 

Military operations have increased 
in the mineral-rich areas of the Philip
pines at the very time when mining 
operations are scheduled to begin, 

Datu Lando Anlagan (right), from Kayapan-Amihan, a Local indigenous group, talks with 

Lieutenant Martinez about better treatment for the Mamanwa evacuees. 
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inviting questions as to the actual 
motivations behind the intensified 
combat. Defenders of Lumad rights, 
along with other groups-such as GA
BRI ELA (General Assembly Binding 
Women for Reforms, Integrity, Equal
ity, Leadersh ip, and Action) and KASA
LO-Caraga, an indigenous people's (IP) 
organization-have concluded that 
the supposed combat operations are 
actually designed to suppress Lumad 
resistance to mining incursions into 
their ancestral lands. 

Caught in the Middle 
The Mamanwa and other Lumads 
would prefer to have all the warring 
parties pass as far away from them 
as possible, leaving them to tend to 
their animals, their farms, and their 
children . They want to continue living 
as their ancestors lived before them 
in these same mountains for genera
tion after generation . 

The Lumad have long suffered 
injustice and rights violations in the 
hope that the encroaching conflict 
would come to an end, leaving them 
once again in peace. But when one 
side of the conflict claims that your 
animals belong to the other side, how 
can you protest while facing the bar
rel of a gun? When one side tramples 
your fields, calling it "punishment " 
for your letting the others pass by un
challenged, what do you say? What 
do you do when your family members 
are accused of being enemy sympa
thizers? What do you say when the 
army that is supposed to protect 
you is destroying your livelihood in
stead-not just once, but again, and 
again, and again? 

Aside from voicing their protests 
and denials, the Lumad had done 
nothing to justify this harassment. 

They endured . They placed thei r fa ith 
in their government, believing that it 
would eventually halt these injustic
es . They continued to struggle and to 
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try to make ends meet fo r thei r fami

lies. They tried to protect the lives of 

their children. 

In March 2012, the bombing of 

thei r lands and the injuring of their 

loved ones by undisciplined govern

ment forces left the Mamanwa no 

alte rnative but to take act ion . Faced 

w ith overwhe lm ing violence in their 

communities, they were forced to 

migrate from their mountain home

land to the valley below and on to 

the city of Butuan, while appealing to 

local government units to control the 

nation's armed forces . Yet, instead 

of being met wi th an outpouring of 

support, their pleas fell on deaf ea rs 

and closed doors. Only a few groups 

stood with them . 

With only cardboard to sleep on, the Mamanwa settle in for the night. 

The Mamanw a's appeal to the 

Commission on Human Rights (CHR) 

w as rejected . According to the Catho

lic Bishops Conference in the Philip

pines, the CHR di rector told them to 

return home, even though mi litary of

fic ials confirmed that their operation 

w ould be ongoing. Words fa il when 

an institution w hose sole purpose is 

to "protect and monitor " the rights of 

all human beings under international 

law refuses to hear an apoeal. 

Still, regardless of difficulty, if a tool 

does not fulfill the purpose it was de

signed for, should it not be redesigned? 

When the military violates the faith of a 

nation, when the government fails to 

protect its people, and when the peo

ple's patience and endurance fail , what 

then? Who w ill stand for the Lumad

Mamanwa when all else fa ils? 

When the system fails, hope 

won't fail , faith won't fail, and love 

will never fail. 

Mamanwa families try to reorganize their community in the midst 

of evacuation from their ancestral lands. 

Even though the task set before the 

Lu mad and their sympathizers is great, 

we will not fail them. God does not 

move with the words of humankind 

but through the presence of the Holy 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit hears a people 

crying for justice and feels them being 

trampled underfoot and cast aside. So 

the Holy Spirit will send those who are 

called-those who hear the cries for 

help and who will take action for jus

tice and human rights . 

Current Developments 
On April 24, 2012, the last of the 

Mamanwas boarded trucks and 

started a long journey-not a jour

ney to their homelands but a jour

ney to a relocation site away from 

the discomfort and unfamiliarity of 

Butuan City. At this site, they hope 

to find some semblance of normal

ity in their lives . Still, they will never 

forget the military operations that 

forced them from their homes . 

They came to Butuan City, the 

capital of the Agusan del Norte, 

looking for aid. They sought an au

dience with the provincial governor 

to urge him to rein in the m ilitary. 

But they came back empty-handed . 
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Then they went to the provincial of
fice of the Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) to present the many 
cases of human rights violations by 
the military-actions that drove them 
off their lands. The CHR refused to 
help for unspecified reasons, despite 
overwhelming documented evidence 
by the human rights watch group 
KARAPATAN . (Karapatan translates 
as "Rights ." KARAPATAN Alliance 
for the Advancement of People's 
Rights is a nongovernmental organi
zation in the Phil ippines .) 

The Mamanwa were fed , clothed, 
and sheltered by local NGOs, church 
groups, and educational institutions . 
They were cared for and visited by 
volunteers : students, church mem
bers, and organizers . When they 
were clearly unhappy in an urban en
vironment, it was their partners in 
solidarity who looked for suitable re
location sites . 

At th is point in t ime (June 8, 
2012), about half of the evacuated 
Mamanwas have been able to return 
home. The remaining Lumads can
not return because the military is still 
present and actively conducting op
erations against suspected locations 
of the New People's Army (the mili
tary wing of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines) . The Mamanwas are 
being cared for in a remote relocation 
center by a community in Hangyaan, 

Surigao del Sur-a community that 
had also experienced voluntary evac
uation in 2009. The Hangyaan evac
uation was also in response to mili
tary counter-insurgency operations of 
"Oplan Bayanihan." 

The CHR of Agusan de! Norte is 
still refusing to handle the cases of 
rights violations, but the organiza

tions of KARAPATAN, GABRIELA, 
and KASALO-Caraga have filed cases 
on behalf of the Mamanwa, standing 

shoulder to shoulder with the Lu mads 
in their struggle for peace and justice. 
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Wh.ole families had to Leave their villages in the Caraga region of Mindanao because of military 

operations. After four months, many are still displaced, waiting for a way to return home. 

Adam Shaw, a native of Brunswick, 
Ohio, is a mission intern with the Gen
eral Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church who is se111-
ing initially with Initiatives for Peace in 
Mindanao in the Philippines. This is a 
network of grassroots organizations re
lated to the National Council of Churches 
in the Philippines and dedicated to pro
moting peace with justice. I11e goals 
of Initiatives for Peace include human 
rights and social justice for the indig-

enous people who are often marginal
ized by economic and political systems. 

Rhai de Castro is current/)' studying 
Political Science at St. Paul University of 
Surigao Sur. She is an avid photographer 
and volunteers as a part of the docwnen
tary team of the NGO Caraga-Watch, 
an environmental activist group in the 
Caraga region that covers environmental 
issues in Surigao Norte, Agusan Norte, 
Surigao Sur, and Agusan Sur provinces. 



by Lindsey Kerr 

The alien who resides with you shall 

be to you as the citizen among you; 

you shall love the alien as yourself, 

for you were aliens in the land 

of Egypt I am the Lord your God. 

LEVITICUS 19.34 

T 
he snap of the snare drums 

echoed off the buildings as 

the crowd moved down 

Fruitvale Avenue . Young 

women led chants on bullhorns, 

with smiles on their faces and sun 

in their eyes. In the sea of people, 

children waved neon banners while 

their grandparents followed, weighed 

down with water bottles and snacks. 

A flatbed truck moved slowly with the 

crowd, blasting upbeat music to ac

company the bilingual commentary 

from the march organizers . 

The annual March for Dignity and 

Resistance felt like a parade. On a 

beautiful May 1st, thousands of peo

ple moved peacefully through the 

streets of Oakland, California, cele

brating International Labor Day. They 

were in solidarity with millions of 

people around the globe who spent 

the day marching for basic work

ers' rights. In Oakland, the march 

focused on the needs of the most 

marginalized laborers in America: 

immigrants. 

Immigrants Wronged 
" Im migrants' rights are human 

rights, " May Day marcher Kira Azzam 

proclaimed . This sentiment has bibli

cal precedent. In Leviticus, the Israel

ites are commanded to love the alien 

(foreigner) as themselves and to treat 

foreigners as equals . But, as Azzam 

pointed out, " We, in the United 

20t2, MMdl for Dignity and 

Resistance to celebrate 

International Labor Day 

in Oakland, Californ ia. 

PHOTO: LINDSEY KERR 

States. treat immigrants as second

class citizens." 

The history of Asian immigrants in 

northern California is long and diverse. 

Chinese immigrants started arriving 

during the gold rush. They worked in 

mines, drained swamps to irrigate dry 

land, and built the western half of the 

transcontinental railroad . After the 

Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 cut off 

new immigration from China, Japa

nese immigrants began arriving to 

farm and mine. But the "Gentleman's 

Agreement" of 1907-08 ended new 

Japanese immigration to the United 

States. Then, in 1913, a California law 

was passed preventing al iens from 

owning farmland . Finally, after Japan 

bombed the US naval base at Pearl 

Harbor in 1941, Japanese Americans' 

property was seized and the people 

were confined in camps far from the 

West Coast. Unlike the Chinese and 
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Kira Azzam (center) marches in t he Dignity and Resistance May Day parade in Oakland, CA. 

Japanese, Hispanics have lived for 

hundreds of years on land now part 

of the southwestern United States . 

Yet they still face discrimination . They 

make up a majority of the exploit

ed migrant farm labor in the United 

States today. Members of all these 

immigrant communities were repre

sented at the May Day march . 

Filipino Immigrant Rights 

Filipinos also came out in mass to 

m?rch . Azzam, whose mother is a 

Filipino American, marched as a rep

resentative of the California-Nevada 

United Methodist Philippine Solidarity 

Task Force . 
The relationsh ip between the 

Un ited States and the Philippines is 

long and brutal. In 1902, at the end 

of the Spanish-American War, Spain 

yielded possession of the Philip

pine Islands to the United States . A 

three-year Phil ippine-American War 

immediately followed, in which a 

million Filipinos (including countless 

teenage boys) were killed . When the 

Philippines became a US territory, 

Filipinos were allowed to immigrate 

to the United States, where they 

could earn money to rebuild their 

war-torn country. 

PH OTO: LINDSEY KERR 

Fil ipinos are still migrating to the 

United States today. The econom

ic situation in their homeland is dire . 

According to UN ICEF, more than one 

quarter of the population lives below 

the poverty line on less than $1 .25 a 

day. Filipino emigrants move abroad 
at the rate of 3,000 people per day in 

order to earn money to support their 

families . The Central Intelligence 

Agency estimates that five million 

Filipinos are overseas workers . Other 

sources, such as the Labor Education 

Network, estimate that number to be 

as high as eight million . 

"The Philippine government en

courages its citizens to work abroad 

and to send money back home, " 

Azzam reports . Filipinos who live in 

poverty in the Philippines provide very 

little tax revenue to the government. 

But Filipinos working overseas send 

home remittances that the Philippine 

government can tax heavily. Accord
ing to the World Bank, the Philippine 

government netted more than 23 bil

lion dollars in revenue from interna

tional remittances in 2011 . The total 

amount has grown each year since 

the early 1980s-so much so, Azzam 

says, that " the Philippine government 

calls emigrants 'national heroes." ' 
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Progress and Setbacks 

Azzam 's mother was born in the Phil
ippines . Her family moved first to 

Hawaii and then to the continental 

United States . Filipinos in the United 

States tend to be well educated and 

they are able to immigrate as w hole 

famili es. But most Fil ipino migrants in 

other parts of the world have a more 
difficult t ime. 

More than half of the Filipinos 

working overseas are women , ac

cording to the human rights organi

zation Migrante International. Most 

of those women leave their family 
members behind in the Philippines 

and move to countries like Saudi Ara

bia, China, or Japan. 

Women who work for private fami

lies tend to be more vulnerable than 

those who work for corporations . 
Migrante's website (http://migrante 
international.org/) details many sto

ries of Filipina migrant workers who 

are unpaid, abused, or sexually as

saulted by their employers . It is dif
ficult to calculate just how many Fili

pinas disappear abroad or are forced 
into sex trafficking . In the Philippines, 

Cal- Nevada Philippine Solidarit y Task Force stood with 

Filipino community organizers to demand justice for 

victims of human rights vio lations in the Philippines. 

PHOTO: COURTESY CAL- NEVADA PHILIPPIN E 
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human rights groups conduct edu
cat ion campaigns in high schools 
to warn students (part icularly gi rl s) 

about the dangers of moving abroad . 
But many students move abroad any
way, out of financial desperation . 

In 20 11 , Filipino overseas workers 
won a landmark case in Hong Kong. 
Thanks to the efforts of advocacy 
groups like Migrante International , do
mestic helpers in Hong Kong gained 
the right to apply for permanent resi
dency. Practically, this means that 
Filipina domestic servants now have 
some power to advocate for them
selves . Until 2011, international work
ers cou ld not file grievances against 
their employers for unpaid wages or 
abuse without risking deportation. 

At Bethune House Migrant Women's Refuge, a min istry w ith migrant domestic workers in 

Hong Kong, an English as Second Language class is held. PHOTO : PAUL JEFFREY 

Although they tend to fare better 
than Filipinas in Hong Kong, Filipina 
immigrants in the United States also 
face discrimination . In 2010, the Cali
fornia Nurses Association filed a class 
action lawsuit aga inst Sutter Health's 
California Pacific Medical Center 
(CPMC) over its al leged discrimina
tion against Fil ipina nurses . According 
to the grievance, CPMC has dramati
cally reduced its new Filipina hires be
cause Fil ipina nurses have been too 
outspoken in advocating for their pa
tients . Two years late r, the lawsuit is 
still unresolved. 

Justice for immigrants is impor
tant, says Azzam, but ideally Filipinos 
shouldn't have to move abroad at all. 
While Migrante fights for immigrant 
rights, its main focus is reforming 
the economic system in the Ph ilip
pines so Fi lipinos wi ll be able to live 
and work in their own country. "They 
move abroad to care for their families, 
but then they're separated from their 
families for years," Azzam points out. 
It's not uncommon for an overseas 
worker to be away from family mem
bers for as long as 10 or 15 years . Ac
cording to Azzam, "It's too expensive 
to return home for visits . Families are 
simply torn apart ." 

Education and Solidarity 

Most Americans don't know about 
the plight of Filipino immigrants. 
Azzam didn't learn about these labor 
issues herself until she visited the 

Philippines for the first 
time in 2008. " I went on 
a trip with the Philippines 
Solidarity Task Force," she 
recalls, "and I received an 
incredible education about 
what is happening to Filipi
nos both in the Philippines 
and all over the world ." 

Members of the Cal-Nevada Philippine Solidarity Task Force met 

with Migrante International on its 2011 Pastoral and Solidarity Visit to 

the Philippines . The delegation included Kira Azzam, Jeanelle Ablola, 

Rev. Ruth Cortez, Rev. Elmar De Ocera, Laddie and Deni Galang, 

Lindsey Kerr, Ben Luis, Nikki Salde, and Laure n Ouoc k. 

As a member of the 
Task Force, Azzam is com
mitted to sharing what 
she learned from mission 

partners in the Philippines. 
"You can't do other than 
take action w hen you have PHOTO: COURTESY MIGRANTE INTERNATIONAL 

that information," she says. It's the 
work of the Task Force to empow
er people w ith knowledge so that 
they can stand in solidarity w ith the 
oppressed . 

"My mother asks me if I do this 
work to glorify God," Azzam ob
serves. "Maybe God is pushing me 
or guiding me, but I know that a big 
part of my work helps me to feel con
nected to my family." For Kira Azzam, 
the work reaches beyond the Philip
pines. As the Community Organizer 
of the Palest ine Program at Buena 
Vista Community Institute, Azzam 
developed and maintains the rela
tionship between Buena Vista United 
Methodist Church and the West Bank 
village of Wadi Foquin . She works to 
educate Americans about the atroci
ties faced by Palestinians in the West 
Bank and the need to hold the Ameri
can and Israeli governments account
able for their continued occupation of 
Palestine . 

"Jesus stood for those who were 
oppressed," Azzam points out, "for 
the people who were struggling. When 
I try to make sense of Christ-of what 
Jesus represents-I think all of it is 
about acting in love and standing in sol
idarity with those who are oppressed." 

Lindsey Kerr is a former Mission In
tern who now serves on the California
Nevada United Methodist Philippines 
Solidarity Task Force. She is currently 
studying for an M. Div. degree at the 
Pacific School of Religion. 
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-HE RIGHTS OF 

MIG NTS 
by Christie R. House 

I n 1990, the United. Nations G~neral Assembly .adopted the International Conven
tion on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 

Families . Yet, before any UN convention becomes a binding instrument of interna
tional law, it must be ratified by 20 member states (i .e. nations}. The Convention on 
Migrant Workers ' Rights met this goal in 2003, when it went into effect as the UN 's 
seventh instrument detailing basic human rights . 

The convention states that all migrants have the right to privacy, ownership of 
property, due process of law, and fair t reatment consistent with the treatment of 
citizens. Among other specified rights, migrants are guaranteed medical care for the 
preservation of life and protection from arbitrary arrest and detention. 

Of the 43 member states that have now ratified this convention, most are 
homelands from which migrants come . None of the countries to which most mi
grant workers go-such as the nations of Western Europe and northern North 
America-has yet ratified it. And , although the convention is international law, if 
a member nation does not ratify it, that nation does not enforce the law w ithin its 
borders . What rights, then , do migrants have in the Western world? 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
In 1948, all but eight member states of the United Nations signed the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights into international law. This foundational document has been 
translated into nearly 350 national and local languages. It is the best known and most 
cited human rights document in the world . 

The United States, represented by Eleanor Roosevelt. was one of the drafters 
of this international document. Mrs. Roosevelt was the only woman and the only 
American on the nine-member international draft-

ing committee . 
There are only 30 articles in the Uni

versal Declaration of Human Rights . The 
first one reads: "All human beings are 
born free and equal in dignity and rights ." 

The whole declaration can be found on
line on the United Nations website: http:// 
www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index. 
shtml#a1 . A few articles are reproduced 
at right, followed by their numbers . These 
rights apply to all people in the world, re
gardless of race, religion, gender, political 

opinion, or national origin . 

Christie R. House is the editor of New World 

Outlook magazine. 

Children and their families await registration at the lfo 

Extension refugee camp, Kenya. PHOTO: BARB SUMMERS 







by Mary Gladstone-Highland 

T
o escape an ongoing civil war, Fa iza Kafi, 

her husband, Guma, and their children fled 
Sudan in 1999. They spent the next five 

years in Egypt, waiting to be awarded ref
ugee status. During this time, they did not know to 

which country they would ultimately be sent to live. 

Later, Faiza wrote the following account of her last 
day in Egypt before her family was flown rn their new 
home in the United States. 

"I stood at the bedroom door, thin king of all my sad 
and happy memories. I had waited for this moment for 

five years. While we hurriedly loaded our luggage into 
the minibus, I rushed around each small, empty room 

looking for anything we might have forgotten . On 
one wall , I saw all my kids' handprints and some 

scratches of a marker where my then one-year-
old daughter, Mariam, had tried to draw a 
picture. Out of the corner of my eye, I 

glanced at the place where we used to 
gather for our meals . Then, when I saw 

that al! of our things were gone, I ran to 

the minibus, where my family had been 
waiting, for the trip to the airport and on 
to our promised land ." 

Faiza 's family was headed for New 

York. She remembers picturing the sky

scrapers and high-rise apartment houses 
of New York City. Instead, the family was 

placed in Utica, New York, a city of 62,000 

in the Upper New York Annual Conference. 

Urban decline had left this rust-belt city far 

from its glory days. It was not what Faiza 

had envisioned, but her family planted roots 

and learned to call Utica home. 

ARTWORK BY LISA KATZENSTEIN 
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A City of Refuge 

Over the past 30 years, Utica, New 
York, has welcomed thousands of ref
ugees. In fact. Utica has the fourth 
highest concentration of refugees of 
any city in the United · States. Utica 's 
population started to decline in 1960, 
steadily decreasing from 100,000 resi
dents to 60,000 in 2000. Then, in 
2010, the US census reported the first 
population growth in Utica in more 
than 50 years, largely owing to reset
tled refugees like Faiza . A small city in 
upstate New York, today Utica is 
bursting with ethnic restaurants, mul
tilingual churches, and cultural events. 

The Utica Eastside Mission was 
established in 2007 in an effort to 
reach out to the growing refugee 
community. Located within Asbury 
United Methodist Church-the last 
remaining United Methodist Church 
in the city and also a Church and 
Community Ministry site-the mis
sion seeks to build bridges of under
standing and support connecting cul
tural groups, churches, and agencies . 
Its programs-all falling under the 
four focus areas of The United Meth
odist Church-include an after-school 
program, a summer program and a 
mission trip destination, communi
ty meals, health fairs, neighborhood 
clean-ups, and much more. 

Eight years after arriving in Utica, 
Faiza's daughter, Mariam-who had 
left her toddler drawings on the wall of 

their small apartment in Egypt-now 
spends her afternoons at the Utica 
Eastside Mission after-school pro
gram. There, she often draws beauti
ful pictures of her friends and family. 
When asked if she thinks of herself 
as a refugee, she asks: "What's a ref
ugee? " Utica Eastside Mission and 
The United Methodist Church pro
vide a comfortable place for refugee 
children to forget their families' pain
ful past. There, they feel the love of 
Christ and are looking forward to a 
brighter future. 

Faiza's two oldest boys-Mohamed 
and Abdel-who were born in Sudan, 
recently aged out of the after-school 
program but still regularly attend to vol
unteer and help with the younger chil
dren. Her youngest child has two more 
years before she is old enough to at
tend the program, but all the children 
know her already because they often 
see her at her mother's side. 

Becoming a Global Family 

Sitting around the snack table at 
the after-school program, the chil
dren often discuss the differences 
between growing up in the United 
States and in other parts of the world. 
Some kids might say that they love 
dogs because they grew up with 
them as pets, while others might be 
afraid of dogs because of encounters 
with wild dogs in their homelands. 
The children who attend the program 

Youngsters spend a day at the farm as part of the Utica East Side Mission Summer Program 

sponsored by United Methodist Christ Church in Sherrill, New York. 

PHOTO: MARY GLADSTONE-HIGHLAND 
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by the Utica Eastside Mission summer program in 2011. 

PHOTO: MARY GLADSTONE-HIGHLAND 

become like a global family. They sup
port and learn from each other and 
are blessed in return . 

Faiza now studies Human Ser
vices at Mohawk Valley Community 
College . Since English is her second 
language, she can receive tutoring 
at Utica Eastside Mission w hen she 
needs it. But she is more often found 
volunteering-helping to prepare 
community meals, working at the af
ter-school program, or socializing w ith 
the mission's staff and children . Faiza 
has formed good relat ionships with 
the refugee children in the program 
because of her own experiences. She 
is a fantastic role model. 

Utica Eastside Mission tries to 
show its neighbors, who have expe
rienced so much hurt and upheaval in 
their lives, that Asbury United Meth
odist Church is a place of safety and 
compassion . We are truly blessed 
to be in mission with individuals like 
Faiza and her family as we learn from 
one another and grow together as a 
community. Praise be to God. 

Mary Gladstone-Highland is a mission
ary with the General Board of Global 
Ministries serving as a Church and 
Community Worker with Utica Eastside 
Mission in Utica, New York. 



by Saul Montiel and Jaime Vazquez 

he Revs. Saul Montiel and Jaime Vazquez were commissioned on 
April 29, 2012, as missionaries working with the National Plan for 
Hispanic/Latino Ministry. Montiel, born in Mexico, is currently a clergy 
member of the Desert-Southwest Conference and is assigned to 
work with the Border Mission Network in the California-Pacific 

Conference.Vazquez has served as pastor; district superintendent, and bishop for 
the Northwest Annual Conference of the Methodist Church of Mexico. 

On April 25, 2012, during the United Methodist General Conference in 
Tampa, Florida, Montiel and Vazquez participated in an information series about 
missionaries. It was sponsored by The Advance at its display in the exhibit hall 
at the convention center. The two spoke about their work with immigrant 
communities in San Diego, California, and Phoenix, Arizona. Rev. Montiel provided 
interpretation for Rev. Vazquez, who spoke in Spanish. 

The Rev. Saul Montiel: My name is Saul Montiel, and I am a clergy member 
of the Desert-Southwest Conference. I served in that conference as clergy 
fo r more than a decade. Currently, as a missionary w ith Global Ministries, 

I am assigned to the Ca liforn ia-Pacif ic Conference to respond to issues of 
immigrat ion and to serve the border ministries . Basically, those are my two 
main responsibilities . 

On immigration, I believe in the 
power of reconci ling love and grace. 
I believe that we can create a very 
healthy conversation on issues of 
immigration if we bring the grace of 
God to the table . God's grace allows 
us to listen to one another with care 
and love. I firmly believe that the duty 
of love is listening. Love teaches us 
that our first responsibi lity is to care 
for each other and to pay attention to 
what we al l have to say. 

Immigration's Human Aspect 
As I see it, my role is to serve as a 
bridge to inform US United Method
ists about immigration, with a focus 
on the human aspect of the immigra

tion issue. For the last three years, 
our border ministries have been deal
ing with deportations. I work w ith the 
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Sonia Cruz, Son ia Vargas-Maldonado, Jaime Vazquez, Moises 

Rosado Torres, and Jennifer Boydstun are newly comm issioned missionaries of 

The United Met hodist Church. PHOTO: CASSANDRA ZAM PINI 

church of Mexico as well , assisting 
the office of Bishop Eduardo Carrillo 
of the Northwest Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico, which 
is also responding on i.ssues of immi
gration involving deportat ion. 

I serve in both San Diego, Califor
nia, and Tijuana, Mexico. In the Tijua
na area, there are more than 1,000 
people wandering the streets . They 
have been deported from the Unit
ed States to Tij uana, but they didn't 
come from Ti juana. Through the 

churches of Mexico- aided by gen
erous contributions from UMCOR 
Health and the office of Health Min
istries- we are able to provide these 
stranded people with health care . 
We have also sent 6,000 blankets 
and more than 7,000 health ki ts ove r 
the border. W ith the help of the gov
ernment of Mexico, the churches 
are responding to this critical need 
right now. 

Beyond the deportation issue, we 
also respond to border-life issues 
that affect immigrant famil ies. Across 
the country today, the United States 
is dea ling w ith a cri t ical situation in
volving 5,000 children who were left 
behind when their parents were de

ported to their countries of orig in. We 
estimate that, in the next three to five 
years, given the current immigration 
laws of the United States, probably 
more than 15,000 children-some of 
whom were born here- wi ll be left 
behind when their parents are forced 

to leave. 

a blood relative must come to claim 
them-but usually the relatives who 
could claim them have been detained 
to be deported . That is the crisis going 
on right now. 

This is why, for me, it is critica l to 
raise a voice on the immigration issue 
from the point of view of God's grace. 
I like to be a bridge to reach people 's 
hearts an.d to say: "You know, we 
have a critical need. We need to re
spond, not from the law's perspective 
but from the heart's perspective
from the grace of God. In the case of 
the children, we need to suspend the 
law to make room for grace in their 
lives and the lives of their families ." 

Criminalizing Immigration 

Another part of the border minist ry 
work is to respond to the criminal
ization of immigrants and the subse
quent detention of undocumented 
people in prisons . It is not difficult 
to see and understand that we have 
a crisis in the prison system . Since 
2005, we have had more than 121 
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Border M ission Network tries to pro
vide a voice for those w ho are suffer
ing in this system . 

I try to be a reconciling voice for 
th is issue by telling the story from a 
different perspective-the perspec
tive of human suffering . 

I am also involved in theological 
education in Mexico, w orking with 
the office of Bishop Carri llo to train 
clergy so that they can provide the re
sources that the Methodist Church of 
Mexico needs. We also teach clergy 
members how to spread the Word of 
God in different ways . As w e extend 
our Methodist ministry to Mexico as 
missionaries, w e also help to build 
and strengthen churches there. 

Many times-probably twice a 
week- I cross the border into Mex
ico . Sometimes there is violence 
there, especially on the border. There 
is a battle going on among the drug 
cartels . We missionaries are sent 
w ith the love of God to respond to 
the people's needs, but w e may be 
caught up in violence. So I need your 

When immigrant parents are 
picked up and detained for deporta
tion proceedings, their children are 
left in the custody of the US govern
ment. They cannot be deported, by 
the way, because they are underage. 

The US government cannot deport 
anyone under the age of 17. The situ
ation is particu larly complicated if the 
children are US citizens . If they are to 
rema in connected to family members, 

Border Pat rol veh icle along the US side of t he Rio Grande River and Mexico/Texas border. 

deaths of immigrants in custody in 
the prison system-either because 
not enough medica l attention was 
provided or, sometimes, because 
of the use of excessive force. The 

PH OTO: NILE SPRAGUE 

prayers . At present. we need all the 
resources that can be made avail
able . The United Methodist Women 
have been extremely gracious to us 
in responding w ith resources, and 
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the Women 's Division of Global Min
istries has been helping us tremen
dously in this endeavor. 

171e Rev. Saul Montiel is a missionary 
with the General Board of Global Minis
tries whose work relates to the National 
Plan for Hispanic/ Latino Ministry and 
to the Methodist Border Mission Net
work. As a border missionary, Rev. 
Montiel has the responsibility of help
ing the California-Pacific Annual Con
ference advocate with governments on 
both sides of the border regarding issues 
of human rights, migration, drug wars, 
detention and broken families, and po

Newly commissioned miss ionary, the Rev. Jaime Vazquez, lice violence. 
receives his anchor cross . PHOTO : CASSANDRA ZAM PINI 

The Rev. Jaime Vazquez: In 2010, I 
applied to Global Ministries to become 
a missionary. It was not necessarily my 
intention to serve in the United States. 
but that was where I was called to 
serve. Eight months ago, I was sent 
to the Desert-Southwest Conference, 
which has congregations in both Arizo
na and Nevada. These two states have 
a great concentration of Hispanics. 

The State of Arizona has the tough
est immigration laws in the United 
States. As a result, a lot of Hispanic 
people are suffering and many families 
are being separated. Our work with 
the Hispanic people who are left in Ari
zona involves a message of hope and 
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strength-a message that helps them 
to feel the presence of God and to feel 
strengthened by their faith . 

Even given the great concentra
tion of Hispanics in these two states, 
we found that there were not enough 
Hispanic United Methodist churches 
there. My job is to establish more His
panic ministries in the Desert South
west Conference. We are working 
with pastors, preparing lay leaders, and 
planting new churches. I give thanks 
to God because God has guided us 
throughout this endeavor. Thus far, we 
have planted five new churches. 

For the last 30 years, God has al
lowed me to prepare and equip 

myself to come and work with His
panic people in Arizona and Nevada. 
There are many Hispanics in the Unit
ed States, and many of them obvi
ously need to hear the voice of God. 
They need our prayers and they need 
a word of hope. I also need your 
prayers and your words of encour
agement to keep fulfilling this call to 
ministry. God plans good things for 
the United States and for the Hispan
ic people here. We missionaries need 

your prayers and help so that we can 
continue to bring the gospel to the 
Hispanic world . 

I deeply appreciate the prayers 
and financial support of United 
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Methodists across the connection for 
our Hispanic ministries . Your prayers 
and gifts are a big part of my ability to 
fulfill the mission God has called me 
to. United, we can do so much more 
than is possible when we are apart. 

The Rev. Jaime Vazquez has served for 30 
years as clergy of the Methodist Church 
of Mexico, where, for the last three 
years, he served as a bishop. The Mexi
can Northwest Conference, over which he 
presided, shares a border with the State 
of California. He has met many people 
from Central America, South America, 
and other parts of Mexico who were try
ing to cross to the United States. 

ABOVE LEFT: Boundary marker in the 

middle of bridge across Rio Grande 

between Reynosa, Mexico, and 

McAllen, Texas. PHOTO: NILE SPRAGUE 

RIGHT: Jaime Vazquez and Saul 

Montiel at General Conference 

2012. Vazquez and Montiel serve as 

National Plan for Hispanic/Latino 

Ministry miss ionaries in Arizona / 

Neva da and California, respectively. 

PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

LEFT: Newly commissioned 

missionaries are presented to 

General Conference, April 29, 2012. 

(Left to Right) William Gibson, 

Gwendoyn Gibson, Eva Gunnings, 

Saul Montiel, Carol Binder, William 

Walter Llanos Zuniga and family. 

PH OTO: CASSANDRA ZAM PINI 



I 
n 2010, rt toward a Doctor of M inistry 

of the United Methodist congregations in Frankfurt am M'ifn. Ge , tO 

event celebrating our common heritage through the music of Charles Wes
ley. I w ork in Frankfurt as a United Methodist missionary, helping to coordi-

nate the English-language ministries of The United Methodist Church in Germany. 
There are five different United Methodist congregations in the Frankfurt vi

cinity-two German, one Vietnamese, one Ghanaian, and one with members 
whose primary language or best second language is English. The planning and 

preparation for our afternoon together was complete, and we were gathering 

at Christuskirche, the United Methodist church nearest to the city center. 

At a meeting beforehand with the church's German pastor and lay leader, 
we estimated that maybe 40 persons would attend. It was a Sunday afternoon 

and people wou ld have already attended worship in the morning. The host 

congregation agreed to bring some kuchen "just in case there was not enough 
food for the potluck." Name tags were prepared, tables were set, and our mu
sicians and translators were in place. 

But as guests kept arriving and the crowd swelled to more than 80 people, 
we found ourselves scrambling to set up more places and to recruit volunteers 

to help with childcare . My husband, Kevin, and one of the Ghanaian women 

came to the rescue to help with the children . Surprisingly, the children re
flected the core participants of the event. There were Ghanaian children and 

Vietnamese children . First they sat in their ethnic groups . Then they paused 

we 1 

Twi. They were all speaking German. 
In just a short t ime, the children be
came one group together rather than 

two groups apart. 
There was joyous singing-each 

in her or his own language and with 
a mixture of tunes . There was spon

taneous clapping as each language 

group recited the Lord's Prayer in its 
own language. And there was plen

ty of international food for all at the 

potluck. The goal was to get to know 
one another as individuals rather than 
as " migrants" and " hosts." People 

began to see each other as members 
of the household of God, with unique 

names and faces . 
Following the celebration , we all 

agreed to hold another event the 
next year. Then, however, we would 

• • 0 • ,., \ , , _,,. .• _., - ."' ,'<:• • \ 1rJ " , .. ,. ,., • - .• ' ... i~ ' •• ' t. ~•• '• • ', , • ,.,~~ • ~ " '• l "' I'':• .. ' • • •' ' ' • ' '~' ' • ' "' ' ' • o ' I 

Frtzgerald(lE 

.to besheph 

celebrate 1 

t11an rneet 
ne peopli 

migrant ci 
days are ' 
to "rnorn1 
that our n 
more Geri 
increase ti 
migrant ar 
1td1d In 2( 
gathered 1 
across Frc; 
!ellowshi~ 

Faith an 

Bishop Re 
ed Methe 
the curre 
Method is 
states th 
prays in h1 
entin En[ 

but her d 
her origin 

Many 
have lear 
guage fo1 
to worsh 
or languc 
want to 
same wr. 
1t1n their 
1ans who 
United~ 

ny have 1 

two hour 
music an 
prayers 

Vietnam~ 
1n Bible: 
s not c 
The Rus 
er Part c 
in its we 
sing trad 

The 
~nal cc 
ush-spea 
Deople . 



e Fitzgerald (Left) from the US and Ruwith Herath (right) from Sri Lanka 

re to be shepherds for an annual Christmas nativity play. PHOTO: KRISTA s . GIVENS 

celebrate together in worship rather 
than meet in the afternoon. Most of 
the people present were from the 
migrant congregations, where Sun
days are "church day~." not limited 
to "morning worship." We hoped 
that our new plan would encourage 
more Germans to attend and would 
increase the interaction between the 
migrant and host congregations. And 
it did . In 2011, more than 100 persons 
gathered from the five congregations 
across Frankfurt to worship and have 
fellowship together. 

Faith and Language 

Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, the Unit
ed Methodist bishop of Germany, is 
the current president of the United 
Methodist Council of Bishops. She 
states that, when she prays, she 
prays in her mother tongue. She is flu
ent in English and is learning Spanish, 
but her deepest spiritual language is 
her orig inal German. 

Many migrants-even those who 
have learned the host country's lan
guage for work or school-still want 
to worship in their native language 
or language group. At church, they 
want to express their faith in the 
same ways they learned to express 
it in their home countries. The Ghana
ians who are active in the Ghana ian 
United Methodist societies in Germa
ny have worship that lasts for at least 
two hours. It is filled with loud praise 
music and dancing as well as lengthy 

English-such as those from the Unit
ed States, Great Britain, South Africa, 
and Canada . They also reach those 
whose best second language is Eng
lish, such as those from the Philip
pines, China, Singapore, and India, 
to name a few. These congregations 
usually have worship for an hour or 
so and use a more traditional style of 
worship, with hymns from The United 

Methodist Hymnal and The Faith We 

Sing. It is often difficult for the interna
tional United Methodist churches to 
work with so many different cu ltures 
together. Even so, all the pastors and 
congregation members say that they 
enjoy the challenge of being together, 
not wanting to risk the potential for 
loneliness in being apart. 
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my study, I asked two people from 
each of the five Frankfurt congrega
tions why they worshiped where they 
did and what strengths they saw in 
one another's worship experiences. 
The responders were respectful of 
the different traditions but expressed 
a desire to find a church home and 
spiritual center where they could be 
themselves . 

One African commented that Ger
man worship was stiff and boring
quickly adding that the preaching 
was well thought through . A German 
member commented that the Gha
naian worship was too loud but that 
he really appreciated the music and 
dancing . Germans tended to be seen 
as having a more "head-focused " 

prayers and traditional liturgy. The The Rev. Conrad Roberts (far right) sings and claps along with the youth and children's group singing 

Vietnamese spend much of their time songs of praise and worship at the joint Good Friday service with the three Ghanaian United Methodist 

in Bible study, as their native culture societies in Hamburg, Germany. PHOTO: J. DANKWAH 

is not oriented toward Christianity. 
The Russian congregation in anoth

er part of Germany often has drama 
in its worship service and members 
sing traditional Russian music. 

The United Methodist interna
tional congregations are the "Eng
lish-speaking" ones. They reach the 
people whose primary language is 

What I LikeAboutYou 

Each of the different international and 
migrant groups brings different gifts 
to the Evangelische-methodistische 

Kirche (EmK or UMC) . They bring dif
ferent music, different styles, differ
ent ways of praying, and different 
ways of "being church ." As part of 

worship, while migrant congregations 
seemed to have a more "heart-fo
cused " form . But for most congrega
tion members, worshiping in a famil

iar language made it easier to fill their 
spiritua l needs. 

One of the greatest difficulties 
in having migrant and language 
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congregations existing alongside 
their German counterparts lies in the 
process of becoming one: The Unit
ed Methodist Church in Germany. 
The language and migrant congrega
tions are often viewed by Germans 
as exotic . They are invited to German 
congregat ions to sing, share their fa
mi liar foods, and dress in traditional 
clothing. But it seems to be more 
difficult for Germans to accept invita
tions to come to the migrants ' wor
ship services. 

It is not always easy to be together. 
When the New Hope English-speak
ing United Methodist fellowship in 
Frankfurt first started, the host Ger
man congiegation tried to make the 
members feel at home during the first 
joint service by standing to sing and 
sitting to pray. This was a form of wel
come, since Germans sit to sing and 
stand to pray. But there was signifi
cant confusion every time there was 
a prayer or hymn. For the most part, 
the congregation members looked at 
one another and decided as a group 
whether to sit or stand. 

Many of the German congrega

tions have members who are mi
grants and have made a deliberate 
choice to worship with the German 

congregations rather than with fellow 
speakers of their native tongue. They 
have felt welcomed and accepted 
into the life of the German congrega
tions. Some are married to Germans. 
Some wish to make a complete break 
with their home country. And some 
want to immerse themselves and 
their families in German culture. But 
many non-German speakers in the 
migrant or language congregations 
are students, business people, or 
government representatives who are 
in the country for only a limited time. 
For them, worshiping in German is 
not realistic. 

Reaching Across Boundaries 
Some German congregations have 
reached out in other languages as 
a way to welcome potential new 
members . One small congregation 
in Wiesloch is fairly close to US mili
tary bases and to businesses that 
employ Engl ish-speaking workers . 
That congregation chose to become 
bilingual , using both German and 
English. The leaders worked on a 
way to coordinate the hymns; and at 

each worship service, the sermon is 
translated from the language of the 
preacher into the other language . 

Thus, when a German preaches, 
the sermon is translated into Eng
lish; and when an English speaker 
preaches, the sermon is translated 
into German. Then the coffee hour 
after worship brings the cultures 
together-sometimes with words, 
sometimes only with gestures, and 
sometimes with the help of the chil
dren and youth, who interpret for 
the adults. 

Holidays are interesting times for 
the migrant congregations. When I 
asked a member of the Ghanaian con
gregation how Christmas Eve was 
traditionally celebrated in Ghana, he 
said that people would pass through 
the village, drumming all night long. 
While that tradition is not transfer
able to Germany, other Ghanaian tra
ditions can be carried out with some 
modifications . 

In the international congregations, 
the Christmas and Easter services are 
often the ones with the lowest atten
dance. People want to be at home for 
these holidays, and German work or 
school vacations are set to give peo
ple time off for travel. Adjustments 
have to be made for the congrega
tions where members celebrate rel i
gious holidays in church . 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: The Rev. Kevin Seckel, a Global Ministries missionary, teaches at t he annual training for Sunday school teachers and youth leaders of 

migrant and language congregations. PHOTO: CA ROL SECKH; Participants in the Charles Wesley celebration in 2010; Ghanian Roy Aboaja, who is Hamburg's 

International UMC lay leader, greets South African baby Annabella Bruns on Sunday morning. PHOTOS: GOTFRIED HAMP 

At Hamburg, international United 

Methodist worship on Christmas Eve 

is done in the traditional English man

ner, complete with music from Brit

ish hymnals during the service and 

mince pies afterward . On Christmas 

Day, worship is held in the Ameri

can way, using hymn tunes from the 

United States and serving Christmas 

cookies during fellowship . Last year, 

the . congregation of the internation

al United Methodist Church in Dus

seldorf realized that almost every

one wou ld be traveling on Maunday 

Thursday, so they held a "Maunday 

Wednesday" worship service before 

the members went their separate 

ways for the Easter holiday. 
In Frankfurt, New Hope Fellowship 

celebrates Ash Wednesday and Maun
day Thursday, wh ile Christuskirche, 

the German congregation, has a spe

cial service on Good Friday. Members 

of each congregation attend the servic

es offered by the other congregation . 

· A Seat at the Table 
As challenging as it is for worship

ers in Germany to become one 

United Methodist Church, the host 

congregations and the migrant and 

language congregations are deter

mined to be the church together. 

Structurally, the congregations are 
involved with one another at annual 

conference . To ensure that everyone 

understands the work of the confer
ence, the North Germany Conference 

offers translation, while the South 

Germany Conference offers "men

tors" to assist during annual con

ference . This year, the Central Con

ference is recommending that the 

committee working with the migrant 

and language ministries be included 

in the work of the Central Conference 

Mission Board, where representa
tives from the migrant and language 

congregations would have designat

ed seats . The translation of important 

documents. such as the Child Protec
tion Policy, would guarantee that all 

can share in the same understand

ings . Training for lay speakers, now 

offered in English and German, will 

soon be available in Russian as well. 

All certified lay speakers wi ll be asked 

to list the languages in which they are 

willing to preach so that some can be 

sent across cultural boundaries . 

Will there always be language and 

migrant ministries? Probably so. The 
continued development of globa l 

economies wi ll demand the transmi

gration of many different people

from the business sector to the ser

vice sector. Migrants. refugees, and 

asylum seekers w ill continue to move 

1n and out of countries. w hile only 

some w ill stay and establish new 

roots. But the separate language and 
migrant ministries w ill become less 

isolated and more connected, with 

the larger church providing the stage 

for the celebration of the t ruly globa l 

United Methodist Church. There wi ll 
be joy both in diversi ty and in the one

ness of God 's creation . 

The Rev. Carol Seckel is serving as 
the Coordinator of English Language 
Ministries and In ternational Con 
gregation Ministries with The United 
Methodist Church in Germany. Last 
year, she earned a Doctorate of Minis
try in Mission Evangelism from Wesley 
Seminary. Previously, Carol and her 
husband, the Rev. Kevin Seckel, served 
The UMC in Latvia and the Alaska 
Missionary Co nference. 
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Meditations 
This meditation cloth, or fam ine hanging, is entitled MISEREOR- Hungertuch 

2011 "What you do to the least" by Sokey A. Edorh. It portrays the Last 

Judgment as taking place in the slum of an African metropolis . 

PHOTO BY MISEREOR, USED BY PERMISSION 

0
" a Famine Hanging 

The German Catki11c Bishops' Organization for Development Cooperation 

(MISEREOR) has revitalized a I 000-year•old Lenten tradition. A Hungertuch 
(literally "hunger cloth" or famine hanging) was displayed 1n church buildings during 

Lent as a visual rem1nde of Christ's suffering. 

by Christine Erb-Kanzleiter 

For more than 50 years, MISEREOR has been committed to fighting pove1 ty 1n 

Africa. Asia. and Latin America. regardless of the rel1g1on, ethnicity. or gender of the 

poor. For 20 I 1-20 I 2. MISEREOR contracted with artist Sokey Edorh ofTogo to 

create the current Hunger Cloth. 

T 
his med1tat1on cloth, or 

famine hanging, 1s an invi

tation to walk the way of 

the cross of Jesus, at the 

side of the African people . The art

ist from Togo has portrayed the Last 

Judgment as taking place in the slum 

of an African metropolis. In this cen

tury of globalizat1on, what we do in 

one country affects the lives of peo

ple who live on the other side of the 

world . As 1n Matthew 25:31-46, what 

we do-or fail to do-for members of 

Jesus ' family, we do-or fail to do

for Jesus. This year's famine hanging 

invites us to explore the s1tuat1on of 

the African continent as shown to us 

by artist Sokey Edorh . 

Migrants Make Up the Slums 

At the top left of the painting, we 

see oil tanks. Global corporations e -

tract oil and other valuable African re

sources fore port to Europe or North 
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America. At the top right are high-rise 
buildings. One is labeled "Lehman 
Brothers " and stands for the multi
national groups exploiting the coun
tries of the so-called Third World. It is 
ironic that Lehman Brothers has since 
gone out of business . 

In the slum (front left}, a crowd of 
poor people assemble. They are re
alizing that, when they create neigh
borhood networks and committees, 
they build the strength and courage 
needed to make a difference in their 
desperate life situations. Together, 
they have organized a demonstration 
to protest against their disgraceful liv
ing conditions . 

The slum dwellers are prisoners 
of the vicious circle of poverty. There
fore, the artist from Togo has paint
ed a prisoner in the slum (center left). 
who is grasping the bars that con
tain him while looking out on the way 
of the cross. The inhabitants of the 
slum are carrying the cross of pov
erty, holding up signs that say "I am 
thirsty" and "Father forgive them" in 
French . They are reaching out, offer
ing reconciliation in an unreconciled 
world. They show their willingness 
to forgive those who, over decades 
and centuries, have oppressed and 
exploited them. 

Work and Play in the Slum 

At the bottom left of the painting, we 
see a weaver next to the woman pull
ing the cart. He stands for all people 
in the slums of this world who redis
cover and develop their own econom
ic and cultural identity. To his left, we 
see children playing . Many children in 
the slums have to work and have no 
time for play, but only in playing can 
they discover the wider world and de
velop an identity of their own. They 
need the time and space simply "to 
be children," but often the rights of 
children are not granted to the poor
est in the world . 

At the front and center of the 
painting, an amazingly strong woman 
is pulling a heavy cart holding a bar
rel of fresh water-something most 
slum dwellers lack. In the slums, the 
women bear the heaviest workloads . 
Children are help
ing this woman by 
pushing the cart 
as she p~lls . Chil
dren who have 
to work have dim 
prospects for the 
future . 

About to pass 
the cart on the right 
is a woman riding a 
bicycle, hoping for 
the best possible 
life for the child sit-
ting behind her. On 
the other side of the bike is a make
shift school where children come to 
learn to read and write. Only education 
can enable them to escape the pover
ty around them. 

Near the school is a little advice 
bureau-a table where people in all 
sorts of life situations come for coun
seling. Perhaps they are asking how 
to improve their poor health and nu
trition . North of the school, garden
ers are growing and marketing their 
produce to help people satisfy their 
hunger. Behind the gardeners, bull
dozers are tearing down some of the 
people's flimsy shacks . 

The Church on the Fringe 

At the upper right is a small church 
or chapel, dwarfed and partly hid
den by the tall buildings behind it. Its 
barely visible cross shows the whole 
world that Christ is living right there
among the poor and needy. But how 
does the church respond to the chal
lenges of a world driven by money 
markets and obsessed by profit? 
Where are we, the Christians? Do 
we close our eyes in order not to see 
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what is happening on the African con
t inent? Or do we show solidarity? Are 
we standing at the side of the poor, 
or are we with the Lehman Brothers? 

Approaching the beach behind the 
skyscrapers are small boats carrying 

Peace Church Youth on retreat in Austria work on 

sections of a meditation hanging of their own. 

PHOTO: COURTESY OF CHRISTINE ERB-KANZLE ITER 

refugees who seek a better future . 
Some manage to find refuge in a new 
land. A woman on the beach waits to 
welcome them with bread and water. 
At the top center of the picture, just 
above the head of the woman pulling 
the water cart, two people receive 
clean drinking water. The sick are 
given loving care . A dove and a throne 
above this scene show that the help 
given and solutions found happen in 
the name of a God of love and justice 
whose spirit reaches out over Africa . 

This is only my interpretation of 
a fascinating piece of art published 
by the German charity Brat fur die 
Welt (Bread for the World) and MISE
REOR . The artist who came from 
Togo to Germany to paint this picture 
shows us both the harsh reality he 
sees and his dreams and visions of 
change. We can get to know him bet
ter when we meditate on his work. 

I Have a Dream 

The children of Peace Church in Mu
nich, Germany, painted a piece of 
art while we were on a retreat with 
them at a farm in Austria after Easter. 
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Inspired by the famine hanging of 
Togolese artist Sokey Edorh, my son 
Nicolas taught the children how to 
make a fam ine hanging of their own . 
Eight ch ildren participated in Nicolas's 
workshop. They spent a w hole day, 
with breaks only for food and play, to 
create th is colorfu l pictu re of the Ital
ian island " Lampedusa. " Below, they 
say what they see in their picture. 

offering those escaping the hunger 
and terror of their home countries a 

roof over their heads. 
"Those who set foot in the new 

land are immediately given a hand 
by a chain of people holding hands 
across the world . People of all col
ors and backgrounds are helping and 
holding each other. They are people 
w ith hope and dreams. 

"The chain of people leads our PHOTO : COURTESY CHRISTINE ERB-KANZLEITER 

[FIRST CHILD] " I can see a vil
lage w here chi ldren sing and dance. 
Though some of the houses have 
been destroyed, somebody is bu ild
ing them up again . I can see a nu
clear power station . The earthquake 
in Japan damaged it severely. The 
place is now a danger for everyone 
in the reg ion . Fire brigades try to ki ll 
the f ire. Th is is Fukushima in Japan. A 
girl plants f lowers next to the nuclear 
power station. Th is is new life in the 
face of danger and death ." 

[SECOND CHILD] "This is the Ital
ian coast, and sh ips with refugees 
from Africa try to enter the island of 
Lampedusa. They are seeking a bet
ter life, a new land, and a place to 
stay. At the beach w e can see a ref
ugee camp w ith barracks and tents, 

view to a hospital , with tents and 
beds outside on the ground. I see 
an ambulance and soldiers bringing 
their wounded companions from the 
battlefields . In the hospitals they will 
receive help and care and healing." 

[THIRD CHILD] "The bubbles up in 

the sky are our dreams. I can see but
terfl ies and flow ers; trees and music, 
a long river, and ferti le land. Many 
people are holding each other. con
necting one part of the world with an
other, so that w e are all one big fam ily 
under God 's colorful rainbow. " 

[FOURTH CHILD] "The man in the 

dark suit w ho speaks to the crowds is 
Martin Luther King, Jr .. and he shares 
his dream of equal ity, unity, and jus
t ice w ith the others . His " I Have a 

Children on the Peace Church retreat in Austria took part in many activities together. 

PH OTO : COU RTESY CHRISTINE ERB - KANZLEITER 

Dream" speech is well known in the 
whole world . His dream keeps people 
going-encouraging them, strength
ening them, and giving them hope. 

[ F I FT H CHILD] "The four bubbles 
in the sky are our dreams and visions 
for a better world . Bubble 1 (far right) 
is 'Work for All .' It shows a man hang
ing up wash and a woman fetching 
water. A car drives through a village. 
Wood is cut and somebody pushes a 
wheelbarrow. 

Bubble 2 (second from right) 
is 'Food for All .' A bottle, bread, 
and all sorts of fru it can be seen. 
There is plenty of food-enough for 
everybody. 

Bubble 3 (second from left) is 
'Education for All .' In it I see books 
and pens, exercise books, f ilms, and 
more. 

Bubble 4 (far left) is 'A Good Place 
for Al l. ' It shows a sacred land, full of 
safe places : places to rest. churches, 
communities, homes for every man, 
woman, and child in the world! " 

[SIXTH C H I LD ] "When I look at 
this picture, I understand that peo
ple should never give up. Never! It is 
so important to have dreams and to 
keep them alive. 

" Nobody wants wars and fights. 
We must work together for peace. 

We must help each other and make 
each other strong. We are all one big, 
wonderful fam ily: wh ite and black and 
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red and yellow. We must live in unity 
with each other and work for justice. 
We must encourage each other and 
sing and dance together-no matter 

how different we are ." 

[SEVENTH c HI LO] "We must 
love each other. And we can love 
each other because God loves us . 
If we really want to, we can make a 

difference." 

[EIGHTH c HI LO] " Many people are 
hungry, but we can share . We have so 
much, we can give to others. Jesus 
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"I Have a Dream" created by the children of Peace Church, Munich, Germany. 

asks us to do so in Matthew 25: 
" ... 'I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in pris
on and you visited me.' Then the righ
teous will answer him, 'Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 

something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and wel
comed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we 

PHOTO: COURTESY CHRISTINE ERB-KANZLEITER. 

saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you? ' And the king will answer them, 
'Tru ly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are mem
bers of my family, you did it to me."' 
{Matthew 25:35-40) 

The Rev. Christine Erb-Kanzleiter serves 
as pastor of Peace United Methodist 
Church, an international, English-speak
ing congregation located in Munich, Ger
many. Versions of these stories first ap
peared in her monthly newsletters, which 
can be found on the Peace Church web
site: http://www.peacechurch.de/. 
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by Thomas Kemper 

A 
t a Friends of Mission 

luncheon held on Sun
day, April 29, during the 

2012 General Conference 

of The United Methodist Church in 
Tampa, Florida, Thomas Kemper, gen

eral secretary of the church's Gener

al Board of Global Ministries, spoke 
about the transition from "memory" 

to "vision" in the church's twenty
first century mission . 

The luncheon, hosted by Palma 

Ceia United Methodist Church in 
South Tampa, was followed in the af

ternoon by the commissioning of 23 

new missionaries and 17 new dea

conesses and home missioners. 

Excerpts from Mr. Kemper's re

marks follow. 

In FOCUS, one of the booklets pub

lished by Abingdon Press as part of the 

preparation for General Conference, 

Professor Lovett Weems observes 
that our church is in a time of transi

tion between "memory" and "vision." 

It is equally true to say that our Unit

ed Methodist mission theology and 
practice are also in transition, and mis

sion theology and practice are always 

related. I am convinced that we have 
significantly moved from memory
our recollection of the colonial/empire 

model of mission that prevailed at the 
Edinburgh Missionary Conference of 

1910-to an emerging vision in which 

the universal gospel is held and shared 

in diverse cultural forms. To support my 

thesis, I offer these five propositions: 

Equality-We are here at this 

large, if short, mission roundtable 

at Palma Ceia as equals in grace 
and faith , equals in the call to glorify 

God, and equal in our commitment to 
serve all of God 's people . Equality is a 

hallmark of the new series of regional 

and topical mission roundtables we 
have launched at Global Ministries. 

The principle is no longer that of 

"whoever has the most money calls 

the shots ." We are leaving that era 
in favor of a new era of mission trust 

and collaboration. 

Missionaries from and to Every
where-We are making significant 

strides in moving away from the co
lonial model in which all missionar

ies were white Europeans or white 

Americans . Today, missionaries come 

from everywhere and go everywhere, 

as was famously said in the Common 

Call of the 2010 Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference, convened on the 1 OOth 

anniversary of the first Edinburgh Con
ference . Today, April 29, 2012, we are 

commissioning global missionaries 

from 11 countries. Almost 50 percent 

of our international missionaries now 

come from outside the United States. 
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LEFT: Thomas Kemper 

answers a question on the 

f loo r of plena ry, May I, 

Genera l Conference 2012, 

in Tampa, Florida. 

PHOTO: MIKE DUBOS E/UM NS 

Partnerships- We are forging gen
uine pa rtnerships that avoid replica
tion of ministries, and we are taking 
our ·cues from the priorities of indig
enous Christians. The importance 
of listening to the people of any 
particular place was dramatically il
lustrated in the Act of Repentance 

we experienced on Friday night at 
the convention center. We have so 
often-even as the church-ignored 
the spi ritual capacity and wisdom of 
people· outside of Western culture . 

Strengthening Churches-We are 
developing missionaries and mission 
volunteers in ways that complement 
and enhance partner efforts-except 
in situations of genuine pioneer mis
sion, such as. recently, in Southeast 
Asia. Mongolia, and several regions 
of Africa. Our scholarships and leader
ship-development grants are no longer 
just for individual scholars. Now they 
are designed to complement and un
dergird church priorities, such as our 
current four focus areas. Several of 
the missionaries we will commission 
today received parts of their education 
through World Communion grants or 
other Global Ministries study grants. 

Current Global Ministries m issionaries in Tanza nia: Ngoy and Umba Ka langwa, 

newly commissioned Elizabeth and Eric Soard, Ka baka Alphonsi ne, and Mutwale Wa Mushid i. 

PHOTO: CHR ISTIE R. HOUSE 
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Newly commissioned missionary 

Jean Claude Masuka Malika (center) 

cele brates his commissioning with 

his father, Malika Kayombo (4th from 

Left), a 2012 General Conference 

delegate from the DR Congo's 

Lukas hi Conference, and other 

me mbers of his annual conference. 

PHOTO: CASSANDRA ZAM PINI 

Intra-Methodist and Ecumenical 
Work-We are also promoting intra
Methodist and ecumenical efforts in 
mission and ministry. Two emerging 
examples are the new Global Minis
tries ' offices in Hong Kong and the 
Holy Land. The first gives testimo
ny to our commitment to mission in 
China and other parts of Asia . That 
office is being organized in close 
collaboration with our partner, the 
Methodist Church of Hong Kong, 
which is represented at this General 
Conference by the Rev. Tin Yau Yuen 
and Stuart Chen. The Jerusa lem 
office is a joint project of Global 
Ministries, the Briti sh Methodist 
Church, and the World Methodist 
Council. It will also cooperate closely 
with the World Council of Churches' 
Jerusalem Center. 

One major objective of this of
fice is to help Methodist pilgrims to 
the Holy Land experience the reali
ties and challenges faced by Pales
tinian Christians, whose numbers are 
being reduced by both political and 
economic factors . Our pilgrims need 
to experience not only the ancient 
stones unearthed by archeologists 
but also the "living stones " of the 
Holy Land-faithful Christians holding 
on in a troubled land. 

Thomas Kemper is the General Secretary 
of the General Board of Global Ministries 
of The United Methodist hurch. 



42 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK ORG 

• • m1ss1on memo 
General Conference 2012* the largest of the three with 63,000 members; the Baptis 

A General Conference that began with great expectations Union. with 17,500 members; and The United Methodist 

for institutional reform ended with only modest change. Church, with 4,000 members. 

Compromise legislation to restructure general church 

agencies passed, only to be struck down in the last hours 

by the Judicial Council. Thus, after a 10-day meeting in

volving nearly 1,000 delegates from around the word, The 

United Methodist Church will look about the same. 
General Conference did end guaranteed appointment 

for ordained elders . Delegates approved a $603 mil

lion quadrennial general church budget, the first small
er budget in the UMC's history. The United Methodist 

Church retained its stand against homosexuality. Efforts 

to alter the church's position on social and political mat
ters also fell short. Delegates defeated legislation to 

have the United Methodist General Board of Pension 

and Health Benefits divest of stocks in three companies 
said to benefit from the Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
territories. 

*Sam Hodges, United Methodist Reporter, May 11. 2012 

Delegation Announces Endorsement* 
After interviewing episcopal candidates from the South 

Central Jurisdiction, the Nebraska Conference delegation 

voted March 24 to officially endorse the Rev. Cynthia Fier
ro Harvey for the episcoracy. Harvey is a member of the 

Texas Conference and currently serves as the deputy gen
eral secretary of United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

Delegation members listed her administrative, communi
cation, pastoral, and relational skills as assets that Rev. 

Harvey would bring to the episcopacy. This is the first 
episcopal endorsement that the Nebraska delegation has 

made since 2000, and it was a unanimous decision. Epis

copal candidates are to be voted on at the South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference, July 18-21, in Oklahoma City. 

*The Rev. Stephanie Ahlschwede, Nebraska Messenger, 
Spring 2012 

UM Pastor Heads Swedish Church Union Team 
A United Methodist pastor 1s the leader of a management 

group guiding the formation of a new ecumenical denom
ination in Sweden. The Rev. Lasse Svensson, 40, was 

chosen in mid-January to head a new three-member team 
charged with completing the union of three small Swed

ish Protestant churches: the Mission Covenant Church, 

United Methodist participation in the church union was 

approved in late 2010 by the Northern Europe and Eurasia 

Central Conference. Sweden is predominantly Lutheran. 

Methodism arrived there in the mid-19th century and 

grew to some 15,000 members by 1900. 

Grants Help Long-Term Recovery across US 
In March 2012, UMCOR's board of directors approved 

$2 .1 million in disaster recovery grants for four annual 

conferences, paving the road for many 2011 survivors of 

tornadoes and Hurricane Irene to finally rebuild in North 

Carolina, North Alabama, Upper New York, and Missouri . 

To support UMCOR in continued help for victims of disas
ter across the nation, donate to US Disaster Response, 
Advance #901670. 

Students from 44 Countries Receive Grants 
Recipients of leadership study grants from General Board 

of Global Ministries for the 2012-2013 academic year total 

206. There are 64 new students and 142 continuing stu

dents this year, according to the scholarship statistical re
port. The total of the new grants is $1 ,069,355. Of the 

206 grants. 115 went to men and 91 to women, while in 

most years there is a 50-50 gender ratio . 

This year, a large number of recipients are candidates 
for ordination or careers in Christian education from "mis

sion initiative" countries where Methodism is fairly new 

There are eight Asian initiative countries . Another first in 

the new grants is an award to a member of the Dumaga 
indigenous community in the Sierra Madre Mountains o 
the Philippines. 

DEATHS- Roland l. Kirkwood, retired m1ss1onary with 

15 years of service 1n India, died February 13, 2012 
Loyde M . Middleton, retired m1ss1onary with 21 years 

of service 1n Bolivia, died April 3, 2012 ... Gary G. Fritz 
retired m1ss1onary with 18 years of service 1n Bol1v1a and 
Chile, died April 22, 2012 ... Edwin Shields, retired mis 

s1onary with almost 36 years of service 1n Burma (Myan

mar), Malaysia, and Nepal, died April 30, 2012 .Janet 
Huntley Linde. retired m1ss1onary with 35 years of ser

vice 1n Japan, died May 16, 2012 
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New Beginnings: Back to L'viv 
by Michael A1rgood, a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries, 
who serves as a church planter and youth ministry developer in Western Ukrai11e, 
based m the city of L 'v1v. 

Many things have changed 1n my life over the last few months. After eight 

wonderful months in the states v1s1t1ng old friends and making new ones, 

I was brought on as a Global M1n1stries' standard support m1ss1onary and 

sent back to L'v1v, Ukraine It has been my dream since I was 12 years old 

to work as a Global Ministries' m1ss1onary and 1t 1s a great JOY to be serving 
in that role 

It was a JOY to spend two months 1tinerat1ng and ra1s1ng money through 
The Advance We raise money for the entire m1ss1onary community My 

way has been paid for by the last generation of m1ss1onaries and I raise 

funds for the next generation Thomas Kemper, the leader of our Unite-:J 

Method 1st mission board, continues to be a huge advocate for young adults 
1n m1ss1onary service 

Everything 1s going well with the Ukraine university student ministry, 

Molod' do lsusa The students are out 1n full force as spring begins to bud 

Everything 1s beautiful and the students are taking full advantage of this 
warmer weather We will be moving into the new student center soon. as 

we have simply outgrown the current space we occupy It has been a big 

campaign to raise the necessary funds and there 1s still a need as we look 
to renovate the new. larger space 

A photo of Michael 

A1rgood 's Easter bask.et. 

ale.en at the church 

closest to his 

partment in L'v1v 

PHOTO MICHAEL AIRGOOO 
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Partnership Works Together to Establish Miracle Tree Forests 
f\ United Methodist "/11 Mission Together" Parl11ersl11p st or}. 

Tolerant of drought and poor soil and fast-growing, the Monnga tree 1s a 

living miracle Almost every part of the tree, from the roots to the flowers, 

1s benef 1c1al It can be harvested as food , used for forage for animals, and 
madg into a water purifier, or fertilizer, or a variety of trad1t1onal med1c1nes 

For the people of Malawi, this miracle 

tree 1s a way to combat malnutrition, 
while strengthening food security, sus

tainable land use, and rural development 

That's why the Malawi United Meth
odist Church (MUMC), with the support 

of its In Mission Together partner, the 

Church of the Resurrection 1n Leawood. 
Kansas, has started a nursery of these 

trees The churches are encouraging the 

people of communities throughout this 
southeastern African country to plant 

Harvested Moringa Leaves 

PHOTO PAUL JEFFREY 

forests of these miracle trees to address two of the major challenges f ac

ing the Malawi people-poverty and malnutrition . 

After learning about the benef1c1al trees from June Kim of UMCOR, the 
MUMC health ministry proposed establishing nurseries and plantin9 for

ests of Moringa trees "Lives are being saved and the community trans

formed," said the Rev Cayce Stapp of the Church of the Resurrection Th 

Malawi United Methodists. with the help of the Church of the Resurrection. 

have established model farms where Monnga forestry methods are dem
onstrated These partner churches will work together to off er workshops 

for the communities to learn how to grow Monngas. and the MUMC will 

market the Monnga Nursery seedlings through advert1s1ng and promotion. 

Since December 2011 , Monnga trees have been planted 1n Zwak1, Nancholi. 

and Mad1s1, and expansion to other parts of the Malawi is being planned 



The Road to Emmaus 
by Christine Erb-Kanzleiter, a missionary with Global Ministries, serving as 
pastor at Peace United Methodist Church in Munich, Germany. 

There is a new piece of art hanging on the wal l in the entrance hall of the 
church building. Steffen Schuster, a painter and scu lptor and a member of 
Friedenskirche (Peace Church) , created it for exactly this purpose: to greet 
the people who walk into the church, attract their attention, and offer them 
a first moment of meditation . The painting of the " Road to Emmaus, " with 
its brightness, its rich coloring, and the story that lies behind it, is both an 
invitation to come in and a foretaste of what you may experience when you 
get involved on th is road , in th is church . 

The two wanderers in the picture are heading toward a smal l and peace
ful village. They have with them the light luggage for a day trip . Near an 
enormous old tree they meet a man. The two disciples invite the stranger 

into their sad and desperate lives and share their sorrow with him, which 
leads to a life-changing fellowship at the table in Emmaus. 

The Road to Emmaus provides a t ime for a new look at things. The dis
ciples begin to understand-their hope for a successful life opens ahead of 
them along this new path . "When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him. " 

New hope comes after a long journey and a shared meal, after the real
ization that this man they'd been trave ling with is Jesus, the risen Christ. 
Thanks to this journey, the disciples can look beyond pain and despair and 
rediscover the presence of God. 

The Road to Emmaus, a painting by Steffen Schuster. PHOTO: COURTESY CHRI STINE ERB -KA NZLEITER 
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Celebr ~ing Young Adults in Mission 
c , , 

Li vi 11\,g s to 11\,es 
for- TYtl 11\,SfOYV\A,tlt~Oll\, 

August 2-5, 2012, in Arlington, Virginia 

60-year celebration of US-2s 
35-year celebration of Mission Interns 

General Board of Global Ministries 

Bringing alumni and partners together who have 
been involved in the mission and justice work 

of Global Ministries' young adult ministry 
programs around the world 

For more information, please visit: 
http://www.umcmission .org/Learn-About-Us/ 

News-and-Stories/2012/ April/ celebratingyoungadults 
or call (703-679-7370) 

$3.5 miRlon 
l'li"Nfll-.,f up to 20 years 

1-800-882-,8833. 

or email yamscelebration@gmail.com 

.A-Globel Ulnlal rlea '-1.',,. ~~Cl'wdl 

1~Global Ministries ~I® ~he United Methodist Church 
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UNITED METHODIST MISSIONARIES answer their highest calling. And they are our highest 

priority. Missionaries are a testament to faith in action, whatever their assignment, whether they 

are planting a church or operating a medical cl in ic. United Methodist missionaries come from 

everywhere and go to everywhere because we are a globa l church responding to Jesus Christ's 

call for our lives. 

Please partner with Global Ministries and your United Methodist missionaries through your 

prayers and by your financial support with a gift to The Advance: MISSIONARIES SERVING 

AROUND THE WORLD, #00779Z . Or MISSIONARIES SERVING IN THE US, #982597. 

l~Global Ministries ~'®~he United Methodist Church givetomission.org 
c 
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