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THE WORLD AT THE DOORSTEP 

urrent estimates of the death toll from the Haiti earthquake, which reg

istered a 7.0 magnitude, have been updated to 316,000. One million 

people are still homeless, living in 1200 camps scattered around the country. 

The world gave an unprecedented $1 billion in response to the Haiti earth

quake. Most of the funds came from private donors, such as United Method

ists giving through UMCOR . In order to distribute these funds, UN agencies 

and all kinds of organ izations-governmental, nongovernmental, fa ith-based, 

private, and otherwise-came to camp out in Haiti from all over the world . 

AlertNet, a humanitarian news w ebsite of the Thomson Reuters Foun

dation, compiled a one-year anniversary overview of Haiti 's situation 

(http://www.trust.org/ alertnet/crisis-centre/crisis/haiti-earthquake-2010). It 

says that countless lives were saved through efforts that provided water, sani

tation , food aid, and shelter to millions of Haitians. However, of the estimated 

10,000 charitable organ izations that have set up shop in Haiti , only 450 have 

formally reg istered with the Haitian government so that their work can be co

ordinated in a broad strategic plan through the United Nations. (UMCOR has 

registered and is in compliance, as readers will learn in this issue.) Haiti's Prime 

Minister, Jean-Max Bellerive, says that many charities now working in Haiti by

pass the government altogether. offering no accountabilityfortheiractionsatall . 

Where are all those many thousands of international aid workers living? 

Generally, in what little housing was left standing, pushing up rents toa level that 

even well-paid Haitian workers can no longer afford. Medical charities moving 

in can offer more money to Haitian medical workers than Haitian health facili

ties, so a " brain-dra in" is going on within the country, undermining the work 

of Haitian health services. With so much free medical care available, Haitian 

pharmaciscs have been forced to close and doctors have lost their patients. 

In addition, Oxfam reports that relief organizations that bring in food 

from outside the country have undercut local agricultural production . 

Read carefully this issue of New World Outlook, and understand that 

the slow, methodical work of Methodists supports local economies . Build

ing up Hait ian capacity to provide food. water, shelter, and education is the 

only way for the church to follow the first of John Wesley 's three simple 

rules ... first do no harm. United Methodists can be proud of their church's 

honest and fa ithful response, even when mistakes are made and roadblocks 

slow down the work. UMCOR is training a Haitian staff to navigate around 

the obstacles and build up its own people-time and money well spent. 

Christie R. House 

F rom Tokyo: 

March 20, 2011-Today at 
church we had a little under half 
the usual attendance, with most 
of the foreigners gone. We gen
erally average between 60 and 70 
people each week, but today we 
had 28. There were no children; 
they had been evacuated or sent 
out of Tokyo on an early school 
break. Those in attendance were 
mostly the Japanese members, 
especially the dads. Among the 
foreigners was one person from 
Britain and three missionaries, 
including myself-one Canadian, 
and two Americans. 
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Relief work is focusing on areas 
where food, water, sanitation, 
electricity, and fuel needs are 
not being met. I have heard that 
Church World Service, which 
works with UMCOR and the Unit
ed Church of Christ in Japan, is 
helping some 25,000 now living 
at 100 evacuation sites in north- 1 

eastern Japan. 
A barber shop opened up and 

was w ash ing people 's hair. The 
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[ttters from Missionaries in Japan 
It seemed.fitting in this issue on Haiti to acknowledge the 9.0 magnitude earthquake and subsequent tsunami that 
rocked japan, on March 11, 2011. The letters page of this issue offers letters from United Methodist missionaries and 
Mission Volunteers serving in Japan. 

)11 - Today • 
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barber said they would stay open until 

the shop ran out of heated water. A 

shelter in Sendai (worst hit by the 

earthquake and tsunami) was serving 

a warm vegetable soup made in anoth

er prefecture and sent to the shelters . 

It was the first time these people 

3 no childra1 have had a hot meal in a long time. 
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Claudia Genung-Yamamoto 
Missionary assigned to the National 

Christian Council of Japan. Toshi 
Yamamoto, Claudia 's husband, is a 

Mission Volunteer. 

I know that the three missionaries 

to Aoyama Gakuin (myself, Mike 

Sherrill, and David Reedy) are fine . 

Aoyama Gakuin has become a refuge 

center in Tokyo, and 8,000 people 

stayed overnight at the school. The 

Rev. Mike Sherrill was among those 

serving through the night. 

The missionaries in the Tokyo area 

are all fine, but people in northeast

ern H::mshu are of concern. 

Dr. Paul Tsuchida Shew, Associate 
Professor of Literature 

University Chaplain at Aoyama 
Gakuin. Ors. Paul Tsuchida Shew 

and Mike Sherrill, and David Reedy 
are Mission Volunteers in Japan 

Y esterday we had calls of support from China, the World Council of 

Churches and Action by Churches Together (Geneva, Switzerland) , 

Norway, and many others , as well as email messages from most corners 

of the globe . Tomorrow we will be working on trying to keep up with ap

propriate responses . There will also be a major group of visitors from Ko

rea tomorrow, after a smaller group visited today. It is so encouraging to 

see all these expressions of solidarity for our small minority Christian com

munity in Japan coming from many places from which we would never 

expect such an outpouring of love and support. Please express our deep

est thanks to the entire UMC constituency. 

George Gish, Professor Emeritus at Aoyama Gakuin, retired from a 
career of mission service in Japan that spans half a century. He now 

serves as a Mission Volunteer in Japan in the roles of Vice Moderator of 
the National Council of Churches in Japan, and Vice Chair of Christian 

Mass Communications Center, Japan (AVACOJ. 

F rom Tochigi , northern Japan: 

Asian Rural Institute (ARI) received good news. The structural damage 

that we thought would make us have to tear down the Koinonia House is 

not as bad as the inspector first thought. We still have to tear down most 

of the inside of the build ing and fix some floor and walls, but the building 

is standing intact. Amen! 
We have been able to connect with a local refugee center. It's being 

held at the local park 's hall and gymnasium. Although the original plan was 

to house 50 people for a week's time, an estimated 500 people have ar

rived this week and people will be able to stay longer. A former AR I staff 

member called and shared that the local government was open ing up a 

shelter but the government would not provide food . Between our former 

colleague's work, a couple of visits by us, and God's hand, the govern

ment decided to open the kitchen to volunteers and allow us and others 

to donate food for the refugees . God has blessed us with the opportunity 

to serve so many people through these efforts . We still continue to house 

several refugees ourselves and do all we can do to support people caught 

in the middle of this disaster. Many of the people coming here are not 

only escaping the destruction of the earthquake and tsunami , but also the 

danger caused by the nuclear power plant. 
Jonathan Mccurley 

Missionary serving Asian Rural Institute 
Tichigi, Japan 
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Paul Farmer-a physician, writer. 
and Haiti expert-has written of Haiti's 
"structural violence," of deprivation 
that is inscribed "into the very seams 
of Haitian society. For the rural poor." 
he continues, "most of them peas
ants. poverty means erosion and 
lower crop yields ; it means hunger 
and sickness." 

In the eyes of foreigners, Farmer 
writes, " the Haitian story has become 
a confused skein of tragedies, most 
of them seen as local. Poverty, crime, 
accidents, disease. death-and more 
often than not their causes-are also 
seen as problems locally derived. The 
transnational tale of slavery, debt, and 
turmoil is lost in Haiti 's vivid poverty." 

A Promise Yet Unfulfilled 
Before asking why this is the case. 
it's helpful to recall that the country 
formerly known as "the pearl of the 
Antilles" had once been a rich, boun
tiful place. "Haiti might be a mere 
600 miles from the US coast, but 
aside from AIDS, Voodoo, and boat 
people, the US public remains gener
ally unaware ot some of Haiti's unique 
features," writes historian Philippe 
Girard . "For example, how many 
know that the first Spanish settle
ment in the New World was built in 
Haiti? That Haiti was richer than the 
United States in colonial times? That 
Haiti was the first free black republic 
in the world and the second colony 
in the Western Hemisphere to gain 
its i ndependen~e?" 

So, what went wrong? There are 
varying explanations, though histo
rians do not agree on all points . The 
consensus is that the terms of debt 
France imposed on Haiti after the 
country achieved its independence

some 150 million francs-cost the 
one-time slave colony dearly, put
ting it on a path toward permanent 
indebtedness from which it has 
never recovered . Some historians 
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Women in northern Haiti are part of a farm
ing co-op that provides them with a sense of 
solidarity. Photo: Chris Herlinger/ CWS. 

disagree. For example, Girard says 
that the debt has less to do with Haiti's 
problems than with other negative 
conditions. "Corruption , instability, 
and xenophobia : these are the main 
causes of Haiti 's decline," he argues. 

Still, it is undeniable that Haiti 's re
lationship with outside powers has 
proved troublesome-even crippling. 
It is true that Haitians admire the Unit
ed States and its citizens, but Haitians 
are also deeply nationalistic. The US 
occupation of Haiti from 1915 to 1934 
is not easily forgotten by the Haitians, 
nor is US support for the nearly 30-
year rule by the corrupt and venal 
governments of Franc;:ois ("Papa 
Doc " ) Duval ier and his successor 
son, Jean-Claude(" Baby Doc") . More 
recently, what is seen as United 
States interference in Haitian politics 
since the early 1990s is of great con
cern to Haitians. 

When I visited Haiti in January of 
this year, more 
than one person 
told me that Haiti 
was simply " too 
smack 
to the 

close" 
United 

Hnitinns cnn ensilv unif\I 
against something, but 

the\/ hnue hnd more 
difficUlt\I in unif\ling 

for something. 
States to ever 

enjoy real independence. Still, if there 
is a consensus among the people I've 
met-and the historians I've read

it is that Hait i has yet to resolve the 

vexing issue of a fragmented society. Haitians can easily unify against some
thing , but they have had more difficulty in unifying for someth ing. 

The tensions have included those between a mixed-race elite and an over
whelming black majority; between the French language spoken by the elite 
and the Creole spoken by most Haitians; and between the practice of Chris
tianity and the indigenous religion of Voodoo. One humanitarian aid worker I 
met observed that Haitians can be warm and welcoming to outsiders but often 
have "difficulty working well together." 

Uniting a Nation 
Benedicte Willemart, of the 
Dutch humanitarian organi
zation ICCO, is half Haitian 
and half Belgian . She told 
me that. while there is trust 
among family and friends in 
Haiti , such trust has been 
harder to generate in the 
wider social realm of poli
tics . She suggested that 
the next Haitian govern
ment should try to ·wield 
the power of Haitians' close 
relationships to achieve the 
nation's social and political 

goals. This, she believed, 
could be a way to unify 
the country. 

The power of relation
ships, she sa id, "is a force, 
and a strong thing in our 
society. It's strong. It's in
nate. It could be used on a 
large scale." I asked her if 
she thought Haiti was be
yond hope-an oft-reard 
conclusion by outsiders, 
particularly those who have 
never visited Haiti . " If it's 
hopeless, I wouldn 't stay 
here, " she repl ied. "There 
is hope. There are signs of 
potential and possibilities. 
But we have to find the 
right way to do it; we have 
to help people find and use 
that human force ." 

Willemart added: " Ha i
tians are very dynamic. 
They have strong character 
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tsorne- and pride, charm and talent. People want to learn and are motivated to learn . 

When they are motivated, they are brilliant and courageous. It is a very 
in over- beautiful country." 

ie elite Louis Dorvilier-who represents the Lutheran World Federation, a member 
f Chris- of the Action by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance in Haiti- casts a theological 
10rker I light on the situation of Haiti today. He notes that, in Haiti, the Christmas narra-
it ohen tive in the Gospel according to Matthew has particular resonance. 

Like Haitians since the earthquake, Dorvil ier notes, "Jesus and his fam
ily were on the move; they were tenting out. camping out." In that sense, 
he sa id, the view of the bibl ical stories about Jesus from the perspective of 
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A student in class at the College Les Fres 
Milord, a school in Grand-Goave, Haiti, that 
was rebuilt after the January 2010 earth
quake by members of the ACT Alliance. Photo: 
Paul Jeffre y/ ACT Alliance. 

Haitians today is "very incarnational. 
It's also a theology of grace. Despite 
all the challenges the people of this 
country face-they don 't have a job, 
their world was scrambled in a mat
ter of seconds-if you go anywhere 
in Haiti , people believe God is with 
them, God is caring for them, God is 
living w ith them." 

Dorvi lier paused . " People have 
asked me, 'Why are you going to 
a place where there is cholera, 
hurricanes, earthquakes? "' Explaining 
why he returned to Haiti for his cur
rent assignment after living and 
working in Europe and the United 
States, he said : " My answer is that 
Haiti remains one of the most incred
ible places on earth .... The potential 
for an economy .... stirs in me a great 
sense of call. I'm here to work with 
the Haitian people." Hope is here, he 
added . " It 's why we are all still al ive . 
It's only because of God's grace. We 
need to celebrate that. " 

Chris Herlinger is a ew York freelance 
journalist and a writer for the lzw11n11i
tarian agency hurch Wo rld en1ice. 
He has reported from Haiti three ti111es 
since the January 2010 earthquake a11d 
is writing a book on Haiti with United 
Methodist missionary Paul Jeffrey. 
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by Melissa Crutchfield 
and Thomas Dwyer 

melissa Crutchfield, assistant general 
secretar\I for International Disaster 
Response at the United methodist 
Committee on Relief IUffiCORJ, and 
Thomas DW'ler, executive director of 
umcoR nGo, answered some of the 
more difficult questions and concerns 
about earthquake relief in Haiti during 
an information session in Januar\I. 
What follows are their thoughts on the 
progress made in Haiti since Januarll 
12, 201 o, when the earthquake struck. 

Haiti's Political Climate 
Melissa Crutchfield: Presidential elec
tions were held in Haiti in November 
2010, but the top three candidates 
were contested. There were politi
cal tensions throughout December. 
The term of President Rene Preval 
officially ended on February 7, but 
his term has been extended a few 
months until a run-off election is held 
to determine his successor. 

It is a very complicated situation 
and there hasn 't yet been a definite 
resolution . Progress hasn 't been fa
cilitated for some of the aid projects, 
particularly anything that has to be co
ordinated with the government. 

Thomas Dwyer: There are elements 
of social instability within Haiti but also 

a great need for reconstruction . Many 
people don't realize that the govern
ment has lost a significant amount 
of its capacity. Officially, 17 percent 
of the government work force was 
lost in the earthquake, but some say 
it was more. I attended meetings in 
Washington, DC, around the one-year 
anniversary of Haiti's earthquake . The 
need to build up the leadership of 
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Haiti was stressed . The international 
community wants Haiti to be built up 
by Haitians for Haitians. 

The United Nations' cluster sys
tem helps all agencies coordinate 
their work in areas such as shel
ter, education, or health . The Unit
ed Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) has been participating with 

other agencies in all these areas. A 
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Where Progress Was Made 
Melissa Crutchfield: We don 't need 
government permits to build transi
tional shelters as long as they meet 
some established criteria, such as 
simple engineering guidelines set by 
the United Nations. But there are a 
limited number of Haitian engineers 
in the country to oversee the building 
of permanent structures. They have 
been encouraged to learn seismic 
building codes and earthquake-resis
tant technologies . They've been sent 
to different venues around the world 
to be trained . Upon return, they've 
been deployed to improve building 
on a project-by-project basis . We've 
helped the EM H (Eglise Methodiste 
de Haiti, or Methodist Church in Haiti) 
hire one of these engineering experts 
to oversee our building projects . One
building-at-a-time, we are slowly but 
surely making progress. 

It is pretty straightforward for a 
proven property owner to rebuild if 

Above: Students attend class in new temporary classrooms at the Mellier Primary School, next door to the Methodist church in Mellier, Haiti. 
Photo: Mike DuBose/UMNS. Right: Haitian volunteers and United Methodist volunteers paint the home of Sister Pi ulette Holly at the Methodist 
Children's Home in Port-au-Prince, Haiti . Photo: Mike DuBose/ UMNS. 

ional Haitian government commission has to review and approve projects before there are no community questions 
ilt up we can move forward . It has taken a while to get that organized and function- about the land rights . All that's need-

sys· 
nate 
shel· 
Unit· 
:elief 
with 
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ing. Given the lack of government leadership, project proposals have been 

held up while awaiting approval. 
How are we going to deal with rebuilding and with the 1 .3 million people 

who were displaced by the earthquake? The majority of the displaced were 
renters . Housing is being built for people w ho can document that they owned 
the homes they lost. But renters are living in tents in the camps . How do we 
get them back into homes? There are key decisions the Haitian government 
has to make before humanitarian agencies can step in to meet people's needs. 

ed is authorization and permission 
from the local mayor. So, on a de

centralized level, the procedures are 
working fairly well and smaller proj

ects are moving forward . 
But the big challenge is how 

to redesign and rebuild the city of 

Port-au-Prince. 
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UMCOR's Priorities 
Melissa Crutchfield: Education is a 

huge priority for both UMCOR and 

the EMH. The EMH already had an 

infrastructure of about 100 schools. 

UMCOR is working with the church 

to strengthen that infrastructure and 

support the teachers . We are also 

working to expand a school hot-lunch 

program that has been very success

ful. Some of the private Methodist 

worked out through the UN cluster 

system, so the Haiti Ministry of Ed

ucation was involved. The Ministry 

agreed to manage the schools but 

hadn't identified teachers within the 

camp to staff them . So, while the 

schools were completed in 2010, 

the actual handover ceremony to the 

Ministry of Education was delayed 

until January 31 , 2011 . Now teachers 

are in place and children in the camp 

schools still need to be rehabilitated are in school . Our next set of schools 

or rebu ilt, but all are fully functional. will soon be built near the Tabarre 

They have students in them every Issa camp. 

day. The church was already respon-

partners working in that sector. We've 

worked to strengthen community 

health structures with partners such 

as Grace Children's Hospital in Port

au-Prince . Some UMVIM teams are 

helping to rebuild Methodist clinics . 

Thomas Dwyer: We are currently 

considering a potential collaboration 

with Habitat for Humanity on a shel

ter model they are building . 

Melissa Crutchfield: We've made 

great use of UMCOR's school and 

health kits. Thanks to our connections 

sible for managing those schools and Melissa Crutchfield: Since liveli- with the church and the communities 

made sure they were back in use as hoods remain a big priority, we've it serves, we've been able to chan-

]osny Mehu of the Un ited Methodist Committee on Relief says these schoolrooms built by 
UMCOR will help educate some 900 students a day at a111p Corail. Photo: Mike DuBose/Uft.lN . 

soon as possible . UMCOR, UMVIM 

{United Methodist Volunteers in M is

sion), and EMH are helping rebuild 

the Methodist school system . 

Thomas Dwyer: UMCOR built sever

al schools in Camp Corail, a tent com

munity outside Port-au-Prince, where 

10,000 Haitians have taken refuge . 

The decision to build the schools was 

started a pilot agriculture project that 

we can scale up in other communi

ties . We've already invested in agri

cultural and microcred1t projects and 

will continue to do more. 

Health is also a big focus for 

UMCOR. While we are recruit

ing health specialists to work with 

UMCOR and EMH, we don't want 

to duplicate the efforts of strong 

nel health kits into cholera-impacted 

areas. We also need birthing kits, and 

we have partners in Haiti who can en

sure their proper use and distribution 

among traditional birthing attendants. 

Ecumenical Cooperation 
Melissa Crutchfield: Through UMCOR, 

The United Methodist Church is a 

member of the ACT Alliance {Action 

by Churches Together) . It's a global 

ecumenical consortium of faith-based 

organizations working through the 

World Council of Churches. UMCOR 

cooperates with ACT Alliance mem

bers on projects . We share informa

t ion in order to craft a coordinated 

response. One agency may have 

strength in one skill area , or sector 

expertise, or a closer geographic loca

tion. So we work to support one an

other rather than dupl1cat1ng efforts . 

The EMH is one of the larger de

nominations in Haiti, which 1s a dis

trict of the Methodist Church in the 

Caribbean and the Americas {MCCA) . 

While the Haiti District spreads across 

the whole country, it 1s more concen

trated 1n Port-au-Prince, Cap Hafien, 

and Jeremie. 

Fund Disbursements 
Melissa Crutchfield: The UMCOR 
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Haiti Emergency Relief Advance brought in about $43 million . Thus far, ap

proximately $26 million has either been spent on the ground or is allocated for 
work beginning shortly as part of a planned response . 

Significant relief funds have been channeled through the Methodist Church 

in Haiti. UMCOR has also made several grants to other partners, such as Glob

al Health Action and Global Medic. We 've funded a rehabilitation and prosthe

sis clinic for Grace Children 's Hospital , while covering some of its operational 

costs . We 've supported the UMVIM program with a matching grant of up to 

$3500 per team so that each volunteer team 's efforts can go twice as far. 

Thomas Dwyer: There 's 

been criticism that not 

enough progress was 

made in Haiti in 2010. A 

lot of that is warranted. 

Given the size and scope 

of th is disaster, Haiti is still 

stuck in the emergency 

phase . A big challenge 

has been the lack of a 

sorely needed govern-
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and they leave to work for another 

agency. As a result, there is no conti

nuity. But I think we are getting there 

now. We have a good team on the 

ground . We have a few more posi

t ions to f ill. After that, we ' ll work on 

tra ining the Haitian staff until they're 

ready to take on the responsibilities. 

Melissa Crutchfield: Through the 
UMVIM program, UMCOR has a 

"cash for work" program that em

ploys at least two Haitians for every 

American volunteer on a site . We 

have helped the Haitian teams take 

leadership for those programs. 

I hadn't been to Haiti for six 

months, since June 2010 . When I 

returned, I recogn ized a noticeable 

change in the amount of rubble in the 

streets . Things are not perfect, and 

New construnction in Camp Co rail. Photo: Paul Jeffrey 
ment partner at various the recovery is going to take many 

levels. But another main more years . But the small victories 
issue is the rubble . An estimated 10 million cubic meters of rubble still cover let us know that we are making a 

Haiti. Only about 2 million cubic meters have been removed to date. Until all 

the rubble has been removed and plans resolving land tenure and ownership 

questions are in place, further progress will be delayed . 

Overall , innumerable resources have been raised for Haiti, but very small 

amounts have been disbursed . I think the only counter to all of this is the faith 

community, which .. h~s probably raised a large majority of the money and has 

started moving some · of it forward . Haiti is very much a spiritual society and 

deeply involved in faith. Faith gives the Haitians hope. On any given Sunday, 

everyone is at church . As a faith-based organization, we have a huge task . 

Melissa Crutchfield: Why haven't we spent more? The answer is : UMCOR 

will be there for the long term, and if we'd spent all the money in the first 

year-in the relief stage-we wouldn't have anything left for Haiti's recovery 

stage. So we've been working to strengthen the capacity of our Haitian part

ners. The Methodist Church in Haiti needs to develop the human resources, 

skills, and infrastructure to help in Haiti's recovery. UMCOR, too, has estab

lished a strong presence in Haiti; so we have a good foundation for managing 

large grants, implementing projects, and making sure the jobs are done well . 

Tho1nas Dwyer: The EMH has also been significantly involved in helping us 

out with operational capacity on the ground . We have a staff house and an of

fice facility provided through the church . We wouldn't be at the phase we're in 

now without the church's assistance . 
Another challenge has been finding and keeping trained staff to stay long

term in Haiti. I think most agencies have had serious problems trying to keep 

people on the ground after the earthquake. You rotate people in , train them, 

difference . We 've overcome a lot of 

challenges with logistics and supply 

chains. This year, I think things will 

happen faster, in a way that wasn 't 

possible a year ago. 

Melissa Crutchfield is assistant general 
secretary for International Disaster Re
sponse, UMCOR. Thomas Dwyer is ex
ecutive director, UMCOR NGO. Their 
remarks for this article were edited from 
a January 24 presentation and webcast. 

Religion's Response to the 
Haiti Earthquake is available 
from CBS by calling 1-800· 
494-6007 to order. The cost is 
$19.98 plus $4.95 for shipping 
and handling. Melissa Crutch
field is one of the disaster
response coordinators inter
viewed in the film. 
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Photo: Courtesy Global Medic. 

The following snapshots show the 
great variet" of ministries undertaken 
b'I the United methodist Committee on 
Relief 1umcoRJ in Haiti since the 201 o 
earthquake. As indicated b'I melissa 
Crutchfield and Thomas DW'ler in their 
article IP. 1 OJ, much of what umcoR 
achieves is accomplished b'I working 
with partners on the ground. In some 
cases, umcoR provides project grants 
to other agencies or church partners. 
In others, umcoR staff is more directl" 
involved in developing programs. This 
list does not reflect all of umcOR's 
work in Haiti; it is onl'I a brief summa
r'I of the work completed to date. 

Health and its partners. Using networks of the 
Psychosocial Work Methodist Church in Haiti, UMCOR 

Globa/Medic could quickly distribute emergency 
Since January 15th, 2010, Global- supplies to communities in need. 
Medic has been fully operational UMCOR also provided a $20,000 
in Haiti, providing clean drinking 
water and medical aid to victims of 
the January 12th earthquake. Glo
balMedic distributed generators, 
water-purification packets, medi
cines, and other supplies through 

grant to GlobalMedic to help dis
tribute 6 million water-purification 
packets and water filters . 

/MA World Health 
To help provide access to clean 

water for children in Haiti, Inter
church Medical Association (IMA) 
World Health has distributed 3,500 
LifeStraws®-portable water filters 
that can be carried around to pro
vide easy access to safe drinking 
water. I MA will distribute additional 
Lifestraws® through the network of 
schools currently involved w ith the 
ongoing USAID program. 

Health Kits and School Kits 
UMCOR partnered with Bahamas 
Methodist Habitat and Catholic Medi
cal Mission Board to transport and 
deliver to Haiti 24,240 health kits from 
the UMCOR Sager-Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, Louisiana. The Depot facili
tated a shipment of 8,000 additional 
health and school kits . 

In November 2010, a portion of 
the health kits sent to Haiti from the 
UMCOR Depot for earthquake relief 
were redirected to the St. Marc/Ar
chaie Circuit in response to Haiti 's 
cholera outbreak. United Methodists 
have now sent more than 750,000 
kits to Sager-Brown in response to 
the Haiti emergency. 

• 

Plroto: Mike DuBose/ UMI\ 

Global Health Action (GHA) 
Immediately after the earthquake, 
GHA staff assisted emergency medical 
teams working in the communities 
of Leogane and Petit-Goave, offer
ing supplies and equipment. As most 
outside teams departed, GHA set up 
temporary and mobile cl inics to pro
vide people w ith basic health care. 

Left: Plroto: Mike Du.Bose, UM . 
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UMCOR committed $51, 175 
to GHA for community-based 
health care in Leogane. GHA
trained community health work

ers operate in a wide variety 
of maternal and child health 
areas-including prenatal care, 
safe motherhood (breast feed
ing, nutrition, vaccinations), and 
family planning-as well as hy Photo: Mike DuBose/ UMNS. 

giene, sanitation, and treatment of infectious dise(Jses. 

Grace Children's Hospital 
(International Child Care, ICC) 
UMCOR grants cover 6 months of oper
ating expenses, training of rehabilitation 
specialists, and rehabilitative care . See 
article on p. 30. 

Tuberculosis Hospital 
While curing 600 patients a year of tu
berculosis, L'Hopital de l'Universite 
d'Etat d'Haiti (HUEH) is also training 

medical students from Haiti and around the world to treat the dreaded disease. 
Establ ished after the January 2010 earthquake by physicians of Meharry 

Medical College of Nashville, Tennessee, the tuberculosis program at HUEH is 
the main center for TB referral in the country. UMCOR is working through the 
Tennessee Annual Conference, which coordinates support for the program, to 
supplement operational costs for the TB clinic throughout 2011 . 

YWCA Youth Center 
YWCA leadership seminar for 
young women in Haiti teach
es entrepreneurship, provides 
psychosocial services, offers 
instruction on sexual health, 
and guides young women as 
they seek to sort out their 
lives in the aftermath of the 
earthquake of January 12, 
2010. A Montessori school, 
Les Petits Tournesols (The Lit- Photo: Melissa Hinnen 

tie Sunflowers), which serves affluent Haitian children, invited the YWCA to 
shartl its property and constructed three campus buildings to be used for its 

youth center. 
The youth center is supported in part by Global Ministries through UMCOR 

and United Methodist Women . Many children who participate live in tent com
munities, and most do not go to school. The youth center gives them an oppor
tunity to break the cycle of poverty by building up their confidence, affirming 

their worth as children of God, and teaching them life skills . 
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Basic Needs Distribution 
Food Distribution-Me/lier 
Mellier Methodist Church and school 
were both destroyed in the earth
quake, as were the homes of many of 
Me/lier's residents . Food distribution 
to residents of Mellier was just one 
of the steps UMCOR took to relieve 
suffering in the outlying rural areas of 
Port-au-Prince through the Methodist 
Church in Haiti (EMH) . For many, the 
gift of food from the EMH was the 
first help they received. 

Photo: Mike DuBose/UMNS. 

Methodist Church in Haiti 
The Egl ise de Metodiste d'Haiti 
(EMH), with congregations across 
Haiti, is UMCOR's main church part
ner in Haiti . EMH has received major 
grants to address immediate com
munity needs, develop and rebuild 
administrative and emergency struc
tures, and act as a conduit for aid to 
Haitian communities . UMCOR has 
also helped the EMH get its schools 
up and running . This includes provid
ing large tents to serve as classrooms, 
rebuilding sc;hools, and providing 
school supplies. 

United Methodist Women 
(UMW) in Haiti 
UMW Regional Missionary Serna 
Samuel, working in the Caribbean re
gion, is in conversation with the EMH 
in Haiti to assess needs and help for
mulate additional plans for assistance . 
The UMW will study Haiti during the 
2011 Schools of Christian Mission. 
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UMW units gave to the Haiti Emer

gency as UMW supplemental giv

ing. Members also designated sup

plemental giving for their work with 

grassroots partners in the Domini-

can Republic, such as MADRE and 

MUDHA (Mujeres Dominico Haitia

nas), which work with Haitian immi

grants . UMW continues to work with 

coalition partners to seek Temporary 

Protected Status for Haitians living in 

the United States . 

Haiti Hot Lunch Program 
Michigan Conference 
In partnership with the EMH, the 

Michigan Area of The United Meth

odist Ch!..lrch has been involved in 

providing a hot, nutritious lunch 

for Haitian children through EM H 

schools . Even before the earthquake 

last year, the Hot Lunch Program 

succeeded in lowering school absen

teeism, increasing the general health 

of the students, and raising their av

erage test scores on national exams. 

The lunch-usually the tradition

al rice and beans-is for many chil

dren the only meal they receive each 

day. UMCOR provides salary support 

for the Haiti Hot Lunch Coordinator 

to evaluate and report on the 

current status of the Hot 

Lunch Program in EM H schools 

across Haiti. 

Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ ACT Alliance. 

Photo: Melissa Hinnen 

Livelihood 
and Microcredit 

HAP/ 
Haitian Artisans for Peace International (HAPI) 

is located in M izak, a rugged mountainous re

gion on Haiti's southern pen insula, where the 

majority of adu lts are unemployed . 

Founded as a fair-trade artisan co-op, HAPI 

supports women 's economic development and 

empowerment. Its work extends into the com

munity through community-based health care 

and programs for youth. UMCOR supports 

HAPl 's health clinic with funding for water fil

ters and staff support. HAPI has responded to 

the earthquake with short-term food relief and ongoing housing assistance. 

Recently, The United Methodist Church's Communities of Shalom program 

partnered with HAPI to create the HAPI Communities of Sha lom. 

Agriculture Model Project 
See Jim Gulley's article on p. 20. 

Microcredit Model Project 
See Lauren James 's article on 

p. 18. 

Refugee and 
Immigration Assistance 

Justice for Our 
Neighbors (JFON) 
The US government extended 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to Haitian immigrants living 1n the United 

States . While TPS protects eligible Ha itian nationals' right to stay and work 1n 

the United States for 18 months, 1t contains strict gu1del1nes that should be 

made clear to potential applicants . The US government considers those Ha1t1an 

immigrants eligible for TPS who have resided continuously in the United States 

since the date of the earthquake, January 12 2010, and who have been physi

cally present here since January 21 , 2010, the date of the government notice 

Justice For Our Neighbor (JFON), an UMCOR ministry, connects a national 

network of church-based, volunteer-led 1mm1grat1on clinics to 1mm1grants and 

asylum-seekers who need help nav1gat1ng the US 1mm1grat1on system 
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Haitian Emergency Location 
Assistance (HEAL) 

In June 2010, UMCOR approved a 

$91,257 grant to the Florida Annual 

Conference to support HEAL, which 

provides advocacy, legal counsel, and 

support services to Haitians living in 

southern Florida after the earthquake. 

Education 
Scholarships 
Six Haitians were receiving scholar

ships for university study before the 

earthquake. After the earthquake, 

$10,000 was set aside for additional 

scholarships . The Methodist Church 

in Haiti has identified f ive more stu

dents to receive this help. All 11 Hai

t ian students will receive support 

until they earn their degrees. 

One additional individual was cho

sen by the Methodist Church in Haiti 

to participate in the Asian Rural lnsti

tute 's (ARI) program in Japan. That 

candidate applied through ARl 's nor

mal application process. 

Building and Reconstruction 
Nou11eau College Bird 
In October 201 0, at the college's 50th 

anniversary celebration, UMCOR 

committed to reconstruct the four 
principal buildings destroyed by the 

earthquake at Nouveau College Bird. 

The first College Bird, founded in 

the mid-1800s, ceased operations in 

1908, when its building burned down 

and a plan to rebuild went unrealized . 

The Nouveau College Bird now oc

cupies the same location in Port-au

Prince. It was named after the Rev. 
Mark B. Bird, an American mission

ary who served more than 40 years 

in H~i ti through the Wesleyan Meth

odist Missionary Society of Great 

Britain. 

Camp Corail
Schools and Shelter 
Camp Corail is a tent city sheltering 
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more than 10,000 people, located a few kilometers north of Port-au-Prince. 

A school with nine separate classroom buildings was constructed by the 
United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) on behalf of UMCOR, 

under the Corail Schools Project. Additional funding came from the Emergency 

Rel ief Response Fund, which is managed by the UN Office for the Coordina
tion of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) . 

Each classroom 

can accommodate 50 

students. Since the 
school day is divided 
into two half-day ses

sions, there is enough 

room for about 900 
students with 13 

teachers. The schools 

have ramps to accom-

Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ ACT Alliance. modate wheelchairs . 
UMCOR is also supplying school materials, benches, desks, and chairs . 

The displaced population residing in Corail lived in hurricane-proof white 

tents when they arrived, but a year later, most have moved into temporary 
wooden structures that dot the camp. 
UMCOR plans to plant papaya and 

lemon trees for shade and a communi

ty garden for food and income. Because 

the camp is located at the base of a hill

side, UMCOR is also bu ilding a dra inage 

system to keep the camp from flooding. 

Ecumenical Partners 
Church World Ser11ice (CWS) 
Beginning in the hours immediately after 

the quake, Church World Service relief 

efforts in Haiti included the distribution 

of hygiene supplies, school and baby 

kits, tents, blankets, wheelchairs, medi

cal kits, and other necessities. CWS con

t inues its work in Ha it i as a member of 
the global Action by Churches Together 

(ACT) Alliance, which has provided as

sistance to 341,000 Haitians. 

UMCOR's Refugee Ministry works 
with CWS resettlement affil iates in US Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance. 

cities to identify Haitians evacuated to the United States for medical care and 
to offer temporary housing for those released from medical facilities . 

One of the most visible successes for CWS has been its work with a long

time partner, Service Chretien d'Haiti (Christian Service of Haiti) to assist and 

empower people with disabilities . 

ACT Alliance 
See article on p. 26. 
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by Lauren James 

For about 18 vears, Eglise methocliste d'Holti IEmH, methodist 
Church In HoitiJ hos operated o microcredlt program in the town 
of Petit Goiiue, ~3 miles from Haiti's copltol, Port-au-Prince. After 
lost vear's deuostoting earthquake, the United methodist Com
mittee on Relief 1umcORI partnered with EmH to strengthen the 
program and support its participants. 

Ninety women are currently enrolled in the program as community bank 
members and microcredit leaders . Beginning in August 2010, UMCOR repre
sentatives met with the women to review the needs of the program-which, 
over the past five years, has seen little outside investment. 

Some ers of the microcredit program have been borrowers for more than 

10 years . Most currently have loan 
portfolios three times the size of the 
first loan they received . The women 
have used the loans to buy pharma
ceutical products, food, and clothing 
in bulk. Then they sell these products 
at retail around Pet it Goave- some
times traveling as far away as the 
Dominican Republic to make sales . 

The small loans have allowed 
each woman to keep her products in 
stock, to increase the profitability of 
her business, and to invest her earn
ings in building a home, or sending 
her children to school, or even buy
ing a car. Loans are regularly paid 
on time, and the default rate in this 
program is low. 

Business and Life Skills 
Pauline Mars has participated in the 
microcredit program since 2001 , 

when she borrowed $75. Today, she 
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and has a loan of $2,500. Mars buys and sells cosmetics and grain. With her 
loan, she acquired a depot where she stocks different grains to sell when the 
market is most favorable . 

"The community bank is my life," Mars says. " I have had many different 
experiences and made new friends . My attitude has changed, and I am more 
confident." Mars invested her earnings in a small piece of land and has built a 
home there. 

Dana Joseph, who sells food products, joined the program in 2000. After 
her husband lost his job, she was able to support the family and to continue 
sending her seven children to school. 

"I have learned important life-management skills through my business. " 
Dana Joseph affirms. "These skills enable me to invest in my children's lives ." 

Continuous Skill Building 

In their conversations with UMCOR representatives, the women in the pro
gram identified business training as their principal need. UMCOR agreed to 
fund a microcredit assessment and development program that would help the 
Methodist Church in Haiti develop the borrowers' business skills and strength

en the capacity of the program's staff. 
Offering women more education in financial management strengthens the 

existing microcredit program from the ground up. Women learn important 
business skills that can also be applied to family life and social interactions . 

Since October 2010, UMCOR has funded two training programs for mi
crocredit development in Petit Goave. Konsey Nasyonal Finansman Popile 
{KNFP)-a local microcredit training organization, headquartered in Port-au

Prince and staffed by Haitian professionals-led the training . 
Courses included: Description of a Community Ban k; Control of a Community 

Bank; Record Analysis ; Conflict Management; Family Financial Management; 
Adul~ Tra ining Methods; Integration of Family Finances into Business Activi
ties ; and a session on communication . Two workshops were held, divided into 

eight modules that were developed from October through November 2010 

and from February through May 2011 . 

Left: Members of the Methodist microcredit program in Petit Goave. Photo: Melissa Crutchfield/ 
UMCOR. Above: Jean Vixommol (left) and Cerant Wichtlander erect scaffolding to make re
pairs inside the sanctuary of the Methodist church in Petit Goave. Photo: Mike DuBose/ UMNS. 
Right: Madame Louis Felix, 74, is first in line to receive a food package from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief in Mellier, near Petit Goave. Photo: Mike DuBose/ UMNS. 
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Hands-on Trainivng 

UMCOR and EMH representatives 
observed the module on commu
nication and noted that sessions 
were group-based and hands-on. 
The women worked in small groups 
on exercises designed to help them 
communicate effectively. 

In one exercise. the groups were 
instructed to design an invitation to an 
event. The objective was to contem
plate all the information they needed 
to convey, such as the time, place, 
and purpose of the event. Each group 
then presented its results during the 
plenary session . All the women were 
active participants, and the conversa
tion was lively and productive. 

Th is first set of tra ining modules 
is part of a multiphase project. The 
project identifies areas in need of ad
ditional support. such as a matching 
fund for savings accounts or a loan 
portfolio for larger borrowers . 

The program has provided the 
women of Petit Goave with a way 
to support their families and send 
their children to school . And it has 
given all of them a sense of pride and 
hope in their accomplishments as 
businesswomen . 

Lauren fames is UMCOR's liaison with 
the Methodist Church in Haiti. An ear
lier version of this article appeared on 
the UMCOR website. 
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Before the January 12, 2010, 
earthquake, the people of Haiti 

had not had a major seismic event for 

decades-though they had endured 

count less social and political upheav

als, along w ith natural catastrophes, 

throughout their history. Since the 

2010 earthquake, the Haitians have 

experienced a nearly unimaginable 

series of " aftershocks " -and not 

on ly from the earthquake (which was 

followed by 55 seismic aftershocks 

and counting) . 

In addit ion to recurring quakes 

that continue to shake the coun

try, other natura l disasters have not 

spared Hait i. Torrent ial storms de

stroyed thousands of tent homes in 

July and September 2010. October 

brought an unprecedented cholera 

epidemic; and, in November, Hur

ricane Tomas struck. Political after

shocks also rocked Haiti- including 

of a democratical ly elected , but fo rc

ibly removed, sitt ing president. Jean 

Bertrand Aristide. So Haitians and 

visitors al ike have wondered aloud: 

" What bizarre events might unfold 

next? " Haiti, it seems, has drama by 

the moment. 

More than a year after the earth

quake, most of the rubble st ill re

mains. Just over 53,000 transitional 

(not permanent) shelters have been 

completed for the 1.5 million persons 

displaced . Few homes and business

es have been rebu ilt. And, although 

numbers in the tent camps have de

clined to about 680,000 res idents, 

the reduction has been largely for 

the wrong reasons: few job oppor

tun it ies. fea r of cholera. inadequate 

services. and even a surge in sexu

al violence. A tortuously draw n-out 

election process began in mid-2010, 

diverting national attention from the 

riots protesti ng an attempt to rig the recovery process. In the weeks be-

presidential elect ion in December; fore the election run-off, Hait ians 

the unexpected return . in January 

2011 , of a deposed dictator, Jean 

Claude (" Baby Doc " ) Duvalier; 

and the return in March 

seemed to be holding the ir collective 

breath . An unpredictable electoral 

cycle had to be completed before a 

fully funct ion ing government could 

be put into place. 

An Indomitable People 
Yet, throughout Haiti 's recent his

tory of severe phys ical and political 

aftershocks, the 65 percent of the 

population that w orks in the agricul

tural sector has continued, as best it 

could, to feed the poorest population 

in the Western Hemisphere. Many 

rural fam ilies had to absorb and as

sist 600,000 displaced people fleeing 

the earthquake zone. This put pres

sure on food suppl ies (wh ich were 

more plentiful than usual , than ks 

to a bumper harvest in 2009) . Still , 

some farmer 

seed for food 

planting. and 

stock or use 
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some farmers were forced to use 

seed for food instead of saving it for 

planting, and others had to sell live

stock or use other meager savings . 

An earlier effort by the Haitian gov

ernment had boosted farm output in 

the previous three years, but farm 

nt his- families still have limited access to 

part of two centuries , since 

Haiti gained independence 

from France in 1804, the in

describably resilient peo

ple of rural Haiti have been 

forced to farm uphill , both lit

erally and figuratively. 

iolit1cal the essential resources they need to The Church's 
of the be more productive. They lack ade- Response 

N World Outlook MA v / Ju NE 2 o 11 21 

3gricu~ 

best 1t 

ulat1on 

Many 

quate land and credit , readily available At times during the past 50 

sources of seed and fertilizer, techni- years, the Methodist Church 

cal assistance, storage facilities, and, in Haiti (L'Eglise Methodiste 

most critically, a network of roads to d'Haiti, or EMH) has been an 

Two girls bicycle through Haiti's rural terrain. For many of Haiti's 
rural residents the nearest hospital or clinic is up to 10 hours away. 
Photo: John Gordon/ UMNS. 

ind as

fleeing 

t pres-

were 

hanks 

I. Still, 

Gullef 

transport crops beyond local markets. 

Without the roads, subsistence farm

ing is their only option. For the better 

innovator in working with rural popu

lations. Besides providing a church 

network of 102 private schools, EMH 

has brought literacy, hea lth care, mi

crocred it resources, and improved 

farming methods and opportunities 

to remote parts of Haiti. But, over 

time, the execution of some of these 

programs and projects declined. Re

cently, in the aftermath of the 2010 

earthquake, the EMH leadership de

cided to redevelop its agricultural pro

gram as a way to demonstrate the 

church's love and concern for earth

quake-stricken farm fam ilies . So, in 

October 2010, the Un ited Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) part

nered with the Methodist Relief and 

Development Fund (MRDF) of Great 

Britain to fund an emergency agricul

tural assistance project for the farm

ers and farm families most affect

ed by the earthquake . The sum of 

92,000 w as set aside for purchas

uch farm necessities as seeds, 

lizer, poultry, and goats. 

Agricultural Assistance 
The emergency assistance plan-Pro

jet d 'Assistance Urgente d'Agricole 
(PAUA)-was initiated in early 2011 

with the hiring of a project director 

(ingenieur agronome) and agricultur

al technicians (techniciens agricole). 
Collins Zamor, the project director, 

leads a team of six technicians . Be

ginning in February, the technical 
team received basic training in goals 

and methods, w hi le developing an ini

tial survey instrument to collect data . 

Then they climbed into publ ic trans

port or onto motorcycles and fanned 

out over six zones to reach the rural 

population-many of whom are still 

living under tents and tarps. 

The agricultural project will assist 
1,600 farm families, providing them 

with seeds and fertilizer for two staple 

db81f,!fllflli]"1r~aoats--to increase 
rMrp1'1idl(cjD and family in

llt-l'ftflO:Ur ity and farm 
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project's further aims are to strength

en relationships among community 

members and to bu ild relationsh ips 

between the Methodist Church and 

farm producers through their commu

nity groups (organizations de base). 

Each agricultural techn ician is 

responsible for visiting 10 to 15 rural 

communities in post-earthquake Haiti 

where the Methodist Church has a 

presence, such as a church , school , 

clinic, or other church-related site. 

The technicians meet with local 

church leaders and circuit superinten

dents, along with leaders of locally 

based organizations-such as farmer 

groups and local groups organized for 

road repair, environmental clean-up, 

Recipients of a PAUA seed distrihution . 
Photo: Collins Zamo1: 

or other community projects . They 

also meet with the local community 

official who serves as arbiter of com

peting interests . In those meetings, 

the technicians share the news of 

the church 's renewed outreach in 

agricultural development. 

Typically, leaders and members of 

local groups receive the technicians 

with warm enthusiasm, but some

times they are met with a measure 

of skepticism, being asked: "Why is 

this only a six-month project? What 

will happen after that? Why can only 

20 community members be select

ed?" And, of course, the process 

begins w ith the technicians hearing : 

" What we really need here is water-irr igation, " or " We would like a pump," 

or "How about some fishing equipment? " The technicians field a multitude of 

such questions, drawing on their train ing and past experience to help PAUA 

implement the program effectively in 80 communities. Given the pressure of 

unusua lly early ra ins, the project focuses on limited crops . Participants in one 

region had already begun to plant, so they al l decided to opt for livestock rather 

than crops. 

Passing on the Gift 
The techn icians are both catalysts and connections on the ground, seNing 

to mobilize local leaders and deliver the goods. As they do so, they are the 

ones who convey the program 's philosophy of caring and sharing through the 

practice of " passing-on-the-gift, " a strategy adopted from Heifer International. 

It is made clear to the program's initiators and participants that the church 's 

small don-prets (g ift-loans) are tokens of love and care for commun it ies shak

en, but not broken, by the earthquake and the social-pol itical aftershocks that 

fo llowed . Don-prets are the leaven in the loaf of caring relationships. They are 

the church reaching out to the rural poor, who are less visible than the urban 

poor. Don-prets become signs of sol idarity w ith those who posted 

signs along the highways, saying : " Help us [in] Rebuilding .... We 

lost everything ." 

Project PAUA represents one response of a church that was itse lf 

shaken and, in some places, literally crushed-with members kil led, 

but with a spirit undiminished . The Methodist Church in Hait i is mo

bilizing itself to share resources w ith the poor in rural areas . There, 

the don-prets become gospel messages, bringing people together 

around a principle of multiplying the gifts and enabling recipients to 

carry out their own acts of sharing and caring . 

These simple acts of sharing are only a beginn ing that w il l de

mand commitment and creativity by the Methodist Church . " Not 

everyone [in the community] can receive a don-pret, but everyone 

can benefit from the training," a community member commented . 

Will those who initially receive fee l blessed in ways that generate a 

glad and generous heart for sharing with others? Technicians and leaders will 

answer this question as they systematically rebuild a development program 

that previously lost focus . 

Overcoming Dependency 
One day in February, as we set out for remote reg ions to join some of our tech

nicians in preparatory meetings, we found ourselves on roads barely cl inging 

to the sides of mountains. After just a little ra in, those roads proved impass

able even for vehicles with four-wheel drive . So we were forced to abandon 

our visits that day, leaving each individual technician to go later by motorbike. 

Returning, we passed by a local office of the m inistry of agricu lture . I sug

gested we stop in to see what materials on product ive farming practices the 

office might have available for farmers . My Haitian colleagues, condit ioned by 

low expectations of government, were unenthusiastic; but we did go 1n and 

met a government official. He had no printed materials ava ilable and gave no in

dication that he would ever have any. Unfortunately, that e perience could only 

reinforce the Hait ians ' attitude that their government does not help its people 
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The alternative has often been to look 
outside Haiti for solutions . But gen

uine solutions for a new Ha iti must 
come from within, with outside sup
port. One of our challenges is to con
vince our colleagues to raise their ex

pectations of their own government 
and of themselves and the people in 
their rural communities. 

As the Methodist Church in Haiti 
moves beyond "emergency agricul
tural assistance" that arises from 
compassion, its leadership must find 

ways the church can help transform 
rural Haiti , moving it from a state of 
perpetual dependency. Haitian com
munities, themselves, must restore 

the fertility of the land through more 
sustainable forms of agriculture . This 
cannot happen unless compassion

ate acts of charity are accompanied 
by social and political transformation . 

Systematic change means: 
• Building and maintaining roads 

regularly destroyed by hurricanes. 

Their neglect and disrepair per
petually delay products from 
reaching even internaJ markets 
in good time and good condition . 

• Adjusting tenure systems to en
able producers to profit more 
fully from the fruits of their labor. 

• Putting more resources into 
the hands of farmers who need 
them and can use them to im
prov~ productivity. 

• Providing badly needed technica l 
services, such as improved vet
erinary care for farm animals. 

• Getting Haiti's fruit produce to 
external markets, where it is in 
demand but is delayed by cur
rent practices. 

• Improving agricultural support 
systems to make Haitian farm
ers more competitive, so that 
Haiti can stop importing eggs 
and dairy products from neigh
boring Dominican Republic. 

These are changes that individual 
farmers cannot make alone. These 
are changes required of a renewed 
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Haitian government and a strength
ened civil society of which the Meth
odist Church in Haiti must be a part. 

The Rev. fames L. Gulley is an agricul
tural consultant for the United Meth
odist Committee on Relief In Janu
ary 2010, he was visiting Haiti with a 
small delegation representing UMCOR 
and United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM) when the earth
quake struck. Gulley was trapped with 
his co lleagues underneath the rubble of 
the Hotel Montana for more than two 
days. He survived the ordeal and re
turned to work the following month, 
assisting vulnerable communities in the 
Haitian countryside. 

Below left: Barry Mickey, Frank Toussaint, 
and the Rev. Jim Gulley discuss Global Health 
Action's goat-breeding program in Haiti, 
supported by UMCOR. Photo: Ka111/esh Vyas, 
UMCOR-Haiti/UMNS. 

Below right: In the Haitian village of Foret 
des Pins, a woman carries water up a hill to 
her home. Photo: Paulfejfrey. 

Background Photo: Agriculture in Furey. 
Photo: Mike DuBose/ UMNS. 
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H a i ti p,.,,"'.fu"/]'ffi'Y 

Timeline 
Pre-Columbian Era 
The island (named La Isla Espanola by Columbus, now 
called Hispaniola) is inhabited by Arawak/Taino people 
Their numbers are estimated as between 100,000 and 
a mill ion or more. Five caciques (chiefs) hold different 
regions of the island . 

Pre-Columbinn Ern 

1'192 

1Lt93 

1503 
Nicolas de Ovando, Hispaniola's 
Spanish governor, massacres 
the island 's native queen 
and many of her subjects. 
The remaining Arawak/Taino 
islanders suffer from forced 
labor, deprivation, and disease. 

1577 
Spain begins to import slaves 
from Africa to Hispaniola. 

16Lt0 Photo: F 

France sends Governor 
Levasseur to claim the 
island for France. Four 
years later, sugar cane 
from Java is introduced . 

1789 
St. Domingue (He 
"the pearl of the . 
the most prosper 
of France. It supp 
with sugar, coffeE 
and spice. In Fra 
French Revolutior 

1760 
Nathaniel Gilbert 
plants the first 
Methodist 
community in the 
Caribbean on the 
Island of Antigua . 

in\lltes Meth_od 
States to begin ' 
he Haitian goveri 
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skilling all slave! 
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Christopher Columbus 
sails westward from 

Spain , seeking a shorter 
sea route to the East 
Indies. After he visits 

the Bahamas and Cuba, 
thinking he is in Asia, 

his flagship, the Santa 

Marfa, wrecks on reefs on 
Hispaniola 's north coast, 

near Cap Ha"ltien, on 
Christmas Day. 

JAN . After 40 crew members 
build a fort, La Navidad, with 
wo')d from the shipwreck, 
Columbus leaves them there 
to look for gold . He and the 
others sail back to Spain in 
the Nina and Pinta. 

1592 
After 100 years, 
fewer than 200 
indigenous Arawak/ 
Taino people are left. 

179 ments to finally 

SEPT. Columbus returns 
with 17 ships and 1,000 men, 
finding the fort destroyed and 
the 40 men dead. He founds 
lsabela, the first Spanish 
colony in the New World. 

Map Illustration: 
Jacques Nicolas 

--,.~,,.--z----,...r i Bellin (1 754) 

Toussaint L'OuverturE ssa1nt,who die 
a former slave, leao ,imprisoned 

1697 

Portrait by: Nicolas 
Eustache Maurin 

(1838). 

a Haitian revolutior 
defeating Britist 

Spanish, and Frenc 
troops and freeing S 

Domingue's slaves. He oversees th 
country's initial attempts at political an 

social reform, striving for a race-blinc 
independent country of equal~ 

Spain cedes the western third 
of the island to France. The 
French ship hundreds of thousands 
of African slaves to their colony, 
now named St. Domingue . 
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States to begin work in Haiti . 
he Haitian government works 

rh the Methodists to establish 
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Nouveau College Bird School 

:; established in 1817. L'Egl ise 

Metodiste de Haiti (EMH, the 
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On Jan .12, Haiti 's capital. Port-au-Prince. and 
much of the country is destroyed by a major 

earthquake that ki lls 100,000 Haitians. The 
General Board of Global Ministries loses two 
executives. the Rev. Sam Dixon and the Rev. 

Clint Rabb, found under the rubble of the Hotel 
Montana . Jim Gulley, a former missionary and 

Plioto: Paulfejfrey. continuing consultant for UMCOR, 

is rescued after 3 days. 

The MCCA celebrates the 25Qth anniversary 

Franc;:ois ("Papa Doc") Duvalier seizes 
power in a military coup and is elected 

president in 1957. In 1964, he declares 
himself president for life and rules as 

of Methodism in the Caribbean. 

a dictator, aided by secret police called 
Tanton Macoutes (bogeymen). 

1915 
The United States 

invades Haiti to 

restore order after 
black/mulatto 

friction and unrest. 
It withdraws 

troops in 1934 but 
maintains fiscal 

control until 1947. 

1971 
Duvalier dies and is succeeded 
by his 19-year-old son, Jean-Claude 
("Baby Doc ") Duvalier. He also 
declares him5elf president for 
life but flees Ha iti in 1986 
following a rebellion. 

1990 

2008 
Haiti is hit by 

four hurricanes: 
Fay, Gustav. 

Hanna. and Ike. 

Hurricane Hanna. 

199'1 

Brit1s 1806 

Jean-Bertrand 
Aristede, a former 

priest. becomes Haiti 's 
first democratically 

elected president. In 
1991 he is ousted in a 

military coup. 

The United States 
forces the military 
regime to reinstate 
President Aristede. 

I Frenc 
e1ng S 
.ees tr 
1cal an 180'1 
;e-blin Jean-Jacques 

equal. Dessalines, who had 
etrayec Toussaint. joins 

forces with Alexandre 
Petion to defeat the 
French. He declares 

Haiti's independence 

ind is its first president. 

;anto Domingo" Painting 
y Suchodo/ski (1804) . 

Dessalines is assassinated 
and Haiti is split in two: 
the northern half under 
Henri Christophe; the 
southern half under 

Alexandre Petion . 

1967 
The Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and the Americas (MCCA) is 

established as an autonomous church 
structure . Methodist communions in 
eight districts join in this connection : 

Bahamas/Turks & Caicos Islands; 
Belize/Honduras; Guyana ; Haiti ; 
Jamaica; Leeward Islands; Panama/ 
Costa Rica ; and the South Caribbean . 

General jean Jacques 
Oessalines (circa 1802). 

1995 
Rene Preval is elected 
president. 

1998 
Hurricane Georges 
destroys 80 percent of 
Haiti's crops . 
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In nddition to The United methodist Church, 
mnnll other denomlnntlons and religious or
gnnizntions nre working in Haltlnn communi
ties to improve lives nnd communities nfter the 
2010 earthqunke. Thell face similar logisticnl 
challenges, l/et bring different strengths to the 

common tnsk of helping both rebuild Phl/Si-
cnl infrnstructure nnd nurture Haitian resilience. 
manl/ of these church-bnsed ngencies are 
members of the ACT Alliance, nn international 
network of churches and church ngencies 
responding to emergencies. 

Richardson Henry (rig/rt) and anollrer worker smootlrfre h cement in eartlrquake-ramged Cit) ~ tire tank 11 ·1ll 11se h11111a11 waste and com·ert 
a hiodigester being b11ilt at the Lvcee Petion in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. it into cooking gas. 111e prowa 1. funded b)• /11temat10nal Orthodor 
One of four pilot projects being b11ill in lhe Belair neighborhood of the Christian Clwritie · and mmed 011t b)' \'1mR10, a Bra::1llan ,\ 'Gl . 

Shelter houses. So-called "trans1t1on houses " will last a few years, but 1t 1s hoped that 
One year after the quake, some 

800,000 people remain homeless 
and living 1n tent c1t1es, according to 
the International Organ1zat1on for Mi

gration . That was down s1gn1f1cantly 

from earlier numbers, 1n part because 

some families have moved back into 
their homes . ACT Alliance mem

bers have already built thousands of 

resident families will improve and enlarge them over time, turning them into 

permanent homes. Larger efforts at rebuilding remain hampered, however, b 
uncertainty and legal conflicts over land ownership and the lac of new home 
sites 1n Port-au-Prince. 

Pictured (top nght, p. 27) 1s Rosena Chenben, a survivor of Ha1t1's devas a -

1ng earthquake, hanging laundry to dry in front of her new house 1n Leogane, 

south of the Ha1t1an capital of Port-au-Prince The houses here were bull w ith 

assistance from Christian Reformed World Relief Committee. which is butld

ing more than 1700 houses in the community These houses are built on he 

foundations of 
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foundations of the residents' former 

homes. They have yet to receive their 

first coat of paint. CRWRC has also 

worked with community members 

on water and sanitation issues in re

sponse to the cholera outbreak and 

is providing psychosocial support for 

residents as they rebuild their lives. 

Cholera Prevention 
and Treatment 
Girls (right) wash their hands in Bel 

Air, a poor neighborhood of Port-a u

PrinGe, where cholera grew to epi

demic proportions less than a year 

after the devastating earthquake. The 

faucet and hygiene program are spon

sored by Viva Rio, a Brazilian organi

zation carrying out community orga

nizing in Port-au-Prince with support 

from the ACT Alliance . 
Cholera appeared in Haiti last Oc

tober. By January, it had sickened 

so1119 200,000 people and killed more 

than 4,000. Many NGOs working on 

long-term quake response had to sus

pend other work to focus on ensur

ing adequate supplies of clean water 

for the tent cities, while also launch

ing ambitious hygiene programs, 

often focused on educating Haitians 

about proper handwashing practices. 

Yet cholera is just as much a political 

issue as a health matter. The lack of 
government investment in education, 

public sanitation, and health care has 
created a perfect environment in Haiti 

for cholera to flourish. 
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Special Needs 
People living with disabilities or chal

lenging conditions often get lost in 

the wake of massive emergencies 
like the Haitian quake. ACT Alliance 

member agencies have made an in

tentional effort to include them in the 

design, planning, and implementation 

of their programs. 

A student (below) is in the Foyer 
d'Amour d'Haiti, a school for mentally 

challenged children in the Fontamara 

neighborhood of Port-au-Prince . The 

school is supported by International 
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Orthodox Christian Charities. a mem

ber of the ACT Alliance . 

Anouk Noel (above) is one of 600 
people living with disabilities in Port

au-Prince who have received a six

month, US $75 per month grant 

from Church World Service (CWS), a 

member of the ACT Alliance. Work

ing with Service Chretien d'Haiti and 

the Cuban Council of Churches. CWS 

has provided a variety of emergency 

services to quake survivors living with 

disabilities. 

Education 
Benoit Bernard (above) helps lift a 

large tent being erected for use as 

a school classroom in the remote 

44 §i *'' 

Haitian village of Embouchure. Ber

nard is director of the village's school, 

run by the Episcopal Church, which 

was damaged in the earthquake. Vil

lagers are now tearing down the old 

school to build a new one. The school 

construction is funded by Internation

al Orthodox Christian Charities and 

FinnChurch Aid. 

Psychosocial Programs 
A girl (below) participates in a dance 

program in the Bel Air neighborhood 

of Port-au-Prince, a year after the 

IM PA 

devastating earthquake. The program 

is sponsored by Viva Rio, a Brazilian 

organization carrying out community 

organizing in Port au Prince with sup

port from the ACT Alliance . 

Restaveks 
Girls play together after class (above) 

at the " House of Hope," a community

based educational training program 

in Port-au-Prince for restaveks-chil

dren who work fu ll-time as servants . 

Participants in the program also in

clude former gang members and 

teenage mothers. The school is spon

sored by the Ecumenical Foundation 

for Peace and Justice and supported 

by Church World Service, an ACT Alli

ance member. 

Many ights activists consider this 

use of children to be a modern form 

of slavery. They are usually children 
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from poor families who are sent to work as domestic servants in wealthier 

homes. The children aren't paid for their work but are provided with shelter 

and sometimes meager meals. In the best case scenarios, families will send 
their restavek chi ldren to school . But most restaveks work long days, perform

ing a variety of household tasks, for nothing more than a meal or two a day. 

Two-thirds of restaveks are girls, and they are extremely vulnerable to sexual 
abuse from the families that house and control them. 

Environment 
Farmers (above) harvest cabbages in the mountainous community of Foret

des-Pins . Behind them is a steep hillside where trees have been planted as 
part of a reforestation project. Deforestation is caused by the production of 

charcoal destined for urban cooking stoves. Residents of this mountain com
mur,;ty are working with technical advisors from the Lutheran World Federa

tion, a member of the ACT Alliance, to reforest and protect their endangered 

environment. 

The Rev. Paul]effrey is a United Methodist missionary and senior correspondent for 
Response magazine. 
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Prouiding 

lJJ r JJ1JJ 
Qnd lJU JJ~ 

in ~J r JJ 1~ 
Grace Children's Hospital inpatient ward had to be moved outside after the Januar y 12, 2010 earthquake. 

Photo: Courtesy ICC. 

by Rachel Gieringer Mills and Ann Simmons 

Late in the afternoon of Tuesdnv, :Jnnunrv 12, 201 o, hnuing just finished 
eating their usual dinner of beans and rice, the voung patients nt Grace 
Children's Hospitnl returned to the mnin nren of the inpntient wnm. There, 
the infnnts rested in their cribs, their bellies full of milk, while the older 
children gnthered in front of the television set. n wns Lt:53 p.m., nnd winter 
dnrkness hntJ begun to fnll on the citv of Port-nu-Prince, Haiti. 

Then, without warning, the hospi
tal 's evening routine was shattered . 
The whole bui lding began to shake! 
Sudden pan ic sw ept through Grace 
Children's Hospital. For nearly a full 
minute, the ch ildren and nurses alike 
cried out in fear and confusion . The 

••em ·~. ... • • • • ... • • ..... ... .,., • • ,j.-: .. ; .... ,, .. :,, .. . . J ..: , .. ~ .,,. 

walls of the ward shuddered and crumbled-sending the TV set, medical sup
plies, and oxygen tanks careening across the floor. 

There were 11 children, including six babies, in the hospital's inpatient 
ward that night. As the shaking subsided, each staff member scooped up a 
baby and started leading older children outside . The staff made quick trips in 
and out of the building to evacuate all the children and to salvage supplies. 
Then, as the band of survivors gathered outside in the courtyard , night fell 
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and powerful aftershocks began. add

ing to the chaos . Emmanuella, one of 

the older ch ildren, was so fr ightened 

that she ran and huddled near a wall 

in the hospital 's garage . As the wall 

crumbled behind her, she was killed 
by falling debris. 

Though the inpatient ward did not 

collapse during the initial earthquake. 

its structure was severely damaged, 

as was much of the hospital 's main 

campus . Since all the hospital build

ings were now uninhabitable, the 

children had to be cared for outside 

in salvaged cribs and beds, sheltered 

by tarps strung up between the trees. 

A Center for Response 
Thankfully, the hospital's administra

tive building remained intact, along 

with the ophthalmology, pediatric out

patient, and reproductive health clin

ics located across the street from the 
main campus . Grace Children's Hospi

tal administrators quickly began form

ing partnerships with other nonprofit 

organizations in the area . By Friday, 

January 15, the eye clinic had been 

reopened as an emergency surgery 

and treatment center. There, medi

cal relief teams from Germany and 

the United States worked alongside 

members of the Haitian staff . In the 

emp y lots behind the clinic. a large 

tent with cots was set up for postop

erative patient care . 
The buildings of Haiti's national 

tuberculosis headquarters were also 

destroyed during the earthquake. So 

the Grace Children 's Hospital cam

pus became the new headquarters. 
ensuring a steady flow of TB medi

cations and supplies to eight of the 

courtry 's 10 departments (adminis

trative divisions, as in France) . Given 

the logistical challenges, there were 

fears that many patients' treatments 
would be disrupted, possibly result

ing in drug-resistant TB and more 

deaths. However, by the following 

Monday- less than a week after the 

devastating earthquake- the outpa

tient clinics were back on schedule, 
treating 300 patients per day under 

tarps and tents in the hospital court

yard . The staff at Grace Children 's 

Hospital felt 1t was important not only 

to meet the new challenges posed 

by the earthquake but also to provide 

uninterrupted health care services to 
the community at large . 
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working to combat the spread of 

cholera and other waterborne diseas
es. In partnership with other organi

zations-Pure Water for the World ; 

the Rotary Clubs of Kalamazoo and 

Coldwater. Michigan ; Coldwater Unit

ed Methodist Church; and the Rotary 

Foundation-ICC began installing Bio

sand Water Filters at schools through
out Haiti . From May to October 2010, 
70 filters. benefitting 23,573 stu-

Patients await eye exams and follow-up treatment at a mobile eye clinic set up by Grace 
Children's Hospital following the earthquake. Photo: Keith Mumma. 

Eye Clinics and Water Filters dents. were installed in schools. An

One new community program that other 80 schools have been chosen 

stemmed from the disaster was the 

development of mobile eye clinics. 

International Child Care (ICC). which 

owns and operates Grace Children's 

Hospital , has a first-rate ophthalmol
ogy staff. Staff members now travel 

into the tent camps of the Delmas 
neighborhood, performing eye exams 
and offering follow-up treatment at 

the hospital 's main eye clinic . The mo

bile eye clinics have offered hundreds 

of patients the opportunity to receive 

treatment for earthquake injuries as 

well as injuries sustained in the close 

living quarters of the tent camps. 

As concerns arose over the poten

tial outbreak of disease, ICC began 

to receive filters and hygiene training, 

and plans are being laid for the filters' 

installation . The Bio-sand Water Fil

ters can clean more than 99 percent 
of impurities from water in a speedy 

low-tech pros;ess. The locally made 
concrete filters, containing varying 

levels of sand, gravel, and a biological 
substance, are used to filter out impu

rities . Adding a drop of bleach to the 

filtered water finishes the process . 
In conjunction with the Bio-sand 

Water Filter installation, teachers 

and school administrators receive hy

giene education at a three-day train

ing session. Upon completion of the 

program. all trainees are given similar 

_ ...:.i· . 
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instruction materials to take back to 
their classrooms. Teachers are also 
tra ined on the setup, proper use, and 
maintenance of the Bio-sand Water 
Filters. New signs have been installed 
on the sidewalks outside the hospital 
to remind passers-by of the impor
tance of proper hygiene and the com
munity's responsibility to maintain 
safe sanitary practices. 

Taking a Heavy Toll 
Meeting the physical, mental, and 
emotional needs of the Internation
al Child Care and Grace Children's 
Hospital staff became a high prior
ity for ICC following the earthquake. 
The ICC family lost three Haitian col

leagues, and many members suffered 
great personal losses as well. Howev
er, in spite of their own struggles, the 
staff members have remained dedi
cated to helping their Haitian brothers 
and sisters . Each has a story of tragic 
loss, and all suffered psychological, if 
not physical, trauma . More than 70 
percent of the employees of ICC-Haiti 
lost their homes, leaving them with
out personal belongings or basic ne
cessities . Accessing water and food 
for the patients and staff after the 

disaster was very challenging . However, within days, World Vision delivered 
more than 25,500 bags of rice to the hospital for distribution . The United States 
Army installed a water tank on the property that holds thousands of gallons of 
potable water. ICC provided meals for the hospital staff and their families. 

Symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) have affected many of 
the staff and patients at Grace Children's Hospital, along with millions of oth

ers throughout Haiti . In the wake of the tragedy, teams of psychologists, social 
workers, teachers, and clergy arrived at Grace Children's Hospital to provide 
support and training for those on the front lines of patient care. The teams 
brought a combination of experience in mass trauma relief, PTSD, teaching 
and training, and spiritual support. Sessions were offered that encouraged 
personal sharing and group support. Techniques for responding to individual 

cases and mass trauma were modeled . 
Art therapy, deep breathing, and guided 
visualization were also offered, creating 
extensive opportunities for participants to 
regain a sense of control over their lives. 
Follow-up sessions have included ongo
ing group support, symptom recognition, 
and individual stress management. 

Rebuilding With the Community 
Shortly after the earthquake, ICC lead
ers formed a Relief and Reconstruction 
(R&R) office, which has been dedicated 
to supporting relief efforts and helping to 
shape the rebuilding plans for Grace Chil
dren 's Hospital. The R&R office is over
seeing the demolition of condemned 
buildings on the hospital campus and the build ng of transitional facilities to 
house ICC programs until a new hospital can be erected. Most of the transi
tional facilities were completed during the summer of 2010 across the street 
from the main campus. They include an inpatient ward, an on-site school for 
long-term patients, and outpatient clinics . 

The R&R office also spearheaded a program to employ workers from the 
neighborhoods surrounding Grace Children 's Hospital. These workers were 
paid a fair wage, received meals before and during their shifts, and attended 
health education classes taught by the hospital staff. Many North American 
supporters have expressed an interest in helping Haiti to rebuild . Some groups 
have already visited Haiti through ICC-sponsored Mission Education Encounter 
Teams (MEETs) to observe programs and help with construction projects . As 
part of its mission, ICC remains committed to employing Haitians for most of 
the work and stipu lates that three Haitian laborers must be employed for every 
North American on visiting work crews. If you would like more information 
on the MEET program or would like to visit Haiti, please contact the ICC-USA 
office. (See box p. 33.) 

Left: Mothers and children wait to see a doctor at Grace Children's Hospital in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti . Most of the clinics have been moved across the street to temporary quarters while repairs 
are underway. Photo: Mike DuBose/ UMNS. Right: ICC fanned the Relief and Reconstruction of
fice to support relief efforts i11 Haiti and to oversee the rebuilding of Grace Children's Hospital's 
damaged facilities. Photo: Keith Mumma 
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United Methodist Partners 
International Child Care has a long
standing partnership with the Gen
eral Board of Global Ministries and 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR). For decades, United 
Methodist congregations have sup
ported the work of Grace Children's 
Hospital in Haiti by giving through 
the Advance. In the earthquake's af
termath, this partnership has grown 
stronger. Within weeks of the trag

edy, UMCOR granted 
ICC $99,000 to pro
vide salary support for 
the dedicated staff at 
the hospital. Support 
continued throughout 
2010. 

International Child 
Care received an 
UMCOR grant of 
$99,000 to help es
tablish a rehabilita
tion program at Grace 
Children's Hospital. 
Plans are now under
way for a new state
of-the-a rt hospital fa

cility that will include a rehabilitation 
center. According to the World Health 
Organization, there are an estimated 
2,000 new amputees in Haiti since 
the earthquake. 

International Child Care has en
tered into a new partnership with 
the United States Agency for Inter
national Development (USAID) as 
well. USAID has awarded a $400,000 
grant to Grace Children's Hospital to 
help reconstruct the hospital facilities . 
This grant is from the Office of Amer
ican Schools and Hospitals Abroad 
(AShA) and will be applied to earth
quake rebuilding expenses. Although 
such large grants are a huge blessing 
to ICC's programs in Haiti, the com
mitment of individual donors is still 
needed to ensure that the work at 
Grace Children's Hospital and in the 

surrounding communities can contin
ue and thrive . 

Thanks to the indomitable spirit of 
the Haitian people, the loyalty of Inter
national Child Care 's faithful support
ers, the critical partnerships forged 
through a common mission, and the 
leadership demonstrated in the earth
quake's aftermath, the ICC family is 
able to continue its mission of serving 
Haitian children and their families, not 
only today but well into the future . 
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Donotlons to 
Grace Children's Hospital 

mo" IJe mode to 
AcJunnce #Lil 8520. 

Rachel Gieringer Mills is the Educa
tion and Communication oordinator 
for ICC-USA and has been on staff for 
more than 10 years. Ann Simmons has 
worked for TCC-USAfor more than two 
years as a Communication and Devel
opment Coordinator. 

lnternatlonal Child Care 
International Child Care is a Christian health development organization. 
Operating in Haiti since 1967 and in the Dominican Republic since 1988, 

ICC is working to change the conditions of poverty that impact 
hildren's health and well-being. 

Website: www.internationalchildcare.org 
Phone: 800-722-4453 

Email: iccusa@intlchildcare.org 

Grace Children's Hospital Earthquake Response 201 D 
• A part-time psychiatrist, 1 psychologist, and 1 social worker hired 

in September 2010 

• 730 Individual Psychosocial Counseling Sessions 
(June-December 2010) 

• 56,543 Aquatabs distributed 

• 5,413 Oral Rehydration Serum Sachets distributed 

• 5,021 Vitamin A doses administered 

• 3,256 HIV tests performed for children and adults 

• 1,051 children fully immunized (June-December 2010) 

• 18,642 health education sessions conducted 

• 36 health promoters recruited and trained; 120 community health 
workers conduct visits to track and monitor TB patients 

• 139 clinics conducted at GCH (June-December 2010) 

• 139 adult and 139 pediatric TB and TB/HIV clinics conducted (June
December 20101 

• 200 adult and 200 pediatric TB and TB/HIV outpatient clinics at GCH 

• 1,386 children 1to11months;1,600 children 12 to 23 months; 
1,298 children 24 to 59 months monitored for growth and nutrition 

• 24,446 children weighed (June-December 2010): 1,318 moderately 
underweight and 151 severely underweight 

• More than 921 prenatal and 604 postnatal consultations 
conducted at 200 prenatal/ 200 postnatal clinics 



FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS, The United Methodist Church 
has made a concerted effort to send Volunteers in Mis

sion to Haiti . Through these teams, United Methodists 
have developed strong links to Haitian congregations and 
inst itutions. Before the January 12, 2010, earthquake, the 

United Methodist Volunteers-in-Mission (UMVIM) network 

was already placing about 100 teams a year in Haiti. 
In October 2010, the directors of the United Method

ist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) approved-and Global 
M inistries' directors affirmed-a grant of $3,094,500 to 

!und the Haiti R1 
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fund the Haiti Response Pla n for th ree years. The plan's goal is to address the 
humanitarian needs and priority projects of the Methodist Church in Hait i (Eg
lise Methodiste d'Ha iti, EMH) through coord inated volunteer ministries. 

BRI BUTLER 

A Pilot Project Phase 

MY MISSION TRIP TO HAITI 

WAS AN INCREDIBLE EXPE

RIENCE in which God taught 
me a whole new meaning to 
stepping out and walking in 
faith! I absolutely fell in love 
with . the people of Haiti ... 
and I can't wait to go back 
and continue to share the 
love of Jesus w ith them. God 
blessed me and taught me a 
lot through the Haitian peo
ple. I cannot wait to return . 

During a six-month pilot phase that ran from April through October 2010, the 
EM H identified and prioritized projects. whi le partners in Haiti and the United 
States planned ways to field the volunteer teams effectively. About 80 UMVIM 
teams traveled to Hait i in 2010. 

Nearly 70 percent ($2,082,500) of the grant is allocated to Haitian labor de
velopment funds . Each UMVIM team t raveling to Haiti is asked to ra ise $3500 
in project funds . These funds are matched dollar for dollar by the grant. provid
ing $7, 000 per team to support the hiring of Haitian workers in at least a 2:1 
ratio of Haitians to UMVIM team members. Haitian workers include laborers, 

cooks, drivers. interpreters, foreme n, and engineers . The guaranteed funding 
enables the Haitians to begin work before the UMVIM team arrives and to con"
tinue after the visiting team leaves. This results in improved project continu
ity, a sense of ownersh ip in the local community, and greater inclusion of local 

WHILE READING BIBLE STORIES TO HAITIAN CHILDREN, I 

realized that the one thing we have in common is our love 
for Jesus. Many of the children knew the stories-or at least 
had heard of the people in them. Later. as we were walk

ing to town, I noticed a large cemetery. Our guide explained 
that it was a voodoo cemetery and told us a little bit about 
voodoo customs. The church we were helping to construct 
will have a big impact in this small community because it 
will reach some of the children who might otherwise grow 

up .never hearing the good news of Jesus Christ. 
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workers in decision making. 
Greg Forrester, the Northeast Juris

diction UMVIM Coordinator, traveled 
to Haiti as part of the first UMVIM as
sessment team after the earthquake, 
and he has been intricately involved 
ever since . "The emphasis on collab
oration, team placement procedures, 
and the calendar has created a great
er economic impact for both long
term Haitian employment and the 
financial needs 
of L'Egl ise Me
thodiste d'Haiti," 
he expla ined. For
rester was one of 
the principal au
thors of the Hait i 
Response Plan . 

The three-year 
budget includes 
salaries for four 

mm1be we cJicJn't 
mnke n tremencJous 
cJifference while 
we were there, but 
I know the church 
we workecJ on will 
hnue n big impnct 
on mnnl/ Hues. 

TREY BARCLAY 

staff members (three in Haiti and 
one in the United States), transporta
t ion support for vehicles in Haiti, and 
office support . Currently, the Rev. 
Tom Vencuss of Wethersfield UMC 
in Connecticut part of the New York 
Conference, serves as the Volunteer 
Management Coordinator for the 
Haiti Response Plan. Bethany Guy, 
a layperson from the Church of the 

\/lie made some great friends and had some wonder
ful times. Maybe we didn't make a tremendous difference 

while we were there. but I know the church we worked on 
will have a big impact on many lives. You could say we had 
a small part-a very small part-in planting a few seeds. My 

prayers are someday to go back and help plant more. 

TREY BARCLAY 

Bri Butler and Trey Barclay are from Christ Church, 

a United Methodist congregation with campuses 

in Fort Myers and Cape Coral, Florida. 
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Resurrection, Kansas East 
Conference, first served 
as an intern in the Haiti of
fice and now serves as As
sistant Coordinator. The 
Finance/Hospitality Coordi
nator is Deanna Hawkins, 
a layperson from Holy 
Trinity UMC, Minnesota 
Conference. Susan Meis
ter, a layperson from the 
Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference, is the US-based 
Calendaring Coordinator. 

Volunteer 
Scheduling 

I EXPECTED TO SEE POVERTY IN HAITI. I didn 't 
anticipate, however, the vibrant entrepreneur
ship of its residents, a fact that hit home with 
our introduction to the "bracelet boys." These 
preteen boys support their families through 
their innovative artisan efforts. 

They scour the streets of Port-au-Prince for 
multicolored telephone wires and weave them 
into colorful bracelets with intricate designs. 
They have formed a partnership with the 
Methodist Guesthouse in Petionville to display 
and sell the bracelets on their behalf. We met 
them with their families and were able to pro
vide them with health kits, school kits, and our 
"heart beans and rice." (A pillow craft stuffed 
w ith dried beans and grain.) 

Volunteer teams from 
across the connection
representing all five US 
United Methodist juris
dictions and a number 
of other Methodist com
munions- have already 
served in Haiti or are reg
istered to travel there . 

CHERYL JUNTUNEN 

Oregon-Idaho Conference 

These boys, like their other Hait ian neigh
bors, work very hard to find ways to scrape 
out an existence in the difficult environment 
they experience. We were happy to provide 
them with what little we could . The bracelets 
we each bought to take home made a won
derful remembrance for the many people at 
home who had supported us. 

Teams interested in more information 
should visit the Haiti Response Plan's 
website : www.umvimhaiti.org. The 
website also includes volunteer re
flections, the status of the 21 projects 
now underway, and a newslette r link. 

more than 10 members w ho travel to Hait i for seven to nine days. The team 
leader must have Haiti volunteer experience and UMVIM team-leader train
ing . Team leaders work with the US-based calendaring coordinator to schedule . 
their trips and to process project funds . 

Haiti UMVIM teams consist of no 

The goal of the Haiti Response Plan is to send 220 UMVIM teams in 201 1, 
200 teams in 2012, and 175 teams in 2013. Thus fa r, nearly 150 teams are on 
the ca lendar for 2011 , and teams are already scheduled for 2012. 

THE QUESTION I AM MOST OFTEN ASKED 

when I come home is w hether or not I see 
Haiti making progress. That is a difficult 
question to answer about a country where 
tens of thousands still live in tents, unem
ployment is over 85 percent, and many chil
dren are not able to attend school. What I 
can see is on a smaller scale-a child in his 
clean uniform going to school, a congre
gation gathering in their church, a young 
teacher ironing his shirt before school, 
workers able to provide for their families 
because they have jobs on one of the 
construction sites sponsored by L'Eglise 
Methodiste d'Haiti . It is through these 
small steps that we can help Haiti heal. 

ROGER G. RICHARDS is 
Chair of the Haiti Partner
ship, Upper New York 
Conference. 

The Haiti Partnership 
was originally established 
with the Methodist Church 
in Haiti in 1995 by the 

Wyoming Conference (upstate New York and northeast Pennsylva

nia). This partnership now includes the new Upper New York and 
Susquehanna conferences. Over the years, the Haiti Partnership 
has sent close to 100 teams and nearly 1,000 UMVIMs to Haiti. 

Besides US 

sponse Plan 
teams f rorn t 

in the Caribb 
cas (MCCAl. ' 
Canada. and ti 

Director 

Living t~ 
based in I/lino 
four boys ani 

The Un 

ALMOST , 

group of~ 
Abilene, Te 
goal was tJ 

Walking 
in the Wes 
hearts. Mo 
Only a few 
desperatio1 
house in P1 

Yet, as 
Petit Goav1 
ers. In the 
new restrc 
new dance 
worshiped 
another, OL 

hope for H 
I think tt 

do Qo, we 
Haiti taugh 
rny own h1 
Prince. Bu 

called to si1 
is on the h1 



NE World Outlook MAY / JUNE 2011 37 

didn't 

meur

lWith 

rhese 
ough 

ce for 

rhem 

l
1gns. 

the 

l play 

!
met 
pro

pour 
~ffed 

on-

Besides US teams, the Hait i Re

sponse Plan has helped schedu le 

teams from the Methodist Church 

in the Caribbean and the Ameri
cas (MCCA), the United Church of 

Canada, and the Missionary Society 

MATT HENSON is the Executive 
Director and Lead Evangelist for 
Living the Adventure Ministries, 

based in Illinois. Matt is married with 
four boys and is an ordained elder in 

The United Methodist Church. 

of the Methodist Chu rch in Ireland. 

Susan Meister is the US-based Calendaring Coordinator for the Haiti Response 
Plan and is also responsible for the website, newsletter, and other project commu
nications. Teams potentially interested in volunteering should contact Meister at 
haitivolunteers@yahoo.com. 

IN OCTOBER 2010, MY TEAM AND I WERE BLESSED TO TRAVEL 

to Arcahaie, Ouest, north of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The January 2010 earth

quake did not affect this region in the way other areas were affected . Ar
cahaie was the location of a new church that VIM teams had been work

ing on before the earthquake . Our main task during our week there was 

to build church pews. This did not involve all our team, as the supplies and 

tools did not allow all of us to work at one time. So we decided to open a 
clinic each day and to spend time playing with the children . 

We enjoyed the universal language of soccer. In past trips, the children 

and youth taught me a variety of games that involved everyone. It was 

amazing to watch the children gather when the bu/ (ball) came out, and to 

see how willing they were to give it back when the day ended, knowing 

it would return . The laughter, camaraderie, and freedom helped us build 

relationships with the children . 
There is a lot of physical labor to be done in Haiti , but we cannot forget 

the people and the relationships . The old adage my parents shared with 

me is true in Haiti as well : "All work and no play makes Matt a dull boy." 

ALMOST A YEAR AFTER THE DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKE in Haiti, a 

!learn group of mostly McMurry University students woke up at 4:00 a.m. in 

· train· Abilene, Texas, and boarded a flight to Port-au-Prince. Our desire and 

1edule goal was to "bring hope to Haiti ." 
Walking out of the airport and into the streets of the poorest country 

2011 , in the Western Hemisphere was all it took to nearly deflate our hopeful 

3re on hearts. Most of our students had never been out of the country before. 

a-

Only a few of us had seen anything remotely close to the poverty and 

desperation that confronted us as we drove to the Methodist Guest 

house in Petionville . 
Yet, as we worked, we laughed with children from the streets of 

Petit Goave. We hoisted cement, bricks, and mortar with Haitian work

ers. In the midst of destroyed buildings, together we constructed two 

new restrooms at Petit Goave's Methodist Guest House. We learned 

new dances, sang silly songs w ith children at the Brakeman School, and 

worshiped with the saints in two churches. As the days rolled into one 

another, our feeling of hopelessness began to give way to new hope

hope for Haiti and hope for ourselves. 
I think this is why Jesus calls us all to go, wherever we are . When we 

do go, we make disciples. But going also makes disciples out of us. If 

Haiti taught me anything, it is that darkness is a reality everywhere-in 

my own heart, in the streets of Abilene, and in the streets of Port-au

Prince. But it also reminded me that morning is coming and that I am 

called to sing the song of that morning in the midst of the darkness . Hope 
is on the horizon . Morning is coming, and, with it, the light of God 's love. 

TIM PALMER led an UMVIM team 
from students from Abilene, Texas, 
to Haiti on January 20 11 . 

. . . ~ ... _ .... ...:..,. . 
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After two months of stUcl\ling ancl 
cliscussing the people, culture, ancl 
histof\I of Haiti, nine United meth
odists spent la da\IS there, meeting 
with church leaclers, uisiting proj
ects, ancl gathering information. 

Upon their return to the United 

States, the participants in the Mission 

The Haiti Travel Study class was 

a mix of clergy, lay members. and 

seminary students from the five US 

jurisdictions. All of the participants 

work or volunteer at local church and 

annual conference levels. A few had 

been to Haiti before, but for most, 

this was their first trip . 

Travel Study are sharing their Haiti ex- The Haitian Diaspora 
periences and studies with others in The Mission Travel Study students 

their home conferences, at regional began their journey in Miami, Florida, 

and conference Schools of Christian where they met with Global Minis

Mission, and in their churches and tries director Judith Pierre-Okerson, 

youth groups. who is Haitian . Her brother, Jacques 

"The goal of the Mission Travel Pierre, wrote the 2011 mission study 

Study," explains Giuseppina Avitia, book, Haiti Challenges and Hope, for 

who coordinates the study for the the Schools of Christian Mission . He 

General Board of Global Ministries, was also on hand to greet the group. 

" is for students to acquire a better The group visited La Petite Ha·1·ti 

understanding of the situation in Haiti , 

especially in light of the earthquake of 

January 12, 2010. Then, upon their re

turn to their local churches and con

ferences, participants are committed 

to using what they have learned to 

raise awareness and support for Haiti 

though the mission efforts of Glob

al Min istries, including the Advance, 

the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR), United Methodist 

Women, and mission partners ." 

As long ns \IOU hnue n hentl, 
\IOU hnue hope tor n hot. 

Haitian Proverb 

(Little Haiti), a section of Miami 

where Haitian immigrants to the Unit

ed States have settled . Grace Haitian 

United Methodist Church-the first 

church for Haitian immigrants in the 

United States-hosted the group for 

an evening of conversation . Grace's 

United Methodist Women's unit pre

pared and served dinner, then shared 

information about how they serve 

the Haitian diaspora-the dispersal of 

Haitians to other countries . 

mission 
Tr uel 
SIUdll to 
by Melissa Hinnen 

Agrirnlture project in Furey, Haiti. 
Pilato: Mike DuBo e/ UM S 
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In the Dominican Republic, the Mission Travel students met with church 

leaders, grassroots organizers, and members of a local church that serves a 

community of Dominican-born families of Haitian descent. Children of Haitian 

descent born and raised in the neighboring Dominican Republic are not con

sidered Haitian citizens, but they are not considered citizens by the Dominican 

Republic either. They are often denied legal documentation and basic educa
tional opportunities. The travel group learned about several ministries in differ
ent communities that 

address poverty and 

some of the difficult 
cu ltural issues . that af

fect the Haitian people 
living there . 

Complexities 
and Promise 
Upon arrival in Haiti, 

many 1n the group 

noted the stark con

trast to the Dominican 

Republic, which shares 

the is land of Hispaniola . 

" It's hard to believe this 
Children of Haiti.an descent in the Dominican Republic. 
Photo: Melissa Hinnen. 

is the same island," said one participant during the dusty drive in heavy traffic 

from the airport to the Methodist Guest House near Port-au-Prince. 

In the evening, group members visited with Haitian students who are sup

ported by UMCOR scholarships through Global Ministries. The Haitian stu

dents shared their challenges and hopes, with many emphasizing the need 

for education and faith to rebu ild their country. They represented various f ields 

of study: medicine, linguistics, education; small business, and adm inistration. 

Following a group discussion and dinner, the Haitian scholarship students and 

Mission Travel Study part icipants enjoyed getting to know one another on a 

more personal level in small group conversations. 
On Sunday, the Mission Travel students attended the Methodist Church 

on the campus of Nouveau Col lege Bi rd. After worship, the Rev. Marco Dep

estre, Secretary of the Eglise Methodiste d'Haiti (EMH, the Methodist Church 

in Haiti), led the group on a tour of the campus. All of the school buildings had 

been destroyed in the earthquake. By the time of the group's visit in October 

2010, rubble had been cleared away, and transitional school .build ings provided 
by the government were serving the students at the EM H's flagship school. 

The mission group members grew somber after leaving the church and 
visiting St. Martin, another Methodist church and school in Port-au-Prince. 

After stepping over garbage and walking past people who were urinating in 

the street, they found rubble and rebar covering the grounds where temporary 

school buildings stood amid a scene of poverty and desperation . 

On the drive out of the city to visit a United Methodist Volunteers-in-Mis
sion (UMVIM) project in Mellier, the group saw tent cities that had obviously 

deteriorated in the 10 months since the earthquake. Children were bathing 
in filthy water, and there was a sense that this " temporary " situation was 

becoming permanent. The mission visitors passed communities that, like 
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way I am because you are not helping me." 
The following days included meetings with EMH 

leaders, such as the Rev. Gesner Paul, the head of EMH, 
and the Rev. Edzaire Paul, director of EMH 's educa

tion department. Lauren James, UMCOR's liaison with 
the Methodist Church in Haiti , outlined the ways that 
UMCOR supports EMH 's response to the disaster. She 
regularly meets with the Rev. Gesner Paul and works 
with the EMH to understand the church's needs. She 
also helps church leaders strategize about how to build 
their capacity to work with the communities they serve . 

Lauren James's role helps to keep the EMH informed 
about the operations of UMCOR's nongovernmental 
organization (NGO) in order to coordinate the Haitian 
Methodists' priority projects with the NGO. There is a 
natural distribution channel for UMCOR kits and other 
donations through existing church networks. 

Hope and Progress Children pump water in front of the rubble of the Mellier Methodist 
School near Petit-Goave, Haiti. Photo: Melissa Hin11e11. While the cholera epidemic in Haiti was a concern dur

ing the Mission Travel Study visit, other health issues, such as HIV/AIDS, also Mell ier, had lost even more people in 
another earthquake that had struck 
just days before . 

Signs of an upcoming election 
were everywhere, and a political rally 
was taking place in one community 
the group's van passed. One of the 
visitors asked: "What in the world is 
the new president going to do? Will 
the president even see what we saw 
today? How can you not see it?" 

That evening, the group grappled 
with all they had seen, heard, and 
smelled. Some participants talked 
about what they had experienced. 
Others silently let the day's events 
sink in as they tried to digest their 
emotions. They compared the com
fort of their guest house with what 
they imagined the living situation 
might be for a little boy who had run 
up to the van begging for money. 
They questioned how they could doc
ument the situation they witnessed 
without invading other people's pri
vacy and exploiting them . "The peo
ple are tired of seeing us with cam
eras, " they said, realizing that the 
Haitians were just at the point of say
ing : " Leave me alone. Let me live the 

complicate people 's lives in Haiti . Grace Children's Hospita l has been a beacon 
of hope in Haiti for 40 years . While some of its buildings were destroyed, do
nors (including UMCOR) have provided funds for operations, new equipment, 
and facilities so that the hospital can continue to serve the community. The 
HIV/AIDS treatment area at Grace is outside, and every space to sit was taken 
up by people waiting patiently for treatment. 

Young women learn life skills at the YWCA, Haiti. 
Photo: Melissa Hinnen. 

Preventing HIV/ 
AIDS and cholera 
is an area of focus 
for the YWCA in 
Haiti . Supported by 
UMCOR and the 
United Methodist 
Women's Division, 
the girls and young 
women in the 
YWCA program re
ceive psychosocial 
services and learn 
strategies to navi
gate their lives fol
lowing the earth-

quake of January 12, 2010. Many of the children in the youth center live in tent 
communities and most do not go to school. The program gives them an oppor
tunity to break the cycle of poverty by building their confidence, affirming their 

worth as children of God, and teaching them life skills . 
The Mission Travel Study group spent a day visiting Furey, a community in 

the mountains that is supported by United Methodist Volunteers in Mission . 
The New York Annual Conference has been working in Furey since the 2008 
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the 2008 

hurricanes, supporting the school and clinic there and pro
viding seeds and fertili zer for an agricultural cooperative. 
Far from the city and the devastation of the earthquake, 
the Furey community was a reminder of the beauty of 
Haiti . The consensus of the visiting group was this : "What 
we see in the media pa ints Haiti as a place of corruption, 
poverty, voodoo, earthquakes, cholera, and hurricanes. 
But this mountain community gives us a new image to 
visualize when we think of Haiti ." 
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On the northern outskirts of Port-au-Prince is a reset
tlement community for 10,000 Haitian people who were 
displaced by the earthquake . Camp Corail is operated by 
a number of NGOs, including UMCOR's, with governance 
from community leaders . While the camp is considered 
transitional, all signs point to planning for permanence . 
The transitional schools built by UMCOR to provide educa
tion for up to 900 students are built to last for 15 years and 
withstand earthquakes and hurricanes. One-room shelters 
were systematically replacing the domed tents lined up 
throughout the camp. UMCOR is planning to plant mango 
and lemon shade trees as well as community gardens to 

Two young boys attend Furey school. The Mission Travel Study group 
spent a day visti.ng Furey, a community in the mountains where many 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission have worked. Photo: Melissa 
Hinnen. 

provide food and income opportunities. 
While life continues to be hard for those living in Camp Corail-outside the 

city and away from access to food, jobs, and churches-there are indications 
of hope and progress as the Haitian people adjust to a new normal . 

About the Mission Travel Study 
The Mission Trav
el Study each year 
is based on the 
geographic mis
sion study led by 
United Methodist 
Women in Schools 
of Christian Mis
sion across the 
United States . The 
study on Haiti wil l 
be taught in 2011 

and 2012 . Many of 
the participants in 
the Mission Travel A Mission Travel Study participant, Tino Herrera. 

Study are teach ing 
Photo: Melissa Hinnen. 

the rnission study in their conferences . To see photos from the trip, visit 

UMCOR's Facebook album. 

Melissa Hinnen is currently the Public Information Officer for the General Board of 
Global Ministries. As the Director of Communications for UMCOR at the time of 
this trip, she accompanied the Mission Travel Study participants on their journey. 

UMCOR will be partnering 

with the people of Haiti 

for years to come. Gifts to 

support UMCOR's work 

can be made online by vis

iting www.umcorhaiti.org. 

For gifts by mail, make 

checks payable to UMCOR 

and mail to: 

UMCOR, 

PO Box 9068, 

New York, NY 10087 

Please indicate Haiti Emer

gency, UMCOR Advance 

#418325, on the memo 

line of your check. One 

hundred percent of gifts 

made to this Advance will 

help the people of Haiti. 

. . . . . ' . ' ' . . . . . . . . . -· .. .. .... -. "' . . . . ~ ' . . ~. ' ' ",_..: 
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United Methodist Women 
The Global Ministries division responsible for United 
Methodist Women will seek denominational approval for 
status as a separate agency of the church . Directors of 
Women 's Division, the organization's administrative body, 
unanimously voted during their April 7-11 meeting to 
"structurally separate" but remain "missionally connect
ed" with the General Board of Global Ministries rather 
than continue as a division of the mission agency. 

Under the new structure, the Women's Division would 
become known as United Methodist Women, Inc., a 
nonprofit organization . Many of the proposed structural 
changes require approval by the 2012 General Confer
ence, the denomination's top legislative body. If approved, 
the changes would take effect on January 1, 2013 . 

UMCOR Partners in Providing Shelter and Training 
In March, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
approved projects with three different humanitarian or
ganizations-Habitat for Humanity, International Relief 
and Development (IRD), and BRAC, an international relief 
agency-to provide transitional, upgradeable, or perma
nent housing for more than 3,200 families in the towns of 
Leogane, Cabaret, and Port-au-Prince in Haiti, a total com
mitment of nearly $1 .9 million . 

United Methodist Communicators Honored 
The Religion Communicators Council, meeting in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, honored United Methodist communica
tors with 37 awards, including four Best-in-Class awards, 
at its annual DeRose-Hinkhouse event . New World Out
look picked up three Best-in-Class awards: one for the 
July-August 201 O " Caring for God's Creation" as a sin
gle issue, one for the new digital publication launched 
in 2010, and a third won in writing by editor Christie R. 
House for the November-December 2010 article: "The 
Imagine No Malaria Campaign and Why It Just Might 
Work." A team of communicators from Global Ministries 
and United Methodist Communications earned the fourth 
Best-in-Class award for the integrated marketing cam
paign "10-Fold. " 

UMCOR Aids Japan 
In response to the earthquake and tsunami in Japan on 
March 11, UMCOR is honoring the request of the Japa
nese government that outside groups refrain from com
ing to Japan . UMCOR has sent an emergency grant to 
church partner, United Church of Christ in Japan, and an 
emergency grant to GlobalMedic to help meet the most 
basic humanitarian needs in northern Japan . 

UMCOR is serving as the United Methodists' conduit 

for financial contributions . The Advance is Japan Erner· 
gency # 3021317. 

Southern Sudanese Vote to Become Sovereign State 
Jubilant shouting filled the air with the reality that a his
torical moment had taken place in Sudan . More than 98 
percent of those voting in the 10 states of Southern Sudan 
approved the referendum to separate from the northern 
and western parts of the country. Mandated by the 2005 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, after many years of 
civil war in Sudan, the referendum on secession was con
ducted January 9-15, 2011 . 

Thomas Kemper, general secretary of The General 
Board of Global Ministries, acknowledged that, regard
less of the outcome, the north and south will still need 
each other economically and socially, and that "Global 
Ministries is committed to the welfare of the people in all 
parts of Sudan ." 

Pakistani Christian Murdered 
Shahbaz Bhatti, Pakistan Minister for Minorities, was shot 
and killed in Islamabad on March 2. Regarded as the most 
prominent Christian in Pakistan, Shahbaz Bhatti opposed 
strict interpretation of a blasphemy law that makes Chris
tian proselytizing punishable by death . 

The Church of Pakistan is a mission partner of The 
General Board of Global Min istries. 

• 
DEATHS Vivian Olson, retired missionary with almos 
33 years of service in Sierra Leone, died December 19 
201 O ... Leila Brown, retired missionary with almost 
years of service in Malaysia and India, died December 31 
2010 .. .Irving Lee Smith, retired missionary with 3 year 
of service in Cuba, died January 1, 2011 ... John L. Foster 
retired missionary with 4 years of service in Tonga, Sout 
Pacific, died January 2, 2011 ... Roberta Jenk Ellis, r 
tired missionary with 6 years of service in Nigeria, died 
January 4, 2011 ... John E. Kaemmer, retired mission
ary with 21 years of service in Angola, Mozambique, an 
Zimbabwe, died January 4, 2011 .... Carl Williams, r 
tired missionary with 9 years of service in Bolivia, die 
January 17, 2011 ... R. Marston Speight, retired mission
ary with 29 years of service in Tunisia, died January 19, 
2011 ... Ruby Lormor, retired missionary with 3 years of 
service in Myanmar (Burma), died on February 15, 2011 .. 
Loria Nothdurft, retired missionary with almost 12 years 
of service in Bolivia and Peru, died February 22, 2011 .. 
Neva Hale, retired missionary with almost 30 years of ser
vice in Korea, died February 27, 2011 ... Judith Newton, 
retired missionary with 28 years of service in Japan, died 
March 11, 2011 . 
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Young Leaders Begin New Talbert Class 
An UMNS story by Kathy L. Gilbert, a multimedia repo11er for the young adult 
content team at United Methodist Communications, Nash ville, Tennessee. 

Retired Bishop Melvin G. Talbert has served The United Methodist Church 
as a mentor, pastor, conference staff member, district superintendent, 
general secretary, and bishop. Talbert has been an advocate for peace 
and for the oppressed and margina lized . He has fought to help The United 
Methodist Church and society address racism . He is committed to racial, 
gender, and sexual orientation inclusiveness, believing there is room at 
God 's table for everyone . 

The Bishop Melvin George Talbert Leadership Institute's class of 2013. 

The Talbert Institute was created in Bishop Talbert's name by Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR) to engage and encourage young 
la ity and clergy to reach their leadership potential . Nine young people, 
ranging in age from 19 to 36, are the f irst fel lows in a program based on 
Bishop Talbert's leadership values . These have guided him throughout his 
life : timeliness, preparation, respect, advocacy, " from 'me' to 'we,"' ecu

menical focus, courage, and radical inclusivity. The fellows w ill complete 
a two-year curriculum based on those va lues to become effect ive, ethica l 
leaders for The United Methodist Church . 
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t · Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

The General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
Website: http://gbgm-umc.org 212-870-3600 

CONNECTING THE 

CHURCH IN MISSION 

I Am at Your Service 
by the Rev. Wendy Joy Woodworth, part of an Oregon- Idaho Conference UMVIM 
team to Haiti. She worked on the Methodist Guest House property. 

Ricardo was our Haitian interpreter. He worked beside me, chiseling and 
hammering at the parsonage wall, removing stucco and other material. He 
made twice as much progress as I did . But he took breaks along w ith me 
and we got to chat. His family 's home w as damaged in the earthquake 
and his family currently lives in a tent. He does not know when they will 
be able to repa ir and rebuild . His parents lost their jobs 12 years ago and 
he is the sole support for his parents and four siblings. He likes to surf the 
internet or read his Bible . He is not sure when his next day of work will be. 

<u = 1::'. 

I gave Ricardo a greeting and a prayer in English that I wanted to say in 
Creole at church on Sunday morning. He 

sa id, " I am at your service ." He wrote 
out the Creole for me and helped me 

with the pronunciation . He laughed 
at my mistakes and kept encour

aging me when I said, " I can 't 
get this ." Ricardo has so 

much to offer. He is a pa
tient and gentle spirit. He 
will stay in my prayers. 

I find myself wonder
ing, how often do I say to 
someone, " I am at your 
service"? 

LeMaire (left) and Ricardo 
(rig;1t) helped to repair the 
Methodist Guest House with 
the Oregon-Idaho UMVlM 
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The Divine Presence in a Holy Place: 
A US-2 in Wisconsin 
by foe Hopkins, a US-2 missionary, commissioned in October 2010, serving 
in the national office of Interfaith Worker Justice based on the north side 
of Chicago. 

I had been paying attention to the events in Wisconsin and the crowds 

protesting Gov. Walker's proposal to strip public sector labor unions of 

a group of Madison-area clergy to be arrested with students, workers, and 
community members who had been staying in the Capitol 24/7 since Valen
tine's Day. Soon 4:00 p.m. came, and 5:00 p.m .. and then 6:00 p.m. We re
mained, and in the words now attached to the old Shaker tune, "the dance 
went on ." 

So what makes a space holy? I offer no criteria ; I offer only my w itness: 
people of varying ages, races, creeds, and careers, singing together for 
justice. I witnessed Divine Presence. 

~ -- -· :' - i : --· • -· :t : -· -· :I -· -· =: : -· -· ~ -· .. -· --· --· .. -· ~ :::: .. 

most of their collective bargaining rights . But 

the opportunity to work in Madison helping 

to organize the faith community in support of 

workers' rights came as both a surprise and a 

sudden blessing. When I arrived in Madison, I 
received my first order-check out the Capitol. 

Built on a tall hill on an isthmus between two 
glacial lakes, its white marble dome gleamed 

like St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. 
u~.Jiso" h --. -· I I 

;, = i ~i 
In paragraph 163, sect. B of The Book of 

Discipline, The United Methodist Church clear

ly supports the rights of all public and private 

employees and employers to engage in col

lective bargaining. I recalled how my class of 

US-2 missionaries had made a covenant to 

"do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with your God" (Micah 6:8). I knew that I was 
where God wanted me to be. 

After a week of phone banking, endless 
meetings, and logistics for ra ll ies, I faced my 
greatest challenge: an opportunity for civi l dis
obedience. Authorities had declared that the 

~c.no._ 

= .. -= 1 
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Capitol would be cleared of all people by 4:00 Joe Hopkins, a US-2, who works with the Interfaith Worker Justice network in Chicago, Illinois, educates and advocates for fair 
pm one Sunday, so my team and I assembled wages. Photo: Courtesy Joe Hopkins. 
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UPPORT CHURCH GROWTH AND EARN INTEREST 

1-Year Term 

2-Year Term 

3-Year Term 

4-Year Term 

Flex Demand 

IRAs 
Flex Demand and IRAs 

may not be available in 

certain states. 

2.0% 
3.0% 
3.25% 
3.5% 
1.5% 
3.5% 

United Methodist individuals, churches, and 

agencies can invest in UMDF for as little as 

$100. The Fund 's sole purpose is to promote 

the mission of The United Methodist Church 

, by providing first-mortgage loans to churches. 

This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation 

to buy our securities. We will only offer and 

sell our securities in states where autho-

rized. All offerings are made by the Offering 

Circular. The Offering Circular contains a list of 

risk factors that you should consider prior to 

an investment decision. 

HE UNITED METHODIST 
DEVEL O.P MEN T FUND 
For an Offering Circular or more information, 

call or write to us at: 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 310 

New York, NY 10115. 

For an Offering Circular and application: 

Telephone: 1-800-862-8633 

Email: umdf@gbgm-umc.org 

Website: www.gbgm-umc.org/umdf 

Notes of The Fund are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Securi

ties Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC), or any other federally or state-regulated institution. 
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Be there. Be ho 

At the National School of Corail Camp Sector 
more than 670 Haitian students are now 
learning in class, and 1 3 teachers have been 
hired to instruct them. 

The construction of the primary school's nine 
classrooms was implemented by the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in 
collaboration with the United Nations Office 
for Project Services (UNOPS), and funded by 
Emergency Relief Response Fund, wh ich is 
managed by the UN Office for the Coordinatio 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

Your gift to Haiti Emergency, UMCOR 
Advance #418325, helps the people of Haiti 
recover from last year's devastating earthquak 
and promotes new learning environments for 
children like these in Corail. 

United Methodist Committee on 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Dr . Rm 1520, NY. NY 1011 
BOO 554 8583 I www urncororg 


