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IT'S A WORLD PROBLEM 
As I write this letter, news of the latest immigration bill's defeat is 
making the headlines and airwaves. Half of those who voted against 
it said it was too liberal; the other half said it was too conservative. 

In my little town in northern New Jersey, there is a considerable 
number of mostly Central American men who wait on the street 
corners for contractors and lawn services to pick them up for work. 
The town council and the police have tried to corral them all into one 
place each morning, right behind the borough hall. This gives a small 
but vocal group of white US citizens some focus for their protests 
against "illegals," with their US flags and signs that say "go home" 
every Saturday, right in front of the supermarket. 

Technically, I guess my family ought to "go home" too. Of course, 
with a good old "American" mixture of Western European German, 
English, and Irish, I'm not sure which home that would be. But my 
ancestors came to this country destitute, looking for work, trying to 
find a way to feed their families. And yes, we probably all crowded 
into one house as an extended. family until each family unit could 
afford its own house. My ancestors in this country were laborers. Th 
were discriminated against by other European groups who had settled 
in North America before them and were told to "go home," too. 

If you read New World Outlook regularly, you know our last issue 
was about Native American ministries. From their perspective, we're 
all here on land illegally obtained from the first North Americans. 1 

So what is the answer? The movement of peoples over country 
borders is not a Latin American/North American problem. It is a 
world phenomenon, predicated by conditions unfavorable to human 
life, such as war, natural disaster, abuse of the land, political or reli
gious upheaval, and genocide. The flight of peoples across land and 
the ocean to find better lives is repeated often throughout history. The 
answer is to stop the situations that cause them to flee. 

That is exactly what Latin American Methodist churches are doing. 
For decades the Council of Evangelical Methodist Churches in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CIEMAL) and its member churches hav 
studied the culture that embraces the "forces of death" and traps m 
ginalized people in cycles of extreme poverty. They have develop 
ministries that encourage the "abundant life" promised in Scrip 
The exodus from Latin American countries to the North is devastat' 
to villages south of our border. Ministries provide basic necessiti 
such as the love of Christ and a sense of belonging, education, heal 
care, good nutrition, and methods to secure a more stable life. 

Ultimately, if United Methodists want to do something about · 
gration, we must support our Latin American sisters and brothers wh 
seek to create viable communities that sustain life. We also need to su 
port ministries in the United States that help immigrants make the tr 
sition to US life, just as our ancestors were helped by Methodist worn 
who founded centers all across this country to care for immigrants. 

Christie R. House 

LI A number of articles in New World Outlook reference the Advance and Advance numbers. To Give to rhe 
Advance, United Methodists: Make out the check to your local church and write the Advance name and code numbs 
on the check. Give your gift to your church treasurer so that your local church and annual conference con receiw 
Advance credit. Outside UM channels: Make the check payable to "Advance GCFA" with the project name and code 
number on the check. Send the check to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. To contribult 
with a credit cord, coll 1-888-252-6174. All Advance projects ore also eligible for Supplementary Gifts through Un~ 
Methodist Women's giving channels. Supplementary Gifts ore given through the UMW treasurer. 
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by Joel Martinez 

T
he sowing of the gospel in 
the hearts and minds of the 
Latino peoples has born 

bountiful fruit that will nourish 
the future church in the Western 
Hemisphere. The mission witness 
of the British Methodists in the 
Caribbean and of the United 
Methodists throughout . the Latin 
American and Caribbean region, as 
well as parts of the United States, 
has been faithful to Wesley's vision 
of the whole world as one parish . 
For nearly two centuries, the 
Methodist missionary presence has 
enabled the planting of faith com
munities, the organizing of local 
churches, the establishment of 
educational institutions, the dev
elopment of health and welfare 
programs, and the raising up of lay 
and clergy leaders in every nation 
of Latin America and the Caribbean 
and in the United States. 

The church that emerged out of 
this mission planting has assumed 
a mission presence in most of the 
countries of the Americas. Indeed, 
the church among the Latino peo
ples of the hemisphere continues 
to make significant contributions 
to the world Methodist witness 
as well as to the wider ecumenical 
church. Wherever Methodism is 
planted, it assumes the missionary 
call to share the gospel with all of 
God's people to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. 

The Fruits of Mission 
As we respond to God's call into 
future mission, what might we learn 
from the experience and gifts of 
the church in Latin America and 
the Caribbean and among the 
Hispanic / Latino peoples of the 

1 United States? How might these 

gifts enrich our understanding and 
practice of faithful mission witness? 

First, we would learn much 
about listening and -living in min
istry with the poor. From its very 
beginning, Methodism has under
stood itself to be called to be in 
mission with those on the margins. 
In the United States, as well as 
in all the countries of the hemi
sphere, great numbers of Latinos/ 
Hispanics live under the shadow 
of poverty. The church, as it pro
claims hope and models justice, 
will be reaping new gospel har
vests in community with the poor. 
In a world of increasing distance 
between rich and poor, we need to 
be renewed in our witness among 
the least. 

Second, we have much to learn 
about the church's defense of 
human rights in condition of 
oppression. The Methodist Church 
in many countries of Latin 
America and the Caribbean has 
risked persecution and suffering 
for raising its voice for the victims 
of torture and death squads. 
Methodists have done this regard
less of left- or right-leaning politi
cal parties and dictatorships. 

This is a gift, a fruit of the 
church in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, to all Christians who 
are called to the mission of uphold
ing justice for the persecuted. 

Third, we have much to learn 
about evangelism as the call to per
sonal and social transformation . 
In the poor barrios and colonias 
in the United States, in the fave las 
(shantytowns) and the cinturones 
de miseria (poverty-stricken regions) 
throughout the hemisphere, fol
lowing Jesus means serving and 
including neighbors. 

The hopes and dreams of the 
whole community are a claim on 
and a call for the church. Jesus 
saves us in gracious community. 
The churches in Latino/ Hi panic 
settings are most effective when 
their evangelism horizon is inclu
sive of the whole community. 

Fourth, the Latino / Hispanic 
church can teach us the practice of 
"ecumenicity out of necessity." 

There are many formal expres
sions of ecumenical cooperation. 
United Methodists are especially 
active in all these ecumenical 
groups. Our heritage and our doc
trine encourage us. Too often, how
ever, it is a practice of convenience. 
It is in the midst of grinding pover
ty and overwhelming need that 
Latin American and Caribbean 
Christians learn to pray and work 
together. This is a gift to the church 
that Christ calls to be one in Him. 

Fifth, we can be helped to see 
mission as one throughout the 
hemisphere as Latin American, 
Caribbean, and US Latino / His
panic Methodists speak of one 
America. Borders are all too real, 
but the gospel knows no perma
nent boundaries. The separations 
between peoples are not God 's 
will, and they should not define 
the boundaries of our witness. 

The gift of this vision moves us 
from isolation to a new encounter 
with Christ as one connected peo
ple. This great fruit of the gospel 
planting in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and in the hearts of US 
Latinos/ Hispanics will nurture our 
United Methodist Church as we do 
mission together in God's future. 
This global ministry is God's gift 
to the entire church through the 
Latino/ Hispanic witness. 

Bishop Joel Martinez is the resident 
bishop for the Southwest Texas and the 
Rio Grande Conferences. He currently 
serves as the president of the General 
Board of Global Ministries ' Board of 
Directors. 
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Protes tors rally against impending immigration reform legislation during a 
March 7, 2006 rally in Washington, DC. 
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And when they could not bring him 
to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above him; and after 
having dug through it, they let down 
the mat on which the paralytic lav. 
When Jesus saw their faith , he said 
to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are 
forgiven. " Mark 2:4-5 

I grew up in Seguin, Texas, a prod
uct of the pre-civil-rights era and of 
The United Methodist Church. My 
church and the historical social con
text shaped my life, community, 
and world. During this era, segrega
tion and discrimination were open 
and acceptable practices for the 
white majority population. We 
experienced discrimination because 
of our names, skin color, and 
accents. In this peculiar social cir
cumstance we were deemed unac
ceptable because of who we were. 
We heard two overwhelming mes
sages from the white majority: "You 
do not belong," and " It is not 
yours." Separate schools, segregat
ed neighborhoods, separated public 
facilities, and limited employment 
options were part of our world. This 
historical context shaped my life 
and the lives of Latinos and the peo
ple of color. Our Latino culture, 
Spanish language, and religion 
were classified as inferior. We were 
treated as foreigners rn our own 
land. Speaking Spanish was not per· 
rnissible. Our culture, it seemed, 
was hazardous to our health and 
well-being. We were encouraged 
not to pass it on. We were to eradi· 
cate it, change it, in order to assimi· 
late. But becoming a full member of 
the general society was not part of 
the offer. Thus, all the consequential 
characteristics and social profiles of 
the marginalized applied to us. 

Our parents learned which side 
of the street to walk on. We could 
not depend on the political leaders 
or law enforcement for protection or 
support. We depended on each 
other. We learned to do with what 
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little we had as individuals, fami
lies, and communities. 

Welcoming Space 
But La Trinidad Iglesia Metodista 
welcomed and claimed us each as 
one of its own. We were hermanas 
and hermanos (sisters and broth
ers)- as a child, I th~mght it odd 
that everyone had the same name, 
but that's how we referred to one 
another. We were taught that the 
Methodist Church was our church. 

When we were dispossessed, 
the church offered us a sense of 
ownership, something .central to 
our lives. "Es mi iglesia," my grand
mother said with a sense of pride. 
"It is my church." 

When society told us we did 
not belong, the church said: "You 
belong." Belonging was important 
to those who were outcast in 
society. My grandmother would 
also often say "Soy de esa iglesia," "I 
belong to that church." When soci
ety said, "You are ugly because of 
your brown skin," the church 
taught us that we were created in 
the image of God, that we were 
children of God! 

At church, we learned to read 
the Bible, to pray and worship in 
Spanish. I grew up thinking God 
was a Spanish-speaker. I have 
learned that God is multicultural 
and multilingual! Our Hispanic 
Methodist church celebrated and 
affirmed who we were, and we 
were free to be the way God 
created us . 

We saw so many men in that 
church who worked with their 
hands in backbreaking jobs. Our 
mothers cleaned houses, took in 
laundry, cared for others. But come 
Sunday morning, there were ties, 
coats, high heels. Dora Martinez, 
Bishop Joel Martinez' mother, 
wore beautiful hats. I knew her 
as a dignified, beautiful person . 

When I attended Perkins School 
of Theology, eventually other 

Left: La. Trinidad United Methodist Church in Seguin , Texas. Right: The Rev. Eugenio 
V1daum (firs t one standtng on left), pastor of La Trinidad United Methodist Church, 
with members of the church in 1950. 

students found out I was Mexican 
American. A good friend, trying to 
connect with me, said, "My father 
has Mexican hands." I found that 
statement puzzling, humorous, 
and yet, sad . He was talking about 
hired farm hands. Such statements 
suggest how we were defined and 
treated . We were reduced to a tool 
of labor. Where was the shared 
peoplehood in God? We were 
merely hands out there, but we 
were made whole in the church. 

Our small Methodist Church in 
Seguin was indeed a sanctuary 
for the poor and marginalized 
through the civil rights era. The 
literal translation of sobrevivir ("to 
survive," in Spanish) in English 
is " to overcome." The church was 
a powerful force in overcoming a 
brutal and cruel social reality. 

Criminalization as Social Tool 
Unfortunately, such history is not 
behind us. Millions of Latino 
immigrants and people of color all 
around us continue to be shaped 
by discrimination in their daily 
lives. People may say to me: "But 
David, you 're different, you are a 
legal citizen. You are not one of 
them." We are witnessing anew an 
era that demeans and marginalizes 
people of color. It's open season on 
immigrants, especially Mexicans. 
We call it criminalization, a legal 

strategy used to define, control, 
and eliminate people. Racial profil
ing has become a common tool to 
stop, detain, and question people 
who don' t quite fit in. 

Latino children are criminal
ized because of the undocumented 
status of their parents. When you 
criminalize a whole community, 
they become public enemies by 
definition. Criminalized immi
grants are denied the legal rights 
of citizens. The perception is that 
they steal our jobs, take advantage 
of our hospitals and schools, and 
cost us money. The prac tice of 
criminalization divides people. 
Criminals cannot be trusted and 
should be punished. They should 
go back where they came from. 

Tho e who cross the border do 
so at great risk. They seek work so 
they can feed their families . They 
want to live in harmony with their 
communities. They are not crimi
nals. They seek work at whatever 
risk, even under abusive condi
tions. But there are those who seek 
political gain and divide us racial
ly and ethnically by means of the 
criminalization of the poor ethr\ic 
immigrant. 

Jesus Heals the Paralytic 
I will now turn to the Scripture les
son in the second chapter of Mark. 
This story not only teaches about 
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An abandoned house located on the US side of the M exican border at Las Chepas, 
Chihuahua, was once inhabited by Mexican migrant workers. 

the healing and transformative 
power of Jesus Christ, it also reveals 
much about us today. 

Jesus had returned home and 
crowds of people gathered around 
him as soon as they learned that he 
was home. Jesus was a powerful 
preacher and spellbinding teacher. 
He had performed miracles and 
his reputation had spread. People 
wanted to see and hear him. They 
wanted to get close to him, touch 
him-hoping maybe they too 
would be healed. 

People in the village said, "If 
you want to get up close to Jesus, 
you better hurry." Maybe they 
knocked some people down rush
ing to get there. I don't blame 
them, since everyone wants to get 
close to Jesus and receive the bene
fits of God's grace. However, the 
faster you go, the narrower your 
vision becomes. They were think
ing only of themselves and their 
own situations. In their midst was 

a paralyzed man. He was defined 
as useless, making no contribution 
to society-a drain on the system. 

Sometimes we wish such peo
ple were not here. We are so used 
to having them here, we prefer to 
ignore them. We don't want to 
recognize their humanity. We 
have defined them out of our lives 
and our systems. They do not 
really belong! 

The paralyzed man was proba
bly born in that village. Maybe he 
had friends and family. Somebody 
knew who he was. He could see 
his neighbors and even his friends 
hurry by. He too had heard that 
Jesus was in town, but he couldn't 
get up. He didn' t have the physi
cal resource. Stuck in his margin
ality, he dared to say, "Maybe 
someone will stop and take me 
along." But others were busy with 
their own priorities. 

Someone stopped to help this 
paralytic. The man who stopped 
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did not create a committee to come d 
and study this problem. He imme- j( 
diately engaged in trying to get 1 fc 

this man to Jesus. He realized he s1 
1 

couldn't do it by himself, but no o 
one would stop to help him. Many I p I 
times, when you identify with I : 
the poor and marginalized, you n · 
become poor and marginalized as p ' 
well. When you stand with the I " 1 

invisible, you become invisible. 
This healthy, concerned individual rr 
couldn't do it by himself. Some- tl 
how, he found three other people 
willing to bring the paralyzed man E 
to Christ. J n 

Can you imagine four men car- s· 
rying this man to the house? They h 
believed that if they could only 
bring him, he would be healed. e · 
They gave up their own priorities, · 
desires, and wants . They trans
ferred those to the paralyzed man. 

But for this man to enter the tl 
house, someone else would have tl 
to give up his or her place. Good 
and faithful people got there early 
They had earned their place 
because they had worked hard, 
running, and had superior physi
cal abilities . We don' t like peop 
to get ahead of us, especially wh 
they don't deserve it! The attitu 
of "We got here first" and " 
deserve it" are not new. 

No one would step aside t 
make room for the paralyzed m 
The house was packed. The d 
and windows were stuffed wi 
unmovable people. So the fo 
men got on the roof of the hou 
They climbed onto someone's p 
vate property and proceeded 
dig a hole through the roof! Wa 
that legal? It's called breaking and 
entering. But to the five involved, 
that was not important. They were 
not doing the legal thing; they 
were doing the humane thing, the 
decent and right thing. 

Inside the house, people must 
have looked up and seen the dust. 
When Jesus looked up, he saw four 
desperate faces looking down, 
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determined to help the need y. 
Jesus saw something in those 
faces . He was moved. He did not 
see people seeking their own good 
or their own priorities. He saw 
people loving their neighbor. 

Jesus healed the p aralyzed 
man. Just imagine how other peo
ple resented the w ay he entered . 
"When they come into our space, it 
changes it. If you let one paralyzed 
man in, you will see a bunch of 
them follow." 

Jesus offered forgiveness . 
Evangelism was not enough. The 
man needed evangeli~ation, the 
spirit of God entering his life, but 
he also needed food and health 
care. Saving a soul w as not 
enough-Jesus healed him. 

That's what we are about: break
ing down barriers, tearing down 
roofs. At times we cannot do what 
the world wants us to do or be what 
the world says we should be. We 
must be what God wants us to be. 

Hispanic Ministries Reborn 
The journey of the undocumented 
worker today is not too different 
from our history in this country. 
My Hisp anic local church was 
born and survived in the ·oppres
sive years before the civil rights 
era . The ethnic church confirmed 
and valued our humanity. Many 
ethnic-minority churches in the 
Rio Grande Conference of the 
Southwes t survived and over
came. Today, we might be wit
nessing the second birth of the 
Hispanic church- just when you 
thought it was dying. This rebirth 
comes not because our traditional 
m in is tries were so effective, but 
because the immigrant is show
ing us the way. 

Today the church is engaged 
in caring and p rophetic minis
tries among immigrants. United 
Methodists cannot ignore the 
immigrant . From California to 
Virginia, United Methodists are 

reach ing out and taking coura
geous posi tions in the con text 
of an ti-immigration. How The 
United Method is t Church and 
this nation respond to the vulner
able among its midst will be our 
legacy and ou r witness. May we 
stand with the vulnerable; may 
we stand with the God of grace 
who transforms all of us. 

The Rev. Dr. David Maldonado, 
Jr., an ordained elder of the Rio 
Grande Conference, attended Lydia 
Patterson Institute as a child and has 
taught on the faculties of Perkins and 
Iliff schools of theology and served as 
President of Iliff School of Theology 
from 2000 to 2004. Currently, he is 
the director of the Center for the Study 
of Latino/a Chris tianity and Religions 
at Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist Univers ity in 
Dallas, Texas. 

United Methodist Volunteer- In-Mission Jose Ramos talks with flood survivors in Ciudad Juarez, near houses built for them by 
UMVIM disaster-relief teams. 



10 

WELCOMING 
THE STRANGER 

THROUGH 

"The English-speaking people have missed the 
boat," said Rev. Emilio E. Muller, facilitator of the 
National Plan for Hispanic / Latino Ministry in the 
Pacific Northwest. "But lately, they want to get 
involved. They realize, 'Wow. Why didn't we pay 
attention to this before?"' 

Church and conference leaders are finding new 
ways to make United Methodist churches notice 
the gifts of Latinos, and vice versa. 

For Donna Veatch, getting involved was a no 
brainer. "Number one reason? Welcome the 
stranger. Number two? The Hispanic and Latino 
population is growing. Three? The fastest growing 
parts of The United Methodist Church are not 
Anglo." Veatch became involved in the ministry 
with Spanish-speaking people through playing 
music. "Music is a big part of the ministry and the 
culture," said Ms. Veatch. 

One Hispanic and Latino congregation shared a 
worship space with a large United Methodist 
church in Madison, Wisconsin. At first the commu
nity felt welcome. Veatch reports: "Then, some peo
ple complained, 'They don't put the chairs back. 
The kids are running. ' We have different styles, 
different cultures. Pretty soon they (the Hispanic/ 
Latino community) didn' t feel so welcome. So they 
landed at another church, a smaller United 
Methodist church. It's been a good marriage. That 
(Hispanic / Latino) congregation added new life to 
the Anglo church, Trinity UMC." 

People involved in the National Plan say the 
plan is intended for the whole church, not for one 
single language group. Small Anglo churches like 
Trinity UMC can renew their vitality by embracing 
Latino and Hispanic people through the National 
Plan. A first step for churchgoers who want to 
get involved is to recognize the diversity within 
the Latino/ Hispanic communities. In the Pacific 
Northwest Conference, people who attend United 
Methodist churches come from Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Panama, Peru, and from throughout 
Central and South America or the Caribbean. 

Why Get Involved 
In the Pacific Northwest, more than 60 lay mission
ers and pastor-mentors have been trained through 
the Plan. At least ten new mission places and five 
new United Methodist Women groups have been 
formed . Martha Salinas in Yakima Valley has 
empowered a group of Guatemalan women, and 
Virginia Herrera-Pyramo is working to establi h 
United Methodist Women groups for Hispanic 
women in the annual conference. 

Ms. Herrera-Pyramo said: "The church need to , 
be involved in Hispanic / Latino mini tries because 
we cannot pass by the wounded on the ide of the 
road who are, in reality, many of us and our fami
lies .... We have to be the good Samaritan who top 
and does what is right-against oppression, discrim
ination, pain, and inju tice. " 
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Left: The Rev. Emilio Miiller baptizes Mateo (far left) and Natala Arana (lower right) at El Dias Viviente church in the Pacific 
Northwest Conference. Right: During the March 2007 National Plan Training and Leadership program in Ft. Worth, Texas, Sam 
Rodriguez (left), missionary for Hispanic Ministries , translates for the Rev. Allen Goos (right), director of Church Growth and 
Development for the Central Texas Conference. 

"We have to work hard in confronting our own 
prejudices and find freedom from them. We have to 
keep in mind that more than 48 million Hispanics 
are in this country (not counting 12 million undocu
mented) and we, as individuals, as members of the 
church and society, and as disciples of Christ, have 
the responsibility to be a voice for fair treatment for 
the Hispanic community." Herrera-Pyramo also 
works with the training center for the National 
Plan for Hispanic / Latino Ministry in the Pacific 
Northwest Conference. 

Muller said: "When immigrants cross the 
border, they are leaving behind their families, jobs, 
money, professions, and health care. The only thing 
they have is faith. They are trying to use faith to recre
ate the community they left behind, and it takes a 
while. It doesn't happen overnight. If church mem
bers are not there to respond, it's their loss." 

Laura Lopez, a recent recipient of the National 
Crusade Scholarship, said: "I believe we need to put 
our heads together and figure out ways to reach out 
and welcome the Hispanic community to our 
churches, or maybe the churches need to change 
their way of thinking about evangelism or reaching 
out to the Hispanic community. Maybe the 
Methodist Church needs to allow itself to be 
welcomed into the Hispanic community and its 
culture to build new and lasting relationships rather 
than the other way around." 

Scholarships 
About 22 of the 250 Crusade and Leadership 
Development Scholarships for the academic year 

2007-2008 from Global Ministries are given to 
US-based Latino scholars . Some of the funds 
for these scholarships come through the World 
Communion Sunday special offering, often held in 
October. In addition, the General Board of Higher 
Education has several scholarship programs for 
Hispanic graduate and undergraduate students, 
including HANA (Hispanic, Asian, Native 
American) Scholarships and Ethnic Scholarships. 

Another churchwide effort to support Latino 
youth is HYLA, Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Academy, in connection with Creative 
Expressions of Faith, a part of the Mexican
American Program at Perkins School of 
Theology / Southern Methodist University. 
"HYLA offers ... a place and time dedicated to nur
ture and walks with United Methodist Latino 
youth as they begin their journey to become 
empowered leaders," wrote Erica Granados-de la 
Rosa, a 16-year-old 2006 graduate from HYLA. 
She plans to attend Loyola University in Chicago, 
Illinois, in the fall. The HYLA academy is open to 
high school and college students who have served 
or want to serve in The UMC. In the summer of 
2007, over 50 students attended the academy. 

United Methodist scholarship programs 
answer a need; while 98 percent of Hispanic 
high school students report that they want to go 
to college, only 25 percent enroll. There is concern 
that not enough potential Hispanic leaders are 
enrolled in graduate or undergraduate programs 
for the number of Hispanic and Latino ministries 
that are currently emerging. 
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Th e Missionaries 
Samuel Rodriguez is a missionary w ho serves the 

ational Plan in the Central Texas Conference. 
His work includes consulting, administerin g, 
facilitating, and teaching the Na tional Plan . When 
teaching, he might mention that as a Texas teenag
er with Mexican paren ts, he loved rock and roll, 
music that offended h is parents. "When you share 
your culture, people will fee l they can share their 
cul ture, too. From England, Ireland , or Scotland, 
they, too, can come to another cultural identi
ty ... .It's enriching to have two cultures." 

A strong family connection is important cultural
ly for Latinos and Hispanics. "To disassocia te our
selves from our parents would be to turn our backs 
on them," Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez finds that those who have been on 
mission trips outside the United States can relate to 
the feelings of recent immigrants who want to learn 
the culture and language and are separated from 
their families. "The big challenge is the immigration 
population. How do we crea te a place where they 
feel comfortable coming to church? The first thing is 
to offer a service in their language." 

English Classes 
Once the doors swing open fo r teaching the 
English language, many people from many lan
guage groups enter. For example, when English as 
a Second Langu age (ESL) classes were offered in 
the Pacific Northwest conference, people who had 
immigrated from Samoa, Japan, the Philippines, 
China, Tonga, and Fiji came to class. "A complete 
mixture!" Muller marveled . 

Giving spiritual nourishment is what the Central 
Texas Conference sought by offering an ESL class 
that used The Upper Room resource as a guide. 
Rodriguez said: "At Aldersgate UMC in Arlington, 

Joy Sobczak of Naperville focuses on her Spanish conversation 
with her guia (guide), Carolina Garcia, during the August 
2006 Spanishtown language immersion. The program was 
part of the National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry. 

Children sit at a gathering after the baptism of two of 
their peers. 

Texas, three years ago we started an ESL program 
on a curriculum based on the Pentecost Journey. We 
thought ESL would be a good way to bring people 
into the church building." 

The church didn' t expect 80 students to attend the 
first class. "Some Asians, not all Hispanics, came to 
learn English . ESL is one of the best ways to empow
er people who are new to this country. Parents were 
better able to understand what was going on with 
their children 's school after the classes." 

"It's really all about relationships," said Sarah 
Harkness, a young missionary who recently com
pleted her assignment with the National Plan in the 
Oregon-Idaho Conference. "When I volunteered 
one night in the ESL class, because of a comment 
made and a conversation that followed, there was 
someone who then came to a Bible class I'm co
leading." Ten years ago, only one missionary was 
assigned to the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry; 
today there are 23 missionaries serving throughout 
the United States. 

Global Ministries supports missionaries from 
Brazil, Mexico, and Puerto Rico who serve in the 
United States as conference/ regional coordinators, 
community developers, faith-community develop
ers, and pastors. 

Spanish Classes 
While English classes for Spanish speakers may be 
one way to fulfill the National Plan, another way is 
to offer Spanish classes for English speakers. 

Spanishtown is the p rogram the Rev. Kirk Reed 
of Trinity United Methodist Church in Wilmette, 
Illinois, ad apted to help intermedia te-Spanish 
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During Pueblo Hispanic Week, game participants guess a 
word in Spanish to match the picture being sketched by 
Windy Rodarte. 

students, most of whom are church leaders, gain 
fluency. By immersing themselves in Spanish for a 
week in Rockford, Illinois, English speakers con
verse one-on-one with Spanish speakers. "We were 
literally blown away" by the language skills people 
gained, reported Rev. Reed. 

Spanishtown "allows Latinos to get closer to non
Spanish-speaking people," said Delia Ramirez, a 24-
year-old director of mission outreach at Humboldt 
United Methodist Church and advisory-board mem
ber of Spanishtown. "We're all Methodists but we 
feel like we're on totally different pages. Spanish
town reiterates the fact that we're one body in Christ. 
Maybe our colors are different, and maybe we come 
from different countries. But when we start talking, 
we realize that we share the same experiences, the 
same drive, and the same God. Learning the lan
guage is one of the crucial things for pastors who 
want to take a mission trip. But understanding one 
another's culture is even greater." Ramirez claimed 
that if non-Spanish speakers don' t immerse them
selves in Latino culture, as well as language, it's 
impossible to connect. 

In Spanishtown, "we have Spanish speakers 
from United Methodist churches," said Rev. Reed, 
who also chairs the National Plan in the Northern 
Illinois Conference. They were delighted to come. 
They gave up their vacation time to be there. They 
were in positions of leadership. They knew what 
was going on. It was a role reversal for many." The 
program is being replicated in the Florida 
Conference and possibly other conferences. Ms. 
Ramirez thinks it should be done throughout the 
United States. 

"We talk about the need to go beyond the walls 
of our church, to be the voice in the community, 
but you need to speak the language to do that," 
she said . "All of us, no matter where we are, 
have Spanish-speaking neighbors nearby," said 
Rev. Reed . 

Revival 
Through the National Plan, local churches, confer

-ences, and agencies are finding creative ways to 
reach out to and invite neighbors into United 
Methodist churches. 

"It is a well-organized way of building involve
ment with and among the Hispanic and Latino 
communities," Veatch said. She claimed that main
line, educated, affluent United Methodist churches 
may be pleasantly surprised by the style, vitality, 
and theology of the Hispanic / Latino communities. 
"This tradition is, if not catholic, evangelical," said 
Donna Veatch. 

The United Methodist Church may adopt "a 
more relevant worship style," said John Southwick, 
of the Research Office at Global Ministries. "We 
aren't evangelizing as we used to .. . . To keep things 
alive, we are focusing a lot of our new starts on 
racial and ethnic churches. We're way behind .... But 
we're making an excellent effort to remedy that," 
Southwick said. 

Muller said: " [Churchgoers] were used to 
Hispanics as transient farm workers. That is not 
so .. .. There are Hispanic owners of orchards . ... The 
scenario is changing and will continue to change for 
20 years . ... We have missed th e boat so many times; 
we can' t miss it again. Here's where the connection 
needs to come together." 

Ms. Lopez prays for a "revival" for The United 
Methodist Church. "I pray for a church where 
miracles happen and are commonplace, where the 
priest and the prostitute sit together at the dinner 
table, and where people are transformed by the 
Word and the power of the Holy Spirit." 

The National Plan for Hispanic / Latino Ministry 
was funded with $3.8 million for four years at the 
2004 General Conference. 

Mary Beth Caudal is the staff writer for the General Board 
of Global Ministries. 

To learn more about the National Plan for 
Hispanic/Latino Ministry in The United Methodist Church, 

go to: http://gbgm-umc.org/nphm/. 
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In Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, Mexican youth play soccer near the US- Mexico border wall. 

CHALLENGED 
WITH A BLESSING 

OF BURDENS 
E 1 Paso, Texas, and Ciudad 

Juarez, Chihuahua, in Mexico, 
are situated across from each 

other with the Rio Grande divid
ing the two cities. They form the 
largest Borderplex in the world
the Rio Grande US counties and 
their adjacent sister cities in 
Mexico. About 1,800 quare miles 
compose its land area . The record
ed history of this area dates prior 
to 1659, when the Spaniards travel
ing north came to the river pass. 
The first bridge connecting both 
cities was built in the early 1700s 
with wood brought from Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. El Paso, Texas, 
also has a long history prior to 
becoming the wildest of the Wild 
West towns in 1848, when the first 
"American" settlers arrived. In 
1888, the Mexican town, El Paso 
del Norte, had its name changed 
to Ciudad Juarez in honor of 
President Benito Juarez . 

BY CONRADO SOLTE~O • PHOTOS BY RIC iARD 0 

Today the Borderplex faces 
some of the most complex social 
circumstances confronting Mexico 
and the United States. Two million 
people live in and around Juarez, 
and about one million live in the El 
Paso/Las Cruces area. 

Fort Bliss in El Paso is the 
world ' s largest missile-defense 
training center and one of the 
largest civilian employers in the 
city. With additional troops being 
deployed to the fort, one of 
the city school districts ha 
announced that it will have to 
construct a new high school, two 
middle schools, and several addi
tional elementary schools to 
accommodate the influx of the 
soldier's children. The army ha 
stated that it will not fund the 
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construction or faculties of the e 
new schools, so thi one district 
will have to provide the needed 
funds from its own re ource . 
Therefore, the current program 
budget for those living in the 
district will be reduced or cut. 

Project Dame La Mano 
Project Dame La Mano wa tarted 
10 years ago by Ro a Arrellano. 
Her daughter Ro a, a graduate of 
the Univer ity of Te a at El Pa o, 
with a ma ter ' degree in p chol
ogy and education, i the director 
of the project. The purpo e of the 
center is to pro ide helter to 
abu ed and ingl moth r . h 
ay that currentl th r 13 
ingle mother and 

living at the cent r. 
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Above: Currency exchange services near the US-Mexico border in Ciudad Juarez are 
plentiful. Below: A street vendor (jar right) sells newspapers to drivers in cars waiting 
to cross the border from Mexico to the United States. . 

Mrs. Arrellano stated that they 
must struggle continuously to 
secure the needed funds in order 
to keep the doors open. The project 
funding comes from the produc
tion and sale of cakes, flan, and 
catered meals. This service has 
been provided to both Emmanuel 
and El Divino Redentor United 
Methodist churches. Arrellano 
says, "Even with all the volunteer 
help and donations, we are always 
on an extremely tight budget." 

Guadalupe Ramirez, one of the 
residents of Dame La Mano, is 21 
years old and the mother of three 
young children. She moved from 
the Texas Panhandle when her 
husband was arrested by Immi
gration Services. He finally was 
brought to El Paso for processing 
and deportation. She waits to see 
what his fate will be, knowing that, 
because he chose voluntary depor
tation, he will not be eligible to 
apply for readrnittance into the 
United States for 10 years. If he 
reenters without a permit and is 
arrested again, he will face 10 years 
in prison and permanent deporta
tion without an opportunity to 
reapply. Meanwhile, Guadalupe 
will have to find employment, 
housing, and child care. To secure 
employment, she needs to get a 
GED. Project Dame La Mano is 
helping by letting her remain at the 
center for 24 months. After that, she 
must live on her own. 

Houchen Community Center 
Houchen Community Center, a 
national United Methodist com
munity institution, is located a few 
blocks from Dame La Mano. The 
center provides a daycare center 
and programs for the elderly in the 
Segundo Barrio, one of the poorest 
areas in the city of El Paso. One of 
its exciting programs is a gang
intervention project for boys, girls, 
and young adults. The programs 
are Los Duros (the "Hard Ones") 
for the boys and Las Fuertes (the 
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" trong Ones") for the girls. The 
director of thes two programs, 
Jo 1 Alvarez, knows many stories 
of changed lives. 

Carlitos was arrested for bur
glary and gang activities. He was 
placed in the County Juvenile 
Detention Center but was released 
into the community with an ankle 
monitor. His case required close 
supervision, and part of his sen
tence involved 100 hours of com
munity service. He became a mem
ber of Los Duros, completed his 
100 hours, and has had the ankle 
monitor removed. After being 
granted permission to attend the 
Methodist Family Camp in the 
mountains of New Mexico, he had 
a religious experience. He is now 
married, moving ahead with his 
education, and working as a leader 
of Los Duros. 

Lydia Patterson Institute 
Lydia Patterson Institute, another 
national United Methodist institu
tion, is about six blocks from 
Houchen Center and Dame La 
Mano. La Lydia, as it is affectionately 
called, is a high school with 
classes for English as a Second 
Language. The majority of the stu
dents cross the border every day 
from Ciudad Juarez. Although over 
60 percent are American citizens 
born in the United States, mostly in 
El Paso, they have spent their early 
childhood in Juarez. Dr. Socorro 
DeAnda says that the primary pur
pose of the school is to teach and 
provide discipline to the youth. 
There are 25 faculty members. 

Over 90 percent of the graduates 
continue their education either in 
the United States or in Mexico. Most 
become professionals and live in the 
United States. The school's Lay 
Ministry Program helps students 
who seek to enter some type of 
ministry. Upon completion of their 
education and Lay Ministry 
Program, students are eligible for 

scholarships to United Methodist 
colleges and universities. Many of 
these students also work as interns 
in local United Methodist churches 
near the college they attend. 

UMCORand 
Church World Service 
Floods in the desert have caused 
great harm, adding to the social 
needs that already exist among the 
residents of the Borderplex. Dra
ma tic changes m climate have 
caused flooding that had not been 
seen in more than 150 years, causing 
great damage both on the United 
States and the Mexican sides of the · 
border in 2006. Thousands of fami
lies were left homeless. UMCOR 
and Church World Service provided 
assistance and supplies to the flood 
victims in the area. This work was 
coordinated by the Reverend 
Fernando Sanchez, whose hard and 
untiring efforts helped many dis
placed families. Rev. Sanchez made 
contact with the office of the gover
nor of Chihuahua, and arrange
ments were made to help flood 
victims both in the urban areas and 
in the countryside. 

Centro de los Trabajadores 
Centro de los Trabajadores and Sin 
Fronteras Project, also located in the 
area of south El Paso, have been 
working with farm workers since 
1983. They are always under sur
veillance by the Border Patrol, 
which has a post nearby. The 
director of both projects, Carlos 
Marentes, says that they serve over 
8,000 workers each year. The center 
provides the farm workers with a 
place to rest, sleep, bathe, and eat 
before they go out to work in 
the fields. The heaviest time for 
migrants is summer and fall when 
crops must be gathered in El Paso 
County, Texas, and Dona Ana 
County, New Mexico. The project's 
yearly budget is $200,000, which is 
a struggle to acquire. Some of the 
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funds come from the state and vari
ous organizations, and the rest must 
be generated by the center. The goal 
of the center is to alleviate the pre
carious situation of the farm work
ers and their families and to provide 
information and referral to other 
interested agencies in order to bring 
dignity and encouragement to the 
lives of the workers. 

Other Projects in Mexico 
Several Projects in Juarez are also 
serving those in need. Basically 
there are four different Methodist 
Church of Mexico projects located 
in the metropolitan area of Juarez. 
Asilo Casa Anita is a shelter for the 
elderly poor. A shelter for returned 
immigrants from the United States 
provides the returnees time to find 
temporary or ·permanent work. 
They are housed and fed at the shel
ter and are helped to return to their 
homes in other parts of Mexico. 
Across the street from the immi
grant shelter is a clinic that provides 
medical and dental services by a 
doctor and dentist. In another sec
tion of town is Proyecto Hagar, where 
Volunteers-In-Mission from the 
United States go to build small 
houses for the people. This project 
has helped many recent immigrants 
from the interior of Mexico to own 
a place to live. 

Palomas, Chepas, and Colum
bus, situated west of the El Paso 
Juarez Borderplex, are towns 
through which immigrants travel 
north. The US Border Patrol and 
Immigration Service in tum use 
Palomas to send immigrants back. 
Columbus' claim to fame is that the 
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Palomas feeds the returned immi
grants either trying to r -cross into 
the United States or finding a way 
home. Many returned immigrants 
stay in the area. This sleepy little 
border town is starting to grow, but 
it lacks resources, industry, and 
infrastructures that would provide 
support to the new arrivals. 
Humanitarians del Deslerto project is 
directed by Alima McMillan, a vol
unteer working with other volun
teers from the United States. 

Water in the Desert 
Water in the desert is pi:ovided by 
Max Cisneros, a retired United 
Methodist clergyman from Albu
querque, New Mexico. He travels 
to the border region near Palomas 
and deposits water for those cross
ing into the United States through 
the merciless desert. Max is 80 
years old and has been confronted 
by armed Minute Men. He is 
always watched by the Border 
Patrol from a large balloon above 
the area of the Tres Hermanas 
Peaks. Max says: "Even though I 
am old, as long as people are dying 
in the desert, I must bring water to 
them. God has given me the chal
lenge of carrying this burden for 
the thirsty. " 

Unwavering commitment char
acterizes all the volunteers and 
underpaid workers in all the 
humanitarian service projects of 
the Borderplex region. They are 
aware that those who oppress the 
poor are showing contempt for 
their Maker, but those who are 
kind to the needy honor God. They 
all feel that even though their work 
is hard and sometimes a heavy 
burden, God has shown them that 
those in need on the border bring 
them blessings. 

The Rev. Conrado Soltero is a retired 
minister of the Rio Grande Conference . 

Asilo Casa Anita, Chihuahua, Mexico 

Asilo Casa Anita in Chihuahua, Mexico, is a shelter for the elderly poor administered by the Methodist Church of 
Mexico. Residents of the center are from Juarez and nearby communities, many from rural mountain villages. 
They range in age from 78 to 95. Their families pay for their care. Founded in 1963, the center recently 

Lara Rodriguez chats with n 
resident at the Asilo Casa 
Anita shelter for the elderly. 

acquired a new building from a moquilodora (border factory) and has begun 
to renovate to receive 25 more residents. Lara Rodriguez, interviewed here, 
is the shelter's administrator. 

To become a resident here, candidates must fill out on application form 
and submit it to the director of the home, one who makes the selection. We 
do not hove facilities to core for some who ore very ill. This is a home for 
the elderly, not a hospital. The director also interviews the family members 
to determine their financial ability to pay for the core. 

We do not admit persons who hove contagious diseases or mental dis
abilities that might put the other residents at risk. The women here simply need a place in which to live that their 
own families cannot provide. At the present time, we hove 14 residents. We make sure that they hove a doily 
both, nutritious meals, clean clothes, and that their doily needs ore met. 

Some of them do hove health problems typical of the elderly, and we make sure that their medication is 
token at the appropriate times. If they develop health symptoms, we alert the medical personnel. 

The most serious problem individuals hove is the feeling of abandonment by their families. There ore some 
who hove no visitors or very limited contact with their families. The family members come to the office and pay the 
monthly fee but hove no meaningful relationship with their family members here. They ore always in a hurry and 
excuse themselves: '1odoy I don't hove time .... " When we find residents who ore crying alone, we ask them why, 
and their response is: "Why did they bring me here? This is not my home. I know my husband died, but where ore 
my children? Why don't they come see me?" They may become angry and swear. They feel that no one loves them. 
Almost none of them chose to come here; they ore here because of the decision of their children. 

Some of them lose track of time and develop other symptoms of dementia. They become depressed and 
do not wont to eat. We recognize that these symptoms may be clinical or the result of their disagreement with 
the decision their children mode in placing them here. If their depression and/ or aggression continues, we talk 
with their families and medical personnel to determine if they need medication. If their situation cannot be 
stabilized, we sometimes hove to ask the families to make other arrangements. The key is helping them 
realize that the decisions mode hove been on their behalf. 

I think that the need for plo~es like this will increase in the future here in Mexico. The elderly hove often 
been abandoned, but there was no organized way of dealing with the situation. The persons who tried to help 
them did not hove any criteria and often persons who were ill or suffering from contagious diseases were token 
in with others. Often they were left at the doorstep. Now we hove established guidelines and do not receive 
persons who might spread disease or who hove other serious problems. 

Something new is the internal migration of people coming to Ciudod Juarez from other ports of Mexico 
looking to improve their lives. Often they find a new set of problems to deal with. They leave their elderly 
parents and move on to a new situation. Here is a picture of one of them who was found alone on the streets. 
After someone brought her here, she did not wont to leave for any reason except to go to the doctor, because 
she was afraid she would be left alone on the streets again. Occasionally the police or other municipal officials 
will bring someone here because they hove found them abandoned on the street. 

Interviewer Richard Lord is a freelance photographer. • Translated from the Spanish by Joyce Hill. 
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DEPORTATION: 
A PERSONAL STORY 

AN INTERVIEW WITH FELIX ANGEL MENDEZ 

Interview 
and photos 

by Richard Lord 

Translation 
by Joyce Hill 

Felix Angel Mendez 
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y name is Felix Angel 
Mendez, and I am a 
probationary pastor in 
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, 
assigned to a shelter that 
houses persons who have 
been deported from the 
United States. They can 
stay here while they find 
work to earn enough 

money to return to their homes in 
Guadalajara, Michiocan, or other 
parts of Mexico. Mo t of them are 
here three or four weeks. If they 
have resources, they'll stay here 
three or four days before moving 
on. Others come from the southern 
part of Mexico. They stay only three 
or four days because their intent is 
to find a way to cross the border 
into the United States. We receive 
any person in need who has 
nowhere else to · go. The Methodist 
church located in the center of town 
gives people the address of our 
shelter, a Methodist project. 

We have house rules. Guests c 
must help keep the place clean and b 
in order, including the bathrooms. L 
They must also attend church serv-
ices to hear the Word of God. 

The shelter had been do ed 
for a while because the building 
was in bad shape. Basic repairs 
were made, and it is receiving 
guests again. 

A Deportee 
Almost eight years ago, I wa 
deported from the United State . I 
was born in Guanjuato in the 
central part of Mexico. I wa nine 
or ten when I decided to go to the 
United States along with some of 
my cousins. I had been living 
in California for 25 years wh n I 
wa deported from Mendocino 
County, north of San Franci co. I 
arrived here in Ciudad Juarez, 
broke and alone. The Di ine Sa ior 
Methodist Church gave me thi 
address. I looked for a job and 
began to work in one of the 
churche . I wa alread a Chri tian 
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and shared my testimony with one 
of the pastors. He told me I did not 
have to leave; I could stay at the 
church. 

Then I heard the call to serve 
the church in a different way. The 
shelter was closed, but I knew 
there were many people who did 
not have a place to stay. I asked the 
church leaders for permission to 
reopen the shelter. The bishop said 
that the conference did not have 
the resources necessary to recondi
tion the shelter so it could be 
reopened. That was about two 
years ago. 

The church leaders finally told 
me to do what I could and they 
would help as much as they could. 
They provided a computer, and I 
began to look for resources from 
other churches with social-action 
programs. Other churches provid
ed food, beds, cleaning supplies, 
and money for utilities. 

With the computer I can contact 
other people, including some in 
the United States, so we will have 
the necessary things for the shelter 
guests as they arrive. It is impor
tant to have a three-day supply of 
food . The biggest struggle I have is 
making sure there is enough food . 
We need to improve the kitchen. 
We have a stove, but we need a 
good table and cupboards. The 
refrigerator we have is old and 
needs to be replaced. 

We usually have between eight 
and ten people coming and going. 
We have room for more, but the 
problem is having enough sup
plies and food to meet their needs. 

Prison Conversion 
I stayed in the United States to get 
a good education, but I found 
English very difficult to learn. I 
began to use drugs and joined a 
gang. We stole money to support 
our drug habit. 

I lived with friends first in Los 
Angeles. We partied, had a good 
time with girls, drank a lot, and 

Migrants in Chihuahua, Mexico, find shelter and food at Humanitarios def Desierto 
Shelter, run by the Methodist Church in Mexico. 

learned to use drugs . Then I 
moved to San Jose, and eventually 
to Mendocino County, where I got 
a job. I was about 27 years old. I 
met a young woman, a US citizen, 
and we got married and had a 
family. But then I started using 
drugs again. I was arrested and 
sent to San Quentin. That's where I 
was converted and my whole life 
changed. With the love of Jesus in 
my heart, I began to preach to the 
other prisoners. 

For about six years I was trans
ferred to different prisons: first 
New Folsom and later to San Luis 
Obispo, then to San Diego, Los 
Angeles, and Centenela in south
ern California, close to Arizona. 
Finally they decided to send me 
to a federal prison in Seattle, 
Washington. The authorities were 
afraid that if they released me in 
the United States, I would go back 
to selling drugs. I thought when 
they released me that I would be 
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Felix Angel Mendez with his wife, grandson, and stepchildren in Mexico. 

staying in the United States because 
my life had totally changed since I 
became a Christian. My wife and 
children were in California. To get 
released, I had to sign a paper that 
I was returning to Mexico volun
tarily. I thought I would probably 
be taken to Mexicali, but I was 
flown here to Ciudad Juarez. So I 
was deported to Mexico, and my 
wife, now my ex-wife, stayed in 
California with the children. 

When I left the prison in Seattle, 
they said they couldn't locate my 
clothes, prison earnings, docu
ments, certificates, diplomas, or 
anything of mine. They said it 
would take them from three to six 
months to find everything. But I 
had already spent so much time 
locked up that I wanted out. So I 
arrived here with the prison 
clothes on my back and nothing 
else. No one wanted to help me. 

I went begging in the streets. I 
tried to explain that I had nothing 
because the United States had 
deported me. The first night I slept 
in the bus station. The next day I 
came to the center of the city look
ing for help. But I did not know 
anyone or anything about the city. 
About three o'clock I found the 
Methodis t church. I talked to the 
secretary and told her my story. 
She said: "Don't worry. You won' t 

have to sleep in the bus station 
tonight. We have a shelter for 
people like you." And she told me 
how to get here. 

A Pastor in Mexico 
I am now a probationary pastor in 
the Chihuahua District. I am tak
ing seminary classes in the exten
sion program. When I complete 
my studies in two years, I will be 
ordained an elder. 

Besides the work in the shelter, 
I visit and pray with the church 
members, and I am responsible for 
four house churches where fami
lies meet during the week. At the 
church we have a praise service on 
Tuesday, Bible study on Wednes
day, and Friday evening we have 
a preaching service. Sunday we 
have the church chool and a 
regular worship service. I am also 
chaplain for the Home for the 
Elderly (Asilo Casa Anita-see p. 
17) . Even before I was named 
chaplain, I was visi ting the women 
there and praying with them. 

Presently our shel ter includes 
people who have migrated from 
Honduras, Guatemala, or Costa 
Rica. They have no contacts here 
in Ciudad Juarez. So I have left 
leaflets about the shelter in some of 
the places they might go as they 
try to find help to continue on their 
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way to the United States. They stay 
no more than the three or four 
days it takes them to find a way to 
cross the border. 

When the ones who have been 
deported from the US arrive, they 
usually want to make a phone call 
to their families to send them 
money so they can return home. 
The maximum time they can stay 
is a month. The most important 
thing we do is help them realize 
that there is a God who loves them. 
I take any opportunity to talk and 
share my story with them, about 
how I used to live and how God 
changed my life. I tell them that 
when they encounter God, their 
lives will be changed. In the 
evenings I sometimes show reli
gious films for them. Many of 
them are very troubled and wor
ried. They have. left their families 
behind. We pray with them and try 
to help them find God 's peace in 
their hearts. 

New Life Across the Border 
I met a woman in the church here. 
I shared my story with her, and 
she had a similar one. She had 
been abandoned by her husband 
when her youngest child was still 
an infant. She has two boys and 
a girl. I met the youngest child 
first. She always gave me a hug 
at church and called me "Brother 
Felix." Then I met her mother 
and we began to get acquainted 
with each other. We finally decid
ed tha t we should share a home 
together. She wa he itant at 
fir t because her ex-hu band had 
abused her. But thing worked 
out. We got married and have a 
happy home, thanks be to God. 

Richard Lord is a f reelance photogra
pher. Joyce Hill, now retired, served a 
a missionary to Cuba and Mexico and 
as an executive staff /I/ember for Latin 
America with the General Board of 
Global Mini trie . 
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New Opportunities for Hispanic Pastors 
Hispanic United Methodist pastors in the United 
States will be trained in partnership with a university 
in Costa Rica in order to develop leaders for The 
United Methodist Church. An agreement between 
Latin American Biblical University and the United 
Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
will initiate a pilot program to foster new opportuni
ties for these pastors to receive high-quality theological 
education in preparation for 21st-century challenges. 
Under the agreement, · pastors may also obtain 
bachelor of theology degrees from a Spanish-speaking 
university, through online and on-campus courses. 

Christian Leaders Lobby for Cuba Travel 
On June 14 in Washington, DC, a delegation of 
Christian leaders, including Jerald McKie, a United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries execu
tive, lobbied lawmakers to ease US government 
restrictions on religious travel to Cuba. Since 2004, the 
United States has limited travel to Cuba by scientists, 
academic researchers, students, religious leaders, and 
Cuban Americans wanting to visit their families . 

New Chief Executive Nominated 
Harriett Jane Olson, an executive with the United 
Methodist Publishing House, has been nominated as 
chief executive of the Women's Division of the 
General Board of Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church. If elected, Olson would succeed 
Jan Love, who resigned in October 2006. 

Mission Volunteer Numbers Grow 
The number of mission volunteers has increased 
from nearly 20,000 to more than 110,000 over the 
past 15 years. 

The Rev. Clinton Rabb, assistant general secretary 
for Mission Volunteers of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, says, "the growth and the appeal come from 
the grassroots nature of the volunteer movement." 

Included in this missionary expansion is United 
Methodist Volunteers-In-Mission (UMVIM), a pro
gram that involves mostly congregation-based 
construction, medical, and educational service teams. 

UMCOR and Muslim Aid Organization Partner 
On June 26, 2007, UMCOR and Muslim Aid, a 
Muslim charity, signed an agreement to jointly 

respond to natural disasters, wars, and conflict
ridden areas around the world. Together, the two 
agencies have already applied $9.8 million to aid 
tsunami recovery in Sri Lanka and war-displaced 
civilians in Tamil, India . 

UMCOR Responds 
The recent rains in north and central Texas left hun
dreds stranded on their rooftops and caused mas
sive flood damage. To help purchase relief supplies 
and aid recovery efforts, give to UMCOR 
ADVANCE #901670, Domestic Diaster Response. 

In Iraq and Kurdistan, Kurdish children made vul
nerable by the trauma of war and displacement are 
learning visual arts and dramatic expression from 
mobile teaching teams. They gather in safe places 
in villages in the Duhok region of Kurdistan and 
northern Iraq. Four hundred currently benefit from 
this program funded by an UMCOR grant. To con
tribute, give to UMCOR ADVANCE #982450, 
International Disaster Response. 

DEATHS Jeanette V. Schendel, retired mi sionary 
with 4 years of service in Sierra Leone, died 
February 3, 2007 ... Evelyn L. Maring, retired mis
sionary with 13 years of serv ice in Pakistan, died 
April 4, 2007 ... William D. Davis, retired mission
ary with nearly 28 years of service in Southern 
Congo, died April 24, 2007 ... David B. Bauman, 
retired missionary with 37 years of service in India, 
died May 23, 2007 .. . Charles V. Perrill, retired mis
sionary with over 31 years of service in Indonesia 
and India, died June 6, 2007 ... Marion Kawata, 
retired missionary with 16 of service in India, died 
June 8, 2007. 

The Rev. Dr. J. Harry Haines, director of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief from 1966 to 1983, 
died from a heart attack on March 29, 2007 in 
Eugene, Oregon. A native of New Zealand, the Rev. 
Dr. Haines served as a missionary in China in the 
1940s and later in Malaysia . While at UMCOR, he 
was an advocate for politically oppressed people and 
the impoverished. He served with the General Board 
of Global Ministries for 38 years, 21 of those years as 
a missionary. 
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Church lender attending tile Pnnn111n Co11s11/tntion. Left to right: Nnftnli Aravenn, Chile; Aldo Etchegoyen, Argentina; Minerva 
Cnrcai'io, UM Desert Southwest Conference; Paulo Lockman, Brazil; nnd Nelida Ritchie, Argentina. ef 
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by Linda Bloom and Christie R. House 

The General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church mandates that a 
study on the relationship between The 
United Methodist Church and the 
Methodist autonomous churches in 
Latin America and the Caribbean be 
conducted during 2004-2008. The 
study will include an analysis of the 
present relationships, ways of improv
ing the relationships, and identifica
tion of opportunities for mission 
collaboration. 

Petition #41379, passed by General 
Conference 2004, May 5, 2004 

A series of dialogues and consulta
tions that look at past, present, and 
future relations among Methodists 
in the Americas has been taking 
p lace throughout the current qua
drennium. A nine-member study 
committee, headed by Bishop 
Minerva Carcano of the Desert 
Southwest Conference, has met 
and conferred with vari us config
urations of the Council of Evan
gelical Methodist Churches in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
(CIEMAL). 

The study committee will pres
ent its report to the 2008 General 
Conference, the denomination's 
top legislative body. 

Panama Consultation 
The study committee sponsored 
a comprehensive consultation, 
a ttended by representatives of 
most of the member churches of 
CIEMAL and US representatives, 

Colorful cloths adorn the altar for the 
March 2007 Panama consultation of 
The United Methodist Church and 
autonomous Methodist churches of 
Lntin America and the Caribbean . 

in March 2007 in Panama City, 
Panama. Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen 
of Argentina, General Secretary of 
CIEMAL, said that just as trees 
have roots in the soil of the forest, 
churches have roots in the soils of 
the nations where they exist. "Each 
one of our churches has deepened 
its roots into the reality of its 
country," while the tree branches of 
the forest intertwine "and form the 
canopy" of connectionalism. 

While Latin American / Carib
bean churches have enjoyed free
dom to assume responsibilities and 
develop themselves according to 
their own realities, they want to 
strengthen connections with their 
brothers and sisters in the North, 
various participants said. However, 
confusion exists over exactly how 
to relate to The UMC. Churches in 
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a1 

some countries have developed IV 
good relations with individual US t< 

annual conferences, but participants . p 
concluded that better communica- tt 
tion with United Methodists is 
needed at all levels. 

Both short-term and long-range B 
actions are required to strengthen C 

the bonds with Methodists from d 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 
according to the Rev. Larry Pickens, 
a committee member and chief 
executive of the United Methodist 
Commission on Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Concerns. "The con
sultation has been an important step 
toward helping us clarify the rela
tionships," he said. 

Participants expressed enthusi
asm over ideas such as mutual 
visits, cultural and ecclesiastical 
exchanges, and sending mission
aries in a mutual exchange 
program between Nor America 
and Latin America/Caribbean. 

Maintaining Ties 
In 1976, the Methodist Church in 
the Caribbean and the Americas 
was recognized as a "Concordat 
Church" by The UMC, granting it 
representation at the denomina
tion's highest policy-making bodies. 
The same status is given to the 
British Methodist Church. 

Later, the 1988 General Confer
ence established a new category of 
relationship called a "Covenanting 
Church," involving mutual spiri
tual growth, cultural attentiveness, 

. . . . . 
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sharing of resources, and ideas for 
mission. "The nurturing intent of 
the propo al was attractive, but the 
effect of moving into this new rela
tionship was uncertain for those 
autonomous and affiliated 
autonomous churches with his
toric ties to United Methodism," 
writes the Rev. Robert Harman, a 
former deputy general secretary 
with Global Ministries. 

Years after their official sep
aration, some La tin American 
Methodists are struggling to main
tain church buildings and other 
physical structures inherited from 
the UMC. 

Uruguay is a case in point, 
according to the Rev. Oscar 
Bolioli, president of the Methodist 
Church there since 2003. Speaking 
during the consultation, Bolioli 
said many churches in the region 
"don't have the capacity to main
tain what they have" or to devel
op new ministries. 

The church in Uruguay, which 
he says spends "an immense 
amount of money" maintaining its 
property, recently was forced to 
sell two buildings to construct one 
new building to serve the poor. 
"The people who come now to 
our churches are not the middle 
class or the upper class but the 
poor," he explained. 

When it comes to the relation
ship with United Methodists, he 
said, Methodists in Latin America 
and the Caribbean find the denomi
nation willing to help in disaster 
situations, 'but when we talk about 
the development of the church, they 
say that is the responsibility of the 
local and national church." 

Such economic struggle is not 
unusual in the region, particularly 
for newer churches such as the 
Methodist Church of Colombia. 
As Bishop Juan Alberto Cardona 
of Colombia pointed out: "Our 
pastors are in poor, humble com
munities. We have a shortage of 

everything. We don' t even have a 
ingle church structure." 

Building Relationships 
Church representatives at the 
Panama City consultation were 
less concerned about financial sup
port than rebuilding bonds among 
Methodist sisters and brothers. As 
CIEMAL stated in 1998: "The 
autonomy of our churches does 
not affect the connectionality; on 
the contrary, it exalts it and main
tains intercommunication and 
unity as a Methodist people in the 
continent and in the world." 

The Rev. George Mulrain, presi
dent of the Methodist Churches in 
the Caribbean and the Americas 
(MCCA), said that while those 
churches have historical ties with 
the British Methodists, "the geo
graphic reality" places them closer 
to the United States. "We have 
always had a relationship with The 
United Methodist Church as an 
autonomous church," he added. 

Bishop Paulo Lockmann of 
Brazil said Latin American 
Methodists can help United 
Methodists work with Hispanics 
in the United States and "can con
struct a new view" of Americans 
among Latin American people. 

The Rev. R. Randy Day pledged 
his agency's commitment to sup
port working partnerships of local 

congregations and annual confer
ences throughout the hemisphere. 
"The vigor of the consultation 
indicated that our leaders are 
eager to build on our heritage, 
avoid past mistakes, and forge 
ahead with a sense of hope, justice, 
and enthusiasm," he said. 

Steps Toward Dialogue 
Bishop Carcano listed at least two 
immediate steps that the 2008 
General Conference can take: let 
the study committee make a pres
entation on the floor of General 
Conference and agree to a dia
logue "on what it means to be 
connectional but autonomous." 

"The fact that so man y agencies 
were present and active in the con
sultation indicates a desire to begin 
the effort to define connectional
ism in a new way," said Rev. 
Pickens. "We don't need General 
Conference action to begin explor
ing ways in which we can resource 
each other." 

Linda Bloom, a reporter for United 
Methodist News Service, collected all 
of the interviews in this article and 
produced an extended series about the 
consultation. Christie R. House, the 
editor of New World Outlook, edited 
this version of the series and provided 
additional information from Global 
Ministries. 

Study Committee Members 

Bishop Minerva Carcano, Chair, Desert Southwest Conference 
Bishop Joel Martinez, Southwest Texas, Rio Grande Conferences 
Rev. Aida Fernandez, New England Conference 
Larry Pickens, General Commission on Christian Unity and lnterreligious Concerns 
Marcia Fitzner, New Mexico Conference 
Bishop Elias Galvan, Retired, MARCHA 
Bishop Juan Vera Mendez, Methodist Church in Puerto Rico 
Lonnie Brooks, Alaska, GCCUIC 
Bishop Paulo Lockman, Methodist Church in Brazil , CIEMAL 
Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen, Argentina, CIEMAL 
Rev. George Mulrain, MCCA 
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A cross symbolizing unity and peace among all people. 

in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

Since the early 1990s, Latin 
American mission leaders of 
the Council of Evangelical 

Methodist Churches in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
(CIEMAL) and US mission leaders 
through the General Board of 
Global Ministries have seriously 
worked on a way to "level the play
ing field" of mission. Traditionally, 
the North American church has 
been the giver-sending mission
aries, funds, volunteer teams, and 
material goods to make disciples, 
build churches, and support social 

by Christie R. House 

projects that help to allevia te 
poverty and suffering. And the 
North American church did a good 
job . The Spirit of the Lord spoke 
to the people of Latin America 
through the Methodists. 

Tod ay, m ost of the Latin 
American Methodist churches are 
autonomous denominations with 
their own trained and effective 
leaders, evangelical outreach, and 
mission p rojects. They rela te to 
one another through CIEMAL. But 
rela tions with the North American 
church are often still down a 
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"one-way stree t" because the 
Latin American churches thrive 
in d eveloping countries where 
the economies are poor and aver
age church members receive a 
salary that is a fraction of that 
received by their counterparts 
sitting in the pews of churches 
in North America. 

Dr. Jose Miguez Bonino, of the 
Methodist Church of Argentina, 
addressed this imbalance in a 
meeting hosted by the General 
Commission on Christian Unity A 
and Interreligious Concerns in 1 ci 
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Guatemala in 1991. "We must 
recognize that there is no fellow-
hip without sharing of re

sources-and I mean material 
resource . Unilaterally decided 
generosity will not do." 

In 1992, the Encounter wi th 
Christ in Latin America and the 
Caribbean was establi hed as a 
permanent mission ·fund after a 
con ultation that included United 
Methodi t ' leaders, members of 
CIEMAL, and representatives of the 
Methodist Church of the Caribbean 
and the Americas (MCCA). 

The permanent fund, #025100 for 
United Methodists, has been receiv
ing funds since 1992, and the princi
pal has now reached $1.5 million. 
Latin American churches have also 
invested in the fund . This has 
generated interest income in the 
amount of $150,000 through 2006, 

after the fund r ached the million
dollar mark and th interest income 
became available for distribution. 

One unique dimension of 
Encounter is that church leaders of 
the Latin American and Caribbean 
churches decide how the interest 
income will be distributed in part
nership with leadership of Global 
Ministries. This is a new approach 
for defining the priori ties and 
goals of global Christian mission. 

While Global Ministries admin
isters the Encounter with Christ 
Permanent Fund, the decision
making proce s for how the funds 
are used is a shared responsibility. 
So far, 24 mission projects have 
received support for programs 
such as work wi th treet children, 
evangelistic outreach, new church 
development, community-based 
primary health care, lay and clergy 

At the lOOth anniversary of the 
Methodist Church in Bolivia, national 
secretary of social services Teodoro 
Chura (left) , and missionaries Nora 
(center) and Wilson Boots (right) are 
recognized for their service to the 
Bolivian Methodist Church. 

training, and other kinds of min
istry. Ministry priorities set by the 
partners are in the areas of evan
gelism, new church development, 
community-based health care, 
and the needs of women, children, 
and you th. 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook. 

A poster announcing the interregional youth tr.aining in Arge'.1tina, July 7~10. The event foc11se~ on a c!wrch united in Christ and 
continuing communication, while al o celebrating hope. Funding was provided by Encounter W1tli Clmst. 
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ts Thr ugh 0 Supported by Encounter with Christ 

ARGENTINA 
-Youth Mission Formation and Ecclesiastical 
Renovation, $10,000, Argentine Evanoelical Meth
odist Church. Argentine youth who had participated in 
CIEMAL programs approached their bishop, Nelida 
Ritchie, with the need to train and organize Methodist 
youth so that they could participate as leaders in 
church . The grant provides for inter-regional training 
opportunities for 120 youth in evangelization, service, 
administration, and education. 

BOLIVIA 
Two grants to the Evangelical Methodist Church 
in Bolivia : 
-Indigenous Leaders Training and Capacity Building, 
$7,000. Indigenous leaders in Bolivia receive very 
little government training to be community leaders. 
The Methodist Church in Bol ivia will lead local events 
to strengthen indigenous leaders in communication 
skills and community and government negotiations. 
-Youth Leaders Training for Mission and Social 
Justice, $6,000. This grant enables the church to 
support the Methodist Youth Federation program of 
training youth leaders for mission and social service. 

COLOMBIA 
Two grants: 
-Community Group and Radio Workers in Conflict 
Zones, $4,000. A grant to Popular Center of 
Communication for Latin America (CEPALC) to sup
port Community Group and Radio Workers Training 
in Conflict Zones so that people within local commu-

nities can use radio communication as a resource to 
quell conflicts and live and work together. 
-Dignifying Quality of Life-Indigenous and African 
Descendants, $7,502. A grant to the Colombian 
Methodist Church to help the indigenous community of 
Brisas del Mar and the African-descended community 
of Rincon del Mar to recover from the civil upheavals 
in Colombia. Basic sanitary services and a system for 
delivery of clean water are priorities. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Two grants to the Dominican Evangelical Church: 
-Growing With Christ, $6,500, supports Christian 
education as a means of evangelization and holistic 
care for children. The church operates summer 
schools and Christian Education Institutes. 
-Technical/Vocational School Program, $6,800, 
supports the Youth Association of the church in 
providing professional technical education for 
Dominican and Haitian youth. 

ECUADOR 
Two grants: 
-Dancing to Live, $4, 120. A grant to the 
Evangelical Methodist Church in Ecuador supports 
families of indigenous and African descent who 
have moved into a community near Quito, the capi 
tal city. Children will receive support for expression 
in the arts as well as love, spiritual support, and inte
gral health care. 
-Leadership Development Program, CIEMAL, 
$7,600. Support for CIEMAL to provide lecdership 
development programs for the churches of Ecuador, 
Peru, and Bolivia . More established churches will 
train new leadership in the emerging churches. 

GUA ALA 
-Transformed to Transform Others, $3,346, to the 
Evangelical National Methodist Primitive Church of 
Guatemala for its project to write and implement a 
vision and mission strategy for the church as a 
whole. This grant particularly encourages the partic
ipation of youth and young adults in the church. 

BARBADOS 
-Church School Curriculum Materials, MCCA, 
$7,000, for the Methodist Church in the Caribbean 
and the Americas wi ll support its Church School 
Curriculum Materials Program for ch ildren and youth . 
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HAITI 
-MCCA Haiti District, Delmas 54 Boys Home, 
$7,500. The Haiti District of the MCCA opened the 
Delmas Boys Home to rescue a number of boys from 
a facility where they were at risk of abuse. 

LEEWARD ISLANDS 
-Reaching Others . for Christ Through Vocational 
and Educational Training, $6,000_ The Methodist 
Education and Outreach Services (MEOS), an out
reach of Christchurch Methodist Church in St. 
Thomas, US Virgin Islands, is a faith-based and 
community-based nonprofit organization that serves 
underprivileged children and families . Through this 
grant, it will offer computer literacy and English 
classes for Hispanic students. 

NICARAGUA 
-Good Samaritan Medicine Program, Managua, 
$3,000. A grant to the Evangelical Methodist 
Church in Nicaragua to support a local congrega
tion in Hialeah, a very poor community, that pro
vides access to medicine for women, children , and 
youth . The Christian Medical Association provides 
medicine at minimal cost to the church . 

PANAMA 
-Women's Health Orientation Clinic, Vie jo, $8,500. 
The Evangelical Church of Panama has developed a 
preventive health program for women addressing 
the needs of single women, victims of sexual abuse 
and domestic violence, pregnant teenagers, and 
abandoned older women . 

P.ERU 
-Education and Community Development for 
Children and Youth, $5,000. This grant supports La 
Semilla Organization's education and community 
development program that helps improve the quality 
of life for poor children in the slums of Lima. There 
are workshops and training in reading and writing 
skills, organic gardening, art, and income-generat
ing activities to support the community libraries and 
radio programs. 

URUGUAY 
Two grants to the Methodist Church in Uruguay: 
-Methodist Institute of Pedagogical and Pastoral 
Studies, $4,200. The Methodist Institute seeks to devel
op leaders to work with the poor and marginalized 
and form leaders who are committed to social change. 
-Evangelization and Ex pansion in Artigas, $4,500. 
Th is grant supports the growth and development of 
Bella Union congregation and the Bella Union 
Polyclinic. 

VENEZUELA 
-Primary Health Care Based in the Community, 
$6,000. This grant supports the Christian Methodist 
Community of Venzuela's Community Primary Health 
Care project to train health-care workers to manage 
small health centers in the Andean communities of 
Carorita, San Pedro, El Alto, and Horne. 

Christie R. House is the Editor of New World Outlook_ 

You Can Still Contribute 
The Encounter with Christ Permanent Fund is still growing. To contribute to the work of churches 
across Latin America and the Caribbean, send a donation to the Encounter with Christ Permanent 
Fund #025100. Donations may be made through your local church or mailed directly, payable to: 

General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Dr., Room 1449, New York, NY 10115 
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The 

by 
Eugenio 

Poma 

The people of Bolivia have been undergoing change under the leader

ship of their first indigenous national leader in 500 years, President Evo 

Morales. Spanish conquistadors landed on South American shores in 

the 1500s and ruled over the country until 1825, when Simon Bolivar 

led a fight for independence. Though the indigenous Aymara and 

Quechua populations make up a majority, the country had been ruled 

by leaders of mixed European ancestry until 2005, when President 

Morales was elected . Indigenous people have been filling government 

posts under his administration. Dr. Eugenio Poma (photo left), bishop 

emeritus of the Methodist Church in Bolivia, now serves as Bolivia's 

ambassador to Denmark. The fo llowing are edited excerpts taken from 

an interview with Bishop Poma by Richard Lord in May of 2007. 
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Above left: In Plaza Colon in hav 
Catani, Cochabamba, Bolivia, this 
two men read signs at a protest and 
against the government 's ind 
restriction on the sale of import- we 
ed clothing. Ab ve right: At a 
May Day celebration in fron t of the 
the presidential palace in La Paz, as 
Bolivia, an indigenous man holds "W 
a replica of the Bolivian flag. ide1 
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W
e are now reviewing 
our colonial history, 
not to take revenge 
but to tak the time, 

as a people, to reflect on the 
indigenous religions that exi ted 
500 years ago. Some exis t today, 
having survived as clandestine 
practices in plains and mountains. 

Manco Inca, the last Inca leader 
of his line, struggled with the con
quistadors and decided not to fight 
them anymore. He said we must 
love our people and life, not go to 
war. Go to the hills, valleys, prairies, 
and forests and worship God. Some 
Andean people went and wor
shiped in the traditional ways of 
relationship with the Creator, but 
those who practiced tradition were 
persecuted in subtle ways. So we 
had to convert ourselves. That's 
what happened to me. 

When I was growing up, the 
Protestants came into our commu
nity every Sunday. Suddenly, one 
day you deny everything of your 
own. That was the process, and 
then comes what the indigenous 
call the pachacuti [the return of 
times] . In the last 50 years, people 
have become aware of the loss of 
this religion and begun to recover 
and strengthen it. Today in many 
indigenous communities, because 
we have an indigenous president, 
the Andean priests come out and, 
as a Christian, you ques tion, 
"Who am I now?" When the pres
ident goes somewhere, there are 
rituals, and it's not the Catholic 
priest or the Protestant pas tor but 
the Andean priest doing some
thing, openly. 

Challenges for the Church 
At this moment, we're beginning 
the process of an encounter of 
Christians with traditional Andean 
practitioners. It is a challenge for 
our churches today. What kind of a 
relationship are we going to say 
that our people can have with 
God? Is it the one from a thou and 

years ago or the one that came 
with the colonizers? 

I'm indigenous and a former 
bishop in the Methodist Church, 
which has given m e its North 
Am erican tradition. And when I go 
to the pulpit, I'm supposed to 
preach as a good Methodist. But 
when I come down from the pul
pit, I am again a conflicted person 
having his own problems with his 
faith. I don' t think I'm the only 
one. The Methodist Church here is 
challenged by this. 

So what does that mean today 
for us? The church relationship is 
changing with the political change 
of indigenous people in Bolivia 
and other Latin American coun
tries involved in Bolivia-it is a 
great challenge to our faith. If you 
were to ask me, "What is your 
identity and religion?" you might 
expect me to say, 'Tm Christian." 
And I would tell you that I am-I 
love my neighbor, nature, and life. 
Whether through the Methodist or 
any churches, as long as there is 
love of one's neighbor and respect 
for the rights of others, you 're 
probably a religious person. 

But I think the churches today 
are challenged because we don' t 
know how to find our way at 
this moment. We thought the 
churches were ahead of the politi
cal changes, but the political 
change in Bolivia is all ahead of us 
now. In the past, we thought we 
were the best Christians and that 
we had something to give to the 
world. Now we see changes in 
non-Christians. The community 
itself has new ideas of a new heav
en and a new earth. The church's 
responsibility today is to build on 
them and accompany the people. 

Let's say, for instance, on the 
issue of women, youth, human 
rights, or justice-the people of the 
streets have ideas. There's a mes
sage out there. Before, we used to 
give the message; now, we receive 
the message from the people. 

Opposite: A member of the military 
band stands at attention in fro nt of the 
presidential palace in La Paz. Above: An 
indigenous student in a Quechuan village 
in Catani, Cochabamba, Bolivia, works 
intensely on academic lessons. 

The Andean priests invited me 
to a celebration, a ritual to the 
mother earth and the ancestors. 
Two buses of Protestant church 
members came singing Christian 
h ymns. They saw the Andean 
priests, stopped singing, and 
scolded these "pagans." "You're 
going to go to hell," they said . One 
of the church members came up 
to me and said, "What are you 
doing among these people-these 
pagans?" I said , "I d on' t know 
what I'm doing, but I'm here." 

How do we understand God in 
our lives and relate to our ancestral 
roots? In the end, what are we 
doing? Just working for God in a 
different way. And those two bus
loads of church members should 
have understood that. They should 
not have scolded the people that 
way. Why does everyone insist on 
their own way? Perhaps because it 
is the only way they understand. 
Church people have to be open to 
new ways in which the energy and 
spirit of the Creator flows. 

Working in a New Climate 
Today evangelizing work has 
been weakened, especially for the 
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atholic Church. Hi tory brings 
back images of how our p ople 
were converted- some by good 
way , but many by force. Indig
enou people have to accept the 
mi takes and the gifts of the past. 

I was with the church people 
about a year ago in Copacabana (on 
Lake Titicaca), where th Catholic 
Church has the Basilica, the shrine 
of the Virgin of Copacabana. We 
have a Methodist church there 
al o. There were about 200 peo
p le-children , pa rliam entarians, 
and government officials-sitting 
around together. One of the broth
ers asked me: "What do you think is 
going to happen to our people? 
Everybody says that it is our time, 
with Evo Morales, who is indige
nous, an Aymara. Do you think that 
we will succeed in this?" 

I started to say that the door has 
opened. "After 500 years of repres
sion in this part of the world- look 
at these children sitting here. Don' t 
look at these children any more as 
those who are going to be the 
cavadore, which means ' the clarion 
of defeat. ' Parliamentarians are sit
ting with these children . This is the 
open door. If you don' t accept that, 
then we're going to return to what 
we were in the past." But he knew 

that President Morales had 
asked me to be an ambassa

dor, and I hadn' t accepted . 
"You 're speaking such 

things and you're not accepting 
Morales' offer to become an ambas
sador." So now, I'm an ambassador. 

I think the churches w ill 
remain, but they have to change 
their way of working and their 
relationship with the country and 
the people. 

We Methodis ts still have great 
respect. During the d ictatorships, 
we accompanied the people. When 
the blockade came in, we used to 
say, ''I'm a Methodist," and they 
would open for us. 

In some ways, the Methodists 
today are recognized as the church 
of the indigenous people. It doesn 't . 
mean that we have so many mem
ber , but I think that in 100 years of 
life here, we have been a witness 
to justice and human rights issues. 
It gives us strong recognition . 

We had a bishop and o ther 
leaders, such as Arias, Mamani, 
and Villena, w ho pushed us 
toward indigenous lead ership, 
training us, holding workshops in 
this country. To the US Methodist 
missionaries, we should give a 
smile. They have done something 
good . The people have taken over, 
which is good . 

Political Leanings 
Our president is in line wi th 
Chavez and Castro. We are trying 
to find the balance in a world that 
has been unbalanced so many 

There are so man y p oor 
people in the world. 

The South America, Central Amer
ica, Cuba, and Venezuela alliance is 
a symbol of how to balance relation-
hips. Evo Morales is part of that. 

Our president is aligned with the 
Cuban experience and that is mak
ing the United States think. 

As an ambassador to Denmark, 
I'm going to say, "How come the 
Danish people get $38,000 per year 
as an average income, and the 
Bolivians get only $800 to $900 per 
year?" Can we give Bolivians the 
chance to come up to $20,000? If 
we can' t do that in this world, 
would you be w illing to come 
down to $30,000 so that we can 
come up to $15,000? This is the 
whole idea. Chavez, Castro, and 
now Morales speak in these terms. 
We're seeking the moral balance of 
relationships among peoples of the 
world. That's iny point of view. 
Jesus had to give his life for that, 
and we still need to spend our 
lives for it. We remember colonial 
revolutionary Tupak Katari 's last 
words: "You kill me, but I will be 
back in thousands and thou
sands." We're back, we live! 

When Bolivia aligns with 
Venezuela or Cuba, it's to build a 
different world in which the rela
tionship between countries would 
become more or less balanced . 
Who knows? Tomorrow we may 
see another country, maybe 
Ecuador or Peru. We from thi part 
of the world can contribute to 
building the peace of the world. 
The United States, I think, fea rs this 
change today. Challenge the fea r. 
See it as a change for good . You will 
change and find a new securi ty. 

Eugenio Poma, bishop emcritu of the 
Methodist Church in Bolivia, present
ly serves the Morales Administration 
as Bolivia 's Ambassador to Denmark. 

Inn QL1eclnian villnge in Cotnni, Cochn
bnmbn, Bolivia,Jood is distribllted to 
children nt a Methodist rum/ hen/th center 
s11 pple111entnl-feeding progrnm. 
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TO BE OF SERVICE & 
ENCOURAGEMENT 

TO OTHERS 
An Interview with Casimira Rodriguez 

Casimira Rodriguez 

Richard Lord spoke with Casimira 
Rodriguez in Cochabamba, Bolivia, at 
the Home Workers' Association. Ms. 
Rodriguez, who began as a domestic 
worker herself, founded Bolivia 's first 
trade union for domestic workers 
and was instrumental in convincing 
Bolivian legislators to pass a national 
law protecting their rights. With 
Eva Morales ' election as Bolivia 's 
first indigenous president, Casimira 
Rodriguez was tapped to serve as the 
Minister of Justice for the nation. 

! served as the Minister of Justice 
for Bolivia for the first year of 
President Evo Morales ' govern

ment. I never aspired to be in such 
a public position. Nevertheless, I 
endeavored to work for social 
justice and against injustice. 

I tried to keep the vision of 
service for my country always 
before me. This was a time of 
change in the nation, and we in the 
cabinet were committed to that 
change. One important aspect of 
my work was to take ad vantage of 
this historic moment to suggest an 
alternative form of justice-one 
without discrimination or margin
alization of any of our Bolivian 
sisters and brothers. 

- ~ 

INTERV WAN;) 

PhO~os 3Y 

RICHA~:.1 l C RD 

• 
T~f\1--JSLA ~ION 

BY JOYC~ Hill 

We put forth some alternative 
methods, particularly those based 
on the indigenous concep t of 
justice. We proposed a pluralistic 
approach to justice with a common 
goal to work together for the bene
fit of all, rather than individually 

A Quechuan grandmother in Catani, Cochabamba, Bolivia, holds her grandchild, whose 
parents have moved to Argentina. 
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Jn La Paz, Bolivia, indigenous people demonstrate to protest the acquisition of their 
lands through globnlization . 

and competetively. The indigenous 
justice system has functioned for 
centuries without a written code of 
laws. We need to find ways that 
these concepts can be incorporat
ed. We need to look at the values 
governing the indigenous commu
nities, the wisdom of the leaders, 
the creativity in the administration 
of justice. They don' t use incarcer
ation as punishment, for example. 
We also need to challenge the issue 
of corruption, perhaps beginning 
with educational initiatives. 

Our people need training in 
good administrative skills on all 
levels. The work of all of our civil 
servants needs to be done with clar
ity and transparency. It is necessary 
to provide training in this from the 
local to the national level. Another 
area of concern is that of emigration. 
We are beginning to see conse
quences for families, with children 
being abandoned when the head of 
the famil y leaves the country. 

Another important area is that 
of developing houses of justice 
(small-claims courts). They would 
offer a space in which individual 
claims can be heard: family sup
port, paternity cases, and defaults 
on loans. We opened one here in 
Cochabamba with good results. 
We need the doors open to our 
courts of justice so people can 
come with confidence before the 

judges to hear them and be heard · 
by them. 

One problem I dealt with was a 
mining center that had massive lay
offs in recent years. The workers 
were finally able to establish a sys
tem of coopera tives, but they 
exploited each other. Injustice pre
vailed. As a result of government 
intervention, some of them were on 
a payroll as if they were state 
employees. There were serious 
confrontations between members 
of the cooperative and salaried 
workers. People were killed. The 
Ministry of Justice had to be 
involved in the investigation and 
coordination with other govern
ment agencies related to mining. We 
had to work with the families, espe
cially the children of the workers 
who were killed. 

Leaving the Post 
There was an internal reorganiza
tion of the government at the end of 
the first year. It had been an inter
esting year of change and charting 
new directions for the country. The 
president asked all of the cabinet 
members to submit a letter of resig
nation. Then he decided which ones 
to accept and which ones to reject. 
Six of the original cabinet member 
were a ked to remain. I was given 
several options, including the 
opportunity to be Bolivia's repre-
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sentative to the Organization of 
American States. However, because 
of family obligations and my previ
ous work with women domestic 
workers, I returned to Cochabamba. 
Here I can continue to be a political 
presence on the national level, but 
in another country I would disap
pear from sight. 

Being part of the first cabinet 
was a "decolonization" of the 
Ministry of Justice, which had 
always been the prerogative of 
lawyers. It was important at that 
time for a woman, wearing her 
indigenous dress, a domestic 
employee, to begin not only to open 
more spaces for women but to open 
people's minds, and realize that one 
does not have to be a lawyer to exer
cise justice. The women in the trade 
union fel t much rewarded because 
of my role in the cabinet. The church 
has also celebrated my position. 

The Trade Union 
The trade union unites young 
women, most of them from rural 
areas, who are here in the city to 
work as domestic workers. We are 
set up as a trade union whose pur
pose is specifically to give support 
to young women who have no pro
tection and do not know wha t 
their rights are, who are separated 
from their families, and who have 
little opportunity to improve their 
education. The trade union offers 
training in sewing, tailoring, and 
making pastries and confections. 
We offer literacy classe through a 
government program. We also pro
vide training in natural medicine, 
which provides education about 
how to use medicinal plant . 

Computer technology i anoth
er area of training, and silk creen
ing is another skill that we 
provide, as well as leader hip 
training. We share information on 
workers' rights and labor laws, an 
area that we have been working 
on for 12 years. We al o pro ide 
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An indigenous woman in La Paz earns her income by selling eyeglasses. 

training to improve working 
conditions in the homes, such as 
learning how to clean and bake. 

From the very beginning of the 
association we 
have had the 
pastoral care 
of one of the 
Methodist pas
tors, Gustavo 
Loza. This care 
has been very 
important dur
ing our 20 years 
of struggle to 
organize the 
association and 
now the trade 
union. Our first 
meeting place 
was in one of 
the Methodist 

buildings. 
In my own case, the spiritual 

help I received and the encourage
ment to develop my own leadership 
abilities have come from being part 
of the Methodist Church. The cre
ation of the association is a concrete 
example of skills I learned from 
training provided by the church. 
The church's support was evident 
when I was nominated for and 
awarded the Peace Prize by the 
World Methodist Council. 

Problems and Promises 
The most complicated problem is 
the lack of enforcement of the laws 
that are now in place. Also, many of 
the women do not belong to the 
trade union or participate in its 
activities. Sunday is their only day 
off to take care of their own person-

al priorities, but it is also the only 
day that we have to carry out our 
programs for their benefit. 

Looking to the future, we must 
develop new leaders. I no longer 
hold any leadership position in the 
Confederation on the national 
level, however, I am always here to 
give my support. 

I think that as a result of my 
participation in the government, 
others have seen the possibility of 
becoming active in the political 
arena. When the government held 
the national constituting assembly, 
women participated in the discus
sions. Six of them became candi
dates for political office in different 
areas of the country. They had 
no political experience, but they 
began learning the process and 
how to present their positions. 

There are approximately 132,000 
home workers in Bolivia, and our 
membership stands at about 14,000, 
barely 10 percent. When the law to 
protect workers was passed, all the 
workers celebrated throughout the 
country, but very few of them took 
steps to join the organization. 
Some are still intimidated. There 
are still employers who maintain a 
colonial mentality. 

One of my dreams is to own our 
own building. We are presently 
renting our space. We could have a 
daycare center for the children of 
the workers. And eventually we 
could have a space to take care of 
the workers who retire. Many of 
them end up alone; they don' t own 
any property, so they continue to 
work as long as they are able. 

Richard Lord is a freelance photogra
pher. Joyce Hill is a retired missionary 
and Global Ministries Executive who 
served in Latin America. 

Outside of the rural areas of La Paz, 
Bolivia, is a cih;scape of high rise buildings. 
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witness of the established churches. 
Together they have between 450 
and 500 members. 

It is easy to get to Danli by 
public transportation. It is closer 
to Tegucigalpa than some of the 
other places where we have estab
lished churches. Good leadership 
emerged among the persons who 
first came to the church and has 
helped it develop. 

Danli is a fertile agricultural 
area where the principal crop is 
corn. It also grows coffee. The 
National Com Festival is held 
there every year. Com and beans 
are our staple foods. 

An important part of the Danli 
church is the scholarship program. 
Across Honduras, we have 600 chil
dren who are able to go to school 
because of this program. In the 
Danli area, we have a program with 
high-risk children who are growing 
up in dysfunctional family situa
tions. The church became aware of 
this problem, and now the children 
receive after-school tutoring along 
with a healthy snack to help with 
their basic nutritional needs. They 
are also given pointers on health 
and hygiene. 

We have a sewing and tailoring 
program. Some of the women can 
make clothes for their families, and 
others learn the techniques so they 
can get jobs in dressmaking to help 
improve the economic situation of 
their families. The children who 
come to the Bible school also 
receive lunch, which helps with 
their basic nutrition. 

The scholarships are for chil
dren attending the public schools. 
Only in exceptional cases, in 
which they might not have access 
to a public school, would we con
sider a private one. Occasionally, 
a particular course of study might 
not be available in the public 
school system. But the program is 
designed to help children go to 
public school. 

Public school is free, but stu
dents need to purchase their 
school supplies, books, and uni
forms. When a poor family has 
several school-age children, it is 
financially difficult for them. 

We ask people to contribute to 
the scholarship fund, suggesting 
$100 a year to cover all of the costs. 
The truth of the matter is that the 
scholarship will not cover all of the 
costs. The seed money for the fund 
was set up in such a way that if 
more than $100 is needed, the total 
amount is covered. The scholar-

ships are offered to children in 
primary school-from the first 
through the sixth grades. Now we 
have students who have complet
ed primary school, but we do not 
drop them. We continue to help 
them complete their education. 
They have to maintain their 
grades, at least a 75 percent aver
age. And they have to demonstrate 
responsibility in using the scholar
ship funds . 

In addition to the official schol
arship program, local churches 
have placed a considerable value 
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Dr. Arna Lamon examines a patient at the Methodist Church Center health clinic in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras . 

on education. From the beginning, 
students have received assistance 
from their own churches in order 
to continue their studies. And we 
have seen the results in those who 
have graduated and today are 
working in their chosen fields, 
thanks to the help they received. 

Danli is primarily an agricultural 
region. A big crop is tobacco, and 
the industry includes processing 
the tobacco leaves for cigarettes. 
Many people earn their living from 
this industry. 

Because many of our churches 
are in rural areas, our members are 
peasants or small farmers. But in 
the urban areas where we have 
large churches, such as the Central 
Church of Danli, there is greater 
diversity among the members. In 
addition to farmers and those who 
work in the tobacco industry, some 
members are secretaries or teachers. 

Talanga 
In Talanga we have two Methodist 
congregations. One is the very first 
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church the mission established 
in Honduras. Between the two 
churches, there are about 100 
members, mostly farmers. One has 
its own building, and the other is 
in the process of building. In the 
meantime, the church rents a place 
in which to hold its activities. 
Members hope to be in their own 
building by next year. Volunteer 
church teams are vital in moving 
the construction work ahead. 

Both churches participate in the 
scholarship program. The church 
with the building had a clinic for 
two years, but right now it is not 
functioning. The clinic functioned 
one day a week and took care of 
about 50 persons each time it was 
open. The doctor working with us 
had to stop because of other 
responsibilities. As soon as we can 
find a medical doctor who wants 
to work with us, we will reopen 
the clinic. The church also provides 
a meal for the children who come 
to the Bible school. 

We would really like to have a 
missionary doctor who could also 
help us coordinate volunteer 
medical teams that come to help 
us. But if we can't secure a mis
sionary doctor, we will try to 
recruit one among our own 
Honduran doctors who can give 
us a few hours a week, so that we 
can reopen the clinic. 

Two years ago, one of the 
churches in Danlf lost at least 10 of 
its members when they emigrated 
to the United States. It greatly 
impacted the way the church could 
function . One member was the 
pastor's son! Once they reach their 
destination and get themselves 
established, they encourage others 
to make the trip north. 

Richard Lord is a freelance photogra
pher. Joyce Hill is a former missionary 
to Mexico and Cuba and a retired 
Global Ministries ' staff member who 
served Latin America. 
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AN INTERVIEW 
WITH ELMER ZAVALA 

The Rev. Elmer Zavala 
is president of the Evangelical Meth
odist Church of Nicaragua. 

The church began in 1985, and in 
the 1990s it was said to be gather
ing strength. But the small group 
from 1985 did not have the official 
support of the General Board of 
Global Ministries or of CIEMAL, 
the Council of Evangelical Meth
odist Churches in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Later, the 
two organizations named the Rev. 

Ruben Pak, a m1ss10nary from 
Argentina who was teaching at the 
Baptist Seminary, to be an advisor 
for the church. 

There was only one congrega
tion at that time. In 1993, a second 
church was started in Hialeah, 
where I am pastor. In 1998, several 
more congregations were estab
lished. By the year 2000, we had 
eight established congregations 
of the Methodist Church in 
Nicaragua. Today there are 13, 
with approximately 900 members. 

We work with large numbers of 
people, but the actual professing 
members are few. For example, in 
Hialeah we work with approxi
mately 1,000 people in the different 
programs of the church, such as 
health and nutrition programs, 
although there are only 68 mem
bers of the church. But we have 
grown. At the annual conference 
two years ago, we had only 165 
members in the country. At the 
next one there were 500, and at the 
most recent conference we had 
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more than 900 memb rs. So the 
congr ga tion ar growing. 

We are not a ch urch that just 
ings, prays, and reads the Bible. 

Of course we do those things, but 
we are also involved in communi
ty development, education, nutri
tion, and health. The people appre
ciate that and become involved in 
the programs tha t we offer. 

Hialeah Community 
Hialeah began to grow in 1990, at 
the same time the Me thodis t 
Church began to take root. Hialeah 
b gan as a community in which 
the people occupied unused land 
and built their houses. Th ree years 
ago, they were finally given deeds 
to the properties they had taken 
over. The church has always been 
there for them. 

Faces of some of the people of Barrio 
Hialeah in Managua, Nicaragua. 

The people who populated the 
community had p articip ated in 
the resistance against the Sandin
istas . There were about 16,000 
people involved in establishing 
the community. The primary dif
ference from Managua is that the 
community began when people 
took over land, and because of 
this they do not have the infra
structure of other areas. Electricity 
is scarce, there are no sewers, and 
the wa ter supply is precarious. At 
one time a few years ago we were 
w ithout wa ter for three months 
and had to go quite some distance 
to buy wa ter. Th is is one of 
approximately 400 other similar 
communities . Hialeah also is a 
highly p oliticized neighborhood . 
Since the people had opposed the 
Sandinista Front, which has the 
presid ency aga in, they are not 
being given any p r iority. The gov
ernment will fi rst help neighbor
hoods that voted for it. 

At the same time, we have a 
church in another neighborhood 
called Karl Marx, where m ost of 
the m embers supported the 
Sandinistas. So the church has the 
full political spectrum, and peo
ple w ho are Sandinis tas are 
beginnin g to move in around 
here, and those who resisted are 
moving in where Sandinistas are . 
So it is a mixture. But the majori
ty of the people are right-w ing, 
and when the Sandinis tas won 
the election some of the church 
members told me, "We are going 
back to the hell of the 1980s. " But 
I told them that would no t hap 
pen beca use the politica l clima te, 
both nationa lly and interna tional
ly, has changed . The Sandinista 
mayor was reelected, and things 
continue their normal cour e. 

Challenges for a New Church 
The church is known as a church 
that works with people in need, 
regardless of their political affilia-
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tion. We are known as a church that 
defends life, which is why we are 
in the poorest area of Managua. 
Many of our churches work with 
people who live in abject po erty. Th 
Some of our church members are Ac 
economically stable, but th y are a th( 
minority, and some do not even co1 
earn the minimum wage. We are th; 
financially dependent. m 
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to wh the ongregation do not 
pa th ir pa t r ' alarie but 
dep nd on other r our . But 
wh n our church memb r them-

1 e are p r, that i hard t do. 
In th Hial ah congregation, we 
are f rtunate if w get two or thr 
dollar during th offering. n the 
nati nal le el, we ar creating 
program , uch a an ed u a tion 
pr gram, which gen rat inc me. 
With tho e fund we c ver th 
national admini trati e co t and 
pa tor ' alarie . 

W are building a cl:lool in an 
ar a wh r the parent of th chil
dr n will pa tuition, and ome of 
th fund g n rat din thi way will 
h Ip d fra the g neral church 
xp n . But w ar n ta king the 
eneral Board of Global Mini tri 

ate financial ituation, but in a f w 
ear it hould mak a diff r nee. 

W al o ha nutrition pr -
ram in 13 f the local church , 

providing nutritiou m al to 
appr , imat 1 hildren . We 
hope that the program 
v ntuall include hri tian edu

ca ti n, recr a ti on, and h al th car . 
e have a mobil clinic that go 

from church to church to provide 
h alth care to peopl , e p ciall 
childr n . 

The Church in icaragua 
c rding to th C n titution 

th Republic of icaragua, th 
countr i a la tate, which mean 
that th church hould be working 
in it area and the aovernm nt in 

it area, and there hould be an 
ab lute separati n b tw en the 
church and the tat . But the truth 
of the matt r i that th church, 

peciall y the R man Catholic 
hurch, ha a lot of say. If the pre -

ident i not a m mber of the 
Roman atholic hurch, he or sh 
will ha e great difficulty during 
hi or her pr id ncy. 

When Daniel Ort ga wa pre -
ident in the 1980 , h did not have 
the upport of th Catholic 

hurch and o met with a lot of 
problem . He wa n t ab l to 
develop all of the programs he 
would ha e liked . But thi time 
around, Ort ga ha managed to 

cure the upport of many lead
er of the Cath lie hurch, which 
means that he has a table govern
m nt in which to work. So ev n 
though the on titution say the 
tate i a la y tat , th influence of 

the church prevail . 
for the Prate tant , we make 

up appro imatel 20 perc nt of the 
population. Th gov rnment i also 
beginning t tak u into account 
and a k our opinions about SC'me 
of the political i u th country 
i facing. The Protestant po ition i 

that the tate hould b ab olut ly 
a lay tat . 

Right now the tate i not inter
fering in the lif of the church s. 
Pre ident rt ga re pect th 
churche . If you were to hear some 
of hi peeche , you would think 

a prie t or a pastor. He 
God' pre ence. At one 

time h wa strongly criticized for 
being an athei t, but in thi term 
of his presidency, he u es God's 
name. It might come from hi 
h art or it might be political. We 
don ' t know. 

Both the Prot tant and the 
atholic churches run the ri k of 

getting involved in the political 
acti ity of the country b cau 
those in political power need the 
upport and vote of church mem

bers. Religion and politic ar ry 
clo ely related , and those in politi
ca l po ition Ii ten to the church 
very carefully. 

Ricliard Lord is a freelance photogra
pher. Joyce Hill is a former missionary 
to Mexico and Cuba and a retired 
Global Ministries ' staff member who 
served Latin America. 

Children play in front of tlie Metliodist c/wrch in Barrio Hialeah , Managua , icarag11a . 
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Care for the Displaced and Unsettled 
Interviews with William Walter Llanos, Rocio Arenos, Berta Pacheco, and Bishop Juan Alberto Cardona 

INTERVIEWS AND PHOTOS BY RICHARD LORD • TRANSLATIONS BY JOYCE HILL 

In Colombia, some children and teenagers, who have been unable to attend school because their families cannot afford the expense, 
earn wages by picking up waste items and taking them to a place where they will be recycled and sold. Above: One such teenager in 
Medellin, Barrio La America. 

The Methodis t Church in Colombia 
was founded in the late 1970s . 
President and Bishop Juan Alberto 
Cardona oversees about 20 churches 
and three communities of fai th. 
Pastors were interviewed in Medellin 
and Cartagena. 

William Walter Llanos: I am 
Peruvian, and I have been living in 
Colombia for the p ast 13 years. 
Two and a half years ago, I was 

appointed as a pastor in Medellin 
to take on the responsibility of the 
extension work and special min
istry in this area of the city. 

Rocio Arenos: I am also a pastor of 
the Methodist Church and the 
superintendent of the district in the 
coffee-growing area. My husband 
and I work together in church 
development here in Medellin, 
specifically San Javier and ltagili. 
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Richard Lord: I understand that 
problems began when the military 
entered the area to take control from 
the guerillas. They detained the 
adults, especially the men, leaving 
the children abandoned . 

Arenos: In the two years that we 
have been here, we have found that 
the children, especially the adoles
cen ts, suffer from severe emotional 
p roblems. The children are filled 1 
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with fear and don't know whom to 
trust. They suffered the trauma of 
gunshots, persecution, and vio
lence. Even though the military 
action occurred several year ago, 
they continue to relive the ituation. 

There are problems with prosti
tution and drug addiction. Many 
of them migrated he.re because of 
security problems in their towns. 
In the hills on the out kirts of the 
city, their living conditions are pre
carious. They came to a city filled 
with violence and the same prob
lems they left behind. 

They don't know if. they will 
have anything to eat tomorrow. 
Many of them are rag pickers in the 
city dumps. They salvage paper, 
glass, or metal that they can ell for 
a little money. Some are lucky 
enough to be with adults who have 
factory jobs. But long working 
hours mean that the children are 
alone all day. Many of them go to 
school, but those who don' t fit in get 
involved in antisocial activities. So 
the church began a special ministry. 
A layperson from the church in 
another part of the city would meet 
with them, and this was the begin
ning of a Methodist church in this 
sector of the city. 

The basic rights of the children 
are violated. Some children suffer 
abuse by their fathers or step
fathers. The church offers them 
trust, encouragement, hope, and 
genuine love. 

We provide spiritual support 
for them as well, so they can see 
new possibilities, change, and 
improve their situation. We help 
them think about the community, 
not so much individualism. 

We try to get them back to a 
classroom si tuation after we've 
helped them to perform at their 
grade level. Many of them have 
not been in school for everal 
years-some because they couldn't 
afford it and others because they 
didn' t want to go. 

Llanos: We have been working 
wi th about 300 families in this 
area, but in July the number will 
double, since the area we will be 
working in will expand. As a local 
Methodist church, we have not 
been able to reach every one of 
them. This is known as Zone 13 
and it i ubdivided into 14 neigh
borhoods. We've ~een trying to 
help the children in the families 
that have been adversely affected 
by the conflict. There are three 
major problems: The primary one 
is sexual abuse, the second is the 
high rate of school dropouts, and 
the third one is the high rate of 
subsistence begging. 

As rag pickers, the parents 
spend the day in the streets. At 
home the older children abuse 
the younger ones. We have come 
across five or six little girls who 
have suffered this type of abuse. 
Sometimes the abuser is one of the 
grandparents. The girls feel help
less in their situation. 

A great number of teenagers, 
more girls than boys, do not know 
how to read. Many completed firs t 
grade and never went back. The 
government provides education at 
no cost, but schools have not been 
built in this area, so children have 
to travel to other part of the city to 
go to school, either by foot or by 
paying bus fare. Students must 
wear a uniform nd bring their 
own school supplies. The parents 
cannot afford to send their chil
dren to school. 

The economic situation of the 
families is not good, so the parents 
send the children out to the streets 
to beg. Children stop people on the 
street, or they go from house to 
house asking for money. 

The Methodist church here in 
San Javier offers the girls who are 
the victims of sexual abuse a place 
to become involved in activities 
that will reinforce their self-worth. 
We talk about the rights of all 

people regardless of their gender. 
Every Friday afternoon there is a 
meeting with songs, games, dis
cussions, and biblical teaching. 

The church helps the school 
dropouts learn to read and write. 
Church members have p rovided 
school supplies . However, we 
have run up against another 
problem-lack of space! Most of 
the families live in one room-

Top: An 11 -year-old Cololl!bian boy in 
Medellin , Coloml; ia, Barrio La Al1lerica, 
loads sorted garbage onto a cart to sell . 
Above: The same boy delivers sorted 
garbage to a collection point, where he 
is paid by weight for recyclables. 

mother, father, three or more 
children, plus the grandmother 
or an aunt. There is no house 
big enough to have 10 children 
pile in to learn to read and write. 

A church member i giving us a 
place to work. We need to get it in 
shape, and we are trying to get 
enough building supplies to get a 
roof over the space for protection 
from the sun and rain. This is a 
pre sing need we are facing, since 
otherwise these children will not 
have an education . We have to find 
a place to start. 
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Berta Pacheco 

Cartagena 
Berta Pacheco: I am an elder in the 
Methodist Church, founder of the 
First Methodist Church here in 
Cartagena, and a doctor. 

We established Ministerial 
Center Mount Horeb to work with 
people who are at high risk, are 
disturbed, and have many social 
problems. Our primary focus is 
adolescents at risk. W also work 
with orphans and widows. Most 
adolescents have lost their fathers 
to the violence that took place a few 
years ago. Since the widows were 
left wi thout any support, their 
school-age children had to quit 
school. Aware of the anguish of 
their mothers, the adolescents 
looked for quick way to get money. 
Some joined paramilitary groups, 
others were taken advantage of. We 
help them recover their self-esteem 
and moral values as they help their 
families move ahead. 

We help them through a social
work approach, getting their 

school uniforms so they can go 
back to school. They are beginning 
to believe in God and see certain 
aspects of life which are displeas
ing to God. They are recovering a 
sense of self-worth in their lives. 

We provide economic assis
tance to three extended family 
groups with a total of 30 adoles
cents. We had great success wi th 
one group of high-risk girls in 
abject poverty whose basic need 
were not being met. With help 
from England, we taught them 
how to sew and make their own 
clothes. We had the sewing 
machines at the church. 

But we had another group of 
girls who were already involved 
wi th the paramilitary group , 
engaging in prostitution. They were 
young girls, and we were able to 
help some of them change. But we 
are till working with others who 
are deeply entrenched. The ones 
who changed are examples for the 
other that there is another way of 
life. We have an interdisciplinary 
team working with them: social 
workers, medical personnel, teach
er . From a doctor's perspective, it 
is better to prevent an illness than to 
hav to cure it! We had 40 girls in a 
program, and only two dropped 
out. The other 38 are in school, and 
we are very proud of them. 
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Left: Members of the Colombian 
Methodist Church in Cartagena, 
Co/0111bia, Eva Hernandez Rincon (jar 
lef t) and her daughters (from left to right) 
Natalia , Juanita , and Marian . The death 
of Eva's husband may cause her daugh
ters to leave school to work full-tim e. 

Las Brisas 

Bishop Juan 
Alberto Cardona 

Bishop Juan Alberto Cardona: The 
war in the area has ceased, but you 
still see the effects of it. Many 
people have me·ntal problems and 
have lost any sign of hope. They 
wanted to go to school and make 
something of themselves. But the 
si tuation developed in which they 
were totally cut off from the rest 
of the country and lacking any 
other perspective. 

We need to have programs led 
by psychologists, psychiatrists, and 
social workers to help people trust 
again and participate in society. 

Another factor is that there is no 
health care of any kind in the entire 
area. Pregnant women have no 
regular examinations, and child
hood diseases are prevalent. 

The distances between the com
munities mean that the only way 
they can travel is by foot or burro. 
They have no means of transporta
tion in the area. This create difficul
ties in organizing a health program. 

We have to nurture hope and 
help it grow. Then we will be able 
to help them rebuild their society. 

Richard Lord is a freelance photogra
pher. Joyce Hill is a retired missionary 
and Global Ministries executive who 
served in Latin America. 
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Volunteers in Mission Provide 
Medical Help in Panama 

Lilla Marigzn is a freelance television producer in Nashville, Tennessee. 

In Panama, hundreds of men, women, and children have come to 
see a doctor. It is an opportunity that comes only at certain times 
of the year when United Methodist Volunteer-In-Mission med
ical mission teams visit Chiriqui, a remote mountain area, where 
many of the patients belong to the indigenous Ngobe population. 
The teams consist of doctors, dentists, nurses, lab technicians, 
and medical support staff. 

In one week, they will treat vitamin deficiencies, skin infections, 
high blood pressure, and previously undiagnosed rheumatoid 
arthritis, as well as other medical conditions, such as respiratory 
problems, diarrhea, dysentery, worms, lice, and iron deficiency, that 
are common side effects of poverty. 

Doctors evaluate patients and a medical microbiologist screens 
for various infections, anemia, and diabetes, while patients wait for 
their test results and medicine to treat the conditions. 

Mission team members bring their own medical equipment 
and pharmaceuticals-enough to help hundreds of people in a 
single clinic mission trip. 

Adequate follow-ups are a problem. Dr. Calvin Morris said 
that there will be no medical or dental personnel in Chiriqui for 
months. The next opportunity the people have to receive diagno
sis and treatment might not be until the team returns the follow
ing year, so they have to do the best they can and hope for a good 
outcome. 

In addition to treating patients, the team instructs children on 
dental hygiene and hands out toothbru.shes and toothpaste. 

United Methodist Volunteers-ln
Mission team members begin their 
day in prayer before seeing patients 
at a clinic near Chiriqui, Panama. 

l~Global Ministries ~J®~he United Methodist Church 

General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
Website: http://gbgni-i111rc.org • 212-870-3600 

A House of Blessing 

The Rev. Connie L. DiLeo is a General Board of Global Ministries 
missionary serving as project director and chaplain of Community 
Partners (COPA) in Barahona, Dominican Republic. 

As I approached a house in the village of Bombita in the 
Dominican Republic, I saw people gather outside hoping to par
ticipate in its blessing. 

Inside the small dwelling, people robustly sang praises to God 
as they perspired profusely from intense heat and the crowded 
condition in the house. I was moved by the depth of their faith. 

Fermin, a 25-year-old member of the village, led the service 
exhibiting profound faith with his usual ease. I watched his face, 
thinking that perhaps he wasn' t feeling well, and I worried about 
him. But the serious problems with his liver, spleen, blood, and 
stomach were not a concern to him. His only concern was prais
ing his Lord. 

People came forward to offer songs. Then, the family was 
brought forward and oil was passed around. Everyone put drops 
of oil on their hands and touched either the house or the family, 
dedicating the house and lives of the residents to God. 

Tears came to my eyes as I looked around at the many people 
I had come to love-people who had witnessed to me through 
their fai th. I thought about young Fermin and his probable death 
from his liver condition. What a blessing it will be for him when 
he goes to be wi th the Lord, but what a loss it will be for his fam

ily, friends, village, and me . 
I have come here to help, ye t it is 

the villagers in Bombita who have 
helped me. 

Connie L. Di Leo with youths she serves 
in Rarahnna . Dnminiran Rr>rmhlir. 
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The Rev. Jose Roberto Pena Dedicates 
His Life to Help the Less Fortunate 

Kathy Gilbert is a writer for United Methodist News Service in Nashville. 

Jose Roberto Pena began attending United Methodist church 
services a t the age of 12 in his hometown of Culebra, Puerto Rico. 
In his teens he stopped attending, but later as a biology graduate 
student, he sensed the need to find meaning in his life. 

Pena became a member of The United Methodist Church in 
1980 and in 1987 decided to attend seminary to become a pastor. 
"My life changed dras tically when I felt the call to pastoral min
istry and then to mission." He served as a pas tor in Puerto Rico 
from 1987 to 2001 and participated in mission trips to Honduras. 

"When I returned to my ministry in Puerto Rico .. .1 felt very 
uncomfortable thinking of the contrast between the month I 
spent in Honduras and the very comfortable facilities I was sur
rounded with in my work [in Puerto Rico] ." 

When Hurricane Mitch hit Honduras, he continued to travel 
to the country on mission trips and with each trip God's call to 
do mission work in Honduras intensified. 

In January 2001, he was commissioned as a missionary by the 
General Board of Global Ministries and relocated to Honduras. 

During his pastoral visits he w itnessed the dea th of a little girl 
from malnutrition, but he always remembers the survival of 
another child because of the church's quick response. 

Pena has served in nine of the twelve United Methodist 
churches in Honduras and has lived in three different areas of the 
country. He says: "The time I've spent serving in Honduras has 
profoundly shaped my life. God and his purpose brought the 
meaning I was looking for in life." 

Poverty leaves many children at risk. 
This child completes chores at the 
Children at Risk program in Dan/(, 
Honduras. 

Latin American Methodists 
Eager to Rebuild 

Linda Bloom is a writer based in New York for United Methodist 
News Service. 

Years after their official separation, some Latin American Methodists 
are struggling to maintain church buildings and other physical struc
tures inherited from The United Methodist Church. 

During the March 1-4 consultation between The Uni ted Methodist 
Church and Methodist churches of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
the Rev. Oscar Bolioli, president of the Methodist Church in Uruguay, 
said many churches in the region "don' t have the capacity to maintain 
what they have" or to develop new ministries. He noted that the 
church in Uruguay was recently forced to sell two buildings to con
struct one new building to serve the poor, who are now the majority 
of the people coming to the Methodist Church. 

When it comes to the relationship with United Methodists, Bolioli 
said, Methodists in Latin America and the Caribbean find the denom
ination willing to help in disaster situations, but when asked about the 
development of the church, they say that responsibility belongs to the 
local and national church . 

Church representatives in Panama City are more concerned about 
bonding among Methodist sisters and brothers. As the Council of 
Evangelical Methodist Churches of Latin America and the Caribbean 
(CIEMAL) stated in 1998: "The autonomy of our churches does not 
affect the cormectionality; on the contrary, it exalts it and maintains 
intercommunica tion and unity as a Methodist people in the continent 
and in the world." 

In recent years, consultations to build relations between United 
Methodists and Methodists in Latin America and the Caribbean 
stressed maintaining unity, a concept of holistic mission, personal 
salvation, and social redemption. Also important are evangeliza tion, 

education, service, and social transforma
tion, as well as solidarity wi th other social 
movements and the significance of ecumeni
cal relationships. 

Jn Bella Union , Uruguay, 65 percent of the popula
tion lives beneath the poverty line. Ma11y churches 
in Uruguay do not have resources for mai11te11n11ce. 



What are you waiting for? 
Respond to God's call by serving 

as an Individual Volunteer 

somewhere around the world! 

• Serve as an individual or serve with 
your spouse for 2 months or longer 

with host communities. 

• Find joy in making new friends and relating 
to people of other cultures. 

• Complete the application forms and attend 
a training event prior to service. 

• Be prepared to grow in your faith and enjoy 
God 's beautiful world and people! 

1~Global Ministries ~'®~he United Methodist Church 

CONTACT US: 
Email: indvols@gbgm-umc.org 
Website: www.individualvolunteers. info 

MISSION VOLUNTEERS/GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 330 • New York, NY 10115 • Tel: 212-870-3825 
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THE UNITED 
METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 

Providing Church 
Loans & Investments 
for over 47 years 

LOAN RATE 
6.95°/o 

LOAN FUNDS ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR: 

46 

Size Limits 
From $25,000 
to $3,500,000 

Term 
1 5 to 20 years 

UMDF 

• Purchases • Construction 

• REFINANCING 

• Expansion • Renovation 

If your church loan rate is 

more than 6.950/o, please 

contact us to see how we 

may save your church money. 

FOR A LOAN PACKET 
AND APPLICATION: 

Call 1-800-862-8633 
Email: wmoy@gbgm-umc.org • http://gbgm-umc.org/umdf/ 
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Photo/ Art Credits: 4-lllustration by 
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right-Katie Meek • 12, bottom left
James Galbreath, top right-Virginia 
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Lord • 43, left-LIMNS, right-Courtesy 
Connie L. Dileo • 44, left-Richard Lord, 
right-Cassandra Heller. 

Errata, July-August 2007 issue: On the map spread, 
pp. 24-25 in the July-August edition, the Oneida UM( 
in Oneida, Wisconsin, and the Phoenix Native American 
Ministries Fellowship in Tempe, Arizona, should hove 
been included on the map and on p. 26 as well. 
In addition, Arizona, Illinois, and Delaware were 
misspelled on the map. Our apologies. The correct 
map may be viewed on our website, 
http://resources.gbgm-umc.org/ nativeamericanmop/. 

The 
Advance 

&0th 
Anniversary 

Look for the special 

New World 
Outlook 

issue featuring the 
60 Years of Hope 

through the Advance. 

November-December 2007 
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OFFICIAL liNITED METHODIST 

2008 Program Calendars 
Now 

Available! 
+ Eight convenient 

designs to choose from 
+ Great leadership tool 
+ Features Global' Health 

Your Best Source to Find: 
+ Liturgical colors 
+ Lectionary readings 
+Special Sundays information 
+ Addresses and phone numbers 

Order Your Copy Today! 

To order by: 
Telephone or to charge to your credit card, call toll free: (888) 346-3862 
Online: www.umcom.org/store/http://www.umcom.org/store/ 
Fax: (615) 742-5499 
E-mai l: csc@umcom.org 
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GIVE A GIFT THAT 
CHANGES THE WORLD. 

Gifts that serve others show our concern for the family of God. 
They are a way for you to be there and be hope for tens of 
thousands. Here are ideas from UMCOR's wish list. 

Three Ways to Give 
In Church-Place your gift in the offering plate at any United 
Methodist Church. 

By Mail- Send your gift to UMCOR, PO Box 9068, New York, 
NY 10115. (Please include the UMCOR code number on the 
memo line of your check.) 

Online-Visit givetomission.org . UMCOR is part of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

$50.00 Help a refugee return home or find safety in a new 
location (UMCOR #982540). 

$100.00 Give a gift to UMCOR! The One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering is UMCOR's backbone. It allows us to keep 
our promise of sending 100% of designated gifts 
entirely to the program you name. Give at any time 
of the year! 

$200.00 Provide shelter for a family displaced by an earth
quake or flood (UMCOR #982450). 

$500.00 Help give children clean , safe schools in Afghanistan 
(UMCOR #602225) . 

BE THERE. BE HOPE. 

United Methodist Committee on Relief • General Board of Global Ministries • 475 Riverside Drive, Room 330, New York, NY 10115 • 800-554-8583 • umcor.org 


