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Lighting the Way for Children 
An extraordinary coincidence became apparent as we gathered the 
stories for this issue of New World Outlook. As the articles arrived, I b. 
noticed the names of the ministries in many of these articles contained 
the words "light," "day," or "sunrise." We sought to present a wide 
variety of ministries from several areas of the world, looking at differ-
ent cultures, environments, and physical circumstances. Yet one over
riding theme came through: ministries that reach homeless and 
orphaned children are ministries of light. They reach into lives that 
exist in very dark places and open the curtains. THE 

In Tallinn, Estonia, The United Methodist Church calls its min
istries with street children "Lighthouse Ministries." The acronym 
AREGAK, for the UMCOR microcredit loan program in Armenia, 
means "sun." The name of the Methodist/Lutheran orphanage in 
Uruguay is "Sunrise House." In Cambodia, the children's ministry is 
"Light in the Dump Sites." As Kelli Williams, the spiritual life director 
at Alaska Children's Services, explained to reporter Beryl Goldberg 
when she lit a candle for worship: "It's the flame of hope that we have 
to rekindle; make it burn bright so they [the children] may have a 
brighter future ." 

"You are the light of the world," Jesus boldly proclaims to crowds 
of people who have gathered to hear him in Galilee (Matthew 5:14). 
Not the sun, but you are what lights up the world for people-or 
plunges them into darkness. 

When I became a parent, I slowly realized the awesome responsi
bility God bestows on parents to raise children in a way that extends 
the love of Christ to them, filling their lives with light. Is there any task 
more sacred for a Christian? How can children accept Jesus as the light 
of the world if they never experience the warmth and brightness of 
that light? And what of those children who have no parents? Whose 
responsibility is it to light the way for them? In the churches of Eastern 
Europe, whose people were told for 50 years that such children were 
the responsibility of the state, not the church, a call has awakened to 
seek out and minister to homeless, parentless children. 

In this issue, you will read about the darkness that many children 1 

face without the protection and love of parents. Although The United 
Methodist Church does not encourage the sponsorship of individual 
children in its ministries, it does provide many ways for congregations 
to become involved in ministries that reach out beyond their sanctuar
ies into the dark streets to light the way for children. Around the 
world, the church has embraced Jesus' proclamation to be the light for 
children. Let your light so shine. 

Christie R. House 

[I To Give to the Advance: 
For United Methodists: Make out the check to your local church and write the Advance name and code number on the 
check. Give your gift to your church treasurer so that your local church and annual conference con receive Advance 
credit. Outside UM channels: Make the check payable to "Advance GCFA" with the project name and code number on 
the check. Send the check to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. To contribute with o cred
it cord, coll 1-888-252-6174. All Advance projects ore also eligible for Supplementary Gifts through United Methodist 
Women's giving channels. Supplementary Gifts 1;1re given through the UMW treasurer. The Women's Division will honor 
the designation. 
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STORY BY CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

PHOTOS AND INTERVIEWS BY RICHARD LORD 
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s 
Chirpo Makowi Fan
dera is just 50 years old. 
She lives with her family 
in the Glenview Falls 
section of Harare. She 
cares for 25 children in 
her home, six of her own 
and 19 "dumped" kids. 
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"I don't know who their par

ents are," says Fandera. The police 
bring them here, the welfare office ' ~ 
brings them here." The "dumped" c 
kids were dumped on the streets 

e1 

01 
by their HIV-positive parents or 
by teenagers who couldn't care 
for them, explains Farayi Tiriwepi, 
a community-based health-care 
worker with the Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children (OVC) project 
of Africa University and the 
Zimbabwe United Methodist 
Church. When the police or the 
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Harare social welfare office pulls e 
kids off the street, they try to find 
people who will car.e for them. 

Fandera has cared for orphans 
since 1991. "I think God shall make 
one of these kids I'm caring for a 
doctor or a prime minister," she 
says. She earns money to feed the 
children by selling soap and fire
wood. Her youngest son also pro-
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vides a little income to help. She 
doesn't have the money to pay their 
school fees. The OVC project can 
help with that. 

rare. Shamiso Mangongo, an admin
lildre istrative assistant with OVC, says 
fher that the government pays only the 
d" k( fees for "level A" schools in urban 
heir I areas. In order for their children to 

attend school, rural families must hep 
pay school fees, buy uniforms, pay 
into building funds, and buy 

, school supplies. This can add up to 
;e~t about $1000 a year. The OVC pro-
~'t gram helps orphans, the majority 

of whom have lost their parents 
to the AIDS virus, meet the require
ments to attend school. 

ms 

I pr 
nd 

The OVC program specifically 
targets AIDS orphans who need 
help with school fees, food, and 
health-care, the top three priorities. 
Case workers with the program 
spend much time in the communi
ties talking to the children's care
givers and school officials to 
identify the children in need and 
help provide for them. Sometimes 
they need clothes, shoes, or soap; at 
other times, medical care. At pres
ent, they have close to 400 registered 
in the program. 

Opposite, p. 4: Privilege has been cared for by her grandmother, Endime, since her 
parents died. She attends school and helps with household chores. Drought destroyed 
Endime's maize crop, which she normally grows on her acre of land. They have no ani
mals, "not even a chicken," says Endime. Left: A child fortllnate enollgh to attend school 
discusses work with his teacher in Clare, Zimbabwe. Above: An orphan in Edinah, 
Zimbabwe, is held by an older sibling. Often, older children assume responsibility for 
younger siblings when their parents die. 
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Clockwise from above: Transportation in Edinah, Zimbabwe; One in five children is an 
AIDS orphan in Zimbabwe; Chirpo Makowi and some of the 25 children she cares for in 
her home in Harare; the OVC program provides uniforms, shoes, schools supplies, and 
school fees so that AIDS orphans can attend school in Clare, Zimbabwe; children attend
ing Clare School. 

The $3 million startup grant for 
the program came from a US fami
ly that was moved by the plight of 
AIDS orphans in Zimbabwe. At 
present, there are about 1 million 
in Zimbabwe alone. That is one in 
every five children. 

11 Are there many women like 
Chirpo Makowi, who will take 
children off the streets like this and 
care for them," Richard Lord asked 
Farayi Teriwepi. "Yes," she said. 

"Yes there are. Because of the 
HIV I AIDS pandemic, we have a 
lot of these ladies who have been 
touched by the plight of the chil
dren and they volunteer their 
homes and whatever else they 
have to care for them." 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook. Richard Lord is a 
freelance photographer from New York 
City based in Virginia. 



To hear Richard Lord's interview with Chirpo Makowi, go to http://gbgm-umc.org/nwo 

Who is responsible for 
the children in Zimbabwe? 

We asked Irene Kabete, a pastor in the Zimbabwe Annual Conference, 
how children are cared fo; in Zimbabwe when their parents are no 
longer around. 

Rev. Kabete: In the Zimbabwean culture, an orphan is anyone who has 
lost one or both parents. If the father is dead, then the child is an 
orphan, though its mo'ther may be alive and caring for it. Traditionally, 
if a man dies, his brother is responsible for the surviving wife and chil
dren-he inherits them-but this custom is no longer followed by many 
in Zimbabwe. If a mother dies, the children are more likely to end up on 
the streets, since a surviving mother will try to care for them, but a 
surviving father is less likely to do so. 

We have street children in Zimbabwe. When I was pastor of 
lnnercity United Methodist Church in Harare, I worked with them all the 
time. Some were on the streets because they had no one; their parents 
were dead . But some had parents, or more likely stepparents who 
abused them, so tney preferred to live on the streets . Some runaways 
had no good reason for being on the streets. They saw their friends there 
and joined them. 

In Zimbabwe and in most of Africa, the family is responsible for a 
child who has lost parents. But our family is a great extended fam ily, so 
grandparents or relatives on either the mother's or father's side may take 
the child . The state has nothing to do with raising the children; it does 
nothing . In larger cities like Harare, the village can't be depended on 
either. It is not the same dynamic, but definitely the extended fam ily is 
counted on to care for the children. 

At lnnercity UMC, I started a feeding center at the church for street 
children. But then there were so many coming, the chu rch couldn't han
dle them all, so I went to the conference center in Harare to talk about 
their needs. Between the bishop's office and the Women's Desk, enough 
money was offered to buy a huge tent to set up the feeding station, but 
we had no room for it, so it was set up at the conference center. 

We counseled the children and in many cases were able to reunite 
them with their parents. Sometimes that involved counseling the parents 
as well. We'd promise to pay the school fees if they stayed home and 
stayed in school. For those who had no parents or who were not able to 
return home, we'd try to put them in an institution dose to the church to 
remove them from the streets. On Sunday they would come to church. I 
baptized about 40 of them. Our goal was to get them off the streets. 

The Rev. Irene Kabete, a GBGM director, is currently studying for her 
MDiv from Drew Theological Seminary in Madison, NJ, and working at 
Park Avenue United Methodist Church in New York City. 
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11111•• he adolescents 
sit quietly. One 
strums a guitar. 
They sing and 
then there is a 
time for prayer if 
they wish. To
night they don't 

show how troubled their lives 
have been. 

Children 6 to 18 years old may 
be placed at Alaska Children's 
Services (ACS) rather than being 
hospitalized or jailed. A number 
of them have come from such 
institutions. Fifty-six live on two 
campuses in Anchorage, Alaska, 

· and another 70 are in foster care in 
the area. An estimated 90 percent of 
them have been physically abused 
and 50 percent sexually abused. 
Some have abused drugs or suffer 
from fetal alcohol syndrome. Some 
have committed violent crimes or 
are sex offenders. "They have had at 
least five other out-of-home place
ments prior to coming to ACS," 
according to an ACS brochure. 
Indeed, Kelli Williams, the Spiritual 
Life Director of ACS since 1999, has 
her work cut out for her. 

"Spiritual life is an everyday 
thing," Williams said. The success 
of the Alaska Children's Services' 
program is due to its holistic 
approach toward the mind, body, 
and spirit in every aspect of the 
program. Spirituality permeates 
the program, from meals to devo
tions to recreational activities. 
Williams assesses new residents as 
they arrive to learn about their 
spiritual beliefs. She believes help
ing the young residents develop 
their spiritual side will help them 
rebuild their lives and discover the 
part of them that is not broken, to 
create stability in their lives . It's "a 
ministry of loving and caring," not 
a typical youth ministry, which 
"tends to be a fellowship of like
minded individuals." She plays a 
major role in helping her charges 

to change the paths they've been 
on, " to learn how to value who 
they are." Some of the students 
were quoted about the program in 
the ACS newsletter, Kueuit. One 
said during the exit interview: 
"Spiritual-life activities are cool, 
and it's been beautiful." Because 
spiritual-life activities are volun
tary, there is no nagging, no 
demand to go to church. "They are 
invited," says Willliams. And this 
contributes to their success as well. 

Jesse Lee Home 
Alaska Children's Services began 
in 1890 as the Jesse Lee Home, an 
orphanage. It was sponsored by 
the Methodist Church to provide a 
home for Aleut orphans. The 
General Board of Global Ministries 
continues to support ACS in vari
ous ways. The home has been at 
various locations over the years, 
the last move coming after the 
earthquake of 1964, when the 
buildings of ACS sustained exten
sive damage. 

The center receives support from 
other denominations, as well, 
including the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America, the Disciples of 
Christ, and the American Baptist 
Church. Part of Williams' work is to 
maintain relations with these 
denominations for ACS. 

Children's Services Today 
The ACS campus consists of sever
al small cottages, so it doesn' t feel 
"institutional." It's surrounded by 
woods, where an occasional moose 
may amble by: not unusual in this 
part of Alaska. The staff tries to 
create a homelike atmosphere. 
Before the family-style meals there 
is a moment of silence, part of the 
mission of including spirituality in 
daily life. About 40 percent of the 
teens are native Alaskan. Most of 
the youth are Christian but some are 
also Jewish, Muslim, unchurched, 
or Wiccan (a polytheistic religion 

A prayer garden on the grounds is based 
on traditional native prayer, which is 
made in seven directions, representing 
the creator's omnipresence. 

inspired by nature and pre
Christian Western European beliefs, 
whose central figure is a mother 
goddess). 

The language of spirituality is 
universal, encompassing all reli
gions, but because they are of dif
ferent religions, the children have 
different names for the Holy One. 
Devotions and storytelling hours 
are times when the groups meet 
with Williams. These are occasions 
of gentle respect and quiet medita
tion. Devotions are held once a 
week for each group. A sense of 
quiet reverence permeates the 
room in spite of the short attention 
span many of the children have. 
Williams lights a candle and 
invites God's presence. "It's the 
flame of hope that we have to 

Sweat lodges are heated using lava rocks 
on a wooden stove. Water is poured on 
the hot rocks to create steam. Sweat lodges 
have been used by native peoples as places 
of spiritual and physical cleansing. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2005 9 
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rekindle; make it burn bright so 
they may have a brighter future." 

Sometimes they sing, with one 
of the youths drumming or strum
ming on a guitar. There are four 
choices for prayer: silent, out loud, 
a written prayer from the prayer 
bowl that can be read to the group, 
or "pass." This illustrates a cardi
nal principle of the spiritual
life program: no coercion. Some 
youths have plastered the walls of 
their rooms with these prayers. 
Devotions last for about 20 min
utes. They are another reminder 
that prayer can be a daily activity, 
not just on Sunday afternoon. On 
Sundays, Williams leads chapel 
services. 

Storytelling time is another occa
sion for the groups to meet. 
According to Williams, it's a way 
for everyone to feel loved and cared 
for. On a recent visit, Williams was 
reading The Hobbit to a small group 
because some were at school. A few 
of the boys had learned to crochet at 
a youth detention center from a 
group of women called the "cro
cheting grannies." During story
telling time, they sometimes nap 
under the blankets they've made 
for themselves. 

One young man has been hard 
at work crocheting a comforter as a 
birthday present for his mother. 
They've also baked cookies during 
story time. 

Service to others is a crucial ele
ment of the program. The students 
learn that they have a lot to give. 
Some work at the Humane Society, 
caring for dogs and feeding them 
dog biscuits, which they made 
themselves. They grow vegetables 
and donate them to a local com
munity food bank or a soup 
kitchen. These are just a few of the 
service projects. 

'Round the Clock Help 
Kelli Williams is part of a large 
team at ACS that is available to the 

A moose frequents the grounds of Alaska Children 's Services in Anchorage, but he left 
enough produce this year for the children to sell. They decided to send the proceeds to help 
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. 

children at all hours for counseling 
and support. Because of the serious
ness of their problems, the residents 
receive extensive supervision and 
therapy. A number of them are on 
medication. Williams meets with 
the director and staff nurse of ACS 
to discuss overall objectives and 
"look at the big vision." She also 
meets with the house staff of each 
cottage. A clinical therapist and psy
chological treatment counselors are 
on duty in each of the cottages 
around the clock. Staff members try 
to be aware of and deal with 
problems that arise in the lives of 
their charges. Counselors inform 
Williams of problems. She strives to 
help them come up with an appro
priate response from a spiritual 
perspective. One young woman 
released rose petals in memory of 
her mother who had died. 

Williams assisted one young 
man to come to terms with his 
beliefs. His father, a Christian, had 
beaten his mother, supposedly 
because she wasn't Christian. The 
boy now hates Christianity and 
identifies with his mother's Wiccan 
religion. He asked for Williams' 
help in coming to terms with his 
history. He decided that ocean 
music enabled him to meditate, 
which brought him a measure of 
peace. A Costa Rican boy from a 
Catholic family feared he was pos-

sessed. Williams arranged for a 
Spanish-speaking priest from the 
Cathedral in Anchorage to meet 
with the boy. The priest helped him 
realize he wasn't possessed, which 
made him feel he was set free. 

For a young Jewish resident, 
Williams worked with the rabbi of 
a local congregation so that the boy 
could honor the anniversary of his 
father's death in the Jewish tradi
tion. Another boy's best friend 
committed suicide and, at first, he 
didn't want to deal with his spiri
tual life at all. As a native Alaskan, 
he wanted only to . fish and hunt, 
which he couldn't do while at 
ACS. Eventually, he and Williams 
hit upon the idea of building a 
small raft and writing a poem to 
attach to it. He plans to send it out 
to sea when he can. 

Uniquely Alaskan 
The Native Alaskans have special 
considerations. They crave the 
foods they grew up with: whale, 
walrus, seal, and fish processed in 
the traditional way. These are not 
available in Anchorage. They have 
experienced racism and abuse as 
well as isolation. Alcoholism is not 
uncommon. They internalize the 
negative aspects of their environ
ment. One girl "just hated being 
'native,' and she said it again and 
again," Williams said. "Through 
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talking with her group, she came 
to embrace being lnupiaq. In place 
of her very low self-esteem, she 
came to love herself. " The girl 
graduated, went home, and is now 
doing well. 

With ACS programs that 
respect and value their skills, 
native Alaskans come to value 
them as well. For a talent show, a 
15-year-old Yupik student taught 
his housema tes to dance and sing 
in the Yupik language-a real chal
lenge, since it includes clicks and 
throaty sounds. Before he did this, 
he was severely depressed, almost 
catatonic. The group performed 
and received a standing ovation. 
These are "stories of hope, of 
God's ever-loving presence," 
Williams said. "You're a child of 
God, and it doesn't matter where 
you've been." She doesn' t inquire 
about the children's histories 
unless she feels it is necessary. She 
doesn't want to prejudge them. 

A recent addition to the campus 
is a new sweat lodge, which 
Williams describes as a physical and 
spiritual womb. In the lodge, they 
create steam by pouring water over 
hot stones and then perform a tradi
tional indigenous ceremony. The 
previous directors of Spiritual Life, 
GBGM missionaries Kevin and 
Carol Seckel, introduced this con
cept as part of an emphasis on 
incorporating and respecting native 
Alaskan tradition. Before the new 
lodge was built, they used to hang a 
tarp over a jungle gym and heat 
stones. They had to cancel if there 
was a problem with the air quality 
or if it was a windy day. 

Outside guests come periodical
ly to tell their stories. A Cherokee 
potter, Mary T, was recently sent 
from Tennessee by The United 
Methodist Church to teach the res
idents how to create pottery using 
traditional techniques. Learning 
pottery changed Mary T's life. 
Williams said: "Mary T didn't feel 

Kelli Williams, the Spiritual Life Director at Alaska Children's Services. 

she had any talent or purpose or 
anything to share with the world. 
She didn't know she had a creative 
bone in her body, but then she 
picked up a piece of clay and 
found this incredible world. This is 
a great lesson for the kids: keep 
trying things." Mary T and the stu
dents spent three hours together 
creating pottery. She came back the 
following week after the pot., had 
dried. Together, they dug an open 
pit and with careful supervision 
began a fire. The pots were fired in 
the pit for more than eight hours. 
The students went back and forth 
gathering wood from the sur
rounding forest, bringing it to the 
fire, then turning the pots in the 
hearth so they would fire evenly. 

Many people are invited to 
ACS: athletes, politicians, and 
those whose lives provide inspira
tion or who possess skills they 
want to share. 

Seeing the residents leave can 
be hard for Kelli Williams. She 
watches parents drop off their chil
dren and say good-bye. Since she 
now has a child of her own, she 
feels the separations even more. 
"It's hard to imagine what a family 
must have gone through to get to 
this point," she says. "It's always 
good when they can go home to 
their biological family." Some 
don't go home. They may be mov
ing to another treatment facility or 
back to jail or a foster home or, 
down the lme, back to ACS again. 
And some of the 18-year-olds 
choose to join the army. But 
Williams knows she has been part 
of a very positive experience that 
will become a source of strength in 
the children's lives. 

Beryl Goldberg is a freelance writer 
and photographer living in New York 
City. 

Two Advance Specials support Alaska Children's Services' 
work with children: 
Alaska Children's Services, Spiritual Life, #931435 
Alaska Children's Services, Partnership in Treatment Fund, #931430 
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THE HOMELESS 
OUTREACH, INC. 

Response to Homeless Children 
in the Washington, DC, Area 

he Homeless Outreach, Inc., 
is an independent, Christian, 
nonprofit, interdenomina
tional organization, minister
ing to homeless and needy 
people in the Washington, 
DC, area. We minister to 

the physical and spiritual needs of 
homeless mothers and children 
by supplying clothing, food, and 
spiritual aid. 

Homeless children constitute 40 
percent of the United States' home
less population. Children from the 
shelters are hungry: they are hun
gry enough to crack the hard
boiled eggs that they have just 
dyed and cram them into their 
mouths without waiting for the 

by Carol Leo 

dinner that is on the way; hungry 
enough to push their way into the 
kitchen, which is off limits, to ask 
for seconds. They may be insecure 
and more fearful than the average 
child. Simply telling a child from 
the shelter that he or she is "out" in 
a game can produce hysteria. 

Children who've lived in shel
ters are sometimes slightly out of 
touch with typical American tradi
tions. At an Easter party that The 
Homeless Outreach held, one 10-
year-old boy looked at me in hor
ror as I smiled and invited him to 
dye the Easter eggs. "I don't want 
anything to die," he said, as he 
slowly backed away from me and 
headed for his mother. 
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The children of the shelters are 
edgy and there is an underlying 
tension in their relationships with 
each other. If the sibling rivalry of 
a typical family of four children 
living under one roof can be 
intense, then the conflicts that arise 
when 40 to 150 children who are 
strangers to one another and live 
under the same roof can only be 
imagined. Fights are frequent. 

Different Expectations 
Yet children from the shelters are 
quick to respond in love when love 
is given. They are sometimes 
astonished when we give them 
gifts and they express their grati
tude with big smiles and words of 
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thanks. A teenage girl who attend
ed a back-to-school event noticed 
stacks of new backpacks. Her eyes 
got large and she asked, "Are those 
for us?" When I told her they were, 
she said, "Yes!" with joy. This was 
noteworthy because, as a group, 
homeless teens are often more sub
dued than the younger children. 
They are more aware of the seri
ousness of the situation and their 
status among their peers. (Shelter 
children are expected to attend 
school, even though their year will 
probably be disrupted often, with 
spotty attendance.) 

Exposed to harsh realities 
beyond their years, homeless chil
dren in America often have a dis
torted relationship with adults. One 
day, a three-year-old girl came run
ning into the cafeteria where we 
were working with other children 
and adults one evening. She was 
crying. "I saw a mouse on my bed 
and he bited me," she said. The 
other children and adults didn' t 
seem the least bit moved by her dis
tress, and before we could respond, 
the child ran away. She didn't 
respond when we called her. 

Shelter Shortage 
In that particular shelter, which is 
designated as an adult facility, chil
dren are officially not allowed to 
stay, but because of a shortage of 
shelter space in Washington, they 
end up here anyway. In the case of 
children, having a roof over their 
heads rather than living on the 
street is considered the lesser of 
two evils. Living in close proximi
ty to street-hardened adults takes 
its toll . The girl bitten by the 
mouse, like many other children 
in that facility, had no trust in or 
respect for adults. 

Shelters set up for families pro
vide a more wholesome environ
ment, but getting into one is not 
easy. There are waiting lists for all 
shelter spaces. Families consider 
themselves fortunate to be admit-

Events like this relay race provide children with activities and the attention they need 
from their parents and shelter workers. 

ted into a shelter. Family shelters 
are often equipped with small 
apartments so that families can do 
their own cooking. They are seen 
as stepping-stones to more perma
nent housing. 

One facility originally designat
ed as an emergency shelter 011..ly in 
winter has become one of the 
largest, year-round shelters in the 
city. Since this shelter was for one-

• night stays, the small single bed-
rooms are not appropriate for whole 
families for extended periods of 
time. But because of the space short
age, families en up staying there 
for six months or longer. There is 
even a waiting list for this "waiting 
list" shelter. The alternative is to live 
in a car, an abandoned building, or 
perhaps from house to house as 
friends or relatives share their 
homes for limited periods of time. 

Although the maximum length 
of time designated by the local gov
ernment for a family to stay in a 
family shelter is 90 days, many of 
the families end up staying in these 
facilities for much longer periods of 
time. Despite their best efforts, par-

ents are unable to find work or get 
into subsidized housing programs 
within 90 days. Their delay in mov
ing causes those in crowded shelters 
to be delayed in tum. 

Everyone Working Together 
The Homeless Outreach, Inc., 
exists to bring hope and encour
agement-through the gospel 
message and demonstrations of 
Christ's love-to the lives of 
homeless children and adults in 
the Washington, DC, area. In 
Washington, DC, as in other parts 
of the United States, only 4 percent 
of homeless children are unaccom
panied minors. In winter, when we 
have blanket distributions on the 
streets, it is only adults who show 
up . Homeless children are typical
ly in shelters and with a parent. 

Throughout the year, we have 
events and monthly workshops 
that help needy children and par
ents living in shelters. Christians 
from all walks of life and denomi
national backgrounds work to
gether in obedience to Jesus' 
words in Matthew 25:37-40: 
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"Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungn; and gave you food , or 
thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you? " And the king 
will answer them, "Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me." 

Anyone Can Lend a Hand 
Groups as diverse as a puppet 
team from Lincoln Park United 
Methodist Church; a Master's 
Commission Youth Team from the 
Church of God; a hunger task force 
of youth from many denomina
tions, called Harvest of Hope, who 
come together annually under the 
Society of St. Andrew; and a large 
group from New Canaan Baptist 
and other Baptist churches that 
calls itself "Just Don' t Do it, Say 
No to Drugs" have all ministered 
at various times to these children 
and parents. This last group was 
an instrument of hope in God's 
hand because it is composed of for
mer drug users, all of whom have 
been homeless at one time, but 
who have had their lives changed 
by the saving power of Jesus 
Christ. They now function as 
healthy, contributing members of 
society. They shared their testi
monies and encouraged those who 
are going through ome of the 
same struggles that they have 
come through. 

Many other churches and organ
izations (such as the National 
Church of God and Believer 's 
Victory) as well as businesses 
(such as the Merito Corporation) 
and individuals contribute to this 
ministry. One of our oldest and 
most faithful contributors is 
Corkran United Methodist Church. 
The congregation has donated 
toys, books, hygiene articles, new 
underwear, socks, school supplies, 

and clothing to almost every out
reach event we have held for the 
last 15 years. 

Responding to Love 
Whatever outreach is planned and 
no matter which churches are 
involved, children and parents 
arrive with excitement and antici
pation. As children enter, they are 
greeted by youth team member 
who strike up conversations with 
them, help them with nametags, 
and show them to their seats (or to 
the playground, if we are having 
our annual picnic). The workers 
are always impressed by how 
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much these children need love and 1 all 
how responsive they are when it i 
given. Although we don' t alway J1l 

see the same children each time, "" 
the familiar face light up in recog- itE 
nition when they see us. They are cl 
quick to come up and give a hug So 
and say, "Hey, I remember you! " as 

Youth workers take the children s c 
for piggyback rides, help them with s c 
their arts and crafts projects, talk to q 
them in encouraging ways, and give e 
them the attention they need. di 

The parents, in the meantime, v 
are encouraged upon arrival to Pe 
"shop" for free for good-quality, Jll€ 

sometimes new, donated clothing Id 
ar. 
t ! 
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of all size , a well as hou ehold 
items on display. The mothers 
from th helters se m relieved a 
we welcome them with love and 
invite them to help themselves to 
the clothing and goods. 

Sometimes the mothers (and 
occa ionally fathers) from the shel
ters com to our events with vari
ous defensive attitudes, but they 
are quick to respond with grati
tude when they receive genuine 
kindness and love. Their children 
are very important to them. 

People from various churches 
come to our "multishelter events," 
held approximately five times a 
year. They share songs, skits, pup
pet hows, testimonies, and the 
Word of God with our guests. The 
helter residents are an apprecia

tive audience. 
Mo t ministry groups conduct 

interactive activities with the chil
dren. As enthusiastic as the parents 
and children are when our min
istry teams perform, there is no 
comparison to the kind of excite
ment generated when they watch 
one of their own children perform
ing a song, acting in a skit, or 
competing in a relay race. It is 
inspiring to see mothers who had 
looked indifferent come to life and 
cheer when their own children are 
excelling in the spotlight. 

People Moving Forward 
A key elem nt in all our outreach is 
prayer. Hundreds of children and 
parents have invited Jesus Christ 
into their hearts. Here is a prayer 
found on a tablecloth after a 
Christmas party: "Dear Lord!!! 
This is Tenisha [not real name]. 
Thank you for today. Wish to live 
and move into another [position]. 
Love you. Amen." 

The mothers and children who 
have attended our outreach events 
and who inform us that they will 
soon be moving into a house are 
ample evidence that where we 
have left off, God has taken over. 

The nature of our ministry 
makes it difficult for us to do fol
low-up, but it is wonderful when 
we are given glimpses into the 
fruits of our labors. One mother, 
who had been in a shelter with 
her two children f r nearly two 
years and had attended all of our 
outreaches, approached us at a 
volunteer-appreciation event. With 
excitement, she said that she and 
her children were now in their own 
place; she was attending college 
and had a "B" average. She pointed 
to her pile of notebooks and back
pack and said that she had received 
those items at one of our back-to
school parties. She let us know that 
the gifts we had given to her two 

children meant so much; the sleep
ing bags we had passed out one 
year had kept her children warm 
in a shelter that had little or no 
heat that winter. This mother 
repeatedly expressed thanks and 
said she and her children were 
attending church services weekly, 
staying close to God. 

Though homelessness is a seri
ous problem in the United States, 
there is still hope. Homelessness in 
America is mainly the result of sky
rocketing housing costs without 
equivalent wage increases, drug 
and alcohol problems, single par
enthood, domestic violence, and 
mental illness. There is a system in 
place for change and life improve
ment. Some of the shelters have 
training centers, classes, and reward 
systems to aid family members who 
are motivated to change. Christian 
organizations like The Homeless 
Outreach, Inc., act as additional 
support systems in the lives of these 
families as they work their way 
through the system. Most impor
tantly, God is concerned and reach
es out in many ways to rescue the 
poor and the needy. 

Carol Leo is the director of The 
Homeless Ou treach, Inc ., in Temple 
Hills , Maryland. 

Left: A young resident of the shelter. . . . 
Right: Cookouts are a means to relieve some of the anxieh; of homelessness through socznl interaction . 
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Tin shack and open sewage ditches illustrate the poor living conditions that prevail in Haiti's Cite So/eil near Port-Au-Prince. 

THE LIVES OF STREET CHIL PORT·AU·PRINCE, HAITI 

by Rachel Mills and Alison Kern 

On a hot day in 1998, a 12-
year-old boy stumbled 
through the gate of Grace 

Children's Hospital in Port-au
Prince, Haiti. Exhausted and ema
ciated, with the reddish-orange 
hair color that is a hallmark of 
acute malnutrition, Gregory 
Adrien could go no further. A 
nurse carried him up to the inpa
tient ward and laid him on a bed to 
be examined. In spite of Gregory's 
suffering, he smiled when his body 
touched the soft mattress. The 
nurse, knowing how miserable he 
must feel, asked him why he was 
smiling. He responded: "This is 
the first time I have ever lain in a 
bed. It's soft. I like it." 

Raised by his father's girlfriend 
since his own mother died when 
he was seven, Gregory was accus
tomed to sleeping on the dirt floor 
of a one-room tin shack in Cite 
Soleil, a 27-square-mile shanty
town on the west side of Port-au
Prince, Haiti's capital. Nearly 1 
million of the poorest of the poor 
reside in Cite Soleil in conditions 
that can only be described as 
deplorable. There is no running 
water, electricity, sanitation sys
tem, or services-open sewage 
runs through the streets. 

Although he had a place to 
sleep at night, Gregory was sent 
out on the streets each morning to 
work from sunrise to sundown 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005 

collecting charcoal, carrying water, 
and scavenging for food. If it was a 
good day, Gregory might get one 
meal consisting of plain spaghetti 
or beans and rice. At times he was 
so hungry that he would drink 
dirty salt water from the ocean. 
Although he knew it would make 
him sick, he preferred that to the 
aching feeling of constant hunger. 

Gregory's life wasn't always so 
hard. He spent the first few years 
of his life growing up in Jacmel, a 
small coastal city on the southern 
peninsula of Haiti. Although every 
day was a fight for survival, as his 
family was very poor, his mother 
loved him and cared for him as 
best she could. Gregory's parents 
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w re not marri d , and his fath r 
did not take an active role in his 
life. When Gregory's mother died, 
his father took him to Port-au
Prin e to live with hi girlfriend 
and h r biological children; but hi 
fath r oon took off again and he 
was left to live with a "family" of 
virtual strangers. Once Gregory's 
father was gone, he wa treated 
terribly by his new 111anman (a 
Creol term for mother) and her 
biological hildren. Thus began his 
life a one of Haiti's estimated 
10,000 street children. 

The Increase of Street Children 
Hard to define and even harder to 
count be ause of their presence 
on th out kirt of society, Haitian 
treet children ha e different lives 

but hare one common denomina
tor: misery. The prevalence of 
treet children in Haiti began to 

increa e noticeably in the mid-
1980s, when large numbers of sub
sistence farmer began migrating 
from rural areas to Port-au-Prince 
in hopes of finding a brighter 
future for their families . When 
their dreams of finding employ
ment and a better life were da hed, 
many could no longer support 
their children and so abandoned 
them or ent them out onto the 
treets to fend for themselve . 

Today thi phenomenon continues. 
According to the best estimates of 
U ICEF and other international 
charities, the number of street chil
dr n currently in Port-au-Prince 
ranges from 5000 to 8000, and the 
number in all of Haiti could be as 
high as 10,000, reports Save the 
Children- Canada. 

Despite increasing numbers, 
however, s treet children remain 
one of the most ignored and 
abu d groups in the Haitian 
ocial structure. Street children in 

Haiti can generally be classified 
into one of two categories. The first 
i composed of completely aban
doned children who literally live 

Gregory Adrien (back row,Jar left) and other form er Haitian street children have found 
refuge and nu rture in /11 ternationnl Child Care programs. 

on the streets, with no place to call 
home. The e children find whatev
er food or shelter they can on the 
street and do not have contact with 
their families. They sleep on the 
street at night in public places, 
often in front of churches, stores, 
lottery shops, or markets. The sec
ond category consist of children 
like Gregory who spend their days 
on the street, scraping out a living 
by foraging and selling scraps, but 
as night falls they generally return 
home. More often than not, they 
live with a family of some type and 
contribute their day's earnings 
(willingly or not) to this family to 
assist in its economic survival. 

Life for a "Restavek" 
The majority of Haitian street chil
dren are boys ecause young 
women and girls ohen get picked 
up as domestic servants, or restaveks 
(a Creole term from the French 
phra e rester avcc, "to stay with"). 
Although Haitian law prohibits 
forced or compulsory labor, the 
government fail to enforce this law 
for children, so the life of a restavek 
is essentially a life of sanctioned 
slavery-an ironic situation in a 
nation initially creat d by a slave 
revolt. Forced into servitude with a 
family often not much wealthier 
than their own, restaveks are made 
to perform the most menial house
hold tasks and generally receive no 
compensation themselves, though 
their parents are usually paid. The 

US Department of State reports: 
"The practice of parents' sending 
their children, mainly girls, to work 
as domestic servants in exchange 
for that child's room and board has 
existed in the country for centuries. 
While many restaveks are well 
taken care of and receive adequate 
care, including an education, a sig
nificant number are subjected to 
violence, threats, and other forms 
of physical and mental abuse." 
Becau e of this, the population of 
street children includes many 
restaveks who were dismissed from 
or fled employers' homes to escape 
a physically and emotionally abu
sive life. Children who are current 
or former restaveks, along with 
other street children, are also at 
higher risk of becoming victims of 
human trafficking for labor or sexu
al purposes. 

Gregory trnnslntes for the Rev. Allen 
Proctor nt St. Joseph 's 20th anniversary 
celebration in jnnunry 2005. 
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Grinding Poverty 
Living conditions in Haiti, particularly for children, 
are nothing short of tragic. Haiti is the poorest 
nation in the Western Hemisphere. Eighty percent 

of Haitian families live in abject poverty, surviv
ing on as little as $1 per day. Basic needs such 
as shelter, food, and education are often 

beyond their means. Although many Haitians 
are very resourceful, the realities of life in Haiti 

are often overwhelming. Many families lack 
access to simple health-care measures such as 

vaccinations, proper sanitation, and clean, safe 
drinking water. The types of social services taken for 

granted in other countries either do not exist or lack the 
resources to operate effectively in Haiti. 

In Haiti, where more than half the population is unem
ployed, for a child to climb out of poverty is nearly 

impossible. Although the Ministry of Social Affairs, a 
government organization, exists to help street children, 
it is not effective in reaching large numbers, mainly 

because of the unstable political and socioeconomic 
conditions that have plagued Haiti for decades. 
Providing care to street children is primarily left to 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and pri

vate institutions. While some children receive 
assistance and care, many more are still left to 
fend for themselves. 

No Place Else to Go 
Children like Gregory Adrien, who live in such 

difficult conditions and close quarters, are also 
at a much higher risk of becoming ill with conta
gious diseases. By age 12, Gregory was severely 
malnourished and had contracted tuberculosis. 

Hungry, sick, and desperate, Gregory didn't 
know where to tum for help, so he decided to 
walk to the nearest public hospital for med
ical care. Unfortunately, public hospitals in 
Haiti admit only those who can afford to pay 

for treatment. Gregory was referred to Grace 
Children's Hospital, a ministry of Inter

national Child Care (ICC). 
Founded in 1967 by a Methodist 

couple, Jim and Virginia Snavley, 
International Child Care is based out 
of Grace Children's Hospital in Port
au-Prince, but its urban and rural com-

munity health programs extend far 
beyond the walls of the hospital into the 

slums as well as remote areas in 
northern Haiti. In recent years, 
ICC has emphasized health edu
cation, disease prevention, and 
battling the HIV I AIDS epidemic, 
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which is e p cially virul nt when 
an HIV-po itive person contracts 
tubercuJo i . 

The 60-bed inpatient ward at 
Grace Children's Hospital is 
re erved for children only and 
treats primarily tuberculosis 
patient , although malnutrition, 
pn umonia, and HIV case are also 
frequently seen there. Because the 
hospital will treat aµyone , regard
less of payment, children are fre
quently abandoned at the hospital 
by parents or relatives who do not 
want to pay for their treatment or 
who ar w1able to continue caring 
for th m . Technically, the hospital 
cannot keep patient once they are 
well enough to be discharged, but 
the s taff at Grace will continue to 
care for a child W1til he or she can 
be placed with relatives or in a 
local orphanage. 

This was the case with Gregory, 
whos urrogate mother and half
siblings never visited him during 
the five months he had been a 
pa tient at Grace or returned to 
claim him when he was ready to be 
discharged . Without relatives to 
claim him or provide the necessary 
paperwork to release him into 
someone lse 's care, Gregory's 
options were limited. Though 
returning to his old life was an 
option, it was unbearable for 
Gregory and the staff member 
who had come to love him as their 
own even to consider sending him 
back to Cite Soleil. 

Afte r Grace, Where? 
The Grace taff d cided to contact St. 
Jo eph's Home for Boys, a ministry 
that brings boys off the streets to 
provide th m with a Christian home 
and family. Special arrangements 
were made, and Gregory went to 
live full time at the boys' home. 

As a member of the family at St. 
Joseph' Home for Boys, Gregory 
has had many wonderful opportu
nities that life on the streets would 
have never presented him. Gregory 

Patrick, Choupy, Fenton, Gregory, Fignole, and Ralph at St. Joseph's Sunday morning 
worship. 

is being educated in a private 
school, has learned to play the 
drums, and performs in the 
Resurrection Dance Theater, a cul
tural dance troupe consisting of 
the boys from the home. Gregory 
has also learned to be responsible 
for doing his fair share of chores, 
such as cooking meals and helping 
clean the house. In addition, St. 
Joseph's Home for Boys rW1s a 
guest house for visitors from 
North America and aroW1d the 
world, giving Gregory an opportu
nity to make and save some 
money. His confidence and pride 
have grown since Gregory started 
working with his "brothers" at St. 
Joseph's and ea ning a weekly 
wage. Gregory is now part of a 
family that works together, plays 
together, prays toge ther, and cares 
for every memb r. 

Seeing the Invisible 
Even with the combined efforts of 
NGOs like St. Joseph's and 
International Child Care, there are 
still thousands of street children 

who will reach adulthood (or die 
trying) without ever having had a 
chance to be a child. They will fall 
asleep on a pile of rags on a dirt 
floor and awake to a world that 
barely acknowledges their exis
tence. It is a grim reality of life in 
Haiti, but thankfully one that has 
not gone unno ticed. Although 
NGOs cannot reach every child, 
they will continue to help as many 
as they can, one by one. As long as 
someone takes notice of them, the 
street children of Haiti will not 
suffer invisibly. 

For more informa tion on 
International Child Care and 
Grace Children's Hospital in Port
au-Prince f aiti, visit our website 
at www.intlchildcare.org. 

Rachel Mills, Commu nication and 
Education Coordinator, and Alison 
Kern , Development Coordinator, are 
members of the International Child 
Care staff in Columbus, Ohio. Keith 
Mumma, ICC's US National Director, 
provided most photographs. 

International Child Care receives support from four UMCOR Advance 
Specials: Grace Children's Hospital (#418520), Child-to-Child Health 
Promotion (#418242), Integrated Community Health (#4 18847) in 
Haiti , and Community-Based Health and Rehabilitation Project 
(#410215) in the Dominican Republic . 
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Children for Peace 
Trainin 

ne young baseball 
player is at bat. The 
pitcher throws a ball 
and the batter swings 
and misses. The bat 

goes flying in the wrong direction. 
Tempers flare. This could lead to a 
fight-or a discussion. 

Thanks to the Children for Peace 
(Ninez par la Paz) program, the chil
dren here will learn to settle such 
disputes peacefully. Pastor Betania 
Figueroa, with the organization 
ALFALIT (Alphabetization and 
Literacy), developed this program 
for youth in the Dominican 
Republic. They are learning how to 
cooperate with each other and not 
resort to violence. Using baseball is 
an excellent way to reach the youth 
of this country, since baseball is a 
beloved national sport. The pro
gram runs a weeklong camp where 
theater, art, biblical texts, and 
games help the children develop a 
different mentality. The program 
also works with students in pri
mary schools and church schools. 

Pastor Betania Figueroa found
ed ALFALIT in the Dominican 
Republic, which organizes pro
grams promoting education and 
literacy. A recent program helped 
adults get their high school 
degrees. ALFALIT also assists peo
ple living in zones where sugar 
cane is grown. The most marginal
ized people of the Dominican 
Republic live in these areas and 
lack basic services. 

story and photos by Beryl Gold berg 

Children for Peace baseball players embrace one another on the field . The good sports
manship skills they learn may be transferred into other areas of their lives. Opposite: A 
team member signals as players walk across the baseball field. ALFALIT provides peace 
camps for existing baseball teams in the Dominican Republic. 

Pastor Figueroa, whose full 
name is Agustina Betania Figueroa 
Rollins, grew up in the Dominican 
Evangelical Church (DEC). Her 
father is also a pastor and her moth
er taught at the Evangelical College. 
Betania Figueroa's entire career has 
been involved with the DEC, with 
whom The United Methodist 
Church partners, and its work with 
poor and marginal communities in 
the Dominican Republic. 

Peace Lessons Through Baseball 
Concerned about the increasing 

level of violence in the Dominican 
Republic, Pastor Figueroa and 
ALFALIT decided to tackle the 
problem head-on. People have been 
moving to the big cities, where there 
isn't adequate housing or work for 
them. Because of changes in 
American laws, great numbers of 
Dominicans have been deported 
from the United States for having 
been involved with drugs or crime. 
Some of these returnees have 
brought back with them a more 
sophisticated level of delinquency 
from the United States. 
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The rise in drug trafficking has 
also led to major changes in the 
society. The Dominican Republic 
has become one of the major trans
shipment centers in the Caribbean. 
Drugs from Sou th America are 
sent to the Dominican Republic 
and then carried into the United 
States. Drugs bring with them 
murder and delinquency at a 
young age. 

For all these reasons, Pastor: 
Figueroa believes that it is crucial 
to develop programs to reach 
young people early. To change 
society requires reaching children 
when their attitudes and beliefs 
can still be shaped. Children for 
Peace sees itself as a multiplicadora 
(a multiplier) . It trains adults who 
work with the children-coaches 
in the neighborhood baseball 
leagues and teachers in the pri
mary schools and Bible schools. 
These adults in turn will train the 
youth with whom they work. 

Working with the baseball 
leagues is an innovative way to 
reach children and teach them per
sonal responsibility. The leagues 
have existed for many years and 
have solid connections within their 
communities. The Grupo Patria 
Mellia team is 26 years old; the 
Robinson de la Cruz team is eight 
years old. Because the men who 
founded these teams care for both 
baseball and their communities, 
they are very much in tune with 
the young members of their teams' 
becoming "agents for peace." This 
can only strengthen their commu
nities. Figueroa's group received a 
donation of baseball equipment, 
including gloves, balls, shoes, and 
catcher's equipment, that she gave 
to the teams. 

The workshops for the adult 
coaches and teachers began with a 
conversation about how society is 
organized. Jose Rafael Pegero, a 
sociologist and Director of Pro
grams for ALFALIT, led these work
shops. One of the questions was: 
What are the institutions that aid in 
the peaceful resolution of conflicts? 
Then the groups worked together 
to seek answers and think of what 

they could do to bring peace to 
their world. The workshop organ
izers then assisted the leaders in 
adapting the discussion themes to 
the needs of their own organiza
tions. Everyone realized that when 
conflicts arise, they can be resolved 
peacefully. 

Beryl Goldberg is a freelance writer 
and photographer in New York City. 

Peace Camps 

ALFALIT planned and organized the first camp for peace in the summer 
of 2001 . The organization was inspired by the United Nations General 
Assembly, which declared the years 2001 to 2010 to be the International 
Decade for the Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the children of the 
world . The camp for 50 children, aged 6 to 12, ran one week and had four 
themes all linked to the central concept of peace education: citizenship 
formation , religious formation, artistic expression, and recreation. 

Good citizenship was the first theme. The children were encouraged to 
think about good citizenship and how to live in peace. Puppets and ani
mated stories were used to present situations that would lead the 
children to discuss their own ideas and consider how they relate to their 
schoolmates, family, and neighbors in a peaceful, caring way. 

The second theme was religious formation . The organizers believe that 
for a culture of peace to flourish, a spiritual base is necessary. Each day 
began with worship, using a biblical text relating to the theme of peace. 
Presentations were made appropriate to the age of each group. Hymns, 
prayers, and question-and-answer sessions followed. The Christian edu
cation group Alianza Pro-Evangelizaci6n del Nino (APEN) organized 
these sessions. 

The third theme was artistic expression . A children's art teacher helped 
children explore a.ld develop their ability to express themselves through 
art and to think of how to create a peaceful world . At the end of the camp, 
there was an exhibit of the children's art. 

The last theme was recreation. The children learned games that encour
aged the group to develop a sense of cooperation, rather than using force or 
violence to solve problems. The emphasis was on games that did not stress 
winners or losers. Such games, once played in the Dominican Republic, were 
an important means for the transmission of positive values in the culture, but 
they've since disappeared from daily life. They reinforced the concept of get
ting along and cooperating with schoolmates. 

The first camp experience was a success, and another session for 
coaches and teachers will be held soon . The General Board of Global 
Ministries gave $2000 to the Children for Peace program, and local 
companies and organizations also contributed . The discussions with the 
children showed they could be motivated; they learned to think of peace 
as a necessary social value. The organizers researched the community in 
which the camp was held so they would be able to fine-tune the camps 
that would follow. Pastor Figueroa and ALFALIT are working to obtain 
further funding so that the work may continue. 
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Martin [not his real name] came to 
our Lighthouse Care Center when 
he got very hungry. His mother 
had left him when he was just a 
couple of years old. The boy lived 
with a mostly absent father. His 
father's girlfriend was an alco
holic. When the father ended up in 
prison, the woman turned to pros
titution, and Martin found himself 
on the streets of Tallinn, where he 
stole, drank, and smoked. He did
n ' t go to school and slept wherever 
he happened to be. With us he 
found more than food, clothing, 
and a shower-he found compas
sion and care. He began to develop 
physically and mentally. We dis
covered he was quite musical and 
quick to learn languages. Today 

he is baptized, has given up many 
bad habits, and envisions a future 
for himself that he couldn' t imag
ine before. 

Maria [ not her real name] came to 
us after she was raped by her 
mother's boyfriend. Her mother 
was aware of this but blamed her 
daughter for what happened, so 
Maria felt entirely alone with her 
shame and distress. She became 
psychologically unstable, no long
er attended school, and lost her trust 
in all adults. Eventually, she learned 
to trust one staff member at our 
center and confided in her. Together 
with the social workers, we worked 
out a program for her that included 
treatment in a psycho-neurological 
hospital. Today, Maria is a stable 

and joyful teenager who is actively 
involved in one of our programs, 
has made a good friend here, and 
manages at school quite well. 

The Route to ·the Streets 
Martin and Maria are just two of 
the children with whom we work 
at the Lighthouse in Tallinn, 
Estonia. These children and 
teenagers are from broken homes: 
often they don' t have a father, and 
sometimes they don' t have a moth
er either. Some who lived with an 
alcoholic and / or violent stepfather 
experienced abuse. Parents whose 
children end up living on the 
streets are unable to care for their 
offspring for a variety of reasons. 
Some are poor, antisocial, unable 
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to cope with ocial pressures, 
unemployed, overworked, or siln
ply careless. Sometimes children 
do not have enough food at home 
or decent clothing. 

In some cases, children on the 
streets are brought to us by social 
workers from the city's social 
department. In other cases, the chil
dren themselves invite other chil
dren, which happens· with families 
that live in the city illegally. The 
city's social department does not 
have any records of these families. 

Lighthouse Ministries 
We work together with the muni
cipal government, organizations 
for child protection, police, hospi
tals, and churches. Our ailn is to
find ways to help families, but too 
often the families don' t want any
one to intervene. Undocumented 
immigrants are afraid that they 
will be deported. Our center tries 
to create a network that gives sup
port to the child, helps with educa
tion, and especially exposes the 
child to different alternatives in the 
world, where there is care, love, 
and joy. We offer children various 
activity groups where they can 
learn skills and develop trust. We 
also tell them about the Bible and 
Christian principles. 

Lighthouse Care Center was 
created in 2001 as a United 
Methodist initiative in Estonia. 
Today it is sponsored by various 
United Methodist churches in the 
United States, the local municipal 
government, and other sources. 
Seven staff members and a number 
of volunteers contribute their time, 
expertise, and energy for the chil
dren. The center has worked with 
60 children, but on a normal day, 
we work with 20 to 25. 

Mall Tamm is the director of the 
Lighthouse Care Center in Tallin n, 
Estonia, a ministry of The United 
Methodist Church in Estonia. 

Street Children in Eastern Europe 

A number of United Methodist leaders in Eastern Europe weighed in 
with their opinions on the definitions, causes, and church responsibilities 
regarding street children. 

Bratislava, Slovak Republic 
An abandoned child is considered to be an orphan in the Slovak Republic. 
It well may be that his/her parents are still living. 

Street children are not a real problem in Slovakia. Abandoned children 
are public welfare cases and are placed into so-called "children's homes" 
run by the state. There are approximately 5000 children in the children 
homes of Slovakia: 

The UMC in Slovakia helps orphans in several children's homes through 
Christian programs of word and deed. Our congregations and individu
als prepare programs for children's homes on special occasions 
(Christmas, Easter, VIM-team visits) . The most systematic work is in Sered, 
supported by United Methodist churches in the United States over several 
years. Programs often involve the distribution of various gifts to children 
(such as Bibles, books, clothing, and school supplies) . 

Novi Sad, Serbia/ Montenegro 

Submitted by Superintendent Pavel Prochazka 
for The UMC in the Slovak Republic 

State and government institutions or social centers are responsible for 
homeless children here. Sometimes the children live in orphanages, but 
they can be placed with families who are willing to adopt children and 
care for them until their 18th birthday. 

State institutions are good at resolving the problem of homeless and 
orphaned children and we as the church can do only so much to improve 
the whole issue. We can only offer humanitarian aid to the social centers 
and orphanages from time to time, which is what we have done for the 
past 10 years. 

Before World War 11 , The United Methodist Church in (then) Yugo
slavia opened an orphanage, but it was nationalized and the children 
at the time were placed in state orphanages. 

Budapest, Hungary 

Submitted by the Rev. Jormilo Kalka 
for The UMC in Novi Sod/ Serbia-Montenegro. 

Orphans in Hungary live in state-run orphanages. However, this kind of 
preparation for life is poor, and children who leave the orphanage upon 
their 18th birthday often end up on the streets. They get some financial 
support from the state, but they were never taught how to deal with 
money, and they may lack fundamental (moral) values. 

Street children are not necessarily orphans! But because of structural 
changes in Hungarian society and a growing number of unemployed 
people, there are more and more children and teenagers living on the 
streets ( 12 percent, according to a recent statistic) . 

Submitted by Ms. Chris tiane Hecker 
for The UMC in Budapest, Hungary 

The above statements were gathered by Urs Schweizer, assistant to 
Bishop Heinrich Bolleter, and Ullas Tank/er, GBGM Executive Secretary 
in Mission Contexts and Relationships, Europe Desk. 
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UMCOR's AREGAK Program 

Im rovin 
or You 

Qpportunif ies 
zn Armenia 

story by Katie Henneman • photos by Zaven Kachikian 

Young women work as weavers in a new business created by a small A REGA K loan in 
Armenia. 
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In 1997, the Armenia office of the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) established the 
Sustainable Guaranteed Agricul
tural Assistance for Women (ARE
GAK) program to give women the 
opportunity to take out small loans 
to establish or grow small busi
nesses. The goal of the program is 
for women to increase their fami
lies' incomes and well-being by 
selling goods. 

After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, unemployment was high 
and there were few opportunities 
for women to access microloans 
without exorbitant interest rates, 
particularly in rural areas. The 
AREGAK program uses the group
solidari ty lending methodology 
established by the Grameen Bank 
in Bangladesh in the 1970s; instead 
of collateral, a Guarantee Group, 
established by several women in a 
community, takes on the responsi
bility of all members' individual 
loan repayments. 

AREGAK, which means "sun" 
in Armenian, has grown to operate 
in nine regions of Armenia and 
four regions of Nagorno-Kara
bakh, a disputed region over 
which Armenia and Azerbaijan 
went to war between 1991 and 
1993, which still lack a final peace 
agreement. Today, 10 service cen
ters providing financial services t 
over 450 rural and urban commu-
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Loans made to Armenian women allow them to establish small businesses such as fish 
smoking (top), baking (above) , and weaving (rigl1t) . 

nities across Armenia have extend
ed more than 90,000 loans for a 
total value of over US $45,000,000. 
The repayment rate of these loans 
is a noteworthy 98 percent. 

The loans have a big impact on 
the lives of the recipients and their 
families . Able to purchase equip
ment, livestock, and materials or 

hire additional workers, loan 
recipients can establish and grow 
small businesses. After selling 
their goods and covering basic 
household needs, recipients use 
the additional family income to 
pay for health and education or to 
cover other expenses for families 
and children. The types of busi-

nesses AREGAK women run vary 
widely, from selling handicrafts, to 
opera ting sundry stores, to baking 
bread, to smoking fish (as these 
pictures of AREGAK beneficiaries 
show). Loan recipients sometime 
include family members in the 
opera ti on of their businesses. 

Children and youth across 
Armenia have benefited greatly 
from the additional income avail
able to their families, thanks to the 
AREGAK program. In November 
2004, UMCOR Armenia awarded 
university scholarships to the chil
dren of AREGAK loan recipients, 
paid for with AREGAK 2003 pro
ceeds. Thirty-three students from 
across Armenia received these 
awards, based on an evaluation of 
need and educa tional achieve
ment; 71 percent of recipients were 
young women. The scholarships 
allowed the students to pay for 
their universi ty tuition fully or 
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partially for the 2004-2005 educa
tional year. Because of the success 
of the AREGAK scholarship pro
gram, plans are under way to 
repeat the program the next school 
year and increase the number of 
scholarships awarded. 

During the summer of 2005, 
AREGAK scholarship students 
from rural areas had an additional 
opportunity to take part in a capac
ity-building seminar, with support 
from the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). The overall goal of the 
project was to develop the stu
dents' skills in the areas of demo
cracy, civil society, rule of law, and 
healthy lifestyles. These topics are 
not part of the curriculum of most 
universities but are very important 
for the young citizens of Armenia. 
In addition, the seminars provide 

challenging skill sets that are not 
usually available to rural students. 
Twenty-four students participated 
in the seminar, which UMCOR and 
OSCE developed jointly. 

AREGAK's remarkable success 
has prompted UMCOR to begin 
the process of registering the pro
gram as a local institution. In 
this way, AREGAK will be able 
to provide credit assistance to 
Armenians and opportunities to 
youth long after UMCOR's work 
in the country is done. 

Katie Henneman is a Program Asso
ciate for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief operations in 
Europe and Asia. Gohar Grigoryan and 
UMCOR staff in Armenia also con
tributed to this article. Zaven Kachikian 
is a professional photographer in Ar
menia who volunteered with UMCOR. 
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Hurricane Katrina 
Hurricane Katrina brought catastrophe to Louisiana 
and Mississippi. Eighty percent of the southeastern 
part of Louisiana was flooded, resulting in more 
than 1100 deaths. In Waveland, Mississippi, the 
Southeastern Jurisdi<;tion's Gulfside Assembly was 
destroyed. Gulfside, a historical institution, opened 
in 1923. In early years, Gulfside operated a "Poor 
Boys' School," provided Gulf Coast lodging for 
African Americans, and served as a meeting place for 
black and white Methodists during a time of racial 
segrega tion. When Katrina struck, Gulfside was a 
conference and retreat center. 

Leggett Memorial and St. Rock United Methodist 
churches in Biloxi, Mount Zion in Delisle, St. Paul in 
Pass Christian, and Safe Harbor in Escatawpa were 
also destroyed. Standing United Methodist churches 
in Mississippi became shelters for evacuees. 

UMCOR is calling for Health Kits, School Kits, 
and Flood Buckets. For information, visit 
http:/ /gbgm-umc.org / umcor / print / kits or call the 
Sager Brown Depot at 1-800-814-8765. Donations can 
,be made on line at www.methodistrelief.org or by 

iii , calling 1-800-554-8583. Make checks to UMCOR, 
designated for Hurricanes 2005 Global, Advance 
#982523, and place in offering plates or mail to 

· UMCOR, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068. 
, According to the Rev. John Moore, director of 
I Connectional Ministries for the Mississippi 

· Conference, the traumatic stress caused by the disas
"ter also needs to be addressed. 

Katrina Relief Across the Connection 
Aid for survivors of the disaster has come from 
churches in Africa and Korea . Children at Reeves 
United Methodist Church in war-devastated 
Monrovia, Liberia, collected US $20 to donate to 
the children of Louisiana. The Liberian Annual 
Conference sent $500 to support UMCOR's hurricane 
relief effor ts. 

Funds from The United Methodist Church of Cote 
d'Ivoire will be channeled through UMCOR. Africa 
University in Mutare, Zimbabwe, donated 15,000 
sheets and pillowcases for evacuees in Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 

The Methodist Church of Korea sent $50,000 to the 
UMCOR Advance and Methodist Women in Korea 
sent an additional $5000 to assis t women and chil
dren affected by the storm. 

Jeff Pruett, the Mississippi Annual Conference coor
dinator for UMCOR, said, "The response of _the [United 
Methodist] church has been the face of grace in action." 

Famine in Niger 
In Niger, in western Africa, UMCOR has partnered 
with Swiss Interchruch Aid to feed 97,100 starving 
people. The child mortality rate is currently 262 
deaths for every 1000 births. Drought and locust 
infestation have devastated fields and crops. 
UMCOR Advance #101250 provides funding for 
Niger relief. 

Sager-Brown Continues Aid to World 
The UMCOR Depot at Sager-Brown escaped the two 
Gulf Coast hurricanes with only minor damage. It 
shipped out thousands of flood buckets, health kits, 
and school kits for evacuees. Meanwhile, Sager-Brown 
continues to ship supplies worldwide to UMCOR's 
field offices and other areas requesting relief. 

DEATHS Florence Bain, retired missionary with 
nearly 10 years of service in Sarawak, died December 
27, 2004 ... John W. Garrison, retired missionary with 
33 years of service in Brazil, died February 18, 
2005 ... Anita B. Eppley, retired missionary with near
ly 6 years of service in Bolivia, died March 5, 
2005 .. . Robert Maring, retired missionary with 13 
years of service in Pakistan, died April 1, 
2005 ... Almeda Brandt, retired home missionary with 
8 years of service in the US, died April 2, 

2005 ... Eileen King, retired missionary with 32 years 
of service in India, died April 4, 2005 ... Bill M. Kent, 
retired missionary with nearly 10 years of service in 
Bolivia, died April 30, 2005 ... 0mar L. Hartzler, retired 
missionary with nearly 21 years of service in 
Democratic Republic of Congo, died May 4, 2005 ... 
Lester Finley, retired missionary with 12 years of serv
ice in India, died May 8, 2005 ... Mildred Black, retired 
missionary with 37 years of service in Liberia, died 
May 10, 2005 ... Kathryn Esterline, retired deaconess 
with 39 years of service in the US, died June 10, 2005. 

United Methodist Bishop J. Alfred Ndoricimpa, 
who served the East Africa Conference, died in 
Nairobi, Kenya, on July 29. He became the first bish
op of the Evangelical Episcopal Church in 1980 and 
led negotiations for the Evangelical Episcopal Church 
to join The United Methodist Church, forming the 
Burundi Annual Conference in 1984. 
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hen I asked 
the Nicara
guans about 
my Spanish, 
the response 
was always 

the same: enough. You speak Span
ish well enough. 

But what plagued me through
out the two months of my 
short-term volunteer trip was an 
overwhelming sense that I was 
not enough. And not just my 
Spanish: nothing I had to offer the 
community seemed to add up to 
more than a grain of sand in a 
nearly empty bucket. There was 
just too much work to be done. 

I was in Nicaragua with the 
Global Justice Volunteers, a pro
gram under the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church. The program 
sends out young people in small 
teams to work with organizations 
worldwide that are struggling for 
social justice in their communities. 
I was sent to Sahsa, Nicaragua, to 
volunteer for two months with 
Acci6n Medica Cristiana (AMC), a 
Christian ecumenical group 
focused on community health. 

As I soon discovered, AMC had 
taken on the mission of improving 
health conditions for the poorest of 

two regions: the Pacific and 
Atlantic coasts. Of the two, the 
Atlantic coast has more poor peo
ple; the overall poverty rate is 82 
percent, with over 80 percent earn
ing less than a dollar a day. 

AMC had seven different proj
ects in communities along the 
Atlantic coast, providing potable 
water and supplying medicines to 
the public at a reduced cost. The 
infant and maternal mortality rates 
have already dropped significantly. 

Fitting In 
So where was I supposed to fit in? 
I saw that AMC was doing a lot of 
good work, but why did God want 
me here? What could a gringa who 
had only two months and spoke 

Spanish just well enough possibly 
do? 

"We want you to work with the 
children." 

I was sitting in the AMC office, 
glancing over the wall of statistics 
and feeling very nervous about 
having to work in Spanish for the 
next two months. The man talking 
was Jose Delores, the coordinator 
of the Sahsa project whom every
body addressed as Don Jose. "We 
don' t have the funding to work 
with the children as we used to, 
and there is a great need. The vol
unteers who come after you can 
continue your work." 

So I began working with the 
children. And there were a lot of 
children. Half of Nicaragua's pop-

the poor. Nicaragua is divided into The lush, green countryside of Sahsa, Nicaragua. 

Always Enough 
Reflections of a Global Justice 

Volunteer in Nicaragua 
story and photos by Meredith Wende 



ough po hilation is under the age of 15, and 
Work . 1 good deal more are under 20. 

Wl !fhere were children everywhere: 
Naiting for me when I came down 

~AMC ·e:o ea t br akfast, wa tching me as I 
1 

of st<\ ~ ooked over books in the office, fol
'rvo I • us u:owing me as I went on walks. ) . h arus f They adopted me quickly, and 

l(t wasn' t long before I never w nt 
o·mywh re alone. I loved pending 
}-:ime with them, learning their 
lt~ames, and visiting their houses. 
rl ut the way they treated each 
toJ th r broke my heart. These kids 

eed. T ihvere rough, drawing a fuzzy line 
fter yo anJetween playing and fighting. 

~e 

fheir hits and pinches hurt me, 
he10 , o I was furious when I would 
otturn around to ee a five-year-old 
1p- ' 1 tea rs because of the actions of an 

Jlder ibling or playmate. 
One afternoon it became too 

nuch. I had already been tackled 
:wice and my nerves were on edge. 
[lost it when I had to rescue a little 
5irl from the unwanted physical 
play of several older boys and 
fina lly ordered everybody out. 
They figured I was eriou (I had 
tarted muttering in English-usu

ally the first sign), so most began 
to make their way toward the gate. 
One little boy didn' t want to go, so 
his big brother tried to pick him up 
and carry him out. By the time I 
made my way to the scene, they 
were poised with rocks raised, dar
ing each other to do something. I 
wres ted the rocks away and held 
the younger kid down. 

"Look, it's okay. Just leave him. 
Go home," I told the older boy. 

The younger boy never did go 
home that day. I spent an hour it
ting on the porch and staring at the 
ky, trying to figure out what in the 

world God was thinking when he 
ent me to Nicaragua. 

Just Love Them 
I poured my heart out to my moth
er one night during our weekly 
phone conversation. "Mom, I just 
don't know what to tell them. I've 

• ' '• • F 0.. - • 0 ... . '_,_ ~ • ' 0 • / ... ~ •• ~' ... . .0- • 

never been where they ar . I've 
never been hit in my life. I never 
learned to hit oth r people." 

My mother chuckled softly. 
"Meredith, I used to be exactly 
where they are right now.;' I had 
forgotten that my mother was one 
of those miracle stories, climbing 
her way out of an impoverished, 
abusive family to earn a college 
degree, accept Christ,.and raise her 
children in a loving, nurturing envi
ronment. "And I can tell you that 
despite the violence and poverty, 
God is all the more loving and 
powerful. Just love them, sweetie. 
God will take care of the rest. " 

Love them? I already loved 
them! I wanted to get them out of 
their situation. I wanted to take 
them all back home and put them 
in good schools and tell them all 
what incredible kids they were. 
Love just wasn' t going to cut it. 

Germ and Soap 
I put on a series of programs cover
ing topics from basic health to non
violence to abuse. They were seri
ous topics that I picked on pur
pose, hoping to make the kids 
think about their situations and 
what they could do to improve 
them. I was convinced that God 
had put me there to elp the kids 
think seriously about themselves 
and their future . 

God had other plans. 
"We want to play Germ and 

Soap !" I looked down at the group 
of six-year-olds clinging to m y 
waist. Germ and Soap was a varia
tion of freezetag I'd used during 
the health program that apparently 
caught on. A t one point, there were 
70 kids running around the yard of 
the AMC house, chasing each 
other and screa ming, Microbial 
Microbial (germ! germ!) at the top 
of their lungs. Don Jose walked out 
of the office and stared. I hid in the 
classroom. 

So we played Germ and Soap at 
almost every program. And then it 

was Simon Says, and then the infa
mous day I introduced them to 
wa ter balloons. I began to spend 
far more time playing than work
ing, at times dragged to the park 
by as many as 50 kids to play a 
Spanish version of "Duck Duck 
Goose." At least once a week we 
went swimming in the river, where 
I found myself beset by masses of 
children who wanted to be dunked 
or launched off my shoulders. 
Little by littl , I began to under
stand that their refusal to concen
trate on serious subjects was not 
necessarily a failure on my part: 
they were having fun and nobody 
was crying. 

In the Arms of Love 
As I was working in the office one 
day, a quiet four-year-old girl wan
dered over to me and perched her 
head on the edge of my desk. I rec
ognized her as one of the children 
who spent more time at AMC than 
at her own house. I was apparent
ly able to sa tisfy her curiosity 

Children in Salisa play in the local swim
ming hole. 
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Inset: Jose Delores Lechado, Coordinator of AMC Snhsa Project, and Meredith Wende, a GBGM Global Justice Volunteer; 
Above: At the Sahsa Elementary School, students pe1form the Hokey Pokey. 

about me just by sitting there and 
returning her gaze, so I did, and 
she eventually wandered out 
again. 

For almost a week we repeated 
the ritual daily: just looking at each 
other. I eventually began ruffling 
her hair, tweaking her nose
things you do with a four-year-old. 
She became bold enough to hold 
my hand, and then to tickle me, 
and finally to crawl into my lap 
and demand attention (which, like 
all irresistible and adorable chil
dren, she knew she would get). 

We developed a game: she 
would stop moving and close her 
eyes. I would catch my breath and 
lament dramatically, "Oh no! She's 
dead! She really died! What am I 
ever going to do? How am I going 
to continue this now pointless exis
tence?" After sufficient weeping 
and wailing, I would tickle her back 
alive and then rejoice for the miracle 
of her life-until she died again. 

She never tired of it. 

One day, she had just been res
urrected and was refusing to leave 
my papers alone. I caught her arms 
and held her down. "That's it. 
You're my prisoner. You can never 
escape. Never never never." I 
wrapped my arms around her and 
held her tight. "What are you 
going to do about it?" 

She snuggled into my shoulder 
and looked up, grinning as only a 
four-year-old can. "Nothing." 

Enough Grace 
Perhaps it shouldn't have made 
me catch my breath. 

And perhaps it wouldn't have 
made me catch my breath if I had 
not recently found out that her 
mother had left her at birth with a 
family that had four other children 
and not enough food or clothes for 
everybody. She had lived the first 
few years of her life underclothed 
and underfed, raised mainly by her 
nine year-old sister. The family was 
known for sending the older chil-
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dren to school with visible bruises. 
I held her close and rocked her, 

terrified for her future and wonder
ing who exactly I was supposed to 
hold responsible. Her mother? Her 
adopted family? Her society? Her 
government? My government? 

But in truth I wasn't thinking 
about any of those things. I was 
praying with all the honesty I 
could muster for this one little girl, 
one of thousands who started life 
with the statistics against them. 
And perhaps the only reason I did
n 't cry was because I knew in some 
secret place in my heart that the 
God I prayed to-the God whom 
I'd come to know as powerful, 
merciful, compassionate, and ten
der, whose grace is somehow 
always enough-loved her even 
more than I did. 

Meredith Wende served as a GBGM 
Global Justice Volunteer. She is 
presently studying for her M.Div. at 
Duke University in North Carolina. 
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URUGUAY 
HOME OF THE SUNRISE 

story and photos by Cassandra Heller 

The warm fire, the warmly dressed children 
reading and playing, and the aroma of the 
roasted chicken being cooked by the older chil
dren for the others at Hagar El Amanecer 
(Sunrise House), the Lutheran-Methodist 
orphanage in Montevideo, contradicted the 
lasting images in my mind of children who per
formed juggling acts in the streets for money or 
encircled me in the streets to give them change. 

An estimated 62,000 children in Uruguay are 
working on the streets, orphaned, or being 
forced into prostitution. One out of two chil
dren live below the poverty line, and six out of 
10 children are born into the slums as a result of 
Uruguay's most dramatic economic crisis in 
history. 

Ju t a few days before I arrived at Hagar El 
Amanecer, I was in the car with Stella Bolioli, 
wife of Oscar Bolioli, president of the Evangel
ical Methodist Church in Uruguay. I watched as 
a child stepped in front of a four-lane-highway 

traffic light and began to juggle tennis balls. 
Another child across the street had dropped 
one of his balls and had gone racing after it, 
dodging the moving cars when the lights 
turned green. Meanwhile, Stella reluctantly 
gave the child coins. She explained that she 
usually keeps food in her car to give to the chil
dren because they will use the money for drugs, 
particularly glue, which they sniff. 

She said that many poor families encourage 
their children to go to work on the streets. The 
money their children make, which is about $38 
(1000 pesos) per month, helps the families to 
survive but keeps the children out of school. 
According to the United States Embassy's 
Human Rights Report of February 2005, an NGO 
called the Boy and Adolescent of Uruguay 
(INAU) provides $38 food vouchers each 
month to parents who agree to take their 
children off the streets and send them back to 
school during the year. 

Right: School children in Ya<:are, Uruguay; Hogc.r 
El Amanecer orphanage volunteer Fabian Fann , 
from Germany, holds one of the chJa~ Below: 
Children in the Bella Union slum. 



A street child in the 
Bella Union slum out

side Montevideo. 
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Since the 1980s, the number of street chil
d ren has increased dramatically because of 
Uruguay's recent economic crisis. Eighty-five 
percent of street children migrate from the 
slums to the city-center to earn money for 
themselves or for their families by performing 
street acts, selling mints or candies, or washing 
car windows. According to UNICEF's recent 
statistics, approximately 50,000 children 
between the ages of 5 and 17 were working or 
had been working at the end of 1999. 

Araceli Ezzatti, a pastor of the Iglesia 
Evangelica Metodista Uruguay, said that the 
government's programs and the NGOs are 
known to lack the efficiency and coordination 
needed to help the children. "We have the most 
critical situation of poverty ever seen in this 
country," said Pastor Ezzatti. The state has dif
ficulty coping with the newly displaced middle 
class and lacks community centers, parks, and 
effective feeding programs. Pastor Ezzatti said 
that the nation's food programs are ineffective 
because, when the poor receive the food, they 
immediately sell it to others. 

"The churches," Pastor Ezzatti continued, 
"are taking steps to address the poverty." In 
addition to Methodist institutions, such as the 
orphanage, the Iglesia Evangelica Metodista 
Uruguay carries out a feeding program every 
Saturday, feeding 180 children. Providing 
lunch, the church teaches the children about 
issues such as pregnancy prevention and gives 

them the opportunity to ask questions. The d P 
feeding program, as an evangelical mission, ' ect 
encourages the parents' interest in the church. s e 
Until the government is capable of helping the 
poor, the Methodists are working hard to make 
all of the difference they can. 

Luis Russo, president of Hogar El Amanecer 
for the past two years and a former director, has 
taken the responsibility of caring for 25 
orphaned children in Montevideo. As I watched 
the children laugh and play around me, Russo 
explained that they try to keep it as much like a h< 
normal household as possible. "We don't want ke 
the children to feel abandoned for a second 1 errr 
time," said Russo, "so we try to maintain a sys- e o: 
tern that resembles a family." The orphanage is em 
designed to keep siblings from being separated ph; 
from each other. With the exception of one child, • pla 
all of the children staying at the orphanage are 
brothers or sisters. The children normally stay 
until they are 18 or, if they are studying, they 
may stay until they are 21. 

The directors, Estrella Benech and Yose-Luis 
Echeverria, serve together as the "mother" and 
the "father" of the orphanage. One child told 
Benech, "I know that you are not my mother, 
but you are my mother-in-love." Today, they 
have a capacit)r for 30 children, but because of en.' 
the economic crisis, they do not have enough spa 
funding to provide for five more orphans. e o 

Even though the orphanage was founded the1 
and is supported by both the German Lutheran lies 

A 

(Pages 32 and 33 bottom, left to right): Yose-Luis Echeverria and Estrella Benech, who serve as lzouse parents in the 
Hagar el Amanecer orphanage, stand with two of "their children "; the building that houses Hagar el Amanecer; school 
children walk down a road in their village. 
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and American United Methodist churches, the 
directors had decided, when the orphanage 
was established 48 years ago, to teach the chil
dren with an American Methodist perspective. 
Funded by the German government, a new 
building replaced the 100-year-old former one 
a year ago. The children are taught by a 
Methodist pastor from a nearby church. They 
attend Sunday school and participate in many 
church activities. 

The German volunteers, who work in the 
orphanage in place of state military service, 
take news of Hogar El Amanecer back to 
Germany. Fabian Fann, who guided me around 
the orphanage grounds, was one of two young 
German volunteers currently serving the 
orphanage. "He was not part of the church," 
explained Russo, "but after seeing our work 
here, he told me, 'Now I believe in God."' 

As two small siblings, Victoria and Gabriel 
Rodriguez, were playing with Fabian, he 
explained to me that the children wake up at 
6:00 every morning and are expected to 
do chores before they go to school. "We have 
chores," said Fabian, " that teach them basic 
skills of survival." The children learn how to mo

1 

·, 

ay, { plant and grow vegetables and fruits in the gar
cau f den. The orphanage is in the process of building 
eno 1 a sports field to promote the physical health of 

!11S. the children. It is equipped with a piano and 
fo l , other musical instruments as well as art sup
,uth 1 plies for the children. 

According to UNICEF's recent statistics, the 
dropout rate among youths aged 15 to 19 from 

1 
the poorest households in Uruguay is about 48 

percent, whereas the dropout rate fo r teens 
from the richest households is about 9 percent. 
Hogar El Amanecer ha helped children stay in 
school while also implementing the basic sup
port an average child needs at home. The envi
ronment of the orphanage not only prepares the 
children to support themselves when they leave 
but also prepares them emotionally and spiritu
ally for life on their own. 

Today, four children are planning their 
caree:r:s after they leave the orphanage. "One 
wants to be an engineer," said Russo, "one 
wants to be a baker, another a carpenter, and 
another a professor of biology." 

Because of the united efforts of the 
Methodist and Lutheran churches, 25 children 
have been saved from exploitation and abuse, 
starvation and malnutrition, the drug trade, 
petty theft, and prostitution. The children have 
had the chance to become what they dream. 

Before I left the orphanage, I was shown a 
room with two cribs that are vacant but will 
soon receive one-year-old twins. Two more 
lives are waiting to be saved out of approxi
mately 62,000. This small institution cannot 
overturn the tumbling economy of Uruguay 
and the increasing number of the poor, but at 
least it has made a beginning, providing the 
light of hope for a few abandoned children. 

Cassandra Heller served as an intern with New 
World Outlook in the summer of 2005. She is a 
student at Boston University studying English and 
philosophy. 
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A New Start for 

CAMBODIAN 
STREET 

CHILDREN 

by 
Clara Mridu la Biswas 

Through vocational training at an 
NGO, Khemera Ny (center) was 

able to secure employment at a 
res taurant and hopes to someday 

own his own eating establishment. 

"Let the children come to me." These are the very words 
of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. We often say that Jesus is 
the friend of children, but do we really help children 
understand that Jesus is their friend? 

A
round the markets in 
Cambodia, street chil
dren abound. Groups of 
street children have 

defined territories, and when a 
group encroaches on another 's ter
ritory, fights resµlt. 

How Did You Get Here? 
In interviews with some children 
I've met, they gave the following 
as reasons they stay on the streets. 
1. Their parents left to work some

where else. 
2. They were mistreated by their 

parents, so they ran away. 
3. Their parents were too poor 

and could not feed the family. 
4. They were told by their parents 

to beg to support the family. 
5. Their parents died of malaria, 

HIV I AIDS, or dengue fever. 

A Success Story 
Khemera Ny, about 13 years old, 
comes from a broken family. He 
has one brother and five sisters. 
Their mother left them. Their 
father is a farmer who cannot pro
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·1 Street children often sleep on 

pieces of cardboard on the pave
ment. They beg for their living or 
sometimes have odd jobs, like 
cleaning cars or shining shoes. 
Some sell newspapers or gather 
recyclable products from the 
garbage to sell. Some of the chil
dren resort to stealing. Others are 
forced into prostitution for a few 
dollars from foreigners. You can 
see them on the streets, openly 
inhaling drugs, like rugby, a toxic 
inhalant made of paint thinner. 
Nobody cares for them. They are 
shooed away from restaurants 
when they beg for leftovers. 

vide for all of them. There were 1 

times when they ate just one air 
meal a day. They live in Po Thrnei rot 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2005 



Village, ay Rieng Province. 
Khem ra and hi older brother 
came to Phnom P nh to find a 
pla e to live and work to support 
the family. For a long time, they 
l pt here and there, where er 

the could r t for the night. 
omehow, through other treet 

children, Kh mera and hi brother 
f und out about the ·orphanag in 
B ding, wh re many treet chil
dren had found a plac to live. 
Th y approached the taff and 
dir ctor to a k if they could live in 
the orphanage while trying to find 
job . For a couple of months, they 
Jived h re. Khemera 's older broth
er found an GO (nongovernmen
tal organization) called Friend- -

WO , International, which is a ociated 
with the United Nations. The 

~Sll ' organization provides vocational 
1i[d 1 training for treet children. 

Sin 1994, Friends-In ter-
na tional ha offered creative and 
exciting re ponses for working 
with children, their families, and 
their communities in Southeast 

ia and b yond. It has developed 
project worldwide for and with 

hil 1 treet children, attempting to rein
J01 ' tegrate them into society. It works 
sir with treet children from a <level-

.. opmental and sustainable perspec
tive in accordance with the 

y r Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (U - RC) . 

Khemera started going to public 
cru chool with th help of the United 

Methodist Mis ion. Khem ra's 
father was sick o often that the two 
brother could not earn enough to 
upport thems lve , their father, 

and the re t of their family. Hi 
brother, in order to make more 

iS mon , wanted to quit studying to 
find a job. If the children finish 
Grad VI, UMM can give them 
vocational training. Khemera wa 
able to fini h Grade VI, proved him

year , he worked with Friends' 
re taurant, which gave him the 
xperience he needed to work at 

other re taurants. 
Now Khemera i arning about 

$100 a month . He i very happy 
becau e he can end money to his 
younger siblings. Khemera 's dream 
i to have his own restaurant. 

Other Helping Organizations 
Other nongovernmental organiza
tions help the street children that 
United Methodi t Mission sup
ports. Among them is the 
Vulnerable Children Assistance 
Organization (VCAO), which pro
vides school and voca tional train
ing for homele s and poor chil
dren. UMM network with VCAO 
by providing scholarships to 
deserving children who work in 
dumpsites and· wl o otherwise 
could not continue their studies. 
We also provide English classes 
and Sunday school classes, teach 
them gospel ong and drama, cel
ebrate Christmas programs, and 
take them on educational field 
trips. 

The second main organizd ti on 
that we work with is Mith Sam-

lanh, a member of the Friends
In terna tiona I Street Children 
Network supported by UNICEF. 
Founded in 1994, this is a program 
for street children and their 
familie and communities. Mith 
sam lnnh i Khmer for "close 
friends. " A Cambodian, nonparti
san, nonreligious, nongovernmen
tal organization, Mith Samlanh 
works with treet children in the 
capital city, Phnom Penh, and in 
Kampong Speu and Kampong 
Cham Provinces, with outreach 
activities in all provinces in 
Cambodia. The vision of Mith 
Samlanh is for Cambodia to be a 
country in which no children are 
forced to live on the streets. Its 
objectives are to reunite children 
with their families and enable 
younger children to enter the pub
lic school system. Mith Samlanh 
aims to support older children 
who are seeking gainful employ
ment and reintegrate them into 
their culture as active citizens. It 
also provides business opportuni
ties for children, including a 
restaurant where they are em
ployed and trained. 

Mith Samlanh has 13 inter-

e I elf, and wa recommended for 
e training at the GO wher his 
•i I brother wa trained . After two GBGM missionnry Clara Biswn works with Cnmbodinn street children . 
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linked projects with 230 Camb
odian staff, helping 1800 children a 
day. It supports various NGOs and 
government programs throughout 
Cambodia, Pakistan, and Thailand 
to start effective street children 
projects. For its work, Mith 
Samlanh has adopted the UNICEF 
definition of street children. 

Street-Living Children: children 
who cut ties with their families 
and live alone on the streets. 
• In Phnom Penh: 1200 per day 

(Mith Sarnlanh survey, June 2001) 
• 20 percent girls 
• Mostly 12 to 18 years old 
Street-Working Children: chil
dren who spend all their time or 
most of their time working on the 
streets to provide income for their 
families or for themselves. These 
children have a home to return to 
and do not usually sleep on the 
streets. 
• In Phnom Penh: 10,000 to 20,000 

children (depends on definition) 
• 50 percent girls 
• Mostly 6 to 15 years old 
Children of Street-Living 
Families: children who live with 
their family on the streets. 
• In Phnom Penh: from 500 to 1500 

(depends on situations in the 
provinces) 

• 50 percent girls 
• All ages 

It is a challenge for Mith 
Sarnlanh projects to offer services 
that are exciting, useful, and rele
vant so that the children will 
decide to leave street life. 

The United Methodist Mission, 
through its Community Develop
ment Program, networks with the 
nongovernrnent organization Cam
bodia Light Children Association 
in the slums and the Vulnerable 
Children Assistance Organization 
(VCAO), which works directly with 
street children. 

VCAO is a nonprofit non
governmental organization estab-

Khemera Ny (in red) with a few other former street children training at the Mith Samlanh 
Friends' restaurant. 

send them to train with other 
NGOs to acquire vocational skills 
that will help them make a living . 
When they stay with us, we pro
vide them with English and 
Khmer lessons. 

0 

d 

lished in 1994. This organization 
was created by a group of post
.Khmer Rouge orphans out of their 
concern for other abandoned and 
homeless younger children left to 
fend for themselves. These chil
dren are often neglected by society 
and have no one they can tum to 
for help. Because of extreme 
poverty, they are at risk for labor 
exploitation and child-sex traffick
ing. Some children are forced into 
prostitution for their own survival. 
This puts them at great risk for 
HIV/AIDS. 

Clara Mridula Biswas is a Christian e 
missionary from Bangladesh, assigned 

UMM helps children by provid
ing support for nutrition, school 
supplies, and health care. For those 
who don't want to go to school, we 

by the United Methodist General 
Board of Global Ministries as a 
Community Worker in Cambodia. She 
started the "Light at the Dump Sites" 
program last summer. The ministry 
offers scholarship and nutritional sup
port for 20 students, along with a 
c~urch school program for additional j o 
children on Sunday afternoons in a 
classroom provided by VCAO. 

Proposed Strategy: Year One, Phase I 
1. During the first year, we will have fellowship twice a week with street 

children in Phnom Penh to encourage them to get to know each other. 
2. Organize a venue for sharing their experiences. 
3. Help them understand that people are concerned about their welfare. 
4. Provide them with medical and health care. 

Proposed Strategy: Year One, Phase II 

1. Provide educational classes for children four days a week. In our 
English and vocational classes, we recruit volunteers to gather the child
ren for fellowship and games and train the children to become 
teachers. By Phase II , if we ore successful, the children themselves will 
teach English and vocational classes. 

2. Organize workshops that enhance their skills in art, music, cooking, 
and housekeeping. 

3. Sponsor musical contests, soccer, swimming, and other activities that 
interest children. By the fourth year, those who land jobs will be 
encouraged to return to their families . The program will continue with 
the younger children . After the evaluation of the project, the vision of 
bringing street children into a loving shelter will be reassessed. 
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BY KAREN VO-TO 

Hung Nguyen became a home-
less boy not long after his tenth 

birthday because his family was 
poor and could not care for him. So 
he left his hometown of Can Tho 

.I and hitchhiked to Saigon. Living on 
·1 1 the streets was tough: "When I felt 
Ii l hungry I would beg for food, and 
!1 I when I felt sl~epy I would sleep 

a under any bridge or in a comer of a 
1 e market. In order to survive, I tried to 
; " do many things on the street: shoe 
1 y shining, street vending, begging, 

•- and selling lottery tickets. One time, 
: a I was forced by older kids to steal a 

motorcycle in Le Loi Street and was 
unfortunately caught by the police, 
who beat me nearly to death. Then 
my friend told me how the 
Methodist shelter helped him." 

At the Method.st shelter, there 
were people who helped him to 
study basic academic subjects and 
the humanities and gave hi1n voca
tional guidance so that he could 

, have better relationships with his 
family and society. Their motto is 
to "help street children study basic 
subjects, receive vocational guid
ance, develop good moral stan
dards, and integrate into the 
community and society." 

Life in Vietnam 
Vietnam has a total population of 
83 million, 30 percent of whom are 
from ethnic minority groups with
in the country. Over 90 percent of 
people living in poverty are in 
rural areas. Their situation is exac
erbated by unfavorable geographic 
conditions and a poor infrastruc
ture and they have limited access 

-- -
Street children in Vietnam struggle to make a living on the streets. 

to sources of information about 
capital and technology. The reality 
of national economic development 
hinders their self-enterprise. Rural 
people who move to the cities lack 
the necessary knowledge and 
skills to work in urban areas. 
Single women, female-headed 
households, and families with dis
abled members suffer the most. 
Children of migrant families are at 
higher risk of being exposed to 
various forms f abuse and 
exploitation on the stree ts. 

Why Children Live on the Streets 

Key factors: 

1. Poverty-in a 2001 survey, 78 
percent of Vietnamese children 
left home because of poverty; 

2. Parents seeking jobs in the city; 
3. Neglect and abandonment 

(including neglected children 
from wealthy families in which 
money substituted for affection); 

4. Domestic violence (these victims 
are the most vulnerable group 
of street children, often from 
broken or dysfunctional families 
in which their parents may be 
gamblers, or addicts of drugs or 
alcohol) . 

Activities at the Methodist Center 

Education 
Children learn to read and write so 
they can transfer to a public school 
to finish their primary education. 

Vocational Guidance 
The center provides training in 
sewing, hairdressing, cutting and 
styling hair, drawing, woodwork
ing, housekeeping, and carpentry. 

Socialization 
Organized times of play and relax
ation are provided for children after 
a week of work, including activities 
they enjoy doing. Celebrations of 
Christmas, Vietnamese New Year, 
and Easter, as well as meetings and 
campouts, help children experience 
the fullness of life. 

Health 
The center cares for and follows up 
on the health of the children. If 
children are seriously ill, they are 
sent to a hospital. 

The Rev. Karen Vo-To is a GBGM 
missionary assigned to Southeast Asia. 
She works with her husband, the Rev. 
Ut To, to recruit and train people 
interested in pastoral ministry. 
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The Plight of Indian 
Street Children 

di 
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by Dorothy Sampath Kumar 

T. Raja, a former 
rickshaw driver in 
Bangalore, became 
a Christian. While 
driving through 
the city, he would 

see people lying on 
the streets, weak, 
hungry, abused, and 
sometimes men
tally ill as well. 
Moved with com
passion, he began 
to take a few into 
his own house 
and to bathe, 
feed, and clothe 
them. Soon his 

small house was 
crowded and he 

housed some of 
them in an old van, 

parked outside his 
house. After a couple 

of years, India Campus Crusade for a: 
Christ heard of his work and gave ere 
him a piece of land and a building rb1 
with dormitory facilities to use for r01 

the destitute. He now has about 100 1 
people living in the place. Some of hili 
them are children. The organization ve1 
that oversees this place-aptly or 
called the "Home of Hope" -is the 
New Ark Mission of India. 

In June 2005, Raja received a 
call from the police regarding a 
five-year-old child found near 
Kadugundanahalli Lake (close to 
Bangalore) . When Raja went to 
pick him up it became clear that he 
was not only abandoned but also 
injured. He had a broken tooth, 
broken limbs, and his head was 
covered with infectious boils and 
signs of injury to the scalp. All that 1 

he could remember about himself 
wa that his name was Stephen. en 
Having stayed in the Home of 1 
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Vijaya and her son, Paul, who was born at the Home of Hope. 

Hope for about two months now, 
Stephen has begun to walk, com
municate, and even smile. 

Children at Risk 
India, the seventh largest country 
in the world, is considered one of 
the fastest-growing developing 
countries, with a population of just 
over 1 billion. As the largest 
democracy, India is unique in its 
diversity of religions, cultures, lan
guages, and geography. Nearly 29 
percent of the population lives in 
urban areas, with a tremendous 
growth in slums. 

The UNICEF 2005 report 
Childhood Under Threat states that 
over 1 billion children, hali of the 
world's population of children, 
have been denied their childhood. 
The report also says that millions of 
Indian children are deprived of 
their rights to survival, health, 
nutrition, education, and safe drink
ing water. It reports that 63 percent 
go to bed hungry and 53 percent 
suffer from chronic malnutrition. 

India has the largest number of 
child laborers in the world. There 
is widespread poverty, unemploy
ment, increasing rural-to-urban 
migration, and a lack of political 
will to address the increa ing num
bers of street children. 

There are estimated to be more 

than 12 million child laborers in 
India, most of whom have never 
attended school or have dropped 
out before completing the primary 
grades. In th~ states of Bihar, 
Nagaland, Mizorarn, Rajasthan, and 
Uttar Pradesh, 60 percent or more of 
girls drop out before completing 
their first five years of education. 

As many as 314,700 street chil
dren live in Bombay, Calcutta, 
Madras, Kanpur, and Hyderabad 
combined, plus about 100,000 in 
Delhi. "Bangalore's streets today 
are home to approximately 80,000 
ch ildren," said Father Edward 
Thomas, Executive Director of 
BOSCO, a voluntary organization 
working with street and working 
children in Bangalore for the last 
20 years. "On an average, approxi
mately 3500 new children enter the 
city of Bangalore every day. These 
children are subject to malnutri
tion, hunger, health problems, sub
stance abuse, thefts, and physical 
and sexual abuse. Over the years, 
BOSCO has rescued more than 
50,000 children from the streets of 
Bangalore." 

Vulnerable Children 
Mrs. Chitra Dananjaya, who is 
associated with Jagruthi, a non
governmental organization (NGO) 
based in Bangalore, works among 

the children of sex workers . 
"Children of sex workers are often 
pushed into sex work or low-paid 
labor. Families with little or no 
income are compelled to sell their 
children to others who offer the 
children work." she said. "Child
ren may be lured from their rural 
homes with promises made to 
their parents of jobs or training in 
the big city. In many cases, they 
may be bought from their impov
erished families who, in addition 
to the payment they receive, are 
relieved of the burden of feeding, 
clothing, and educating the chil
dren . Highly organized gangs may 
simply abduct children, as babies, 
usually. Every day, thousands of 
children are reported missing. 
Many are never found ." 

The Girl Child 
Customs in India place greater 
value on sons than on daughters, 
who are often viewed as an eco
nomic burden. Some parts of 
Indian society prevent girls from 
achieving their full potential. An 
educational campaign by the gov
ernment and NGOs tries to ensure 
that discrimination against girls is 
eliminated. 

The respect given to the mother 
figure in lndia contradicts the 
practices of female feticide and 
female infanticide. 

Gracey was found abandoned in Ban -
afore, India . With the care she receives, 
she is overcoming her tra uma at the 
Home of Hope. 
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Girls on the treet and child 
laborers are particularly vulnera
ble to sexual abuse and exploita
tion, HIV I AIDS, and other infec
tions. They have little or no family 
support and no access to services 
or safety measures. Many of them 
are victims of regular sexual abuse. 
Some as young as eight years of 
age report having sex for "com
panionship." Others are forced 
into drugs and prostitution. 

The joint family was a common 
system in Indian society. In the 
absence of parents, the grandpar
ents, aunts, or uncles provided 
support and guidance to children. 
This joint family system is break
ing up as families move from vil
lages to cities or from one city to 
another to take advantage of 
employment opportunities. 

Displacement 
It is documented that some 3.2 mil
lion people are being displaced by 
projects funded by the World 
Bank. Dana Clark of the Center for 
International Environmental Law 
(CIEL) said: "The World Bank has 
said it may have underestimated 
the number of displaced by as 
much as 40 percent. Yet somehow 
the projects that result in such 
mass displacement are rational
ized as 'development.' We say it's 
time to stop." 

The Land Acquisif on Act of 
India is outdated and gives over
riding powers to the state to 
encroach onto people's lands for 
any "public purpose," including 
mining. 

The Narmada Project will sub
merge about 36 sq. miles of land, 
which includes forest lands and 30 
villages in the districts of Madhya 
Pradesh. The project is funded by 
India's National Hydroelectricity 
Power Corporation (NHPC). 
Around 3024 families are threat
ened with eviction, some of which 
have already been carried out 

without proper land compensa
tion. Without food and water 
resources, families migrate to the 
cities and make their homes on the 
streets. 

Slum clearance operations also 
displace people and force them 
onto the streets. People that live in 
slums which encroach on private 
property risk eviction and demoli
tion. As the displaced try to find 
places to stay, their family struc
ture is often broken, leaving indi
viduals to fend for themselves. 

Rag Picking and other Jobs 
Street children between 5 and 18 
earn their livelihood by polishing 
shoes, washing cars, finding park
ing spaces, selling lottery tickets 
and newspapers, and doing other 
low-skilled work. They also work 
as porters and helpers in automo-

Vijaya's son, Paul, lives with his mother 
at the Home of Hope in Bangalore, India . 
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bile-repair shops, construction 
sites, and hotels. Their average 
earnings vary between 15 and 20 
rupees (less than 50 cents) per day, 
while the more experienced ones 
earn 25 to 40 rupees. 

A rag picker is not a beggar. Rag 
picking is considered a profession. 
It enables children to earn mone 
daily and offers them ampl 
amounts of free time. Rag picker 
are very loyal to and protective o 
each other-sharing their food and 
money. At the crack of dawn, the 
start their rounds, rummagin 
through garbage heaps and bins 
in public places such as railway 
s tations. After they collect the 
garbage, they sort out the paper, 
plastic, bottles, bones, and metal 
and sell the recyclables. Sometimes 
they walk over 20 kilometers each 
day. If the day's collection is bad, 
they might resort to stealing. If 
good, they may enjoy a meal. 

Life's hardships have made the 
rag picker suspicious of offers of 
help. This discourages volunteers, 
who become disillusioned and lose 
interest in working with rag pickers. 

The rag picker is unfamiliar with 
the discipline demanded by em
ployers, so government employ
ment efforts tend to fail. 

Gangs 
Some street children join gangs for 
security and survival. In most 
cases, gang members take their 1 

earnings. 
Gang members sometimes 

mutilate children to evoke sympa
thy from passersby, so that beg
ging is more profitable. Usually 
boys are used, since girls are con
sidered as future prostitutes. 

If a child refuses to obey, he is 
beaten and abused until he sub
mits. The child works seven days a ; 
week, 15 to 16 hours every day. 

Responding to the Need 
Educational and awareness cam-
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Pnul (front row, center), joins other residents of the Home of Hope. Because of the work 
of tire lzo111e, these former street children have a chance for a successful life. 

paigns have been initiated by the 
government and NGOs to ensure 
that baseless discrimination against 
the girl child is eliminated. The 
Government of India's "Education 
for All" campaign will reach 19 to 24 
million children aged 6-14, of whom 
60 percent are girls. 

An NGO called the Child Labor 
Education Development Organ
ization is setting up a Universal 
Open School near Hyderabad to 
provide free education to child 
laborers, child beggars, and street 
children. 

Dr. Andal Damodaran has 
helped transition 185 children 
from beggars into school-going 
children. The Child Beggar Project 
is the only program of its kind in 
the Tamil Nadu region. 

Jyotsna Chatterji, Director of 
the Joint Women's Program in 
New Delhi, India, said, "Caste, 
clas~, and gender discrimination 
lead to the phenomenon of street 
and working children. Until politi
cal and social elites do something 
about this discrimination, social 
divides will continue regardless of 
all the well-meaning schools set up 

by citizens or activists." Chatterji's 
organization runs a school for 
prostitutes' children in the red
light district of Old Delhi. 

For the last 25 years, CORP 
(Community Out-Reach Program) 
has been working with children, 
youth, women, and senior citizens 
in 13 slum communities in and 
around Mumbai. The Methodist 
Church in India (MCI) is one of the 
project partners of CORP, which 
reaches out to treet children 
under the age of 15 through its Day 
Care Program with recreational 
facilities, a mobile medical unit, 
and nonformal vocational training. 

The South India Regional 
Conference of MCI has a number of 
daycare centers, community devel
opment and child-care projects, and 
vocational training and career guid
ance centers. Though they are not 
necessarily street children, most of 
the children in these centers come 
from very poor communities. 

The Methodist Men of Rich
mond Town Methodist Church, 
Bangalore, started a medical out
reach in Lakshman Rao Nagar, one 
of the biggest slums in Bangalore. 

They built a church and a school 
for the children with projects like 
Earn While You Learn and SWAY 
(Skills to Empower Women And 
Youth), funded by the GBGM 
Women's Division. 

Hope for the Streets 
The Koramagala Methodist 
Church in the Bangalore District, 
South India Regional Conference, 
supports the work of Home of 
Hope, T. Raja 's ministry. The 
church has a visiting program, pro
vides clothes and other materials, 
and has been able to give about $80 
a month to the work. 

Raja brought Vijaya, a mentally 
unsound woman in the fourth 
month of her pregnancy, to the 
Home of Hope and discovered she 
had been abused by her brother 
and forced into prostitution. At the 
Home of Hope, Vijaya gave birth 
to a son named Paul. Today Paul, 
who would have probably lived on 
the streets, lives in the Home of 
Hope with his mother and friends. 
Vijaya has been transformed and 
today helps other residents in their 
daily lives. 

Disadvantaged children never 
really experience childhood, that 
free and happy time of being cared 
for. The more the church is 
involved, the better the possibility 
of seeing smiles on the faces of 
many more Indian street children. 

Dorothy Sampath Kumar is president 
of the South India and Madras 
Regional Deaconess Conferences and 
The All-India WSCS and president
elect of the West Asia Division of the 
World Federation of Methodist & 
Unit ing Church Women. She has 
inspired churches to become involved 
in the rehabilitation of people affected 
by the tsunami in South India . She is 
the wife of Bishop S. V Sampath 
Kumar, the Residen t Bishop of the 
South India and Madras Regional 
Conferences. 
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Reader Response 
July-August 2005 

Dear New World Outlook, 
I was pleased to see a photograph 
that included my parents, 
Maureen and (Rev.) Jay Vetter, in 
an article about church sponsor
ship of refugees in Nebraska. 
(July I August 2005, p. 22) . How
ever, as their only son, I was star
tled to read the caption: "The 
Tahas honor Jay and Maureen 
Vetter whose son has been 
deployed to Iraq." In fact, I have 
NOT been deployed to Iraq, nor 
am I even a member of the US 
military. It is true that my sister's 
husband (my parents' son-in-law) 
is an army reservist presently in 
Iraq, so that is probably the source 
of the confusion. 

In addition, I am deeply dis
turbed that the caption seems to 
imply support for the US invasion 
of Iraq. The truth is that I, like my 
parents and sister, have been 
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strongly opposed to the Iraq War 
from the beginning and have par
ticipated in the anti-war move
ment. The wonderful dinner 
offered by the Tahas to our family 
was to help us-especially my 
brother-in-law, about to be 
deployed-get to know their cul
ture better, NOT to honor our fam
ily for participating in the war. 
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Your July-August 2005 issue of New 
World Outlook dealt with a very real 
problem that appears to be getting 
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friend used to say: "There is a 
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Las Americas Center in Texas Gives Help and 
Hope to Young Undocumented Central 
American Immigrants 

Sister Liliane A ram is the executive director of Las Americas Center in El 
Paso, Texas. 

The Las Americas Center, with support from UMCOR, is an advocate 
for Central American children arrested in the United States for immi
gration violations . 

They come from places few of us can imagine-places that aren't 
mentioned in tourist brochures-slums choked in poverty, lawless 
places where often those appointed to enforce the law can' t or won' t 
protect the disenfranchised young and poor. 

In El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala, many of these children 
are orphans, abandoned by parents who cannot afford to care for 
them. So they beg from people only marginally better off than they 
are or scrape in garbage dumps. With nothing to lose, they set off 
to come to the United States, which represents their last hope for a 
better life. 

These children ride freight trains, hitchhike, or walk more than 
2000 miles to the Mexico-United States border. There are those who 
cross the border and there are those who never make it. For the latter, 
there are no statistics or documentation of what happened to them. 

We will never know the privation these children face in their coun
tries. We may never experience the depths of poverty that they have 
experienced. However, we have a chance to make a difference in 
some of their lives by representing them in US immigration courts to 
make their dreams of life in the United States realities. 

The legal services given by Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy 
Center is helping to give these young, vulnerable immigrants a voice 
in their future . 
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The United Methodist Church in Mission 

Alaska Children's Services (ACS) 
Contributes to Children's Success 

The United Methodist Church is a supporter of Alaska Children's 
Services, an ecumenically diverse organization committed to the positive 
growth and quality care of Alaska 's children and their families. 

Nate learned new skills in ACS's residential treatment-control
ling his anger, expressing his feelings, and taking responsibility 
for his actions-after nine months at ACS. One month after he 
returned home, unable to follow his mother's rules, he ran away 
and hung out with a negative peer group. He returned to the 
residence where he spent six more weeks of work reinforcing 
skills he had learned previously. Again, he returned home and, 
this time, was successful in school and in his personal life. 

Faye first came into Alaska Children's Services residential pro
gram when she was seven years old. She didn't want to go to 
school and sopletimes screamed uncontrollably for more than an 
hour. She also pushed, bit, and kicked other children. In situa
tions where she was alone with an adult, she was well-behaved, 
but her participation in group situations was difficult. 

Faye had individual therapy and attended group sessions 
where she learned to give herself time alone to think through 
her feelings and calm down. Her physical or verbal outbursts 
decreased. Then she moved on to a therapeutic home with foster 
parents who were prepared to give emotionally stressed children 
the attention and support they lack. 

Many children need support at different times in their lives to 
help them through critical events. Alaska Children's Services pro
vides the quality care they need or refers them to other resources. 

ACS never gives up on a child or youth in need of care. 

Kelli Williams, Director of ACS's Spiritual 
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Christian Compassion in India 

by Dorothy Sampath Kumar 

After T. Raja, a former rickshaw driver in Bangalore, became a 
Christian, he noticed people-weak, hungry, abused, and sometimes 
mentally ill as well-lying on the streets. Moved by compassion, he 
began to take some of the people into his own home to bathe, feed, 
and clothe them. Soon his house was too crowded, so he moved some 
of the people into an old van parked outside his home. 

After a couple of years, India Campus Crusade for Christ heard 
about Raja's work and gave him a plot of land with a dormitory 
building to use for the destitute. There are now 100 people, including 
children, housed in the building. The project is called the Home of 
Hope and is run by the New Ark Mission of India. 

Knowing about his mission, a member of Raja's church called him 
about a child who had been abandoned on the streets of Bangalore. 
So he went to Anand Nagar near Vijayanagar in Bangalore to look for 
her. When he found Gracey, she was suffering from an ailment of her 
eyes, and her head was swollen, as was her stomach. She was disori
ented and could not walk. She appeared to be about 3 years old. After 
being taken to the Home of Hope in Bangalore, she had eye surgery 
and was encouraged to study-something she has found 
difficult because of her impaired vision. Today, in spite of her limita
tions, she has found a home that brings her hope. 

Raja's dream is that, one day, Gracey will do the kind of work that 
he is doing for people in need. 

Gracey at the Home of Hope. 

Hurricane Evacuees Share Tears, 
Fears, Frustrations 

Jane Dennis is editor of the Arkansas United Methodist newspaper. 

Adlay Callahan was one of thousands of hurricane evacuees who 
moved to Arkansas from New Orleans. 

She and her family left their homes the day before Hurricane 
Katrina made landfall. Adlay's husband stayed behind. 

The Callahans and other families found their way to First United 
Methodist Church in Dumas. The church was equipped with bed
ding, towels, food, and children's toys, and televisions were set up. 

"This place is such a blessing," said Shawanda Robertson, as her 
daughter, Satoria, played with other children. 

Robertson left New Orleans with her two children and her father, 
Bobby Robertson. Her mother was in the hospital when the evacua
tion notice was issued, and nurses told Shawanda her mother would 
be transferred to another facility. However, in the ensuing chaos, she 
couldn't find out if that had occurred. 

Kimberly Boudreaux said, "You don't know if your house is still 
standing," as she sat on a cot next to her husband, Frederick, and her 
12-year-old daughter, Farrah. "We don't even know where some of 
our relatives are." 

The shelter's televisions were tuned to CNN and the Boudreauxs 
caught a glimpse of their elderly, wheelchair-bound aunt at the over
crowded New Orleans Convention Center. However, they did not 
know if she was being moved to safety. When Arkansas Conference 
Volunteers in Mission coordinator Don Weeks visited the Dumas 

shelter, he and the family prayed for their rel
atives' safety. 

Before Weeks left, Frederick Boudreaux 
announced that he had received a call that his 
aunt had been located and was being moved 
to safety. 
The Boudreauxs' prayer was answered. 

Katrina evacuees Farrah Boudreaux and her parents took shelter at First 
United Methodist Church in Dumas, Arkansas. 
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Have you ordere 
Your 2006 Official Program Calendars 

Now is the time to get the planning tools that help you schedule your life and your church programs. 
These calendars make it easy to keep up with Special Sundays, holidays, lectionary readings and othe 
vital church information. The World Service Fund, which provides the primary support for mission and 
outreach, is featured in the 2006 Official United Methodist Program Calendar. 

NEW! 2006 Deluxe Wall - (26 x 40) #1003 
This oversize calendar is great to post in a foyer or an J ur 

office with plenty of wall space. Measuring 26" x 40' 
the calendar shows the entire year at a glance. Perfect 
for keeping track of dates and programs. Includes all ~ 

scriptures, liturgical colors and special holidays. ~ 

Only $19.95 

NEW! 2006 Notebook Kit - 100325 
This calendar has the same features as the popular pocket calendar but 
adds plenty of room for notes. Nestled inside an attractive 3-ring 
binder that comes with a calculator, an attractive pen and 
pockets for notes, business cards or photo i.d. Has a zipper spine so 
that everything stays put. 

Only $44.95 
Grids and Binder can be purchased separately. Grids Only - 100323 for 
$19.95 and Binder - 100324 for $29.95. 

•ercll Zlll "'1111111111 
Desk Blotter - 100321 

1 1 

6 7 8 10 11 

11 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 10 11 12 13 1~ 15 

16 17 28 19 30 31 

Searching for a monthly, large-format calendar to use on your desk? 
Look no further. The new Desk Blotter Calendar is complete with 
church holidays, Special Sundays, lectionary readings and liturgical 
colors. (24" x 16 3/4") 

Order these and other popular calendars 
Online: www.umcom.org/store 

Email:csc@umcom.org Toll-free: 888-346-3862 
Classic (Spiral) - 100316, Standard (Stapled) - 100317, Pocket - CA003, 

Wall Calendar - 100319, Reproduction - 100320 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2005 

Only $14.95 
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have felt alone and 
help. Through UMtOR, 

lW we see hope." 

r ~A unami survivor in Sri Lanka 

fa MAKE 

j 2006 
l 'EAR OF HOPE 

s 13-month wall calendar, Harvest 

fo , highlights the United Methodist 

l !e on Reliefs work around the world. 

v curn each page you will encounter 

Jr s that sow seeds of mercy and 

ip sion, and reap a harvest of hope in 

d. 

$10 you will receive the Harvest of 

1e 1lendar and a free CD containing a 

1 :!r screensaver using the calendar's 

1 i 1ges, a slideshow presentation, and 

e inserts to print and share with others. 

e 1reat gift of hope this Christmas and 

r 1ith your loved ones the message of 

l' 1ork in the world through important 

~g ns that feed the hungry, heal the 

n<. id show compassion to the hurting . 

ru 

t .. ow! Limited quantity available. 

II J-554-8583 x202, or visit the GBGM E-Store 
Ii at http://gbgm-umc.org/e-store. 

A Dream 
Come True! 

Read thls powerful, dazzling, true story of history's 
lesser-known women in mission. Learn about the 
twelve amazing international schools that mission
minded women built. Get inspired as you read the 
vignettes of mission schools founded by Women's 
Division predecessors in the faith, who held the 

radical notion that women 
and girls had the right to 
higher education. You'll 
never think of Christian 
women in mission the 
same way again! 

Order copies of 
To Educate Is to Teach to Live 
(#3705) $20.00 

Service Center 
General Board of Global 
Ministries • 7820 Reading Rd 
Caller l o 1800 • Cincinnati OH 
45222-1800 • 1-800-305-9857 
Website: scorders@gbgm-umc.org 

This is a history every Methodist must have! It's chock

ful/ of human-interest stories, heroic sagas of dedicated women who did 

the seemingly impossible, pioneering women 's education in both Eastern 

and Western hemispheres. Women's contributions may be slighted in most 

histories, but they shine forth here in stories to inspire the women and men 

working in mission today! 
Alma Graham 

Remember special friends with an 
illuminating holidav gin this vear. 

A Women's Division Publication. 



Trafficking in humans is a modern form of 
slavery. Every year this crime ensnares some 
one mill ion to four million people-mostly 
women and children-against their will. Often 
passed from hand to hand, trafficked people 
experience abuse, disfigurement, and beatings. 

United Methodist Committee on Relief is 
involved in counter-trafficking activity in 

Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
and Abkhazia-with programs in education, 
reuniting families, and prevention. 

Your gifts can be a lifeline for a woman or child 
caught by traffickers. 

Help stop traffic! Please give today to 
UMCOR Advance #333615, Anti-Trafficking. 

Ul\[(~OR United Methodist Committee on Relief 
MULTIPLYING HOPE 475 Riverside Drive, Room 330 New York, NY 10115 umcor.org 


