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Goals of the General Board 

of Global Ministries 

MAKE DISCIPLES OF jESUS CHRIST 

We will witness by word and deed among those who 

have not heard or heeded the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We will 

initiate, facilitate, and support the creation and development 

of communities of faith that seek, welcome, and gather people 

into the body of Christ and challenge them to Christian discipleship. 

Where direct proclamation is not permitted, a caring presence 

becomes the means of Christian witness. 

STRENGTHEN, DEVELOP, AND RENEW 

CHRISTIAN CONGREGATIONS AND COMMUNITIES 

We will work with mission partners toward mutual 

development of spiritual life, worship, witness, and service. 

ALLEVIATE HUMAN SUFFERING 

We will help to initiate, strengthen, and support the 

spiritual, physical, emotional, and social needs of people. 

SEEK JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND PEACE 

We will participate with people oppressed by unjust 

economic, political, and social systems in programs that seek 

to build just, free, and peaceful societies. 



uestions about the number and support of 
mi sionaries have held center stage in the 
life of the General Board of Global 
Ministries over the last two years. These 
questions were raised in large part by 
revenue shortfall that required a 
temporary moratorium on new missionary 
appointments at the end of 2002. This 
painful decision was made by directors 
only after staff and other programs had 
been reduced as much as we dared. 

The ensuing dialogue on how the church 
will recruit, assign, and fund missionaries 
has been both agonizing and productive. It 
has clearly shown the need for greater 
churchwide awareness of the value and the 
costs of missionaries today. It has under
scored the deep commitment of the Board 
and of The United Methodist Church to 
missionaries engaged in a broad range of 

Christian ministries for Christ and 
the world. 

As a clear tatement of the 
Board's esteem for the missionary 
vocdtion, this biennial report is 
dedicated to all Methodist and 

United Methodist missionaries past 
and present. Missionaries respond 
to Christ's mandate in Acts 1 that 

followers be witne ses in 
Judea, Samaria, and the 

uttermost parts. They come from every 
nation and ethnic group and go to places 
most Christians never ee. In Christ's name, 
they make contact with people who need the 
Word and other forms of assistance. 

The directors and taff of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church join me in expressing 
profound appreciation to the missionarie of 
our denomination and its predecessor 
organizations. May God grant them the 
strength to be agent of grace and bearer of 
love and justice; may God grant the rest of 
us the fortitude to support their work by 
prayers and gifts of thanksgiving. 

B ISHOP JOEL N. MARTINEZ 
(San Antonio, Texas) 
PRES IDE T 
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In Mission for Christ 
and the World 

ur four mission goals provide the organiza
tional structure of the 2002-2003 biennial 
report of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. These goals, printed in full on 
page 2, summarize the responsibilities 
assigned to the Board by The United 
Methodist Church through the General 
Conference. In brief, they are: 

I. MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST. 

2. STRENGTHEN, DEVELOP, AND RENEW CHRISTIAN 
CONGREGATIONS AND COMMUNITIES. 

3. ALLEVIATE HUMAN SUFFERING. 

4. SEEK JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND PEACE. 

There are especially strong affinities 
between one and two (evangelism and 

Our four mission church growth) and 
goals provide the between three and four 

· t• I (Christian service); yet all 
orgamza iona four overlap and inter-

structure of the weave. Mission evangelism 
· 2002-2003 and mission health care are 

liennial Report of not separate when done in 
the General Christ's name. Likewise, the 

Board of Global several program and admin
Ministries istrative units of the Board 

(see page 6) collectively 
share these goals, a reality demonstrated in 
this report through actual mission stories. 

Proclamations aimed at making disciples 
can come in the removal of landmines; alle
viation of human suffering can be triggered 
by a sermon that opens minds to the won
ders of God's creation and advancements in 
medicine. 

This 2002-2003 report primarily tells 
stories of the results of United Methodist 
mission in the lives of individuals, families, 
and communities. A great deal of currently 
available print and Internet material 
describes mission programs, details the 
activities of the Board units, and provides 
statistical data. Here, through illustrative 

stories, we give an 
accounting of the 
effects of our Christian 
mission today. 

The goals and the 
stories that appear 
under each goal show 
The United Methodist 
Church and the 
General Board of 
Global Ministries "In 
Mission for Christ and 
the World," the theme 
we have selected for 
this report. 

Theologian Emil 
Brunner famously said 
that "mission is to the 
church what burning is to fire"-the 
essence and the activity. Mission's energy, 
the power of combustion, comes from God. 
The church is enlivened, equipped, and sent 
by God to do God's mission. The Gospel
the Good News of God's love and gifts of 
redemption and reconciliation-empowers 

I 

us to witness and serve in the 74 countries 
where the Board currently is at work. Our 
mission, our response to God, is for Christ, 
who reveals God's purpose, and for the sake 

Image: Lane Co tton W inn 

of the world that God creates and for which 
God cares. Making disciples, building up the 
church, alleviating suffering, and promoting 
justice, freedom, and peace are mission goals 
because they represent the will of God 
through Christ for the whole world. 

I hope you will read the stories and other 
information in this report with a keen aware
ness that the entire Church-all the people 
called United Methodist-is called and sent 
to be in mission for Christ and the world. 

R. RANDY DAY 
GENERA L SEC RETA RY 
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Organization and Structure of 
the General Board of Global Ministries 

he General Board of Global Ministries 
comprises seven programming unit , 
the Women's Division, and General 
Administration. The following six 
unit are designated as "program 
area ": 

• COMMUN ITY AND I NSTITUTIONAL 

MINISTRIES facilitate and re ources 
outreach to meet human needs, 
with special emphases on women, 
children, familie , and older adult ; 
it relates to 100 national mi sion 
institutions, including many com
munity centers, in the United State . 

• EVANGELIZATION AND C HURCH 

G ROWTH facilitate the proclamation 
of and witness to the saving grace 
of J e us Christ through word, deed, 
and sacrament in every phere 
of human existence. It help to 
e tablish new churches and 
trengthens existing congregation . 

• MISSION CONTEXTS AND 

R EL TIO SH IPS analyze th context 
in which the church is called to 
mission and build covenant rela
tionship and mi ion partn r hip 
to implement th goals of mi ion. 
It take into account cultural, 
r ligiou , historical, economic, and 
political factors; d velop 
cumenical relations; and xplor 

dialogu with p ple of ther faith . 

• MISSIO EDUCATION d v lop and 
d liv rs an ducational philo ophy 
that i r oted in a biblical and 
th logi al und r landing of 

hri tian global mi ion. It 
und rgird th total pr ram of 
th Board. 

• MI 10 PERSO N L re ruit , 
train , a ign , up r i , and 
upp rt. p r onnel f r h rt- and 

long-term ervice. It al o identifie 
opportunitie for ervice. 

• MISSION VOLUNTEERS enable the 
participation of individual and 
teams in global mi ion voluntary 
programs that build trong, 
affirming relationship . 

H EALTH AND R ELIEF, the eventh 
program unit, comprise the United 
Methodi t Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) and Health and Welfare 
Mini trie . Thi unit require a di tin ct 
structure b cause of the nature of it 
work. Health and Welfare Mini trie 
a i t United Methodi t to b com 
involved globally in mini tri that 
addre the critical health n d of 
children, youth, older adult , p opl 
with phy ically and mentally challen -
ing condition , and racial / thnic com
m uni tie of color. UM OR ngage in 
int n ive humanitarian er ic . 

WOME ' D I 1 ION acti el ngag 
in fulfilling th mi ion of hri t and 
th church and interpret th purpo 
of Unit d Methodi t Worn n . Th 
di i ion ad cate for th ppr d 
and di po d, with p cial 
attenti n to women, childr n, and 
youth; wor to build a upp rti 
community am ng w m n; and h Ip 
fo t r growth in th hri tian faith, 
mi i n ducati n, and hri tian ial 

l m nt. It i th nati nal 

G 

rns van 
fun tions. 

f nit d 

lud 
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Goal I 
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST 

"[Y] ou will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth." AcTs 1:8s 

Jesus Loves You 
"Mi Vicki, will Je u hurt me if I 
don't eat all my food?" eight-year-old 
Jontae asked as he looked up from his 
plate on the kitchen table of the Open 
Arms Community in Win ton-Salem, 
North Carolina. 

I am speechle as I try to under-
tand the question and formulate a 

reply. What is behind it? I know that 
Jontae' family-a mother and six 
children-have moved four times 
since I have known them. The children 
are in a constant state of transition, 
di location, and uncertainty. Church 
people of all denominations have 
come and gone in their live . When 
Jontae wa five years old, he saw his 
father murdered in a drug deal. The 
father of a younger brother is awaiting 
trial for murder. Mo t men in Jontae's 
young life have brought drugs, alco-

hol, and beatings into 
the home. And some

where in all this, 

th child has gotten the 
idea that even Jes us brings 
condemnation and punish
ment and anger. 

"No, baby," I say as I stroke 
hi neck. "Jes us won't ever, 
ever hurt you, not even a little 
bit. Jesus loves you so much. He 
wants you to be happy and healthy. 
And what he wants most of all is for 
you to love him back." 

VICKI SIGMON 
CHURCH AND OMMUN ITY WORKER 

WESTE RN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE 

Bible W omen Bring 
Good News 
My name is Rev. Dr. Indriani Bone of 
the Methodist Church in Indonesia. I 
am a igned to an English-speaking 
congregation located in the rural town 
of Lampung. During the first week of 
December 2003, I had the privilege of 
coordinating the first Bible Women's 
pilot training program in Indonesia. 
(Bible Women is a program of the 
Women's Division.) For five days, 45 
members from variou district and 
local units of the Methodist Women of 
Indonesia participated in the training at 

Pondok Remaja PGI Cipayung, 

(Above) Volunteer with 
child during Sunday School 
lessons. crafts. meals in 
Open Arms house church. 
Image Vicky Sigmon 

(Far left) Open Arms 
Community members of 
tee n group. 

(Middle and right) 
Volunteers with children 
during Sunday School 

1 lessons. crafts. meals in 
Open Arms house 
church. 
Images: Vicky Sigmon 
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Bogor. Our Bible studies focused on 
women being healed, challenged, and 
transformed by Jesus' ministry. Literacy 
tool on health, HIV-AIDS, economic 
development, and human rights 
opened our eyes to how we could 
make a difference in improving our 
families, churches, women's organiza
tions, and communities. We were 
inspired knowing tha t soon we would 
have action plans that will be imple
mented in our different towns begin
ning March 2004. 

The following week, I was part of 
another training team. Sixty-five 
women became Bible Women once they 
completed the training. What excites 
me most is learning that I am now part 
of a movement of Bible Women or 
Gospel Women (Perumpuan Evangils) 
who share the Good News of the Bible 
and provide practical skills to women 
and others to improve their live and 
communities. Since January 2001, more 

than 1,100 Asian Bible 
Women have been trained. 
Some are laywomen, cler
gy spouse , clergy, and 
deaconesses. Some are 
nurses, teachers, stu
dent , housewive , or 
church workers. Most 
of us live in remote, 

New Mission Initiatives 
Intense mission activities in the 1990s 

resulted in new or renewed United 

Methodist/Methodist churches around the 

world. In 2002, the Board designated I I of 

these as " new mission initiatives." 

Collectively, these initiatives have organized 

303 new congregations or Christian 

fellowships. In mid-2003, they were served 

by 239 ordained or lay pastors and more 

than 50 missionaries. The countries of the 

new initiatives are: 

Cambodia Cameroon 

Honduras Laos 

Latvia Lithuania 

Mongol_ia ______ N_~ep~a_I_ 

Russia Senegal 

Vietnam 
---

Mission Personnel 
Missionaries and other mission personnel 

as of October 2002, were: 

Commissioned missionaries 

(all categories) __ 711 

Non-commissioned personnel 92 

Persons in Mission 247 

(PIMs are selected by partner churches and 
partly funded by the Board) 

now Central and North Sumatra, 
Indonesia. 

I wa moved to learn that my Iban 
Methodi t isters have been able to 
bring more than 200 people to Chri t. 
Eighty-five were baptized on Chri tmas 
Day 2003. From 2001 to 2003, the Bible 
Women of Sarawak, Malay ia, ha e 
provided Bible tudie and health and 
nutrition program to more than 3,000 

(Top) Reverend 
lndriani Bone, Trainer. 
lm"le: Karen Prudence 

(Left bottom) Deaconess 
and Bible woman Kasthuri 
Devaraj leading Bible study 
in Nappalayam village . (India) 
Image Karen Prudente 

(Right bottom) Ph ilippine 
Health worker 
Olive Cervantes teach ing 
alternative medicine . 
(Cambodia) 
Image Karen Prudence 
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p pl . ith od' gra , d pite th 
int rfaith h ll ng ithin lndon ia, 
I pie n to bring th d w and th 

ibl Worn n' pr ram to tho e who 
n d piritual n u ri. hment and bett r 
kill f r li i.ng. 

I DRl I B 
BIBLI ~\OM 

W itne ss in Central and 
Southeastern Europe 

h hur h i gr w ing fa t t among 
th p r. It i n t th r ult f humani
t rian aid but thr u h th fruit f 

ing tha t fa ith han Ji 
w 

in Kie i ited him regular! . He 
a urpri ed that th ar d and he 

li t n d t th ir itn . H really 
' ant d to hange, oh ommitt d 
hi !if to hri t. 

rgei wa rel a d fr m 
pri on, h r c i d the opportunity to 
tud for two ears at th Bibl school 

in Ki v. Now marri d with one child, 
h i working among y ung people in 
U hg rod . Mo t of them ar unem
plo d and in th ame dangerou 
ituation he had b n in. B cau e he 

kn w how to peak to them, his 
wi tne i trong and cl ar: to 
b om a hri ti.an i a lif ··changing 

. Th young p ople in 
treet of Ushgorod and P r chin 

ar Ii t ning to him. 

H BOLLET R 
D~OUTH ER ELRQP[ARLA 

Saying a Good Prayer 
Th I h n u Proj t, a cho I for 
p r children, m rg d from th vi ion 

f mi i nary Maria Humbane. It is 
I ca t d at th Hilltop Unit d M thodi t 

hurch in ukub a, Mutar , in 
Zimbab , but I h An u i a truly 

I bal mini tr of The United 
Methodi t hurch. Th Hol ton 

nf r nee i a major partn r, and 
u pport al o come from Indiana, 

Michigan, olorado, and Baltimore-

(Left) Pastor Veissel from 
Varna with hi s fa mily. He is 
one of the Roma (Gypsy) 
pastors in Bulgaria. 
Image Peter S1egfned 

(Right) Prisoners in the 
Ekaten nburg (Russ ia) prison 
with Rev. Ele na Stepanova 
(front row. second from right) 
and Rev. Elena Tischenko 
(front row. second from left) 
where the UMC congregation 
has develo ped an impo rtant 
min istry. 
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Covenant Relationships 
Covenant Relationships are links between 

congregations and particular missionaries. 

Congregations and mission personnel 

promise to enter into an o ngoing and 

dynamic relationship with one another. 

They go beyond but include financial support. 
Members of the local church and the 

supported missionary agree to communi

cate regularly, uphold each other in prayer, 

and meet face-to-face during itineration 
assignments. 

For more information, contact: 

Office of Covenant Relationships 

General Board of Global Ministries 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 320 
NewYork, NY 10115 

phone: 212-870-3797 

e-mail: covenant@gbgm-umc.org 

Washington, and gifts from Sunday 
School children in the United States. 

In 2003, the school reached its maxi
mum capacity of 60 students, having 
started in 1998 with 15 pupils aged 7 
to 12. Many are orphans living with a 
relative and most are in total poverty. 
Ishe Anesu prepares the children to 
graduate from primary school and, in 
many cases, to go on to junior or sen
ior high schools. Hilltop Church ini
tially provided a limited amount of 

The Alge ria Bible translation team: Hocine. Kader, Ema, and Nadia. 

space for the school. A fine permanent 
building was constructed by the 
Holston Conference. 

Sukubva is an area of intense pover
ty with a high incidence of HIV I AIDS 
and other health challenges. The 
school offers basic schooling and 
Christian education. Maria reports, 
"Quite often, these children surprise 
the congregation in church by the way 
they are able to say a good prayer." 

1 Djamila Learns 
to Read the Bible 
Djamila reads a Bible text for the first 
time in the worship service of the 
congregation in the Kabyle Mountains 
of Algeria. She does it slowly, her 
voice is shaky. Some of the women 
have tears in their eyes. Djamila was 
once illiterate. The short time she was 
able to go to school did not prepare 
her to read . Educating girls is rarely a 
priority in a traditional Muslim cul-

Mission Volunteers 
In 2002, more than 53,800 United 

Methodists volunteered for mission service 

around the world, mostly in medical teams 

and construction projects. They donated 
392, 123 hours of work, valued at more than 

$42 million, and contributed $12 million in 

suppl ies. Many construction projects 
worked on new church buildings or the 

repai r of existing churches. 

ture. Now, as a young woman, he 
has participated in a reading program 
offered by the United Methodi t 
congregation in Ouadhia. 

The teaching material is the Bible, 
newly translated in the Kabyle 

. . . . . . ~ ~ ' ' . . . ' . , ' . , . 
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language. When one of the students, 
many of whom are women, feels sure 
enough, she is invited to read in the 
Sunday service. 

Th translation of the entire Bible 
into Kabyle is part of the mis ion and 
mini try of the church in Ouadhia to 
the Kabyle people. The Kabyle, 
numbering about three million in 
Algeria, are descendants of the origi
nal Berbers of North Africa. Hocine is 
a member of the translation team. He 
finds great joy as he delves deep into 
Scripture, finding the right words for 
the tran lation. The New Testament 
has been published, and the Old 
Testament translation was completed 
la t year. "The wealth of the contents 
of the Bible needs careful work," 
Hocine says. "We want this translation 
to be of excellent quality." 

PETER SIEGFRIED 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR EUROPE 

A D NORTH AFRI CA 

Collaboration in Honduras 
The Rev. Roberto Pena in 2003 became 
the first mission superintendent of the 
United Methodist Church of Honduras, 
but this landmark was only one step in 
a long process of mission collaboration. 
The Honduras "new initiative" of the 
Board began in the mid-1990s with a 
dream of the Rev. Armando Rodriguez 
and hi wife, Alida. Mr. Rodriquez had 
already spent 42 
year in ministry, 
22 of them in 
Cuba, where he 
had served as a 
bi hop. The cou
ple dreamed of 

extending Methodist ministry among 
the people who speak Spanish 
Garifuna, a language of the people 
with mixed African-Indian heritage. 
English-speaking Methodism with a 
British accent already existed along 
the eastern coa t. 

An expansion plan was thoroughly 
considered in collaboration with Board 
mission partners, including the 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and 
Americas (MCCA) and Christian 
Community for Development. Later, 
the Council of Evangelical Methodist 
Churches in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (CIEMAL) and the 
Methodist Church of Puerto Rico 
entered the picture. Today, there are 11 
new congregations and four missions 
in Tegucigalpa, Danli, Talanga, Tocoa, 
and Subirana. Seven missionaries are 
assigned to the Honduras Mission 
throughout the country, forming new 
congregations a d training Hondurans 
for leadership positions in this emerg
ing church. Honduran collaborators 
have assumed leadership for five of 
these congregations. 

The missionaries who have served in 
Honduras have come from Cuba, 
Puer o Rico, Brazil, and through the 
Board, including personnel of 
Hispanic /Latino background. Several 
mission workers are native Hondurans. 

(Left) Worship. held in a 
dirt-floor school, in the El 
Calvario area of Subirane. 
Honduras. This is the only 
indigenous UM community 
in the country. 

(Middle) Worshippers at the 
congregalion in Escupa, 
Honduras. 

(Right) Chi ldren outside their 
church under construction in 
Danli , Honduras. 
Images: GBGM 
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Varna Bell 

Goal II 
STRENGTHEN, DEVELOP, AND RENEW CHRISTIAN 

CONGREGATIONS AND COMMUNITIES 

[Y]our faith is growing abundantly, 
and the love of every one of you for 
one another is increasing. 
2 THESSALO IA S 1:3B 

The Reappearing Church Bell 
of Bulgaria 
Thirty-seven years after it disappeared, 
the bell of the United Methodist 

Church of Varna, Bulgaria, 
reappeared to hang in the 
tower of a new church 
building dedicated in 2002. 
It is a story of faith and 
hope. 

Varna is a city on the 
Black Sea, and the church 
there has grown rapidly 

since the end of the Communist era. 
The Methodist presence in Varna dates 
to 1885; four years later, a stone sanc
tuary with a bell tower wa b iilt in 
the downtown area. In 1965, the city 

seized the building to house a puppet 
theater linked to the Communi t Party. 
The bell, given by Methodists in 
Baltimore, suddenly disappeared. The 
Varna congregation was reduced to a 
small group meeting as a house church. 
After the Communist government fell 
in 1991, the congregation revived, grew, 
and needed new space. Despite obsta
cles, it built a new United Methodist 
center almost face-to-face with the old 
church downtown. During construc
tion, the community was curiou about 
the tower growing out of the top of the 
building. 

Then the bell reappeared. In 1965, 
three church members had removed 
it during the lunch hour of the crew 
turning the church into a puppet 
theater. They buried it in a garden 
outside of town. Now the bell is clean 
and bright and rings often in the new 
tower as a te timony of the continua
tion and resilience of God's mission. 
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Rev. Pau lo Silva and Keila Guimaraes visit the Methodist Miss ion Tapepo ra, 
in the Central Part of Brazil. 

Protestant missionary movement, 
Methodi m in Brazil focused on the 
middle class. Today the emphasis is 
more on poor people, and much of the 
old middle class has itself become 
impoveri hed. The gap between rich 
and poor in Brazil is wide. "There are 
many poor people in the Methodist 
Church," Mr. Barbosa notes. His 
church ministers especially among 
people suffering from violence and 

exclusion in both urban and rural 
area , and among indigenous people 
throughout the vast country. 

Chri tian education, Mr. Barbo a 
says, "must come from the heart." Its 
mission must offer an alternative to a 
market-centered theology that stre ses 
prosperity. The Brazilian church leader 
sees Wesleyan theology's empha is on 
serving others and fostering community 
as a viable option in Brazil today. 

"We don' t want to focus just on 
ourselve ," Mr. Barbosa states. "We 
understand that God's will for our 
church is an 'open door' to all. My 
responsibilities include educating 
people, adults as well as children, 
training lay leaders, offering disciple
ship, and helping conferences and 
districts set up Sunday Schools. If we 
instill a strong faith in our children 
today, they will live it out in authentic 
ways in the future." 

Regional missionaries Shimba Ndala Mulunda, standing. and Emma Cantor, serving respectively in Africa and the Ph ilippines. 

. ' - . - . . ' .- .. - . . . ,- - .. - ' · . -~ ' . . . . . , . 
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(Above) A group session at the 
Hoover Treatment Center, a min
istry with persons with chemical 
dependency. in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. A loan from the United 
Methodist Development Fund 
(UM DF) will permit the center to 
build a new residential and treat
ment center for men. The center is 
a joint effort of the Theressa 
Hoover United Methodist Church 
and its related Black Community 
Deve lopers, Inc. 
Image. Black Community Developers 

Leadership Development 
for Women 
One key to developing women as 
leaders is skills training. Becau se 
women are often left behind in 
ocietie where limited resources are 

u ed to educate boys, women need 
training. Shimba Ndala Mulunda, a 
regional mission ary from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, who 
majored in computer cience and 
minored in bu iness administration, is 
haring her skills with African women. 

"Having an opportunity to acquire 
computer skills in Africa is still a luxu
ry," Ms. Mulunda said. "When I com
pleted my studies, my husband and I 
thought of opening a computer train
ing center to assist United Methodist 
women .... This center in Nairobi, 

Kenya, is for low-income families 
and refugees. Both of the e groups 
are rapidly becoming a majority in 
East African societies." 

Ms. Mulunda also offers workshops 
on social issues such as peace, justice, 
conflict resolution, breast-cancer 
awareness, and HIV I AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases. 

A. VICTORIA HUNTER 
Response, April 2003 

Toward a More Global Church 
The crowd was large and the televi
sion coverage live on October 4, 2003, 
in Abidjan w hen the French-speaking 
Eglise Protestante Methodiste of Cote 
d ' Ivoire (Ivory Coast) became part of 
The United Methodist Church as a 
mission linked to the Board. The new 

(Middle) Bishop Ruediger Minor of 
Moscow, president of the United 
Methodist Council of Bishops, in 
white robe; the Rev. R. Randy Day, 
general secretary of the General 
Board of Global Ministries; the 
Rev. Benjamin Boni, behind Bishop 
Minor; and ecumenical guests 
process into the outdoor service 
during which the Eglise 
Protesrante Methodiste de Cote 
d'Ivoire became part of The 
United Methodist Church. 

(Right) The choi r at the Cote 
d'Ivoire service. 
Images M1ddte and 
nght pho tos- Don Reasoner 
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Egli e Methodiste Unie Cote d 'Ivoire 
has almost a million member . The 
R v. Benjamin Boni, president of the 
former church, explained that the 
Methodist of the West African nation 
wi h to make their witness as part 
of a global communion, engaging in 
mission around the world with other 
brothers and sisters. Bishop Ruediger 
Minor of Moscow, president of the 
United Methodist Council of Bishops, 
and the Rev. R. Randy Day, general 
secretary of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, received the 

More than 350 practitione rs of 
Cooperative Ministry gathered in 
St. Louis in November 2003 for a 
quadrenn ial conference and traini ng 
event. Cooperative ministry makes 
it possible for congregations to 
accomplish together what ministries 
might not be able to do alone . 
(Above) Members of one workshop 
at the conference assisted at a local 
food center. 
Images Joan C McKeown 

Methodists of Ivory Coast into the 
United Methodist family. 

The formal ceremony took place in 
a stadium filled with 20,000 people. 
Pre ident Laurent Gbagbo of the 
Republic of Ivory Coast was present. 
Most Christians in the country are 
Roman Catholic. A considerable part 
of the population is Muslim. 

Methodism was planted by British 
missionaries, and the former Eglise 
Protestante Methodiste was auto
nomous for many decades. It is a 
strong, self-supporting church, but it 

needs more pastors 
and evangelists. 
Assistance in leader
ship development is 
among the few 
requests it has made of 
The United Methodist 
Church. In due course, 
following the provi
sions of The Book of 
Discipline, the Cote 
d ' Ivoire mission may 
become a provisional 
and then a regular 
annual conference. 

~ •• , .... ~· .. ~ .. ... .... ..... ~~ · '• ' ' ... ~ . - .... . :.~. · 1 ... , ' ' .~ .. , ., ·. • '.. • • 



Goal Ill 
ALLEVIATE HUM~N SUFFERING 

I know that the Lord maintains the 
cause of the needy, and executes 
justice f or the poor. PsALM 140:12 

[C]are f or orphans and widows 
in their distress ... JAMES 1 :27B 

A Bright Future 
for a Venerable Hospital 
My husband (Bishop James K. 
Mathews), our two daughters, and I 
visi ted India in the autumn of 2003. It 

• 
~cliR!!€~f.~!€5~iTAL@ 
'h : M11-M'T.e5 Ph.JFu : 0511-2SJ'Sl31 

was Jim's 60th trip 
there. We made a 
special trip to Clara 
Swain Hospital in 
Bareilly. That city is 
the birthplace of 
Indian Methodism. 
It is also the site of 
the first hospital 

• 

M.any Bum paflenb conw- to Oara SWlllll I losp1tal 
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for women in the 
whole continent of Ma~h 200.\ 
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• Dr. Clara Swain, a 
: physician, went to 
z7 India on the same 

ship as Isabella 
Thoburn, who founded the first col
lege for women in Asia. 

My mother was close to the Clara 
Swain leaders through the years, and 
it was at the hospital that my father 
(E. Stanley Jones) died, so it means 
much to our whole family. 

During recent years, it 
has passed through deep 
waters. Through the 
heroic efforts of the 
Women's Division and 

the arduous work of retired missionary 
Lillian Wallace and others, the hospital 
has been saved and greatly improved. 
We found it fully operational, and the 
promise for the future is brighter than 
it ha been for some time. 

EUNICE J ONES MATHEWS 
MISS IONA RY 

Obeying God's Call 
Jerad Morey was one of 
three Global Justice 
Volunteers who worked in 
South Africa in the summer 
of 2003 through the Board 
and the Uniting Christian 
Student Association. The 
native of Richfield, 
Minnesota, reflected on James 1 :27 in 
an interview with Response, the maga
zine of United Methodist Women. 
"From the time I read these words, 
they have been inscribed on my soul. 
During our time in South Africa, we 
will, literally, be able to look 
after orphans in their distress. 
Many of the youth with whom 
we will work. .. will have lost 
one or both parents to AIDS. 

Left to right: Global Justice 
Volunteers Jerad Morey. Shea 
Freese . Jerimey Wicke . 
Image: Lane Cotton Winn 

(Below) Arab women. 
Image Paul Jeffrey/ACT 
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The Uniting Chri tian Student A o
ciation and The United Methodi t 

hurch are providing us with a 
wonderful opportunity to directly 
obey God' call as wri tten by Jame ." 

Global Ju tice Volunteer gives 
young adults, aged 18 to 25, an oppor
tunity to live and learn in ituation 
where people are working for change 
in th ir community. It ha a natural 
affinity with Uniting Chri tian 
Student A ociation, who e motto i 
"All that count i faith activa ted and 
en rgiz d and expre ed and working 
through 1 ve." 

All God's Children in Mission 
~ do God' work wa th cl ar 
mi ion of m ntally challeng d adult 
and their team partn r who a i ted 
at UM R' Sager Brown material 
d pot in Bald win, Loui iana, in 2002 
and 2003. The North labama 

ni r nc Volunt r in Mi ion 
program and United Meth di t 
R sid ntial Alternativ (UMRA), a 
c nf renc -related mini try wi th m n
tally handicapped adult , rganiz d th 
autumn trip . Th t am i ca ll d /1 11 

d ' hildr n in Mi i n.11 In th fir t 

o • ' • , 0 • • o • • I • o 
0 
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over three day , it packed 5, 62 kit , 
according to Paulette We t, onierenc 
VIM coordinator. Fifteen mentally 
challenged participant went ach ear, 
each one accompanied by a partner 
who could al o pro ide care a n d d . 
This orth Alabama initiati e i the 
fir t VIM team of mentally chall nged 
adult to join in the work of UM OR at 
Sager Brown. 

Th fir t y ar, when the team 
stopped for lunch in Hattie burg, 
Mi i ippi, a trang r in th r taurant 
in i ted on paying for the m al of all 
30 p ople. H did it in larg part, h 
told Barbara Euler, an UMRA ffi r 
and t am I ad r, b cau he and hi 
family w r impr d b how happ 
and caring th entir group m d. 
Th team nam d th trang r it /1 ang 
in blu j an 1

11 and th n t ar th 
organiz r arrang d to bu hi lunch at 
th am r taurant. 

UMRA d lop and mana 
r id ntial f cilitie for an av ra 
30 adult . Th VI 

r p r n with 

Serving Victims of War 
h n th mi. i nari _ w r va uat d 

fr m Lib ria [durin a ivil war] in 
Jun 2002, I ' L - r a i n d t w r1'. 
with r "fug "who fled int uin a . 
Th L mp i. at 'Z r k. r , )Uhid ~ 

nakry. Th h alth n d . ar> n r
m U'>, and th r i, m h alth fa -ilitv 
within th " amp. \ ith th \\'c-.,t f~ica 

Conference group of 
mentally chall nged dults 
at ~ger Brown 
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rainy season, malaria, diarrhea, and 
respiratory infections are prevalent. 
Children die because they do not have 
clothing, food, or good sleeping condi
tion . During that period, I supervised 
The United Methodist Church's pros
the is workshop as well as the com
munity-based HIV I AIDS Awareness, 
Prevention, and Control Program in 
Sierra Leone. I also studied French 
and tribal languages. Please pray for 
the people of Liberia, Guinea, and 
Sierra Leone. 

B EATRICE GBANGA 
MI SS IONARY AN D NU RSE 

(Fourteen United Methodist missionaries were 
evacuated from Liberia in June 2003 because 
of civil war. Reassigned to other ministries in 
West Africa, they returned to their Liberian 
assignments near the end of the year.) 

Christ Is Already There 
Sarah Timberlake of Thibodeaux, 
Louisiana, admits that the greatest 
reward from her work with Volunteers 
in Mission is seeing the impact volun
teer mission service has on youth. 

Perhaps one of the most poignant 
moments for Sarah came when her last 
mission team [in Mexico] was having 
an evening meal. She noticed that her 
grandson, also a volunteer, kept 
leaving the room to go outside. Sarah 
finally asked him what was going on. 

"I think the people outside are ask
ing for food. I think they are hungry," 
he said. 

Sarah said, "When I told him that 
we really couldn't give away all our 
food, he looked at me and said, 'Bu t 
isn' t that why we're here?' I was so 
humbled, and I realized that we can 
learn so much from the kids, too." 

When asked what serving as a VIM 
volunteer means to her, Sarah replied, 
"We should never get caught up in the 
task at hand, but we should remain 
immersed in the purpose of our task. 
We' re not bringing Christ to those 
we're helping-He has already been 
there before us. Our hope is to let 
them see Christ in us." 

B ETTY BACKSTROM 
LOU IS IANA CONFERENCE 

(Left) Women cooking at 
Kola camp in Guinea. 

(Middle) Refugees at a 
Guinea border post. 

(Right) Children at the 
Kounankan refugee camp 
in Gu inea. 
Images· Hans Polak. LWFIACT 
1nternauonal 

Liberian missionaries. 
Image; GBGM Web Team 
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Volunteer group from 
Thibodeaux, Louisiana. 
Sarah Timberlake is 
third from left. 
front row. (See story 
on previous page.) 
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Lithuanian Medical 
Team in Russia 
In September 2002, United Methodists 
in Lithuania decided they should wit
ness to the love of God by organizing 
a medical mission team to Russia. 
They used the Volunteers in Mission 
model. "[Volunteers] have been corn
ing to us so long, and now it is time 
for us to help others," said Inara 
Serafinaviciene, a Lithuanian doctor. 

A medical team of five-Dr. 
Serafinaviciene and Drs. Vanda 
Burneikiene and Danute Gaveniene, 
along with two nurses, Jelena 
Povilaviciene and Birute Bauziene
was accompanied by two missionaries, 
Chan Turman and Violetta Talandis. In 
Kaliningrad, the team offered free 
medical clinics at the United 
Methodist churches in 
Sovietsk and Zelenogradsk. 

Chan Turman later wrote of 
this experience: "An inspiring 
moment for me was that of 
watching these leaders from 
Lithuania express their faith 

to strangers in Russia. On one 
occasion, we were riding for 
two hours in a taxi from 
Sovietsk to Zelenogradsk. The 
driver asked Dr. Danute 
Gaveniene, who was sitting 
up front, where we were from 
and why we were there. I was 
so blessed as I heard Dr. 
Gaveniene proudly say that 
she was a United Methodist 
from Lithuania who came 
with the others to serve the 

people of Russia . She did not turn to 
me, a United Methodist missionary in 
the back seat, to explain the faith to 
him. She confidently told the driver 
about her church, which is part of who 
she is and how she lives." 

CHET CATALDO 
MI SSIONARY 

The Nature of Ministry 
Sometimes it takes many angels to 
carry out ministry. 

Joan is 72 years old and has arthri
tis. She cannot walk very well and is 
bent over when she does stand up. She 
used her Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) money, 
after a storm, to buy a trailer across 
the creek from where she used to live 
in rural McDowell County, West 

(Front, left to right) Birute Bauziene,Vanda Burneikiene, Chan Turman, lnara Serafinaviciene, 
(Rear. left to right) Jelena Povilaviciene, Danute Gaveniene, Violerca Tai an dis 
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Relief Workers 
The United Methodist Committee on Rel ief 
at the end of 2003 had 550 employees at 
work around the globe. Rel ief personnel 
numbers vary with the frequency and inten
sity of natural disasters and wars and the 
needs of refugees. 

Virginia. It needed some repairs before 
she could move in. 

A work team came and built a ramp 
and a back porch, painted it, put new 
water lines inside, ran a hose up from 
the creek (which i her ource of water), 
and replaced a window, along with 
other repairs. Another team checked 
out the electrical wiring. Still another 
group replaced the pole that holds the 
electric meter. And ye t another put 
vinyl on the kitchen floor. 

Kelly, a summer intern working 
with me in our cooperative parish 
mini try, helped as we went through 
ome of Joan's things and moved the 

small and breakable items. Joan' on 
and a neighbor moved the heavy fur
niture. 

One day while I was helping Joan 
with her move, I mentioned that 
Rose's house had burned. Joan did not 
know Rose, but she gave me some of 
her own food o share with her. When 
I got ready to leave that day, Joan also 
gave me $10 for Ro e. 

Sometimes it takes many angels to 
carry out ministry. 

J UDY MATHENY 
DEACONESS, C HURC H 

AND CO MM UN ITY WO RKE R 

Some West Virginia communities are still repairing damage from floods in 200 I. 
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Sandy Rowland (wearing 
glasses) with children at 
Sunny Bridge Kindergarten 
in Mostar, Bosnia. 
Image: Sandy Rowland 

Landmine removal techniques. 

Images: Two teft: Paul D1rdak 
Man and dog· Ted Warnock 

Goal IV 
SEEK JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND PEACE 

[A]nd what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God? M1cAH 6:8 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God." 
MATTHEW 5:9 

A Gift of Hope 
in Bosnia 
It's just like Jesus to send 
you to a place you never 
thought you would go 
and help you to love 
people you never thought 
you would know. That 

was my experience as a United 
Methodist Individual Volunteer in 
Bojelo Polje, Bosnia. After two United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission trips 
there, I knew I had to return. 

Since the war, Bosnia has been a jig
saw puzzle, some of whose pieces 
don't fit. There are still many desperate 
people with raw emotions and war 
traumas. The hardest part for me was 
figuring out how I could really help. 

I soon came to 
realize I couldn't 
help everyone, only 
a few. Jesus led me. 
I started a grief sup
port group for the 

war widows-I, too, am a widow. 
I helped create handicraft enterprises, 
worked with the children, and taught 
English. I also became a listening 
ear for stories of courage, strength, 
sadness, and death. My new Bosnian 
friends will be in my heart forever. 
They taught me to love others who are 
different from me and handed me the 
gift of hope! 

SANDY ROWLAND 
BA LTIMORE-WA SHINGTO CONFEREN C E 

Indiv idual mission volunteers spend from a few weeks to 
many months in service around the world. 

Landmine Removal in 
Mozambique 
The United Methodist Landmine 
Removal Ministry in Mozambique is 
one of the most remarkable and 
rewarding efforts of the church, return
ing to productive cultivation hundreds 
of acres of formerly useless farmland 
and saving untold lives. It dramatically 
promotes ju tice and freedom. After 
exploring a variety of technologies, 
UMCOR selected a process that 
combines mechanical land clearance, 
bomb detection by dogs, and safe 
removal of the landmines by human . 
The work is slow but effective, carried 
out in contract with an indigenou 
company becoming known internation
ally for its creativity. The proce s i 
ingeniou : armored tractor with 
Styrofoam-filled tire use wirling 
chain brushes to remove growth a tall 
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a 50 f t; the dog niff out th 
b mb ; it ar mark d; and h avily 
pr t t d p r onn 1 ith r d tonat or 

th d 1 

ma hin can cl ar m 12. acr 
p rm nth but an op rat onl in the 
dr a on. Thi m thod i much 
f t r, more effectiv , and af r than 
th traditional u e of m tal d t ctor . 
It multiplie the land r turned to 
pr du ti u by a factor f t n to 

n d g are urrentl in u e, 
typ f h ph rd d ri ed from 

B lgium and br d and train d in 
Ti a . o animal ha b n kill d or 
injur d by bomb , and th dogs 
rec ive regular care by av terinarian. 

Road to Freedom 
A lot can happen when individual and 
churche give of them Iv to h lp 

th r . A donation fan I ctric wheel
chair purred an cum nical and civic 

utr ach proj ct in the mall up tat 
w Y, rk town of ortland. The 

wh !chair wa donat d by an individ
ual through Unit d M thodi t 

olunt r in Mi ion (UMVIM) to a 
handicap ace ibility ag ncy called 
A c to Indep nd nc . Thi initiated 
a proj ct called "R ad to Fr <lorn" that 
ha 1 d to the building of wheelchair 
ramp in ortland and fr dom of 
m bility tot n individual and their 
famili . 

In June 2003, at am of 21 teen and 
adult fr m We tlake, Ohio, came to 

rtland in re pon e t a po ting by 
Unit d M thodi t olunteer in 
Mi i n. er a p ri d of ven day , 
th c mplet d fi e ramp , built ec-

UMYIM team from Westlake, Ohio, rejoices 
with Jacob Beardsley. young recipient of the new ramp. 

tion for thr mor , painted two 
hou e , and coated the roof of a mobile 
horn . Th y were hou ed at a Free 
Methodist camp; fed by United 
M thodi t, Bapti t, Catholic, and 
Salvation Army churches; and were 
financially upported by local 
busin sand civic group . They 
learned the meaning of giving and 
in pired other to e the po ibilities 
of changing their own communities. 
Mr . Gertrude Sturdevant, a recipient 
of on of the ramp , aid it be t: "They 
giv me hope a ut the future, and I 
thank God for ending these angels." 

GREG FORRESTER 
U 1 JM COORDINATOR 

ORTHEASTER JURISD ICTION 

Resolved to 
Effect Real Change 
"H ha a deep commitment 
to erving the poor a an 
advocate for ju tice, peace, 
and freedom," Bi hop Solito 
K. Toquero of Manila ay of 
the Rev. I rael Alvaran. 

After everal year of devoted 
mini try in the Philippine , the 
clergyman i now tudying as a 
Cru ad Scholar at Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, 

Rev. Israel A lvaran. 
l""'ge GBGM 

23 



24 

BIE NIAL REPORT 2002-2003 

Foodc· 
iven in th 

California. The Manila Area 
Central Conference awaits his 
return in 2007, when he will be 
assigned to teach Christian social 
ethics at Union Theological 
Seminary in Manila. Crusade 
Scholars receive support through 
the Board with the objective of 
educating church leaders around 
the world. 

The Rev. Alvaran always knew he 
was called by God to ministry. 
Reflecting on his past, he say , "On my 
way to school, I would see children 
rummaging over garbage in search of 
food, while I was stuffed with a hearty 
breakfast." As a young man of Malay 
descent in Manila, he learned that 
poverty is an all too real condition and 
he resolved to make "a small contribu
tion to effect genuine social change." 
He chose the ministry of education. 
"Even as a youth, I believed that educa
tion and empowerment of people are 
prerequisites of social progress ba ed 
on justice and equity." 

The Crusade Scholar program 
dates back to 1944 a a response to the 
devastation of World War II. One of 
it primary objectives is to promote 
world peace and understanding. It is 
supported by the World Communion 
Offering that the Church m ake th 
firs t Sunday of every October. 

Food for Justice, 
Peace, and Love 
Once a month, 50 p ople form a 
human chain to unload a truck 
fill d with baked good and oth r 
food outside the Mounds Park 
United M thodi t hurch in t. Paul, 
Minne ota . They are part of an urban 

Of ~~ ;e 

food ministry demonstrating mis ion 
collaboration, a hallmark of Holy 
Boldness, the urban ministry plan of 
The United Methodist Church. The 
workers come not only from five 
participating congregation but also 
from the neighborhood, including 
those who are food recipient . The 
side of the truck read , "Food given in 
the name of Jesus Chri t." More than 
300 people benefit from the program. 

"We can hare the goodne of God, 
showing love, kindness, and under
standing for all the people of the 
world," ay Eugene, one of the volun
teer . "No we have many Hmong 
people come to help and get food. W 
can bring all these people to come and 
join the church!" 

The five participating United 
Methodist congregations ar Mound 
Park and Hmong A bury in t. Paul, 
and Christ, Epworth, and Woodbury 
in Minneapoli . Their covenant, which 
goes beyond food, state : "We are 
Unit d Methodi t partner , commi -
sioned by God to act in ju tice, peace, 
and love. Through the pirit of hri t, 
w tr ngth n our faith b ri king 
mi ion tog ther to bring th hop f 
th Go pel for community tran forma
tion with op n h art and hand ." 

B ETH MUELLER 
115> 10 J\RY 
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A New Day for 
Chantelle 
There was a time not 
so long ago when 

Chantell , 13, would not 
have dreamed of attend

ing a pre tigious regional 
preparatory school in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, where she lives. That 
he entered as a freshman in 2003 is 

due in part to the collaborative efforts 
of the Hill Section Communities of 
Shalom and Scranton' Employment 
Opportunities Training Center 
(EOTC). The two organizations togeth
er provide children with opportunities 
to explore music, drama, arts, and 
crafts. Communitie of Shalom are 
related to the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

Chantelle participated in a Shalom
initiated Girl Scout troop in a local 
apartment complex known as the "last 
re ort" for per ons ineligible for public 
hou ing. Although the apartments 
were not within the defined "Shalom 
Zone," the ministry accepted the chal
lenge, and a challenge it was. Gunfire 
once erupted outside during a troop 
meeting. The Shalom team hung in 
and so did Chantelle, who began to 
take part in Shalom events at Elm Park 
United Methodist Church, located in 
the Hill Section. 

It was easy to recommend Chantelle 
when Scranton Preparatory School 
a ked EOTC to name five possible 
cholarship students. One of only two 

who eventually qualified for admis
ion, Chantelle received a full scholar
hip . The family ha now moved out 

of the notorious apartment complex, 

and Chantelle's mother gives Shalom 
and EOTC high praise for their 
positive influence on her d aughter. 

J.P. D UNCAN 
EA TE R PEN YLVANIA O NF ERENCE 

The Voice of Asian 
Christian Youth 

Youth participate in the 2003 AMYN in Seoul, Korea. 
lmage: GBGM 

Poverty, militarism, peace-building 
and sexism are high on the list of 
issues to be addressed by the new 
Asian Methodist Youth Network 
(AMYN). The network was formed in 
2003 as an outgrowth of a dozen years 
of Christian youth organizing by the 
Board. Organized into four subregions 
incorporating 14 countries, AMYN 
promotes leadership that from a 
Christian perspective can address 
pressing challenges in the areas of 
justice, freedom, and peace. "It is 
God' call for us [as] Christian youth 
to continue to search for justice and 
raise our voices to be heard," said a 
statement from an August 2003 
conference held in Seoul, Korea. 

One of the top issues is the impact 
of American military troops in most 

t 
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Tampa UMC Centers. 
Images: Carlene Triplett 
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Women's Assembly 
The 2002 Assembly of United Methodist 

Women in Philadelphia drew I 0,000 partici

pants. "Sing a New Song" was the theme fo r 

worship, Bible study, and educational 

workshops. In a demonstration of hands-on 

mission, the women brought 21 ,284 pounds 

of material resources to be distributed by 

UMCOR. The contributions included 1,546 

school kits; 1,216 sewing kits; 9,669 health 

kits; 455 layettes; and 120 bedding packs. 

Asian lands, especially sex-trafficking 
and violence against women in base 
areas. Another priority is to organize 
an AMYN exchange program to share 
information on successful models of 
Methodist youth work in the various 
subregions. Rachel Gail Abad, former 
president of the National Youth 
Fellowship of the Philippines, United 
Church of Christ, and a Board partner, 
was elected coordinator of AMYN. 

Poverty: The Race 
Against the Clock 
Helping women create a better life is 
not a new undertaking for United 
Community Centers. We've been doing 
it since 1909 when a group of 
Methodist women from Fort Worth's 

First Methodist Church 
began teaching poor immi
grant women in the stock
yards area of our city how 
to read and speak English. 
Our Wesley Center is still 
located on the north side 

and today works with many Hispanic 
immigrants. Educators in our comput
er-learning center teach English as a 
Second Language, prepare clients to 
obtain their GEDs, and help customers 
gain in-demand computer skills so they 
can get jobs that offer decent wages, 
benefits, and future employability. 

There are millions of American 
women living in poverty. What does it 
mean to be poor in our land of plenty? 
It means being surrounded by wealth, 
but having no access to it. It means 
having to choose between paying your 
rent and buying medicine for your 
kids; or between paying your electrici
ty bills and buying a tire for your car 
so you can get to work. Poverty means 
living in inadequate, crowded, low
income housing often in disrepair and 
usually in high-crime neighborhoods. 
We are not talking about women on 
welfare-the majority work for their 
wages, either full-or part-time. 

Mission institutions across the 
United States, like United Community 
Centers, are immersed in a race 
against the clock to help women 
become literate by offering adult basic 
education, English lessons, workplace 
literacy, job skills training, and life 
skills training. These women have to 
be provided with safe, affordable 
childcare with people they can trust to 
love and nurture their children. 

CELIA ESPARZA 
PRES IDENT. UNITED COMM UN ITY CENTERS 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

(ABBREV IATED FROM HER ADDRESS AT THE 2003 UMW AS EMBLY) 
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Communications 

ublications, videos, displays, and 
technology (including the Internet) 
play important roles in contemporary 
mission witness and service. These 
means of communication underscore 
and expand evangelism and education 
and provide contacts with annual con
ferences, congregations, mission partner 
organizations, and church members. 

Mission Studies. Among the oldest 
and most widely used publications of 
the Board are the mission and spiritual 
growth studies prepared annually. The 
spiritual growth materials come from 
Women's Division. The study themes 
for the last two years were: 

2002-2003 

The Scandalous Message of James 
(spiritual growth study) 

Mexico: Labyrinth of Faith 
Restorative Justice 

2003-2004 

Exodus: The Journey to Freedom 
(spiritual growth s tudy) 

Mexico: Labyrinth of Faith (repeated) 

Creating Interfaith Community 

These study resources, geared to 
adults, youth, and children, are pub
lished in English, Spanish, and Korean 
and are used in thousands of regional, 
annual conference, district, and local 
study venues. "Study books" are sup
plemented by articles in the Board's 
two magazines, 
New World Outlook, 
a bi-monthly, and 
Response, the publi
cation of Women's 
Division, and on 
the Board's website. 

Websites. The Board's website, 
http://gbgm-umc.org, is an increasingly 
significant component in international 
communications. The site is constantly 
upgraded to make it more inclusive 
and easier to use. 

A completely cross-indexed and 
cross-referenced content-management 
system allows content providers, who 
may have little or no technical 
knowledge, to submit information for 
posting. A customized mission infor
mation service, "MyGBGM," allows 
subscribers to receive daily feeds of 
information closely matching their 
areas of interest. An "e-store," 
launched in the winter of 2003, makes 
it possible for people around the 
world to purchase mission-related 
resources online. In late 2003, the 
Cincinnati-based Service Center went 
online, www.scorders .org, with its com
plete inventory of mission materials. 
Several newslett rs of Board units are 
available online, as well as audio clips 
and a range of mission photographs. 
The website in mid-2003 was receiving 
some 12,750 visitors every day, with 
an average visit lasting 13 minutes. 

Space on the Board's Internet 
server is also available to United 
Methodist congregations, districts, 
annual conferences, and units of 
United Methodist Women. The 
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service is quite popular and by mid-2003 it 
included 9,193 websites. 

Print Publications. In addition to the 
two magazines, the Board in a typical year 
produces more than 4,200 different printed 
resources, including books, catalogs, newslet
ters, brochures, maps, posters, displays, and 
leaflets. The annual Prayer Calendar offers 
daily guidance in prayer for the mission 
work and workers of the church, along w ith 
a collection of mission stories. In 2002 and 
2003, the Board continued a special project 
devoted to the mission history of The United 
Methodist Church and its predecessor 
denominations. Works cover the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, the Methodist 
Protestant Church, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, The Methodist Church (1939-
1968), and The United Methodist Church 
from 1968 through 2000. Both Women's 
Division and the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief publish their own 
annual reports, which are available on reque t. 

Radio Africa International. This two-year 
experimental effort expanded communication 
on a regular basis with people in areas with 

Staff Leadership Team 
The various programming units of the 
Board, Women' Division, Admini trative 
Service , and the Office of Planning and 
Research are led by deputy general ecre
tari s; they, along with the general ecre
tary and the g neral trea urer, form the 
Board Cabinet, or leadership team. 
A ociat general seer taries are om time 
added to the team at the di er tion of the 
g neral cretary. A t th end of 2003, the 
Board Cabinet con i t d of th following: 

limited access to 
information. While 
specifically aimed 
at people from the 
African continent, the radio program were 
also heard by listener around the world-in 
Asia, Latin America, Europe, and the United 
States. Africa was chosen a the pecific 
focus of the radio ministry in large part 
because the AIDS crisis and other medical 
emergencies made it a place of great need 
for improved health information. Both 
English and French language ver ions in 
2002 and 2003 covered health is ue , piritu
al and religious value , the work of the 
church in society, economic development, 
women's issues, environmental theme , and 
peace and justice concern . 

Translation Services. The Board in the la t 
two years upgraded and expanded its tran -
lation ervice . Equipment for imultaneous 
translation is available to all church organiza
tions and institution for a mall fe . Live 
interpreters can be supplied to work with the 
equipment. The Board will provide the e 
ervice to the 2004 General Conference. 

R. Randy Day 
E ERAL SECRETARY 

Deborah Ba 
DEPUTY GE ERAL SECRETARY 

Administration 

Paul Dirdak 
DEPUTY E ERAL SECRET RY 

Hea ltlr nnd Relief and Mission 
Volunteers 

am Dix n 
OLP TY GE [RAL SE RET\R\ 

Evangeli:ation and Church 
Growth 

R land Femand 
ACTI G L ERAL TRE \~ RER 

Edith l a 
DEP n (,[ LR \l <,[lRI T \R\ 

Mis 1011 Pnsonni·I 

Young ook Kang 
DEP n GE ERAL SECRETARY 

Mission Contexts and 
Relations/rips and fission 
Education 

T Kimbr ugh, Jr. 
·o IATE E ER l FCRET R\ 

Mission Et1ange11s111 

Michael Ri a 
DE PUT\ GE ER \ l '[CRET R\ 

Pla111iing and Research 

J rald c tt 
A~<,OCI TE GE LR>\L <,ElRET\R\ 

Community and Ill t1tut1onal 
I1111stncs 

i omt>n '~ Dn1 1~1on 
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General Board of 
Global Ministries Directors 

Central Conference Pa tricia Luecke Ann G. Ashcraft Mary M. Melvin 
Members DAKOTAS ARKANSAS FLORIDA 

Wi ll iam Lux Myrtle F. Clingenpeel James B. Mooneyhan 
Paixao Baptista IOWA OKLAHOMA NORTH GEORGIA 

WEST A GOLA 
Donald Meeks Elizabe th Fenner Nelida Mora Morales 

Francisco B. Bilog ILLINO IS GREAT RIVERS MISSOUR I FLOR IDA 

PHILI PPINES 
David V.W. Owen Da le L. Fooshee Mary A. Poindexter 

Kongolo Chijika SOUTH INDIANA KANSAS EAST MISSISS IPPI 

SOUTH KATANGA 
John D. Peterson Dolores L. Garcia Richard Shinhoster 

Joseph Humper WEST OH IO RIO GRANDE SOUTH GEO RG IA 

S IERRA LEONE 
Duane Sarazin Wi ll iam H. Hinson Gary Thomas Ward 

'I 
Benjamin Ju to MINNESOTA TEXAS NORTH ALABA MA 

PHILI PPI NES 
Linda A. Schramm . William Kreamer Frances J. Woodworth 

Irene Kabete DETRO IT MISSOUR I RED BIRD MISSIONARY 

ZIM BABWE 
Judith Siaba Joel Martinez Shan Yohan 

Odimba Kalema NORTH ERN ILLINOIS RIO GRANDE/SOUTHWEST TEXAS NORTH GEORG IA 

ENTRA L CONGO Cheryl Phillips 
Thomas Kemper NORTHEASTERN 

TEXAS WESTERN 
GERMANY Billy Ratcliff 
Liz Mariano JURISDICTION JURISDICTION 

NORTH TEXAS 

PH ILI PPI NES Mary A. Baldridge Ella Rathod Jean Davis 

Ruediger Minor BALTI MORE/WAS HI NGTON YELLOWSTONE 
NE BRASKA 

RUSS IA PROV IS IONAL John E. Carrington Daniel Soliz William W. Dew, Jr. 

Tove Odland NEW YORK DESE RT SOUTHWEST 
RIO GRANDE 

O RT H ERN EU ROPE Ram on A. Evangelista Hazel Steely Phyllis Ferguson 

Leah Olusiji GREATER NEW JERSEY PAC IFIC NORTHWEST 
KANSAS EAST 

IGERIA Sandra Ferguson Dianne M. Tombaugh Patricia Ann Goss 
BALTIMORE/WAS HI NGTON DESERT SOUTHWEST 

Andreas Staempfli KANSAS WEST 

CENT RA L & SOUTH ERN EU ROPE Guinevere P. Gregory Diane Clark Vogler Eddie Kelemeni 
WEST ERN PENNSYLVAN IA RO KY MOU NTA IN 

Lina D. Villanueva ARKANSAS 

PH ILIPPIN ES Margaret W. Johnson David M. Wilson Randolph Miller 

George D. Wilson, Jr. WYO MI NG CALIFORN IA/NEVADA 
OKLAHOMA IN DIAN MISS IONARY 

LIB ERIA Hae Jong Kim Mee Sue Park 
WESTERN PENNSYLVAN IA CA LI FOR~ IA / PAC IFIC 

Nancy H . Leathrum 
SOUTH EASTERN Lavada Redding Jurisdictional JURISDICTION PEN INSULA/DELAWARE ROCKY MOUNTA IN 

Members (Identified 
Melinda McKonly Charlene R. Black Rachel Lieder Simeon 

by Annual EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA SOUT H GEORG IA ALASKA M ISSIO ARY 

Conference) Florise M. Jackson Brenda B. Brown 

N ORTH CENTRAL Newton NORTH CAROLINA SPECIAL CATEGORIES 
GREATER NEW JERSEY Joyce S. Clark 

JURI SDICTION Judy Nutter T ENNESSEE 
Luisa A. Diaz 

Genie Bank 
PUERTO RICO 

WEST VIRGIN IA G. Lindsey Davis 
DETRO IT Wendy Rhodehamel NORTH GEORGIA 

Sylvia M. Faulk 

Charle Boayue, Jr. 
COMM ISS ION ON PAN-METHOD IST 

NO RT H CENTRAL NEW YORK Nancy Eubanks COOPERATION 
DETRO IT H . Ulises Torres MEMP HIS 

Julia Deemer NEW ENGLAND Cashar W. Evans, Jr. 
WEST MI C HIGAN NORTH CAROLINA 

Sally Dyck SOUTH CENTRAL Mildred Gibson 
EAST O HIO 

JURISDICTION 
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

Mary H . Ga te Curtis J. Henderson 
MI NNESOTA Guy C. Ames, III ALABA MA/WEST FLO RIDA 

Emmy Lou John 
OKLAHOMA 

Rita Arni 
Georgia R. Lister 

NORTHERN ILLI NO IS HOLSTON 

Jonathan D. Kea ton 
MISSOURI 

EAST OHIO 
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Financial Report 2002 

verall giving to the World Service Fund in 
2002 by congregations and conferences 
declined 1.4% from 2001 with a resulting 
$400,000 reduction in funding to GBGM in 
2002. While churches and conferences strug
gled with large increases in health care and 
in urance costs, 14 conferences were able to 
contribute 100% of their World Service 
apportionments to the denomination. We 
thank those conferences for their stewardship 
in the midst of difficult economic challenges. 

GBGM was not immune to significant 
increases in health care and insurance costs, 
but careful attention to costs in all other 
area resulted in costs being $3.5 million 
below budget and $18.4 million below 2001 

levels. Unfortunately, operating revenues in 
2002 were lower than 2001 by $27.1 million. 
Advance giving was $15 million lower than 
2001, when more than $17 million was 
given to the Love in the Midst of Tragedy 
Advance Special after the September 11th 
attacks. Significant reductions were also 
experienced in gifts, dividends and interest, 
income from trusts, and receipts by 
UMCOR for NGO projects. 

These large swings in revenues and 
expenses were accompanied by significant 
reductions in GBGM's net assets, as the US 
stock market declined again in 2002 for the 
third consecutive year. The Financial 
Summary is as follows: 

Financial Summary 2000 200 I 2002 

REVENUES ($MILLIONS) 

WORLD SERVICE $25.0 $23.7 $23.3 
WOMEN'S DIVISION 21.1 20.8 19·9 
SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS +o 4.5 4.1 
ADVANCE FOR CHRIST 23.0 38.8 23.7 
UMCOR I NGO PROJECTS 26.8 35.3 30.7 
INTEREST & DIVIDENDS 13.2 10.3 8.3 
TRUST INCOME 9.1 8.1 6.7 
GIFTS & BEQUESTS 5.7 3.9 3.1 
ALL OTHER INCOME 10.4 9.9 8.4 
TOTAL REVENUES $138.3 $155.3 $128.2 

EXPENDITURES 

PROGRAM: 

MISSION PERSONNEL 19·9 3i.8 23.0 
OTHER PROGRAMS & MINISTRIES 138.7 129.0 118.5 

ADMIN. & FUNDRAISING 17.5 14.9 15.8 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $176.1 $175.7 $157.3 

ASSET ACCOUNTS 
USE OF NET ASSETS (37.8) (20.4) (29.1) 
APPRECIATION I (DEPRECIATION) (12.8) (14.1) (33.5) 
NON-OPERATING ACTIVITIES 1.2 3.4 3.8 

-
NET ASSETS (END OF YEAR) $355·3 $324.2 $265.4 
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GBGM NET ASSETS ($ MILLIONS) 
PERMANENTLY TEMPORARILY 

RESTRICTED RESTRICTED UNRESTRICTED TOTAL 
2000 100.9 111.6 142.8 355·3 
2001 102.2 114.6 107.4 324.2 
2002 103.9 96.9 64.6 265.4 

At year end 2002, Unres tricted N e t A ssets stood at $64.6 million (dow n 65% from $184.0 
million at year-end 1998), which are dis tributed as follows: 

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS YEAR END 2002 

WOMEN'S DIVISION 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 

HEALTH & WELFARE DIVISION 

GBGM, EXCLUDING DIVISIONS ABOVE 

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS 

($ MILLIONS) 

$30.4 

8.6 

0.3 

These Unrestricted Net Assets include $9.5 million that has been set aside for the 
pensions of our missionaries and deaconesses, $9.6 million in funds functioning as 
endowments, and $42.6 million designated by directors for specific p rograms . 

Income Accounts 
WORLD S ERVICE receipts were $23.3 million in 2002 and w ere received a t 91.4% of 

apportioned levels from our United M ethodis t churches in 2002. We rejoice at this 
encouraging response to the support of our d enomina tional ministries around the world! 

SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS (again above $4 m illion for the year ) were as follows: 

SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS ($ THOUSANDS) 
ONE GREAT HUMAN WORLD NATIVE 

HOUR OF RELATIONS COMMUNION AMERICAN 
SHARING DAY SUNDAY AWARENESS 

2000 2,982 392 525 94 
2001 3'395 446 504 115 
2002 3,032 415 483 128 

GIFTS AND SUPPORT FROM THE WOMEN'S DIVISION in 2002 totaled $19.93 m illion, down 
about 4% from 2001, but very close to the $20 million in support that h as come consistently 
to GBGM from the Women's Div ision over the p ast nine years. The Women' s D ivision 
expended $33.5 million in to tal support of m ission in 2002, including programs adminis
tered within the Div ision and funded throu gh GBGM. 
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ADVANCE FOR CHRIST giving in 2002 fell 
39% to $23.7 million. In 2001, more than $17 
million wa r ceived for Love in the Midst of 
Tragedy, th Advance Special in re pon e to 
the terrori t attacks of September 11th. In 2002, 
no Advance Special projects attracted compa
rable gift from our congregants. Nonetheless, 
Advance Special giving- designated, econd
mile offerings-remains a major source of 
donation from our members. In 2002, $6.84 
million wa given through the Advance to 
support mi sionary personnel. 

REVENUES FOR UMCOR AND THE NGO 
represent both donated commodities 
(primarily from US federal agencies) and 
grants from the US and foreign governments 
that are used to provide food, shelter, 
fuel, and program services to needy families 
in more than 70 countries. Revenue of $30.7 
million are generally consistent with the 
previous six years. 

INTEREST AND DIVIDEND INCOME in 2002 
was down to $8.3 million from a 1999 high of 
$13.2 million. This is a result of both the 
reduced amount of net assets earning returns 
and lower interest rates. Income from Trusts 
has been declining since 2000, when distribu
tions began from the Special Benefits Trust at 
the General Board of Pension and Health 
Benefits. Such operations have strengthened in 
2003 and will provide increasing revenues to 
the missionary pension plan (to which it is ear
marked) in the coming years. Special Benefit 
Trust distributions will almost completely 
disappear in 2004 and will not be a material 
source of income in the future. Operational 
gifts and bequests (non-endowment) were 
$3.2 million in 2002, from a peak of $10.l million 
in 1999. 

' Expenditures 
MISSION PERSONNEL expenditures rose 
significantly in 1998 as the Board pre-funded 
$10 million of pension costs for our retired 
missionaries. In 2001, added mission person
nel drove spending for this sector above $30 
million as more than 2,400 commissioned and 
non-commissioned personnel were engaged 
in active service. Cost-containment efforts 
kept expenditures for mission personnel at 
$27.5 million in 2002, and favorable pension 
adjustments reduced those expenses further 
to $23.0 million. In other Board program 
areas, cutbacks in programs and personnel 
were enacted in response to declining rev
enues. 

OTHER PROGRAM EXPENDITURES (excluding 
mission personnel) were $118.5 million in 
2002, down 23% from a high of $152.9 
million in 1999. Significant efforts were made 
to: consolidate functions; reduce travel and 
overhead expenses; increase cooperative 
efforts within the agencies and the denomina
tion; and reduce costs via renegotiation of 
contracts and aggressive cost-control efforts. 
Grants to non-UM organizations were 
reduced by over 70% during that period and 
UM grants were reduced as well. Staff sup
porting the mission functions was reduced by 
more than 100 persons. Unfortunately, casual
ty and liability insurance costs doubled after 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, and 
medical insurance costs have incurred 
double digit increases annually since 2001. 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 
of $15.8 million in 2002 were 10.0% of total 
expenditures. 

ROLAND FERNANDES 
INTERIM GENERAL TREASURER 
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free, except for postage and handling, 
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GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
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CINCINNATI OH 45222- 1800 

HOWTO FIGURE COSTS 
FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING* 
50 or less, add $3.50 
51-400, add $4.50 
Over 400, add $1.50 per I 00 
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charged in addition to shipping and handling. 

* You may be notified of an upward adjustment 
on shipments with large quantities of free 
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