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When the Going Gets Rough 
In life, when the going get rough you either have to dig in and hold 
on or cut your losses and exit quickly. Sometimes businesses must 
close in rough economic times. When natural disasters strike, whole 
communities may have to evacuate an area. Wars and civil conflicts 
crea te thousands of refugees and people displaced within their coun
trie . But when it comes to mission, when the going gets rough, that's 
when the mission starts. 

Thi issue of New World Outlook is about people of the church who 
dig in and hold on tightly through catastrophic events, trusting in the 
love and direction of God to see them through. Some of these folks are 
mi ionaries, some are United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) workers, and some are members of communities in many 
different places who make the decision to stay in a bad situation and 
work to make it better. They follow Jesus on a path less traveled . 

Four of the stories come from UMCOR, reporting on its current work 
in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Mozambique, and Liberia. All of these countries 
have experienced deep wounds related to war. Ethnic and political ten
sions are high and at any moment may flare into violence. Mission is dif
ficult, but spiritual rebirth may be the only hope for peace. The church 
must be present, calling on all people to awaken to the movement of 
God's spirit within their midst. At the same time, UMCOR helps com
munities to rebuild their lives, clearing landmines, digging wells, plant
ing fields-enabling families to return to their abandoned lands. 

Two articles present stories about the difficulty of educating chil
dren in places where the infrastructure is poor and the funding is low, 
but the church opens schools anyway. In Liberia and in the 
Philippines, The United Methodist Church has dedicated workers and 
administrators who are committed to quality education. Without the 
church schools, some of the children in these countries would go with
out any formal education. Likewise, many church institutions in the 
United States provide seasonal opportunities for children to learn and 
grow in a less formal atmosphere. The children of the South Side 
Settlement House in Toledo, Ohio, send summer snapshots of their 
time at Triple S Camp. 

Diane Allen writes about the Protestant church in China today. They 
dug in and held on for many years after the missionaries left. The need 
for lay and clergy training figures high on the church's list of priorities, 
but social ministries are also an integral part of the church's mission. 

As we go to press with this issue, Haiti is unfortunately in the news 
again-1000 or more Haitians have lost their lives to Hurricane 
Jeanne. Keith Rae writes about the Methodist Church in Haiti as it tries 
to minister to a people wracked by political upheaval, natural disas
ters, and grinding poverty. The interviews in the article on page 38 can 
be heard on our multimedia website, http:/ /gbgm-umc.org/ nwo. 

Christie R. House 

rl To Give to the Advance: 

For United Methodists: Make the check out to your local church and write the Advance name and code number on the check. Give your gift to your 
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GCFA" with the project name and code number on the check. Send the check to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. To 
contribute with a credit card, call 1-888-252-6174. 

All Advance projects are also eligible for Supplementary Gifts through United Methodist Women 's giving channels. 
Supplementary Gifts are given through the local -church UMW treasurer. The Women 's Division will honor the designation. 
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assistance 
Methodist Church. You have a 
warehouse with enough drugs to 
save 100 babies from certain 
death-yet there are 1000 babies in 
your area facing a tragic end with-

out this medication. How do you 
decide who lives and who dies? 

Throw into the equation a war 
or the aftermath of one. Religious 
and ethnic tensions constantly 
flare, the murder rate is running at 
50 per week, and massacres of 
civilians are common. The country 
is effectively controlled by war
lords who demand extortionate 
bribes to allow aid to pass. 
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The babies you could save all 
lie within a warlord's territory. 
These same warlords are the ones 
causing the conflict that brought 
aid workers here in the first place. 
In order for you to save lives, you 
have a choice. Do you work with 
the warlords, knowing that they 
are the perpetrators of mass mur
der, and get the drugs through? Or 
do you let the babies die? 

You 
the war 
icumof 
theywi 
tional r 
that Wi 
killing. 
warlord 
to save 
you m 
destroy 

l 
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You know that working with 
the warlords will bestow a mod
icum of re pectability on them that 
they will use to exploit the interna
tional media and garner support 
that will help them continue the 

1 killing. You know that w ithout the 
, warlords' help, you w ill be unable 

to save lives, but with their help 
you m ay be helping them to 
destroy more lives. 

Inset: In Marc/1 2004, this Serbian Orthodox church was set on fire during.a vio
lent outbreak between Serbs and Albanians iri Mitrov ica. AP/ Wide World Photos 

Add the presence of interna
tional troops, who may be viewed 
as ei ther peacemakers or invaders 
by the local population. They have 
offered their assistance to force 
through your drugs at the point of 
a gun (or, in this case, many guns) . 
But you know that this will link 
you with the international forces, 
thus exposing you, your taff, and 
the commw1ities you work with to 
danger from those who regard the 
troops as invaders. 

What would you do? Whatever 
you do, people w ill die. How do 
you live with yourself after you 
make your decision? These are the 
types of dilemmas facing UMCOR 
staff in war and postwar zones. 

The public image of humanitar
ianism is the delivery of food and 
medicines to a needy population. 
The aid gets delivered, everyone is 
happy, and lives are saved. 
Unfortunately, the reality is quite 
different. The field of humanitari
an assistance has changed dramat
ically over the past 15 years. Aid 
plays an increasingly important 
role in the political maneuvering of 
the major and min r world pow
ers. The phrase "no such thing as a 
free lunch" has never been more 
apt. In this article, I would like to 
look at UMCOR's missions in 
Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Bosnia, 
as well as areas such as Iraq, as 
illustrative examples. 

Dilemmas in Kosovo 
The war in Kosovo ended in 2000 
with the ethnic Albanian majority 
effectively in control and the mass 
displacement of Serbs, the majority 
of whom have yet to return. The 
violence continue against those 
Serbs who have returned and the 
minorities seen as their allies . 
UMCOR, based in the capital, 
Pristina, and headed by New 
Zealander Kelly Miles, works in 
Kosovo primarily to provide the 
opportunity for Serbs to return to 
the homes from which they fled in 

1999. A core value of UMCOR is 
that people have the right to live 
peacefully in their own homes, as 
stated in the universal declaration 
of human rights. 

As part of its efforts to assist the 
internally di placed people of 
Kosovo, UMCOR accepts dona
tions from goverrnnents such as 
Great Britain and the United 
States. Over the past four years, 
UMCOR has assisted tens of thou
sands of people from all ethnic 
groups. Yet, tens of thousands of 
families wish to return to their 
homes in Kosovo, and they need 
help with construction material 
and the basic necessities of life. But 
the United States and Great Britain 
were part of the NATO action to 
force Serbian troops to relinquish 
control of Kosovo, and they are not 
highly regarded by Serbs who lost 
their homes. This puts UMCOR in 
an awkward position and compro
mises its s taff's security. 

Many ethnic Albanians do not 
want the Serbs to return and 
regard with hostility any attempt to 
assist them. UMCOR is in the mid
dle, alternately vilified and respect
ed by both ethnic groups. UMCOR 
field staff hd& been attacked on 
more than one occasion. These 
events tend not to get reported in 
the pre s. Every time UMCOR 
applies for funding from a govern
ment, it has to ask whether the 
funding will put lives at risk and 
whether such a risk is acceptable. 

OPA~\O~l OD 'H\A 

~ .... 
RIZl(\O PODRl (JF ~ ~, 

A sign warning of live land111i11 es in an 
area of Kosovo. 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DE EMB R 2004 5 



-. 

6 

The short answer is that it may put 
UMCOR staff at risk, but the risk is 
understood and accepted as part of 
the job by all who work in Kosovo. 

On a larger geopoli tical level, 
another question must be asked . 
How much does accepting fund 
ing from governments involve 
UMCOR in their politica l agen
das? Organizations opera ting in 
Iraq and Afghanis tan th at are sim
ilar to UMCOR (which does not 
operate directly in Iraq, but chan
nels funds through partner organi
za tions) have found that anti-US 
forces see aid organizations as a 
legitimate target because they 
work with international govern
ments viewed as the enemy. 

The situation is similar in 
Kosovo, where UMCOR workers 
tread a fine line between the two 
main rival groups. If UMCOR suc
ceeds in being regarded as neutral, 
the situation remains calm. Get it 
wrong, and UMCOR staff are 
ambushed, stoned, and bea ten. 

UMCOR-Kosovo exists by 
accepting donor funds. Some of 
these donors are international, such 
as the United Nations. Others are 
national, such as the provisional 
government of Kosovo. UMCOR-

A student in Gnrdez City, Afghanistan, drinks from a well 
funded by UMCOR, as other students and neighbors look on. 

Kosovo has little in the way of 
its own funds. The only way for 
UMCOR to assist the most vulner
able populations is to remain in 
the country. 

However, sometimes funds are 
offered for projects that UMCOR 
does not consider to be equitable. 
We have precisely this dilemma in 
Kosovo. March 2004 saw a wide
spread outbreak of violence. 
Following the death of a Serbian 
youth and the drowning of three 
Albanian children, violence erupt
ed as ethnic Albanians ri oted, 
destroyed Orthodox churches, and 
burned the homes of re turned 
Serbs. Many people were murdered 
and the international peacekeeping 
forces were unable to defend com
m unities. UMCOR immediately 
sprang into action and currently 
manages camps for some 4000 
Serbs whose houses were burned. 
International donor funds are flow
ing in to help those Serbs displaced 
by the March violence. 

However, UMCOR has pointed 
out that there still remain tens of 
thousands of Serbs displaced since 
1999. The latest funding excludes 
this group as the world ru shes to 
salve its conscience over the events 

of March. Imagine how difficult it is 
to say to a family, destitute since 
1999, that they cannot receive 
help- but that a neighbor family 
that lost its home four m onths 
ago can receive reconstruction and 
income-generating assistance. This 
disparity is clearly unfair. UMCOR 
staff take the brunt of the under
standable anger. What UMCOR can 
do is advocate for justice. 

Decisions of Life and Death 
In other postwar scenarios, such as 
Afghanistan, the dilemmas are on 
a more basic level. Warren Harrity, 
head of mission in Kabul, and his 
staff have limited resources but 
supply fresh drinking water to 
returned communities by building 
wells. Only a finite amount of 
money exists for building wells, 
ye t thousands of wells are needed . 

The difference a well makes is 
significant and far-reaching. With
out a well, crops cannot be irriga ted 
nor families fed . Without a well, 
contaminated water kills children 
and the elderly. In short, no commu
nity can survive wi thout wells. 
With so many desperate communi
ties, UMCOR staff must decide who 
wiJl receive a well and who won' t. 
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Staff are always mindful that the 
community that receives a well will 
be able to thrive for generations to 
come. Those that don' t will have lit
tle chance of existing, and the fami
lie will either tay as refugees in 
Pakistan or Iran or will be scattered. 
It is an awesome responsibility and 
one only slightly lessened by the 
application of beneficiary selection 
criteria. At the end of the day, the 
decision will mean life or death to 
one or more communities. 

Landmine D ilemmas 
As in all postwar countries, land
mines in Kosovo, Bosnia, and 
Afghanistan are a constant hazard, 
resulting in their own unique 
dilemmas. In Bosnia, after the war, 
communities were desperate to 
return home. These families were 
usually rural farmers who needed 
their land for food and income. 
The problem was that their land 
had been the scene of fighting and 
was covered with mines, and there 
were not enough demining organi
zations to remove all the land
mine . Every day, farmers were 
being blown up by landmines as 
they tried to cultivate their land. 
Community leaders would come 
into the UMCOR offices and ask 
for assistance to return to land that 
was known to contain mines. 
UMCOR staff warned them 
against the mine hazards but to no 
avail-they returned regardless of 
UMCOR's warning. The staff had 
to decide whether to assist the 
return of these homeless people, 
knowing the dangers, or to refuse 
to assist and watch a they strug
gled to survive, daily confronting 
the mine hazards. This was a diffi
cult choice. In this case, UMCOR 
decided to assist the returning 
refugees. Part of that assistance 
included advocacy with the UN to 
step up landmine-removal efforts. 
The area was cleared within a mat
ter of weeks. 

Financial Independence 
So what i the solution to the 
dilemmas detailed in this article? 
For some of the problems there are 
no easy solutions. Such decisions 
often must be subjective, but no 
decisions are made without our 
asking advice from colleagues at 
UMCOR' s home office in the 
United State or colleagues in the 
field, like the United Nations. 

Other dilemmas, such as the 
reliance on outside funding and the 
consequences of that, can be miti
gated; but as with many things 
today, the answer is money. In 
order to assist people in the fairest 
way, UMCOR needs financial inde
pendence-a stepped-up level of 
support from United Methodists
in order not to rely solely on gov
ernment donors. 

Were UMCOR to raise addition
al donations from congregations to 
fund its operations, projects might 
better serve the needs of the poor, 
as Christ taught, and not the needs 
of international politicians. For 
example, United Methodists con
tributed nearly all the funds to 
start UMCOR' s Afghanistan and 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
postconflict responses and much of 
its response in Liberia . This gen
erosity has allowed UMCOR to 
provide assistance to communities 
forgotten by institutional donors 
and governments. Communities 
have sprung back to life-com
munities that, without United 
Methodist funds, would have had 
little chance of reviving. 

Unloading UMCOR relief supplies in 
Afghanistan. 

United Methodists can also take 
satisfaction in UMCOR's leverag
ing of their donations. In countries 
where UMCOR's work is support
ed by funds from gov rnment and 
United Nations sources, funds 
from churches are multiplied more 
than 20 times. The use of funds 
from major grants extends the 
reach of United Methodist human
itarian work. 

The nature of humanitarian aid 
has changed beyond recognition. 
Today, giving aid involves the 
complexities of religion, interna
tional politics, and militarism, as 
well as a desire to help humanity. 
In all of this, the staff of UMCOR 
field operations serves The United 
Methodist Church in its quest to 
help the p r and desperate in 
today's conflicts. Please spare a 
thought and a prayer for these staff 
members as they daily confront 
moral dilemmas and the conse
quences of their decisions. 

Guy Hovey is Regional Director for 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief operations in Europe and Asia. 

Supportl•9 the Work of UMCOR 

The UMCOR ministries mentioned in this article can be supported by 
individuals and congregations through United Methodist giving chan
nels. Gifts to the following UMCOR Advance project numbers will 
undergird the work of UMCOR: 

Kosovo, Advance #333405 Afghanistan, Advance #602225 
Liberia, Advance #150300 ~See page 2. 
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Funds distributed through UMCOR support the rebuilding of schools, like this one in 
Chnlikar, Afghnnistan, constructed by Local Afghn11 workers. 

[M] arch 21, 2004, marked the 
beginning of spring-a sea
son of planting, hope, and 

investing in the fu ture. In Afghan-
istan, it was the start of Green Week. 
The United States government 
devoted nearly $1 million to plant
ing hundreds of thousands of 
shrubs around Kabul in an effort to 
sow signs of hope in a city devastat
ed by decades of war. The greenery 
would be a visible symbol of how 
much had changed in Afghanistan 
since the removal of the Taliban 
from power in late 2001. 

Fifty da ys la ter, The Kabul 
Weekly ran a tiny article, "Green 
Week Turns Brown." Nearly all the 
shrub were dead . No one had 
researched what plants were best 
for Kabul's dry climate. In a place 
where safe drinking water is in 
short supply, no one had wa ter d 
and cared for the plants. 

This story illu trates that good 
intentions and large sum of 
money alone do not result in last
ing development. It poses impor
tant questions about the future of 
Afghani tan . Will international 
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organizations work in cooperation 
with Afghan people and not sim
ply import projects for them? Will 
the international community lose 
interest when it come to working 
over the long haul to address 
poverty, education, and health 
needs in Afghanistan? 

For nearly 40 years, the General 
Board of Global Mini tries (GBGM) 
has supported ecumenical part
ners, persistently working and 
serving with Afghan people 
through times of war and drought, 
in meeting basic health and educa
tion needs. What have we learned 
from this experience? 

Cultivating War in a Poor Land 
Afghanistan is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. Three-quar
ters of the Afghan population is 
isolated in remote rural villages 
with no running water or electrici
ty. More than 70 percent of 
Afghanistan's people are illiterate, 
and their life expectancy is 44 
years. Among rural women, illiter
acy is almost 100 percent. Infant 
and maternal mortality rates are 
extremely high. 

For years, Afghanistan was the 
deadliest and costliest battle
ground of the cold war. Iran, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, the United 
States, and the former Soviet 
Union pumped billion of dollar 
in military aid into warring fac
tions. Throughout the 1980s, the 
CIA armed and funded extremi t 
Islamic groups in the larges t ever 
covert operation against the Soviet 
occupation (1979-1989). In 1985, 
Pre ident Reagan ho ted a group 
of militant extremists at the White 
Hou e whom he described as 
" the Afghan equi va lent of the 
American founding fa ther ." 
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While US political leaders cele
brated the departure of Soviet 
troops, the Afghan people contin
ued to suffer ongoing warfare and 
deprivation as rival mujahideen 
(Muslim guerilla warriors) fought 
each other for control. 

Landmines from the 1980s and 
1990s, as well as unexploded clus
ter bombs from the 2001 US inva
sion, continue to inflict casual
ties-especially on children and 
farmers. Mines, which cost only a 
few dollars to make and a few 
minutes to plant, will take millions 
of dollars, thousands of injuries, 
and many years to find and 
remove. Numerous amputees and 
uncultivated fields with "Do Not 
Enter" signs are painful reminders 
of war 's deadly harvest. Still, 
poverty and malnutrition push 
farmers and returning refugees 
into dangerous, uncleared areas. 

A Trickle of Aid, 
A Flood of Opium 
While the international communi
ty devoted billions of dollars to 
military occupation and covert 
warfare, Afghanistan has received 
less international humanitarian aid 

per capita than any other conflict 
area in the last 50 years. For 
years, six million Afghans-rough
ly one in four-were uprooted as 
refugees. War destroyed agricul
tural production, while warlords 
pressed farmers into more lucra
tive poppy cultivation to fund fur
ther fighting. 

The Taliban cut opium produc
tion dramatically as a way to 
undermine the financial base of 
rival warlords. When the US mili
tary removed the Taliban in late 
2001, many hoped reconstruction 
would at last come to all Afghans. 
Yet aid pledges remain unfulfilled 
and opium production has 
expanded exponentially. 

Today, one-third of Afghan
istan's Gross Domestic Product 
comes from opium trade. It pro
vides large amounts of cash to war
lords as well as quick money for 
many poor rural families. With a 
steady flow of drug money, there is 
little incentive for warlords to dis
arm or join the interim government. 

The Karzai government and 
Coalition Forces have undertaken 
some poppy eradication programs, 
but few viable alternatives exist for 

A local baker in Kabul prepares nan, the wheat-bread staple in Afghanistan . 

farmers who are pressed by war
lords to grow more poppies. 
Poppy fields are supposed to be 
plowed under, but there are 
reports of the government spray
ing fields with herbicides, which 
poses additional environmental 
health hazards. 

Today's Insecurity 
Security remains a pressing con
cern for Afghans and international 
aid workers alike. With the 
increase in attacks on international 
aid workers and election officials, 
25 to 30 percent of all humanitari
an assistance now goes to pay for 
security before any development 
work can begin. 

Unless the international com
munity quickly delivers massive 
amounts of assistance in ways that 
enable Afghan leadership to devel
op, the vicious spiral of violence, 
drugs, and fear will lead to greater 
insecurity for everyone. More 
barbed wire and armed guards may 
give security to a few, but only the 
slow work of knowing the lan
guage, living among the people, lis
tening to people, and working 
together to meet people's needs 
will offer lasf lg security for all. 

Since early 2002, about 3.5 mil
lion refugees have returned. Many 
have come to Kabul hoping that 
life will be better in the country's 
largest city than in isolated rural 
villages. The added population 
severely taxes Kabul's decimated 
infrastructure. Much of the capital 
lacks a steady source of safe drink
ing water and electricity, and there 
is little refrigeration. Diesel gener
ators, charcoal, and firewood are 
the primary sources of fuel. No 
regular garbage collection exists. 

At the same time, the influx of 
thousands of international aid 
workers, Coalition forces, and UN 
staff have pushed food and hous
ing prices to exorbitant rates. 
Ironically, some Kabul residents 
are being displaced as landlords 
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rent to internationals willing to 
pay top dollar so they can "help" 
the Afghan people. 

Is it any wonder that some 
Afghans question the motives of 
the international community? 

Working in Partnership 
Spring m arks the beginning of 
school in Afghanistan. Many 
schools were destroyed in the 
fighting, and under the Taliban, 
girls could not attend school. In 
Chalikar, children study under 
tents as long as the weather per
mits. Girls are attending again (as 
they did during the Soviet era), but 
there are not enough tents for the 
girls' classes. 

UMCOR has provided funds for 
local Afghan workers to rebuild 
schools so that children can continue 
their studies in bad weather. Long
term questions about Afghan educa
tional needs remain: How will 
schools pay for teachers' salaries, 
textbooks, and supplies each year? 
For most Afghans who live in rural 
areas, not even a tent school exists. 
Who will train and pay enough 
teachers so that children in rural vil
lages will be able to learn? 

Investing in People, Not War 
Micro-lending enables poor people 
to help themselves. Over the past 
year, a small loan fund-operated 
by Afghan loan officers and 

Girls in Afghanistan, who under Taliban rule, could not receive an education, are now 
attending outdoor classes while school buildings are being reconstructed. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2004 

supported by ecumenical part
ners-has enabled nearly 200 
small businesses to expand. 

Groups of six to ten people 
from a neighborhood borrow 
money together and hold each 
other accountable for repayments. 
Borrowers help one another so that 
everyone's business will survive. 
In one group, an old man used his 
loan to buy three months of salt 
blocks that he then painstakingly 
ground by hand for sale to families 
and restaurants. 

A carpenter used a loan to get 
wood wholesale to make window 
frames. "It's a sign of hope that peo
ple want window frames with glass 
again," he said. "That means they 
do not fear renewed fighting, in 
which windows are easily broken." 

A Widow's Example: Super Flour 
One of the most exciting Kabul proj
ects, known as Super Flour, is run 
by widows. It is a nutrition, employ
ment, women's empowerment, 
and disaster-prevention project all 
wrapped into one. 

In places with chronic malnutri
tion and food shortages, relief 
agencies send emergency food aid. 
Yet food aid can also perpetuate 
long-term "food insecurity." 
Increases in imported emergency 
food can, over time, discourage 
local food production. Some per
ceive imported food as "better" 
than local food. Some have shifted 
from food to poppy production 
when food aid is available. Local 
farmers may not be able to com
pete with relief shipments, so they 
stop farming. Imported relief food 
also does little to help local 
employment. 

Super Flour starts with basic 
ingredients grown locally. Made of 
equal parts of com, chickpeas, and 
rice mixed together, it offers greater 
nutrition than wheat flour alone. 
Poor families often can afford little 
beyond nan (traditional Afghan 
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whea t bread m ad e three times 
daily) and tea. Children ea ting 
only nan may no t feel hungry, but 
they lack essential nutrients for 
healthy grow th. 

Imported high-p rotein biscuit 
are ready-to-ea t and highly nutr i
tious compared with w hea t nan, 
but they are not readily or wid ely 
available, which makes communi
ties more d ependent on outside 
aid. With Super Flour porrid ge, on 
the other hand, a toddler will get 
most protein and nutrients needed 
from an affordable, locally grown 
food source. 

In Afghanistan, where it's diffi
cult for w idows to find work, 
Super Flour provides a place of 
employment and community for 
women who must support their 
families. Women work toge ther 
sorting, roasting, grinding, pack
ing, and selling Super Flour. 
Widows also educate mothers on 
its nutritional value. The flour bags 
use educational pictures so that 
illiterate women can see its health 
benefits to children. 

As production and use of Super 
Flour spreads, women w ill help 
prevent future health disasters and 
malnutrition. Mother-Child com
munity health centers are encour
aging use of Super Flour as part of 
prenatal and infant care. 

Compared w ith the d eadly 
w eap ons of super powers and 
warlords, Super Flour may no t 
seem like much . Compared with 
the money to be mad e in opium or 
oil pipelines, the work of widows 
may not seem like much . But the 
women making Super Flour know 
tha t they are changing lives-the 
lives of healthy children whose 
hope in the future will las t long 
after p ip elines and tanks have 
rusted over. 

There is an old Afghan story of 
Mullana N usrad in (a popular fo lk 
fi gure in Afghan culture) . 
Nu radin was seen one da y sitting 

Top: Women roast corn, rice, and chickpeas to 111ake Super Flour, whicli provides a 111ore 
nutritional substitute for nan. Above: Small form f unds distributed by Afglin11 loan offi
cers, such as the man 111 blue (left), enabled the salt grinder (center) to open li is own 
business. The goal is to help more people on the road toward self-sufficiency. 

by a lake slowly spooning yogurt 
into the wa ter. "Wha t are 
you d oing, Nusradin?" someone 
asked . "I'm adding s tarter to make 
yogurt," he replied . "But you can ' t 
turn the whole lake into yogur t! " 
hi friend blurted out. "I know it 
seems impossible," sa id N usradin, 
"but what if I succe d?" 

Super Flour is low tech, inexpen
sive, and local. It combines nutri
tional science with Afghan wisdom 
to nourish people's hope . Working 
together, Afghan people and inter-

national partner are steadily mak
ing a difference that will la t. 

David Wildman is Executive 
Secreta ry for Human Right & Racial 
Justice with tile General Board of 
Global Mini tries . He traveled to 
Afghanistan in May to vi it develop-
111e11t projects with longtil/le partners. 

To support the projects described 
above, send gifts marked: Mother & 
Child Health Project (Afghanistan), 
Advance # 13352A. [I See page 2. 
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The Sacred Task of 
Demining Mozambique 

by Ted Warnock 

or almost five centuries, the people of Mozam
bique lived as a Portuguese colony. In 1975, after 
years of conflict, they won independence from 

Portugal. For the next 17 years, their newly gained 
independence was marred by acts of war and terror for 
control of what kind of new government should lead 
the people. Weapons of many types were obtained and 
used to achieve the ultimate goal of control. Daily life 
was difficult and personal freedoms were challenged 
because hundreds of thousands of landmines 

"My Efforts Were Important" 
The United Methodist Church has signed agreements 
with several organizations to provide specially trained 
Mine Detection Dogs (MDDs), Agri-flail specialized 
machinery use, and a working relationship with the 
Accelerated Demining Program to detect and remove 
landmines in Mozambique. The results of the efforts 
have been significant! The Agri-flail removes vegetation 
and clears land in excess of 4000 square meters every day. 

A member of Ashburn United Methodist Church 
in Ashburn, VA, 
went to Mozambique 
with me this year : 
Donnie Schoenmann. 
He and I met last 
year while I was 
training people in 
Mukono, Uganda . 
Donnie collected 
hours and hours of 
film for editing in 
preparation for a 
DVD about the land
mine project. 

were planted around 
wells, roads, rail
roads, schools, and 
other areas of com
munity importance. 
The landmines result
ed in displaced 
families, abandoned 
farms, refugees, thou
sands of lives lost, 
and untold numbers 
of children and 
adults disfigured or 
maimed. For close to 
two decades, this 
prolonged civil war 
also hindered the 
new independent 
Mozambican govern
ment and its people 
from growth and 
development. 

We interviewed a 
deminer m the 
Province of lnham
bane. Several years 
ago, he had a land
mine accident while 
clearing landmines Exposed /and mines such as this one, overturned by a bulldozer, are 

dangerous for the deminers as well as for the local population. and lost his lower right 
leg. The interview lasted 

only 30 minutes, but it was powerful. I can remember a 
few responses. I asked him the following questions. 

In 1989, Mozam
bique adopted a new constitution that prepared the 
country for a multiparty election process. In 1992, a 
United Nations peace agreement was negotiated with 
the rebel forces to end the fighting. This was not, howev
er, the end of the struggles that the Mozambican people 
would have to endure. One lasting instrument of the 
civil war remains-landmines. Finding and removing 
them is one of the final battles that the government con
tinues to fight to gain independence for all its people. 

"What do you miss most since the accident?" 
His reply: "I can' t play football (soccer). " 

"Do you have children?" 
"Yes, a boy." 
"Have you told him about the accident?" 
"Yes." 
"What have you told him?" 
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"I told him that my efforts were 
not in vain . They were important! 
Where I was cl aring mines, ther 
is now a ch ool. Children can 
attend withou t f ar of getting hurt 
like I did . My efforts were impor
tant to our COW1try." 

Two years ago, I walked across 
a freshly cleared minefield. Today, 
thi loca tion i home to a large pro
fessional school with 1200 students 
learning skills such as welding, 
plumbing, and electrical ervicing. 
The people in this community 
have an opportunity for success 
that was not available just two 
years ago. The landmines have 
been totally removed. 

Two years ago, I wa tched as a 
dernining survey team identified a 
minefield. Today, tha t cleared 
minefield has a large government 
school that trains medical person
nel to work in clinics, doctors' 
office , and hospitals. The health 
care needs of this and other com
munities are being met because of 
landmine removal. 

New Life in Old Ruins 
This year, we visi t d a loca tion 
where a Methodist missionary had 
served more than 50 years ago. The 
area had been heavily mined to 
keep p ople from the land and the 
water tha t surrounds the old 
school and clinic. Much of the area 
had to be abandoned . The land
mines have now been removed 
and plan are under way to build a 
new secondary school. We will 
now be able to use two of the 
buildings constructed during the 
m1ss10nary' service for teacher 
and administrative support. The 
new school will service a commu
nity of over 70,000. 

We s topped along the road 
early one morning at a minefield 
that had been cleared last year. A 
woman working to clear the land 
told us that this was her first crop 
in year . Her small child was si t-

Yearns of 111ine-detectio11 dogs and handlers loca te and clear t/1e gro und of active land
mines. The dogs are trained by organizations and then utilized as part of de111ining 
programs supported by T/1e Un ited Met/1odist /1u rc/1. 
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/11 a waterway i11 Moza111biq11e fro 111 which 
/a11d111i11 es have bee 11 cleared, women 
res 11111e their chores. 

ting at her sid , watching. I am 
ure the child had no idea of the 

significance of her mother's 
winging her pick into the ground. 

Across the road, a thriving mar
ketplace offered coconuts, corn
meal, sugar, and a variety of other 
daily staples. The market had been 
closed for years, and the people 
who remained lived in fear of land
mines. The few who tayed had to 
walk for miles to another market. 
With the landmines removed, dis
placed victims of the civil war 
returned to their homes and tarted 
to rebuild their lives. The market is 
now alive with activity. 

We talked with a young boy 
who walked across his sand-cov
ered yard on his hands and the 
upper stubs of his legs to greet us. 
A daily task as simple as taking the 
family goats to the field had cost 
him both legs a few years ago. 
Every school day, he is pushed to 
school across sand-covered paths 
in a tricycle-style wheelchair wi th 
flattened tires and damaged tubes. 
Help and assistance for even bicy
cle-tire repair can be difficult. 
Artificial limbs were not even dis
cussed as an option for him. He is 
one of many children who are off 
the main road, out of sight and for
gotten by all but a few. 

I have often been asked: "Is it our 
church's obligation to assist in 
humanitarian demining?" I usually 
reply: "Watch a child playing in a 
schoolyard that was once a mine
field; see the crops growing; look at 
the houses being built next to 
cleared minefields; stand in joy as a 
woman dances while washing her 
clothes; or listen to the bucket hit the 
water at the bottom of the well." 
Yes, I believe we must be serving in 
this capacity in Mozambique. 

Spread the Worcl 
We, as the United Methodist Church, do not always successfully or 
boldly share the stories of our efforts and successes. Consequen~y, 
people, even our own congregations, do not know what we are doing, 
how we are serving, or the results of our faithful stewardship. I am 
pleased to say that this story-humanitarian demining in Mozambique 
and providing homes to Rood-displaced families in Mozambique-is 
available on DVD. 

One of the featured performers in the video is Cigo, one of seven 
Mine Detection Dogs (MDD) that began training this year to detect 
landmines. Cigo and his companions are each nearing a significant 
goal. They clear nearly 800 square meters of minefields every day. 
Give to UMCOR Advance #982575 for landmine removal. 

For a copy of the free DVD, contact UMCOR at 800-554-8583. 
For a free bulletin insert about the landmine removal program in 
Mozambique that you can download and copy for the Sunday bul
letin, go to: http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/print/bulletininserts/land
minestoschools.stm rJ See page 2. 
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Square meters ol land 
cleared ol mines in 
Mozambique lrom 
1995 to 2003. 

6,900,000 

Top right: Agri-Jlail machines, modified 
agricultt1ral tractor frames , were devel
oped to absorb explosion of mines plant
ed .8 of an inch t1ndergrot1nd. The Lise of 
these new machines, in addition to the 
arrival of the do teams, has more than 
dot1bled the rate of cleared lands in 
Mozambique in the la t year. 
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Theodore (Ted) R. Warnock is a 
United Methodist nlls wnary 
a igned by the General Board of 
Global Mini tries to provide staff sup
port for the Landmine Removal 
Program for Mozambiqu e, United 
Methodi t Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). In addition, Ted i cur
rently working with nine other 
African ountrie that are using 
earth/cement block-making machines 
to enable them to build chools, cli11 ics, 
churche , home , librarie , and other 
needed tructure . 
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Broken windows in a building of United Methodist 
University frame a view of downtown Monrovia. Campus 
buildings sustained herrm; damage during recent fighting. 

In the Great Commission, Jesus states 
the goal and purpose of a Christ
centered education: "Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations ... teach
ing them to obey everything I have 
commanded you." (Matthew 28:19-
20, NIV). This is a direct imperative to 
the church. On the basis of this 
commission, The United Methodist 
Church has endeavored to blend faith 
with knowledge by providing equal, 
quality, and holistic Christian-based 
educational opportunities for all per
sons, through the talents and expertise 
of God-fearing servants. 

Mission Statement 
UM School System, Liberia 

ITJ he United Methodist 
Church in Liberia oper
ates 121 schools (87 pri

mary, 23 junior high schools, and 
11 high schools). Between 1988 and 
2002, there were about 35,000 stu
dents and 2000 teachers. Because 
of continual upheaval and vio
lence, the school system now has 
19,850 students (10,732 boys and 
9118 girls) with 1212 instructional 
and support staff. This is a 43 per
cent drop in the student popula
tion and a 40 percent drop in the 
teacher population. The intermit
tent war has forced many students 
and teachers to migrate to neigh
boring countries in search of 
refuge. Others have lost their lives, 
been maimed, or become so 
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impoverished that they have no 
means to return to school. Despite 
this reduction, the UM School 
System still maintains one of the 
largest groups of parochial schools 
in Liberia. Within the same 14-year 
period (1988 to 2002), many 
church-related village schools 
emerged, as the evangelistic work 
of the church continued to grow. 
The schools are self-supported 
through the minimal tuition 
charged, donations received from 
the worldwide United Methodist 
Church connection, and local 
church contributions. 

The fundamental objective of 
the UM elementary, junior and sen
ior high, and post-secondary and 
professional schools is to provide 
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quality Christian-based educa tion 
so that students can develop a 
deep sense of service and commit
ment to God and humankind. 

The school sys tem i governed 
by a conference Board of Educa
tion and Ministry elected every 
four years at the beginning of the 
quadrennium. The schools are 
divided into four regions, with an 
average of 30 schools per region. 
Supervision is daunting, especially 
with the lack of resources such as 
transportation and educational 
materials. 

War Ravages Schools 
The civil war has had a devastat
ing effect on the Liberian school 
system as a whole. Ninety United 
Methodist schools remain closed 
as a result of the 2003 May-to
A ugust hostilities. Presently, 20 
schools in Monrovia and its envi
rons are operating. As long as 
United Nations peacekeepers are 
not deployed in the interior of the 
country, no one wants to venture 
back to the rural areas. 

Most of the school buildings 
were ransacked, vandalized , 
and/or burned down during the 
fighting . The Canta UM High 
School buildings were looted and 
burned down along with the 
Canta UM Hospital, which also 
houses the church's nurse-training 
institution-the Winifred J. Harley 
College of Health Science, United 
Methodist University. 

Other major institutions 
adversely affected include the 
Tubman-Gray United Methodist 
School, Gbarnga; the Tappita 
UM School, Tappita; Anderson
Weamah UM School, Tubmanburg; 
and the Jarmue and the Gelepa 
Nyekpalla school buildings. 

In Monrovia , the College of 
West Africa (Liberia's oldest insti
tution, established in 1839) had its 
roofs, walls, ceilings, and windows 
riddled with bullets and its educa-

tional supplies looted. The Henri 
W. Dennis, C. W. Duncan, and 
Arthur F. Kulah schools suffered 
the same fate . Displaced persons 
and refugees who sought refuge in 
the buildings burned furniture as 
firewood and looted doors and 
windows. 

The Gbason Town mission, ren
ovated in 2001-2002, and the 
Camphor Mission, constructed 
through the Bi hops' Initiative, 
"Hope for the Children of Africa," 
also suffered violence. The training 
materials, equipment, and con
struction materials have all been 
scavenged. In all, over 80 percent 
of the UMC school buildings were 
ransacked, looted, or destroyed . 

The entire population has been 
traumatized . Ethnic hostilities 
have created deep spiritual and 
psychological wounds. In addi
tion, over 10,000 students are inter
nally displaced, along with their 
parents. Worse still, a good num
ber of the female students and 

their mothers were reportedly 
raped. The rebels, as well a the 
government militia, maimed many 
young people and destroyed lives 
and property. Male students at the 
Canta UM School and other 
schools were abducted and forced 
into the army. Militiamen rushed 
into the school campuses while 
classes were in session and forcibly 
dragged students out. 

In the Monrovia area, combat
an ts reportedly raped female 
students at two UM schools. In 
addition, a 12th grader a t the 
College of West Africa (who grad
uated three days before the last 
round of war) lost his leg to mortar 
fire, and a teacher from the Henri 
W. Dennis UM School is reported 
to have died from a stray bullet 
during the fighting . 

Postwar Challenges 
The postwar challenges facing 
the Liberia educa tional sys tem, 
especially those of the United 

At the Fendel Internally Displaced Persons Camp near Monrovia, children listen to the 
instructions of a United Methodist counselor before playing a game of soccer. T/1e game 
gives the children an experience other than that of armed conflict. 
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Methodist School System, tend to 
persist in the face of limited 
resources and war trauma resulting 
from 14 years of bloody civil war. 
The task of providing quality edu
cation in postwar Liberia is ardu
ous, but the challenges can be sur
mounted with collective and strate
gic efforts. The greatest challenge to 
education has been how to reclaim a 
completely lost generation. The hor
ror and suffering of the past have 
left an indelible mark on the psyche 
of children and their communities. 
Educators have to find a way to 
determine how traumatized com
munities can live side by side with 
the perpetrators of their woes. 

Managing the delicate balance 
of peace, reconciliation, and justice 
in schools is another major chal
lenge. Until these three elements 
receive serious consideration in the 
school system, efforts at restoring 
peace in Liberia and its subregions 
will remain fragile. 

Another exacting task is how to 
change the young people's violent, 
revenge-minded ideology to a 
nonviolent approach to life. The 
complete "demilitarization" of 
these children is a delicate but vital 
task, not only for the United 
Nations but also for all Liberians 
as well. Unemployed and unhap
py young people see the gun as 
their salvation, the thing that 
brings others to their knees. With 
the gun (through holdups, day
light robbery, or looting), one can 
count on a meal, cash, a spouse, 
and even a car. The task is to halt 
this trend in society, particularly 
among children in school, replac
ing it with alternatives that give 
youth hope outside of aggression. 

The wars have displaced thou
sands from their homes and vil
lages. A large number of the inter
nally displaced are rural teachers 
who ran for their lives from their 
assigned areas to Monrovia . They 
would return to their communities 
if the church could give them the 

Children orphaned by war find shelter and care at the Bishop Judith Craig Children's 
Village outside Monrovia . It is the first church-supported community of its kind. 

necessary incentives. There is an 
urgent need to rebuild an infrastruc
ture for the returnees that includes 
schools, clinics, places of worship, 
and other social institutions. 

Salaries and Supplies 
UM schools in Liberia are self-spon
sored. Salaries are paid from tuition, 
scholarship grants from partners in 
UM ministries like Operation 
Classroom (OC), GBGM gifts, and 
local initiatives. The government 
has been unable to afford even pub
lic school teachers' salaries. 
Subsidies in cash or in kind to non
governmental institutions have 
been nonexistent since the 1980 mil
itary coup. The civil war has exacer
bated the situation. Public teachers' 
salaries (like other civil servants' 
salaries) are delinquent for more 
than 20 months! As a result, public 
education is at its lowest ebb. The 
church and private organizations 
are filling in the gap, but the task is 
Herculean and requires consistent 
sponsorship. 

Apart from the five sponsored 
schools that receive student/ staff 
supplies and equipment, the other 

UM schools operate under difficult 
circumstances. Seventy percent of 
these schools are running in 
church halls or thatched sheds. 
They need school buildings to 
be constructed or reconstructed. 
Forty-three percent of the village 
schools need complete renovations 
at a minimum of (US) $7000 to 
$10,000. Volunteer teams are 
encouraged to adopt villages in 
order to raise their standards. 
Work teams may come to assist 
with the renovation or construc
tion of school buildings and other 
facilities or send funds designated 
for the construction of a school. 

Emerging Opportunities 
The current Disarmament, Demo
bilization, Reintegration, and 
Rehabilitation (DDRR) program 
undertaken by the United Nations 
Mission in Liberia offers a glimpse 
of hope and may pave the way for 
quality postwar education. 

The ongoing media ti on efforts 
by the United Nations, Africa 
Union, Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), 
and the Interreligious Council, 
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among oth r , are a po itive sign 
that may bring about la ting p ace. 
The United Methodist Church in 
Liberia is not alone in its educa
tional endeavor and ministry. 

The chool y tern has priori
tiz d the following project over 
the next few years. 

1. Accelerated Learning 
Thi project has two components. 
The first, Youth Reintegration 
through Ace lerated Learning and 
Vocational Training, was originally 
funded by orwegian Church Aid 
and jointly implemented by the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) and the Liberia 
Annual Conference through the 
Department of Education. Thi is a 
multifaceted program that pro
mote the reintegration of youth 
into postwar Liberian society by 
addres ing two major challenges 
faced by Liberia-illiteracy and 
unemployment. Specific activities 
include the construction and reno
vation of educational facilities, lit
eracy training, vocational-skills 
training, and quick-impact eco
nomic activities. 

With po t-recon truction and 
revitalization efforts under way, the 
church must also meet the unique 
need of youngsters (aged 10 to 15) 
and young adult who were unable 
to att nd school during the war and 
are now too old to begin formal 
school. Those aged 16 to 20 po e s 
limited or no formal education. 

The second component is the 
accelerated t acher-training pro
gram, pon ored by the German 
United Methodist Church and the 
Liberian Annual Conference. 
Under this program, more than 350 
primary and secondary school 
teachers are trained in collabora
tion with the Ministry of Education 
u ing the accelerated national cur
riculum . They are awarded a c r
tificate that qualifies them to teach 
in Liberian cla room . 

2. Self-Help Village Schools 
This proj ct i funded with assis
tance from the Swedish Mission 
Council through the Swedish and 
Liberian UM churches. Through 
local community initiatives in areas 
without elementary chools, vil
lagers contribute by molding bricks 
and providing rock, and, and man
ual labor for the con truction of ele
mentary school buildings. 

3. Educational Revitalization 
This project assists in the renova
tion of village schools that were 
damaged as a result of the civil 
war. It provides in tructional 
resources, office supplies, and 
students' supplies to the schools. 
The General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM) Advance and 
Partners in Ministry gifts assist in 
funding this project. 

4. Project Hands 
This recent initiative of Operation 
Classroom (OC) is in recognition 
of its 15-year anniversary in 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. In 
Liberia particularly, Operation 
Classroom's vocational programs 
provide training to foster healthy 
and productive lives, build self
esteem, and help break the cycle 
of violence. The "Hands" in 
Project Hands stands for "Help 
Alleviate Needs-Distribute 
Supplies!" Partners have started 

A peace-keeping soldier from the interna
tional forces assigned to maintain the 
pence in Liberia. 

A child soldier, carrying two weapons, 
walks through Sinyea village in the center 
of Liberia. 

collecting materials for agricul
ture, home economics, carpentry, 
metalwork, business, and accoun
ting classes. Most of these materi
al are being held up in the United 
States awaiting the cessation of 
ho tilities in Liberia. 

Operation Classroom Partnership 
Operation Classroom, under the 
able leadership of Joe and Carolyn 
Wagner, continues to be a major 
source of support for UM schools. It 
has been sending work teams to 
carry out mission projects in reno
vation, construction, and counselor 
training, and OC renders school 
assistance (including scholarships) 
to five United Methodist high 
schools. Vocational training and 
conflict/ discussion management 
are key components of the OC 
Project schools for former combat
ants. The OC project also as ists in 
developing libraries and reading 
rooms, training science teachers, 
and equipping science laboratories 
for UM schools. 

Many conferences and local 
churches have supported this edu
cation mini try. During the war 
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years, work teams came from the 
Indiana, Minnesota, Holston, West 
Virginia, and North Carolina con
ferences. Local churches have 
supported efforts to rebuild the 
following schools: King Williams 
Town UM School (funded by 
Amity UMC); Samuel Ziah UM 
School, Rivercess (funded by 
E canaba UMC); and Henri Dennis 
UM School (funded by St. Paul 
UMC, Rochester, Michigan). 

Scholarships 
Through the assistance of GBGM 
and other partners, over 400 stu
dents benefited from local Crusade 
Scholarships and over 2000 from 
general primary and secondary 
school scholarships. These num
bers have been reduced because of 
dwindling funds . During the 
recent fighting, many children had 
no alternative but to drop ou t of 
school. More than 65 percent of 
Liberian families cannot afford to 
send their children to school; and 
even when fund s are available, 
boys are far more likely than girls 
to be educated. 

Conclusion 
Some opportwuties for providing a 
Christ-centered, Christian-based 
educa tion throughout Liberia 
include the ongoing peace process 
and the determination f the inter
national community to disarm, 
demobilize, rehabilita te, and reinte
grate former fighters into the com
munity; the commitment of our 
partner not to abandon Liberia; 
and the faithfulness of Jesus, the 
Master Teacher. These continue to 
remind us that there is hope. 

The Rev. John Innis is bishop of the 
Liberian Ann uni Confe rence. The Rev. 
A nthony Dioh is Director of the 
Depnrtrnen t of General Education and 
Ministry for the Liberian Conference, 
and the Rev. U.S. Conteh is the 
Associate Director. 

To Help the Methodist Schools of Lllterla 
A primary-school student requires a minimum of 10 copybooks, a 
pack of blue/black pens, a pack of pencils, a pencil sharpener, a 30-
cm ruler, a pack of crayons, a pocket dictionary, a New Testament, 
and a book bag. A secondary-school student kit contains 14 copy
books, a pack of blue/black pens, four pencils, a geometry set, a sci
entific calculator, a pocket dictionary, a Bible, and a backpack or book 
bag. The QC-sponsored school supplies have been a help, but they 
are not enough. 

An annual scholarship for village schools costs US $50 (elemen
tary) and US $100 (secondary). 

Also needed are resource materials for teachers. A teacher kit 
includes boxes of chalk, a roll book or lesson-plan book, a ream of 
paper, an English dictionary, a pack of blue/black/red pens, a calcu
lator, a set of markers, a geometry set, and a backpack. 

For information about the above packets and scholarships, con
tact Joe or Carolyn Wagner at Operation Classroom, 765-436-2805; 
e-mail: wagners@operationclassroom.org. 

The Department of Education and Ministry, which supervises the 
schools, needs at least three A-wheel-drive vehicles (preferably diesel) for 
supervising schools on rough terrain. Donated used vehicles are appre
ciated. Other needs include office equipment, furniture, c.ompulers and 
accessories, general office supplies, a portable generator, overhead pro
jectors (35 mm), filmstrips, cameras, and VCR accessories. 

For more information on how to become a partner, please a>ntact 
Bishop John G. Innis at Bishoplnnis@hotmail.com; the Rev. Anthony G. 
Dioh at umceducation@yahoo.com or pealcenter@yahoo.com; or Joe 
and Carolyn Wagner at wagners@operationclassroom.org. 

.( 

David T. Worlobah, a U11 ited Methodist Missio11er of Hope assigned to Liberia, fins start
ed a school fo r deaf children, ages 6 to 21, so111e of w/10111 have never at te11ded school. 
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ourteen-year-old 
Robert learned to use 
an AK-47 rifle when he 

was eight. "I was often really 
afraid," he recalled. "I talk to coun
selors a lot about what happened. 
Now I'm learning to be a carpen-

ter, but I first want to go back to 
school before starting to work." 

"I was forced to fight because I 
was separa ted from my parents," 
said Tom. He was 13 when he 
joined. "I am haunted by what we 
did during the war." 

At 17, Momo Famole is without 
a family and without work. He 
was 10 when soldiers he encoun
tered forced him to the front. He 
fought so he could eat. ''I'm happy 
there' peace now in Liberia." 

These are the voices of former 
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The corridors of Canta Hospital, spring 
2003. Two rebel faction s fought each other 
over the Canta Mission grounds, destroyed 
the property, nnd looted the hospital. 

combatants in Liberia's 14-year 
civil conflict. United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
manages a camp near Monrovia, the 
capital city, where men, women, 
and children like Robert, Tom, and 
Momo Famole can begin a transi
tion back into their communities. 

Camp resident surrender their 
arms to the United Nations peace
keeping force. Then, in partnership 
with other humanitarian groups, 
UMCOR provides a place for them 
to live, recreational activities that 
help treat war trauma, and basic 
necessities, such as fresh drinking 
water and medical treatment. 

More Than "No Weapons" 
Some 35,000 soldier have demobi
lized at four such camp throughout 
Liberia since the program began in 
April. The UMCOR-managed camp 
accommodates about 1200 p ople at 

a time. Most tay for about even 
days, then move on to other facili
ties dedicated to reintegration activ
ities, such a trauma counseling and 
job-skills training. 

UMCOR leaders in Liberia 
anticipate opening a new phase of 
work with former combatants as a 
skills-training proposal comes to 
fruition. Building a lasting peace 
depends on a whole constellation 
of activities-not simply the 
removal of weapons. Earning an 
income is part of being able to 
return to a community. The new 
program will provide training in 
15 different vocations, including 
carpentry, cosmetology, shoe 
repair, embroidery, and fish pro
cessing. Former combatants in the 
program will graduate with new 
literacy and job-search techniques, 
as well as new work skills. 

A Methodist Tradition 
Situated in West Africa, Liberia is 
Africa 's oldest republic. United 
Methodists have been an active 
part of Liberian spiritual life since 
1822. Methodists founded hospi
tals, schools, and other ministries. 

Gan ta Hospital is the only hospi
tal in the northeastern region of 
Liberia with a surgeon. Two groups 
of rebel soldiers who were fighting 
each other invaded the hospital 
grounds and destroyed and looted 
the building during the latest flare
up of tension, May to August 2003. 
The hospital reopened in April 2004. 
Medical staff members are provid
ing health services in burned-out 
buildings and replacing looted 
equipment with homemade devices 
assembled from spare parts. 

In the words of Mary Zigbuo, a 
United Methodist missionary at 
Canta, "We must forgive the 
excombatant who destroyed and 
looted the buildings and are now 
coming back to the hospital for 
medical services. J us require u 
to forgive without k eping scor ." 
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The Prodigal Son 
No one at Canta is "keeping score" 
on Charles. A former combatant, 
Charles confessed to having a 
piece of hospital equipment critical 
to the eye program there. For sev
eral months, Mary Zigbuo encour
aged Charles to return the eye 
machine. At last he brought in the 
machine and a few days later 
attended a morning chapel service. 
"We celebrated and gave thanks to 
God for Charles's returning the 
equipment," said Mary. Later, 
Charles led hospital staff to a cache 
of other equipment. 

"Why continue our efforts to 
assist?" Mary asks. "Because of all 
the young men and women like 
Charles. If one like Charles, through 
Christ-centered ac tions directed 
toward him, comes to understand 
the meaning of forgiveness, then it 
is worth the effort." 

Thanks to generous United 
Methodists, UMCOR has provided 
additional funds for other renova
tions at the hospital. UMCOR is al o 
anticipating the possibility of a new 
demobilization camp at Canta. 

As in other Liberia projects, 
UMCOR's staff will work do ely 
with community and church lead
ers in Canta, traditional and local 
government leaders, and communi
ty-based self-help group . 

"I don' t think about the war 
anymore," said George, ag d 13. 
'Tm thinking about the future and 
about developing m y country. " 
George is a former oldier who 
escaped from the fighter . "I'm 
receiving training now to be able to 
make furniture lik table , chairs, 
and bed . I want to open my own 
hop and become a carpenter." 

Ack11owledg111e11t: The words of Janner co111bat
a11ts are adapted fro111 stories by Eric Ben11c/1e111i11, 
Radio etherlands. Used by pen11is. io11. 

Lindn Belzer is the Executive ecretnry 
for Co111111u11icntio11 , UMCOR . 

Equip 

Charles 
protect h 
0 little ov 
he had 
machine 
for eyes 
had beer 
out this r 
surgical I 
to returr 
Charles< 
~e hosp 
sum of rr 

Charl1 
~e hospi 
over to 
invited hi 
he did 
Charles 
devotion 
gave tho 
~e equi~ 
chaplain 
of town v 
tal equip 
more), 01 

~em . 

Mary Zii 
missiona 
Herbert , 
Hospital 



Equipment Returns Home 
by Mary Zigbuo 

Charles Binda (name changed to 
protect his identity) approached me 
a little over a month ago and told me 
he had the "eye microscope," a 
machine our ophthalmologist uses 
for eye surgeries. Our Eye Program 
had been at a virtual standstill with
out this machine and other essential 
surgical tools . I encouraged Charles 
to return the equipment willingly. 
Charles decided to hold out, hoping 
the hospital would give him a large 
sum of money. 

Charles has since showed up at 
the hospital and turned the machine 
over to the ophthalmolog ist. We 
invited him for morning devotion, but 
he did not come. Two days later, 
Charles joined us during morning 
devotion, and we all celebrated and 
gave thanks to God for his returning 
the equipment. After talking with our 
chaplain, Charles took us to an area 
of town where there was more hospi
tal equipment (suction machines and 
more), and we were able to retrieve 
them. 

Mary Zigbuo is a United Methodist 
missionary. She and her husband, 
Herbert Zigbuo, serve as the Ganta 
Hospital administrators. 

Above: Houses are being built for internally displaced persons at the UMCOR-managed 
Soul Clinic in Margibi County, Liberia. Its program includes sanitation, medical care, 
edu cation, and social activities. Below left: Children of internally displaced families. 

Ganta Hospltal Revives 

Those who gave to the Ganta Emergency Response appeal enabled 
UMCOR to respond to the emergency situation at Ganta Hospital. 
During the course of 2004 alone, UMCOR gave almost $100,000, 
which helped to: 

1. Provide for the minimal renovation of the buildings (both hospital 
and residential) currently in use, including roof and ceiling replace
ment, rewiring, and plumbing-fixture replacement; 
2. Renovate and upgrade (two bedrooms and two bathrooms and 
expand all existing rooms to sleep up to 1 2 people} one of the larger 
residential houses, to be used by work teams or short-term volunteers; 
3. Pay severance to staff in an effort to downsize, thus allowing the 
hospital to operate on a minimal-service level while gradually (over a 
three-year period) working toward restoring full hospital operation. 
4. Provide a monthly allowance to assist with the payment of two doc
tors' salaries (all other staff salaries are paid through funds generated 
from service charges) and general operational needs. 

Generous contributions from United Methodists will ensure that 
UMCOR will be able to respond to the postconAict needs of Liberia. 

Funds from the Ganta Hospital Emergency (UMCOR Advance 
# 150385) will assist with further critical renovations of this historic 
United Methodist hospital, the only one in the region with a surgeon. 

Liberia Emergency (UMCOR Advance # 150300) helps to ensure 
that former child soldiers like Charles can go back to school, learn new 
skills, and become productive members of their communities. 
rlJ See page 2. 
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A COMMUNITY 
IN THE DUMP 
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The Stung Meanchey dump, Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia-notorious for 

its mounds of smoking, pungent 

garbage that stretch for miles-is 

home to about 500 families that 

make their living off the refuse of oth

ers . Three years ago, New World 

Outlook published a story by Adam 

Piore and Lor Chandara, with pho

tos by Jon Warren, about the Phou 

family children who spent their days 

working in the dump and their nights 

struggling to acquire an education, 

studying by lamplight after their 

parents went to sleep. 

Outwardly, little has changed in 

this garbage dump, which exists in a 

country that struggles to shed its 

troubled past and enter the 21st cen

tury. It remains a symbol of "too lit

tle ": not enough decent iobs, food, 

or edu.cational opportunities to go 

around. Whole communities are 

marginalized as they fight a daily 

battle to find enough of what is "left

over" merely to survive another day. 

But the dump is also a theater of 

survival, symbolizing a lean tenacity 

and will to get ahead despite what 

common sense says is possible. 

There have been changes over the 

last three years. When Jon Warren 

photographed Stung Meanchey, only 

three NGOs were working in the 

. area. Now there are seven. The 

Singapore Methodist Mission has 

established a presence and a ministry 

with the dump community. Richard 

Lord, who photographed the dump 

(guided by Clara Biswas, a UMC mis

sionary), said, the day he visited, 

there were so many photographers in 

the Stung Meanchey dump, that at 

Opposite p. 24: Two young Cambodians walk through the Stung Meanchey dump in 
Phnom Penh. Top: A Cambodian child carries a sack in which she places salvageable 
materials and food tha t she will collect at the dumpsite. Above: Clara Biswas interacts 
with a Cambodian family. 

times it was difficult to get a shot 

without one of them in it. 

There is one public school at the 

dump and three NGO schools . 

The fam ilies in the slums of the 

dump community have learned to 

work together and develop systems 

that seek to provide all members of 

the community an equal chance at 

work and education. The children 

spend half the day in school and the 

other half working in the dump, and 

there are more schools available 

to them today. The United Methodist 

Church began working with a local 

NGO about a year ago to support 

education efforts in two other com

munities, Bording and Bassac. Th e 

Bassac preschool was built by the 

residents themselves after a fire 
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destroyed their wooden and card

board homes. Clara Biswas says it 

took eight months, and the communi

ty donated items and even provided 

volunteer teachers. The Methodist 

mission provides a small salary su,r 

plement to the teachers and books 

and school supplies to the children. 
The children are registered for public 

school when they finish preschool. 

Children and teenagers continue to 

strive for a better education, basic liter-

People who work in the dump salvage 
articles that will help sustain them. 

acy, more advanced job skills, and bet

ter employment. Ms. Biswas says that 

during Khmer Rouge rule, many fami

lies lost their homes, property, and 
{especially male) family members. 

After the defeat of the Khmer 

Rouge guerrillas in Phnom Penh by 

the Vietnamese in 1979, there fo~ 

lowed more than 10 years of armed 

struggle between four different fac
tions throughout Cambodia. One of 

those warring factions was the Khmer 

Rouge. Pol Pot, leader of the Khmer 

Rouge, remained in Cambodia and 
died Ha peaceful death" in 1998. UN 

Peacekeepers managed to bring 

stability to Cambodia in the early 

1990s, and the first free election was 

held in 1993. 

It is true that the children of Stung 

Meanchey are affected by the 

Khmer Rouge time and the very diffi

cult years following, but so are the 

rest of the people of Cambodia as 

well. The Khmer Rouge deliberately 

set about to destroy the education 
system. The following 10 years of tur

moil did not provide much opportu
nity to rebuild. 

Clara confirms that many children 

live with one parent or grandparents 

or siblings because they have lost 
one or both parents in conflicts that 

Rared up between warring factions or 

in the economic crises that resulted. 

Without educated parents to guide 

them, they have very little exposure to 
the world outside the dump. This way 
of life is all they have seen, heard, 

smelled, and learned as the key to sur-
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viva/. "We want to help the children 

see there is more than one way of sur

viving," says Clara. "We want to give 

them hope. We want to help them 

change their lives and develop skills so 

they can change their moral point of 

view and love themselves, their fam i

lies, and their neighbors." 

"/ th ink when we came here, we 

thought we were going to teach 

them about the Gospel," concludes 

Ms . Biswas. "But many times, I find 

they are the ones who teach me. 

When I see them working in the 

dump and struggling so hard, I can 

see Jesus also struggling, working 

with them, and living with them ." 

Christie R. House is the editor of 

New World O utlook. 

Top: Children, like these, usually work in the dump for half the day. Above: Many 
children who work in the dump half the day attend school for the other half The educa
tion they receive will give them positive experiences, skills, and hope for the f 11t11 re. 
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Churches in China Today 
story and photos by Diane J. Allen 

[I] he church in the People's 
Republic of China has 
become a viable presence as 
never before in China's 

4000-year history. "Today, the 
Chinese Protestant church is flour
ishing," said the Rev. Cao Shengjie, 
President of the China Christian 
Council. "There are over 17 million 
church members, 20 time as many 
as there were 50 yea rs ago. All 
50,000 churches and meeting 
points (places) are packed with 
Christians." It may well be today's 
fastest growing church . 

Man y feared that the wi thdraw
al of foreign missionaries after 
China's 1949 Liberation and the 
suspension of religious freedom 
during the Cultural Revolution era 
(1966-1979) would bring an end 
to Chris tian witness in China. 
Instead, the churches in China 
emerged with a strength and vi tal
ity surpassing even the m ost opti
mistic hopes. Refusing to separa te 
theology from life, church leaders 
responded to the challenge of lov
ing both country and church and 
adopted a policy of self-support, 
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self-government, and self-propa
ga tion . This three-self principle 
has guided post-denominational 
Protes tant churches throughout 
the p as t 50 years. 

Today, the China Christian 
Council produces a monthly mag
azine, Heaven ly Wind (Tinnfeng), 
which is a gorgeous description of 
the effect of the Holy Spirit on 
the church for the past 25 years. 
Churches and meeting points are 
reopening or being built a t a rate of 
three every two days. Services are 
so packed that worshipers spill out 
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into church courtyards, where they 
sit on church steps, wooden bench
es, or stools they bring strapped to 
their bicycles. In rural areas, where 
Christians may walk several miles 
to attend a church service, wor
shipers are disappointed if the ser
mon lasts for less than an hour. The 
burgeoning formation of Sunday 
schools, meeting points, and 
women's and youth groups has led 
to the recruitment of clergy and 
church leaders in record numbers. 
Eighteen theological seminaries 
and five Bible training centers in 
China have graduated more than 
5000 students since the early 1980s. 
Fifty percent of seminarians in 
China today are women. 

Understanding the Past 
From 1966 to 1979, Christianity 
was forbidden in China as the 
country experienced the tumul
tuous Cultural Revolution era, an 
attempt by Mao Zedong to regain 
influence by enforcing extreme 
ideology. So chaotic was this 
movement that within China it 
is now referred to as the "decade 
of disaster" or "ten lost years." 
Temples, mosques, and church 
buildings were confiscated, Bibles 
and Islamic and Buddhist scrip-

tures destroyed, and religious 
workers sent to factories or exiled 
to the countryside. For nearly 14 
years, there was no public preach
ing or teaching. When the policy of 
religious freedom was restored in 
1979, many church buildings were 
literally piles of rocks and rubble. 
The oft-used term "church renew
al" took on an urgency and literal
ism rarely encountered before. 

Contemporary Challenges 
In 1980, the China Christian Council 
(CCC) was formed to oversee the 
administration and ecclesiology of 
the emerging Protestant church. 
Among its most important tasks 
was working with the government's 
State Administration of Religious 
Affairs to reclaim and restore 
church properties that were illegally 
confiscated. 

If you ask church leaders what 
the most difficult challenge for the 
Chinese church is today, most will 
say, " the harvest is plenty, but the 
workers few." Probably no other 
Protestant church in the world has 
a smaller clergy-to-laity ratio than 
China, where there is one ordained 
pastor for approximately 9000 
Christians. To meet this urgent 
need, the CCC has poured its heart 

and soul into educating a new gen
eration of church leaders in 17 
provincial and regional seminar
ies, one national seminary, and five 
Bible training centers. 

There is also great emphasis on 
raising the level of theological 
understanding of rural believers. 
They often come to Christianity by 
means of a healing, experienced by 
themselves, their family, or a vil
lage member. Without a proper 
grounding in basic Christian 
beliefs, villagers can be misin
formed, or worse, misled by all 
kinds of prophecies and proclama
tions in the name of Christianity. 
They may have difficulty discern
ing between authentic Christian 
faith and the methods of swindlers 
out to fleece the trusting flocks . 

The church has responded to 
this challenge with hundreds of 
lay-training courses each year in 
all parts of China, the better to 
equip the grassroots village work
er to minister faithfully to Christ's 
Gospel. Training can range from a 
few days to several months and 
include courses on how to study 
the Bible, church management and 
finance, go vernment policy, the 
construction of sermons, and how 
to sing hymns and lead a choir. 
The importance of hymns, espe
cially in the countryside, cannot 
be underestimated. They are an 
important source of Christian the
ology in which everyone can par
ticipate, the young and old, the 
educated and illiterate. 

There may be only 3000 
ordained pastors in China today, 
but there are tens of thousands of 
volunteer lay workers who do just 
about everything in the life of the 
church except administer the sacra
ments. The importance of laity in 
helping to keep the church going is 
one of the many lessons learned 
from the Chinese church experi
ence. Their faithful leader hip and 
active involvement are part of why 
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Protestant Christianity has grown 
so rapidly in the past 55 years. 

The enthusiasm behind clergy 
and laity training has been 
matched by an ambitious publica
tion program. Ms. Chen Meilin, 
Executive Associate General 
Secretary of the CCC, said, "The 
shortage of church leadership and 
lack of proper training make it 
even more urgent for Christian lit
erature to become an important 
resource of pas toral care." In 
response, the CCC has published 
300 kinds of Christian literature, 
including hymnal , theological 
books, Bibles in Chinese and 
minority languages, Bible com
mentaries, sermons, pastoral coun
seling resources, Christian classics, 
daily devotionals, videos, and 
audio cassettes. Over 33 million 
copies of the Bible have been print
ed in China and distributed by the 
China Christian Council to all 
parts of the country. It has been 
estimated that the Bible is the sec
ond most widely published book 
in China, next to The Selected Works 
of Mao Zedong. 

Livin g the Gospel in Chinese 
Society 
Christians are now looking beyond 
the walls of the church for practical 
ways to express God's love to 
stranger and neighbor alike. As 
reforms in China continue and the 
nation aspires to be, in its own 
words, "a moderately well-off 
society by the year 2020," one 
fallout is the widening chasm 
between rich urbanites and the 
rural poor. Through its Social 
Service Department, the CCC 
wants to nurture Christian respon
sibility toward society's concerns. 
"Yes," it has firmly said, "you are 
your brother 's and is ter 's keeper." 

The Rev. Deng Fucun, chief 
director of the CCC' s Social Service 
Department, said " [A]fter the 
Cultural Revolution, we concen
trated on the spiritual needs of our 
congregations with theological 
education and worship resources. 
Welfare work was always viewed 
as the government's task. We are 
now helping our congregations to 
understand that Christianity is 
not just about individual salva tion. 
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When Jesus talked about feeding 
the hungry, clothing the naked, 
healing the sick, and advocating 
for the imprisoned, that's exactly 
what he meant." In response, there 
are over a hundred church-run 
programs in China today, includ
ing homes for the elderly, medical 
clinics, rehabilitation centers, and 
kindergartens. In Nanping, Fujian 
province, the Gospel Church oper
ates a kindergarten with an enroll
ment of nearly 150 families. 

In a country where religion has 
never been a high priority on the 
government's agenda, Christian -
still less than 2 percent of the 
population-have negotiated for 
themselves a place in Chinese soci
ety that was unimaginable just 25 
years ago. The government recog
nizes that religious believer can 
significantly help address several 
critical issues the government now 
faces. For instance, the CCC carries 
out HIV I AIDS education work 
wi th rural and urban congrega
tions and finds foster familie for 
children whose parents have died 
from AIDS-related illnesse . 
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To the government, these are 
more than just "good works." It 
has begun to see that the motiva
tions that undergird Christian 
work-honesty, integrity, a respect 
for people, voluntary work, chari
table giving-are characteristics to 
be encouraged again in all parts of 
society, as the country faces new 
challenges of materialism, govern
ment corruption, and the loss of 
revolu tionary idealism. Chinese 
Christian leaders are excited that 
there is now a place in Chinese 
society for the leaven of religious 
involvement. Says Bishop K. H. 
Ting, "These are all fruits of evan
gelism, not quite so countable as 
heads of individual converts 
receiving baptism, but possibly 
more important in the long run." 

United Methodists Respond 
While today's church leaders 
remain committed to self-sufficien
cy and development, they also 
reach out to form new ecumenical 
friendships worldwide based on 
mutuality, equality, and respect. 
Church leaders are quick to point 
out that the Three-self Movement 
(self-support, -government, -evan
gelization), does not include self
isolation. The CCC is the body 
through which the General Board 

of Global Minis tries (GBGM) 
believes Christian presence can 
best be nurtured and carried out 
within China. GBGM relies on the 
CCC to help define relations and 
engage in programs that the CCC 
presents as priorities. 

The Partnership in Missions 
Catalog of General Advance Specials 
lists several opportunities for part
nership with the people of China, 
including support for teachers of 
English, the printing of Bibles and 
hymnals, and the Amity Found
ation, a nongovernmental organiza
tion inspired by Christians that 
focuses on social, rural, medical, 
and educational development. 

GBGM's United Methodist 
China Program--conceived in the 
late 1960s when neither money 
nor missionaries characterized 
exchange with Christians in 
China--continues its ministry of 
listening, learning, education, and 
exchange. At a time when there 
wasn' t much communication with 
China, the China Program 
believed that we could best help 
Chinese Christians by first gaining 
a deeper understanding about 
China and its realities. Thirty years 
later, the United Methodist China 
Program remains a sensitive lens 
through which we an d the Chinese 

Prolect Support 
In China 

Currenrly, United Methodists 
can support Christian ministry 
in China by giving to 20 
Advance projects found in 
the Partnership in Missions 
Catalog. Amity Foundation 
(Advance # 111 51 A), Amity 
Health Concerns (UMCOR 
Advance #203525) Amity 
Teacher Support (Advance 
#09801A}, and the Amity 
Printing Press, Bibles (Advance 
# 11422A) are good general 
projects, while more specific 
projects can be found by check
ing the Advance for Christ and 
His Church website: http:// 
gbgm-umc.org/ advance. 
rl See page 2. 

A 17-minute DVD produced by the China 
Christian Council as an in troduction to 
the church in China . 

people see and understand each 
other more accurately. 

As opportunities for participa
tion and involvement with China 
grow, Christians in China are the 
best judges of what it means to be 
the church in their own situation. 
We celebrate this good news with 
them. 

Diane J. Allen is a GBGM missionary 
who serves with the United Methodist 
China Program. 
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Southern Phili 
Methodist Co 

Bishop 
Leo Soriano 

outhern Philippines Meth
odist Colleges (SPMC), at the 

l!:::::::::::::==.i foot of majestic Mount Apo in 
Kidapawan, Cotabato, is but part of 
a large university in the hinterlands 
of Mindanao. It is what some 
Methodist church leaders have 
been dreaming of for years. 

SPMC started as a spark in the 
mind of Bishop Jose Gamboa, Jr.
then Resident Bishop of the Davao 
Episcopal Area. That spark burned 
brighter when Bishop Gamboa 
shared his hopes during a joint 
executive meeting of the Council on 
Ministries, chaired by Professor 
Librada Pableo, and the Committee 
on Finance Administration, chaired 
by Mr. Agustin Atienzar. 

To the bishop's joy and amaze
ment, his proposal was strongly 
endorsed by the Joint Executive 
Committee at the 1990 ession of 
the Mindanao Annual Conference. 

In his proposal, Bishop Gamboa 
stressed the significant role the col
lege would play. He pointed out 
that Methodist and other Protestant 
churches were growing and that 
increasing numbers of recruited 
church workers needed to be pro
vided with formal theological and 
biblical education. The cost of 
tuition and travel prevented those 
seeking to serve as ministers and 
deaconesses from going to Union 
Theological Seminary in Manila or 
to Harris Memorial College in 

by Vilma May A. Fuentes 

fill the dream of many Protestant 
parents of sending their children to 
a Christian college. 

Bishop Gamboa said that an 
agricultural department could 
address the educational needs of 
children of the different tribal or 
ethnic communities in the farrning 
areas, such as Bilaan, Manuvu, or 
Bagobo. Moreover, as an educa
tional arm of The United 
Methodist Church, the college 
would further strengthen the vari
ous ministries and mission work of 
th Christian churches in the 
Davao Episcopal Area, a vast area 
covering Mindanao, the Visayas, 
and Palawan. 

• pines 
eges 

Bishop 
Jose Gamboa, Jr. 

What seemed an impossible 
dream gestated in the minds of the 
inspired church leaders, and in 
1993, an ad hoc committee was 
formed, chaired by Prof. Pableo, to 
carry out the Mindanao Conference 
mandate. The members included 
Benjamin Agbisit, Elvira Aguayo, 
Romeo Agustin, Romeo Cabaltica, 
Rizal Corotan, Pio Elevazo, Doris 
Ann Garrett, Roberto Ladia, Rhodie 
Lucero, Noemi Mangawang, 
Efraim Nicolas, Ernesto Ramos, 
and Lina Villanueva. 

The Birth of a College 
On May 20, 1994, the penultimate 
day of the Mindanao Annual 

Luzon. The college would also ful- Professor Librada Pableo, President, Southern Philippines Methodist Colleges. 
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Conference, Southern Philippines 
Methodist Colleges (SPMC) was 
formally inaugurated, highlighted 
by the investiture of the first col
lege president, Dr. Teofilo C. de la 
Cruz. Dr. Carolito S. Puno, presi
dent of Philippine Christian 
University and president of the 
Association of Christian Schools 
and Colleges, delivered the 
investiture address entitled, 
"SPMC, Part of Facing the 
Changing Future with the One 
Who Changes Not. " 

Although funds were low and 
facilities limited, the SPMC Board 
of Trustees opened the portals of 
the college in June 1994, trusting in 
God's faithfulness and spurred on 
by Dr. Carlito Puno, their compe
tent consultant. SPMC lost no time 
in enrolling students, having regis
tered with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) in 
May and having been granted per
mission by the Department of 
Education, Culture, and Sports 
(DECS) to offer the following 
degree programs: Bachelor of Arts 
in Theology (BA-Theo), Bachelor 
of Elementary Education (BEED), 
and Bachelor of Early Childhood 
Education (BECE). The recognition 
of the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED) came later (in 
1999 for BEED and BECE; 2002 for 
BA-Theo). 

Three full-time SPMC nonteach
ing staff members (the college 
president, registrar-cashier, and 
librarian) and six part-time faculty 
members (clergymen and clergy
women serving local churches in 
the Davao Episcopal Area) took 
charge of the first class of students. 

Nineteen students enrolled at 
SPMC during the first semester
twelve in BA-Theo and seven in the 
BEED and BECE. Eleven theology 
students received scholarship grants 
from the Methodist Korean Mission, 
and the twelfth was sponsored by 
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Agbisit. 

SPMC opened inJune 1994 using 
the dormitory facilities of Spotts
wood Methodist Center (SMC) m 
Kidapawan City, Cotabato. 

Financial Challenges 
Dependent on income from school 
and tuition fees, the college has 
always been beset with financial and 
related problems: limited curricular 
offerings, lack of standard educa
tional facilities, poorly paid and 
overloaded faculty and staff, and 
consequent low student enrollment. 

aid to 63 percent of its present stu
dent population. The college is 
blessed to have stable support from 
generous friends (the Rev. and Mrs. 
Harry Stullenbarger) and mission
aries (Mrs. Janet McCarty, the Rev. 
Dr. John and Purnavati Rathod, and 
the Rev. Kyung Ja Kim). 

The college has had three presi
dents since 1994: Dr. Teofilo de la 
Cruz (1994-1997), the Rev. David 
Pascua, acting president (1997-
1998), and Prof. Librada C. Pableo 
(1998-present). 

Children from SPMC's Children's Ministry Program pe1form at the closing session of 
Southern Philippines Methodist Colleges. 

The financial picture improved 
somewhat in the college's fourth 
year with the arrival of some mis
sionaries from the United States 
(Mrs. Janet McCarty, the Rev. Dr. 
Rodrigo Estrada, and the Rev. Dr. 
John Rathod) and Korea (the Rev. 
Kyung Ja Kim) to serve on the 
faculty. Along with their high quali
fications and wide range of experi
ence in the field of education, the 
missionaries provided much-need
ed contact with potential donor 
agencies. They themselves gave 
scholarship assistance, especially to 
students from ethnic communities. 

Committed to help needy, edu
cationally disadvantaged children 
in poverty-stricken and depressed 
areas, SPMC strives to provide 
scholarships, financial grants, and 

New School, Old Mission 
With Prof. Pableo at the helm, 
SPMC started to experience much 
progress. Through her initiative, 
and with Bishops Benjamin 
Gutierrez's and Paul Locke 
Grandosin's support, the Min
danao Conference passed a resolu
tion that a 12.35 acre area of 
Spottswood Methodist Center be 
set aside for the SPMC campus. 

Then, in July 2003, Prof. 
Pableo's fifth year and the college's 
ninth year, with the wholehearted 
support of Bishop Leo Soriano, 
SPMC moved to its new campus, 
where two buildings stood ready 
for occupancy: a chapel (a gift of 
Eden Korean Methodist Church) 
and an academic building (a 
gift from the General Board of 
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Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church). The academic 
building provides spaces for class
rooms and administrative offices. 

Three more buildings are cur
rently under construction. Two of 
the buildings (both dormitories for 
women students) are funded by 
Korean Methodists through the 
Rev. Kyung Ja Kim. As carpenters 
build the wooden framework of the 
third unit (with funds from an 
anonymous donor), one can imag
ine the happy faces of economically 
challenged children who will have 
brighter futures as they begin their 
education in this two-classroom 
kindergarten school building. 

Academic Studies Pupils under the Children's Ministry Program of SPMC. 

The curricular offerings of SPMC 
have also been revitalized in recent 
years . Its four-year BA-Theo 
degree has a built-in three-year 
supervised field education pro
gram tha t provides s tudents the 
opportunity to practice concepts 
learned in classrooms. From their 
sophomore year onward , tu
dents are given weekend local 
church and community-service 
assignments under the supervision 
of the Dean of Theology, the Rev. 
Lina Villanueva, and Deaconess 
Service Coordinator, Mr . Rose
marie Hermano. They also work 
among ethnic communities during 
the summer, in con ulicltion wi th 
the Board of Ordained Ministry 
and the Board of Church and 
Society and with approval from 
the office of Bishop Leo Soriano. 

Through the Certificate in Early 
Childhood Ed ucation program, 
SPMC provides guideline for early 
childhood care and developm nt at 
the provincial, city, municipal, and 
barangay (neighborhood) levels, 
while offering continuing educa
tion to service provider and day
care workers. Thi initiativ pa 
the way for th accreditation of 
day-care teacher . 

SPMC' most recent offering i 
Mentoring in English Proficiency, 
an elective subject intended to help 
student improve their skills in 
speaking, reading, and writing 
English. Since English is the lingua 
franca in almost every important 
sector of society in the Philippine , 
English proficiency can decide the 
students' succe or failure in 
school and determine gradua t ' 
chances of getting and keeping 
better job in the highly competi
tive world market. 

Another project of the current 
pre ident is the SPMC Faculty and 
Staff Coop rative Movement, which 
pools financial re ource to run a 
college canteen that caters to the 
basic needs of tud nts and faculty. 

A Ten-Year Journey 
Now in it tenth year of operation, 
SPMC has com a long wa 
de pite it meager re ource . The 
coll ge ha produced a total of 90 
graduate : 29 with BA-Theo, 21 
with BE D, 11 with BECE, 16 with 
the rtificate in Early Childh d 
Education ( E E), and 13 with 
th Certificat m Comput r 
Technology ( T) . 
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SPMC, the dream college that 
began with a tiny spark in 1990, 
became a candle in the dark area 
under the shadow of the 
Philippine ' highe t p ak. It prom
i es to be a lighthou e-all becau e 
of a few purpo e-dri en United 
Methodi t dreamer . 

Briti h scholar Thoma Edward 
Lawrence, better known a 
"Lawrence of Arabia," once aid: 
11 All men dream-but not equally. 
Thos who dream b night in th 
du ty reces es of their mind , 
wake in the day to find that it wa 
vanity. But the dream r f th da 
are dangerou men, f r th 
act th ir dream with op n e to 
make th m po ibl . " 
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Mission Memo 
Africa University Educator Elected Bishop 
Member of the Africa Central Conference elected 
Africa Univer ity professor and evangelist, the Rev. 
Eban Kanukayi Nhiwatiwa as bishop. He is the succes
sor to Bishop Christopher Jokomo, Zimbabwe A1mual 
Conference, and began his duties on September 1, 2004. 

Nhiwatiwa left his position at Africa University to 
assume his new role. One of his goals is to motivate and 
unify the membership of the Zimbabwe East and 
Zimbabwe We t Aimual Conferences. 

New Missionaries Commissioned 
GBGM commissioned 16 missionarie during a Sunday 
worship ervice at St. Paul and St. Andrew UMC in 
New York City on August 22. The nine GBGM (stan
dard-support) missionaries are the Rev. Wesley W. and 
Ms. Leah J. Macgruder; the Rev. Jeffrey R. and Mrs. 
Millie K. Fresse; the Rev. Millie Kim; the Rev. Diane 
Wimberley; and laypersons Rukang Chikomb, Barbara 
Jacobsen, and Violetta Talandis. The seven young adult 
missionaries (US-2s), are Arny Brown, Emily Harry, 
Rachel Harvey, Andrew Jordan, Elizabeth Matthews, 
Kandis Samuels, and Donna Wheeler, each of whom 
will serve a two-year term in the United States. The new 
missionaries underwent an intensive two-week group 
training in the New York area before their commission
ing. They are the first missionaries in the GBGM and 
US-2 service areas commissioned since the temporary 
freeze on assignments for new missionaries in 2002. 

Treasurer Elected 
Roland Fernandes has been elected as general treasurer 
of the General Board of Global Ministries by the 
agency's directors. 

From 1988 to 1994, he was the Chief Auditor of the 
Methodist Church of India. He has served as the comp
troller of the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) and associate treasurer of GBGM. 

UMCOR Responds (Sudan) 
Sudan's rainy season this year will isolate areas of 
Darfur, limiting access to humanitarian aid for thou
sands of refugees. Malaria is expected to reach over
whelming proportions during this time. Through its 
ecumenical partners, UMCOR is contributing food, 
seed, and tools. To help, contribute to UMCOR 
Advance #184385. 

Liberia 
UMCOR and Canta ffi.1Ss1on leaders are discussing 
ways to ensure consistent deliveries of medicine boxes 

to Ganta Hospital, which serves 45,000 Liberians. 
Medicine boxes, assembled and shipped by 
Interchurch Medical Assistance (IMA), generally con
tain a three-month supply of prescription medicine as 
well as over-the-counter supplies. The total cost is 
$450. For more information go to http:/ /gbgm
umc.org/ health / medbox. Make monetary contribu
tions to UMCOR Advance #982630, Medicine Box®. 

Natural Disasters 
UMCOR volunteers and disaster coordinators from the 
Florida Annual Conference visi ted Arcadia and Punta 
Gorda to comfort resident and assess the damage 
caused by Hurricane Charley. UMCOR teams are al o 
seeking the elderly, disabled, and otherwise vulnerable 
populations to assist them in the clean-up efforts. 
FEMA estimated that 72,000 commercial and public 
buildings and 140,000 private homes were damaged. In 
Havana, Cuba, residents have been suffering through 
el ctrical power outages, and homes and churches have 
been severely damaged. The office of Bishop Ricardo 
Periera of The Methodist Church in Cuba organized 
food distribution to residents who moved into emer
gency shelters. The military a isted in the cleanup and 
restoration of electrical service. 

UMCOR sent thousands of flood buckets containing 
flood cleanup supplies to Florida. The UMCOR Depot 
urgently needs replenishing. For information go to 
http:/ /gbgm-umc.org/ umcor/print/kits. To volun
teer, call 1-800-918-3100. Monetary donation are also 
needed for rent payments, doctors' bill , and clothing 
replacement, as well a tools, building supplies, and 
other materials needed to restore homes. 

DEATHS George H. Theuer, retired missionary wi th 
33 1/2 years of service in China and Japan, died July 2, 
2004 ... Rudolph Benesh, retired missionary with nearly 
5 years of service in Austria, died July 12, 2004 ... Robert 
L. Schlager, retired missionary with 6 years of service 
in Argentina, died July 15, 2004 ... Mollie Stahley, retired 
deaconess with 42 year of service in the United State , 
died July 15, 2004 ... Maurice E. Persons, retired mis
sionary with nearly 33 years of service in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Zimbabwe, 
and the USA, died July 23, 2004. 

The Rev. Thomas L. Curtis, Sr., founder of 
Volunteers In Mission, died August 18, 2004 at the age 
of 72. He was a former missionary to Africa. At the tim 
of hi dea th, he was serving as minister of pa toral are 
at Ousley UMC in Lithonia, G orgia. 
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D he photos in this article are of children at Triple S Camp, which hosts city kids 

from South Side Settlement for eight weeks each summer. Purchased in 1947 by 

the Women's Division, the camp has been in operation for 57 years. 

Th 

year 

every 

Most of the children who took the photos and are seen in the photos come but kin 

from Columbus, Ohio. Many go to camp every year and some attend for sever- to an 

al sessions. Some are foster children . Our goal is to build a community in which that hi 

all children can live together for a week at a time, challenging our values and studied 

our commitment to social responsibility and justice. 
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by Mari Sunami 

The children learn about natural science and the environment, do art projects (this 

year we had an artist from Africa who gave a lesson in making batiks), and read 

every day. They hike in the forest and enjoy the creek. We teach them to be curious 

but kind during contacts with nature. Campers generally take a field trip each week 

to a nearby point of historic or cultural interest. They also prepare a skit each week 

that highlights a given theme. This year, the theme was leadership, and the children 

studied people they thought were leaders, including Wilma Mankiller (first woman 

elected as Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation) and Susan B. Anthony (feminist 

leader and suffragist). 
Mari Sunami , director, South Side Settlement House, Columbus, Oh io . 

Photos by the children of South Side Settlement House, Columbus, Oh io. 
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Pastoral Leadership in 
Times 

m well-known proverb in Haiti 
says "Behind every moun
tain, there is another moun

tain." In the Caribbean nation of 

A child sells bread 0 11 a street in 
Mare Rouge, Haiti. 

~:-..mi!! 

Right: Action by Churches Together 
(A CT) is providing this woman and her 
son, who live in Petite Riviere, Haiti, with 
sustenance for the present and the future. 
UMCOR is a member of ACT. 

Haiti, behind every crisis there 
seems to be another crisis: civil 
strife, environmental catastrophe, 
and intense poverty. 

Haitian Methodist clergy and 
key lay leaders met in Port-au
Prince in June to reflect on recent 
troubles and sharpen their skills in 
dealing with the afterma th of a 
series of recent crises: the over
throw of the government of 
President Bertrand Aristide, occu
pation by troops from the United 
States, and floods that took the 
lives of more than 2000 people 
along the border between Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic. 

The event, "Pastoral Leadership 
in Times of Crisis," was organized 
by the Methodi t Church of Haiti 
(a district of the Methodist Church 
in the Caribbean and the Americas 
[MCCA]) with the a sistance of the 
General Board of Global Mini tries 
of The United Methodist Church. 

A team of Haitian psychologist 
and specialists in crisis manage
ment led the group of 15 in two 
days of inten e pastoral education. 
The team consisted of Rosny 
Deroches, Dr. Hubert Morguette, 
Marjorie Michel , and Lwuse Cerin. 
Also taking part were the Rev. 
Raphael Des ieu, pre ident of the 
Methodist Church of Haiti; the Rev. 
R. Randy Day, General Secretary 
of the General Board of Global 
Mini tries; and I, Keith Rae. 
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by Keith Rae 

Crisis, a Permanent State 
It is no surprise to find that 
Christian hope and faith formed 
the first line of proactive defense as 
the pastors encountered an almost 
endless progression of crises. 

"While we found the Methodist 
pastors to be hopeful and positive 
about the future," the Rev. Day 
said in reflection on the worship, 
"they are living and working in a 
country exhausted by political tur
moil, economic crises, grinding 
poverty, ongoing violence, and the 
recent deadly flood. Weeks after 
the floods, doctors and others are 
working hard to prevent and con
trol outbreaks of malaria, dengue, 
diarrhea, and scabies." 

Rosny Desroches, a member of 
the leadership team, stressed that 
times of crisis can become times 
for change and development
including changes of attitude, 
analyses, mean of adaptation, 
social negotiations, and consen us 
building. 

An ongoing challenge in Haiti 
is the lack of resources upon which 
to build a viable economy. Mr. 
Deroches described how 
increase in population 
decrease in production for local 
con umption increases a chronic 
economic crisi . Thi is only par
tially offset by the almo t one bil
lion dollar that Haitian living 
abroad send home each y ar. 

Environmental factor al o 
contribute to the constant problem . 
Defore tation-primaril y, cutting 
tr for fuel-ha re ulted in the 
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lo s of top oil. It once took five 
da of constant rain to produce 
flooding. A single day of rain now 
can cau e widespread damage. 

The Church in Haiti 
The Methodi t Church in Haiti is 
growing. It has 60 to 70 congrega
tions, mostly rural, scattered across 
the island. Many of those run 
schools, which also ser e as sites 
for hot-lunch programs, financed 
in large part by United Methodist 
churches in the state of Michigan. 

Dr. Hubert Marquette helped 
the pastors focus on practical orga
nizational steps that could assist 
the church in responding to crises. 
He di cussed the importance of 
community organizing to develop 
plans for crisis situations. Specific 
projects might include simple 
alarm and evacuation systems and 
the construction of shelters. 

Rev. Da said he was hopeful 
that Haiti would become a major 
mission focus of the General Board 
of Global Ministries and of The 
United Methodist Church. He 
urged church members to support 
general programs and relief 
appeal for Haiti, along with spon
soring mission-volunteer teams 
and individuals. 

There are 15 projects in Haiti 
that can be supported through the 
Advance for Christ and His 
Church, the second-mil mission
giving program of The United 
Methodist Church. They cover 
education, community health, 
agroforestr , agriculture, water 
conservation, food, and child care. 
These can be reviewed online at 
http: / I gbgm-umc.org/ advance / . 

The United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) is seek
ing funds for relief efforts related to 
the recent flood, Advance #418325, 
Haiti Civil Emergency. (See p. 2 for 
Advance Giving.) 

Prior to the April government 
crisis, Haiti was one of the most 
popular destinations for United 

A woman hangs clothes to dry as her children play outside their home in Port-Au-Prince 

Methodist Volunteer-In-Mission 
teams. A few teams have returned in 
recent weeks. Board personnel visit
ed Haiti in July to explore opportu
nities for voluntary service, especial
ly in ways that will underscore 
the ministry priorities of the 
Haitian Church. Contact Mission 
Volunteers, 212-870-3825, for more 
information, or send e-mail to 
voluntrs@ gbgm-umc.org. 

Keith Rae is the Executive Secretary for 
Church Development and Renewal in 
the Evangelization and Church Growth 
unit of the GBGM. 

Interview with 
Paulette Holly in Haiti 
I'm a Haitian and I work at the 
Methodist Church Center as a 
retired deacon. 

I was doing my third year of nurs
ing when I received Jesus as my 
Lord, and then I was looking for a 
church. I stopped at the Methodi t 
church one evening. The minister 
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there welcomed me and I felt so 
good among them that I joined. 
From there, I heard the call to be a 
deaconess. Today, the office has 
been changed to deacon. There 
wa a time that they didn' t have 
enough ministers, so I was minis
tering to three churches: La Saline, 
Le Soleil, and Quarter Mission 
Church. It was really a very good 
time for me. 

At La Saline we tried to help 
some of the young people who live 
in the area who have very little 
education . The church enabled 
them to go to school. We chan-

neled them to the government 
nurse's aid school and after a year 
they received a diploma or certifi
cate. They could go and work for 
themselves. 

If there was something you would 
want to share with the Christians in 
the United States, what would it be? 
I am very grateful for the help that 
the Methodist Church is receiving 
from The United Methodist 
Church in the United States. Very 
often, people will say, "If we send 
you money, you could do the 
work." I say, "Yes, we could do the 

work with your money, but when 
you come and sweat with us, and 
feel with us, there's no money that 
could pay for that." And they real
ize, many of them, the blessing 
that they have received when they 
come and work. 

Interview by Jeanie Blankenbaker, 
Coordinator, Mission Volunteers, 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
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Interview with Venel Celin 
My name is Venel Celin and I've 
been working for the Methodist 
Church of Haiti for 7 years as a 
driver, maintenance person, and 
interpreter, as needed. 

Are there some hardships that you and 
your family face each day? 
I've been married for four years 
and there were only two of us in 
the house, but now we've got a 
new baby. That's changed our 
whole life. Life is kind of expen
sive, so you have to think about 
money to buy milk and things for 
the kid . 

What do you want for your kids? 
I want for my son to be an educat
ed man. He is 21/2 years old and we 
hope that he can start school in 
September. Kindergarten is very 
expensive here; it's like university. 
So just the tuition for his school 
would cost about $5000 Haitian 
dollars. 

Is it difficult to make money here in 
Haiti or to find a job? 
Yes, it is very difficult to make 
money. And I'll tell you, it's very, 
very difficult to find a job because 
not too many jobs are available. 
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A small child is weighed at an ACT-supported health clinic in Cite Sic/e outside Port-au
Prince, Haiti. 

And because of the political upheaval, 
are there things that you can 't do now? 
Because of the political situation, 
there are things that we couldn' t 
do-especially last February, when 
things were really bad. Like, if you 
had money in the bank, you could 
not get it. The bank didn ' t open. 
You needed to buy food for a fam
ily and you were not able to do it. 
But now, because of the US and 
UN troops, things are a little better. 

Did you see or experience any of the 
violence occurring in February? 
One of our family members was 
shot dead shortly before President 
Aristide left. 

Can you tell us how that happened? 
She was a saleswoman . Early in 
the m orning on her way to the 

market, she didn't know they were 
shooting on the street. She was 
walking by and she was shot by 
someone unintentionally. 

What happened when the rains came? 
Here in Haiti, our rainy season is in 
May. But this year, it was totally dif
ferent. For me, because I live up in 
the hills, it wasn' t too bad . But 
down on the flood surface and also 
on the Dominican border the worst 
flooding happened. From what they 
reported on the radio, 1500 Haitians 
died and another 300 from the 
Dominican Republic disappeared, 
assumed dead. Another 200 in the 
southeast of Haiti disappeared and I 
think they're assumed dead . 

Do you know if the church in Haiti 
responded to the floods? 
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Yes, we did. People from Hen
nepin UMC in Minneapolis gave 
money to help. Two weeks ago, we 
took two trucks from the guest
house filled with rice to Fonds 
Verettes, which is on the Domin
ican border. We brought rice, cook
ing oil, and beans. 

Do you think violence has any effect 
on making life in Haiti better? 
Not really. Some fathers get killed, 
and for some families here, the 
man is the only one who has a job 
in the family, so the kids and wife 
and everybody depend on that 
parent. And when that person dies 
it is very hard. So I don ' t think it's 
a good thing. 

How can the US church help in Haiti? 
The US has been helping a lot. 
Education is a big thing here. It's 
very expensive for school. You can 
help by sending some kids to 
school. Also, if you go into the coun
tryside, you see people worshiping 
under the coconut trees. So building 
a church is a good thing. And also 
helping to build clinics and assisting 
orphanages are good things. 

Interviewed by Jeanie Blankenbaker, 
Coordinator, Mission Volunteers , 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

Interview with 
Jude Exantus 
I'm an unemployed guide in Haiti 
and I have a singing group with 
my cousins and my brothers. We 
call it the Union Brother Singers. 

Would you tell us about life in Ha iti 
for you now, day to day. 
In Haiti, the unemployment rate is 
very high and a lot of people don ' t 
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n· work. You have to ea t every day 
1e and n t many people do that in 
le Haiti. What w do is g t up in the 
,t. morning and have a cup of coffee 

and a pi ce of br ad . Som people 
l· don' t have that. They have to wait 
<· until they fi nd something fr m 

omeone el e to a t. 

:I There are many faces to violence i11 
society. What would you say are the 

l, ways in which the people in Haiti have 
e experienced violence? 
b What the Haitian peopl need th 
e mo ti food. If you go down to Port-
1t au-Prince or Cite Soleil, you find 

more violent people because they 
are hw1gry. They will do anything to 
get food. If they know that you have 
food, they' ll threa ten you. 

Not very many p opl are du
cated. They do thing that they 
shouldn' t do. It's not because they 
are hungry; it' because they ar 
angry. So that' part of the violenc . 

Sometim you're in need, and 
there are thing that you would 
like to have, but you can't have 
them . If you keep thinking about 
those things, then you will be 
someone who's under pressure or 
stress. I don' t do tha t. I'm a happy 
per on and so I live by fa ith . I 
always know that God will take 
care of thing and I don' t hav to 
worry. Th a t's how I live a a 
Chri tian, just by fai th . 

Are there signs of hope that you see? 
The only hop that I can see would 
be if we have more schools in the 
country so m ore people can be 
educa ted . We need more people 
who are rea lly, really intere ted in 
developing the country. 

Interviewed by Jeanie Blankenbaker, 
Coordinator, Mission Vo lunteers, 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

Clockw ise from top: In Port-de-Paix, medicines are sold on the street to Haitians who 
often self-diagnose and self-prescribe pharmaceuticals; An ear of corn shows the resu lts of 
drought conditions; Carrying water in Conaives, where ACT is assisting in reconciliation 
during political conflict; Planting bea11s in Mare Rouge. 
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A SHORT-TERM VOLUNTEER PROGRAM FOR YOUNG ADULTS AGED 18-25 

GO SOMEWHERE 
Volunteer in Africa, Europe, 
Asia, Latin America, or the 
Caribbean for 2-3 months. 

Work on issues such as DO SOMETHING globalization, human rights, 
militarism, immigration. 

CHAllENGE YOURSElf 
Live and work in grassroots communities around the 
world exploring links between faith and justice. 
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United Methodist Missionaries 
Return to Haiti 
Elliott Wright is the information officer of the General Board of Global 
Ministries . 

Two United Methodist missionaries are back in Haiti to resume a 
ministry interrupted last February by political upheaval and the 
resulting increase in violence. 

Charles Maddox of Louisville, Kentucky, returned to Port-au
Prince on April 12. His wife, Patty Maddox, joined him on April 28 . 

The Maddoxes are residing a t the Methodist Guest House, a 
local base for many United Methodist Volunteer-In-Mission teams 
that had previously visited Haiti every year. The guest house, in the 
hills on the northern side of Port-au-Prince, is a joint project of the 
Methodist Church of Haiti, the General Board of Global Ministries 
of The United Methodist Church, and the Caribbean Council of 
Churches. 

The Maddoxes are consulting with local Methodist church lead
ers to determine which volunteer teams can return safely to Port
au-Prince to assist in emergency relief and developmental activities. 
The situation remains unstable and security issues abound, so only 
Volunteer-in-Mission teams that have previously worked in Haiti 
on long-term assignments are currently returning. 

N n> 

Patty and Charles 
Maddox 

~ ~~ ~ 

The United Methodist Church in Mission 

An Excombatant's Ordeal 
Naomi Crusoe is the United Methodist Committee on Relief's communica
tions officer assigned to Liberia. 

Joseph, also known as General Enemy Catcher, waved his gun in the 
air, "Take this thing ... take it from me. I don't want it anymore." He 
had come to the disarmament pick-up point holding his gun in his 
left hand and a palm branch in his right. 

Joseph, 26 years old and father of a five-year-old daughter, is one 
of the many young adults who joined the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL) in 1996 to secure his city from rebels who had taken 
over Liberia . 

In explaining why he did not put down his gun after the 1997 elec
tion of Charles Taylor as president of Liberia, Joseph said, " ... after dis
armament in 1998, all the big countries that promised to help us and 
send us to school did not do anything for us .. . .I was anxious to go 
back to school because I was in the 8th grade. I just wanted to finish 
high school and go to college, but nothing .. .! had to join the Anti
Terrorist Unit (ATU) [in order] to make a living." 

Joseph feels that with the Disarmament Demobilisation 
Reintegration and Reconstruction (DDRR) process, peace will come. 
He is looking forward to gaining an education and skills to become 
a carpenter to help rebuild Liberia. 

Joseph was taken to the Voice of America (VOA) demobilisation 
camp, outside Monrovia, managed by UMCOR Liberia, that pro
vides excombatant men, women, and children with guidance and 
counseling toward positive, alternative ways of creating successful 
lives for themselves and their families . 

Adapted from "An Ex-Combatant 's Ordeal," by Naomi Crusoe, June 9, 
2004. Used by permission of UMCOR. 

Adolescent excombatants in Liberia are now 
looking for alternative ways of life. 



Kosovar Youths Work Toward 
Ethnic Tolerance and Peace 
Building 
Kelly Miles is head of the UMCOR Kosovo office. 

Following the UNICEF-funded building of a computer center in 
the village of Partesh, UMCOR Kosovo implemented training pro
grams in which youths learned skills in computer usage and tech
nology, peace-building, and organizational development. 
Subsequently, UMCOR Kosovo implemented the Kids on the 'Net 
(KOTN) project, funded by UNICEF and the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA). The purpose of the 
project was to provide Internet access services and technology 
training to Eastern Kosovar youths through a network of comput
er centers . Also included in the project were training workshops on 
business management, web journalism, information technology 
management, and desktop publishing. 

Another program, Youth Initiatives, Peace Reconciliation Project 
(YIPR), funded by GBGM, w as formed to assist Serbian and 
Albanian youth groups in Mitrovica for peace-building initiatives 
in their communities. Part of the program was fulfilled by a sub
grant given to four Albanian and three Serbian groups for a project 
designed to promote interethnic tolerance and promote peace 
building among youths in Mitrovica. The project included opening 
Internet cafes for youths from both groups, broadcasting peace
building radio shows in Albanian and Serbian, conducting an 
interethnic winter camp, and publishing youth magazines. 

Adapted from the UMCOR Kosovo website article, "Social and commu
nity Development," by Kelly Miles, December 2003. 

The Birds Are Singing 
Youth Choir was one of 
the viable interethnic 

- peace-building projects 
in Eastern Kosovo. 

Methodist Delegations Say 
Landmines Put Life on Hold 
Kathleen LaCamera is a Un ited Methodist News Service correspondent 
based in England. 

Mozambique, Angola, the Balkans, East Asia, and Central America 
are some of the places where unexploded landmines threaten the 
livelihood of the people who live there. Mozambique alone has tw o 
million active land mines. Active landmines can be found in farm
ing and livestock grazing areas, along paths where children travel 
to school, in places where women gather firewood to cook, and in 
backyards of occupied homes. According to estimates from the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, there are 15,000 to 
20,000 landmine casualties each year. This condition has led to peo
ple moving into cities to beg for sustenance . 

The United Methodist Church through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief is participating in landmine removal pro
grams. Demining involves the use of specially adapted armored 
tractors and dogs trained to sniff out active landmines. None of the 
dogs involved in this work have been injured. 

The Rev. Joseph Mapsanganhe, Director of Evangelism for the 
Southern Mozambique Conference, encourages the continuing 
support of landmine removal work. 

Landmines stifle people' s development toward a better stan
dard of living and stand in the way of peace. 
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Have you ordered 

Your 2005 Official Program Calendars? 
Now's the time to get the planning tools that help yo u schedule your li fe and your church programs. 

These calendars make it easy to keep up with Special Sundays, holidays, lectionary readings 
and other vital church information. The 2005 Calendar celebrates the missionaries of the 

United Methodist Church. It includes a 4-page insert highlighting some of 
11111111111ui11u11111111111 the life-changing work of these dedicated individuals. 

1anuary2005 

Classic Calendar 
This calendar is our 
most popular style. 
Designed with a spiral 
binding that opens into 

NEW FOR 2005! 
UMC Desk Blotter 
Calendar 
Searching for a 
monthly, large-format 
calendar to use on 

10 11 12 13 14 II 

16 17 18 19 10 11 22 

23 14 11 16 17 18 19 

30 JI 

a vertical format, the calendar may be hung on 
the wall or folded to fit conveniently inside 
your briefcase. Includes the lectionary readings 
and liturgical colors for each Sunday. 
Only$8.95 

your desk? Look no further. Our new Desk 
Blotter Calendar is complete with church 
holidays, Special Sundays, lectionary readings 
and liturgical colors. (24" x 16 3/4") 
Only $14.95 

To order these calendars: Online: www.umcom.org/store 
Email: csc@umcom.org Toll-free: 888-346-3862 

The best magazine for your 
congregation presents the 

vest of the best .., 

THEBFSI'OF 
IT WoRKED FOR Us! 

Read 110 ministry ideas collected from United Methodist 

churches over the last 15 years. Drawn from the pages of 

Interpreter magazine, this collection of workable ideas is per

fect for pastors, Christian education leaders, Sunday school teach

ers, evangelism and community service leaders and adult ministry 

leaders. These stories will help launch new mission and ministry in your congregation. 

Was $10.95 Now only $8.95 ! 

1-888-346-3862 www.umcom.org/store Fax 615-742-5499 
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Heart. 
This holiday season, UMCOR wishes for a Christmas that shows our heart 

for the whole family of God. Use the UMCOR Christmas Wish List, 

below, to remember God's greatest gift by giving to others in Christ's 

name. One hundred percent of your gift 

goes to the program you choose. 

UMCOR'S Christmas Wish List 

There are three ways to give. You may send 

your donation through your local church 

and Annual Conference. Or mail your check 

to UMCOR, 475 Riverside Dr., Room 330, 

New York, NY 10115. Please include the 

UMCOR code number on your check. 

To make a credit card donation call toll free 

1-800-554-8583. Have a heart-give 

generously this Christmas. 

Sl Serve a Haitian child one hot meal a day- UMCOR #418790 

s10 Contribute to new ceilings and walls for a storm damaged home in the 
US-UMCOR #901670 

s10 Help deliver tents, water purification tablets, and blankets to comfort an 
international disaster survivor-UMCOR #982450 

s1s Teach a woman in Nepal to read and write-UMCOR #229500 

SJO Help ship blankets, medical supplies, and hygiene articles where they are 
needed most-UMCOR #982730 

S60 Build a beehive and train a Liberian farmer in beekeeping techniques-
UMCOR #982920 

s1so Furnish a half-kilo of miraculous moringo seeds and training to improve 
diet and income of a farm family in Sierra Leone-UMCOR #982188 

s2so Offer one hour of legal work for an immigrant family caught in 
post-9/11 rules- UMCOR #901285 

S42S Deliver a Medicine Box® from lnterchurch Medical Assistance to treat 
common ailments of about 1,000 people for three months-
UMCOR #982630 

S700 Provide care and feeding for an explosive-sniffing dog to detect l~nd 
mines in Mozambique-UMCOR #982575 

s2,soo Deliver materials to build a barn and supply a milk cow for a rural 
family in Bosnia- UMCOR #333350 

UMCOR 
Multiplying Hope 

United Methodist Committee on Relief • General Board of Global M inistries • The United Methodist Church 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 330 • New York, NY 10115 • 800-554-8583 • www.umcor.org 


