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Photo: Bishop John Springer, a pioneer in establishing the church in the southern Belgian Congo, s 
a camera to an African friend in Johannesburg, South Africa, 191 7. 





SL ING ON THE 

A
t the end of the nineteenth century, 
editors of a struggling religious 
journal in Chicago changed its 
name to The Christian Century, 

reflecting the optimistic expectation of .the 
time. "We believe the corning century is to 
witness greater triumphs in Christianity than 
any previous century has ever witnessed," 
they wrote, "and that it is to be more truly 
Christian than any of its predecessors." In 
1941 , press lord Henry Luce proclaimed "the 
American Century." The son of a missionary, 
he grew up in China with the conviction that 
America was destined to lead the world. 

By the dawn of the twentieth century, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic missionaries 
had spread Christianity across most of the 
globe. The Methodists in America were 
acutely aware of founder John Wesley's 
words: "The world is my parish." Wesley 
himself had served in the New World as a not 
very successful missionary to the Indians in 
Georgia. By 1820, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church had established a Missionary Society, 
first supporting the work of John Stewart, a 
descendent of slaves, who preached to the 
Wyandot Indians in Ohio. In 1833, the 
Society sent its first overseas missionary, 
Melville Cox, to Liberia-a decade after 
Daniel Coker, a founder of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, had gone there. 
Cox, who died a year after his arrival, pro
claimed: "Let a thousand fall before Africa 
be given up." 

By 1900, the Methodist Church had been 
divided into three branches. They were the 
Methodist Episcopal Church (1784), the 
Methodist Protestant Church (1828), and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South (1844), 
which split away over the issue of slavery. 
The predecessor denominations of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church also had 
their own mission societies. So the history of 

by Betty Thompson 

Melville Cox, the first missionary sent overseas by 
the Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society in 1833. 
Cox, who was sent to Liberia, proclaimed: "Let a 
thousand fall before Africa be given up." He died a 
year after his arrival. 

Lilivati Singh and Isabella Thoburn, India, 1901. 
Isabella Thoburn was one of the first missionaries 
sent to India by the Woman s Foreign Mission 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her stu
dent, Lilivati Singh, succeeded her as a principal of 
the institution later called Isabella Thoburn College. 
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Methodist missions includes nearly a 
different societies, boards, and wo 
organizations. The most thoroughly 
mented missions are those of the Meth 
Episcopal Church, but mission histories of 
other branches are to be published soon. 

The coffee-table books that chronicle -
twentieth century in word and image ha 1 

little to say about religion. Apart from ~ 
Civil Rights Movement, few pictures · [ 
cate that religion held a prominent place · 
American life or played a major role in 
century's history. The reality was othe · 
Millions continued to worship in church 
and religious values permeated Ameri 
concern for justice. 

Most of the photos in this magazine 
part of a great treasury of images now holJSef 
at the Commission on Archives and Histo~J 
at Drew University. Taken by missionari 
professional photographers, and others, th minis 
were commissioned and compiled by cans 
United Methodist General Board of GI~ sed ~01 
Ministries and its forerunners to tell the mil!~ eric< 
sion story. In the sampling of men hed in 
women pictured here, we hope to sugg 
what it meant to love and serve Jesus Chri 
in the twentieth century. 

THE EARLY DECADES 
In the Spanish American War ( 1898), 
United States acquired what has been call 
an "accidental empire." President Willi 
McKinley, a Methodist, sought to "uplift, civ 
ilize, and Christianize" the people of th. 
Philippines. As J. Tremayne Copplesto 
reports in the History of Methodist Missionf. 
Vo l. IV, the Methodists of the time "felt li 
tension between the demands of militaristif 
patriotism and loyalty to Christ." 

The new century began with a bang. 
Boxer Rebellion in China in 1900 was 
part an uprising against the presence 



. re Rev. Chew and his family, China, early 1900s. Chew returned to preach in the village where his 
111 •rents had been killed in the Boxer Rebellion. Later, he preached at the largest churches in northern 
8~ 1ina. Jn I 916, he became editor of the Chinese Christian Advocate. 
am ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

lag :stemers, including missionaries, who 
fr -re among the slaughtered. But while 
ire ~thodists might be imperialists abroad, 
: pij :y tended to be progressive at home. In 
Jle 08, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
th opted a Social Creed that championed the 
;h ;hts of labor and the duty of churches to 
oe dress societal concerns. 

The bread lines of the Great Depression 
followed the boom years of the 1920s, cur
tailing much mission work abroad and 
bringing challenges to the US home base. 
The number of US overseas missionaries of 
all denominations declined by 2700 
between 1925 and 1935. At home, millions 
of people were unemployed. The United 
States did not recover fully until the mobi
lization for World War II . 

The first decades of twentieth-century 
ssion history were dominated by the zeal 

v the nineteenth-century Student Volunteer 
H ovement, whose slogan was "to evangelize THE CHURCH REUNITES 

io ~ world in this generation." The Missionary 
:r Jciety ministered to immigrants, Native 

mericans, former slaves, and other 
lpressed groups. Outreach to Asia, Africa, 
itin America, and Europe had been well 

1e ,tablished in the previous century. The goal 
s as to create "self-supporting, self-governing, 

id self-propagating churches." Methodists 
o took part in worldwide ecumenical 

ideavors. In the United States, settlement 
)uses, welfare programs, schools, and hospi
.ls were established, especially by the 

1 ·omen 's mission groups. Abroad, the Gospel 
ras preached, indigenous leadership trained, 
1d schools, colleges, and hospitals provided. 

World War I (1914-1918) took millions of 
l oung men overseas and disrupted ties with 
· hurches outside the United States. After 
' 1e war, in 1919, Methodists planned a 

~entenary Campaign to commemorate the 
unding of the Missionary Society. Many 
,ntenary churches were built, but plans 

o raise large sums for mission overseas 
roved disappointing. 

The 1939 merger of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the Methodist Protestant Church, 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
made the resulting Methodist Church the 

Dr. Claro Swain was the fir. t woman to be a 
missiona1y doctor. She founded the fir. t hospital 
for women in Asia, which is named for her. 

largest Protestant denomination in the 
United States. In September 1940, World 
Outlook exhorted: "There is only one task to 
which the new church must unite all of its 
energies: missions. Mission ... is neither 
home nor foreign but universal. It is the 
complete evangelization and 
Christianization of every individual every
where and of every section, avenue, and 
agency of the social life of the world." 

This broad and deep vision of mission ani
mated the church 's mission agency for the 
remainder of the century. "Ours is a parish 
embracing 50 nations, thousands of mission
aries, and nationals preaching in more than a 
hundred tongues," proclaimed Bishop Arthur 
Moore, who headed the Methodist Board of 
Missions from 1939 to 1964. He described a 
world parish with "a foreign membership 
greater than the total members of most 
denominations," with "more than 600 
schools, hospitals, and other rnirllstering 
institutions." Moore assured the mission 
board that "the Gospel is no longer a foreign 
implantation but has roots deep in the native 
soil and became indigenous to the life of the 
people." At home, he said, "our missionary 
operations ... are even more extensive," citing 
2500 missionary churches and 250 schools, 
settlements, and similar institutions serving 
the neglected in every tate and territory. 

WOMEN AND CIDLDREN 
The Woman's Foreign Mission Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church had been 
organized in 1869. It sent its first mission
aries to India, where two remarkably gifted 
women-educator Isabella Thoburn and Dr. 
Clara Swain- left an indelible imprint. After 
the 1939 unification, the Woman 's Division 
brought to the new Board of Missions a 
program of mission education, spiritual 
nurture, and financial support directed 
toward the needs of women and children. 
From 1940 to 1964, it maintained and man
aged its own institutions and recruited, 
trained, and deployed 1000 single women as 
missionaries and deacones e around the 
world. Besides the home and foreign mi -
sion work of its predeces or units-created a 
separate organization because women were 
excluded from the regular ocieties- the 
Woman 's Division brought pa ionate advo
cacy to a third area, Chri tian social 
concern , tre sing racial ju tice and action 
in the public sphere. 
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John Stewart preaching to the Wyandot Indians of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, around 1820. Stewart was 
a free-born man, part African American and part Native American. Several years after he was 
converted, he experienced a call to preach. His missionary work with the Wyandots began in 1816, 
became the first mission of the newly formed Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society in 1820, and 
ended only with his death in 1823. 

WAR AND PEACE 
World War II brought enormous challenges 
to the new mission board. It "divided our 
missionaries, destroyed our property, and 
engulfed our fields ," Bishop Moore lament
ed. Communication was cut with the church 
in Europe, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, China, and other places affected by 
the war. Missionaries were interned, impris
oned, or repatriated. 

At the war's end, missionaries returned to 
their posts, war-damaged churches and insti
tutions were rebuilt, and a new generation was 
recruited for mission service. War relief and 
refugee work in Europe and China were car
ried on by the newly formed Methodist 
Committee on Relief (MCOR), which raised 
funds and deployed personnel to alleviate suf
fering. In the United States, this was the boom 
period for mainline Protestant churches. 
The Crusade for Christ (1944) was followed 
by the Advance for Christ and His Church 
(1948), a designated giving program that, 
over the years, has brought in $832,613,775 
to support global mission. 

"MISSION IS 

NEITHER HOME NOR FOREIGN 

BUT UNIVERSAL, II 

WORLD OUTLOOK 

PROCLAIMED IN 1 940. 

Peace and international affairs were maJor 
postwar concerns of the Woman's Division. 
Its objectives included promotion of civil 
rights, acceptance of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the eradication of discrimi
natory immigration policies, and removal of 
all forms of segregation within the Methodist 
Church. In 1962, the Woman 's Division 
provided funds to build the Church Center for 
the United Nations across the street from 
UN headquarters. 
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CHANGING TIMES 
In the 1950s and the 1960s, the Meth 
Church was becoming more ethnically 
culturally pluralistic and theologically dive 
The Civil Rights Movement was forcing RUSI 

church to face both individual prejudice wi ' 
in its ranks and institutional racism within · mbe~ 
structures. The war in Southeast Asia, · ted M 
Women's Movement, and the secularization in L 
society had significant impacts on the churc Millen 
In 1964, a sweeping reorganization of 1 to fo 
mission board integrated the institutions , Bulg 
mission personnel of the Women's Divisi Unitec 
into the World and National Divisions. ed in 

When the Methodist Church and t1f1 loping 
Evangelical United Brethren Churchjoin~ ia. Ir 
to form The United Methodist Church ~ ist mi 
1968, the racially segregated Centr Boar 
Jurisdiction in the United States was fina land/ 
eliminated. Abroad, the 1960s marked t 
independence of many nations fonne ~ ist chu 
under colonial rule. All of the Lat a. Thi1 
American Methodist churches and many ations 
the Asian ones became autonomous. rotes! 

In 1968, the General Conference comb· . el99'. 
four agencies into a single Board of GI 
Ministries. United Methodist members 
reached 11 million, including a missio 
force of 1900. Between 1976 and 1996, l Papu 
General Conference created new missi ia, G 
programs that recognized United Methodisn¥ , and 
growing diversity: the Ethnic Minority ~ 
Church ( 197 6), the Native Americ 
Comprehensive Plan (1992), the National Pl 
for Hispanic Ministry (1992), and the As' 
American Language Ministry Study ( 1996). 

Membership in the missionary communi 
and in the US church declined in the 197~ ers \\ 
As churches in Africa, Asia, and La ·c Plar 
America matured, indigenous leaders took supp1 
work formerly done by missionaries. 3 assi: 
vo~unteers, such as doct?rs and dentists.' the 1 

go mg on short-term assignments at their o tice , 
e~pen~e. Areas that once. had ~ec~ived. mif CO! 
s10nanes were now sending miss10nanes • varied 
their own. Church growth accelerated aps th 
Africa even as it declined in the United Stat rviceb 

ers In 
A NEW MlsSION AGE 8, mor 
At the end of the century, the General Bo~ tries 
of Global Ministries (GBGM) no Ion~ 9, the 
defined mission geographically, from a m Af 
perspective, as being world or national, hon,~ the cb 
or foreign. "The mission is one" and ~ ed pro 
"home base is everywhere" were themes tN be Gia 
moved from rhetoric to reality. Youn! 



to finan ne con truction in 
, Bulgaria, and the zech Republic. 

· n nited Methodi t church has been 
tabl 1ed in Honduras, and congregation 

3 loping in nezeula icaragua, and 
1 1 ia. In ambodia a cooperati e 

j t mi ionary effort include the 
Board of Global Mini trie the 

· i t~ rlan Fran nited Methodi t 
i 1 Board, and mi ion agencie of the 
Ii t church of Korea, ingapore and 
ia. Thi joint mi ion has planted 110 
ations, making the young church the 

Prote tant denomination in the coun
~e 1992 331 ommunitie of halom 

\ e en e tabli hed acros the nited 
t and in Zimbabwe and Ghana. Other 

hi mi ion area of the 1990 
lu ~ Papua e Guinea, Kazakh tan, 

·a, Georgia Pale tine, ganda, 
and Bo nia/Herzegovina. 

1e ear 2000, the GBGM relate to 
I _ooo mi ion workers, almo t equally 

id 1 benveen commi ioned and noncom
ed mi ionarie . The e nventy-first

n / mi ion cadre include deacone e , 
1 American mi ion pastors, and la 
ers who are part of the ational 
·c Plan. There are al o 360 Persons In 
n supported b the GBGM but recruit-

- I 1 as igned b central conference 
the world. Rural Chaplains, Peace 

ustice d ocate , and persons rving 
COR in refugee and relief work add 

varied and versatile corp . 
1ap the mo t tartling growth in rnis
·rvi e has been in the nited Methodist 
ee In Mi ion (UMVIM) movement. 
, more than 60,000 people served in 

.J.Otri through the UMVIM program. 
l 9. the first Mi ioners of Hope-most 
t 3 ffi Afri ans- \•;ere commis ioned to 

th children of Africa. Other ne' I 
1ed programs are recruiting young peo
be Global Justice olunteers and \l . T. 
' Young Adult Mi ioners. 

Frank Mason 011h was a Methodist mission ex,ecutive and ecumenical leader. He was director of 
the ew York Church Extension and Missionary Society and founded elf York s Church of All 

ations. From 1912 to 1924, he headed the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. A pri111a1y author of the ocial Creed of the Churche (J 908), he also wrote hpnns, the best 
known being "Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life." Jn 1999, the General Board of Global 
Ministries ' Millennium Fund for Mission inaugurated the Frank Mason , orth Award for 
Distinguished Mission Service, recognizing J Edward Carothers and onnan W Klump. 

LooKING AHEAD 
Were the 1900 the ' Chri tian century '? 
Gi en the century' nvo world wars many 
regional wars, and incredible catalogue of 
cruelty and uffering that included the gulag 
and the Holocaust, it was far from the once 
hoped-for age of peace. 

And what of 'the American century"? 
Without doubt, the nited States was the 
dominant nation of the twentieth century. But 
has it become Henry Luce' powerhouse 
from which the ideal of civilization, justice 
truth, and charity have pread throughout the 
earth "? That challenge remains. 

In 19 , the GBGM' General ecretary 
Randolph ugent warned that, in a new mis
ion age, the traditional understanding of mis
ion would no longer suffice: Toda , 

he said, .. Christian mis ion is global, and 
the home base for mis ionary activity is \Yorld
wide .. .. Another expansion of the mis ionary 
movement will be required to reach all people 

A CE IU Y I I ISS IO E 

in all the world with the Gospel in their own 
nari e language and cultural setting. 

Berry Thompson is an award winningjo1D7Wlist. 
sen·ed llie General Board of Global .\finisrries_ ~ _' : 
years, moSl recently as Associa1e General ·ar: 
for ,\fission &Jucarion and Culrivarion f/9 -.!-J -
and Direcrorof Public Relarions (/9 -.199_· . 

S I G 







RI HT: EMM BJORKL D ARE FOR 

TARVIN HlLDR , J HAMRA E, 

MOZAMBIQ , ABO T 1912. 
mma Bjorklund, a Norwegian deaconess, 

wa the only Methodi t mi ionary in 
Mozambique by the end of 1912. Reporting 
n the bitter famine sweeping the country, 
he wrote: " ome people, unable to walk, 

crept to the mi ion on their hand and knees 
and, knowing that our food wa o carce, 
a ked only for a little chaff to tay their 
hunger. No one was turned away... . even 
babie had to be fed from bottle and all but 
one urvived." 
- Quoted by J. Tremayne opple tone in Hi tory 
of Methodist Missions, Vol. IV 
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BOVE: CHINA MJSSIONARY TEACHER 
ITH CHILDREN ON PLAYGROUND. 

ate and place unknown. 

GHT: DEACONESS RUTH L ANCASTER OF 
BROADWAY METHODIST EPLSCOPAL 

CH lN CLEVELAND, Omo, WITH 
ME OF HER BOHEMJAN GLRLS. 

·1e immigrants were pouring into the 
er cities, the traditional members of urban 

ngregations left in equally great numbers. 

Fr: STUDENTS AT EWHA COLLEGE 
SEOUL, KOREA, CMPRISONED BY THE 
:.\NESE FOR A PATRIOTIC DEMONSTRATION, 
UT 1918. 
a College, founded by Methodist mis

nary Mary f Scranton in 1886, grew to be 
largest women's university in the world . 

. Helen Kim, who had been the sole mem
of the third graduating class, later led a 

hool with 600 students and eight buildings 
en she became Ewha's president in 1939. 
en she retired in 1961, Ewha University 

d seven colleges and an enrollment of over 
')00 young women. 
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RIGHT: BISHOP JAMES THOBURN B 

630 VILLAGERS IN ONE DAY. INDIA, 
20TH CENTURY. 

The Mass Movement in India (l 890s-l 
was marked by the conversion of whole 
ilies and villages. There were never 
missionaries or trained Indian staff to 
cate the thousands of converts. 

Tor: THE McTYEIRE SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS, SHANGHAI. 

The school was founded in 1892 by 
Askew Haygood, a very important mi 
in Southern Methodist missions. It 
the top-ranking private school for 
Shanghai until Mao Zedong came to 

LEFT: SISTER ANNA ECKLUND, A FINN 
CITIZEN OF SWEDISH ANCESTRY, ~Ul~U ... 
LEADERSHIP OF THE METHODl T MISSI~ 
IN ST. PETERSBURG AFTER THE 1917 
BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTIO IN Ru IA. 

Sister Anna sold most of her po e io 
burned furniture for firewood to kc 

Millennium Fund for Mi 
Anna Ecklund Award 
Mi ion ervice. 









AUOVE: MAllY ULl,,Elt Wurm WITll Bmu: 
WOMl~N ON ll E I~ 11ous 1moA'r IN lllNA I 

Tll E 1920s. 
hina 

si narics. .. vangelism was her str ng uit, 
and ·he itinerated fr m n mis ·i n stati n 
I another in n rth rn hina. 

R1wl'I': T01<v 110 1t A'r Tm~ M1m1001sT 
OMM NITY ~:NTElt, Ill 'AGO. 

I hoto I l 'wis I !in "· 
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OP RIGHT: F'IRsT SESSION OF THE 

IBERIA-MANCHURIA CONFERENCE, 

920, WITH BISHOP W. R. LAMBUTH 

DAT THE CENTER. 

ethodist mission in Manchuria began 
vhen the Korean Mission of the Methodist 
~piscopal Church, South, decided to do mis
ionary work among the Koreans in eastern 
anchuria in 1908. The work lapsed but 
ishop Lambuth renewed it in 1920, sum
oning the origillal preacher, who continued 
ti! the Japanese invasion in 1931. In 1999, 

ew attempts to reestablish the church began. 

M RIGHT: CENTENARY POSTER, 1919. 
e Centenary Campaign, celebrating the 
tennial of the Missionary Society, was an 

xtensive fundraising drive launched in 1919 
vith a World's Fair of Methodism. 
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ABOVE: WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT 
DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE 
1930s FORCED MANY AMERICANS TO S 
IN BREAD LINES TO GET SOMETIDNG TO 

LEFT: THE SATIJRDAY NIGHT MOTION PIC 

TURE SHOW AT THE WINNEBAGO STREET 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 

The downtown church was a social cen 
well as a religious institution in US cities 
the 1930s. The role of the church as co 
nity institution continued to grow as · 
grants crowded into the cities. 



LEFT: A WADED Gooown.L INDUSTRIES 

TRUCK IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 

As the 20th century began, Edgar J. Helms 
started Goodwill. Aspiring to be a mission
ary to India, he was sent instead to Boston's 
Morgan Memorial Methodist Church. 
Goodwill offered the poor and the disabled 
"not charity, but a chance." 

BELOW: A BLAST-FURNACE ORCHESTRA IN 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church Union of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was active on 
behalf of the city's steel workers, encourag
ing cultural activities. Bishop Francis J. 
McConnell of Pittsburgh had helped write 
the Interchurch World Movement report on 
the steel strike of 1919, which called for an 
8-hour workday and labor-union democracy. 
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LEFf PAGE, TOP: A BLIND REFUGEE MAKES 
ms WAY THROUGH THE RUBBLE OF 
BELGIUM, AROUND 1941. 
This photo ran in World Outlook in 1941, 
with an article by Bishop Herbert Welch on 
the formation of the Methodist Committee 
on Relief (MCOR), created by the 1940 
General Conference. 

RIGHT: Mrs. Alma Erickson, public health 
worker and nurse, giving nourishment (cod 
liver oil) to undernourished baby, Chengtu, 
China, 1940. China's longstanding problems 
were made more critical by the Japanese 
occupation, and the church responded. 
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:: AN ORGAN IN THE J UNGLE IN TUE 
~ D IAMOND FlELDS OF B RITISH 
IA.1939. 
e the war1 Methodist missions contin
' build up new work in sometimes 
~cted places. 

ABOVE: MANZANAR RELOCATION CENTER, CALIFORNIA, WORLD WAR II. 
Photo by Dorothea Lange. During World War II, Americans of Japanese ancestry were incar
cerated in desolate internment camps, such as Manzanar. Japanese Methodist clergy, who 
were internees themselves, ministered to as many as 10,000 people in the camps. On the out
side, Methodist partners provided jobs and education for internees as they were released. 
Photo courtesy of War Relocation Authority Photographs, the Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley. 

A CEN TU RY IN M ISS ION : NE W WO RL D O UTLOOK SUPPL EM EN T SP RI NG 2000 I 25 



oP:Cornmun1 
cwldbeereo 

... emphaS1 
Planning I 



~ J,b,.~ 

Hor.tES 8.999 
NO CASH /:ORVETERANS . ,..., 

~ 

.FT: WORLD COUNOL OF 
IURCHES, AMSTERDAM, 1948. 
e 147 churches attending the wee found
~ assembly declared: "We have committed 
rselves afresh to Christ and have covenant-

with one ~other in constituting this 
orld Council of Churches. We intend to 
1y together." 

)P: Communities grew faster than church
could be erected. "Mushrooming develop
ents ... emphasize the need of the church for 
ban planning," World Outlook observed. 

IGHT: JoHN R Marr (RIGHT) 
.LKS TO MISSIONARY CANDIDATES, 
UCK llILL FALLS, PENNSYLVANIA, 1950 . 
. ott was a leading force in the worldwide 
issionary and ecumenical movements for 
ore than half a century. A founder of the 
'orld Council of Churches, he won the 
obel Peace Prize in 1946. 
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AeovE: CRUSADE ScHOIARS PRAY TOGEillER. 

Thanks to the Crusade Scholar Program, established as part of the Crusade for Christ 
(1944-48), young people-especially those from war-tom countries- were helped to come to 
the United States to study. Today, regional block grants are made to aid students in their own 
countries. Individual grants go to US racial and ethnic minority students. After World War II, 
as young people from other countries came to the United States, groups of American young 
adults were going abroad as short-term, three-year missionaries. The "Threes" included J-3s 
to Japan, K-3s to Korea, A-3s to Africa, and LA-3s to Latin America. 

RIGHT: E. STANLEY J ONES PREACHING AT THE AsHRAM IN SAT TAL, INDIA. 

An evangelist, author, and missionary, Jones established Sat Tal Ashram as a Christian com- ( 
munity in the foothills of the Himalayas. Every summer, people came from around the world 
to live and worship there. ( 

RIGHT PAGE, BOTTOM: RAISING THE US FLAG AT RED BIRD MISSION. 

Red Bird Mission was started in 1921 by the former United Evangelical Church in the "most 
needy place" in the hill country of Kentucky. A boarding. school and hospital were built there 
to serve the community. In 1968, Red Bird was united with the Methodist mission at 
Henderson Settlement to form the Red Bird Missionary Conference. 
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A.BOVE: DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH 

CENTER AT THE UNITED NATIONS, 1962. 

INSET: SADIE WILSON TILLMAN, THEN 11 

PRESIDENT OF THE WOMAN'S DMSION. 

The Woman's Division donated $500,000 
toward the new church center. Adlai 
Stevenson sent this message: "For many 
years to come the new Church Center at the 
United Nations will give light and encour
agement to all who strive here for the ideals 
of the UN Charter- ideals which owe so 
much to Christian teaching and example." 
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ABOVE: METHODISTS PROTESTING 
THE CHURCH'S RACIALLY SEGREGATED 

CENTRAL JURISDICTION, GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, PlTrsBURGH, 1964. 
The Central Jurisdiction, into which Afri 
American Methodists were segregated in 
United States, was not eliminated until 
establishment of The United Methodil 
Church in 1968. 

LEFT: THE WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS 
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH AND THE 

EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 

CHURCH UNITE, 1968. 

RIGHT: QUANG NGAI HOSPITAL 
IN VIETNAM WAS ONE OF THE MANY 
PLACES WHERE THE UNITED METHODIST 
COMMITfEE ON RELIEF WAS AT WORK. 

In Vietnam, UMCOR's relief and re 1- ru.n 

expertise was in special demand. Agricul 
and economic development efforts were 
begun, despite the ongoing Vietnam War. 
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LEFT PAGE, TOP: ALL SAINTS FESTIVAL 
IN AN AYMARA INDIAN CONGREGATION, 

BoLIVIA, 1974. 
Photo by Beverly Chain. 
The Christianity of much of the Third World 
was increasingly shaped by indigenous cul
tures- the local people's art, literature, foods, 
ustoms, and values. 

PAGE, B OTTOM: US-2s PARTICIPATE 
THE MARCH FOR J oss, P EACE, AND 

DOM. WASHINGTON, D C , 1983. 
hoto by John Goodwin. 
ese young US-2s, like the "Threes" of the 
stwar era, signed on as short-term mis

'onaries, but in the United States, not other 
untries. Here, they demonstrate for justice 
a day off. 

LEFT: EL B UEN PASTOR C H RCH, 
S AN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 1979. 
Photo by John Goodwin. 
Ths was an era in which people who had 
long been excluded from church leadership
women, ethnic and racial minorities, people 
with handicapping conditions- began to see 
themselves and their concerns recognized by 
the church. 

B OTTOM: THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE OF 
NORTH NIGERIA. B UKURO, N IGERIA, 1976. 
Photo by John Goodwin. 
Many future African leaders were educated at 
Methodist, EUB, and other Christian schools 
on the continent. United Methodists were to 
make a significant contribution to the estab
lishment of Africa University in Zimbabwe 
before the century ended. 
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LEFT: lN THE HADOW OF MONTSERRAT' 

THREATENING SOUFRlERE HILL VOLCANO 

AND A OMJ G HURRJCANE, BOY HERD 

GOATS TO HELTER. SEPTEMBER 1996. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey. 
A serie of extremely destructive hurricanes 
hit Caribbean countries in the 1990 . The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
respond to such disa ters by sending emer
gency supplies and disaster-response teams. 

TOP: CHILUREN IN SENEGAL. 

The first congregation of the United 
Methodist Church in Senegal began meeting 
in a house church in Dakar in 1996. 
Mi sionaries teach the o pel and provide 
literacy classes, clean water, and a wellne s 
center. One youth affirmed: "There is hope 
here because you United Methodi t mi 1on
aries showed confidence in us." 
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:rr: A UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL 
KA8ACAN, PHJLIPPINES. 

·oto by Mike DuBose. 
fts to the Advance have helped the 
ilippines Central Conference establish out
lCh ministries like this one on Mindanao. 
tis mission partnership makes it possible 
r the preschool to serve both Christian 
d Muslim children in an effort "to make 
llowship between Christians and Muslims 
-eality." 

)P RIGHT: REFUGEES FROM Kosovo 
ITER MACEDONIA, MARCH 31, 1999. 
1oto by UNHCRIR. LeMoyne. 
lbanian refugees from Kosovo walk along 
e railroad tracks to cross the border into 
:acedonia The United Methodist Committee 
1 Relief visited the refugee camps in 
lacedonia and channeled aid through 
ction by Churches Together. 

<YITOM RIGHT: STAFF MEMBERS OF THE 
EIGHBORHOOD CENTER IN llAruusBURG, 

ENNSYIYANIA, MEET CHILDREN AT SCHOOL 
'ID WALK THEM TO THE CENTER FOR THE 
m:R-SCUOOL PROGRAM, SEPTEMBER, 1999. 
hoto by Christie R. House. 
tany of Methodism's community centers 
ave celebrated I 00 years or more in mission. 
he Neighborhood Center in Harrisburg is a 
fnited Methodist institution of the Central 
ennsylvania Conference. The General 
loard of Global Ministries supports urban 
linistries through United Methodist-related 
lStitutions and through the Communities of 
:halom and Holy Boldness initiatives. 
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LEFT PAGE, Tor: A BOY SITS IN THE RUINS 

OF THE CHURCH SACRISTY IN EL MOWTE, 
EL SALVADOR. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey. 
In 1992, in this building alone, the remains of 
118 children were recovered a decade after 
they were massacred by Salvadoran troops. 
In the face of ongoing injustice, poverty, and 
violence in many Third World countries, 
United Methodists are working to make a 
difference through economic, environmen
tal, and agricultural development programs. 

LEFT PAGE, B OTTOM: A GIRL CLEANS FISH 
OUTSIDE HER HOME, TAKADO, KANDoL 

P ROVINCE, CAMBODIA. 

Photo by Richard Lord. 
A new United Methodist Mission Center has 
opened in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. It repre
sents a cooperative missionary effort by the 
General Board of Global Ministries ( GBGM), 
the Switzerland/France United Methodist 
Mission Board, and mission agencies of the 
Methodist Churches of Korea, Singapore, 
and Malaysia. 

RIGHT PAGE: VOLUNTEER R ON J ACKMAN 
OF ST. PAUL AND ST. ANDREW UMC IN 

NEW YORK CITY HANDS AN ADOBE BRICK 
TO B ENIGNO GARCIA R ODRIGUEZ, A LAY 
PASTOR IN P ORTILLO DEL N ORTE, 

H ONDURAS, AS THE TWO REBUlLD A HOUSE 
DESTROYED BY H URRICANE MITCH. 

Photo by Christie R. House. 
In 1998, 60,000 people served in 48 
countries through the United Methodist 
Volunteers In Mission program, a remark
able grassroots movement of the laity, now 
resourced by the Mission Volunteers pro
gram area of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. The 15 volunteers in Porti llo de! 
Norte, ages 9 to 68, worked through the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief and 
Church World Service. 
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M 
ission is the work to which 
God has called the church. 
The four goals of the General 

Board of Global Ministries have been 
shaped by this missional calling. As 
the Gospel is proclaimed and as others 
are challenged to discipleship, it is our 
task to develop, strengthen, and renew 
Christian congregations and communi
ties, working mutually with mission 
partners around the world. It is also our 
charge to alleviate human suffering and 
to seek justice, freedom, and peace for 
all God's children. 

Yet, while the church's mission and 
goals remain constant, the world to which 
we witness has been undergoing rapid 
change. As the church enters the third 
millennium since the birth of Jesus, how 
can we best offer Christ to the world? We 
need in faith to ask new questions, think 
new thoughts, meet new challenges, and 
prepare for new possibilities. 

by Randolph W. Nugent 

Seaside Chapel, Yayi Beach, Vieques Island, 
Puerto Rico, 1999. 

the demise of the Soviet Union, 
brought a growing church presence t 
Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Estoni 

THE IMPACT OF WEALTH 
Yet, even as our outreach grows, seri 
ous missional challenges confront 
We are living in a world in whi 
money is regarded by many as 
replacement for God. The acquisiti 
of wealth- by gambling in lotteri 
playing the stock market, or otherwi 
taking part in the "casino society"-i 
being promoted as the goal of li fe an 
the means to security. Our mission h 
been affected by that mindset. 

In recent years, the United S 
has enjoyed unprecedented econo · 
growth, yet millions of children re · 
daily nourishment only through sch 
lunch programs, and countless num 
of adults are homeless. Around 
world, millions of people are tra 

in poverty caused by conclitions be 
their control. 
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Looking back over the last decade, 
United Methodists have much to cele
brate. The 1990s saw unprecedented 
growth and global expansion in our 
mission. Increasing nun1bers of confer
ences, churches, and individuals have 
been working with the General Board of 
Global Ministries to fulfill the Great 
Commission given us by Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel has been carried in word 
and deed to places where it was absent 

Photo by Paul Jeffrey. The chapel was built by Christian 
protestors in a restricted military zone on Vieques. 
Methodists, under the leadership of Puerto Rican Bishop 
Juan Vera, join in the acts of civil disobedience to protest the 
US Navy s bqmbing practice on the inhabited island. 

Globally, the challenge is to d 
the yawning gap between the 
developed nations of the North 
the struggling nations of the So 
many of which are too heavily 
dened by international debt to pro · 
basic services to their people. Uni 
Methodist mission in the past 
engaged in economic development 

or where it needed to be renewed. New 
United Methodist churches have been born in 
war and nurtured by refugees in Uganda, 
Sudan, and Rwanda. There is growth in our 
presence in Senegal, Honduras, Camboclia, 
and Nepal. New churches are being initiated 

in South Africa, El Salvador, Colombia, and 
Venezuela. Church growth and renewal is 
taking place in urban and rural areas across 
the United States. And the reclamation of 
churches in Eastern Europe, undertaken since 
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not at the level that the future req~I 
The Christian obligation to help individ~ 
fami l.ie.s, and communities become se!f.1 
sustammg calls the church to interact wttl'I 
governments, businesses, and educational 
institutions to meet this goal. [ 
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H E lMPA T OF TECHNOLOGY 
ate twentieth-century technology has 

~ rought great wealth to the few while exclud-
~ tg the many. Its advances have tended to be 
J rgeted toward projects that make money. 

hus, while advanced medical technology has 
' ~ade it possible to clone sheep and pigs, no 

.rre has yet been found for HIV I AIDS, which 
orphaning millions of children in Africa. 
Yet we are living in a world of science 

'here it is possible even to affect the ways 
tat life comes into being. Scientists can now 
take genetic changes in animals and human 
~ings. What does mission have to say about 
1ese new realities? 
Consider also the whole question of organ 

if the Sm Unionansplants. If one has the heart or kidney of 
1wing ch pre )meone from a different racial or ethnic 
~ Lithuan nd i;sroup, does one see that person as part of 

neself and give God thanks for renewed 
::r OF .LTH fe? Does one consider the implications of 
mroutrea ~row~ te fact that someone who looks very differ
! challeng :onfrot1t on the outside may have an internal organ 
g in a J in iiat is a perfect match for one's own? 
garded b nany chnology makes it possible for all to be one 
ur God. acqui1t a new way-a way which previously had 

garnbl' n JonPt been possible. 
)Ck mark r other 

socie )m IMPACT OF ISOLATION 
I ofli~he United Methodist Church is a connec
nissioconal church. But as more and more jobs 

by that .set. nd human interactions are taken over by 
years th nited aachines, more and more people are su:ffer
mpr~ede J econ.lg from isolation, loneliness, and a sense of 

llions of n · 
lent only 
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A Kiowa-Guarani baby, Mato Grosso do Sol, Brazi.L Photo by Christie House. This baby is part of 
a Native American community in Dourados, Brazil, whose ancestors have lived in Brazil for over 
10,000 years. Through UMCOR, United Methodists help the Brazilian Methodist Church send 
missionaries to support the indigenous people in their quest for education, economic independence, 
and political rights. 

anonymity. In this environment, we, as the 
church, need to find better ways to relate to 
people on a personal basis. We need a mission 
that places us very near to people and their 
needs- a culture that stresses the value of 
human life and the dignity of persons rather 
than other factors, such as th acquisition of 
goods, that dominate secular society. 

Though technology often has an isolating 
and alienating effect on human beings, this 

technological era also has the potential for 
uniting the people of the world, bringing all 
of us into a global community in which we 
can communicate across continents in an 
instant. To develop these positive potentials, 
the church needs to put technology at the 
service of people who now have no voice. 
One new plan is to solicit donations of hard
ware and software from industry and to set 
up computer earning centers around the 
globe, staffing them with missionaries who 
have technical expertise and can train local 
people to use the equipment. Low-power 
radio stations in a suitcase and wind-up solar 
radios are other possible media for dissemi
nating the Gospel message and providing 
health and survival information to people in 
remote or war-tom regions. New technology 
for landn1ine removal can spare people from 
death or dismemberment and make their 
fields safe for farming again. 

THE IMPACT OF VIOLENCE 

;sion in e past 
rornic d opmenl The first Missioners of Hope, Kitwe, Zambia, July 1999. Photo by John Coleman. 
that the ~~The United Methodist Church made history on July 16, 1999, in Kitwe, Zambia, when the General 
ion to h mdiVJilt:B~m~ of Global Ministries held its first commissioning service outside the United States. Of the 53 
unities come · M1sszoners of Hope commissioned, 6 are from the United States and 47 (88 percent) are Africans from 
~hurch t 1teract Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, the Congo, and Zimbabwe. They are 

The constant focus on violence in our age is 
another major problem. We are living in a 
world in which people are the most expend
able commodity. Weapons traditionally used 
in wars are now the province of individuals, 
who can wreak havoc on whole communitie . 

' educaO•i znaugurating a new mission initiative as they minister to children in Africa. 
:sses, 
is goal. 

Instead of world wars, we now have a 
different kind of war- a war in people' back
yards and on their streets. We can ee that thi 
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kind of local war is terrible when it takes 
place in Ea tern Europe or Afiica. But people 
in pro perous Western nations who are living 
in poverty, going hungry, sleeping in church 
doorways, and dying of preventable diseases 
have also been made victims, if not by war 
then by injustice. Some, however, would 
claim that this kind of injustice is equivalent 
to a war waged against the most vulnerable 
members of society. 

Our children and youth are being desensi
tized by the constant, senseless violence that 
is prioritized by the news media, glorified in 
television and movie dramas, practiced in 
video games, and presented as an instant 
solution to all problems. And what does it 
mean when New York City plainclothes 
police shoot and kill an unarmed African 
immigrant standing in his own doorway 
because they think he is acting suspiciously 
md might be reaching for a gun? The 
violence that permeates our world affects the 
Nay in which we accept an action of that kind 
n a society of laws. 

As Christians, we believe that we belong 
:o one another because God has given us to 
me another. How do we help people live 
ts neighbors in a world in which we are very 
:lose to one another, yet very different? That 
s a mission question for our day. We need 
o do more in relating to people who are 
lifferent from ourselves. That is the richness 
>f the Gospel- to be in a world where there 
tre differences, to receive them, and to be 
hankful for them. 

~VERYONE IN MlsSION 
n most of the twentieth century, the world 
vas dominated by blocs of nations. Now, 
uddenly, the boundaries are down. The 
orders are ones through which we can walk. 
'eople from North America could always go 
) other parts of the world, but now increas-
1g numbers of people from other places are 
oming here. If we are consuming most of 
ie world's resources, people from other 
ountries might have to come here. What is 
ur missional responsibility for them? What 
)lutions can we find that would enable them 
> have a better life in their own countries? 

Instead of taking us across geographical 
oundaries, mission is now leading us across 
mer boundaries, enabling us to perceive our 
mid differently. The boundaries we need to 
·oss in this millennium are boundaries of the 

Workers harvest tea in Ming Ling, fiangsu 
Province, China, 1995. Photo by Richard Lord. 
The tea these villagers harvest can now be 
processed within their village thanks to a 
hydroelectric plant constructed by the Amity 
Foundation, a Chinese Christian agency sup
ported by the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Now that the tea business can be 
kept within the village, the average income of 
the villagers is seven times higher than it was 
before the plant was built. Amity is best known 
among United Methodists for printing millions 
of Bibles in Chinese languages. 

mind and of the heart, and even of faith. 
Mission calls us to perceive other faiths from 
a different perspective, respecting the beliefs 
of others even as we proclaim our own. 

Everyone should be in mission. It is our 
responsibility to design programs that can 
enable and support people in their missional 
calling. Traditionally, missionaries were 
thought to be people who went from their 
own community in North America or Europe 
to someone else's community in the South 
and remained there for a lifetime. Now, mis
sion no longer moves in only one direction. 
We have witnesses in almost every society 
who can carry and strengthen the faith any
where, for long or short periods of time. 

Our task is to enable models of mission 
that fit the needs of today's world. If we have 
a world of young people, we need young 
people to proclaim the Good News. If we 
want to reach a people who speak a language 
different from ours, we can recruit native 
speakers of that language to go in mission, 
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carrying the Word. Why shouldn't B 
come to be in mission with Portu 
speaking people in the United States 
Angola and Mozambique? 

We need to think of mission going 
everywhere to everywhere, and we n 
think of a church in which everyone 
mission- telling the world about G 
Jesus Christ. 

INTO THE FuruRE 
Looking ahead 25 years, I'd like to see 
diverse faith communities in our urban 
I'd like to see major efforts undertaken 
children and youth, because it is in their 
that we find so much loneliness today. I' 
to see a significant commitment to 
who are poor and hungry, people who lac 
basics of life while others eat high 
"designer foods." I'd like to see a world 
we come to our senses about drugs and 
use them- and by drugs, I mean to in 
alcohol, tobacco, and guns. I'd like t 
churches where the Word is preached an 
congregations are open and diverse. I'd · 
see churches more receptive to women in 
toral leadership. I'd like to see a wor 
which we make good use of all the new 
nology but also where we have time to 
people speak, to feel how people fl 
undergird and support people in their n 

When people hear the Gospel- the 
News- and when they begin to experi 
what it can do for their lives, then we see 
life can be transformed. That is the goal o 
mission, in this millennium and for all · 

Dr. Randolph W. Nugent is General Secretary 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 








