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Youth in the Here and Now 

Between the ages of 20 and 30, Alexander the Great built and ruled an 
empire in the ancient world stretching from Greece and Egypt to India. 
At 17, Jeanne d 'Arc, an illiterate peasant fired by faith, led the French 
army to victory over the English. Historical triumphs of youth such as 
these were even more marked in the life of Jesus. For we know that, at 
12, Jesus was amazing the teachers in the temple at Jerusalem with his 
understanding and his answers (Luke 2: 41-50) and that later, as a young 
adult, he totally transformed the world. 

Why, then, are we always asking youth and young adults to wait, to 
be patient? Why is leadership something we promise them in a vague, 
unspecified future when, in truth, they are ready to take the reins (or get 
behind the wheel) here and now? It is sad but not surprising that a pro
posal to increase youth representation at future General Conferences 
was resoundingly defeated by the older delegates last spring. The term 
teenager itself can trivialize a serious scholar, dedicated reformer, or cre
ative genius. Unfortunately, in a crowded, competitive world, those of 
us middle-aged and older are likelier to block the path of the young than 
to speed them on their way. 

Who among us is ready to make room for youth to assume leader
ship now? 

The General Board of Global Ministries is ready! We have offered 
exciting options to empower youth for more than half a century. In these 
pages, you'll meet young leaders whose lives have been-and are 
being-transformed by these opportunities. They are traveling around 
the world now, learning and serving now, working for peace and justice 
now. And they're doing so through doors opened to them by the 
GBGM-through seminars and scholarships and on-the-job training 
and life-changing chances to serve. 

Short-term possibilities for youthful leaders range from one-week 
seminars, to summer internships, to 2- to 6-month terms abroad as 
Global Justice Volunteers. Longer term, they may serve for 2 years as 
US-2s, for 3 years as Mission Interns, for 2 to 5 years as Missioners of 
Hope in Africa, or for life as missionaries, deaconesses, mission pastors, 
or church and community workers. They may also pursue mission goals 
at the local-church, annual-conference, or jurisdictional level as mem
bers of a "God Squad," or a conference Youth-in-Mission program, or a 
jurisdictional Mission Discovery work team. 

Aided by their church's Board of Global Ministries, United 
Methodist youth are being empowered now to carry the Wesleyan mes
sage of faith, works, and witness to the world. And they are doing so as 
the vital leaders they already are. 

-Alma Graham 
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"I don't want to talk about problems. I want to do 
something to help others!" 

"I didn't come here to shop; I came here to serve!" 
Such are some of the sentiments high school stu

dents express when they come to New York or 
Washington for a United Methodist Seminar. In our 
fast-paced, high-tech, media-molded, entertainment
obsessed culture-where now and new, mine and 
more, bigger and better are the values that drive our 
lives-the seminar program moves to the rhythm of a 
decidedly different drummer. Each seminar invites 
participants to take up the challenge set forth by 
Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1967: "We as a nation must 
undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapid
ly begin the shift from a 'thing-oriented' society to a 
'person-oriented', society. When machines and com
puters, profit motives, and property rights are consid
ered more important than people, the giant triplets of 

Left and above: Scenes from the Omladinski Center in Gomji 
Vakuf/Uskoplje, Bosnia (jonnerly tile UMCOR Yout/1 House), 
where Mission Intern fay Godfrey seroed for 15 111011tlrs. 
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racism, materialism, and militarism are incapable of being 
d " conquere . 

Youth participants in one seminar traveled hundreds 
of miles by bus from North Dakota to New York City to 
study "Homelessness in a Land of Plenty." They were at 
once exhilarated and exhausted by the density and diversi
ty of the peoples, buildings, noises, and smells they 
encountered in New York. After the morning discussion at 
the Church Center for the United Nations (CCUN), the 
youth set out on field trips to meet with community organ
izations working on affordable housing in East Harlem and 
the South Bronx. 

For most seminar participants, who travel by car at 
home, walking city streets and using public transit are dif
ferent ways of getting around. Walking generates numer
ous complaints and stimulates feelings of vulnerability 
along the way. Yet participants on foot become more open 
to God's presence in a community. 

The North Dakota students met with members of 
Youth Action, a New York community group in which 
young people build permanent housing for the homeless. 
Youth Action members learn construction skills while 
studying for a general equivalency diploma (GED). As they 
develop their own skills, they also help address the needs 
of others in their community. 

Next the seminar group headed to midtown for dinner 
and a Broadway play. As the group walked from the sub
way station past the Plaza Hotel, one young woman began 
to count stretch limos. After walking in two different com
munities, she began making connections between wealth 
and poverty, between the powerful and powerles·s in US 
society. She pushed the group to ask why resources are not 

want do 1 shared more equitably and just y. 
~!' Members of another seminar group served as volun-

ere to teers at community lunch programs and food pantries, 

~
scho tu· after which they visited the New York Stock Exchange. 
w y, or Having witnessed the glaring disparity between the mea-

ar. iur ger resources set aside for feeding the hungry and the mas-
f tert .· nt· sive efforts devoted to making money on Wall Street, th y 

~
w, nd did a Bible study the next day on Matthew 6:19-24, about 

at dri iur where our treasure is and which master we will serve, God 
rhy ,fa or wealth. 

f1Una! tes Last year, many seminar groups addressed issues of 
set fo b)' violence. For example, students met with Sowore Omoyele, 

a natio ust a Nigerian student and human-rights activist. He depicted 
{e must id· the destructive toll taken on the environment and people in 
I' socie Ja Africa's Niger River delta by US oil corporations. Seminar 
nes an 101

• students also met with community groups confronting the 
Its are id· police brutality and racial profiling that target Black and 
,anttri ;of Latino youth in the United States. At first, many rural and 

suburban participants felt such international or inner-city 

"enter i nil' An annual-conference youth group in New York for a United Methodist 
~Youth ise), seminar with David Wildman (back row, Jar right). 
011ths. 

ST. COUCH POTATO'S PRAYER 
Lord, make us instruments of consumption; 
where there is hatred, let us shake our heads; 
where there is injury, 

let us have front-row seats; 
where there is doubt, let us confirm it; 
where there is despair, let us go shopping; 
where there is danger, let us shoot first 

and ask questions later; 
where there is sadness, let us market it. 

0 Divine Master, 
grant that we may not so much seek 
to love as to fear; 
to act as to watch guiltily; 
to share as to complain; 
for it is in receiving that we might find it to give, 
it is in convicting others that we are freed, 
and it is in buying that we experience 

eternal life?! 

-by David Wildman, with apologies to St. Francis 

The Prayer of Saint Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 

0 Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
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A MISSION INTERN REMEMBERS BOSNIA 
by Jay Godfrey 

In Matthew 18:3-4, Jesus says to his disciples: "Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven." 
After spending 15 months at the Omladinski Center in central Bosnia 

as a Mission Intern, I have gained new insight into these verses. The cen
ter- formerly the UMCOR Youth House, now a local nongovernmental 
organization (NGO)- is located on the division line of the once unified 
and integrated town of Gornji Vakuf. The town now has two schools, two 
post offices, two hospitals, and even a second name, Uskoplje, for one half 
of town. In this town, where most adu lts allow a street and a nationalistic 
form of politics to divide them, it is the children and youth who are com
ing back together to heal the wounds of war. 

Youth are coming together at the Omladinski Center to study such 
subjects as language, computer technology, art, and eco-mountaineering 
or to play games such as chess and table tennis. The center also develops 
I adership ski lls and se lf-esteem in youth, as many of the older teens vol
unt er to teach classes and attend youth conferences throughout 
urop . The purpose of the center, however, isn't only to offer activities to 

k p youth busy.The center also serves as a space where they can simply 
be kids, away from the tensions of the town. It is a place where dialogue 
can b gin and new friendships can be formed. We found that the kids, 
wh n I ft to make their own decisions, quickly accepted one another 

r gardless of ethnic background. 
As a Mission Intern, I was assigned to the center by the General Board 

of Glob I Ministries of The United Methodist Church. There, I taught 
nglish nd guitar, ran a youth sports program at the local British SFOR 

(St bilization Force), and simply hung out with kids.The fact that I was an 
Americ n- and therefore neither a Bosnian Muslim nor a Croatian 
C tholic- played a key role in my work with children and youth from 
both groups. I spent a lot of time with kids in the classroom, but most of 
my tim was spent h nging out with the kids in the club room. We 
w tched t I vision, put puzzl s together, played cards or chess, or did 
om kind of rts-and-cr fts ctivity. What we were doing, however, was 

I s import nt th n the fact th t the children and youth were able to 
p nd tim with others who came from outside their sector of the com

munity. The ex mpl th se childr n and youth set by accepting and 
b fri nding thos from th oth r ethnic group and other from foreign 
ountri x mplifies th uncondition I love that Je u continually 
tr d throughout th N w Te t m nt. 

Jay Godfr y i a United Methodi t Mi ion Int rn who i doing th U half of 

hi rvi at th Church C nt r for th Unit d Notion m New Yor Cit 
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ru ade 

Leader hip De elopment rant 
are provid d to a i t colleague 
hurche , ecumenical organiza

hon , and ther related agencie in 
preparing individuals for mi ion 
leadership in the church, communi
t), and iety. Grant are made for 
a ingle tudy program. Stud nts 
are to complete their tudie withiri 
a pecific agreed-upon term. 
Amounts ary depending on ne d. 

International students: Grant for 
undergraduate or ad anced degrees. 
tuden are encouraged to partici

pate in cumenical and intercultur
al tud experience . Applications 
must b received b ovember 1 
for th following fall term. 

liege . 

Health a11d Welfare cholar hi 
Thr gran t of 2000 each ar 
admini tered by th Health and 
Welfar Mini trie of th BGM for 
ethnic/minority tud nt who are 
U citizen and ar presently 
emplo d in or planning to pur ue 
a health-related career. Completed 
application ar du Jun 30. 
Dora Ames Lee Grant: for A ian 

merican, Pacific I lander, or 
ativ American tud nt . 

Harry R. Kendall Grant: for 
African American tudent . 
Hispanic Leadership Develop
ment Grant: for Hi panic American 
tud nt . 

~~~>Z.!..!.!llL'!...!!..!C~~ran 

Wm n' Divi i n 
Centennial Scholarships: for 
African worn n king undergrad
uate degree in Africa, the United 
State , or other area . Priority is 
given to tudent attending desig
nated United 1ethodi t-related 
in titution in Zimbabwe, Sierra 
Leone, Zaire, and Nigeria. 
Applications are made to the 
Women ' Divi ion through the 
African institutions. Amounts vary. 

National and International 
Ministries Scholarships: Limited 
cholar hip are a ailable from 

both the ational and International 
Committee with Women, 
Children, and Youth of the GBGM. 
Scholarships are for women of all 
ages and for youth aged 18-30. 

Applications for national 
h Jar hip are due by 

January 30 for the following 
y ar. Int rnational applica
tion ar due by January 30 
or July 30 and are review d 
twice a y ar. Amounts 

ary according to need . 
Application hould b 

nt to the Women' 
Division, marked for National 
or Int mational Mini tries. 

For more information 
and applications contact: 

Grants Officer 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The Unit d Methodist Church 
475 River ide Dr. 
N w York, NY 10115 

Using the above address, the room 
and telephone numbers for specific 
offices fol/om· 

Cru ade Scholarships and 
Leadership Development Grants 
Rm 1351 
Phone: 212-870-3787 

Health and Welfare Grants 
Rm330 
Phone: 212-870-3683 

Centennial Scholarship Fund 
Room 1501 
Phone: 212-870-3696 

National and International 
Ministrie Scholarships 
Room 1503 
Phone: 212-870-3739 
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THE US-2 PROGRAM CELEBRATES HALF A CENTURY IN MISSION 
How important is it to provide opportunities for youth and young adults to serve in mission? We put this ques
tion to current and former US-2s who have served with the program during its first 50 years. The US-2 program 
began training young adults for a two-year term of service within the United States in 1951. Since then, rough
ly 1200 young adults between the ages of 20 and 30 have been trained and assigned to provide support for US
based ministries. Seven u .S-2s-one or more from each decade of the program-agreed to answer the question 
of how important the US-2 experience has been in their lives and careers. We start with Nancy Grissom Self, 
from the first class of US-2s, and close with Parvina Nadjibula, a young woman from Tajikistan serving in the 
current class of US-2s at the Church Center for the United Nations. 

NANCY GRISSOM SELF 
First Class of US-2s, 1951-1953 

The US-2 program came into being at a 
providential time in my life. During my 
junior year at Ohio University, I felt called 
to campus ministry. When I graduated in 
1951, I had no funds for seminary. So I 

searched for a way to serve. I reasoned that US-2 serv
ice would give me firsthand experience in mission. 

During the six-week US-2 training session at 
Scarritt College, I was assigned to Frances de Pauw 
Home for Latin American School Girls (FDP) on Sunset 
Boulevard in Hollywood, California. I had ne er been 
west of Fort Wayne, Indiana. Going to California felt 
like entering a foreign country. 

Girls at FDP from East Los Angele had long want
ed to hide their Mexican heritage, o they poke only 
marginal Spanish. Many of their mother were FOP 
graduates. By contrast, girls from Mexico, who were 
referred by missionarie , were very poor but fiercely 
proud of being Mexican. They poke no English. 
mediation became a nece ity. 

At the end of my US-2 term, I had intended to enter 
seminary, but my financing fell through. I " orked 
for a year with Y-Teens at the YWCA in Akron, Oluo. 
and was able to go to Denmark with Li le F llo hip 
that summer. 

My return wa 

an a ignment until 
em ter. Inst ad, I \ a 
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the opportunity to travel for a year to 136 college cam
puses to recruit short-term missionaries. Could there be 
a better preparation for campus ministry? 

I finally graduated from Claremont School of 
Theology in 1966. Then in 1973, after serving in campus 
ministry at California State University, Long Beach, I 
went to Evanston, Illinois, to become part of the found
ing staff of the Commission on the Status and Rol~ of 

iad long t· Women. I was there for 18 years before being ordained 
iey spok I) and taking a local church appointment at University 
ters were 1f United Methodist Church in Redlands, California. 

n My journey has taken many unexpected turns, and 
h I have carried my US-2 experience with me as forma-

ico, who 
or but fi 
10 Engli 

tended to ei 

i. So I w ~ 

tive from the beginning. For the past two years, after 
retiring, I have been part of the training team for each 
new class of US-2s. So the twisting, turning road I've 
followed has truly brought me home! 

i Akron, 
0 

POLLY LASSITER COOK 
JeFello if US-2, 1954-1956 

asa mem . 
sent 011t I 

~) today. 

One of the most memorable experiences for me was the 
eight weeks of training that our group of 26 had at the 
National School for Christian Workers-which is now 
St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Deaconesses, missionaries, a bishop, and others pro-
vided our training. 

Several of us wanted to do rural work. We learned 
·~ 
51 

how to change a tire and how to "listen to our car" in 
order to prevent a breakdown on the lonely roads we 

Polly Lassiter Cook with the 1954 class of 
US-2s (next to back row, third from left) and 
today (right). 

would be traveling. County agents and home-demon
stration agents helped us to better understand the 
needs of the folks who live in rural areas. Our prepara
tion was a combination of rural social work and 
Christian education. 

My term was served in the Arkadelphia District of 
the Little Rock Conference in Clark County, Arkansas. 
There, I had the opportunity to spend time with farm 
families and youth groups, learning their needs and 
assisting with their projects. 

These years as a US-2 were years of awakening. I 
became aware of the strength and leadership of com
mitted churchwomen through the Women's Society of 
Christian Service. Those women were on the cutting 
edge of mission ministry. I witnessed their efforts to 
overcome injustice, such as racist actions in Arkansas. It 
was the women of the churches who demanded that 
migrant farmworkers be treated more humanely as 
they were moved from Southern farms to Iowa corn
fields-insisting that they be transported in covered 
buses rather than in open flat trucks and that places be 
provided for rest stops along the way. The women of 
Arkansas bought and built Aldersgate Camp near 
Little Rock, where women of all races could meet. They 
were ahead of the times in the 1950s. 

What an opportunity I had-with no strings 
attached after two years of service-to experience the 
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workings and purposes of the church and to determine 
for what I wanted my life to be given and spent. I thank 
God for the people, experiences, challenges, and oppor
tunities that were made available to me during my 
years as a US-2. My US-2 experience has caused me to 
continue serving as a layperson in such roles as rural 
worker, mission interpreter, campus minister, and 
member of national church boards and agencies. I pray 
that more and more young adults will become aware of 
this golden opportunity for service. 

M. SHEILA MCCURDY 
US-2, 1966-1968 

I entered the US-2 program in 1966 after graduating 
from Huntingdon Coll ge in Montgomery, Alabama. 
As president of the Alabama Methodist Student 
Movement, I had become involved in the Civil Rights 
Movement and found myself estranged from the local 
church in many ways. Many Methodist churches 
refused to allow integrated groups of students to enter 
their doors to worship. The US-2 program provided me 
with an opportunity to stay rooted in the church and to 
continue to work for social justice in the midst of the 
brokenness of our world. 

I spent the summer of 1966 training in Nashville, 
Tennessee. We read such books as The Autobiography of 
Malcolm X, Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship and 
Letters and Papers from Prison, and Harvey Cox's The 
Secular City. All of us were required to spend a portion 
of our time working with a project or church in 

M. Sheila McCurdy as a US-2 with Civil Rights colleagues in 
Newark, NJ, in 1966 (above left), and today (above right). 

Nashville. I volunteered at the Southern Student 
Organizing Committee's freedom house, where I was 
able to teach in the freedom school and take part in 
some community organizing. The Board of Missions 
provided an amazing support system for our faith 
development and our training. 

One of the reasons that I chose Newark, New 
Jersey, as my placement was because of the Students for 
a Democratic Society (SOS). I was assigned to Trinity 
United Methodist Church in the south ward of the city, 
where SOS was actively organizing as the Newark 
Community Union Project. Shortly after arriving, I ' 
went down to the office and began to network. I 
focused primarily on welfare rights, assisting several 
welfare mothers who were primary organizers in that 
area. I also developed a tutoring program for the chil
dren in the community and found my work with them 
one of my greatest joys. 

On July 12, 1967, the tensions between the police 
and the African American community in Newark cli
maxed, thus beginning the Newark "rebellion." The 
people witnessed police brutality and responded with 
anger. During the first two days, I was not afraid and 
was out on the street talking to people. But on the third 
day, the state troopers and National Guard arrived and 
the city was under siege. State troopers rode up and 
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down the str t firing their guns. A nine
year-old boy was shot while taking out the 
garbage. I remember sitting under the table 
to eat, trying to avoid the troopers' bullets. 

After this week of siege, my life 
changed. I now knew that the police state 
was a reality for the oppressed, all over this 
country. My vi ion for social justice began 
to be blurred by the despair and pain of 
those around me. 

In April 1968, my despair reached a 
new depth with the death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. On the Good Friday fol
lowing his funeral, I marched with thou
sands of others behind a cross through the 
streets of Newark. I was beginning to 
understand the meaning of the cross. 
Through the courage and perseverance of 
the people of Newark, I also witnessed the 
hope of resurrection in the midst of death 
and pain. In the midst of a social revolu
tion, my two years as a US-2 grounded me 
in my faith. I was confronted with the 
demands of the Gospel and supported by 
the church community as I struggled to 
respond. 

Today, I serve as a pastor and as co
president of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action. The prophet's call in Micah 
6:8 "to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God" continues 
to challenge my journey. 

Renae Extrum-Fernandez. 

ROBIN M . HYNICKA 
US-2, 1978-1980 

Generally described as "below the poverty line," North 
Philadelphia is actually a wonderful place with wonderful people. 
The Spirit of God resides in this, the heart of all Philadelphia's 
neighborhoods, and resonates in the hearts of its neighbors. North 
Philadelphia was where I lived my life as a US-2. The US-2 program 
didn't change my life, but the people I met, prayed with, marched 
with, sang with, and struggled with in North Philadelphia did. 

After my two-year term of service was completed, I stayed an 
additional 13 years. Separated from the mainstream of the city and 
the church, the people of God in North Philadelphia demonstrated 
a tremendous capacity to hope, heal, and "hold church." Holding 
church was a fervent, frequent, firsthand experience. The weekday 
prayers in the hospitals, and on the street comers, and in the pris
ons were every bit as spirit-filled and sustaining as those shouted 
out during Sunday service. Inside out, upside down, off-the-page 
thinking inspired heroic deeds. Children got help with homework. 
Youth got jobs in neighborhood businesses. Young adults formed .a 
congregation. Ex-offenders started a community-building orgaru
zation. And senior citizens addressed crime and safety concerns. 

Twenty-two years later, children of God (now grown) from ~e 
neighborhood still remember my name and I remember their 
names. Ellen, Thomas, Ann, Rip, Patrick, Valerie, Earl, and many 
others might not beat the odds of poverty, racism, and social segre
gation. But they never stop trying, and they do "live well." They 
display daily an indomitable spirit that continues to challenge me. 
It is in the face of meeting challenges that true change comes. God 
knows that the rest of the city and the church really need this kind 
of challenge to change. 

RENAE EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ 
US-2, 1979-1981 

From an early age, I felt a call to serve the church of Jesus Christ. 
But how would I serve? Fortunately, in my last year of college, I met 
the Rev. Arturo Fernandez (then the Director of Hispanic Ministries 
for our annual conference, and later to be my father-in-law). Rev. 
Fernandez informed me about the opportunity to serve The United 
Methodist Church and test my call to Christian ministry through 
the US-2 program. With his encouragement, I applied. 

To my joy, I was accepted and assigned to work with ~o lo~al 
churches in Fresno, California. Both congregations were primarily 
Euro-American, seeking ways to reach out to their largely Hispanic 
neighborhoods. My two-year term there was an experien.ce of a lif~
time. Now I see so clearly how God used that opportunity to clari
fy my call to ministry, leading me to a pastorate U: W~ut Creek, 
California, where I now serve as an elder of the Califorrua / Nevada 
Annual Conference. 

As a US-2, I received many great blessings. Having been raised 
in a United Methodist congregation, I had the opportunity as a 
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US-2 to be involved in congregational leader hip as a 
young adult. The US-2 program also introduced me to 
the exciting and inspiring world of our global United 
Methodist connection. Connection, in the Methodist 
sense, had been a strange word I'd learned in confir
mation class. Now the connection has become many 
precious individuals all over the world with whom I 
share Christ's mission and a Wesleyan spirit. 
Specifically, I have learned more about the mission of 
Jesus Christ by serving alongside "the least of these" 
than in any other context of ministry. My work meeting 
and organizing poor and undocumented immigrants 
from Mexico taught me much about the Christ who 
calls my heart, mind, and spirit to the fruit of loving 
justice. And ministry with Hispanics offered me the 
opportunity to clarify and claim my identity as a Latina 
in United Methodist ministry. 

Looking back with gratitude for the One who 
walked beside me in those two formative years, I 
learned that God's continuing call and our humble 
answer is the journey to faith itself. 

JULIE FAITH PARKER 
US-2, 1983-1985 

I dreaded graduating from college. Hamilton College, a 
small liberal arts school in upstate New York, had been 
a place of learning and growing academically, socially, 
and spiritually for me. I wasn't ready to move on. 

I had whittled down my plans to two final choices: 
the Peace Corps or the US-2 program. I didn't know 
much about either. But I was interested in campus min
istry or urban ministry, and the General Board of 
Global Ministries offered me a 
placement on a campus in an 
urban setting. For two years, I 
served as the Coordinator of 
Peace and Justice Ministries at 
American University in Wash
ington DC, involving students in 
issues of social action. There, in 
particular, I focused on local 
homelessness, global hunger, and 
nuclear disarmament. The seeds 
of my activism and commitment 
as a person of faith had the chance 
to take root. 

After these two years, I went 
on to Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City. I was ordained 
a deacon and then an elder in The 
United Methodist Church. After 
serving as a local pastor for two 

years, I returned to campus ministry and for eight years 
was the Protestant Chaplain at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, New York. During this time, I built on 
much of what I had learned as a US-2 a decade earlier. 

Currently, I am pursuing advanced graduate stud
ies in the Old Testament at Yale Divinity School. The 
US-2 program helped me discover that the intellectual, 
social, and spiritual growth which I feared would end 
with college had just begun. 

PARVINA NADJIBULA 
US-2 from Tajikistan, 1999-2001 

As a US-2 missionary serving wi th the Seminar 
Program on National and International Affairs at the 
Church Center for the United Nations, I have been 
deeply challenged and enriched through teaching and 
through learning about social-justice issues. It has been 
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Opposite, p.12: Julie Faith Parker today (above), with her children 
Mari and Graham, and in 1984 (at left , below) with students at 
American Universiti; in Washington, DC. Above: Joan Gardner, 
an actress, was a US-2 in the class of 1966-68, serving with the 
Della C. Lamb CommunihJ Center in Kansas Citi;, Missouri. 

a privilege to engage in a two-way sharing process 
with diverse groups of participants from all over the 
United States. In the open atmosphere of the seminars, 
I have shared stories about the life and struggles of the 
people in my homeland, Tajikistan. In sharing our sto
ries, we are able to see our human commonalities and 
move closer to being the neighbors that God calls us to be. 

Even today, the fact that a person from an ex
Com.munist, Muslim country in central Asia is serving 
as a missionary here in the United States puzzles many. 
To me, it reflects the changing face of mission. 

Historically, the picture of a 
missionary has been one of 
a lone pioneer leaving the 
comforts of a Christian 
homeland to "save" a 
world lost in darkness . 
Today, with more than 80 
percent of Christians living 
outside the industrialized 
Western world, the picture 
is changing. It is the picture 
of one family of God, pres
ent in almost every comer 
of the world, possessing the 
power of reconciliation to 
God through Jesus Christ. 

Thus, mission today is 
a cross-cultural, border
crossing activity. It recog
nizes the need for dialogue 
and community among the 

children of God. The world today is divided by walls of 
injustice, prejudice, hatred, and hopelessness. These 
walls often hide the sufferings of the many while they 
protect the false sense of comfort of the few. 

Two thousand years ago, Christ came to break 
these walls, promising a life in its fullness for all of 
God's people. As followers of Christ, we are to engage 
in this reconciling mission of God. We are called to cre
ate communities of God's people by transforming our 
cultures of war and violence into a culture of peace, jus
tice, and reconciliation. 

Mission is not a job for a few pioneers. God calls 
each one of us not only to share our faith with our 
neighbors but also to love, to serve, and to do justice. 
Our challenge is to hear God's call to us and have the 
courage to respond. 0 
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GLOBAL JUSTICE VOLUNTEERS 
The Global Justice Volunteers (GJV) Program provides a short-term volun 

teer experience for young adults aged 7 8-25, helping them to link their 

personal faith with justice issues in communities worldwide. The program, 

usually 2 to 6 months long, provides a host of opportunities for cross

cultural exposure, reciprocal learning, accompaniment, and service. 

TALES FROM ARMENIA 
Federico Leao, Aaron Buttery, and 
Angela Johnson served as Global 
Justice Volunteers in Armenia 
from May through July 2000. 

Angela Johnson 
I lay in bed one night listening to a 
puppy crying in a nearby dump
ster. I said a prayer for God to satis
fy his hunger and loneliness. 

Dear God Almighty, 
I thank you for diversity. 

Give me the confidence 
and knowledge to 

approach this culture 

with respect and love. 
Forgive me for my 

prejudices, and show me 
the way to understand 

and be tolerant during 
this Global Justice 

Volunteers experience. 

In Christ's name, Amen. 

Federico Leao, 
Global Justice Volunteer 
from Uruguay to Armenia 

This was my second week in 
Armenia. Three of us were spend
ing the summer here as Global 
Justice Volunteers. To say that we 
were eager young students would 
be an understatement. We could 
not wait to experience Armenia and 
to learn what "justice" really means 
in our world. 

Ten years ago, Communism fell 
and Armenia ceased to be a Soviet 
Socialist Republic. After only one 
day in Armenia, I could see the 
detrimental effects of the former 

Top right: Federico Leao, Aaron Buttery, 
and Angela Johnson in Armenia. Below: 
An income-generating craft project in 
Armenia, where jobs have been scarce since 
the collapse of the Communist system. 
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economic system's collapse. The 
construction of buildings, homes, 
and monuments was left incom
plete-a constant reminder that 
there were "no jobs" and "no 
money." With no materials, no 
employer, and no money to pay 
workers, the construction equip
ment had been idle for a decade. 
Armenians had experienced inde
pendence but did not know how to 
build markets in a free economy. 

"No jobs" and "no money" 
were reasons why that puppy was 
starving for food and attention in 
the dumpster. Human needs came 
first. On a nonexistent salary, it was 
tough enough for a family to buy 
food and clothes and to send kids to 
school. People sold their household 
belongings just for money to buy 
bread. 

Yet Armenians saw themselves 
as a blessed nation that God loved. 
I wondered how they could have 
such faith after all they had suf
fered. Twelve years ago, a devastat
ing earthquake killed thousands. 
Two years later, the government 
fell, factories closed, and people 
became desperate to make ends 

. meet. Immediately following the 
collapse of Communism, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan went to war for five 
years before calling a cease-fir . 

So where was God? 
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When ' er po ibl , I 1 k d f r 
an wer b r visitin churche , a k
ing ab ut their hi to . Although 
onl the ize f Maryland, Armenia 
boa ts ver 00 churche , man of 
which ,. ere built more than a mil
lennium ago. I " a captivated as 
Armenians pas ed on their oral tra
dition , telling tale of in a ions, 
earthquake , and lo al Christian 
faith in the face of per ecution. 

M host "mother" told a differ
ent to . "Armenia '""a without 
God for 70 ears," he aid, explain
ing that Christian who went to 
church during the Communist 

ears lost their jobs, while their 
familie ere ostracized. Freedom 
of religion wa not born again until 
1990. 

UMCOR-Armenia taught me 
the meaning of "justice" by e em
plifying wa s we can achie e it. By 
assisting Armenia through the tran
sition to democrac and imple
menting programs of sustainable 
de elopment, UMCOR-Armenia is 
securing hope and a future for 

Armenia's pe ple. M hole out-
look changed about the world' 
problems and what we must do to 
ol e them. Just a parents ha e to 

help their children become inde
pendent, we a Christians need to 
help our uffering neighbor 
become self- ustaining. This i our 
call: " to do ju tice, and to lo e kind
ne , and to walk humbl with 
[our] God." (Micah 6:8b) 

I reall cared about that pupp 
e en though I had not seen it. I also 
belie ed that God would answer 
m pra er for the pupp to ha e 
peace. What took me a while to 
realize that night wa that God had 
alread answered m pra er. I was 
the ans er. 

Federico Leao 
So we finally made it to Armenia. 
The language is a big issue for us. 
We heard it for the first time today 
while walking downtown. I won
der if, by the end of our experience 
here, we'll be able to understand 
some words. I tried to give the 

Ancient churches dot the hills and mountain landscnpes of Am1enia. During the 70 years 
of Communist rule, Christians who went to church lost their job . 

Dear God, thank you 
so much for these kids 

from whom I'm receiv·ng 
so much. Please, show me 

how to bring hope to 

the ir lives and strength 
to keep on going. 

In your Son 's name, 
Amen. 

other two GJVs some confidence, 
telling them that God will help us 
build bridges with these people in 
other ways. The three of us prayed 
together and asked God for 
strength and patience. God ga e us 
what we needed in a different way: 
FRISBEEEEEE! ! ! ! ! 

Aaron and I were playing 
Frisbee when two kids pa sed b . 
We invited them to play with us. 
They had ne er seen a Frisbee 
before and were ery e cited to 
play with "the foreigners ." After 
half an hour, the treet was crowd
ed with children who were playing 
with us! I was so happy because we 
o ercame the barrier of language 
for a while and were able to interact 
with these kids. I thank God for this 
because I know it was God' 
answer to our pra er. 

Jud [Wollen, a GBGM staff 
member in Armenia] explained all 
of UMCOR's programs in Armenia 
and I was impressed. The 're doing 
a great job here and the effect of the 
programs is wide becau e a lot of 
Armenians benefit from them. 
When Jud said that eventual! 
UMCOR will lea e Armenia, I 
understood that UMCOR is doing 
justice here-de eloping sustain
able programs that, in the long run, 
will allow Armenian to help them
sel es. Now I have a much b tter 
under tanding of the difference 
between charity and justice. 
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When I tell Armenians who 
think I'm an American tha t I'm 
from Uruguay, for some reason 
they think it's a First World country. 
They don' t even imagine that I 
come from a Third World country. 
This is very interesting because I do 
consider my country as part of the 
Third World, but here in Armenia 
the standards are different. Here in 
Armenia I come from the devel
oped First World country of 
Uruguay, a place where people 
"can go to college, get a job, and 
earn enough money to buy food to 
feed their children ." 

One place we worked was a 
summer camp where 97 percent of 
the children came from orphan
ages. Their families send them there 
when they cannot afford to keep 
them at home. And one kid, small 
and helpless, washed my hands. To 
me, it was one of the biggest 
expressions of love I've ever seen 
because his own hands were in 

worse condition than mine 
-dirty, with lots of cuts 

and bruises-but he 
was taking care of me. 
And there I was, 
watching his fragile 
body, not knowing 
how to thank him for 
what he was doing 

for me. This undernourished 11-
year-old kid has taught me so much 
about what it means to leave 
behind selfishness and self-cen
teredness and look at those next to 
us. All this I learned from watching 
a kid wash my hands. 

Aaron Buttery 
I have spent just over a month here 
in Armenia working with UMCOR. 
I have had great experiences with 
the AREGAK program. The word 
aregak means "sunshine" in 
Armenian. The AREGAK program 
provides light for its members 
through a unique approach to 
microcredit loans. 

A "guarantee group" of five 
women forms a team to apply for a 
loan. AREGAK runs an informa
tional meeting and then four group 
meetings to educate the women on 
the program and its requirements. 
The loans are business loans, and 
although a small percentage goes to 
start new businesses, most are 
applied to improve existing busi
nesses. No collateral is needed. The 
women pay back their loans 
monthly, with interest. This pro
gram is shattering decades of 
dependence in Armenia. 

Left: Carrie Brunken holds a Brazilian baby 
she met in her travels in Sao Paulo. Above: 
Micah Beatty with two new friends in Siio 
Bernardo do Campo, Siio Paulo, Brazil. 

Through two $300 AREGAK 
loans, one family of seven that runs 
a bakery was able to renovate a 
store for a food-sales business, to 
upgrade the bakery equipment, 
and to buy more flour. The income 
that the adults receive goes to sup
port the children. The two eldest 
daughters have completed univer
sity, the youngest is studying at a 
technological institution, and the 
son is in school, looking forward to 
university. This family now has a 
way to support its members and 
then give back to the community 
through high-quality goods, well
educated children, and business 
leadership. There is a growing 
sense of hope here in Armenia. 

BRAZIL 
Micah Beatty and Carrie Brunken 
were assigned to the Sao 
Bernardo do Campo community 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where the 
Methodist Church of Brazil has a 
community center and work w ith 
children, youth, and families. 

Micah Beatty 
From Liberty, Missouri, to Sao 
Bernardo do Campo, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, I spent nearly 10 weeks in a 
new place learning about the social 
issues that exist there. As one child 
of God, I know one reality, yet other 
members of God's family live an 
existence much different and more 
difficult than mine. God's people 
may be a young child living on the 
street while the family lives in a 
cardboard and plywood shack with 
filth surrounding it, or a young per
son who received a university edu
cation but is unable to find a job. I 
am able to read books and articles 

' concerning social problems, but one 
never truly understands until one 
lives among these problems. The 
hospitality and graciousness shown 
to me by a people who generally 
had less than I filled me with a 
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warmth and love that I did not 
imagine receiving prior to visit
ing Brazil. 

"Would you like a piece of 
chocolate?" Street kids, w ho 
never had an abundance of 
food, always asked me if I want
ed a piece of any type of food 
they had, no matter how little it 
was. Brazil is a land of warm, 
open people. Carrie and I were 
invited into houses, fed, compli
mented on our faulty Portu
gue e, and offered comfort in 
times of frustration and sadness. 
This country, with its pollution, 
corruption, and crime, showed 
me how to treat a stranger, how to 
give without counting the cost, and 
how to truly love thy neighbor as 
thyself. 

Carrie Brunken 
We had a little boy at the project 
yesterday who was only 5 years 
old. His name was Moises, and he 
was so small that I wanted to take 
him home and care for him. He was 
smiling and happy at the beginning 
of the afternoon, but he was sad by 
the end. I asked Marquinhos (the 
center 's director) why, and he said 
that the boy was probably hungry. 
"It is hard to be happy when you 
are hungry," he said. Sometimes it 
feels like the world needs so much, 
and I can't give it what it needs. But 
Mother Teresa said: "It is not neces
sary to do great things, only small 
things with great love." 

People seem more connected 
here and there is less of a need for 
privacy. I think that I do need my 
privacy, but maybe it is a matter of 
becoming accustomed to another 
way of life. 

It's strange, but we feel that we 
are in two separate worlds-the 
world of our friends from the proj
ect, who are more middle-class, and 
the world of Micah's Brazilian fam
ily. Well, the two worlds eventually 

A demonstration of capoeira, a Brazilian martia.l art originally developed by slaves, in Sao 
Bernardo do Campo, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

collided. Four meninos (street chil
dren) crashed a party we attended. 
I had seen two of them before at the 
projecto, but two were new. I asked 
each of them why they lived in the 
street, and each gave me the same 
answer-my mother hits me. I 
couldn't believe it. Two of them 
were only 10 years old and were 
smoking. It got really weird when 
they were smoking and swinging 
on the swing set at the same time. 
That dichotomy was very strange 
and sad. · 

Parque Sao Bernardo, a favela 
we visit regularly, is probably my 
favorite place to go. That sounds 
strange becau e it has the most 
abject poverty I have ever seen. 
People will build "houses" out of 
anything. There are barefoot chil
dren playing in streets filled with 
glass and doing dangerous things. 
There is also trash everywhere, 
sometimes mountains of it. 

In favelas, I always see lots of 
children flying kites.You wouldn't 
think that a kite could kill someone. 
But in kite competitions, some put 
tiny bits of broken glass on their 
kite strings to cut off other kites. 
This stuff is nearly invisible. The 

children play, often unsupervised, 
in areas filled with trash, broken 
glass, and deadly kites. 

We've visited at least two fami
lies in Parque Sao Bernardo. The 
second house is probably the poor
est one that I have been inside. I am 
most concerned about the children; 
there isn't even any sunlight. Two 
of the kids in the house really enjoy 
our visits. One of them, Christiana, 
is really smart and she wants to 
learn English. However, it takes her 
20 to 30 minutes to get through the 
favela obstacle course to reach the 
bus station. Then it takes her 
another 20 minutes to get to the 
project. So I understand why she 
doesn' t come. Also, the bus costs 
money that the family does not 
have and cannot afford. 

I wish that I could stay and 
teach her English-she is a smart 
kid. These kids need so much: food, 
attention, a safe place to play. When 
we left and started down the hill, 
the girls began shouting "I love 
you!" in English. So we yelled it 
back to them as we kept walking. 
Maybe there are lots of things I'm 
not very good at, but one thing I am 
good at is loving people. 0 
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THE Mls.5IONERS OF HOPE PROGRAM OF TI-IE GFNERAL 
BoARD OF GLOBAL MIN1snuEs IS A lWO- 10 FIVE-YEAR MISSION

PERSONNEL PROGRAM IN WHICH PARTICIPANI'S SERVE IN MINISfRIES WID-1 AFRICAN GIILDREN AND lHEIR FAMD...IF.S. 

ALTHOUGH MIS.5IONERS OF DIFFERENT AGES HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED FROM A VARIEIT OF COUNTRIES, INCLUDING TI-IE 

UNITED STATES, MOST OF THEM ARE YOUNG ADULTS COMJNG FROM AFRICA. SoME SERVE WID-l1N lHEIR OWN AFRICAN 

CONFERENCES AND OTI-IERS ARE AS.5IGNED 10 DIFFERENT CONFERENCES ON TI-IE CONTINENT. 

Street Cl1ildre11 in Naivaslla, Keny a 

BY PAUL MATI-IERI NJUGUNA, 

EAST AFRICA CENlRAL CONFERENCE, SERVING IN KENYA 

When Jesus had come down from the moun
tain, great crowds followed him; and there was 
a leper who came to him and knelt before him, 
saying, "Lord, if you choose, you can make me 
clean." He stretched out his hand and touched 
him, saying, "I do choose. Be made clean!" 

- Matthew 8:1-3a 
There is a story of a man wi th leprosy who knelt before 
Je us. As the leper asked for healing, Jesus reached out 
his hand and touched the man. 

The street children in Naivasha need someone to 
reach out a hand and touch them. But people treat them 
like lepers. They want them out of the city gate. 

During one of my routine walks as a Missioner of 
Hope, I sat with a group of three street children . They 
had just awakened and were discussing the next step to 
take in order to survive the day. As we were near a 
bank, well-off people passed near us, but not too near 
us, as the children looked very shaggy and dirty. 
Several people who glanced at us wondered what I 
could be doing with the children. And even those who 

know me see this as an odd rruss1on. They do not 
believe that I should be working with homeless chil
dren in the streets. 

I thank God for the Missioners of Hope program, 
as it gives me an opportunity to do exactly what I know 
God wants me to do: reach out my hand and touch the 
street children, share w ith them the love of God in 
Christ. These children need love and hop~hope for 
today and hope for tomorrow. They need shelter and 
care, food, clothing, and education, for they are the 
beau ty of Africa. 

Old M11tare Babyfold Orphanage 
BY M.lsHACK MUICUZWAZWA AND GLADYS NYAUO-U, 

ZIMBABWE CONFERENCE, SERVING IN ZIMBABWE 

November 1999: We have managed to start a pre chool 
for the children in the orphanage. By the beginning of 
next year, the disadvantaged children in the communi
ty can also a ttend. Gladys is helping in the pr chool. 

We have identified children in difficult circum
stances and have approached different donor for help, 
including the Swedish organization, Plan Int m ational, 
and the Family AID Caring Tru t. We fe l we are mak
ing inroads in our work. We prai e the Lord for thi . 

EW WORLD OUTLO K OVEMB ER-D EMBER 2000 

/une 2000: 
0rphanage 
Ugh! come 
rivo of the 
other six hi 
preschool a 
we include1 
the chi]dre1 
outside em 
and comm 
Hope for w 

The Mi 
orphans. V\ 
we intend t 
11des luncl 
Christiane 
uled for Tu 
school timE 

The M 
room-grow 
ment to bu 
University 
house, and 
the help wt 
ect work.A 
should paJ 
orphaned 1 

money.gen 

\11fferi11g 1 

BY ROBERr I 
SERV!NG IN I 

Dear ( 
I have 1 

all my I 
heart 01 

It . Saturd 
the dry sea 
Winds of tt 
out wester 
a bit hazy , 
ular. Kigor 
where ref 
Rwanda • 

I G 

converge. 
spoke Witl 
l'outh and 

Eliud 
Visited m~ 
lour childi 



June 2000: We opened the Old Mutare Babyfold 
Orphanage Pre chool in January with 23 children. 
Eight come from the community and nearby farms. 
Two of the eight children have only one parent. The 
other six have parents who cannot afford the fees for 
preschool at the mission center. The other reason why 
we included the children from the community is to give 
the children in the orphanage some exposure to the 
outside environment. The Old Mutare administration 
and community have applauded the Missioners of 
Hope for what they offer to these children. 

The Missioners of Hope also paid school fees for 14 
orphans. We have already paid fees for this term and 
we intend to pay for the coming term. The hospital pro
vides lunch for these children when they come for 
Christian education with us. These lessons are sched
uled for Tuesdays and Wednesdays after their normal 
school time. 

The Missioners have also started a viable mush
room-growing project. The hospital donated equip
ment to build a greenhouse. Mrs. Tagwira from Africa 
University donated seed, plastic to cover the green
house, and $200 to buy cement. We really appreciate 
the help we get from the community to make this proj
ect work. After the initial capital investment, the project 
should pay for itself. We intend to buy food for the 
orphaned children and pay their school fees with the 
money.generated from this project. 

Suffering in Kigoma, Tanza11ia 
BY ROBERT EMISON, TEXAS CONFERENCE, 

SERVING IN KlGOMA, TANZANIA 

Dear Connie [Nelson, Mission Personnel], 
I have never seen so much poverty and suffering in 
all my life. To see little kids suffering just tears your 
heart out of your chest. -Bobby 

It is Sarurday afternoon, May 16, and the beginning of 
the dry season here. The sky is a deep blue and the cool 
winds of the dry season are beginning to blow through
out western Tanzania. The mountains of the Congo are 
a bit hazy across the lake today but are no less spectac
ular. Kigoma is truly a beautiful place. It is also a place 
where refugees from ethnic conflicts in Burundi, 
Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
converge. Yesterday was visitors' day at my house. I 
spoke with 24 Tanzanian, Burundian, and Rwandan 
youth and adults, each with a story to tell. 

Eliud, an 18-year-old United Methodist refugee, 
visited my house for the first time. He is the eldest of 
four children whose mother and father were recently 

killed in Burundi. He and his brothers and sisters can
not go to the refugee camps for fear of being killed. 
Their mother was Tutsi and their father, a United 
Methodist pastor, was Hutu. These two ethnic groups 
continue to fight each other in Burundi, Rwanda, 
Uganda, and the DR of the Congo. Eliud and his broth
ers and sisters are hungry. They have nowhere to go. If 
the Tanzanian government catches them outside the 
refugee camp, Eliud can be thrown into prison. 

Arsen, another United Methodist refugee from 
Burundi, is 22. Two months ago he was caught outside 

Opposite, p. 18: Members of the first class of Missioners of Hope, 
1999. Above: A child vendor on the streets of Monrovia, Liberia. 
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Top: Street children in Kaaga, Kenya. Above: One of the newly 
constrncted dormitories of the children's rehabilitation center, 
Methodist Church of Kenya, built to house street children. 

the refugee camp witho t permission. The Tanzanian 
police sent him to prison. On Wednesday, he was 
released, but he is required to pay the equivalent of $50 
by next Friday or risk going to prison for two years. His 
speech is slower than when I last saw him, and he 
breathe with shallow, painful breaths because of a ter
rible cough. He also has a large boil on his back. His 
skin is very dry and a fungus has begun to grow slow
ly along his arms and back. He is in pain and suffering 
immensely. He too is half Hutu, half Tutsi. His father, 
who was Hutu, was killed by Hutu rebels who accused 
him of being a "Tutsi lover." Arsen told me what life 
was like in Burundi before the war. He longed to go 
back to that time when he played guitar with his 
friends and studied in school. 

ALJl,\f/,\ 

sYT(){~ 
SERVJNG ~ 

Although life ometimes seems hopeless, Arsen 
talk d about hi faith. He shared with me what God is 
doing for him and how Jesus is helping him every day. 
I am amazed. There are children, infants, and young 
adult dying in the hospi tals here every day. People are I have be 
suffering without end, but the faith of these people shop for ' 
never dies! God i with them. from the 

Samweli, Ya Mungu, Rabuka, and Swedi are four hop for 
children who live in the streets of Kigoma. They walk Deficient! 
around begging for money, clothing, and food to take This is an 
back to their families. Some street children live with per onne 
their grandparents, their mother, or, very rarely, both ting up a 
parents. Each of these four has a home to go to a t night shop that 
but has no supervision during the day. Sam.well recent- ing whe1 
ly told me what he ate in one day: two doughnuts, a ADEMIN 
cup of tea, and one-third of an ear of cooked com. prosthetic 
These children have inflated bellies from malnutrition ecurity 1 

and parasites. Recently, The United Methodist Church proper pl 
made it possible for these youth to attend public school. Eight 
We bought them uniforms, new shoes, and school sup- ' training i 
plies, and we are helping them with a small amount of working. 
food each day. But, most important, we share the will do tt 
Gospel with them. short pen 

We Have Been Chosen 

BY OrlENO A LICE lNLAsELWA, 

MlssIONER OF H OPE SERVING IN KENYA 

We have been chosen, 
Chosen by God, 
To be M issioners of Hope, 
A holy people called to love and serve. 
Come on, Missioners of Hope for 

Africa, 
For the spirit of the true living is upon 

you. 
No matter wherever you go, 
You, go tor Jesus. 
Whatever you do, 
Do tor Jesus. 
Come on, Missioners, 
Love, serve, and cherish the children 

of Attica. 
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BY ElJGBNE 0MEscMeo MUEMBO, Dm.toc:RAnc REPuBuc 
a' nm CcH;o, SIA110NED IN KENYA, AWArnNG A$1GN
ME!IIT IN IERRA lEoNE 

now ince we w re com
of Hope for the Children 
airobi, though a igned 

i rra L one nnual onference. Wear 
ea r to b ther , but we Lmder tand that the dela 
1 au db the un tabl atmo phere in ierra 
Leon . We ha e a living G d and He ha a plan for 
us. If it pl a e Him, we \ ill go anywa . 

M wif , Rachel, ha been trained a a 
teacher. he taught mall children when we 
lived in Kapanga in the DR of the Congo. Then, 
when w orked at the refugee camp in 
Bukavu, he a re pan ible for the utrition 

nt r for Lmdemouri h d refug e children. We 
l e ha e four children, aged ix through ele en. 

a ph ician, I ha e een G d perform miracle 
in m, life. Among them were ome urgical interven
h " h n I wa a oung general practitioner at 
Sarnuteb Memorial Ho pital in Kapanga. God al ore -
cued m and ome UMC R volunt er from Panzi 
refu ee camp in uth Ki u, while heavy machine 

fired. It is also miraculou that the Lord is taking 
care of m famil in a foreign country. 

A young Liberian man who lives with his family in an adobe hut a 
hart distance from the retreat center in Liberia where the North 

Central Jurisdiction's work team was housed. (See pp. 40-42.) 

Ye , the Lord is good all the time. We need to tell it 
loud enough to reach all tho e uprooted families who 
have been scarred by war and conflicts in different 
African countrie . We need to repeat it especially to the 
main victims of the e situations-the children. 0 

NEW WORLD OlITLOOK OVEMBER-DECEMBER 2000 21 



22 

Wearing 
nothing more 
than a diaper and a 
smile, the little boy stood there, pat
ting our andwich between his 
hands. He seemed euphoric. And it 
wa definitely a sobering ight. As 
we drove away I wondered: "How 
could a simple gift of food, such as 
a sandwich, produce such joy? 
How could hunger of this magni
tude exist in our community?" 

That 
was the last 

thing I saw on 
our first day of God 

Squad. It signaled the beginning of 
the "Patty-Boy Route." It's a Sat
urday I will not soon forget. 

How It All Started 
Since 1996, St. Mark United 
Methodist Church in Cleburne, 
Texas, has made remarkable strides 
in mission work. Having traveled 

to Houston, Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Los Angeles, and 
other cities to serve as 
inner-city missioners, 
our teenagers are 
known for their work 
with the poor, home-

- less, and hungry. 
Several publications, 

God Squad team members wear bright T-shirts to 
deliver sack lunches to children in Cleburne, Texas. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2000 

including YouthNet, have focused 
on th ir commitment to the poor. 
How ver, the summer of 1999 
marked an important shift. It 
b came the summer we first start
ed making an impact on poverty 
in our own community. 

Near the end of an another 
invigorating mis ion trip, Carol 
Porter, Executive Director of 
KidCare, Inc., challenged our 
junior high students to start 
something new- their own 
meal program. She encouraged 
us to start small by adopting one 

low-income apartment complex 
in our community. "Start small" 

were the exact words we needed to 
hear. On previous mission trips, we 
had been impressed with KidCare's 
outreach but couldn't imagine 
duplicating anything like its pro
gram. We would say things like: 
"KidCare delivers more than 1000 
sack lunches per day! How could 
we possibly fund something so 
expensive? And how could we staff 
something so large?" 

But we had never considered 
starting small! Porter had scarcely 
uttered that suggestion when we 
wheeled around, looked at each 
other with knowing smiles, and 
sensed that something remarkable 
was going to happen. That evening, 
during reflection time, our junior 
high students made a commitment 
to begin their own sack-lunch min
istry in Cleburne. Though it didn't 
have a name at the time, a Meals
on-Wheels-like sandwich-delivery 
ministry was started on the follow
ing Saturday morning. Today it's 
known as the God Squad. 

Founded on July 31, 1999, by a 
handful of students, God Squad 
began by delivering 50 sack lunch-

, es to a low-income apartment com
plex on Chambers Street, just a few 
blocks from our church. Twelve 
months later, God Squad is deliver
ing more than 500 sack lunches 
each month. It utilizes more than 50 
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volunteers, attracts corporate and 
private sponsors, expands with the 
addition of new routes, and encour
ages the support of all age groups 
(a multigenerational group partici
pate each month). God Squad is 
quickly becoming known as a 
friend of the poor. We could never 
have imagined just how successful 
this venture would become. 

A typical lunch includes 
an introductory flier printed 
in English and Spanish, a 
sandwich on whole-wheat 
bread, potato chips, cookies, 
a napkin, fruit (when avail
able), the Gospel of John, 
and printed information 
about community caregiv
ing agencies. 

Catching the Vision 
I hope the advice to "start 
small" haunts you the way 
it did us. Have you consid
ered the possibility of help
ing the poor and hungry in 
your town by adopting a 
single street, apartment 
complex, needy school, or 
area in your community? 
That's how we started. And 
here are some of the signifi
cant things we have done 
along the way. 

• We have focused on feed
ing hungry children. 

It is not unusual to find new 
friends waiting on their porches 
for us. 

• We had a logo developed, and we 
purchased matching bright
orange T-shirts. This helped us 
develop a distinctive community 
identity. 

• God Squad is considered (and 
treated as) a ministry of the entire 

• Debriefing is a vital part of the 
God Squad experience. Once our 
deliveries are made, everyone 
gathers for a time of reporting 
and reflection. This helps all the 
participants internalize the day's 
activities. It makes our work a 
faith-shaping experience. 

• We have reduced our overhead 
by becoming an agency of the 

Tarrant Area FoodBank 
and by enlisting both cor
porate and private donors. 
Currently, there is no God 
Squad line item to be found 
in our church budget
even though 500 sack 
lunches (sometimes with 
canned drinks) are deliv
ered each month. 
• Everyone is invited to 

help-children, youth, 
and adults. This has 
become a multigenera
tional program. 

• Church staff members 
publicly affirm the work 
and ministry of God 
Squad. 

• Everyone is urged to 
look for new "pockets of 
poverty" (routes). This 
search invites everyone 
to see the world through 
the compassionate eyes 
of Jesus Christ. 

• Sack-lunch recipients 
are viewed as friends, 
not only as clients to be 
served. 

• God Squad began as a 
youth-led initiative. The 
contagious zeal of our 
youth has energized our 
church and community. 

• Our sack lunches are free! 

Kayleigh Garber and Cassie Lyon prepare lunches to be 
delivered by the God Squad. 

• Christian servanthood is 
the hallmark of God 
Squad. In the word of 
Jesus: "Whoever wants 
to be first must be last of 
all and servant of all." 
(Mark 9:35b) 

It's hard to tum down something 
that costs nothing. 

• Anyone who is hungry can 
receive a free sack lunch. Some 
households take as many as 25. 
We impose no limits or qualifica
tions. Deliveries are made at the 
end of the month, when pay
checks are typically running low. 

church. It's not "their" ministry 
but "our" ministry. 

• We are unabashedly Christian. 
Though fundraising might be 
easier if we were a secular entity, 
we often talk to our new friends 
about Christ. We pray with them, 
too. We would never want any
thing to hinder that. 

• God Squad is saturated in 
prayer-before and after our 
deliveries, during worship serv
ices, and throughout the we k by 
Sunday school clas s, other 
small groups, and individuals. 
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Left:: A child receives a God Squad lunch. Right: Truman Burnett works on the sandwich assembly line. 

with this?" The exciting, 
yet cary, thing is that 
we don't yet know. 
Eventually, a God 
Squad Advisory Coun
cil will be assembled
composed of youth, 
church members, and 
community leaders-to 
assist in charting God 
Squad's future . We 
needed to decide 
whether to become an 
independent 501(c) (3) 
nonprofit organization, 
whether to distribute 
lunches in greater num
bers or with greater fre
quency, or whether to 
expand the geographic 
scope of our ministry. 

Strategic Partnerships 
Amazingly, each sack lunch costs 
less than 20 cents. Ultimately, our 
goal is to eliminate all co t whatso
ever by having everything donated. 
The following are partnerships we 
have developed to help keep our 
unit price low. 

Food-bank membership: As 
members of a Second Harve t food 
bank, we are now able to purchase 
potato chips, cookies, and other 
food supplies for 14 cents per 
pound. Dairy products, fruit, and 
vegetables are free! 

Local grocery stores: One of 
our local food chains periodically 
provides soft drinks (last time, it 
donated 1200 cans of soda) and reg
ularly provides enough bread and 
juice for 100 sack lunches. 

Sunday school classes: Sunday 
school classes have been good 
about "ado · ·c items on 

cheese; and other classes periodi
cally donate money. 

Private and anonymous 
donors: One person supplies 
squeeze bottles. Another provides 
60 pounds of meat. One anony
mous member donates hair nets 
and rubber gloves. Others have 
provided cases of chips and dispos
able supplies. Some regularly con
tribute to the God Squad fund. And 
two families recently offered 
enough money to purchase a pro
fessional meat slicer. 

Area merchants: We will soon 
begin a T-shirt campaign designed 
to elicit support from local busi
nesses. In exchange for an advertis
ing fee, we will print their logos on 
the back of a second batch of God 
Squad T-shirts. 

Looking Over the Horizon 
Because of God Squad's remarkable 
success (it has grown tenfold in its 
· st 12 months of operation), peo

en ask: "Where are we going 

MBER-DECEMBER 2000 

All of these options are 
viable possibilities for us. 

As far as I'm concerned, the sky 
is the limit. God Squad could even
tually have its own full-time direc
tor and support staff, its own fleet 
of orange delivery vehicles, and its 
own free-standing facility. Then we 
could easily feed thousands of hun
gry children each week. But only 
God knows where this is heading. 

For now, God Squad will con
tinue to focus on one thing: feeding 
the leaders of tomorrow, today! 
We're depending upon God to 
empower, guide, and bless us along 
the way. We hope you will join us, 
working in your own community. 
The journey is exhilarating. 0 

Dr. Mark Bushor is associate pastor of 
Education and Youth at St. Mark 

· United Methodist Church in Cleburne, 
Texas. His book, Mission Manual: 
Crazy to Serve, is published by the 
United Methodist Publishing House 
and is available from Cokesbury: 1-800-
672-1789, order #YS9-03289X. 
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mission agency of 

The United Methodist 

Church, provides 

opportunities for 

yauth and young adults 

to give Christian service 

through numerous 

programs around the world 

Global ldnistries also 

daYalops church 

leadership by nurturing 

and guiding young peopl8, 

providing resources, 
admiDisterlng funds, 

networld.ng, and advoaating 

for their health, 

wholeness, and spiritual 

well ·being. 

U H G DULT 

COMMUNITY CENTERS/INSTITUTIONS Commun ity centers and other 
notional mission institutions provide a safe haven a nd a coring presence for youth 
in local communities . They offer sports and recreation programs; exposure to art, 
drama , music , and dance; employment trai ning; programs for juvenile offenders; 
assistance and counseling to teens in crisis; and other outreach ministries . 

GRANTS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR OUTREACH MINISTRIES These 
resources help local churches and ecumenical organ izations develop programs by 
and for youth and young adults, includ ing youth entrepreneurship, outreach for 
immigrant youth , and summer enrichment programs. 

SEMINARS FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS Group sem inars, conducted 
at the Church Center for the Un ited Notions and the lnterchurch Center, 
examine global issues such as landmines, child labor, nuclear disarmament, 
a nd environmental justice . 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT ORGANIZATIONS Methodist 
and United Methodist youth organizations and ecumenical student organizations 
provide global mission linkages among youth and young adults . 

TEEN AND COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY MINISTRIES This program organizes units 
of United Method ist Women among teens and on college campuses. 

SE ICE 
OUTH 

US-2s (leadersh ip development for ages 20-30) 
A two-year opportun ity to serve in the United States, 
encourag ing participants to deepen their faith while 
se rving wi th community-based organizations. 

MISSION INTERNS (leadership development and 
socia l justice for ages 20-30) A three-year program divid
ed between an international work/study assignment and on 
action/ education assignment in the intern's home country. 

SUMMER INTERNS (m ission internship for college 
stude nts) A 10-week pa id internship working in com
munity centers, comps , women's shelters , and other 
ou trea ch ministri e s . 

BISHOP W . T. HANDY YOUNG ADULT MISSIONERS 
(mission-se rvice opportunities for ages 18-35) A two-year program-with the 
possibi lity of extension-that puts young people from any country into mission 
service in churches and outreach ministries anywhere in the world . 

GLOBAL JUSTICE VOLUNTEERS (cross-cultural learning and service opportuni
ties for ages 18-25) A volunteer experience of up to 6 months living and learning 
in communities worldwide a longside people whose lives ore dedicated to justice work. 

INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEERS (service opportunities for young adult individuals 
and married couples) A two-month to two-year opportunity to do volunteer mission 
service in locations throughout the world . 

AMITY FOUNDATION TEACHERS (teaching opportunities in China for young 
adults with a college degree) A two-year program of teaching English as a second 
language to potential English teachers in China . 

MISSIONERS OF HOPE (service to Afr ican ch ildren by persons 18 or older) 
Assignments for at least two years include rebu ilding schools, training teachers, 
and coring for displaced and orphaned children . 

Mission 

Your1 
Mission 1 

Youn 
Mission 1 
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GENERAL BOARD Of GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

OFFICES RELATING TO YOUTH ISSUES: 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY ADVOCACY 

Women's [}ivision 202-488-5660 

MINISTRIES WITH WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES 

Community Ministries 212-870-3833 

MISSION RESOURCES FOR YOUTH 

Mission Education 212-870-3788 

TEENS, COLLEGE, AND UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

Nomen 's Division 212-870-3725 

YOUNG ADULT MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

\fosion Personnel 212-870-3660 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES 

~iss i o n Contexts and Relationships 212-870-3690 

YOUTH VOLUNTEER PLACEMENT 

~iss i o n Volunteers 212-870-3825 

YOUTH ORGANIZING 

:ommunity Ministries/Development 212-870-3821 

=or up-to-the-minute information, 
'fisit the General Board of Global Ministries website 
at www.gbgm-umc.org 



Let no one 
despise your 
youth, but set 

the believers 
an example 
in speech 

and oonduc::t, 
in low, in faith, 
in purity.'' 

I ~iaothy t :12 

R 
BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 

UPFRONT WITH YOUTH: GREAT MISSION IDEAS FOR YOUTH AND THEIR LEADERS 
(#2752; $5.00) 

MINISTRIES WITH WOMEN AND MINISTRIES WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
A Women's Division Policy Statement (Eng. #1892; Span. #1893; Kor. #2580; 30 cents) 

TEWNG OUR STORIES: Notional Mission Institutions (#2842; $5.00) 

YOUTH MISSION STUDIES 

THE BIBLE: THE BOOK THAT BRIDGES THE MIUENNIA 
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YOU BELONG HERE: POSTER 'N' FACTS (#2685; $2.00) 
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MISSIONERS OF HOPE (#5454; free) 

SEED THOUGHTS FOR YOUTH (Eng. #5140; Span. #5455; free) 

YOUNG ADULT MISSION SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES (Eng. #5024; Span. #5150; free) 

YOUTH ASK: 25 QUESTIONS ABOUT MISSION (Eng. #5698; Span. # l 061 ; free) 

MUSIC 

YOUTH PRAISE (CD #2904, $12.95; Cossette #2903, $8.95) 
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tv\oil to: SERVICE CENTER, General Boord of Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church 
7820 Reading Road , Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800 
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GBGM Commissions 60 Missionaries 
On October 10, in the chapel of the Interchurch Center 
in New York, the General Board of Global Ministries 
commissioned 60 missionaries-the largest number of 
United Methodist missionaries ever commissioned in a 
single service. Included in the total are 12 deaconesses, 
16 Korean American mission pastors, 5 church and 
community workers, a missionary assigned to the 
National Plan for Hispanic Ministry, and 6 regional 
missionaries working with women, children, and 
youth. The remaining 20 missionaries are deployed 
directly by the GBGM on various assignments. Thanks 
to a steady increase in the number of missionaries on 
assignment each year, there are now 2180 GBGM mis
sionaries at work in 60 countries around the globe. 

GBGM Officers Elected, Commitments Made 
At their October 9-13 annual meeting, the directors of 
the General Board of Global Ministries elected new offi
cers for the 2001-2004 quadrennium. The new Board 
president is Bishop Joel Martinez of San Antonio, Texas. 
Vice presidents include Genie Bank of Lexington, 
Michigan, who also serves as president of the Women's 
Division; Bishop Joseph Humper of Sierra Leone; and 
Bishop Jonathan Keaton of North Canton, Ohio. Bishop 
Lindsay Davis of Atlanta leads the Health and Relief 
unit, which includes UMCOR. 

The directors committed $1 million to complete 
a landmine removal project in Mozambique that will 
return agricultural land, transportation routes, and the 
grounds of social institutions to full productivity. State
of-the-art de-mining equipment will be purchased and 
experts hired to train local workers in its use. The 
GBGM hopes to expand the project into Angola and is 
seeking additional funding from the US Department of 
State. 

Other large grants approved by the GBGM 
directors include up to $300,000 for renovation of the 
Clara Swain Hospital in Bareilly, India; $200,000 to 
organize and produce HNI AIDS training for United 
Methodist conferences in Africa; $160,000 for school 
and clinic construction by volunteer teams in Vietnam; 
and $150,000 to assist with expenses at three academies 
of evangelization in Mozambique, Sierra Leone, and 
Congo. Responding to the recent overthrow of 
Slobodan Milosevic in Yugoslavia, directors of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief approved near
ly $2 million to expand UMCORs's development work 
in Kosovo. The UMCOR staff will use $1.6 million to 
create a small-business development program and 
$402,074 for a youth reconciliation program. 

MISSION MEMO 
Middle East Crisis Response 
At their annual meeting, GBGM directors called for an 
end to all hostilities in the Middle East. They deplored 
the bombing of the USS Cole in Yemen and the escala
tion of violence in Israel and the Palestinian territories. 
"Our hearts grieve as we learn from our missionaries 
and mission partners the number of persons killed and 
wounded in this round of violence," the Board state
ment said. The GBGM is urging the US government to 
halt arms sales to Israel and is calling for the removal of 
Israeli forces from the occupied Palestinian territories. 
UMCOR has sent an emergency grant to the Augusta 
Victoria Hospital to purchase medicine and other med
ical supplies; contributions to Advance #982450-8 will 
support this effort. The Israeli military stormed the hos
pital compound on Sept. 29, and soldiers around the 
hospital are making it almost impossible for ambu
lances and supplies to get through. 

Russia Initiative Consultation IX 
The Russia Initiative will hold its next consultation on 
February 22-24, 2001, in Fort Mitchell, Kentucky. 
Participants will receive reports from the Russia United 
Methodist Church on its growth, its survival in the 
Russian economy, and the progress of the seminary
building campaign. For more information, contact R. 
Bruce Weaver, Russia Initiative, 6116 N . Central 
Expressway, Suite 200, Dallas, TX 75206. 

DEATHS Mabel B. Wagner, retired missionary with 
37 years of service in India, died April 14, 2000 .... Ruth 
McDannell Geiger, retired dea -oness with 20 years of 
service in Pennsylvania, died June 8, 2000 ... Joyce 
Brancel, retired missionary with three years of service 
in southern Zaire, died June 17, 2000 ... John W. 
McCallum, retired missionary with five years of serv
ice in Argentina, died June 20, 2000 ... Gladys Hays, 
retired home missionary and deaconess with 25 years 
of service at the Navajo Methodist Mission School in 
New Mexico, died June 27, 2000 ... Reeve H. Betts, 
retired missionary with almost 10 years of service in 
India, died June 28, 2000 ... Marjorie Hanton, retired 
deaconess with 34 years of service in the United States, 
died July 27, 2000 ... Stuart R. Brown, retired missionary 
with four years of service in North Shaba, Zaire, died 
July 28, 2000 ... Marianna Peterson, retired missionary 
with 38 years of service in Brazil, died August 15, 
2000 ... Thelma Heath, retired deaconess with 37 years 
of mission service, died September 6, 2000 ... John 
Rogers, retired home missionary with 35 years of serv
ice in the United States, died September 19, 2000. 
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Central Texas Conference 
- - ---

Youth in Mission 

Thanks to Mrs. Gardner 
by Stacy Bourne, Overton Park UMC, 
senior high participant 

Fifteen hundred Central Texas Conference 
Youth in Mission went to Alabama and the 
Florida panhandle to do mission work for a 
week this summer. Monday through Friday, 
we worked from 8:30 A.M. to 4 P.M., waking up 
at 6:30 A.M. and going to bed at 11 P.M. Jn the 
evenings, we talked about the day, enjoyed 
being with our friends, and held a worship 
service. 

With 130 people in our living center, we 
needed accommodating facilities. Tuscaloosa 
First United Methodist Church provided the 
perfect place to stay. The YMCA across the 
street let us use their showers. BellSouth 
donated 18 cell phones for the week so that 

Alicia Adkins (left ) of First United Methodist Church in Round Rock, Texas, 
at work in Livingston, Alabama. 

the work groups could communicate with one another. 
Lowe's Horne Improvement delivered the necessary 
materials for free. And Druid Ice donated ice for our 
water coolers and ice chests. We are thankful for the 
support from our own churches but especially for the 
support from the Tuscaloosa, Alabama, community. 

My personal experience was amazing. A work 
team's relationship with a client (the owner of the 
property being worked on) is indispensable. Mrs. 
Gardner, my work group's client, had a huge impact on 
me. Since this was my first mission trip, I didn't quite 
know what to expect. She impressed me the first day 
when my work-team leader approached her, alone at 
first, so we wouldn't scare her. She promptly invited all 
of us to come up to the porch, saying: "I ain't scared of 
nobody. God's watching over me." 

I had the opportunity to read the Bible to her, since 
her deteriorating eyesight didn't allow her to read any
more, and now I am more willing to read the Bible and 
discuss my faith with other people. Just before we had 
to leave Alabama, she gave us all signed one-dollar 
bills-not as payment but as souvenirs from her. We will 
never forget her or her favorite biblical passage: Psalm 56. 

My priorities changed dramatically during the 
mission trip. Before, sports basically controlled my life. 
Now, thanks to Mrs. Gardner, to another person's te ti
mony at one service, and to John 3:30-33, sports has 
taken a much lower priority in my life. My faith has 
increased tremendously and now has a high priority in 
my life. These decisions were not made lightly. I 
thought and prayed about them for a long time with 
my youth group and with others. 
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Changed Lives 
by Rachael Sandifer, director, CTCYM 

The Central Texas Conference Youth in Mission 
(CTCYM) began in the summer of 1994, when Bi hop 
Joe A. Wilson and his cabinet experienced a call to assist 
in flood recovery in Missouri. That summer, 300 senior 
high Texas youth, along with adults, traveled to 
Missouri to lend a helping hand. There, hosted in local 
churches, they worked to aid people whose lives had 
been devastated by the 1993 
flooding. Their own lives were 
also changed during that fate
ful week in June. And, from 
that time on, youth in mission 
became a top priority in the 
Central Texas Conference. 

In the following ummer of 
1995, two mission trips were 
offered. Junior high youths 
traveled to Oklahoma, while 
senior high youths worked in Arkansas-each for a 
week-doing home repair and rebuilding. Since that 
second summer, which boasted 500 participants, 
CTCYM has grown each year in size and organization. 
The summer of 2000 saw a record participation involv
ing 650 junior high and 1500 senior high youth, for a 
total of 2150 youth in mission: a sevenfold increase 
since 1994. 

The CTCYM is sponsored and organized by the 
conference. I [the Rev. Rachael Sandifer] was hired to 
oversee and organize the program, beginning in 1997, 
and have served as its director ever since. I work with 
the CTCYM advisory board, which assists in evalua
tion and planning. 

The junior high week in mission begins on a 
Sunday evening and ends on the following Friday 
morning, with each participant paying $130 for the 
week. The senior high week begins on a Sunday 
evening and ends on Saturday morning, with a $150 
charge. Registration fees pay for food, materials, 
administrative costs, a T-shirt and water bottle, pro
gramming, and a stipend for the host church. 

Each local church that participates is assigned to a 
"living center" in a particular city or town for the week. 
These living centers are hosted by local United 
Methodist churches that have agreed to open their 
Sunday school rooms, fellowship hall, kitchen, and 
sanctuary. Volunteers are recruited and trained to serve 
as directors of the living centers and coordinators of 
program, construction, and administration. Each living 
center houses between 50 and 70 participants, includ
ing the leadership team. Work teams are separated 

upon arrival into subteams consisting of five youth and 
two adults each. 

Each summer, CTCYM writes a new program cur
riculum and theme for the summer, as well as a pre-trip 
curriculum to prepare individuals and church groups 
spiritually and emotionally for a week of service. Each 
junior high and senior high week concludes with a clos
ing worship service in which all participants come 
together in one location to sing, praise God, and cele

brate Holy Communion together 
before heading home. The junior 
high participants always stay in 
Texas and alternate each year 
between work within or outside 
the conference bounds. The sen
ior high participants travel out
side Texas, but they stay within a 
15-hour drive of home. Referrals 
are solicited and collected from 
local outreach agencies, such as 

the Department of Human Services and the Area 
Agency on Aging. 

Lives are changed among both clients and mission
ers as both sides experience the love of Jesus in tangible 
ways. CTCYM believes that the Gospel is better 

Jennifer Boss of]. Childers Martin United Methodist Church, 
working in Pinson, Alabama. 
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A MISSION INTERN PLANTS SEEDS THAT 

TAl<EROOT 

by Marla Pierson o photos by Matthew Lester 

0 
n a farm 20 minutes north 
of Waco, Texas, United 
Methodist Mission Intern 
Kristen Box is planting 

seeds. She's holding melon seeds in 
her right hand and kneeling to drop 
them into the soil of central Texas. 
She can also maneuver a tractor to 
plow a field for sorghum, and she's 
developing a youth hunger-aware
ness program that she hopes will 
sprout into agricultural knowledge 
and interest. Her placement
World Hunger Relief, Inc.- is a 
Christian-based training center that 
teaches small-scale sustainable 

agriculture techniques to people 
from developing countries and US 
citizens who want to work overseas. 

"It's a pretty exciting process," 
Box said . "I don' t think we have all 
the answers, but I think it's empow
ering. The people I've seen come 
here have much to learn and many 
things to give." This is not the sort 
of ministry that directly meets the 
basic needs for food and shelter. 
When agricultural interns come to 
the farm, Box has no idea where 
they will work when they leave nor 
how they will u e the techniques 
that they've been taught. 

"We try to give people tools to 
help themselves," Box said. "A food 
bank is very important-especially 
when it's the end of the month and 
people have run out of food . But I 
think it's much more important in 
the long run when you can teach 
people how to grow food for them
selves. Then they're not dependent 
on others anymore." 

So by passing on the intricacie 
of running a goat-milk dairy or 
planting vegetable in the smalle t 
garden space possible, the farm 
communicate kill that r ach 
across borders and continents. Thi 
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fall, for instance, Jud Nel on came 
to Ti a from Ferrier, Haiti, to delve 
in to ev rything from gardening to 
computers, acquiring knowledge to 
tak back to his rural Haitian vil
lage. The Hunger Relief training 
center near Waco was started in 
1979 by a Southern Baptist mission
ary returning from Bangladesh. A 
site was later added in Haiti, in 
Nelson's village of Ferrier, both to 
teach interns and to train Haitians 
in u tainable agriculture. 

On the 42-acre site in Texas, 
director Lee Piche, along with Box 
and other interns and volunteers, 
can be found working in organic 
gardens that feed a 30-member 
food club. They run the goat dairy, 
cook some things with solar heat, 
raise rabbits for meat, and use 
worms to convert the rabbit drop
pings into compost. Interns also 
learn about special toilets that use a 
natural process to break down 
human waste into a product safe to 
use as compost. 

Box spends mornings getting 
her hands dirty. She cleans barns, 
double-digs beds for planting, or 
harvests vegetables. In the after
noons, she works on correspon
dence or on the youth program and 
also milks goats. 

Ministry in Brazil 
Mission Interns like Kristen Box 
participate in a three-year program 
of the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM). Their time is 
equally divided between an inter
national and a home assignment. 
The first half of Box's placement 
was with a mission for indigenous 
people along the Brazilian border 
with Paraguay-an outreach that 
included agriculture. "I saw them 
doing things, but I didn't under
stand what I was seeing," Box said. 
"I think I'm learning that side of 
things now." 

The Tapepora Mission where 
she was stationed works with the 

Kaiowa-Guarani people, a native 
South American ethnic group. 
Under the leadership of the Rev. 
Paulo da Silva Costa and his wife, 
the Rev. Maria Imaculada 
Conceic;ao Costa, Box saw how mis
sion work that began many years 
ago has led to community leader
ship and ownership. "The mission 
there was structured toward 
empowerment," she said. 

One of the early activities at the 
mission brought women together 
twice a week to make hammocks 
for themselves and their families, 
preserving and passing on the tra
ditional craft of hammock-making. 
This also gave indigenous women a 
chance to meet and voice their con
cerns about their community. Out 
of this beginning grew many of the 
mission's other programs. 

Opposite, p. 30: Kristen Box feeds livestock at World Hunger Relief, Inc, near Waco, Texas. 
Above: Haitian intern Jude Nelson and Kristen Box trim a dain; goat's hooves. 
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Kristen Box milks a goat at the Waco farm . 

A vaca mechanica-literally, a 
"mechanical cow"-makes soy 
milk to help fight malnutrition in 
women and children. There is a pre
ventive health clinic. Youth and 
adults compete in sports and recre
ation programs. 

And a medicinal herb garden 
provides traditional plants the 
Guarani have used for healing over 
generations; today's community 
leaders learned about them from 
their elders. "It's a way of trying to 
preserve that culture and show 
how it can be strong," Box said. 

While there, Box accompanied 
a team of dentists who worked in 
22 reservations along the border. 

She wrote reports to the 
church in the United 
States and Germany, 
translating Portuguese 
into English. 

Mostly, she found 
{ herself learning from 

the Costas and studying 
the structure they had 
created. "The really neat 
thing," Box said, "is that 
different indigenous 
monitors ran the differ
ent programs. They had 
ownership of what was 
going on." For exactly 
that reason, the Costas 
did not go to the 
Guarani reservation 
every day. 

As a young single 
woman, Box wasn't 
allowed go to the reser
vation by herself. It was 
difficult for her to go 
places with the Rev. 
Paulo because, in the 
Kaiowa indigenous cul
ture, a woman doesn't 
travel alone with a man 
unless they are married. 
So there were times 

when her Portuguese study didn't 
seem to help much. She hit definite 
cultural barriers, entering first the 
main tream culture of Brazil and 
then approaching the indigenous 
people through their own culture. 

Box was able to tag along with 
a Guarani nurse in the health clinic 
for two weeks before she left
exactly the kind of experience she 
had been longing for. "I think I was 
expecting some things to happen 
faster and be easier," Box said. 

When she was considering the 
US half of her Mission Intern place
ment, she wanted to address practi- · 
cal skills. In Brazil, Box said, "I got 
to see some great examples of how 
mission work is set up. After that I 
wanted to learn some more about 
farming, rural issue , and food." 
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Box's US placement in Texas is 
World Hunger Relief's first experi
ence with the United Methodist 
Mission Intern program. Typically, 
Piche said, World Hunger Relief 
brings in regular interns at no cost 
and supports them while they work 
at the training center. In addition to 
having a salary provided by the 
GBGM, Box is able to handle corre
spondence with potential interns 
and to develop the farm's educa
tional programs for the central 
Texas community. 

Education for Life 
Part of what pleased Box abut her 
placement in the Waco, Texas, area 
was the challenge of coming back 
into a community that had encour
aged her mission work. 

Box-who is from Boulder, 
Colorado-had enrolled in Baylor 
University in Waco years before, 
specifically seeking a Christian 
institution where she could further 
explore her faith. She learned 
through her experience both in the 
classroom and at church. Her 
church's worship services were not 
held in a building with stained 
glass but under an interstate bridge 
in a congregation that had original
ly begun as a Bible-study group for 
homeless men. 

"I got to know a lot of the 
homeless people in Waco when I 
was a student," Box said. "And 
there were also all my kids at South 
Terrace." That was a public-hous
ing site where she was a volunteer. 

During her sophomore year, 
she was part of an exposure trip to 
Ferrier, Haiti, organized by the 
founders of Church Under the 
Bridge and World Hunger Relief. 
She stayed at Hunger Relief's train
ing site in Ferrier, where he first 
learned about the agricultural train
ing center in Texa . In Haiti, he 
saw a land devastated by defore ta
tion, erosion, and drought. She al o 
saw people who were hungry. 
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When h came ba k to Wa o, 
h pursued a doubl major in 

int rnational and en ironmental 
tudi . But the big que tion rai ed 

for h r in Haiti-how to face the 
r ality of ha ing a lot wh n ome 
p ple ha e irtually nothing
r main . "I gue it com down t 
knowing what r alit is and know
ing that the wa I li e i not reality 
for man p pl ," Bo e plain d . 
"What doe that mean for me? 
What does that m an for tho e of u 
who enjo relative abundanc ? 
What do w do? Is thi what G d 
intend for u -thi disparity 
between rich and po r? I tend to 
sa no. If I ay no, th n what does 
that mean for me?" 

"If change is going to happen," 
Bo pointed out, "then there has to 
be education in the United States 
about realities in other countries." 
One program, a weekend experi
ence for youth that rai es income 
for the farm, melds work and learn
ing. "We found that group would 
come for tour or youth groups 
would . come to work," Box said. 
"Sometime people come wanting 
to help by working when money 
would really help us more." 

Ideally, Box said, youth groups 
involve their churche in raising 
money for their weekend experi
ence, thus spreading the center's 
mission to entire congregations. 
Once on site, the groups view edu
cational films and learn hunger sta
tistics, but they also do physical 
work in the fields. They haul water 
to cook their food and wash them
selve . And they eat rice and beans, 
an inexpensive source of protein 
and, for that reason, the staple diet 
of many cultures. 

Box is preparing devotions that 
will compare physical hunger with 
hunger of the spirit. "I hope to 
show how, by responding to our 
spiritual hunger, we can help feed 
other people's physical hunger," 
she pointed out. 

In the summer, Bo took a jun
ior-high church group to pick 
b an . " lot of people pick beans 
to liv ," he ob rved . "Many peo
ple all ov r th world go to th ir 
field every day and have to bring 
back omething to eat." When she 
u ed a machete to cut grass near an 
lectric fence, Box thought of the 

p opl in Brazil who traveled to cut 
ugarcane for months at a time. "I 

know that's worse," she aid. "It's 
10 times hard r to cut ugarcane 
than to cut gra . It made me realize 
how different my regular life is. 
There are people who live by farm
ing this way all 
their lives." 

Box has 
many images 
and stories 
stored away 
from her 
work as a 
Mission Intern 
for the GBGM. 
Her parables, 
like Scripture, 
often take 

plac in agricultural settings. Over 
tim , her exp riences are working 
more deeply into her. Now, as she 
passes the parables on to her educa
tional groups, th y are pondered in 
devotions at the farm each morn
ing, taking root in other lives. 0 

Marla Pierson is a general-assignment 
and religion reporter with the Waco 
Tribune-Herald in Waco, Texas. 

Above: Kristen Box with dental students from Sao Paulo who volunteer at the Tapeporii 
mission in Brazil. Top: Box with children at the Tapeporii mission . 
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K 
abange Numbi is a theology student at Africa 
University. He comes to the University from 
Mulongo, Katanga Province, in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire). I met Kabange in 
1998-his first year at the university-while I was a 
United Methodist Volunteer In Mission (UMVIM) 
working with the Intensive English class. In recent 
months, Kabange has written the first part of what he 
calls his "spiritual journey." At first reading, I was 
struck by the divergence between his Christian experi
ences and mine. But as I have spent more time refining 
my editing of his words, I have been amazed by the 
commonality of our shared faith. Our life situations 
have differed vastly, yet our deepest bits of truth line 
up like kernels on an ear of com. -Sue Ellinwood 

Kabange's Story Begins 
I am the second child in a family of 12: five boys and 
seven girls. My father is Mbuyu Kabange Kasume
Bayard. My mother is Mwepu wa llunga-Evelyn. God, 
the all loving, favored them by making them Christians 
in the Baptist Church. My encounter with Jesus is three
fold: (1) My personal daily experiences have been a 
sign that God needs a new shape and focus for me. (2) 
Repeated, exciting dreams moved me to believe that 
something was being done to make me look at life dif
ferently than before. (3) Reports from other people
their revelations and advice-have given me an overall 
conviction that Jesus needs me. My spiritual journey is 
developing these three central aspects. 

Mbanza Mbuyu village, where I come from, lies 
about 700 kilometers [435 miles] from Lubumbashi in 
Katanga Province. The village is mirrored by the majes
tic river, Congo, in which I swam and fished. For histo
rians, it is a mysterious river that has buried many 
Europeans. The Congo River has also transported 
African slaves to the New World. 

My interest here is that the Congo River is also a 
ritualistic venue. It functions to serve religious rituals 
such as baptism. It is like a Jordan River, along whose 

Opposite, p. 34: Kabange and Brigitte Numbi with their son, Dan, 
and infant daughter, Grace. 

BY KA.BANCE N UMBI AND SuE ELLINWOOD 

• 

banks members of countless denominations have 
roamed in cool mornings and evenings to confess and 
proclaim their faith in public. A vague memory I have 
about these scenes is hearing my own childish voice 
among the deep-chested, harmonious voices of the 
choirs accompanying the ceremonies. The usual song 
sung has these words: "bafikile bangi, kukubatyijibwa, ne 
kudi Yoano munonga mwine I yoldano, baya baya bya buya." 
This translates that, as many came for baptism to John 
at the Jordan River, many are also happily coming here 
in procession to be baptized. 

Frankly, health problems made me realize that God 
was at my side. Many times I was sent to the clinic for 
illness, and most of my sicknesses left me at the edge of 
the tomb. As I miraculously continued to live, I ceased 
to trust in anything other than God alone. 

At home, everyone is involved in everyone else's 
sickness. Yet, no matter what efforts were made to help 
me, my improvement was minimal. The gate was open 
for me to sleep with my ancestors. But God, in his 
mercy, saw me lying miserably in my bed and brought 
life back to me. This action marked my whole life 
because I experienced God's miracle. It connected me 
to God and assured me of His presen~e in my daily life. 

Leonard Kobonda, one of my uncles, came to take 
me back to Mulongo to school. On the eve of the trip, a 
family meeting was held around the fire. Everyone 
gave me a piece of advice about living. After "spitting 
down," they wished me a good journey. "Spitting 
down" after a talk is a sign of agreement and blessing. 
Before the first cock crowed, my uncle had started his 
canoe in the direction of Mulongo and my studies. 

Growing in Faith 
Then came the Christmas break. I went home to visit 
my parents. The break was full of cheer and enjoyment. 
On the eve of the return journey, the provisions were 
secured and the canoe was ready for me to ride back to 
Mulongo. My brothers and sisters were all around the 
fire that night telling stories, while I was browning 
some cassava in a pan. When I emptied the last piece of 
cassava, accidentally the pan slid away, carrying wi th it 
the hot oil. It burned the skin from my arms and legs 
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and from tho of m ounger brother, Lunda. with God began. One event reminded me of 
Th poor child, five years of age, just cried out "Tutu what I read in Genesis 26:24: "And that very night 
ubau oka mudilo." Thi literally tran late : "Brother, the Lord appeared to him and said, 'I am the God of 

ou have burned me!" My mother came out from the your father Abraham; do not be afraid, for I am with 
kitchen grievou ly king help. She cried: "My chil- you and will bless you and make your offspring 
dren are dying! ome and help!" As usual, the individ- numerous for my servant Abraham's sake." ' My life 
ual accident within th community is the community's was about to be transformed. Around four o'clock one 
accident. In the twinkling of an eye, the scene of the morning, I had a dream. A certain man came and stood 
accident was crowded. We were half-dead, but there by my bed. He said: "Take your bed and go to Pastor 
were many to a i t, each armed with a healing pack- Ngoy wa Nkulu. He is the only one that I recommend 
age according to his or her expertise. to pray for your illness." In my dream I took my mat 

Wor e than the above, a series of sicknesses took and went out, carrying with me the mat and some pro
me to many clinics for treatment, but the sicknesses visions. Next morning, I told my dream to my parents. 
were not responsive to the clinic treatment. It was dur- We hurried to Pastor Ngoy Nkulu's place, five kilome
ing this particular period that my personal experiences ters [three miles] away in another village called 

Kabange Numbi at Africa University in Zimbabwe, where he is a 
theology studen t. 

Kyapwa. My stay with this servant of God spiritually 
nurtured my faith. 

In 1990, after completion of my studies at college, 
the school coordinator, the Rev. Mulongo Ntambo, 
gave me a position as a secondary teacher at Kalalo 
United Methodist School District of Kabongo. The 
District Board was pleased with my school achieve
ment and church duties. In 1994, I was appointed to 
run a new secondary school, Kealanga at Mpasu. Yet, 
no matter what position I was assigned, I was not com
fortable with my jobs nor was my soul at rest. 
Something was missing. I wanted to stand in the pulpit 
to speak out the message of salvation instead of stand
ing in front of a class teaching lessons. Often, as I stood 
in the class, I would instinctively share a song or a med
itation, viewing the class as a congregation. This, as a 
matter of fact, placed me in trouble with the headmas
ter, the Rev. Kumwinba Kasango Mukishi. 

A Call to Ministry 
Fortunately for me, the District Board appointed me as 
Vice-District Choir Director while I was also serving as 
a local choir director and preacher in the school com
munity. My inner pain was being alleviated. Through 
this struggle, I learned that the best job is what your 
heart feels comfortable with, be it productive or not. 
Also, I learned that singing one's heart out to God is 
like putting petrol in a car for driving. Just as a car short 
of petrol ceases to start, a Christian with no ong does 
not have a rock upon which faith can be founded . As 
God's rain waters the grass, music waters and nurtures 
our faith. 

Eventually I decided to marry to make my elf com
plete and mature. Brigitte (Mwamba Ilunga) wa an 
active youth member of Kina Parish, United Methodi t 
Church. When I was presenting speeche to th group, 
I had to make sure Brigitte was there. Peers remember 
Brigitte for her charity and smile. We were wed Jul 16, 
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Grace Numbi was born in the bush as Knbange's wife, Brigitte, fled 
from rebel forces in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

1995, by the Rev. Lenga Kinins. Brigitte is the woman 
God made for me and our love is strong. 

A year later, things went wrong. Everything was 
good at home when I left her for my school duties. 
Then, unexpectedly, a messenger came from the hospi
tal to say that my sweetheart had been admitted. 
Brigitte, seven months pregnant, had begun to miscar
ry. That was November 25, 1996. When I reached the 
hospital around 10:25 A.M ., she showed no sign of life. 
Around 7:00 P.M., Brigitte's body was here but her soul 
was approaching the world of the dead. Kabongo 
District is 250 kilometers [155 miles] from our respec
tive villages of Mulongo and Kabongo. Though church 
members were there to show their concern, we also 
needed our parents. After a couple of hours, I with
drew from the members. I found a good place behind 
the nutrition building to whisper a few words to God. 
"Oh Lord," I prayed, "why are you taking her from me 
so quickly? Have mercy. Many times I have sought 
your help and you have come to my rescue. Bring my 
wife to life, in Jesus's name." 

Around 10:20 P.M., the nurse called me. As I went 
in, Mama Esnate brought me a sort of mouse wrapped 
in clothes. "This is your baby," she said. "Your wife has 
given birth. The baby boy and the mother are all right." 
The tiny baby was premature and still unable to cry. 
But whatever pains were endured by baby Dan, he and 

his mother got well and both were discharged . At 
home, I taught Brigitte my favorite song: "Kiye kim
pumpu," or "Jesus is my armor and shelter." The ong 
was now a family song. Can one doubt that, through 
many storms, my faith was being consolidated? 

Later, after Catholic teachers and student had 
been appealing to me to establish a prayer group in my 
house, I had another strange dream. I was hown a 
multitude of doves flying over my bedroom. They 
simultaneously echoed: "As you do not want to accom
modate us, we are going back to our Father 's place." 
Afterwards, I shook my wife to ask her whether she 
had seen birds in the bedroom. I was disappointed 
when she said she had not seen anything of the kind. 
Ever since, I have given dreams a considerable place in 
my life . 

Amazingly, other people-especially members 
from other congregations- flocked in as if the walls 
had ears. News spread that I wa hosting others for 
prayers in my house. This once again placed me in an 
awkward position with the school's headma ter. He 
summoned me to hi office to find out if I was "break
ing away." 

"No sir," I answered. "We just meet to share the 
message of God." 

Though there was criticism from the outside, I was 
feeling comfortable. I was being released. I wa saying 
to myself that I was better fitted for preaching the 
Gospel than for teaching chool. I had greater confi
dence. My worries were being alleviated. "I am uited 
for God's ministry," I was whispering in my heart. 

Afterword 
In June 1999, Kabange return d to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo during the semester 's break to visit 
his wife, Brigitte; his five-year-old son, Dan; and a new 
child that he knew had been born. He knew little else 
because the phone connection had been broken before 
the details had been supplied. As he was approaching 
Mulongo, he was caught between rebel troops and gov
ernment forces. After capture, confinement, and torture 
by the government forces, he was finally able to con
vince them that he was not a rebel spy but rather a the
ological student. He retreated to Lubumbashi, but 
Brigitte and his family were still lost in rebel territory. 
Finally, with the help of an army officer, he wa able to 
locate his family and bring them out of the bush. Only 
then did he learn that his new daughter, Grace, had 
been born in the bush as Brigitte fled from the rebel 
forces. By December 1999, his wife and children were 
safely in Zimbabwe, where they are pre ently residing 
in Mutare, close to Africa University. 0 
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Corning of Age 
in the Philinnines 

38 

United Methodist Action for Youth 
NORTHWEST MINDANAO 
PHILIPPINES ANNUAL CONFERENCE; 

Regina Cansino, director 

The United Methodist Action for 
Youth (UMAY) is an advocacy and 
organizing project of the students 
in the city of Cagayan de Oro, on 
the island of Mindanao, in the 
southern part of the Philippines. 
Initially, the project started as a 
school-based program with a focus 
on high school and college students 
who were enrolled in Cagayan de 
Oro schools and who came mainly 
from middle-class families. The 
idea was to form core groups in 
which the young students could 
develop goad. self-images, healthy 
relationships, and strong moral and 
spiritual foundations. Then they 

Shared Mission Focus 
on Young People 

"The church elders and workers need to real
ize that the Holy Spirit that is in them is the 
same Holy Spirit that is in the young people. 
God is sovereign and is in control. Thus the 
adults need not fear in delegating responsibil-· 
ities to the youth, for whatever mistakes the 
youth may commit, God can undo and correct 
them. The elders' role is to guide and equip the 
youth with skills. The adults must learn to 
accept the fact that, unless they listen and 
allow the youth to speak for themselves, the 
church will one day become obsolete and in
effective in the world." - Regina Cansino 

could move out to impact the cam
pus and the community. 

Within the first year, however, 
the project expanded to embrace 
other youth populations. Work 
with elementary-aged children 
began when it was discovered that 
a 50 percent dropout rate in the 
region meant that many children 
would not be reached at all if 
UMAY did not include them before 
they got to high school. Work with 
out-of-school youth began for the 
same reason. Many dropouts occur 
for financial reasons or because of 
homelessness, family problems, or 
violence between the military and 
rebels. Young professionals were ' 
added as a target group when it 
was discovered that young people 
aged 19-21 entering the workplace 
had a need for a support system 

among their peers. When news of 
the church program spread, indige
nous people of the B'laan tribes of 
Tacul in Davao del Sur province 
and Manobo youths of Pakwan in 
Surigao del Sur province also want
ed to join. In addition, the UMAY 
secretary began work with youth 
who were handicapped. 

At the start of school, students 
who wish to join UMAY are organ
ized into cell groups. UMAY's 
activities are relayed to the groups 
through cell-group leaders, who 
send the students' suggestions and 
plans back to UMAY. Cell-group 
activities are venues for sharing, 
learning, and fellowship. The mem
bers become part of a support sys
tem and feel that they belong to the 
group. Members are given recogni
tion for their talents and skills. 
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Those with leadership potential are 
sent to leadership camp and train
ing sessions that are funded by 
UMAY. The out-of-school youth 
and needy students are given 
opportunities to study through a 
scholarship program. 

Many activities were accom
plished by members of the cell 
groups over the first two years of 
the project. Some took part in peer 
counseling, jail visitation, and dia
logue with street kids. Others 
worked on environmental issues, 
the death-penalty debate, and sym
posiums on sexual health and on 
drug addiction. A medical mission 
brought medical attention to about 
300 people in the lower Dagong 
region. Most cell groups meet once 
a week, with the larger, full-group 
meeting once a month for retreats, 
parties, and other activities. 

Discipling Young People 
for the Struggle of the Poor 
SoUTHWEST P HILJPPINF.S ANNuAL 

C ONFERENCE, 

Mindoro and Romblon islands; 
Aniceto "fun" Villalon, director 

The program called "Discipling 
Young People for the Struggle of 
the Poor" (DYPSP) was approved 
by the 1997 session of the 
Southwest Philippines Annual 
Conference. DYPSP was to work 
with the United Methodist Youth 
Fellowship (UMYF) groups in the 
conference to help them become 
better organized and more sharply 
focused on the critical social and 
political issues that affect 
Philippine society. One component 
of the project centers on leadership
skill development and the other, on 
community development. 

About 75 percent of the popula
tion of the two provinces of 
Mindoro and Romblon depends on 

agriculture for a living. But the 
majority of the people-75 to 85 
percent-own no land. Large tracts 
of land in the provinces are con
trolled by absentee landowners and 
multinational corporations, while 
the landless farmworkers earn low 
wages and remain poor. The 
DYPSP program encourages the 
youth in the UMYF groups to 
become aware of the social and eco
nomic realities of the poor and to 
join with them in trying to effect 
change in the society. The doctrine 
for the program comes straight 
from the United Methodist Social 
Principles. 

Jun Villalon has been working 
with the UMYFs to promote com
munity-organizing skills for youth, 
along with the study of the 
Comprehensive Agreement on the 
Respect for Human Rights and 
familiarity with the human-rights 
policies of the Philippine govern
ment. Speakers from labor organi
zations, advocacy groups, and 
grassroots organizations are invited 
to talk to the youth groups. 
Students are invited to accompany 
these speakers into the community, 
where the youth learn firsthand 
about the plight of the poor. 

The DYPSP has met with resist
ance from the parents of the young 
United Methodists. Villalon 
explains: "The parents were made 
to believe that Christians must not 
get involved with the troubles of 
society. They think decency dictates 
that authorities be respected, 
regardless of the corruption in the 
government. Thus the adults have 
become used to tolerating what is 
unfair instead of making a stand. 
Fear paralyzes the hearts, minds, 
and hands of the adults. They are so 
afraid of the government's cruelty 
that they have made themselves 
believe that committing human
rights violations is the right and 
duty of people in power. There is 

also a concern for the future of their 
children. TI1ey believe that going 
along with the whims of the powers 
that be might be favorable to their 
children's well-being. They fear 
that activism on their part will ruin 
their children's chances. Behind all 
this is the belief that the family's 
deliverance from poverty depends 
on the success of the children-not 
in working and struggling to bring 
about basic changes in society." 

Despite the concerns of the par
ents, the young people have moved 
forward with the project. After the 
1997 annual conference approved 
the program, it was adopted in sub
sequent sessions of the annual and 
district youth conference. Though 
progress is slow, with a few very 
committed students working to 
sensitize many more, DYPSP is 
making a difference for youth in the 
Southwest Philippines Annual 
Conference. 0 

"A large number of young 
people entertain an illusion 
that, within the present semi
colonial and semifeudal social 
system, one can succeed in 
one's chosen vocation after 
finishing one 's studies. 
Opinions to the contrary are 
suspect. Those who are too 
impoverished to go to school 
are forced to look for some 
means of livelihood. [Thus 
both groups are removed from 
the struggle to change the 
system.] This means that 
most young people's dreams 
of finishing school and their 
desire to earn something on 
their own work against our 
desire to have more of them in 
our educational program. " 

-Jun Villalon 
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Reflections From the North Central Jurisdiction's Youth Work Team 
by David Harsh 

Before our departure: By the time you read this, our 17-member multistate Mission Discovery work team 
should be safely in Liberia. An international work-team experience for youth and young adults, ages 
16 to 26, is an annual event in the North Central Jurisdiction. But this is our first venture to Liberia and 
my first time as group leader. We will work with an equal number of Liberian youth, sharing not only 
work projects but also times of conversation, prayer, and worship. One of our members is a Liberian 
medical student now in school in the United States. 

After our return: It was a fast and sometimes furious trip to Liberia. The youth work team was solid 
and mature. It needed to be because of the conditions under which we had to live, work, and function. 
Along with our Liberian counterparts, we did extensive work on a United Methodist retreat center. Yet 
it was probably the times of worship and prayer that provided our greatest experience. 

The devastation wrought by seven years of warfare is obvious in the infrastructure of Liberia. 
When trust grew, the emotional scars of warfare suffered by those with whom we worked also began 
to surface. What do you say to a Liberian youth who regularly sees his father's killer in their village 
or to another youth who often encounters the man who raped his sister and made him watch? 

Yet, despite the horrors they have endured, the faithful continue to see the hope captured in II 
Corinthians 4:8-9: "We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed." 

It has been a few weeks now since the return of our youth work team from Liberia. Last weekend 
was our reunion. We met at Bethany United Methodist Churcp in Madison, Wisconsin, the church 
where I am co-pastor. The conversation flowed the first night w1til we all crashed on the youth-center 
floor at 4:45 A.M. It was obvious the work-team members wanted to share their experiences. Several 
are seriously considering a call to serve in mission. The group discussed the fact that others not on the 
team could not comprehend what it means to be a Liberian in Liberia when the devastation is so real. 
It was so good, they felt, to get back together with those who had been there and could understand. 
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Mis ion Discovery 
2000 to Liberia 

f1111 e 20: W 1 om to the group jour
nal: Mis ion Disco ry 2000 to 
Liberia! In thi journal, you are 
in ited to har anything you , 
hear, touch, ta t , smell, think, f 1, 
or e perienc . Keep in mind that 
it' a group j urnal and your writ
ings will b read by others in the 
group. Plea k p the group jour
nal mo ing-pa s it along so that 
other ma write. Enjoy thee peri
ence of a lifetim . -Melissa Groe 

June 21: We finally arrived today! 
Fortunately, we all are healthy, 
happy, and for the mo t part still in 
one piece (except for my luggage 
that got misplaced along the way). 

We tart d with cancelled flights, 
almost n ver- nding delays, and 
nerv -racking tandbys, but it was 
all worth it. Our group already ha 
seemed to mold together to form a 
ingle community. And this 

evening we again added new 
members and friends. 

Arriving in Liberia, on our 
drive to our final de tination, I saw 
things I never expected. Even com
ing in knowing the country just 
ended a ev re war and was only 
beginning to recover, I never 
expected to see the people in such 
poor conditions. Yet the people are 
amazing! Even after just meeting, 
we were provided with a w nder
ful meal and with instant friends 
who worry about our comfort and 
needs. I can't wait to learn from all 
the new friends I've met. 

- Cara Newhouse 

This is June 22, 
2000-our second 
day here and also 
my birthday! My 
partner from Liberia 
is named Noah 
Nukah. He is really 
nice and helpful. 
Everyone here is so 
grateful for what 
they have and are 
constantly thanking 
God. I hope my mis
sion here teaches me 
to be more grateful 
when I get back to 
the United States. I 
am sure that is part 
of our purpose here. 
-Julienne Thomas 

Opposite, p. 40: 
Liberian hosts graciously 
entertained the visiting 
youth team with music 
and dance. Left: Youjah 
Nippae, 16, was one of 
the Liberian youth work
ing with the US Mission 
Discovery team. 

Today, we were painting some 
buildings. Afterwards, I had blue 
paint on my hands and paint thin
ner. My hands were burning. My 
new friend, Prince, took a rag and 
started to scrub my hands for me. 
At first I wanted to pull away and 
say that I could do it myself. But 
then I realized that no one was forc
ing him to do this. While his hands 
were also full of dark blue paint, he 
was trying to clean my hands. Jesus 
washed his disciples' feet, and I 
truly believe that our new Liberian 
friends are showing us the most 
merciful power of God. 

-Joel Zimmerman 

Two days ago, I sat in the interna
tional airport in Des Moines with 
mixed emotions. I was excited, anx
ious, and scared out of my mind. I 
was about to board an airplane for 
the first time in my life. I was terri
fied! However, I put those feelings 
behind me with the mindset that 
God was in control. 

The flight was amazing! I 
watched in awe as the plane soared 
above the sunlit clouds. I think that 
must be what heaven looks like. 

Upon our arrival at the Nagbe 
Retreat Center, we were greeted by 
several jubilant faces and warm 
handshakes. As our group merged 
with the Liberians, a sense of 
belonging swept over me. We ate 
together and ended the evening 
with a fun welcome ceremony pre
sented to us by the Liberian youth. 

And that brings me to today. 
How awesome it has been. I petted 
a monkey, saw a boa constrictor, 
and held a crab! I ate papaya! I got 
really dirty, and it was fun! At 
lunch and dinner, I sat and got to 
know some people a little better. 
When we painted, I talked with 
Tuma for two hours! I had a blast. 
When I leave this place, I will have 
a much more appreciative outlook 
on my life. -Jessica Kurtz 
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J1111e 4: Thu far, this trip ha been 
an amazing p ri n . Pr bably 
the mo t intriguing a pect ha been 
th tr m d otion tha t th 
Liberian ha e to the Methodi t 
church . Through ven 
civil war, th till 
r main faithful and 
committ d. I admire the 
n rg and e -citement 

the bring to wor hip. 
-Zachar Vann 

Today i Saturday. We 
got a lot of painting 
done but we till have 
lot of work to do. We 
also went to the ocean 
today and swam. And 
we got to ee an African 
performance with drums 
and dancing. It was 
neat! This is an awe
some experience! 

-Jenine Kurtz 

<lane d. I always have dreamed of 
coming to Africa. Now I am very 
ad to ay goodbye to people I have 

becom very clo to. 
- Anna Fenton 

Some need proof of God before 
they believe. All I need is to watch 
a Liberian worship service. They 
prai e God loud and clear, out
wardly, the way God deserves to be 
worshiped . They are not reserved. 

Why should we be 
reserved in praising a 
God who gives to us 
completely and loves us 
unconditionally? These 
kids have jump-started 
my personal faith. They 
have shown me that we 
are one in God's name. 
With God 's help, we can 
dispel myths, break bar
riers, and come closer to 
being a truly united 
church. 

-Lyndsey Beutin 

June 25: "I have 
dreamed of Africa .... " 
Sunday is the midpoint 
of the trip. Before you 
know it, it will be time 
to pack up, and this 
beautiful wet, green 
land will be only a 
memory. This trip has 
been a once-in-a-life
time opportunity for me. 
Beau tiful bright eyes, 
warm smiles, and God's 
grace surround me. The 
teamwork, friendships, 

A young boy from the streets of Monrovia, Liberia. This west African 
countnJ has been deeply scarred by years of civil war. 

June 29: One instance 
when I felt particularly 
awed was in church. 
During praise and wor
ship time, the Liberians 
sang a song called "We 
Are Blessed ." It stated 
repeatedly how blessed 
they are-that even 
though they don' t 
deserve it, they are 
blessed . It absolutely 
blew my mind! I hope 
my experience here 
doesn' t fade with time 
but instead is a step for
ward in my walk with 
Jesus! -Carolyn Carter 

and worship open my eyes wider 
with each moment. Liberia and its 
people are now a part of my heart. 

-Ruth Steinhorst 

June 28: The day of our departure 
has come. We spent yesterday tour
ing Monrovia . Back at the retreat 
center, we had a farewell program. 
Many from both groups got up and 
said their goodbyes. Afterwards, 
we got together and sang or 

I was awed by the faith that these 
young people have. Here they are 
in a country with practically no 
comforts and they are thanking 
God for all the ways He has blessed 
them. Back in the States, we have 
all the privileges and we have a ter
rible time even believing in God. 
We want to see God to believe and 
question God's existence instead of 
giving thanks for all that God has 
bestowed upon us. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2000 

I hope and pray that I can take a 
piece of Liberia back with me to 
South Bend. I hope to interest other 
youth in mission work and bring a 
sense of urgency to the need for 
youth to work in the many Third 
World countries. 

-Christopher Carter 0 

Other Mission Discovery team mem
bers were Jason and Michele Carr, 
Shadrach Gonqueh, and Amber Taylor. 
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Why Involving Youth in Mission 
Is Important 
by Scott Meier, Director of Youth Ministries, McFarlin United 
Methodist Church, Norman, Oklahoma 
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Youth involvement in mission 
work is a growing phenomenon. 

Members of the millennial 
generation-those born after 
1982-are characterized by a 
desire to impact their communi
ties and the world to make 
things better. 

One key reason why 
churches should support and 
encourage youth mission work 
is the reality of "reverse mis
sion" or "reciprocal mission." 

When groups head out on a mission trip, they intend to impact the 
lives of the people with whom they come into contact. This may be 
through a construction project, health clinic, or vacation Bible school. 
But, in the end, it is the person who has intended to reach out to 
others who is impacted in the greatest way. 

The youth of my church experienced reverse mission from a fam
ily in Nuevo Progreso, Mexico, for whom we were building a house. 
Each day we saw a fattened pig behind a fence in the backyard . One 
morning, we noticed the pig had disappeared. Later, as we sat down 
to lunch, we were served a delicious meal of homemade pork 
tamales. A family with few resources had sacrificed an expensive and 
treasured commodity to show us hospitality. 

Through mission work, youth can come to understand what peo
ple in certain predicaments face each day and can return home chal
lenged to find ways to solve the inequities they have seen. 
Experiencing first-hand the dilemmas that a majority of people face 
on our planet, the youth can be so deeply affected that they are are 
willing to change their own lifestyles. When these experiences occur 
during the teen years, the lifelong impact can be profound. 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

Learnings From a Sierra Service Project 
by Jean Clancey, Youth Leader, First UMC, Eugene, Oregon 

Last summer, 14 youth and four adults 
from First United Methodist Church in 
Eugene, Oregon, headed to Round Valley 
Indian Reservation in Covelo, 
Mendocino County, California. Most of 
our group had not participated in a Sierra 
Service Project before. We were joined by 
several other youth groups and leaders 
from Oregon, California, and Colorado. 

We divided into teams and worked on 
toilets, bathroom sinks, roofs, floors, and 
wheelchair ramps. One group installed 
an entire plumbing system to bring run
ning water to a home that had been with

out it for 20 years. Some homeowners "adopted" our kids. One little 
girl spent her allowance to buy popsicles for everyone working at her 
grandma's house. 

During a week focused on God through service, worship, and 
friendship, the spiritual growth of the youth kept pace with the 
development of their hands-on skills. Coyote, a tribal elder, spoke of 
the suffering of his people during the historical conflicts between 
California Indians and settlers. Then we visited Round Valley UMC 
on the reservation, where a Native American pastor, Mike Pena, gave 
words of encouragement and praise for the volunteers. "Keep your 
good hearts," he urged. 

We returned with a shared glimpse of what living for Christ is all 
about. When we shift our focus from ourselves to the needs of others, 
we are blessed beyond measure and expectation. The good will that 
was created in the community and the good that was accomplished 
in the lives of the youth will unfold for years to come. 
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Beyond Global Justice Volunteers 
by Carol Windrum, a Peace with Justice Ministries director, 
Nebraska Conference 

A native Nebraskan and member of Rockbrook United Methodist 
Church in Omaha, Kim Lehmann will graduate from Texas Christian 
University in May 2001. Although she is only 21, Kim has served as 
social-justice peer minister at the Wesley Foundation on campus, has 
lived in the Philippines as a Global Justice Volunteer through the 
General Board of Global Ministries, and has interned with the "War 
on Want: Campaign Against World Poverty" in London. 

"Jeepney drivers in the Philippines protest to keep their land," 
wrote Lehmann when she applied for our Peace with Justice 
Ministries internship in Nebraska. "Members of British trade unions 
fight for a tax to slow currency speculation. And rice farmers in the 
Philippines picket to stop a corporation that uses open-pit mining. 

"I have witnessed people around the world in their current fights 
for justice," she continued. "Having traveled to the Philippines and 

worked at an internship with War 
on Want, I have been able to see 
how God uses different people in 
different capacities to work for 
justice." 

Kim Lehmann's stories of 
people struggling for justice were 
an integral part of her witness as 
the Peace with Justice intern in 
our conference. She advocated 
for societal justice not only with 
our youth but also with all mem
bers of our congregations during 
worship . To us, she exemplifies 
our denomination's connectional 
family and global outreach. 
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Working in the GBGM 
Summer Intern Program 
by C. B. Sanders, Summer 2000 Intern in Washington, DC 

The summer of 2000 was fast 
approaching. Having just 
completed my junior year of 
college, I was looking for
ward to a spiritually reward
ing interval as a Summer 
Intern for the General Board 
of Global Ministries. This 10-
week paid-internship p ro
gram is designed for young 
adults who are enrolled in 
college. 

When I arrived in 
- Washington, DC, I was spon

sored by Emory United Methodist Church. The pastor, Joseph W. 
Daniels, made it possible for me to work with the Washington 
Metropolitan United Methodist Lawyers' Guild. A member of Emory 
UMC and member of the guild, attorney Marc Loud was my chief 
contact and mentor for the summer. 

I arrived in time for the Justice Harry Blackman Summer Law 
College for Teens. It is designed to introduce high school students to 
various aspects of law and is presented by individuals moved by 
Christ to share their time, energy, and knowledge with youth. I 
served as a program analyst and assistant coordinator. 

The students selected for the program, who come from various 
backgrounds, are divided into "law firms" and given the facts of an 
actual case in a modified version. For six weeks, they hear lectures 
and participate in exercises that help them develop their arguments 
and prepare for trial. The climax of the training comes when students 
get to put their hard work on display in an actual courthouse with an 
actual judge and jury present. 

This program gives students the opportunity to see how the law 
can work for them as they endeavor to seek justice. 
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Want to revitalize your 
Uldren' s Sunday School 
rogram? Order the new 

Children's Prayer 
: alendar 2001 for each 
udent, to help each one 
evelop a lifelong prayer 

habit. 

Celebrate 1nissionarv 
children's birthdavs 

, Participate in 
· n1ission projects 

lhildren's Prayer Calendar 
~>01 \\·ill ensure that 
' lildren actiYek 
.a rticipate in the mission 
!t"Ogram of The United 
Hethodist Church! 

Children's Prayer 
Calendar 2001 * 

(#2945 - set of 5 • $5.00) 
(#2944- single copy • $1.25) 

Order by calling 
SERVICE CENTER 

at 1-800-305-9857 
Available after Nov. 1, 200) 

Renewal for ~ion 
& Cross-Cultural Nlinistiy 

OIVISC 
Seminars for missionaries, pastors, 

educators, students and lay leaders. 
January 15-19 Anthropology in 
the Service of Mission. Dr. 
Darrell Whiteman, Asbury Semi
nary. Eight sessions. $95 
January 22- 26 Ethnicity as Gift 
and Barrier: Human Identity and 
Christian Mission. Dr. Tite 
Tienou, Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School. Eight sessions. $95 
February 26-March 2 
Justice and Reconciliation 
Across Cultures. Dr. Richard L. 
Deats, Fellowship of Reconciliation 
and former missionary in the 
Philippines. Eight sessions. $95 
March 5-9 Spirituality for 
Mission. Dr. Maria Rieckelman, 
M.M., and Rev. Stanley W. Green, 
Mennonite Board of Missions . 
Eight sessions. $95 
March 12-16 How to Write to 
Be Read. Robert T. Coote, 0 SC 
Associate Director. Eight sessions. 
$95 
March 19-23 Women in the 
New Testament: Invitation to 
Mission. Dr. Barbara Reid, O.P. 
Held at Maryknoll, Ne w York. 
Eight sessions. $120 

March 26-30 Confronting 
Jesus Christ on the Indian Road. 
Dr. Sebastian Karotemprel , 
S.D.B., OMSC Senior Mission 
Scholar and professor of Mis
siology, Pontifical Urban Univer
sity, Rome. Eight sessions. $95 
April 2-6 God and the Religions: 
The Quest for a Christian Theol
ogy of Religions. Dr. Terry Tiessen, 
OMSC Senior Mission Scholar and 
professor of Theology, Providence 
Theological Seminary, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Eight sessions. $95 
April 10-13 The Problem of 
Missions and Money. Dr. 
Jonathan J. Bonk, OMSC Director. 
Four morning sess ions . $75 
April 2~27 Walking and Working 
with the Poor: Community Devel
opment as Mission. Dr. Bryant 
Myers, Vice President for Interna
tional Program Strategy, World 
Vision Intl. Eight sessions. $95 
April 30-May 4 Leadership, 
Fundraising, and Donor Devel
opment for Mission. Mr. Rob 
Martin, First Fruit, Inc., Newport 
Beach, Calif. Eight sessions. $75 

See seminar de tails and register online at www.OMSC.org 

Overseas Ministries Study Center 
490Prospect St., New Haven , CT 06511 

(203) 624-6672 Fax (203) 865-2857 study@'OMSC.org 
www.OMSC.org 

Photo/Art Credits: Cover-David Harsh • 4-Jay Godfrey • 5-Courtesy the Church Center for the 
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9-Courtesy Polly Lassi ter Cook • 10-Courtesy Sheila McCurdy • 11-Courtesy Renae Extnun
Femandez • 12-Courtesy Julie Faith Parker • 13-Courte y Joan Gardner •14-17-Courtesy the 
Global Justice Volunteers • 18--Courtesy GBGM Mission Personnel • 19, 21-David Harsh • 
20-Richard Tonnonlah • 22-24-Mark Bushor • 26-28--Courtesy Central Texas Conference Youth 
in Mission • 30-32-Matthew Lester • 33-Courtesy Kristen Box • 34-37-Courtesy Kabange 

umbi • 38--Courtesy the United Methodist Action for Youth, Philippines • 40-42-David Harsh 
• 43-(left) Christie R. House, (right) Jean Clan~ey • 44 (left) Courtesy Nebraska Peace With 
Justice Ministries, (right) C.B. Sanders 
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Carin9 
Connection 

2001 
Calendar 

Vivid multicultural, 
multigenerational 

photos and inspiring 
stories of people 

and places 
. . . 
in m1ss1on. 

Plus important 
information on United 

Methodist-related 
National Mission 

Institutions. 

Only $5 (#2917) 
plus postage & handling 

{1~ 
Bui ldi ng 

Order from : 

Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 

Caller No. 1800 
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 

Or call Toll-Free: 
1-800-305-9857. 

Jorcl~h ... 
SuhriS'l of C~risti~hity. 

l ~E;. l ll~ .HRIU!'t 

J\. 'RDAN \'. \UE\' 

Jordan is a modern country, 

UMM QA IS • 
'1« "'""''-'INT~ illWI RBID 

PELLA• 
~ .. _, . -. e A L-M A FRAQ 

~~- ·• r<:--i l\l\l ~LJ;\IAL a holy river, and an ancient 

culture - a timeless .a ~ JERA'll '-. ~ 
RAMA LL Afr; . / 

physical and spiritual panora- ALiErnMR'""'' • . , 
Jt.K.LJ • • ''"" e AMMAN 

8l: n lll:.H.0.1 • - r-\ Hl •-..sEIN 

ma of prophets, • ':~~~1~mmtnrn1A"Y> e AZRAQ 
• e MADABA 

llEl\RON ~ M~·l"'EI\(.) -~~: e l M't 
/;j :: J o\.R R..!\ .... \..., 

miracles, and human faith. 

~ ~:iKA\l,IR 
iJ 

More than 50 biblical sites 

cover t he land including Bethany 

Beyo nd the Jo rdan where 

e KARAK 

Christ was baptized by John . ~ H AWF\AK 

r 1 wr 1 • PETRA 

1 
. M 'AN 

For a religious pilgrimage • to the Holy Land of Jordan , RA 
A NNAQAB 

K\R.'I .... 

the Bible is more than a "I~' • 
~ WADI RUM 

document of faith, 

it is also a virtual road map 

of ancient places, people 

and events. 

Plan your visit today by contacting 

Jordan Tourism Board North America. 

Christmas is an excellent time to visit! 

Call toll-free at 877-SEEJORDAN ext.2, 

or e-mail us at seejordan@aol.com. 

For more information, visit our 

Web Site at www.seejordan.org. 

• AL-JAFR 
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"UMDF /ia done 
so n111ch good for 
churches, and it has 
paid good dividends 
over the years. That 's 
why we invest in it." 

Retired Bis/top Jesse 
a11d A1111n111nry DeWitt, 
Detroit, Ml 

United Methodist Development Fund accepts investments from 
United Methodists, sends them an interest check twice a year, then 
lends that money to United Methodist churches for new construction 
and/or renovation. Notes may be purchased for as little as $100. 

The Fund's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist 
Church by providing first mortgage loans to churches.This is not an offer for sale. 
All offerings are made by the Offering Circular. For an Offering Circular or more 
information, call us at 800-UMC-UMDF (800-862-8633) or (212) 870-3856. Or 
write to us at 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1528, New York, NY 1011 5. 

E-mail: umdf@gbgm-umc.org. 
http://gbgm-umc.org/units/evgrowth/umdf.html. 

~[I] 
40 Years of Investing 

in Church Growth 

General Board of Global Ministries • The United Methodist Church 

""- ~ . .,. 

TH.E· .. 1\11's'siON 

·-
SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 

THROUGH: 
• LETTERS, PRAYERS, 

MEDITATIONS 
• MAPS, NAMES, 

ADDRESSES, WORK 
AREAS AND BIRTHDAYS 

OF MISSIONARIES 
• LISTS OF MISSION 

PROJECTS, PROGRAMS 
AND WORKERS. 

·ft idea! 
t Chris trnas gt 

~grea 

~* 2001 Prayer Calendar 
will challenge and enrich your spiri
tual life, and expand the mission 
knowledge of your church. It's an 
invaluable resource for your church 
and pastor. 

2001 Prayer Calendar* 
(#2858 • $6.50) 

Order by calling 
SERVICE CENTER at 

1-800-305-9857 
*Available aft r Nov. 1, 2000 
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