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Bishops Speak Out for African Children 

The simple title of the 2000-2001 geographic mission study is "Children 
of Africa." Despite that fact, New World Outlook chooses to follow the 
full title of the United Methodist Bishops' Appeal, "Hope for the 
Children of Africa." For without the hope that only the people of God 
can restore or bring into being-through our prayer, our mission part
nerships, our sacrificial giving-there will be no health, no food or shel
ter, no nurturing love, no education, and no adulthood for millions of 
children in Africa. In this issue, you will find the words and witness of 
Africans, African Americans, Missioners of Hope, and others who share 
their experience of and concern for Africa's imperiled youth. An 
Editor 's Column could not add any more to their eloquent testimony. 
So, in its place and in our pages, we will let our bishops speak. 

The Bishops' Appeal 
by Bishop Elias Galvan 

The Council of Bishops is asking the entire United Methodist family to 
join in prayer, sacrificial giving, and study as part of the Bishops' 
Appeal, "Hope for the Children of Africa." The goal of the Appeal is $12 
million to build orphanages and schools in areas of Africa where min
istries to children have been devastated by war. 

In all the countries whose economies have been devastated by war 
and whose children have had their childhoods stolen, the spirit of 
Christ is alive and well. It is that spirit we hope to harness by leading 
the United Methodist family in faithful response to the present need of 
the children of Africa. This Appeal enables United Methodists to 
answer God's call to each of us to care for all children as though they 
were our children. Every person who participates in "Hope for the 
Children of Africa" will feel a sense of renewal after experiencing the 
unquenchable faith of people who have endured so much, yet who con
tinue to respond to the call of the Gospel. 

Together, we will witness to the urgency of the situation and to the 
hope that survives every war. As the church and the people of God, we 
will help to secure a peaceful and just future for all God's children. 

Suffering's Recognizable Face 
Excerpt from a speech by Bishop Dan Solomon 

It is a matter of grave concern that special relief offerings [in the sum
mer and fall of 1999] have produced millions of dollars for Kosovo 
refugees and only thousands of dollars for refugees in Africa . What 
drives our compassion? Do we see more than one face when suffering 
prevails? Has the recurrence of suffering in some places, like the 
onslaught of one hurricane right after another, fatigued our compas
sion? And yet, the face of the suffering child-scarred and marred by 
.competing, warring factions or tribal hostilities--cries the same tears 
and shows the same fear and pain as does the face of the child displaced 
from home by rising flood waters. Who is going to demonstrate the 
integrity of the Gospel that sees only one face of suffering-a human 
face-and truly cares for our own kind: humankind? 
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W hen St. Paul undertook an appeal among the 
congregations of gentiles for the poor of the 

community in Jerusalem, he underscored the impor
tance of mutuality in the body of Christ. He wrote: "It 
is a question of a fair balance between your present 
abundance and their need .. .. " (2 Corinthians 8:13b-14a) 
The story of Africa ... is not just one of humiliation and 
violation. It is also a story of astonishing faith, hope, 
and joy . Those who live in more prosperous and peace
ful societies receive from African Christians their testi
mony of unquenchable faith, unflinching endurance, 
and the song of joy that banishes doubt and fear. 

In partnership with the people of Africa-especially 
with the children-our own faith in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will be renewed and our hope for the 
transformation of the earth restored. 

Indigenous United Methodist clergy, lay pastors, 
and other laity, along with missionaries and mission 
volunteers from throughout the global church, have 
labored on bicycle and on foot, in seasons of drought 
and refuge, to witness to the unbroken chords of Jesus' 
love and to sing of God's liberation. 
The wars have been fought, and the suffering contin
ues, but still the people proclaim: "God has not been 
defeated. God is still working and so we must go to 
church" for consolation and reconciliation, for spiritual 
nurturing and to answer the profound human need for 
oneness with God. Even when church buildings are 

Below, left to right: Paul Dirdak of 
UMCOR (kneeling) visits Rwandan 
refugee centers in the D. R. of the Congo. 
Children at the Missioners of Hope com
missioning in Kitwe, Zambia. Rwandan 
refugees survive day to day in refugee camps. 

barely standing and ministries can
not provide material comfort, the 
people come to feed their spirits. 

As the document from the 1997 
consultation with African bishops, 
held in Harare, Zimbabwe, con
cludes: "Yes, there is Hutu vs. Tutsi 
in Rwanda and Burundi. Yes, the 
civilian government has been 
replaced in Sierra Leone. And, yes, 
there is the clash between the old 
culture and the new in some nations. But there is also 
the faith of South Africa, the hope of Namibia, the love 
of Uganda, and the spirit of Mozambique, where the 
people are singing the Lord's song with new fervor." 
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Excerpted from "Biblical and Theological Foundations," 
Bishops' Appeal: Hope for the Children of Africa. 

lergy, lay 
tries and :o~ As partners in God's mission, we are called into 
ibal churc sio: prophetic, sacrificial, risk-filled opposition to the forces 

tav1 of evil, injustice, violence, and oppression--challeng-
!asons of h 1g ' ing, in the name of Jesus, those systems, policies, and 
n chords sus practices that destroy God's design for creation and 

usurp God 's authority over the created order. Such wit
suffering ttiir ness is a foretaste of the fulfillment of God's reign. 

;od has n Of all the things the diverse nations of Africa have 
in common, none is so stark as the shared fact of the 
conflicts that have plagued so many nations for so 
many years. The nature of those conflicts differs but the 

ari results are the same: chaos and hardship caused by 

This is a moment of urgent witness for the church. 
It is a moment when we must see beyond the ruins to 
the hope that still lives. Peace is still fragile in many 
countries, but most have finally started to rebuild after 
the religious, ethnic, political, or cultural conflicts that 
have devastated economies, divided families, and sep
arated entire populations from their homelands. In all 
these countries, the spirit of Christ is alive and well. 

In the words of Bishop Joseph C. Humper: "It is 
our freedom to worship God that is helping the people 
hold on. In the midst of all this pain and anguish, when 
they hear the church bell, they go to give praise to God 

forces of evil that threaten the for everything. The ..... .-riiiiiiil 

II r. 

peace and ignore God's 
promise of abundant life for 
all God's children; country 
after country and ministry 
after ministry hobbled by the 

spiritual life of the 
people has become 
the media ti on for 
the people. They go 
from one suffering 

Above: Women of the Angola United Methodist Church make 
a meal. They also are helping to construct a new church. Right: 
Children of Bethel UMC, Luanda, Angola. 

devastation; families torn 
apart and children left to 
fend for themselves in a 
world where neighbors are 
turned against each other, 
hope is battered, and dreams 
are trampled. The fallen 
buildings left in the wake of 

fighting assault the eye. But it is the damage to the min
istries once housed within them-ministries that 
breathed life into those structures by serving God's 
children-that assault the spirit. 

to another, and still they say, 'I believe God is there; I 
believe that he will help us make it through. ' We are 
being called to go and preach the Gospel, and come 
rain or come shine, we must go because people are 
waiting for us. Christians are waiting for us. Even those 
who profess not to worship God in any way are wait
ing for us to come and speak to their consciences and 
strike their hearts to return to the God who made them. 
And that can only be possible if we have our structures 
rebuilt and our ministries restored to tend to the wel
fare of our children. If we do not care for them soon, 
there will be no one left to go and preach." 0 
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If ther i one plea that pervade 
ever di u ion of th Bi hop ' 

ppeal: Hope for the Children of 
Africa, it is the matter of urgency
of getting a sistance to the children 
now. When you visit countries that 
are engaged in or recovering from 
civil wars on the African continent, 
ou begin to understand why. 

In Liberia, shell of building 
de tro ed in the war rise from the 
ground like tombstones. In Angola, 
thou and of children in the coun
try id are close to death from mal
nutrition. In Burundi, children play 
atop a mass grave of the war dead. 
In Tanzania and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, refugees 
langui h in crowded, unsanitary 
camps. In Kenya, young children 
of parent exiled by war can no 
longer afford the school fees nece -
ary to continue their education. 

It wa these and other atrocitie 
heaped upon the children of Africa 
by countle s civil wars that in 1997 
prompted the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops to establish the 
Bi hop ' Appeal, "Hope for the 
Childr n of Africa." 

The a ault on the continent of 
Africa ha -been both external and 
internal. Colonization, post-colo
nial meddling, and the present neg
lect of Africa by Western powers 
ha e played a part in the prolifera
tion of wars there. Ethnic rivalries 
and truggles to control the rich 
natural re ources of the continent 

Opposite, p.6, clockwise from top left: 
Rwandan children, 1111111y of them orphaned, 
m tire D. R. of the Congo. Some of the UMC 
members who celebrated the commissioning 
of tire Mi sioners of Hope in Kitwe, Zambia. 
Children of the Glenview UMC in 
Zimbabwe. Lesley Crosson (left) shows a 
digital camera to children in Burundi. 

by Lesley Crosson 

have re ulted in fighting within 
and between countries. Yet, since 
Africa has yet to become a major 
player in the global economic mar
ket, the war that rage there go 
unchecked by Western powers. 

The Bishops' Stories 
As is usually the case, the children 
are the worst ca ualties of decades 
of strife. Bishop Arthur Kulah of 
Liberia laments the fact that so 
many children in his country have 
been robbed of their childhood. 
"Many of them have been made to 
fight, to loot, to steal," he says. 
"That has had a devastating effect 
on them and they must be cared for. 
Sometimes people say the people of 
Liberia are asking too much. Well, if 
you have been at war for eight 
years and almost everything has 
been destroyed or devastated, there 
is always an urgency to ask more." 

The toll in Liberia is more than 
150,000 people killed and a million 
displaced-most of them children. 
Bishop Kulah and his wife, like 
many other Liberians, have filled 
their home with more than 30 war 
orphans whom they care for and 
educate. One major concern is that 
uncared-for children might be 
seduced into signing up as soldiers 
if fighting breaks out again. The 
attraction would be the sense of 
belonging to a community and the 
possibility of food and lodging. 
Bishop Kulah is determined that 
the church do whatever is neces
sary to prevent consigning any 
more young people to lives of hope
lessness. "There is no time to wait," 
he said. "Soon these children will 
have lost their entire childhoods. 
They will grow up having known 
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only war and violence and pain. 
The people of God must come to 
their rescue before it is too late." 

That sentiment is echoed by 
Bishop J. Alfred Ndoricirnpa of the 
East Africa Annual Conference. 
Ndoricirnpa has been in exile from 
Burundi for the past seven years. 
The casualty estimate for Burundi 
is more than 200,000 killed since 
1993 and more than a million
most of them women and children 
-displaced. "The children have 
hope because we trust in Hirn who 
won the victory at Calvary," Bishop 
Ndoricirnpa says. "We believe that 
one day we will overcome these 
difficulties. That is why we cannot 
stop educating the children and 
caring for them. It is why we must 
stand together to nurture this faith 
and hope that lives in our children." 

A classroom in the Ka yo le 
United Methodist Church in 
Nairobi, Kenya, where Bishop 
Ndoricimpa sits surrounded by 
children studying grammar, is a 
good example of why the children 
need help and need it now. The 
young students are the children of 
Hutus from Burundi, forced into 
exile by the fighting between the 
Hutus and the Tutsis. Sitting back
wards in their seats, the children 
put their papers on the bench 
backs. They have to use the bench 
backs as desks in order to write. 

It is easy to believe that the 
church in North America and 
Europe is mobilizing, once again, to 
quickly deliver charity to the chil
dren of Africa. That, according to 
Bishop Kenneth Carder of 
Tennessee, challenges us to rethink 
our understanding of mission, 
which is reciprocal. Bishop Carder 
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says it is important for all to recog
nize that the vibrant witness and 
abiding faith of the people of Africa 
are the African church's gifts to the 
church as a whole. "The Bishops' 
Appeal is much more than an 
attempt to raise money," he points 
out. "It is an opportunity to witness 
hope to the children of Africa by 
being in solidarity with them." 

Missioners of Hope 
The people who most visibly 
embody the church's solidarity 
with the children of Africa are the 
Missioners of Hope, most of whom 
are African. They are being sent by 
the General Board of Global 

build new schools and orphanages, 
carry out new ministries to children 
traumatized by war, and restore 
children's ministries damaged by 
the fighting. 

The Appeal enc<?urages annual 
conferences in the United States 
and Europe to establish relation
ships with conferences in Africa. 
The entire church participated in 
Advent and Lenten offerings for the 
Appeal. Still, the $12 million goal 
has not yet been met. The Appeal 
will continue for as long as it takes 
to provide the needed resources. 

Acknowledging that the world 
is beset by many disasters to which 
the church is called to respond, 

war. About one million people are 
facing starva tion because of the 
fighting, and 15 percent of the chil
dren under age five are suffering 
serious malnutrition. 

Anna S. Kpaan, the district 
superintendent in Monrovia, 
Liberia, recalls the weeks she and 
her family spent trying to escape 
the fighting in Liberia . "We were 
always on the run," she ays, 
"going for weeks without food. 
Because of that, some of our older 
children have just started going to 
school. Some children don' t even 
know where their parents are. We 
picked up as many children as we 
could who had dropped by the 

wayside and we took 
them in. They have been 
embraced by people here 
in Liberia, but they must 
be embraced by the entire 
church and loved back to 
wholeness. This cannot be 
put off until tomorrow." 

Ministries to several coun
tries in Africa in support of 
the Appeal . Missioner 
Matthew Williams, 28, has 
been working in the 
Christian Education De
partment of the Liberia 
Annual Conference since 
last September. "I thank 
God for the Missioner of 
Hope ministry," he said. 
"It is the beginning of 
restoring the spiritual and 
physical well-being of 
these children. We must 
care for them lovingly and 
immediately if they are to 
be healed and helped." Children served by the United Methodist Church of Burundi. 

" In all the countries 
whose economies have 
been devastated by war 
and who e children have 
had their childhoods 
stolen, the spirit of Chri t 
i alive and well," pro
claims Bishop Elias 
Galvan of Washington 
State. "It is that pirit we 
hope to harness by lead-Missioner George M. 

Warner, 35, is working 
with Burundian and Rwandan 
refugees in the Kigoma refugee 
camp in Tanzania. "I am motivated 
by the fact that I have been uproot
ed myself," he says. "I know what it 
is to lose everything, even your 
identity, and how important it is to 
bring hope and dignity back to 
these children as quickly as possi
ble. We must let the children know 
that God has not forgotten them." 

A Timely Response 
The goals of the Bishops' Appeal 
are to help the church in Africa 

Bishop Emilio De Carvalho of 
Angola urged the church not to lose 
sight of the crisis in Africa. "When 
there are hurricanes, the church 
comes and helps," he points out. 
"This crisis is urgent and the church 
must come now. You don' t plan for 
an emergency; you simply do what 
you can to deal with it. People are 
waiting for the church to come, and 
it must not come too late." 

The Angolan government e ti
mate that two million Angolans, 
out of a population of about 12 mil
lion, have been di placed by ci il 
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ing the United Methodist 
family in faithful re pon e to the 
pre ent need of the children of 
Africa . The Bi hop ' Appeal 
enables Uni ted Methodi t to 
an wer God' call to each of u to 
care for all children a though the 
were our own." 

The Ad ance number for 
Hope for the Children of Africa i 
101000-4. Re ource for th Appeal 
( ee cen terfold in ert) can be order d 
fr by calling 1- - 62-3242. 

Le Ley Cro on i the director of Public 
Relation for the GBGM. 
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by Zacarias M. U queio 

ta n the continent of Africa, where children are 
already poor and uneducated, wars and famines 
have brought more miseries. I have traveled in 

many African countries and have lived in some of 
them.' The conditions I experienced elsewhere are the 
same as in my own country, Mozambique. 

Wars have driven many Africans away from their 
home areas, displacing many within their own coun
tries and forcing others to flee to foreign lands as 
refugees. In these dramatic moves, there is no time to 
settle in one place and to grow food . Parents have lost 
children, and children have lost parents, being 
orphaned or abandoned with no one to care for them. 

After wars, many Africans return from exile not to 
their native countryside but to unfamiliar cities. The 
lands where they originally lived are not safe because 
of deadly- landmines. With no food production and 
recurrent famines, orphaned or cast-off children 
become "street kids." Young boys and girls who have 
had no education or moral teaching are now bringing 
up children of their own. All too often, a 16-year-old 
father abandons a 14-year-old mother, leaving her with 
a child to care for. She has no food, no place to live, and 
no one to help her raise the child; so she decides to 
dump the baby in a garbage can. Sometimes the young 
mother can manage to care for the child up to a certain 
age. But when her life becomes unbearably hard, she 
abandons the child to life as a "street kid. " 

Finding a Solution 
Two years ago, Bishop Felton E. May came to Maputo, 
the capital city of Mozambique. I drove him past an 

area where Maputo's street children live. When he 
returned last November, he asked me about these chil
dren. I told him that the ones he had seen were all still 
there, growing up, some having babies of their own. 
Meanwhile, smaller children were being added to the 
outcast group. The government was doing nothing
saying that the churches should provide the help. 

The churches in Mozambique have no means to 
support street children. If they could provide the kids 
with food and shelter, they could try to convince them 
to accept moral instruction. No teaching is going to 
enter the head of a child with an empty stomach. 

Is there, then, any hope for the children of Africa? 
Yes, there is hope. Let there be peace in Africa. Let the 
landrnines be removed and not replanted. Let the gov
ernments and the churches provide for the children 
and instruct them. The governments have to stop the 
wars. The governments, international organizations, 
and churches have to join forces to remove the land
mines. Education and health care have to be provided . 

And while this is being done, we need to provide 
training for the rural people who are living in cities 
without city skills. Short courses in such skills as car
pentry, iron forging, computer operation, and sewing 
could prepare some young people for employment. 

If we could join hands to do this, we could see the 
number of "street kids" reduced in a few years time. 
Families could remain intact, and hope for the children 
of Africa would become a reality. 0 

Zacarias M. Uqueio of Mozambique is a director of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
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mid-1970s to attend college and seminary, and I have lived here ever since. In September 
1998, I returned to Kenya for a six-month sabbatical. It was the first time I had spent such 
a long time back home since leaving for the United States. Sadly, things have not 
changed much in the half century since I was a child growing up in Giribe. 

Oh, I was familiar with the chaotic situation on the continent after colonialism. I fol
lowed the happenings in the Western press and occasionally received news from my rel
atives in Kenya. The wars in Somalia, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Angola, 
Mozambique, South Africa, Congo, and Rwanda were old news to me. I had read all 
about the refugees, the AIDS epidemic, the millions of orphaned children, and the many 
atrocities that have plagued the continent for years. 

But that knowledge was just on paper. Actually seeing the situation with my own 
eyes made me shudder. I saw myself reflected in the face of every child I encountered. 
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Many times I thought to 
myself: "I was that child." I too 
had walked miles back and 
forth to a dilapidated school 
building that contained no 
school supplies. I too had suf
fered from a paucity of health 
care. Because there was no 
clean water-and certainly no 
running water-I too had 
bathed in boiled water carted 

from a creek in which people washed clothes and ani
mals drank. I too had studied by candlelight because 
there was no electricity. 

Making a Difference 
The United Methodist Church is growing larger and 
stronger every day on the continent of Africa. In Kenya 
alone there are now 23 United Methodist churches. 
This spiritual presence provides us with a tremendous 
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the chil
dren of Africa. In spite of all the hardships, there is 
hope there. It is the same hope that burned in me when 
I was a child in Kenya. 

Kenya has been a magnet for refugees fleeing war 
in the Great Lakes region of east Africa. As a result, the 
country's economy and infrastructure are being over
whelmed. The streets of Nairobi, the capital city, are 
teeming with people, but the "street children" were the 
most harrowing sight for me. These children have lost 
one or both parents to war or to disease-usually AIDS. 
They eke out an existence in the mean streets of the city 
any way they can. Here-and in every African nation 
suffering from the triple onslaughts of war, AIDS, and 
the resulting economic and political tremors-children 
are the first and the worst casualties. 

As I traveled through rural areas on the way to my 
village, I saw similarly deprived children and won
dered: "If 'I had remained here, what would have 
become of me?" My parents still live happily in the vil
lage where I was raised. But AIDS became more than 
just a headline to my family when one of my brothers 
died this awful death just last year. My other brothers 
and sisters are healthy and thriving. Which category 
would I have been in? 

On December 27, 1999, The New York Times featured 
a front-page story detailing the "herding of 350,000 
Hutus into camps" by the government of Burundi, 
which is controlled by the Tutsi minority. The most dis
heartening thing about the story for me was the picture 

Opposite, p. 10: Children at St. John 's Kayole UMC in Nairobi use 
pew backs as desks. Above: The Rev. f osephat Rungu visits his native 
Kenya. Page 9: United Methodist school children in Mozambique. 

of a young boy standing outside the "hilltop huts" 
where the Hutus have beeh relocated. I wondered: 
"Did his parents relocate with him or is he one of the 
many nameless orphans the war has created?" And I 
realized that, through the grace of God, I have escaped 
what could easily be the fate of any young child in any 
of the troubled regions of Africa. 

For a moment, as I read the report, I was that 
child-and every child in Africa who is still struggling 
just to make it through one more day with body and 
soul intact. I can see that, for all the reports of progress 
on the continent, we've not come nearly far enough 
since I left. 

I have scores of nieces and nephews coming of age 
in Kenya. When I return home, they look at me with 
adoration and admiration. I give them little gifts and 
beam as they rip off the wrappings and delight in the 
inexpensive trinkets: a bottle of cologne for this one, a 
baseball cap for that one, a box of cookies for the next. 
These small tokens are cherished because they are gifts 
from "Uncle," home to visit from America. They are 
gifts that can be touched and enjoyed-unlike more 
important things, such as a school fee paid or a doctor's 
visit arranged. Still, I cannot do enough for them, so I 
am happy that the Council of Bishops has seen fit to 
establish the Bishops' Appeal: Hope for the Children of 
Africa. 

The appeal will bring at least two badly needed 
schools and orphanages to every annual conference in 
Africa. It is a challenge to every United Methodist. It 
calls upon each of us to be true partners in God's mis
sion-witnesses for peace, justice, and love on behalf of 
our young brothers and sisters in Africa. 

I wish I could package a huge helping of hope in 
every one of the gifts I take or send home to my African 
nieces and nephews. I wish I could find a way to ease -
the hardship that I am sure they will encounter as they 
navigate the treacherous passage from childhood to 
adulthood on a continent in crisis. I wish my gift to 
them were as significant as their gift to me: the gift of 
faith, love, and living witness to God's grace. 

By myself, I can' t do nearly as much as needs to be 
done. So I will join millions of United Methodists in 
generously supporting the Bishops' Appeal-sharing 
with the children of Africa the abundance I have 
enjoyed here in the United States. 

The words of Jesus Christ in Matthew 19:14 still 
ring clear in Africa and around the world: "Let the lit
tle children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is 
to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs. 0 

f osephat Oketch Amwago Rungu is pastor of Firs t United 
Methodist Church in Norwalk, Connecticut. 
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Brenda Wilkinson, a staff writer at the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM), is author of the children's 
mission-study book, Under the Baobab 
Tree. She has traveled across Africa on 
a number of trips to visit United 
Methodist mission sites and churches. 
Here, she chronicles some of the sites on 
her lates t trip through Africa. 
Wilkinson is the author of eight books, 
including The Civil Rights Move
ment: An illustrated History and 
African American Women Writers. 

ZIMBABWE 
The Spirit of the Lord 
The rhythmic sounds of African 
drums, shakers, and song in the 
background softens. The swaying 
of bodies and hand-clapping come 
to an end. More than a hundred 
children sit sprawled around the 
pulpit, at the altar, and down the 
center aisle. There are no words to 
describe the beauty of the children 
as they look attentively at their 
female pastor, the Rev. Mutezo. The 
spirit of the Lord is upon us. Tears 
roll down my cheeks. 

It is a Sunday morning worship 
at Glenview United Methodist 
Church. Glenview-a rapidly 
growing congregation in a suburb 
of Zimbabwe's capital, Harare
has a membership of approximately 
2000, with an average Sunday 
attendance of 1500. Over 450 stu
dents are registered in the Sunday 
school, and more than half of them 
show up weekly. Many hundreds 
of children are attending the service 
today. On their best behavior, they 
look as though they feel it's a spe
cial privilege to be here. 

The one-room space where 
church school is held on Sundays is 
used during the week by children 
in the congrega tion's preschool. 

A child at the Baby/old orphanage, a United 
Methodist center in Old Mutare, 
Zimbabwe, eats sudsa, a ground cornmeal 
cereal, often served with meat or gravy. 
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The same space is also used by the 
local community for special events 
like weddings. Church leaders 
explained the difficulty they face 
not only in teaching many levels of 
children in one room but in having 
the space used for other purposes 
as well. "For us to have permission 
to operate the preschool," they 
explained, "the room must be kept 
up to government standards. We 
have to mop after church every 
Sunday to be ready to receive chil
dren on Monday morning." 

The preschool program is open 
to all who are in need of the service. 
Parents contribute what they can. 
Volunteers from the church and 
community staff the program. Lay 
leader Robert Muchgochoma said 
that Glenview needs toys and 
books for children. The church's 
playground equipment was donat
ed many years ago and needs to be 
replaced. But it is not cost-efficient 
for US congregations to ship goods 
that often never reach their destina
tion, church leaders cautioned. 
Many goods are lost or stolen in 
transit, and those that do arrive 
carry costly shipping fees for the 
recipients. Designated contribu
tions channeled through the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
are the most effective means of 
helping Glenview or any other 
congregation in Africa. 

Church leaders are concerned 
about the rugh unemployment rate 
among youth and the church's 
inability to offer much in the way of 
vocational guidance. "We want to 
encourage our young people who 
want to learn to do welding or to 
use video cameras, copiers, and 
computers," said Francis Dyogo, 
church treasurer for Ministry to 
Women and Children. "They have 
spoken to us of their desire to start 
businesses such as a typing service. 
It isn't easy to keep them optimistic 
when they can see that the church 
does not even have a typewriter for 

our record-keeper. The church cer
tainly doesn't have a computer." 

Though too limited in space to 
serve all the needs of the children 
and youth in the church, Glenview 
is nonetheless a congregation on 
the move. A strong sense of unity 
and love prevails and everyone is 
willing to work. "We need help but 
we're not just sitting here waiting," 
the youngest church leader said. It 
is inspiring to see what Glenview 
United Methodist Church has 
accomplished with so little. 

The members of Glenview ask 
that churches around the world join 
them in praying that they may see 
increased results from their efforts 
to lift up children's lives. 

Our Hope for Years to Come 
"If God just lets me live to see the 
realization of this vision, I think I 
can leave the earth feeling I've 
served my purpose," says Sam 
Katsande with enthusiasm. The 
vision he speaks of is the opening of 
"play centers" in impoverished 
regions of Zimbabwe. 

Katsande's eyes sparkle as they 
always do when he speaks about 
children. A father, a grandfather, 
and a member of the Mutake 
United Methodist Church, he oper
ates a chain of stores in Zimbabwe. 
He also serves as the chair of the 
Christian Business People's 
Association, an organization of pro
fessionals who give one another 
mutual support in the quest to 
improve people's lives in the com
munities around them. 

Katsande has secured a recom
mendation from Bishop Jokomo, 
permission from the government, 
and land on which to develop the 
first play center. This is only the 
beginning of what he hopes to 
accomplish for the children of 
Zimbabwe. When he was a youth, 
an older sister left home and 
returned with news of Christianity 
that converted first him and later 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY-JUNE 2000 

his entire family. "Someone went 
out and returned to enrich my life," 
he says. "I have a moral obligation 
to do the same for others." 

"It is imperative that we do 
something to turn the lives of these 
poor children around," Katsande 
continued. His proposal outlines a 
way to open community centers for 
children aged three to five, provid
ing love, guidance, activities, and 
meals. "Our Hope for Years to 
Come" is his suggested motto. He 
painted it on a bus he bought to 
transport children from their homes 
to the center and back. 

"I particularly want to help the 
rural children in Zimbabwe," he 
stressed. "These children seldom 
see anything beautiful." Some chil
dren from the poorest sectors of 
society "are quick thinkers and 
potentially our brightest minds," 
Katsande notes. 

We met one such child as we 
traveled through the countryside. A 
girl of about 12 was on a hillside 
with a young boy, perhaps her 
brother. They were catching majuro 
bugs, a rich source of protein, to be 
fried and eaten. Katsande stopped 
the car to tell them that he once 
caught these bugs too for his family. 
The young girl had wrapped a cloth 
around a stick which she damp
ened with some water to attract the 
bugs. Once they alighted, she 
dumped them into a deep pot 
where they could not escape. 

It was touching to hear the girl 
offer to save some of her catch for 
us if we would stop on our way 
back. We did, almost an hour later, 
and there she was waiting. She 
came running down to the car to 
share her bounty with strangers. 
Katsande paid her for her work and 
told her that we were leaving the 
bugs with her to take to her family 
since we were not going directly 
home. A second girl appeared, 
standing sideways to hide the fact 
that she was missing one arm. 
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These are the children that 
Katsande wants to help-children 
who sometimes spend a whole life
time in small villages. "We have got 
to find ways to build up our chil
dren, stimulate their minds," he 
says. "All they need is a chance. So 
I start small. We are experiencing 
extremely difficult times. The num
ber of orphans in the streets rises 
every day. It may be that we've lost 
a whole generation, but we must 
begin now-with these little ones." 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Children Who Look Like Us 
Among the projects that the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
sponsors in Mozambique is the 
Tsalala Training Center, founded in 
1991. It is one of six centers devel
oped by the Mozambique Annual 
Conference to serve children and 
their mothers. Tsalala is a poor and 
isolated village outside Maputo. 
Before the conference began its 
work there, villagers had to travel 
long distances for water and other 
supplies. Then the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) helped the conference 
develop a clean-water project. 
Through the efforts of the women's 
group, the village now has an 
extensive garden, wher com and 
other food crops are grown, and a 
small store where villagers can pur
chase limited supplies. 

One rainy Saturday morning, 
as I drove to Tsalala in a super-pow
ered church vehicle with members 
of the United Methodist Women's 
Society, there were moments when I 
did not think we would make it 
through the huge holes of mud and 
water. But when we reached our 
destination, I was glad we had 
pressed on. There, in a classroom, 
more than 50 glowing faces awaited 
us. None of the children seemed to 
mind being in school on a Saturday 
morning in the rain. They asked me 

whether or not there were children 
in the United States who looked 
like them. I assured them that some 
American children do. 

Work at the Tsalala Training 
Center is directed by Judith 
Laropusa. The center has one per
manent teacher and two volun
teers. A trained nurse from the 
church makes visits and teaches 
sewing on occasion. Here, as in 
other places I have visited in Africa, 
women play multiple roles in the 
management of various projects for 
children. There are also always 
local volunteers from the immedi
ate community. They are faithful in 
giving daily support to the pro
grams that the church has brought 
to their village. 

The church has made the quali
ty of life better with gifts of water, 
food, education, and training for 
the children in Tsalala, but the 
region remains without electricity 
or plumbing. Pointing to photos of 
girls posted on the wall, Laropusa 
said that the clothing they wore had 
been made there at the center. "The 
children are very poor," she contin
ued. "Many never owned a pair of 
shoes before coming here. Some, 
even at age 14 and 15, did not know 
how to write their names. We teach 
them whatever skills we can." 

Blessed With a Teacher 
Amelia Pedra, a member of the 
Methodist Women's group in 
Maputo, Mozambique, founded a 
program for children called 
Deustodo Poderoso. In 1990, 
refugees fleeing for their lives dur
ing Mozambique's civil war began 
to enter the Deustodo Poderoso sec
tion of Maputo. This section of 
town was essentially a dump, 
Pedra explained. As people started 
to settle there, government officials 
tried to force them away, but they 
resisted, believing it was better to 
face death in the dump than assas
sination by soldiers in the bush. 
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Families began to live in 
bombed-out buses and wrecked 
cars. Children hovered in old build
ings, dressed in mere rags, stealing 
whatever food they could from 
local businesses and rummaging 
through rotten garbage mounds for 
anything edible. 

"At the time I was working as 
treasurer for the Christian Council 
of Churches," Pedra recalls. "I wit
nessed the desperation of these 
families and said to myself: 'I have 
to do something.' I began to pray to 
God for guidance. I talked to peo
ple in the church about what we 
could do." 

For Pedra, the situation 
reached its nadir one day when she 
witnessed people digging up a 
buried baby, convinced that they 
had discovered meat to eat. She 
hastily pushed them away, fell to 
her knees, and began to pray as she 
brushed the earth back over the 
dead child. Children nearby taunt
ed her, throwing objects at her. 
They were frustrated over what 
they viewed as a town-lady inter
fering with their search for food. "I 
knew that I had to do something for 
the children," she said. 

Her first task was to gain the 
trust of the parents. As she began 
work with the children-teaching 
them letters, words, songs, and 
prayers-the parents insisted that 
these activities take place in an 
open space where they could 
watch. Horror stories abounded 
about the kidnap and torture of 
children by soldiers in the bush. 

Gradually, Pedra gained the 
parents' confidence, which led the 
whole community to mobilize. 
Community officials granted land 
and approval for building. With 
the support and efforts of her hus
band, a local pastor, and with the 
help of the United Methodist 

Left, pp. 14-15: The Women 's Training 
Center in Maputo, Mozambique, teaches 
economic skills and stresses Bible study. 
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Church in Switzerland, local resi
dents constructed a one-room 
school. Children now are taught 
lessons in reading, science, and 
math. They receive moral instruc
tion, participate in activities, and, 
on occasion, even get meals. 

The school teaches first through 
sixth grade and plans a session for 
seventh graders in the near future. 
At this juncture, the govenunent 
has approved accreditation only for 
grades 1-4 because of the school's 
limited resources and insufficient 
teaching space. 

The children sang a closing 
song as we parted company. It was 
translated from Portuguese as fol
lows: "Our school is very poor. It is 
a room without chairs and all that 
we need. But we are blessed with a 
teacher who instructs us in things
and we learn." 

ANGOLA 
Stability For Young Lives 
Among the many programs that 
benefit from contributions sent to 
the Bishops' Appeal, "Hope for the 
Children of Africa," are nine social 
centers located in impoverished 
areas of the Weste n Angola Annual 
Conference. Initial support for the 
centers came from the General 
Board of Global Ministries and the 
United Methodist Church in 
Norway. The work is sustained by 
ongoing contributions from the 
GBGM and the church in Norway. 
Other nongovenunental organiza
tions and individual supporters 
also provide ongoing support. 

These centers provide educa
tion, social services, nutrition, and 
health care. They also serve as dis
tribution stations for food and 
clothing. Their priority needs are 
prayers, salaries for teachers, trans
portation, food, school materials, 
and Portuguese-language books for 
the library. 

Five of the social centers have 
health stations with preventive and 
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educational program . Children are 
able to get vaccinations and mental
health counseling there. Many of 
the children have been traumatized 
by Angola's civil war. 

Typical among the nine centers 
operated by the Western Angola 
Annual Conference is Muarana 
Daycare Center, a preschool pro
gram that opened in 1988 under the 
direction of Marilina De Carvalho. 
An outreach of the Muarana United 
Methodist Church, the program 
began with 53 children. More than 
25 others had to be turned away 
because of insufficient space. The 
staff consists of the director, three 
assistants, and a cook. 

Berit Stromme, a missionary 
with the United Methodist Church 
in Norway, manages the Methodist 
Guest House in Muarana and 
works two days a week at the day
care center. Part of the Guest House 
income goes toward the operation 
of the nine centers. 

With special training in child
hood education, Stromme has held 
workshops to enhance the skills of 
the permanent staff. At first the 
women of Muarana were unwilling 
to limit class size. But Stromme con
vinced them that it was better to 
offer quality care for a limited num
ber of children than to provide poor 
care for more children than the cen
ter could serve. 

Stromme speaks of the difficul
ty of continuing a much-needed 
feeding program, often the only 
source of sustenance for children 
living in the poorest regions. "We 
are helping numerous street chil
dren, some of them as young as 10," 
she says. "For a while, we were 
transporting them to the center 
daily, but now our vehicle is 
beyond repair, so we serve the 
neighborhood children that we can. 
Some of the street children still 
attempt to walk to the various cen
ters, but the distance is generally 

too great. The street 
children look to us 
for structure and sta
bility in their lives. 
They tell us they 
want to learn skills
to read, to write, to 
type. Many of them 
ask about new tech
nologies, but we are 
without computers 
and teachers who 
have been trained to 
use them." 

Brenda Wilkinson (standing, left) is greeted by children at the 
Muarana Daycare Center, operated by the Western Angola 
Annual Conference. 

De Carvalho noted 
that the cut-off point 
for working with 
young adults in the 
center is age 18-
adding that "we 
have had to make 
exceptions." She told 
about one desperate 
young woman who, 
at age 20, wanted to 
learn to read. "She 
was an orphan with 
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no immediate family members and 
had never been taught how to spell 
or write her name," De Carvalho 
explained. "Once we teach older 
students basic academic skills, we 
try to introduce them to a trade. It is 
sad to see 14-, 15-, and even 20-
year-old students starting school 
for the first time. But this is where 
the many years of civil turmoil in 
our country has left us." 

More than 25 years of civil con
flict, fueled by oil revenue and dia
mond smuggling, has resulted in 
the deaths of more than a million 
Angolans. Among the casualties of 
fighting, famine, and landmine 
explosions are tens of thousands of 
children. In January 2000, UNICEF 
described Angola as " the worst 
place on earth for children" and 
projected that 30 percent of them 
will die before they reach age five. 

"Still," Marilina De Carvalho 
implores, "we must not give up. We 
must find a means of helping these 
otherwise forgotten children. As 
United Methodists, we must 
respond to their urgent needs for 
food, housing, clothing, health care, 
and education, advocating for last
ing peace for our children." 

Faces Sparkling Bright 
There must have been more than 
100 bright faces. Like sparkling jew
els, the children surrounded me in a 
sheltered area outside Moses 
United Methodist Church in 
Kazensa, a rural region of Angola. 
The pastor, the Rev. Nobre Jorge 
Miranda, had let me excuse myself 
from the worship service to join the 
children in their special place-an 
open air circle of cemented bricks. 
This space had been created to 
allow more room in the main sanc
tuary for adults and older children 
in a 1000-member congregation. 

The little ones in the outdoor 
circle welcomed me with a song. 
Then came impressive poetry 
recitations unlike anything I had 
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witnessed among American clill
dren of the same age. I did not need 
an English translation to detect the 
pride and forthrightness with 
which these clilldren stepped for
ward and let their Portuguese 
words flow. 

In the rhythmic song and dance 
of the African children, I was 
reminded of African American 
clilldren who perform the same 
kind of stomp dance. I saw the 
same intricate hair-braiding so pop
ular today with African American 
girls. Indeed, culture is strong and 
can survive time and distance. 

As an African American, I felt 
proud and blessed to be standing 
there in the company of these clill
dren and wished my arms could 
encircle them all with the love I felt. 
Longing to give something back, I 
reached in my purse to retrieve a 
special children's book entitled 
Gingersnaps (Hyperion Books: NY 
1998). The book offers daily verses 
to raise awareness and lift self
esteem among African American 
clilldren. With the bishop's assis
tant translating, I read: "I am a 
proud clilld of African descent" and 
continued with the affirmations 
that celebrate Black culture: dark 
skin, the texture of black hair, the 
fullness of lips-"beautiful gifts of 
the ancestors," the little book reads. 
The clilldren begged for more, and I 
closed with a favorite: "I am a 
chocolate-colored clilld. That's one 
of the reasons I'm so sweet." The 
clilldren smiled as we said good
bye, pleased to be affirmed. 

These bright, well-mannered, 
courageous children-so warm and 
willing to give of themselves-are 
eager to display their talents and 
curious to hear something new. 
One can only imagine how they 
would blossom in a better world. 0 

A girl recites poetry at the Muarana 
Daycare Center in Angola. 



Ruby and Don Walters 
of North Dakota and Dr. 
David Harsh of Wiscon
sin took photos on the 
1999 Mission Study Tour 
to Dakar, Senegal, spon
sored by the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

1-Children in Senegal. 
2-At Jacob's Workshop, 
equipment is repaired for 
two United Methodist fit
ness centers in Dakar, pro
viding an income and skills 
training for young men. 
3-The Fall sisters attend 
Mboa United Methodist 
Church in Dakar. 4-A 
woman cooks for the study
tour group. 5, 6, 7-Young 
women and their children 
at the Home of Hope for 
Girls in Distress in Dakar. 
8-A student attends a 
United Methodist spon
sored youth meeting. 







9-The tour group met this young woman at an isolated village. 10-Gabriel Saydee, who manages the 
Horticulture Development Program for the United Methodist Church in Senegal, checks a rooftop garden 
in Dakar. 11-A market scene in Dakar. 12-A young woman attends a United Methodist-sponsored 
youth meeting. 13-A mosque. 14-A woman knits at the Women's Skill Center, a United Methodist pro
gram in Dakar. 15-A young woman the group met along the road. 16-Through a United Methodist
sponsored program at the Grand Yoff Center in Dakar, meals are served to 100 children twice a week. 
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by Clyde A. Anderson The Cry of 
UGANDA'S CHILDREN 
What does abundant life mean for 
the children of Uganda? 

I encountered Mary and Agnes 
on the streets of Kampala, Uganda. 
Mary is 11 years old and Agnes is 
12. At night they scrounge for food 
in garbage cans. Occasionally, they 
break and enter peoples' homes to 
find food. Time and time again, 
they have been caught and 
returned to their grandfather, who 
cannot cope with them. Beating 
them for their misdemeanors only 
made matters worse. And paying 
their school fees did not help 

' because they did not attend school. 
Their mother is dead and no one 
knows their father. 

Because Ugandan children are 
often left with grandparents, 
teenage siblings, or other relatives, 
discipline and care become a prob
lem. Promiscuity, delinquency, 
teenage pregnancies, and violence 
have become commonplace. 

Effie is about 16. She has the 
body of a woman but is mentally 
handicapped, with the mind of a 
child. Effie is raped about once or 
twice a year. For her part, she has 
never harmed anyone. She simply 
roams the Gountryside, clutching 
her baby-the result of a previous 
rape. Her parents care for her ten
derly; but time and time again, 
depraved individuals seize and 
defile her, leaving her a sobbing, 
shattered wreck. 

These children are the future of 
Uganda, and these children are 
being destroyed. 

Health Concerns 
In every village and hamlet, 
Uganda's children are plagued by 
limited resources. The faces of the 

children show signs of emotional, 
physical, and mental stress. Their 
bodies are fragile, tormented, and 
assaulted by the daily struggle of 
street living. They are victims of 
neglect, war, homelessness, and 
diseases of all kinds. The health 
conditions in Uganda are even 
poorer than those of other develop
ing countries in the region. 

Thirty-eight percent of all 
Ugandan children suffer from 
chronic malnutrition, and fewer 
than 50 percent are fully immu
nized. Two-thirds of all births occur 
without any support from health 
workers, and five out of every 200 

Jesus said: 
"I came that they 

may have life, and 
have it abundantly." 

Qohn 10:10b) 

mothers die in childbirth. Fifty-one 
percent of the population lives 
more than 19 miles from a health 
center. 

To improve conditions, Uganda 
Children's Fund Inc. (UCFI) has 
begun several projects, including 
the Luzira Children's Medical 
Polyclinic, the Kampala Street 
Children Project, and a clean-water 
system. The goal is to provide med
ical services to a densely populated 
village near an urban area and to 
introduce to rural Uganda the same 
potable water technology currently 
used in the rural United States. The 
founders of UCFI are determined to 
do their small part to rescue at least 
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some of the children whose lives 
have been devastated. 

AIDS has hit Uganda hard. 
Many parents have died, leaving 
behind young children with no 
extended family to care for them. 
These outcast orphans soon become 
victims of the streets and their 
lives usually spiral downward. 
According to a recent World Health 
Organization (WHO) survey, at 
least 10 Ugandan children in every 
100 are orphans, and the numbers 
continue to grow. WHO stresses 
how vital it is for each and every 
community to pledge itself to the 
fight against HIV I AIDS. The 
United Methodist Church of 
Uganda and various other commu
nity groups are pursuing ways to 
change this dismal reality. 

The Rev. Daniel Wandabula, 
district superintendent of the 
Kampala-Jinja District of the East 
Africa Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, says: 
"We hope for Uganda's children. 
We hope for their present and we 
hope for their future. They are gen
tle gems of God's creation, and we 
hope for them-for those who are 
abused, neglected, and ignored. 
Those who are abducted by rebels 
and no longer have a life of their 
own, we hope for them. We hope 
for Uganda's children who are the 
products of poverty, homelessness, 
hunger, and poor health care." 

Child Soldiers 
More than 8000 children between 
the ages of 7 and 16 have been 
abducted in northern Uganda. In 
what has been called "one of the 
most egregious examples of the use 
of child soldiers," these children 
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Above: A Sunday morning worship service at Wanyange 
United Methodist Church in Jinja, Uganda. Page 22: A young 
orphan tends cattle in Jinja, Uganda. Local United Methodist 
churches have opened orphanages for children whose parents 
were lost to war or AIDS. 

Uganda takes a 
holistic approach 
to minis try with 
these children. 
The church seeks 
to minister to the 
spiritual, social, 
and economic 
needs of children 
by providing com
m unit y -based 
health care, educa
tion, ministries for 
women and chil
dren, and support 
for income-gener-
a ting projects. 

have been ripped from the security 
of their families and conscripted 
into the so-called "Lord's 
Resistance Army" (LRA). They are 
then chiseled into obedient rebel 
soldiers through starvation, beat
ings, and torture. The child soldiers 
are forced to raid, burn, and loot 
villages and to murder their own 
people. Any abducted child or chil
dren who try to escape are mur
dered by other children, who are 
forced at gunpoint to beat, stab, or 
hack them to death. A great many 
of these abducted children die at 
the hands of their captors. 

Girls who are abducted are 
beaten, raped, and given to rebel 
commanders as sex sla s, cooks, 
porters, and soldiers. According to 
a recent report, 100 percent of these 
girls suffer from sexually transmit
ted diseases. Those who do manage 
to escape often find their villages 
charred and plundered, their fami
lies dead or lost. This is particular
ly true since almost 500,000 .reople 
have been forced into so-called 
"protected villages." That is nearly 
half the population of the northern 
districts. 

The Sound of Hope 
Uganda's children are crying and 
are hoping for lives without pain. 
The United Methodist Church of 

"Our children have been sub-
jected to too many economic, social, 
physical, and political storms," says 
Wandabula. "The time has come to 
erase these unhealthy systems so 
that our children can experience a 
wholesome future, coupled with 
happiness." 

In Matthew 21:12, Jesus over
turned the money changers' tables 
in the temple. What strikes me is 
the boldness of Jesus' challenge to 
the status quo. In 1999 alone, 40 
percent of Uganda's orphans died 
of illnesses related to HIV I AIDS. 
Against this bleak background, we 
need quiet, unsung heroes-men 
and women who will make sacri
fices to challenge the ignorance, 
apathy, and fatalism of others. 

The church will never rest 
when even one person is not free to 
share in the abundant life promised 
by God. The Lord will ask us: 
"What did you do when they 
oppressed my children? What did 
you do when they detained people 
without trial? What did you do 
when I asked you to be the voice of 
the voiceless?" 

Bishop J. Alfred Ndoricimpa, 
episcopal leader of the East Africa 
Annual Conference, testifies that 
the sound of Africa is not just the 
sound of violence and war. "It is the 
sound of children playing and 
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laughing," he affirms. " It is the 
sound of people singing God's 
praise. It is the sound of hope. The 
children have hope because we 
trust in Hirn who won the victory at 
Calvary. We believe that one day 
we will overcome these difficulties. 
That is why we cannot stop educat
ing the children and caring for 
them. It is why we must stand 
together to nurture this faith and 
hope that lives in our children. As 
the church, we must do it now." 

The cry of Uganda's children is 
our business. It is our business to 
nurture their hope for the future. 
Our tears for them must not be 
empty; they must take the form of 
gifts that will translate into real 
ministries to ease the plight of these 
children of God. That is the way we 
can provide hope for the children 
of Africa. 0 

Clyde A. Anderson is an executive in 
the Mission Contexts and Relation
ships Program Area of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

The United Methodist Church of 
Uganda has developed an East 
Africa Annual Conference Com
prehensive Plan. This plan identifies 
the following priorities for the 2001-
2004 quadrennium: 

• Evangelization, church growth, 
and discipleship 

• Leadership development 
• Community development 
• Development of the infrastructure 
• Stewardship education 
• Work with women, children, 

and youth 
• Communication and publication 
• Transportation needs for the 

clergy 
• Environmental concerns 
• Work with refugees and 

displaced pers9ns 





A Suggested Order of Worship 
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Clyde Anderson, Executive Secretary I Mission Contexts and Relationships, 
General Board of Global Ministries 

Opening Words 
God inspired the prophets of old who foretold the great promise of a Messiah. Many genera
tions lived in expectation, hoping this promise would be fulfilled in their day. We also live in a 
day of anticipation, knC?wing Christ will return to us and to the "Children of Africa" whose lives are 
often shattered by civil disobedience and economic deprivation. Throughout the church year, let 
us remember the "Children of Africa" who need our support and our prayers. 

Hymn of Celebration 
Suggested Hymns 

• "Canticle of Hope," No. 734 
• "God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale," No. 122 
• "Hope of the World," No. 178 
• "Hymn of Promise," No. 707 
• "My Hope Is Built," No. 368 
• "O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines," No. 729 
• "We Shall Overcome," No. 533 

Congregational Prayer (in unison) 
Loving God our creator, we thank you for your son, Jesus, the Savior of the world. In the same 
breath, we remember the "Children of Africa" who need us-our embrace, our prayers, our 
resources-for a transformed environment in which to live. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Hope Candle 
(As a candle is lighted, the leader may say the following.) 
Today, the Candle of Hope is lighted. May it serve to remind us of God's great promise to 
humanity and assure us God always keeps promises. May it also remind us "Children of Africa" 
are expecting the same Christ, who promised he would be with them throughout the seasons of 
their lives. 

Hymn 
(Select an appropriate hymn from the above list.) 

Childrens Moment 
(Use this opportunity to tell about the Bishops' Appeal: Hope for 

the Children of Africa. Focus on the importance of embracing 
those of whom Jesus said, "Let the little children come to 
. me, .. .for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven 

belongs" (Matthew 19:14). 



A Litany for the Children of Africa 
Leader: For the many bruised and abused children in Burundi, Rwanda, 

Liberia, Angola, Mozambique, Kenya, Somalia, Uganda and other 
countries who have lost hope in the midst of conflict and war, 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: For Africa's children who are emotionally, physically and 
mentally fragile, ridiculed, tormented and taunted, 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: For Africa's children who beg on the streets daily for bread 
to eat and clean water to drink, 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: For Africa's children who are victims of war, neglect, homelessness 
and death from diseases of all kinds, 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: For Africa's children who cannot walk, talk, see, dance, jump and 
play like other children, 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: For Africa's children who are without hope and for children with 
hope to spare and to share, 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 

Ministry of Gil'ing 
Insert an index card in each worship bulletin. Invite the congregation to write prayers of hope for 
the children of Africa on the index cards and to place the cards, along with their offerings, in the 
offering plate or in a separate basket. later, post these prayers of hope prominently throughout 
the church as visible reminders of the congregation's commitment to the children of Africa. 

Scripture Reading (suggested passages) 
• Isaiah 2:1-5 • Psalm 33:17-18; 71:12-16; 72:1-19; 
• Matthew 3:1-12 80:1-7; 122; and 147:11 
• Mark 13:32-37 • Romans 13:11-14; 15:13 
• Hebrews 11 :1 • I Corinthians 1 :3-9; 13 

• Revelation 22:2 

Special Music 
Sermon 

Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
Invitational Hymn 

Closing Prayer 
Recessional 
Benediction 

Postlude 

For more information about "Hope for the Children of AfHca, • 
visit our Web site at http://gbgm-umc.org/hope/ 



A few ideas to promote "Hope for the 
Children of Africa" any time of the year! 

Hello Friends: 

We are e ciled about the results of our 
"Hop "conference aero lhe country 
Here are ome additional idea that will 
work for group , congregations or indi
vidual who want lD get involved in sup
porting "Hope for the Children of Africa." 
l f you've tried omething and want to 
hare il, /el u know! 

Hope, lov , joy and peace. 

(Jd!cAutaJt J/'(/1e,,_/ 
Celinda J. Hughes 
Accounl Execulive, Markeling Team 
Uni led Mell10di l Communicalion 
chughe @umcom.umc.org 

P . Remember lo include lhe 11opc for l /Je 
Cl1ildren of Africa Advance # 10 1000-4 on your 
check , payable lo your local church. 

* Honor someone you love by contributing 
a gift in his or her name. 

* Celebrating a wedding, anniversary or 
birthday? Request financial gifts for the 
children of Africa instead. 

* Establish a memorial gift in memory of 
someone special. 

* Make a gift to "Hope" as a baby's 
baptismal gift. 

* Celebrate Christmas by decorating a 
"Hope" tree with currency. Dedicate the 
tree in a worship service. 

* Decorate three boxes with gift wrap and 
celebrate Epiphany by bringing gifts for 
the children of Africa. Costumes? Why 
not? Christmas can be celebrated 
year-round. 

* Design greeting cards with a picture of 
the children of your church to be shared 
with the children of Africa. Send them 
to the conference office of your partner 
conference. 

* Ask family members to make gifts to 
"Hope for the Children of Africa" instead 
of exchanging gifts. 

* Have children write prayers for the 
children of Africa and enclose a photo 
of themselves. Send to your partner 
conference. 

-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-An Intercessory Prayer for the Children of Africa 
By Rev. J. 0 . Amwago Rungu, First UMC, Norwalk, Conn. 

Loving God, w l/1ank you for your world filled wilh c/Jildren ... 
Who e miles can di arm an angry word, 

Who e hu& break througl1 the grit of worry, 
Who e per i tence cau e u to reconsider our re pon e , 

Who e pre nee can unma k any pretending and w/10 e antic can 
produce laugh and /Jug from us. 

0 Lord, on bel1alf of tl1e cl1ildn n of Africa, we pray urround them, and all the world 's 
children, wilh your care. ome live on the treet . Otlier are gnawed b · hunger. Some 

cower in fear of' another beating, w/Jil other work /Jard for litll or no pay. 

/\ you 11 eived Jillie children, may we al o receiVi them in our mid t, and in our church 

In tl1e name or Je u , who love cl1ildren, we offi r t /Ji pra er. 





MOTHER 

Mother Wleh's Orphanage and the 
Bishop Craig Home in Liberia 

by John Coleman 

Visitors, you are welcome, you are welcome, 
you are welcome ... 

The lilting, harmonious voices of children promptly 
serenaded us when we arrived at Mother Wleh's 
Orphanage in August 1999. We were in Paynesville, 
Liberia, just outside the capital city of Monrovia. The 
Rev. Anna S. Kpaan, superintendent of the Monrovia 
district, had brought us there to see love in action, the 
kind of perfect love that can truly cast out fear. 
Several dozen children, who had gathered on the front 
porch, welcomed us with music and with bright-eyed, 
heart-tugging smiles. They seemed happy to be there. 

Their sweet voices and smiles showed little of the pain 
and fear many of them had suffered from a bloody, pro
tracted civil war-a war that all but destroyed their 
country and killed or dispersed their families . 
Fortunately, that war had recently ended, and the 
nation was trying to build a stable peace. 

When I remember what the Lord has done, 
I will never turn back no more ... 

The children sang one faith-inspired song after 
another-a repertoire that bespoke their own tested 
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them if they could. But 
what they have done 
with this simple four
room home, with 
cement walls and 
floors, is remarkable. 

faith . Within mo
ments, one strong 
soprano voice rose 
above the others. It 
belonged to 12-year
old Jacqueline Ricks. 
Neatly attired in a ruf
fled white dress, her 
dark, almond-shaped 
eyes calmly focused, 
she rocked slightly 
from side to side, 
singing her solo in a 
voice of astonishing 
timbre. 

Left: A church destroyed in Liberia 's civil war. Right: The newly built 
Bishop Judith Craig Home. Above: One of Mother Wleh's orphaned chil
dren. Page 25: Esther ("Mother") Wleh and her husband, William Wleh. 

During our visit, 
there were 36 appar
ently healthy children 
living there, ranging in 
age from 3 to 16. All 
were victims of war, 
their parents either 
killed or missing. 

I don't know what tomorrow will bring, 
but I do know that the Lord will be by my side ... 

"I was in the war in 1990," Jacqueline later told us. 
She was shy but articulate and polite. "Now I have no 
mother or father or anyone waiting for me." 

She was barely four months old when her parents 
died, and Liberia was engaged in civil war. Her grand
mother took care of her for two years. Then, when her 
grandmother became ill and knew she was about to 
die, she asked friends to find a caretaker for her young 
charge. The search was futile until they found Esther 
Wleh, a local hospital nurse with a magnanimous love 
for children. 

Jacqueline has been at Mother Wleh's ever since. 
She likes to cook and help care for the other children, 
and she gives them medicine when they're sick. She 
wants to be a nurse someday like her guardian and 
mentor. But, clearly, what she enjoys most is singing. 

To Welcome and Embrace 
There are thousands of Liberian children who, like 
Jacqueline, have lost or been separated from their par
ents. Esther "Mother" Wleh, 54, and her husband, 
William Wleh, 66, would welcome and embrace all of 

Among their meager accommodations were army cots, 
small bags of clothes, sandals, simple eating utensils, 
pencils, and school composition books. Some of the 
children had been brought there by soldiers from ECO
MOG, the African international peacekeeping force 
responsible for helping to end the fighting in Liberia. 
The Wlehs had found other children wandering alone 
and had brought them home. 

Josephine was three when her mother was killed 
by rebel soldiers. Mother Wleh saw her sitting on the 
side of a road-lost, scared, and confused. She prompt
ly took her home. Now 16, Josephine is the oldest child 
at Mother Wleh's and helps to care for the others. 

"We put God first," said William Wleh, a gentle 
grandfather, "and the same God who directed us to 
come here also sent these children to us." He said he 
feels nervous when he travels overnight, knowing that 
the children are there without him. He and his wife 
have been married since 1966 and have raised seven of 
their own children. "We are happy to have children 
around, making noise, sharing their laughter with us," 
he explained. 

"I love caring for children," said Mother Wleh. She 
has been doing it since she was 17. She has always used 
her nurse's salary to buy food and medicines and to 
send her children to school. Some who have grown up 
and left her home sometimes send money back to help. 
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"We were doing it all by ourselves for awhile," she 
said, "but in 1997 we had to start appealing to NGOs 
(nongovernmental organizations) for help. We sent out 
many letters but kept getting rejections. Finally one 
organization gave us flour, beans and oil." 

Her dogged efforts have since brought in addition
al modest aid to help buy rice, wheat, and medicines. 
But Liberia has a depressed economy and an infra
structure that will undoubtedly take years to recover 
from the devastation of war and social upheaval. 
Meanwhile countless numbers of children continue to 
lack food, medicine, secure homes, and stable, loving 
families. 

The Bishop Craig Home 
Knowing that many more children need the kind of 
shelter and nurture that she provides, Mother Wleh can 
look forward to the opening of a new United Methodist 
home for unaccompanied children in Liberia. The 
Liberia Annual Conference is building this home only a 
few miles away from her small orphanage. Envisioned 
by Liberian Bishop Arthur Kulah and named for 
Bishop Judith Craig, whose West Ohio Conference has 
given major support to the project, the multifaceted 
complex of blue and white buildings is expected to 
house 500 children. It will include dorm rooms, dining 
and recreational facilities, a school, and a chapel. More 
importantly, it will have a staff of trained caretakers to 
meet the various needs of young residents. 

"Our children, like children everywhere, need spe
cial care," said the Rev. Anna Kpaan, during a tour of 
the unfinished home. She described children who are 

Below: Mother Wleh's children. There are 36 at her orphanage in 
Monrovia, Liberia. Right: Jacqueline Ricks, age 12, who "sings like 
an angel," the author says. She was an infant when her parents died 
in Liberia's civil war. 

poorly clothed and malnourished-some with no 
knowledge of their parents' whereabouts or whether 
their parents are alive or dead. Some are years behind 
in starting school now that the war is over. Some still 
fear for their safety and continue to suffer nightmares 
caused by war. 

"Some of our children know nothing but war 
because they were forced to fight as soldiers," said 
Kpaan. She explained that the new home will try to 
offer counseling and workshops to foster reconciliation 
and healing among traumatized children. "We have to 
help our children make the adjustment to peace," she 
said, "where they can feel safe, and loved, and hopeful 
again. Despite all that's happened," she added, " if 
today we can focus on giving our children love and 
care the way Mother Wleh does, then we can begin to 
solve Africa's problems." 0 

John Coleman is a freelance writer and communications con
sultant to the Community and Institutional Ministries 
Program Area of the General Board of Global Ministries. 

• '!, ' .... • •. 
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On July 22, 1999, The United Methodist Church made history when 
the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) commissioned 54 
new missionaries at the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation in Kitwe, 
Zambia. Of these 54 "Missioners of Hope," 47 are Africans, coming 
from countries that in the past have only received missionaries. The 
Rev. Dr. John McCullough, associate general secretary for Mission 
Personnel at the GBGM, talked with Lesley Crosson, director of Public 
Relations, about the missioners' significance in a new mission age. 

LC: It sometimes appears that hope has taken a recess, 
especially in some of the refugee camps in Africa 
where children live. 

JM: In my experience of refugee camps and other 
impoverished areas on the African continent, I have 
alw ays found children with smiling faces, energy, and 
a real sense of hopefulness about the future. People 
who have been mired in poverty and human chaos all 
their lives don' t know what it is like not to be in those 
conditions. They just know that there has to be some
thing better and they're looking forward to it. 

LC: So the Missioners of Hope ministry is not about 
bringing or restoring hope but about nurturing hope 
that is already there. 

JM: That is absolutely correct. We are talking about 
ministries that are empowering people who are 
thought to be powerless. These people already have a 
deep abiding faith. They have a vision. We're talking 
about helping people use the talents, abilities, skills, 
and spirit they already have to achieve a better future 
for themselves and their communities. 

LC: We have missionaries all over Africa, but I'm get
ting a sense that the Missioners of Hope are different. 

JM: The Missioners of Hope are focused on serving the 
needs of children . Traditionally, those who have served 
in mission have worked with an adult community. In 
this case, the ministries are designed to enable the mis
sioners to work with children where they are. 

LC: When you say "work with children where they 
are," do you mean that in a physical sense, an emo
tional sense, or a spiritual sense? 

JM: It is about physically working in the environments 
where the children are, but it's much more. Some peo
ple who serve as Missioners of Hope will have specific 
skills as strong advocates on behalf of children. They 
will work with governments, businesses, families, 
church leaders, and others in the private sector to help 
provide the resources needed to care for children. Not 
all Missioners of Hope will work directly with chil
dren, but their work will be directed toward meeting 
children's needs. 

Top left: African missioners commissioned at the July celebration. 
Center: Bishops officiate at the commissioning service in Zambia 
(left to right): John Hopkins of Minnesota, Arthur Kulah of Liberia, 
retired UM bishop Forrest C. Stith, and Kainda Katembo of the 
Southern Congo Conference. An interpreter is beside the podium. 
Bottom: Choir from Chimwemwe Catholic Women 's Organization. 
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LC: Bishop Joseph Bumper of 
Sierra Leone said that, with all the 
conflicts and wars that have 
uprooted people all over Africa, 
people are constantly moving. Thus 
we need to have ministries that fol
low the people instead of having a 
center where people must come for 
services. It sounds as though 
Missioners of Hope will operate 
along those lines. 

JM: That's true. The Missioners of 
Hope ministry challenges the 
church to find nontraditional, non
conventional ways of helping chil
dren. It's not just about building a 
Sunday school, creating a program, 
and then asking the children to 
come. It is about designing min
istries to meet the children's needs 
-physically, psychologically, emo
tionally, and spiritually. 

Following this approach also 
means that national boundaries 
count for very little. Even now, 
large numbers of Sierra Leoneans 
are crossing into Liberia. They may 
be there for several months or for 
the rest of their lives. They may go 
from there to Nigeria. People are 
constantly on the move. So, on the 
African continent, there are chil
dren who have never had the stable 
base of a home community. Many 
children don't even know what an 
ethnic or tribal community is. 

LC: That seems to strike at the very 
heart of African culture. 

JM: The elders of traditional 
African society experience life very 
differently from the young people. 
The political establishment, repre
senting the elders of African society, 
and the young people in colleges 
and universities have different 
understandings of the context in 
which they live. These younger 
people grow up with a broader 
understanding of the world than 
their parents and ancestors had. 

LC: Is there a time limit on the 
terms of service of the Missioners of 
Hope? How are they recruited? 

JM: We hope that each missioner 
will serve for at least two years. 
We're not talking about people who 
necessarily have professional expe
rience or training. We're drawing 
from the full range of human 
resources in the church. 

We look for the African confer
ences to be very active in recruiting 
people. Through this program we 

we're shifting again. It is a shift that 
acknowledges significant numbers 
of people from Africa, Latin 
America, and Asia as critical to mis
sion leadership and service. I sus
pect that, by the year 2020, we will 
be looking at an overwhelming 
majority of missionaries who come 
from places other than North 
America. 

LC: How will we explain that to 
people whose idea of a missionary 
is a person from North America 

"Tlzis program puts us 011 tlze verge 
l~f a new mission age." 

who goes to serve in 
an underdeveloped 
country? 

The Rev. Dr. John McCullough. 

hope to make a substantial effort to 
identify and place missionaries 
from Africa. We already know that 
North Americans have a love affair 
with mission. This program pro
vides an opportunity for African 
Christians to participate more 
actively in mission leadership. 

I think this program puts us on 
the verge of a new mission age. 
First we went through an era when 
missionaries came out of a Euro
pean context. Then we shifted to 
missionaries from North America. 
Now, as a new millennium begins, 
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JM: I think it is part 
of the creative activity of God. The 
General Board of Global Ministries 
does not call missionaries. God calls 
whomever God chooses. That's 
always been part of the mystery of 
faith. God calls us out of God's own 
awareness of the realities of the 
world and the needs of people. 

As The United Methodist 
Church, we will have to learn-just 
as European partners had to 
learn-that mission will evolve in 
different ways and will not always 
be about us. Eventually it will be 
about others. Two hundred years 
ago America was a mission frontier. 
One day we'll be back in that same 
position. 

LC: What is the future for mission 
in Africa? 

JM: I envision a time when people 
will not be confined by national 
boundaries and identities. Though 
Ecclesiastes says, "there is nothing 
new under the sun" (1 :9b), in mis
sion something new is happening. 
Our new mission in Africa calls us 
to work with children in a way that 
will help them see stability as their 
reality. Then they will want, hope 
for, and work for it. God's activity 
in mission is still in progress. 0 
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What Missioners 
of Hope Mean 

to Africa 
by Levi Williams 

In Africa, 
God is doing a 
new thing (Is. 
43:19). For the last 
500 years, we 
Africans have 
been recipients of 

the Gospel. The sending of African 
Missioners of Hope makes us both 
recipients and carriers of the baton, 
as in a relay race. Now that we have 
received the Gospel, we must run 
with it and spread it as well. 

In these missioners, the chil
dren of Africa will have someone 
with whom they can identify. The 
missioners come from the same 

struggles, the same problems, and 
the same backgrounds as they. So, 
when the children hear them say: "I 
know what you've been through. I 
know poverty, I know sickness, I 
know all these things," they will be 
able to relate. 

Sending Missioners of Hope 
puts the church in Africa in a 
unique position. It is historical 
because we are connecting to the 
past. If you read the Bible, you will 
find that wherever Paul took the 
Gospel, he allowed the local leaders 
to stimulate church growth. Letting 
the local community take responsi
bility for the spreading of the 
Gospel and the propagation of the 
Word makes the church in Africa a 
mature church that has come of age. 
The people are responding to the 
Gospel in Africa in great numbers. 
The training and sending of the 
Missioners of Hope is a challenge 
and a great responsibility. 

These people who have been 
sent forth are trailblazers, pioneers, 
and ambassadors. They will make a 
difference by preparing the way for 
others to come and establish the 
kingdom of God in Africa. 0 

The Rev. Levi Williams is dean and 
acting president of Bangor School of 
Theology, the only ecumenical 
college in Liberia. He served 
as counselor to the Missioners 
of Hope during their train
ing and orientation. 

Top left: Levi Williams. Top right: US Missioner Tom Algiers, assigned to Mozambique, drives a trimobile he invented for amputee . 
Above: Two Missioners of Hope, Robin Elise Barr of the United States and Della Denice Stoffels of South Africa, Ii ten to a story at the 
training session in Zambia. 
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Testimonies 
from Missioners 

of Hope 

by K. Rich,ird Tonnonlah 

K. Richard Tonnonlah, a Missioner of 
Hope in Meru, Kenya, wrote his 
thoughts about his own assignment 
and interviewed two other missioners 
for this report. 

Street Children in Kenya 
According to the laws of Kenya, 
juveniles should attend approved 
schools or rehabilitation centers. 
But the government does not have 
enough schools and centers to look 
after all the children of 
the nation. So the 
Methodist Church in 
Kenya (MCK), Kaaga 
Circuit, came up with 
the idea of opening a 
street children 's reha
bilitation center. 

The center officially 
opened on November 
14, 1999, with 12 chil
dren, ages 5 to 12. 
Though the dormitory 
can house 27, a lack of 
funding and supplies 
limits the number of 
residential children the 
center can accept. 

Meru. I hear with sorrow of the cir
cumstances that drove them to live 
on the streets. "We, as children of 
Kenya, are considered the property 
of our extended families," one child 
laments. "But we are on the streets 
looking for food ." With economic 
difficulties, families have turned 
their backs on extended-family ties. 

Can you imagine a two-year
old girl saying that she exists on 
drugs for days, weeks, and months 
at a time? Another five-year-old girl 
told me that her mother died from 
HIV I AIDS three years ago and her 
father d ied a year later, leaving 
three orphans. The community 
rejected them, so they are on the 
streets. The oldest brother is eight. 

and a charge from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The children at the center 
are excited that the General Board 
of Global Ministries has sent them 
Missioners of Hope. 

Africans Working With Africans 
Missioner Innocent Afful is glad to 
be a missioner in Liberia working 
with the Women's Training Center. 
"I was really surprised at the kind 
of hospitality I received upon my 
arrival," he said. Afful said working 
as a missioner is fine, especially 
when an African is working with 
other Africans-because, he said, 
"we are able to share our work, sor
row, and pain together." 

Child ren's Ministry 
Matthew B. Williams 
affirmed that the 
Missioners of Hope 
program has helped 
him form new views, 
new perspectives, and 
new relationships with 
the children of Africa. 
He sees his role as a 
chance to help children 
in their growth and 
development. 

According to the 
Kenyan government 
statistics, in 1999 there 
were about 265 street 
children in the city of 

Missioner Richard Tonnonlah of Liberia receives communion from Bishop 
Kainda Katembo of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

"Working in the 
children's ministry of 
the Liberia Annual 
Conference has been a 
truly wonderful expe
rience," Williams said, 
" though not always 
easy. The Pan-African 
orientation for mis-

Meru alone. In a statement from the 
Kaaga Circuit superintendent, the 
Rev. Elijah Mwirigi, the MCK 
agreed to build the firs t dormitory, 
with a dining hall and kitchen, to 
house 12 children and five staff 
members. Mwirigi also said that the 
program has a feeding center for 
other street children. 

I work w ith the street children 
and listen to their stories here in 

According to their stories, these 
children are left abandoned, live in 
m ortal danger, and are sexually 
abused . They may gamble, drink, 
smoke, or use drugs in order to live 
and sleep in the cold open air of 
Meru. Their physical, educational, 
emotional, social, and spiritual 
needs go unmet. 

For me, working with street 
children is not a job but a calling 
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sioners in Zambia has 
really helped us shape a new per
spective on the children, the society, 
an d the mission of The United 
Methodist Church, both in Africa 
and in the United States. 

The General Board of Global 
Ministries should continue the Pan
African orientation and add more 
practical courses to prepare candi
dates to be witnesses of hope for 
African children." 0 
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by Jim McDermott 

W 
e in the United States may 
have a false sense of com

.__ _ _, fort from some recent suc
cesses in the battle against AIDS. 
Modem drug treatments such as 
the AIDS "cocktail" can allow peo
ple who are HIV-positive or who 
have developed AIDS to coexist 
with the disease. Still, the battle 
here is far from over, especially 
among minority populations. And 
in Africa the battle is unrelenting. 
There are 11 million AIDS orphans 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
The result of a recent reawakening 
of concern over the AIDS epidemic 
has prompted calls for a major 
international effort to find a cure. 
Meanwhile, I want to offer some 
cost-effective approaches that could 
have an immediate impact. 

A Traveling Physician's View 
I first became aware of the AIDS 
epidemic while serving as a state 
legislator. We began to try to com
bat AIDS through public-education 
programs. But my real experience 
with this devastating disease came 
when I left politics to become a 
traveling physician and psychiatrist 
for the US State Department in 
Africa. Although my assignment 
was to treat American government 
employees, every time I walked 
into a hospital in Kinshasa or 
Lusaka I'd see rows of patients on 
the floor in ward after ward. 

In one visit to Johannesburg, 
South Africa, I saw how the disease 
traveled down the truck routes. 
Workers from Zimbabwe and 
Malawi would be brought to South 
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Africa to work in the mines. The oth1 

mine owners would spend time Afr 
and money training them to oper- rne1 

ate heavy equipment. Then, a few Us 
months later, they'd be dead of 11~! 
AIDS, having brought the disease at b 
with them. ing 

Unfortunately, I could not do vid 
much about this in Congress. At the bat 
time, South Africa still had an all- tio1 
White apartheid government, and pre 
the US Congress was too invested go 
in sanctions against that govern- org 
ment to allow even medical assis- ra! 
tance for South Africa. 

Now 33 million people are sp 
infected with the HIV virus. About no 
two-thirds of the cases are in Africa pr 
alone, including 90 percent of the w 
new HIV infections. South Africa ra 
now has the highest rate of new ra 
HIV infections in the world. About ies 
12 million Africans have died from us 
the disease--10 times as many as fr~ 
have died from wars in the same otl 
time period. in 

Ways To Provide Relief 
Recently, Vice President Al Gore 
said at a meeting of the UN Security 
Council that Congress will be asked 
to allocate $100 million for AIDS 
treatment and prevention programs 
and $50 million for research on a 
vaccine. President Clinton made 
the same promise in his State-of
the-Union address. I applaud the 
high profile this issue is being 
given. But my involvement with 
the epidemic suggests that, until we 
begin to support community-based 
responses to HIV and AIDS, the 
death march will continue. 

The following suggestions 
won't lead immediately to a cure, 
but they could provide significant 
relief. First, education and preven
tion have always been the most 
effective weapons in halting the 
spread of AIDS. That means get
ting people to use condoms. We 
need to support a program of mass 
distribution through churches and 
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e other community organizations in 
e Africa. Second, w should provide 

medicine for nursing mothers. 
Usually, babies born to women 
with AIDS do not have the infection 
at birth. They develop it while nurs
ing. For about $4 each, we can pro
vide medicine that will keep the 
babies from developing the infec
tion. Third, the money provided for 
prevention and education should 
go to the lowest level of community 
organization-to towns and villages 
rather than national governments. 

More than $1 billion has been 
spent on AIDS in Africa, but it has 
not all been spent effectively. One 
practical and inexpensive step 
would be to distribute wind-up 
radios in the rural areas. The 
radios-which don't require batter
ies or an electrical outlet-can be 
used for information programs 
from the Voice of America and 
other sources as part of a continu
ing effort to educate people on 
AIDS prevention. 

Of course the perfect solution 
would be to develop a vaccine, but 
that is an expensive and a problem
atic operation. Any new medicine 
involves testing on human subjects, 
with some patients getting active 
antibodies and others a placebo. 

Instead, we need to work 
through programs such as the 
International AIDS Vaccine Initia
tive (IA VI), which is establishing 
links with African nations to allow 
drug testing. In exchange, African 
countries will have the right to get 
the drug at prices they can afford. 

What Happens to the Kids? 
Finally, we need to see AIDS in 
Africa not only as a disease but as a 
long-term social issue. During one 
trip to Africa about 10 years ago, I 
had lunch with Zambian President 
Kenneth Kuanda. He said, "I don't 
know what I am going to do when 
I have 500,000 orphans on the streets 
of Lusaka." Now they are there. 

What will happen to all those 
kids? Who will house and educate 
them? Will they be able to get jobs 
and be productive? We must bring 
Africa into the world economically 
by fostering trade and investment. 
Only by allowing Africa to become 
economically productive, with its 
own public-health infrastructure, 
can there be any long-term 
approach to the AIDS epidemic. 

There is no simple solution. 
AIDS has to be fought house to 
house, village to village. It can be 
controlled only by convincing men 
and women that they must be 
aware of the disease and act appro
priately to avoid getting it. 0 

Jim McDermott is a member of the US 
House of Representatives from the 
State of Washington. 

WHERE THE 
NUMBERS OF 

AIDS ORPHANS 
ARE HIGHEST 

Uganda 

Ethiopia 

Tanzania 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

Kenya 

Nigeria 

1,100,000 

700,000 

520,000 

360,000 

360,000 

350,000 

350,000 

Calgo, Dem. Rep. 310,000 

Malawi 

Cote d 'Ivoire 

South Africa 

Burkina Faso 

Mozambique 

Burundi 

India 

270,000 

240,000 

180,000 

150,000 

150,000 

110,000 

110,000 

*Children under the age of 15 who have 
lost their mother or both parents to AIDS, 
as of 12/31/1997. Source: UNAIDS/WHO 
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MOUNTING TOLL 
Where the number of 
children under age 15 
orphaned by AIDS has 

increased sharply between 
1993-1997* 

400% 

300% 

200% 

100% 

Namibia 
Cambodia 

Malaysia 
South Africa 

India 
Swaziland 
Botswana 

Lesotho 
Venezuela 
Argentina 

Vietnam 
Mozambique 

Myanmar 

Madagascar 
Djibouti 

Pakistan 
Dominican Rep. 

Colombia 
Nigeria 
Angola 

Benin 
Ethiopia 
Guinea 

Mauritania 
Cameroon 

Gabon 
Niger 

Kenya 
Rwanda 

Zimbabwe 
Mali 

Honduras 
pua New Guinea 

Guatemala 
ongo, Dem. Rep. 

*Countries are listed in descending order of 
percentage rate of increase over the three
year period. Source: UNAIDS/WHO. 

Opposite, p. 32: In Nairobi, Kenya, AIDS 
vaccine research is being conducted at 
Majengo Clinic. 
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twas the summer of 1998 in I Mutare, Zimbabwe. With my 
husband, Don, I had been 
working all day with partici

pants in an Emergency /Disaster 
Training program sponsored at 
Africa University by the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). At the end of the day, 
the Rev. Kingston Kajese, senior 
lecturer at Africa University, stayed 
after class and said: "I would like 
for you to meet a woman who 
shares your passion and love for 
children. Would you be willing to 
go and meet with her?" 

The next day I met a remark
able young woman, June Mataure, 
who took me to Dangamvura to 
visit the Children's Academy there. 
It had been a small daycare center 
run by the government, but it had 

to close because of a lack of funds. 
"I couldn't sleep at night," June 
said. "All I could do was think of 
the children. What would happen 
to them? I prayed about it and sud
denly there was an answer. God 
was calling me-yes, me-to reopen 
the school." 

With the help of June Mataure, 
Kingston Kajese, and others from 
Africa University and the Mutare 
community, the school reopened. 
Two teachers were hired, along 
with a nurse's aide, a cook, and a 
groundskeeper. It was a glorious 
time, with 65 children once again in 
a safe and loving environment 
while their caregivers were able to 
work or go to school. 

Yes, I meant caregivers and not 
necessarily parents. More than 70 
percent of the children in this 
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school are HIV-positive. Many will 
not live to see their sixth birthday. 
Some are being raised by older sib
lings acting as juvenile heads of 
household because their parents 
have already died of AIDS. Others 
are living with grandparents who 
are grateful for the assistance that 
the Children's Academy gives 
them. For many of the children, the 
two snacks and the hot meal they 
get at school are their major food 
source. The groundskeeper has 
planted a garden, which provides 
them with fresh vegetables each 
day. As part of their learning expe
rience, the children help plant the 
seeds and water the garden. 

The saying, "little is much in 
the hands of God," takes on new 
meaning here at the Children's 
Academy. Old tires are used for 

cli 
pli 
!Ill 

cle 

ca 
te• 
ro 
ar 
he 
pt 

"t 
er 
re 
ca 
u 
ce 
te 
m 
h1 

SI 
Ii 
B 
ft 
h1 

te 

p 
B 



in 
w 

I 
1
5 

or 

:limbing, rolling, piling up, and 
playing games. The old cans that 
motor oil comes in are collected, 
cleaned, and transformed into toy 
cars, stilts for walking, or tools for 
teaching. Cardboard tubes from 
rolls of toilet tissue or paper towels 
are collected from community 
hotels and used for activities and 
puppet making. 

"In our region," June told me, 
"there are limited training experi
ences for teachers and also limited 
resources for early childhood edu
cation. My dream is to come to the 

A United States one day, visit daycare 
centers, talk with the directors and 
teachers, and bring as much infor
mation as I can back to my teachers 
here." 

Sharing Data and Stories 
I invited June to visit in our home in 
Buffalo, New York. If she could 
fund her airfare, I could arrange for 
her to visit churches, learning cen
ters, schools, and colleges. 

Seven months later, the tele
phone rang at 5:00 A.M. "Hello, 
Barbara. This is June. I am coming 

to Buffalo!" a familiar voice cried. 
The excitement in her voice rushed 
across the many miles between us. 
Then she asked: "Did I wake you? I 
am on my lunch hour now and 
want you to know my good news! " 

With the help of family, friends, 
and coworkers, she had raised the 
money for her plane ticket. She 
would be with us for two months. 
Don and I were also filled with 
excitement. We told her we would 
begin to make arrangements for her 
visit and would count the days 
until she came. Our shared dream 
had come true! 

As June visited nursery 
schools, elementary schools, day
care centers, and church groups, 
people were moved by her stories 
about the old tires and discarded oil 
cans that were used as objects for 
play. The American educators 
could scarcely imagine only two 
teachers being responsible for 65 
young children. The senior teacher 
had 35 children; the assistant, 30-
their monthly salaries being $60 
and $28, respectively. The children 
arrive at 7 A.M. and stay until 4:30 

Opposite, p. 34: June Mataure with children of her Children's Academy in Mutare, 
Zimbabwe. Above: Children at June's orphanage sit on the floor to eat their porridge. 
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P.M. For many, the school is the 
main source of food and of stability 
in their young lives. 

June told us that, during ter
mite season, termites were collect
ed, cooked, ground up, and added 
to the porridge to supply more pro
tein. The photos of the school and 
the children that she brought with 
her touched the hearts of all who 
saw them and heard her story. 
Many people wanted to help, and 
boxes of children's books were 
gathered, sorted, packaged, and 
shipped to Zimbabwe. Some 
groups made puppets and play 
mats for the children. For those 
who wanted to give financial help, 
we set up an account through our 
local United Methodist church and 
were able to wire over $2000 in gifts 
to the Children's Academy. 

Who is June Ma ta ure? She is a 
dedicated Christian woman. She is 
a single parent who knows and 
understands the plight of many 
others like her who are trying to 
raise children alone. By day, she is a 
social worker for the city of Matare. 
This is her paying job. But her min
istry and her passion are helping 
children in the poorer sections of 
town and providing hope to their 
parents, grandparents, and siblings. 

June Mataure oversees the 
administrative tasks needed to keep 
the Children's Academy available 
to all in need. She has dreams for 
the children of Africa and works 
hard so that those dreams can and 
do come true. June Mataure is the 
hope for many of Africa's children. 
And June Mataure is my African 
sister and forever friend . 0 

Barbara Weaver is a Christian 
Education coordinator and author of 
the curriculum used for children who 
have been in disaster situations. See 
New World Outlook, Nov.-Dec. 
1999, for "The Role of Volunteers in 
Disaster Response," coauthored by 
Donald and Barbara Weaver. 
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EDUCATION, AWARENESS, 
AND PREVENTION 

TRAINING ON HIV/AIDS IN ZIMBABWE 

T 
he HIV I AIDS epi
demic has become a 
serious health, social, 
and economic prob-

lem in many countries 
around the world. The 
World Health Organization 
has estimated that, as of 
December 1998, the number 
of adults and children livirig 
with HIV I AIDS worldwide 
was 33.4 million. Approx
imately 22.5 million of those 
people-or about 67 per
cent of the world's total
live in sub-Saharan Africa. 

The virus that ca uses 
AIDS has already infected 
and continues to infect the 
citizens of Zimbabwe. AIDS 
has become the major cause 
of illness and death among 
the country's youth and 
young adults. Since the 
beginning of the epidemic, 
more than 1.6 million adults 
and children in Zimbabwe 
are estimated to have been 
infected with HIV. Of these, 
more than 500,000 have 
developed AIDS. It is further esti
mated that up to 25 percent of 
Zimbabweans between the ages of 
15 and 49 are infected with HIV (the 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus). 

Each week, more than 1200 
people are dying in Zimbabwe 
from AIDS or symptoms related to 
AIDS. Some pastors in the 
Zimbabwe Annual Conference 
report that they average about five 
funerals a week just from AIDS
related deaths. Hospital systems 
are becoming so overworked that 
people are being sent home to die. 

The increased loss of lives in 
Zimbabwe as a result of AIDS 

by Betty Gittens 

A woman caring for orphans at Moheto 
United Methodist Church in Kenya. 

undermines social and economic 
development gains achieved dur
ing the 1980s. HIV I AIDS is also 
reversing gains in child survival as 
it increases the infant mortality rate. 
A major consequence of AIDS is the 
growing number of children
approximately 600,000-who have 
been orphaned through the prema
ture death of their parents. Another 
disturbing trend is the increasing 
number of households that are 
headed by children. 

The HIV/AIDS Challenge 
More than any other disease, 
HIV I AIDS has proved its ability to 
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disrupt the social fabric of 
the community. The disease 
is ultimately fatal, having 
no known cure. It mainly 
affects adults of working 
age who have young chil
dren and elderly parents to 
support. Often, too, AIDS 
strikes more than one mem
ber in a household or family. 

HIV I AIDS can place 
enormous stress on infected 
individuals and their fami
lies, who must care for seri
ously ill family members 
and face the trauma of 
death. In addition, families 
also face the economic bur
dens of health care and 
funeral costs as well as the 

• loss of income when the 
breadwinner cannot work. 

All of these factors are 
made worse by the stigma 
associated with HIV I AIDS. 
People can be victims of 
prejudice at work, in the 
community, and at home. 
As such, they lack the sup
port mechanisms that are 

available to people facing most 
other types of fatal disease. 

The death of an adult can have 
a dramatic impact on family struc
ture and function. Children, the 
elderly, or single parents may be left 
to run households, with severe 
implications for those concerned. 
Women in general and female
headed households are particularly 
vulnerable to the impact of 
HIV I AIDS. Cultural, social, and 
economic pressures make African 
women more likely to contract the 
HIV infection than men. Their sus
ceptibility is increased by factors 
including economic dependence on 
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men, pressure on teenage girls to 
have relationships with older men, 
and rape. At the same time, women 
and girls tend to bear the main bur
den of caring for sick family mem
bers, while often they have less care 
and support for themselves when 
they become infected. 

Recognizing that the HIV / 
AIDS crisis is also a spiritual issue, 
Bishop Christopher Jokomo of the 
Zimbabwe Annual Conference, 
joined with the General Board of 
Global Ministries to convene an 
"Education, Awareness, and Pre
vention Training Consultation on 
HIV I AIDS" in January 2000. 

The Consultation's Goals 
The conference was designed to 
promote HIV I AIDS awareness and 
education and to increase the 
church's involvement in compas
sionate care. It sought to encourage 
the church to become a leading 
player in HIV I AIDS prevention. 
And it aimed to promote the church 
not only as a place of refuge but as 
a caring community from which 
HIV I AIDS outreach ministries 
could be developed. Specific objec
tives were to help participants 
understand HIV I AIDS issues and 
pass on this knowledge to their 
congregations; to encourage the 
church's response to the medical, 
social, spiritual, and theological 
challenges presented by the 
HIV I AIDS pandemic; to sensitize 
participants to the needs of persons 
infected with or affected by 
HIV I AIDS; and to develop a plan 
of action for HIV/ AIDS ministries. 
The General Board of Global 
Ministries plans three more 
HIV I AIDS consultations in other 
African conferences throughout the 
year 2000. 0 

Betty Gittens is executive secretary for 
Congregational Health Ministries in 
the Health and Welfare section of 
Health and Relief, GBGM. 

THE HOME OF HOPE 
by Larry Kies 

T 
he Horne of Hope is an 
orphanage at Nyadire 
Mission in Zimbabwe. It 
houses nine children. All are 

without parents or come from 
homes where the parents couldn't 
care for them. Some of the children 
are HIV positive. 

This home was the dream of a 
Finnish nursing sister at the mis
sion, Rut Lindgrin. On a visit home 
to Finland in 1993, she approached 
her church and friends about estab
lishing a mission orphanage. They, 
in turn, appealed to the Finnish 
government to help fund the proj
ect. In 1995, the chair of the Finnish 
United Methodist mission board 
talked to the Ruwadzano (the 
Zimbabwean United Methodist 
Women) to see if this was some
thing they'd want to run. The 
UMW agreed to manage the home, 
and a three-year program was set 
up to plan and build. 

Construction started in 
December 1996. Two years later, the 
Horne of Hope opened with three 
children. Constance, now almost 
five, was brought to Lindgrin as a 

baby. Her mother had AIDS and 
was unable to care for the child. 
Constance is HIV-positive. She was 
extremely thin. Now, although she 
looks like a two-year-old, she is 
chubby and much more responsive. 

On March 28, 1999, the Horne 
of Hope was officially opened. It is 
a spacious building that looks out 
onto hills across the river from the 
mission. Its light, airy living room 
has a television set, yellow tiles on 
the floor, and African batiks on the 
walls. The nine children eat togeth
er in the dining room with Mai 
Mudzengere (the mother), Virginia 
Chanachimwe (the co-mother) and 
Winnet Mupfawa (the helper). 
There are four bedrooms-all hav
ing bunk beds with mosquito nets 
and a desk and chairs for the older 
children to do homework. 

The running of the home is fun
ded by the Finnish government and 
the United Methodist Church in 
Finland until the Zimbabwe Annual 
Conference can manage it alone. 0 

Larry Kies is a United Methodist mis
sionary serv 'ng at Nyadire Mission. 

"Co-mother" Virginia Chanachimwe and children of the Home of Hope at the N yadire 
Mission in Zimbabwe. 
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As you make the short drive 
from the airport to Luanda, the cap
ital of Angola, it seems as though 
every child on earth is gathered 
here in the middle of town. 

They are not just on the side
walks. They are also m the streets, 
dodging cars as they hawk goods
from batteries to pencils to stuffed 
animals. They are in the gutters, 
peering under cars or kneeling to 
tie an errant shoelace. And they are 
in the doorways, just lounging 
about. 

Some are orphans or runaways 
or children separated from their 
families in the desperate rush to 
escape fighting in the villages 

around Luanda. Others have fami
lies who depend on the money 
these children make by selling mer
chandise-or their own bodies--on 
the city streets. The backdrop for 
this misery is the lovely bay that 
winds through the city, the palm 
and baobab trees that line the 
streets, and the pastel shells of bal
conied mansions that dot the hills 
of Luanda. This stark contrast 
between past splendor and present 
ruin can be explained in one word: 
war. 

For a quarter century, since 
Angola gained its independence 
from Portugal in 1975, government 
and rebel forces have been battling 
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by Lesley Crosson 

each other here. The fighting has 
forced hundreds of thousands of 
people out of their villages and into 
Luanda's streets. It has made the 
plentiful diamonds in the country's 
mines the chief currency for buying 
weapons to fight this civil war. And 
it has siphoned away both the 
attention and the money needed to 
provide services to the besieged 
population. 

There is little work here 
because the war has nearly crushed 
the local economy. There is even 
less work for youngsters from the 
countryside with neither the skills 
nor the education required to make 
it in the city. And so these street 
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children tum to peddling, 
pimping, prostitution, or 
whatever else brings in 
enough money to let them 
survive another day. 

A Prophetic Voice 
Against these odds, the 
United Methodist Church 
of Angola continues to be 
a prophetic voice for 
peace and justice, offering 
spiritual sustenance and 
what material relief it can. 
These days, Bishop Emilio 
De Carvalho, episcopal 
leader of the West Angola 
Area, is struggling to min
ister to an increasingly 
beleaguered flock, includ
ing many who are young. 
On this day in July 1999, 
he takes time away from 
his many preparations 
for the Angola Annual 
Conference meeting to 
speak about the condition 
of children. A cloak of 
frustration rests heavily 
on his shoulders, but there 
is no hint of resignation in 
his voice or manner. 

"There are children 
here," the bishop emphasizes. "We 
have always had many ministries," 
he adds, making it clear that the 
church has fulfilled its role even in 
the most difficult times. "Since the 
number of- children who have 
homes but who are in the streets all 
day has increased, we have 
increased our ministry to children. 
That department [of seven people] 
has become the most important in 
the conference. We are doing all we 
can, but we must do more and the 
entire church must help us. This 
Bishops' Appeal is to give hope for 
the children of Africa. We must give 
them that hope and that help now, 
when they need it so badly." 

In the village of Catete, a few 
miles from Luanda, sits a small 

structure of stone set in cement 
with potted greens encircling it. 
This United Methodist church is sit
uated at the midpoint of several vil
lages whose residents would come 
here to worship if only there were 
room. As it is, some 60 villagers 
gather for worship on Sundays, 
according to conference staff mem
ber Rita Curimenha. There are big 
plans, she says, for extending the 
ministry of the church-so big that 
the finished product will constitute 
a small village in itself. 

Curimenha points to a plot of 
land that extends for almost as far 
as the eye can see. It is on this land 
that the conference plans to make a 
place for homeless city children to 
live. It will be a huge affair, housing 
more than a hundred youngsters, 
with a library, sports field, recre
ation center, medical facility, and 
classrooms. Curimenha barely con
tains her excitement as she 
describes the facility and explains 
why it must be built. "We look after 
[the children] all day in the center 
in Luanda," she says, ''but at night 
they are left by themselves again. 
This is a serious concern." 

Supporting an Appeal 
To answer this concern, the Council 
of Bishops is asking individuals, 
congregations, and conferences 
throughout The United Methodist 
Church to support the Bishops' 
Appeal, "Hope for the Children of 
Africa," with prayer, witness, and 
donations. The appeal is the United 
Methodist family's resolve to wit
ness hope by sharing the abundant 
resources of the West with God's 
people in Africa during their time 
of need. The contributions will help 
to restore ministries that have been 
destroyed by war and establish 
new ministries and facilities to 
serve children in Angola and other 
war-tom countries. 

The first priority is building 
church schools and orphanages 
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because so many children have lost 
their families and have no money to 
attend school. Already, many con
ferences in the United States and 
Europe have signed on to the 
Bishops' Appeal, entering into part
nerships with annual conferences 
in Africa. If contributions are gener
ous and prayers plentiful, the 
dream that a "Hope" school and 
shelter soon will rise on the land 
surrounding the church in Catete 
will become a reality. 

Getting Prepared for Peace 
From Catete we travel to the town 
of Viana, where the Viana United 
Methodist Church runs a two-room 
school and a social program. As we 
approach the unattended class
rooms, we hear children's voices. A 
look inside reveals students, some
time three to a book, reading their 
lessons out loud. The teacher 
explains that they have been direct
ed to read whenever the teacher is 
not in the classroom. When the vis
itors enter, the children stand and 
break into song: "Visitors, you are 
welcome, you are welcome today." 

The schoolhouse and the yel
low church sit inside a walled com
pound constructed eight years ago. 
There are 133 children enrolled at 
the school. Classes are split into 
morning and afternoon sessions to 
accommodate them all. 

Marisa Manuel is 13 years old 
and lives in Viana. She walks to 
school from the village each day 
and often thinks about the fighting. 
"I think it will be up to the children 
to do what is good and what is 
right," she says. "It is not good that 
so many people should be hurt for 
so long by the fighting. We must 
attend to our studies and learn as 
much as we can so that we can 
change things and make our coun
try better. Peace will come one day, 
and we must be prepared for it." 

The Viana children think it will 
help their situation if children in the 
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er Are Children Here 
United States and around the world 
keep the children of Angola in their 
prayers. "If I could say something 
to them," says 13-year-old Costa 
Sebastian, "I would ask them to 
pray for us. It will not always be so 
bad because we will continue our 
education and God will help us 
find the way to end this fighting." 

The end doesn' t seem near-not 
as long as there are diamonds to be 
traded for the weapons that have 
kept this war going for so long. Yet, 

despite the stumbling blocks placed 
in front of these children, they seem 
hopeful, and happy, and healthy 
here in Viana. 

School in a Village of Shacks 
It is an entirely different story back 
in Luanda in the city's fishing area. 
From blocks away, the odor of fish 
mingles with the smells of sewage, 
disease, and poverty. The Boa 
Esperan~a Children's Center sits 
here among the chaos of people liv
ing under siege in the meanest con
ditions imaginable. Almost all the 
children who live here have some 
sort of illness. Malaria is the biggest 
complaint, followed closely by 
diarrhea, intestinal viruses, skin 
infections, malnutrition, and tuber
culosis. It is not unusual, nurse 
Miguel Cassule reports, to find 
three or four corpses a day, most of 
them children. 

People started moving into this 
area more than a decade ago. At 
first, the church ministered to their 
needs in the open air. In 1991, 

Top: Bishop De Carvalho opens the Angola Annual Conference in Luanda, Angola. Above: 
A one-room church in Catete, Angola. Page 38: Children served by Bethel United 
Methodist Church in Luanda, Angola. 
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members of Boa Esperan~a United 
Methodist Church donated land 
and helped build the center. The 
facility still offers the only class
rooms or clinic for the 1500 children 
of school age who live in this 
makeshift village of shacks. 

The three treatment cubbyholes 
of the one-room clinic are separated 
by curtains. Water comes from a big 
tank outside. There are no latrines. 
Nurse Cassule, who has worked 
here for five years, sits in the comer 
that is his lab peering through a 
microscope. He laments the fact 
that he does not have the chemicals 
necessary to test blood samples for 
viruses. 

The school at the Boa 
Esperan~a center serves children 
between the ages of eight and six
teen in grades one to four. The older 
children receive priority. They are 
ones most at risk of getting no edu
cation at all or of turning to a life of 
crime or soldiering. There are only 
six teachers for all the children, but 
members of the Boa Esperan~a con
gregation also volunteer their time 
and talent to keep the center going. 
It is a struggle just to keep the doors 
open, but still the volunteers and 
staff continue their work. 

"We go on because our purpose 
is to give love and hope to the chil
dren," says Jose Afonso, the direc
tor of the center. "If we stop, the 
children will be penalized. Above 
all, we are Christians. But we 
would feel better if we had better 
conditions for the spirit and the 
body together." 

The school has room for only a 
small portion of the village children 
who should be in classes. But of 

· those few, some have gone on to 
better lives. Sixteen year-old 
Gertrude Marcella is one of them. 
She came to the area with her par
ents, but they died and now she 
lives with an older brother who 
cares for her and five other chil
dren. She went to school here, then 
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transf rr d to a government chool 
in th fifth grade. Sh is a sixth 
grad r now and comes acros the 
road to Boa E peran~a several times 
a week to spend time with the chil
dr n. " It is very important that they 
e me," she says. "They must 

know that people care about them 
and love them . I came from here 
and I am doing well. They can look 
at me and talk to me with their 
problems and know that they can 
do well also." 

The Children Cannot Wait 
The war in Angola, like all the oth
ers that have created havoc and 
despair in Africa, does not claim 
only the combatants as its casual
ties. There are children here. There 
are thousands upon thousands of 
children- in the streets, the bushes, 
the alleys, and the hallways of a city 
whose infrastructure has all but col
lapsed around them. Not far from 
the fishing village is a large crater 
called "The Hole." Each night, as 
soon as the sun goes down, chil
dren begin climbing down the mud 
walls of the canyon. They come 
here to sleep. 

As we make a 2:00 A.M. drive 
back to the airport, we stop at a traf
fic light where a trio of teenaged 
girls in short skirts and tight tops 
have positioned themselves. They 
scatter in a cloud of giggles only 
when a passing man sternly threat
ens them. There is no assurance that 
they will not return, just as there is 
no assurance that the war that put 
them there to trade sex for survival 
will end anytime soon. 

The care of these children, 
God's children, is in the hands of 
the people of God. 

The Council of Bishops has 
called this a moment of urgent wit
ness for the church and Bishop De 
Carvalho has underscored the 
urgency of the Bishops' Appeal. 
"The children cannot wait," he 
insists. "We cannot talk about 

Above: The Viana United Methodist 
Church in Viana, Angola, runs a two-room 
school where 133 children are enrolled, 
including this young student. Right: A 
street scene in Luanda, Angola. Children 
are on the streets for many reasons. Some 
have lost their parents to the war. Others 
have parents too poor or too ill to care for 
them. Most have no money for school fees. 

helping the children and then take 
so long to get that help to them. 
The church must come to their aid 
and we must come now, before 
it is too late." 0 

Lesley Crosson is director of Public 
Relations for the General Board of 
Global Ministries. 
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MISSION MEMO 
Floods in Mozambique 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
has responded throughout a series of cyclones that hit 
southern Africa in the firs t quarter of the year. After its 
long civil war, Mozambique was beginning to show 
economic improvement, but catastrophic February 
floods have caused the nation to suffer terrible set
backs. Bishop Joao Somane Machado described the 
scene as "a lot of water pouring all day and all night. 
Seventy-five percent of the suburbs in Maputo City 
and all Maputo Province are destroyed," he reported. 
"People lost their houses and goods. We hear news of 
children being dragged by the w ater and found dead, 
and unlimited numbers of children, men, and women 
have disappeared." At Xai· Xai, only the radio masts 
and the tops of tall buildings could be detected from 
helicopter surveillance. UMCOR had been working 
with CEMUDRI (the United Methodist Center for 
Rural and Industrial Development) to help in the reset
tlement of more than a million refugees returning after 
the war. This work, too, was disrupted. Gifts to support 
UMCOR' s ministry in providing monetary grants, 
relief supplies, and emergency rations to Mozambique 
can be made to UMCOR Advance Special #156500-0, 
earmarked for Mozambique. You may also call the 
UMCOR Depot at 1-800-814-8765 for current needs. 
Health Kits are in great demand in Mozambique and 
around the world. 

Sierra Leone Keeps the Faith 
A six-member US delegation from the General Board of 
Discipleship, UMCom, and the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference visited Sierra Leone in the spring to find 
out how the church was coping with the civil war. In 
January 1999, the Revo utionary United Front had 
killed thousands of people in Freetown, the capital, 
and thousands more were maimed and mutilated by 
rebel soldiers. The pre-conference journal of the Sierra 
Leone Annual Conference listed page after page of 
buildings and projects destroyed by the war. The con
ference also learned of d isplaced and homeless pastors. 

Bishop Joseph C. Hurn.per, recently elected president of 
the Council of Churches in Sierra Leone, gave confer
ence leaders a 23-point challenge. He called for rebels 
to release 2000 children and young girls abducted dur
ing the raids and encouraged d isarmament, demobi
lization, and reintegration of d isplaced people into nor
mal life. The conference theme in 2000 was "With God 
All Things Are Possible." 

Human Rights for Women 
"The women of Africa are hurting every day," said 
Battu Jambawai of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches in a panel discussion by tw o groups~ 

Ecumenical Women 2000 and Religion Counts, held on 
March 7 during a UN meeting of the Commission on 
the Status of Women. "They are sitting in the pews, 
they are bleeding, they are crying, but no one is listen
ing." Jambawai, a native of Sierra Leone, said the caus
es of suffering include domestic violence, incest, and 
rape-problems that traditionally have not been dis
cussed in public. This "culture of silence" has stymied 
human rights for w omen in Africa, Jambawai said. The 
panel speakers called on the churches to offer human
rights education and to establish work-training centers 
and centers for abused w omen. 

DEATHS Ruth Rudy, retired missionary with over 20 
years of. service in Zimbabwe, died December 13, 
1999 ... Nell A. Dyer, retired missionary who served 20 
years in Korea and 4 years in the Philippines, died 
January 23, 2000, at the age of 97. Twice taken prisoner 
of war-first by the Japanese in the Philippines in 
World War II (1942-1945) and then by the North 
Koreans during the Korean War (1950-1953)-Nellie 
Dyer was named World Outlook's Methodist Woman of 
the Year in 1954 ... William D. Hamrick, retired mis
sionary with 15 years of service in Zimbabwe, died 
February 4, 2000 .. Ann Walasek, retired deaconess with 
over 27 years of service in the United States, died 
February 23, 2000. 

Photo Credits/Art Credits: Cover: David Harsh• 4-(left and right) Courtesy the UMC in the D. R. of the Congo and (cen
ter), Celinda Hughes, UMCom • 5-John Coleman • 6-(clockwise from left) Courtesy the UMC of the Congo, Lesley 
Crosson, Celinda Hughes (2) • 8-John Coleman• 9, 10-Celinda Hughes • 11-Courtesy East Africa Annual Conference • 
12-Ruby Walters • 14-15-Darlene Slack • 16,17-Courtesy the United Methodist Church in Angola • 18-21- nos. 1, 8, 12-
Beryl Goldberg; nos. 2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15-David Harsh; nos. 3, 4, 5, 10, 14, 16-Ruby Walters • 22, 24-Richard Lord • 25-
27-John Coleman • 28, 29-Lesley Crosson• 30-(top) John Coleman, (bottom) Lesley Crosson• 31-Lesley Crosson• 
32-Richard Lord • 34-Don Weaver • 35-Courtesy June Mataure • 36-Courtesy UMC of Kenya • 37-Larry Kies • 38-Lesley 
Crosson • 40-(top) John Coleman, (bottom) Lesley Crosson • 41-(top) Lesley Crosson, (bottom) John Coleman • 43-Larry 
Kies • 44-(left) Lesley Crosson, (right) Zebediah Marewangepo. 
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A Tiny Miracle 
by Nyasha Murphree, a Zimbabwean doctor 
at the Nyadire Mission Hospital in Zimbabwe 

Missionaries have often given birth in mission facilities set up to serve the 
local area population. This story tells of the birth of Michael Peter 
Simbarashe Kies, son of GBGM missionaries Jane and Larry Kies, at the 
Nyadire Mission Hospital, a 180-bed facility with two doctors. 
"Simbarashe" is a Shona word meaning "s trength of the Lord." 

I w as lying down reading when Jane called me and then came into 
my room, deadly white and collapsing in pain. She had felt a sud
den, sharp uterine pain and was weak and sweaty. These symptoms 
indicate a condition in which the placenta pulls away from the uter
ine wall. Jane had been losing fluid for several weeks. 

I told Jane and Larry that a cesarean section would provide the 
baby's only chance of survival. It would also greatly reduce Jane's 
chances of bleeding too heavily. Under normal circumstances, I 
would not do a cesarean on a 29-week pregnancy, but there was no 
choice. 

Within 15 minutes we had Jane in the operating room. I gave her 
spinal anesthesia, so she was awake, and Larry was with her the 
entire time. When I opened the uterus and removed the baby-with 
difficulty, as he was transverse and tightly packed into the dry 
uterus-I saw a tiny, crum
pled creature and my heart 
fell. But as I turned him 
over, he opened his enor
mous eyes, looked straight 
up at me, and let out a loud, 
hearty cry. He was pink, and 
breathing, and crying with a 
gusto that amazed everyone 
there. I knew then that this 
was God's little miracle and 
that all of us were in His 
hands. 

Jane Kies (right) with baby Michael. 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

Education for the Hearing Impaired 
in Zimbabwe 
by Brenda Wilkinson, 
Staff Writer, General Board of Global Ministries 

"We need the special teachers we have brought 
here to teach these students, but we have no 
place to house them," states Dr. John 

, Mutambara, headmaster of the Nyadire Mission 
School in Zimbabwe. The school offers a special
education curriculum at three levels for about 20 
deaf students. Their test papers attest to the out
standing results of the individualized instruc
tion they receive. But their program is in urgent 
need of funding to survive. "Currently, the 
teachers are living with families close by and 
returning home on weekends," Mutambara told 
me. "It will be difficult for us to keep them for 
long under present circumstances." 

Besides faculty housing, Mutambara also mentioned the school's 
electrical system. It needs renovation to support the special equipment 
used to teach deaf children. "Most of the parents are too poor to make 
contributions beyond what they are giving," he explained, continuing 
with a third problem. "It is difficult to attract parents who could pay 
more for their children's education when we are still without modem 
indoor toilets." 

Although deafness is the primary disability the specially trained 
instructors address at Nyadire, the children also bear psychological 
scars that dedicated teachers can help to heal. The hope for these chil
dren's continued progress depends on strengthened United Methodist 
support for the church's Nyadire Mission. 
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A Street Children's School in Angola 
by Darlene Slack, a freelance writer 
and mission interpreter in Ohio 

When the Council of Bishops toured southern Africa a few years 
ago, the bishops saw first hand the long-term and often fatal impact 
of poverty and war and they asked their African hosts how they 
could help. The response: Help us build schools . 

Now five annual conferences in the United States are raising 
funds to build the first residential school for street children in 
Angola. Angola's ongoing war has orphaned thousands of children, 
leaving them to fend for themselves, to pick through trash for food, 
and to find discarded boxes or equipment to sleep in. 

Currently, there are schools and programs for street children, 
but at the end of the day, the children return to the streets. That has 
been a uneasy dilemma for the Angola church, said Lonnie Chafin, 
treasurer of the Northern Illinois Conference. The idea of building a 
residential school for the street children, with both academic and 
vocational programs, came from Bishop Joseph Sprague. 

Fundraising for the project will be launched at annual confer
ence in June. The estimated construction cost is $250,000. The plan 
is to raise money for an endowment fund that will generate revenue 
for operating costs, Chafin said. The Mississippi, Virginia, New 
England, and Rocky Mountain conferences have also joined in the 
project. The school will be built in Catete, a town of some 700 peo
ple located in western Angola near the capital city of Luanda . 

Displaced Women Find a Place 
by Brenda Wilkinson, 
Staff Writer, General Board of Global Ministries 

Historically, the elders 
of a community have 
been a valued segment 
of the population in 
African society. Older 
people were honored 
and assured a place in 
the homes of extended 
family or neighbors . 
However, this long
standing tradition is 
dying out. Many older 

women are now cast out to fend for themselves. Poor economies, 
ongoing civil unrest, and the AIDS pandemic may be to blame. 
Family members who once would have welcomed their older rela
tives now find themselves unable to provide for their own children. 
This has resulted in a rising number of displaced widows and older 
women who have no means of support in Africa. 

Bishop Joao Somane Machado of the Mozambique Annual 
Conference took the Rev. Zebediah Marewangepo, a GBGM staff 
member, and some church elders to a site where a group of older 
women had essentially become street beggars. Marewangepo was 
able to secure a grant from the Women's Division of the GBGM to 
help the Mozambican church care for the women. The grant made 
it possible to buy land and to build a small community of thatched 
houses, where two or three women are sharing each home. The 
women planted crops for food and for income. The Mozambique 
Conference also provided a grant for cloth so that the women could 
make clothing. 

"There was such joy to see their progress and hear their expres
sions of gratitude," said Marewangepo on a return trip . "Smiles and 
singing have replaced tears and despair. The transformation of the 
lives of these women is a personal victory for them and a blessing 
for the whole church." 
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"With an old building and a very small 
endowment, every dollar we spend has 
to count. That's why half of our endowment funds are 

in UMDF. 

We're found it to be a solid 
financial investment, and we feel 
good about what the money is 
doing-helping churches like ours 
with their building needs and 
essentially doing the work of the 
gospel." 

The Rev. James Karpen 
Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew United Methodist 

New York City 

Want to support church growth and renewal? 

Invest in it! 
through the United Methodist Development Fund (UMDF) 

You ~an support the growth and ministry of United Methodist 
churches by investing in UMDF. Your investment provides loans to 
help churches build and renovate their facilities for mission and 
ministry. UMDF then pays you dividends on your investment. 

NEW INCREASED INTEREST RATES! 
4-year term : 70/o 1- year term : 5 1/40/o 

Flexible term : 40/o IRA: 70/o 

Investments may be purchased for as little as $100. The Fund's 
sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist 
Church by provid ing first mortgage loans to churches. This is not an · 
offer of sale. All offerings are made by the Offering Circular. 

For an offering circular or more information, call us at 800-UMC
UMDF (800-862-8633) or (212) 870-3856. Or write to us at 475 
Riverside Drive, Room 1528, New York, NY 10115. 
E-ma il: umdf@gbgm-umc.org. Visit our web site : 
http://gbgm-umc.org/u n its/evg rowth/u mdf.htm I 

For church loan information, call the 
800 number or 212-870-3865. 

UMDF: Celebrating 40 years 
of investing in church growth. 

40 Years of lnvesllng 
In Church Growlh 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY-JUNE 2000 

JOURNEYS OF 
THE SPIRIT: 

God's People in an 
Urban Culture 

(Eng. #2890; Span. #2906; 
Kor. #2907; $29.95) 

See United Methodist urban 
ministries! Issues of home

lessness, immigration, 
cultural diversity and 

family life in the city are 
highlighted. (27 min.) 

Order by calling 
1-800-305-9857. 
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OUR MESSAGE IS GRACE-OUR MISSION IS GROWTH! 
Evangelization and Church Growth 

A Mission Program Area of The United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries 

Resources • Expertise • Networking • Leadership development 

Throughout the United States and around the 
world, we are helping United Methodists and 
their partners to spread the gospel and build 
strong, growing churches. We can help with: 

• New church development 
• Global mission partnerships 
• Investments in church growth 
• Loans for building and renovation 
• Stewardship fundraising campaigns 
• Guidance in architectural planning 

General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

For more information, contact: 

Evangelization and Church Growth 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10115 
(212) 870-3860 E-mail: erivera@gbgm-umc.org 
Web site: http://gbgm-umc.org/units/evgrowth 

SUCCESSFUL STEWARDSHIP FUNDRAISING 
United Methodist Finance and Field Service 

"!have used Finance and 
Field Service three times, 
and all my campaigns 
have been great success
es. I like using my 'family' 
for this ministry If you are 
looking for someone to 
work with you, Finance 
and Field Service is as 
good as it gets. " 

The Rev. Lawrence R. Thompson Jr. 
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 
Woodbridge, Virginia 

Finance and Field Service can help you raise ~ 
money for your operating budget, building cam
paign, debt reduction, or special mission pro-
gram. We'll even do a feasibility study to help 
you determine your fundraising needs and 
potential. And your church will gain a new 
appreciation for faithful stewardship. Call us 
toll free at: 877-FFS-GBGM (877-337-4246). 

Finance and Field Service 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1521 , 
New York, NY 10115. 
E-mail: atoole@ gbgm-umc.org 
Visit our Web site at: 
httpJ/gbgm-umc.org .evgrowth.ff~ ~ 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY-JUNE 2000 
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RESOURCES FOR 'I.HE 
2000-2001 MISSION STUDY 

~~lfa~ 
Children of Africa: Restoring the Village 
by Jackie Onwu. Contains a Leader's Guide by Anne Leo Ellis. 
(English #2860; Korean #2861) 

Written by a missionary living in Africa, this basic study text 
touches on the many crises facing children there, and the good work 
accomplished by United Methodists in health care and education. 
English $6.95; Korean $3.50 

FOR CHILDREN: 

Under the Baobab Tree: Children of Africa 
by Brenda Wilkinson with illustrations by Tom Feelings. (#2872) 

A 30-page magazine for children ages 8-12 offering an overview of the 
history and culture of Africa. $4.00; 10 or more, $3.20 

Teacher's Guide to Under the Baobab Tree: 
Children of Africa by Brenda Wilkinson. (#2873) 

Shows how to present the six-part study to young people, and 
includes designs for creation of African arts and crafts, gives historical 

1f ltf{,e4 tf1e "13~~&r.& ~M: 

ChdMcli al!",~ 

notes, and contains a map. $5.95 Brenda WUldnson 

RELATED RESOURCES: 

Map 'n' Facts: Children of Africa (#2875) $8.95 

Africa Praise I Songbook (#2783; $5.95); Cassette (#2564; $8.95); CD (#2563; $12.95) 
Songs of faith in twelve languages from nine African countries performed by the 

JllusValed by 
TomFcdlnp 

Africa University Choir of Mutare, Zimbabwe, conducted by Patrick Matsikenyiri. The songbook 
is a congregational and choral edition. 

Response Special Issue on the Children of Africa (#2876) May 2000 $1 .50 

New World Outlook Special Issue on Hope for the Children of Africa (#2884) May/June 2000 $3.00 

Video-African Tales. (#2081) 
1992. Includes three African fables: Banana Thieves, The Spider and the Antelope and 
The Boastful Crocodile. 23 min. $29.95 

Order from SERVICE CENTER, General Board of Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church, 
7820 Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. Telephone: 1-800-305-9857 



United methodist Conyreyations 
Cariny for Others 

with medical Supplies 

Advance #98Z630-3 

http://gbgm-umc.org/resources/medbox 

Nr more information call: RIZ) 810-3683, or writt: 
Health and Welfare Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room DO, New Yorll, NY 10115 

A Pro9ram of tht Unittd Mtthodist Committtt on Rtlitf (UMCOR) 
and Htalth and Wtlf art Ministrits, Gtntral Board of Global Ministrits, Tht Unittd Mtthodist Church 
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