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Where Is Our Focus-Out or In? 
As a child in Sunday school, I was fascinated with the story of Gideon, 
as told in Judges 7. God had commissioned Gideon to "deliver Israel 
from the hand of Midian" Gudges 6:14), but now he was telling Gideon 
that he had too many troops to do the job! Still, Gideon was not to 
worry-God had a plan for selecting the fittest soldiers to serve. Gideon 
was to take 10,000 troops and was to observe how the thirsty men 
refreshed themselves with water at a stream. "All those who lap the 
water with their tongues ... you shall put to one side," God instructed. 
"All those who kneel down to drink, putting their hands to their 
mouths, you shall put to the other side." 

My well-trained Sunday school teacher explained the plan behind 
these instructions. Those who knelt down and put their hands to their 
mouths to drink greedily were completely off their guard, she told us. 
With their hands covering their faces, they couldn't see an enemy com
ing, nor could they brace themselves to spring up and defend them
selves. By contrast, those who lay down and lapped the water kept their 
peripheral vision free. Their hands were palm-down, bracing their bod
ies as they drank, keeping them ready to spring up and go into action. 

Now you don't get much water for yourself when you have to lap 
it up without using your hands. But God's test of Gideon's troops sep
arated those whose focus was inward, on their own concerns and needs, 
from those whose vision was outward-who were willing to take less for 
themselves rather than compromise their readiness to serve God. 

I was reminded of this story when I read a recent news release from 
United Methodist Communications. Reporting on a survey of US dele
gates to General Conference onducted by the General Council on 
Ministries, UMCom states that "the two most important issues facing 
the United Methodist General Conference ... are expected to be a pro
posed 'transformational direction' for the denomination, with implica
tions for a major reorganization, and homosexuality." 

Isn't it striking that the top two issues are inward-looking ones? 
Why, a modern-day warrior for God might wonder, is the church so 
inward-focused on its own structure and rules while a limitless horizon 
of mission opportunities stretches out before those who look about 
them? 

In "History's Lessons for Methodism in Mission (New World 
Outlook, May-June 1999), Professor Dana L. Robert of the Boston 
University School of Theology noted that "Methodist mission has flour
ished when there has been a healthy balance between expansion and 
consolidation, between individual initiative and corporate follow
through." It would seem, then, that structures and rules that enable 
mission to flourish would have to allow for bold, creative responses to 
human need. This quadrennium has been characterized by such 
responsiveness-in the renewal and expansion of mission in Eastern 
Europe; in the burgeoning church growth in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America; in the ever-expanding Volunteers In Mission movement; in 
Hispanic, Native American, and Asian ministries in the United States; 
and in restorative-justice ministries and shalom communities around 
the globe. So, as a church, let's continue our outward focus on the won
derful work God is doing through United Methodist hands. 

-Alma Graham 
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P aul wrote to the Christians in Corinth several years 
after establishing a church there. The church was 

probably more like a cluster of house churches-a 
loosely knit organization, a mission project of sorts. You 
might call it an institutional ministry in Corinth. 

However the church was labeled, Paul intended 
these particular words in I Corinthians to be addressed 
to a particular group of people facing a particular prob
lem. And we've gone and read their mail! Have you 
ever interrupted someone who was reading a letter and 
had that person tum the page over or fold it up and 
stuff it back into the envelope in a hurry? 

The Corinthians might well have gone into contor
tions if they had known that, for almost 2000 years, 
people all over the world would be reading their mail. 
Paul's letter portrays them in an unflattering light and 
divulges a number of things that they might have 
wished to keep private. 

History of Corinth 
The location of Corinth was ideal for settlement, both 
commercially and militarily. As real-estate agents are 
fond of saying: "Location, location, location!" Corinth 
had been a major city of antiquity, probably founded by 
Dorian Greeks in the tenth century B.C. For over 850 
years it was a major hub of trade. It was quite worldly 
and very cosmopolitan. 

But in A.O. 146, Corinth was demolished by the 
Roman legions. They killed all the Corinthian men and 
sold all the women and children into slavery. They 
destroyed all the buildings and left the city in ruins. It 
was left that way for 100 years. But the location was so 
strategic that Julius Caesar established a colony there in 
44 B.C. and slowly the city came back to life. 

The people who reinhabited Corinth were prima
rily veterans of the Roman legions and many former 
slaves. In this new city, they discovered opportunities 
for economic and social advancement that would not 
have been available to them elsewhere. The military 
veterans were steeped in the chains of command. 
Former slaves were well aware of levels of authority 
and pecking orders and sought to claim new identities 
through upward mobility. 

The citizens of Corinth understood being looked 
up to and being looked down upon. So most of the 
people of Corinth at the time Paul visited also under
stood relationships as unequal. They assumed a peck
ing order in all of life and preferred to work for a more 
elite position than their forebears. They brought this 
attitude with them into the newly formed church. 
Another feature of the Corinthian church was that the 
majority of the new Christians were gentiles. There 
seems to have been only a small Jewish community in 

Corinth and so only a small number of converts from 
the synagogue were members of the Christian commu
nity. Thus only a small number of members of the 
church were familiar with the commandments, the 
promises, and the expectations of the God of Israel. 

Paul spent about 18 months in Corinth preaching 
and planting seeds for Christian community. He had 
some time to teach and organize and plan the program, 
but then he moved on. Within three or four years, some 
problems and serious misunderstandings arose in the 
Corinthian Christian community. They arose largely 
out of the tendency of some to arrange relationships in 
classes of order and importance in which pride and 
rivalry were seen as normal. 

Two things prompted Paul to write to this group. 
First, he had received a report from "Chloe's people" 
that there was serious dissension within the communi
ty (I Corinthians 1:11). Paul was in Ephesus at the time 
and presumably Chloe's people came to visit and com
plain. The second prompt came when the Corinthians 
themselves wrote to Paul to ask his advice on several 
things upon which there was disagreement among 
them. 

Paul wrote a pastoral letter. He addressed contro
versies about the resurrection, abuses of the Lord's 
Supper, sexual immorality, legal disputes-Christians 
who were suing one another in church-the consump
tion of meat offered to idols, and the question of who 
had the best gifts to offer to the church. The church was 
divided into warring factions. 

We see an organization that magnified trivialities 
and trivialized matters of great importance. All the 
while church members feuded over who had the best 
and most to offer the community. 

The tone of Paul's letter to them suggests that 
he sees the Corinthian church standing at a 
moment of crisis and testing. He 
grasps the dissension and the divi- ~ 
sion in the church. In fact, it might _ 
be said that the whole book of First ~ 
Corinthians is an extended appeal for 
unity. 

Some difficulties can be dealt with more 
easily than others. A stepson sleeping with his 
stepmother (5:1) is a problem that's pretty 
straightforward. But other problems are of indi
vidual differences: economic, cultural, social, 
spiritual differences. The church in Corinth is a 
community whose individual members are 
used to living in a strict order of priorities and 
assigned worth. How will they deal with a 
Gospel that proclaims: "There is no longer 
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
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If the whole body were an eye, or the whole 
body an ear-all a single member-where 
would the body be? If everyone is speaking 
in tongues, who is going to take up the 
collection? If everyone can only add 
up the collection, who is going 
to sing in the choir? If everyone 
can only sing, who will preach? 

there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you 

are one in Christ Jesus" 
(Galatians 3:28). 

Some of these Corinthian Christians are not just 
upwardly mobile economically and culturally, they are 
also upwardly mobile spiritually. They want to have-
and claim to have-the best spiritual experience. Some 
have been given gifts of the Spirit that they feel are spir
itually superior. This is costing the community dearly, 
not just because of hurt feelings and disagreements but 

because this attitude flies in the face of the Gospel. 
Earlier in First Corinthians, Paul wrote: "God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong" (1:27). 
But "the strong" haven't been paying attention. They 
have been caught up in exercising showy displays of 
spirituality. 

Some of them are disrupting or dominating the 
church's meetings by disorderly utterances that are 
unintelligible to other members of the community, 
Spirit-inspired or not. Those who are speaking in these 
unintelligible tongues seem to be proud and joyful 
about their ability to enter the heavenly sphere and 
speak with "tongues of angels." Others, who are with
in earshot during worship, find both the utterance and 
the pride disruptive. 

Paul never disputes the authenticity of these peo
ple's experiences or the gifts they have received. But he 
is cautionary and corrective. He goes on to suggest a 
deeper way of thinking about various gifts. 

Varieties of Gifts 
Paul writes: "Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activi-

ties, but it is the same God who activates all of them 
in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good" (12:4-7). 

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? The answer is no. There are a variety 
of gifts. Paul expands this idea further in verse 17: "If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 
sense of smell be? ... If all were a single member, where 
would the body be?" (12:17-19). 

I remember a hideous B-movie I went to see when 
I was 14. My dad was an Air Force officer stationed in 
Tokyo and there was not a lot to do on the military base 
where we lived. So one rainy Saturday afternoon I went 
to see a monster movie at the base theater with a whole 
gaggle of teenage girls. It was a black-and-white movie 
with horrible actors. Through some awful scientific 
accident, a creature had been formed that was a huge 
brain with a trailing spinal cord. That was all. 

This is the picture that Paul is drawing for the 
Corinthians. If the whole body were an eye, or the 
whole body an ear-all a single member-where 
would the body be? If everyone is speaking in tongues, 
who is going to take up the collection? If everyone can 
only add up the collection, who is going to sing in the 
choir? If everyone can only sing, who will preach? 

If all were a single member, if all had the same gift 
of service, not only would there be no Body of Christ, 
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sp~ but life would be boring and a whole lot of needs 
hesj would go unmet. God loves diversity. That is why we 
l:2 have seasons, day and night, hot and cold, different 

sizes and colors of people, anteaters and armadillos, 
ys cactus and camelias. Bountiful, abundant life is given 

from the infinite well that is the heart of God. There are 
varieties of gifts, and everyone has one. 

rh 

Paul says it plainly: "To each is given the manifes
tation of the Spirit for the common good"(l2:7) . Either 
that is true or it is not true. And Paul makes the case 
that it is true. Each and every member of the Body has 
a gift of value to contribute. The analogy of the human 
body demonstrates that the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts. 

Paul is stressing that, with diversity, there is the call 
to work together for the common good. In the Body of 
Christ, gifts are given not for the private edification of 
the recipients but for the common good. To act as a 
Lone Ranger may be credible political philosophy in 
some circles, but it is bad theology and has little to do 
with the Gospel. 

No Bad Gifts 
Do you have an aunt or family friend who always gave 
you practical but unexciting gifts for Christmas and 
your birthday? It was hard to write the thank-you 
letter that your mother insisted you send. ou have 
your own ideas about gifts too. A gift is not an expecta
tion, nor is a gift ever demanded. A gift is not a deposit 
or payoff for something in a relationship. A gift is a gift 
precisely because it is freely given. 

As Paul writes about gifts, the word he uses is 
charismata. Charis in Greek means grace or favor. Gifts 
are signs of God's grace, freely given. God wants to give 
us gifts. And every gift from God is good. God does not 
recycle hard, dry "spiritual fruitcakes." 

I was in a store recently and witnessed a conflict 
brewing between a young teenager and her mother. 
They were Christmas shopping and the mother was 
instructing her daughter how to shop and what present 
to get for her (the mother). As the conversation pro
gressed, it seemed like an old rehearsed script. Almost 
in tears, the girl grimly said: "Keep your money. It may 
not cost as much, but this year you're getting some
thing I pick out for you." 

r We don't pick out the gifts we get from God. When 
rh you are given a gift, it is considered good form to 
gu accept it graciously, not to stamp your foot and declare: 

"But I wanted that other one." So each one is given the 
gift God chooses to give. And then .. .. you open it. 

e 
n 

e 

Have you opened your gift yet? Have you used it? 
God's gifts to us are given out of love and when we 

accept them and use them, our efforts are warmly 

received. When you begin to discover the gifts that God 
has given you, one by one, and begin to take awkward, 
tentative steps to use them (all the while praying fran
tically: "Help me, help me!"), God does not thunder 
back: "But you led the meeting without authority and 
forgot half the agenda." Or: "Why did I ever think you 
could teach Bible school, or be a director of a mission 
institution, or be president of a board of directors?" No, 
God tenderly takes our efforts to use our gifts, attaches 
them to the celestial refrigerator door, like a crayon
drawn gift presented by a child, and turns and says: 
"I love you too." 

Each of us is given some manifestation, some gift. 
Open each and accept the greatest gift of all, the love of 
God. We will be shown a still more excellent way. 0 

The Rev. Diane Amanda Moseley is executive director of 
Killingsworth, Inc. , a community residence in South 
Carolina for women in crisis. This Bible study was first pre
sented at the Institutional Ministries Quadrennial 
Conference in Houston, Texas, November 1999. 

Pastoral Letter 
From the Council of B-ishops 

As a Council of Bishops, we have experienced a 
new grow!h in our own sense of unity in Jesus 
Christ. We confess that we are still learning how 
to celebrate our diversity while also affirming our 
unity. We are learning that o unity is a gift of 
God who holds us together in the midst of diverse 
opinions, varieties of languages, and a multitude 
of unique experiences. Let no one mistake the 
Spirit's variety of gifts in our midst for any lack of 
common commitment to Jesus Christ. Even 
though individual bishops may express their per
sonal convictions, we are united in our desire to 
serve Christ, to lead the church faithfully, and to 
be a witness to the unity of the Spirit. We contin
ue to pray for the whole United Methodist Church 
to discover this same sense of unity in Christ. 
Because the church is one body in Christ, your 
episcopal leaders are committed to leading the 
church to maintain unity amid all troublesome 
and difficult issues. 

From: A pastoral letter to the United Methodist people 
around the world, November 5, 1999. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 2000 

I I 

7 



8 

~ 

on the Mission Mandates 
The General Board of Global Ministries received several specific assignments from the 1996 General 
Conference, some of which were continuing assignments from the 1992 General Conference. The 10 ministries 
described below were voted into action by General Conference and then assigned to the GBGM for research, for
mulation, or administration, depending on the specific instructions given. Brief reports are provided in order to 
update readers on the ministries, as delegates prepare for the work of General Conference 2000. Following these 
short descriptions, New World Outlook citations are given to indicate coverage in articles published earlier. 

1----
Restorative Justice 

In 1778, the General Conference of 
the Methodist Church made it the 
duty of every preacher to minister 
to the incarcerated. The Global 
Criminal Justice Mercy Ministries 
Institute-the original proposal of 
the General Conference-was 
changed to the Restorative Justice 
Ministries Office of The United 
Methodist Church and assigned to 

Inmate Israel Espericuet participates in a 
worship service at the Oakdale Federal 
Correctional Institute in Oakdale, 
Louisiana. 

the GBGM to administer. During 
the quadrennium, an executive 
director, Harmon Wray, was cho
sen to direct the office, which is 
housed in Nashville. "Restorative 
justice is not a program," notes 
Wray. "Restorative justice is a per
spective, a point of view, a focus 
from which we can understand bet
ter the realities of crime and pun
ishment in society." 

The Restorative Justice Ministries 
Office seeks to nurture ministries 
with prisoners and crime victims 
and their families, seeking to bring 
victims and offenders into dialogue. 
It also works to foster changes in 
the criminal-justice system and to 
identify resources to help those 
working in criminal-justice min
istries. The office has held jurisdic
tional training events for annual 
conference representatives, devel
oped a restorative-justice network 
within the church, and identified 
some effective models for ministry 
in the United States and elsewhere. 

The office plans to explore a certifi
cation process for those working in 
prison ministries and plans to 
assign missionaries to work in the 
field of restorative-justice and 
prison ministries. (See New World 
Outlook, July-August 1999, and 
Response, June 1999.) 
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2----
National Comprehensive Plan for 
Town and Country Ministries 

The GBGM was asked to oversee a 
plan for the development of Town 
and Country Ministries in the 
United States. A task force named 
by the GBGM held consultations 
and conducted a nationwide sur
vey of selected United Methodist 
congregations in small-town and 
rural settings. In addition, several 
town and country organizations or 
associations shared their ideas, 
while members of the task force, 
themselves, contributed important 
insights drawn from long years of 
experience. The report, entitled 
"Born Again in Every Place," por
trays the church and community 
contexts and identifies the assets, 
needs, and expectations of church 
members. 

Respondents expressed a need and 
a desire to reach new populations 
moving into rural areas but also an 
uncertainty as to how to proceed. 
The report urges the church to con
sider effective training models and 
resources to equip congregations to I 
welcome new populations and to 
reach out to existing neighbors. 
Better preparation of clergy to serve 
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Left: Bi~hop Dan S~lornon commissions the Rev. Kyong Heekim of Rainbow Korean United 
Me.thod1st Church m New York, NY, as a Korean missioner. Right: The word church in 
Chinese, Korean, and Khmer (Cambodian). 

in small-town and rural settings, 
lay training, and the forging of 
stronger links between rural and 
urban churches are among the 
actions suggested in the report. (See 
New World Outlook, January
February 2000, pp. 14-17.) 

3----
Korean American Ministries 

General Conference created a task 
force to conduct a comprehensive 
study of Korean American min
istries and to bring back a report for 
the 2000 General Conference. The 
task force devised a survey that was 
sent to clergy and laypeople serv
ing in 70 Korean American congre
gations. Thirteen focus groups were 
then held across the United States. 
Interest groups within the church 
(Korean clergywomen, Korean cler
gy who are serving non-Korean 
congregations, and others) partici
pated in the focus groups. 

The report suggested three ways in 
which the general church could 
respond to the needs of the growing 
Korean American ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. The 

respondents cited leadership devel
opment as important for both 
clergy and lay ministers in Korean 
American congregations. The need 
for education in United Methodist 
history, doctrine, and theology was 
cited as well as study of the connec
tional nature of the church and how 
its administrative and representa
tional structure works. The Korean 
community also identified an 
urgent need for finding new ways 
to minister to the "next generation" 
of Korean Americans-those who 
were born in the United States and 
grew up in the American culture. A 
third area of concern was the need 
to continue developing new "mis
sion congregations" as Korean 
immigrants continue to arrive in 
the United States. (See pp. 20-22.) 

4----
Asian American 
Language Ministry Study 

This study assesses and assists min
istry among 10 Asian ethnic groups 
that have developed ministries 
among immigrant populations in 
the United States. The groups are 
Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, 

Formosan, Hmong, Japanese, 
Korean, Lao, South Asian, and 
Vietnamese. Key areas of interest 
are new congregations, community 
ministries, clergy and lay leader
ship training, and resource devel
opment. Filipinos constitute the 
largest sub-ethnic community in 
the United States today. A plan to 
enable the growth of Filipino con
gregations is now under way. 

5----
National Plan for 
Hispanic Ministry 

Since 1992, this churchwide min
istry has been administered by the 
GBGM through the office of the 
National Plan for Hispanic 
Ministry. This continuing plan from 
the 1992 General Conference put an 
emphasis on the mobilization of 
annual conferences in the develop
ment and support of ministries 
among Hispanic peoples in the 
United States. Since the plan's 
inception, 64 new congregations 
have been chartered in 30 annual 
conferences, 17 missionaries have 
been commissioned in 11 confer
ences, 208 missions and fellowships 
have been established in 46 confer
ences, 32 small groups have been 
formed in 8 conferences, 538 "faith 
communities" have been estab
lished in 51 conferences, 263 

The Rev. Noemi Perez attends a National 
Hispanic Plan event in the Southern New 
Jersey Conference. 
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Top: Children of Ghana outside the new 
Shalom Clinic in Watreso, Ghana .. Above: 
A child attending Vacation Bible School at 
the Northern Arizona Native American 
Ministries in Kayenta, Arizona. 

church-school extensions have 
taken place in 30 conferences, and 
839 outreach ministries have taken 
place in 47 conferences. 

As of mid-1999, the National Plan 
had trained 796 lay missioners and 
100 pastor-mentors representing 46 
annual conferences. National and 
regional facilitators were trained to 
assist with the training of lay mis
sioners and pastor-mentor teams. 
(See New World Outlook, March
April 1996, pp. 8-9.) 

6----
Native American 
Comprehensive Plan 

The Native American Plan is struc
tured around four commitments: 
congregational development, lead
ership development, Native 
American spirituality, and denomi
national presence. Leadership 
events over the quadrennium 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 2000 

included the first Native American 
AIDS consultation and a Lay 
Speakers' School (held in conjunc
tion with the General Board of 
Discipleship). A School of 
Evangelism is scheduled for this 
spring. Congregational-develop
ment ministries took place in the 
Southwest and in Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and Delaware. A 
Native American supplement was 
produced in cooperation with the 
United Methodist Publishing 
House for Native American 
Vacation Bible Schools. Dancing 
with a Brave Spirit: Telling the Truth 
About Native Americans, 1999-
2000 was published by United 
Methodist Communications with 
the help of the Task Force on Native 
American Economic Development. 
The Plan also assisted in the forma
tion of a Native American Film 
Resources Library at United 
Methodist Communications. (See 
New World Outlook, January 
February 2000, pp. 34-37; March
April 1996, pp. 4-7.) 

7----
Communities of Shalom 

In response to the uprisings in Los 
Angeles following the acquittal of 
the White police officers who had 
been videotaped beating an African 
American motorist, Rodney King, 
the 1992 General Conference man
dated the creation of Shalom Zones. 
The mandate set a goal that, by the 
year 2000, 300 Shalom communities 
would be established across the 
United States. The primary focus of 
the Shalom Initiative was to 
respond to the social, racial, educa
tional, and economic inequities 
faced by underserved and under
valued groups in urban and rural 
communities across the United 
States. Currently, 331 Shalom sites 
are in ministry. They focus on the 
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initiative's four goals of economic 
development, strengthened multi
cultural relationships, health and 
healing, and spiritual growth. 
These 331 Shalom sites are present 
in 41 US annual conferences and in 
Zimbabwe and Ghana. 

Creative funding and collaborative 
work have secured financing in 
excess of $5 million. These funds 
have been realized largely through 
the work of individual annual con
ferences and Shalom sites partner
ing with state, federal, and private 
funding sources. Four annual con
ferences-South Carolina, Florida, 
Texas, and New York-received 
more than $800,000 as a result of 
partnerships with the AmeriCorps 
Program. The Community Invest
ment Foundation, a separate fund
ing entity, was established to 
address the demanding needs for 
financial support to Shalom sites. 
The National Shalom Committee, 
in consultation with the General 
Board of Global Ministries, pro
vides direction to the work of this 
initiative. This committee is 
appointed by the Council of 
Bishops. (See New World Outlook, 
Jan.-Feb. 2000, p. 22-25, 41-42, 48.) 

8----
Program on Substance Abuse and 
Related Violence 

.e The Program on Substance Abuse 
:ht and Related Violence (SPSARV) 

coordinates church resources to 
support congregations and partner
ing organizations around the world 
in their efforts to address addiction 
to alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs 
and the violence that is often associ
ated with the use of such sub
stances. SPSARV aims to raise the 
consciousness of the church in its 
work in the community on drug 
and drug-violence issues. Program 

priorities include raising awareness 
and empowering churches with 
tools and strategies; emphasizing 
the social impact on children, 
youth, and young adults; and help
ing churches break the code of 
silence by talking openly about 
alcohol, tobacco, and drug use. 
SPSARV is administered through 
an interagency process related to 
the Council of Bishops . 

SPSARV launched a demonstration 
project in Arkansas to tackle the 
problem of drinking on college 
campuses. The project involves a 
Wesley Foundation, a Shalom Com
munity, and a public university. In 
addition, through its work with 
United Methodists in Europe and 
its recent expansion into Africa, 
SPSARV is sponsoring a consulta
tion for Central Conference mem
bers entitled "Hope for the World: 
Making a Christian Witness to 
Eliminate Alcohol, Other Drugs, 
and Related Violence." SPSARV 
also co-sponsored four Substance 
Abuse Training Seminars (SATS) 
across the United States and a 
youth seminar in Norway in which 
participants created action plans. 

Above: Youth attend a substance-abuse 
training seminar in Washington , DC. 
Right: The Rev. Kirk VanGilder provides 
sign-language interpretation for a United 
Methodist event. 

9----
Ministry to the Deaf 

The 1996 General Conference con
tinued this mandate from 1992 in 
order to ensure that United 
Methodist general agencies coordi
nate their efforts in developing and 
advocating for ministries among 
the deaf. The committee is recom
mending a plan for "Strengthening 
the Connection with the Greater 
Deaf Community for the New 
Century." 

10 
AIDs Ministry 

The AIDS ministry started as an 
interagency task force in 1992. Most 
recently, an international consulta
tion was held in Zimbabwe. It dealt 
with AIDS education, prevention, 
and counseling; home-based care; 
the needs of children orphaned by 
AIDS; and reducing the stigma 
attached to HIV infection. The 
GBGM recommends that the work 
of the task force be incorporated 
into the ongoing health and welfare 
ministries of the Board. 0 
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ITl he US Librarian of Congress, James H. Billington, 
~knows Russian history and culture inside-out. 

But when he invited United Methodists to help host 
more than 2000 visiting Russians in their homes and 
communities last summer, he didn' t reckon on the 
depth of personal connection these American hosts 
would make with their Russian guests during a dizzy
ing succession of 10-day visits. Nor could he have pre
dicted the copious tears that would fall when the 
Vanyas and Alexandras said goodbye to the Johns and 
Marys at airports all over the United States. 

"We're not so different after all," these hosts and visi
tors discovered. "We don't have to be afraid of one 
another." 

The Librarian of Congress may not know everything. 
But he knew a viable partner when he saw one, and he 
engaged the United Methodist Russia Initiative as one 
of two major hosting organizations (Rotary 
International was the other). Each organization placed 

more than 700 Russians in host homes and communi
ties between July 23 and September 30. Other agencies 
placed lesser numbers, bringing the visitor total to 
nearly 2000. 

A Formula for Bedlam 
The calendar of this "Open World" Russian Leadership 
Exchange reads like a formula for bedlam. High points 
include the following: 

• Dr. Billington floated his proposal for this pro
gram-the most ambitious exchange program in the 
United States in many decades-in a magazine 
article published in the summer of 1998. The idea was 
to develop cultural and political links between 
Americans and Russians, particularly younger 
Russians who held or would be running for political 
offices locally, regionally, and nationally. 

• Among those who read the article was Dr. Robert 
Harman, Deputy General Secretary at the United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM). 

Page 12, clockwise from top left: Koysta attends a powwow in San Diego, California. Russian visi
tors visit the neonatal intensive-care unit at Central Methodist Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. Vladimir 
Pavlov (right) talks to a farmer in Port Huron, Michigan. Pages 12-13: Dmitri Novikov and Maksim 
Maksimov check out an Idaho State Police car with Sergeant Eric Dayley. Below: A good time was had 
by all at the Statesville bowling alley in Statesville, North Carolina . 
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Harman sent a copy to Dr. R. Bruce Weaver, director of 
the GBGM's Russia Initiative, with a simple query: 
"Can we do this?" 

•In December 1998, Harman and Weaver secured a 
meeting with Billington and his staff. Billington lis
tened carefully as they explained the Russia Initiative's 
successes-dating to 1991-in linking American 
United Methodists with Russians through Supporting 
Congregations, Partner Churches, and Volunteers In 
Mission teams. 

• In February 1999, Billington was the featured speak
er for the Russia Initiative's seventh annual consulta
tion in Dallas, Texas. 
No more than six 
people knew what to 
expect. But as church 
news outlets later 
reported, the Librar
ian of Congress elec
trified the several 
hundred participants 
with his vision of 
bringing present and 
potential Russian 
leaders to the United 
States- and doing it 
with United Meth
odists' help. A reso
lution adopted the 
next day said, in 
effect: "Count us in!" 

J. William Matthews, a retired missionary and veteran 
communicator, and laywoman Ilona O'Brien from the 
Highland Park United Methodist Church in Dallas, 
which has been an active, heavy-hitting participant in 
the Russia Initiative. Their jobs were essentially to 
locate churches willing to host about four Russian visi
tors and an interpreter for 10 days and to schedule 
arrivals, itineraries, and departures. 

After hurried, earnest letters and /1 cold calls" on every
one they could think of and through ads and stories in 
The United Methodist Reporter, the Russian Leadership 
Exchange team became flooded with responses. 

Weaver grins as he 
recalls some of the 
responses. One New 
Yorker was eager to 
host some Russians
but not until October 
2000. A California 
layperson described 
herself as a "terrific 
hostess" because she 
knew a lot about 
wine and vodka. A 
layperson from south
west Texas objected 
to "bringing all those 
Communists to this 
country, especially 
when you know the 
KGB will be right in 
the middle of them." 

• Enthusiasm is no 
substitute for funds. 
Not until May 1, 
1999, could Billing

Olga Danilova and Marina Mukhima sample American pizza at CeCe's 
Restaurant in Russellville, Arkansas. 

The American Council 
for International Ed-

ton report to Weaver and others that it looked as if the 
US Congress would join with the Library of Congress 
in sponsoring the exchange. But word of the actual $10 
million go-ahead from Congress didn't come until May 
21. And the first group of visitors was scheduled to 
leave Russia only six weeks later, on July 4! 

Mission Must Be Flexible 
Weaver put the challenge this way: "Mission must be 
flexible, and it sometimes gets messy. We have elastici
ty and flexibility that some don't have." 

No one knows how many times the elasticity came 
close to snapping or the flexibility almost froze. But 
Weaver recruited some short-term staffers-including 

ucation administered 
the program in Russia-selecting participants, buying 
tickets, and seeing the visitors off at airports. Not until 
the Russians reached their airports did they know 
where exactly in the United States they were going. 
And their hosts-families, churches, and communi
ties-almost never had more than five to seven days' 
notice of who was coming or when. (See Bulletin 
Inserts, p. 36, for some memorable stories about hosts' and 
guests' adventures during the visit.) 

Down-Home Suggestions 
In addition to receiving program details from the 
Library of Congress, host families received a letter from 
Weaver with 14 practical down-home suggestions. 
Among them were the following: 
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~rai • On the first day, give Russians a house tour; explain 
strange night noises (air conditioners, etc.). 

• View kitchen appliances; invite guests to cook a meal 
if they wish. 

• Explain security systems, locks, pet shelters, and 
equipment such as tools and mowers found in the 
garage or home shop. 

• Demonstrate the washing machine; invite guests to 
assist with chores in the yard or garage. 

•Do a perception check midway through the visit. Are 
expectations being met? Are any changes needed? 

The "any changes" question actually overlaid the entire 
program. Instead of only the Russian political leaders 
and leader-aspirants that Billington originally envi
sioned, community leaders such as nongovernmental 

e officials and university faculty members also were 
invited. Weaver explained the switch: Russian elections 
were coming up in September 1999, and some Russians 

b either holding or aspiring to office needed to spend 
those 10 days at home rather than in the United States. 

Signs of Serendipity 
Feedback to the Russia Leadership Exchange staff in 
Dallas indicated dozens-maybe hundreds-of exam
ples of serendipity. For example, there was the Russian 
cheese maker who got to visit the Swiss Colony in 
Wisconsin. There was the farmer who saw a working 
farm in Arkansas and got to go fishing. And there was 
the group that participated in a peanut harvest. 

Weaver summed up the experience in the October 1999 
issue of the Russia Initiative's newsletter, Update! 
He wrote: 

"The Russian Leadership 
Program, like an old
time [summer] 'revival,' 
stormed t_hrough the 
Russia Initiative, led by 
Dr. James H. Billington, 
Librarian of Congress. 
Since early June it has 
devoured time and ener
gy, yet it generated pub
licity and excitement. 
Described as a 'work in 
progress,' it was almost 

Russian visitors find out 
about the American election 
process in the Page County 
Courthouse, Clarinda, Iowa. 

a 'wreck in progress.' But even with an impossible time 
frame, frustrations, and language barriers, it has 
emerged as a grand experience. Host families will 
treasure intimate moments with Russian visitors. We 
say, 'Thank you, Dr. Billington, for having the dream 
and including us."' 

Perhaps the person least surprised by the summer 1999 
exchange's success was Weaver himself. In 1992, when 
the United Methodist Russia Initiative was in its infan
cy, he made an eight-hour trip from Moscow to Samara, 
Russia. There he offered leaders of the Russian Peace 
Foundation the Partner Church idea. 

"What if teams from the United States came to your 
city," he asked, "and together you and they decided on 
the needs in your city? Then a covenant to work togeth
er could be arranged for several years. The visiting 
teams could also invite you to the United States, 
because mission is a two-way street." 

Mission is indeed a two-way street, and it's also elastic, 
flexible, and sometimes messy. Bruce Weaver may not 
be Librarian of Congress but he knows United 
Methodists and he knows mission. All he needed this time 
was a partner. And James Billington, the scholar of Russian 
history and culture from Washington, filled the bill. 0 

John A. Lovelace is Editor Emeritus of The United 
Methodist Reporter and a 1998 inductee into the United 
Methodist Association of Communicators (UMAC) Hall of 
Fame. J. William Matthews, who is cited in this article, 
joined him in the Hall of Fame on January 14, 2000. 
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Made Possible Through 
UMCOR in ArDlenia 
by Wendy Whiteside and Judy Wollen 
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Miracles happen. 
They happen every day.Sometimes 
we don't notice them because we 
expect miracles to be instantaneous 
and dramatic and staggering. 
Instead, most of God's miracles 
happen slowly, gradually, and the 
final outcome is transformative. 
Usually we don' t identify such 
transformations as being miracles 
because we didn't bear witness to 
them or hear any miraculous events 
described. But miracles they are, 
and here are testimonies to just a 
few of the miracles taking place in 
Armenia today. These miracles are 
happening thanks to the work of 
The United Methodist Church 
through UMCOR, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. 

"Sunshine" Loan Miracles 
Armenia is a sunny country lying 
east of Turkey and south of Georgia 
in the Caucasus Mountains. Its citi
zens know that the sun is vital for 
life-giving plants and animals to 
thrive. The word aregak means 
"sunshine" in Armenian. So when 
a new program was started to help 
Armenian women build agricultur
ally based businesses to support 
their families, aregak was a natural 
choice for its name. In Armenian, 
AREGAK is also an acronym for 
"Sustainable Agriculture Assistance 
for Women." 

For the women and families 
that benefit from the AREGAK pro
gram, the results can be miraculous. 
The women move slowly and grad
ually from existence in a survival 
mode to a thriving life. Their mira
cle extends to include not just them
selves and their families but the 
entire community. 

AREGAK is a microcredit pro
gram for small groups of women. It 
works by providing small loans 
that are guaranteed by groups cre
ated for this purpose. Each five
member "Guarantee Group" is 

carefully self-selected since each 
member guarantees any AREGAK 
loans taken out by other group 
members. Before any loans are 
granted, each member is required 
to attend four training sessions to 
learn the program and its goals and 
objectives. 

After 13 years, Ira Haykoran, 
the mother of two girls, needed a 
miracle. She was working 16-hour 
shifts in a bakery to support her 
family. School fees were a constant 
burden. After months without 
being paid her salary, Ira quit the 
work that was damaging her health 
to find another means of support. 
Friends offered her a large oven. 
Others promised a loan to help her 
start her own bakery. Ira got the 
oven, but her friends couldn't pro
vide the start-up capital. So, for a 
time, Ira lost hope. 

One day Ira saw an AREGAK 
advertisement and attended an 
introductory meeting. She con
vinced four friends to join her in 
forming a Guarantee Group called 
"Hope." After meeting AREGAK 
requirements, three group members 
got loans and started the bakery. 

Today, the three produce over 
150 loaves daily and average a $6 to 
$8 profit. Ira now earns more work
ing a 6-hour day than she did when 
she worked a 16-hour day! With her 
second loan, she will expand her 
business, producing more bread 
and adding pastries. Ira now feels 
confident that her daughters can 
get the education they need. For 
them, it's the bread of life. 

Planting seeds for additional or 
different crops, building green
houses to allow longer growing 
seasons, learning to make cheese-
all are ways in which miraculous trans
formations can happen for women 
through the AREGAK program. 

Noah's Ark Miracles 
The biblical story of Noah and the 
flood, the ark, and the rainbow is 

miraculous. So it is not surprising 
that another program producing 
miracles in Armenia is named 
Noah's Ark. The Noah's Ark pro
gram is designed to work miracles 
in three ways. It will empower poor 
families to provide for their chil
dren. It will give young people 
skills training that will help them 
support themselves as adults. And 
it will help institutions that care for 
homeless children develop well
run farms to grow their own food . 

Armenia's gross domestic 
product per person is only $2750, 
compared with $30,200 in the 
United States. The country's official 
unemployment rate is around 11 
percent, but some analysts estimate 
the actual rate at 20 to 40 percent. In 
most cases, adults who have work 
are not paid full wages regularly. 
Thus many parents find themselves 

Opposite, p. 15: Children of Annenia at a 
Noah's Ark Day celebration. A bove: A 
family picks up a calf during their village's 
Noah's A rk Day. 
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Top: Excess commodities from the US Department of Agriculture arrive in Armenia to be 
sold. The profits will fund relief and development projects. Above, left: Susanna's family 
receives a cow on Noah's Ark Day in the village. (See Bulletin Inserts, p. 35.). Above, right: 
AREGAK loans enable Armenian women to start small businesses, such as a bakery. They 
are then able to keep their children at home and in school. 

unable to provide for their children. 
When they are beyond hope, they 
place their children in orphanages, 
believing that life in the institution 
is better than what the parent can 
provide. 

The Noah's Ark program has 
features that were pioneered by 
Heifer Project International. It pro
vides a mother with one or more 
start-up resources- typically, a 
cow, a flock of chickens, or some 

berry bushes. With care, time, and 
nurture, the initial gift can provide 
income to support the family. Later, 
each beneficiary becomes a donor 
when she "passes on the gift" of the 
animal's first offspring or the crop's 
first seeds. The miracle of keeping a 
family together in difficult times 
cannot be measured. 

For children who go to an 
orphanage because their parents 
are impoverished, the possibility 
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that they will gain the skills and 
abilities needed to support them
selves in adulthood is small indeed. 
Noah's Ark provides vocational
training opportunities for these 
children. Each vocational-training 
program is centered not in the 
orphanage but in a school nearby. 
There, children are provided ani
mals or crops to care for. The profits 
from their work belong to them, so 
they have resources with which to 
begin a business when they gradu
ate. These children also "pass on 
the gift," ensuring the continuation 
of the program. The dream of a self
sufficient future for them-which 
was undreamable before-is now a 
miracle on the cusp of realization. 

The third aspect of Noah's Ark 
is a goal for the future. When the 
first two aspects of the program are 
well-established and successful, the 
program will broaden its scope, 
helping orphanages to develop 
well-run farms that can provide 
healthful food for the children who 
remain there. 

Miracles of Alchemy 
Alchemy-the transforming of base 
metals into gold-was the dream of 
many inventors and philosophers 
in the Middle Ages. Now one form 
of alchemy may have finally been 
achieved in Armenia. There, the 
church has succeeded in transform
ing ordinary commodities into 
Christ's mission! 

In cooperation with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), UMCOR receives excess 
commodities that have been pur
chased from US farmers and then 
sells these commodities in 
Armenia. Of course, this happens 
after careful research has been done 
and assessments made. UMCOR 
uses the funds generated by the sale 
of commodities to implement proj
ects in Armenia that the USDA has, 
in tum, approved. This kind of 
modern-day alchemy is called 
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monetizntion . And this alch my 
happ n in many other area of th 
world a well. 

M netization create a win-win 
situation. Without disrupting th 
local market, UMCOR introduces 
American commoditie into coun
trie where a food deficit exists. 
This, in tum, creates new job in 
countries where th unemployment 
rate may be a high as 80 percent. 
US ta payers benefit from having 
foreign-aid dollars administered by 
both a highly accountable and an 
ethically responsible organization, 
UMCOR. US farmers benefit from 
new and e panding markets. And 
war-torn countries or countries 
where the economy has collapsed 
benefit through UMCOR's use of 
the funds to provide essential pro
grams for relief and development. 

All of this good is accom
plished in the name of The United 

Methodist Church! It is accom
plish d by UMCOR, working in 
cooperation with both public and 
private partner : a government 
agency, the USDA; Rotary Clubs in 
Armenia and the United States; 
UNICEF, the United Nations 
Children's Fund; a church-related 
development agency in Germany. 
Each of these partnerships is a mir
acle through which God's love is 
shared in new and creative ways. 

God's Miracles Continue 
Miracles like these have been tak
ing place in Armenia since 1996. 
Their value exceeds $7 million 
when measured in dollars but is 
incalculably greater when meas
ured in lives. And all these miracles 
have been made possible by pro
grams designed by UMCOR and 
implemented in the name of The 
United Methodist Church. 

The story doesn't stop there. 
Miracles comparable to tho e 
wrought by UMCOR's programs in 
Armenia are also taking place in 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Turkey, Georgia, 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
Liberia, and Sierra Leone. 

The greatest miracle is the fact 
that God first loved us. As we expe
rience that love and share that love 
with others, God's miracles contin
ue. Miracles happen. 0 

Wendy Whiteside is Assistant General 
Secretary in the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief General Board of 
Global Ministries . 

Judy Wollen is the Volunteers In 
Mission Coordinator for Armenia and 
the Balkans. 
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What is our history? 
The Deaconess of today cherishes 
her venerable history, which goes 
back to the time of St. Paul , when 
Phoebe was mentioned as a 
Deaconess in Romans 16:1. 

The United Methodist Deaconess 
movement began in 1888, when a 
request for recognition of the 
Office of Deaconess was granted 
by the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church . 
Deaconesses in the United 
Methodist tradition have persevered and triumphed over the years. 
After being involved in an unresolved "Study of the Ministry" for near
ly a quarter of a century, Deaconesses celebrated a significant victory 
in 1996 when the General Conference affirmed the ministry of 
Deaconesses and recommended no change in their status. The 
Deaconess program is being revitalized to move into the 21st century. 

In the United States, Deaconesses are among those who work the 
hardest serving the sick and the poor and carrying out deeds of mercy 
and compassion with persons living on the edge of society. 

Because I have the support of my sisters in the faith- both in our 
own denominational organization and in many other denomina
tions worldwide-I know that I am not alone. 

Marilyn Benson 
Church and Community Worker 

Deaconesses gave me personal support when I 
felt terrible about losing what seemed to be a 
ministry led and inspired by God. Being a 
Deaconess helps keep me aware of the world an 
of all God's people-whether across the street, 
across the city, or across the world. My commit
ment makes a difference in my attitude and spiri
tual presence. It means that people I meet know I 
care. So being a Deaconess enhances not only 
my personal life but also the lives of those around 
me. I am a Deaconess because I care and 
because I know the difference God's Spirit 
makes. It is with grateful humility that I tell folks I 
am a Deaconess and have an official connection 
to what I believe is a wonderful hand of God, The 
United Methodist Church. 

Shirley Lukens 
Church and Community Worl<ef 



Are yo committed to 
makin Jesus Christ 
known in the 
fullness of 
his mis ion 
througHout 
the world by: 
•Alleviating suffering, 
• Eradicating causes of injustice and all that robs life 

of dignity and worth 
• Making possible the development of all human potential, and 
• Sharing in building the global community through 

the church universal? 

II so, the Deaconess Program Is where you belong. 



What are the qualifications 
and procedures for becoming 
a deaconess? 
Qualifications: 
1. A call from God to full-time mission

oriented service. 
2. Membership in The United Methodist 

Church. 
3. Good physical and psychological 

health. 
4. Emotional maturity. 
5. Ability to work with other people. 
6. Employment in a church-related or 

helping profession. 
7. Openness to itinerating (suggested, 

not required). 
8. Biblical, theological, and sociological 

grounding in the following studie~: 
a. Old Testament. 
b. New Testament. 
c. Biblical and theological founda

tions of mission. 
d. History, doctrine, theology, and 

polity of The United Methodist 
Church. 

e. Sociological, economic, and 
political studies. 

f. The social principles of The 
United Methodist Church. 

9. Commitment to functioning through 
"diverse forms of service directed 
toward the world to make Jesus 
Christ known in the fullness of his mis
sion, which mandates that his follow 
ers: 

a. Alleviate suffering. 
b. Eradicate causes of injustice and 

all that robs life of dignity and 
worth. 

c. Facilitate the development of full 
human potential. 

d. Share in building global commu
nity through the church univer
sal."* 

• ~1313 of The Book of Discipline of The UMed Methodist Church, 1996. 

Steps in becoming a Deaconess 

1. The applicant completes and returns 
the Personnel Information Form 
(generic application, reference 
forms, and transcripts). 

2. The Personnel Information Form is 
reviewed by the Personnel Services 
staff team. 

3. A letter is sent to the applicant 
regarding the action of the Personnel 
Services staff team. 

4. The applicant receives a staff inter
view and a psychological exam/ 
interview (generally in New York). 

5. A letter regarding the final action of 
the Personnel Services staff team is 
sent to the applicant. 

6. Upon approval, the applicant moves 
to the candidate stage and begins or 

completes Core Studies. 
7. Upon completion or near comple

tion of Core Studies, the candidate 
participates in orientation/prepara
tion at the Mission Resource 
Center in Atlanta. 

8. Arrangements are made for the 
candidate's appointment to 21 
hours or more per week in a 
church-related or helping profes
sion. 

9. The candidate is commissioned by 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

10. The appointment is made official 
by the bishop of the annual confer
ence in which the Deaconess will 
be serving. 

For additional information, please contact the Deaconess Program Office, 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 320, New York, NY 10115. Telephone: 212-870-3850. Fax: 212-870-3774. 
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This brochure is free, except for postage and handling. Please mail order wih check 
payable to: SERVICE CENTER, PO BOX 691328, CINCINNATI, OH 45269-1328 

COSTS FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
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For billed or credit card orders, call toll-free: 1-800-305-9857 FAX orders: 1-513-761 -3722 
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In 1996, 
the General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church passed a resolution that "an inclusive task 
force be appointed by the Council of Bishops in con

sultation with the GBGM and the National Association of Korean 
American United Methodist Churches and the National Association of 
Korean American Clergywomen" to "conduct a comprehensive study of 
the concerns and needs presented by, but not limited to, Petition 21731." 

Petition 21731, sent to the General Conference by the National 
Association of Korean American United Methodist Churches, requested 
the creation of three Korean American missionary conferences-in the 
Northeastern, North Central, and Western US jurisdictions-to help 
Korean American congregations participate fully in the church. 

Though the petition brought to the General Conference did not pass, 
the resolution that was passed recognized the spiritual contribution made 
by Korean American churches within The United Methodist Church. It also 
recognized the difficulties experienced by congregations attempting to 
work within a church that operates mainly in the English language and fol
lows American cultural practices. 

Task Force Findings 
A main concern among both laypeople and clergy is that the traditional 
styles of leadership that worked well for first-generation congregations 
may not serve the second generation equally well. The Korean American 
United Methodist community has experienced tensions within its mem
bership over such issues as the role of clergywomen, the role of the laity, 
the need to develop either Korean-language resources or bilingual and 
English-language resources, and the need to develop leaders who can min
ister effectively to the next generation of Korean Americans. 

The Task Force on Korean American Ministries that was called for by 
General Conference identified three major areas that The United Methodist 
Church needs to address within Korean American congregations. The first 
is leadership development for both laity and clergy so that they can better 
understand the workings of The United Methodist Church and the con
nectional relationships that govern its structure. The study recommends 
training in cross-cultural communication skills, United Methodist polity, 
and the United Methodist connection. Training in Korean culture is recom
mended for leaders in US conferences that have Korean congregations. 

A second area of concern is the fostering and development of ministries 
to the next generation. The study found that a large number of Korean youth 
and young adults are leaving first-generation churches in a silent exodus. 
While some leave to join other ethnic churches or predominantly White 
congregations, many have stopped participating in the church altogether. 
The Korean community wants to develop new models of ministry to meet 
the needs of the next generation, primarily in Northern Illinois, Boston, 
New York, New Jersey, and Los Angeles. In many cases, these ministries 
need to be in new or existing bilingual or English-speaking congregations. 

Korean churches in the United States began as mission churches. The 
third area of concern is focused on the need to develop new "mission 
congregations." Korean immigrants continue to arrive in the United States. 
Small congregations still need nurture in order to become self-sustaining. 
The vision of the Task Force on Korean American Ministries is that the 
Korean American church will become an integral part of The United 
Methodist Church and will participate fully in its life. D 
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THE KOREAN AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY 

About 1.4 million Korean Ameri
cans live in the United States. 
• Those born in Korea who 

immigrated to the United 
States as adults are the first 
generat ion and make up the 
largest group. 

• Those born in Korea who 
immigrated as children are the 
t ransgeneration. 

• Children of the first two groups 
are the second generation and 
grandchildren are the third 
generation. 

KOREAN AMERICAN - --1 
UNITED METIIODISTS 

The Korean American ministry 
of The United Method ist 
Church and its predecessor 
denominations began in 
Hawaii in 1903. Christ 
Methodist Church, the first 
Korean American Protestant 
Church in the United States, 
was established in Honolulu. 

CONGREGATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

There were 7 Korean American 
congregations in the 1960s, 30 in 
the 1970s, and 360 in the 1990s, 
including 81 new mission con
gregations and 20 English
speaking congregations. 

Today there are 500 Korean 
American pastors in the United 
Methodist connection. Of 
these pastors, 95 percent were 
born in Korea, 41 percent were 
ordained in the Korean 
Methodist Church , 90 are 
Korean clergywomen, and 24 
are members of the transgen
eration or second generation. I 
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Page 20, below: The Women's Society of the Olive Methodist Church in Wahiawa, Hawaii, about 
1946. Above: Members of a Korean American congregation today. 

This page, below: Korean Methodist Mission Conference meeting in Hawaii, circa 1912. Right: 
The Rev. Changsoo Lee and a parishioner at Wilshire United Methodist Church in Los Angeles, 
California. Bottom: The Western Jurisdiction Korean American Mission of The United 
Methodis t Church in the early 1990s. The three clergy in the center, left to right, are Bishop 
Melvin Talbert, the late Rev. Choonsoo Chung, and the Rev. Kwang-Jin Kim. 
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Fewer than 10 percent of the 
Korean American clergywomen 
are seroing Korean-la11guage 
churches. Most serve in various 
other ministerial settings within 
The United Methodist Church. 
Sirty-five percent serve predomi
nantly White congregations. 



RogerSadkr 

Roger C. Sadler, who has been Art Director of New World Outlook 
for the past 30 years, is retiring from the General Board of Global 
Ministries on May 1. Roger's name first appeared on our masthead in 
March 1970, when he was still with the National Council of Churches-
seven years before he joined the GBGM staff. He came one month after 
the United Methodist mission magazine World Outlook merged with a 
Presbyterian publication called new to form New World Outlook. In 

order to "illuminate God's work in the contemporary world," wrote 
Editor Arthur Moore, the renamed magazine "will use writers, photog
raphers, artists, and designers who express the modern sensibility." 

Enter Roger Sadler. Under his art direction, the magazine enhanced 
its reputation as a striking black-and-white photojournal for two decades, before moving to all
color photography in 1991. After joining the GBGM in April 1977, Roger was named Director of 
Production, Promotion, and Design in 1980---a post in which he produced between 500 and 600 
mission resources a year and initiated the strong promotional effort that made the church aware 
of them. Roger has also brought Global Ministries and its mission magazine numerous awards. He 
has won at least seven top Awards of Excellence from the United Methodist Association of 
Communicators-for Publicity (1986), Promotion (1987,1991), Artwork (1994), Magazines (1995), 
and Special Section or Supplement (1998, 1999}-plus far too many Certificates of Merit to display 
on his office walls. He was also instrumental in New World Outloo/is winning runner-up Best in 
Class Awards from the Associated Church Press in 1995 and 1998. 

Impressive as they are, Roger Sadler's many awards tell only a fraction of his tory. He has 
been responsible for planning, designing, building, transporting, assembling, staffing, and over
seeing the Global Village displays at the GBGM's 1987, 1993, and 1997 Global Gatherings. These 
displays included an entire tropical rain forest in 1993 and a simulated mine field in 1997. The 
101,000-square-foot Global Village of 1997 was t that time the largest display ever constructed 
under one roof. Prefabricated construction started in New York nine months in advance. It took 
four 18-wheelers to transport these displays to Kansas City, Missouri, where a core crew of 20 to 
40 people brought Roger's plans and designs to life and 5000 United Methodists visited the three
dimensional communication experience he had wrought. 

Even larger was the exhibit area Roger designed for the 1998 Assembly of United Methodist 
Women in Orlando, Florida: 144,000 square feet-the size of two and a half football fields-
including 30 large exhibit areas with such major constructions as walk-through houses, a burned 
church, a coal mine, and clusters of gazebos peopled with lifelike mannequins With 9600 atten
dees, this assembly accommodated three times as many people as the 1996 General Conference. 

Roger Sadler's work on enormous, seemingly impossible projects has been stupendous. Both 
the high quality and sheer quantity of the work he has overseen is staggering. But those of us who 
have worked with him day in and day out will remember him best for his character and tempera
ment, his unfailing wisdom and support. What we'll miss most will be his grace under pressure, 
his wonderful sense of humor (he's a talented cartoonist), and his strong commitment to Christian 
mission and the Christian faith. Thank you, Roger-for everything. -Alma Graham 
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MISSION MEMO 
Record Giving to the Advance 
ln 1999, United Methodists set a new record for giving 
to the Advance for Christ and His Church. William 
Carter, director of the Advance, reported $44 million in 
1999 contributions to Advance projects, compared with 
$30 million in 1998. The previous record of $34 million 
was set in 1985. From 1998 to 1999, contributions to the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief nearly dou
bled, from $15 million to $29 million. 

General Conference Delegates Surveyed 
Of the 831 US delegates to General Conference who 
responded to a GCOM survey, 648 are professionals. 
Seven out of 10 are over · 50; 8 out of 10 have total 
household incomes over $50,000; and 49 percent have 
household incomes over $75,000. 

Missions Partner in Sierra Leone 
Thirty representatives from a number of different 
Methodist groups and ecumenical partners met in 
Wuppertal, Germany, to discuss joint mission pro
grams to aid in recovery efforts in war-ravaged Sierra 
Leone. United Methodist Bishop Joseph C. Humper 
hosted the meeting, which was coordinated by United 
Methodist missionaries Joe and Carolyn Wagner, who 
work with Operation Classroom in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia. Also represented at the meeting were the 
General Board of Global Ministries, thrnugh the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and the Women's 
Division; the Swedish and German United Methodist 
Boards of Missions; the Methodist Church in Ireland; 
the British Methodist Church; the European Baptist 
Mission; Bread for the World; and the Methodist and 
United Methodist churches of Sierra Leone. 

The groups agreed to coordinate common pro
grams between the United Methodist and Methodist 
churches in Sierra Leone, to minister to refugees and 
displaced persons in the refugee camps, and to assist 
with repatriation and resettlement. They also agreed to 
work in the critical areas of sanitation and health care, 
providing mobile clinics and renovating hospitals; to 
help farmers through their first new crop period after 
the war; and to establish a national trauma-counseling 
program. 

A Plan for the Congo 
A group of six religious leaders from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo traveled to New York for a spe
cial session of the UN Security Council in an effort to 
reconcile the warring factions in their country. United 

Methodist Bishop Fama Onema was one of the reli
gious leaders who came with a plan to implement the 
Lakasa Peace Accord, an agreement signed in the sum
mer of 1999. With the backing of Congo president 
Laurent Kabila, the religious community proposes t 
organize a consultation, or Inter-Congolese Dialogue, 
to foster peace and security in the region. The delega
tion called on invading countries to withdraw their 
troops from the Congo and urged the UN Security 
Council to send peacekeeping forces. Contributions to 
UMCOR's International Disaster Response #982450-8 
can support reconciliation efforts and UMCOR's min
istry with the area's refugees and displaced persons. 

Venezuela Relief Efforts 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), 
Church World Service (National Council of Churches), 
and Action by Churches Together (ACT, the disaster 
relief arm of the World Council of Churches) are work
ing together to bring aid to the victims of catastrophic 
flooding in Venezuela. Nationwide from 15,000 to as 
many as 50,000 people were lost. 

DEATHS Rachel Divers, retired deaconess with 36 
years of service in the United States, died July 20, 
1999 ... Don W. Holter, retired missionary with 11 years 
of service in the Philippines, died September 12, 
1999 ... Alice Nearhood, retired deaconess with 24 years 
of service in the United States, died October 2, 
1999 .. . Gerassimos Patrikios, retired missionary with 
10 years of service in Southern Zaire (now the Congo), 
died October 21, 1999 .. . Eunice Allen, retired deaconess 
with 36 years of service in the United States, died 
November 30, 1999 ... T. Jeanne Conover, retired dea
coness and home missionary with 43 years of service, 
died December 8, 1999 ... Ruth Cox Rudy, a retired mis
sionary who served in Zimbabwe, died December 13, 
1999 .. .lrvin A. Unruh, retired missionary with 14 years 
of service in India and Pakistan, died December 15, 
1999 ... Wendell B. Kramer, retired missionary with 9 
years of service in Bolivia, died December 19, 
1999 ... Barbara Helen Beecher, retired missionary with 
the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, with 30 years of service 
in India and 5 years of US service as a deaconess, died 
December 22, 1999 ... Horace S. Williams, retired mis
sionary with 20 years of service in China, died 
December 29, 1999 ... Cleo Barber, retired deaconess 
with 34 years of service in the United States, died 
January 11, 2000. 0 
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New World Outlook and 
Response, the two mission 
magazines of the General Board 
of Global Ministries, won three 
top Awards of Excellence given by 
the United Methodist Association of 
Communicators at the UMAC Awards Banquet in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on January 14, during the denomi
nation's Pre-General Conference News Briefing. 
Together, New World Out look and Response were 
honored with 21 UMAC awards. 

Response, the United Methodist Women's maga
zine, received UMAC's Award of Excellence for 
Magazines, winning recognition as the top United 
Methodist magazine of 1999! This award saluted the 
work of the entire Response team: Dana Jones, Editor; 
Yvette Moore, Managing Editor; A. Victoria Hunter, 
Senior Writer; Tanya Krawciw, Designer; and Nilda 
Ferrari, Spanish Editor. The Response team also won 
Blue Ribbons for Best of Division in all four magazine 
categories judged: General Excellence, Layout and 
Design, Editorial Content and Writing, and Use of 
Illustrative Materials / Artwork and Photography. 

New World Outlook, the Mission Magazine of 
The United Methodist Church, won UMAC's Award 
of Excellence for Special Section or Supplement. This 
award- which recognized three 1999 issues: "Health 
and Welfare Ministries," "Mission in the Twenty-First 
Century," and "Restorative Justice Worldwide"- was 
presented to the New World Outlook team: Alma 
Graham, Editor; Christie R. House, Associate Editor; 
Roger C. Sadler, Art Director; and Emily Grote, 
Layout/ Design. "Excellent publication," the judges' 
comment said. "Well designed and informative. Each 
issue fulfilled its purpose well. We suggest they all 
receive top honors in their category!" 

The Donald B. Moyer Award of Excellence for 
Photography went to Paul Jeffrey, a GBGM mission
ary and photojournalist in Latin America, for photos 
illustrating his article, "Guatemala Struggles to Find 
Peace," in the July I August 1999 issue of New World 
Outlook. This was the sixth time since 1993 that 
Jeffrey has won the top Photography award! 

The GBGM's two magazines 
also won Best of Division 

awards in three writing cate
gories. The Blue Ribbon for 

Editorial Writing went to Yvette Moore 
of Response for "Restoring Justice" (June 

1999). The Blue Ribbon for Feature Articles was won 
by S. Wesley Ariarajah for his article, "Christian 
Mission: The End or a New Beginning," in the May
June 1999 New World Outlook. And the Blue Ribbon 
for a Series went to Peggy Hutchison, the GBGM's 
Assistant General Secretary for Global Networks and 
Ecumenical Relations, and to Harmon Wray, 
Executive Director for Restorative Justice Ministries 
for The United Methodist Church, honoring their arti
cles on restorative justice in the July I August 1999 
New World Outlook. 

Between them, N ew World Outlook and 
Response and their contributors won a total of 11 
Certificates of Merit in addition to the three plaques 
and seven blue-ribboned certificates cited above. In 
the Magazine category, the New World Outlook 
team was awarded Certificates of Merit for General 
Excellence, Editorial Content and Writing, and Use of 
Illustrative Materials, along with a certificate for 
Special Section or Supplement. Response Editor Dana 
Jones was honored for her Bible study, "Go, Sell, Give, 
Come Follow," and the February 1999 issue of 
Response, "When We Hate," won a certificate for 
Special Section or Supplement. Other merit winners 
were Charles Cole, a former GBGM executive and 
New World Outlook columnist, Editorial Writing for 
"Wireless Worship"; Paul Jeffrey, Photography
Cover Photo, for "Honduran Man and Child," the 
March/ April 1999 cover of N ew World Outlook; 
Mike Du Bose, Photography-Cover Photo, for "A 
Palestinian Woman," the July I August 1999 cover of 
New World Outlook; Paul Jeffrey, Photography
Feature or Spread, for "The Health Challenges of 
Hurricane Mitch," March-April 1999 New World 
Outlook; and Ruth Kurtz, Publicity and Advertising, 
for the New World Outlook foldout brochure, "This 
magazine will take you places." D 
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On January 10, 2000, officials of the US Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS) waited for the Cape 
May out of Hong Kong to dock in Seattle's harbor. 
Acting on a tip from undisclosed sources, they came to 
see if one of the containers in the ship's hold carried 
human cargo. When the suspect 40-foot-long, 8-foot
wide metal box was opened, a longshoreman described 
the devastating scene: "The people looked like they 
had just been beaten, absolutely wiped out. They could 
hardly stand." He said the soft-top cargo container 
was strewn with over a foot of garbage, boxes of veg
etables, and jugs of water. Inside, two men and an eld
erly woman lay dead, casualties of the 15-day voyage. 

The 15 survivors were Chinese laborers who had 
paid smugglers for passage into the United States. 

The case of the Cape May stowaways is not unique. 
In a 15-day period in January, acting on tips, the INS 
seized 136 Chinese stowaways on eight different ships 
arriving at ports in Washington State, California, and 
British Columbia. The day after the Cape May arrived, 
another ship from Hong Kong, the Hanjin Yokohama, 
was found to be carrying 19 Chinese men in a cargo 
container. Their voyage appeared to have been easier 
than that of the Cape May stowaways. The container on 

At the Port of Seattle on January 11, 2000, the suroiving stowaways 
from the Cape May huddle in front of the container in which they 
lived for 15 days . Photo: Harley Soltes/ The Seattle Times . 

the Cape May was buried beneath four others. The 
inhabitants apparently had little air, no light or heat, 
and little food or water. "These people were buried 
alive," said one INS official. 

Once such Chinese immigrants reach the United 
States, they begin work, typically in restaurants or 
sweatshops, to repay the price of their voyage. This 
debt may be as much as $50,000 and may take years to 

ork off. The smugglers have contracted with US part
ners for the workers. If the undocumented workers are 
caught by the INS, they must apply for political asylum 
or face immediate deportation. In the days before the 
Cape May's arrival, 246 Chinese stowaways were 
deported, some of whom had arrived in containers. 
The Cape May container made headlines because of the 
three deaths. 

Most undocumented immigrants-even the 4000 
unaccompaneid minors caught by the INS each 
year-are either immediately deported or detained in 
US prisons. They do not receive the kind of publicity 
and privileged treatment given to 6-year-old Elian 
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Gonzales, whose mother drowned when the boat 
' smuggling them in from Cuba to Florida capsized. 

A lawyer in Portland, Oregon, tells of fighting for 
the release of a 15-year-old Chinese girl held in juvenile 
jail for seven months. She was among 105 people 
detained off the coast of Guam in April 1999. 
Eventually, with legal help, she was able to gain politi
cal asylum. Even so, she had to spend six more weeks 
in detention before being placed with a foster family. 

She was handcuffed during her court appearances. 
"The girl was crying and she couldn't wipe the tears 
coming down her face," her lawyer, Mark Potter, 
observed. "Her only crime was that her parents put her 
on a boat so that she could get a better life over here," 
he said. 

Justice For Our Neighbors 
In response to desperate situations 
experienced by many noncitizens 

UMCOR has helped local churches open 11 Justice 
For Our Neighbors clinics so far. These clinics have 
been established in Decatur, Alabama; Sioux City and 
Des Moines, Iowa; Jackson, Mississippi; New York, 
New York (Brooklyn and Chinatown); Dallas and Fort 
Worth, Texas; Herndon and Roanoke, Virginia; and 
Waukesha, Wisconsin. The project enables local United 
Methodist churches to provide valuable assistance in 
immigration matters to immigrants, refugees, and asy
lum seekers. It includes four major components: educa
tion, helping US citizens understand the circumstances 
that bring vulnerable people to their shores; advocacy on 
behalf of such endangered people; service delivery to 
help those in need; and theological reflection, committing 
Christians to reflect purposefully on what a Christlike 
response should be. 

Church-Based Legal Clinics 
Churches that become involved in 

seeking entry into the United States, 
the General Board of Global Love the immigration counseling are often 

those that have had first-hand experi
ence in trying to minister to immi
grants. The plight of the Golden 
Venture immigrants was what moved 
the Rev. James Law and New York 
Chinatown's Chinese United 
Methodist Church (CUMC) into 
action. Like the Cape May, the Golden 
Venture met with tragedy, making 

Ministries has pioneered a new pro
gram through its Office of Refugee 

• Ministries. This program, called 
"Justice For Our Neighbors," is a col
laborative project of the GBGM and a 
local United Methodist-affiliated 
project called "Just Neighbors 
Ministry." Although the Justice For 
Our Neighbors program may some-

so;ourner ... 
for you were 

sojourners in the 
land of Egypt. 

- Deuteronomy 10:19 

times help new arrivals to US shores, 
it is also designed to help longer-term residents who 
may be confused and confounded by US immigration 
laws. 

The Illegal Immigrant Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA) dramatically 
restricted individual rights and due-process protec
tions available to both undocumented and legal immi
grants. In the process, it drew a new hard line between 
citizens and noncitizens, treating noncitizens more 
uncharitably than they have been treated since periods 
of strong anti-immigrant sentiment in the early twenti
eth century. The act substantially affected most areas of 

, immigration law, severely limiting public benefits for 
I • immigrants, altering the asylum-seeking process, and 

curtailing judicial review of immigration cases. 
Lilia Fernandez, Executive Secretary for Refugee 

Ministries with the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR), notes: "IIRIRA is a restrictive and 
unjust law that not only affects undocumented persons 
but also legal permanent residents. Many persons in 
immigrant communities are suffering and in need of 
information and immigration legal assistance." 

headline news. That ship carried 286 
undocumented Chinese immigrants 

on a four-month voyage that cost 10 of them their lives 
in June 1996. Pastor Law and Joyce Chiu of the CUMC 
staff began regular visits to the Golden Venture detainees 
at the INS detention center at Varick and Houston 
streets in lower Manhattan. In the facility, they found 
200 immigrants crammed into an unventilated prison 
that was built to house detainees for no more than a 
week. Many remained there for months, even years. 

According to Law, detainees were denied mean
ingful access to legal representation and grievance pro
cedures, limited in access to family visits and medical 
care, and subject to abusive treatment by guards. 
Religious worship and educational services were also 
denied them. 

Chinatown is a community encompassing several 
generations of immigrants, many of whom are isolated 
from the dominant US society by language or culture. 
When the possibility arose of opening a legal clinic to 
address the serious legal needs of the Chinatown com
munity, the Chinese UMC welcomed the opportunity. 
Thus on Saturday, October 2, 1999, the Chinese United 
Methodist Church Immigration Legal Clinic opened its 
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CUMC members visited an 
immigration court and a 
model legal clinic, then lob
bied on Capitol Hill with the 
help of staff from the 
General Board of Church 
and Society. 

"I was amazed that so 
many people in the faith 
community would attend 
this training," Wong contin-

' ued, "and explore ways to 
work with community
based organizations to 
accomplish our mutual 
goals. We don't hear enough 
about this kind of good 
work. Sometimes the faith 
community has gotten a bad 
rap. People hear about the 
controversies but not about 

The planning committee for the Chinese United Methodist Church's Immigration Legal Clinic gath
er with staff members from the General Board of Global Ministries and the Just Neighbors Ministry 
outside the Chinese UMC in New York City's Chinatown. 

the good work sponsored by 
the General Board of Global Ministries through Just 
Neighbors Ministry. The connections we are building 
are essential-not only in our local church but within 
our community, with other churches, and across the 
country. It's really helped us gain the perspective that 
we are not doing things in isolation." 

doors for business. A team of immigration lawyers 
from Justice For Our Neighbors supervises the clinic 
and provides ongoing training for the church volun
teers. Pui Wong, chair of the legal clinic's planning 
committee, admitted: "We are starting modestly. We're 
able to see eight to twelve clients in a three-hour clinic 
one Saturday a month," she said. "But after the first few 
months, we hope to be able to expand our hours and 
refer clients to other services within the community." 

The clinic provides three types of services. The first 
focus is on immigration education. Videotapes are 
available covering a number of immigration topics, 
including asylum and deportation. Workshops and 
small-group meetings can be scheduled as needed. The 
second area of service is one-on-one consultation with 
clients, inspection of legal documents, and meetings 
with attorneys. During this process, the motto is "an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure." Clients 
can avoid serious problems by dealing with situations 
in advance. Finally, the legal clinic also provides a 
referral service. 

All clinic staff are volunteers. "The services we 
p rovide are free because God's love is free," Law notes. 
The planning committee at CUMC began work on the 
project in May 1999. Members went to Alexandria, 
Virginia, and Washington, DC, for a three-day training 
with volunteers from the other clinic sites. This train
ing, which brought together 23 church volunteers, was 
funded by UMCOR. Says Pui Wong: "Normally many 
of these communities would not cross paths. But here 
we had a chance for mutual learning and sharing." 

Methodist Immigrant Ministry 
The history of Methodist ministry among immigrants 
in New York City predates the Chinese United 
Methodist Church. In 1848, the New York Ladies 
Home Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church established the Five Points Mission to minister 
to the needs of the area's immigrants-at that time, the 
Irish fleeing the potato famine at home. The mission 
has cared for successive waves of immigrants, includ
ing Italians, eastern European Jews, and generations of 
Chinese. All of these immigrants have struggled to 
make ends meet in the narrow streets and crowded ten
ement buildings of lower Manhattan. 

Some of Five Points Mission's earliest programs in 
the 1850s included temperance meetings, a charity day 
school, and a mission chapel. The first Italian 
Methodist work in the United States began in 1889 
when a relocated preacher of the Methodist Conference 
in Italy conducted services at the Five Points Mission. 
The earliest groups of Chinese immigrants, primarily 
from south China around Canton, were brought to the 
United States in the 1840s as cheap labor for large min
ing companies during the California gold rush. The 
second wave of immigrants labored under harsh and 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 2000 

us 



dangerous conditions to complete the most difficult section of 
the Transcontinental Railroad in the Sierra Nevada. By 1875, 
there were 105,000 Chinese laborers in the West. The complet
ed railroad allowed the first significant numbers to move east. 

New York's Chinatown, along with other US Chinatowns, 
formed in response to intense anti-Chinese sentiment in the 
1870s and 1880s. Driven out of small towns and villages, the 
Chinese sought refuge in large cities, where they found mutu
al support and protection with other Chinese immigrants. As 
early as 1878, the pastor assigned to the Five Points Mi~sion 
helped a young Cantonese ministerial student open a C~ese 
evening school to teach the English language and lead a Bible 
study. Five Points Mission continued to serve the Chinese 
immigrant population into the twentieth century. The current 
Five Points Mission building, now occupied by the Chinese 
United Methodist Church, was dedicated in 1921 and included 
schoolrooms, a gymnasium, offices, and a chapel. 

Caring for the Community 
New York's Chinatown continued to grow slowly until the 
1960s. In 1965, the US government passed a new immigration 
law. The old law gave preference to nationalities already rep
resented in the US population, thereby ensuring continued 
strong immigration from northern and western Europe. The 
new law substituted a flat quota of 20,000 immigrants for every 
country, without regard to race and nationality. As a result, 
Chinatown began to grow rapidly in the 1970s and 1980s. 
Whereas earlier generations of Chinese were predominantly 
from southern Guangdong Province (Canton), the new immi
grants were from southeast China, primarily from the areas 
around the city of Fuzhou, capital of Fujian Province. 

Wong, chair of the clinic's planning committee, is an~
grant herself. Born in Hong Kong, she moved to the Uruted 
States at age 20 and worked for 13 years as a social worker in 
Chinatown, particularly on issues of child welfare, family sup
port, and prevention of child abuse and neglect. . "!he ~,rob
lems of undocumented Chinese workers are very difficult, she 
says, "and the immigration -issues in the whole community are 
very complex. This is a very important ministry of the CUMC. 
Through it, we are letting the community in Chinatown know 
that this church cares. The mission of the church is to be in the 
community and to be with others, especially those in need. I 
think it's clear that, by doing this, we want people to know 
we're with them." Says Law: "The immigrant legal clinic is one 
more way for this church to care for the community, for the 
immigrants, for the sojourners, in the name of God who is mer
ciful and just, who is the God of the oppressed." 0 
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UMCOR's Noah's Ark Program 
in Armenia 
by Judy Wollen, Volunteers In Mission Coordinator, 
Armenia and the Balkans 

The oldest of Susanna's 
five children, Hovik, 
recently lost an eye. 
Unfortunately, the fruit 
he picked for his hungry 
family belonged to 
another vulnerable fami
ly. The enraged owner 
beat Hovik so badly that 
he destroyed the eye. 

Susanna decided 
that she had no choice 
but to put two of her chil- Armenian women at Noah's Ark Day. 
dren in an orphanage so 
that the_y_w:ettt'cfhave something to eat. She wasn't eating enough her
self. Tier nursing infant was not gaining weight. 

Then the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) spon
sored a Noah's Ark Day in Susanna's village. Cows were to be given to 
families in need, and Susanna's family was chosen to receive one. The 
village used a lottery system to ensure that the animals were distrib
uted fairly among the recipients. Hovik liked one cow in particular. 
That night, Hovik prayed that God would give him that beautiful cow. 

The next day, local officials arranged a celebration for the Noah's 
Ark distribution. They made a "Thank you, UMCOR" sign for the city 
hall. They also arranged a presentation of the Noah's Ark story. 

As beneficiary families came forward, children dressed as angels 
drew numbers representing cows. Susanna, holding her thin baby, 
came up with Hovik and his siblings. The hand of the angel drawing 
the numbers went into the pot...and came out with the number of the 
cow that Hovik had been praying for. Hovik ran to the cow and 
hugged it with all his might. 

A few days later, Susanna's baby had gained two-thirds of a 
pound. The Red Cross agreed to provide an artificial eye for Hovik. 
Susanna will be able to keep her children as UMCOR continues to 
spread hope in Armenia. Contributions to support UMCOR's Noah's 
Ark program in Armenia can be made to Advance Special #250225-8. 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

The Price of Passage 
by Kenneth James Guest, a United Methodist doing graduate 
research on Chinese laborers in New York City 

In the hundreds of garment shops that dot New York City's 
Chinatown, today's immigrant women are paid by the piece for their 
sewing: 6<t for a T-shirt, 7<t for a shirt with hood and zipper, 9<t for a 
shirt with five buttons, 7<t for a long dress, and 8<t for pants with a zip
per and two pockets. It is not unusual for women in these sweatshops 
to work 6 days a week, 10 to 12 hours a day, for about $600 a month. 
Children often accompany their mothers to work after school, and 
"generous" bosses allow these child laborers to trim loose threads. 

Most of today's immigrants leave behind intense poverty in the 
rural areas surrounding the city of Fuzhou, the capital of Fujian 
Province, across the straits from Taiwan. Most have been told that, if 
they work hard enough, they will be able 
to make a better living for themselves 
and support their families back home. 
The journey is not easy. Human smug
glers now charge over $60,000 per per
son for the voyage. Undocumented 
immigrants arrive deeply indebted and 
often serve for five or six years virtually 
as indentured laborers. 

When we eat inexpensive Chinese 
food or wear inexpensive clothes from 
many major US apparel companies, our 
savings often come out of the pockets of 
struggling immigrants. With the help of 
the United Methodist <:;ommittee on 
Relief, the Chinese United Methodist 
Church in New York City has opened an 
immigration clinic at Five Points Mission 
to help exploited Chinese workers. New York City's Chinatown . 
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Host Stories From the Russian 
Leadership Exchange Program - 1999 
Dr. Bruce Weaver, Director of the United Methodist Russia Initiative for the 
General Board of Global Ministries, worked with Dr. James Billington, 
Librarian of Congress, to bring young Russian leaders to the United States to 
see how citizens live in a democracy. 

Charles Bryant was the host leader in Shreveport, Louisiana. His 
group was from all over Russia and met on the plane. They were 
apprehensive about going to a small town until they got off the plane 
and were greeted with singing and flags . Then they were excited .... The 
highlight was their visit to church on Sunday. One had no religious 
background and said when he left that "we need to build a Methodist 
church in my town." 

Nine Russians went to Houston, Texas, where they were able to 
attend a city council meeting. Citizens were there to make complaints. 
The council had department heads present and could immediately 
direct the complaints to the right person. This was most impressive to 
the guests. They didn't understand how government and the private 
sector worked together and that the private sector could do so much. 

The Russian guests in Fairbanks, Alaska, had a great time learning 
about volunteerism and how churches 
play a part in social programs. They 
were surprised that people would 
work for nothing, host Michael Munn 
reported. To have surplus goods was 
an unknown concept to them. 

The Russian guests who visited in 
Sawyer, Kansas, studied city and coun
ty government and made some time to 
fish. "We found that the United States 
has a lot in common with Russia," said 
Nikitina. "There are a lot of common 
problems and interests. We need to 
work together to find a common solu
tion to these problems." 

Russian guests in Akron, Indiana, cooked a 
meal for their hosts, the Haiflich family. 
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More Host Stories From the Russian 
Leadership Exchange Program - 1999 
Dr. Bruce Weaver, Director of the United Methodist Russia Initiative for the 
General Board of Global Ministries, worked with Dr. James Billington, 
Librarian of Congress, to bring young Russian leaders to the United States to 
see how citizens live in a democracy. 

Igor Gorevoy left America with T-shirts that said: "Yes, there real
ly is a Kalamazoo." .. .Igor is a manager of a TV station in Russia .... He 
sits on a city commission.in a city comparable to Kalamazoo (but even 
colder). The commission wanted to continue the closed meetings rule 
but Igor lobbied for open meetings and won. [In Michigan], while hav
ing the opportunity to speak on the radio, he shared his vision for 
Russia: that his son would be able to grow up in a free country. 

Jim Athearn in Springfield, Virginia, placed Russian visitors with 
disabilities in a hotel where local people could come to visit and eat 
with them. On one beautiful day, he was able to take them to George 
Washington's home. It is handicapped-accessible, which allowed them 
to tour comfortably. They were also able to visit local schools to see 
how children deal with disabilities in the school environment. 

NF 

Mardell and Herschel McClurkin in Alma, Arkansas, hosted three 
Russian guests. Mardell is sure God 
placed them where they were supposed 
to be. One, the translator, was searching 
for some answers after the recent deaths 
of several of her friends. When she found 
out that Herschel was a retired 
Methodist minister, she began asking 
him many questions. She must have got
ten her answers because she asked him 
to baptize her in the sanctuary. The other 
two Russians attended the ceremony. 

In Neenah, Wisconsin, the constant 
talk was how this program had blessed 
everyone. The visitors were given Bibles 
in Russian when they left. Since they 
were given two Bibles each, they were 
asked to pass one on. 
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Vi de-..------
Winter 1999 Edition No. 4 

(#2911; $19.95) 

View worldwide mission 
projects! see Missioners of 
Hope commissioning service 
In zambla. Also the women's 
residence, Mary Elizabeth Inn, 
In san Francisco and Native 
American family camps in Arkansas. 

Order your own copy by calling SERVICE CENTER AT 1-800-305-9857 

SUCCESSFUL STEWARDSHIP FUNDRAISING 
United Methodist Finance and Field Service 

"!have used Finance and 
Field Service three times, 
and all my campaigns 
have been great success
es. I like using my 'family' 
for this ministry If you are 
looking for someone to 
work with you, Finance 
and Field Service is as 
good as it gets. " 

The Rev. Lawrence R. Thompson Jr. 
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 
Woodbridge, Virginia 

Finance and Field Service can help you raise 
money for your operating budget, building cam
paign, debt reduction, or special mission pro
gram. We'll even do a feasibility study to help 
you determine your fundraising needs and 
potential. And your church will gain a new 
appreciation for faithful stewardship. Call us 
toll free at: 877-FFS-GBGM (877-337-4246). 

Finance and Field Service 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1521 , 
New York, NY 10115. 
E-mail : atoole@ gbgm-umc.org 
Visit our Web site at: 
http://gbgm-umc.org.evgrowth.ffs 
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OUR MESSAGE IS GRACE-OUR MISSION IS GROWTH! 
Evangelization and Church Growth 

A Mission Program Area of The United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries 

Resoun:es • Expertise • Networking • Leadership development 

Throughout the United States and around the 
world, we are helping United Methodists and 
their partners to spread the gospel and build 
strong, growing churches. We can help with: 

• New church development 
• Global mission partnerships 
• Investments in church growth 
• Loans for building and renovation 
• Stewardship fundraising campaigns 
• Guidance in architectural planning 

General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

Do you need 

For more information, contact: 

Evangelization and Church Growth 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10115 
(212) 870-3860 E-mail: erivera@gbgm-umc.org 
Web site: http://gbgm-umc.org/units/evgrowth 

More Money • Lower Rates • Faster Service 
to fund your church or parsonage construction, renovation, or relocation project? 

The General Board of Global 
Ministries and the United 
Methodist Development Fund 
have money to lend churches 
at new, lower rates: 

• 7 % for new loans 
• 6.5 % for new church starts 

Faster Service: 

We can pre-approve your loan request 
in just 72 hours. using our new 
Fast-Track application process. 

You can also apply using our Web site at: 
http://gbgm-umc.org/units/ evgrowth/ loans.html 

Contact General Board of Global Ministries/UMDF 
4 75 Riverside Drive, Room 1520, New York, NY IOI I 5 
Telephone (212) 870-3865. • FAX (212) 870-3895 . 
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"God bless 
you for your 
part in making 
our dream 
come true!" 

The Rev. Kathlyn James, Lake Washington United Methodist 
Church, Kirkland, WA 

As preferred experts in United Methodist 
church financing, United Methodist Develop
ment Fund only loans to churches. It's been 
that way since we started in 1960. That's why 
your financing needs become our priority. We 
can help you fulfill your dreams and plans for 
church growth and renewal. 

We offer more than just great rates. 
Because we're part of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, we can also refer you to 
others of our team for help with demographic 
analysis, architectural plans, fund-raising, and 
congregational development. 

So contact us to help you finance and plan 
new construction, renovations, and relocations 
for your church or parsonage. 

Current mortgage rates.* 
First units: 6.5 % per year. All other projects: 
7% per year. *Rates are subject to change at any time. 

Call, write, or visit our Website. 
Mention this ad and receive a 
special gift from UMDF! 

(212) 870-3865 
UMDF, 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1519 
New York, NY 10115 
http://gbgm-umc.org/units/evgrowth/umdf .html UMDF 

A JOURNEY 
IN SONG 

Lenten Reflections on 
Hymns by Women 

By Joyce D. Sohl 

A devotional booklet with Scripture 
references, song.c; written by 

women, questions for reflection, 
and sentence prayers. 

Use it with Songs of Women 
("2747 CD-$12.95; "2748 

cassatla-$8.95) as a companion 
music resource. 

Order A Joumar In Song 
(#2831; $4.95) by calling Service 

Centlll' at 1...fm.305-Sm7. 
Sangs of Women may also be 
ordered from Service Center. 
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http://gbgm-umc.org/resources/medbox 

United methodist Confreyations 
I Carinf for Othen 

wkh medical Supplies 

Jor mort information call: RIZ) 810-168), or writt: 
Health and Welfare Ministri ~15 Rivmidt Drive Room no Ntw York NY 10115 

A Pro9ram of the United Methodist Committtt on Relitf (UMCOR) 
and Health and Welfare Ministries, General Board of Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church 


