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HURRICANE MITCH REPORT FROM PAUL JEFFREY 

In place of my column, I'd like to excerpt a report from our missionary corre
spondent Paul Jeffrey on the Hurricane Mitch disaster and on an immediate 
on-site response in icaragua.-Alma Graham, Editor. 
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The One 
Great Hour 
of Sharing 

offering will 
he taken on 

Sunday, 
March 14, 

1999 

This year, One Great Hour of Sharing celebrates its golden anniversary. 
This historic moment is an occasion for both celebration and thanksgiving. 

We celebrate and give thanks because, for the past 50 years, the offering 
received during this special day has been a channel of blessings for many 
persons caught in the path of destruction created by hurricanes, floods, 
earthquakes, and other natural and human-made disasters. This offering has 
funded the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the arm of 
our church that has brought hope in places where despair and suffering 
threatened to overwhelm people. Through UMCOR, we have been present 
with Christian compassion in every corner of the world, feeding the hungry 
and extending hospitality to the stranger. 

We celebrate and give thanks because One Great Hour of Sharing has been 
tangible evidence of the unity of the church. This offering has brought 
together several denominations in a joint effort to address human need. It 
has enabled the church of Christ to respond in ways that no single congre
gation could. It has demonstrated our unity in love, in charity, and in wit
ness. We are grateful to God for the blessings we have received as we've 
shared with our sisters and brothers for the past 50 years. We have heard and 
witnessed the acts of courage, love, and kindness that take place when peo
ple help each other. 

It is inspiring to hear how the One Great Hour of Sharing offering is used 
by God to transform lives and to rebuild communities. It heartens us to 
know that we are part of such a mighty effort . 

Today I invite you to join once again with your sisters and brothers from 
other congregations around the world. Together, let us say a prayer of 
thanksgiving to God for One Great Hour of Sharing. And, as we pray, I 
invite you to recommit yourselves to our ministry through the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 

Sincerely, 

6~/JJv~ 
Bishop Elias G. Galvan 
Chairperson, Health and Relief 
General Board of Global Ministries 
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Passion for Ministcy in the 
World's Rough and Tumble 

by Paul Dirdak 

••• lood, hurricane, wind, rain, hail, fire, tornado, 
freeze, blight, earthquake--this list of disasters 
sounds almost biblical, doesn't it? Blood, 
frogs, flies, pestilence, boils, hail and fire 

(again), locusts, darkness, and death of the firstborn 
were the plagues visited upon Egypt-not to mention 
fear, rage, jealousy, palpitations, apoplexy, riot, armies, 
slavery, and drowning. The first list-from flood to 
quake--describes the mission field of the Emergency 
Services Office of the United Methodist Committee On 
Relief (UMCOR). It compares closely to the second list, 
so richly described in Exodus 7-11. 

Now the plagues upon Egypt were purported to be 
the judgment of God. Modem calamities are never 
described that way save by the most cynical. But two 
hailstorms occurring millennia apart are equally devas
tating, and the sore heads beneath them find mutual 
comradeship across the eons. Perhaps, now, there is 
new sympathy for countless ordinary Egyptians who 
suffered, although there may be less clarity about the 

redemptiveness of God's ancient intentions. God saved 
Israel in the vocation of Moses, not in the bombast 
against Pharaoh. That must also be the lesson for us. 

While UMCOR's stage is all too often of truly biblical 
proportions-with multistate regions flooded, hurri
canes striking areas that are in recovery from earlier 
storms, and a tidal wave in Papua New Guinea where
in villages vanished traceless in seconds-there are 
other biblical disasters transposed to modem times of 
even more devastating dimensions. When disasters are 
the collision of inanimate physical forces, we suffer our 
losses, bear the consequences, bind up the broken, 
repair and restore the damaged, and learn for the next 
time. But when disasters are the hard-won prizes of 
determined human malice, healing is far more remote. 
Some other human beings deliberately caused as much 
of your and my suffering as their ingenuity could ren
der. The result may be even more understandable in 
biblical terms than are the disasters of pure physics, 
such as earthquakes and floods. 
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Disasters of Malice 
The Bible tells all too well of war, 
rape as terror, mutilation as policy, 
theft, fratricide, infanticide, suicide, 
pillage, genocide, arson, murder, 
capture, banishment, enslavement, 
and exile. The Crusade Scholar
ships, UMCOR, and One Great 
Hour of Sharing-the offering that 
funds all of UMCOR's basic admin
istration-were each created to 
respond to the wreckage of World 
War II. In the 1940s, as in bibilical 
times and as now, predator peoples 
were arrayed against prey peoples 
with truly disastrous results. Today 
UMCOR responds to disasters of 
fully empowered malice in Bosnia, 
Croatia, Kosovo, Korea, Angola, 
Palestine, Northern Ireland, 
Kazakhstan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
the Republic of Georgia, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, Rwanda, and Haiti. 
More even than other demanding 
disasters, these disasters of human 
conflict are not for the faint of heart 
or the timid of conviction. 

Jesus was asked by the disciples of 
John the Baptist to clarify his 
Gesus') identity. Jesus told the 
messengers: "Go and tell John · 
what you have seen and 
heard. The blind see, the lame 
walk, and the poor hear good 
news."(Luke 7:22) B t Jesus also 
wanted his disciples to stop acting 
so surprised about and indignant 
over John's query. 
Jesus respected John 
for his due diligence. 
He knew that the 
stakes were very high 
and that both he and 
John worked among 
sophisticated opera
tives in the rough and 
tumble of a violent 
social revolution. He 
asked his followers 
about John: "What did 
you expect, a reed 
bent by the wind?" 
(Luke 7:24) 

Jesus and John have mutual 
respect for one another's gifts. Both 
are shrewd, focused, and deter
mined. They are not put off by the 
enormity of the Roman occupation. 
They both know that the people 
themselves are the ones loved by 
God and that governments which 
use people in their contests with 
one another over sovereignty are 
demonic. 

The NGO Opportunity 
UMCOR is no "reed bent by the 
wind." In the course of the last 
three years, UMCOR has created a 
new section, now referred to as the 
NGO unit. NGO is a common term 
in relief-agency circles, standing for 
"nongovernmental organization." 
Our NGO is located in Arlington, 
Virginia, among a great many other 
similar organizations, or NGOs. 
Each offers to assist governments, 
government departments, the 
United Nations, the European 
Union, and a host of large ecumeni-

cal organizations and 
philanthropic 

foundations in 
applying aid 

monies to 
massi ve 
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social problems. These large 
donors want to send funds to coun
tries in desperate struggles, but 
they need the likes of us-with our 
experience and solid reputation for 
truly providing help-to do it well. 

Having an NGO arm is a great 
opportunity. In the last three years, 
we have used an average of $1.8 
million per year that we 
received from United Meth
odist members to facilitate an 
average of $25 million per 
year that we receive from institu
tions which want to build on 
United Methodists' original gen
erosity in relief and basic develop
ment. We have thus far built on this 
generosity in Bosnia, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Liberia, 
Rwanda, and Haiti. In such places 
as these, no "reed bent by the 
wind" will do. 

The challenges are immense. We 
have rebuilt 10,000 homes in 
Bosnia-all under the gaze of the 
forces that shelled them in the first 
place-and we have reintroduced 
50,000 returning residents to the 
places they left. Though the 
Dayton Peace Accords were signed 
in December 1995 to end the war in 
Bosnia, no government-neither 
superpower nor new tenuous 
democracy-can actually do what 
the accords contemplated. It takes a 
church like ours to do it. 

Read in United Methodist 
publications about home 

rebuilding and resettlement in 
Bosnia. Read about the Youth 
Houses, the conflict-resolution 
training, emergency water 
repair, and health-care deliv
ery. All represent UMCOR at 
work using the most precious 
gifts it receives-those from 
your generosity in One Great 
Hour of Sharing. Your gifts 
build the conduit by which we 
organize and deliver many 
multiples of those resources to 
change the world. 
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In Azerbaijan, nationalist fighting 
since the collapse of the Soviet 
empire has left a nation over
whelmed by its internally dis
placed people. Last spring, the US 
State Department asked UMCOR to 
be the lead agency to organize a $6 
million .medical airlift to benefit a 
region of 300,000 refugees and dis
placed people. We have built a part
nership- including the Baylor 
School of Medicine in Houston, 
Texas, the Ministry of Health of 
Azerbaijan, and UMCOR-that 
will train doctors, nurses, and hos
pital administrators in the city of 
Baku. UMCOR staff on the project 
at this point number 160 people. 

Witnessing the Gospel 
Jesus knew not only the nature of 
the human suffering he saw but 
also the extent of it. He fed people 
on the hillside and he fed all of 
them. Orders of magnitude are crit
ical in demonstrating the abun
dance of God's love in practical 
terms among God's people. But if 
we are to be disciples, we will need 
to remember whose we are. 
UMCOR's NGO unit has found a 
way to bring the witness of the 
Gospel into places where we have 
not been and into places where we 
were but where changing condi
tions required new ways to work. 

We have been clear with govern
ments as well as with United 
Nations and European Union 
donors that the church of Jesus does 
not exist to pave the way for their 
public relations. Our Board of 
Directors, elected by the Jurisdic
tional Conferences, has adopted 
clear standards distinguishing the 
grants that we will accept from 
those that we will not. Recipients 
ask our staff about the church they 
represent, but they are not the only 
ones. Representatives of the US 
departments of State, Agriculture, 
and Defense have reason to learn 
about us and our motivations. 
UMCOR trains its NGO staff to 
respond to those questions directly. 

One of the reasons we are trusted 
is that, when we say we will not 
use public funds to build 
churches, we keep our word. 
But when the question is: "Who 
are we and why are we moti
vated?" the answer is this: 
"We are people 
made bold by 
strong and 
Godly love, and 
we are not 
ashamed to 
serve in the face 
of your hurt." 

When a Bosnian or Armenian or 
Liberian asks: "Who are you?" we 
answer by way of describing our
selves: '"What did you expect, a 
reed bent by the wind?' No, when 
you were wounded in body and 
heart, you encountered -us and we 

moved principalities and 
powers, we reminded 
thrones and dominions of the 
warrant out for them as long 
as their people bleed and 

starve. You children of wars found 
disciples of Jesus Christ who would 
stay with you and run between 
your recovery rooms and the 
world's storerooms for the sake of 
your tomorrow. We are the tough
ened Christians. We are no kind of 
reed at all." 

When United Methodists support 
One Great Hour of Sharing, they 
provide the only means for sup
porting the basic costs of the 
church's relief agency, UMCOR. 
UMCOR, in tum, meets challenges 
on behalf of the whole church that 
today are even more daunting than 
those we have met before. 0 

Tlze Rev. Paul Dirdak, a pastor from the 
California/Nevada Annual Conference, 
is now rz deputy geneml secretrzry of 

tlze General Board of Global 
Ministries, assigned to Mission 

Volunteers and to Healtlz 
and Relief, the latter of 
which i11cludes Health 

a11d Welfare and 
UMCOR. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1999 7 



8 

The bayou is decorated with its Sager-Brown opened first as an 
morning mist. A thick dew has set- @ THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH orphanage in 1867 to serve African 
tled on the grass-but not enough <r u Mc 0 R American children who had lost 
to empty the air of its humidity. their parents in the Civil War. In 
Glenn Druilhet arrives after mom- 1921, the Woman's Home Mission-
ing staff devotions to open the GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES ary Society of the Methodist 
UMCOR Sager-Brown Depot in ~-------------~ Episcopal Church purchased the 
Baldwin, Louisiana, for the day. Margaret Elston is property and renamed it the Sager-Brown 
waiting for her, ready to get to work. Orphanage and Godman School. It continued during 

These will probably be the only predictable events the years of segregation in the South to provide an 
to happen at the UMCOR Depot today. excellent education for African American children 
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Clockwise from top left: Computer classes 
for teen parents; a senior citizen receives 
food; a volunteer unpacks and repacks 
boxes; a senior waits for food; a volunteer 
pitches in. 

KOREA 
EMERGENCY 
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and youth. Finally, in the 1990s, the site of the former 
chool was pressed back into service as the UMCOR 

Sager-Brown Center and Depot, a collection site kept 
continuously stocked with UMCOR relief supplies. 

Now there is no predicting the course of a day when 
there are 70 volunteers between the ages of 16 and 80 
on the Sager-Brown campus. The volunteers who 
come are willing to share their faith through service 
in five different locations around the community. 
One group of 20 has finished a week of service and is 
leaving. Another group of 18 is arriving. There has 
been a call to alert the staff that a tractor-trailer truck 
full of food boxes for North Korea will be arriving. 
And it's Food for Seniors Day! Thus a hectic, unpre
dictable day of service to God and God's people 
begins at the UMCOR Sager-Brown Center and 
Depot. 

No matter what is happening on any given day or 
how many volunteers are on campus, you can 
always count on Margaret Elston. She remembers 
when Sager-Brown was one of the premier boarding 
schools for Black children. Her daughter- like many 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1999 

Volunteers make everything work at the 
Depot: whether putting together one of the 
many kits (top), sorting materials for flood 
buckets (above), sorting material dona
tions (below) , or rehabilitating low-income 
housing in the Sager-Brown neighborhood 
(lejt) . 

people over 40 in town-graduated 
from Sager-Brown. It was sad when 
the school closed. Desegregation 
had made it possible for minority 
children to get a good education in 
the public schools of the South. But 
the loss of the Sager-Brown 
Godman School still made people 
feel like a part of the town had died. 
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Even so, the sadness of losing the 
school couldn' t begin to compare to 
the trauma of Hurricane Andrew. 
In 1992, the storm came through 
and took the roof right off 
Margaret's house. There was so 
much damage-her furniture was 
ruined and pieces of her life were 
strewn throughout St. Mary's 
Parish and beyond. Just when 
Margaret thought that she had 
nowhere to turn, the Sager-Brown 
Center opened. Precious plywood 
and other materials were provided 
to Margaret so that her family 
members could get back on their 
feet. 

Now Margaret comes to the 
Sager-Brown Center and Depot 
nearly every day. She comes 
because she is happy that Sager
Brown is again a vital part of the 
community. She comes because she 
wants to give something back for 
the help that she and her family 
received. She comes to help others 
who find their lives disrupted by 
factors beyond their control. 

Today she is going to help people 
in North Korea. Maybe tomorrow 
she'll help someone somewhere in 
Africa or the Caribbean. It doesn' t 
matter where the help goes or to 
whom it is given. All who need the 
help of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief are part of 
God's family. 0 

Top right: Even with daily shipments 
coming in, somehow the UMCOR Depot 
never remains stocked for very long. 
Middle: A volunteer staffs the office. 
Bottom: UMCOR "goods." The UMCOR 
staff and volunteers model souvenirs. 

Wendy Whiteside is executive secretary 
of program management for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief See 
also "The Sager-Brown Center for 
Enabling Ministries" by Christie R. 
House, New World Outlook, fuly
August 1996 . . 
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The Disaster Network: 
~ltJJ'llf(J iJn~llfJlllf ~lllfCll 

The National Weather Service has 
just issued storm warnings for the 
southern Atlantic coastal regions 
and the islands in the Atlantic and 
the Caribbean Sea. At this point, no 
one knows how the storm will 
develop or what path it will take. 
People who are in the potential 
path of the storm watch the 
Weathe hannel on TV and keep 
the radio on in case more specific 
instructions are given. But they are 
not the only ones who watch and 
wait. United Methodists, whose 
houses and communities may be 
far away from the path of disaster, 
also watch and listen intently for 
news of the storm. The Emergency 

by Christie R. House 
When Hurricane Georges finally 

made landfall last September, i1 
was, at times, a category four hurri· 
cane with winds up to 130 miles pe1 
hour. It hit Puerto Rico, thE 
Dominican Republic, and Haiti 
dead on, cutting a swath mostly 
through the center of the islands. 11 
continued through the Caribbean, 
missing the lower end of Florida, 
though causing some disruption in 
the keys. Then it used the warm 
waters of the Caribbean as fuel to 
build up its speed again before hit
ting Mississippi, Alabama, and 
west Florida. It got as far a 
Gulfport and turned sharply north
ward, mostly missing Louisiana. 

Response Network of the United -+----------------+
Methodist Committee on Relief Top: Generators at Kreo/e UMC in Jackson County, MS. Above, 1 to r: Paul Dirdak 
(UMCOR), with members across meets with conference disaster coordinator Jack Provost, Mississippi Conference Bi hop 
the United States and at all points in Jack Meadors, and disaster response coordinator Lloyd Rollins. Flood victims pick up 

essentials at the UMC warehouse. Supplies for Hurricane Georges relief were quickly 
between, wait for the call that says: shipped to Kreole UMC in Jackson Countt;. Below: A volunteer from First UMC in 
"We need you. Come now." Slidell, Louisiana, works to clear an uprooted tree in Gulfport, Mississippi. 
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This wa fortunate for UMCOR, 
since the UMCOR Depot, where 
many of the relief supplies for deal
ing with such a storm are stored, is 
on the Sager-Brown campus in 
Baldwin, Louisiana. 

As Georges neared the United 
State , a few UMCOR staff mem
bers and consultants were headed 
to the scene of the impending 
disaster. Tom Hazelwood, Disaster 
Network Manager from the 
UMCOR offices in Arlington, 
Virginia, and Gordon Knuckey, a 
disaster consultant from Denver, 
Colorado, met with Nancy and Bob 
Osgood at Sager-Brown as Georges 
ripped its way through Puerto Rico. 
Bob is Director of the UMCOR 
Sager-Brown Center and Depot, 
with the overall responsibility for 
its operation, while Nancy is 
UMCOR's Disaster Response 
Volunteer Coordinator, based at the 
Depot. .The Osgoods had recently 
finished a term as missionaries in 
Haiti and were personally con
cerned about what Georges had in 
mind for the island of Hispaniola. 
This small team of four-along 

ly 
it with John Innis, the Chaplain of the 

Sager-Brown Center, and a host of 
volunteers-watched the latest i· 

~r satellite reports, the radar tracking, 
te and news reports about the storm. 
ti Then the UMCOR team went into 
It action. By September 25, Gordon 

Knuckey was in Puerto Rico with 
Darrell Long, a representative of 
United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission, and Letty Lafontaine from 
United Methodist Communications 
in Nashville. They met with Bishop 
Juan Vera of the Methodist Church 
of Puerto Rico, assessed the dam-

1, 

l, 

n 

0 

:l 

age, and developed a plan for dis
aster response. They did the same 
thing in the Dominican Republic 
with the Rev. Alejandro Figuera of 
the Iglesia Evangelica Dominicana 
(IED). The IED is a union of United 
Methodist, Presbyterian USA, and 
Moravian churches. 

Volunteers from First UMC in Slidell, Louisiana, clear rubble from a collapsed garage in 
Gulfport, Mississippi. 
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Nancy Osgood tracks Hurricane Georges at Sager-Brown. 

It had been 42 years since a hurri
cane of this magnitude hit Puerto 
Rico. "We are rookies in this thing," 
Bishop Juan Vera told Knuckey. 
Nonetheless, the Methodist Church 
of Puerto Rico had already opened 
seven collection/ distribution cen
ters throughout the seven regions 
of the island, and preparations 
were under way to provide coun
seling for children. A number of 
people from the Puerto Rican 
church had taken the UMCOR 
Disaster Preparedne s Training. 

Meanwhile, a call went out to Don 
Weaver in Buffalo, ew York. He 
and his wife Barbara had only 
recent! returned from coordinat
ing the first Emergency / Disaster 
Response and Management 
Seminar at Africa Univer ity in 
Zimbabwe. ow Don wa asked to 
meet with Missis ippi Conference 
disaster coordinator to help a ess 
relief efforts in the outhem United 
States. When he arri ed, Don found 
that Hiram Coker, the Disaster 
Response Coordinator from the 
Mississippi Conference, had 
already set up a warehou e and dis
tribution point in the conference. 

Jack Provost, who is an UMCOR 
Catastrophic Team volunteer, was 
already at work, considering this 
was his home conference. Walt and 
Marge Rudolph, UMCOR disa ter 
respon e volunteers, shared the 
team-leadership position with 
Weaver. The Missis ippi conference 
volunteer had also been trained by 
UMCOR in disaster response. 

What Can UMCOR Do? 
UMCOR can come into a di a ter 
site only with an invitation from the 
bishop of the episcopal area 
involved in the disaster. Without a 
bishop' invitatio , UMCOR can
not even end funds for reco ery, 
since without the participation of 
The United Methodist Church and 
it partner , UMCOR has no di tri
bution or relief network. But with a 
bishop's in itation, the UMCOR 
Emergenc Re ponse etwork
which is run for the mo t part b 
trained and e perienced olun
teer -can bring the re ource of 
The United Methodist Church to 
the di aster cene. 

UMCOR, charged by the United 
Methodist Book of Di cipline (para. 
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1326) to respond to disa ter , gives 
assistance to all people, regardless 
of race, color, economic status, or 
religious affiliation. Special consid
eration is assigned to emergencie 
that occur in marginalized and 
minority communities. UMCOR 
gives priority to disaster in areas at 
the lower end of the Phy ical 
Quality of Life Index, which factors 
in infant mortality, life expectancy, 
literacy, and per-capita income. 

The annual conference or church 
body that is mo t impacted by a 
disaster must "own" its re ponse 
and recovery efforts. UMCOR doe 
not manage the effort. It i a 
re ource through which the church 
empowers local ministrie to work 
for relief and reco ery in time of 
disaster. "Recovery is made po si
ble when local people own their 
own recovery. We don' t want to fos
ter dependence," ay Gordon 
Knuckey. "A disaster make you 
dependent enough. We want to 
re tore independence as much as 
po sible. The people mo t affected 
by the di aster need to control 
whatever they can. You might look 
at what we do and ask: 'Where is 
UMCOR?' The local reco ery 
group is named for the community, 
not for us. So you ha e 'Alban , 
Georgia, Flood Recovery,' or 
'Upper Midwe t Recovery' in the 
Dakota . " While K'lucke urge 
conference to take charge of 
United Methodist recovery efforts, 
he also urge conference leadership 
to form interfaith alliance to hare 
relief and recove efforts. 

" An interfaith-ba ed recovery 
bring in a man people a po i
ble from the communi . Our 
trength is that we already ha,·e a 
nited Methodist church in mo t 

e ery communi in the nited 
ta te . Each one is a potential recoY

ery place, hould a · a t r cur 
ri ht th r . UMC R k t 
empm er the local church t minis
ter \.vithin i own c mrnunity." 
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training to annual conferences and 
to district disaster-response com
mittee . The Disaster Training 
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1d twice a year. The training involves 
)R readiness to provide immediate 
at 
:al 
1rs 

:h 

es 

:h 
rk 
of 
;i· 
ir 
S· 

IU 

:o 
IS 

d 

is 
y 

.e 

;, 

p 
e 

l' 

relief but also encompasses how to 
set up a recovery organization that 
will remain on the scene over a long 
time. Such long-term organizations 
will be needed in Mississippi, 
Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic, and Haiti, thanks to 
Hurricane Georges. 

UMCOR may provide cash grants 
to help a conference assist people in 
need. UMCOR funding can also be 
used for organization and program 
costs and for equipment purchases 
to assist those in need. Only in spe
cial cases, as outlined in a specific 
Council of Bishops' Appeal, can 
UMCOR funds be used to repair or 
reconstruct church property. 

In addition, UMCOR can loan 
power tools and equipment to 
response efforts, assist a conference 
in the formation of a community
based interfaith recovery organiza
tion, and use its distribution points 
to receive, process, and ship donat
ed items from across the church to 
the scene of a disaster. As in the case 
of Hurricane Georges, UMCOR 
provides a Catastrophic Team of 
specialists skilled in various aspects 
of disaster response. This team 
works alongside conference teams 
until the conference can assume full 
responsibility for the recovery oper
ation after a disaster. 

Responding to Hurricane 
Georges, UMCOR was able for the 
first time to send a newly outfitted 
mobile field office from Sager
Brown to the disaster scene. It was a 
40-foot motor home that had been 
converted into a communications 
center with computers, printer, fax 
machine, copier, citizens-band 
radio, weather equipment, scan
ners, cellular. phones, and a four-

line telephone system. The new 
equipment was made possible in 
part by the volunteer efforts of the 
Rev. Paul Widicus of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. He con
sulted with a number of profession
al emergency-response personnel 
and secured the equipment, some 
of which was donated. Widicus 
returned the mobile office from 
Illinois to Sager-Brown just in time 
to press it into service. 

The Catastrophic Team also meets 
with representatives of the Federal 
Emergency Management Associa
tion (FEMA), the Red Cross, and 
other relief organizations to ensure 
that United Methodists are not 
duplicating the work of others but 
working in concert with other agen
cies to provide needed services. 

Oh yes, and UMCOR doesn't 
have helicopters, paratroopers, 
bulldozers, and the means to airlift 
supplies and people immediately 
into disaster-ridden areas. What it 
does have is many amazing and 
wonderful volunteers who dig in 
for the long haul, practicing a long 
obedience to God's will. They fig
ure out practical solutions for peo
ple who really need help with basic 
needs such as nutritional food, 
warm and adequate shelter, and 
clean water. After the Red Cross has 
closed its offices, after FEMA has 
moved on to other disasters, that 
local United Methodist-sponsored 
recovery operation will still be 
there until it is no longer needed. 

"We Had Just Closed Down!" 
Kaye Voth, volunteer director for 
the Albany, Georgia, Flood Relief, 
has been part of the church's long
term presence. In 1994 the Flint 
River in Albany flooded, leaving 
massive destruction in the flood 
plain. Ola Lee Toson, who is about 
72, had 6 feet of water in her house 
as a result of that flood. But she did 
not meet the FEMA requirements 
for assistance in rebuilding, nor 

Moravian church destroyed by Hurricane 
Georges in the Dominican Republic. 

could she afford the high monthly 
payments for flood insurance. As it 
happened, her house was the last 
one the United Methodists rebuilt 
before they closed down the flood
relief office. "We closed down the 
day she moved into her house in 
August 1997," notes Voth. 

There was only a little rest for the 
weary, however, before the Flint 
River flooded once again in 
February, followed by a second 
flood in March 1998. The Albany, 
Georgia, Flood Recovery was open 
for business again. Kaye Voth went 
to work with the South Georgia 
Conference and UMCOR Disaster 
Team, surveying the damage. 
While making their rounds, team 
members were hailed by Toson. She 
knew they'd be out in the midst of 
the damage. She was on the lookout 
for them. 

"Ola Lee's house was flooded 
again. She hadn' t even unpacked 
all her boxes from when we moved 
her in a few months before. She 
knew, living in the flood plain, she 
wouldn' t get any help from FEMA 
once again. This time, her house 
was the first one we rebuilt," says 
Voth. The conference teams assess 
how much FEMA, the Red Cross 
and other sources can contribute to 
a project and urge people to use the 
money if they can qualify for it. If 
they don't have enough, the sup
plies and all the labor are free. Even 
for those who receive money or 
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building materials, the labor costs 
about twice the cost of supplies. 

Volunteers in Mission 
Volunteer-in-Mission teams are a 

aluable resource in the recovery 
process. The South Georgia Confer
ence received a large number of 
teams from the Western Nor th 
Carolina Conference for help with 
the Albany floods. "It seems like 
they have a volunteer team in 
almost every church," notes Voth. 
For a solid year and a half, Western 

orth Carolina sent down one team 
per week with materials and labor. 
Team members arrived Sunday, 
worked through Friday, and left 
Saturday. Then Sunday the next 
team arrived, p icking up where the 
last team left off. "We never go into 
a house without being asked," Voth 
explained. "We don ' t preach. We 
speak the Love of God with a ham
mer and nails and boards. We give 
love in tangible ways." 

Nina Martin, of the Upper 
Midwest Recovery, describes some 
specific tangible tasks. "The work 
of recovery following a flood is 
exhausting. It's dirty, labor-inten
sive work. Ripping out carpeting 

atu ra ted with muddy wa ter 
requires a strong back. Tearing out 
water-ruined sheetrock is dusty. 
Getting the water heater, washer, 
and drier out to the curb to be 
hauled away means muscle. And 
then there is the rebuilding. It looks 
hopeless. 

"Enter Volunteers in Mission . 
They want to help . They are willing 
to do those dirty jobs. Some are 
skilled carpenters, plumbers, elec
tricians. Some are youth, full of 
energy and enthusiasm . Others are 
gifted listeners, allowing you to tell 
your story to someone who cares. 
They joke with you and sing while 
they work. Suddenly, things don' t 
look quite so bad . The volunteers 
have made a difference. They did 
more than work. They brought 
hope." 

Nina Martin has dug in for the 
long haul in Fargo, North Dakota. 
Remember the relentless flooding 
of the Red River and the devasta
tion of Grand Forks? The people in 
the upper Midwest remember it. 
They are still cleaning up. The dis
aster team had a little trouble get
ting started, though, since when 
you ask people in this part of the 

Nancy and Bob Osgood check out UMCOR's newly equipped communications van. It 
was quickly pressed into service after Hurricane Georges. 
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country how they are doing, they 
almost always say: "Oh just fine," 
even if they have lost their house 
and all their belongings. So United 
Methodists in Grand Forks sent 
teams of volunteers to church mem
bers' houses. Each member was 
given a gift-a glass candle and a 
holder-w ith a card that read: 
"Every time you light this candle, 
may you be reminded that we are 
caring for you and holding you in 
our thoughts and prayers." The 
volunteers gave out 600 candles. 
They found that people still said 
they were doing "fine," but then 
they added: "You might check on 
our neighbor over there. We don' t 
think she's faring so well." In this 
w ay, the Upper Midw est Flood 
Recovery found many clients for 
rebuilding. 

New and Ongoing Ministries 
All the above examples- watching 
Hurricane Georges, stocking the 
UMCOR Depot, and long-term 
recovery efforts in Georgia and 
North Dakota-w ere happening 
simultaneously across the United 
States. So were other projects in the 
UMCOR Emergency Response 
Network: in California, northern 
New York, Florida, and Alabama. 
So much can happen all at once 
because UMCOR is not in the busi
ness of owning the recovery opera
tions for each disaster. UMCOR 
staff and volunteers work with 
local teams-training, networking, 
pooling resources. Then they move 
on-enabling the church, already 
present, to take over long-term 
ministry and mission. 0 

Christie R. House, associate editor of 
New World Outlook, remembers from 
her childhood the impact of Hurricane 
Agnes on Central Pennsylvania in 
1972. She thanks all the volunteers who 
came to the aid of those in Harrisburg. 
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MISSION MEMO 
GBGM WINS 27 UMAC AWARDS 
Twenty-six contributors to the General Board of Global 
Ministries' print and electronic publications-includ
ing 14 staff members and 4 consultants-won a total of 
27 awards in the United Methodist Association of 
Communicators' 1998 competition, announced 
November 6 in Orlando, Florida. Of these awards, 15 
recognized work from New World Outlook. 

New World Outlook staff members Alma Graham, 
Christie R. House, Roger C. Sadler, and Hal Sadler 
received a top Award of Excellence for Special Sections 
or Supplements for the May-June Geographic Mission 
Study on Indonesia . Both New World Outlook and 
Response won four Certificates of Merit each in the 
Magazine category for General Excellence, Layout and 
Design, Editorial Content/Writing, and Use of lllustrative 
Materials. The Response team includes Dana E. Jones, 
Yvette Moore, A. Victoria Hunter, Tanya Krawciw, and 
Nilda Ferrari. 

New World Outlook staff members and contributors also 
won Certificates of Merit in the following categories. 

. Writing-Editorial: Alma Graham for "A View of the 
Bridge"; Charles Cole for "Our Combative Church." Feature 
Story: Lynne Bevan DeMichele for "Operation Classroom"; 
Paul Jeffrey for "Crossing Into Mexico, Heading North." 
Series: Elliott Wright for "Together in Mission: 'A Story of 
Shalom in F.au Oaire' and 'The Story of Philadelphia's 
Nueva Esperanza."' Photography-Human Interest Photo: 
J. S. Murthy for "A Chakma Refugee from Bangladesh in 
Northeast India" and "A Chakma Refugee from Bangladesh 
Carrying Firewood"; Richard Lord for "Betty Kumalo on the 
Streets of Central Johannesburg"; Joan Gardner for 
"Indonesia: Land of Contrasts." New World Outlook's new 
staff member for Layout/Design, Emily Grote, won the com
petition to design a new logo for UMAC. 

Other GBGM Certificate of Merit winners were: 
Internet-General Excellence: Charles Cole, Bogdan 
Mischiu, Nancy A. Carter, Tom Madron, Lesley Crosson, 
Gilbert High for General Board of Global Ministries; 
Design: Kelly C. Martini for Women's Division Website. 
Brochures and Promotional Materials-Layout and 
Design: Emily Grote (Best of Division) for "Women's 
Division"; Publicity and Advertising-Print Media: 
Ruth Kurtz (Best of Division) for "Mission Study 
Posters." Special Publications: Emily Grote for design 
of Count me in, too! Artwork-Hal Sadler for the cover 
of The Bible: The book that bridges the Millennia; Steve Sohl 
for "Make Plain the Vision." 

Response's other awards included the Award of 
Excellence for Photography for a cover photo by Mike 
DuBose, and a Writing award for Dana E. Jones's edi
torial, "Where's God When We Don't 'Feel Good'?" 

HURRICANE MITCH'S FURY 
The General Board of Global Ministries had seven mis
sionaries in Central America at the time that Hurricane 
Mitch hit. Paul Jeffrey and Lyda Pierce and their fami
ly survived in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, as did 22-year
old Jessica Culley. All three began immediate work 
with the Christian Commission for Development 
(CCD) to provide emergency aid and to coordinate 
relief shipments. Amparo and Angel Garay worked in 
relief efforts in Danli, Honduras. And in Managua, 
Nicaragua, Nan McCurdy and Miguel Mairena have 
put in hours of backbreaking service to save and sup
port the community of San Francisco Libre, which was 
engulfed by Lake Managua. (See "Hurricane Mitch 
Report From Paul Jeffrey," p. 2.) Churches can still con
tribute to the recovery effort. Call the UMCOR Depot 
at 1-800-918-3100 to inquire about volunteer teams, and 
give to Hurricanes '98, Advance #982515-0. Also send a 
box of health kits to the UMCOR Depot. (See Bulletin 
Inserts on Mission, p. 43.) 

DEATHS: Ruth Gish, retired Women's Division mis
sionary with 25 years of service in India, died February 
16, 1998 ... Carl Eschbach, retired missionary who 
served almost 21 years in the Philippines, died May 20, 
1998 ... J. Miles Acker, retired missionary who served 
three years in Chile, died July 27, 1998 ... Maurice E. 
Culver, retired missionary who served 33 years in 
Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), died August 11, 
1998 ... Maud K. Jensen, retired missionary who served 
43 years in Korea and was the first woman to be grant
ed full clergy rights in The Methodist Church (1958), 
died October 12, 1998, at the age of 94 ... Ray L. Smalley, 
retired missionary who served 23 years in Belgium, 
died October 15, 1998 .. . Chester Cramer, retired home 
missionary with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church who served 18 years at the Red Bird Mission in 
Beverly, KY, died October 21, 1998 ... Catherine Ezell, 
retired deaconess with 37 years of service in the United 
States, died November 15, 1998. 0 
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The Answer 
to Hunger's 
Root Causes
Development 
by Wendy Whiteside 

Every continent on earth has populations that are significantly 
affected by hunger. To cite just a few examples, in Mali on the 
continent of Africa, it is estimated that 3.3 million people suf
fer from malnutrition, including 25 percent of children aged 3 
months to 3 years. Even in Egypt, more than 12 percent of chil
dren under age 5 are malnourished. In Nepal in Asia, 48 per
cent of children under age 5 fail to grow to a normal height 
because of chronic undemutrition. And in North America, four 
in ten Nicaraguans lack access to safe water-an important 
indicator that they are prey to malabsorptive hunger. 

Hunger is a complex problem and one that is amplified by its 
constant companions: poverty and disease. Worldwide, the 
combination of these three devastating conditions has a pro
found and debilitating effect on more than 800 million lives. 

Together, as a community of faith, United Methodists have 
made deliberate and purposeful efforts to respond to hunger. 
When faced with situations of desperate hunger, our first 
response is to distribute emergency food. But this is only a first 
step. Giving people the ability to provide their families with 
adequate nutrition, safe shelter, education, and self-determina
tion has proved over the past 60 years to have the most signif
icant impact on hunger, poverty, and disease. 

In the 1940s, Europe and Asia were in the throes of wartime 
destruction. India was in the grip of a widespread famine, and 
the Korean peninsula was on the verge of war. Emergency 
shipments of food and other critical resources were sent by 
Methodists to meet these needs through what was then the 
newly formed Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief. 

Through the years, the needs of the world have changed and 
the responses of United Methodists have adapted accordingly. 
We have learned to recognize that there are many root causes 
of hunger and poverty and disease. "People are hungry 
because they are illiterate," said Dr. Harry Haines, who head
ed UMCOR from 1966 through 1983. "They're hungry because 

Residents of El Chaco, Argentina, dig a cistern that 
will give their community access to safe, clean water. 

they don't have roads to move food from 
point A to point B. They're hungry because 
they are in debt over their heads at 200 per
cent interest to moneylenders. And so on 
and so on." (New World Outlook, January 
1984). 

Education-including literacy classes, 
skills training, and courses in child devel
opment and nutrition-along with food 
production, crop diversification, reforesta
tion, access to potable water, irrigation, 
revolving loans, community-based health 
care, and disease prevention-all have a 
profound effect on the root causes of 
hunger and poverty. 
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Helping People Help Themselves 
The El Chaco project in rural 
Argentina is a model of holistic 
methods for addressing the root 
causes of hunger. Working in coop
eration with indigenous communi
ties, the project addresses the basic 
needs of 1000 families for land, 
water, housing, employment, edu
cation, and health services. 

Water is an important aspect of 
most projects related to hunger. 
Access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking, cle~g, and irrigation 
can profoundly influence the health 

and nutrition of a community. 
Having a safe water supply prevents 
waterborne parasites and other dis
ease-carrying microorganisms from 
being easily transmitted to the com
munity. Having easy access to water 
means that more time is available for 
food production and education. 
With these benefits in mind, El 
Chaco dedicated two community 
cisterns in 1997, providing more 
than 30,000 liters of safe water to two 
communities. In addition, 37 indige
nous health promoters were trained 
and 97 percent of the children in the 
region were immunized against 
polio, whooping cough, measles, 
and tuberculosis. 

Land ownership, adult literacy 
programs, affordable credit, and 
training in how to build a business 
are other means to the end of elimi
nating hunger. "Before, our hands 
were calloused and we didn't make 
any money," said Mercy, a member 
of the Malian Credit Association. 
"Our hands are still calloused," she 
continued, "but we make moHey 
now." Mercy is one of 2600 women 
in Mali who have received small 
loan5-Qften of no more than $50. 
Having credit enables these women 
to engage in income-generating 
activities and to acquire health and 

nutrition education. In Mali, 48 per
cent of the rural population lives 
below the poverty line. A recent 
survey of loan participants shows 
that they have made significant 
progress toward improving the 
health and nutrition of their fami
lies, while achieving a 100 percent 
loan-repayment rate. 

UMCOR's goal in development is 
to enable people to feed themselves 
by building a community's ability 
to make the best use of its 
resources. For our highest goal is to 
preserve the dignity and well-being 
of all God's children, and this goal 
is best served when people are able 
to serve themselves. 0 

United Methodists can sup
port the El Chaco project for 
Rural Community Develop
ment in Argentina through 
UMCOR Advance # 703448-1 
and the Credit with Education 
project for women in Mali 
through UMCOR Advance # 
153212-4. 

Wendy Whiteside is executive secretary 
of program management for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 

In the Guatemalan village of Nueva Mexico, a settlement of returned refugees, 
UMCOR supports a fish-farming cooperative, a dairy, and a chicken farm . 
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A tree grows in Senegal, where a project begun by Jean Carbonare has led to the growing 
of crops in what was once barren desert land. 

It has been almost two decades 
since the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
marked 1980 as a time to celebrate 
40 years of compassionate ministry 
around the world. I headed the 
agency then and had done so since 
1966, fo llowing Bishop Herbert 
Welch and Dr. Gaither Warfield. 

In 1940, at the General Conference 
in Atlantic City, Bishop Welch had 
appealed to his fellow Methodists 
for an agency that would minister 
to the needs of the hungry, the 
uprooted, and other victims of war 
and disaster. From this stirring 
appeal to the conscience of the peo
ple called Methodist, the Methodist 
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Committee for Overseas Relief was 
born. As its first assignment, this 
new agency was to bring relief to 
the desperate people in wartime 
China and Europe. 

At the time when UMCOR came 
into being, I was completing stud
ies in Sydney, Australia, preparing 
to leave for China. It was there that 
I expected to spend my entire 
career as a Methodist missionary. 
But God had other plans for my life; 
and after serving seven years in 
China, ten in Malaysia, and three 
with the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva, I joined the 
Methodist Board of Missions, first 
with the Advance and then with 
UMCOR. 

In 1980 as in 1940, UMCOR found 
itself involved in helping thou
sands of refugees. This time, the 
refugees were coming from South 
Vietnam to camps in Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, and Indonesia. Today, 
as we approach UMCOR's sixtieth 
anniversary in 2000, the attention of 
the world is held by the refugee 
populations in Africa, Eastern 
Europe, and Southwest Asia. 

The focus of UMCOR is the amaz
ing love of God that transcends all 
national interests and boundaries. 
As the political walls of separation 
between East and West dissolved, 
we discovered an economic gulf 
between North and South
between proud affluence and 
yearning poverty. Today, not only 
East and West but North and South 
must meet. For we now live in an 
interdependent global society with
in a single stream of history. I have 
observed this gradual mingling as I 
have traveled over a million miles 
by jet, jeep, train, and boat to see at 
firsthand the work and witness of 
the church. 

The 4 Rs of UMCOR 
When I came to UMCOR in 1966, 
there had been only two previous 
general secretaries: Bishop Welch 
and Gaither Warfield, formerly a 

·ssion 
l!Ung to 

I 
ula th 

and the 
e deci 
f UMC 

rogran 
ehurch1 

our al 

ation< 
e Div 
efuget 
orld C 
Mym 
see U 
amfu 

ave U 

Method 
enero1 
'Ork. ( 
d ket 

f thed 

a gener 
ever thi 

~elp ir 
thristic 

assion 
ilire net 

J 

e are 
Ustice, 

urnr 
ari!y 



as mis 10nary in Poland. The first 
Us thing to do was to decide on a for-
to mula that would touch the heart 
ne and the g nerosity of our church. 

We decid d to emphasize the 4 Rs 
ne of UMCOR: RELIEF, REFUGEES, REHA-

d· BILITATION, and RENEWAL of life. 
1 Here I acknowledge the assistance 
.at of three great bishops who chaired 
re UMCOR: Carl Sanders, Ralph 
:Y· Alton, and Wayne Clymer. All 
:e; agreed that The United Methodi t 
in Church could and should provide 
:e all the finance needed for a global 
of program-particularly through our 
le churchwide offering, One Great 
I Hour of Sharing. Consequently, we 

th did not eek any government or 
United Nations funding. But we 

id did distribute great quantities of US 
l · government surplus grain all over 
1e the world. Our two major partners 
:h were Church World Service of the 
a, National Council of Churches and 
y, 
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the Division of Interchurch Aid
Refuge~ and World Service of the 
World Council of Churches. 

My most amazing experience was 
to see UMCOR soon expand its pro
gram from 17 to 70 countries and to 
have thousands of local United 
Methodist churches begin to give 
generous support to UMCOR's 
work. Our chief goal was to win 
and keep the complete confidence 
of the church. UMCOR was the one 
United Methodist agency to receive 
a generous freewill offerli1g when
ever the General Conference met. 

n Help in Christ's Name 
1- Christian service is a living, com
e passionate response to people in 
I dire need. It has its biblical basis in 

the example of the Good Samaritan 
on the Jericho road in Matthew 25. 
We cannot pass by on the other side 
while men, women, and children 
are deprived of the necessities 
required to sustain life. Still, while 
we are concerned with matters of 
justice, we must avoid any facile 
assumption that the church is pri
marily a political organization. It is 

a fellowship of fai th that serves 
humanity in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Conflict face us. Can we 
feed the hungry and at the same 
time a ttack the root causes of 
hunger? 

I have often been deeply dis
tressed when I have heard 
Christian colleagues speak dis
paragingly of relief. It is easy to say: 
"Relief is simply a Band-Aid opera
tion," or "Leave relief until we have 
made our diplomatic efforts." All of 
us by our inhibiting prejudice have 
forgotten the unity of the Gospel in 
its ministry to the whole person. 
There is a great necessity to mani
fest in all our programs and 
responses to people in dire need 

that we are bringing help in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

Our contributions in money pass 
through the hands of other 
Christians. Those in the receiving 
churches are made more effective 
because of our aid. When I lived 
and worked in Asia and then 
served with UMCOR on other con
tinents, I learned a great deal about 
the quality of love given to pro
grams paid for by others but actual
ly put into action by Christians in 
the midst of human need. I was 
constantly challenged by the exam
ple of Asian, African, and Latin 
American Christian colleagues who 
put their lives on the line in service. 
It was the quality of their lives and 

An irrigation ditch fed by the Gambia River in Senegal allows the Senegalese to grow 
rice and fruit in what had been a desert. 
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service that again and again com
mended the Gospel to others 

When we confront the hungry, the 
homeless, the oppressed, we are 
confronted by Christ. This is true 
when we deal face to face with des
titute refugees in a camp some
where in Asia or Africa. It is also 

and the civilian rulers had left the 
country. Algeria is 99 percent 
Mt!_slim, so the Christian communi
ty was just a tiny handful of people. 

"My plan is to keep the people 
alive through emergency food," 
Carbonare told me. "It must come 
from the agricultural surpluses in 

]. Harry Haines in 1973 on a visit to Managua, Nicaragua, after an earthquake that 
registered 6.2 on the Richter scale killed 5000 people. 

true when our concerns are prima
rily for justice through systemic 
change. There are new, exciting 
partnerships in ministries of com
passion today that simply did not 
exist 25 years ago. Fo this we are 
tremendously grateful. But when 
the church forgets that it is Jesus 
Christ with whom we are dealing, 
when we mute our Christian con
cerns, we will have gone a long way 
toward negating the effectiveness 
of our service. 

Food for Work 
Meet Jean Carbonare, as I did, in 
Algeria. He was there-a young cit
izen of France-as part of an inter
national team recruited by the 
World Council of Churches. This 
team came to help hundreds of 
thousands of people made home
less and hungry by bloody years of 
struggle after the French military 

the United States. But in return for 
food, the Algerians are going to 
plant trees that will replace the 
burned-out forest lands at the edge 
of the Sahara. I will call this pro
gram Food for Work/Bread for My 
Neighbor." 

"How many trees will they 
plant?" I asked. "To begin with," he 
replied, /1 one hundred million trees. 
First, we will go out into the hill
sides with the people and gather 
pine cones, and we will raise the 
seedlings in nurseries. Then every 
adult who goes out and plants 10 or 
50 trees will be given cornmeal and 
cooking oil. Even the children will 
be enlisted to help water the trees 
and to keep the goats away from 
them, to get them well-rooted. 

Thus the miracle began. With 
Carbonare inspiring everyone with 
whom he came into contact, slowly 
but surely the forest was replanted. 
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The Rev. Jintaro Veda and the Rev. Tom 
Takami, the current and former directors of 
the Asian Rural Institute. 

Before long, the people also began 
to rebuild their lives. Sooner than 
any of us expected, the day came 
when the first 100 million trees 
were planted and secured. 

When I came back again years 
later, I saw a great forest with trees 
40 feet high. The rains had come 
and the forest had flourished. And I 
heard the songs of birds. 

Rice in the Desert 
The next time I heard from 
Carbonare was in a letter sent from 
Dakar, Senegal. This time, he was 
involved in the Africa Develop
ment Corporation-a unique 
agency of African Muslims and 
Christians. Senegal, like much of 
North and West Africa, had been 
devastated by drought. It had not 
rained for five years in the Sahel-a 
vast arid region south of the Sahara. 
A million head of cattle and more 
than 70,000 people had perished of 
thirst and famine. 

The tremendous relief efforts 
sponsored by the governments of 
the world, the United Nations, and 
voluntary agencies, such as Church 
World Service and the World 
Council of Churches, began to 
make a difference. " In southwest 
Senegal, people are facing chronic 
hunger and despair," Carbonare 
wrote from a town called 
Wassadou. "I believe that here, on 
the edge of the great de ert, rice can 
be grown in irrigated field . 
Perhaps bananas, vegetable , and 
even citrus tree can be grown in 
Senegal. We have chosen Wa adou 
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a th base. Nearby is the Gambia 
Ri r with plenty of water. The 
int mational experts working in 
this part of the world have not 
found a way to utilize this river. 
The land will have to be mulched, 
but we can do it." 

US State Department agronomists 
told me that growing any food in 
that desert-not to mention rice, 
bananas, vegetables, and citrus 
fruit-would be difficult, if not 
impossible. But Carbonare had a 
conviction that the impossible 
could be achieved if one inspired 
enough people to believe it and then 
do it. 

Almost two years went by before 
the expected message came. 
"Please come. We are harvesting 
rice in the desert!" Then in the vil-
lages I saw the miracle--women 
harvesting rice, the specter of 
famine rolled back. I could hear the 
chung-chung of the diesel pumps 
in the distance. They had been 
mounted on rafts, floated down the 
river, anchored by the steep river
banks, and then put to work pump
ing millions of gallons of water 
across the arid land. The Youth 
Cooperative had just finished har
vesting a cash crop of bananas that 
sold in the capital city for $80,000. 

1ore This kind of crop was totally 
I of unknown before in that part of the 

world. 
Jrts Suddenly, a tall elderly chief of the 

of Mandingos strode across the field. 
ln<l He and nearly all his people were 
rch Muslims. He embraced me, and 
rid through an interpreter he said: "I 
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didn't ever believe Christians could 
love Muslims. But you have come 
so far to help us. Now there will be 
food for all. We are a grateful peo
ple. We will commit ourselves to 
give several days of every month to 
the neighboring villages whose 
people are still hungry. And, when 
they are fed, we will help others." 

To my astonishment, the chief 
asked me if 1 would pray for his 

people. I had lived for 10 years in 
Malaysia, another Muslim country, 
but never before had I been asked 
to pray for Muslims. "God of the 
hungry, the forgotten, the 
oppressed," I cried, "we come to 
thank you for water, for food, for 
life. We rejoice that the terror of 
hunger is over in this place. You are 
one God who cares for us all." 

Asian Rural Institute 
The history of UMCOR contains 
and continues to generate many 
more amazing friendships and 
events. I will share just one other 
account of how to meet the root 
causes of hunger with dedication
this time in Japan. Toshihiro "Tom" 
Takami went from being a Zen 
Buddhist monk to becoming the 
director of a Third World rural 
training center. "I think that monas
tic discipline is very important for 
us today," he says, "especially for 
Protestants. We seem to be losing 
discipline in our lives." 

"When I came to the Gospel of 
John," he said, "I felt that God in 

Norma Kehrberg, who followed Harry 
Haines as UMCOR's head, visited Mafre, 
Senegal, in 1986. There, the Carbonare 
project continued to roll back the desert. 

Christ was speaking to me directly. 
I became convinced that I could 
never grasp God by my own 
strength. It was God who found 
and caught me to use for the best 
purpose." 

Eighty-five miles north of Tokyo is 
the county seat of Nishinasuno. It is 
a busy, prosperous town serving an 
important agricultural region. The 
agricultural practices of the 
Japanese people have enabled 
Japan to produce more food per 
acre than any other nation on earth. 
Drawing on his contacts around the 
world, Takami established the 
Asian Rural Institute as a center 
where this expertise could be 
shared. 

At the Asian Rural Institute today, 
you will meet young men and 
women from 17 or 18 different 
countries across Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, and the Pacific, along 
with volunteers from Europe and 
the United States. They have been 
recruited by their churches to study 
new methods of producing food, 
organizing cooperatives, making 
handicrafts, and developing other 
important ski ls . They take this 
knowledge back to their own coun
tries as part of God's answer to our 
urgent question: How do we close 
the gap between the haves and 
have-nots of our world? 

In supporting UMCOR through 
One Great Hour of Sharing, we too 
can be part of God's answer, carry
ing forward Jesus Christ's eternal 
message of hope. 0 

The Rev. Dr. J. Harry Haines was the 
chief executive officer of UMCOR from 
April 1966 until his retirement in 
December 1983. A native of New 
Zealand and the author of seven books 
published by Abington Press, Dr. 
Haines served as a missionary in China 
(1941 -1947) and Malaysia and as exec
utive ecretary for Asia in the Division 
of Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World 
Service, World Council of Churches. 
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Duane Gebhard and Bishop John L. Hopkins raise spirits in the Minnesota Conference 
with flood-survivor T-shirts .. 

The communities along the Red 
River of the North were being hit 
by one of the worst blizzards in 
recent memory-the thirteenth of 
the season. In the town of Ada, 
Minnesota, folks had become fear
ful that the earthen dike might not 
hold back the Wild Rice River, 
which had filled to its banks with 
early snowmelt. 

Then it happened: a channel of 
raging water broke through the 
dike. Within hours, the community 
of 350 homes was under three feet 
of water. But the blizzard blew on, 
driving the temperatures far below 
zero, where they would stay for the 
next three days. The waters froze 
solid, and all movement stopped
including, it seemed, life itself. 
Power lines to Ada had gone down 
in the storm, cutting off sources of 
heat. Throughout the week, the 
people of Ada and other communi
ties up and down the river valley 
got by the best way they could. 

power generators was sent from the 
UMCOR Depot in Louisiana. With 
the help of several volunteers, we 
took the generators-along with 
sump pumps and other electrical 
equipment-and made our way to 
Ada. There, we began supplying 
badly needed electricity to groups 
of homes. We helped begin the 
process of pumping basements and 
rebuilding lives. Within days, work 

teams from United Methodist con
gregations hundreds of miles away 
began arriving to help with the 
cleanup and recovery. 

Over the next five weeks, this 
story repeated itself in one commu
nity after another as the Red River 
of the North spread out to claim a 
20- to 40-mile swath of farmland. 
River towns (including Grand 
Forks, North Dakota, and East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota) were also 
inundated all the way north to 
Winnipeg in Canada. More than 
100,000 homes were affected by the 
floods. 

As district superintendent, Duane 
knew his biggest task was that of 
staying in touch with the pastors 
and laypeople in the affected areas. 
His frequent calls to the UMCOR 
staff and to UMCOR volunteers 
across the country brought support, 
encouragement, and resources. 

Within a month of the frozen flood 
in Ada, through the help of 
UMCOR, Minnesota joined with 
the Dakotas to form a massive 

When news of the situation 
reached the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, a shipment of 

The crew and conference officers at the UMCOR warehouse that was established by the 
Minnesota and Dakota conferences. 
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Bishop Hopkins (above) and Duane Gebhard (at right, below) display survivor T-shirts. 

recovery effort. This effort eventu
ally included 10 staff members 
working nearly full-time and two 
large warehouses-one of which is 
still in operation in Fargo, North 
Dakota. It benefited from expertise 

gained in work with at least 15 local 
communities over a 400-mile range 
after the spring floods of 1997. 

As bishop, John is grateful for the 
quick help of money and expertise 
that enabled our immediate 

response and ongoing recovery. We 
learned that UMCOR doesn't have 
much staff and relies on skilled vol
unteers to assist local efforts in the 
midst of a disaster. The $10,000 
check that came from UMCOR 
immediately gave us the assurance 
that we were not alone. Gordon 
Knuckey, who is a disaster response 
consultant for UMCOR, gave us 
valuable counsel and direction. 
And the visit of Gene Aruffo and 
Joe Nishikawa, volunteers who set 
up our first warehouse, provided 
needed personnel and strategic 
planning toward recovery. 

Thank you, United Methodists! 
One Great Hour of Sharing works! 
Those in the flooded area didn' t 

Hopkins, Gebhard, and volunteer coordi
nators Harlyn and Cleone Hagmann. 

think such a major disaster could 
happen to them. After all, this was 
the worst flood in the valley for 500 
years. It is good to know our church 
is there in times of unexpected 
need. So when your church cele
brates One Great Hour of Sharing, 
give the congregation thanks from 
those of us in Minnesota and the 
Dakotas. We are grateful for the 
love of Jesus Christ that was put 
into action by your offering. 0 

Bishop John L. Hopkins is leader of the 
Minnesota Episcopal Area, in which 
the Rev. Dr. Duane M. Gebhard is now 
a pastor and was at the time of the flood 
the district superintendent of the 
northwest district. 
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Rebuilding: 
UMCOR Persists in 
by Christie R. House 

Jesus replied, "I have shown you many 
good works from the Father. For which 
of these are you going to stone me?" 
The Jews answered, " It is not for a good 
work that we are going to stone you, 
but for blasphemy, because you, though 
only a human being, are making your
self God. " (John 10: 32-33) 

"What would Jesus do?" is a 
phrase that seems to be making its 
way into the mainstream of 
American life these days. It comes 
in the form of "WWJD" bracelets 

and pendants, anklets and clothing, 
and you can find WWJD written on 
stones and on wooden or metal 
pocket crosses. The idea is that peo
ple wear this slogan or carry it 
around to remind themselves that 
whenever they have a decision to 
make or they meet with some 
adversity, they ask themselves the 
question: "What would Jesus do?" 

What gets lost in this slogan-gen
erated kind of Christianity, howev
er well-meaning it may be, is that 
you can' t actually think your way 

into the mind of Jesus. Although 
you can pray and ask for guidance, 
the only way you can actually fig
ure out what Jesus would do is to 
read the Scriptures. The New 
Testament gives several accounts of 
what Jesus clid when faced with all 
kinds of situations. Discovering 
what Jesus would do takes time, 
dedication, and commitment. 

If you follow the quest to the end 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, 
all four narratives of the life of Jesus 
end the same way. There is Jesus, 

This Muslim mosque in Ahmici, Bosnia, was shelled and shattered by attacking Croats and Serbs . 
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who does not back off from his pur
pose. Knowing that Jerusalem is a 
very dangerous place, he leads his 
disciples back there anyway. 
Jesus-who will not stop challeng
ing the practices and traditions of 
his own Jewish faith, who knows 
there are those within his own close 
fellowship who disagree with him 
to the point of betraying him to 
forces that will murder him-still 
pushes forward, determined to dis
cern and carry out God's will. 
When you follow the story to the 
end, you may in fact choose direc
tions for your life that are neither 
safe, accepted by the majority, sanc
tioned by authority, or even very 
logical. That, after all, is what Jesus 
did. There is also the resurrection of 
Jesus, bringing salvation for all the 
world. 

UMCOR Enters Bosnia 
The story of Jesus' last weeks in 
Jerusalem are very important to 
remember when we consider the 
work of UMCOR in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The political situa
tion bears some resemblance to the 
biblical time in which Jesus lived. 
Jerusalem, the Jewish homeland, 
was forcibly occupied by the 
Roman army. The Jews lived under 
the rule of the Roman emperor. 
There was much ethnic tension, to 
say the least. In Bosnia, three main 
ethnic groups are struggling to 
make peace with one another. This 
is not easy after the murderous 
efforts made by one or more fac
tions in trying to kill or drive off the 
others. Serbs tried to claim the land 
for Serbia, killing Croatian and 
Muslim residents. Croats claimed 
the land for Croatia, killing Serbs 
and Muslims. And Muslims fiercely 
defended their own territories, 
killing off both Serbs and Croats. 

Now, with a complicated system 
of government that includes three 
presidents (one Serbian, one 
Croatian, and one Muslim), two 
federated governments (a Serbian 

UN" 

A UN vehicle that was burned in the riots of Drvar. 

one and a Muslim-Croat one), and a 
new constitution (the Dayton Peace 
Accords), all the people of Bosnia
Herzegovina are trying to figure 
out how to live with each other. In 
the former Yugoslavia, Croats, 
Muslims, and Serbs inhabited vil
lages together, coexisting without 
overt conflict, held together by the 
authoritarian rule of a Communist 
government. But when the Soviet 
Union dissolved and Yugoslavia 
was no longer held in check by the 
strong Soviet military, the ethnic 

Paul Dirdak and Susan Mcintyre, 
UMCOR staff, with President Ejup Ganie 
of Bosnia. 

tensions that plagued the region for 
generations resurfaced. Croatia and 
Slovenia declared their independ
ence. Croatia (with a population of 
Croats) began to dispute the territo
ry (Bosnia-Herzegovina) that lay 
between it and Yugoslavia (which 
had a large Serbian population) . In 
the Bosnian villages, Serbs and 
Croats turned on each other, while 
Muslims, who belonged to neither 
group, were attacked by both and 
defended themselves from both. 

From 1991 until the signing of the 
Dayton Peace Accords on 
December 14, 1995, Bosnia was a 
place of killing, refugees, and com
plete destruction. Arms were sup
plied by Yugoslavia to the Serbs 
within the Bosnian borders. Croatia 
supported the Croats. With the 
signing of the Dayton Peac 
Accords, all sides agreed to a cease
fire and an attempt to live together. 
Specific parts of the accords
which all thr e presidents signed
agree to the repatriation of refug 
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UMCOR staff in Drvar had to set up temporary quarters in a tent after their offices were 
ransacked by a Croat mob. 

who were forced out of their homes 
and property by the fighting. But 
these refugees were forced out by 
their own neighbors. Their own 
neighbors, who in some cases are 
still living in the house next door, 
may have killed their relatives and 
destroyed their property. Their own 
neighbors joined the armies and 
militia that knocked on the doors; 
pulled men, women, and children 
out of their homes; lined them up; 
and shot them. How can they and 
these neighbors live together? 

In the midst of the struggle, at the 
bidding of the Bosnian government 
and of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), is the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

UMCOR opened its first office in 
Split, Croatia, several years before 
the Dayton Peace Accords were 
signed. It began its work out of a 
concern for the many refugees cre
ated by the mortar and bullets that 

riddled through the houses of ordi
nary people living in ordinary 
communities. The first assignments, 
in conjunction with the World 
Council of Churches, involved the 
creation of suitable shelters for 
refugees in Zenica, Bosnia. Having 
a unit that is a nongovernmental 
organization (NGO), UMCOR 
qualified for grants from UNHCR 
for the rebuilding project. Thus 
began a relationship that has devel
oped into a multimillion-dollar 
funding source for UMCOR' s 
Bosnia work. As the work pro
gressed, UMCOR offices opened in 
Gomji Vakuf, Sarajevo, and Mostar. 

Once the shelters were completed, 
it was obvious that a lot more 
rebuilding would need to take 
place before hard-hit areas of 
Bosnia could be habitable again. 
Schools and municipal buildings 
would need to be rebuilt. Even 
more basic than that, food sources 
would need to be cultivated and 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1999 

systems rebuilt to provide clean 
water. UMCOR hired more staff 
members to formulate plans and 
coordinate work. The majority of 
UMCOR staff members now work
ing in Bosnia are from Bosnia
Herzegovina. They include people 
from all three groups-Muslim, 
Croatian, and Serbian-working 
together to complete the projects 
that revitalize the communities. 

A whole range of agricultural and 
economic programs has developed 
to aid people in the process of put
ting their lives and farms back 
together. Thousands of animals 
now inhabit the countryside, pro
vided by UMCOR specifically for 
returned refugees, displaced peo
ple, pensioners, war-injured, and 
families living in poverty. In order 
to receive animals, the beneficiaries 
must meet a series of basic terms 
and conditions in cooperation with 
local agriculturalists and veterinari
ans. They must pass on the gift, 
returning offspring from the donat
ed animal back to the project so that 
someone else from the community 
can receive an animal. All benefici
aries contract not to kill or butcher 
their animals for a specific period. 
Thus heifers, horses, goats, sheep, 
pigs, chickens, fish, and bees have 
found homes in Bosnia. Small agri
cultural enterprises such as dairies, 
hen farms, and wheat and sun
flower cooperatives benefit the 
whole farming community. 

All the development work, how
ever, will dissolve as it did before 
unless something can be done to 
foster trust or at least tolerance 
among the diverse populations. 
UMCOR does not give preference 
to Serbs over Croats, or Muslims 
over Serbs. UMCOR Youth Houses 
in Zenica, Sarajevo, and Gornji 
Vakuf allow youth from both sides 
of the conflict (whichever sides 
were at odds in their particular 
communities) to come together for 
programming, activities, study, and 
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clean formal conflict-resolution courses. 
staff Programs of conflict resolution are 
and also being implemented beyond the 

ty of UMCOR Youth Houses, in other 
<ark- communities. 
snia-
~ople Work Not Always Welcomed 
illin, Although progress has been made 
king in many areas of UMCOR' s work in 
1jects Bosnia, the problem of how to rec-

oncile opposing sides remains the 
and eye of the needle through which the 

>ped camel must pass. These "opposing 
put- sides," after all, felt strongly 
Jack enough about each other to take up 
nals arms and commit murder, rape, 
pro- and robbery to convince the other 

for side to leave. Many seemed to have 
Jeo- no inhibitions about murdering 
and women, children, and male civil
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process. The organization does not 
simply turn a pile of rubble back 
into a house and offer it to willing 
recipients. The original owners of 
the house must be tracked down 
and contacted. They need to agree 
that they are willing to return to 
their community and begin the 
process of reconciliation with their 
neighbors. If the owners cannot be 
found or they are not willing to 
return, UMCOR moves on. It is, by 
and large, the unwanted ethnic 
group whose members have had to 
leave as refugees. 

The process of reconciliation in 
the community of Drvar revolved 
around a Croatian population that 
had driven out the Serbians in its 
midst. UMCOR had located dis
placed Serbs and was rebuilding 
close to 50 buildings. On April 24, 
1998, a Croatian mob formed 
around the UMCOR offices and a 
riot ensued. "They had gone to all 
the trouble of throwing out the 
Serbs in their midst and they didn't 
want the NGOs to bring them back 
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Members of a Muslim family return to their home in the Bosnian village of Ahmici. Their 
house was rebui{t by UMCOR. 

in," commented the Rev. Paul 
Dirdak, who now heads UMCOR 
as one of his assignments as a 
deputy general secretary for the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
As the riot heated up, the UMCOR 
offices were ransacked and vehicles 
belonging to UMCOR and other 
NGOs were set on fire. UMCOR 
staff members had to load up what 
they could and get out of town 
before nightfall. They established 
temporary headquarters in a tent 
while they determined what to do. 
One staff member who didn't get 
out in time was beaten by rioters, 
and the mayor 's house was 
destroyed-a house that had been 
rebuilt by UMCOR. Nevertheless, 
the mayor has stated that the Serbs 
will not give up their land rights in 
Drvar. 

UMCOR activities in Drvar 
remain on hold for the moment. 
Despite the riots, staff members did 
return to salvage what they could 
from the wreckage. At the same 
time, the national government of 
Bosnia was disturbed by the activi
ties in Drvar. In order to comply 
with the Dayton Accords, they 
must find a way for the refugees to 
return to their homes. By now 
familiar with UMCOR's methods 
and motivations, a number of offi
cials in the government have decid
ed that UMCOR has the way. 

Ejup Ganie, who is president of 
the Muslim-Croatian Federation, 
decided to open up Ahmici
another hotbed of conflict-for 
reconstruction. In 1993, the village 
of Ahmici was shelled from a dis
tance. Then soldiers went from 
house to house destroying homes 
and barns and killing livestock and 
people. Every Muslim house in 
Ahmici was set on fire and burned. 
Approximately 110 people were 
killed, though only 41 bodies were 
found . After the April riots in 
Drvar, President Ganie visited 
Ahmici to encourage the process of 
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The road to Ahmici. 

refugee return. He made the visit 
accompanied by armored tanks 
and military helicopters. The domi
nant group in this town were 
Muslims. They were besieged by 
both Croats and Serbs. "Nobody 
was going back to Ahmici in July 
1998," notes Dirdak. "Getting those 
families to go back into those 
homes that their families had lived 
in for hundreds of years was no 
easy task. Ganie asked the NGO 
community if anyone was willing 
to work in Ahmici. Other NGOs did 
a cost-risk analysis and found the 
risk too high. UMCOR was the only 
one that stepped forward." 

In John 11:7-8, Jesus declares to 
the disciples: "Let us go to Judea 
again." The disciples answer: 
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now try
ing to stone you, and are you going 
there again?" Not once, according 
to John, but twice Jesus was nearly 
stoned in Judea. There are those 
who would ask the same thing of 
UMCOR: "Are you going there 
again?" But Jesus replied: "Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do 
not stumble, because they see the 
light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them." Gohn 11: 9-10) 
So UMCOR stepped forward, look
ing toward the light. 

By mid-August, UMCOR began a 
housing reconstruction program for 
37 houses in Ahmici. In addition, 
cows were provided to 20 Ahmici 
households. UMCOR funded a 
mobile medical clinic and coordi
nated the electricity and water 
hookups with USAID. USAID had 
planned to reconstruct the school. 
However, when repairs to the 
school began, the entire building 
was ripped down by those who did 
not want Muslim children return
ing to school. UMCOR prepared a 
temporary classroom so that the 
children of Ahmici could start 
school on time. 

In October 1998, the town of 
Ahmici was officially opened. 
Ganie, Dirdak, and Sue Mcintyre, 
head of mission for UMCOR in 
the former Yugoslavia, shared the 
podium before a crowd of 
several hundred. Mcintyre 
thanked UMCOR's staff of 
both international aid 
workers and local employ
ees. Then she went on to 
thank the real heros of the 
day-those brave resi
dents who were willing to 
accept the challenge to 
return. Ganie pleaded 
with all assembled to 
make way for peace. He 
particularly singled out 
UMCOR as being an 
exemplary partner 
agency. Dirdak told the 
people of Ahmici that 
they were not alone. He 
said that United 
Methodists and other 
people of faith will 
cross any boundary to 
stand side by side 
with anyone who 
restores destruction 
and builds peace. 
The event included 
the presentation of a simple board 
on which were fixed 37 keyrings 
with a shiny new front-door key on 
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each. The platform backdrop 
thanked the government of Japan, 
which provided the funds; the 
United Nations, which negotiated 
all the difficult agreements; and 
UMCOR, which did the work. 

Jesus, talking to people who had 
stones in their hands, ready to kill 
him, said: "If I am not doing the 
works of my Father, then do not 
believe me. But if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, 
believe the works, so that you may 
know and understand that the 
Father is in me and I am in the 
Father." Gohn 10:37-38) May the 
people of Bosnia see and know the 
will of God through the works of 
UMCOR.O 

A young Muslim boy returning home to 
Ahmici. 

Christie R. House is the associate editor 
of New World Outlook. 
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Mustard on a Dandelion Salad 
Eastern wisdom teaches us that irri
tants can be abolished through 
mind change. 

If you are bothered by dandelions 
in your lawn, for example, you 
need to learn to appreciate dande
lions as flowers, not weeds. You can 
then relax and give up the hopeless 
task of getting rid of them. 

Mental wizardry is absolutely of 
no help, however, as we contem
plate the rapid extinction of species. 
We could be complacent as long as 
only dadoes and the passenger 
pigeon were made extinct. But now 
we are about to abolish whole 
forests, possibly half the world's 
species of birds, and a lot of the 
large mammals. In a couple of cen
turies, "lions, tigers, and bears will 
exist in zoos, period," wrote David 
Quammen in Harper's (October 
1998, p. 65). 

Then guess whlch species may 
become extinct after that? That's 
right, yours truly. Homo sapiens 
will eventually become extinct like 
all other animals. Thls is not sur
prising, since all species eventually 
disappear. That probably doesn't 
bother most of us, since we won't 
be around when the last human 
being takes the last breath of air. 

More bothersome is that, not only 
will we have to see a lot of flowers, 
valuable medicinal herbs, trees, 
fish, birds, and mammals disap
pear, we will have to see a lot of 
human suffering. The culprit in all 
of thls is population growth and 
development. Given the estimates 
of population growth, in 200 years 
the pressure of human needs will 
devastate the environment. 

It wouldn't be so bad if all those 
people-about 11 billion of them, 

by Charles Cole 

according to one UN estimate
could live like middle-class 
Americans. But most won't. They 
will be living in countries that are 
very poor, where it is hard to grow 
enough food, and where quality of 
life is at the bottom. 

Quammen calls human beings "a 
weed" because they have all the 
characteristics. He notes that weeds 
"reproduce quickly, disperse wide
ly when given a chance, tolerate a 
fairly broad range of habitat condi
tions, take hold in strange places, 
succeed especially in disturbed 
ecosystems, and resist eradication 
once they're established." (p. 67) 

Thus the problem: We survive too 
easily. That is why there will be too 
many of us in the future. 

Is there no hope, then? Does the 
world face a future in whlch plants 
and animals will slowly become 
extinct, humans will multiply in 
misery, and then finally humans 
will also become extinct--ending, 
in T. S. Eliot's familiar phrase, "not 
with a bang but a whlmper"? 

For a reply, let us ask the preemi
nent human being, Jesus of 
Nazareth. He once told a parable 
about the kingdom of God: "It is 
like a mustard seed, whlch, when 
sown upon the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 
yet when it is sown, it grows up 
and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs ... . (Mark 4:31-32) 

One interpretation of thls parable 
is that the mustard is a nuisance. As 
Pliny, a first-century Roman, wrote: 
"When it has once been sown it is 
scarcely possible to get the place 
free of it, as the seed when it falls 
germinates at once." 

In short, mustard is a weed. It 
goes all over the place. To make 
matters worse, it crowds out other, 
more desirable plants. 

Jesus was trying to tell us some
thing. The kingdom grows, all 
right, but not exactly in the way we 
expect. It is go · g to come up where 
we least expect it or want it. It is 
going to get in the way of other 
things (like our own projects) . And, 
once it is there, we won't be able to 
get rid of it. 

Since the kingdom of God is com
ing like a mustard seed, it is going 
to bring hope, whlch undermines 
the disaster industry. Thls is hope in 
God, whlch means that we could 
write different scripts than those 
the scientists are writing for us. We 
could, for example, control our 
population. We could preserve wild 
areas. We could even reduce pollu
tion so that the planet doesn' t die 
an early death. If you can see dan
delions as flowers, you can imagine 
a future in whlch both the plant 
kingdom and the animal kingdom 
participate in God's kingdom. 0 
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Young women learn life skills in a camp that formerly housed Mozambican refugees. 

We were asked to go to Zimbabwe 
to direct the first All Africa Disaster 
Management Training Course. We 
were to be the facilitators for a 
group of 26 professional relief 
workers and 6 Africa University 
faculty members during a 6-week 
seminar. This program was the 
dream of Lloyd Rollins, the assis
tant general secretary for emer
gency response of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). It fitted in with Africa 
University's plans to establish an 
outreach program in which this 
training program for emergencies 
and disasters could be included. 

Both Africa University and 
UMCOR are active participants in 
ACT (Action by Churches 
Together), which is headquartered 

in Geneva, Switzerland. The ACT 
program is designed for people 
throughout the African continent 
who are presently involved in dis
aster I emergency work. The train
ing provides an arena for sharing 
resources, ideas, and methodology 
and for establishing a network of 
church-related African agencies. 

Our seminar was held at Africa 
University in Old Mutare, which is 
nestled in Zimbabwe's eastern 
mountains. The curriculum cov
ered the stages of disaster and 
defined the victims. It taught partic
ipants how to organize people 
locally, helping them to assess their 
own needs for assistance. Resource 
people from Africa were invited 
each week to add to the curric
ulum, equipping participants with 
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information and skills. Participants 
were drawn from 24 ACT member 
organizations representing 18 
African countries. For 6 weeks, we 
lived and learned together and 
came to appreciate one another. 

Each day began with devotions 
provided by the participants. Often 
they shared personal stories of pain 
and frustration. Robert Agidi from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
spoke through a French interpreter. 
"Do not let foods be dropped into 
famine areas," he warned. "The 
strong will take all there is and the 
weak will have nothing. We must 
accompany food shipments, mak
ing sure there is fair distribution. 
We must listen to the victims' needs 
and be their advocates. We must fol
low the compassion of Christ." 
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Children of St. Mary's United Methodist Church in Mutare, Zimbabwe. 

The Rev. Ngoy Nyanga from the 
All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC) said that, in the midst of 
disaster, people needed to cry out: 
"My God-why have you forsaken 
us?" He cited Psalm 137, m which, 
he said, "the Jews went on strike. 
They put their musical instruments 
on the trees and asked themselves: 
'How can we sing the Lord's song 
in a foreign land?' In times of crisis 
and trouble like the ones we 
Africans are going through," he 
continued, "lamentation could be 
one of the appropriate ways to 
express our faith and attachment to 
the living God." 

Writing Case Studies 
One of the first assignments was for 
all participants to write a case study 

of a recent disaster in their own 
countries. They were to describe the 
disaster, identify the victims (direct, 
indirect, and hidden), and tell what 
was learned. 

Isaac Nkundabantu of Rwanda 
reported on the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide. "About one million peo
ple were killed, some say in just 
three months. In addition to death 
and injury, human and material 
resources were lost, impacting the 
economy. The environment was 
spoiled, as bodies were thrown into 
rivers and trees were cut down 
everywhere. The violence created 
psychological trauma and had a 
major impact on health conditions. 
To my knowledge, no relief work 
was done during the genocide. 
Relief work came in at the end." 

Mary Salesa Ondoga of Uganda 
told another story. Holding up a 
handmade doll with rounded 
hands and feet, she said: "I chose 
this baby from the play-therapy 
suitcase. She is like the children I 
see in my work-children who do 
not have hands, fingers, toes, and 
feet-victims of landmines." 

An estimated 300 million land
mines are presently on African soil 
and more continue to be planted. 
They are weapons of war used not 
to impede armies but to intimidate 
civilians and maim unsuspecting 
victims. Many such victims are chil
dren who forage for food or for 
sticks of firewood. On this day, om 
curriculum focused on meeting the 
needs of children who have experi
enced disaster situation . We 
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Disaster Management Curriculum 
Section One: 

Orientation 
Section Two: 

Cultural Sensitivity; Gender 
Sensitivity; Community 
Building 

Section Three: 
Disasters-Personal and 
Organizational Stories; 
Definition of Emergency; Types 
of Emergencies and Disasters; 
Community Vulnerability 

Section Four: 
Disaster Cycles-The Event, or 
Impact, and the Response; 
Relief, Rehabilitation, 
Reconstruction; Linking 
Emergency to Development; 
Preparedness; Managing 
Family and Individual 
Recovery; Children, Youth, and 
the Aged; Trauma Intervention 
/Pastoral Care; 
Environmental Concerns; 
Emergency Mitigation 

Section Five: 
Human Rights and Advocacy 
in Emergency 

Section Six: 
Conflict Resolution 

Section Seven: 
Networking-Roles of 
Government, 
Nongovernmental 
Organizations, and Religious 
Organizations; Roles and Use 
of Volunteers in Emergencies; 
Network Communication 
Skills; Effective Organizational 
and Networking Models 

Section Eight: 
Disaster Management Tools
ACT Network: Policies and 
Procedures; Humanitarian 
Code of Conduct; Emergency 
Needs Assessments; 
Human/Material Resource 
Analysis and Management; 
Setting Response Goals and 
Objectives; Beneficiary 
Targeting; Program 
Implementation and Planning 

learned how art, music, and play 
can help children express their fears 
when they are unable to talk about 
what has happened in their lives. 
We were told that 36 play-therapy 
suitcases had been sent to Africa as 
gifts of love by United Methodists 
from across the United States. 

We also visited a nursery and day
care center with one of the profes
sors at Africa University. He said 
that approximately one-fourth of 
the children we would meet on this 
day would not live to see their sixth 
birthdays because of AIDS. We saw 

People had been uprooted and 
were moved to mosquito-infested 
areas-a disastrous decision. We 
also visited the site of a bus accident 
on a mountain road. There, 22 bas
ketball players from Zimbabwe had 
been killed when the bus failed to 
negotiate an especially steep curve. 
And we visited a former refugee 
camp that is now being used to 
house single mothers and their 
babies. It takes almost two hours by 
bus on rutted dirt roads to travel 
from the main road to this site. The 
young women who live there are 

The play therapy suitcase is used in work with children who have lived through disasters. 

the dedication of the teachers and 
workers who give their all to these 
children and their parents. 

Beyond the Classroom 
In addition to daily classroom activ
ities, we had weekend field trips. 
We visited a darn-a wonderful 
advancement-or was it? Villages 
had been sacrificed for this dam. 

taught how to care for their babies 
while they also learn an agricultur
al or sewing trade. But while there 
are about 100 young women, there 
are only five treadle sewing 
machines. 

Sundays were absolutely wonder
ful for us. On our first Sunday, we 
were invited to attend St. Mary's 
Methodist Church, a new church in 
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Mutar ' rural uburb . Th r 
Pa tor Margrit welcomed u and 
a k u t a i t in the war hip. 
Drum and handclapping accom
panied the congregation' pirit
filled inging. E en though we 
c uld not under tand the Shona 
language, we could under tand the 
language of faith. We watched in 
aw and wonder as 45 babies were 
brought forward for the sacrament 
of bapti m. 

The churches in Africa are grow
ing b leaps and bounds. The spirit 
f God i evident in the music, the 

spoken word, and the lives of the 
people. Trme is measured by the 
importance of the event, so worship 
is not limited to a one-hour service. 
There may or may not be bath
rooms, nursery care, user-friendly 
bulletins, comfortable pews, or 
parking lots-all the things we list 
as essential for a growing church. 
There is, ho~ever, a hunger for the 

Word of God and a joy in being part 
of God' family. We were strangers 
and we were welcomed . 

Great Hours of Sharing 
Th culmination of our training 
came when Dirk Van Gorp and 
John Nduna pre ented the section 
on disaster-management tools. Van 
Gorp is from the ACT coordinating 
office and duna i project coordi
nator of the Burundi Refugee 
Emergency Service, which is a part 
of Lutheran World S rvice. After 
hearing the details of disaster-man
agement planning, the participants 
worked in small groups, respond
ing to realistic scenarios that might 
present themselves in the various 
regions of Africa. This required all 
members of our group to draw 
upon the skills they had gained 
both through their life experience 
and through the full 6 weeks of 
training and sharing. 

By the end of the 6-week training 
session, not one tudent had left
even though five had been ill with 
malaria during part of the seminar. 
We had become a family: brothers 
and sisters with a common 
dream-to aid the victims of pain 
and suffering. 

During our time together we had 
a clay pot in our classroom. People 
who had concerns or celebrations to 
share would write them on a slip of 
paper and put them into the pot. At 
the end of each day, participants 
would take a paper from the pot 
and would lift the message and the 
messenger in prayer. 

For our last session, each person's 
name was put into the clay pot. 
When we left, each of us took the 
name of a person that we were to 
contact within the first week of our 
parting. That follow-up contact 
would be the first step in making 
sure our network stayed connected. 
We use the term networking to 
denote a way of doing together that 
which we cannot do alone. 

Outside St . Man/s United Methodist 
Church in Mutare. 

When we returned to America, we 
heard the devastating news of the 
bombings at the American 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 
Our African colleagues were 
already at work at the disaster sites. 
So we put into place our network
ing plan and tried to contact them. 
Who would have thought that, so 
soon after our training, they would 
be called to respond to such a 
painful situation? 

The offering taken in March each 
year during One Great Hour of 
Sharing provides opportunities for 
on-site leadership in times of disas
ter. It also provides opportunities to 
prepare conferences to be ready to 
respond to disasters when they 
occur. We celebrate that, through 
our connectional system, we can 
provide conduits of support and 
compassion to brothers and sisters 
throughout the world. 0 

Donald L. Weaver is a retired United 
Methodist minister and former district 
superintendent in the Western New 
York Conference, where Barbara A 
Weaver is coordinator of programing 
for Christian Education and Youth 
Ministries . Both have been UMCOR 
disaster consultants for 20 years and 
serve on the catastrophic team. 
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Life at Nyadire Mission in Zimbabwe; Kies, Larry & Jane ............ Nov.-Dec. 12 

All Saints' Day Service in Bolivia, An; Boots, Wilson ........... .. ............. Nov.-Dec. 9 
Are We the Church Together?; Hemmerle, Cheryl A ......................... Sept.-Oct. 10 
Asedillo, Rebecca C. ......... .. ............................... ....... ............................ May-June 30 

Asia 
Aeta Struggle in the Philippines, The; Schwenk, Richa rd ............. Nov.-Dec. 28 
Answers Nearby and Free (Philippines); Schwenk, Richard .... ...... July-Aug. 44 
Burma's Forgotten Refugees; Lehman, Mel.. ............................. .. .... Mar.-Apr. 28 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Rona ld D ...... ... ........ ............ July-A ug. 34 
Empowering the Young Women of India; Murthy, J. S ... ................. Sept.-Oct. 38 
Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S .............. ... ....... .. .................... Nov.-Dec. 38 
Fig Tree Lives, The (Israel-Palestine); Jones, Anna ......................... Nov.-Dec. 31 
GBGM Team Visits North Korea .................... .. ...... .... ....................... Mar.-Apr. 22 
India 's Northeast: Land of Refugees; Murthy, J. S .. ... ...................... Mar.-Apr. 30 
Missionaries in Cambodia ............................................................ ...... Mar.-Apr. 22 
North Korea Famine Update .......................... ........... Sept.-Oct. 24, Nov.-Dec. 27 
Pauline Kim's Life for Christ in Korea; Strawn, Sonia Reid .......... Nov.-Dec. 34 
Stop Hunger Now; Buchanan, Ray A .. ...... .. .. .. ..... .. ........................ July-A ug. 38 
Top 10 Refugee Populations (Map and Chari) ... ............................... Mar.-Apr. 42 
See also INDONESIA 

Asian Americans 
Young People nnd the Church (Vietnamese); Bales, Linda .............. Sept.-Oct. 12 

Bales, Linda ........... ..... .......... ......... ...................... .. ............. ... .............. .. . Sept.-Oct. 12 
Baptist, Joan ............. .... .... ................ .......................................................... Jan.-Feb. 9 
Barton, Roy D ....................................... .... ........ ..................................... Mar.-Apr. 23 
Boots, Wilson................ .. ............ ........... ................................ ......... ......... ov.-Dec. 9 
Buchanan, Ray A ... ..................... ..... ..... ... .. .......... .... ...... ............. ......... .. July-A ug. 38 
Bulletin Inserts 011 Mission .................. Jul y-Aug. 43; Sept.-Oct. 43; Nov. -Dec. 43 
Burma's Forgotten Refugees; Lehman, Mel.. ................ ........................ Mar.-Apr. 28 
Call for Mission Advocates, A; Graham, Alma ......... ... ......... ....... ......... May-June 2 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Rona.Id D ............................. ..... July-A ug. 34 
Canvassing a Neighborhood; Smith, H arold & Roberta ....... ....... ....... Sept.-Oct. 28 
Ca ruso, Chris .. ........ ............... .. ............. ...... ...... ........ ......... .... ...... ......... .... . Jan.-Feb. 9 

Children 
Adventures of a Missionary Kid in Africa; Gipe, Emily .................. Sept.-Oct. 22 
Cl1ildren nnd Poverty; Graham , Alma ................................................ Jan.-Feb. 2 
Community Report: Philadelphia; House, Christie R ....................... Jan.-Feb. 12 
Daycare for Migrant Children; Schu g, Patricia A .... .... ....... ...... .. .... Mar.-Apr. 37 
Empowering Children With Special Needs; House, Christi e R ...... May-June 26 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; House, Christie R ........................ Jan.-Feb. 4 
Every Child ls Our Chi/d .... .... ....... ..... ...... ... .. .. .. .. Sept.-Oct. insert following 24 
Homeless Talk in Central Johannesburg; Lord, Richard ........ ...... ..... Jan.-Feb. 36 
Keeping in Touch With Dominican Street Children; 

DeHainaut, Raymond ................. ..... .......... .... ............................ Sept.-Oct. 18 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union , The; Baptis t, Joan, et al .... .... .. .... Jan.-Feb. 9 
March Against Child Labor .... .. ...... .. ... .............. .............. .... ......... ..... May-June 42 
Not Home Alone; Barton, Roy 0 ...................................... .... .......... . Mar.-Apr. 23 
Reaching Children for Christ: Gomez, Roberto L.. ...... .......... ... ..... Mar.-Apr. 24 
Serving the Strangers in Our Midst; Pass, Karen ... ........ .. .. .. .... .. .... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Shalom Zone Ministries in the Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin .. Jan .-Feb. 16 
United Methodist Church in Lithuania, The; Mar kay, David .......... Nov.-Dec. 4 
United Methodist Adopts African Refugee; Stovall, Denise J ... ...... Mar.-Apr. 40 

Chris tmas 
Christmas in Africa; Whi tfield, William ........................ .. ..... ......... Nov.-Dec. 17 
Christmas in Congo; Gipe, Beth and Emily ................................... Nov.-Dec. 18 
Christmas in Kaunas (Lithuania); Markay, David .................... ... . Nov.-Dec. 20 
Christmas in Zimbabwe; l(jes, Jane .... .......... .. .. ........ ........ .... .......... . Nov. -Dec. 43 
Finding Peace, Giving Thanks (Tanzania); Whi tfield, Jimmye ..... Nov.-Dec. 15 

Churches See METHODISM, UNITED METHODISM 

Church Growth and Development 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Ronald D .. .... ......... .. ........ .. .. July-Aug. 34 
Hinton Rural Life Center; House, Christie R ....... ... .... ... ............ .... Sept.-Oct. 32 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Christie R ...... .. ....... ...... . July-Aug. 5 
Life-Giving Rain in Glwna; Kena & Fosua..................................... ov.-Dec. 43 
Seeking a Magic Formula for Ch urch Growth?; 

Johnson, Douglas W .... .... ................................ .... ........ .... ......... .. July-Aug. 18 
Sukasari Mission of Wesley Met11odist Church, Tl1e; 

Werner & House ......................................................................... May-June 34 
United Methodist Church in Lit/111ania, The; Markay, David .......... Nov.-Dec. 4 
United Methodist Church in Senegal, The ................................ ........ Sept.-Oct. 26 
Vision of The Methodist Church of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H ...... May-June 20 
Winds of Change (Native American Church); Schug, Pa tr icia .... ... JuJy-Aug. 27 

Church Health Center of Memphis, Tennessee, The; 
Wilson, George T.. ................ ...... ....... ... .................................. .......... July-Aug. 30 

Church ls Born, A; Sapereau, Alice .. .................................................... Sept.-Oct. 28 
Cole, Charles .... ......... .... Jan.-Feb. 35; Mar.-Apr. 27; May-June 37; July-Aug. 22; 

Sept.-Oct. 25; Nov.-Dec. 26 

Community and Institutional Ministries 
Church Health Center of Memphis, TN; Wilson, George ............... July-Aug. 30 
Co11111wnity Report: Philadelphia; House, Christie R ....................... Jan .-Feb. 12 
Ending Welfare-As We Know JI; House, Christie R .................. ...... Jan .-Feb. 4 
Hinton Rural Life Center; House, Christie R ................................. Sept.-Oct. 32 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Chris tie R .................. ... July-Aug. 5 
111 Mission in Chile; Garcia, Janet.............................................. ..... ov.-Dec. 22 
Rench Out and Touch McCurdy .... .................... .... ...... ..................... July-A ug. 42 
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Seeking a Magic Formula for Clwrc/1 Growth ?; 
Johnson, Dou l?las W. ............ ... .. .. .............. ... .. .. .. .. ............ ..... ..... July-Aug. 18 

Sita/om Zo11e M1111stnes in tl1e Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin 
......... ......... .... ...... .. ...... .... ... ........ .. ... ... ................ ... ............ ......... ..... Jan.-Feb. 16 

Story of Philadelphia's Nueva Esperanza; Wright, EUio tt.. ............. July-Aug. 14 
Story of Slia/0111 i11 Eau Claire; Wright, Elliott.. ........ .. .... .. .... ......... . Ju ly-Aug. 10 
Winds of Clwnge (Native American Church); Schug, Pa tricia A ... July-Aug. 27 

Community Report: Kensington, Pltiladelplt ia; House, C hristie R .. ..... Jan .-Feb. 12 
Cros ing Into Mexico, Heading North; Jeffrey, Paul ... .. .......... ........... .. Mar.-Apr. 14 
Day, R. Randy .. ............... ....... ... ............. .... ............... ... ............ .... .......... May-June 12 
Daycare for Migran t Children in Washington State; 

Sukasari Mission of Wesley Methodist Church; 
Werne r & House .... .... ... .... ........ ... .... .... .. ... ... .... .. .... .. ... ..... ... ... .. .. .. May-June 34 

Thank You for Caring (China); McNary, MerriUyn ........................ Sept.-Oct. 44 
Vision of The Methodist Church of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H ..... . May-Jun e 20 
Winds of Change (Native American Church); Schug, Patricia A .... July-Aug. 27 

Empowering Children With Special Needs; House, Chris tie R ............ May-June 26 
Empowering the Young Women of India; Murthy, J. S .. .... .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. Sept.-Oct. 38 
Empowering Youth; Graham , Alma .. ........... ... ... .... .. .. .. ........................... Sept.-Oct. 2 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; House, Christie R ..... .. ................. .. ... Jan.-Feb. 4 

Europe 
Schug, Patricia A ..... ...... .. ...... ........ ....... .... .. ............. ... ............... ... ... Mar.-Apr. 37 

DeHainaut, Raym ond K .... .. ....... ...... .. .... .. .... Sept.-Oct. 18; see also Nov.-Dec. 41 
DeMichele, Lynne Bevan .. .... .. ...... .. .... .. ...... ... .. ... ........ .. .................... .. ... Jan.-Feb. 30 
Doloksar ibu, H .. .. ... .... .. .. ........ ... ....... .... .. .... .. .... ... .. ........ ... .. ... ......... ...... May-June 20 
Dream Realized, A; Wersan, Susan ...... .. ............ ..... .. .... .. .... .. .. .. ......... .. . Mar.-Apr. 18 
East Timor: A People's Quest fo r Self-Determination; 

Asedillo, Rebecca C .. .... .... .. .. ........ .. .... .. .... ... ...... .... ... ......... ... .. ... ... ... May-June 30 
Economic Crisis in Indonesia, The; Day, R. Randy ..... ... .. .......... .. .. ... .... May-June 12 

Ch ristmas in Kau nas (Lithuania); Markay, David .... ..... ..... ... ... .. .. .. Nov.-Dec. 20 
Cl111 rch Campaign for Northern Ireland .... ...... ............ .. ..................... July-Aug. 42 
Mobilizing for Mission (Bosnia); N ugent, Randolph ............. ........ Mar.-Ap r. 13 
Pilate as Moral Example (Bosnia); Cole, Charles .... ... .. .. ... ....... .. .... . Sep t.-Oct. 25 
Russia In itiative Update .... .. .. ... .. .. ..... ... .. .. .. ... ... ... .... ... .. .. .. ... .............. May-June 42 
Serving the Strangers in Our Midst (Bosnia); Pass, Ka ren .. .... ....... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Top 10 Refugee Populations (Map and Chart) ..... .. ... ...... ....... .. ... .. .. .. . Mar.-Apr. 42 
United Methodist Church in Lithuania, The; Markay, David .......... Nov.-Dec. 4 

Economics 
Vote for Peace in Ireland, A; Walter & Ran ge .. .. .... .. .. .. .... ......... .. .. .. Nov.-Dec. 44 

Afield in the Work of tl1e Lord; Cole, Charles ..... .......... .. .. ... ........... .. Jan .-Feb. 35 Evangelism Sre CHU RCH GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

Children and Poverty; Graham, Alma ... .. .... .. .... .... .. .... ......... .. ............. Jan.-Feb. 2 Every Child Is Our Child (poster) .......... .. .. .. ...... ... ..... Sept.-Oct. inse rt following 24 
Community Report: Philadelphia; Ho use, Christie R .. .. ........ ...... .... . Jan.-Feb. 12 Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S ... .. .. ... .......................................... Nov.-Dec. 38 
Crossing Into Mexico, Heading North; Jeffrey, Paul ................ .. .. .. . Mar.-Apr. 14 Fernandez, Lilia ...................... ..... ............ .. ......... ........................... .......... Mar.-Apr. 8 
Daycare for Migrant Ch ildren; Schug, Patricia A .. .. .............. .. .. .. ... Mar.-Apr. 37 Fig Tree Lives, The; Jones, Anna .. ......... ........ .... ... ... ...... ... ..... .. .. .... .. ... ... Nov.-Dec. 31 
Economic Crisis in Indonesia, The; Day, R. Rand y .. .. ... .... .. ... ......... May-June 12 Games, Steven ... ............ ..... .... .... ........ ...... ... ..... ...... .. .. ......... .................. Sept.-Oct. 16 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; H ouse, Christie R ..... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... Jan .-Feb. 4 Garcia, Janet. .. ... .. ... ... .. .... .... ..... .. .. ......... ... ... ... .. .... .. .... ... ... .. ...... .. ... ... Nov.-Dec. 22, 24 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; H ouse, Christie R .. .. .. .... .......... .. July-A ug. 5 Gipe, Beth ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .... .......... ... .... ..... ....... ...... .... ...... .... .. ... ..... .... .. .... .. Nov.-Dec. 18 
Homeless Ta lk in Central Johannesburg; Lord, Richard ........ .. ........ . Jan.-Feb. 36 Gipe, Emily .... ........ ....... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. .. .... ...... .. .. .. .. ... Sept.-Oct. 22; Nov.-Dec. 18 
Indonesia and the Free Market; Cole, Charles .. .. ...... .. .. .... .... .. .. ....... May-June 37 Gomez, Roberto L .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .... ....... .. .... .... .... ... .. .. .. ....... .. ........ .. ... ...... Mar.-Apr. 23 
Indonesia on the Line; Graham, Alma .... ... .... .... .. ... ... .. ... .. .... .. .... .... . May-June 43 Graham, Alma ........ .. ...... .. .. .. ..... Jan.-Feb. 2; Mar.-Apr. 2, 42; May-June 2, 24, 43; 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union, The; Baptist, Joan, et a/ .. .. .. .. .. .... . Jan.-Feb. 9 July-Aug. 2; Sept.-Oct. 2; Nov.-Dec. 2, 41 
Myths and Realities About Welfare .... .. ....... .. ............... .. ....... .... .... ... ... Jan.-Feb. 24 Griffin, Oscar ..... ... .. .. ... ... .... ...... ... .. ... ... .. ... .. .... .. ....... .. .. ...... .... ......... .......... jan.-Feb. 16 
Shalom Zone Ministries in the Texas Conference; 

Weiss & Griffin .. ........ .. .......... ...... ..... .... .. ........ ... .......... ..... ........... .. Jan.-Feb. 16 Hate Crimes 
Story of Philadelphia's Nueva Esperanza; Wright, Elliott ....... .. .... .. July-Aug. 14 Rebuilding Burned Churches; House, Christie R .. .... .. ... .. ... .. .... ........ Jan.-Feb. 20 
Story of Shalom in Eau Claire, A; Wright, Elliott .. .... .. .... ... .. .. ..... ... July-Aug. 10 
See also AGRICULTURE Health Ministries 

Bandara Ba; Rowley, Darla, Glenn, & Chayla .. .. .... .... .. .. ..... .. .... ... . Sept.-Oct. 43 
Ecumenism/Interfaith Relationships Chu rch Healtli Center of Memphis, TN; Wilson, George .. .. .......... .. July-Aug. 30 

Burma's Forgotten Refugees; Lehman, Mel.. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .... ... .... .. Mar.-Apr. 28 Empowering Children With Special Needs; House, Christie R ....... May-June 26 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Rona ld D .. .. ..... ... .. .. .. .. ........ . July-Aug. 34 Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Christie R .. ..... ...... ... .. .. .. July-Aug. 5 
Chu rch Campaign in Northern Ireland .. .... .. .. ....... .... ..... ... ................ July-Aug. 42 
Church World Service: Help and Hope; Sage, Wtlliam .......... ...... .. .. . Mar.-Apr. 4 
Hin ton Rural Life Center; H ouse, Christie R. ..... .. .. ... ........ .. .... .. .. .. Sept.-Oct. 32 
Homeless Talk in Central Johannesburg; Lord, Richard .. .. .. .. .. .. ....... Jan.-Feb. 36 
Impressions of Indonesia; Tanke rsley, Larry 0 ......... .. .... .. ............. ... May-June 8 
Missionaries in Cambodia ... ......... ..... .... .. ... ............ ..... .... .... ... ....... ... .. Mar.-A pr. 22 

Homeless Ta lk in Central Johannesburg; Lord , Richard .......... .. ........ Jan .-Feb. 36 
Keeping in Touch Willi Dominican Street Children; 

DeHainaut, Raymond ......... ........ .... ..... ................. ........... .. .... ... Sept.-Oct. 18 
Life-Giving Water; Rowley, Darla and GlenP ..... .. .. ...... .... .. ... .. .... . Sep t.-Oct. 29 
Operation Classroom; DeMichele, Lynne Bevan ............ .. ....... .. ...... . Jan.-Feb. 30 
Slwlom Zone Ministries in the Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin ... Jan.-Feb. 16 

Project of the Ka ro Balak Protestant Church, A; 
House, Chris tie R .... .. .... ... .. .... ... .. .. .... ........ .... .. .. ...... .. .. .. .. ....... .. .. May-June 26 

Story of Shalom in Eau Claire, A; Wright, Elliott ..... .. .... .... .. ... .. .. .. .. July-Aug. 10 
Hemmerle, Cheryl A .... ..... .. ... ................ .. .. .......... .. ..... .... .. .. ........ ..... ..... Sept.-Oct. 10 

Rebuilding Burned Churches; House, Chris tie R .. ............. ... ... .. ...... Jan .-Feb. 20 Hinton Rural Life Center; House, Christie R. ... ..... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ............... Sept.-Oct. 32 
Relations Between Muslims and Ch ristians in Indonesia; 

Hunt, Robert ............... ... ............ ...... ... ... ..... ..... ... ...... .... ...... ..... ... . May-June 16 
Shalom Zone Ministries in the Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin .. Jan.-Feb. 16 
Story of Shalom in Eau Claire, A; Wrig ht, Elliott... .. ..... .... ...... .. .... . July-Aug. 10 
Three Decades in Africa; Whitfielc , William & Jirnmye .... ......... .. Nov.-Dec. 15 

Hispanics 
Community Report: Kensington, Philadelphia; 

House, Christie R ...... ...... .. .. ....... .. ............... ....... ..... .. .. ... ........ .. .. .. . Jan .-Feb. 12 
Rio Grande Conference, The; Barton & G6mez .... ... ... .. .. ........... .... .. Mar.-Apr. 23 
Story of Philadelphia's N11eva Esperanza, The; Wright, Elliott.. .. ..... July-Aug. 14 

Education View of the Bridge, A; Graham, Alma .. .. ..... .. .. ... .. .......... .. .. .. .... .. ... .. .. Mar.-Apr. 2 
Children and Poverty; Graham, Alma .... ... .... ..... .. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .. .... Jan.-Feb. 2 
Community Report: Philadelphia; H ouse, Christie R ........ .. ...... .... ... Jan .-Feb. 12 
Daycare for Migrant Children; Schug, Pa tricia A. ........ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... Mar.-Apr. 37 
Empowering Children With Special Needs; House, Chris tie R ...... May-June 26 
Empowering the Young Women of India; M urthy, J. S .. .... .. .. .. ........ Sep t.-Oct. 38 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; H ouse, Christie R .... .. .. ........ ... .. ... Jan .-Feb. 4 
Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ... ....... ... ... ......... .. ... Nov.-Dec. 38 
Fig Tree Lives, The; Jones, Anna ... .. ..... .. ........ .. .. ...... .... ... ......... .. .. .... Nov.-Dec. 31 
In Mission in Chile; Garcia, Janet.. .. ..... .. .... .. .. .. .. ........ .. .... .... .. ........ Nov.-Dec. 22 
Keeping in Touch With Dominican Street Children; 

DeHainaut, Raymond .... ...... ........ .. .. .. ... .... .... .. ...... .... ... ...... ... ... .. Sept.-Oct. 18 
Life at Nyadire Mission in Zimbabwe; l(jes, Larry and Jane ... ... .. . Nov.-Dec. 12 
Literacy Classes for Women (Senegal); Maan e, Awa Samb ...... .. .. . Sept.-Oct. 30 
Mt. Chiremba, Where Africa University Began; 

Pond, Chorningwen .. ... .. .. ...... ...... .... .. .. .......... .... .... ....... .. .......... Sept.-Oct. 43 
Operation Classroom; DeMichele, Lynne Bevan .... .. .... .. ............... .. Jan .-Feb. 30 
Pauline Kim 's Life for Christ in Korea; Strawn, Sonia Reid ........ .. Nov.-Dec. 34 
Reach Out and Touch McCurdy .... .... .... ...... ....... .. .. .. .. .. .... .............. ... July-Aug. 42 
Shalom Zone Ministries in the Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin .. Jan.-Feb. 16 
Special Attention at McCurdy School .. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. ....... .. ....... .... July-A ug. 43 
Story of Philadelphia's Nueva Esperanza; Wright, Elliott. .. .. .. .. ...... July-Aug. 14 

Holy Boldness See URBAN MINISTRY 

Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Chris tie R .... .................... .... Ju ly-Aug. 5 

Homelessness/Housing 
Hinton Rural Life Center; House, Christie R .. ... .... .. .. .. .. ............. .. .. Sept.-Oct. 32 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Chris tie R ........ ..... ...... .. . July-Aug. 5 
Homeless Talk in Central Johannesburg; Lord, Richa rd .......... .... ..... . Jan.-Feb. 36 
"/ Couldn 't Live With Myself .. "; Matheny, Judy ........... ..... ........ .. .. Sept.-Oct. 44 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union; Baptist, Joan , et a/ ............ .. ......... Jan.-Feb. 9 
Pilate ns a Moral Example; Cole, Charles .. .. .. .. .... .... ..... ................... Sept.-Oct. 25 
Story of Philadelphia's Nueva Esperanza; Wright, Ellio tt .. ... .. .... .. .. July-A ug. 14 
Story of Shalom in Eau Claire, A; Wrigh t, Emott .... ...................... .. July-Aug. 10 
Thanks to reStart; Brown, Andrea.................... .. .................... ......... ov.-Dec. 44 
Vision of T/1e Methodist Church of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H ...... May-June 20 

Homeless Talk in Central folwnnesburg; Lord , Richard .. .. ... ........... .. ..... jan.-Feb. 36 
House, Christie R ........ .... .... .... Jan.-Feb. 4, 12, 20; May-June 26, 34; July-Aug. 5; 

Sept.-Oct. 4, 32; 
How the New Im migration Law Affects YOU!; Fernandez, Lilia .. .... .... Mar.-Apr. 8 

Human Rights See JUSTICE MINISTRIES 
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Hunger 
Homeless Talk i11 Central johan11esburg; Lord, Richard .................... jan.-Feb.36 

eepi11g in To11ch With Do111inican Street Cl1i/dre11; 
DeHainaut, Raymond .......... .......................... ... ......... ..... ........ .. .Sept.-Oct. 18 

Kensi11gto11 Welfare Rights U11 ion; Baptist, Joan, et al ....... .. .. ......... .. Jan.-Feb. 9 
Operation Classroom; DeMichele, Lynne Bevan ... .................. ........ Jan.-Feb. 30 
Stop Hu11ger Now; Buchanan, Ray A ......................... .... ........ .. .... .. July-Aug. 38 
Youth Soup It Up- To Fight Hunger; Wilson, Faye ........ ... ......... .. .Sept.-Oct. 42 

Hunt, Robert ...... ....... ........... ...... ......... ....... ........ .. ......... ..... ........ .... ....... May-June 16 

Immigrants/lmmigration 
Drea111 Realized, A; Wersan, Su an .... ........ ..... ....... .. ......... ...... ........ Mar.-Apr. 18 
How the New lm111 igration 1.Jlw Affects YOU!; Fernandez, Lilia .. . Mar.-Apr. 8 
Resettling Somalian Refugees; Roman , Heidi ......... ... ...... ............. Mar.-Apr. 21 
Servillg the Strangers i11 Our Midst; Pass, Karen .......... .......... ...... Mar.-Apr. 34 
See also MlGRANTS, REFUGEES 

lmpressiolls of Indonesia; Tanker ley, Larry D ........ ...... ...... ....... .... .. ..... May-June 8 
India 's ortheast: 1.Jllld of Ref11gees; Murthy, J. S ........•...... .. .............. . Mar.-Apr. 30 

Indigenous People 
Aeta Struggle ill t11e Philippines, Tlie; Schwenk, Richard...... ... .... ov.-Dec. 2 
Answers Tlwt Are Nearby and Free; Schwenk, Richard ........ .. ..... July-Aug. 44 
Bun11a's Forgotten Refugees; Lehman, Mel... ....... ...... ..... ....... ........ Mar.-Apr. 28 
India 's Northeast: 1.Jlnd of Refugees; Murthy, J. S . .......... .. ............. Mar.-Apr. 30 
In Mission in C11ile; Garcia, Janet... .. ... .......... .......... ..... ........ .. ........ Nov.-Dec. 22 

Indonesia 
Advallce, The, in lndonesia .............................................. ............... . May-June 38 
East Timar; Asedillo, Rebecca C. ....... .. .......... ......................... ... .... May-June 30 
Economic Crisis in Indonesia, The; Day, R. Randy ...................... .. May-June 12 
Impressions of Indonesia; Tankersley, Larry D ......... .... .... ... .. .......... . May-June 8 
Indonesia and the Free Market; Cole, Charles .... ...... ...... .... ........ .. .. May-June 37 
Indonesia: 1.Jlnd of Contrasts (plwto essay) .................. ... ................... May-June 4 
Indonesia on the Line; Graham, Alma .......................... .......... ........ May-June 43 
Methodist Church of Indonesia, The (ma p) ... ................. .. ....... .. ....... May-June 24 
Project of the Karo Balak Protestant Church, A; 

House; Christie R. ..... ..... ..... ..... ..... ......... ..... ........ ..... .................. May-June 26 
Relations Between Muslims and Christians in Indonesia; 

Hunt, Robert. .... ....... ....... .. ...... .... ... .................. ... ........................ May-June 16 
Sukasari Mission of Wesley Methodist Church; 

Werner & House ................ ....... .... .. ..... ....... ..... ... ....... ..... ..... ...... . May-June 34 
Vision of Tlie Methodist Church of Indonesia, The; 

Doloksaribu, H .......... .... ... ........ ...... .... ........ ..... ..... ... ..... ......... .. ... May-June 20 
Indonesia and the Free Market; Cole, Charles .......... ............................ May-June 37 
Indonesia: l.Jmd of Contrasts (photo essay) .... .... ..... ..... .... .... .... ........ ....... . May-June 4 
Indonesia on the Lille; Graham, Alma .......... .. ..... ... .......... ... ............ ..... May-June 43 
In Memoriam: Raymond K. DeHainaut; Graham, Alma .......... ......... . Nov.-Dec. 41 
In Mission in Chile; Garcia, Janet... ...... ... ............................................ Nov.-Dec. 22 
Jeffrey, Paul .. .... ..... .... ........ ... .. .. ...... ............................. .. ........ ...... ......... .. Mar.-Apr. 14 
Johnson, Douglas W .... .................................... ........ ... ......... ... ........ .... .. July-Aug. 18 
Jones, Anna ................................ ...... ........... ... ...... ..... ...... .. .. ...... ..... .. ...... Nov.-Dec. 31 
justice journey; Slack, Darlene .... ... ... ... ... .... .. ...... ... ............. ............ ....... Jan .-Feb. 26 

Justice Ministries 
Church World Service: Help and Hope; Sage, William ..... .... ...... ... ... Mar.-Apr. 4 
East Timar; Asedillo, Rebecca C. .. ... .............................................. May-June 30 
How the New Immigration Low Affects YO U!; Fernandez, Lilia .. . Mar.-Apr. 8 
Justice journey; Slack, Darlene ....... ..... ..... ....... ...... ....... ..... ........ ...... .. Jan.-Feb. 26 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union, The; Baptist, Joan, et al ...... ........ Jan .-Feb. 9 
Rebuilding Burned Churches; House, Christie R. ...... .. ......... .. ......... Jan.-Feb. 20 
Rights to Ancestral 1.Jlnd in the Philippines; Schwenk, Richard ... ov.-Dec. 28 
See also RACISM, UMCOR 

Keeping in Touch With Dominican Street Children; 
DeHainaut, Raymond K .......... .............................. .... .. ... ...... .... . Sept.-Oct. 18 

Kensington Welfare Rights Union , The; Baptist, Joan, Chris Caruso, 
and Amy Miller ....... ....... ... ......................... .. ..... ...... ..... ... ...... ...... ... Jan.-Feb. 9 

l(jes, Larry and Jane .. .. .... .............................. .... ....... .... ...... ................ . Nov.-Dec. 12 

Latin America 
All Saints' Day Service in Bolivia, An; Boots, Wilson ... .. ....... .. ....... Nov.-Dec. 9 
Crossing Into Mexico, Heading North; Jeffrey, Paul... ................... Mar.-Apr. 14 
Daycare for Migrant Children (Mexico); Schug, Patricia A .......... Mar.-Apr. 37 
Honduras lnitiat ive ... ................ .... ........ ..... .... .. ....... .. ........ ........... ... .. Nov.-Dec. 27 
In Mission in Chile; Garcia, Janet... .. .... ...... .. ........ .. .......... ... .... .. ... .. Nov.-Dec. 22 
Keeping in Touch With Dominican Street Children; 

DeHainaut, Raymond ........................ ..... ....... .... ..... ..... .... ......... Sept.-Oct. 18 
Map Activities (Chile and U.S.) ......... ....... ..... ...... ... ...... .. ..... ... ... ... ... Nov.-Dec. 25 
Nourishing Hope (Honduras); Pierce, Lyda ...... ... .... .. ..................... July-Aug. 43 
Stop Hunger Now (Nicaragua); Buchanan, Ray A. .......... .......... .. . July-Aug. 38 

Lehman , Mel.. .................. .. ............. ..................... .. ... ... ..... .. .... ............ .. Mar.-Apr. 28 
Life at Nyadire Mission ill Zimbabwe; l(jes, Larry & Jane ............. .. .. Nov.-Dec. 12 
Life-Givi11g Water; Rowley, Darla & Glenn .. ............... ... .. ........... ..... .. Sept.-Oct. 29 
Literacy Classes for Womell; Maane, Awa Samb ... ......... .............. ...... Sept.-Oct. 30 
Local Mission and Global Ministries; Graham, Alma ....... ........... ......... July-Aug. 2 
Lord, Richard .... .... ..... ......... ..... ... ...... ....... ... ............. ............................... Jan.-Feb. 36 
Maane, Awa Samb ..... ........... .... ....... ........ ........... ... .......... ... ..... ............ Sept.-Oct. 30 

Maps 
Methodist Ch11rch of l11do1lesia, The; Graham & Sadler .... .... ......... May-June 24 
Ref11gee Migratiolls Map and Chart; Graham & Sadler ....... .... ...... Mar.-Apr. 24 

Markay, David ..... ........ ........ .......... .... ............ ..... ......... .. ... .. ............ Nov.-Dec. 4, 20 

Methodism/Methodist Churches 
All Sai11ts' Day Service in Bolivia, An; Boots, Wilson.... ........... .. .... . ov.-Dec. 9 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Ronald D ..... ... .... ... .. .......... .. July-Aug. 34 
Empowering the Young Women of India; Murthy, J. S ..... ... ............ Sept.-Oct. 38 
Homeless Talk in Cen tral johanllesburg; Lord, Richard .. .... ............. Jan.-Feb. 36 
Methodist Ch11rch of Indonesia, The (111ap); Graham & Sadler ...... May-June 24 
Pauline Kim 's Life fo r Christ in Korea; Strawn, Sonia Reid .......... Nov.-Dec. 34 
Suknsari Mission of Weslei; Methodist Ch 11rch, The; 

Werner & House .. ...... ......... ... ......... ..... .. ... .. .. ...... ... ... .... ... .. ........ May-June 34 
Vision of Tl1e Methodist Ch urch of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H ...... May-June 20 
See also UNlTED METHODISM/UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ES 

Methodist Church of Indonesia, The (map); 
Grah am, Alma & Hal Sadler ............. .. ........................................... May-June 24 

Migrants 
Daycare for Migrant Children; Schug, Pa tricia A ....... ... .. .......... .... . Mar.-Apr. 37 
Pilate as Moral Example (migrant workers); Cole, Charles .......... .. Sept.-Oct. 25 
Relations Between Muslims and Christians in Indonesia; 

Hunt, Robert .. .... ..... ...... ....... ...... ....... ..... ... .. ....... ...... ..... ........... .... May-June 16 
Suknsari Mission of Wesley Methodist Ch11rch; 

Werner & House .......................................................... ............. .. May-June 34 
See also REFUGEES 

Millennium Fund for Mission ......... ..••..... ....... ...... ...... ..... ..... ..... ....... ...... . Jan.-Feb. 34 
Miller, Amy .... ..................... .. ....... ................................. ...••.... ........ ......... ... Jan.-Feb. 9 

Missionaries 
Adventures of a Missionan; Kid in Africa; Gipe, Ernily. .............. .. .Sept.-Oct. 22 
All Saints' Day Service in Bolivia; Boots, Wilson .. ........... ....... .... ... .. ov.-Dec. 9 
Bulletin Inserts on Mission ......... ... .. July-Aug. 43; Sept.-Oct. 43; ov.-Dec. 43 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Ronald D ......... .............. ...... July-Aug. 34 
Christmas in Congo; Gipe, Beth & Emily............. .............. ............ ov.-Dec. 18 
Christmas in Ka11nas; Markay, David.... ..... ...... ....... ......... ..... ..... .. .. ov.-Dec. 20 
Empowering the Young Women of India; Murthy, J. S .................... Sept.-Oct. 38 
Evacuated Missionaries Retum (Congo, Liberia)....... ........ ... ........... ov.-Dec. 27 
Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S ......... ...... ....... ........ ......... ..... ... Nov.-Dec.38 
Hond11ras Initiative...... ... .. ....... .. .... ........ .......... .. ....... .... .. .... ..... ... .... ... ov.-Dec. 27 
Impressions of Indonesia; Tankersley, Larry D ...................... ........... May-June 8 
In Mission in Chile; Garcia, janet ....... ..... .......... ........... ......... .. ........ Nov.-Dec. 22 
Life at Nyadire Mission in Zimbabwe; Kies, Larry & Jane ..... ....... . Nov.-Dec. 12 
Missionary Gift of Love, The; Graham, Alma .. ...... .... .......... .... ..... .... Nov.-Dec. 2 
Operation Classroom; DeMichele, Lynne Bevan ..... ........ .... ....... ..... Jan.-Feb. 30 
Pauline Kim 's Life for Christ in Korea; Strawn, Sonia Reid ......... . Nov.-Dec. 34 
Rights lo Ancestral Land in the Philippines; Schwenk, Richard ... Nov.-Dec. 28 
Suknsari Mission of Wesley Methodist Church; 

Werner & House .................... .... ... .. ... .. .................................... .. . May-June 34 
Three Decades in Africa; Whitfield, William & Jirnrnye... ..... .. ..... ov.-Dec. 15 
United Methodist Church in Lithuania, The; Markay, David .. .. .. ... . Nov.-Dec. 4 
United Methodist Church in Senegal, The ........ ....... ..... ..... ............... Sept.-Oct. 26 
Vision of Tlie Methodist Church of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H ... .. . May-June 20 
What ls a Missionan;?; Garcia, Janet... .. ...... ........ .. ............ .. .......... . ov.-Dec. 24 
See also MJSSION VOLUNTEERS 

Missionary Gift of Love, T11e; Graham, Alma... ...... .. .... ...... ....... .......... .. ov.-Dec. 2 
Mission Education; Wilson, Faye ... ......... .................. ... Mar.-Apr. 44; Sept.-Oct. 42 
Mission Institutions See COMMUNin' AND !NSTITUTIO AL M!NlSTRfES 

Mission Theology 
All Saints' Day Service in Bolivia, An; Boots, Wil on........ ... .. ....... .. ov.-Dec. 9 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Christie R .. ........ ....... .... . July-Aug. 5 
Mobilizing for Mission; ugent, Randolph .... .. ...... ...... ...... .... ...... . Mar.-Apr. 13 

Mission Volunteers 
Hinton Rural Life Center; House, Christie R. ................................ Sept.-Oct. 32 
Keeping in Touch With Dommican Street Children; 

DeHainaut, Raymond ..... ....... ... ........ ..... .................................... Sept.-Oct. 18 
Rebuilding Burned Churche ; Hou e, Christie R ...... ......... .......... Jan.-Feb. 20 
Sukasari Missio11 of Wesley Methodis t Church; 

Werner & House ................................. ..... .................... ... ...... ..... May-June 34 
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United Metltodist Adopts African Refugee; 
Stovall, Deni e J .............. ............ .......... .. .. .............. .... ........ .. ...... Mar.-Apr. 40 

VIM Tenms Help Churches; G6mez, Roberto L.. ........................... Mar.-Apr. 26 
Mobilizing for Missiou; ugent, Randolph ........................................ Mar.-Apr. 13 
Mou sn Diedhiou; Smith, Harold and Roberta .................................. Sept.-Oct. 31 
Murthy, ]. S .............. .. ............ .... .... .... ... Mar.-Apr. 30; Sept.-Oct. 38; Nov.-Dec. 38 

Muslims 
Impressions of lndouesin; Tanker ley, Larry D ........ .. .......... .. ........ .. . May-June 8 
India 's ortlzenst: Lnnd of Refugees; Murthy, J. S ........ .. .................. Mar.-Apr. 30 
Indonesia 011 the Li11e; Graham, Alma ................ .. ........................... May-]une 43 
Relations Behueen M11slims and Christians in Indonesia; 

Hunt, Robert.. .......... .................... ..... .. ............ .... ........ ................. May-]une 16 
Re ettling Somnlinn Refugees; Romans, He idi .............. .. .............. .. Mar.-Apr. 21 
Three Decades in Africa; Whitfield , WiJLiam & Jim.mye.... ........... ov.-Dec. 15 
United Methodist C/111rc/1 in Senegal, The .............. .. .. ........ .. ............ Sept.-Oct. 26 

Myths nnd Realities Abo11t Welfnre .......... .... .. .. ........................................ Jan.-Feb. 24 

National Council of Churches (NCC) 
Ens! Timar; Ased i!Jo, Rebecca C ........ .. .... .... ................ .. .. .... ........... May-June 30 
Rebuilding Burned Churches; House, Christie R .. .......... .. .. .... .. .. ..... Jan.-Feb. 20 

ative Americans 
Winds of Clinnge Bring Native American Church Full Circle; 

Schug, Patricia A ......... ... .... .... .. ...... .. ... ..................... ... ................ Jul y-A ug. 27 

New World Outlook 
(a) Awards; (b) Price Increase Alert! .... .. ...... .. ..................................... July-Aug. 4 
Cal/for Mission Advocates, A ........................ .... .. .... .. ......................... May-June 2 
GBGM Wins 40 UMAC Awards-Again! .... .. ...... .. ................ ........... Jan.-Feb. 34 

ew World O utlook Web Page, The (poster) ............ .. .. .. ... ........ .. .. July-Aug . 23 
ugent, Ran dolph ..... .. ... .. .. ....... ... .. ...................................... ... .. .... ....... Mar.-Apr. 13 

Operation Classroom: An Americnn-Africnn Partnership; 
DeMiche le, Lynne Bevan ... .. ...... .. ...... .. .... ......................................... Jan .-Feb. 30 

011r Combative Church; Cole, Cha rles .... .... .... .. .... .. .... .. ....................... Ju ly-Aug. 22 
Pass, Karen ................. ...... ....................... .. ..... ..... ... ... .. .... .. .. ............ .. .... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Pauline Kim's Life for Christ in Korea; Strawn, Sonia Reid ........ ....... Nov.-Dec. 34 

Peace 
/11stice journey; Slack, Darlene ............................... ... .. ... ........ .. .... ..... Jan .-Feb. 26 
Vote for Peace in Ireland, A; Walter & Range .... .. ........ .... ............ .. . ov. -Dec. 44 

Photo Essays 
Empowering Children With Special Needs; House, Christie R ...... May-June 26 
Indonesia: Lnnd of Contrasts .... .. .... .. .............. .... .. ............................... May-June 4 

Pilate as a Moral Example; Cole, Charles .... .. .... .. .... .. .... .............. .. ....... Sept.-Oct. 25 

Postersllnserts 
Even; Child Is Our Child .. .. .... ........ ...... .. .... .. ....... Sept.-Oct. insert fo llowing 24 
Methodist Church of Indonesia, The (mnp) .................... .... .. .. ........... May-June 24 
Myths nnd Realities About Welfare .... .... .... ................ .. .. .. ............. ...... Jan .-Feb. 24 

ew World O utlook Web Pnge, Tl1e .... .. ................ .. ............... ...... .. July-Aug. 23 
Refugee Migrations Map and Chnrt .... .... ................ ...... ............. .. ..... Mar.-Apr. 42 
Rio Grande Conference, The .. ............ .. .... ......... .. .... .. .... .......... .. ........ . Mar.-Apr. 23 
Wlint ls a Missionary? .. ....... ........................... .. ... .. .... ............. ... ....... . Nov.-Dec. 24 

Poverty 
Children and Poverty; Graham, Alma .......... .... .. .... .... .. .. ......... .. .......... Jan .-Feb. 2 
Economic Crisis in Indonesia, The; Day, R. Randy .... .. .. ........ .... ..... May-June 12 
Ending Welfare-A s We Know It; House, Christie R .......... .. ........ .... Jan .-Feb. 4 
Myths nnd Realities About Welfare (poster) ...... .. .............. .... .......... ... Jan.-Feb. 24 
United Methodist Church in Litlwnnin, The; Markay, David .... .. .... ov.-Dec. 4 
Vision of The Methodist Clrnrch of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H ...... May-June 20 
See also HUNGER, HOMELESSNESS/ HOUSING 

Racism 
Rebuilding Burned Churches; H ouse, Christie R .... ...... .. ................ . Jan .-Feb. 20 
Winds of Change Bring Native American Churc/1 F11// Circle; 

Schug, Pa tricia A ................ ...... ...... .. ...................... .. ................. Ju ly-A ug. 27 
Rebuilding Burned C'111rches; House, Christie R ...... ...... ...................... Jan.-Feb. 20 

Refugees 
Africa: Overwhelmed by Refugees; Sells, Ray .. .. .... ...... .. ................... Mar.-Apr. 20 
Burma's Forgotten Refugees; Lehman, Mel.. .. ............ ... .. ................ Mar.-Apr. 28 
Church World Service: Help and Hope; Sage, William ...... .. ........ ..... Mar.-Apr. 4 
Crossing Into Mexico, Heading North; Jeffrey, Paul ........ ... .. .......... Mar.-Apr. 14 
How the New Immigration L.nw Affects YOU!; Fernandez, Lilia .. .. Mar.-Apr. 8 
India 's Northeast: Lnnd of Refugees; Murthy, J. S .... .. .. ........ .. .. .. ..... Mar.-Apr. 30 
Mobilizing for Mission; Nugen t, Randolph .............. ... .. ............... Mar.-Apr. 13 
Number 1 in Refugee Resettlement ........ .... .................... .. ................. May-June 42 

Ref11gee Migra tions Map and Clwrt ........ .. .. ....................................... Mar.-Apr. 42 
Ref11gee Stories From Africa; Wersan, Susan , et a/ .......................... Mar.-Apr. 18 
Serving tlze Strangers in 011r Midst; Pass, Karen ..................... .. .... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Un ited Methodist Adopts African Refugee; Stovall, Denise J ......... Mar.-Apr. 40 
View of the Bridge, A; Graham, Alma ................ ...... ......................... Mar.-Apr. 2 

Ref11gee Migrations Map and Clwrt; Graham, Alma & Hal Sad ler .. . Mar.-Apr. 42 
Refugee Stories From Africa; Wersan, Susan, Ray Sells, 

& Heidi Romans .. ....... ............................................. .. ................ ... .... Mar.-Apr. 18 
Relations Behueen Muslims nnd Christians in Indonesia; 

Hunt, Robert. .... ... .. .. .................... ..... .... .... ... ......... ... .... .. ... ................ May-June 16 

Relief See HUNGER, UMCOR 

Resettling Somalian Refugees in Northern Jllinois; Ro mans, Heidi .. .. Mar.-Apr. 21 
Resourcing Yo11th Leaders; Games, Steven ................................. .. .. .. .. .. Sept.-Oct. 16 
Rights to Ancestral Land in tlze Philippines; Schwenk, Richard ......... Nov.-Dec. 28 
Rio Grande Conference, Tire; Barton, Roy D. 

& Roberto L. G6mez ... ..... .. ... .. ........................ ............................ ... .. Mar.-Apr. 23 
Roman s, Heidi. ...... .. ... .... ............ ... .. ......... ... .... .. ........... .. .. ..................... Mar.-Apr. 21 
Rowley, Darla & Glenn ...... ............................................................ Sept.-Oct. 29, 43 

Rural Ministry 
Empowering the Young Women of India; Murthy, J. S ..................... Sept.-Oct. 38 
Hinton R11ral Life Center; House, Christie R .. .. .. .................. .. .. ...... Sept.-Oct. 32 
Jn Mission in Chile; Garcia, Jan et.. .... .............................................. Nov.-Dec. 22 
Vision of The Methodist Ch11rch of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H .... .. May-June 20 
See also AGRICULTURE 

Sadler, Ha l (computer art) ...................... ..................... Mar.-Apr. 42; May-June 24 
Sage, William .. ........ .... ... .. .... .. .... .. ........ ........................................ .......... .. Mar.-Apr. 4 
Sapereau, Alice ... ... ..................... .. .. .. .. ... .... .. .... ... .. .. .. .. ........................... Sept.-Oct. 28 
Schug, Patricia A .. .............. ...... ...... .. .. ...... .. ...... .. ........... Mar.-Apr. 37; July-A ug. 27 
Schwenk, Richard .................. .. ....... ....... ...... .. ... ... ... .. .... .. ........ ..... ......... Nov.-Dec. 28 
Searching for the Center; Cole, Charles .............. ...... ........ ................ .. .. Nov.-Dec. 26 
Seeking a Magic Formula for Church Growtlr?; 

Johnson, Douglas W ....................................... .. .. ..... .. .. .... ... ......... .. ... July-Aug. 18 
Sell s, Ray ..................... ....... ......... ...... ... .. ..... ............................................ Mar.-Apr. 20 
Serving the Strangers in Our Midst; Pass, Karen .... .......................... .. Mar.-Apr. 34 

Shalom, Communiti es o f 
Community Report: Kensington, Philadelphia; 

House, Chris tie R .. ... ........... .. ........................ ..... .. .. ...... .. ... .. ....... ... Jan.-Feb. 12 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation; House, Christie R .......... .. ........... JuJy-Aug. 5 
Shalom Zone Mrnistries in t/1e Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin ... ]an.-Feb. 16 
Stan; of Slralom in Enu Claire, A; Wright, Elliott ............................ July-A ug. 10 

Shalom Zone Min istries in tlze Texas Conference; 
Weiss, Lin M. & Oscar Griffin .................................................. .. ...... Jan .-Feb. 16 

Si Siise, Ndey Astu .............................................................................. Sept.-Oct. 31 
Slack, Darlene .. ............................ ....... .. ......... ....... ... . .. ........... .. ... ........ .... Jan .-Feb. 26 
Smith, Harold & Roberta .......................... ... .................................. Sept.-Oct. 28; 31 
Spiritual Migra tions; Cole, Charles .. ... .. .... .. .. .. ... ... ..... .... .. .. ..... .... ..... .... Mar.-Apr. 27 
Stop Hunger Now; Buchanan, Ray A ....... ...... .................. ............. ...... Ju ly-Aug. 38 
Story of Philadelph ia's Nueva Esperanza, The; Wright, Elliott .. .......... July-Aug. 14 
Story of Shalom in Enu Claire, A (Columbin, SC); Wright, Elliott.. .... July-Aug. 10 
Strawn, Sonia Reid ............. .... ....................... ....................................... Nov.-Dec. 34 
Sukasari Mission of Weslei; Met/rodist Church, Tl1e; 

Werner, George & Christie R. House ......................................... .. May- June 34 
Tankersley, Larry D ......................... .. ....... ........ ............... .......... .. ........ .. May-)une 12 
Tlrree Decades in Africa; Whitfield, William & Jimmye..................... ov.-Dec. 15 
Teen Team From Maine; House, Chris tie R .......................................... Sept.-Oct. 36 
Tompkins, Ronald D ........... .. ............................... ................................. July-Aug. 34 

UMCOR 
Church World Service: Help nnd Hope; Sage, William ..................... . Mar.-Apr. 4 
Emergency Response Training in Africa .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ............................ July-Aug. 42 
Mobilizing for Miss ion; Nugent, Randolph .......... .. .......... .. ... ......... Mar.-Apr. 13 
Nu mber l in Refugee Resettle111ent.. .................................................. M ay-]une 42 
Rebuilding Burned Cl111rches; House, Christie R .... .. .. ...................... Jan.-Feb. 20 
Ref11gee Stories From Africa; Wersan , Susan, et al .. .. ..................... . Mar.-Apr. 18 
Serving the Strangers in 011r Midst; Pass, Karen ...................... .. ... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Stocking for H11rricn11e Senson .......... ... ...... ... .... .. .. .. ... ........................ Sept.-Oct. 24 
UMCOR Emergencies ......... ... .. .................. ..................................... ... Mar.-Apr. 22 
UMCOR Storms and Floods .. .. ....... ...... .. ........ .. .. ............................... May-June 42 
View of the Bridge, A; Graham, Alma .. .. .. .. ............ .. ............ ........ ..... Mar.-Apr. 2 
Vision of The Methodist Church of Indonesia; Doloksaribu, H .. .. .. May-)une 20 

United Methodism/United Methodis t Churches 
Are We the Ch11rch Together?; Hemmerle, Cheryl A ................ .. ... Sept.-Oct. 10 
Cambodia Initiative, The; Tompkins, Ronald D ....... .. ................ .. ... July-Aug. 34 
C/Jurch Health Center of Memphis, TN; Wilson, George ......... .. ..... July-Aug. 30 
Daycare for Migrant Children; Schug, Patricia A ........................... Mar.-Apr. 37 
Hinton Rural Life Center; House, Christie R .... ....... .. ...... ........ ...... Sept.-Oct. 32 
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Our Combative C/1urc/1; Cole, harles ......... ........................... .... .. .. Ju ly-Aug. 22 
Refugee Stories From Africa; Wersan , Susan, et n/ .......................... Mar.-Apr. 18 
Rio Grande Conference, The; Barton & G6mez ................... ........ ... . Mar.-Apr. 23 
enrching for the Center; ole, harles ............................... .... ........ Nov.-Dec. 26 

Serving tire Strangers in Our Midst; Pass, Karen ..... ...................... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Story of Philndelphin 's Nuevn Esperanza; Wright, Elliott ............... JuJy-Aug. 14 
United Metlrodist Church in Lithuania, The; Markay, David ....... ... Nov.-Dec. 4 
United Methodist Church in Senegal, The .................... ...... ... ...... ..... Sept. -Oct. 26 
Young People n11d tire C/111rc/1; Bales, Linda ......... ........ ... ......... ..... .. Sept.-Oct. 12 
Youth Ministry: A 24-Hour fob; Hou e, Chris tie R .... ..................... Sept.-Oct. 4 
United Methodist Adopts African Refugee; Stovall, Denise J .... ..... Mar.-Ap r. 40 
View of the Bridge, A; Graham , Alma .. .... ... ..... ..... ......... .. ............. .. .. Mar.-Apr. 2 
Winds of Change (Native American Church); Schug, Patricia A. ... July-Aug. 27 
See also IETHODISM / METHODIST CHURCHES; SHALOM, COMMUNITIES OF 

United Methodist Clrurch in Litlrunnin, The; Markay, Dav id ............... Nov.-Dec. 4 
United Metlrodist Church in Senegal, The .......... ... ......... ...... .... ..... ...... .. Sept.-Oct. 26 
United Metlrodist Laywoman Adopts African Refugee; 

Stovall, Deni e Johnson ........ .................... ... .................................... Mar.-Apr. 40 

United States 
Cambodia Initiative, The (CA, OH, NY); Tompkins, Ronald D .. .. July-Aug. 34 
Church Hen/th Center of Memphis (TN); Wilson, George ....... ... .... JuJy-Aug. 30 
Community Report: Philadelphia (PA); House, Chris tie R. .............. Jan.-Feb. 12 
Daycare for Migrant Children (WA); Schug, Patricia A. ............. ... Mar.-Apr. 37 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; House, Chris tie R .... ..... .. ... ....... .... Jan.-Feb. 4 
Hinton Rural Life Center (NC); House, Christie R. ............. ......... .Sept.-Oct. 32 
Holy Boldness Sweeps the Nation (CA , MI, OR); 

House, Christie R. ................ ... ... ........... ........................................ July-Aug. 5 
How the New Immigration Law Affects YO U!; Fernan dez, Lilia .... Mar.-Apr. 8 
"/Couldn 't Live With Myself .. " (WV); Matheny, Jud y .... ... .......... Sept.-Oct. 44 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union (PA); Baptis t, Joan, et al .......... .. .. Jan.-Feb. 9 
Operation Classroom (JN, MN, NC); DeMichele, Lynn .............. ..... Jan.-Feb. 30 
Reach Out and Touch McCurdy (NM) ........ ... ........ .............. ... .. ...... .. July-Aug. 42 
Rebuilding Burned Churches (GA); House, Chris tie R ....... .. .. ...... ... Jan.-Feb. 20 
Refugee Stories From Africa (CA , IL); Wersan, Susan, et al. .. ... .... Mar.-Apr. 18 
Rio Grande Conference (NM, TX); Barton & G6rnez ........ .. ... ........ Mar.-Apr. 23 
Serving the Strangers in Our Midst (NY): Pass, Karen ..... ... ......... Mar.-Apr. 34 
Shalom Ministries in the Texas Conference; Weiss & Griffin .. ...... ... Jan.-Feb. 16 
Special Attention at McCurdy School (NM) ...... ....... .. ... .. ..... ............ July-Aug. 43 
Story of Philadelphia's Nueva Esperanza; Wright, Elliott ............... July-Aug. 14 
Story of Shalom in Eau Claire (SC); Wright, Elliott ......... ..... ......... July-Aug. 10 
Thanks to reStart in Kansas City (MO); Brown, Andrea ....... ... ..... Nov.-Dec. 44 
Winds of Change (WA); Schug, Patricia A. ........ ... ....... .... .... ....... ... . July-Aug. 27 
Young People and the Church (FL, PA); Bales, Linda ................... .. Sept.-Oct. 12 

Urban Ministry 
Church Health Cen ter of Memphis, TN; Wilson, George ................ July-Aug. 30 
Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S ..... ... .. ...... ....................... .. .... .. Nov.-Dec. 38 
Keeping in Touch With Dominican Street Children; 

DeHainaut, Rayrnond ............................................. ...... ...... ..... .. .Sept.-Oct. 18 
Local Mission and Global Minis tries; Graham, Alma .... .. ..... ... ..... .. .. July-Aug. 2 
Story of Philadelphia's Nueva Esperanza; Wright, Ellio tt ........ ...... .. July-Aug. 14 
Thanks to reStart in Kansas City, Brown, Andrea ...... ....... ....... ...... Nov.-Dec. 44 
United Methodist Church in Lithuania, The; Markay, David .. ... Nov.-Dec. 4, 20 
United Methodist Church in Senegal .... ... .... .......................... ............ Se pt.-Oct. 26 
See also SHALOM, COMMUNITIES OF 

View of the Bridge, A; Graham, Alma .. ..... ......... ..... ....... .... .... ....... ..... ..... Mar.-Apr. 2 
Vision of The Methodist Church of Indonesia, The; Doloksa ribu, H .... May-June 20 

Volunteers in Miss ion See MISSION VOLUNTEERS 

Weiss, Lin M .. .. Jan.-Feb. 16 

Welfare 
Afield in the Work of the Lord; Cole, Charles ... ... ..... ......................... Jan.-Feb. 35 
Children and Poverty; Graham, Alma ......................... .... ... ... ...... ........ Jan.-Feb. 2 
Community Report: Philadelphia; House, Chris tie R. ......... .. ........... Jan.-Feb. 12 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; House, Chris tie R. ..... ............ ..... . Jan .-Feb. 4 
Homeless Talk in Central Johannesburg; Lord, Richard .................... Jan.-Feb. 36 
"/ Couldn't Live With Myself .. "; Matheny, Judy ..... ..... ..... ............. Sept.-Oct. 44 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union; Baptist, Joan, et a/ ................ .. ..... Jan .-Feb. 9 
Myths and Realities About Welfare (poster) ........................................ Jan .-Feb. 24 

Werner, George ... ............. ....... ............ ...... .............. ...... ......................... May-June 34 
Wersan, Su an .. ............. ........... .... ...... ................................................... Mar.-Apr. 18 
Wha t Is a Missionary? (children's poster); Garcia, Janet... .... .. ... .. ... .... Nov.-Dec. 24 
Whi tfi e ld, William & Jimmye ......................... .. .. .. ............. .. ............... Nov.-Dec. 15 
Wilson, Faye ........ ......... .. ..... .... .. .... ...... ...... .......... ......... . Mar.-Apr. 44; Sept.-Oct. 42 
Wilson, George Tipton ......................... ....... ........ .. .. ................. .. ......... .. July-Aug. 30 
Winds of Change Bring Native American Church Fu ll Circle; 

Schug,Patricia A ....... ...... .................... ... ........... ... .... ........... ....... ....... July-Aug. 27 

Women 
Are We the Church Together?; Hernmerle, Cheryl A ................. .... Sept.-Oct. 10 
Christmas in Zimbabwe; Kies, Jane ...... ..... ............. .... .................. .... Nov.-Dec. 43 
Community Report: Philadelphia; House, Chris tie R. ...... ..... ....... .... Jan.-Feb. 12 
Empowering the You ng Women of India; Murthy, J. S ..................... Sept.-Oct. 38 
Ending Welfare-As We Know It; House, Christie R. .............. ......... Jan.-Feb. 4 
Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S .............. ........................ ........ Nov.-Dec. 38 
How the New Immigration Law Affects YOU!; Fernandez, Lilia .... Mar.-Apr. 8 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union; Baptist, Joan, et a/ ....................... Jan.-Feb. 9 
Literacy Classes for Women; Maane, Awa Samb ...... .. .............. ...... Sept.-Oct. 30 
Myths and Realities About Welfare (poster) ................ ............. ... .... .... Jan .-Feb. 24 
Nourishing Hope; Pierce, Lyda. .. .............. ................ ... ................. July-Aug. 43 
Relations Between Muslims and Christians in Indonesia; 

H unt, Robert... .... .. ............. ....... ....... .. .... ...... ...... ...... .. ....... ... .. .... .. May-June 16 
Women of Africa (poem); Si Siise, Nd ey Astu .... ........ ......... ..... ... Sep t.-Oct. 31 

Wright, EIJiott ................................. .. ................................................ juJy-Aug. 10, 14 
Young People and the Church; Bales, Linda ......... ... ................ ...... ... Sept.-Oct. 12 

Youth 
Are We the Church Together?; Hemrnerle, Cheryl A ................... .. Sep t.-Oct. 10 
Canvassing a Neighborhood; Smith, Harold & Roberta ....... .. ......... Sep t-Oct. 28 
Church World Service: Help and Hope; Sage, William ...................... Mar.-Apr. 4 
Empowering the Young Women of India; Murthy, J. S ......... .... ........ Sept.-Oct. 38 
Empowering Youth; Graham , Alma ............ .. ................................. .... Sept.-Oct. 2 
Faith in Action in India; Murthy, J. S ............................................... Nov.-Dec. 38 
Life-Giving Water; Rowley, Darla & Glenn ... ......... ............. ...... ..... Sept.-Oct. 29 
Moussa Diedhiou; Smith, Harold & Roberta ..... ............................. Sept.-Oct. 31 
Resourcing Youth Leaders; Games, Steven ................. ................ ..... Sept.-Oct. 16 
Winds of Change; Schug, Patricia A .......... .. ......... .. .. ... .. ......... ...... ... July-Aug. 27 
Young People and the Church; Bales, Linda ...... ..... .... ....... ... ........... Sept.-Oct. 12 
Youth Ministry: A 24-Hour fob; House, Christie R. ....... ......... ... ... ... Sept.-Oct. 4 
You th Soup It Up-To Fight Hunger; Wilson, Faye .... ............. ....... Sept.-Oct. 42 

Photo/Art Credits: Cover: Alva I. Cox • 5-7-Art by Roger Sadler • 8-11-Tequila Minsky • 12-13-Joshua 
Grant Lewis • 14-Tequila Minsky • 15-Lettie Lafontaine • 16-Tequila Minsky • 18-Courtesy Oscar 
Bolioli, CWS • 19-Alva I. Cox • 20-J. Fred Rowles, UMCom • 21-J. Harry Haines • 22- (left) Toge 
Fujihara, (right) Pam Hasagawa • 23-Courtesy UMCOR • 26-27-Courtesy Minnesota Annual 
Conference Office • 28-John Treat • 29-30-Courtesy the UMCOR office in Bosnia • 31-32-Franklin 
Fisher • 34-37-Don and Barbara Weaver • 43-44-Tequila Minsky 
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Flood Buckets 
Please purchase all liquids in plastic bottles. 

•5-gallon bucket with lid 
• Bleach-1 /2 gallon 
•Scrub brush 
•Scouring pads, 5 
• Cleaning towels, 18 each (reusable) 
•Sponges, assorted-size 7 pack 
• Laundry detergent, 50 oz. 
• Household cleaner, 12 oz. 
• Disinfectant dish soap, 28 oz. 
• Clothespins, 50 
• Clothesline, 100 ft. x 3/16" 
• Dust masks, 5 packs 
• Latex Gloves, 2-pair pack 
• Work Gloves, 1 pair 
• Trash bags, 45 gal., 24-bag roll 
• Insect spray, 14 oz. 
• Air freshener, 9 oz. 

Please put all items in the plastic bucket and seal 
the lid. 

Shipping costs must be paid by churches or groups sending the kits. 
Shipments must be prepaid by parcel post or UPS. Send to: 

UMCORDepot 
Post Office Box 850 

131 Sager Brown Road 
Baldwin, LA 70514-0850 

NOTE: Follow directions on what to pack exactly. Please include all 
items requested and refrain from adding items not listed. Though extra 
gifts are given with the best of intentions, they often render a kit unus
able and cause delays while volunteers must unpack and repack the 
kits at the UMCOR Depot. 

For more information, call the Depot at 1-800-814-8765. Money may 
also be given to support the Depot. Designate the gift to UMCOR 
Depot, Advance #901515-8. 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

Material Resources: Another way to give 
Before sending any material resource to the UMCOR Depot on the 
Sager-Brown campus in Baldwin, Louisiana, ask these questions: 

• Is it ready to use? 
• Does it need cleaning or repair? If the answer is yes, then it needs to 

be recycled or discarded rather than given to another person. 
• Will someone living in extreme circumstances be able to use this 

item? 
• Is it practical? 
• Would I give this to a member of my own family to use? The answer 

should always be yes . 

As people of faith, we believe that we are part of a global community. 
The people we reach out to are our brothers and sisters. May our gifts 
reflect our genuine respect, love, and concern for these members of our 
family around the globe. 

Kits to pack and send to the UMCOR Depot 
See the remaining pages of this insert for seven kinds of kits. Send one, 
send a hundred. But as long as you're going to the trouble of getting 
materials and packing one, why not pack several? Buying in bulk may 
enable you to practice good stewardship in using mission money. 
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Sewing Kit 
With sewing kits, women can make their own 
clothing in their size and in the style of their 
culture. Cottage industries often grow out of 
sewing classes in which women use these kits 
to gain valuable income-generating skills. 
•Three yards of cotton or a cotton blend in a 

solid-color or print fabric 
• 1 package of needles • 1 spool of thread 
• 6 matching buttons 
Wrap sewing notions in the fabric and tie the bundle 
with a string or strip of cloth. 

Kitchen Pack 
•Metal tea kettle 
•Metal cooking pots-1 qt. and 3 qt. 
•Metal 12-inch skillet with lid 
• Spatula 
•Can opener-hand-held 
•Dish detergent-16 oz. bottle 
•Paper napkins-large package 
•Salt and pepper shakers 
•Dishtowels, potholders, and sponges-2 each 
•Large serving spoons- 3 each 
•Durable plastic plates, cups, and bowls-4 each 
•Stainless-steel utensils-4 sets 
Pack items in a 12" x 12" x 16" carton, which you 
can obtain from a moving and storage company. 

Layette Kit 
Many women do not have even swaddling 
clothes with which to welcome a newborn into 
the world. Layette kits provide them with basic 
supplies every baby needs. 
• 4 cloth diapers • 2 shirts • 2 washcloths 
• 2 gowns • 2 diaper pins • 1 sweater 
• 2 receiving blankets 
Bundle the items inside one receiving 
blanket and secure the bundle with diaper pins. 

School Kits 
In many countries, school kits are the only educa
tional resources available. Often there are no 
books-or even classrooms. Classes are mobile or 
held in the open air. Students must write down 
everything that the teacher says or writes on a 
board . Their teacher's knowledge and their own 
notes are their only textbooks. They have difficul
ty learning without the basic tools in this kit, 
which is designed for a variety of ages. 
• 1 blunt scissors 
•2 pads of 8" x 11" ruled paper 
• l 30-centimeter ruler 
• 1 pencil sharpener- hand-held 
• 6 unsharpened pencils with erasers 
• 12 sheets of construction paper 
•1 box of eight crayons •one 2 1/ 2" eraser 
Prepare a 12" x 14" cloth bag with handles and 
place the items in the bag. 

Health Kit 
Health kits can be used as learning tools in 
literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes. They are 
also distributed to people who understand the 
importance of personal hygiene to health but who 
have limited resources. 
• 1 hand towel, 1 washcloth, 1 comb, 
1 nail file, 1 bar of soap, 1 toothbrush, 
and 1 tube of toothpaste. 
•6 adhesive bandages (Band-Aids®) 
Place the items in a towel and tie the bundle 
with string or yarn. 

Bedding Pack 
• 2 flat double sheets 
• 2 pillowcases 
• 2 pillows 
Pack in a 12" x 12" x 16" carton, which you can 
obtain from a moving or storage company. 

Nl="\AI • AJC>PI r, C""\I l T I r-..~k' R..~'I-. YVOR' 0 '21 rT' 0 '2K R I ' ' ' I .,..., , 



.. ...... 

Resources to Expand -------------

YOUR Vl~IO~ 
fOR ~1~~10~~ 
General Board of Global 
Ministries • The United 
Methodist Church 

Print Re~ource~ 
I Service Center Catalog 
Annual listing of all mission resources, including 
brochures, audiovisuals and study books. (free) 

2 New World Outlook 
Mission Magazine of The United Methodist 
Church. Covers global concerns with colorful 
photos and posters, timely articles, and news of 
mission projects and personnel. ($15 - 6 issues) 

3 Prayer Calendar 
A calendar designed to guide prayer for God's 
mission with listings of mission personnel and 
projects. ($6.50) 

4 Children's Prayer Calendars 
A packet of 5 small pocket calendars with mis
sionary children's addresses and birthdays, so 
children can begin a worldwide correspondence. 
($5) Single copy ($1.25) 

5 Response 
Magazine of United Methodist Women with 
monthly Bible studies, book reviews and program 
ideas. ($12 - 11 issues) 

6 Steps for the Leader of Missions in the Local 
Church 

Folder with ideas and guidance for local church 
leaders. (free) 

% Great, Ideas for Local Church Mission Leaders 
Booklet containing mission minute talks, promo
tion, publicity and fundraising ideas, programs 
and stories. ($3) 

8 Partnership in Missions Catalog 
Listing of 2,000 Advance projects. ($3) 

9 Mission Means 
Monthly packet of mission minute talks, stories, 
program ideas, new literature. ($11 - 9 issues) 

10 Great Mission Ideas for Workers with 
Children 

Paper and pencil mission activities. Programs, sto
ries and fundraising ideas. Six separate lesson plans 
and other activities for ages 5-8 and ages 9-12. ($3) 

(leclronic ~edia Re~urce~ 
I Mission Magazine Video subscription 
Thirty-minute videos featuring stories of Christian 
witness from around the world. ($39 - 4 videos; or 
available individually @$19.95) 

2 MissionFa:x 
Updates on countries, mission services, etc. 
available through fax back service. 
Call 1-800-793-5415. 

3 Website http://gbgrn-umc.org 

4 UMCOR hotline 1-800-841-1235 

5 General Mission Information 
1-800-UMC-GBGM 
1-800-862-4246 

6 Service Center 
1-800-305-9857 or 1-513-761-2100 

Resources available from Service Center, 7820 Reading 
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 
Order by calling toll-free 1-800-305-9857 or address 
inquiries to 1-513-761-2100. For general mission 
resource information, write to: Promotion Office, 
General Board of Global Ministries, Room 1472, 475 
Riverside Drive, NY, NY 10115, or call 212-870-3784. 
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''WE'RE BUILDING OUR CHURCH 
RIGHT NOW! 

The preferred experts in United Methodist church financing. Churches 
are and have been our only borrowers since our founding in 1960. That's why 
we can be attentive to your particular financial needs and help you bring your 
plans and dreams to fulfillment. 

More than just great rates. Because we're part of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, we are familiar with demographics and program planning, 
architecture, and capital fund raising, and can refer you to other members of 
our GBGM team for assistance if desired. 

Part of a team, a link in the Connection. Church financing isn't something 
we've added on to banking in order to satisfy regulators. Congregational financ
ing is our mission. 

Know where your money goes. Your interest payments go back to United 
Methodist investors who support church extension through their purchase of 
UMDF notes. UMDF expenses are paid from interest income as well; we receive 
no apportionment dollars. 

We finance new construction, renovations, 
additions, relocations, and parsonages. 

Current mortgage rates:* 

First units 7. 50% per year 
All other projects 8.00% per year 
*Rates are subject to change at any time. 

Call, write, or visit our website. Begin a relationship with l!MDP, 
the preferred lender to United Methodist churches. 
1 (212) 870 3865 
Suite 1519, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
http:!/gbgm-umc.org/unitslevgrowthlumdf html 

United Methodist 
Development Fund 
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Are you the recipient of 
one or more of the badges 
listed here and a member 

of a United Methodist 
church? 

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD 
Boy Scout Award 

GOLD AWARD 
Girl Scouts of the 

U.S.A. 

WOHELO AWARD 
Camp Fire Boys and Girls 

If so, please fill out the 
information below, detach 
and mail to the address 

listed below. 
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Mail to: Director, Office of Civic Youth· 
Serving Agencies/ Scouting 

P.O. Box 860 
Nashville, Tennessee 37202-0860 
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ONLY $7.75 FOR 
2 GREAT GUIDES 

TO PRAYER 

'I -----------..1 , 

9'he adult Prayer Calendar (#2687; $6.50) contains names, birthdays and assignments of 
missionaries and other workers, and lists of mission projects and ministries. 

9'he 1999 Children's Prayer Calendar will encourage your children to pray and 
Youth· be prayed for as they write to missionary children. 
g (Order individually #2766@$1.25; or order a set of 5 #2764@$5) 
860 

To order call Service Center at 1-800-305-9857. Visa and MasterCard accepted. 
General Board of Global Ministries • The United Methodist Church 
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