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EDITOR'S COLUMN: A VIEW OF THE BRIDGE 

New World Outlook began the New Year with new offices. Our displacement 
while our work space was enlarged was brief and relatively painless. 

Not so the displacement of refugees and other uprooted peoples around 
the world. Floods, famines, civil strife, and economic desperation have 
made millions homeless. Refugees and migrants have been forced onto the 
roads, over the rivers, and into camps and countryside seeking food and 
shelter, safety and stability-and, where they find it, work. They have been 
forcibly disconnected from their homes and, often, from their homelands. 

As Christians, we cannot afford to be disconnected from them. Yet, faced 
with their plight, far too many of us remain indifferent. Our new laws have 
made it more difficult than ever for immigrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers to find freedom and security in the United States. 

This mission-study issue is about the need for connections. Out the win
dow of my new office, I see both the New York and the New Jersey ends of 
the George Washington Bridge. But in place of its horizontal span, I see a 
vertical connector: the tower of Riverside Church across the street. 

In truth, Christ's church is the connector. It reminds us to reach beyond 
ourselves, teaching us that we are responsible for all God's children. 

In this issue, Denise Stovall writes of how a United Methodist laywoman 
in the United States successfully adopted a Rwandan child. There is a story 
behind that story. The program of Volunteers for Africa, sponsored by the 
General Board of Global Ministries, provided a connection that took veter
an educator Mil Dred Johnson to the Bukavu refugee camp in what was 
then .zaire (now Congo). There she met Selemani, a bright, multilingual 
child, who told her: "I want to be your boy." Returning home to Dallas, Mil 
Dred confided in her pastor, the Rev. L. Charles Stovall, and his wife
Denise herself. Denise, a corporate communication director for The United 
Methodist Reporter, encouraged Mil Dred to write a letter of appeal to 
Bishop Onema Fama of Zaire. At General Conference, Denise enlisted the 
aid of Bishop Felton E. May, who delivered the letter to his colleague. 
Bishop Onema read it on the dais, came down with it in hand, and said: "I 
will do this." Within a few months, all the red tape had been cut. 

The United Methodist connectional system works-even without the 
intervention of bishops. There are regular, ongoing agencies and programs 
that connect United Methodists with their worldwide neighbors. One uch 
link is the United Methodist Committee on Relief. In thi issue, Dr. 
Randolph Nugent recalls UMCOR's We-sustaining work in Congo and in 
Bosnia. UMCOR also keeps before us the concerns of refugees and other 
immigrants in the United States. As our laws strip immigrants of ci il 
rights, Lilia Fernandez reminds us that "a democracy can endure only 

'~l'llf!n the .individual rights of all its people are protected." 
i\a~k enabling link is the Advance for Christ and His Church. Our spe

•l*IOld section spotlights the Rio Grande Conference, the church's 
fmt\ill:t-language conference, situated in a region where the Hispanic 

is burgeoning. By contributing to this conference through the 
Uniled Methodists can enable their Hispanic neighbors to carry 

Snini&try. Can we overcome the barriers that disconnect us in order 
1~111111\t elftbrace and fully hmd these Rio Grande pastors and program ? 
~-~the whoJe chun:h answer. ''I will do this." We are the bridge. 

-Alma Graham, Edi tor 
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"It has been difficul t to convince a 
lot of people I've met about what is 
really going on in Africa- as in 
other parts of the world- because 
the situation is so different from 
the daily reality here in the United 
States. In Cameroon, democracy is 
just a name; there is no freedom of 
speech," says Jules Bou jek e, 
explaining why he fled his native 
Cameroon in 1993. 

Boujeke was studying in an elec
trical engineering program at the 
University of Yaounde w hen h e 
and 30 other students were target
ed for their criticism of govern
ment policies. Their rooms were 
searched and their families were 
questioned. Eventually realizing 
they were at risk if they remained 
in Cameroon any longer, the stu
dents made one of the most diffi
cult decisions imaginable-to leave 
home and family behind. They left 
everyone they knew and escaped 
into Burkina Faso, but their wel
come there was short-lived. "We 
were still active in our criticism of 
the Cameroon government," 
Boujeke reports . "We were afraid 
that we would be sen t b ack to 
Cameroon by the Burkina Faso 
authorities. So we decided to split 
up, leaving Burkina Faso in 1995 
for different countries." 
After the flight from Burkina Faso, 

Boujeke and three others wound 

up in Senegal. There, an Amnesty 
International representative helped 
them get their cases reviewed for 
rese ttlement throu gh the United 
Nations H igh Commissioner for 
Refugees. Boujeke's case was even
tually p rep ared b y the Joint 
Voluntary Agency (JVA), which is 
administered by the Church World 
Service Immigration and Refugee 
Program and which identifies and 
p rocesses African refu gees fo r 
resettlement in the United States. 
The JVA is b ased in N airobi, 

Top: Th e Indian state of Assam ha s 
received many refugees from Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. A bove: Rwandan refugee 
in Benaco Camp, Tanzania. 

Kenya, and helps refugees in sub
Saharan Africa naviga te the com
plex p rocessing system that must 
be passed through for resettlement 
in the United States. 

Nine months later, Jules Boujeke 
a rr ived in the United States 
through the Church World Service 
Immigra tion and Refugee 
Program-of which the United 
Methodis t Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) is a participating part
ner. The Jesse Lee Memorial United 
Methodist Church of Ridgefield, 
Connecticut, welcomed him and 
p rov ided the h e lp and ca re h e 
need ed to get on his fee t. "They 
h ave h elped m e so much ," h e 
reports. "They have been wonder
ful. Most of my friends are in the 
church." Meanwhile, Boujeke often 
laments the unfor tunate si tuation 
and uncertain fu ture of 12 of his 
s tudent co lleagu es w h o fl ed 
Cameroon w ith h im 5 years ago . 
They are still in Africa- along with 
thousands of other refugees who 
face the uncertainties of having no 
country to call home. 

This very day, men, women, and 
ch ildren aro u n d the world are 
making the agonizing decision to 
abandon their roots-family, home, 
friends, culture, livelihoods, and 
security-because they are con
vi nced tha t leaving is their only 
h ope for su rvival. Some, like 
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Boujeke, are escaping persecution 
and violence visited on them 
because of their race, religious 
beliefs, political ideas, or ethnic 
backgrounds. Some flee political 
terror or rampant armed violence. 
Others flee when floods, droughts, 
hurricanes, or famines strike. Still 
others abandon their homes 
because of disasters caused by 
human beings, such as environ
mental destruction from mineral 
exploitation or toxic pollutants. All 
are victims. Unwillingly and often 
violently uprooted, they do not set 
out on the road to exile lightly. It is 
a road of extreme hardship that 
leads to an uncertain future. 

There has been a drama tic 
upward surge in the numbers of 
uprooted people in the world since 
the end of the Cold War. In 
response, the World Council of 
Churches in 1995 unanimously 
adopted a comprehensive state
ment ,on uprooted people . 
Focusing the concern of member 
churches worldwide on the plight 
of refugees, internally displaced 
persons, and migrants, the state
ment identified the multiple caus
es for uprooting and the suffering 
involved in leaving one's home
land and roots. Churches were 
challenged to be actively involved 
in addressing the issues of dis
placement and in meeting the 
needs of the displaced. To encour
age new and tangible actions, the 
World Council of Churches desig
nated 1997 as the "Ecumenical 
Year of Churches in Solidarity 
With the Uprooted ." From 
Australia to Zimbabwe, churches 
on each continent have observed 
this special ecumenical year in a 
variety of ways and have reaf
firmed the role of churches in 
assisting and protecting the 
uprooted through national and 
local ministries. 

Churches in the United States 
have historically led the way in A refugee from Rwanda arrives in Ruzo, Muyinga Province, Bumndi. 
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A Liberian refugee in Cote d'Ivoire learns a new skill in a training course. 

refugee resettlement. For refugees 
such as Jules Boujeke, who can nei
ther return to their own countries 
nor afel y r main in their first 
country of a ylum, re ettlement in 
a third country may be the only 
solution. Since 1946, thousands of 
churches like the Jesse Lee 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church-in cooperation with the 
Church World Service Immigration 
and Refugee Program and denomi
national agencies like UMCOR
have sponsored more than 400,000 
refugees for resettlement in the 
United States. Through practical 
assistance, friendship, and concern, 

An Italian soldier checks for landmines in 
Praca, Bosnia. 

these churches have made possible 
a new life for these newcomers. 

Only a fraction of the world's 
refugees are resettled in developed 
countries. But millions of other 
refugees worldwide receive food, 
shelter, and health care though 
relief programs (largely carried out 
by the UN system and by non
governmental organizations) that 
channel resources from the devel
oped world to scores of countries 
to which refugees have fled . For 
example, during the war in Bosnia, 
churches in the United States put 
together school kits for war victims 
and refugees in that shattered 
country. In Kenya, a hospital in the 
Kakuma refugee camp was resup
plied with new equipment and 
medicines to provide health care 
for some 40,000 Sudanese fleeing a 
14-year-old war that has claimed 
the lives of 1.3 million other 
Sudanese. Both the south and 
north of Sudan have been plagued 
by a cycle of displacement and 
malnourishment among the civil
ian population. 

In situations where conditions 
that originally caused a refugee's 
flight or displacement have been 
corrected, voluntary repatriation is 
the best solution. Perhaps a war or 
violent civil conflict has ended. 
Perhaps a foreign power has with
drawn, human-rights abuses or 
ethnic tensions have abated, or a 
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long drought or famine has finally 
broken. More than ever before, sig
nificant numbers of refugees are 
indeed choosing to return home as 
conditions change . Going home 
voluntarily, refugees can return to 
their roots and reestablish their cul
tural and ethnic bonds. 

One of the brighter develop
ments on the African continent was 
the return of some 1. 7 million 
Mozambicans to their homeland in 
1994 and 1995 at the conclusion of 
16 years of civil strife and conflict. 
Together with their compatriots, 
they faced the daunting challenge 
of rebuilding the destroyed infra
structure and reviving the devas
tated economy. Mozambique is a 
country twice the size of California 
with only 16 million inhabitants. 

Here again, churches were able to 
offer significan t help . Gaspar 
Cuambe, the director of the 
Repatriation, Resettlement, and 
Rehabilitation (RRR) program in 
Mozambique, urged the ecumeni
cal network to support the return 
and reintegration of those coming 
home by helping to "Promote the 
Peace" through cooperative efforts. 

Refugees from Zimbabwe construct a s/1elte1 
in Botswana, D11kwe Refugee Settle111ent. 
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US churches responded by con
tributing to the RRR program and 
supporting a landmine-awareness 
campaign in remote districts. 
There, landmines continue to pose 
a deadly risk-to women and chil
dren in particular. 

Christians and their churches are 
challenged by the Gospel to 
respond to the needs of millions of 
refugees, displaced persons, and 
returnees by extending hospitality 
and working for justice, peace, and 
reconciliation. Each Christian is 
further challenged to find ways in 
which to "feed the hungry, wel
come the stranger, clothe the 
naked, and help the sick." The 
opportunities are vast. So also are 
the opportunities for us all to be 
peacemakers, working and praying 
to prevent or bring to an end the 
conflicts and prejudices that send 
many millions into exile every year. 

In 1996, Church World Service 
markeq its fiftieth anniversary with 
the theme of "50 Years of Help and 
Hope." The occasion was celebrat
ed in Chicago on November 13, 
1996, with a challenging keynote 
address by the Most Reverend 

Victims of Hurricane Joan receive roofing materials from the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Bluefields, Nicaragua. 

Desmond M . Tutu, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Cape Town, South 
Africa, . and Nobel Laureate. 
Archbishop Tutu has long been rec
ognized for his solidarity with the 
uprooted. For many years, he pro
vided the inspired leadership of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches' 
service to African refugees. For the 
archbishop, there i no dodging the 
Christian's responsibility in God's 
work of reconciliation in the 
world-a moral charge with pro
found implications for our 
response to the uprooted around 
the globe. "Let us work to be peace
makers, those given a wonderful 
share in our Lord's ministry of rec
onciliation," Archbishop Tutu says. 
"If we want peace, so we have been 
told, let us work for justice." 0 

William Sage is the Coordinator for 
International Programs for the Church 
World Service Immigration and 
Refugee Program in New York City. 

For more information regarding 
refugee resettlement in the 
United States, contact: 

Lilia Fernaridez 
GBGM-UMCOR 
475 Riverside Dr., Room 330 
New York, NY 10115 

For more on refugees, see 
New World Outlook, 
March-April 1997. 

A young Liberian in n refugee camp in 
Danane, Cate d'Ivoire. 
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How the New Immigration 

~!~an!fferts You! 

Refugees from Chad line up in western Sudan for medical care provided by the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) at Asernei settlement near El Geneina, Sudan. 

The Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
(IIRIRA) was enacted by the US 
Congress on September 30, 1996. 

For American citizens who lack 
memories, stories, or records of 
their families' arrival in the United 
States, it is difficult to imagine 
what this law means for new 

immigrants. These newcomers are 
the current exemplars of the 
American dream. They struggle, as 
former generations of immigrants 
did, to provide for their families 
and support their new communi
ties. But, instead of a neighborly 
welcome and fair treatment, they 
are faced with the following major 
provisions of IIRIRA. 

Expedited Removal-The law sets 
up procedures for the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS) to 
perform on-the-spot assessments of 
people seeking admission to the 
United States. Those immigrants 
assessed as ineligible for admission 
are denied the right to appeal to a 
court outside the INS. Thus the 
federal courts have been stripped 
of their power to review decisions 
of the INS. 

Aggravated Felonies-IIRIRA 
adds new offenses, retroactively 
applied- including some crimes 
of "moral turpitude" that would be 
considered misdemeanors-to the 
list of aggravated felonies for 
which the penalty is deportation 
with no appeal. 

Bars to Admissibility-People 
who are unlawfully present in the 
United States for more than 180 
days but less than a year and who 
depart voluntarily are barred from 
reentering the United States for 3 
years. People unlawfully present 
for one year or more are barred 
from reentry for 10 years. 

Increased Demands on Family 
Sponsors-The law makes affi
davits of support legally binding 
and requires a sponsor to ha e an 
income amoun~ a least 125 
percent of the pew Ct'he: 
poverty level for · 
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Impact on Individuals 
For the past year, stories have been 
published that r veal the impact of 
the new law on individual . Each 
of these s tories may reflect the 
plight of hw1dreds of others in sim
ilar circum tances. Some of the 
harsher, more W1Charitable aspects 
of the law have had a devastating 
effect on hardworking, law-abiding 
immigrants who have paid US 
taxes for many years. Other provi
sions call into question America's 
image as a nation that raises the 
lai:np of liberty for those fleeing 
persecution and oppression. 

In September 1997, The New York 
Times reported on the case of an 
Albanian woman who fled to the 
United States in May after being 
gang-raped in retaliation for her 
husband's refusal to fight for the 
Albanian government. (Her hus
band had already fled for his own 
safety.) Four days after the rape, 
using a false passport bought by 
her brother-in-law, she flew to 
Boston. At the Boston airport, she 
was taken into custody and trans
ferred to a detention center in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. There, 
though the woman was inter
viewed by a female asylum officer, 
the interview was conducted 
through a male translator who was 
Albanian. Because of his presence, 
the victim was too embarrassed to 

The Haitian woman (below) and children (above) wait as the United States decides 
whether or not to grant Haitian asylum-seekers a special exemption from deportation. 

discuss the rape-the central ele
ment of her persecution-so she 
was deported to Albania . There, 
even though she is a victim, she is 
considered a disgrace to her family 
and remains in danger of political 
persecution. Fortlli1ately, an electri
cian outside the airport in Tirana 
came to her rescue and she now 
lives temporarily with his family. 
She is seeing a psychiatrist with 
expertise in treating rape victims. 

What could have been (and still 
could be) a tragic return for this 
woman is the result of the new 
expedited removal process created 
by IIRIRA. In this process, people 
entering the country with no docu
ments or fraudulent documents 
can be deported immediately 
unless they express a desire to seek 
asylum and can prove a "credible 
fear" of persecution. They must 
convince an asylum officer that 
their fear is "credible" in an inter
view that takes place within 48 
hours-during which time they are 
held in detention. Only if the asy-
1 um officer is convinced will the 
refugee be entitled to a full hearing. 
Unless those who are denied asy
lum request an administrative 
review of the paperwork they've 
presented, they will be deported. 

Many as ylum seekers have 
passed through the initial set of 
interviews and have been released 
to apply for political asylum-with 
a one-year time limit to do so. But 
it is not known how many legiti
mate cases have been turned away. 
The case of the Albanian rape vic
tim points up the flaws in the sys
tem. Denial of legal counsel and 
support in the initial interview 
means that a vulnerable person is 
left to face an alien immigration 
system alone and may fail to men
tion the points that a lawyer would 
ensure were not overlooked. The 
process is geared to "expedite the 
removal" of people who do not 
have a credible fear of persecution. 
But a traumatized asylum appli
cant who does have a credible fear 
needs time to gain the composure 
and confidence necessary to pre
sent her or his case. 

Nowhere in the process is there 
opportunity for judicial appeal and 
review. Thus asylum officers who 
conduct interviews to determine 
"credible fear " a re making final 
determinations. 

Another New York Times report by 
Anthony Lewis told the story of 
Meng Li, an executive with a real
estate-development company in 
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These displaced Bosnians had to flee to a 
collective center in Zenica, Bosnia. 

Beijing, China. Traveling on a busi
ness visa issued by the US embassy 
in Beijing, she was heading for 
New York to buy plumbing fix
tures. However, upon landing in 
the United States at Anchorage, 
Alaska, she was detained by an 
INS officer for using documents 
that he considered fraudulent. 
Because of language difficulties, 
the officer assumed that Li was 
seeking political asylum. As a 
result, she was strip-searched, 
handcuffed, jailed, and informed 
that she was barred from entry into 
the United States for 5 years. Li 
was never told what was "fraudu
lent" about her attempt to be 
admitted on business. 

After Li spent two weeks in jail, 
an Anchorage Daily News reporter 
interviewed her. Li wept in humili
ation over her treatment. She 
lacked basic necessities, such as toi
let articles, and her luggage had 
been seized, including $32,000 for 
purchasing the plumbing fixtures. 
She was able to obtain a lawyer 
who got a court order to let her use 
some of her money to buy personal 
necessities. 

Finally, after a month in jail, 
Meng Li was released to fly home. 
Leaving, she told the Anchorage 

Daily News that she would take her 
future business somewhere else. 

The INS's treatment of Meng Li 
was inappropriate and inhumane, 
though possibly the result of igno
rance. She was denied due process 
and a fair hearing. 

Retroactive Offenses 
To a lengthened list of "aggravated 
felonies" for which an immigrant's 
penalty is deportation and a life
time ban on readmission, IIRIRA 
added crimes of "moral turpitude," 
including misdemeanors. Initially, 
when it was first introduced in the 
Anti-Drug-Abuse Act of 1988, the 
category of criminal offenses was 
limited to serious crimes, such as 
murder, drug trafficking, and 
firearms trafficking. Last year, 
IIRIRA added theft and burglary 
offenses for which a minimum sen
tence of one year's imprisonment 
was imposed, even if suspended. 
Thus immigrants applying for per
manent residency and legal resi
dents returning to the United 
States or applying for citizenship 
can face deportation for a minor 
crime committed years ago-and 
so can be twice penalized. 

For immigrants who may have 
had a youthful brush with the law 
for which they paid the penalty 
and moved on, applications for 
permanent-resident status can sud
denly become a nightmare. A man 
may learn that the crime for which 
he received a suspended sentence 
years ago has now become an 
"aggravated felony" or crime of 
"moral turpitude"-an offense for 
which, under the new law, he will 
be deported. The law will return 
him to his "homeland," where he 
may have no close relatives, no 
hope for employment, and no flu
ency in the language. The INS 
claims it does not have discre
tionary judgment under the new 
law to consider circumstances and 
make exceptions. 

When a Sudanese refugee got 
involved in a braw l in Colorado, 
he received a suspended sentence 
for punching a police officer in the 
fray. The new law requires that he 
be returned to Sudan, where 
appalling human-rights abuses 
forced him to flee in the first place 
and earned him refugee status in 
the United States. Returning him to 
face possible death or other harsh 
retribution is out of all proportion 
to his "aggravated felony" convic
tion. The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees has 
spoken out regarding the lack of 
balance imposed by the new law. 

Not Admitted 
Prior to IIRIRA, any person who 
crossed a border into the United 
States was considered to be mak
ing an entry and was entitled to 
the protection afforded by due 
process of law. Under the new law, 
"entry" is replaced with "admis
sion," which refers only to lawful 
admission-acquired only when 
an immigration office has inspect
ed the person and authorized the 
admission. Persons considered as 
"not admitted" lack the protection 
of due process. 

Thus, undocumented persons
even if they have become produc
tive, taxpaying members of their 
communities-are now deemed 
"not admitted." IIRIRA also set up 
bars to admissibility. Persons 
unlawfully present after April 1, 
1997, for more than 6 months but 
less than a year face a 3-year bar to 
admission if they leave the country 
and face a 10-year bar if they are 
unlawfully present for a year or 
more after that date. 
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am date on which a key pi ce of 
the Immigration ationality Act
Section 245(i)-was set to expire. 

ection 245(i) allowed individu
als in the United States who quali
fied for an immigrant visa
because they were sponsored by a 
do e relative or by an employer
to complete the final stage of their 
visa application without leaving 
the country. Pa ying a p enalty of 
$1000 spared them the disruption 
of having to travel back to their 
original country to obtain a visa 
through a US consulate there. 

Last August, a poss ible half 
million " unlawfu lly present" 
immigrants who had applied or 
were eligib le to app ly for visas 
faced the dilemma of whether to 
leave the Uni ted States b efore 
September 30 and avoid the 3-year 
bar or whether to stay and hope for 
the ex tension of Section 245(i) , 
which was by no means assured. 

The New York Times reported on 
the experience of Angelica Struba, 
a German immigrant still waiting 
for the visa to become current that 
her mother had filed for her. (Each 

applicant must wait for her or his 
number to come up, according to 
the total number of visas available 
for that ca tegory.) Struba decided 
to leave ra ther than be subjected to 
the 3-year b ar to reentry. Thi s 
meant leaving her 11-year-old son,· 
Anthony (an American citizen) 
with her mother, giving up her job 
as a dance teacher, and returning to 
Germany, where she had not lived 
for 13 years. 

On November 14, 1997, Congress 
did extend Section 245(i) for people 
present in the United States who 
would have applied for a perma
nent-resident visa by January 14, 
1998. This provided relief for thou
sands of immigrants who had 
risked staying in undocumented 
status. Those applying for an 
immigrant visa in the United States 
after January 14, 1998, must return 
to their home countries to pick up 
their visas and then will be subject 
to the 3- or 10-year bar to admis
sion. Those applicants who chose 
the more prudent course and left 
the country before September 30, 
1997, must now wait until their 
visa numbers become current, 
meanwhile remaining separated 
from their families and jobs. 

Changing Rules on Asylum 
The difficulty of making the stay
or-go decision plagued immigrants 
last summer and fall. In addition to 
anxiety over 245(i), IIRlRA's new 
"suspension of removal" rule 
caused anguish for Salvadoran, 
Guatemalan, Haitian, Nicaraguan, 
and some Cuban asylum-seekers. 
Rights to fair asylum consideration 
for these refugee groups had been 
strenuously supported by church 
and solidarity organizations for 
many years. Many of these 
refugees had been a llowed to 
remain in the United States under 
various forms of temporary status. 

Most had expected to be able to 
j\J&t their status under the old 
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"suspension of deportation" proce
dure, for which they would have 
been eligible after 7 years in the 
Uni ted States. IIRIRA, however, 
replaced this with a new "suspen
sion of removal" rule so rigorous 
that it was unlikely most Central 
Americans would qualify. 

Given the strong reaction, partic
ularly in Florida and Texas, to this 
switching of the rules on a long
term immigrant population, the US 
Congress responded to public out
rage last fall and exempted certain 
refugee and immigrant groups 
from the harsh new deportation 
rules. Congress granted amnesty to 
as many as 500 Cubans and 
150,000 Nicaraguans who had been 
in the United States in a quasi-legal 
status before December 31, 1995. 
And it allowed about 200,000 
Salvadorans and about 50,000 
Guatemalans who had been in the 
United States since 1990 or 1991 
access to permanent status through 
the more lenient "suspension of 
deportation" rules that applied 
before the passage of IIRIRA. 
Immigrants from Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet republics 
who sought US asylum before 
December 1991, were also included 
in the exemption. However, 14,000 

Haitian refugees were not included 
and are unlikely to meet the new 
law's requirements for relief from 
deportation. The INS indicated that 
it would not seek to deport 
Haitians for 6 months while 
Congress considered an exemption. 

Undermining Human Rights 
The United States and Mexico-

two friendly nations-share a long 
border. IIRIRA will add 1000 new 
enforcement officers to the border 
patrol each year for the next 5 
years. Abuses of brown-skinned, 
Spanish-speaking people occur 
daily, as armed agents decide 
whether or not they are "illegals" 
and treat them with scant respect 
and sometimes with brutality. 

In New Jersey, the state's 17 
Roman Catholic bishops protested 
the inhumane crackdown on immi
grants in 1997-879 people were 
deported in the 12 months before 
September 30, 1997, compared to 
174 the year before. Some mothers 
were separated from their children 
and detained far from their homes. 
"The vigor with which the law is 
being enforced," said the bishops' 
spokesperson, "seems to be super
seding the bounds of human rights 
and human dignity." 

Young people seeking asylum in the Russian Federation attend a school in Moscow 
sponsored by Equilibre, a French nongovernmental organization. 
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Much of the new legislation 
undermines the very human rights 
that the United States publicly 
avows to protect. Denial of judicial 
review by the new law is not just 
an attack on the rights of immi
grants but also an attack on the 
courts themselves. Its significance 
extends far beyond the immigra
tion field . This provision is an 
attempt to prohibit the courts of 
the United States from safeguard
ing the individual rights and civil 
liberties guaranteed by the US 
Constitution. 

The aspect of the US Constitution 
that makes the government of the 
United States different from 
authoritarian governments is the 
separation of powers that makes 
our basic law enforceable. Under 
our Constitution, the judicial 
branch of government has the 
power to force the legislative and 
executive branches to comply with 
the law. The new immigration law's 
elimination of the right of federal
court appeal and review should be 
of grave concern to all Americans
n o t just to immigrants and 
refugees. A democracy can endure 
only when the individual rights of 
all its people are protected. As 
Simon Wiesenthal wrote: "Freedom 
is not a gift from heaven. One must 
fight for it every day." D 

Lilia Fernandez is Executive Secretary 
for Refugee Ministries for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) at the General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

A comprehensive booklet, The 
Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996, is available from: 
Lilia Fernandez 
GBGM-UMCOR 
475 Riverside Dr., Room 330 
New York, NY 10115 
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Mobilizing for Mission 

[Excerpts from Dr. Nugent's 10/20/97 
address, "Miss ion Refl ection and 
Mission Action."] 

Both the greatness and the grace of 
God beckon us to recognize this as 
a time when a great mission move
ment is possible. All it requires is 
our placing ourselves as willing 
partners in God's great mission 
under God's grace-filled direction. 
Nothing less is required of us than 
the enabling that assists in the 
mobilization of the whole church 
for mission. 

Although our world seems to 
have come through a prolonged 
period of apparent peace, we are 
also living in a time when a new 
barbarism is emerging in widening 
swaths across the planet. This bar
barism blinds the world to the 
unity to which Christ calls us and 
to the unity that is the birthright of 
humankind and the environment. 

We are living in a world in which 
understanding, caring, and con
cern for others have begun to dis
integrate. It is a world in which 
conflicts are no longer global but 
local and prolonged and senseless. 
Neighbors are set against neigh
bors, and murderers are the mir
ror-image of their victims. Even 
the language of description defies 
semantic sense, as killings of large 
numbers of defenseless people in 
bloodbaths are called "e thnic 
cleansing." 

Relief for Refugees 
The program in Bosnia of the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) was initiated as a 
mission response to the massive 
human dislocation that resulted 

by Randolph Nugent 

from ethnic cleansing in the Balkan 
region. UMCOR also responded to 
the veritable human flood of per
sons seeking refuge in Congo [the 
former Zaire] as a result of the con
flicts in Rwanda and Burundi. 

Surely you remember the nightly 
television pictures and the daily 
newspaper stories, accompanied 
by vivid photographs of victims of 
violence without homes or shelter 
or food . Such scenes stirred our 
consciences, s timulated our con
sciousness, and fired our commit
ment to the sacred gift of human 
life. The human need in Bosnia, in 
Congo, and later in Rwanda was 
so great that programs of response 
by the international community 
had to be designed rapidly. 

It was into these unstable situa
tions that UMCOR stepped, har
nessing its resources and moving 
into action immediately-just as it 
has always responded to emer
gency situations around the world. 
The scope of the relief efforts to be 
undertaken and the short span of 
time in which the response had to 
be made were new experiences for 
UMCOR. But UMCOR responded 
with healing care, medicines, food 
commodities, and housing. 

The lives saved and the hopes 
lifted are now a matter of record. 

Serving the Stranger 
The world has become so focused 
upon establishing the worth of 
human beings only by their mone
tary value that the biblical concept 
of grace has no place in the world's 
reckoning. It is a world so steeped, 
stained, and saturated in sin that it 
neither perceives nor cares about its 
fallenness. Where is the understand
ing that Jesus is the full sufficient 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world? It is to just such a witness as 
this that the whole church must be 
mobilized in mission. 

In his new book, Money: Who Has 
How Much and Why, political sci
ence professor Andrew Hacker 
writes: "How a nation allocates its 
resources tells us how it wishes to 
be judged in the ledgers of history 
and morality .... Severe disparities
excess alongside deprivation-will 
sunder the society and subvert 
common aims." 

There are other ways of perceiv
ing the same reality. Writing in the 
publication Hospitality some time 
ago, Jim Beaty offered this percep
tion and analysis: "God has given 
us a spiritual litmus: it's our broth
ers who have nothing. I know a 
bridge dweller who gave his blan
kets to some of his buddies on the 
coldest night of the year. Imagine if 
the well-heeled in the corporate 
and religious communities were to 
share all they have. Why everyone 
would thrive with plenty to 
spare! ... [Serving] the stranger in 
our midst ma y be the sav ing 
opportunity for a far too opulent, 
over-fed land." 0 
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T he United States has spent mil
lion s of dollars building walls 
along its southwestern border to 
block off a rising tide of immi
grants from Central America . Yet 
for tens of thousands of undocu
mented migrants w ho each year 
make the trek north, the first hur
dle they must clear lies 600 miles 
farther south . There, the muddy 
Suchiate River forms part of the 
border b etw een Guatemala and 
Mexico. Crossing the Suchiate and 
beginning the journey north 
through Mexico is the hardest part 
for most migrants. Indeed, they call 
it "crossing the beast." 

The trip begins in Tecun Uman, a 
sweltering Guatemalan town on 
the banks of the Suchiate River. 
"Through here passes all of Latin 
America on its way north," says a 
woman selling soft drinks and beer 
a t the river ' s ed ge . She is just 
ups tream from the international 
bridge that connects Tecun Uman 
to Ciudad Hidalgo, a smaller town 
on the Mexica n side . "Even the 
Chinese come through here," she 
says. 

While pr ss coverage in the 
United States has often focu ed on 
the mistreatment of undocumented 
migrant by US law-enforcement 
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officia ls, many northbound 
migrants are more worried about 
how they'll be treated in Mexico. 
According to the Re . Ademar 
Barilli, a Brazilian priest who run 
a sh elter for migrants in Tecun 
Uman, 90 percent of northbound 
immigrants are robbed, beaten, or 
otherwise abused while trying to 
pass through Mexico. 

Smuggling People 
Th ab use comes from band of 
cr iminals who prey on the 
migrants, many of whom arri e in 
Tecun Uman wi th thou and of 
dollars in life aving . The pa 
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this money to smugglers-known 
as polleros-for help in making it 
through Mexico to the United 
States. As traveling north has 
grown more difficult, the price 
demanded by polleros has inflated. 
Today, the smugglers' charge aver
ages more than $2500 for a trip 
from south of the Suchiate to north 
of the Rio Grande. 

That' economy class compared 
to other migrant journeys. Jerry 
Stuchiner, a top-ranking agent of 
the United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS), 
pleaded guilty in 1996 to migrant 
smuggling and was sentenced to 40 
months in prison. Stuchiner was 
captured in Hong Kong with five 
forged Honduran passports he was 
about to deliver to Chinese nation
als. These Chinese had paid 
$50,000 each to enter the United 
States through Central America. 

The Geneva-based International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) 
reports that migrant trafficking is 
today a $7-billion-a-year business 
worldwide. A 1994 UN report esti
mated that the profits amount to as 
much as $3.5 billion per year. 

Migrant trafficking-which 
includes the transporting of 
women to work as prostitutes in 
other countries-is generally a low
risk business. Few countries have 
laws against smuggling people . 
Given the easy money to be made, 
the IOM reports that many orga
nized crime syndicates-including 
international drug cartels and arms 
smugglers-"have expanded their 
portfolio to include the trafficking 
of migrants." The globalization of 
crime now encompasses the smug
gling of people for a price. 

Many of the polleros who operate 
out of Tecun Uman, however, don't 
keep their part of the bargain. 
Instead, they dump their human 
cargo somewhere inside Mexico, 
leaving the migrants at the mercy 
of thieves and Mexican police. 

Eden Romero has crossed the 
Suchiate River three times and yet 
he has never made it successfully 
to the United States. Last year, the 
21-year-old Honduran was among 
a group of eight travelers who 
were abandoned by their pollero 
near Mexico City. The immigration 
police quickly showed up . "They 
stole all our money, beat one 
woman in the group, and, when I 
started protesting that they were 
violating our rights, they shot me," 
says Romero, showing the scar on 
his side. "Some of those guys are 
real savages." 

Manuel de Jesus Rivera tried the 
journey without a pollero. The 22-
year-old Salvadoran worked hard 
for more than two years and saved 
up $1000. Then he set out for Los 
Angeles, where friends had 
assured him he could get a decent
paying job. Yet he never made it 
across "the beast." 

"These federal police grabbed a 
group of us off a train," Rivera 
reports. "They made us take our 
clothes off. They found my money 
in my underwear and took it. Then 
they put us in jail for three days, 
with no clothes. They gave us no 
food or water. When I asked one of 
them if I could have some water, 
he told me that he wasn't my ser
vant." Rivera was finally deported 
back to Guatemala, where he was 
jailed for several hours by 
Guatemalan police who demanded 
their own payoff. When Rivera 
refused to pay, he was strip-

searched. When the police found 
nothing, they let him go. 

Migrant Abuse in Mexico 
Mexican officials long denied there 
was any problem in their treatmen~ 
of migrants . Yet, after the wide
spread broadcast in 1996 of a video 
showing two sheriff's deputies in 
California beating Mexican 
migrants, Mexican president 
Ernesto Zedillo revealed his per
sonal "nightmare": that someday 
someone would make a video 
showing how Mexican officials 
treated migrants . Zedillo claimed 
Mexico "had no moral authority" 
to challenge mistreatment of its cit
izens in the United States if 
Mexican authorities couldn't deter 
the human-rights violations being 
committed inside their own bor
ders. Towards this end, Zedillo 
helped establish the "Beta Force," a 
special police patrol designed to 
assure that migrants aren't abused 
in Mexico. Yet the squad only oper
ates near the borders and has had 
little impact on the overall mis
treatment of migrants. 

illegal migrants captured inside 
Mexico are bused to the sou them 
border and unceremoniously 
dumped across the river in Tecun 
Uman. "Mexico should deport all 
migrants to their own countries," 
argues Barilli. "But instead, they 
throw everyone across the river 
into Guatemala--even if some are 
from Bosnia. Almost all have been 
robbed, and they return here with 

Undocumented immigrants cross the Suchiate River from Guatemala to Mexico. 
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nothing. H ow are they supposed 
to return to th ir countries of ori
gin? The Guatemalan immigration 
officials don' t have papers to give 
them. No one even wants to give 
them a ride . So what happens? 
They stay here on the border. They 
end up stealing fruit to survive. 
They go sleep in the parks or hang 
out in the bar . All orts of prob
lems and violence result, often 
ending with the migrants being 
victimized by the police." 

An average of 350 migrants per 
day are currently deported by 
Mexico into Guatemala . That fig
ure h as more than quadrupled 
since 1988, when a secret deal 
between former presidents George 
Bush and Carlos Salinas effectively 
turned Mexico into a filter for 
third-country nationals that the 
United States didn' t want. The deal 
helped pave the way for approval 
of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) in the US 
Congress. NAFTA turned Tecun 
Uman into the funnel through 
which hopeful immigrants pour on 
their way north. 

Migrant Ministry 
Barilli came to Tecun Uman in 1995 
"to create a friendly space for 
migrants in a world where every
one wants a bribe, where everyone 
wants the migrants' money, where 
mos t people are out to deceive 
them, kick them, mistreat them." 
He spent seven years running a 
similar ministry with migrants in 
Tijuana . The mistreatment of 
migrants is much worse on 
Mexico's southern border, he says, 
than what he witnessed in north
west Mexico around Tijuana. 

Well known in Tecun Uman as 
" the priest of the migrants," Barilli 
says society must face the problem 
of immigration with honesty and 
creativity. "We don' t encourage 
immigration," he says , "but it 
exists, and we've got to deal with 

it. There are two ways to solve the 
problem. You can use repression, 
which doesn' t solve anything. The 
other option is to be a bit more 
human with the migrants, help 
them understand that perhaps 
their families need them more here 
than in the North . We help them 
understand the difficulties in the 
North, help them see reality more 
clearly-all so that they can make 
better decisions about where they 
want to go." 

Barilli runs a shelter on the banks 
of the Suchiate where deported 
migrants can sleep and eat for up 
to three days. They also get coun
seling from Barilli and his staff, 
which includes a team of human
rights workers who help abused 
migrants make complaints about 
their mistreatment. 

Most of the shelter 's staff are vol
unteers from churches in the area. 
This is an indication, according to 
Barilli, that attitudes are changing 
as a result of a church-sponsored 
educational program designed to 
help local residents understand the 
migrants ' plight. "When we first 

Oscar Van egas, 32, a Honduran, seeks to 
cross f rom Guatemala into Mexico. 
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started here, no one wanted to 
come near the shelter," says Barilli. 
"They were afraid of the migrants. 
They considered them animals, 
criminals. Now they've come face 
to face with these people. Now 
they realize that the migrants 
aren' t vagrants, causing problems 
and violence. They're simply 
workers, looking for a better life." 

Barilli argues that the church has 
a special calling to minister to 
immigrants. "The church began as 
a migrant community. The people 
of Israel, the people of God-they 
were a people who never had a 
physical home, who were always 
forced to wander, to migrate," 
Barilli says . "Yet it ' s hard to 
remind the church today of that 
history." 

Every day, Barilli listens to the 
tales of dozens of migrants. Not 
surprisingly, he has become a critic 
of how migrants are treated by 
governments, including that of the 
United States . "The US govern
ment spends millions of dollars on 
personnel and equipment to deal 
with the problem of illegal immi
gration. But none of that helps to 
build awareness in the migrants 
themselves," Barilli states. "If they 
sent us just some of that money to 
build . housing and put personnel 
to work building awareness 
among the migrants, we could 
achieve a lot. If someone talks to 
me in a friendly manner, I under
s tand better than if someone 
relates to me with violence. These 
people need human relationships. 
They' re tired of repression and 
psychological pressure. What they 
need is someone to listen to them." 

Barilli admits that lowing the 
migrant stream won' t be easy. "The 
repression in Central America 
these last 30 years ha left many 
people sad and afraid. They want 
to get away," the prie t ays. "Even 
though we explain all that can go 
wrong during the trip north, they 
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Ademar Barilli, a Catholic priest, works with migrants in Tecun Uman. The mural is at 
the Casa de Migrante (Home for Migrants), which he runs. 

continue to ask why they should 
stay here. Because of the unjust dis
tribution of land in Central 
America, they can work hard all 
their lives on a coffee plantation 
and still have nothing. So they 
often feel they've got more of a 
chance in life if they follow their 

dream to the North. They know 
that if they can get to where a rela
tive lives in the United States, they 
won't have to worry about where 
to sleep. We explain that the work 
there is hard, but they're not afraid 
to work hard. They do the hardest 
jobs around-the jobs no one else 

wants. They're good workers. The 
country that gets to keep them and 
benefit from their labor is gaining a 
great deal." 

The Dream Dies Hard 
Over bowls of chicken soup and 
shared tortillas at Barilli's shelter, 
the deported migrants discuss the 
myriad problems related to "cross
ing the beast." 

As a result, some decide to return 
home, though they have no money 
for bus fare and will leave Tecun 
Uman hitching a ride on the trucks 
that go south. "We all have the 
same goal-to arrive in the United 
States-but it ' s very hard right 
now," comments Romero. "It's bet
ter that I go home. You're nobody 
outside your own country." 

For others, the dream dies hard. 
Five times Pedro Antonio Rivas 
has tried to reach the United States, 
but he has never made it farther 
north than Mexico City. He says he 
has a cousin in Miami who "works 
hard and doesn't have any vices, so 
he sends a lot of money home." 
Rivas is confident that he could get 
work in Miami himself. Yet 
Mexican authorities have always 
stopped him. "They can somehow 
always tell when you're from 
Central America," he laments, 
"perhaps because of how you dress 
or because you get malnourished 
after a lot of walking, going around 
hungry." 

Rivas has a wife and a one-year
old daughter at home in El 
Salvador. He says that, because of 
them, he's going to attempt the 
journey north once again. 'Tm 
going to try a few more times," he 
says, staring at the muddy Suchiate 
River. "One of these times, I' ll 
make it. " 0 

Paul Jeffrei; is a United Methodist mis
sionary in Central America. He lives 
near Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
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I DREUI HEUIZED 
"Sometimes, when I think about it, 
I think it's a dream." Perhaps 
Jackson Duoa-until last year a 
Liberian refugee in Ghana and 
now a resident of Santa Rosa, 
California-has even more reason 
to say this than other refugees who 
come to the United States. 

Bf SUSAN WEHSAN 

Most refugees who enter legally 
come through the US Refugee 
Program. But Jackson Duoa, his 
wife Meama, and their seven chil
dren were like many Liberians 
who fled their country in the last 
several years. They were refugees 
by the United Nations' definition 
because they had a "well-founded 
fear of persecution" if they were to 
return home. But, with no close rel
atives living in the United States, 
they were ineligible for the US 
Refugee Program. 

The Duoa family arrives at the airport in Santa Rosa after 24 hours of travel. 

18 

Jackson and Meama were from a 
Liberian tribe opposed to the rebel 
force led by Charles Taylor, now 
president of Liberia. They had to 
escape Liberia to save their lives. 
Jackson was associated with the 
former government of Samuel 
Doe. He was held captive by the 
rebels, threatened, and beaten 
before he managed to escape to 
neighboring Cote d'Ivoire. There 
he found medical help and was 
reunited with his family. Then the 
Duoas-still missing one child
headed toward Ghana and the 
refugee camp of Buduburam out
side Accra. 

In 1996, Meama applied for one 
of the much-sought-after "lottery 
visas." The US Diversity Visa 
Program determines by lottery 
50,000 visa winners from among 
many hundreds of thousands of 

entrants from "underrepresented" 
parts of the world. Amazingly, the 
Duoa family won a visa. But, after 
the first excitement, they realized 
that winning this prize meant 
nothing unless they had a sponsor 
who would provide airline tickets 
and support for them when they 
arrived in the United States. 
Otherwise the family would be 
unable to accept its visa. 

The chances of finding a sponsor 
were slim. The staff of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) works hard to secure 
church sponsors for the refugees 
assigned to the unit for resettle
ment. These are refugees who 
come through the US Refugee 
Program. They receive an initial 
placement grant, services, referrals, 
and low-cost travel loans. What 
sponsor could be expected to pro
vide the extensive resources that 
would be needed by this family of 
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nine who were not eligible for the 
usual refugee assistance? 

The Duoas sent out over 150 
letters appealing to individuals 
and organizations for sponsorship, 
without any success. Then, in 
September 1996, Kelly Morford, a 
recent graduate of the University 
of Ghana, visited Buduburam with 
a Liberian college friend who intro
duced her to the Duoas. Kelly was 
impressed with the family-their 
deep faith and their determination 
to work hard and repay whatever 
might be offered them if their 
hopes were realized. She called her 
parents in Santa Rosa to tell them 
about the family and their need. 
Kelly's concern and enthusia m 
were such that her parent , 
Ormond and Jeannie Morford , 
agreed to help . The Duoa were 
just two weeks from the deadline 
by which they had to how that 
they had the r ource required. 



Tht• Morfords respectl'd thl•ir 
daughtcr's judgmt•nt but, not sur
pri:ingl_, bcg.m to worry .1bout the 

tent of the commitment thl'\' had 
madc. rmond Morford e plains 
that, whilt• dt•.1ling with this an i
ty, "l .1skt>d .od to tdl me what to 

do, and 1 got ,1 powerful message 
that it would work out." 

Whilc thc Morfords made a 
major financi,11 contribution, thl'Y 
1 o invited relati\'es, oworkers, 

m mbcrs of their church-the First 
United Methodist Church of anta 
Rosa-and other hurches to raise 
th 16,000 nceded to bring the 
fa mil to the United tate - and 
provide for their e penses once 
they were here. Given the scale of 
the local commitment, UM OR 
also contributed. 

Meanwhile, lctters and telephone 
call helped to cement the new 
friendship that tretched between 
Buduburam and Santa Ro. a. 
Finally. in late April and amid t 
great excitement, the family 

arrin•d. Jackson, Meama, .md their 
four youngest hildr •n- Sharon, 
Prime, Luther, and Mom sta, cd 
with the Morfords. Love, L hmael, 
and Patience- all in their late 
tccns- sta l'd \ ith neighbors . 

uddenlv thl' Morfords' empt 
nest was \'l'r, full, and the Duoas 
began to get used to the conve
nicn cs and comfort of a middle-
las. home. Ja kson remarked: "We 

have gone from a place like hell to 
the doorstep of heaven." 

rmond Morford, a pharmacist 
at Memorial Hospital, secured a 
nursing-assistant job there for 
Mcama. She L now . tudying for 
her state nursing license. The three 
school-aged children were enrolled 
in elementar schools and Momo 
entered the preschool at First UMC 
of Santa Rosa, where both the 
Morford and the Doua wor hip. 

Jackson found a job with a con
struction company. The two elde t 
daughters received a cholarship 
for a Red Cross Nursing Cour e at 

Memorial Hospital. The Duoa fam
il re ci cd donations of furnilure, 
major applian cs, and even a 
Volkswagen bus that cats eight 
people. In June 1997, they were 
able to mov into their own threc
bcdroom apartment . The three 
eldest children will oon be ready 
to move into a separate apartment . 

A the adult family memb rs 
become ompletely r spon ibl f r 
their live and dcci ions, a ourc 
of sadness remain for the Duoa 
and their spon ors. Their 12-year
old son, Mamary, joined the family 
in Ghana after the vi a application 
was made. Because his name did 
not appear on the original applica
tion, he was unable to travel with 
the family. Now, he may have to 
wait a number of years for a visa of 
his own. Ll 

S11sn11 Wersn11 is tlie Program 
Coordinator for Refugee Mi11istries for 
tire U11itcd Metliodist Committee 011 
Relief (UMCOR). 

Refu,~ee cltildren ll'lw fkd Liberia at a camp in Danami, Gite d' fpairc. 
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UBICt O~ERWHElMEU BY REFEGEES Bf RU SELLS 
Our plane landed and rolled to a 
stop on the tarmac of the airport in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Looking out on the modem airport 
and the high-rise hotels scattered 
in all directions, I could not grasp 
the depth of the problems we were 
there to see firsthand-the prob
lems of uprooted people, refugees 
coming in waves to South Africa. 

I was part of a team of volunteers 
visiting the continent of Africa. My 
team was assigned to the Republic 
of South Africa. Other teams went 
to central Africa and the conti
nent's east and west coasts. 

Africa's refugee problem is stag
gering. Twenty-five years ago, 
there were only 700,000 refugees in 
all of Africa. Today, there are 10 
million refugees and uprooted peo
ple there-people without homes, 
people living in camps, people 
whose lives have been forever 
altered. 

I was invited to Africa by Church 
World Service and the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. We 
were guests of the South Africa 
Council of Churches, specifically to 
make on-site visits to refugee 

Mozambican refugees prepare food at the 
Tongogara Refugee Camp in Zimbabwe. 

camps housing 100,000 refugees 
from the neighboring country of 
Mozambique. 

Mozambique borders South 
Africa in the northeast, from the 
Indian Ocean inland to Zimbabwe. 
We visited two camps that house 
17,000-18,000 persons, all from 
Mozambique. 

Internal strife and civil war have 
forced Mozambicans to flee across 
the border and into these tempo
rary camps. There, the refugees 

Refugees from Mozambique in Muloza-Gambula Parish, a shelter in Mulanje District, 
Malawi. 
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have settled in and resist going 
back. They are fearful of what 
might await them and are also 
concerned that they will have no 
economic future in their home 
country. According to some 
estimates, there are thousands of 
landmines hidden underground in 
Mozambique. The threat of serious 
injury and death is real. 

Driving into the refugee camps, I 
saw a variety of shelters, including 
tents and lean-tos with a few 
pieces of heavy cardboard lashed 
to the sides as protection from the 
weather. There were only a few 
houses of home-made brick dried 
in the sun. The hard, red clay road 
created clouds of dust. People sat 
idle. There is very little work. At 
one camp, a few men-when they 
can-earn a meager $1 per day 
picking oranges. 

Illiteracy is high-95 percent. 
Sexually transmitted diseases are a 
major problem, and the few health
care workers available struggle to 
maintain good health in the camps. 

There are schools for some of the 
children, but money to pay teach
ers is drying up as problems 
mount. In one school, when our 
van stopped, we were surrounded 
by hundreds of children-happy 
children, laughing, eager to make a 
connection . They followed us 
everywhere. Teachers showed us 
the open area where they cooked 
each noon, thus assuring the chil
dren one solid meal a day. 

At one of the camps, a woman 
stood and told about her life there. 
"I can sleep and dream well in 
South Africa," she said. 

Her dream is of a better life- not 
only for her family but for all the 
people who call these camps 
home. Her dream is our opportu
nity. We are partners in her dream
ing. Only by our financial gifts, our 
prayers, and our continued help is 
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the dream of this mother and other 
uprooted people in Africa possible. 

I saw first hand the challenge and 
the promise. Placed in rural areas, 
the camp residents can grow their 
own food in nearby garden plots. 
The growing season gives them 
two crops: com in the summer and 
vegetables in the winter season. 
But they need simple things, such 
as more plastic pipe for water and 
a pump for irrigation so they can 
grow more food. Yet there are no 
funds available to help. 

The new nation of South Africa 
struggles to hold back the tide of 
refugees attempting to cross its 
border. With President Nelson 
Mandela's election in 1994, many 
who sought to escape from neigh
boring countries thought a period 
of new openness and wide-open 
borde~s would begin. But South 
Africa cannot absorb the flood of 
refugees, and efforts are under way 
to tum them back. 

The United Methodist Church, in 
partnership with Church World 
Service, continues to work along
side African leaders to provide for 
refugees. Through Bible study, 
health care, and self-development 
projects, the Gospel is proclaimed. 
A cup of water, shelter, food, and 
blankets are given in the name and 
spirit of Christ. a 

An Advance Special 
project provides direct 
help in many African 
countries---#982540-1. 

Dr. 'Ray Sells is a retired clergy member 
of the Northern Indiana Annual 
Conference and a member of West End 
UMC in Nashville, TN. He was part of 
the Church World Service Immigration 
and Refugee Program study group that 
visited Africa in May 1997. 

RESETTLING SUMUIAN REFUGEES IN NORTHERN ILLINUIS Bf HEIDI RUMlNS 

The Libahs' daughter, Yasmin 

The members of the Libah family 
were forced to leave their once 
peaceful home in a coastal city of 
Somalia. This family belongs to the 
Benadir tribe-a group that experi
enced great persecution when 
fighting broke out between various 
clans in the early 1990s. The 
Benadir are Sunni Muslims and 
have a distinct religious tradition of 
pacificism. In Somalia, the unarmed 
and nonaligned Benadir had their 
neighborhoods shelled and their 
homes and businesses looted. A 
campaign of mass rape was carried 
out against the women. 

Sharif Libah owned a clothing 
store in his home country. His fam
ily left Somalia by boat-Libah, his 
wife, seven children (the youngest 
was 5), and his mother and sister. 
They reloca ted in the Swaleh 
Nguru refugee camp in Mombasa, 
Kenya, where they lived for three 
years with nothing to do-no 
work, no school-sleeping in tents 
until they built themselves a more 
permanent structure. 

Because members of the Benadir 
have no re latives in the United 
States, the United Nations had to 
depend on church-related sponsor
ships-through organizations 
such as the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

"Even after all our planning, we 
were filled with excitement and 
apprehension when we got the call 
that the Libahs were actually on 
their way," says Mary Eleanor 
Wall, chair of the Mission 
Commission at Elmhurst First 
United Methodist Church in the 
Northern Illinois Conference. 
Working with volunteers and the 
refugee-resettlement agency in 
Chicago, Wall coordinated a "clus
ter " sponsorship with Roselle 
UMC, Grace UMC in Naperville, 
and First UMC in Glen Ellyn. 

These churches pledged more 
than $3500 to help pay the rent on 
an apartment for the Libahs during 
the early months. 

"We were impressed," Wall said, 
"with the support we received from 
the Interchurch Refugee and 
Immigration Ministries." IRIM is a 
local refugee-resettlement agency 
through which UMCOR works to 
find Chicago homes for refugees . 
IRIM caseworkers found the 
Libahs ' apartment, provided 
English-language training, and 
assisted the family with activities 
such as grocery shopping. IRIM 
also helps refugees find jobs. 

Refugees sponsored by a well
prepared, warm and welcoming 
church with an enthusiastic pastor 
get the best possible start on life in 
the United Sta tes . UMCOR h as 
learned over many years tha t 
church sponsors usually do a good 
job organizing to meet the material 
needs of the refugees . But even 
more important, they provide the 
friendship and personal support 
that refugees need, especially those 
who have lost family, community, 
and possessions. 0 

Heidi Romans is the Refugee 
Coordinator for the Northern Illinoi 
Conference. She may be reached for 
information at 773-338-0109. 
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MISSION MEMO 
GBGM Team Visits North Korea 
A five-member delegation from the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries-headed by Board 
President Dan Solomon and 
General Secretary Randolph 
Nugent-visited famine-stricken 
North Korea in January. Dr. Nugent 
noted that Bishop Solomon was 
allowed to preach freely during 
Sunday worship with the Bonzsu 
congregation in Pyongyang-being 
probably the first United Methodist 
bishop to preach in Korea since the 
Korean War. The general secretary 
lauded the faith and commitment of 
North Korean Christians in the 
midst of great adversity. Critically 
needed gifts may be designated to 
UMCOR Advance Special for North 
Korea Emergency, #226435-0. 

Missionaries in Cambodia 
Four native Cambodians from the 
two California conferences were 
recently commissioned by the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
to serve as missionaries in the new 
Cambodia mission: the Rev. Joseph 
Chhleav Chan, Marilyn Sovann 
Chan, and Pitou and Sally Lao. In 
Cambodia, the GBGM will be 
cooperating ecumenically with the 
Korean Methodist Church, the 
Malaysian Methodist Church, the 
Singapore Methodist Church, and 
the United Methodist Church of 
Switzerland in an effort to create a 
unified Methodist presence there. 

Zimbabwe Church Centennial 
The United Methodist Church in 
Zimbabwe celebrated its lOOth 
anniversary in December 1997. US 
Bishop Joseph Crane Hartzell 
brought Methodist witness to Old 
Mutare in 1897. From Hartzell's 
first sermon, preached to 35 listen
ers, the Zimbabwe Annual 

Conference has grown to a mem
bership of more than 100,000 . 
Giving a centennial lecture, 
Marshall W. Murphree observed 
that Christianity in Zimbabwe had 
changed "from a foreign import to 
an indigenous institution, from a 
mission to a church." 

UMCOR Emergencies 
The UMCOR hotline has been busy 
in recent months. • Gifts to 
UMCOR's International Disaster 
Response #982450-8 designated for 
Mozambique Cholera Epidemic 
will help supply antibiotics and 
other needed medicines. • Guam, 
severely damaged in December by 
Typhoon Paka, with 230-mph wind 
gusts, can be helped to recover 
through gifts to Hurricanes '97, 
Advance #982515-0, designated for 
Guam. • UMCOR has responded 
ecumenically, through Action by 
Churches Together, to the flooding 
in Somalia that reportedly killed 
2000 and displaced 230,000 people. 
Donations designated for Somalia 
Floods can be sent to UMCOR's 
International Disaster Response 
#982450-8. • Finally, the northeast
ern United States continues to 
recover from severe ice storms that 
left hundreds of thousands without 
any power for weeks. Gifts to 
UMCOR's Domestic Disaster 
Response, #901670-1, designated 
for Northern New England Ice 
Storms, support the shipping of 
emergency generators and other 
vital relief efforts. 

DEATHS Ada Maria Anderson, 
retired World Division missionary 
with 41 years of service in 
Argentina and Peru, died March 
28, 1997 ... Eugene M. Riel, retired 
World Division missionary with 7 
years of service in India, died July 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH / APRIL 1998 

rl•~\- , . . • .. , •.•• ~ . ... . ... ~ ··• ~. : ·'· . -·· , . • . , 

10, 1997 ... Helene Royster, retired 
World Division missionary with 11 
years of service in Costa Rica, died 
July 21, 1997 ... Annimae White, 
retired Women's Division mission
ary with 36 years of service in 
Congo, died August 2, 1997, at the 
age of 100 ... Elizabeth Sterling, 
retired Women's Division dea
coness with 31 years of service in 
the United States, died August 18, 
1997, at the age of 86 ... Judith 
Kinder, retired World Division 
missionary with nearly 59 years of 
service in India, died August 26, 
1997 ... John E. Stroud, retired for
eign and home missionary who 
served 32 years in China, Cuba, 
and the US Virgin Islands, died 
August 27, 1997 ... Margaret Ann 
Holt, retired World Division mis
sionary with 10 years of service in 
the Philippines, died September 3, 
1997 .. . Ada Fern Beringer, retired 
EUB and UM home missionary 
with 37 years of service at 
McCurdy School, died September 
6, 1997 ... Iva E. McCarter, retired 
deaconess with 25 years of service 
with the Women's Division, died 
September 28, 1997, at the age of 85 
.... Marvin Harper, retired World 
Division missionary with 31 years 
of service in southern Asia (India), 
died on October 30, 1997 .. . 
A. Katherine Bratton, retired dea
coness with 22 years of service 
with the Women's Division, died 
November 3, 1997 ... Ruth A. Frame, 
retired deaconess with 40 years of 
service in the United States, died 
November 5, 1997 ... Duvon C. 
Corbitt, retired missionary with 14 
years of service in Congo I Zaire, 
died November 6, 1997 .. . M. 
Evelyn Berry, retired deaconess 
with 39 years of service in the 
United States, died November 14, 
1997. 0 
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n 
El Capote Church, La Feria, Texas . 

The Rio Grande Conference-organized in 
1870 in San Antonio, Texas-is the only 
Spanish-language conference in The United 
Methodist Church. It encompasses 113 
congregations, organized into four districts, 
with a membership of 15,000 spread 
across Texas and New Mexico . The Rio 
Grande Conference collaborates with six 
other annual conferences within its borders 
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THE RIO GRANDE CONFERENCE 

Pari!ih Partnl!r!ihip 
With Rio lirandl! 
by Roy D. Barton and Roberto L. Gomez 

as well as with the Methodist Church of 
Mexico and other Methodist churches in 
Latin America. It is an important entity in the 
life of the Hispanic United Methodist con
stituency in the United States. 

Ministry for the 21st Century 
The phenomenal Hispanic population growth 
in Texas and New Mexico is causing the Rio 
Grande Conference to reexamine its ministry 
and methods. Between 1990 and 2000, the 
Hispanic population of these two states is 
projected to grow 42 percent, from 4.65 
million to about 6.8 million-an increase of 
2.1 mi ll ion in 1 O years. In 12 metropolitan 
areas, the rate of growth this decade is pro
jected to be 108 percent-from 2.4 million 
to about 5 million in 2000. In fact, by 2000, 

it is expected that 7 4 percent of the total 
Hispanic population in Texas and New 
Mexico will live in these 12 metropolitan 
areas, up from 51 percent in 1990. If the 
United Methodist Church is to respond 
effectively in ministry, equally dramatic 
change and growth will be required . 

Currently, most of the conference 's 
churches and close to half its members are 
outside the 12 metropolitan areas where the 
Hispanic population of the two states is 
growing most rapidly. By mid-decade, the 
conference had 36 local churches (out of 
113) in these areas, representing about 55 
percent of the conference membership. The 
conference will have to bring more churches 
and a more dynamic ministry to these 12 
burgeoning metropolitan areas. 

l\IDT HOME ALDl\IE 
According to a 1993 University of Southern 
California study, children left unsupervised 
after school are more likely than others to be 
depressed, take risks, get bad grades, and 
use cigarettes, alcohol, or marijuana. "The 
major issue is adult supervision, whether at 
home, at a job, at school, or at a community 
center,· said Jean Richardson, the study's 
director. In Dallas, local officials estimate that 
25,000 to 38,000 children aged 6 to 13 
take care of themselves at least part of each 
day. Most child-development experts agree 
that children under age 9 are too young to 
be home alone. 

So Agape Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Dallas operates a free after-school 
program called "Not Home Alone" {NHA) for 
the children of wor1<ing parents. Most of the 
neighborhood kids in the program are eco
nomically disadvantaged. Many are from 
single-parent households. With an initial out
reach grant of $5000 from Highland Park 

UMC, the program opened in 1992 and 
served 1 O children. Thanks to expanded 
financial support in the Dallas area, the pro
gram doubled its outreach in 1993. 

The teenage and adult volunteers at Not 
Home Alone help children learn skills that 
will help them succeed. A $1000 matching 

grant from ArtReach, Inc., provided profes
sonal artists to help NHA kids express them
selves creatively and build self-confidence. 
NHA kids also do community service. The 
program content is aimed at helping chil
dren develop interpersonal skills and build a 
strong, resilient moral character. O 
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THE Rto GRANDE CONFERENCE 

Need for Mission Support already far below the average salary for It is imperative that the Rio Grande 
Most of the mission allocation for the Rio other United Methodist clergy. A further Conference find Advance Parish Partners 

Grande Conference goes for pastoral salary decline would seriously affect the confer- across the denomination in order to raise 
support. A portion of this support is raised ence in fulfilling its mission. the missional funds needed annually. 
through Advance Parish Partner contribu- Bishops, conference counci l directors, 
tions , which is an asking of $200,000 a Interpreting Mission and conference secretaries of global min-
year. (Many Advance askings are not fully As a response to these realities, the Rio istries in all five US jurisdictions have been 
funded .) The conference has also received Grande Conference works closely with the invited to participate in Rio Grande 's 
missional funds through the General Board Advance office of the General Board of Advance Parish Partner Program. As a spe-
of Global Ministries. Global Ministries (GBGM)-both in New York cial project in the South Central Jurisdiction, 

But because the needs of the conference and in the South Central Jurisdiction office the bishops selected one person from each 
are so great, the conference is seeking in Dallas- to interpret its mission. While the conference to be a mission interpreter for 
$350,000 in missional support. Much of this focus of the Advance Parish Partner pro- Rio Grande. These mission interpreters were 
support would be expected to come through gram is pastors ' salary support, there are invited to San Antonio for an orientation and 
the Advance for Christ and His Church-not other General Advance Specials for the Rio goal-setting session and are now imple-
only in Advance Parish Partner contributions Grande Conference , including Mission menting their goals in their home confer-
but also in giving for other Advance projects. Leadership and Training , Missionary ences . This and other programs will be 

By the year 2000, missional funds will no Support, Outreach Ministries, and Church developed to promote the Rio Grande 
longer be al located to the conference . Development (church construction as well Conference Advance Parish Partner 
Pastors ' salaries in the conference are as new missions and congregations) . Program churchwide. 

Reaching Children for Christ: 
by Roberto L. Gomez 

In 1994, Bishop Ray Owen asked each local 
church in the Rio Grande Conference to 
write a vision statement and to develop an 
outreach mission. El Principe de Paz United 
Methodist Church of San Antonio responded 
to Bishop Owen's call with a time of prayer 
and reflection, followed by a study of the 
church 's neighborhood. 

This study led congregation members to 
the nearby Cassiano Homes, a large, 30-
year-old housing project known for its drug 
and crime infestation . A number of low
income, single-parent families lived there. 

With much faith, the pastor and several of 
his lay leaders started going to the housing 
project on Saturday mornings to set up a 
sidewalk ministry. The program consisted of 
games, Bible stories , prayer time, and 
refreshments. Initially, few children respond
ed. However, as the church group returned 
each Saturday, faces became familiar and 
soon acquaintances were made. 

The number of children attending the 
sidewalk ministry grew, with 10, 20, and 
sometimes even 50 participating. To meet 
the children's needs, members of El Principe 
de Paz shared their outreach efforts with the 
San Antonio subdistrict. Soon, members of 
several other churches volunteered to help, 
contributing prayers, offerings, presence, 
and service. 

Acquaintances led to friendships. Although 
it took time, the congregation members 
began meeting parents. An invitation was 
extended to the children to attend Sunday 
school and worship on Sunday mornings. 
Now some Cassiano families are attending 
El Principe de Paz and their children are 
participating in church activities. 

For the first time, in some cases, children 
are finding out about God and God's love for 
them through Jesus Christ. Still , many chal
lenges remain. There are other children in 
housing projects experiencing great need. 
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One goal of El Prl ncipe de Paz UMC is to 
establish a network of outreach ministries in 
San Antonio housing projects. 
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THE RIO GRANDE CONFERENCE 

A video of the Rio Grande Conference in 
mission was mailed to each conference 
office, and copies are available upon request 
from the Rio Grande Conference Council 
office. Also, a number of mission interpreters 
are available to speak about the Rio Grande 
Conference's ministry upon invitation by a 
conference, district, or local church. o 
To make a gift to the Rio Grande 
Conference through the Advance, 
make your check payable to your local 
church or "Advance GCFA." Be sure to 
write the project name (Rio Grande 
Conference Parish Partners} and the 
Advance code number (531733-1} on 
the check at bottom left. For local 
church and annual conference credit, 
give your gift to your local church 
treasurer, who will send it to your con
ference treasurer. Gifts are forwarded 
to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, 
New York, NY 10087-9068. 

Advance Special offerings help support out
reach ministries such as those at El Prf ncipe 
de Paz UMC. D 

Rio 6rande Clergy !iupport: 

Your gift to the Rio Grande Conference Parish Partner Program, 
Advance Special No. 531733-1, will enable the conference to sup
port the pastoral ministry of such pastors as these. 

The Rev. Robert Ortiz, a 33-year-old Mexican American, 
is a local pastor serving in his first appointment in Del 
Rio, Texas. Ortiz was born in San Antonio and grew up in 
The United Methodist Church. He and his wife Diane 
have a daughter and a son. Ortiz is finishing his universi
ty studies and hopes to attend seminary. Several years 
ago, he heard God's call to the ordained ministry. After 
much prayer, he responded to serve as a pastor. 

The Rev. Isidro Pina was born in Mexico and came as a 
youth to the United States. The charismatic movement in 
the Roman Catholic Church left Isidro and his wife 
Blanca with a thirst to know more about the Bible and an 
eagerness to serve Jesus Christ. One day, a friend invit
ed them to a new mission church in San Antonio, which 
they subsequently joined. Soon afterwards, Pina experi
enced a call to the ordained ministry. He is now a full
time local pastor of a growing church in the Rio Grande 
Valley, one of the nation's poorest areas. Having com
pleted the conference course-of-study school in 1997, 
Pina is studying part time to finish his college degree 
and meet disciplinary requirements to become a United 
Methodist elder. 

The Rev. Nohemi Ramirez is in her first year as a local 
pastor of a Mexican American congregation in Lubbock, 
Texas. She and her husband immigrated to the United 
States from Mexico and settled in the Rio Grande Valley. 
There, she joined The United Methodist Church and 
experienced a call to the ordained ministry. A skilled 
musician, Ramirez has training in the lay-missioner pro
gram of the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry. D 

Alicia Almanza of El Prfncipe de Paz 
United Methodist Church in San 
Antonio, Texas, teaches Sunday school 
outdoors as part of a sidewalk ministry. 
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THE RIO GRANDE CONFERENCE 

VIM Tea01!i Help 
Churchl!!i by Roberto L. Gomez 

For half a century, Volunteer-in-Mission (VIM) teams have built sanctuaries, educational build
ings, and parsonages throughout Texas and New Mexico in the Rio Grande Conference. 
These teams are usually composed of retirees or vacationers, both laity and clergy. Most 
come during the winter months when it is warm and pleasant in south Texas. 

Los Wesleyanos United Methodist Church project in San Juan, Texas, is a typical VIM build
ing project. For several years, this Spanish-speaking group used the facilities of First UMC in 
San Juan. Then, after raising money through offerings and projects, Los Wesleyanos UMC 
bought three acres on which to build. The total cost of building a sanctuary was estimated at 
$175,000. A grant of $30,000, made possible through Advance Special offerings, came from 
the West Ohio Conference. The congregation committed itself to raising $60,000 in cash and 
got a loan for $50,000, for a total of $140,000. 

When the architectural design was set and building materials were procured, three VIM 
teams came from the North Indiana Conference in early 1992. Each team worked for two 
weeks. Within this six-week period, a sanctuary, an office, and classrooms were built. By con
tributing their labor and expertise, the VIM teams saved the congregation thousands of dollars 
during the construction phase. These same teams returned in 1996. On this second visit, 
they built a parsonage. 

Some VIM teams build sanctuaries or parsonages. Others renovate or upgrade buildings to 
meet city building codes. Still others do badly needed small repairs. During summer months, 
VIM teams help out with vacation Bible school and youth programs. 

Advance Special gifts and VIM team contributions make a big difference in providing well
built, attractive facilities for worship and community service for Rio Grande congregations. 

A VIM construction team in Grand Prairie, Texas. 
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Advance Motorcoach Tour 
A 6-day Advance Mission Motorcoach 
Tour of San Antonio and Corpus 
Christi, Sept. 28-0ct. 3, 1998, will cel
ebrate 50 years of the Advance for 
Christ and His Church and its support 
of the Rio Grande Conference. The 
tour will promote the conference 's 
Advance Parish Partner Program goal 
of $200,000 per year (Advance No. 
531733-1). 

In San Antonio the tour will visit Rio 
Grande Conference churches and pro
jects, including historic mission sites. 
For fun, tour participants will enjoy the 
Fiesta Texas, the San Antonio River, 
and the Hemisphere Cultural Center. 
Along the way, the tour will visit vital 
churches and mission projects and 
will allow time for seashore visits. 

Royce Hardaway Tours is organizing 
this mission tour as a contribution to 
the Rio Grande Conference Advance 
Parish Partner Program. Call the tour 
reservationist at 210-408-4513 for 
information and a brochure. O 

Or. Roy 0. Barton is the director of 
mission interpretation and the Rev. Or. 
Roberto L. Gomez is director of the 
conference council for the Rio Grande 
Conference. 
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Spiritual Migrations 

Charlie Brown's friend, Lucy, can 
lance a cliche better than most. 
When told that life is full of ups 
and downs, Lucy demanded : 
"Well, why? Why can't it be up 
and up?" 

The problem today is slightly dif
ferent. We must struggle to keep 
from descending into utter hope
lessness. Surveys of young people 
bear this out. Our youth are not 
optimistic about the future. 

John Higham, a writer and histo
rian at Johns Hopkins University, 
has a theory about "reconstruc
tions." Basically his idea is that, 
each time the United States has 
had a major war, it tried to rework 
its approach to racism. No attempt 
was entirely successful, but every 
attempt led to some improvement. 

AccDrding to Higham, many 
Americans were unhappy with 
slavery before the American 
Revolution. Their efforts led to 
statements in the founding docu
ments that the United States exists 
to secure the equal and unalienable 
rights of all. This principle did not 
lead to much actual reform in the 
society itself. But it was important 
because Lincoln referred to it in 
clarifying the national purpose in 
the Civil War. 

Lincoln said in his Gettysburg 
Address that the nation was "dedi
cated to the proposition that all 
men are created equal." His use of 
the male noun should not blind us 
to the creative change he was mak
ing. Never before had the purpose 
of the nation been crystallized in 
this form. 

The reconstruction following the 
Civil War led to significant 
changes in the status of the former 
slaves . The reaction in the 1890s 
that led to segrega tion did not 
entirely wiRe those changes out. 

by Charles Cole 

The next wave following World 
War I took a more conservative 
form. It merely emphasized moral 
and individual responsibility. 
White Americans in the 1920s and 
1930s were not much interested in 
changing the status of Negroes. 

But then came the Second World 
War, and Black Americans partici
pated in the war to end fascism. If 
Americans objected to European
s tyle tyranny, how could the y 
impose it on their own citizens? 
The logic of social and economic 
reform became overwhelming . 
After President Harry Truman 
abolished segregation in the armed 
forces in 1948, the Supreme Court 
ruled school segregation illegal and 
we were on our way to the war 
over civil rights. 

That war continues, but it is 
intriguing to consider the possibili
ty of yet another wave of change in 
the future . A new change might 
come about not through a military 
conflict but because of other ten
sions-such as the huge gap 
between the rich and the poor or 
the ascendance of racial minorities 
to a dominance in numbers. 

It's also intriguing to think of 
ways the theory of reconstruction 

can work personally. For example, 
individuals seem to go through 
periods of high activity fo llowed 
by periods of low activity. The peri
ods of low activity often allow peo
ple to lie fallow, restoring and nur
turing their resources. Eventually 
the en ergy builds up and th ey 
burs t forth in a creative effort 
again. 

Or consider congregations. They, 
too, go through cycles . They may 
begin small, reach great heights of 
membership and action, and then 
subside. But when they are declin
ing, it might be wrong to conclude 
that they will die. Many reawaken 
to even brighter days of spiritual 
renewal and mission commitment. 

Could cycles also apply to 
denominations? Methodists, for 
example, actually peaked a century 
ago. It has been a hundred years or 
more since the church grew faster 
than the population. Yet it would 
be dangerous to conclude that the 
denomination has had its day. The 
high mark of a century ago might 
be surpassed by ano ther, larger 
wave in the future. 

Of course, exactly how we define 
the crest of the wave can be debat
ed. Some might argue that growth 
in membership is not as important 
as the integrity of a denomination's 
witness on social issues. Some see 
the period of sending American 
missionaries abroad as a high 
point, while others (including me) 
believe we were spiritually and 
morally greater when we decided 
to support the rising churches in 
other countries by supporting their 
own leaders. 

Perhaps Higham' s theory of 
reconstruction has defects, but it 
has the virtue of allowing u to 
find hope in the past. And hope is 
in short upply these days. 0 
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Burma's Forgotten Refugt-es Face 
an Uncertain Future 

by Mel Lehman 

This child is one of 11 7,000 refugees from Burma (Myanmar) who live on the Burma
Thailand border, largely forgotten by the rest of the world. 

One evening in early July 1997, 
Nawkel1 and her family set out on 
a long journey. It was a journey 
that tens of thousands of other 
refugees-members of the Karen 
ethnic group in Burma-had 
undertaken before her. Because of 
forced labor and other oppressive 
conditions, life had become 
unbearable for them under the 
State Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), the military 
regime that has ruled Burma since 
1988. (SLORC renamed the country 
Myanmar in 1989, but in this story 
we will call it Burma, as many peo
ple continue to do.) 

Nawkel, her husband, three 
young children, and another family 
of three were heading for the 
refugee camps across the border in 
Thailand. The group of eight left 

late at nigh t and for three da ys 
trekked up and down mountains 
to safe ty. "We were afraid an d 
cold," Nawkel said thro u gh an 
interpreter. 

The last leg of their journey was 
the chilly Moei River on the Thai 
border. Crossing b boat, they at 
last reached the relative safety of 
the Mae La refugee camp in 
Thailand. Even there, safety was 
not assured. In January 1997, the 
Mae La camp had been attacked 
and partially burned by Burmese 
troops that crossed the border. 

Holding her infant daughter 
Chomaaye in her arms, awkel 
said she and her family were doing 
well. "Everything is nice here," she 
commented in her bamboo hut. 
"But we don't know what will hap
pen in the future." 
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What will happen in the future is 
indeed a major ques tion for the 
117,000 Burmese refugees who live 
in 25 camps along the Burma
Thailand border. The human-rights 
abuses committed by SLORC in 
Burma are beginning to be recog
nized around the world, thanks to 
the courageous efforts of people 
such as opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi-whom SLORC pre-
vented from accepting her Nobel organ 
Peace Prize in 1991. Less w ell Worl 
known is the plight of the Karen, third 
an e thnic group liv ing in the avail 
m ounta ins of eas te rn Burma . Burm 
Tensions have existed between the ed $1 
Burm ese government and the 
Karen for many years. Over the last 
several d ecad es, these ten sion s 
have resulted in an ongoing war. 

The result is a string of 21 refugee 
camps just over the Thai border, 
m ainly popula ted by the Karen, 
wi th fo u r o ther cam ps in side 
Burma. (Wh ile the majori ty of 
refugees are Karen, there are also 
Karenni, Mon, and Shan refugees 
in the camps.) 

The Thai government tolerates 
this refugee presence but at the 
same time tries to minimize friction 
with the neighboring Burmese. As 
part of its policy of minimal wel
come, the Thai government has not 
allowed the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees to 
oversee the refugee camps. Instead, 
the camps are dependent upon the 
humanitarian aid and on the staff 
prov ided by nongovernmental 
organizations. The Burmese Border 
Consortium-which is upported 
mainly by international church 
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Above: Refugee families live in bamboo huts in a camp that Burmese troops have 
attacked. Below: Nawkel with her three children. She holds Chomaaye in her arms. 

organizations, including Church 
World Service-provides two
thirds of the humanitarian aid 
available at the border. In 1997, the 
Burma Border Consortium provid
ed $10 million in humanitarian 
assistance to the refugees. 

Of even greater concern is the 
current well-being of tens of thou
sands of displaced Ka ren s till 
inside Burma. The Karen Refugee 
Committee' s June 1997 monthly 
report states: "The onslaught by 
the SLORC on the Karen area was 
most savage, resulting in w ide
spread des truction of v illages, 
homes, and properties. With 
SLORC troops blocking escap e 
routes, these people had to take 
refuge in deep jungles and inacces
s ible mountains, survivin g on 
leaves, fruits, stems, barks, roots, 
shoots, and tubers. Without benefit 
of proper shelter, food, and medi
cine, each with a back-pack or pan
nier [basket] always at the ready 
fo r instant fl ight, these displaced 
p eoples-includin g the old, the 
young, the infirm, the pregnant
had to flee from place to place." 

On a rainy day in late July, I visit
ed the Mae La and Wang Ka camps 
near the Burma-Thai border with 

Victor Neumann. He is a Canadian 
who works for the Burmese Border 
Consortium overseeing the distrib
ution of relief supplies. At the Mae 
La camp, we were hosted by the 
Rev. Sim on who, until 1989, had 
been a Baptist professor at a theo
logical seminary in Rangoon, the 
capital of Burma. "I felt called by 
God to be wi th m y p eople in 
exile," he told us. So he came to the 
Mae La camp w h ere a t leas t a 
quarter of the refugees are Baptist 
Christians. After serving us coffee 
in the camp leader's house and 
telling us about the refugees' situa
tion, Simon invited us to the theo
logical school tha t he had orga
nized among the refugees. There, 
in a large one-room bamb oo 
schoolhouse, with a library of only 
several dozen books, nearly 100 
young refugees were engaged in 
theological and biblical studies. 

If anyone had reason to despair, 
it seemed to me, surely they did. 
Th e camp w h ere we were had 
been attacked and partially burned 
by Burmese troops earlier in the 
year. Their church, which s tood 
next door, was flooded and unus
able because of the rainy season. 
They were living in bamboo huts 

amid slippery mud-clay walkways. 
And the re s t of the world was 
largely unaware of their plight. Yet 
I still vividly recall their enthusi
asm and the joy in their faces as 
they described their Christian faith 
and sang for us both in Karen and 
in English. 

What will the future hold for 
these yo ung refugees? Will the 
recent admittance of Burma into 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN)-and the conse
quent increased prospects of trade 
between Burma and Th ailand
result in an increased reluctance on 
the part of the Thai government to 
host them? Will the international 
community continue to insist upon 
protec tion and refu gee rights for 
the Karen? 

As the rain poured down outside 
the bamboo school, the students 
sang a song for us in English that 
described their faith. "God can do 
anything in His time," they sang. D 

1 Las t names are seldom used by the 
Karen ethnic group, so the author did 
not record them. The names given are 
first names. 

M el Lehman is the Direc tor of 
Constituency Information for Church 
World Service at the National Council 
of Churches. 
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As our 14-seat aircraft circled the 
airport, the passengers began to 
panic. Cumulus clouds b e low 
totally obscured the ground . 
Would a safe landing be possible 
under these circumstances? 
Suddenly, within seconds, as if by 
a miracle, the radiant sun emerged 
from behind the clouds and shone 
on the tarmac. As the plane cruised 
safely down to a landing, everyone 
heaved a large sigh of relief. We 
had arrived at the Aizawl city air
port in Mizoram, one of India's 
northeastern states. 

Mizoram, land of the Mizos 
(people of the hill) is one of seven 
states in the northeastern region of 
India . These s tates (also called 
the "seven sis ters") com prise 
Mizoram, Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh , Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, and Tripura. 

The northeast comer of India is 
bounded on the north by Tibet, 
Bhutan, and China; on the east by 

Myanmar (Burma); and on the 
west by Bangladesh . This small 
region has big refugee problems. 
Its seven states are plagued by vio
lence: fighting between indigenous 
tribes, guerrilla warfare waged by 
insurgent groups against India's 
security forces, arson, bomb explo
sions, the ambushing of military 
convoys, the kidnapping of top 
leaders, and mass killings. 

India has similar refugee prob
lems involving Liberation Tigers of 

Top: The Tripura border with Bangladesh. 
Above: A line forms for hand-pumped 
water in a remote northeast village. 
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Tamil Edam (LTTE) from Sri 
Lanka. Infiltrators-allegedly from 
Pakistan-continue to cause prob
lems in Tamilnadu in the south and 
Kashmir in the north. But while 
Kashmir receives international 
attention focused on the conflict 
between India and Pakistan for its 
control, the problems of northeast 
India are more internalized. Often 
referred to as a "remote area" in 
the media, the region has a refugee 
problem, both external and inter
nal, as severe as any to be found 
elsewhere in the world. 

Tripura, bearing the brunt of the 
problem, has been home to tens of 
thousands of Chakma refugees 
from Bangladesh since the early 
1980s. The Chakmas are a minority 
ethnic group who follow the 
Buddhist religion. They were the 
original settlers in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, an area of low moun
tains extending to the Bay of 
B nga l in southeas t Banglade h . 
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The Chakma Refugees 
The gene i of the current Chakma 
refugee problems in India's north
eastern state of Mizoram and 
Tripura can be traced back to the 
1970s. In 1971, Bangladesh-then 
East Pakistan-fought a war for 
independence from Pakistan . 
Internal trouble erupted in the new 
nation when the indigenous 
Chakma of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts demanded autonomy for 
their ancestral homeland. A rebel 
group began an armed insurgency. 

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh gov
ernment was moving Bengali 
Muslims from the overcrowded 
plains ~nd resettling them in the 
more sparsely populated Chitta
gong Hills region. These Muslim 
newcomer engaged in violent 
clashes with the indigenous 
Buddhist Chakmas. They support
ed the government security troops 
in their use of force against the 
Chakma protesters and rebels. So 
the Chakmas fled their own land 

People sell their wares at a bus stop in Aizawl. 

and found refuge in the n ighbor
ing state of Mizoram and Tripura. 

According to an informal source, 
the Chakmas were also reportedly 
blamed for having supported the 
Pakistani forces during the 1971 
civil war. The founding fath r of 
Banglade hand its first prime min
i ter, Sheik Mujibur Rahman, was 
di plea ed with the antinational 
activities of the Chakmas. This is 
given as the reason why the gov
ernment security forces dealt with 
the Chakmas so ruthlessly. 

An exodus of Chakmas into 
Tripura occurred again in 1986, 
when the Bangladesh army cracked 
down on the Shanti Bahini, the 
armed wing of a rebel group from 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts region. 

The number of Chakma refugees 
who fled to Tripura and Mizoram 
during the late 1970s and early 
1980s reportedly rose to nearly 
70,000. The government of India 
provided them with shelter on 
humanitarian grounds . Thus, 
besides causing trouble in the 
Chittagong Hills area, the issue 
also strained relations between 
India and Bangladesh. 

Repatriation From Tripura 
India's second-smallest state, with 
an area of only 4,032 square miles, 

These theological college students in 
Jabalpur are from northeastern India . 

Tripura was burdened with 
increasing demands from the 
Chakma refugees for their survival. 
So the governments of India and 
Bangladesh agreed that the 
Chakma refugees would be repatri
ated to Bangladesh. This process 
began in 1994 but suffered several 
setbacks. Chakma refugee leaders 
alleged that this was a forced repa
triation, that land was not being 
restored to returning refugees, and 
that their homeland continued to 
be occupied by government troops 
and some half a million Bengali 
Muslim settlers. These leaders 
demanded a permanent political 
solution. After this protest led to 
further negotiations, the repatria
tion process for the remaining 
40,000 refugees resumed. The last 
phase started on November 22, 
1997, when the first contingent of 
600 Chakma refugees left south 
Tripura district refugee camps in 
anticipation of the peace accord 
signed on December 2. 

The peace agreement was signed 
by the government of Bangladesh 
and by Chakma leaders of the polit
ical wing of the Shanti Bahini rebel 
group. It paved the way for the 
return of the remaining refugee to 

-I 
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their homeland, the Chi ttagon g 
Hill Tract . Though th rebels had 
earlier demanded that the 500,000 
Bengali M u slim se ttler s b e ex
pelled, the final trea ty call s for 
peaceful coexistence b tween the 
Muslim settlers and the indigenous 
Buddhist peoples of the region. 

Sheik Hasina Wajed, the current 
prime minister of Banglade h, was 
present for the-signing of the treaty 
in Dhaka. She expressed hope that 
the agreement would bring peace 
and s tability to the Chittagong 
Hills region and that a process of 
d evelopment w ould b e set in 
mo tion . Th e rep a triation of 
refugees will continue in phases. 

ow tha t the Ch a km as are 
re turning to the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, they will need resettlement 

and d evelopmental 

assistance. Under the treaty, a pow
erful new regional council will be 
created to oversee local develop
ment, employment, education, 
health, and revenue. Two-thirds of 
the council members will be 
indigenous people. A ministry for 
Chittagong Hill Tract affairs must 
be headed by an indigenous 
Chakma. Under the accord, the 
government has agreed to declare 
an amnesty to allow the outlawed 
indigenous guerrillas to return to 
normal life on the condition that 
they lay down their arms. 

However, the opposition, led by 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) and its Islamic allies, has 
launched a nationwide campaign 
against the peace accord. The BNP 
believes it will lead to control of 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts by India . 
Prime Minis ter Sheik Hasina 
Wajed has reiterated that the 
accord is perfectly constitutional 

and that it can be sent to parlia-
ment if the opposition so 

demands. 

Meanwhile, 
thousands of 

people hav e 
already left Tri

pura while many 
more have been 

displaced within the 
state. 
Tripura is presently 

under India's Disturbed 
Areas Act. On November 

30, 1997, an additional army 
battalion was sent there to 
counter local insurgency 
operations. 

Life in Mizoram 
"Jesus Never Fails, " and 

"Jesus Christ, the Only Way" 
are signs on the town buses 

that greet commuters in and 
around Aizawl , the capital of 

Mizoram. Mizoram is the 
other state in northeast 

India where the Chakma refugees 
illegally entered and settled . 
Formerly known as the Mizo Hill 
District of Assam, it became a state 
in 1987. Nearly 98 percent of Mizos 
are Christians. The Mizos also have 
a high literacy rate of 88 percent. 

Law and order were established 
among the Mizos by the British fol
lowing the capture of a small 
European girl during a Mizo attack 
on the British tea gardens. The time 
was opportune in 1894 for the two 
pioneer itinerant missionaries of 
the Arthington Mission, the Rev. I. 
H . Lorrain and the Rev. F. W. 
Savidge, to begin proclamation of 
God's word in Aizawl. The Welsh 
Presbyterian Mission sent the Rev. 
D. E. Jones to join them. Jones ' s 
work yielded results and the first 
two converts were baptized in 1899. 

The political scenario in Mizoram 
is similar to that in other Indian 
states where interparty and intra
party politics dominate at the cost 
of the people's development. 

At a Chakma house in the heart 
of the city of Aizawl, I spoke to N . 
B. Chakma, an executive officer of 
the district council. He asserts that 
there are two different families of 
Chakma tribes. The one to which 
he belongs originally inhabited the 
state of Mizoram. "Mizoram is my 
home place," he says. The others 
are the refugees from Bangladesh 
who crossed the border. Their 
numbers have ranged from 50,000 
to 70,000 and they have been con
centrated in the state of Tripura. 

The original Chakmas of 
Mizoram, according to N . B. 
Chakma, were born and brought 
up in Mizoram and now adminis
ter their own di s trict council. 
However, their culture, language, 
and religion are different from that 
of the Mizos . These Chakmas 
speak Bengali and the y follow 
Buddhism. With the creation of a 
district council, they have been 
entrusted with dep artments such 
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as land revenue, fo res t, public 
works, and education. This gives 
them a chance to develop and ele
vate their quality of life. He ends 
on a positive note: "We are happy 
here and there is n o problem 
between the Mizos and ourselves." 

Other Northeastern States 
Arunachal Pradesh (land of the ris
ing sun) became a s tate in 1987. 
The northern boundary is the 
McMahan Line, a disputed territo
ry between India and China since 
1947. The state shares similar prob
lems of development and ethnic 
conflict with the other northeastern 
states. Arunachal Pradesh h as 
become a safe haven for the mili
tant groups of the northeast includ
ing the National Socialist Council 
of Nagaland and the United 
Liberation Front of Assam (UFLA). 

Assam is in the news almost 
daily. Terrorists groups now run a 
govefll}Tlent parallel to the elected 
one. Groups like the UFLA carry 
out attacks on m inisterial m otor
cades to draw government atten
tion to their demands. They 
demand that the government expel 
the outsiders from the state. 

In 1983, 1800 suspected illegal 
immigrants from Bangladesh in 
Nellie and other villages not far 

from Assam's capital were massa
cred . The two militant groups held 
responsible for this massacre were 
never prosecuted . On the contrary, 
the antiforeigner campaign has 
resulted in many more killings and 
has persisted . 

During his visit to Assam las t 
December, Prim e Minister I. K. 
Gujral of India reiterated tha t his 
government would stand by the 
earlier commitment made by his 
p redecessor, Prime Minister H .D. 
Devegow d a, fo r an economic 
package of 60 billion rupees for the 
r ap id indus tria liza tion of the 
nor theast region . This would be 
augmented by another 10 billion 
rupees for a total of 70.05 billion 
rupees in aid. But more remains to 
be done. 

The plethora of armed militia in 
the northeastern states claiming to 
b e " liberation armie s" of one 
group or another presents a prob
lem tha t d efies ration aliza tion . 
Nevertheless, years of neglect of 
the region by India 's central gov
ernment have nurtured separatist 
movements, resulting in the mas
sacre of many innocent people. 

These crises in northeast India 
raise hea rt-searching ques tions: 
Will the central political leadership 
develop the long-neglected north-

Above: The Chakma house in the heart of Aizawl in the state of Mizoram. 
Opposite, p. 32: A Chakma refugee in India must gather fu el and water to survive. 

A Mizo indigenous man displays his 
"trophies" (heads of cattle) atop poles . 

east and restore democracy, digni
ty, and basic human rights to its 
people? Will the churches put the 
love and understanding they pro
claim into practice and reach out to 
these people who are languishing 
in perennial turmoil? Will the sun 
b rea k throu gh wi th su fficient 
s tren g th to dispel the clou ds of 
conflict that have so long shrouded 
the region? To bring the people of 
n or theas t India in to the m ain
stream of national life, these ques
tions deserve an honest response 
from all concerned . 0 

Dr. J. 5. Murthy is n fo rmer senior /ec
tu rer in audiovisinl communications at 
Rani Durgavati Uni versity in 
fabnlpu r, India . He is now a lecturer 
in co 111111 11 11ications at Leonard 
Th eologicnl College in fnbnl pur, n 
Methodist-relnted sel/linnn;. 
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Fikret and Azemira Besic and their 
children, Ena and Armin, are an 
integral part of our church family 
today. So it's hard to believe that, 
just a year ago, they were strangers 
in our midst. Then, as a member 
of my church's Mission Ministry 
Team, I had received a call from 
John Detwy ler, coordinator of a 
refugee-resettlement office in 
Schenectady, New York, affiliated 
with Church World Service. He 
had just received a case allocated 
to the United Methodist Commit
tee on Relief for resettlement. A 
local United Methodist congrega
tion was needed to sponsor a 
refugee family from Bosnia who 
would be arriving in a few weeks. 

As Detwyler spoke, I could hear 
another voice: "I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me." Without 
hesitation I told him we'd do it, 
and then I called our chairperson. 
"How could we possibly refuse?" 
he said. That's the way it is at the 
First United Methodist Church of 
Delmar (near Albany, New York) . 

Our senior pastor was out of 
town, but I saw him on his first 
day back. "Bob, we want to adopt 
a family-next week," I said. He 
was surprised but in full support. 

Our church has a long history of 
mission involvement. Locally, as 
well as in the Troy Conference, we 
provide strong leadership in mis
sion endeavors. We're proud of 
being proactive, and our pastors, 
lay leaders, and congregation are 
committed to that ideal. Our mis
sion work probably goes well 
beyond the usual expectations for 

The Besic children from Bosnia, Armin 
(left) and Ena (right), peek out from be
hind a new church friend, Tommy Hart. · 

a church such as ours. Even so, we 
stay open to God's call to new 
avenues of service while fully sup
porting our ongoing mission min
istries. People in need frequently 
call us for help, so it's not surpris
ing that word had reached the 
refugee-resettlement office that our 
church was a likely candidate for 
sponsoring a family. 

Our congregation was enthusias
tic about its new family. Children 
even volunteered to give their toys 
to the two young newcomers 
who'd be arriving with nothing. 
We found an apartment in a good 
location. The rent was a little more 
than we'd planned, but when the 
owners learned about their tenants, 
they reduced the charge. Within 
days, we had far more furniture, 
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lamps, dishes, linens, and other 
apartment necessities than we 
could possibly use. 

Since we had furnishings to 
spare, John Detwyler asked if we 
could help another church furnish 
an apartment for a refugee family. 
We found that we had everything 
needed for the second apartment 
except pots and pans. But, as we 
were loading John's van, we sud
denly stopped and stared. A brand 
new set of pots and pans had 
appeared on top of our stack of 
boxes! Someone must have 
brought them to the church for our 
mission projects and, seeing our 
boxes, had simply placed them 
there-at the very moment when 
they were required. 

Leaming New Words and Ways 
The Besics-who are refugees from 
Bosnia-arrived just a year ago, as 
I am writing this. When they 
stepped off the plane, their faces 
told what their words could not 
express, mirroring joy mixed with 
sorrow, anxiety, and fear. We col
lected the few bags that held 
everything they owned and head
ed for their apartment, trying to 
converse with smiles and gestures. 
David, the landlord-bless him
had finished rebuilding bunk beds 
for us while we were at the airport, 
and Laura, his wife, had carefully 
made them up. They'd left a small 
lamp burning to light our way. 

We gave the door key to Fikret, 
the father. The children-aged 
eight and four-excitedly pushed 
ahead to explore their new home. 
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zemira, their mother, tentativ 1 
pened a kitchen cabinet. Tear 

welled up a h di co er d food 
in abundanc . Fikret held her in hi 
arm , wiping away his own tear . 

er th n t few weeks, we wer 
to learn ju t how meager had b en 
th ir food upply in the refug e 
camp. W al o learn d that thi 
tin apartm nt was far larg r than 
th quart r they had shared with 
three ther families in the camp. 

Two days aft r their arrival, we 
enrolled Ena, the eight-year-old, in 

cond grade. She bravely faced 
her new classmates with "hi," 
"ye ," and " thank you"-the only 
Engli h word at her command. 
E ery da y for several months, I 
helped her with homework. It' s 
hard to make entences using your 
Ii t of pelling words when you 
don ' t know wha t tho se words 
mean and don ' t have enough 
English vocabulary to make even 
one complete sentence. I labeled 
object throughout the house with 
tick-on note , and we read from 

the stacks of books that our church 
children had donated. 

Fikret and Azemira attended 
English classes while Armin, the 
four-year-old, was in daycare . 
People from our church also began 
to include the Besics in family 
activities . These social contacts 
helped them develop their English
language skills more quickly. 

Two weeks after their arrival, 
they were busily at work at our 
church' autumn fair. It was a per
fect opportunity for them to shop 
for items they needed in our big 
rummage sale, while in exchange 
they worked side by side with our 
kitchen crew, learning language 
and making friendships . Azemira 
burst out laughing when she saw 
Fikret up to his elbows in dirty 
di he . " o t in Bosnia! " she 
explained. 

A pre sing concern was the fami
ly's need for dental and medical 

"Not in Bosnia!" la ughs Azernira, 
amazed to see her husband, Fikret, in an 
apron washing dishes at the church. 

care, since neither had been readily 
available in Bosnia. We scheduled 
appointments . Injections were 
given. Cavities were filled. A nurse 
from our church helped with the 
coordination of care. A corporate 
executive and a computer pro
grammer provided transportation 
to the clinic. 

One of our church families finally 
found a map and a globe showing 
the present configuration of the 
Slavic countries. Soon we were 
learning from each other about 
geography and culture, about the 
world our Bosnians were just dis
covering-and the one they had 
left behind . We learned about 
hatred and w ar, loss and grief. 
Many tears were shed, especially 
when the Besics spoke of the 
destruction of their city and the 
deaths of friends . 

Then Fikret looked around at his 
new friends. "Why are you doing 
this for us? Why are you giving us 
so much?" he asked. "Because we 

b " love you, ecause we care, we 
answered. He quietly responded: 
"How can there be so much love? 
In our country, there is only hate." 

Azernira, Fikret, and Ena Besic with a 
friendly counselor at Slo;e Farm, tile Troy 
Conference camp. 

Expecting the Unexpected 
As the famil y's language skills 
developed, we began the process of 
job hunting. A t firs t I felt over
whelmed at the prospect of finding 
jobs for an en g ineer and a 
teacher- tw o p rofessional wi th
out credentials in the United States. 
I began to wonder if we were in 
over our heads, and I sought out 
our pastor. "Where 's your fai th?" 
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he challenged me. "You're not the 
one in charge. Jus t let go and trust 
God. " Then xt Sunday, a man 
whom I hardly know asked, "How 
can I help?" He was an ngineer! 

There are many storie I could 
te ll-and a ll of them powerful 
reminders tha t God has been at 
work with us, side by side. ot too 
long ago, Armin began half-day 
kindergarten . Finding suitable 
transporta tion from the chool to 
his daycare center proved to be a 
problem. For the first week, mem
bers of our Mission Ministry Team 
provided transportation. On a day 
when it was my turn, I waited for 
Armin on the playground-and 
prayed . An older man cam e and 
sat beside me and spoke of the lit
tle girl for whom he was waiting, 
his granddaughter. I knew instant
ly that he was the one to ask for 
help. I explained our situation and 
volunteered to pay him. "You're an 
answer to m y prayer," he sa id . 
"I've needed a little extra money to 
pay for gas. I knew God would help 
me!" His name was Angel Garcia. 

As I sa t at m y computer this 
morning, putting the final touches 
on this piece, the telephone rang. It 
was John Detwyler, in need of fur
niture for another refugee family. 
The woman had been a pharmacist 
in Bosnia and would be seeking a 
job in a few months. Moments 
later, the phone rang again. This 
time it was a church friend won
dering if we could use the beds, 
tables, and sofa that she was mov
ing from her mother's house. Jane 
and her husband, Jim, are both 
pharmacists; so I told her of this 
new family. "No problem!" she 
said. "Jim just hired a refugee as a 
pharmacy technician and will be 
needing more skilled he lp ." By 
now, I expect the unexpected. 

The World Is Our Neighbor 
Becoming involved in refugee 
rese ttlem ent is one of the mos t 

Ena Besic on her bunk bed at Skye Farm, the Troy Conference camp. 

important s teps our church has 
taken in recent years. We've been 
able to experience mission ministry 
first hand . While coming into a 
close relationship with other chil
dren of God from far beyond our 
little town, we've become more 
open to the needs of those right 
here in our community. We no 
longer see boundaries. The world 
is our neighbor. 

There's a new awareness among 
us that where there's a will, God 
will find a way. And now new 
avenues of minis try have been 
opened to us. When we began the 
task of locating used furnishings 
for our refugees, we soon discov
ered how much "s tuff" people 
have to dispose of. Used items con
tinued to be donated, and we 
offered to help victims of fires or 
other emergencies. Word spread: 
"If you need help, call the Delmar 
United Methodist Church." 
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Almost single-handedly, we fur
nished a 30-resident halfway house 
that was s truggling to become 
operational. Frequently, we assis t 
women who are in transition from 
supported living to independent 
apartments. The women who run 
the thrift shop at our church not 
only assist our refugees with cloth
ing selection at no charge but also 
help other people from our com
munity who can't afford outfits 
appropriate for job interviews. 

A s we've reached out to the 
world community and to the com
munity around us, we've discov
ered the generosity of our people 
and the faithfuJness of God to lead 
us when we say yes! 0 

Knren Pass is a member of the Mission 
Ministry Team of the First United 
Methodist Church of Delmar, NY. 
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10t When two dreams converge, great 
th· things can happen. Such is the case 
lso in the Skagit Valley of Washington 
m· State, where a daycare center for 
its children of migrant workers grew 

from the concern of berry-farm 
he · owners and the vision of a United 
m· Methodist pastor. 
1v· Mike and Jean Youngquist-of 
>le Mike and Jean's Berry Farm-had 
3d dreamed of providing safe, conve

nient daycare for the children 
whose parents work in their fields. 
The Rev. Muriel Miller, pastor of 
Burlington United Methodist 

in Church, had long ago envisioned a 
~d day when her aging congregation 

would bustle with children. Soon 

by Patricia A. Schug 

after Miller and the Youngquists 
came together, a daycare center 
was born. 

It took some work to bring the 
center to life. The church's light, 
spacious basement and nice-sized 
yard were perfect for a daycare 
center, but the mostly elderly con
gregation had misgivings. In the 
1970s, this congregation had 
moved to its current cement struc
ture because the newer building 
promised many maintenance-free 
years. A daycare center would 
require a complete remodeling job. 
Would the congregation be willing 
to upgrade the facility? 

The answer was yes. 
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Miller sees it as nothing short of a 
miracle. "Every day I come here, I 
see a miracle," she said. "God gave 
us these children to care for, and 
we're doing it." 

The Berry Good School 
With the opening last summer of 
the Berry Good School in the 
church's basement, migrant work
ers now have a convenient option 
for their children's daycare . Not 
only is the school located within a 
short walking distance of the 
migrant camp, it also accepts chil
dren from infancy through age 11. 
This age span is significant, as 
many of the other migrant daycare 
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Rebecca Sanchez, the cook nt the Berry 
Good School, knows the value of education. 
Page 37: Mike and Jean 's Berry Farm. 

centers in the area accept children 
only up to age 6. Children younger 
than 12 a re n o t a llowed in the 
fields. So there was no place for 
migrant kids ages 6 to 11 to go in 
the summer before the Berry Good 
School began. 

The migrants who work for Mike 
and Jean's Berry Farm harvest and 
process strawberries, raspberries, 
cauliflower, and cucumbers. The 
season can last up to five months. 
"Many of the families who come 
here live somewhat stable lives," 
Jean Youngquist said, "mostly in 
the Imperial Valley of California. 
When it gets hot down there, they 
come up here to work." A signifi
cant number of the 350 Berry Farm 
w orkers have been making the 
journey north to Washington for 
more than eight years. "But there 
are others who are truly in limbo," 
she added . "Th ey don ' t know 
where they will work next year or 
where they w ill live." 

It's not typical for growers to 
concern themselves with their 
migrant workers' daycare needs. 
There are othe r agencies-the 
Migrant Council, for one-to deal 
with such matters. But because the 

Youngquists have developed rela
tionships wi th their workers and 
ten d to hire families ra ther than 
single men, they saw a need for 
convenient childcare. So they went 
to Burlin g ton United Method is t 
Church for help. 

"These were churchgoers from 
ano ther denom in ation who came 
to us saying they wanted to care 
for their worker s by p rov idin g 
childcare for them," said Miller. 
"The Youngquists were willing to 
work hard and to take a monetary 
risk to start this daycare center." 

A $25,000 grant the Youngquists 
rece ived from the Washing ton 
State Child Care Facility Fund was 
u sed to up g ra de much o f the 
church facility. The school must 
remain in business for at least five 
years or the grant money must be 
repaid. An additional low-interest 
loan of $25,000 was received to 
cover the school ' s op erating 
expenses. 

"It costs us about $100 per child 
for the summer season," Miller 
said. "So we need to run either full 
or close to full (26 to 30 kids) in 
order for the state to reimburse 
each child's tuition cos ts. " The 
Berry Good School met these num
bers this past summer with chil
dren from the migrant camp . 
During the school year, these 
places are filled by children from 
the Burlington community. 

The school is managed by direc
tor Joanne Olson, who has 30 years 
of experience in running daycare 
centers. Her office is set up in the 
church's food pantry. 

The Berry Good children, most of 
whom are Hispanic, receive much 
more than babysitting. They follow 
an educational curriculum that 
includes lessons in science, vocabu
lary, and writing, as well as exer
cises to develop motor skills . 
Recently, three computers with 
educational software were donated 
to the Berry Good School. Children 
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are a lso occasionally treated to 
visits from area artists, musicians, 
and storytellers. 

"The kids really want to be in 
this daycare center," Jean Young
quist said, as she related a story of 
a girl cryin g because she didn' t 
want to leave the center to go to 
regular school. "We need to find 
ways to ensure that all children get 
daycare," she added . 

Though the cost to the migrant 
workers for daycare is a state co
payment of only $5 per month per 
child, some parents choose to keep 
their children at the migrant camp 
w ith other siblings or grandpar
ents rather than p ay the fee. 
Additionally, some of the workers 
d o not have the proper s ta te
required documentation to qualify 
for daycare assis tance. To h elp 
both these groups, the Youngquists 
have es tablished a scholarship 
fund to cover monthly fees and 
allow all children access to daycare 
at the Berry Good School. 

Education-A Way Out 
"Our workers know that education 
is the route to a stable environ
ment," Jean Youngquist pointed 
out. "And they're working to see 
that their kids get that kind of 
environment. This daycare center 
is one place where educational 
opportunities can take place." 

Rebecca Sanchez, the cook at the 
Berry Good School, knows the 
value of education. She grew up in 
a family of eight girls and six boys. 
When she was 14 years old, her 
family started working in the fields 
of the Pacific Northwest. They 
would travel from their home base 
in Texas and stay in Washington 
from March to October. 

" I didn' t get much schooling 
because of work," Sanchez said. "I 
would miss school the whole time 
we were in Washington." Sanchez 
left migrant work when she mar
ried her husband Alberto in 1968, 
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and they settled in Washington to 
raise a family. 

"I got tired of going from here to 
Texas," she explained. " I didn' t 
want my kids out of school or 
changing schools because of 
work." Thanks to her hard work 
and that of her husband, their 
seven children have remained in a 
stable school environment, having 
moved only once within the State 
of Washington. 

Despite the recognition that edu
cation is a way out of the migrant 
stream, many workers also recog
nize the value US wages can bring 
to their lives back home in Mexico. 
"Many people may live in Mexico 
and have working rights in the 
United States," said Youngquist. 
"In Mexico, they earn $5-8 for a full 
day's wages. Here they can earn 
minimum wage and make in one 
day more than what would be a 
week's wages in Mexico." 

As a result, she said, "they come 
up here, earning US wages for 3 to 
5 months. Then they can take that 
money back to Mexico. It's also 
clear to see why many commute, 
crossing the border [into the United 
States] at 4 A.M. to catch a bus to 
take them to their jobs. These 
Mexican workers who cross the 
border pay taxes in the United 
States but get no benefits in 
return," she added. 

Youngquist and others acknowl
edge that "the end of the legal 
immigration process as we know 
it" may be near. If so, widespread 
changes that could radically alter 
the workforce are sure to follow. 
This leaves the obvious question: 
Then who will pick the crops in the 
United States? As of yet, there are 
no clear answers. 

In the meantime, as adults specu
late about the future, children at 
the Berry Good School have other 
important business to attend to, 
such as building blocks and model
ing clay, finger paints and songs. 

BURLINGTON 

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

PASTOR 
MURIEL S. MILLER 

R WORSttlP ··· 10:00 AM 
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No matter which side of the border 
they're on, they are still children. 
And the Berry Good School is 
making an important difference in 
their lives. 0 

Patricia A. Schug, a writer living in 
Seattle, is director of communications 
for the Pacific Northwest Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. 

The Berry Good School is located at Burlington United Methodist 
Church. Mail should be addressed to the pastor: The Rev. Muriel 
Miller, 616 S. Anacortes, Burlington, WA, 98233. Phone: 360-755-0277. 

The Berry Good School provides educational hands-on activities. 
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AfricaJl Refugee by Denise Johnson Stovall 

Returning Rwandan refugees cross the Rusumo Bridge fro m Tanzania to Rwanda: 
December 1996. 
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A t a vid eo arca d e in Dallas, a 
group of children crowd around a 
computer screen, as a youngs ter 
p re tends to "zap " the so-called 
enemies in the video game who are 
threatening friends and family. 

Most of the children scream with 
d elight over this typica l child 's 
play-all except Selemani Ruban 
Johnson. 

Selemani, a 12-year-old African 
boy from Rwanda, b acks away 
from the crow d, preferring a less 
violent video game. 

When the other children see this, 
they shrug their shoulders, think
ing that Selemani is not very 
friendly. However, what the crowd 
has no way of knowing is that this 
game of "kill or be killed" is not 
Selemani ' s idea of fun . It is a 
reminder of the life he once knew 
some four years ago when two 
warring African tribes in Rwanda 
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espoused the philosophy of "kill or As a 
be killed," tearing apart his original 
homeland. uka 

Because one of his parents was am8 
Hutu and the other was Tutsi, hil 
Selemani says he was not taught to am]j 
hate either tribe. He belonged to a 'hell , 
loving family. His father was a pro
fessional singer; his mother, a sec
ondary-school teacher. Following 
threats on their lives from the war
ring tribes, they fled their home 
and the family became separated. 
In the mids t of the fighting, 
Selemani 's p arents and brother 
were killed. 

When Selemani learned that he 
might be next, he ran away- just 
as hundreds of other children did. 
They crossed a body of water and 
walked miles into the Centra l 



African country then known a 
Zaire (now named the Democratic 
Republic of Congo) . 

Suddenly, Selemani found him
self one of thousands of unaccom
panied children. These children 
had no family. They had no person-
al possessions. They had no home. 

"When I was in the camp, I had 
nothing," Selemani said . "But there 
we learned that there were some 
people who wanted to help us. We 
learned that they were American 
church people. 

"But I did not know there were 
Americans that looked like me
un til I met her," Selemani said, 
pointing to Mil Dred Johnson, his 
American "mama." 

A member of Camp Wisdom 
United Methodist Church in Dallas 
and a veteran educator and pro
gram director for the Dallas Public 
Schools, Johnson had come to 
Selemani's refugee camp to help 
children in crisis as a Volunteer for 
Africa. This short-term mission 
effort, sponsored by the General 
Board of Global Ministries, provid-
ed assistance in three Zaire refugee 
camps located in Goma, Uvira, and 
Bukavu. 

As a member of Team 14, Johnson 
was assigned to the town of 
Bukavu. When she entered the 
camp there, she was surrounded by 
children screaming "Jambo! 
Jambo!" Jambo is Swahili for 
"hello." Everyone wanted some
thing-all except Selemani. 

"When the crowds went away, 
he came up to me," Johnson recalls. 
"Speaking in broken English, he 
said: "Hello! How are you?" 

"An African child speaking 
English?" Johnson wondered. "I 
could not believe it! You could tell 
he came from a good home. He 
wanted to take care of me-not 
have me take care of him. He want-

' ed. to carry my bag of books and he 
w anted to assist me up and down 
'the rocky hills." 

During her sessions teaching the 
children English and reading, 
Johnson immediately noted that 
Selemani was a very bright child. 
He spoke some English, flu ent 
French, and Swahili as well as his 
Rwandan dialect. 

One day, following a reading les
son for all the children, Selemani 
said something that would change 
her life forever. 

"I want to be your boy," he said. 
"I want to attend school and learn 
English." 

Thinking back on that moment, 
Johnson smiled a big, motherly 
smile and admitted: "It was then I 
knew that I had to find a way to get 
that boy home!" 

It wasn't easy. But Johnson's pas
tor is m y husband, the Rev. L. 
Charles Stovall. In 1996, with our 
assistance-and with the help of 
family, friends, bishops, and other 
officials of The United Methodist 
Church-Selemani became her lit
tle boy. Now he has a ready-made 
family of a mother, father, live-in 
grandmother, three adult sisters, a 
grown niece, and a teenaged 
nephew. 

A very bright young man who 
loves reading, math, and science, 
Selemani wasted no time in adapt
ing to an American way of life . 
Already speaking four languages, 
he is presently learning to speak 
Spanish. 

In May 1997, Johnson received 
what she said was the best 
Mother ' s Day gift ever: official 
adoption papers for her "baby 
boy." Looking back on her struggle 
to have Selemani legally admitted 
to the United States to become her 
son, she said it might not have been 
so difficult if African American 
United Methodists would take a 
more active role in alleviating the 
plight of African refugees. During a 
meeting at Southern Methodist 
University, she was told by activists 
in refugee ministries that, out of the 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH / APRIL 1998 

75,683 refugees admitted to the 
United States in 1996 (of a 90,000 
ceiling), only 10 percent were 
natives of Africa. 

"I would like to see more African 
refugees allowed into the United 
States if they are searching for a bet~ 
ter way of life," Johnson sa id . 
"After my experience as a 
Volunteer for Africa, I've decided to 
advocate for African refugees. They 
are God's children, too." 

Johnson said Selemani's adoption 
is a wonderful example of how 
United Methodists of all races can 
work together to make a strong 
impact on children of warring eth
nic groups, showing them how to 
become loving children of God. 

Watching Selemani learn a United 
Methodis t hymn wi th his ne w 
friends at Camp Wisdom, I agree. 

Through United Methodists like 
Mil Dred Johnson, African refugee 
children will soon forget their atti
tude of "kill or be killed." They will 
learn to "love and be loved ." 0 

Denise Stovall assis ted Mi l Dred 
John son in bringing Selemani to 
America. She is the director of corpo
rate commun ication fo r Unit ed 
Methodist Reporter Communications 
in Dallas, Texas. 

Selemani with the author, Denise John son 
Stovall. See the Editor ' Colu11111 for the 
rest of the story. 
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The following lis t provides ideas 
about how to energize people for 
mission awareness all year long. 

Pray Without Ceasing 
We all believe that there is power in 
prayer. The two resources listed 
below enable you to lift up mission 
concerns all year long. The adult 
Prayer Calendar enables you to pray 
daily for particular persons in mis
sion, places of mission, and mission 
projects . The Children 's Prayer 
Calendar encourages children to 
develop an intercessory prayer life, 
praying for the children of mission
aries and for projects that minister 
to children. Consider holding a 
churchwide prayer vigil. Keep the 
church open for a designated time 
period-2-6 PM on Sunday, for 
example-and encourage people to 
come in as they are able to pray for 
church mission emphases. 

Resources: The Prayer Calendar 
(#2651) and the Children's Prayer 
Calendar (#2516) 

Feast or Fast 
One local church sponsors a mis
sion dinner for a " dime a dip ." 
Members of the mission committee 
donate favorite dishes. You can eat 
all you want of whatever is there 
for 10 cents per spoonful. Another 
church holds an all-you-can-eat 
chili supper. Volunteers donate a 
pot of their best chili. For a small 
fee, you can sample the varieties, 

with the proceeds going to support 
a mission project. 

Another way to raise awareness 
about mission is to have a fast For 
example, you might have a 9-hour 
fast in which you donate the pro
ceeds from two missed meals to a 
mission project. A communal fast 
may include some time for mission 
education-for example, showing a 
film or reading and discussing 
mission-study materials. 

Resources: New World Outlook and 
Response magazines, Mission 
Magazine videos. 

Protest and Advocate 
Mission involves not only feeding 
the hungry but finding out why 
hunger exists and working to 
change the conditions that create it. 
Thus mission awareness and 
involvement lead us to speak out 
against injustices. Inhumane condi
tions are found not only in far-off 
civil wars and refugee camps. They 
are also present in the lives of those 
forced to choose either time-limited 
public assistance or a low-wage job 
with no benefits. 

Become an advocate for justice. 
Write a letter to a public servant or 
a church leader. 

Resources: Speaking Out in the 
Public Space (#2517) ; Putting 
Children and Th eir Families First 
(#2627); Breaking Wall s/Building 
Bridges (#2646) 
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Relate and Recruit 
"How can people know the good 
news unless they are told?" 
(Romans 10:14) Mission education 
involves inviting people to work in 
mission service. There are many 
ways to serve, but not enough peo
ple know how they can utilize their 
skills. It is crucial to help children 
and youth understand the many 
mission-service opportunities. 

Help ensure that your entire con
gregation knows what it means to 
serve as a US-2, a mission intern, a 
deaconess, a rural chaplain, or a 
missionary. Invite a mission speak
er to your worship service. Also 
have that speaker visit Sunday
school classes and various church 
committees so that members can 
gain a clear understanding of the 
tasks related to mission service. 

Resources: Videos: Here I Am, Lord 
(purchase from EcuFilm: 1-800-251-
4091) and Whom Shall I Send? 
(Borrow from your conference sec
retary or conference audiovisual •········· 
center, or purchase from EcuFilm); 
Young Adult Mission Service 
Opportunities (English #5024; 
Spanish #5150). 

*Resources with a stock number in 
parentheses are available from The 
United Methodist Service Center, 
7820 Reading Road, Caller No. 
1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 
Order toll free at: 1-800-305-9857 or 
FAX orders to: 1-513-761-3722. 
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Racial Ethnic Minority Fellowship 

Who: UM Communications seeks a recent 
college or seminary graduate. 
What: UMCom offers a full-time, one-year 
fellowship providing a salary of $30,000, 
benefits, moving expenses, and travel. 
Where: The fellowship recipient will work 
alongside an experienced communicator 
in an annual conference. 
When: Deadline for applications: March 
30, 1998. The fellowship begins July 1, 
1998, for a 12- month period. 
Why: To help remedy the lack of ethnic 
minority persons in communications lead
ership positions. 
Next Step: For information and an appli
cation, contact REM Fellowship Committee 
at 1-888-CRT-4UMC. 

''WE'RE BUILDING OUR CHURCH 
RIGHT NOW! 

The preferred experts in United Methodist church financing. Churches 
are and have been our only borrowers since our founding in 1960. That's why 
we can be attentive to your particular financial needs and help you bring your 
plans and dreams to fulfillment. 

More than just great rates. Because we're part of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, we are familiar with demographics and program planning, 
architecture, and capital fund raising, and can refer you to other members of 
our GBGM team for assistance if desired. 

Part of a team, a link in the Connection. Church financing isn't something 
we've added on to banking in order to satisfy regulators. Congregational financ
ing is our mission. 

Know where your money goes. Your interest payments go back to United 
Methodist investors who support church extension through their purchase of 
UMDF notes. UMDF expenses are paid from interest income as well; we receive 
no apportionment dollars. 

We finance new construction, renovations, 
additions, relocations, and parsonages. 

Current mortgage rates:* 

First units 7. 7 5 % per year 
All other projects 8.25% per year 
*Rates are subject to change at any lime. 

Call, write, or visit our website. Begin a relationship with UMDF, 
the preflm-ed lender to United Methodist churches. 
1 (212) 870 3865 
Suite 1519, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
bit p:!!gbg111-11mc.orglu11ils/evgrowlb/J1111dfbtml 

United Methodist 
Development Fund 
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Resources to Expand 

YOUR Vl~IO~ 
fOR ~1~~10~ ~ 
General Board of Global 
Ministries • The United 
Methodist Church 

Print l!e~ource~ 
I Service Center Catalog 

Annual listing of all mission resources, includ
ing brochures, audiovisuals, and study books. 
(free) 

2 New World Outlook 
Mission Magazine of The United Methodist 
Church. Covers global concerns with colorful 
photos and posters, timely articles, and news of 
mission projects and personnel. ( $12 - 6 issues) 

3 Prayer Calendar 
A calendar designed to guide prayer for God's 
mission with listings of mission personnel and 
projects. ($6.50) 

4 Children's Prayer Calendars 
A packet of 8 pocket calendars with missionary 
children's addresses and birthdays, so children 
can begin a worldwide correspondence. ($8 ) 

5 Response 
Magazine of United Methodist Women with 
monthly Bible studies and program ideas. 
($10 - 11 issues) 

6 Steps for the Leader of Missions in the Local 
Church 
Folder with ideas and guidance. (free) 

'i' Great Ideas for Local Church Mission Leaders 
Booklet containing mission-minute talks; 
promotion, publicity, and fundraising ideas; 
programs; and stories. ( $3) 

8 Partnership in Missions Catalog 
Listing of 2,000 Advance projects. ( $3) 

9 Mission Means 
Monthly packet of mission-minute talks, stories, 
program ideas, new literature. ($11 - 9 issues) 

10 Great Mission Ideas for Workers with Children 
Paper-and-pencil mission activities. Programs, 
stories, and fundraising ideas. Six lesson plans 
and other activities for ages 5-8 and 9-12. ($3) 

flectronic ~edia l!e~ource~ 
I Mission Magazine Video subscription 

Thirty-minute videos fe turing stories of 
Christian witness from around the world. 
($39 - 4 videos; or individually @$19.95) 

2 MISSIONFAX 
Updates on countries, mission services, etc., 
available through fa x-back service. 
Call 1-800-793-5415. 

3 Website http://gbgm-umc.org 

4 UMCOR hotline 1-800-841-1235 

5 General Mission Information 
1-800-UMC-GBGM 
1-800-862-4246 

6 Service Center 
1-800-305-9857 or 1-513-761-2100 

Resources available from Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Caller 
No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. Order by calling toll-free 
1-800-305-9857 or address inquiries to 1-513-761-2100. For general 
mission resource information, write to: Promotion Office, General 
Board of Global Ministries, Room 1472, 475 Riverside Drive, NY, NY 
10115, or call 212-870-3784. 
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