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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
' 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. -Isaiah 9:2 

Christmas comes to the Northern Hemisphere three days after the win
ter solstice, the day of least light. In Fairbanks, Alaska-Methodism 's 
n orthernmost outpost in North America-Christmas Day, dawn to 
dusk, brings less than three hours of daylight. Yet in Fairbanks-and all 
around the Alaska Missionary Conference of The United Methodist 
Church-the light of faith shines through the longest nights and w arms 
the coldest shores. 

So travel to Alaska this Christmas through the pages of New World 
Outlook. Look and listen as missionaries of the AMC-pastors and laity 
from conferences across the connection-show us how to make our 
light shine forth in darkness. Let them illuminate your Christmas with 
stories of witness and wonder near the North Pole. 

First, Billy Still, the Conference Superintendent, orients us to the 
AMC, spotlighting the striking contrasts of its land and climate and the 
great diversity of its people. Then James Campbell and Robert Bowers 
introduce us to the Yupik and Inupiat peoples who are struggling to 
preserve their subsistence values in a consumer-oriented culture. The 
Yupiks are also part of the church's outreach to Russia-reaching out 
across the Bering Sea to bring the Christian faith to kinfolk in Siberia. 

Next we meet four Alaskan congregations: one in Fairbanks and three 
near Anchorage (in Chugiak, Girdwood, and Soldotna). They have per
fected warm, glow ing ways to welcome the stranger, bid farewell to 
the friend, and joyfully expand the church 's ministry and mission. 
From the Anchorage area, John and Bonnie Campbell shepherd us 
westward across the Aleutian Islands to Unalaska, a remote spot whose 
Methodist history has brightened the area for more than a century. 

Finally, we hear the stories of four churches blessed by Volunteers in 
Mission . The lay and clergy volunteers who built United Method ist 
sanctuaries in Willow and Seward, Sunday sch ool classroom s in 
Juneau, and a church and parsonage in Unalaska show us how we can 
help one another build Christ's kingdom on Earth. 

Before leaving the far north, savor James A. Campbell's poem, "The 
Seed Waiting," on our poster. Also experience a Tongan Christmas suc
cessfully transplanted to Alaska. Then breathe in the reborn hope of 
Christmas in the missionary stories that follow: Paul Jeffrey's story of 
how returning refugees are finding new hope in Guatemala; Marilyn 
Beecher ' s s tor y of h ow Chris tmas-lon g s uppressed b y the 
Communists-is being reclaimed in Bulgaria; and the story of Caring 
Sch wenk 's warm, bright Christmas with the Ae ta p eople in the 
Philippines. 

Christmas is, indeed, the reconciliation of opposites- "The Advent of 
the Impossible." So, after leaving the land by whose fa r shores East 
meets West, join Christie House as she interprets anew the miracle of 
how a child born out of pain, brought forth from darkness, can lead us 
into the peaceable kingdom of light. - Alma Graham 

PHOTO/ART CREDITS: 4-6-Jim Fe llers • 7-Kelly Vickery, Kelly's 49 th Photo • 8-ja mes A. 
Campbell • 9-Stephen Goldstein • 10-jam es A. Ca mpbell • 11-(background photo) Faye Wtlson, 
(foreground photo) Robert D. Bowers • 12-13-Robert D. Bowers, historic photo provided courtesy 
Community United Methodist Church • 14-18-Courtesy of the congrega tions fea tured • 19-
Courtesy the Unalaska UMC • 20-Kelly Vickery, KeUy's 49th Photo • 21-Courtesy the Unalaska 
UMC • 22-23, 26-27-Courtesy of the congrega tions fea tured • 24-Nancy Qwgley • 30-33-PauJ 
Jeffrey • 34-37-Courtesy Marilyn Beecher, Ca rlos and Esther Otero • 38-39-Courtesy Tongan 
FeUowsrup, Anchor Park UMC • 40---Courtesy Caring Schwenk • 42-SpeciaJ thanks to Benjanl.in 
Alexander Rowan Stevens, posing at age 3 months wi th ru aunt, Dor thy Rowan, GBGM staff mem
ber • 44-Art by Roger Sadler. 
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9V1troduciV1g the ~laska 
}VlissioV10tr0 CoV1fereV1ce 

b0 (Ji/10 Still 
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There was a tiip.e~~• 
wife, Ann" and I a 

exciting in store for 
also sure it was on the No 
American continent. This w 
conviction born of prayer, 
fear. I finally agreed to . 
in prayerfully listening 
iiew word from the Lord. 

One year later, we were li,,,.·, ... n i;.i 

in Nikiski, Alaska. We had been 
appointed to serve the North 
Star United Methodist Church,. 
a part of the Alaska Missionary 
Conference (AMC). On our first more 
Sunday, we were greeted by 12 mass 
people who worshiped in a this v 
trailer. Our home was the trailer 600,lX 
next door. Ten miles down the confe 
road was a sign that said: grega 
"Caution: End of the Road." tered 

That was 1981. It is now 1995. the A 
The decision to come to Alaska ship , 
was one of the most powerful tions 
and positive decisions of our Univ1 

lives. Our children have been Servi 



raised here. They cannot imag
ine life without the beautiful 
flowers of Alaskan summers, 
the power of a cold w inter 
storm, moose in the yard, and 
the peace that comes from 
watching snow grow d eep 
around our home. 

Striking Contrasts 
When asked to describe the 
ministry of the AMC, I am 
struck by the drama found in 
great contrasts. Alaska is both 
old and new. It is an ancient 
land filled with mountains and 
volcanoes, often stirred from 
beneath by earthquakes. It is the 
home of ancient cultures created 
by native peoples whose 
descendants seek to retain their 

IM:lt'itv in a ra idly changing 

verything seems new. The 
t city · chorage, which 

the sta e' s 
est United 

church in Anchorage 
rated its fiftieth anniver-
in 1994. The founding pas

preached. In many rural 
unities, you can visit the 

J homesteaders. They live 
to native peoples whose 
tors came here countless 

~also offers striking con
between large and small. 

AMC embraces the entire 
te of Alaska, which covers 

more than 16 percent of the land 
mass of the United States. Yet 
this vast land is home to only 
600,000 people. Our missionary 
conference consists of 28 con
gregations and several unchar
tered fellowships. In addition, 
the AMC maintains a relation
ship with a number of institu
tions, such as Alaska Pacific 
University, Alaska Children's 
Services, Nome Community 

Center, and the Wesleyan 
Rehabilitation Center. 

The AMC's 28 congregations 
are served by pastors who are 
affiliate members of the AMC 
and who hold their conference 
membership in 19 different con
ferences. Some congregations 
are served b y Volunteers in 
Mission (VIMs), retired pastors 
serving as interims, and part
time local pastors. When these 
churches gather, they do so in at 
least six different langu ages. 
The church I last pastored had 
members who represented 
seven languages and spoke 
many more. Each week, wor
ship was celebrated in both 
Tongan and English. 

It is a marvelous thing to look 
out over a congregation and to 
~Native Americans of Alaska; 

ioneers and their children; 
workers who have arrived on 
specific, limited-term job 
assignments; and people from 
all over the earth. My mind 
swirls when I consider the 
tremendous diversity found in 
the small population of this 
huge place. Most of us are 
immigrants. We have come to 
Alaska in search of a new life in 
anew land. 

Particular Opportunities 
The United Methodist Book of 
Discipline says: "A conference is 
a Missionary Conference 
because of its particular mission 
opportunities, its limited mem
bership and resources, its 
unique leadership require
ments, its strategic regional o 
language considerations, and 
ministerial needs. The General 
Board of Global Ministries shall 
provide administrative guid
ance and major financial assis
tance including attention to the 
distinctive property matters." 
(BOD <]! 659) 

Let us think for a minute about 
the "particular mission oppor
tunities" of the AMC. We ar 
currently in search of a pa§ tfo 
serve in a remote village in the 
Alaskan interior. Tliis pas r 
w ill face tremendous chal
lenges: a cold, dark winter; iso
lation from the conveniences of 
urban life; and a culture that is 
new and different from any 
known before. The new pastor 
will receive subsistence-level 
compensation, provided largely 
in terms of goods, services, and 
airplane tickets. 

Another pastor is needed to 
serve a church on an island in 
southeastern Alaska. There, the 
weather is wet, while hearts are 
open and warm. This congrega
tion has existed for almost 100 
years. It has a long history of 
creative ministry to outlying 
areas the~ 
ate co ty. 

"ntere is also a middl~ 
suburban congregation searCh
ing for a new pastor. It is a lot 
like many congregations across 
the United States, but its mem
bers cope with extra burdens of 
cold, darkness, and snow. 

These three new pastors will 
have the great joy of speaking 
the word of hope found in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to a par
ticular people in a particular 
place. All will have the opportu
nity of joyful, creative living 
filled with new learnings. 

Special Joys and Challenges 
Although village life offers its 
pedal joys and challen ges, 

most of our congregations have 
much in common. They are 
filled with people who are sepa
rated from their extended fami· 
ly. There are particular stressors 
that come from a separation 
enforced by many miles and the 
many dollars needed for airfare. 
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Our churches have n large and 
rapid turnover as the people in 
our transient culture move from 
p lace to place, job to job. This 
provides the church w ith the 
chance to becom e family and 
community to its members in a 
way I have not known before. 

A large percentage of our 
church members are previously 
unchurched. Therefore, we are 
always participants in the faith 
development of adults. I have 
often had the joy of celebrating 
first Communion with adults in 
Alaskan churches. They bring a 
sense of new energy and vitali
ty to the church as they come to 
know the grace of Communion 
for the first time. 

The churches of the AMC also 
h ave the opportunity to be 
involved in the development of 
a new sta te . Alaska became a 
s ta te in 1959. Many matters 
other states take for granted are 
still under consideration here. 
Last year, more than 85 percent 
of our state revenues were relat
ed to the oil industry. How will 
we divers ity this economy? 
How will w e celebrate the 
incredible contribution the oil 
industry has made to the devel
opment of Alaska while speak
ing a word of concern for the 
environment and fo r indige
nous cultures? It is not an easy 
thing for the church to know 
h ow to care for our primary 
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source of employment .and rev
enue while we speak a strong 
word for justice. 

A Missionary Conference I 
Why are we a missionary con- _ 
ference? At one time, it was 
because of distance and the dif
ficult y of our appointments. 
Today, most of our appoint
ments are on the road system. 
Distance is easily bridged by 
modern means of communica
tion and travel. Travel, though 
expensive, is much cheaper and 
easier than it once was . My 
extended family lives in 
Mississippi, and I am only 12 
hours away. 

We are a missionary confer
ence because 28 churches can-
not easily or effectively stand 

1 
alone . The United Methodist 
connection is the historic source 

·of our institutional strength. 
That connection relies on a large 
enough body of people and 
churches to spread the opportu
nity for new mission and the 
costs of maintaining buildings 
and institutions . Twenty-eight 
churches are not a broad 
enough supportive constituency 
for our mission and ministry. At 
this point, we have not granted 
ourselves the right of confer
ence membership. This is due 
primarily to the small size of 
our conference. Drawing clergy 
from all over the connection 
brings a life and vitality to our 
ministry that is invaluable. 
While we are looking for new 
and creative ways to offer mem
bership, we will continue to 
draw clergy leadership from the oe: 
wider United Methodis t con
nection. 

In 1977, 60 percent of our con
ference budget came in grants 
from the National Program 
Divison of the General Board of 
Global Minis tries . Only 4 



-

percent of our 1996 budget will 
come from the NPD. Toda , the 
larger church' primary financial 
inve tment in the AMC i 
through the Ad' ance and 

olunteer-in-Mis ion teams. We 
are moving tm ard a new auton
om . While e celebrate the 
beauty and po er of the historic 
connection that is our , ' e join 
the re t of nited Methodism in 
looking for wa to adapt to the 
realities of a ne world- for us, 
a ' orld that in ol e both 
ancient culture and E-mail, 
both oil companie and people 
" ho hunt and fish to feed their 
familie , both urban churche 
and · olated island parishes. 

I am con inced that all 
Chri tian are mi ionarie . It 
doe n't matter where we find 

BERING 

PACIF C OCEAN 

our place of enrice. God call 
u to offer a ord of redemp
tion and peace in all times and 
places. I am also convinced that 
Ann a right. Alaska has been 
the place where God' ord has 
been po ken to us during the e 
da . The important thing i to 
li ten with jo ful anticipation 
for the ord of God calling 
each of u to our particular 
place of mis ion in the Bod of 
Christ.O 

The Rev. Billy till lza been the 
Conference Superintendent of the 
Ala ka Mi ionary Conference 
ince 1994. A member of the 

Mi is ippi Conference, Billy was 
comnzi ioned as an Ala ka mi -
sionary in 19 1. 

Are ou wondering how ou 
can become in ol ed in the life 
of the AJv1C? 

1. Pra for us. 
2. Con ider supporting an 

Ad an e Special project in 
Alaska (see page 28). 

3. Form a co enant relationship 
with an Ala kan pastor. 

4. If you are a pastor, the AMC 
i alwa s recruiting. 

5. Read this issue of ew 
World Outlook to learn more 
about ministrie of the AMC. 

It is our prayer that, as ou 
consider the work of the church 
in this particular place, ou will 
be called to new le els of com
mitment, wherever ou ma 
find our elf in mis ion. 
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The Chukotka Native Christian Ministry 
by James A. Campbell 

On several occasions traditional dances were shared between tlie Yupiks of Russia and the Yupiks of Alaska. Here, Della Waghiyi leads 
children in a traditional dance. al 

N ovoye Chap lino is a small 
Siberian village of indigenous 
Yupik people on the far north
eastern edge of Russia. A visit 
to the illage cemetery would 
witness to the heritage of the 
community-graves marked by 
rows and rows of Communist 
stars. Then, in 1994, one lone 
cross rose above a fre$hl y 
turned grave, marking the pass
ing of Nanook. Nanook had 
died committed to his Lord-a 
Lord he had come to love just a 
few months before. This new 
beginning came about because 
of a training event held by the 
Chukotka Native Christian 
Ministry, an ecumenical out-

reach that is supported by five 
denornina tions. 

Opening the Gates 
Shortly after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, the newly opened 
ga tes to the Russian Far Eas t 
encouraged a number of 
exchanges between cultures 
that, for 40 years, had been 
frozen a part by the Cold War. 
The Chukotka shores of north
eastern Siberia are less than 100 
miles aero s the Bering Strai t 
from the shores of Alaska. 
Already some contact had 
been made between Sib rian 
Yupik peoples in Russia and in 
Ala ka. John Waghiyi, the first 
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missionary of the Chukotka 
Native Christian Ministry, 
began a radio mini s try in 
Alaska that reached Siberian 
Yupik people in Rus ia. 

Still, it was not until the coop
erative efforts of five churche : 
Moravian, Evangelical Cov
enant, Presbyterian, United 
Methodist, and Lutheran and of 
the Wycliffe Bible Translator 
that a real mission outreach to 
the Siberian Yupiks began. 

At firs t, the Alaskan Yupik 
i its to Siberia were probe , 

reestablishing tie between fam
ily members who had been iso
lated from each other for more 
than a genera tion. It was in 

hr 
e 
01 



these visit that the Christian 
faith wa fir t shared. Th 
Alaskan Yupik were di cover
ing which small gathering in 
Siberia provid d opportunitie 
to har the Good New . 

Eventually, the visits becam 
r gular contacts with people 
who w re now genuin ly inter
e t d in the Christian faith. Th 
missionary effort of Tim 
Gologregen and Howard 
Slwooko had matured our 
work. Soon it wa time for us to 
bring inter ted people together 
for an int nse study of the 
Scripture and the faith. 

The Winds of Change 
The fir t training ev nt was 
h ld in March 1994 at Gambell 
Presbyterian Church on St . 
Lawr nee Island in th Bering 
Sea. Seventeen Ru ian Yupik 
were brought to the island. At 
times, a many as 100 people 
from Alaska participated in the 
events or in ev ning worship. 
Nanook came as on of the 
Ru sian participants. 

Not all of the 17 Yupik people 
that the Chukotka Native 
Chris tian Ministry brought to 

1 th fir t event were spiritually 
moved-at least, not at that 
moment. One of tho e who left 

' as skeptically a she came wa 
Vala. Vala went home with a 
Bible he was given, but he 
didn't begin to pursue its truths 
until the following Christmas. 
When Vala did begin to read 
the Scripture , she soon gath
ered around her four or fiv 
others to ponder the stories of 
God's love. Those four or five 
soon became 10, then 20. By 
March of this year, Vala had 
gathered 55 people for evening 
worship services and Bible 
tudy. 

Vala had ju t a Bible-no 
tudy helps, no in tructor, no 

televi ed 1 ons. Yet to listen to 
Vala is to xp rien e the po si
bilities of Penteco t for this day. 
In five months, the foundation 
for a n w church and Sunday 
school of 80 peopl was laid by 
one woman with a Bible. 

To thos who gath red to lead 
th econd training even t thi 
pa t May, the wonder of God's 
creating wa not xperienced 
simply in listening to the 
nuance of th subtle wind. It 
wa like b ing caught up in a 
spiritual torm. God was creat
ing faster than our ability to 
k pup. 

Missionaries to Russia 
Though I am dir ctor of this 
mini try to Russia, my ministry 
i not as a missionary to Siberia 
but as an administrator in 
Ala ka. Thi i a it should be. 
The Chukotka Native Christian 
Ministry wa formed to support 
Alaska's Siberian Yupik people 
as they reach out to their kin on 
the Russian ide of the B ring 
Sea. Thus, only indigenous per
sons go to Siberia to witne s to 
the Gospel as mi i naries. 

One of the e missionaries is 
United Methodist Della 
Waghiyi. Her late husband, the 
Rev. John Waghi yi, had a vi ion 
of a new native church emerg
ing from the Rus ian Yupiks . 
Hi idea was part of the spark 
that set the new ministry into 
motion. John died two y ars 
ago. This pa t August, Della 
went to Ru ia to work with the 
children of Novoye Chaplino. 
She took with her John' chalice 
and paten so that they might 
continue to hold the Com
munion elements of juice and 
bread in witne to Chri t 's 
presence amid tho who live in 
the wake ofJohn's vi ion. 

La t January, D ll a fl w to 
Nome, Ala ka, to participat in 

the production of 34 radio pro
gram that were beamed from 
N om to th indigenou -speak
ing p oples of Far Ea t rn 
Russia. Della ang the opening 
song u ed in each broadca t: 
"We've a Story to Tell to th 
Nations." Sh ang it from The 
United Methodist Hy11111nl, tran -
lating it into Yupik on the spot. 

In truth, the Chukotka Nativ 
Chri tian Mini try i the 1 a t
know n part of Th United 
Methodi t Church' outreach to 
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the peoples of Russia. It is 
directed toward what seems a 
remote area, even though north
eastern Siberia is less than 100 
miles from the coast of the 
northwestern United States. 
Perhaps because this Russian 
region is so remote, word is just 
now coming to the world's 
attention about the desperate 
need for food and other necessi
ties-needs that have greatly 
multiplied since the fall of the 
Soviet Union. When Della 
Waghiyi went to this region for 
ministry in August, she took 
with her a three-week supply of 
food. She ended up distributing 
much of her own food to 
Siberian Yupik children who 
were particularly at risk from 
malnutrition. 

Word of these conditions has 
been relayed from the 
Chukotka Native Christian 
Ministry to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). UMCOR is currently 
seeking ways for four outboard 
motors to be delivered b y 

Alaskan native peoples to their 
kin on the Russian side of the 
Bering Sea. Having motorboats 
would grea tly enhance the 
Russian Yupiks' catch of wal
rus-essential to their diet. 

As the work of the Chukotka 
Native Christian Ministry con
tinues, Alaskan Yupiks hope for 
the day when they will hear 
new songs and prayers of praise 
coming from the hearts of the 
Russian Yupik people. Such a 
joy will not be theirs alone but 
ours also as we watch God 
make all things new, even to the 
ends of the earth. 

Sculpted From Brokenness 
It was at our consultation at 
Nome that I had the occasion to 
walk its famous beach and mull 
over the gems of glass that 
washed ashore. These were 
worn, smooth nuggets of glass 
resembling hard candy. There 
were greens, browns, some 
whites, and, rarest of all, the 
blues. Alaskans make these 
Nome beach oddities into jewel-

Before the Russians traveled back to Siberia, Savoonga residents arranged a feast and 
everyone brought something. The Russians, wishing to contribute to the "potluck" dinner, 
procured flour and some reindeer meat and made bah-lee-me. 
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ry and sell them to passing 
tourists. Some people speculate 
that the glass nuggets come 
from distant shores. More likely 
they are fragments of bottles 
from Nome's boom days, 
washed out to sea and brought 
back again. 

Amazing to touch as well as 
to see, the smoothness of the 
glass is healing, soothing-a far 
cry from the sharp, jagged, cut
ting edges of broken glass cast 
into the sea. 

I thought of this as I made my 
way back to the Chukotka 
Native Christian Ministry train
ing session the next morning. 
The smooth translucent stones 
are a testimony to the possibili-
ties of the glass-but even more 
to the transforming power of 
the sea. They speak of a hope, a 
.yearning within us all to be ' on 
swept up in the power greater ht 
than ourselves, beckoned to the n11 

depths of creation, and, by o 
mercy, sculpted from our bro
kenness into a smooth, healing 
surface that is translucent
open to the Light. 

Such it is to surrender to the 
hands of God. The next time we 
have a training session, reach- • 
ing to put into words the love or 
and wonder of God, we might ' le 
perhaps go for a while to stand ive 
at the edge of the sea-there to an 
find a piece of sculpted glass as] 
and to say: "What we seek to er 
offer in Christ' s name is like ol 
this .... " O ~ 

James A. Campbell is a United 
Methodist missionary in th e 
Alaska Missionary Conference. He 
is pastor of Willo w Unit ed 
Methodist Church and director of , 
the Chukotka Native Christian 
Ministry. See the story of Willow 
UMC on page 22. 



Community United Methodist 
Church in Nome, Alaska, is 
unique in United Methodism . 
More than 60 percent of i ts 
members are Inupiat and Yupik 
peoples. It is an awesome expe
rience to stand before the con
gregation and to realize tha t 
many worshipers are descend
ed from people who have lived 
in this land by the Bering Sea 
for thousands of years. Yet peo
ple are people wherever they 
live, and human needs are the 
same the world over. The first 
task of any pastor who comes to 
serve a church and its people is 
to listen and observe. 

More than half of Alaska's 
indigenous people are com 
monly referred to b y the 
umbrella term Eskimo . This is 
the name preferred b y the 
Inupiat and Yupik peoples of 
Nome. Others prefer the name 
Inuit, meaning "people." 

There is g re a t varie ty in 
Eskjmo culture. In N ome, the 
Eskimo population is made up 
of Inupiat and Yupik peoples. 

Andrew Koweluk of ComnrnnihJ United 
Methodist Church. Tile photo behind him 

shows a glacier. 

These two eth ic groups are 
distinct from one another, with 
separate languages and trad i
tions. The Yupiks come from St. 
Lawrence Island in the Bering 
Sea, about 125 miles southwest 
of Nome. The Inupiats are from 
the Alaskan mainland and the 
northern coastal region near the 
Bering Strait. 

There are 15 Eskimo villages 
wi thin a 200-m ile rad ius of 
Nome. Each village has its own 
trad i tion s and dia lects. It is 
important to know from which 
village or area of the Berin g 
Strait region the people or their 
ancestors have come, because 
Nome h as become a melting 
pot of Eskimo groups. 

Leaming About Culture 
A pas tor from outside must 
become aware of the richness of 
Eskimo culture and traditions. 
This culture and its traditions 
are closely connected to the sea 
and land- to their seasonal 
rhythms of heat and cold, their 
h arshness and beauty, their 
economy and bounty, their 
large fur-and meat-bearing ani
mals, and their fish and birds. 
The sea and land together have 
provided food, clothing, hous
ing, implements, means of 
transportation-everything 
needed to sustain life. Survival 
through the centuries cou ld 
only be assured by the careful 
Eskimo practice of conserva tion 
and cooperation-never taking 
more than was necessary, using 
all that they took, and distribut
ing what they took to all. This 
lifestyle is richly expressed in 
the hunting, fishing, food-gath
ering, and food-preparation tra
di tions and practices of the 
Inupiat and Siberian Yupik p o
ples of Alaska. 
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A pastor also needs to know 
about the people's pas t and 
present social organ iza tion . 
Because survival in this land of 
ice and snow has a lways 
depended upon coop era tion 
and family cohesiveness, a tight 
family and community stru c
ture developed. Th e A laska 
Native Claims Settlem ent Act 
of 1971 (ANCSA) has imposed 
an additional structural overlay 
of regional corporation s and 
village councils that form an 
organizational framework for 
doing business and orderin g 
society. This framew ork pro
vides the mean s fo r m eeting 
employment, social, m ed ical, 
public safety, h o u sin g, and 
other human needs. 

When Values Collide 
A pastor must realize that min
istry in the Bering Strait region 
occurs at the m eeting point of 
two great streams of civiliza
tion. Here, our consumption
oriented Western civilization 
comes face to face wi th the 
traditional subsistence culture 
of the region's ind igenous peo
ple. Sometimes the values are 
complimentary, but, more often 
than not, the values collide. 

For example, the youn ger 
Inupiats and Yupiks are caught 
between competing value sys
tems and faced with a gigantic 
problem: how to fo llow their 
people's traditional way of life 
while at the same time being 
twenty-first-century Americans. 
Indeed, the issue comes down to 
whether they can even learn and 
practice their people's traditional 
ways amid the influences of 
modern lifestyles. The struggle 
to preserve languages, stories, 
values, arts, and crafts is an 
ongoing battle. This conflict of 
values produces much pain and 
discomfort for all. 

Eskimo Methodist Church and Lavinia 
Wallace Young Center in the 1920s, Nome. 

A pastor must understand the 
deep spirituality that underlies 
traditional [skimo culture. For 
Eskimos, life is the gift of the 
creator. Nothing can be taken 
for granted. Everything is used. 
Nothing is discarded . Even 
when something seems useless, 
it has value. Neither can people 
be taken for granted. Everyone 
has a place. 

Life d epends daily upon 
respect for the creation and for 
each other. An individual's sur
vival as a human being does 
not depend upon prowess or on 
intellec t . Indiv idual surv ival 
depends on the goodness of a 
creation that gives itself for the 
individua l 's well-being and 
upon the individual's ability to 
cooperate w ith other people for 
common survival. Respect for 
crea tion is symbolized by the 
ancient tradition of the Eskimo 
seal hunter 's pouring a cup of 
water into the mouth of a fresh
ly killed seal. The cup of water 
is given to the seal as thanks
giving for its giving its life for 
the hunter and thus for the peo
ple. Cooperation is symbolized 
by the whale festival tradition. 
When a village whaling crew 
kills a whale, the whole village 
gathers to cut it up and share 
the meat. Sometimes neighbor
ing villages are invited. 

A p as tor must unders tand 
tha t anyon e n o t b orn in this 
region w ill never be more than 
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a guest in this land. With few 
exceptions, the nonindigenous i < 

people in Nome are not native- pi 
born Alaskans . Pastors are a~ 
recruited from other states to e1 
serve Alaskan churches. Most of v 
these cheechakos (newcomers) rE 

including the pastor of the It 
church, belong to a moving 
stream of people entering and 
leav ing the land . This gives 1 

richness and v ariety to the 
church, as people share their 
varied gifts and experiences. 
But it also means that there is a 
cons tant need to retell and 
interpret the Eskimo story. 

Finally, a pastor must be 
acquainte d with the human 
pain and suffering that charac
terize life in this land. Much is · 
made of the struggles people 
have in the far north with alco
holism, drug abuse, and 
HIV I AIDS. Social commentary 
about child abuse and neglect, g 
domes tic v iolence, sexual 
assault, and suicide fills vol- h1 
umes. These problems become 
the subject of conference after 



conference and stuqy after 
Ul study. They are very real 
'a- aspects of life for indigenous 
ri Alaskans, such as the Eskimos, 
tc Aleuts, and American Indians, 
a: as well as for newer residents 

here. 
\ It would be easy for anyone 
'l pastoring here to see only the 

suffering, pain, and scars of 
social illness. But for the indige
nous people, these are outward 
symptoms of the inward strug
gle of traditional societies to 
maintain themselves and their 
worth in the face of a dominat
ing Western culture. The true 
source of much social illness is 
the loss of identity and self
worth that occurs when ways of 
life collide. A pastor must real
ize that this struggle is one 
involving all the people in the 
congregation. Much pastoral 
work revolves around minister
ing to the pain it creates. 

The Goals of Ministry 
What about pastoral ministry in 
this setting? The church is not 

A bove: Elders of Community United M ethodist Church: A nnie Mazonna, Polly Koweluk, 
and Virginia A tuk. Below left: Bertha Koweluk and Andrew. 

h ere to convert the Eskimos. 
The Christianizing of n a tive 
Alaskans took place gen era
tions ago. The Pro tes tant 
church came to m an y of 
Alaska ' s villages in the la te 
1800s and to Nome at the turn 
of the century, during the Gold 
Rush. Methodism's involve
ment in N om e h as b een 
twofold and continues to be so. 
First, there is the congrega
tion-a blending of two strong 
church traditions: the Federated 
Church, which began in 1900, 
and the Eskimo Church, which 
began in 1912. These churches 
united in 1949 as Community 
Methodis t Church . Second , 
Me thodism h as p rovid ed a 
framework for health and social 
services for the community. The 
hospital, library, museum, and 
community center were started 
by Methodists or resulted from 
their strong influence in town. 

The N om e Community 
Center and Community United 
M ethodis t Church continue 
their separate and cooperative 

efforts to serve the people of 
Nome. Ministries of the church 
include Su n d ay school, wor
sh ip , a p layground used by 
Nom e's ch ildren, emergency 
housing, emergency food, and a 
u sed-clo thing outlet . The 
church supports the Inupiat 
and Yupik peoples and cultures 
in man y ways : b y providing 
translated Scrip ture and songs 
during worship, by interpreting 
these cultures to other United 
Methodis ts, an d b y turnin g 
Native American Awareness 
Sunday into Eskimo Heritage 
and Awareness Sunday to cele
brate the culture and spirituali
ty of the Eskimo people. 

In Nome, mission work 
embodies the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, who came to serve and 
who came to give his life as a 
ransom for many. O 

Robert D. Bowers, the pastor of 
Nom e Comm unity United 
Methodist Church, is a United 
Methodist missionary assigned to 
the Alaska Missionary Conference. 
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FouR ALaskan 
Con9Re9arzons 
Farn.8anks: Merhoozsm's NoRrheRnmosr 
Ourposr m NoRrh AmeRzca 
ky Thomas T ayLoR 

Early one morning in February, 
I was on my way to attend a 
prayer breakfast at a nearby 
army base. I turned on the car 
radio just in time to hear the 
announcer say: "We have set 
the all-time record cold temper
ature for this day in Fairbanks 
at -62 degrees." The next year, I 
was on my way to that same 
event and a most unusual, but 
welcome, warm spell raised the 
tempera ture to +38 degrees . 
There was a 100-degree differ
ence from one year to the next. 

Christmas Eve candlelight service at First UMC of Fairbanks. 

That is how things go in this 
land of extremes. The sun slips 
below the northern horizon for 
only 2 hours and 11 minutes on 
the day of the summer solstice. 
It pops up a few degrees above 
the southern horizon for the 
same length of time at the win
ter solstice. Alaskan summers 
bring lots of visitors. But win
ters are cold and dark and diffi
cult for some to deal with. 

Located in Alaska's interior, in 
the center of the gold-mining 
region, Fairbanks is known as 
the "Heart of the Golden 
North." It is in Fairbanks that 
Methodism's northernmost out
post on the North American 
continent is found. 

Methodism first arrived in 
Fairbanks in 1905, three years 
after gold was discovered there. 
After a hiatus between the 
world wars, Methodism was 
renewed as the settler popula
tion grew. The First Methodist 
Church of Fairbanks was char
tered on September 14, 1952. 

The Easter Cross at the United Met/Jodi t 
Church of Clwgiak. 
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Now the First United Meth
odist Church of Fairbanks 
(FUMC) is one of the strongest 
·of our churches in Alaska, with 
520 members, an average atten
dance at worship of 240, and an 
annual budget of $230,000. 
FUMC has long been noted for 
its excellent music program and 
its outreach ministries. 

Currently the Breadline oper
ates out of the church dining 
room, providing a free hot 
lunch five days a week. The 
church provides Christmas gifts 
for the families of inmates at the 
Fairbanks Correctional Facility. 
And there is a Shoebox Ministry 
whereby shoeboxes are filled 
with toiletries and other items 
for homeless people and people 
at the shelter for women and 
children in crisis. 

Since FUMC paid off a major
renov a tion debt and hired a 
youth director in the fall of 
1993, the church has been well
known for its active youth pro
gram. Its expanding mini try to 
children is e pressed in an 
after-school program and an 
invigorated Sunday chool. 
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A distinguishing characteristic 
of the church is the willingness 
of its members to pitch in and 
provide the labor for all kinds 
of construction projects. 
Recently, a sprinkler system, 
estimated to cost at least $90,000 
installed, was completed for 
under $30,000. The labor-inten
sive installation job was done 
by volunteers. 

Another distinguishing char
acteristic of FUMC is its concern 
for those with handicapping 
conditions. Not only are ramps 
and restrooms provided, but a 
signer is available at all worship 
services upon request, along 
with special listening devices 
and large-print hymnals. The 
next project on the trustees' 
agenda is the installation of a 
chair lift to make the basement 
fellowship hall more accessible. 

Over the last seven years, 440 
new members have been 
received and 176 people have 
been baptized. A second wor
ship service has been added on 
Sund.ay to alleviate crowding. 

Much like the population of 
Alaska, the congregation at 

FUMC is young and energetic 
but it is also transient and stub
bornly independent. United 
Methodism is well prepared to 
participate in Alaska's bright 
future here at its northernmost 
outpost in Fairbanks, just 130 
miles south of the Arctic Circle 
and 35 degrees of latitude from 
the North Pole. 

Thomas Taylor, a member of the 
Wyoming Conference, is pastor of 
the First United Methodist Church 
of Fairbanks, A laska. He and his 
wife, Betty, are GBGM missionar
ies assigned to the Alaska 
Missionary Conference. 

Chuqzak: 
A Chwzch on rhe Move 
by Rachel Lieder Simeon 

At ten o ' clock on a clear 
Alaskan Sunday, one of the 
more beautiful places to be is to 
be in worship at the United 
Methodist Church of Chugiak. 
Clear windows encompass the 
entire front and back of the 
sanctuary. Mt. McKinley rises 
from the base of the cross on 
the altar, while the Chugach 
Mountains tower through the 
windows at the back. An occa
sional eagle circles in the air 
during the service . And, 
whether winter or summer, the 
view of the Knik Arm inlet 
reaching in from the Pacific 
Ocean is awe-inspiring. Being 
in church here feels almost like 
sitting outdoors-only warmer. 

The physical openness of the 
building seems to permeate the 
vision of the congregation. 
Thus the church is known as an 
inclusive and welcoming place. 

Located just 18 miles north of 
Anchorage, situated on 13 acres 
of land, and poised between the 

two growing communities of 
Eagle River and Ch ugiak, the 
United Methodist Church of 
Chugiak (UMCC) is a church 
on the move! With a 13-acre lot 
to deal with, congregation 
members have endorsed a 
Master Site Plan that is slowly 
being developed, converting 
the acreage into a retreat and a 
recreational space for outdoor 
activities. They are also devel
oping plans to build onto their 
present structure to accommo
date the expanding programs. 

Established in 1954, the 
UMCC has grown from its orig
inal chartering membership of 
38 to a congregation of 220, 
with more than 50 people 
received in to membership this 
year alone. As is typical of 
churches in Alaska, the average 
attendance (200 in the winter
time) comes very close to the 
membership numbers. The 
worship space is often full. 

Also typical is the fact that the 
membership is extremely 
mobile. Many summer Sundays 
include a service of farewell to 
members. The church gives a 
candle from the altar cande
labras to each person or family 
that is moving away. This signi
fies the space these individuals 
leave behind in the life of the 
congregation. Outreach to new 
members and visitors is also a 
hallmark of UMCC. Home
made bread or handmade 
Alaska wildflower bookmarks 
are given to all who visit. 

The Sunday school program is 
one of UMCC's strengths, with 
excellent attendance. Training 
has begun for volunteers to 
work with the special-needs 
children in the congregation to 
assure their inclusion in all 
aspects of the church's life. The 
church offers youth groups, a 
youth choir, child-care for all 
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Pastor David Beckett with tlze youth of Soldotna United Metlwdist Church. 

functions, and a time for chil
dren in the worship service. 

With the expansion of the 
church facilities on the horizon 
and with the population of 
Eagle River and Chugiak con
tinuing to grow, UMCC's ener
gy and vitality will be needed 
for the future of The United 
Methodist Church in Alaska. 

Rachel Lieder Simeon is pastor of 
The United Methodist Church of 
Chugiak. She and her husband, 
Mark, are assigned to the Alaska 
Missionary Conference as GBGM 
missionaries. 

Girdwood United Methodist Church 

Grn.owooo: 
A Chwzch Wakznc; Up 

by John R. Tindell 

Bob and Candy Bursiel can 
recall Methodist pastor Gene 
Elliot's working with volun
teers of the Girdwood area in 
1952 to construct the building 
of the Girdwood Methodist 
Church. The Bursiels soon 
became members of the congre
gation and have been active 
participants ever since. 

Girdwood is 35 miles south
east of Anchorage, located near 
the Seward Highway and the 
Alaska Railroad. The town was 
named in honor of James E. 
Girdwood, a miner who came 
to the area in 1906. 

The first Methodist services 
were held at Girdwood in 1950, 
when Pastor Elliot stopped by 
occasionally as part of a mobile 
highway ministry on the Kenai 
Peninsula south of Anchorage. 
The church Pastor Elliot helped 
to construct was destroyed in 
the 1964 Alaska earthquake. 
Because of the earthquake, the 
original Girdwood town ite 
had to be relocated. At the new 
site, a new church wa built 
with funds given from acros 
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the denomination to help 
Alaska Methodists recover from 
the earthquake. 

Until very recently, the town 
of Girdwood and the Girdwood 
United Methodist Church have 
remained fairly static. In 1967, 
Girdwood's population was 63; 
in 1980, 300. As other areas of 
Alaska have grown, new 
United Methodist congrega
tions have been formed and 
full-time pastors have been 
assigned. But the Girdwood 
Church has never had a full
time resident pastor. 

Yet today things are changing. 
Someone has described 
Girdwood and the Girdwood 
UMC as "a sleepy town and a 
sleepy church on the verge of 
waking up!" 

A nearby ski area that began 
development in 1957 is now 
emerging into a world-class ski
and-recrea ti on destination 
known as Alyeska Resort . A 
number of Alyeska employees 
have taken up re idence in 
Girdwood. Many people who 
work in Anchorage have also 
found Girdwood a de irable 
place to live and don't mind the 
35-mile daily commute. Many 
other Anchorage residents have 
cabins in Girdwood, which they 
regularly vi it on weekend . 

A new 307-room luxury hotel 
was recently constructed by the 
Prince Hotels Corporation of 
Japan , which i promoting 
tourism from Japan and 
throughout the world. The resi
dent population of Girdwood 
has now grown to 1200-qua
drupling in the pa t 15 years. 
On many Sunday , there are 
more people at the Sunday er
vice of the Girdwood UMC 
than the 30 member who are 
on the church roll. 

At pre ent, pa toral leader
hip for the church i pro ided 
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John R. Tindell, a member of the 
Florida Conference, i a retired 
Un ited Methodi t mis ionary to 
Ala ka. He live in Anchorage, 
where he con ult with and a si t 
the Girdwood congregation. 

olooT1w: A Chtfl.{CJJ 
Comonrreo ro Mi wn 

by David Beckett 

morning for a lively r ice of 
wor hip . In ke ping with our 
Ala kan tradition of acceptance, 
it i not uncommon to see peo
ple in blue jeans and T- hirts it
ting next to people in more for
mal bu iness attire. It just does
n' t matter what we look like on 
the outside. It's what i inside 
that counts. 

We celebrate our Lord' pres
ence in formal liturgy, informal 
ongs of prai e, witne s to the 

Word, the Eucharist, and person
al haring . United Methodist 
vi itor from the "lower 48" [the 
48 contiguous US tates ] have 
commented that our regular 

rvice would be an alternative 
ervice in their home churches. 

What we do on Sunday morn
ing con tinues to be the most 

ital part of our congregational 
lif . 

One of the inspiring a pects of 
our ministry i a growing 
awareness of mi sion. This past 

year we have ent volunteers to 
Zaire, Mexico, and Unalaska. 
We support local missions such 
as the Food Bank and Habitat 
for Humanity. Our goal is to 
enable people to have hands-on, 
fac -to-face mission experi
ence . Our lay leader, Susan 
Smalley, is also a director of the 
Women's Div ision and the 
World Di vision of the General 
Board of Global Ministries . 
Through her experiences, we 
are gaining a global perspective 
on mission. 

Children and youth are an 
important part of our life and 
ministry. Our Christian educa
tion program is on the move
with creative vacation Bible 
school events, children's mis
sion projects, and a Sunday 
school that never has a problem 
recruiting teachers. We have 
received a US-2 missionary, 
Denise Gordon, who is from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. She 

Soldotna United Methodi t Church 
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Christmas pageant at First United Methodis t Church of Fairbanks. 

is working with our teenagers 
in both church and community. 
Even in the context of youth 
ministry, we are learning the 
importance of mission. 

We use a good deal of healing 
language in our church. Many 
people are recovering from 
addictions of all types and are 
returning to a new understand
ing of Christian spirituality. A 
study of Gerald May's Addiction 
and Grace last year continues to 
impact our spiritual journeys. 
One small group meets regular-
1 y for spiritual direction and 
contemplation. Another group 
meets once a week to share a 
contemplative Bible study. 

In the midst of all this activi
ty, we are struggling with 

space-and-growth issues. How 
should we handle the spiritual 
and physical growth of our 

Christmas pageant at the United 
Methodist Church of Chugiak. 
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church? Is bigger always better? 
Will a second service divide us? 
The transition from a pastoral 
church to a program church is 
not easy, but we are responding 
to the movement of God's 
Spirit in the great land of 
Alaska. We seek answers, but 
we also realize the importance 
of living with the questions. 0 

David Beckett, a member of the 
West Ohio Conference, is pastor of 
Soldotna United Methodist 
Church. He has served as a GBGM 
missionary in Alaska with his wife, 
Kim, for four years. The Becketts 
have four children. 
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A United Methodist tour of 
Alaska would not be complete 
without visiting the island and 
town of Unalaska. 1 Let your 
imagination soar as you fly two 
hours by jet from Anchorage 
out along a tiny string of 
islands known as the Aleutian 
Chain. In what seems to be an 
unlikely place for ministry, 
things are booming. Unalaska is 
the largest port in the United 
States-if size is measured by 
the pounds of fish landed and 
the dollar value of the catch. 

Dutch Harbor, Unalaska, Alaska 

The location and economy 
make for an interesting mix in 
Unalaska's newly reestablished 
United Methodist congregation. 
There are those who process the 
fish, the managers, the native 
Alaskan corporation leaders, 
and those who serve in the 
town's infrastructure. Most 
have left their extended families 
in search of jobs and adventure. 

And an adventure is what 
they get. Just flying into 
Unalaska Bay at Dutch Harbor 
can be a harrowing experience. 

The runway, which is located at 
the base of Ballyhoo Mountain, 
is too short for 737 jet aircraft, 
and it is subject to crosswinds 
that flow around the mountain. 
So landing in Unalaska has 
been likened to an amusement 
park ride or to dropping out of 
the sky at more than 150 miles 
per hour. 

Once on the ground, you'll 
probably want to whisper a 
prayer of thanks as you try to 
overcome your jittery nerves, 
wobbly legs, and sweaty palms. 
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Our advice is to find your way 
down the dirt road and try to 
dodge the potholes alon g the 
way. Along th e rou te yo u ' ll 
no tice soaring mou n ta ins, 
rolling green tundra, and har
bors filled with fishing boats. 

Crossing the "Bridge to the 
Other Side" and roundin g the 
corner by Haystack Mountain, 
you'll be struck by the splendor 
of the new United Methodist 
Church as it comes into view. Its 
impact comes not only from its 
simple, tight construction but 
from its location in the middle 
of downtown Unalaska on the 
shores of a beautiful lake. 

Pulling into the church park
ing lot and goin g into the 
church , yo u ' ll find the Rev. 
Steve Lambert hard a t w ork. 
Steve and Sandra Lambert and 
their sons, Paul and Philip, have 
recently m oved to Unalaska 
fro m H omer, Alask a, w here 
Steve served the Homer United 
Methodist Church. Like others 
drawn to the m inis try h ere , 
Steve and Sandra volunteered 
for the assignment. 

We- John and Bonnie 
Campbell- were the Lamberts' 
predecessors. With our daugh
ters, Jill and Ka te, and wi th 
John's mother, May, we served 
the minis try in Unalaska fo r 
three years . In fact, John was 
the fir s t ordained pastor to 
serve the Unalaska church since 
the 1950s. He worked with the 
congregation for more than a 
year in getting plans for the par
sonage drawn up, la id out, 
approved, and finan ced. He 
also coordinated the eight 
Volunteer-in-Mission teams that 
helped with construction. 

We know from experience that 
it takes a lot of time and energy 
to get a new church s tarted . 
"Lunch-time evangelism" was 
one of our ways to meet people, 

Ice sculpture "High Waters," carved by Sergei Tselebrovski and Dimitri Gorokhov from 
Krasnoyarsk, Russia. Fairbanks Ice Arts Festival. 

cultivate relationships, and be 
in ministry to those in the com
munity, whether they ever 
m ad e it to church or not. We 
realize that you can't just "go by 
the book" here. For example, 
the church has hosted dinner on 
Christmas Day at a local tavern, 
the Elbow Room. People off the 
ships were in town that day, far 
from their families and seeking 
comfort and camaraderie. Our 
free turkey-and-ham dinner 

with all the trimmings was a 
welcome, unexpected surprise. 

Another of the church ' s 
unusual ministries is sponsor
ship of an interdenominational 
Christmas and Easter vacation 
Bible school. Formerly held at 
the old roller rink and more 
recently at the new Parks and 
Recreation Building, the pro
gram has offered neutral 
ground where children comin~ 
from a variety of church trad1-
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tions can feel comfor table. 
Many of the 40 children who 
usually attend the three 
Saturday sessions h ave no 
church home during the rest of 
the year. 

Unalaska's Methodist History 
The reestablished Unalaska 
ministry can trace its roots back 
more than a century. Church 
property was purchased in the 
late 1800s b y the Woman 's 
Home Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Church. At that time, 
Unalaska was a stopover point 
for ships on the way to the gold 
fields in Nome, Alaska. 

What is today Alaska 
Children's Services was born in 
Unalaska in 1890, when Mr. and 
Mrs. John Tuck, assisted by the 
Woman ' s Home Missionary 
Society, built and opened a 
home ·for children. Parentless 
children had been living in the 
homes of schoolteachers, and an 
orphanage was sorely needed. 
The home was named to honor 
Jesse Lee, an i tinerant 
Methodist preacher on the East 
Coast. It was served for several 
decades by a dedicated couple: 
Agnes Sow le, w ho came in 
1898, and Albert Newhall, a 
physician, builder, teacher, and 

preacher w hom sh e married . 
Both Newhalls extended their 
service to the community and 
the other Aleutian Is land s. 
Agnes Sow le Newh all was 
school superintendent until her 
death in 1917. 

During the years 1918-1919, 
the Jesse Lee Home became a 
haven for children orphaned by 
the great influenza epidemic. As 
many as 125 children lived at 
the home a t tha t time, some 
coming from as far as Nome. 

Dr. Albert Newhall remained 
at the home until it was moved 
to Seward, Alaska, in 1925. It 
was at the home in Seward that 
a seventh-grade boy, Benny 
Benson, designed the Alaska 
flag, with the seven stars of the 
Big Dipper and the North Star 
superimposed on a d ark blue 
background. 

A number of m ission aries 
served in Unalaska between 
1926 and 1941. In 1942, the 
island was evacuated by the US 
military as a result of Japanese 
bombings. After World War II, 
however, the Methodist m in
istry in Unalaska was reestab
lished. It continued to flourish 
until missionary Keith Whittem 
was drowned in a boating acci
dent in 1957. 

Then the ministry was idle 
until the 1990 arrival of Ann 
and Harry Janzen. As a result of 
their presence and evangelism, 
a service led by Ann Janzen was 
held at the school on February 
6, 1991. Nine people attended 
this first United Methodist ser
vice in 37 years. The Rev. Carol 
Seckel served Communion, 
Harry Janzen played the 
school's piano for h ymn 
singing, and Dave Roraback 
was appointed lay leader. Just a 
few weeks later, on Palm 
Sunday, the congregation's first 
official service as an organized 
church took place. Tw o years 
later, after we had arrived in 
Unalaska, the church held its 
official chartering service on 
February 6, 1993, assisted by 
Bishop Bill Dew. And that sum
mer, five work teams helped to 
build a church facility. 

It is true that, wherever the 
p eople of God live, that is 
where the church should be
no matter how remote or 
unlikely the spot. Not only has 
the Unalaska minis try served 
the community well for more 
than 100 years, but it has also 
prov ided opportunities for 
chu rches around the United 
States to be in ministry to both 
the native Alaskans and work
ers in the fishing industry. 
Unalaska is a rough-and-tumble 
p lace, not for the fainthearted, 
bu t the church has flourished 
and grown strong through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 0 

l. Unalaska comes from an Aleut 
word meaning "this Alaska --this great 
land."-Ed. 

The new United Methodist Church in Unalaska, Alaska. 

John Campbell is a United 
Methodist pastor. Bonnie Camp
bell is a United Methodist mission
ary now serving in Maryland. 
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B LESS ED BY 

People Who Left Their Mark 
by James A. Campbell 

On Christmas Eve, 95 people 
worshiped in the United 
Methodist Mission Chapel at 
Willow, Alaska-a chapel built 
to hold 50, at best. Worshipers 
held their Christmas candles 
with great care for fear of set
ting each other on fire. Ushers 
watched carefully at each door, 
with fire extinguishers in hand. 

The moment was joyous, as 
only a Christmas Eve service in 
the great north woods can be. 
But it underlined the point that 
we needed to do something 
soon. Even our regular services 
filled the church. The promise 
of more people kept calling us 
to create a larger facility. 

So a new sanctuary for the 
Willow Mission Church was 
planned for the summer of 
1995. At least, it was planned 
for as far as the money would 
go. A mission outpost can have 
no debt-nothing to get in the 
way of its calling. 

The foundation walls were 
laid in May from the endow
ment of Ferne Johnson of 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin. Ferne 
always wanted to come to 
Alaska to serve as a missionary, 
but that was not to be. The 
work on the flooring and frame 
of the church was done by 
Volunteers in Mission (VIMs) 

Willow United Methodist Church in an 
Alaskan winter. 
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from her home church in 
Reedsburg. Soon the Reedsburg 
United Methodist Church vol
unteers were joined by other 
helpers: 11 newly ordained pas
tors from Mississippi. It was an 
intense week that ended with 
the roof and new bell tower in 
place. 

During the combined stay of 
these two VIM work groups, 
another group from South 
Indiana Conference came to 
share an evening of Alaskan 
cuisine and to hear the story of 
life and ministry in the woods 
of Alaska. There was stew from 
a road-killed moose that 
evening. Other nights, we 
served halibut, caribou, berry 
jams on sourdough buns, and, 
of course, king salmon. 

In the evening, the VIMs 
heard first-hand accounts of the 
struggle and the wonder of liv
ing in this land of extremes. 
They heard from a wilderness 
homesteader and a teacher 
from the bush. We talked about 
native ministries. The VIMs 
tried their luck at panning for 
gold. Some tried to work all day 
and fish all night. 

With help from the VIMs of 
First Church Aberdeen, they 
began to install the siding and 
the windows of the sanctuary. 
A week later, the VIMs from 
West Ohio completed the win
dows and all but the last of the 
siding. They prepared the way 
for the Kansas West team that 
did the wiring, the insulation, 
and the dry wall. We hope to 
use the church this winter, 
though another summer of 
work is needed to complete it. 

Throughout the construction 
there are small, hidden 
reminders of those who came to 
work. Names written on the 
rafters, initials left in concrete-
people left their mark on this 

little church in the woods. Yet 
their mark reaches much deeper 
than the initials in forgotten 
places. Those of us who are 
commissioned missionaries 
have come to have an enor
mous respect for those who 
give so much of their time and 
effort as Volunteers in Mission. 

Willow United Methodist 
Church is a spiritual hospital. It 
is a symbol of hope back here in 
the woods-a place that cares 
for people who have nowhere 
else to turn. It was built by 
Volunteers in Mission who 
came to create a shelter for 
some of God's people whom 
they will never know. Yet we at 
Willow will not forget that we 
are here because we are con
nected to those beyond our 
horizon. 

James A. Campbell is a United 
Methodist missionary in the 
Alaska Missionary Conference. He 
is pastor of Willow UMC. 

Teaming Up To Do God's Work 
by Nancy Madden and 

Duane Chase 

The building that housed the 
Seward Mem orial United 
Methodist Church burned to 
the ground early in the morning 
of December 26, 1994. By 
December 31, the congregation 
knew that Volunteers in 
Mission from the Oklahoma 
Conference would be coming to 
Seward to help rebuild-thanks 
in large measure to the United 
Methodist connectional system. 

By the end of July, the interior 
of the new church building was 
ready for the final mudding 
and taping. Some of the exterior 
siding had already been 
installed. Six of the seven work 
teams from Oklahoma had built 
(Continued on p. 26.) 

Seward Memorial UMC burned to the ground 
December 26, 1994. 

Volunteers in Mission helped Seward rebuild. 

The church in the woods: Willow UMC in Willow, Alaska. 
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The beauty of the seed 
is not simply the promise of its flower 

but its patience, 
its waiting, 

wrapped in the warmth of its secret, 
waiting 

for the ice to thaw, 
waiting 

for the suspicious winds to hush their fueling 
of smoldering bog fires, 

fires of a low-grade rage 
juggling bombs of oblivion. 

Finally, the wind-worn garden wall broke, 
broke in Berlin, 

broke as an omen to the change of season. 
Qjiietly, in a shaded distant corner, 

beyond the camera's search 
and headlines ' shout, 

among a most ancient people, 
a waiting seed blew in, 

took root in the frigid earth 
now warmed in the eternal light of Easter. 

It grew in the ways of those who knew 
the whale 
the walrus 

the seal and the fish. 
It grew bearing first fruit 

for those who too long have hungered 
for the bread of life, 

the bread of one who yet walks 
the longest night 

and the coldest shores. 
One who still calls unto weather-worn fishermen's souls 

"Come, Follow Me." 

GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTIUES 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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(Continued from p. 23.) 
trusses, erected walls, installed 
windows and doors, painted 
and nailed siding, and complet
ed the initial mudding and tap
ing. The building was to be 
entirely enclosed and ready for 
inside painting by members of 
the congregation before the 
Alaskan winter set in. 

It is estimated that volunteers, 
including local church mem
bers, have saved the congrega
tion more than $100,000. 

Shortly after the fire, the 
church members met and 
agreed to rebuild, establishing 
two primary goals: to start the 
process as soon as possible and 
to incur no debt. 

Larry Acton, director of the 
Volunteers in Mission program 
of the Oklahoma Conference, 
and his wife, Rose, were in 
Anchorage to spend Christmas 
1994 with their son and his fam
ily. After seeing the televised 
report of the fire, Acton called 
Duane Chase, Seward's minis
ter. In meeting with Duane and 
some of the congregation, Larry · 
learned about their commit
ment to rebuild and their goal 
of a debt-free building. He read
ily offered to send volunteer 
work teams, beginning in June. 
He also indicated that Gary Van 
Fossen, an architect in Tulsa, 
might be able to provide the 
design work at little or no cost. 

The commitment was made. 
Larry returned to Oklahoma to 
recruit. Gary visited Seward, 
saw the building site, and lis
tened to the congregation's 
goals. His plans resulted in a 
savings of about $30,000. 

During the rebuilding of the 
church, local United Methodists 
engaged in the ministry of hos
pitality. Refreshments were 
brought to the building site 
each day, local transportation 

' 
was arranged, a fish fry was 
hosted, a boat trip on 
Resurrection Bay was provided, 
and a Communion service was 
offered in the building before 
each VIM team left. 

The rebuilding of Seward 
Memorial is a good example of 
what can be accomplished 
when God's people team up 
together to do His work. 

From the ashes there emanates 
a revival of spirit and an enthu
siasm for sharing God's love. 
The degree of skill and experi
ence varies with each volunteer, 
but the one constant among 
them is their love for the Lord 
and their willingness to serve. 

Perhaps the very fact that we 
care for one another enough to 
expend our time and money, 
with little regard for personal 
comfort, in order to help out in 
time of need is the best testa
ment to volunteering. United 
Methodists are directed to 
encourage one another in the 
faith, and those of us in Seward 
are both encouraged and 
strengthened by the presence 
and work of volunteers. 

To adapt a quotation from 
Mark Twain: Reports that the 
Seward Memorial UMC was 
destroyed b y fire early on 
December 26, 1994, are greatly 
exaggerated-and are totally 
untrue. The church in Seward is 
very much alive. Only the his
toric building in which the 
church met for 48 years suc
cumbed to the flames. 

Nancy Madden is a Volunteer
in-Mission coordinator from the 
Oklahoma Conference. Duane 
Chase is pastor of Seward United 
Methodist Church and Moose Pass 
UMC. He and his wife, Karen, are 
United Methodist missionaries 
assigned to the Alaska Missionary 
Conference. 
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The Rainbow Connection 
by Milo Thornberry 

Providing leadership for a new 
venture-an ecumenical vaca
tion Bible school; sharing con
struction expertise, labor, and 
capital for new classrooms: 
that's what Peachtree Road 
United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta did with Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church in 
Juneau, Alaska, last July. 

The pace of the days between 
July 15 and 22 was breathtak
ing. Eighteen members of the 
Peachtree Road Volunteer-in
Mission team arrived on 
Saturday night to prepare for a 
valley-wide vacation Bible 
School (VBS) in three church
es-Episcopal, Lutheran, and 
United Methodist. Bonnie 
Sanford, an experienced youth 

Volunteers at Aldersgate UMC in Juneau, 
Alaska, worked at a feverish pace to com
plete the educational wing. 
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leader, put the team together 
and coordinated one VBS in 
three different locations. 

The visiting contractor and 
chief builders on the VIM team 
had been scheduled to arrive on 
Sunday night but were unable 
to get in because the airport was 
closed by fog. The foundation 
was laid and ready for a church 
raising on Monday morning. 
But the builders were still 
fogged in, waiting in Fairbanks, 
700 miles north. 

On Monday afternoon, the 
weather cleared enough for the 
six remaining team members to 
arrive. Included in this group 
were two who were not mem
bers of Peachtree Road Church: 
an architect from north Georgia, 
who had designed the building 
without charge, and his wife. 

During the next four days, a 
40-by-44-foot building rose 
from the foundations . Four 
days without rain-in a place 
where, on average, it rains three 
days out of every four-helped 
a lot. By Friday afternoon, when 
the salmon were on the grill in 
preparation for a final celebra
tion, tar paper covered the 
roof-a feat accomplished only 
by working five 16-to-18-hour 
days. On Saturday morning, as 
the VIM team boarded a plane 
bound for Atlanta, the rains 
came and continued for the next 
five days. 

This week of frantic activity 
was the culmination of a year 
and a half of planning with 
Peachtree, the covenant partner 
of Aldersgate. "How can we 
help you?" Atlanta contractor 
and Peachtree member Alton 
Conway asked a year ago. "We 
desperately need classrooms, 
but because of the heavy debt 
load on the first unit construct
ed in 1991, we can't afford to 
build," was my response. "Let's 

see what we can do," Alton said 
tome. 

What Peachtree Road Church 
and Aldersgate found they 
could do together was to pro
vide space to accommodate and 
to expand Aldersgate's min
istry in the community. 
Aldersgate sees itself as a 
church in mission. That's why a 
location was chosen in the val
ley where two-thirds of 
Juneau's population lives. 
Ministries with alcoh olics, 
incest survivors, and persons 
with AIDS and a breakfast pro
gram for community children 
are concrete expressions of the 
sense of mission of this 133-
member congregation. With 
new classrooms, the church's 
outreach can be extended. 

Partnership with Volunteers 
in Mission is not new to 
Aldersgate. In the summer of 
1991, a succession of 14 VIM 
groups provided the labor for 
the first classroom unit. Other 
groups have been here since, 
and more will come because we 
share a common ministry. At 
Aldersgate, w e call it the 
Rainbow Connection. 

Milo Thornberry, a member of 
the New York Conference, is pastor 
of Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church in Juneau, Alaska. He and 
his wife, Connie, are United 
Methodist missionaries in the 
Alaska Missionary Conference. 

At the Edge of the Western 
Hemisphere 

by John and Bonnie Campbell 
What volunteers would find 
their way out to a tiny Aleutian 
island near the edge of the 
Western Hemisphere to help a 
new United Methodist church 
get off the ground? Who could 
justify the airfare required to 
travel that distance or afford to 

Steven and Sandra Lambert with Paul and 
Philip-the new parsonage family in the 
new parsonage built by VIMs in Unalaska. 

take that much time off from 
work? These and other ques
tions had to be addressed by 
the eight Volunteer-in-Mission 
(VIM) teams that journeyed this 
past summer to Unalaska to 
help build a church parsonage. 

In the summer of 1991, a VIM 
team from Louisiana built the 
original parsonage-a house 
framed around the trailer in 
which Ann and Harry Janzen 
lived. This gave the Janzens 
double the living space and 
provided a room to offer Bible 
study and social events. 

But the house was not com
pleted. So, during the following 
year, the J anzens hosted some 
20 volunteers who continued 
the work. Some stayed for two 
days ; some, for two weeks . 
Harry Janzen remembers one 
particularly helpful couple, the 
Roberds, who tiled the floor, 
completed the interior walls, 
ventilated the attic, and 
installed fans in the bathrooms. 

When we arrived in Unalaska 
in 1992, the congregation, 
which had been worshiping at 
the school, showed a strong 
determination to begin con
struction of a church. The 
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church was not going to grow 
beyond a certain point without 
its own facility. Constructing a 
church building would also be a 
sign to the community that the 
congregation was committed to 
stay. 

Since John had recently 
worked with 12 VIM teams to 
build the Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church in Juneau, he 
started calling people to see if 
they might want to come to 
Unalaska . The response was 
overwhelming. Five teams were 
put together to build the church 
in 1993, and many of those 
teams came back this past sum
mer to build the new parson
age. It was only by volunteer 

' 
effort that so very much could 
be accomplished. 

Like the original Louisiana 
team, teams from Tennessee, 
North Carolina, Maryland, 
Florida, and Pennsylvania paid 
their own way out. Many took 
vacation time from their jobs in 
order to work here. They were 
undaunted by the more than 
6000-milejourney. 

A Florida team came twice 
and taught vacation Bible 
school for the community chil
dren in addition to performing 
construction work. The weather 
was often rainy, cold, and 
windy. Unalaska summer tem
peratures are only in the 50s. 
But no one ever complained. 

The dedicated VIM teams even 
worked until 9:30 P.M. "to take 
advantage of Alaska's long 
summer hours of daylight. VIM 
workers have also undertaken 
projects for the community in 
their spare time. Their giving 
spirit has promoted a lot of 
good will in our town. 

Thanks to the VIM program 
and to God, who calls and moti
vates the volunteers, the 
Unalaska United Me thodis t 
Church is well on its way. 0 

John Campbell is a United 
Methodist pastor; Bonnie 
Campbell, a United Methodist mis
sionary now serving in the state of 
Maryland. 

THE ADVANCE FOR CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
IN THE ALASKA MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 

PROGRAM 

Alaska Missionary Conference, Parish Partners 
Alaska Children's Services, General Support, Anchorage 
Alaska Children's Services, Spiritual Life, Anchorage 
Alaska Ethnic and Rural Camping and Conference Fund Anchorage 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Juneau 
Aviation Ministry, Alaska Missionary Conference 
Birchwood Camp, Anchorage 
Chukotka Native Christian Mission, Anchorage 
Filipino Ministry, Juneau 
Native Outreach Ministry, Juneau 
New Hope Methodist-Presbyterian Church, North Pole 
New Ministries, Anchorage 
Ninilchik Church, Alaska Missionary Conference, Ninilchik 
Nome Community Center, Youth Program, Nome 
North Star United Methodist Church, Nikiski 
Sitka United Methodist Church 
St. Paul United Methodist Church, Fairbanks 

United Methodist Churcmn~~r,f!.~~htUWi~JlltlilfM-lr~~~~~f-~{~·~~~ 
United Methodist Native 
Wasilla United · · 

~Wiiow Un 

GIVING THROUGH THE ADVANCE: 

CODE NO. 

#931027-4 
#931430-6 
#931435-2 
#931024-1 
#931319-7 
#931008-1 
#931070-7 
#931 140-5 
#931 236-4 
#931603-2 
#931824 .. 7 
#931~ .. 

Make your check payable to your local church or "Advance GCFA ". Be sure to write the Advance Code Number and project name on the check. 
For local church and annual conference credit, give your gift to your local church treasurer. who will send it to your conference 
treasurer. Gifts are forwarded to Advance GCFA, PO. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. For more information contact: 
Alaska Missionary Conference, 3402 Wesleyan Drive, Anchorage, AK 99508-4866; telephone (907) 333-5050. The Advance Office, 
Dr. William T. Carter. General Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115; telephone (212) 870-3790. 
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Mission Memo 
Caribbean Hurricane Relief 
The United Methodist Council of Bishops has 
issued a Bishops' Appeal for Hurricane Relief in 
response to the extensive damage inflicted on 
many islands by the September hurricanes Luis 
and Marilyn and by Hurricane Opal to US coastal 
states. Every local church is asked to take an offer
ing for Hurricanes-Caribbean 1995 (Advance 
Special #982438-3). Widespread damage has 
occurred on French St. Martin, Dutch St. Maarten, 
Antigua, Anguilla, Barbuda, Dominica, 
Guadeloupe, Montserrat, St. Kitts, Nevis, the 
Virgin Islands, St. Thomas, St. Croix, and the 
Puerto Rican island of Culebra. "Agriculture
sugar cane, bananas, and citrus crops-and the 
tourism industry were destroyed," said Dr. Rena 
Yocom, Associate General Secretary of the Mission 
Education and Cultivation Program Department 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. Schools, 
many of them church-related, are closed, and 
some hospitals are either destroyed or barely 
operational. The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief {UMCOR) will work in ecumenical coopera
tion in the Caribbean and through disaster relief 
networks in the United States. 

Hispanic Ministries Plan 
Despite Hurricane Marilyn's fury, 43 members of 
the Committee on Hispanic Ministries completed 
work on their Report to the 1996 General 
Conference. The committee was meeting in El San 
Juan Hotel in San Juan, Puerto Rico, September 
15-17, when the hurricane hit the region. All hotel 
guests spent the night on the floor of a window
less concrete room that usually serves as a casino. 
Even without sleep, committee members contin
ued their work the next morning, as scheduled. In 
the current quadrennium, the Hispanic Ministries 
Plan has generated 51 new congregations and 220 
faith communities, revitalized 35 existing congre
gations, and trained 389 lay missioners. The 1996 
General Conference will be asked to authorize 
$3. l million to continue the Plan. 

GBGM Relocation 
The cost of moving the General Board of Global 
Ministries from its headquarters in New York to a 
proposed site in Reston, Virginia, has been esti
mated by the Site Selection Task Force at $42 mil
lion: $28 million for land acquisition, construction, 
and 'development and $14 million for personnel 
relocation. To this sum, $30 million in interest 

would be added if relocation costs were financed 
over a 15-year period, as recommended, by 
apportionment through general funds at 
$4,935,000 a year. 

A Reborn Church in Lithuania 
The May-June issue of New World Outlook report
ed that a visiting team found three surviving 
Methodists in Lithuania. The surv ivors in 
Kaunas, told that they needed 20 people to regis
ter as a congregation with the city government, 
recruited 22 members in 8 days. On August 30, 
Bishop Hans Vaxby, the United Methodist bish
op of the Northern Europe Central Conference, 
and representatives from the General Board of 
Global Ministries and from the Lutheran Church 
in Lithuania came to celebrate the reborn congre
gation. During worship, the original Kaunas 
Methodists sang a hymn they had sung at their 
last church service in June 1944. Efforts continue 
to reclaim Methodist property in Lithuania. 

Deaths 
Cecilia Manness, active missionary serving with 
the World Division in Haiti, died January 18, 
1995 .. . Marshall Lovell, retired missionary who 
served in Zaire, died February 18, 1995 ... Melville 
Williams, retired missionary who served in 
China, died March 4, 1995 ... Hania Warfield, 
retired missionary who served in Poland, died 
March 16, 1995 ... Doris Bartlett, retired missionary 
who served in Zaire, died April 5, 1995 ... Elinor 
Ebright, retired missionary who served in India, 
died May 7, 1995 .. . Pearl Westley, retired mission
ary who served in Nigeria, died May 10, 
1995 ... Arthur Faust, retired missionary who 
served in Nigeria and Bolivia, died May 16, 
1995 ... Paul Wagner, retired missionary who 
served in India, died July 9, 1995 ... Harry E. Zech, 
retired missionary who served in Latin America, 
died July 15, 1995 .. . Wesley D. Ginn, retired mis
sionary who served in India, died July 28, 
1995 ... David, C. Stubbs, retired missionary who 
served in Japan, died August 10, 1995 .. . John T. 
Lundy, retired missionary who served in 
Malaysia, Singapore, and the Philippines, died 
August 11, 1995 .. . Ella L. Perry (May 28), Edna 
Irene Bradley (July 3), and Dr. Esther Shoemaker 
Stanford (June 2), whose deaths were reported in 
our September-October issue, all served as mis
sionaries in India under the Women's Division. 
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N 
HOPE, 
GU ATE 

• 
Although Manuela Diaz 
remembers clearly the days of 
violence and fear, these days 
she doesn't dwell on them. 
Her days are filled with the 
myriad tasks of building a 
future that will be different 
from the past. 

Manuela Dfaz lives in Nueva 
Esperanza-which means New 
Hope--Guatemala. High on a 
windswept plateau north of 
Huehuetenango and just south 

By Paul Jeffrey 

of the Mexican border, New 
Hope is a settlement of more 
than one thousand former 
refugees. On January 12, 1994, 
accompanied by Nobel Peace 
laureate Rigoberta Menchu, 
they returned joyfully home 
from exile in Mexico. 

Diaz had fled to southern 
Mexico in June 1982, following 
months of harassment from the 
Guatemalan army. She recalls 
one day in January 1982 when 
soldiers moved through her vil
lage of Limonada, stealing 
food, shooting people at ran
dom, and burning many of the 
houses. "We shut ourselves in 
our little house," she remem
bers, "believing that if we 
prayed to God nothing would 
happen to us . As the soldiers 
got closer, my neighbor finally 
convinced us to flee, and we 
ran into the brush with the bul
lets flying over our heads." 

Dfaz and her husband stayed 
with relatives in the nearby city 
of J ocaltenango for three 
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months, then va.liantly 
returned to Limonada to plant 
their corn field . The soldiers 
frequently returned, however, 
and viewed any gathering as 
subversive. One day they 
killed seven villagers gathered 
for a Bible study. Dfaz says she 
grew so afraid that she had to 
sleep in the forest at night. 
After two months, the tension 
proved more than she could 
bear, and she fled to Mexico 
with 19 other families, walking 
through the rugged mountains 
to avoid border authorities. 

Organizing in Exile 
Diaz was one of more than 
250,000 Guatemalans who fled 
to safety in southern Mexico or 
the United States during the 
early 1980s-a period referred 
to in Guatemala as simply "the 
violence." As many as one 
million people were displaced 
internally by the Guatemalan 
government's scorched-earth 
counterinsurgency program. 

In Mexico, Diaz was soon 
herded with her neighbors 
into a United Nations-spon
sored refugee camp. The 
Akateko-speaking Mayan 
woman, who spoke little 
Spanish when she left 
Guatemala, put the time in 
exile to good use. "I studied 
fourth grade the first year," 
she says, "learning to read and 
write in Spanish. I'd learned a 
little Spanish growing up, but 
I couldn't understand what I 
read. In the refugee camp, I 
learned to understand." 

Her understanding grew in 
many ways. In Bible studies 
organized by the Catholic dio
cese of Chiapas, the indige
nous refugees learned that 
God loved them .and wanted 
them to s truggle for their 
rights as human being . "In 
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Returning refugees have brought their 
children home from Mexico to Guatemala. 

the camp, my vision cleared 
up," Diaz remembers. "I came 
to see the world more clearly, 
the way God wants me to see 
it." 

Encouraged by what they 
found in the Bible, the refugees 
organized themselves in order 
to better relate to the United 
Nations and the Mexican gov
ernment. The restless exiles also 
organized a commission to 
begin church-mediated talks 
with the Guatemalan govern
ment about the possibility of 
returning home. 

Within the refugee communi
ty, however, women were often 
marginalized and excluded 
from the decision-making 
process. Diaz and others were 
not happy with that, and in 
199Q they organized an associa
tion of female refugees. Calling 

themselves Mama Makin-after 
an indigenous woman who led 
a land struggle in Guatemala's 
Alta Verapaz region until she 
was killed by the army in 
1978-Diaz and her sisters 
organized a variety of activities 
to empower women in exile. 
These activities included litera
cy courses, health workshops, 
and seminars on human rights. 

As a result, women began 
participating more in commu
nity decisions and were part of 
a growing consensus: the 
refugees wanted to go home. 
"Although we lived relatively 
well in Mexico, we couldn't for
get we were Guatemalans," 
says Diaz. Despite continuing 
fighting in the mountains of 
Guatemala, the exiles felt a pull 
to return. "I was gone 12 years 
in Mexico," says Diaz's neigh
bor in New Hope, Evaristo 
Garcia. My six kids were think
ing of staying in Mexico. That 
bothered me. I wanted to come 
home." 

That common desire to come 
home, along with mounting 
international pressure on 
Guatemala's leaders, finally led 
to an October 1992 agreement 
guaranteeing the safe return 
home of Guatemalan refugees 
in southern Mexico. Included 
was a provision guaranteeing 
the right of the refugees to be 
accompanied by international 
observers . There was also a 
requirement stating that 
the Guatemalan government 
would buy land for refugees 
who lost their land when they 
were forced to flee. 

The returnees to New Hope 
were among the first to return 
under the accords, which are 
monitored by a six-member 
international commission that 
includes a representative of the 
World Council of Churches. 

Returning to Rebuild 
During the 20 months that 
they've lived in New Hope, the 
former refugees hav e been 
busy. After an initial three
month period during which 
they all lived in tents, each of 
the 200 families was given a 
plot of land to build a tempo
rary house of sticks and donat
ed sheet metal. Flowers 
appeared almost as quickly as 
the houses-a colorful sign of 
hope that life here would be dif
ferent. With help from churches 
and international agencies, a 
school was built, a clinic staffed, 
a water system installed, and 
several cooperative businesses 
begun. By the second year, with 
funding from the Norwegian 
government and the Rigoberta 
Menchu Foundation, communi
ty members started construct
ing permanent cement-block 
houses. 

Foreign "accompaniers" live 
in the community to monitor 
how the former refugees are 

Boys play a game of marbles in Nueva 
Esperanza, Guatemala. 
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The relationship of New Hope returnees to people in the neighboring poor villages 
has been a positive one. 

treated by government security 
forces . They labor side by side 
with the returnees under the 
tropical sun, laying blocks or 
unloading bags of cement from 
New Hope's truck-a donation 
from the US-based ecumenical 
group Pastors for Peace. 

After years of living in 
refugee camps, the returnees 
rejoiced at being able to once 
again plant corn-the heart of 
their diet . But a drought and 
insect invasion destroyed 
almost all their first crop, leav
ing them dependent on interna
tional aid. The com harvest this 
year promises to be better, and 
community members are exam
ining crop diversification and 
other economic activities that 
will help them survive. 

Besides continuing their liter
acy and educational programs 
for women, Manuela Diaz and 
other leaders of Mama Makin 

founded a bread bakery and a 
small, simple restaurant. 
They're providing seeds and 
encouraging women to plant 
vegetable gardens in order to 
expand the daily diet of their 
families. And they've launched 
a sewing project, in part 
because many women would 
like to recover their tradition
al-and highly colorful
indigenous dress. "When we 
fled to Mexico," Diaz recalls, 
"we had to quit wearing 
indigenous clothing in order to 
blend in. It was for our safety. 
We'd like to wear it again now, 
but it's expensive to buy." 

Diaz, now 33 years old and 
separated from her husband, 
acknowledges that the role of 
women in the community 
today is different from that in 
the past. Many women today 
speak Spanish in addition to 
their native Mayan language. 
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"And we speak up in i:neetings 
of the community," says Diaz. 
"Before, we didn't even get 
invited to the meetings. " 

Dealing·With .Conflict 
Although the 1992 accords call 
for the military to stay out of 
returnee settlements, residents 
of New Hope have several 
times faced down heavily 
armed army troops who tres
passed on their property. The 
times have changed, though. 
During "the violence" of the 
1980s, soldiers questioned civil
ians, harassing them and 
demanding to see their papers. 
Today, when soldiers stray into 
New Hope, the former refugees 
question the intruders and tell 
them to leave. 

Throughout Guatemala, settle
ments like New Hope are 
springing up. The trickle of 
refugees coming home from 
Mexico has become a torrent. 
Refugee leaders expect 15,000 
refugees to return home from 
Mexico this year-three times 
the number who returned in 
1993-1994. Yet 40,000 people 
remain in the UN-run camps, 
and another 60,000 refugees are 
dispersed throughout Mexico. 
Most want to come home but 
they are frustrated with the 
Guatemalan government's slow 
implementation of the 1992 
accords . The government 
blames the slowness on a lack of 
funds, but refugee leader Carlos 
Choe says the real problem is 
the government's "lack of politi
cal will. " 

Dan Long, a minis ter of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, who represents the 
World Council of Churches in 
monitoring the refugee return, 
agrees with Choe. He blames 
the Guatemalan military for 
carrying out a "psychological 
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campaign to isolate the returnee 
communities from their n igh
bors by accu ing the refugees of 
being guerrillas, subversives, 
Communists, and atheists." H 
attributes the campaign to "the 
military's perception that the 
r fuge s are a fifth column for 
the guerrillas. For them, ceding 
political space to the refugees i 
the same a ceding ground mili
tarily to the guerrillas." 

Along with four other interna
tional observers, Long wa 
taken hostage for 27 hours in 
late June by a paramilitary 
group opposed to the refugees' 
return. He acknowledges that 
some conflicts are to be expect
ed between returning refugees 
and peasants who live in near
by communities or who have 
moved onto the refugee' old 
land siuring the last decade. 
"Yet these are normal historical 
conflicts that we could easily 
resolve with mediation were it 
not for the military's interfer
ence," he reports. 

New Hope has experienced 
less conflict with its neighbors 
than many refugee resettle
ments. Diaz claims the relation
ship of New Hope returnees to 
people in the neighboring poor 

villages has been a positive 
on -in part because the com
munity lent two of its teachers 
to neighboring villages and has 
accepted 50 children from 
neighboring villages into its 
school. In addition, New 
Hope's clinic attends to the 
health needs of many people 
from miles around. 

Making the Gospel Real 
Although civil war still rages in 
the mountains around her, 
Manuela Diaz is looking for
ward to growing old in peace, 
her children and grandchildren 
beside her. Walking home from 
a Catholic "celebration of the 
Word" conducted in a muddy 
field in the middle of the com
munity, Diaz recalls how many 
refugees, when they fled, "felt 
that God didn't see us any
more." She also recalls how 
Christians in southern Mexico 
took them into their home and 
parishes, reaching out with love 
and sharing their commitment 
to a Gospel that calls for abun
dant life for all. 

Diaz remembers with fond
ness Bishop Samuel Ruiz, the 
controversial prelate who heads 
the Catholic diocese of Chiapas. 

This girl has a /10pef11l future. 

One of New Hope's five neigh
borhoods is named after him. 
"Don Samuel talked to us about 
how we weren't alone, how 
Mayans in southern Mexico suf
fered repression just as their 
cousins in Guatemala did," 
Diaz says. "He helped us 
understand how we needed to 
do more than just pray and 
sing. We'v got to work togeth
er in community and change 
our reality by making real the 
Gospel." 

Manuela Dfnz nnd her daughter outside their new /10111e in Nueva Espernnzn. 

Despite their terrifying history 
and the new challenges they 
face today, the residents of New 
Hope are courageously strug
gling to do just that: make real 
the Gospel in the midst of con
tinued suffering and death . 
Once hunted by their own gov
ernment, they are back in their 
homeland and determined to 
build a future of justice and joy. 
In the rocky soils of their com
m unity, their rekindled spirit 
has taken root, holding out new 
hope for Guatemala. 0 

Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist 
missionnnJ and an award-winning 
photojournalist. He lives in 
Guatemala. 
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by Marilyn Beecher 

r.ou celebrate 
in America?" 

first Christmas in 
the leaders of the 

t,.~dist Church in 
asking me to help 

,.......,.. ..... tmas Eve pro-
il.ltl!teln about the tra

light service of 
many United 
rches use. But 
me, "What else 

" I kept talking 
m ma carols. 

Light dawned when my trans
lator, Asparuch Asp aruchov .. 
explained to m e tha t, in 
Bulgaria, lightin g candles is 
associated with traditional 
Orthodox worsh ip . The carols 
were also a problem because, 
except for "Silent Night, " no 
one remembered the old 
Christmas hymns. "Let's think 
of something else," he said. 

This incident was part of my 
education as a new missionary 
in Bulgaria. 
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The older members of the Dr. 
Long Methodist Church in 
Sofia, where I now serve, have 
warm memories of family cele-
brations and special services of 
worship. But their memories 
are of long ago. In Bulgaria, the 
42 years from 1947 until 1989 
saw a severe persecution of 
Christians by the Communist 
government. Members of the 
Dr. Long Methodist Church 
stopped meeting after the arrest 
and the imprisonment of their 
pastor. 

During the four decades of 
Communist rule, people were 
afraid to take Christmas Day off 
from work or to decorate their 
homes. They knew they were 
being watched closely. A high 
school teacher told me about 
how the police would come to 
pick her up on the afternoon of 
Christmas Eve. She would be 
forced to sit in a police car out-
side a church, waiting through 
the night to identify any of her 
students who might attend 
worship. 

Since the dramatic political 
changes of 1989, Bulgarians are 
once again free to celebrate 
Christmas. The reclaiming of 
old traditions and the creating 
of new ones, in the home and in 
the churches, is a joyful process. 

Christmas Traditions 
Protestant Christians are a small 
minority in Bulgaria, represent-
ing less than one percent of the 
population. Perhaps because of 
their small numbers, they make 
a conscious effort to be different 
from the Orthodox Church-as 
was revealed in the reaction to 
my suggestion of using candles. 
Bu t some old Orthodox tradi-
tions are still practiced b y 
Protestants. Many people fast 
b y giv ing up meat for 40 
days before Christmas. So the 
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traditional family celebrations 
and the gift giving on 
Christmas Eve are accompanied 
by a vegetarian meal. The fast is 
broken on Christmas Day with 
a special dinner that includes 
ham and turkey. 

Homes are decorated very 
simply-usually by tying rib
bons on a single branch of an 
evergreen tree. Some very small 
Christmas trees were sold last 
year. But, at a cost of 130 to 200 
leva ($2 to $4), very few people 
can afford to buy a whole tree. 

Diado Koleda, Grandfather 
Christmas, brings gifts to chil
dren on Christmas Eve. These 
are usually very practical items: 
winter sweaters, clothes, shoes, 
and the luxury of a fresh orange 
or banana. The Communists 
tried to erase any observance of 
Christmas by creating new tra
ditions around the celebration 
of New Year 's Day. Diado Mraz, 
Grandfather Frost, took the 
place of Grandfather Christmas. 
He played the same role of 
bringing gifts, but, of course, he 
had no Christian origin or asso
ciations. Under Communism, 
evergreen trees or branches 
were decorated to welcome in 
the New Year, and New Year's 
Day was an official holiday. 

Christmas Preparations 
In 1994, Carlos and Esther Otero 
and I planned carefully with 
church leaders for a whole sea
son of Advent and Christmas. 
Carlos and I preached from the 
lectionary, using the themes of 
prophecy, preparation, and 
anticipation. We picked several 
Christmas carols out of the 
Bulgarian hymnal and sang the 
same songs each week so that 
people could learn them. 

Several women from the 
church had attended a confer
ence of United Methodist 

Women in Germany, where an 
Advent wreath was used . So 
when we suggested using an 
Advent wreath for our worship, 
we had a positive response. We 
explained the symbolism and 
used the wreath each week for 
the children's time in worship. 

A children's Christmas 
pageant was a new concept in 
Sofia. We had giggling angels, 
nervous shepherds, restless 
wise men, and a Joseph who 
never showed up. (We filled in 
at the las t minute with our 
church custodian.) 

Celebrating Christmas 
As missionaries and foreigners, 
we have worked hard to learn 
about the old Bulgarian tradi
tions. This has proved difficult 
for severa l reasons. For the 
Christmas celebration and for 
the more important observance 
of Easter, the gap of 40 years 
represents a historical memory 
loss. People remember the 
warm fe e lings and special 
moments of the past, but they 
do not necessari ly recall the 
details of a service of worship. 

Of the 18 pas tors serving 
Bulgaria before the war, only 
Pastor Iliev is still living, and he 
is 89 years old. Most Methodist 

churches in Bulgaria closed, 
and the two that remained open 
had little or no contact with 
each other. The church in 
Shumen was completely isolat
ed. Church members in Russe 
shared their building with a 
Pentecostal congregation. And 
in Varna, on the Black Sea, a 
few Methodists met with the 
Baptist congregation . So the 
styles of worship in each place 
were influenced in different 
directions. 

The challenge today is not 
only to remember the ways of 
the past but to also create new 
traditions that have meaning in 
a new world. The current gen
eration of children, youth, and 
young adults in Bulgaria have 
been taught atheism. They do 
not know the Bible stories. But 
the celebration of Christmas 
seems irresistible. I believe that 
this presents a wonderful 
opportunity to share the Good 
News, to invite people into the 
churches, and to tell them the 
irresistible story of God's love. 

"Silent Night" 
In July 1995, I was in a different 
place, with different people. In 
June, I had started work in 
Lovetch, a town two and a half 

In Bulgaria, trees are too expensive for the average person. This couple purchases an ever
green branch for the Christmas celebration. 
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hours from Sofia. I was going to 
Lovetch two days each week to 
work with the 12 people who 
are attempting to reopen the 
Methodist church there. After 
eating dinner with four of the 
church leaders, I told them I 
was wri ting an article for a 
United Methodist magazine 
and asked them to share memo
ries about Christmas traditions 
in Bulgaria. 

They shook their heads and 
looked down. Tears came to 
their eyes. "We didn't celebrate 
Christmas for so long .. .it was a 
hard time," they said. 

Then, Ilia 's eyes lit up. "Do 
you know 'Silent Night'?" he 
asked. "We never forgot 'Silent 
Night."' 

And sitting there, in a 
cramped, shabby apartment in 
the middle of July, they sang 
"Silent Night" for me. With eyes 
closed and expressions of won
der on their faces, they sang the 
Bulgarian words about the 
mother and child and heavenly 
peace. 

In both Sofia and Lovetch, 
there was a similar response. 
The churches had been closed. 
The pressure on Christians had 
been intense to conform and 
give up the religious "supersti
tions" of the past. During the 
long, incredible persecution, 
people had done what they had 
to do to survive. But they never 
forgot the song-or the Savior 
w ho was born to redeem the 
world on that silent night. 

Marilyn Beecher, a diaconal min
ister, is a World Division mission
ary serving in Sofia, Bulgaria. She 
was the first United Methodist 
missionary assigned to formerly 
Communist Bulgaria in 45 years. 

United Methodist missionaries: Marilyn Beecher, Esther and Carlos Otero and. their 
children, Stephanie and Emily, on Mount Vitosha. 

VICTORIA'S STORY 
by Carlos Otero 

The Tsankovi sisters, Esther and 
Victoria, live in a small two
room apartment. Victoria, aged 
90, answered the door with 
great excitement as if this were 
truly a very special day. It was 
Christmas week, and we had 
come to bring the two sisters 
Communion. 

Victoria Tsankovi spoke flaw
less English. I soon learned that 
she was a graduate of Boston 
University. Upon completion of 
her master 's degree in 1930, she 
returned to Bulgaria to teach at 
the American Girls' School in 
Lovetch. When the school was 
closed and the property confis
cated by the Communist regime 
in 1948, Victoria was forbidden 
to teach anywhere else-or 
even to say that she had been a 
teacher. With her credentials 
from an American Methodist 
university and her association 
with the mission school, she 
would be a marked person for 
nearly the rest of her life. Now 
she is a shut-in, living with her 
95-year-old bedridden sister. 

I handed Victoria the bread, 
with the words : "This is the 
body of Christ given for you." 
She held it in her trembling 
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hand, and, before eating it, 
affirmed with deep conviction: 
"I receive this bread as the body 
of our Lord Jesus, broken for 
me." When I gave her the cup, 
she said, this time with tears 
streaming down her face: "I 
accept this as the shed blood of 
Jesus, poured out for my sins." 

Because of her years of suffer
ing for the name of Jes us, 
Victoria understood that Christ
mas is but a prelude to Good 
Friday. But on her face and in 
her voice were the hope and joy 
of the Resurrection. Bethlehem, 
Calvary, and the empty tomb: 
these three hold the promise of 
what Victoria's name means
victory. 

The Rev. Carlos Otero is a 
United Methodist missionary . 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
by Esther Otero 

"Chestita Nova Godina! (Happy 
New Year!) I wish you: (tap)
health, (tap )-happiness, and 
(tap )-joy!" 

I had just been survaknitsa-ed 
by Ivan, one of the boys in our 
Sunday school. A survaknitsa is 
a twig about two feet long, with 
strands of wool or colored 
paper strung around the 
branches. Smaller branches are 
bent and tied to the main 
branch to form oval designs. 
Paper flowers or candy are tied 
on as decorations . On New 
Year's, a person takes the sur
vaknitsa and gently taps another 
person on the back, saying a 
special wish with each tap. 

What a delightful custom! It 
reminds me of the Apostle 
Paul's letters in which he begins 
by "wishing"-offering the 
readers God's grace, mercy, and 
peace. He then proceeds with a 
prayer for them. It is as if he is 
survaknitsa-ing the readers. For 
the Philippians he prays: 
"(tap)-May your love over
flow more and more, (tap)
may you determine what is 
best ... so you may be pure and 
blameless, and (tap )-may you 
be filled with the fruit of right
eousness." What a wonderful 
way to begin a letter to friends. 

As the New Year approaches, 
we often think about the past 
year and look ahead to the New 
Year. Let us also think about our 
New Year's prayer for each 
member of our family. If you 
have time, make a survaknitsa 
from a twig. If not, improvise 
by using a rolled-up newspaper. 
Then, on New Year's Eve or 
New Year's Day, during your 
devotional time together, begin 
or end by prayerfully survaknit
sa-ing each other. "My prayer 
for you is: (tap)-, (tap)-, and 
(tap). Amen." O 

Esther Otero is a Unit ed 
Methodist missionary assigned to 
Bulgaria with her husband, Carlos. 
The daughter of United Methodist 
missionaries , Richard and Eva 
Wehrman, she is involved in gener
al church work and health-related 
ministries. The Rev. Carlos Otero 
serves as a pastor in a ministry of 
church development. 

Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, a Sophia 
landmark, in winter. 
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A participant in the Christmas pageant. 
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For the Tongan-speaking com
munity that worships at 
Anchor Park United Methodist 
Church in Anchorage, Alaska, 
Christmas is a unique and spe
cial season. On Christmas Eve, 
members of the Tongan fellow
ship at Anchor Park celebrate 
Christmas with the larger con
gregation. Then, on Christmas 
Day, they have their own cul
tural celebration. 

The islands of Tonga lie on the 
International Date Line near the 
Tropic of Capricorn in the 
South Pacific Ocean. Tonga's 
tropical climate is very different 
from the climate of Anchorage, 
80 degrees of la ti tu de to the 
north. But the cultural differ
ences that Tongans encounter in 
Alaska may be as great as the 
climatic ones. 

The first-generation immi
grants from Tonga who have 
become United States citizens 
are very intentional about keep
ing the memory of their culture 
alive. It is especially important 
for them to instill in their youth 
the treasure of their heritage, 
even as they seek new ways of 
being a people of faith on 
American soil. 

Christmas in Tonga 
The traditional Christmas cele
bration in Tonga emphasizes 
famil y gatherings, the sharing 
of food, and festivities. Twice a 
year, the children receive new 
clothes-for Fakame' (Children's 
Day in Ma y ) and then for 
Chris tmas. A wee k before 
Chris tmas, family m embe r 
help one another clean their 
homes and churche . The 
sounds of sweeping, cleaning, 
cutting grass, and mo ing logs 
compose a common rhy thmic 
beat heard through ut Tongan 
villages during thi f ti e sea-
on of Chri tma . 
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At Christmas, parents look 
forward to meeting friend and 
r latives who live in cliff rent 
villages and on other islands. 
Families travel these di tances 
to be with one another to cele
brate Christmas and the New 
Year. The gifts of dance, affec
tion, and e pressions of appre
ciation are especially important 
community values that are 
shared this time of year. 

Retelling the Christmas story 
and including the children as a 
vital part of that story are 
important elements of the 
Christmas Eve celebrations in 
Christian churches of Tonga. 
Sunday school teachers give 
each child the gift of a balloon 
and a piece of candy, accompa
nied by lots of hugs. Later, the 
carols and hymns of Chri tmas 
echo .throughout the neighbor
hoods, as children, youth, and 
adults lift their melodious voic
es in song. Gifts of mats, food, 
tapa (Tongan cloth art), or other 
cloth material are generously 
distributed among those visit
ed. Most of the first-generation 
Tongan Americans remember 
the simple gifts given in 
Tonga-so different from the 
so phis ti ca ted electronic gifts 
given in the United States 
today. 

After the festivities of carol
ing, each extended family 
returns to the homes of family 
members. Then the elders tell 
the stories of the ancestors. The 
Tongan legends are remem
bered, along with the family 
rules and regulations and 
unique family-heritage trees . 
Children love to listen to these 
stories. Honor for the elders is 
expected-a given. 

Early on Christmas Day, the 
food is prepared for large com
munity gatherings. The air is 
filled with the aroma of cooking 

Members of the Tongan Fellowship at Anchor Park UMC 

food and baking breads and 
cakes. Each family prepares 
food for the neighbors as well 
as for the great community food 
exchanges later. More story
telling and festivities continue. 

Christmas at Anchor Park 
Today, at Anchor Park UMC, 
these Tongan traditions are pre
served primarily in the local
church setting. Many relatives 
are no longer accessible-they 
live half a world away. Hence, 
the family ga th rings in homes 
do not take place as often. But, 
at the 5:30 and 7:30 P.M. worship 
services on Christmas Eve, the 
Tongan American members of 
the church play a vital part in 
the sharing of the traditional all
church Christmas story. Some 
years, they carry on the tradi
tional Tongan caroling in their 
neighborhoods . Then, on 
Christmas Day, they have their 
own Tongan-language worship 
and prepare the Christmas feast 
at the church. 

It is a challenge to keep the 
memory of the ancestors and 
traditions alive in the United 
States . So the whole Tongan 
community seeks to bring all its 

extended families together at 
the church. 

We at Anchor Park are fortu
nate to have among us a group 
that so enthusiastically reminds 
us of the importance of being 
connected. Members of our 
Tongan fellowship remind us of 
the message that Christ con
veyed to the disciples gathered 
around the table in the Upper 
Room before his crucifixion. He 
invited them to share the bread 
and the wine and said: "Do this 
in remembrance of me." 

For the Tongan American 
Christians, Christ's invitation 
continues to be an important 
one. Their many efforts to bring 
the community together are 
rooted in the very One who 
brings deep meaning to their 
lives, especially as they preserve 
their faith and culture in a for
eign land. O 

Lupe Saafi, a first-generation 
immigrant from Tonga, is a mem
ber and lay leader of Anchor Park 
United Methodist Church in 
Anchorage. Sharon Kimbrough 
Cooper serves as a diaconal minis
ter of Christian Education and 
Music at Anchor Park UMC. 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK OVEMBER-DECEMBER 1995 39 

' ' • • • ' • • • • ·~ • -~ f ' .. ; I t' • , • r • ... ( •. ,.~ ,.,, , , , , • , • l ~' • '' < •: 



f the Women's 
Union Church 

interdenomina
~emational church, 

lll'liOdtt ten charities 
ir celebration of 

,..,.a .-.. .... Paz Caridad 
wenk, a United 

~-I!· ;sionary in the 
U 11'1!d the Union 

11ecte1e on two rural 

J\V11A5 
f£AE7/A 

ULIPPINES 
Santa Juliana, Tarlac, north of 
Manila . The Aeta are indige
nous people, many of whom 
were affected by the high vol
ume of ash fall from the Mount 
Pinatubo eruption in 1991. The 
Santa Juliana resettlement area 
is next to Ye Young Methodist 
Church. (Young means "Glory" 
in Korean. The Korean 
Methodist Church provided 
funds to build the church.) 

As their Christmas gift, the 
Women's Auxiliary of Union 
Church delivered food to the 
Aeta families. Students from 
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Shown standing, left to right, '1t the head 
of the table are Mark Yamson, a UTS stu
dent; Caring Schwenk, United Methodist 
miss ionary; and Fran r;oise Butt and 
Jennette Smit, president and vice president 
of the Union Women's Auxilian;. JBS stu
dents flank the table. Pastor Preci;, holding 
the guitar, is th e pastor of Ye Young 
Methodist Church. 

Union Theological Seminary 
(UTS) and from Immanuel 
Bible School OBS) were on hand 
to help distribute the gifts. 

"So many, man y p eople 
came! " Caring Schwenk told 
us. /1 And so man y children . 
Each child wanted a share too, 
but the shares were for families. 
We gave them pieces of candy 
so they wouldn ' t b e di sap
pointed." 

Food was given out to the old 
and the young-to all who 
came that day. The warmth of 
the climate and the glow of the 
fellowship filled the room with 
the shining spirit of Christmas. D 

An Aetn woman receives her share of the 
Christmas food distribution . 
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by Christie R. House 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard sh.all lie down with the 

kid, the calf and the lion and the 

f atling together, and a little child 

shall lead them. 

(Isaiah 11:6) 

NEW WORLD OUTL 

She was worth it. Our nine
pound bundle, whose gestation 
caused her mommy so much 
trouble during the pregnancy, 
was worth it. For three months 
through the long second 
trimester, I literally did not 
sleep. This was a case to bewil
der the medical professionals as 
they checked their books and 
their charts: "But you are sup
posed to be more tired than 
usual-getting more sleep at 
this time. This is the trimester 
when most women feel their 
best." Well, I already had a clue 
that I was not like most women. 

My husband and I hurried off 
to psychologists, cardiologists, 
pulmonary specialists, and 
finally a sleep clinic. "The prob
lem is, you never get past the 
alpha sleep phase. Something is 
inhibiting your deep sleep 
cycle." For this little piece of 
knowledge, which I told them 
going into the clinic, we paid a 
small fortune. Night after night, 
I slept only 10 minutes at a time 
at the most-maintaining my 
work schedule through hyper
activity (I would have gone 
crazy staying at home-a nap 
only lasted 10 minutes as well) 
and maintaining my hope 
through constant praying to 
God to please let this phase 
pass . I am certain it was 
through prayers-including 
those of my husband, his fami
ly, my parents, the congregation 
of St. Paul and St. Andrew 
United Methodist Church in 

ttan, my coworkers at 
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the General Board of Global 
Ministries, and the prayer chain 
of Trinity UMC in New 
Cumberland, Pennsylvania
that God granted me the 
strength to keep going. 

My family hardly recognized 
me by the seventh month. I had 
become someone else. I didn't 
even possess my usual 
resources for dealing with stress 
and emotional trauma. Sleep 
deprivation had stolen them 
away from me. 

But she was worth it. 
Somehow through these horri
ble chemical imbalances and 
raging hormones (a similar 
experience, though not as 
severe, had accompanied my 
first-born), God created and 
brought forth a healthy, thriving 
child. The mysterious ways of 
God are brought home to me 
again-that out of pain comes 
joy. 

Out of weakness comes 
strength. How can a child lead 
us to the Kingdom? How can 
an innocent, pure soul have an 
effect on the ugly sinfulness of 
this world? The cow and the bear 
shall graze, their young shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. Isaiah pre
sents crazy, impossible ideas. 
That a Bosnian Croat, a Bosnian 
Serb, and a Bosnian Muslim 
could ever graze together in a 
mutually owned land; that 
Palestinians could ever be 
accepted as citizens by Israelis; 
that we in the United States 
could ever finally figure out 
how we might live together and 
overcome racial and gender 

prejudice-these are impossi
ble, crazy ideas .... 

Until you hold the innocent 
child. Hold a child this Advent 
season. Hold a young child, 
three or four months old, if you 
can. Through this tactile experi
ence, God has a wonderful way 
of renewing us. Ask to borrow a 
baby from some young parents 
in your congregation for a little 
while . My friend Frances
Helen, a retired pastor, says: 
"Let me hold your daughter a 
while. It is so wonderful to feel 
a little baby curl up against 
your shoulder. It makes you 
remember." Holding a baby, all 
things are possible. In her eyes, 
you will see the world as it 
should be-safe and wonderful. 
Through him, you'll catch a 
glimpse of how very much God 
loves each of us. 

They will not hurt or destroy on 
all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

God came to earth in a small, 
unassuming form ... a baby. 
Jesus' mother went through 
much psychological, emotional, 
and physical trouble. She was 
unmarried and pregnant, in 
grave danger of losing her 
fiance, her shelter. Then she had 
to make a long and arduous 
journey in her last trimester of 
pregnancy (not the time you 
want to be bouncing up and 
down on a donkey). But for her, 
and for Joseph, little Emmanuel 
was worth it: a new baby-life 
starting over out of pain, bring
ing forth joy and hope. 

To God, each of us is worth it. 

Whatever the pain, whatever it 
takes to reach us and to heal us, 
God withstands the frustration 
and withstands the disappoint
ment because we are worth it. 
Like a mother who steadfastly 
endures pregnancy and child
birth, God accepts the worst in 
our lives-that we might travel 
through the pain and emerge in 
joy. We are worth it to God. 

Hold a baby and remember. 
Feel the tiny soul lean into you, 
grab at you for comfort and 
security, sigh heavily when she 
knows she is safe, look up and 
smile at you. She is worth 
whatever it takes for us in this 
world to make it safe and won
derful for all children. She is 
worth it, and so are you. Let the 
impossible words of Isaiah 
unfold as a prediction for a 
time of the possible. God 
renews us each year with tiny 
Emmanuel. 

In the great love of God, all 
things are possible. A little child 
leading wild animals, playing 
over the den of a poisonous 
snake, predators lying down in 
peace together-such things are 
the ways of God, the ways that 
Christians follow. In the Advent 
of our Savior, proudly believe 
in these impossible ideas. In 
our weakness God makes 
strength. In our pain, the seeds 
of joy are planted. O 

Christie R. House is the associate 
editor of New World Outlook. 
Bekah, her first-born , is now six, 
and Hannah Kaitlyn Reasoner will 
be five months old by the time this 
magazine is off press. 
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CHRISTMAS ... 

Christmas provides a unique 
opportunity to teach about mis
sion. The season's celebra tions 
take on a special flavor when cul
tural aspects of different regions 
are used. 

As you cultivate support for 
mission, integrate the worship 
and celebration experiences of 
Christians from Brazil, Ecuador, 
India, Mexico, and Nigeria. 

Brazil - In Brazil, a cus tom 
widely followed in both 
Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches is the setting up of the 
creche (or manger scene). 
Brazilian creches are quite elabo
rate, featuring figurines of people 
and animals that form an entire 
village. To mark the days before 
Christmas, the three kings are 
first placed far away from the 
manger. Then, each day, they are 
moved a little closer to the baby 
Jesus. Finally, on Christmas Day, 
they are right beside the manger. 

Ecuador - It is an Ecuadorian 
custom to make unusual or 
unique breads that are shared at 
family dinners . One church has 
every family make a loaf to bring 
to the Christmas Eve service. 
There, all the bread is blessed, and 
each family gets a chance to take 
home a loaf baked by another. 

India - Christians are about 2 
percent of the population in 
India, and Christmas is a time for 
witnessing. Some churches fly a 
Christmas flag-a white flag 
with a red cross in the middle. 
Most have Christmas Eve ser
vices to which church members 
invite their non-Christian friends 
and in which they present the 
Christmas story in pageant and 
music. Afterwards, parties are 
held. One traditional dish is the 
Abraham cake, a mound of rice 
covered with brown sugar. In 
some regions, lemons are 
exchanged. 

Mexico - Christmas in Mexico 
is characterized by the four P's: 
poinsettias, pinatas, pastorelas 
(plays), and posadas. The posada, a 
reenactment of Mary and 
Joseph's search for a place to stay, 
involves going from house to 
house singing carols and seeking 
shelter. A local church group 
could collect food for the home-
1 es s by conducting a posada 
among its members. 

Nigeria - In Nigeria, there is a 
great emphasis on retelling the 
Christmas story. Church services 
include pageants with large casts 
of characters. On Christmas Day, 
it is customary to exchange gifts 
of food, such as rice and chicken 
stew and fruits . In the afternoon, 
women go dancing and singing 
from house to house. 
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GO GLOBAL WITH 
CHRISTMAS ... 

BY INCLUDING: 

• Greetings Use phrases from 
other countries to say "Merry 
Christmas." In Brazil, the greet
ing is "Feliz Natal "; in Germany, 
"Frohliche Weihnachten "; in 
Spanish-speaking regions, "Feliz 
Navidad;" in French, "foyeux 
Noel." 
• Music Share the origins of 
Christmas carols. (For example, 
"Silent Night" came from 
Germany; "Angels We Have 
Heard on High," from France.) 
Sing carols in various languages. 
Use Christmas choruses that 
come from other countries. (For 
example, "The Virgin Mary Had 
a Baby Boy" is from the 
Caribbean region.) 
• Customs Incorporate a custom 
from another country into your 
church life. Use Advent calendars 
(Germany) to talk about mission 
concerns. For a pattern and ideas 
for creating a Mission Advent 
Calendar, see Great Mission Ideas 
for Workers with Children, p . 30 
(Service Center, 1-800-305-9857, 
#4293, $3 + $3.50 shipping and 
handling). 
• Decorations Hang up stream
ers and tin ornaments . Make 
straw and origami stars. Make 
pine-cone ornaments and hang 
up pine boughs. 0 
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"lam encfo&ing &ome picture& to &how you what United 

M ethodi&t Development fund i& helping to accompU&h. Thi& 

i& going to be ·a bea.uti~ud building." j. R. 

(Excerpted from letter sent by a church member of Whiting United Methodist.) 

first Mortgage Money AvailaOle 
The United Methodist Development Fund 

Providing first mortgages for United Methodist Churches, 

distri cts, city societies, di str ict unions, and conference church 

extension societies; for new construct ion, renovations, 

additions, relocations, and parsonages. 

For information and/or a Loan Application call 
1-212-870-3865. 

The United Methodist Development Fund 

Room 320, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 101 15 

COLE'S 

ere' s a little dis
traction from 
whatever you're 
doing: it's esti
mated that talk
ing to another 

person while driving a car 
reduces your concentration by 
one-third. 

Concentrating can be v ry 
difficult, which may be one rea
son we admire succ ssful ath
letes. Bonnie Blair, the Olympic 
champion speed skater, has said: 
11 Anytime I work out, I hav to 
have tunnel vision. /1 Blair 
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F. J. Verstraelen 
(GEN ERAL EDITO R) 

A Camps 

L. A Hoedemaker 

M. R. Spindler 

Set apa<t from othe< bmad trea tments of missiology by l:') 
the number and expertise of its contributors, each of whom 
brings to the total work some fresh and important perspective, 
Missiol~gt;: A n Ecumenical Introduction is a deliberately ~ 
ecumenica l work that trea ts the histories and mission war~~ 
of all Christian traditions with respect and openness - including 
honest and intelligent critical response. In this way it allows the 
reader to see the full breadth of the church's mandate. 

This volume w ill be appreciated both as a textbook and as a series 
of essays to info rm, stimulate, and challenge missionaries, mission 
administrators and planners, and all Christians interes ted in the 
world wide mission of the church. 

"Only two decades ago questions were being raised in scholarly 
circles as to whether missiology should be recognized as an aca
d emic d iscipline. If any such ques tions remain, Missiology: An 
Ecumenical Introduction will certainly put them to res t. This book 
is a magnificent piece of work." -C. PETER WAGNER 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

ISBN 0-8028-0487-X • 505 pages • Paperback • $25.00 

1996 Prayer Calendar 
Your prayer , focused by the Prayer Calendar, will join other s to 
strengthen mission around the world in the name of J esus Christ. 

Order from the Service Center: 7820 Readi ng Road , Cincinnati OH 45222-1800 
1996 Pra yer Calendar (#2140)@ '6 .50 plu postag<' and handling. 
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complained that being asked 
for autographs while she is 
training interrupts her concen
tration. 

Learning to concentrate is not 
the answer to everything, how
ever. People who concentrate 
too much are often viewed as 
narrow and even rude. 

Walter Lippmann, who was 
probably the greatest American 
journalist of this century, had 
this problem. He had great 
powers of concentration. But 
once while playing croquet 
with his wife and friends, he 
stood looking off into space 
while the other players waited 
for him to come back to reality. 

"Walter," his wife said, "Stop 
thinkin I " g. 

Thus it is not enough to con
centrate-we have to pay atten
tion to the world around us. We 
sometimes call this broader 
view "vision." 

The people who concentrate 
on details today are called 
"splitters." They split things 
into tiny parts, analyze them, 
and focus on details. 

Those who take the broader 
view are called "lumpers." 
They put things together, see 
the whole, and call us to vision. 

What does this have to do 
with mission? Plenty. 

We're hearing more and more 
formulas for church reform 
these days. Most of these for
mulas call us to focus on essen
tials . For instance it has been 
said we must recall our 
Wesleyan heritage (as if that 
were a single reality). It has also 
been said that we have to con
fess the "apostolic tradition," 
another reality with many 
dimensions. 

It doesn' t seem to help much 
to go in the other direction-to 
say, for instance, that we need 
to think of the "connection" or 
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to "value diversity." 
The problem is that The 

United Methodist Church is not 
any one thing. It cannot easily 
be captured by formulas. 

The late Albert Outler once 
lamented that we were not unit
ed (given all the theological, 
regional, and other conflicts we 
have); that we were not really 
the only Methodist Church and 
so shouldn't use the in our title; 
and that, after uniting with the 
Evangelical United Brethren, 
we were not purely Methodist. 

I suppose Dr. Outler would 
have allowed us to call our
selves a church. But you'll notice 
many people these days who 
tell us that we're not a real 
church (i.e., we don't fit their 
definition of the church). 

Which is more important-the 
essentials or the vision? To be a 
splitter or a lumper? 

There's a saying going around 
that has two forms. The first is: 
"God is in the details." The 
other is: "The devil is in the 
details." Which is true? Possibly 
both are-depending on the 
details. 

Perhaps we should invent a 
corollary: "God is in the 
whole." 
If that invites a similar saying 
about the devil, it might catch 
on, since paranoia seems to be 
popular. 

I'm for another saying alto
gether, which is that nothing 
good happens until the details 
reflect the whole. Maybe we 
could call this the view of the 
"meshers." 

We meshers are the people 
who do the work after someone 
else describes our "vision." We 
are the people who are given 
difficult work and must figure 
out how it fits into the greater 
scheme of things. 

Split, lumped, or meshed, we 
focus on the whole. o 

OMSC 1996 
Seminars 
Darrell Whiteman Jan . 15- 19 
Culture, Values, and Worldview. Professor of 
anthropology at Asbury Seminary examines how 
worldview and theology of culture impact cross-cultural 
mission. Eight sessions. $95 

Charles Van Engen Jan. 22- 26 
Urban Churches in Mission. Dr. Van Engen, Fuller 
School of World Mission. explores the demands of 
mission in light of God 's love for the city. Cosponsored 
by Latin America Mi<sion. Eight ses.ions. S95 

Jose Miguez-Bonino Feb. 12- 15 
Face of Protestantism in Latin America. Dr. 
Mfg ueL- Boni no surveys Protestant churches and their 
contemporary witness. Eight se sions. $95 

Jan A. B. Jongeneel Feb. 26-Mar. I 
Prayer, Belief, Worship: Dynamics of Missionary 
Service. OMSC Sen ior Mission Scholar. Utrecht . 
Netherlands. re lates spiritual fonnation to the challenges 
of cross-cultural mission. Cosponsored by Christian 
Refonned World Mission. Eight sessions. $95 

Evvy Hay and Richard Crespo Mar. 4-8 
Church-based Community Health Care. Drs. Hay and 
Crespo. wi th the co<ponsorship of MAP International, 
conduct an interactive program in communlly health 
care and development. Eight sessions. 95 

we're ready to talk about mission! 
David A. Kerr Mar. 11 - 15 
Christians Meeting Mu lims: Presence, Dialogue, Witness. Dr. 
Kerr explores Islamic culture and belief. Cosponsored by Beeson 
Global Center of Samford University, Mennonite Central 
Commiuee. United Church Board for World Ministries, and 
Worldwide Ministries Division. Presbyterian Church (U .S.A.). 
Eight sessions. $95 

Duane Elmer Mar. 20-23 
Cross-Cultural Connict Resolution. Dr. Elmer. Wheaton 
College, combines lectures and group processing to strengthen 
interper.onal skills. Cosponsored by Moravian Board of World 
Mission . SIM International. and World Relief. Wed. 2:00 
p.m.-Sat. noon. seven se;sions. $95 

Donald Senior Mar. 25- 29 
Journey to Jerusalem. Dr. Senior. Catholic Theological Union. 
Chicago. renects on the personal significance of the cross in 
mission . Cosponsored by Maryknoll Mis,ion Institute, at 
Maryk110/I, N. Y. Eight ses<ions. $120 

Peter Kuzmic Apr. 22- 26 
Christian Mission in Eastern Europe. Dr. Ku1m1c, 
Evangelical Seminary. 0\IJel . Croatia . evaluate' 
Chri sti an mi ss ion 1n the po,t-Commun"t era . Co
sponsored by Eastern Mennonite M"'ion,. lnterVa"1t) 
Mi ~s i o n ~. and Wor ld Evan ge li ca l Fcll ow, hip Eight 
Sf'S1ons. $95 

Ma ria Rieckelman and Donald Jacobs Apr. 29- May 3 
Spiritual Renewal in the Mission Community. R1ecke lman and 
Jacobs direct a time <•f biblical and per.anal renec11on . Eight 
ses,ions. $95 

David E. Schroeder Ma) 6-8 
How to Do Strategic Pl anning for ~ li ssion . Dr. Schroeder. 
Pre, ident of yack College. New Yorl. 'how' how to c1aluatc 
and plan for new m"""n outreach. Co,pon,orcd b) Lutheran 
Church- Mi"ouri Synod Mi \\IOn Service,. Mon. 2:00 p.m.-Wed. 
noon. $75 

David Harley Apr. 8- 12 
Training for Cross-Cultural Mission. OM C Senior 
Mi5'ion Scholar. fonner principal, All Nations Chri,tian 
College, England. eva luates Fir>t and Third World 
mode l; of Jeade"hip training. Co<pon<ored by 
American Baptist Internationa l Ministries. Eight 
\eS\ion,. $95 

I:------ -----------, 
I Sign me up for 1hc'c 'enunaf"\: end me more mform~tmn I 

Tite Tienou Apr. 15- 19 
Christianity in Post-Independ ent Afri ca. The 
Pre,idcnt of Alliance emi nary. Abidjan. Cote d" Jvoire. 
, urvey' the nature and mi,<ion of contemporary African 
churche,. Co,pon,ored by MARC/World Vi,ion 
International. Eight 'e"ion, . $95 
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Over eas Ministries Study Center 
490 Pro;pec t St. , New Haven. CT 065 11 

Tel: (203) 624-6672 Fax: (203) 865-2857 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION 
A special 48 page resource in magazine fonn at 

Order from the Service Center : 7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati 011 45222-1800 
1995 VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (#2509)@ 5.00 plus po ' tage and handling. 
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