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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
When Jesus gave his Great Com.mi sion to his disciples, telling them 
to "go therefore and make disciples of all nations," he included the 
instruction: "teaching them to obey everything that I have command
ed you." (Matthew 28:19-20) The eleven were thus sent forth not as 
raw recruits but as missionaries carefully prepared by three years of 
training under the tutelage of Jesus. 

Today, the missionaries commissioned by the General Board of 
Global Ministries also go forth after long and careful preparation. 
They pray for years to discern God's will for their lives. When they 
are convinced of their call, they proceed to an application and selec
tion process that takes from 12 to 18 months. Then they undergo 15 
weeks of intensive training at the GBGM's Mission Resource Center 
in Atlanta. To learn more about their prayerful preparation, read the 
special section on "Missionary Training" that leads off this July
August issue of New World Outlook. 

"We were exposed to some other mission-sending organizations," 
says missionary pastor-mechanic Pat Watkins, "and learned that their 
training was very short-about four weeks ... [despite] how much 
there is to teach." Having "longer training than anyone else ... really 
helps," says missionary nurse Susie Canafax. Let the missionaries 
themselves-plus Resource Center executives Allan Kirton and 
Connie Nelson and a 9-year-old "Mission Kid," Emily Gipe-tell you 
more about missionary preparation in The United Methodist Church. 

And keep in mind the many options for short-term mission ser
vice. "In my opinion," Allan Kirton writes, "the Volunteers in Mission 
[VIM] movement is the greatest mission blessing with which God has 
endowed the church in this century." This fall, New World Outlook will 
offer a special publication-in magazine format-on VIMs and their 
work worldwide. 

Now, as promised in our May-June Mission Study Issue on 
Europe, we bring you more "Mission Minutes" -this time featuring 
stories from Western and Northern Europe. Yet another European 
story is Barbara Simon's "Reaching Out Across the Atlantic," telling 
of a reconciling program for Catholic and Protestant youth in Ireland 
and the United States. 

The closing section of the issue features "Local and Global 
Mission"-from San Francisco, CA, to Camden, NJ, and from 
Venezuela to Zaire. "Even the Globe Is Local," Paul Dirdak tells us, as 
he shows how businesses and social-service agencies can work 
together to the financial benefit of both. Missionary-photojournalist 
Paul Jeffrey-who just won the top Award of Excellence for Magazine 
Photography from the Associated Church Press (ACP) for his photo 
essay, "Central America: The Struggle Continues" (NWO, July-Aug. 
1994)-this time shows us in words and pictures how indigenous 
people are "Fighting for Good Health in Venezuela ." Finally, we 
revisit last year's mission study on Africa. Don't give up on the conti
nent, David Briddell exhorts us in a must-read article, "Responding 
to the Needs of Sub-Saharan Africa ." Hope for Africa is also palpable 
in Christie House's interview of Jack Miner, who tells how a dream is 
being realized in Zaire at the "Diengenga Trade School." 

Speaking of Associate Editor Christie House, she and her husband, 
World Division missionary Don Reasoner, are now the proud parents 
of Hannah Kaitlyn Reasoner, born on May 31 (9 lbs., 2 oz.). And speak
ing of our 1994 Mission Study Issue on Africa, the ACP judges ga e it 
an honorable mention and wrote : "Many denominational paper 
focused on Africa [in 1994], but this was by far the best! " Cheers! 
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Missionary Candidates: 

by Connie Nelson 

Although the faces change, the 
scenario remains the same. The 
quiet lull after Christmas is sud
denly broken . One by one-via 
car, airplane, or even moving 
van-a new spring class of World 
Division missionary candidates 
begins to arrive in Atlanta, ready 
for 15 weeks of intensive prepara
tion and training at the General 
Bo a rd of Global Ministries' 
Mission Resource Center. 

This time, thirteen adults, six 
children (including a six-week-old 
baby), and one child "on the way" 
travel from Massachusetts, North 
Dakota, Texas, Florida, Virginia, and 
North Carolina to this southern city, 
which is busy with preparations to 
host the 1996 Olympics . World 
Div ision missionary candidates 
undergo their own spiritual and 
practical "Olympic" training here in 
the fall and spring, while National 
Div ision missionaries, mission 
interns, and US-2s have their train
ing sessions in the summer. 

J oumey Toward Mission Service 
For many, the trip to Atlanta 

represents a final phase of a much 
longer journey toward missionary 
service through the General Board 
of Global Ministries (GBGM). First 
there is the initial sense of calling 
to God's mission. Next comes the 
application and selection process 
(which takes, on average, 12 to 18 
months). This period concludes 
with acceptance, an assignment, 
and the invitation to attend prepa
ration and training. 

Each clas of candidates brings 
its own unique combination of 
personalities, life experiences, pro
fessional accomplishments, gifts, 
and graces . This group is com
posed of an emergency-room 
nurse, a clergy couple, educators 
specializing in early childhood 
and in work with the hearing
impaired, a pilot-mechanic, an 
accountant from Chile who had 
been imprisoned under the 
Pinochet regime, a YMCA director, 
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a librarian, and a United 
Methodist district superintendent. 

Although the majority are Euro
American, four come from the 
Caribbean and Latin America. The 
average age is 39 . English is the 
first language of most, wi th one 
Spanish-speaking candidate 
receiving translation throughout 
the program. Many are fluent in 
two or more languages. Several 
have served as short-term mission
aries in countries such as Haiti, 
Zaire, and Liberia. Others have 
traveled as Volunteers in Mission 
to projects in the United States and 
around the globe. Two are children 
of missionaries, born and raised 
outside the United States. 

These women, men, and chil
dren are a diverse mi -yet united 
in their understanding of God's 
call to full-time mis ion ervice. 

Transition 
The first week of missionary 

preparation and training i 
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narked with medical appoint
nents, transfer of bank accounts 
md other personal business, get
ring settled into a new apartment, 
md beginning to learn the often 
:onfusing streets of Atlanta. 

Candidates are housed in two 
locations each spring. Families 
with children reside in Turner 
Village Apartments, which are 
wned by the Candler School of 

Theology on the Emory University 
campus in northeast Atlanta . 
Singles and couples live at the 
Willis J. King Apartment Complex, 
located on the campus of the 
Interdenominational Theological 
Center (ITC), which is in the 
southwest corner of the city. 

Although the larger apartments 
in Turner Village provide the space 
necessary for families with chil
dren, the separation of the mission
ary-candidate group is an ongoing 
challenge to community-building. 
This separation calls for greater 
intentionality by candidates in 

arranging times for fellowship , 
potluck dinners, and casual gather
ings in each other's homes. 

Before missionary candidates 
are invited to spring or fall prepa
ration and training, they receive 
an assignment from the GBGM's 
World Division. This doesn't nec
essarily mean that they will have 
the same assignment at the con
clusion of the 15 weeks, however. 
Case in point: Denise Honeycutt 
and her husband Pat Watkins, 
along with Susie Canafax, were 
originally assigned to positions in 
Sierra Leone. However, during 
each week of the training, the civil 
unrest in this west African country 
grew stronger. Eventually, United 
Methodist missionaries were evac
uated from Sierra Leone. 

After negotiations with World 
Divis ion staff, the three Sierra 
Leone candidates were reassigned 
to Nigeria. Of course they experi
enced disappointment after hav
ing spent months planning and 

Opposite, p. 4: Nydia Irizarry de Jara 
and Juan de Dios Jara with daughter 
Camilla on the morning of Juan's com
missioning. Left: After the commis
sioning service at Memorial UMC in 
White Plains, NY, back row: the Rev. 
Or. Randolph Nugent, General 
Secretary, GBGM; Beth Anne and 
Douglas Gipe, missionaries; Bishop 
Herbert Skeete, President, GBGM; John 
McCullough, Associate General 
Secretary, Mission Personnel Resources; 
front row: Emily Gipe and her twin 
brothers, William and Andrew. 

envisioning their lives and work 
in Sierra Leone. But all agreed 
that their call 1 ngs to mission ser
vice were not necessarily to a spe
cific country but to the place of 
greatest need. 

As the candidates experience 
the 15-week program at the 
Mission Resource Center, they 
begin to learn the importance of 
remaining open and flexible . 
Assignments change . Visas are 
also sometimes delayed, requiring 
a period of wai ting and itineration 
among supporting churches 
before the missionaries finally 
leave for assignment. 

Transformation 
Through coursework, through 

interaction with one another, 
through participation in a mission 
practicum (volunteer ou treach 
work), and through expo ure to 
two distinct urban et tings (the 
predominantly African Am rican 
southwest Atlanta and the Euro-
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American Emory University area 
in the city' s northeast), the mis
sionary candida tes begin the 
process of transformation. 

For the first time, many are 
challenged to think critically about 
mission and their role in God ' s 
enterprise. They examine issues of 
culture and Christian faith, weigh 
the complexities of Western poli
tics and policies as they impact 
developing countries, and deepen 
their respect for the integrity of 
the indigenous people with whom 
they will serve. 

The transformation is not just 
internal. Throughout the process, 
candidates begin to identify out
wardly with people in their coun
tries of assignment. They do this 
through their dress, by seeking 
out special foods at farmers' mar
kets or in restaurants, and in their 
quests for literature, music, poetry, 
and news sources from their 
homes-to-be. 
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Above, left: Bishop Herbert Skeete (right) ing, 
greets newly commissioned Alford and Hope Somi 
Alphonse. Above, right: Joan Schrock scho 
Woodward and Don Woodward with their "hon 
daughters Laurel and Ardys. Left: Juan de for I 
Dios Jara , dressed to represent Peru, with year 
Birgitte French (right), coordinator of the sum 
Missionary Wellness Program, and an ITC Unit 
student (left ) during the Mission Fiesta. chui 

Becoming Community 
After the first weeks of transi

tion, the missionary candidates 
adjus t to the rhythm of prepara
tion and training. Each selec ts a 
"spiri tual partner" with whom to 
meet regularly. These relationships 
deepen over time and often extend 
beyond the training in Atlanta . 

There are potluck dinners at 
ITC and Turner Village, with the 
children delighting in each other 
as newfound playmates. There are 
also group ou tings to nearby 
Stone Mountain, to farmers ' mar
kets, and to concerts. 

Just as in other communities, 
the missionary candidates 
respond to one another 's joys and 
concerns. Illness is met with calls, 
prayers, and homemade soup . 
Children become part of an 
extended family, with babie and 
youngsters alike being loved and 
nurtured by all the adults-not 
only their parent . 
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Sending Forth 
The Service of Commissioning 

marks the successful completion 
of missionary preparation and 
training. Although most mission
ary candidates are commissioned 
at the conclusion of the 15-week 
process, some are not, for a variety 
of reasons. As the discernment of 
their calling unfolds, some candi
dates realize that they can best 
serve God in ways other than as 
Uni ted Methodist missionaries. 
Others are deferred by the General 
Board of Global Ministries until 
personal, profes ional, or other 
outstanding issue can be 
resolved. 

The spring 1995 class of World 
Division missionary candidates 
traveled to Stamford, Connecticut, 
on April 1 for the Spring Board 
Meeting of the GBGM. It was the 
first time for many to ee th New 
York area or to ob er e the denom
ination's mis ion agency at work. 
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Then, at 11 A .M . on Sunday, 
April 2, at Memorial United 
Methodist Church in White Plains, 
New York, 10 of the 13 candidates 
were commissioned as United 
Methodist missionaries . During 
the service, special music was per
formed by Joan Schrock 
Woodward, Don Woodward, and 
Juan de Dios Jara. A mission state
ment written by the group was 
read to the congregation. 

Then, just as abruptly as the 
group had been joined together 
for the common purpose of train
ing, the time came to move on. 
Some are going on to language 
school. Some are returning 
"home" to make final preparations 
for leaving the country for three 
years. Some are preparing for a 
summer of itineration, visitin g 
United· Methodist churches and 
church gatherings across the 
United States. 

Apartments transformed into 
homes for the space of 15 weeks 
are dismantled, with belongings 
packed carefully into special bar
rels for overseas shipment. Cars 
are loaded, flight reserva tions 
made. Then, after a final spiritual
discernmen t retreat, with the 
Lord's Supper shared b y the 
group for the last time, the depar
tures begin. 

Another class of United 
Methodist missionary candidates 
has completed training to become 
commissioned missionaries. 

And again, after a brief lull, a 
new missionary-candidate class 
begins its arrival at the Mission 
Resource Center. 0 

The Rev. Connie Nelson, herself an 
approved missionary candidate, is a 
clergy member of the Northwest Texas 
Annual Conference and executive sec
retary for Communication s and 
Train(ng in the Mission Personnel 
Resources Program Department of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The following statement was written 
collectively by the spring 1995 class 
of World Division missionary candi
dates and was read by Susie Cana.Jax 
during the Service of Commissioning. 

God is at work in our world 
offering life and hope to all, espe
cially those who e lives are filled 
with pain and defea t. God seeks 
to bring salva tion to all people. 
For Jesus, this meant wholeness, 

bringing good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, recovery of 
sight to the blind, freedom to the 
oppressed, and proclaiming the 
year of the Lord's favor. Jes ls 
spent his whole life enfleshing 
this mission. 

And the good news is that God 
has invited all of us to join in and 

be partners in God's mission in 
the world. And so we come today 
as diverse individuals from differ
ent places with a variety of gifts to 
say "Yes" to God. 

We join together with all who 
say "Yes" to God's mission. 

Together we are in partnership 
with one another as we join in the 
work that God is about in our 
world. We do not s tand alone nor 

really are we unique, for all 
Christians are invited to be a part 
of God's work in the world wher

ever they are. 
Abraham and Sarah were called 

to go out to a new place, a land 
that God would show them. We 
too have felt God's call in our lives 
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to journey to a new land. For some 
of us, that invitation was received 
with joy and eagerness; for others 
of us, we wondered if God really 
knew what God was doing! Our 
journey in faith have not been 

without struggle and without 
much time asking: "Who am I that 
I should go? Surely there are tho e 
who would be much better." As 
Moses wondered if Aaron would
n ' t be the better choice, so each of 
us knew that we were not the only 
ones who could do this job. Yet 
God continues to invite us. 

Throughout this process, we 
have felt God's presence through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, as we 
have been nurtured and chal
lenged as individuals and as a 

group. We have felt the frustration 
of dealing with finite human in ti

tutions and the joy of knowing we 
are being prayed for and cared for 
by persons we don't even know. 
God, whom we call by many 
names, has invited us to join in the 
great work of justice and redemp
tion of all people. 

As we have sought to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ in the 
place we call home, so we offer 
our elve as United Methodist 
missionaries to be the church, th 

Body of Christ, as we are sent from 

you all around the world. We 
stand before you today to say 
"Yes" to God' invitation to join in 

God's mission. Thank you for your 
prayers and continued support. 
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MISSIONARIES ON 
MISSIONARY TRAINING 
"The training has been very thor
ough . The y've made a g rea t 
attempt at trying to help us under
stand what it's going to be like in 
the place of assigrunent. " 

-Douglas Gipe 

" The program a t the Mis s ion 
Resource Center h as he lped to 
integrate the children very well
as much as possible around their 
school work. Ka thleen Masters has 
done a wonderful job using differ
ent kinds of activ ities : art and 
music, s tories, cooking experi
ences, all kinds of things to offer 
to them the unders tanding tha t 
global mission is more than just 
w ha t your mom and dad are 
going to do." 

- Beth Anne Gipe 

"Overall, it's very good training. I 
have h ad exp erien ce w ith other 
denominations and their training. 
We seem to have longer training 
than anyone else. It really helps, 
because we have so much to try to 
get under wraps before we go to 
o u r new h om e . Th e culture is 
always woven in to each subject 
we cover." 

- Susie Canafax 

"For the first time, I was looking 
at mission training formally. After 
all these years of doing mission, I 
was on the other end of mission . I 
could see very clearly how helpful 
it is to be trained before going on 
the mission." 

- Hope Alphonse 

"We were exp osed to some other 
miss ion-sending organiza tion s 
and learned that their training was 
very short-about four weeks. The 
m ore we've b een a p art of thi s 
training, the m ore we've realized 
how much there is to teach. I con
tinue to be really impressed with 
the theo logy of the church in 
term s o f i ts m ission and w hat 
we're doing around the world." 

-Pat Watkins 

"The diversity of faculty they have 
is very good-no t jus t a t the 
Resource Center itself but in the 
people they choose to use. Folks in 
the local church would be p roud 
to know w h a t our church is 
d oin g- w h a t they are d o in g
th ro u gh the Mi ss ion Re source 
C ente r. We' re we ll equ ipped 
when we leave." 

- Denise Honeycutt 

World Division Missionaries Commissioned April 2, 1995 
The names, professions, most recent residences, and places of assignment of spring 1995 commissioned missionaries
with the ages of missionary children at the outset of preparation and training- are as follows: 

Alford Alphonse, distric t superintendent, native of Panama, and Hope Alphonse, librarian, native of 
Jam aica; from Holden, MA (New England Annual Conference) to Jamaica Distric t, Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and the Americas. 

Virginia Sue (Susie) Canafax, nurse; from Fort Worth, TX (Central Texas Annual Conference) to Jos, Nigeria. 

Beth Anne Gipe, early childhood educator, and Douglas Gipe, membership director, Durham YMCA; from 
Pittsboro, NC (North Carolina Annual Conference) to Lubumbashi, Zaire; Emily Gipe, age 8; William and 
Andrew Gipe, age 5 (twin boys). 

J. Denise Honeycutt, pastor, and James P. (Pat) Watkins, pastor and mechanical engineer; from Gladys, VA 
(Virginia Annual Conference) to Bambur, Nigeria. 

Juan de Dios Jara, accountant-administrator, native of Chile; spouse of Nydia Irizarn; de Jara, native of Puerto 
Rico and former World Division missionary in Chile; both to "Las Colonias" Border Ministry in South Texas, 
National Plan for Hispanic Ministries (Rio Grande Annual Conference); Camilla Belen Jara, age 3. 

Don Woodward, airplane pilot-mechanic, and Joan Schrock Woodward, educa tor of the hearing-impaired 
(members of a Presbyterian Church and a Mennonite community); from Fargo, ND, to Kamina, Zaire; 
Laurel Mae Schrock Woodward, age 3, and Ardys Ann Schrock Woodward, eight weeks (b. Dec. 6, 1994)
sometimes known as "Laurel and 'Ardy." 
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Journey 
to Mission 

by J. Pat Watkins and J. Denis~ Honeycutt 
We arrived in Atlanta a t the 
Mission Resource Center on 
December 30, 1994. Our car was 
full of boxes and we were full of 
excitement and expectation. Willis 
J. King Apartment #201 on the 
campus of the Interdenomi
national Theological Center (ITC) 
would be our home for the next 16 
weeks. We were beginning a new 
phase of our life journey: our 
preparation and training for mis
sion service. 

Patt of that training involved 
learning how to live in cross-cul
tural situations. We experienced 
this not only in the classroom but 
also because we lived in a pre
dominantly African American 
community within downtown 
Atlanta. We began to feel in some 
small way what it means to live as 
a minority in our culture. This 
became real to us on the first 
night, as we tried to find a restau
rant to deliver food to our 
address. In all of Atlanta, no one 
would make a delivery to "our 
section" of town. The next after
noon, when we went to the post 
office, grocery store, and shopping 
mall, we were the only Euro
Americans in sight. We began to 
see that the training program was 
going to be more than just book 
knowledge but a real-life experi
ence of preparing us for a new and 
exciting but different and some
times difficult culture. 

As our training officially began, 
we met the other missionary can
didates . We were a very diverse 
group-coming from different 
backgrounds, life experiences, and 
theological orientations. During 

Virginia Sue (Susie) Canafax (left) 
with fellow missionary candidates 
Denise Honeycutt and Pat Watkins 
at the GBGM's Mission Resource 
Center in Atlanta. 

our time together, we struggled to 
form a community. It was difficult 
because we lived in different parts 
of the city. Some of the candidates 
had young children, ranging in 
age from newborn to 10 years old. 
Others were grandparents. Some 
were single, and some were mar
ried with no children. It was 
because of our diversity that, in 
some ways, we mirrored our 
world-which is not homoge
neous but rather gifted with all 
kinds of different folks. We were 
ab le to recognize the body of 
Christ with its many parts right in 
our small community. 

Through our training, we 
quickly learned to appreciate the 
ministry of The United Methodist 
Church around the world . We 
were greatly impressed by the 
mission statement of the General 
Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM). At times, the amount of 
knowledge imparted to us seemed 
overwhelming, but we found it 
essential to learn as much as we 
could in order to prepare ade 
quately for the task ahead. Our 
studies included a wide range of 
topics-from John Wesley and his 
mission theology all the way to 
issues confronting mission in the 
next century. Nuts-and-bolts ses
sions ranged from how to pack for 
three years to what kind of water 
filter to buy. 

Overall, our experience was 
quite good . Truly our church is 
involved in God's mission of sal
vation and wholeness around the 
world. And while we're sure noth
ing could prepare us for every
thing we'll encounter, our training 
enabled us to feel much more con
fident in terms of who we are as 
missionaries. It enabled us to feel 
well prepared to meet the physi
cal, spiritual, and emotional issues 
that we're sure to face . 0 

J. Denise Honeycutt and f . Pat 
Watkins, a married couple, are pastors 
in the Virginia Annual Conference. 
They are going as GBGM missionar
ies to Bambur, Nigeria, where Denise 
will teach New Tes tament at Banyam 
Theological Seminary and Pat, who 
has a degree in mechanical engineer
ing, will develop a voca tional educa
tion program in auto mechanic . 
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"M1~sion Kids " 
i11 At/1111/11. Back 

row: lachary 
M1111g11icm , 
£1111/y G1p1·, 

f... 11 1/1er111c 
l'lso11 011 11 il'I; 

fro11 t row, 
Wil/i11111 a11d 

A11drci11 1pc. 

by Emily Gipe 

When I left North Carolina, I was 
sad and a little scared because I 
was going to miss my friends and 
family. I loved the freedom I had in 
the country, where I could run in 
the wood , play, and be free. 

My mom and dad told me that 
we would meet new friend s and 
go to a new chool named 
Fernbank Elementary. They told 
us we would also be in a program 
with other mi sionary kids. 

When we were in " Mi ion 
Kids," a weekend program, we 

L \\ \ \ )RLOl TL ) flt:'!.\ , "l 14'1-

learned about the countr Zaire 
and other African countri . v e 
learned fir t aid and did lot of art 
project -even a banner for th 
Mi ion Fie ta . We cooked rice 
on ce and read a book call d 
Everyone Eats Rice. It wa fun to 
make picture with color d ric 
and to maRe pupp t from pota
to . We ga v e a puppet ho\ 
u ing our pota to p opl to tell a 
tor y, " The Ance tor Tr , " an 
frican folktale. 
Wh n we get to Zair , m dad 

will be principal and my m m will 
b a t acher in an 1 m ntary 
chool named TE L. I' ll b in 
chool ith m par nt , \ hi h 

mak me feel a littl funn . I 
ha en ' t gon to ch ol \ ith m · 
parent befor . [TE OL tands or 
Teachers of En ii ·h to peaker · o 
Other Language ·. The Gipe· will be 
at the English- peak111 cltool o 
L11bu111 ba hi-Ed.] 

I h a v mad a fri 

E Ill i I 11 - Ip t' i... th l' d '111 l Ji t ( ' l 

Do11:lih and Beth 1111e ipc ri1 ·11 

tlt1 Milt 11n1/11111 -011 ~ rt'llu' ·11' 

c11l be q war old 111 /11/11 

Lib 



:e 
le 

rt 

• ' ' • ' <. ' • ' ' ~· ' ' { ! ~r ~ ~ ~~ ' 

Mission Memo 
Liberian Bishop Appeals for Peace 

Urging international action to end his nation's civil 
war, United Methodist Bishop Arthur F. Kulah of 
Liberia has asked that the United States recognize the 
Liberian government that was put into place in 
March 1994, persuade other countries to stop selling 
and transporting arms to Liberia, strengthen African 
peacekeeping forces, and use the United Methodist 
Church in Liberia as a channel for buying back 
weapons from combatants. He urged the United 
States to resist "giving up on Liberia," saying that 
there is still hope for peace. (Advance #150300-7, 
Liberian Emergency) 

Flood and Tornado Relief 
Torrential rain in the greater New Orleans area 

caused the worst flooding Louisiana has experienced 
in three decades. Nearly two feet of rainfall May 8-10 
flooded thousands of homes and damaged at least 14 
church properties in what some are calling a "silent 
disaster." Relief workers said the flooding caused 
more damage than when Hurricane Andrew hit the 
state in 1992. United Methodist churches throughout 
southern Louisiana are preparing to house volunteer 
work crews throughout the summer. Spring floods 
have also devastated parts of Illinois, Missouri, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Indiana. And, from May 9-
13, nearly two dozen tornados damaged churches, 
schools, and homes in Illinois. On May 9, for example, 
a tornado took the chimney off the United Methodist 
church in Elkhart, IL, and slammed the steeple into the 
house next door. To provide financial support through 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), 
use Adv ance #901518-2, Louisiana Emergency; 
#901475-7, Emergency Needs, Mississippi; or #901670-
1, Domestic Disaster Response. 

Associated Church Press Awards 
N ew World Outlook was one of four United 

Methodist publications recognized by the Associated 
Church Press (ACP) in its 1994 Awards ceremony on 
April 25 in Ottawa-and the only one of the four to 
win a top Award of Excellence. The Award of 
Excellence in Magazine Photography recognized the 
work of missionary photojournalist Paul Jeffrey in his 
photo essay, "Central America: The Struggle 
Continues" (July-Aug. 1994). New World Outlook also 
received an honorable mention for theme coverage 
for "African Churches Speak" (May-June 1994), 
which judges called "by far the best" focus on Africa. 
Three United Methodist newspapers were honored 
by the ACP, which is composed of 200 religious pub
lications: the Dallas-based United Methodist Reporter; 
Unit ed M ethodist Conn ec tion , published b y the 
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference; and the 
Indiana Area Hoosier United Methodist NEWS. 

Kazakhstan Partnership 
The Methodis t H osp i tal, the Texas Child ren 's 

Hospital, and the Southern Baptis t-affilia ted Baylor 
College of Medicine-all located in Houston, TX- are 
now linked in a partnership with the General Board of 
Global Ministries (GBGM) and with health officials 
and four hospitals in the Semip ala tinsk region of 
Kazakhstan. "In no other known area of the world," 
says Cathie Lyons, head of the GBGM's Health and 
Welfare Ministries, "has such a s table p opulation 
experienced so many years of nuclear weapons test
ing and the repeated effects of ionizing radiation ." 
O ver the ne xt three years, the US Agen cy for 
International Development will provide $2.4 million 
for the partnersh ip program, which is coordinated 
through the American International Health Alliance. 

Visa for Alex Awad 
After a long series of applications made since his 

commissioning in 1989, Alex Awad, a Palestinian
born US citizen and a GBGM missionary, has finally 
been granted an official "A-3" visa by the Israeli gov
ernment. This visa is renewable and will permit him 
to continue his ministry at Bethlehem Bible College 
on the West Bank in Israel-Pales tine without the 
threat of expulsion. Awad, his wife Brenda, and their 
two sons moved to Bethlehem on a tourist visa last 
summer with the hope that they would be allowed to 
s tay. Awad expressed his thanks to all who have 
prayed for him and lobbied for his visa. 

Korean Jubilee 
Christians from North and South Korea will unite 

spiritually as they celebrate 1995 as the Year of 
Korean Jubilee . Timed to coincid e wi th the 50th 
anniversary of Korea's liberation from Japan and its 
division into two parts, the religious observance will 
focus on continued efforts toward reunifica tion. The 
Rev. Michael Hahm, a United Methodist who chairs 
the Korea Church Coalition, said planners saw the 
jubilee as an "affirmation of faith that God has been 
working to bring reconciliation ." Churches around 
the world are asked to celebra te the jubilee on the 
Sunday before August 15. For information, call the 
Rev. Paul Kim at 212-870-2123. 

DEATHS Susie Peach Foster, retired deaconess with 
40 years of service-26 as a missionary (including 10 
years in Korea) and 14 as a deaconess-died April 13, 
1995, at the age of 89 ... Sue Emily Watts, a retired dea
coness with more than 38 years of service, died April 
20, 1995, at the age of 80 ... Vera Rhee Falls, a retired 
deaconess with more than 36 years of service, died 
April 26, 1995, a t the age of 82 ... Ruby e Este lle 
Russell, a retired deaconess with more than 30 years 
of service, died May 18, 1995, at the age of 87. 
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How the Mission Resource 
Center is establishing new 
paradigms for preparing the 
whole church for mission 

When the Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference ended in 1910, dele
gates left chanting a paean of 
euphoria and optimism : "The 
whole world for Christ in our gen
eration!" Before the final century of 
the millennium could lo e its shine, 
Christian leaders were committing 
themselves in the bold declaration 
of faith that, by 1935 or 1940, every 
continent and island would be 
decisively evangelized for Christ. 
Visionaries were asserting that, in 
25 or 30 short years, Satan would 
be falling from the skies. The fulfill
ment of the prophecy that " the 
kingdoms of the world would 
become the Kingdom of our God 
and of His Christ, and He would 
reign for ever and ever!" would be 
well within their reach. 

Some would say that one ought 
not to be optimistic with a mi ty 
optic. 
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A Turbulent Epoch an1 
The beginning of the twentieth !au 

century saw the effective con oli- mi 
da tion of colonialism and ma tin 
have led attendees at that confer- h( 
ence to predict a new har e t of of 
halcyon day for mi ion. Yet e en Ii\' 
their mo t diehard Jeremiah cai 

could not have anticipat d the gr. 
actual procession of e nt . Four 
year later, the sam Chri tian pe 
colonial power would b cu 
engulfed in global combat. Before e. 
the end of the decade, Ru ia ' cit 
Chri tian ci ilization w uld be Ci 
dethroned at gunpoint and m 
r placed b a regim that out- ec 
lawed God, trump tin th e) 

Mar i t dictum that r ligi n m 
th opiat of the pe pl . In a n- ca 
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a grotesque deformation of the 
cro as its embl m, would 
employ the progenitor of 
European "ethnic cleansing" to 
kill millions in the Holocaust. 

In um, the conference attendees 
disregarded the nationalistic rum
blings that were calling colonialism 
into question. And, beyond a 
doubt, they remained mute as a 
new colonialism began to emerge-
one not of powerful nations but of 
transnational corporations. 

Suddenly, the "mission field" 
was neither so inviting nor so hos
pitable as before. A new realism 
had begun to dawn. Christian 
churches, with varying level of 
sensitivity and purposefulne s, 
began to pursue mission in the light 
of the new learnings that three cata
clysmic decades had engendered. 

It was on the heels of that turbu
lent epoch that the ecumenical 
movement was formally organized. 
It was becoming increasingly clear 
that ~e evangelization of the world 
was more likely to happen through 
the concerted effort of Christians 
operating within the parameters of 
a vastly changed view of reality. 
Branches of the Methodist Church 
and other historic communions 
launched a program of preparing 
missionaries in an ecumenical set
ting, using a curriculum that 
showed respect for these new facts 
of life . But even that was short
lived. The supply of missionary 
candidates dwindled, and the pro
gram was discontinued. 

Optimism had given way not to 
pessimism but to caution and cir
cumspection. As the end of the 
second millennium loomed, it was 
clear that, while the Edinburgh 
Conference may have been far 
more ambitious than was warrant
ed, churches had gone to another 
extreme, dawdling on the crucial 
matter of fulfilling their ontologi
cal voca tion. 

The Mission Resource Center 
In the final decade of this cen

tury, The United Methodist 
Chvrch established the Mission 
Resource Center-once described 

by a visiting bishop a s "The 
United Methodist Church's best
kept secret." In a unique structur
al relationship to two of Atlanta 's 
premier theological institutions
both the Interdenominational 
Theological Center (ITC) and the 
Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University-the Mission 
Resource Center is a t the hub of 
rigorous academic pursuit, avant
garde technical innovation, coura
geous international advocacy, and 
creative opportunities for commu
nity service. 

The center addresses everal 
crucial concerns-all related to 
the conviction that the church has 
a mission imperative enshrined at 
the very heart of our acceptance 
of Christ and our incorporation 
into the community of God's peo
ple. Among those concerns are the 
following: 

1 
That the mission field of 
the world (including the 

•United States) is in greater 
need than ever of being brought 
under the influence of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Contrary to attempts to reduce 
theology to sociology and salva
tion to "civilizing," the human 
need for sa lvation is even more 
urgent in today's technologically 
driven world. Is there a continu
ing need for missionaries? 
Decidedly yes! And the Mission 
Resource Center is a locus for 
ongoing analysis of contemporary 
reality and emerging trends so 
that the programs of Preparation, 
Orientation, and Formation for mis
sion service may be tailored to 
that reality. 

But we go beyond that. We not 
only reject the notion of mission's 
being a one-way street but we find 
the idea of a two-way street just as 
unacceptable . Mission has to do 
with the people of God venturing 
to and from every point of the 
compass, offering and receiving 
the Good News, and promoting 
both wholeness and holiness. Our 
International Church Person in 
Residence program ensures input 

Opposite, p. 12: A weekend workshop for 
missionary candidates at SIFAT (Servants 
In Faith And Technology/Southern 
Institute For Appropriate Technology) in 
Lineville, AL, includes a tour of the brick
making facility. Below: Two World 
Division missionaries: the Rev. Ramesh 
Modayil, now serving in District Naintal, 
India, and Larry Kies, now serving at 
Nyadire Secondary School in Mutoko, 
Zimbabwe. 
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"In my opinion, the Voluuteers in Mission 
111ove111ent is the greatest 111ission blessing with 

which God has endowed the church in this 
century. It acknowledges the 111issio11 vocation 
of all the people of God and fulfills the yearn

ing of so nwny Lo participate actively." 
-Allan Kirton 

The Atlanta skyline serves as a 111etapl1or for tlie Mission Resource 
Center itself not a "place" but a program, drawing upon the 

expertise of such varied institutions as the Interdenominational 
Theological Center, the Candler School of Theology, the Carter 

Center, tlie Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Global 
Health Action, and other Atlanta-based organizations. 

-· ct 

Mission 
Resource 
Center 

• 
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fro m those once considered the 
"receivers" of miss ion . Perhaps 
the knowledge that what we sow 
in oth er places may flower and 
bear fruit in our place may con
tribute to the quality of what we 
offer to others. 

As we look to the future , we 
will need to purs ue new and 
imagina tive forms of collabora
tion, wi th training programs in 
various regions of the world. That 
way, more parts of the process of 
preparation may take place in the 
very se ttings where people will 
enter into active service. 

2 
That if all the people of 
God are a part of God's 

e mission, we have a duty to 
enable everyone to fulfill that 
vocation. 

In a highly differentiated and 
complex society, it is not surpris
ing that careful organization and 
specia liza tion should become 
standard features of the culture. 
But however desirable that may be 
in most domains, its practice in 
the area of mission has effectively 
sidelined the rank and file of the 
community of faith. Their role has 
been confined to the offer of their 
prayers and their money. By con
tras t, our Mission - Enabling 
Workshops-conducted at the dis
trict level wi th local churches-are 
aimed at bringing the ordinary 
Christian into mi sion and at giv
ing people handles for grappling 
with mission needs in their neigh
borhoods and farther afield . 

The other development with 
which the Mis ion Re ource Center 
wan ts to remain in s tep is the 
Volunteers in Mission movement. In 
my opinion, this spon taneou , 
mainly lay initiative is the grea test 
mission ble sing with which God 
has endowed the church in this 
century. It acknowledge the mi -
sion voca tion of all th p pl of 
God and fulfill the yearning of o 
man to participa te ac ti I . The 
center offers orientation e i n at 
th local level, a re ·ource of per-
onn 1 and time permit. t th con

f rence, di trict, and juri dictional 
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levels, our efforts now have a mul
tiplying effect. 

At the Mission Resource Center, 
we teach the understanding that 
we are all partners in the one mis
sion of God. Our au thenticity as 
missionaries arises from our faith
fulne to the Gospel and from our 
diligence in carrying out our 
assignment-not in the length of 
our erv ice or in the amount of 
preparation we may have received. 

3 
That if missionaries are so 
important to the ins titu

•tional church 's mis s ion 
outreach, we owe it to them to 
provide the quality of care and 
support they need and deserve. 

Th us i t is tha t the Mission 
Re ource Center has a special care 
for Miss ionaries in Tra ns ition
whether between assignments, at 
the end of their mission service, in 
personal crisis, or as victims of 
national crises. 

We .are able to arrange for and 
provide the best professional ser
vices for reorientation, counseling, 
and debriefing. I pray that we will 
soon have the resources to respond 
more fully to the needs of retiree , 
particularly those who have spent 
a lifetime overseas and for whom 
the United Sta tes is much more a 
foreign country than other places 
where they have lived and served. 

A centerpiece of our program of 
caring is the inn ova ti on of the 
World Program Division of th e 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
After long experience and much 
study, it has established a program 
for the evaluation, care, and main
tenance of wellness among those 
who serve under its auspices. 

A comprehensive Miss ionary 
Wellness Program-under the over
a 11 superv is ion of Dr. Da vid 
Hilton, an internationally dis tin
guished medical missionary-uti
lizes the serve of Emory Clergy 
Care and is coordina ted by Niels 
and Birgi t te French, themselves 
World Division missionaries. We 
con ider this program- which has 
responded to the needs of more 
than 200 people in the 18 months 

of its exist nee-a natural part of 
our department's mandate of mis
sionary support. 

Finally, there is the critical area 
of informa tion sharing . We are 
w ell pas t the da ys when a mis
sionary's letter took six months to 
reach its des tination and when six 
months more went by before the 
writer co uld expec t a rep ly. 
Information has now become a 
commodity with a price tag, and 
th ose who would exer t control 
over cyber pace have been gloa t
ing about the new Information 
Superhighwa y. To da te, d enomi
n a tions and chu rch leaders are 
said to fee l so threa tened by the 
traffic on tha t growing thorough
fare tha t most are afraid even to 
get on the ramp! 

And ye t, the message of the 
Gospel was firs t communicated by 
the earliest missionaries along the 
same highwa ys over which 
Roman emperors marched their 
armies. The new challenge in our 
time and in the fu ture will be how 
to use this new superhighway as a 
cybernetic conduit for the Gospel. 
In in troducing our missionary 
candidates to this idea, the 
Mission Resource Center would 
like to prepare them to use this 
exploding technology, which will 
soon be accessible from anywhere. 
Further, we look to the develop
ment of a bank or mailb ox of 
information on mission through 
w h ich da ta may be accessed or 
exchanged. 

As we stand on the threshold of 
the coming millennium, we, like 
our predecessors in 1910, could 
engage in high-flown rhetoric as 
w e chart our course in to the 
fu ture . But in the light of a fas t
changing and unpredic tab le 
w orld, it may be wiser to trus t 
God to accompany us as far as we 
can see-and to trust ourselves to 
God as par tners in the mission 
whose future only God can see. 0 

A llan Kirton is Director of the 
M ission Reso urce Center of the 
General Board of Global Ministries in 
A tlanta, Georgia. 

During a worship service in the Cannon 
Chapel of Emory University in late 1992, 
the Rev. Claudia Genung-Yamamoto per
form s a liturgical dance for missionary 
candidates and GBGM directors. A mem
ber of the fa ll 1992 World Division class 
trained at the Mission Resource Center, 
Rev. Genung-Yamamoto serves in Tokyo. 
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A number of United Methodist churches from the European Central Conferences sent us short 
updates about specific mission projects, new models, revitalized churches, and challenges they face. 
We present them here as short stories-a perfect size for a mission minute at the worship hour, in 
opening devotions, or during small group discussions. The stories below concern churches of 
Western and Northern Europe: Germany and Scandinavia. Stories from churches of Central and 
Eastern Europe appeared in our May-June issue. 

GERMANY 
Working 
"Underground" 
for God in 
South Germany 
by Johannes Schafer, 
translated by Sally 
Harrington 

On Friday evening a t 8:00, a 
small "OPEN" sign is hung out on 
the lower entrance of the church 
building in Pegnitz in southern 
Germany. The "U" - standing for 
Underground-is ready for it 
guests. This youth bistro is the lat
es t attempt of the United 
Methodist congregation to reach 
out to the local community. The 
prayer of those who work there is 
that God will work in the under
ground of the guests' hearts. 

The workers want to reach out 
in any way they can: through the 
friendly atmosphere of the base
ment, its rounded ceilings reminis
cent of a subway station; through 
the lovingly prepared snacks and 
nonalcoholic beverages that are 
sold at cost; through friendly, laid
back ser-.,r ice and an open ear for 
guests; and through the weekly 
"U Spot," a postcard-sized printed 
sermon that is passed out when 
the guests pay bills. The first expe
riences have been encouraging. 
Without a great deal of advertis
ing, this bistro has been almost 
completely full. The workers are 
convinced that God has indeed 
begun His underground work in 
their community. 

The bistro is part of the ew 
Church Development Program of 
the South Germany Annual 
Conference. The program began in 
Pegnitz at th end of the 1980s. In 
this area, near the Czech Republic, 
in the shadow of the former Iron 
Curtain, a geographically pread 
net of United Methodi t congrega
tion developed at the tum of the 
twentieth century. However, poli ti
cal and economic condition since 
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World War II have greatly hindered 
mi sion work. Many church mem
bers, especially young people, left 
their hometowns; and the congre
gations experienced a membership 
loss that, in some cases, threatened 
their continued existence. 

Today, things look much differ
ent. The net of congregations has 
not been torn; rather, weaker 
points ha ve been s trengthened . 
Many congregations have experi
enced spiritual renewal combined 
with a respectable growth in num
bers. The net has been further 
s trengthened through new pro
ject . God ha indeed blessed our 
effort in new church development, 
which we call Neulandmission (pio
neer mission) . In our ecular oci
e ty, new church de elopment 
means true pioneer work . Only 
about 5 percent of the German 
population att nds any variety of 
denominational wor hip service. 

By now, the Germany Central 
Conference ha launched the ew 
Church Development Initiati e in 
all four of its annual conference . 
Thi courageou end a or entail a 
tremendou inve anent in annual
conference finance and per onn 1. 
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The combined effort of rebuilding 
weak congregations and develop
ing n w ones has meant that larger 
congregations and charg s hav 
had to go without deserved and 
hoped-for personnel. It is not asy 
to inv t in something that does 
not seem to pay off at fir t. In 
South Germany, there are 14 loca
tions on the list for congregation 
starts and building projects. 

The methods and starting points 
for each project differ. Worship ser
vices in the new congregations 
generally break with standard 
liturgical forms and include such 
elements as personal witnessing, 
shared community prayers, and 
praise. Evangelistic preaching is 
undergirded by the experiential 
character of the gatherings. 

In Pegnitz, the church wa 
established on a "seed" basis, 

DENMARK 
Friendship 
Across Borders 
by Niels Jessen 

In July 1994, a group of United 
Methodist scouts from Denmark 
traveled to the island of Saaremaa 
in Estonia to organize the first 
joint Estonian-Danish scout camp. 
The Danes brought equipment for 
both themselves and their 
Estonian friends. The Estonians 
were taking part in a scout camp 
for the first time in their lives. 

The camp was part of an exten
sive project started in 1992. At that 
time, volunteers from the Danish 
Methodist Association of Youth 
Organizations went to Kuressaare 
in Saaremaa to help the local 
United Methodists refurbish their 

which made its beginnings very 
difficult. Pastor Johannes Schafer 
moved with his family to this small 
city while at the same time contin
uing his work with another church 
in Bayreuth, 19 miles away. The 
Schafers held a series of evangelis
tic gatherings-at first in a gymna
sium and later in th rearranged 
living room of the pastor's home. 
Two tent meetings, though disap
pointing in numbers, proved to be 
important sources of publicity. 

The first confirmation of results 
came after three years of work 
when a young woman made a 
conscious decision for Christ. 
Over the years, a small house con
gregation developed that met reg
ularly at the parsonage for wor
ship services and discussion 
groups. The Schafers established a 
rapidly expanding program for 

church. It had 
been without 
maintenance for 
about 50 years. 

When the job 
was done, the 
Danes decided 
to help the 
Estonians orga
nize work for 
children and 
young people. 
For many years, 
Estonians had 
not taken part in public life 
because it was controlled by the 
Communists . After much plan
ning, fund-raising, and letter writ
ing, a group of members from the 
congregation at Frederikshavn, 
Denmark, went to Estonia . Their 
aim was to persuade a group from 
Kuressaare to come to Denmark 
and be part of a Danish scout
training event. Some of these 
young people later took part in the 
1994 scout camp. 

Since the scout camp, a group 
of young people in Kuressaare 
have met regularly to continue 

children. Then, seven years after 
their arrival, a store building in 
the middle of town was acquired, 
remodeled, and placed into ser
vice in the spring of 1984. With 
this, the congregation found many 
more possibilities, such as the 
bistro, open to them. 

The congregation is looking for
ward to continued expansion, 
praying for God's continued bless
ings of growth within and with
out. The church is still a small 
sapling needing special care and 
support from outside, but it has 
the goal of growing into a strong 
tree . The Schafers are joyful that 
more connecting knots can be tied 
into the United Methodist Church 
net. We, as a small United 
Methodist Church in Germany, 
have begun to understand the 
importance of these connections. 

scout work. In January, volunteers 
from Frederikshavn were in 
Kuressaare to help conver t the 
attic of a building next to the 
church into scout meeting rooms. 

The next phases of the project 
are taking place this spring and 
summer. First, a couple of young 
Danes will go to Kuressaare to 
help train the local scouts. Then, in 
July, we hope that a group of 
scouts from the Methodist congre
gation at K uressaare can come to 
Denmark to participate in a sum
mer camp for all branches of the 
Danish Methodist Church. 
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NORWAY 
Congregational 
Development in 
Norway 
by Jan Petter Walaas, 
translated by Patrick Friday 

In the summer of 1992, the Rev. 
Douglas Chapman of the 
Northwest Texas Conference was 
appointed to work in the Norway 
Annual Conference. He was sent 
to assist Oyvind Helliesen, pastor 
of the local United Methodist 
church in Stavanger, Norway. The 
youth pastor, Idar Halvorsen, 
comple ted the team . This 
Norwegian-American partnership 
has established outreach activities 
to build up a new congregation in 
the Hundvag district of Stavanger. 

Stavanger, a city of more than 
150,000 on the southwest coast of 
Norway, is an ideal location for a 
strong United Methodist presence. 
It was with prayerful considera
tion that the first step toward con
gregational development in the 
Hundvag district was taken 16 
years ago. A scout group was 
started then that today is 150 
members strong. Four years after 
the scout group was organized, a 
United Methodist kindergarten 
began on the ground floor of a 
large apartment complex . This 
soon gave the church a strong 
presence in the community. Today 
that kindergarten serves more 
than 60 children. 

Pastors Idar Halvorsen and 
Douglas Chapman began their 
mission by taking up residence in 
the Hundvag district. Their goal 
was to expand the work of the 
scout group and kindergarten and 
eventually to establish a church. 

Opposite, p. 19: The Rev. Douglas Chapman of the 
Northwest Texas Conference, left , has joined Oyvind 

Helliesen, center, and youth pastor Idar Halvorsen as 
part of a United Methodist outreach team in Stavanger, 
Norway. Below: The Unit~d Methodist kindergarten in 

the Hundvag district of Stavanger is located on the 
ground floor of a large apartment complex. 

' ' ' ' . 

Living in the district, they devel
oped a special sensitivity to the 
local Lutheran church . This is 
important in a predominantly 
Lutheran country, where the state
church system forces towns to 
build new Lutheran churches in 
new districts, even if non
Lutheran churches are already 
established there . The Hundvag 
project team has been in constant, 
cooperative dialogue with local 
Lutheran leaders. 

The dreams and wishes for the 
work in Hundvag are many. 
Prayer groups have been meeting 
in the center of the city of 
Stavanger to pray for the project's 
continued uccess . The plan to 
develop program that both a i t 
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the community and evangelize for 
The United Methodist Church has 
resulted in the creation of a chil
dren's choir. House gatherings one 
Sunday a month have begun in 
the kindergarten facility, which 
can seat over 75 people . ow 
there is a strong desire to build up 
additional house meetings in the 
community. 

Senior pastor Oyvind Hellie en 
best expresses the goal of the pro
ject: "Our prayer i to ha e the 
wi dom and information to follow 
where God lead . We pray for 
courage and openne to meet the 
ta ks and challenges that are 
before u . What a ble d da 
wh n we recei e the fir t memb r 
in the Hundvag congregati n ." 
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A New Church 
Out of the Flames 
by Jan Petter Walaas, 
translated by Patrick Friday 

During Christmas night 1992, 
fire erupted within a church sanc
tuary in Sarp borg, Norway
completely destroying the oldest 
United Methodist church in all of 
Scandinavia. 

The blaze took the life of a 
orwegian firefighter and left the 

United Methodists of Sarpsborg 
without a church home. United 
Methodists throughout northern 
Europe were in a s ta te of shock 
over the disaster, and pra yers 
were lifted up from around the 
region. During 1992, 12 Lutheran 
churches h ad been los t in fires 
thought to have been set by a radi
cal sa tanic gro up . The re were 
unconfirmed allega tions that this 
same group may ha ve burned 
down the Sarpsborg United 
Methodist Church, but no charges 
were made. 

Right: 011 Christmas 
night 1992, in Sarpsborg, 
Norway, a fire destroyed 

tlze oldest Methodist 
church building in north

ern Europe. The rebuilt 
sanctuary was consecrated 

in St pfember 1994. (See 
ew World Outlook, 
May-June 1995, 19.) 

Sarpsborg is a city of more than 
20,000 in southeas tern Norway. 
Pastor Are Blomhoff, who arrived 
in 1982, initiated a turnaround in 
the declining membership of the 
Sarpsborg UMC. The young pastor 
put all his effort into fashioning an 
inclusive and culturally open 
church-one that has attracted 61 
new members in the past decade. 

Among the activities Blomhoff 
and his coworkers s tar ted was an 
art course and a multigenerational 
choir incorporating the talents of 
jazz musicians . The first fema le 
Lutheran bishop was asked to 
speak at a worship service for 
women on International Women's 
Day. The community was eager to 
have such a receptive church family 
and people streamed into church. 

Faced with the tragedy of the 
fire, the courageous congrega tion at 

Sarpsborg never los t hope. The 
local community rallied behind 
their efforts and they soon began 
plans for a new sanc tuar y. In 
September 1994, Bishop Hans 
Vaxby of the Northern Europe 
Central Conference consecrated the 
new church . More than 2000 people 
visited the church in its first week. 

The exterior of the new church 
is almost identical to the old one, 
but the interior is totally different. 
The ground floor is a modern, 
multifunctional center for diverse 
activities, including worship ser
vices, ou treach programs, and 
children's ministries. 

The curren t pas tor, Knut 
Refsdal, has welcomed 11 new 
members into the fellowship. Now 
the rebuil t sanctuary is shaping a 
new era in church life for the peo
ple of Sarpsborg. 
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SWEDEN 
Mission 
Comes Home 
by Bruce K. Mcspadden 

In 1907, young Joseph Persson 
left his family and friends in 
Stockholm to begin a lifelong mis
sion in Mozambique and South 
Africa. A member of St . Paul's 
Methodist Church in the working
class neighborhood of Sodermalm, 
he was one of the first members of 
the Swedish Methodist Church to 
respond to God's call to go as a 
missionary to a foreign land. 

Today, 88 years later, the sense 
of mission and ministry at St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church is 
still strong and v ital. The neigh
borhood has changed; the times 
h ave changed; the church has 
changed; but still God's mission is 
calling people to renewed lives 
and warmed hearts . Now St . 
Paul's is an exciting center of vital 
ministry to people from around 
the world-refugees w ho have 
come to Sweden seeking freedom 
from oppression and immigrants 
seeking a new beginning. 

It was 1990 when God brought 
together a small group of people at 
St. Paul's with a call to new min
istry. Along wi th leaders of the 
congregation were Eila Lindholm, 
a Baptist educator, and Sonja 
Wallin, a deaconess in the Church 
of Sweden. Lindholm organized a 
school , sponsored b y the Free 
Churches of Stockholm, to provide 
training in Swedish and other sub
jects. Wallin started social-work 
and support ministries for the 
many refugees who appeared on 
St. Paul's doorstep . The church 
provides em ergenc y financial 

' 
Holding a sign reading "Stop Deportation," the Rev. Bruce McSpadden, a United 
Methodist pastor from San Francisco (center right), takes part in a demonstration 
at the Stockholm airport to protest the Swedish government's denial of political 
asylum to refugees. 

assistance, help in finding housing, 
referral for legal counseling, much 
loving care, and the opportunity to 
experience the worship and the 
challenge of the Christian faith. 

St. Paul's is a growing interna
tional church-with worship, Bible 
study, and prayer in Swedish and 
English; a newly organized inter
national women's group; and an 
expanding multilingual ministry. 
The Sunday morning worship ser
vice is still small, but it has started 
to grow after yea rs of decline . 
About half the worshipers are non
Swedes, and many are Muslim. 

In the summer of 1994, the Rev. 
Bruce McSpadden, a United 
Methodist pastor from San 
Francisco, followed his wife to 
Sweden. She was employed at the 
Life and Peace Institute, an inter
national, ecumenical peace
research organization . Bishop 
Hans Vaxby sent McSpadden to 
St. Paul's to develop an English
language ministry. There, 20 to 25 
people attend the English Bible 
study, sometimes translated simul
taneously into Swedish, Spanish, 
or Farsi. A typical session includes 
people from Bangladesh, the 
Philippines, Peru, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Uganda, Iran, India, the 
former Yugoslavia, Kenya, and 
Zaire, as well as Sweden. 

Many refugees at St. Paul's 
have had a very difficult life, even 
since they arrived in Sweden. 
Although they may have experi
enced persecution and torture at 
home, Swedish authorities have 
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not felt their cases warranted 
political asylum . This has been 
especially true in recent years, as a 
strong anti-immigrant sentiment 
has swept through much of the 
Western world. Denied asylum 
but terrified to be sent back to 
their homelands, many refugees 
have chosen to remain for years 
illegally "in hiding" in Sweden 
while attempting to appeal their 
cases to the Swedish government. 
During this time, they cannot 
work or go to school and must 
depend on friends, benevolent 
Swedes, and churches for survival. 

One such refugee is David (age 
30) from Nigeria. He has been in 
Sweden for four years. As a leader 
in the Nigerian Christian church, 
he had organized and led peaceful 
demonstrations seeking greater 
freedom for the teaching of 
Christianity in Nigeria. Along 
with several others, he was arrest
ed, imprisoned, tortured, and sen
tenced to life in prison. An auto 
accident on the way to prison 
enabled him to escape. Fleeing 
Nigeria, he eventually came to 
Sweden. He was denied asylum 
and, for over a year, he lived in 
hiding, constantly facing deporta
tion . Thanks to St. Paul ' s and 
Sonja Wallin, he received legal 
assistance, verification of his case 
from the Center for Torture 
Victims in Stockholm, help with 
housing and food , and much 
prayer. Finally, he has been grant
ed asylum. At la the can begin to 
live a new life of freedom. 

--
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ugust 14 marks the 
fiftieth anniversary 
of the end of 
World War II . 
Much ha s been 
made of the battles 

and political events of the war, but 
little has been said about its signif
icance for the Christian church. 

Growing up in a small town in 
Texas in the 1940s, I became acute
ly aware of the larger world out
side when Paul Jackson Jr. was 
killed at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. His father was 
a hard-working service-station 
operator and the treasurer of our 
church. Today, the name of Paul 
Jackson Jr. is inscribed on a plaque 
on the ruins of the battleship 
Arizona in Pearl Harbor. 

Others in our community went 
to war, including my own brother, 
Carlton, who served in the army as 
an engineer in Nor th Africa and 
Italy. Today I treasure his V-mail let
ters, and one of the happiest days 
of my life was his return home. 

In The Methodist Church, we 
regularly intoned in our prayers 
the names of those serving in the 
armed services, and we prayed 
ardently for peace. Let us remem
ber that many, if not most, 
Methodists before 1941 were paci
fists. The Methodist Church was a 
peace church. Only reluctantly did 
many Methodists come to the sad 
conclusion that their noble ideals 
had to be sacrificed in the name of 
the defeat of evil powers. 

We had Gold Star mothers, we 
planted victory gardens, we bought 
US savings stamps and bonds, and 
our lives were built around one 
thing: defeating the Axis. 

We children, of course, made rel
atively few sacrifices-our greatest 
deprivation being our inability to 
obtain the bubble gum to which we 
wen~ addicted. We participated 
with great enthusiasm, however, in 

COLE'S 

the "Battle of Popcorn Bay." At the 
movie theater each weekend, we 
saw Gary Cooper, John Wayne, and 
Humphrey Bogart defeat our ene
mies, and we cheered, not under
standing the terrible ambiguities of 
war in which few could be real 
heroes. 

It is easy to decry the violence 
of warfare but not so easy to mea
sure its destructive effects against 
the other options available. Most 
Christians who participated in 
World War II, including people in 
the armed services, did so reluc
tantly and with a great awareness 
of the suffering involved. 

My community had many 
German Americans in it . These 
people sometimes received letters 
from Germany that made them 
aware of the tremendous suffering 

going on across the Atlan ti c. 
Unfortunately, we knew no 
Japanese Americans, and therefore 
it was easy for u s to ignore the 
internment during the war. 

We now realize as well that we 
failed to take actions that might 
ha ve mitigated the evil of the 
Holocaust. Perhaps the greater 
part of the American people did 
not realize what was happening. 
But our leaders knew, and they 
took steps to limit the actions that 
might have freed the people in the 
concentration camps sooner. Our 
concern for killing innocent peo
ple had we bombed concentration 
camps was revealed as hypocriti
cal when we bombed Dresden, 
Hiroshima, and Nagasaki, pur
posely aiming at civilians. 

We talked a lot in the church 
about the commandment against 
killing. I would say we have fewer 
qualms today about our support 
of violent solutions than we did at 
the time of World War II. Perhaps 
the professionalization of the 
armed services has misled us into 
thinking that, when vio lence 
occurs in faraway places, we are 
not responsible for it. 

White Americans were not very 
much bothered by the continuance 
of racial segregation during World 
War II, however. The armed ser
vices were segregated. But provi
dentially, African Americans and 
other Americans had enough con
tact with one another during the 
war so that their experiences actu
ally planted some of the seeds that 
bore fruit in the integration move
ment of the next decade. 

Today, wars come and go. Our 
churches often ignore them in def
erence to seemingly more impor
tant issues. Celebrating the end of 
World War II may be a good time 
to remember that war and its con
sequences were once the concern 
of every church in the world. 0 
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Fighting for Good Health in 

Gloria Gonzalez remembers clearly the morning the 
police tried to tear down her house . "They'd taken 
most of the men off to jail, so we women stood up to 
them," she recalls. "They fired tear gas at us, but we 
just stood there waving sticks at them. Some resi
dents even had guns. We were determined they 
weren't going to drive us off our land. They called us 
invaders, but we believed we were recuperating what 
had been stolen from us over time." 

Ten years ago, Gonzalez-along with almost two 
thousand other families-occupied a dusty piece of 
scrubland south of Maracaibo, Venezuela, dubbing it 
Barrio Integraci6n Comunal. Much of the land had been 
used as a dump site for industrial waste from the 
city's factories. But the owner wanted the poor fami
lies removed and called in the police. 

Gonzalez, a Wayuu indigenous woman, remem
bers how the police bulldozer moved through the 
simple houses. After the bulldozer toppled a house, 
the police would take away the materials to sell. But 
her house was "modular," she recalls with a smile, 
and could thus be dismantled quickly. "I just had 
four walls, and each wall was held up with two nails. 
Whenever the bulldozer started moving down my 
row, I'd just pick up my hammer and 'pow, pow.' I 
could cart away my house before the police smashed 
it. After the police left, we'd have the houses rebuilt 
by early the next morning." 

Gonzalez remembers how several politicians tried 
to work out a compromise, but the community reject
ed their efforts. "The poor have been deceived by 
politicians so often that we've grown skeptical of 
their promises," she says. "We're tired of promises. 
What we want is action. With our struggle, we've 
shown what the poor can do when we unite and 
work together." 

The same combative spirit that moved Gonzalez 
and her neighbors to fight for their land is moving 
again. With assis tance from a young and growing 
national Methodist church and financing from United 
Methodists in the North, Gonzalez and her neighbors 
are organized and fighting again-this time against 
the ignorance and poverty that conspire to deprive 
them of good health. 

Wesley and Francis 
In 1987, three middle-class young men moved into 

Gonzalez' feisty neighborhood with a dream of learn
ing from and working with the poor. Inspired by both 
St. Francis of Assisi and John Wesley, what was to 
become the Methodist Community of Venezuela took 

Below: Gloria Gonzalez, a 
Wayuu indigenous woman and 
a Methodist health promoter in 

Barrio Integraci6n Comunal, 
Maracaibo, Venezuela. Other 
photos show scenes from the 

barrio neighborhoods. 



Right: Diana 
Fuenmayor 

takes a health 
census. 

Below: A 
Methodist
sponsored 
children's 

health group. 

Left: 
Rebuilding 
after police 
destruction 
of homes. 

shape among the ramshackle houses of t 
ing shantytowns: Integraci6n Comunal, 1\/11,,_n 

Angelica de Lusinchi. The nascent church cblm.lou:Ril 
attracted people who were disenchanted 
tional churches and wanted to serve a God 
the side of the poor. 

All three barrios were born when horn 
lies invaded unused land. All three cortunulPiitlel 
have had to struggle to maintain their lots 
in the face of police repression, economi 
and government neglect. More than one
residents are refugees fro'm nearb y 
Gonzalez ' grandmother came years ag 
from Colombia and found a job as a main tlii'll'-• i,;Wk!IB 

family. Matilde Hernandez, another Mel:tdlllilt 
Integraci6n Comunal, came to Venezuela · 
when her father, a labor organizer, had to lflalttlllelll.@ 
cution in Colombia. Others have come mo#••itll~ 
They face not just the continual threat of ~-s.t•lil 
but also a lifetime of second-class status, !M!Clle"tM 
lack of citizenship papers is an obstacle tcy~ ... iiii!il 
legal work, health care, or educational opp<llUIM.l!t;.~ 

As the poor have slowly converted their 
shackle houses into more permanent 
replacing walls of cardboard with rough-h 
they have collectively faced other urgen 
jumble of wires along every street testi 
homemade-and unauthorized-conn 
nearby electrical lines. In addition to hand 
some sectors have installed pumps and wa 
that every family can have its own faucet. 

Another pressing need is health care. In 
the absence of any government-sponsored 
gram in the three barrios, women from the 
Commuruty organized "popular pharmac 
residents pooled their leftover medici 
someone needed expensive medicines, 
could be found in the popular pharmacy at 

According to Fernando Mendez, one o 
pioneers from 1987, community member 
ized they needed better health education i 
new neighborhoods was going to reflect 
dant life promised by the Scriptures. The 
organized neighborhood workshops on fi 
other health topics. The women's grou 
grappling with machismo and economic 
tion, discussed maternal health and com 
hood health problems. 

In 1992, as the church was beginning to 
comprehensive health program in the thre 
hoods, the Uruted Methodist General Boar 
Ministries offered timely assistance. The 
collaboration with the Latin American 
Evangelical Methodi t Churches (CIEMAL 
a series of commuruty-based health progr 
region. In 1993, the program sent se n c 
members from Maracaibo to Jamkhed, Inct.i'~~lil~~ 
the Methodist-related Comprehensive Ru 
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Pr je t. Rnn by Dr. Mabelle Arol , the program train 
illage health worker -including children-to use 

r ources at hand to re olv the health problems th y 
fac . The focu i on participation and education. [See 

ew World Outlook Jan.-F b. 1992, 18-21.] 
E cited by what they witne sed in India, the 

Ven zuelans returned home to expand their own pro
gram, adopting lesson learn d from the Jarnkhed 
model. With funds from the GBGM's International 
Per on in Mis ion Program, the community hired a 
phy ician to erve a a consultant to the program and 

nt him to tudy at Jarnkhed for three months in 
1994. While h was away, community members began 
to put together the basic element of the program. 

Empowering Children 
Barrio Ang ' lica de Lusinchi has a shorter history 

than neighboring Integraci6n Comnnal, but the strug
gle here wa more violent. When poor residents 
invaded the du ty stretch ju t five years ago, they 
engaged in a Latin American intifada [the popular 
uprising of the Palestinians against Israeli oppression]-
ewing special aprons with huge pockets for storing 

rocks to throw at the police. During a 1991 eviction 
attempt, police beat several people seriously; one 
child died from police tear gas. The battle over the 
land finally nded when residents paid a corrupt 
police official to advise them in advance of eviction 
att mpts. After finding residents constantly ready to 
re i t removal, the police finally gave up. 

The Methodist Community extended its ministry 
of accompaniment to Barrio Angelica de Lusinchi 
wh n Mendez and his wife, Diana Fuenmayor, 
moved into th barrio early in its life. Encouraged by 
what they had witnessed at Jarnkhed, they started 
meeting regularly with children on their street. 

ccording to Fuenmayor, many neighborhood horn 
are headed by ingle mother without jobs-a situa
tion re ulting from the combination of machismo and 
the government's neoliberal economic policies. The 
only work many of the women can find is as sexual 
workers-pro titutes-in the city's bars. That takes 
them away from home in the evening, often leaving 
their children home alone, the older children respon
ible for the yonnger one . 

Mendez and Fuenmayor began gathering the chil
dren-from three to 13 years old-one night a week 
in th ir backyard. They utilized skits, puppets, and 
sociodrarna to help the kids recognize and treat 
common health problem . Mendez composed song 
that the children's voice carried through the evening 
air: "When the child i ick/ and poops without stop
ping / be car ful, it's diarrhea /and they can dehy
drate. /We'll look rapidly I for a solution to this evil." 
A the ong progresses, the ver es explain how older 
kid can prepare oral-rehydration solution and 
administer it to yo unger children. " Bit b y 
bit /Slowly / Otherwise they can throw it up ." 



As the number of participating kid grew to 30, 'lar 
they divided them into two group meeting different cian 
nights of the week. Fuenmayor ay the kid will iay1 

spend several weeks on one theme-for example, bo~ 
diarrhea, fever, teeth, water, or tree . At the end of A 
each theme, the children design a formal pre entation pro: 
to their mother of what they've learned. Then to eel- d i 
ebrate "graduation," they take a field trip together to bon 
the zoo or swimming pool. The group' trip to the mw 
cine was the first time many of the children had been wh< 
in a movie theater. of t 

The children's group is not de igned, Fuenma or gui! 
maintains, merely to impart knowledge but rather to _·ck 
make the children protagonists in bettering the health Kh< 
of the community. She says they u e the children' dan 
curiosity for their own good. "During the unit on F 
accident , the kid conducted a urvey of their own borl 
households, asking their mother about what kind 11·1U 

of accident at what age had been experienced b latri 
the children of the house . We then compiled that spu 
information and tudied what we could learn from it. thal 
As the children learn and practice, the become better hea 
equipped for the daily health cri e that can occur in coU 
the ab ence of their mother ," a Fuenmayor. tre 
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Maracaibo project doesn't revolve around the physi
cian. He's a valuable resource available to committed 
lay workers whose creativity and love for their neigh
bors are determining the course of the program. 

As results from the survey began to emerge, the 
promoters analyzed what they'd discovered and 
designed the next steps of education and organiza
tion. The program is marked by an emphasis on com
munity participation-working together to eliminate 
what causes sickness. Francisco Mendoza, president 
of the Venezuelan Methodist Community, distin
guishes a "comprehensive health program from a 
sickness program. We want to invest our energies in 
what tnakes people healthy, in nurturing the abun
dant life that can flower in these neighborhoods. " 

Fuenmayor agrees. She says people in her neigh
borhood, especially women, are organizing to deal 
with problems of uncollected garbage and lack of 
latrines-both factors that contribute to disease. The 
spirit to organize is contagious. A women's group 
that meets once a week with Fuenmayor to discuss 
health issues is building a kindergarten classroom by 
collecting four cement blocks from each family on the 
street. Several residents have joined a new human
rights organization, "Victims of Impunity," to pres
sure the government to treat its citizens with justice. 
They've also organized a nonviolent crime-watch 
program. The Methodist Community provided the 
funds to buy scores of whistles. Residents take turns 
staying up all night watching their streets . When 
something suspicious is detected, the whistles start to 
blow and neighbors come running from their homes. 

All the activities are woven together in a beautiful 
fabric of community organization, nurtured by the 
Wesleyan spirit of the newly formed faith community. 
Residents of Angelica de Lusinchi recently paid trib
ute to that spirit by setting aside a vacant lot in the 
middle of the neighborhood for a Methodist church. 

"We're trying to discover how we can organize 
people in a way that isn't paternalistic, that empowers 
people to take charge of their own lives, to define for 
themselves the solutions to their common problems," 
states Fuenmayor. "We're discovering that asking the 
proper question is a good place to start. Why, for 
example, when a poor person gets sick and goes to the 
doctor, does the doctor give medicine but neglect to 
ask why the person got sick? We've got to identify 
and combat the causes of sickness in our community." 

Gloria Gonzalez claims that the same combative 
spirit that led people to defend their small plots of 
dust with their lives can be channeled into making 
concrete the abundant life God promises. "The resis
tant spirit is still here in the community, but it has 
fallen asleep in some people." Snapping her fingers, 
Gonzalez declares, "We've got to wake it up!" 0 

Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist missionary and an 
award-winning photojournalist. He lives in Guatemala. 

Above: Eunice Cortez 
records a health history. 
Right: One Methodist 

health promoter weighs a 
child while another 
records the weight. 

Below: The mothers and 
children of the barrios are 

engaged in improving 
community health. 
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Even the Globe is Local 
This article consists of excerpts from the 

keynote address given by the Rev. Paul 

Dirdak at the Deaconess and Home 

Missionary Convocation in Septem 

1994 (See New World Outlook Mar.-Ap . 

with new ways of raiL'Jl·.L .L-..~__, 

social-service instihifions. His own on-

gregation' s search for a way to build a 

new church and a viab e ministry has 

led them into the world of high finance, 

foreign exchanges, commercial indus-

tries, and connections around the globe. 
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globally, act I cally." We 've all 
encountered hat slogan on 
bumper stickers. I notice a difficult 
tension in these words. Wend 
Berryl notes tH t people w 
think globally are t likely to 
so very accurately. e4.__.. .... 
they sacrifice local val 
global good. But they m 
potent locally than globall . 
their local sacrifice ha a 
impact locally, but their globa 
good has a small impact glolMlly. 
With folks in lots of places do' 
big local damage and small ---
good, the world loses. 
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The meaning of global and the 
meaning of local are new-or are 
becoming so. Today, as nev er 
before-and for more people than 
ever-global and local mean the 
same thing. We no longer work 

cally, bee the world is too 
. We pretend that we 

ause the local 
le. We under

ect of the 

s meaning. 
we will be 
local, which 

see the whole 
to do a good 

hl ministries cre
of the whole 

many local places. 
er forget the global 

ery local place. 

C, San Francisco 
81, there was a fire in San 

cisco that burned the only 
urdt to be found on the city's 

main thoroughfare-Trinity 

United Methodist Church. The 
burned-out hulk stood there for 
almost a year until the neighbor
hood finally demanded that it be 
torn down. The church had a 
defeated sense of itself. The con
gregation dwindled. In the inter
vening years, church members 
attempted a reconstruction, which 
failed at the eleventh hour. I was 
appointed to Trinity that July. 

That congregation could not 
afford to rebuild. Yet it would not 
be good stewardship to sell a mas
sive million-dollar asset. So we did 
a study of six different agencies in 
the community that could become 
our partner in erecting a building. 
The idea was that no one in San 
Francisco could get land, and we 
had some, but we couldn' t afford 
to put anything on it. If somebody 
else could afford to put something 
on it, we'd let them build as long 
as they let us use the building. 

At the end of the year, the orga
nization that was still talking to 
us was the NAMES Project, which 
owns the AIDS Memorial Quilt. 
They needed a home for their 
quilt and we needed a home for 
our church. 

Today, we have complete plans 
for a building. We have all the per
mits we need, and we have $6 mil
lion of the $7 million we need to 
build. The quilt has become so big 
that we cannot house it all. It is 
now 30,000 panels, so it is housed 
in a large warehouse facility else
where in San Francisco . But we 
will be a public entry point for the 
quilt-a place where it will be dis
played. Furthermore, a broad 

spectrum of AIDS services will be 
in this building. People who are 
sick will come to one place instead 
of going to dozens of places in 
town. The church will be embed
ded in that place. [For the story of 
the church, see New World 
Outlook, fan .-Feb. 1992, 8.] 

The cost to build will be $7 mil
lion-and the note will be com
pletely retired within three years. 
The United Methodists will con
tinue to own the property. They 
are contributing $1 million at the 
outset, which is the value of the 
land. That is the only contribution 
the church has made. 

What made this arrangement 
possible? The church said to the 
community: "The only thing we 
own is a vacant lot of dirt. We'll 
give it to you." As soon as commu
nity members saw that they were 
being given a $1 million gift, the 
community became very generous. 

So far we have racked up 
$500,000 worth of architectural, 
engineering, and legal services. 
We paid $5000. The rest of the fee 
will be paid on a deferred basis
out of the construction budget. If 
the building never happens, the 
professionals never get paid. 

Still, somewhere we've got to 
get $7 million worth of value. This 
building will be 35,000 square feet. 
We set aside 15 percent of the 
ground floor for a commercial ten
ant. The commercial tenant had to 
be willing to spend a very high
end market rate for retail space. 
We had people standing in line to 
pay us that money. It's the loca
tion . It's the only way to get a 
business into that neighborhood. 
A commercial tenant is going to 
make money. We leased to 
Walgreen's Pharmacy. 

Walgreen's is going to pay $4.25 
per square foot every month for 10 
years, with an option of increased 
cost in the next five years and a 
further increase for five years 
after. And they're glad to do it. We 
take that lease to the bank and say, 
"This is as good as cash," and we 
capitalize the building with it. The 
AIDS service agencies in the rest 
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A model of the AIDS/HIV Life Center 
(right) is transposed on a photograph 
of its surrounding neighborhood. At 

center page, the building is shown in a 
line elevation drawing. 

of the space will pay $1.00 per 
square foot for 10 years . Well 
before the end of that time, we 
will be able to reduce their rent to 
nothing. We will save the AIDS 
industry in town $300,000 a year 
in rent alone. 

To retire the debt in three-to
five years, we created an invest
ment ins trument re sembling a 
mutual fund . A number of the 
large inv es tment m an agem ent 
houses in San Francisco and New 
York have many p eople tha t are 
affected by the AIDS ep id emic. 
One of them has agreed that, if we 
create the AIDS Life Center Fund 
and bring i t to them full y sub
sc rib ed , they will inves t tha t 
m oney and donate to us the fees 
that investors would have p aid to 
enter the fund . 

O vern ight, ever y n ight, th e 
largest philanthropic fo undation 
in the West has a little cash left out 
fro m the b usiness they d id tha t 
d ay-$40 million . Eve r y night 
they invest those dollars in a bank 
ju s t for the n ight . Th ey m ake 
en o u gh mon ey on worldwid e 
m arkets to get themselves a little 
extra change. Well, they can invest 
it with the Life Center just as well 
as they can in vest i t wi th some 
b an k. And i t 's the fee on tha t 
overnight investment, say 0.18of1 
percent, that will pay off our deb t 
in three years. 

Bringing Business to Service 
I've learned two les ons in 

what we've done. The fir t lesson 
i called disintermediation, p ulling 
the source closer to its use . To 

intermediate is to stand in between 
and help the party over here cope 
with the party over there. To disin
termediate is to remove the inter
m ed iary, to le t the par ties deal 
directly with each other. 

Let's follow the path of federal 
revenue tha t comes in grant to 
service agencies through state and 
ci ty governments. Many commu
ni ty centers and service institu
tions currently receive funding 
from government grant . A con
sumer pays for a product or er
vice. The company that sell the 
prod uct pays taxes. The Trea ury 
Departmen t di pen e ome of 
tho e taxes to the Department of 
Hou ing and Urban Development 
(HUD) . HUD end orne of that 
money to your city a a grant. 
Your ci ty banks it and appro e 
your agency' grant reque t. The 
city trea ury withdraw a certain 
amount to send to you . You bank 
it and pay your payr 11 and your 
opera ting e pen e in ord r to 
er e your client. I count ight 

step in the pr c 
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Glasser, develop
ment coordinator; 

Jonathan Pearlman, 
project coordinator; 

and Paul Dirdak, 
Trinity's pastor and 
executive director of 
the AIDS/HIV Life 

Center. 

public. What can your social ser
vice do so that significant sums 
can be routed through yo u r 
agency? 

In our case, at the most only 8 
percent of the project is govern
ment money, and no more than 10 
percent of i t is phi lanthropy. 
Mos tly, it 's rent m oney fro m a 
commercial business that pays for 
human se rv ices. Who sh ould 
receive $150,000 in rent? A com
mercial real es ta te d eveloper or 
our nonprofi t social-service agen
cies? How much service can we 
offer for a stead y and increasing 
stream of that much m oney-for 
the privilege of running the ser
vice one floor above businesses? If 
businesses rented from services, 
businesses would stay a lot closer 
to the service world . Tha t helps 
the real world of human need 
have influence on the all-too-often 
artificial world of commerce. 

A Stronger Global Movement 
H ow d o we build a larger, 

stronger global movement out of 

fundamentally local interests and 
energies? Even the globe is local; 
and if we disintermediate as a way 
of d oing business, we can make 
the world work for us. The method 
fo r getting there arises from indi
viduation . And tha t's my second 
lesson- the focus on individuals. 

Th in k ab out h ow we in the 
churc h d o mission . Firs t we 
describe a social reality. Our skills 
in social science help us d o so as 
much as d oes our fai th . We tes t 
our assessment of the community 
by learning the direct and ac tual 
experience of individual people. 
We meet them through committed 
Un ited Meth odis ts in mission : 
laypeople, pastors, community 
workers of all kind s, commis
sioned people in mission. Then we 
genera lize what we have learned 
in to na tional and global plans, 
emphases, and p rojects to change 
a described piece of the h uman 
condition . Up to now, that process 
of massive generaliza tion has been 
essential to our doing a good job. 
But we pay a high cost in credibili
ty by our generalizing tendencies. 

We describe the people we serve 
as emblematic of broader social 
reali ties. For instance, we serve the 
need of some recovering addicts, 
but wha t we say is that we have a 
program focused on the broad 
spec trum of subs tance abuse in 
America. We're not being dishon
est. We think we are making a dif
ference be ca use we show how 
communities can change by chang
ing a few lives in a few places. 

Just as we treat individu al 
clients as representatives of larger 

groups of clients, so we treat indi
v idual donors as emblematic of 
large groups. We do not relate to 
givers as much as we relate to the 
general s tewardship instincts of 
the whole mass of United 
Methodis ts represented b y 
General Conference and by com
miss ions on Finance and 
Administration a t various levels. 

But...there's a new thing on the 
horizon: indiv iduation. Mod ern 
times meant the loss of individual
ity. But we only clum ped people 
into groups in order to deal with 
them, because dealing w ith them 
individually mean t handling too 
much information . Now that we 
can handle vas tly more informa
tion than ever before, individuals 
become m u ch more accessible . 
Disin termedia tion is a way to 
m a ke th e g lob a l-loca l world a 
place for new and newly vital mis
sion. Individuation is a pathway 
for successful disintermediation. 

We in San Francisco have 
learned these lessons. They apply 
to churches, institutions, and, I 
think, to our denomina tion. We 
can bring the sources of our sup
port much closer to the point 
where that s uppor t is needed . 
That is disintermediation. We can 
learn to unders tand the instincts 
and commitments of every donor 
and marry each donor 's particular 
desires directly to need . That is 
individuation . Money today is 
concentrated in commerce . 
Through disintermedia tion and 
individuation, companies and pro
fessionals can find their role in the 
support of mission. 0 

l. See,for example, "Two Economies" 
in Wendall Berry's Home Economics. 

The Rev. Paul R. Dirdak is president 
of the National Divis ion of th e 
Genera l Board of Global Ministries 
and pa stor of Tr ini ty Unit ed 
Methodist Church in San Francisco 
in the California-Nevada Conference 
where he is Executive Director of the 
AIDS/HIV Life Center. 
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Reaching Out 
Across the 
Atlantic by Barbara J. Simon 

So when you are offering your gift at 
the altar, if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against 
you .. .first be reconciled to your brother 
or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift. (Matthew 5:23-24) 

From 1984 through 1987, while 
working as the associate pastor at 
St. Andrew's Uni ted Methodist 
Church in Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, the Rev. Wayne Conrad 
conceived of a multiethnic recon
ciliation program for the church's 
youth group. Because of a 
serendipitous traveling adventure, 
he became acquainted with both 
the Dublin Central Mission and 
the Eas t Belfas t Mission of the 
Newtownards Road Methodist 
Church in Northern Ireland. He 
expanded the project into an inter
national student exchange, encom
passing the Northern Ireland con
cern for reconciliation between 
Protestant and Catholic youth. 
Each year since, a mixed group of 
students crosses the Atlantic 
(American students to Ireland one 

year and Irish students to the 
United States the next) to 
explore the possibilities of 

"peace with justice" outside their 
homelands' preconceptions. 

"Reaching Out Across the 
Atlantic (RO.AT.A.) has expand
ed internationally and on the 
home front as well. In 1994, the 
program's activities involved 
seven United Methodist churches 
in three US states as well as two 
Catholic churches. When asked 
how this grassroots growth took 
place, Conrad replied: "The 
Southern New Jersey Conference 
Youth Council was not able to 
cosponsor the project, so we 
reached out to clergy and laity we 
knew who were able to under
stand and support the vision." So 
from June 23 to July 13, 1994, 17 
students from Northern Ireland 
with their five chaperons traveled 
to America to participate in a 
peacemaking experience. 

Before working toward recon
ciliation between two groups, it is 
crucial to understand their differ
ences. Ask 10 people, "What is the 
problem in Northern Ireland?" 
and you will probably get 10 dif
ferent responses. The problems 
are complex. Everyone has a dif
ferent understanding of how the 
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the mission work site for 1994. It is 
a n o utgrow th of Sacred He art 
Catholic Church, a p red ominantly 
White congrega tion that serves a 
poverty -s tr icken Blac k Baptis t 
n e ighborh ood in Camden-the 
fi fth-poores t ci ty in the United 
States. Sister Peg Hynes, the man
aging director, spent several hours 
orienting the group to the upcom
ing housing rehabilitation project. 

Hynes explained : "Our mission 
is to change renters into home
owners so there is stability in the 
neighborhood. The program buys 
local three-bedroom houses , 
restores them with primarily vol
unteer labor, and makes feasible 
financial arrangements that allow 
carefully screened local families to 
purchase the homes. The aban
doned h ou ses that are re s tored 
stop being drug galleries and fire 
threats to the rest of the neighbor
hood. In the 10 years this project 
has been active, we have complet
ed 67 homes." 

The exchange students w ere 
scheduled for four days of volun
teer serv ice: painting, framing, 
demolition, and outdoor work at 
the warehouse. As often happens 
a t mission w ork s ites, the kids 
quickly became a team working 
toward a single goal. This cama
raderie w as enhanced b y a tasty 
dinner one night at Haddonfield 
United Methodist Church in 
Haddonfie ld, New Je r se y, and 
three other evening meals served 
by other participating churches. 
The bonding that occurred in this 
first few days deepened through
out the three-w eek v is it and 
resulted in a surprisingly produc
tive work w eek . By Thursday 
morning, the students had com
pleted ever y thing reques ted of 
them an d The Heart of Camden 
crew members were scrambling to 
find other tasks for them to tackle. 

Father Michael Doyle, the priest 
a t Sacred Heart, is originally from 
Ireland. Even thou gh time and 
mission work have turned his red 
hair gray, his rich brogue sounded 
strong as he spoke to the students 
about p roblems in th e U n i te d 

States. "This country is full of 
damaged towns like Camden," he 
told them. "There is not a major 
city in New Jersey that is not bur
dened by poverty. You are used to 
looking at nice glossy pictures of 
America, but this is the real thing. 
We read about it in the paper 
when someone dies in Belfast, but 
you don' t read about it in Ireland 
when someone in Camden dies. 
Just last Friday, there were three 
murders in Camden." 

Asked about the success of The 
Heart of Camden project, he 
replied: "How do we do? We are 
failing-nicely. We stood against 
the tide . I am reminded of Jesus 
and the leper story. Someone 
asked him: 'How many lepers did 
you cure?' Well, how many were 
there? He only cured one but 
we're still talking about it. The bit 
is enough. And if God is with that 
bit, it will multiply." 

An Amish Farm 
The Rev. George Mamourian of 

Olivet United Methodist Church in 
Coatsville, Pennsylvania, arranged 
an unusual p rivilege for the s tu
d ents: to v isit a working Amish 
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Above left: Houses in Camden, 
NJ, await restoration work. Above: 
A student wields a paint brush. 
Left: A work-team member's shirt 
proclaims: "Once again God's peo
ple can use a good carpenter." 

farm. He explained: "We felt that 
meeting an Amish family was a 
very important part of their visit 
for two reasons. First, the Amish 
have different religious beliefs, and 
second, they are pacifists. Their 
interpretation of following Christ 
is to be peacemakers." 

The farm was owned and oper
ated by Amos Beiler Jr., his wife, 
and their 11 children. Beiler gave 
us a tour through his barn, where o 
the mechanical equipment con
formed to the Amish commitment 
to simplicity. Even the working 
animals were named and cared for 
as God's creatures, not just as liv
ing farm equipment. Two horses 
(Wayne and Bernie) were hitched e 
up to give us all a hayride tour of t 
the surrounding Beiler property. 

Homestay and Touring 
To let the v isiting students 

experience a week of American 
home life, each student was 
assigned to stay with the family of 
an American teenager involved in r 
the program. During that week, o 
smaller groups of kids (both 
American and Irish} took day trips 
to the beach, the movies, New ' 



York City, and Great Adventure 
Amusement Park. They saw 
Fourth of July fireworks and 
planned a soccer party to cheer on 
the World Cup teams. 

The weekend after homestay 
was spent at the First United 
Methodist Church in Wildwood 
Crest, New Jersey, for two days of 
fun on the beach. The Irish stu
dents spoke to Wildwood Crest's 
congregation about living in 
Belfast. One of the students, Judith 
Noble, made some unexpected 
comparisons. "A woman asked me 
about the safety of living in 
Belfast," she said. "I explained 
that I could walk at night alone in 

e Belfast safely. But when we were 
at the boardwalk in Wildwood, we 
were told to stay in groups of five 
or six for our own protection. 
When we went to New York City, 
we were warned not to carry a lot 
of money. Belfast is much safer 
than Wildwood or New York." 

From Wildwood Crest, the 
groups took the Lewes Ferry 
toward Washington, DC, for a 
two-day tour of the US capital. 
The s.tudents stayed at Trinity 
United Methodist Church in 

Thanks to the "Reaching Out 
Across the Atlantic" student 
exchange program, things in 
Camden, NJ, are looking up. 

McLean, Virginia, where the Rev. 
David A. Balcom observed: "The 
group seemed to be blending in 
and melding very well by hat 
point. The adults were so relaxed, 
it showed that they were not on 
patrol all the time. There was a lot 
of camaraderie between the adults 
and the teens." 

The last night was spent at a 
farewell picnic and swim spon
sored by Christ United Methodist 
Church in Lakewood, New Jersey. 
The finale of high energy and mis
chievous splashing ensured that 
all got wet. As the evening drew 
to a close, there were teary hugs. 
Transatlantic addresses were 
exchanged as well as goodbye 
gifts. Adults and students alike 
promised to stay in touch. 

Bettie Garrison, the volunteer 
director of R.O.A.T.A., has made 
good on her promise to "stay in 
touch." She reports that, back in 
Northern Ireland, "the kids got 
together twice officially and three 
or four times informally. All the 
kids celebrated a Catholic girl's 
birthday. In the eight years we 
have run this program, this has 
been the best bonding ever. One 

possible reason is that, this year, 
all the boys except one were 
Protestant. All the girls were 
Catholic. That mix may have 
caused less tension." 

The Future of R.O.A.T.A 
When asked about future plans 

for R.O.A.T.A., Williams replied: 
"We want the program to become 
more multiethnic on this side of 
the Atlantic. This year, Asbury 
United Methodist Church in 
Merchantville, New Jersey-a 
neighboring African American 
United Methodist congregation
hosted the whole group for dinner 
one night during the work week. 
That was the first step." 

The Rev. Dennis Blackwell, the 
minister at Asbury United Metho
dist, added: "Rev. Williams and I 
have lunch once a month to work 
on building relationships between 
our two churches and the local 
Black and White churches in gener
al. He told me about the R.O.A.T.A. 
program, and we are planning to 
get involved by sending some kids 
to Ireland next year. Eventually, we 
would like to become a hosting 
church and have some of the Irish 
students staying in our church or 
individual homes." 

The benefits of an international 
Methodist exchange go far beyond 
a travel experience for the 
church's youth. The Rev. George 
Mamourian explained: "We are 
the beneficiaries when we meet 
such a vital Methodist church 
from another country. We 
Americans feel that we have 
everything to teach others and 
nothing to gain. This program 
teaches us that we have just as 
much to receive as to give. The 
Irish people's underlying happi
ness with life is delightful." 
Williams adds: "They have such 
zeal and enthusiasm that they 
have become missionaries to us. 
I'm glad we are exposed to what 
they are doing in their corner of 
the world. " 0 

Barbara Simon is a freelance writer 
living in New Jersey. 
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Responding 
to the 

Let us not grow weary in 
doing what is right, for we will 
reap at harvest-time, if we do 
not give up. (Galatians 6:9) ee 

of 
Sub-Saharan 

There is little disagreement today 
among rich and poor nations 
about the special and urgent 
needs of the African nations 
that lie south of the Sahara. 
There is wide disagreement, 
however, on what the 
response of the world com
munity should be, especially 
as regards the developed 
nations. 

S The suggestion that Africa 
should expect less attention 
from the United States did 
not begin with the 1994 
election of a Republican 

majority in the Congress. 
American assistance to sub

Saharan Africa had already 
fallen from a high of $1.7 
billion in 1985 to $1.2 billion 
in 1992 . Last year, in a 
round of budget cuts that 

hit Africa harder than any 
other world region, the US 
Agency for International 
Development closed eight 
of its African missions. 
Anthony Lake, a represen
tative of the Clinton 

The recently held United 
Nations International 
Conference on Population 
and Development concluded 
that Africa had emerged from the Cold War era in 
worse shape than any other world region. The confer
ence agreed to establish a special 

Administration-which is 
seen to be sympathetic to development needs in 
Africa-spoke these words to the Organization of 

committee to address the human 
needs of African nations. Of the 47 
nations officially labeled by the 
UN as being the "Least-Developed 
Countries," 31 are in Africa. From 
1980 to 1991, these countries saw 
per capita incomes drop from an 
average of $369 to $349 per year, 
while the per capita average 
income of developing nations rose 
from $1035 to $1118. John Sewell, 
the president of the Overseas 
Development Council, said: "Sub
Saharan Africa is now the major 
development challenge." 

In the same week as the 
Population and Development 
Conference (September 5-13, 1994), 
a front-page article in the New York 

A camp for Rwandan refugees at 
Kachucha (near Coma), Zaire. Some see 
Africa's present crisis as opportunity. 

African Unity in late 1994: 
"Those of us who recognize the 
importance of continued active 
engagement and support for 
Africa are confronting the reality 
of shrinking resources and an hon
est skepticism about the returns on 
our investment in peacekeeping 
and development. The world 
around Africa is fast coming 
together, and the continent risks 
becoming the odd man out." 
Against this background of wan
ing interest, newly elected 
Republicans began urging cuts in 
foreign aid, often singling out 
Africa. Senator Mitch McConnell, 
the new chair of the Foreign 
Operations Subcommittee of the 
Appropriations Committee, com
mented: "I have a hard time justi
fying expenditures in mo t 
African countries. I know the 
have enormous problem , but I 
ha ve a hard time finding an 
American national intere t." He 

Times stated: "As these sub-Saharan 
nations face grave crises of debt, 
population growth, poverty, and 
religious militancy, leaders in 
Washington and in the capitals of 
Western Europe are increasingly 
telling African governments that they will 
have to rely on their own meager re
sources to solve the continent's problems." 

made specific proposal to unde ignate 
funding to support su tainable de elop

by David Briddell ment in 20 countries of Africa and to 
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abolish the only federal program that directly sup
ports the self-help initiatives of the poorest of 
Africa's poor. 

Besides the belief that aid to Africa is not in the US 
national interest, there is a growing charge that the 
aid is wasteful and ineffective. Conditions are so bad 
and unyielding to change, some believe, that continu
ing to give aid is like pouring 
"money down a rathole." 

Crisis as Opportunity 
Those who advocate for a deep

er involvement in Africa recognize 
the present state of instability and 
economic recession, but they also 
see the present crisis as an oppor
tunity. All the reports about denial 
of human rights, unwanted street 
children, drought, famine, and the 
AIDS epidemic in Africa are stark 
truths that cannot be denied. But 
Africa is not a continent caught in 
an inevitable downward spiral 
verging on collapse. Mali's presi
dent, Alpha Oumar Konare, has 
said: "We are confronted with a 
series of grave inherited problems 
today, and if we do not receive the 
kind of help that we 
need, we will not make 
it...This does not mean 
that we are stuck in a 
logic of being eternal 
recipients, but the next 
two or three years will 
be critical for the future 
of democracy in Africa." 

only 1 percent of the total news coverage. The report
ing that is done is predominantly coverage of wars, 
famines, coups d'etat, corruption, and bankruptcy. 

An editorial in a 1991 issue of the Italian publica
tion IDOC Internazionale said that, instead of an 
abstract "Africa," there are almost three hundred mil
lion human beings representing many worlds and 

universes . These diverse worlds 
"have millions of mouthpieces, 
spokespersons, thousands of local 
platforms and authors-ignored 
until now, but indispensable to lis
ten to if one wants to understand 
what is going on across the vas t 
continent." Within the immense 
chorus of voices, one must not 
identify only those crying calamity 
and doom, the editorial cautions. 
On the contrary, " there are compe
tent spokespersons of hope, and 
these have to be encouraged and 
[their words] disseminated." 

In today's difficult si tua ti on, 
Africa needs new, magnetic images 
and aspirations for the future. If 
left unchallenged, the persis tent 
negative ima es of Africa as a con
tinent in crisis may cause Africans 

to doubt their own self
determination and their 
critical role as agents of 
change for a better 
future . It will surely 
cause those on the out
side who could facilitate 
such change to become 
more cynical and 
despairing and to move 
to a state of resignation 
and isolationism. 

Vision of a 
Viable Future 

Some say that the 
negative view of Africa 
is fueled by media pro
ducers from the 
Northern Hemisphere. 
They dominate the 
scene, while African 
information sources are 
almost totally ignored. 
A recent research pro
ject showed that news 
about Africa in the 
mass media of the 
United States represents 

Top: Grain delivered by an Irish nongovernmental organization, 
GOAL, to a Rwandan refugee camp at Buhimba, Zaire. Above: 

A vision of a viable 
future for Africa can be 
seen. In 1993, 30 of 52 
African countries were 
in the midst of reforms, 
and 20 were scheduled 
to hold popular elec
tions. A New York Times 

Rwandan refugee children share a meal. Their growing years will 
be critical for Africa's future. 
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news article of March 19, 1995, 
assessing the state of democracy in 
Africa, showed 19 nations where 
democracy had made advances 
and seven nations where multipar
ty elections were scheduled this 
year, as opposed to only five 
nations where multiparty elections 
were hindered by widespread 
irregularities or where tight gov
ernment restrictions had 
failed to produce a function
ing democracy. 

Although hostility and 
conflict flare in some nations, 
other na hons are achieving 
peace and democracy. For 
every Nigeria or Cameroon 
that is resisting democratic 
reform, there are countries 
such as South Africa, Mali, 
Zambia, and Benin whose 
people have successfully 
mobilized for greater democ
ratic participation. Some 
nations that were at war, 
such as Angola and 
Mozambique, have gained 
peace, and millions of 
refugees are returning home. 
For every Somalia suffering 
anarchy and hunger, there 
are countries such as Zambia 
and Zimbabwe overcoming 
drought and feeding 
their people. Zimbabwe 
is devoting 40 percent 
of its budget to social 
programs . The cessa
tion of the Cold War no 
longer fuels dictator
ships and conflicts . 
Grassroots groups pres
suring for change are 
sprouting all over the 
continent. 

Standing between 
crisis and opportunity, 
Africa is not a continent 
facing imminent col
lapse . There are many 
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determinants of Africa's future, 
but none are as vital as Africa's 
churches. While outsiders may 
base their understanding of Africa 
on episodic events, the churches 
are engaged in the everyday reali
ties of life. They are increasingly 
being called upon to help meet 
human needs resulting from war, 
famine, and poverty and to engage 

in developmen t efforts to 
build a new future. 

Churches Nurturing Hope 
The critical role for the 
churches is that of nurturing 
and sustaining hope. By 
faith, the churches often per
ceive the hope that is not 
seen and wait with patience 
for "what we do not see." 
(Romans 8:24-25) Whatever 
the difficulties, the churches 
continue singing the song of 
hope-not a naive, ingenu
ous hope, but a hope based 
on action, on steps already 
taken. 

The Rev. Jose Chipenda, 
who is General Secretary of I i 
the All-Africa Conference of 
Churches, described the role 
played by the church in the 
development of Africa in a 

Washington, DC, ad
dress to representatives 
of several religious 
denominations. 

"On the one hand," 
Chipenda said, "there 
are loud cries of people 
with acute human 
needs to be met. On the 
other hand, the church 
knows that men and , 
women do not live by 
bread alone. They need 
the bread of life that 
Christ alone can give. 
We are at the point of 
inter ection between 
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the human and the divine. On the 
one hand, we need to discern what 
God offers humanity, and on the 
other, we need to di scern n ew 
ways of helping human beings 
grasp the presence of the divine in 
their daily lives. It is here where 
work and worship meet, where 
proclamation of the Gospel and 
social action converge, where true 
religion and honest politics find 
common ground." 

That is the task and the ministry 
that the General Board of Global 
Ministries is called to support . 
Through our relationships with 
Africa's two Central Conferences 
and 13 Annual Conferences of The 

Above: Lavington Women's Center near 
Nairobi, Kenya-sponsored by Lavington 
United Church- helps women like this 
weaver become self-supporting. Below: 

government continues the trend of 
reducing financial aid to Africa 
because it sees no compelling 
national interest, m ore wi ll be 
required of the church. We must 
march to the tune of a different 
drummer-acknowledging tha t 
faith requires our continuing sup
port of the needs of God's peoples 
in Africa. Our compelling interest 
is simply the love of Christ. We 
will "no t grow weary in doing 
what is right" (Galatians 6:9), as 
we hope also even for "what we do 
n o t see" and "wait for it wi th 
patience." (Romans 8:25) 

Images of the modern cities of Afr ica
such as Nairobi- are seldom shown in 
the media . In concrete terms, the churches 

United Methodist Church, with the Affiliat ed 
Autonomous Methodist Churches in Africa, and with 
a host of ecumenical partners, we are united in the 
future development of the African continent. While 
we recognize that the ultimate solution to the prob
lems of Africa and the realiza tion of a new future 
must come from within the continent, we also recog
nize that solidarity with and tangible support of the 
churches is needed more than ever before . 

In an address after the dismantling of apartheid in 
South Africa, Salim Ahmed Salim, secretary general 
of the Organization of African Unity, said: "Africa 
won its battle for political freedom and against 
racism, partly because it had the support of the 
greater part of the world . We now need the same 
kind of solidarity ... to liberate the people of the conti
nent of Africa from the 
oppression of grinding 
poverty and economic 
underdevelopment." 

Our Compelling 
Interest 

Of the 31 African 
nations officially catego
rized by the United 
Nations as " Least
Developed Countries," 
two-thirds were provid
ed with financial 
resources in 1993 by the 
General Board of Global 
Mini~tries . If the US 

of Africa must be supp or ted so 
they can assume their role in the development of their 
communities and nations. The churches are a critical 
component of development because they alone will 
nourish the new hope and new visions without which 
an infusion of financial aid would be meaningless. In 
the decline of aid from other sources, Africa's church
es are poised to become the primary actors in devel
opment-through leadership development, evange
lism, development of schools at all levels, agricultural 
production, healtr. care, and upport for other com
munity programs and projects to alleviate poverty. 

The funds from the United Methodist Bishops ' 
ppea l and Campaign for Africa will do much to 

establish the basic infrastructure of the church and to 
restore its devas ta ted institutions. Funds are now 
needed to deepen and aggressively extend the min-

~, 

' 

istries of the church in 
Africa to all. 0 

David Briddell is a retired 
executive of the National 
Council of Churches and a 
Consultant fo r Planning 
and Research to the World 
Program Division, GBGM. 

Opposite, p. 38: A child at 
an integrated day-care center 
in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, and agricultural proj
ects at the Nyadire United 
Methodist Mission 
Compound in Zimbabwe. 
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an interview with Jack Miner, Volunteer in Mission 
by Christie R. House 

J 
ack Miner, a retired air
line pilo t from Nor th 
Carolina, first traveled 
to Zaire in 1989 . "My 
sole purpose," he says, 

"was to help build the girls' school 
at the Methodist mission station in 
Diengenga. Lorena Kelly, a retired 
missionary now living at Brooks
Howell Home, used to teach at the 
girls' school before she retired. She 
came to our church to speak about 
Africa missions at a UMW meet
ing. She knew I had been a carpen
ter before I became a pilot. She just 
kept after me. I became inspired. I 
had already done volunteer mis
sion work in Haiti and Barbados." 

While in Zaire, Miner found 
that there was a lot of inoperative 
machinery at the mission station
equipment that was needed and 
that could be used if only some
one knew how to maintain it. He 
thought how useful a technical 
school would be. Then, in 1990, 
when he went back for the dedica
tion of the girls' school, he took 
inventory of how much equip
ment was sitting at the United 
Methodist mission stations in that 
a rea . His dream of a technical 
school began to take shape. 

"I found a lot of equipment and 
saw the need for an educational 
program," Miner says, "but I also 
learned that the number-one pri
ority for the people was to provide 
a means to produce sufficient food 
to feed their families. Once that is 
es tablished, they can move on 
from there. As they produce more 

The Diengenga 

Trade School is a 

project of the 

United Methodist 

mission station 

near Lodja. Zaire. 

which is part of the 

Central Zaire 

Conference. 

Bishop Onema 

Fama (whose 

family name is 

Onema-Zaireans 

write the last name 

first) presides over 

the Central Zaire 

Conference and 

therefore heads 

up the project. 
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food, they can sell more and pro
duce income. Then they can go 
into electrical repair, automotive 
repair, and much more." 

By 1992, a school board was 
formed, consis ting of United 
Methodist Zairean pastors. They 
worked out a general outline for 
the school program and the tuition 
requirements. They decided that, 
unless the students put something 
into the cost, they would not real
ize the value of their educa tion. 
The school would start with funds 
from an Advance Special and from 
o ther sources in The United 
Methodist Church, but its goal 
would be to become self-sufficient. 

Meeting People Where They Are 

'A
lthough Jack Miner ' s 
vision s tar ted with a 
trade school that 
would teach technical 
skills, he found with 

subsequent trips that the people 
had a long way to go before that 
particular dream could be real
ized. "You've got to meet the peo
ple where they are," he says. "As 
we involve the people, they realize 
tha t they are the ones accomplish
ing the work, with just a little help 
and suggestion. 

"I'm working from within their 
own environment now," Miner 
continues. "We are realizing more 
and more that we have to start 
where they are and that the num
ber-one need is for better farming. 
Food is in short supply. 
Nutritional food is in extremely 
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short upply. Since they don't 
have fertilizers or pesticides, we 
are looking at organic farming . 
They can fertilize from the natural 
things they have, so there i no 
need to purchase anything. The 
soil and land is such that, if they 
do organic farming, there is no 
limit to the fruits and vegetables 
of first-class quality they can pro
duce. They can also market this 
food and feed other parts of the 
world. It's just a matter of teach
ing them so that they can see this 
can really happen." 

A better food supply would cer
tainly improve the overall health 
of the people of Diengenga, but 
Miner soon saw another weak link 
in the chain-lack of a sanitary 
water supply. At present, the peo
ple drink the river water. It is 
pumped into a holding tank and 
released to the village twice a day. 
No purification is done. Now, 
included in the plans for the trade 
school, there are plans for learning 
to design a better water system. 
All along Miner's journey, one 
project leads right into another. 

Spiritual Discoveries 

M 
iner got a real taste of 
village life when he 
contracted malaria on 
a visit in 1992. He was 
taking chloroquine as 

a preventive measure but came 
down with the disease anyway. 

"It lasted three days ," he 
remembers. "The first day I had a 
terrible feeling. After that, I began 

Top left: Graduating pastors at the Lodja, 
Zaire, pastors' school, 1992. Top right: 
Pilots Jacques Umembudi (left, in yellow 
shirt) and Stephen Quigg (right, in sun
glasses) of the Wings of Caring aviation 
ministry, Ka nanga, Zaire. Above: The 
Rev. Ulungu Kinyamba, chaplain of the 
Diengenga Trade School. 

..As we involve the 

people. they 

realize that they 

are the ones 

accomplishing 

the work." 

to feel better. Quinine is all you 
need to take for malaria. " Elaine 
Crowder, a missionary at the 
Diengenga station, wrote to Jack' 
wife, Renie (Winifred Loraine). 
Before she got the letter in the 
United States, Jack was already 
well and back at work. It was dur
ing his illness and recovery that he 
disco ered the great caring and 
concern that the Zairean people of 
Diengenga exhibit for one another. 

"I was amazed at the numbers 
of people that came and prayed by 
my bedside, " he observes. "You 
don' t see this at home. They really 
know what Christ's love is. In my 
estimation, they are more commit
ted to Christ than the average 
Christian in America. In Zaire, you 
will find families that will walk 
four days to come to a revival and 
will bring their food and helter 
with them. They will stay 10 days 
and then walk back home. I find 
that, no matter what their condi
tion is , no matter how hungry 
they are, they still have joy. They 
still smile." 

Although Miner does not under
stand much Otetela, the language 
of that region, he does under tand 
the feeling and the praise the peo
ple exhibit during wor hip . A 
church service will last from three 
to fi ve hours, with four or five 
choirs singing . The church is 
packed most of the time. The win
dow are open air, so people al o 
attend from out ide the church . 
The rafters and a ledge along the 
wall are often filled with childr n . 
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"It's a very inspira tion a l ser- .. The number-one The teacher is lucky to ha v e a 
vice," Miner commen ts . "Even book. Everything has to be w ritten an 
though they are speaking another priority for the peo· on a blackboard and the students wl 
language, I can tell by the expres- write it in a notebook." pE 
sions they give during the sermon . ple is to produce Miner also acknow ledges that di 
They make ge tures praising God the Zairean people have a lot to ne 
when they are singing." 

sufficient food to 
teach him. "They have their own aJ1 

technology. It is vas tly different th 
The ir Own Technology from ours," he says . He then m J ack Miner has found a feed their families. describes how the people cook out- to 

real willingness to learn side over open fires and how he has 
new skills and an open- As they produce seen w omen bake a cake in a pot. Z1 
ness to his ideas in "They will handle food in the hot 
Zaire. He asked the bish- more food, they fire. I've seen them actually pick up ra 

op to assign a Zairean En glish the hot coals and move them with w 
teacher, Odimba Kalema, as dean 

can sell some and 
their hands and not get burned. M 

of the new school. Odimba also There are a lot of things they have 5, 
serves as Bishop Onema 's secre- tau ght me . They hav e w ays of SJ 
tary. Miner then made plan s to produce income. doing things that are unique." ol 
have Od imba and his wife, Mama The boys in the village make p1 
Myembo, visit technical schools in Then they can go small model cars out of thin strips rr 
the United States. "We wanted him of bamboo w ood. "They do this tl 
to see the structure of the system Into electrical w ith a machete and a ra zor ft 
of our schooling, how a sch ool blade," says Miner in amazement. tl 
functions, to enable him to get a 

repair. automotive 
"They have no rule, no draw ing, i1 

better idea of how to run a school no plans, and yet the cars are cor- d 
back h ome," Miner explains. H is rec t dow n to the finest d etail. If 
wife, meanwhile, will visit prima- repair. and much they can do that, they can surely ti 
ry and secondary schools. b e tau ght a trade w ithout any p 

"Th e curriculum tha t is avail- more. They have trouble whatsoever." s: 
able to them is unbelievable from jt 
our viewpoint of w h at a sch ool the resources to The Urge To Return p 
should be," Miner comments. "The R eflecting on the tu rn 51 

Methodist Church built the schools his life has taken in ~ 
and provided the desks. But now support not only the pas t fi ve years, a 
the schools are government-run . Miner confides: " I r 
The teachers are paid very little by themselves but cannot explain how 1 
the government. Most of the teach- this whole thing started- except p 
ers are paid by the parents-bring- other parts of the that I went there the first time just 

' e ing rice or whatever they have to to help build this girls' school, but 
subsidize the teachers. The aver-

world ." 
the Lord opened doors for me and 

age student does not see a book. prodded me to continue. 
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"There is no way to express to 
anyone the feeling that you have 
when you are able to work with 
people and see them move in a 
direction that they so drastically 
need. They need this type of help 
and assistance, but more than any
thing else, they need encourage
ment. They can do this. They need 
to know they can do this." 

When Jack Miner is not in 
Zaire, he's at home in the Western 
North Carolina Conference, fund
raising. As a result of his working 
with the General Board of Global 
Ministries, the Diengenga Trade 
School has become an Advance 
Special. Although it now has this 
official status, the task of getting 
people to give to the fund is still a 
major challenge. Miner admits 
that it would be nice to have more 
funds, but he has come to learn 
that pouring money into projects 
is not the answer to miss ion
development work. 

"You need to somehow instill 
the desire in the people to accom
plish the w ork themselves," h e 
says. "And eventually, it will not 
just be themselves they w ill sup
port. They have the resources to 
support other parts of the world ." 
Miner already sees the willingness 
and the Chris tian m otivation to 
rea ch out in miss ion wo rk . 
Though poor themselves, the peo
ple of Diengenga take an offering 
every Sunday and u se i t to ai d 
those who are poorest and needi
est ~mong them. 

Opposite page, left: Techn ical training 
at the Diengenga Trade School will 
enable students to maintain this logging 
saw. Right: Practical creative skills are 
honed in carpentry class. Above left: 
This family walked for days to attend a 
revival. Right: The model cars carved by 
village boys out of thin bamboo strips are 
accurate to the finest detail. 

'"In my estimation. 

Zai reans are more 

committed to 

Christ than the 

average Christian 

in America. In 

Zaire. you will find 

families that will 

walk four days to 

come to a revival. 

They will stay 10 

days and then 

walk back home." 

Jack Miner 

"Th e p eople h ave won m y 
hear t," con cludes Jack Min er. 
"They have shown me they truly 
want to improve their si tuations. 
What a blessing it is to work with 
them!" 0 

Christie R. House is the Associate 
Editor of New World Outlook. 

DIENGENGA 
TRADE SCHOOL 
DEDICATION, 
JANUARY 1995 

The Diengenga Trade 
School officially opened 
in January of this year. By 
March. three classes were 
operational under the 
leadership of Odimba 
Kalema. the dean of the 
school. Fifteen students 
are enrolled in the car
pentry class. thirteen In 
the masonry class. and 
nine in the agriculture 
class. The faculty con
sists of nine Instructors. 
Each student has paid a 
nominal tuition fee to 
attend the school. 
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Mission Storyteller - One woman 
agreed to be a storyteller of mis
sion experiences. She visited the 
Sunday school classes, sharing 
stories, songs, and artifacts that 
she and others had gathered as 
they served in mission. She kept 
herself up to date on new mission 
stories b y reading New World 
Outlook and Response and by using 
The Prayer Calendar and Mission 
Means. She also borrowed videos 
from the annual conference 
library, such as Mission Magazine 
and the Why We Care series. 

Mission Is Our Bag - An excited 
mission-work-area group packed 
a suitcase full of mission materi
als- videos, brochures, articles, 
photos, slides-and made it avail
able to Sunday school teachers 
and mission speakers. The mission 
group also included ideas on how 
to infuse mission stories into cur
rent curricula, with tips on how to 
use slides and video excerpts. 

Mission Minutes - They are tried 
and true. A two-minute talk about 
United Methodist mission pro
grams and projects-at least once a 
month, during the worship ser
vice-helps people stay informed 
and excited about how their church 
serves the world. [See pp 16-20.] 

Mission Letter Quiz - One church 
had a covenant relationship with a 
missionary couple. Church volun-

teers helped the members stay 
connected with their missionaries 
by making enough copies of each 
letter received so that every mem
ber could take a copy home and 
read it at lei sure . Two to three 
weeks later, during the coffee fel
lowship hour, a pop quiz would be 
given on the contents of the letter. 
Anybody could shout out an 
answer. The children and youth 
were usually eager to participate. 
Sometimes there would be a writ
ten quiz (with different versions 
for children, youth, and adults) . 
The first person to answer all ques
tions correctly received a sm all 
prize and a special mention in the 
bulletin for being a "mission star." 

Mission Sunday - Motivated 
by a dis trict mission-saturation 
event, one church decided to have 
an annual Mission Sunday. It was 
not a fund-raising event per se but 
a time to celebrate the ways in 
which the church serves in mis
sion. Speakers have included cur
rent and former mis sionaries, 
work-team members, a mission 
intern, a US-2, and a visiting 
Person in Mission from another 
country. Representatives from 
local service organizations, such as 
community centers and food 
pantries, have been invited to 
bring displays and brochures to 
share the work they are doing in 
mission . There 's always food, 
there's always music, and there 's 
always a love offering taken. This 
giving-in addition to Advance 
Specials and Special Sunday offer
ings-has added hundreds of dol
lars to the mission budget. 
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A Month for Mission - Another 
church decided to dedicate an 
entire month to learning about 
and serving in mission. The cata
lys t was a couple leaving for a 
three-week Volunteer-in-Mission 
experience. The church covenant
ed to "be at work" at the same 
time. Members organized a prayer 
vigil for the volunteers and mis
sion personnel around the world. 
People were asked to fast one day 
a week in solidarity with hungry 
people worldwide. Members also 
held a food drive to help restock 
the town's food pantry. Age-level 
presentations on mission were 
given during two Sunday services. 
Special bulletin boards were creat
ed to highlight the various min
istries that the church supports. At 
the end of the month, a welcome
home party was given for the mis
sion volunteers, w ho showed a 
video of their VIM experience. 

Commercials for Mission -
Drama gro up members at one 
church volunteered to do a series 
of skits on the work of their local 
church . The mission work area 
took advantage of their offer and 
helped them create four "commer
cials " that would lift up the 
church's key mission emphases. 
For example, the y developed a 
skit to recruit volunteers to work 
in the homeless shelter during the 
coming winter, using humor and 
demonstrating how their work 
would fill a need. The group also 
did a commercial on the journey 
of the mission dollar-showing 
how their monetary gif ts have 
made a significant difference. 
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' ' 
Go .therefore and 

make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing 

them in the name of 
.'he Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey every-

thing that I have 
commanded you. 

'' 
Matthew 28: 19-20 N RSV 

New World Outlook 

We're Waiting for YOU. 
Gerald H. Anderson Sept. 12-15 
' 'Toward the Twenty-fir t Century in Christian Mi ssion." 
OMSC's director surveys major issues in mission on the 
eve of the th ird mi ll en ni um . Cospo nsored by Easte rn 
Men nonite Mi ss io ns, and Miss io n Socie ty for Uni ted 
Methodists. Four sessions. $65 

Samuel Escobar Sept. 18-22 
"Equippi ng the Sai nts for Grassroots Evangelism:· Latin 
American missiologist and evangel ist guides church lead
ers in the trai ning of lai ty for effective community witness. 
Eight sessions. $95 

Martha Lund Sm alley Sept. 25-27 
" How to Deve lo p and Preserve Chu rc h and M issio n 
Archives:· Yale Divin ity School archivi st helps ident ify. 
organize. and preserve essent ial records. Mon . 2:00 p.m. -
Wed. 4:00 p.m. $75 

J ean-Paul Wiest and Cathy McDonald Sept. 28-30 
"Doing Oral History : Helping Chri stian' Tell Their Own 
Story." Leaders of the Maryknoll History Program intro
duce skills for documenting church/mission history . Thurs. 
9:30 a.m. - Sat. noon. $75 

Attend both the Archive and Oral History ll'Orkshops. 
Sept. 25-30.Jor only$/ JO combined fee. 

Kenneth E. Bailey Oct. 2-6 
"Jesus and His Teachings : A Midd le Eastern Cultural 
Perspective." Well known biblical scholar deepens insight 
in to J es us' view of hi s m i s ion . Cos po nsored by 
Maryknoll Mission Institute. Eight sessions. $95 

Rober t T. Coote Oct. 16-20 

J a mes M. Phillips Oct. 3 1-Nov . 3 
"Discovering Mission Lessons from Korea and Japan ." 
O MSC' s Associate Director leads four morn ing sessions 
highlighting basic pri nciples of cross-cultura l mission. $65 

J a mes A. Cogswell Nov. 6- 10 
Planni ng. Promoting. and Recru iting for Mission in a Ne"' 
G loba l Co ntext. O MSC's Se nior M is sion Scho la r in 
Residence out lines the new demands of tomorrow's mis
sion. Eight sessions. $95 

Andrew F. Walls Nov. 13- 17 
" Ho w World Mi ss ion Is Rewriting Ch urch His tory." 
Professor Walls. Centre fo r the Study of Christianity in the 
No n-We s te rn Wo rld . ca ll s for a fre s h ap proac h to 
un der sta ndi ng th e wo rl d c hu rc h . Cos po nsore d by 
Billy Graham Center, and Mennonite Board of Missions. 
Eight sessions. $95 

J . Martin Ba iley Nov . 27-Dec . I 
"The Miss io na ry Journey o n the In forma tio n Su per
highway ." Dr. Bai ley. communicati ons consul tant. Middle 
East Cou ncil of Churches. shows how to take advantage of 
h i-t ec h comm unications for C h ri s t' s Ki ngdom . 
Cos po nsored by F.M .M . Mi ss io n Reso urce Ce nter. 
and United Church Board for World Mi nis tries. Eight 
sessions. $95 

Gra ham Kings Dec. 4-8 
" U nder standing G o d ·s M iss io n: From Ke nya to 
Cambridge .'' The Henry Martyn Lectu rer in Missiology 
for the Federated T heo logical Co ll eges of Ca mbridge. 
Eng land, shares bibli cal reflections from Africa and the 
West. Eight sessions. $ ; , 

"Effective Communica tio n wi th the 
Folks Back Home.'' OMSC staff mem
be r leads workshop on maintaining 
strong links with the se ndi ng church. 
Cospo nso red by Menno nite Cen tral 
Commi ttee . Eight sessions. $95 

,. ----- -------- --- -- -------- -------- ------- ------ ------------------------- ... 

Shirley Torstrick and 
David Pollock Oct. 23-27 
"Nurturing and Educating Transcultura l 
Kids." Torstrick and Pollock help par
ents meet the special needs of MK 's and 
other transcultural children. Cosponsored 
by Famil y Syste ms Mini str ies Inter
national, OC International. and Wycli ffe 
Bible Tran. lators. Eight sessions. $95 

Sign up for Fall 1995 Seminars 
0 Sign me up for these semi nars: 0 Send me more information 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Overseas Ministries Study Center 
490 Prospect St .. New Haven. CT 065 l I 

TEL: (203) 624-6672 FAX: (203) 865-2857 
Publishe" of the l "1tRNATIONAL B ULLETlN OF M tSS lONARY RESEARCH ' ' ' ' L.------------------------------------------------------------------------.J 
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FDR CURRENT Ml§§IOl\I l\IEW§ 
Al\ID RESOURCE§ VIA FAX 
CALL 1-800-793-5415 
Then, enter 4 11 for an index of all topics-
Or, try the numbers listed below for a am piing of what's available! 

000 Advance topics 
101 List of GBGM vacancies 
301 United Methodist Development Fund 
304 Rural Chaplaincy 
501 UMCOR Hotline 
602 Try CAM (Computerized AIDS Ministries Network) 
801 Your Communication Menu: Important Mission Resources and Phone Numbers 

General Board of 61obal Ministries • The United Methodist Church 

EUROPE 
UNITED NATIONS 

ECCLESIASTES 
Mission Studies ... 
All on one video! 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 1995 
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'm helping to build 
church right now! 

The investment I chose pays me 
interest and builds churches. 
Would you like to help too? 

United Methodist Development Fund accepts investments 
from United Methodist individuals or organizations, sends 
them an interest check twice a year, then lends that money 
to United Methodist churches for new construction and /or 
renovation. 

Notes may be purchased for as little as $100. The Fund's sole 
purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist 
Church by providing first mortgage loans to churches. This is 
not an offer of sale. All offerings are made only by the Offer
ing Circular. 

Interest Rates 

IRA Flexible 
7.50% 4.50% 

Call or write for 
the Offering Circular: 
The United 
Methodist 
Development Fund 
Room 320 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York 
NY 10115 
(212) 870-3856 
or 1-800-862-8633 

If you 're a 
church, for 
mortgage 
information, 
call: (212) 870-3865 

I Year Term 
6.50% 

4 Year Term 
7.50% 
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1995-96 spiritual growth study 

by Hea Sun Kim 
and Mary Lou Blakeman 
with Commentaries by Lisa M. Wolfe 

Vanity and meaning, wisdom and 
folly, life and death- Ecclesiastes 
reflects on all of these. Letters inter
pret the words of this biblical book 
and come from the readings and 
personal experience of authors from 
Louisiana and Korea. Carolyn 
Oehler has written a study guide to 
assist in study and it is included in 
the book. 

Order 
Ecclesiastes: 
The Meaning of Your Life 
(Eng . #2161 , Span . #2165/$3 .95) 
from 
SERVICE CENTER, 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
7820 Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, 
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800, 
or FAX: 513-761-3722. 
Order by phone: 1-800-305-9857. 
MasterCard and VISA accepted . 
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UMCOR receives no World Service 

dollars. Its income is derived largely 

from the General Advance and One 

Great Hour of Sharing offering. 100% of 

every gift given to UMCOR goes directly 

where it is designated. Help fight the 

causes of hunger, assist refugees, and 

aid those facing disasters. 


