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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
"Jesus Christ is born!" proclaims the Christmas cover of New World 
Outlook. This issue is about the coming of the Christ child into the 
world and what that miracle means for the church in mission. In it 
you ' ll read about children' s books that retell the Christmas story. 
You'll see Fra Filippo Lippi ' s serene Nativity. You'll find Heather 
Murray Elkins' lament for "Father Joseph," the family member who, 
all too often, g~s "missing in action." 

But you won't see the Christmas spirit here in old, familiar places. 
Instead, you' ll encounter it as a dawning hope in a darkened world. 
Christmas is a promise born out of pain, as Christie House reminds 
us in her invocation, "Come, Peace Child ." "Peace is not granted," 
she points out, " it is birthed . It is brought forth out of pain and 
anguish." Christmas is coming into a wounded and hurting world. 

The stories that follow, like Dickens' trio of Christmas spirits, take 
us on a spiritual tour across time and space. Elizabeth Haak has 
interviewed some of the people who are most knowledgeable about 
United Methodist mission in the Commonwealth of Independent 
States . "Turning Swords into Plowshares in the CIS" is not easy-as 
the recent revolt by hardline Communi s ts attests. Yet United 
Methodists are there, mini stering in word and deed-helping to 
build both a "Good News Village" and a partnership with people 
who've been relegated to "a waste heap of humanity" because of past 
exposure to nuclear tests. "Come, peace child ." 

Suffering Bosnia is still "One Step From Chaos," as Nancy Sartin 
relates in an interview with UMCOR head Ken Lutgen. Again, 
United Methodists are there, undertaking shelter projects to aid the 
refugees. Lu tgen affirms that "there is room here for the community 
of faith to touch and heal lives." 

Writing about "Christians in Cuba," Phil Wingeier-Rayo gives a 
first-hand account of young lives healed through faith in the Christ 
child. Other life-changing ministries shine forth in the stories that fol
low: the mission of Nora Boots in community-based health care, in 
Christie Hou se's "Planting a Little Seed"; the miss ion of Flor 
Rodriguez to her region's indigenous people, in Starr Bowen's 
"Seeing Myself in the Eyes of the Poorest Child"; the mission of 
United Methodists in Indiana who are strengthening education in 
West Africa, in Joseph Wagner's "Operation Classroom"; and the 
space-time journey of a Kansas woman, Faith Wendland, who find s 
her mission roots in "Japan: Where My Mothers Walked." 

Not all Christmas stories have happy endings-yet. Some are lib
eration work in progress. During a "Sojourn in India," William G. 
Berney and Gerhard Johnson found continuing caste discrimination 
but also the dalit liberation movement. In "Widening the Circle of 
B11rak11 Liberation," Higashioka Sanji describes efforts in Japan to 
overcome discrimination based on one's ancestors' occupations and 
social rankings. That it is still hard to unlearn and root out prejudice 
can come as no surprise to those of us in the United States. We suffer 
still from our country's original sin of slavery, and the nuclear fallout 
from racism continues to poison our spirits. "Come, peace child." 

"Kum ba yah, my Lord" was the song that visiting U.S. Christians 
sang with Russian Muslims in Kazakhstan near the nuclear ground 
zero . "Kum ba yah" is al so the inv itation Dr. Randolph Nugent 
wants us to extend to all the desperate immigrants who are tempest
tossed upon our shores. "Come by here, my Lord"- so that at last 
we' ll welcome all God's crying children. Surely that all-embracing 
"Kum ba yah" is what Christmas means. 0 
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ri man to exr>nll!f 
lie disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 

God grant us peace. We hurt so very much. We 
hurt each other. We hurt ourselves. The pain and 
suffering in our world today is overwhelming. UN 
"peace-keeping" forces are deployed in countries all 
over the earth, carrying guns, riding in tanks
armed with explosives. That's how we keep the 
peace: with very heavy and dangerous artillery. 
Come, peace child. 

I was privileged to attend the most recent mis
sionary conference of the General Board of Global 
Ministries for staff, World Division missionaries, 
and retiring missionaries . So man y of our 
United Methodist missionaries report suf
fering as a way of life fo r the people in 
the countries where they serve. We 
heard reports of blood shed in 
Nicaragua, Mozambique, Zaire, 
China, Liberia , Brazil, the 
Philippines. The list goes 
on. The missionary com
munity represented at 
the conference draft
ed a letter to President 
Clinton urging the 
United States to condemn 
Israel's bombing of Lebanon. 
The United States has remained 
si lent about the action. I foun d 
myself thinking: What can the U.S . 
government say? We onl y rece ntl y 
lobbed a few missiles at Baghdad in reta lia
tion for a suspected assassination plot that was 
never carried out. What have we to say about 

anue 

0 

already been called into awdtJ!Otti'il:l~·D 
Before the marriage had even started, a list Of griev
ances-a litany of pain-was begun. Joseph 
believed that Mary had betrayed him, and it must 
have hurt him deeply. Infidelity is one of the hard
est things to deal with in a marriage. It produces 
enormous feelings of jealousy and suffering on the 
part of the one who is wronged. It also produces 
tremendous guilt and resentment in the spouse who 
has chosen to commit adultery. At the very heart of 

the matter, the action of being unfaithful implies 
that the one who is wronged does not deserve 

love. Another person is more deserving of 
the spouse's attention. God says we are all 

worth the time and effort it takes to 
love. Come, peace child. 

Things we re so precario us in 
this young famil y that God had 

to send angels to patch up 
the holes torn in the trust 

between Joseph and 
Mary. Granted , God 
had a part in creat

ing those hole s. The 
an gel call s fo r peace, 

explaining the real reason 
for the pregna ncy. Once 

Joseph accepts the angel's expla
n a ti on, the marria ge is saved. 

Saved- but still not in great shape, fo r 
now Mary's litany of pain begins. She 

wa s fal sely accused by the one who was 
supposed to love her, protect her, and provide 

for her for the res t o f he r life. Her marriage 
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Peace 

peace? 
for peace, like a magical euphoria laid 

down upon the earth. In this euphoria, people stop 
fighting. They stop hurting each other. We pray for 
this. We ask God to send us a time of peace. Surely, 
after all these years of praying, fighting, longing, 
an<;I suffering, we Christians should have figured 
out that God doesn't work this way. If God could 
send us peace, wouldn't we have it? 

The Christmas story tells us that the peace child 
was born out of pain. P~ace was not sent to us in a 
calm, euphoric environment, free from doubt and 
mistrust. But Mary and Joseph must have learned 
to mend the ruptures in their relationship. If 
Jesus had grown up in a home of violence 
and mistrust, in an environment in which 
love was a device of manipulation, he 
would have learned violence and 
mistru st and manipulation. He 
lea rned a life of peace instead. 

The litany of pain 
between Jo seph and 
Mary must have been 
expressed, but it was 
not endless ly repeat-
ed . So many of us, when 
dealing with those we love, 
bring up our litanies of pain 
again and again . "You hurt me. 
You did not take care." We do this 
because we want the pain to go away. 
We want the one who hurt us not only to 
stop hurting us but to erase what has hap-
pened. We want it to disappear, as if nothing 
had happened. This cannot be. 

tense up 8nd steel herself against the This is 
exactly the wrong thing to do. She must express the 
pain, feel it, concentrate on it, and, finally, let it go. 
Relax- let it go. If a woman cannot completely relax 
through a contraction and let the pain go, she will 
wear herself out long before she gets to the delivery 
table. She will need pain killers, muscle relaxers, or 
even surgery to give birth to her baby. 

We all carry litanies of pain around with us. We 
are a wounded people-all of us. We wound each 
other. If we are to be a people of peace, then we 

must bear peace. Feel the pain, express the pain, 
let go of the pain. Th t is how peace is born. The 

only way we can find peace in our lives is by 
letting go of our pain-even w hen, and 

especially when, our pain is justi fied . 
Jesus d id not carry with h im the 
painful litanies of his earthly par

ents. He lived a life of peace and 
a life o f pain . Even on the 

cross, he let go of the pain. 
He asked forgiveness for 

those who killed hi m. 
He let go . Th is 

Christmas season, may 
we think about those in 

our lives who are wounding 
us, and may we let go. 
Peace is a process. It begins in 

pain. Learn peace. Learn to let go. 
Forgive. Stand in grace. Give birth to a 

peace child this Christmas season. 0 

Christie House is the Associate Editor of New 
World Outlook and the mother of a 4-year-old. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEM BER 1993 5 



6 

Turning Swords 
into Plowshates 
in the CIS 

by Elizabeth Haak 

God will judge between the nations 
and will settle disputes for many peo
ples. They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation will not take 
up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore. 

-Isaiah 2:4 (NIV) 
On April 18, 1993, the night of 

the Russian Orthodox Easter, an 
almost full moon shone over a cir
cle of jeeps and a van. They were 
parked on barren, sandy land 
about an hour's drive from the 
Charsk District Hospital in the 
new Republic of Kazakhstan, for
merly part of the Soviet Union. 
Inside the circle, a group of 
Muslim health-care workers, now 
citizens of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS), joined 
hands with their Christian coun
terparts from the United States. 
"We are standing in the nuclear 
test area, near ground zero," said 
Dr. Bakhyt Tumenova to Cathie 
Lyons and her colleagues . 
"Weapons intended to destroy 
your country were tested here." 

The detour to the former Soviet 
nuclear test site was an unplanned 
part of Lyons ' journey. As 
Associate General Secretary for 
Health and Welfare Ministries at 
the United Methodist Genera I 
Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM), she had traveled to the 

These houses are being built in a Russian village with the help of United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission on work teams . They will serve as group homes for senior citizens. 

CIS to nurture partner relationships 
between hospitals. It was part of 
GBGM's holistic mission plan to 
bring together Word and Deed. 

Word and Deed 
Dr. Bruce Weaver, Coordinator 

of Mission Development in the 
CIS for the World Division of 
the GBGM, says: "The Russia 
Initiative delivers a loaf of bread 
for the body and the word of God 
for the soul." This union of Word 
and Deed is lived out through 
food gifts by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) as 

we ll as by developing partner 
relationships between U.S. health
care faci lities and CIS counter
parts, sending Volunteers In 
Mission (VIM) on work teams, 
connecting United Methodist
related colleges with CIS universi
ties, and linking Russian commu
nities wi th partner churches in the 
United States. 

Weaver emphasizes mutuality. 
"A genuine partnership exists 
when the parties see each other as 
equals," he says. He asks U.S. 
partner churches for a commit
ment of two years but hopes that 
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Above: Bishop Ruediger Minor greets the first VIM team at Red Square in 
Moscow. Below: Housing built in the pilot project at Blagoves t, the "Good 
News Village, " August 1993. 

the relationships will continue 
much longer. Church teams of 
people from many different walks 
of life visit a Russian community 
for a couple of weeks and stay in 
people's homes. They share their 
faith, study the Bible, and pray 
and worship with their hosts. In 
an ecumenical spirit, the U .S. 
church members work with other 
Christians, especially those of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, the 
largest Christian denomination in 
the CIS . Weaver believes this 
model, developed by the early 
church, will nurture faith in all 
participants . Over the two-year 
period, a number of different 
teams from the partner church 

visit. If the people in the Russian 
community desire to organize a 
United Methodist church and to 
become part of the UM Church in 
Eurasia, the partner American 
congregation will assist them. By 
autumn 1993, 29 congregations in 
the United States had entered into 
partner-church relationships with 
29 Russian communities. 

"It is important that the partner 
church respect indigenous faith 
development," says Weaver . 
"Russians have a deep sensitivity 
to spiritual feelings, even though 
they have had 70 years of oppres
sion and faith restriction ." 

Bishop Ruediger Minor has 
become familiar with religious 

suppression. His earlier ministry 
took place behind the Iron 
Curtain . Formerly bishop of the 
East German Annual Conference 
and now episcopal leader of the 
United Methodist Church of 
Eurasia, Minor pastors 40 UM 
congregations and fellowships (a 
formative stage prior to becoming 
a church) . All programs of the 
Russia Initiative are under his 
jurisdiction. 

Bishop Minor received thanks 
from many who benefited from 
UMCOR's foodlift last February. 
In Samara, a city north of 
Kazakhstan Republic, social work
ers honored the United Methodists 
with an impromptu Russian tea . 
Between October 1991 and July 
1992, UMCOR had di stributed 4 
million pounds of food to the 
Russian people. The following 
year, food production improved to 
such an extent that UMCOR was 
able to stretch U.S. dollars by pur
chasing food in Russia . 

While the weather outside in 
Samara was a bitter -22°F, the 
social workers inside told Bishop 
Minor and his party how the 
elderly of Russia are hard hit by 
cold and inflation. Under the old 
system, workers were guaranteed 
a small income, housing, and 
health care in old age. When the 
Communist system fell apart, 
inflation devastated people's sav
ings . Now after a long working 
life, senior citizens are dependent 
on others . Their self-respect is 
threatened. "The spirit in which 
help is given is important," Bishop 
Minor observes. 

Good News Village 
The spirit of VIM teams ha s 

spread friendship around the 
globe . Weaver and other s taff 
member s of GBGM worked in 
partnership with the International 
Assoc iation of Peace Funds and 
the Russian Orthodox Church to 
develop a VIM pilot project. The 
other two partners had already 
started a model hou sing project 
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called Blagovest (Good News 
Village) in a rural area about 30 
mile s northeast of Moscow . 
Weaver recruited the Rev. Stephen 
Darr, a campus minister in 
Virginia , to coordinate the VIM 
program there. 

Darr has made 10 trips to the 
CIS, developing contacts in 
Moscow and working with an 
independent international volun
teer organization. He describes the 
current Russian scene as "compli
cated, chaotic, and unsettled." 

Weaver concurs, "Movement 
into democracy occurred with 
very little public discussion. Most 
of the struggle was underground 
for many years. Perestroika was 
like a levee breaking. It came so 
fast that it is still difficult for the 
leaders and people to deal with 
what freedom really means." 

In this unsettled situation, mis
sion needs to be sustained and 
long-term. "We don't want to just 
give aid now," says Weaver. "We 
want to strengthen the local con
gregations so there will be min
istry in place for the next century." 

The path for ministry in the 
next century was paved la s t 
August by the first VIM team, 
which included participants from 
all five United Methodist jurisdic
tions in the United State . They 
went to help build Blagovest. 
More important, they went to 
bu ild bridges between two cul
tures, two branche s of the 
Christian faith, and two work 
teams composed of very different 
personalities. 

According to the Rev. Greg 
Rittenhouse of Woodlawn United 
Methodist Church in Somerset, 
Indiana, friendships formed slowly 
at first, owing to the language bar
rier (there were only a few transla
tors). But bonds were formed and, 
at parting, tears were shed . 

The houses al so went up more 
s lowly than in most other VIM 
projects . Although an electric 
chain saw and an electric plane 
wer e purchased, the Ru ssian 

"Perestroika [Soviet 

restructuring] was like a levee 

breaking. It came so fast that 

it is still difficult for the 

leaders and people to deal 

with what freedom 

really means." 

workers weren't used to electric 
tools. So they used a hand ax to 
hew out the foundation logs. 
Third-grade, warped lumber was 
the only kind that was available. 

Nevertheless, the VIMs and the 
Russian workers got the first 
home far enough along that the 
Russians would be able to finish it 
in the fall. Two other house foun
dations were laid. 

Building Bridges 
Solid ground has also been laid 

for a renewal of both the Russian 
Orthodox and the United 
Methodist churches . The VIMs 
were invited to the dedication of 
an Orthodox chapel in the village 
of Grebnovo . The congregation 
had just restored and refurbished 
the little chapel, long neglected 
under Communist rule. In his 
homily, the priest, Father Sergei, 

-Dr. Bruce Weaver 

used the VIM team as an a exam
ple of people's building bridges 
between peoples. He encouraged 
his congregation to remember that 
now people from other lands pray 
with them. God would continue to 
be with them in rough times. 

"Our VIM team," Rittenhouse 
observes, "was just a small part of 
something much bigger that is 
happening. I saw firsthand how 
God continues to work with God's 
people in the world. There's a 
multiplying factor when God is 
involved. We build the bridges 
with care to ensure the long-term 
future of the church." 

Cathie Lyons built a human 
bridge with Dr. Bakhyt Tumenova, 
deputy head of the Health 
Division of the Semipalatinsk 
Region. Because of the USSR's 
nuclear tests, the doctor described 
herself and her Kazakh people as 
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Father Sergei dedicates the newly restored Russian Orthodox chapel in the village of Grebnovo as the villagers and VIM team look on. 

a "waste heap of humanity." At 
the Semipalatinsk site, established 
in 1948, 113 aboveground and 343 
underground tests were known to 
have occurred. Few precautions 
were taken. At least 500,000 peo
ple were exposed to significant 
levels of radiation. Consequently, 
the Kazakhs suffer from cancer, 
birth defects, retardation, compli
cations in pregnancy and child
birth, and high infant mortality. 

All of the areas on the Health 
and Welfare Ministries' itinerary 
suffered from heavy environmen
tal pollution. None had received 
sustained international aid. The 
common lament Lyons and her 
group heard from the health 
workers was that: "Visitors come 
once, but we never hear from 
them again." 

Three partnership relationships 
between CIS health-care facilities 

and U.S. hospitals have been 
formed for the exchange of per
sonnel and information. These 
relationships address long-term 
needs, such as training for physi
cians and nurses. In addition to 
this, they focus specifically on the 
needs that the individual CIS facil
ity expresses. 

One need that U.S. partner hos
pitals can address is the lack of 
basic diagnostic equipment, such 
as x-ray machines and broncho
scopes, as well as basic supplies, 
such as disposable syringes, 
antibiotics, hormones, and vita
mins. "We need to seek out places 
of abundance," Lyons says . 
"Many hospitals are willing to 
share when we identify places of 
need. These are not only hospitals 
with an excess of supplies but 
places where there is an abun
dance of the human heart." 

God Near Ground Zero 
An abundance of human heart 

was much in evidence at the 
farewell dinner that the Muslim 
hosts gave their Christian guests. 
After the meal and the toasts, the 
translator explained that it was the 
custom for hosts to sing to guests 
and vice versa. The Kazakhstani 
people sang many national and 
state songs. When it was time for 
the American guests to recipro
cate, Lyons had to explain that 
they didn't know their state songs. 
Could they sing songs of their 
faith? 

At the Muslims' invitation, the 
group sang Methodist hymns. 
Then Dr. Tumenova said: "Please 
teach us a song from your faith." 

'"Kum ba yah, my Lord' 
seemed appropriate to the 
region," recalls Lyons, "so I intro
duced the hymn as an Afro-
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A Muslim mother and child in a hospital in the Semipalatinsk Region 
of Kazakhstan which is receiving medical supplies from the GBGM. 

American spiritual and we taught 
it to them. We used appropriate 
verses: 'Someone's crying, Lord, 
come by here'; and 'Someone's 
dying, Lord, come by here'; 'Oh, 
Lord, come by here."' 

At the end of the evening, the 
Kazakhs got into their jeeps to 
lead their guests on the four-hour 
drive back to the c·ty of 
Semipalatinsk. When the jeeps 
suddenly pulled off the road, the 
van followed. 

Dr. Tumenova announced that 
this was the nuclear test area-near 
ground zero . "Now we come 
together as friends," she said. "We 
never want to test nuclear weapons 
again. Can we sing 'Kum ba yah, 
my Lord' together and try to bring 
some healing into this place?" 

"So we joined hands in the 
moonlight and sang," Lyons 
remembers, "we Christians and 
the Kazakh Muslims." 

"How can you explain the part
nership relationship in any better 
words than that?" Lyons asks. 
" Coming together around a 
shared past, committing ourselves 

to move forward as a global soci
ety-that is the heart of the CIS 
mission. It is the shared experi
ence of people created by one 
God. In one moment, not planned 
or envisioned, a transformation 
took place in our lives. I will never 
be the person I was a few seconds 
before our van followed their 
jeeps to the test site." 0 

Elizabeth Haak is a freelance writer 
living in New York City. She is a 
member of Christ Church United 
Methodist, where she serves on the 
Missional Concerns and Education 
Commissions. 

If you or your congregation 
wish to get involved in the 
Mission to the CIS, please con
tact Dr. Bruce Weaver, World 
Division, GBGM, Room 1527, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, 
NY 10115. Phone: (212) 870-
3682. FAX (212) 870-3895. 

Gifts are needed to support 
the Russia Initiative. For infor
mation on how to contribute, 
call 1-800-862-4246. 
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From Dr. Bakhyt Tumenova to 
Ms. Cathie Lyons 
(Translated by Irina Miagkova) 

.. .I am very grateful to you for 
your interest in our country, in its 
destiny, and for your help in its 
difficult period of history .... That 
evening at the district hospital, we 
had a chance to associate with you 
as contemporaries-people who 
live on one Earth at one time--and 
as women who are worrying 
about peace and about children. If 
it had not been for that, probably I 
would not have cried on parting. 

My ears are still ringing with 
the melody of that hymn [Kum ba 
yah] . It seems to me that I had 
heard it before, though I know 
that it is not so. At that moment I 
felt the alliance of our souls .... 

For many years we didn't know 
anything about each other. Your 
country was depicted as a country 
of an enemy that wanted to 
unleash war. We were told that 
there was no freedom in your 
country ... As it has turned out, that 
is not so ... . 

I think that you understand the 
tragedy of our generation. We 
lived in some illusory, enthusiastic 
world with pink bandages on our 
eyes. I did everything that I was 
taught, and I believed in the 
Communist future. I was eager to 
free the other countries . But it 
turned out that I Jive in one of the 
poorest countries, together with 
other deceived and disappointed 
countrymen. I am 45. One's life is 
given only once. It has turned out 
that I didn't see anything in life, 
and perhaps my children will not 
see anything either. 

Now many things have been 
changed. We know the truth, but I 
doubt if we will be able to rebuild 
everything. Unfortunately, the 
same people have all power in the 
country as in the past...We should 
find the way out of our situation 
ourselves. Nobody will do it 
instead of us. But help of friends 
gives us confidence. Please write 
me about yourself, about your 
country. I will wait. I don't want 
to lose you. I believe that we'll 
meet again. 
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An interview with the Rev. Kenneth Lutgen, Jr. 
by Nancy E. Sartin 

Ken Lutgen has just returned 
from a week in the moun
tainous and devastated ter

ritory of what was formerly 
Yugoslavia. When he begins to 
describe his journey by truck over 
a dirt track through the Dinaric 
Alps, from the city of Split at the 
Adriatic Coast to the inland city of 
Zenica, his expression becomes 
grim and wary. "That's the only 
way in," he explains. "Food and 
medical supplies for 3.5 million 
people are hauled over that trail 
day by day. The only comparison I 
know would be the Burma Road 
during World War II." 

The convoys are a lifeline to the 
interior. They traver se battle
ground s under UN escort, stop
ping frequently for checkpoints. 
Their passengers sometimes have 
to dodge the crossfire of guerrillas 
who are shooting at one another 
in the hills. 

Associate General Secretary for 
the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR), the Rev . 
Kenneth Lutgen traveled to Zenica 
in central Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
northwest of the capital Sarajevo, 
to organize United Methodi s t 
refugee assistance there. He found 
the refugee situation as acute as it 
had been described by UMCOR 
consultant Arthur Keys, who had 
v isited earlier. Zenica's normal 
population of 120,000 has tripled 
since the disintegration of 
Yugoslavia into constituent states. 

Bu ildings and lives have been torn apart by the heavy artillery of ethnic strife in Bosnia. 

"Every hou sehold has taken in 
other families. Schools, hospitals, 
factories, office buildings are occu
pied by refugees and persons di s
placed by the warfare. Any warm 
place is used in this cold country." 

Lutgen offered some rea sons 
for the unrest and for the rejection 
of a recent UN-sponsored peace 
plan. Bosnia-Herzegovina, as the 
area is now called, is bordered by 
two o ther former Yu gos lav ian 
provinces, Serbia and Croatia . 
These two states have geographic 
problems as independent nations. 
Serbia, which is east of Bosnia
Herzegovina, has no access to the 
sea. Croatia curves around Bosnia
Herzego v ina on the no rth and 
need s the Bosnian mo untain 
routes as corrido rs between its 
coastal and internal regions. The 
lines of access-from Serbia to the 
sea and for Croatia connecting its 
extremes-intersec t in the moun-

tains. The struggle for contro l of 
routes and territory and fo r politi
cal hegemony is fueled by ethnic 
hos til ity . Bosnia-Herzegovi na is 
the fi eld of battle. 

"Arms are some times smu g
gled in through the UN food sup
ply convoys," Lutgen points ou t. 
"Once in a w hile a t on e of th e 
ma n y ch ec kp o ints, a cache o f 
wea pons turns up . Then there is 
real trou ble. In fac t, no one is in 
charge in Bosnia-Herzegovina. No 
government maintains order. The 
rejec ti on of the UN peace pla n 
re fl ec ted a view th a t it wo u ld 
merely enco urage fu r ther 'e thn ic 
cleansing, ' more genocide." 

He notes that some of the bands 
of guerrill as that roa m the coun
tryside contain criminals and dis
sidents released at the breakup of 
Yugoslavia. "In Bosnia there are 
about eight armed groups claim
ing jurisdiction over various areas. 
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Ken Lutgen (right) with members of the 
International Rescue Committee en route 
to Zenica. 

Croatia and Serbia supply arms. 
The Serbian army has heavy guns 
and sends arms to Bosnian 
Chri s tian sympathizers . The 
Bosnian army has chiefly Muslim 
troops. That is the level of reli
gious involvement in this turmoil. 

"My impression," he concludes, 
" is of completely senseless vio
lence and suffering everywhere. 
The country is a step from chaos. 
People cannot tell who is firing at 
them. They think, 'Whoever 
shoots at me is my enemy.' A very 
European attitude persists that 
territorial control or advantage is 
supremely important. They are 
willing to shell a city to capture it, 
without any regard for the lives of 
people at risk there." 

United Methodist Relief 
United Methodist work in this 

area of Eastern Europe, under the 
jurisdiction of Bi shop Heinrich 
Bo lleter, has centered in 
Macedonia, southeast of Bosnia
Herzegovina, and in Vojvodina to 
the northeas t. The United 
Methodist Church of former 
Yugoslavia is headed by the Rev. 
Martin Hovan, whose home city 
of Novi Sad is in Vojvodina. 

The opening of an UMCOR 
office in Zenica provides focus 
and direction to relief and rehabil
itation efforts in this very unstable 
area. After consultation with staff 
of the UN High Commission on 
Refugees and with World Council 

of Churches, Church World 
Service, and other relief agency 
staff for Eastern Europe, Lutgen 
has proposed three shelter pro
jects. They are to be implemented 
immediately in Zenica under the 
directi on of Project Manager 
Robert Babcock, with Virginia 
Babcock as accountant. The 
Babcocks are United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission from 
Indiana. 

The first project will remodel 
Collective Centers-buildings that 
have been taken over as shelters 
for displaced persons. This project 
will add rooms to school buildings 
that currently house 1094 dis
placed persons in overcrowded 
conditions . The additions will 
increase the number of habitable 
shelter units and free classroom 
space for 5000 students so that 
school can resume. Completion 
was expected by October. 

A second UMCOR shelter pro
ject will finish two cooperative 
apartment buildings on which 
construction is 90 percent com
plete. These will provide housing 
for Zenica residents and displaced 
persons. The project involves 178 
apartments and will benefit 4700 
people. It was also scheduled for 
completion by October. 

A third project will rehabilitate 
the Occupational Medicine 
Institute in Zenica by finishing a 
wing already under construction. 
The new unit will contain surgical 
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operating rooms needed for war 
casualties, a laboratory, and three 
floors with 428 hospital beds, 
including space for treatment of 
displaced persons. Construction 
was to be completed in September. 

The budget for these three pro
jects is $1,775,000. UMCOR has 
committed $300,000 to begin 
work. The projects will use local 
labor and bring jobs, income, and 
currency into the economy. 
Lutgen suggests that UMCOR 
may add food-for-work programs 
in Bosnia as efforts there continue. 

Encouraging Tenuous Hope 
As international leaders 

attempt to contain and halt the 
violence in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
through diplomatic channels, 
humanitarian agencies work to 
repair some of the devastation. It 
is their job to restore a semblance 
of security and to begin processes 
of healing and resettlement. 
"These are people of faith, 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
Christians, adherents to tradition
al Muslim moral values," Lutgen 
explains. "In the religious commu
nity, the yearning for peace and 
the capacity for tolerance need to 
be encouraged." 

Lutgen supports the idea of 
safe havens (war-free zones) if 
they can be policed to give assur
ance of safety both to guerrilla 
groups in the hills and to armed 
Muslim groups who are mostly in 
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the cities. He emphasizes that 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is no parallel 
to Vietnam. "If there is a compara
ble situation to this one it would 
be Somalia rather th~ Vietnam. 
The world community has to step 
in to counter the violence of crimi
nal or fanatical elements so that 
authority and order can be 
reestablished. If this area is 
allowed to descend into chaos it 
will be hard to mend or contain." 

The former Yugoslavia, he 
points out, was a Communist 
showcase in which the several eth
nic and religious factions in this 
part of the Balkans created a most 
successful and prosperous society. 
"Tito recognized the potential for 
hostility among his people. In fact, 
he encouraged the Muslim minori
ty, as neutrals, to buffer other 
rivalries. As a result there came to 
be a distinct Muslim presence in 
government and commerce in 
Yugoslavia. It was a secular pres
ence, a generation of mostly 
nonobservant Muslims in a mostly 
secular nation." There is an atti
tude among Europeans that the 
Muslims were Tito's elite and that 
now they are due for a comeup
pance. Such an attitude explains 
some current silence and lack of 
urgency for a solution to the 
Bosnia-Herzegovina warfare. 

Yugoslavia was one of Europe's 
most highly developed countries, 
with a well-educated, highly 
skilled, and quite sophi sticated 

population. "This was a circum
stance unknown to me," Lutgen 
confided. "I was amazed to find so 
many university-trained, techni
cally competent people. They are 
completely bewildered to be 
caught in this absurd and deadly 
unrest. I spoke at length with a 
young woman whose father was 
Serbian and whose mother was 
Muslim. She is married to a 
Croatian and wa s a citizen o f 
Yugoslavia. 'Who am I?' she asked 
me . 'What are my children? ' 
Thirty percent of ex-Yugoslavians 
are in this sort of predicament." 

Stepping Away From Chaos 
"A strong Protestant presence," 

Lutgen believes, "can be the best 
American witness in Bosnia . As a 
Christian community in a nation 
that has developed some under
standing of the need for tolerance, 
we do have both experience and 
healing to offer." 

With the United Na tions and 
other diplomatic means offerin g 
possibilities for a political solu
tion, and w ith Church World 
Service and other humanitarian 
agencies providing immediate 
food and relief supplies, Lutgen 
sees the need for rehabilitation, for 
shelter, and for the reestabli sh
ment o f patterns of daily life as 
paramount for the future of the 
region. UMCOR ha s committed 
personnel and emergency funds to 
begin the process of rebuilding. 

Left: UN convoy with ta nks going through Prosar. 
Below: One of the office buildings in Zenica to be reno
vated by UMCOR fo r refugee families . Typically two 
or three fam ilies share an apartment. 

Solutions fo r the p roblems in 
this area cannot be expected imme
diately, he warns. "The si tuation is 
very complex. But it is not insolu
ble. There is roo m here fo r the 
community of fai th to touch and 
heal lives and spi rits that are now 
dangerously near to despair." 0 

Nancy E. Sartin, who recently seroed 
as a missionary in Taipei, Taiwan, is 
now editor of Miss ion Link at the 
General Board of Global Ministries in 
New York City. 
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CHRISTIANS 
IN 

CUBA 
P ulling into the town of 

Jaguey Grande, Cuba, at 
8:20 P.M., I hastily asked for 

directions to the Methodist Church. 
"The Catholic Church?" bystanders 
responded. I quickly said no, 
thanked them, and moved on, try
ing not to be late for the 8:30 week
night service. After wandering to 
the right street, I asked for direc
tions again. "Oh, where the 
Methodists meet," a neighbor 
answered, pointing to a house 
nearby. My wife Diana and I 
knocked on the door and were 
received by a brother. " Are you the 
foreigners who are the special 
guests tonight?" he asked. We nod
ded, surprised about the special 
treatment. The owner of the house 
proceeded to invite us in, telling us 
how worried he had been and ask
ing if we had gotten lost. 

By this time it was 8:35 P.M. 
and a song leader was stalling the 
congregation in expectation of our 
arrival. The owner introduced us 
to the minister, the Rev. Manuel 
Sevila. The pastor explained the 
order of worship and, on the spot, 
asked if ei ther Diana or I would 
give the message. As we came up 
with a sermon, we could hear the 
music coming from the back of the 
house. Rev. Sevila then led us out 

by Phil Wingeier-Rayo 
through the kitchen to the back
yard. Benches had been set up on 
the cement porch and continued 
down onto the grass . Lights had 
been set up with extension cords 
overhead. Now the voices were 
booming. Nearly a hundred peo
ple were packed into that back
yard . The so ng lead er kept the 
tempo moving with one chorus 
after another. One could feel the 
joy bursting out under the open 
sky in Jaguey Grande, Cuba, as 
brothers and sis ters met in a pri
vate ho me on a Wednesday 
evening to worship Christ. 

Are there s till Christians in 
Cuba? Does the socialist govern
ment in Cuba permit religious 
worship? The answer to both of 
these questions is a resounding 
yes! U.S. missionaries and most 
pastors left Cuba in the early 
1960s, believing that there was no 
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future for the church in a socialist 
society. Most members of the 
churches either abandoned their 
faith or fled the country. Yet, 
although it is true that Cuban 
Christians experienced pressures 
to leave the church, a small rem
nant remained faithful and kept 
the churches open. The same 108 
Methodist church buildings that 
the mi ss ionaries left in 1959 are 
open and functioning today. 
Young people were called to the 
pulpits without having had any 
previous experience or training. 
Their witness allowed a handful of 
Christians to keep the churches 
open. 

Today these same 108 church 
buildings are insufficient to 
accommodate the demand upon 
the church. While five years ago 
pastors struggled to maintain con
gregations of 20 members, today 
tho se sa me sa nctuaries are 
packed, with standing room only 
for latecomers. In addition, the 
churches are opening missions in 
neighborhoods and towns where 
there have never been church 
activities before. Jaguey Grande is 
one such mission that has now 
grown into a fully chartered 
church-even without a church 
building to meet in. 
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Below: Wednesday night worship in the back
yard of a private home in ]aguey Grande, Cuba. 
Left: The ]aguey Grande backyard the next day. 
The hanging sign says "Pray without ceasing." 

Religious Freedom 
What has led to this turn

around? Christian leaders had a 
groundbreaking meeting with 
President Fidel Castro on April 2, 
1990. The Protestant leaders were 
able to state their opinions, criti
cizing the lack of religious free
d om and the discrimination 
against Christians, while pointing 
out the need to preach the Gospel 
through the use of the mass 
media. Voices also spoke out in 
favor of the social programs of the 
revolution that have raised the 
education level and the life 
expectancy of the Cuban people. 
This meeting was televised nation
ally and the results have been 
remarkable. "That was the happi
est day of my life," stated Naomi 
Corrin, a Christian pediatrician 
who works in Havana's best chil
dren's hospital. "Since that day I 
have felt that I am really free." 

The following year, in 1991, the 
Cuban Ecumenical Council of 
Churches submitted two propos
als to the Fourth Congress of the 
Communist Party. Among other 
requests, the Council of Churches 

asked that 
the state no 
longer be 
atheist, but 

secular instead. The October 1991 
Congress not only passed this res
olution but also voted to permit 
. Christians to join the Communist 
Party. Although most Christians 
are not interested in Party mem
bership, lifting this legal barrier 
has eliminated the pretext for dis
c rimi nation against Christians. 
The results of the Congress creat
ed a constitutional guarantee of 
equal rights and participation in 
society for Christians. 

Since these two historic events, 
the churches have begun to swell. 
"People did not lose their faith; 
they just were not able to publicly 
express it," said one Communist 
Party member who is now visit
ing a church. Besides refilling 
their 108 existing sanctuaries, 
Methodist Christians are now 
opening new churches in new 
places. The house church at 
Jaguey Grande is one. 

Cuban Church Growth 
At the present the Methodist 

Church in Cuba is three times the 
size of the church in the 1950s. 
Some of the growth comes from 

longtime Christians who are 
returning to their faith . However, 
the overwhelming majority of 
new members are young people, 
ages 16 to 25, who have never 
attended church. They are the 
generation who have been taught 
in atheist schools . 

The fall of socialism in Eastern 
Europe, the ensuing economic cri
sis, and the uncertainty of the 
future have led young people to 
look for a new foundation for their 
lives. In all societies, many youth 
are trying drugs and sex to try to 
gain acceptance. But in Cuba, 
many youth are trying religion, 
and they like it. 

One Methodist Church in the 
Havana barrio of Marianao has a 
youth group that is 150 strong. 
Pastor Emilio Gonzalez, who is 
nearing retirement, admits to 
being pushed by the constant 
demand for membership and pre
membership classes . "The youth 
are still asking for more activi
ties," he says . Worship services 
are held four nights a week, with 
services for prayer and fast ing 
during the day. "This is what we 
have been praying for, " affirms 
the Rev. Rinaldo Hernandez, pas
tor of the downtown Vedado 
Methodist Church in Havana . 
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"This is a very critical moment 
for the church," agrees Rita Oliva, 
who heads the Cuban Ecumenical 
Council. "We must decide what 
kind of message we will preach to 
all the new members." With all the 
difficulties created by the current 
shortages, the message taught by 
the church is hope. It is a chal
lenge for the Cuban church to stay 
a step ahead of this movement of 
recent converts. Outside support 
has allowed greater opportunities 
for theological training for its pas
tors and for study materials to 
adequately orient these new 
Christians. "The educational level 
of our pastors could be better," 
admitted the Rev. Humberto 
Fuentes, professor at the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary. 
Currently the Methodist Church 
in Cuba has eight students in the 
seminary and 15 on the waiting 
list. One layperson said: "I want to 
prepare myself to be a leader, but 
the materials are not available." 
He was trying to send away to a 
Christian radio station in 
California for literature. 

The church in Cuba is not only 
alive but growing and exuberant 
with excitement to serve God. As 
the church in Jaguey Grande illus
trates, congregations are corning 
into existence even before worship 
facilities and study materials are 
available. These inconveniences 
do not seem to discourage eager 
young Cuban Christians, though. 
They join the church to find faith 
to face the future. 0 

Phil Wingeier-Rayo is a United 
Methodist missionary who has worked 
with the Church in Cuba since 1991 . 
He, his wife Diana, and their two chil
dren have lived in Cuba since 1992, 
after the Cuban congress lifted legal 
barriers against Christians. 

"A More Appropriate 
Response to Cuba's History" 
by Paul Jeffrey 

The Cuban Revolution took 
power in 1959, several years 
before Vatican II opened up the 
Roman Catholic Church to the 
world in which it ministered. The 
Catholic Church in Cuba, closely 
identified with the old ruling elite 
and with a majority of priests 
from Franco's Spain, quickly 
entered into the confrontation 
with the revolutionaries. The 
antagonism hit a low point in 
1961, when three priests partici
pated in the CIA-sponsored inva
sion of the Bay of Pigs. 

In the wake of the invasion, with 
antireligious sentiment running 
high, many pastors and priests 
were forced to participate in work 
brigades with people whom the 
revolutionaries considered social 
outcasts or ideologically suspect. 
Among them was a young man 
named Joel Ajo. Today Ajo is the 
Methodist bishop of Cuba. 
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Long the 
head of the 
C u b a n 
Communist 
Party's 

Office of Religious Affairs, Jose 
Felipe Carneado told me in an 
interview shortly before his death 
this year that the brigades were 
"one of the many errors we com
mitted at the start of the revolu
tion." Although the brigades were 
stopped after two years, other 
forms of discrimination continued. 
Persons professing religious faith 
were regularly passed over for 
promotion and were prohibited 
from studying for certain careers, 
such as psychology and journal
ism. Churches were forbidd~n to 
hold meetings outside their olficial 
buildings. Believers were forbid
den to belong to the ruling 
Communist Party. 

After those difficult early years, 
relations between the churches and 
the state improved slowly. In the 
1980s, President Fidel Castro's 
encounters with Christian revolu
tionaries in other Latin American 
countries-along with the visit to 
Cuba of the Rev. Jesse Jackson and 
the best-selling book, Fidel and 
Religion-signaled a steadily 
improving climate for Cuban 
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Cubans may now 
worship openly and 
freely, with drums 
and tambourines. 

churches, especially 
for Protestants. 

In 1990, Castro 
held a three-hour 
meeting with Cuban 
Protestant leaders, during which 
he acknowledged that discrimina
tion against Christians was wrong. 
He said many Christians had paid 
for the actions of the few who had 
worked to overthrow the revolu
tionary government. A new style 
of church-state relationship 
emerged from the encounter. 

When the Communist Party 
held its Fourth Congress in 1991, 
delegates voted to end the practice 
of asking suspected militants if 
they held religious beliefs. This 
change was greeted with cautious 
support from Cuban church lead
ers. The Catholic bishops said that 
Catholics, "exercising their free
dom and rights as individuals," 
could belong to the Party "only 
when this is not in detriment to 
their conscience or Christian iden
tity." The Methodist Church in 
Cuba took a similar position, 
declaring in a 1992 document that 
believers could join the Party only 
after "reflecting from the perspec
tive of their faith, because it would 
not be obedience to God to act 
against their own conscience if 

their concept of life ... was altered, 
violated, or compromised." 

Many Christians say belonging 
to the Communist Party during 
the hard times Cuba is currently 
experiencing would only mean 
more work, more sacrifice, and 
many more meetings. Jacobo 
Guiribitrey, a writer for the 
Cuban Ecumenical Council, says: 
"To be a card-carrying member of 
the Party doesn't give the power 
and prestige it once did." Even so, 
Guiribitrey, who wasn't allowed 
to study journalism in Cuban uni
versities because he was a 
Christian, claims the Party deci
sion is an important victory. 

Methodist Bishop Ajo agrees. 
"The decision," he says, "is a 
"recognition of many believers 
who have done so much over the 
years, staying faithful to the revo
lution despite rejection from both 
the revolution and the church." 

Most church leaders in Cuba 
feel the official opening to religion 
took place independently of the 
crisis in world socialism and 
would have happened regardless 

of events in the former Soviet 
Union. "The visit of Jesse Jackson 
and the book of interviews with 
Fidel Castro on religion came long 
before perestroika," states Rita 
Oliva, a Methodist who serves as 
executive secretary of the Cuban 
Ecumenical Council. 

Gabriel Coderch, a pro-revolu
tionary Catholic in Havana, says 
events in the former Soviet Union 
haven't hurt. He argues that offi
cial atheism was "an extrapolation 
of the Soviet experience into our 
Cuban reality. It was one of the 
biggest errors of the revolution; 
the result was a disaster." He 
observes that the "Soviet manuals 
of Marxism are on their way out 
now, and we're moving toward a 
more appropriate response to 
Cuba's particular history and 
problems." 

The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a United 
Methodist missionary whose assign
ment includes writing about the 
church's involvement in Latin 
America. In 1994, he and his family 
will move to Guatemala. 
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Planting a Little Seed: C 

It's like planting a little seed and nurturing it with a little bit of water, a little bit of 

caring, and seeing how that plant will grow out of its own seed. Nora Boots 
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t Community-Based Health Care 
I caught up with Nora Boots 

between meetings and packing, 
shortly before she left New 

York with her husband, Wilson T. 
Boots, to begin missionary work in 
Latin America. It has been a long 
time for Nora and Wilson since 
the days when they were mission
aries working with youth in 
Cordoba, Argentina, in the early 
1960s. For the past 17 years, Nora 
has served as the Assistant 
General Secretary for Latin 
America and the Caribbean in the 
World Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. The 
first question to Nora that uncere
moni ou sly jumped out of my 
mouth was: "Why are you doing 
this?" 

"Well, its about time to do 
grassroots ministry," she gracious
ly replied. "There have been so 
many years of doing administra
tive work and programs out of the 
Board. I just feel compelled to do 
grassroots ministries." Her eyes 
danced and she leaned forward as 
she said "compelled." As we 
talked, I began to feel the intensity 
of excitement within her as she 
anticipated her new mission 
assignment. This was not the 
naive kind of expectation often 
experienced by people going into 
mission. It was a deep and secure 
joy in knowing that so many years 
of experience in the church's glob
al mission efforts could now be 
put to use right back where it all 
started, at the grassroots level. 
Now she would once again serve 
face to face the people she had 
been serving indirectly for almost 
two decades through the pro
grams and missionaries of the 
GBGM's World Division. 

While Nora and Wilson Boots 
will be based in Bolivia for their 
missionary assignment, their 
responsibilities will take them to 

An interview with 
Nora Boots 

by Christie R. House 

communities in both Central and 
South America. "We will be all 
over the place" is how Nora 
describes it. From 1964 to 1971, 
after their term of service in 
Argentina, Nora and Wilson 
served on the faculty of the mis
sionary orientation center at Stony 
Point, New York. There they were 
responsible for training missionar
ies for overseas service. Nora then 
began work for the General Board 
of Global Ministries . Wilson has 
served as a pastor in Manhattan, 
as a district superintendent, and 
most recently as Council Director 
for the New York Conference. He 
will now be the Coordinator for 
the South American region of the 
decentralized theological educa
tion related to the Seminary 
Biblico Latino Americano in Costa 
Rica. Wilson also will be working 
in the church renewal programs of 
CIEMAL, the Council of Evangel
ical Methodist Churches in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

Community-Based Health Care 
Nora Boots' primary assign

ment will be with community
based health ministries. This is a 
program coordinated between the 
GBGM's Health and Welfare 
Program Department, the World 
Division, and CIEMAL, with sup
port also corning from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). "I was challenged by 
Dr. Mabelle Arnie's program in 
Jamkhed, India," she told me. 
Nora had visited the Jamkhed 

project, leaving India deeply 
impressed and firmly convinced 
that a similar project could take 
root in Latin America. 

Dr. Mabelle Arole and her hus
band Raj started the Comprehen
sive Rural Health Project in 
Jamkhed, western India, in 1970 
(see New World Outlook, Jan.-Feb. 
1992). In this program, the people 
themselves decide what services 
the community needs in order to 
improve its health and quality of 
life. Village people are trained as 
health-care workers and taught to 
use and develop their own 
resources in order to aid their own 
people. Nora was impressed by 
the way the program empowered 
people to use their own human 
and environmental resources . 
"They themselves begin to see 
their potential and their resources 
grow," she explained. "They begin 
to improve their life condition-to 
prevent illness, clean up their 
environment, create sources of 
food production and clean water, 
and even improve their housing." 

Two aspects of the work she 
observed in India stood out in her 
mind. One was the way in which 
children were trained to deal with 
the circumstances of their lives . 
Older children must care for 
younger children while their par
ents work in the fields. Yet a sim
ple case of diarrhea can quickly 
lead to dehydration and death for 
young children. So health workers 
of the village train older children 
to prepare the oral-rehydration 
solutions and to care for simple 
cuts, insect and snake bites, and 
injuries . They also alert the chil
dren about when they need to run 
to get an adult for help. In the 
evenings, the older children are 
taught to read and write. " If, from 
the beginning, you train children 
to be responsible and resourceful, 
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then they know what to do rather 
than just panic," Nora explained. 

Another aspect of the Jamkhed 
project that impressed Nora was 
the cottage industry for making 
artificial limbs. Illiterate men who 
were recruited from Jamkhed and 
trained by Dr. Arole have become 
masters at rehabilitation craft 
work. In this part of India there 
are many amputees. Before com
munity-based health care, a cut on 
the foot or a snake bite could easi-
1 y become infected and develop 
into gangrene . Artificial limbs, 
made at very low cost, were meet
ing a tremendous need, especially 
among farmers who had to have 
sound legs to work in the fields. 
Nora recalled how the Gospel had 
come to life for them: "The joy of 
seeing people put on these 
legs .. .it's like Lazarus standing up 
from the dead! Jesus said: 'Get up 
and walk. ' That's what we saw." 

Nora explained that communi
ty-based health care would benefit 
people of all faiths. In India, 
Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims 
all benefit. Still, the basic premise 
undergirding the work is directly 
out of Jesus' teachings in the New 
Testament. To teach people to 
read is to give them their sight. 
"For people who cannot read, it is 
like being blind," said Nora. 

When I spoke with Nora, she 
had just recently returned from a 
trip to Guatemala. "Latin America 
is ripe for this kind of work," she 
noted. "The indigenous, rural peo
ple are community-oriented 
already. We have found in Bolivia, 
as well as in Guatemala, that some 
communities are already working 
together in cooperatives. Even in 
those that are not, groups of maybe 
45 women work together weaving 
and sell their wares together." One 
point Nora was adamant about: "I 
do not go at all for separation. You 
must gain the support of the men in 
the community, even if only a few 
are left, or the community will not 
follow. We must work together 
with the men, women, and children 
or we will not go anywhere." 

Top: Dr. Maybelle Arole passes 
the " lamp of knowledge" to 
Nora Boots. Above: A master 
craftsman fits a new leg for an 
amputee in India . 

My next question was how 
Nora would begin this work. 
Would she go directly into the 
communities? Would she have a 
team? "There must be very little 
interference from the outside, just 
resourcing. You find the heads of 
the community, the most influen
tial people. If they see that what
ever you are talking to them about 
has some value, they will adapt it 
and work with it. The idea is to go 
to a community and basically 
work with the natural leadership, 
to organize that group of people 
already there. That is your team. 
Once you train them, they them
selves determine what they need. 
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Basically, my responsibility will be 
to go in with the leadership th<!t is 
already in place, sort out what 
communities might be ready for 
this approach, and see if we can 
work out a model in each of the 
countries we will be visiting. I will 
not rush into it myself. I will work 
through Methodist and ecumeni
ca I church leaders in Latin 
America. If I go to Guatemala, I 
will contact the leadership in the 
base communities they already 
have and learn the contexts of the 
community, learn from them." 

A community-based approach 
to health care has a multiplying 
effect. In India, with only Mabelle 
and Raj Arole as initial outside 
trainers, the program has reached 
400,000 people. People who partic
ipate in the program learn the 
basic support systems and begin 
to train others in their village . 
Some move on to the next commu
nity. They live with the people, 
gain their confidence, and begin to 
train health workers there. The 
program may work differently in 
each community as each commu
nity assesses its own needs. High 
technology is not introduced into 
the communities-only methods 
which the people themselves can 
maintain. "There is minimum 
influence from outside," Nora 
explained to me. "There is just 
seed money, so people can devel
op their own basic support sys
tems. It's like planting a little seed 
and nurturing it with a little bit of 
water, a little bit of caring, and 
seeing how that plant will grow 
out of its own seed." 

It doesn't cost a lot to train peo
ple. What it takes, according to 
Nora Boots, is a little bit of love 
and commitment and a great 
desire to help human beings. 
"Wouldn't you get excited about 
that?" Nora asked me. 

Yes. May God's peace and 
blessings go with Nora and 
Wilson Boots. 0 

Christie House is Associate Editor of 
New World Outlook. 
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SEEING MYSELF IN THE 
EYES OF THE POOREST CHILD 
FLOR RODRIGUEZ, LA TIN AMERICAN MISSIONARY 

W 
hen she was assigned to 
the Mapuche circuit in 
southern Chile, Flor 

Rodriguez became famous for 
making pastoral visits on horse
back. And when she couldn't get a 
horse, she would hike the trails, 
slipping down the hills in the 
mud, fording streams and rivers 
with her shoes in one hand, her 
Bible in the other. Then, tired but 
cheerful, she would settle by the 
fire and drink mate tea with the 
indigenous Mapuche people. She 

by Starr Bowen 
would tell Bible stories and listen 
to stories the Mapuches told. 
"Stories, traditions, and mate were 
all mixed up together while chick
ens and cats roamed around us," 
she said. "I never felt so much a 
Chilean at heart as when drinking 
mate around the fire." 

The 1960s were one of the rich
est periods of Methodist mission 
in Chile. The Chilean church was 
becoming autonomous, reaching 
out where missionaries from the 
United States and Europe couldn't 

go. Rodriguez ministered in a 
nine-point circuit near Nueva 
Imperial, not far from Temuco. 

The parish that Rodriguez was 
patiently evangelizing three 
decades ago is now The Mapuche 
Church. While related to the 
Methodist Church of Chile, it also 
preserves important aspects of 
indigenous culture and tradition. 

Since Flor Rodriguez was one 
of the first Chilean women to 
serve the indigenous mission 
within her own country, she is 
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well chosen as the fir s t female 
miss ionary from Chile appointed 
to serve the global parish . In 
Ma rc h 1992, she was commis
sioned by the General Conference 
of the Methodist Church of Chile 
as a missionary to Ecuador. 

Journey of a Church 
Rodriguez' commissioning was 

a high point in the life of the 
Chilean church. Until 1969, it had 
depended largely on mission per
sonnel from the United States . 
Now the autonomous church is 
proud to provide persons in mis
sion for other partner churches. 
While Flor Rodriguez' salary in 
Ecuador is met through support 
from the General Board of Global 
Ministries, this is a new era in the 
development of the Methodist 
Church of Chile. The same General 
Conference that commis
sioned Rodriguez also 
approved two other Chilean 
pastors for work in mission 
outside the country. 

Meanwhile, mission 
work within Chile contin
ues, through numerous 
programs of education, 
social service, and indige
nou s community min
istries. Fortunately, human 
rights issues, which so 
occupied the church during 
the 17 years of military dic
ta torship, have found 
advocates within the new 
democratic process. 

Now the church can 
reach out progressively to 
address other needs and 

thousands of indigenous people 
to make way for a series of hydro
e I ec tri c power plants that will 
flood their traditional homelands. 

But while there are many needs 
to be met at home, Rodriguez' 
appointment to Ecuador shows 
how Chilean Methodism contin
ues to emphasize cooperative rela
tions. Chilean Bishop Emeritus 
Isaias Gutierrez, current president 
of the Latin American Council of 
Methodist Churches, has long 
been active in promoting Latin 
American Methodist cooperation 
across national boundaries. He 
and Bishop Helmut Gnadt (of the 
Methodist Church of Chile) were 
quick to realize the importance of 
the request for an experienced 
Latin American pastor to work in 
church development in Ecuador. 

It is a considerable advantage 

language, understands rural 
poverty, and is equipped in the 
religious traditions of Latin 
American evangelical Christianity. 
It takes years for a First World mis
sionary to acquire such experience. 

Preparing for Mission 
Rodriguez represents a grow

ing missiological trend to enable 
persons in mission to serve within 
their own or a similar culture. She 
also shows how countries that 
once merely received missionaries 
now have important human 
resources and experience to share 
in the evangelization of the world 
parish. A person like Rodriguez 
may often be a better choice than a 
U.S.-trained missionary for certain 
types of assignments. 

Flor Rodriguez is the daughter 
of a domestic cook who suffered 

from alcoholism . Flor 
never knew her father. Her 
mother instilled in her the 
dignity of work and the 
belief that begging was no 
answer to life's demands. 
Looking for work at the 
age of 11, Flor went with 
her mother and sister to 
Concepcion. There, her 
mother was offered a job in 
the University Hostel of 
the Methodist Church. Flor 
became active in the 
Sunday school of the First 
Methodist Church. Her 
winning smile and willing
ness to learn helped her to 
find her place among chil
dren who were far better 
off financially than she. 

Flor Rodriguez at the 1993 Latin America Women's 
Working Conference in Quito, Ecuador. The GBGM 
Women's Division is sponsoring seven conferences around 
the world through 1995 to commemorate tlze centennial of 
United Methodist Women in miss ion. 

other neglected concerns. 
Awaiting attention are 
housing problems, health
care needs, unemploy
ment, ma ss ive cutting of 
forests, and overexploita
tion of fi shing grounds. A 
neoliberal economic phi
losophy has been unleashed with
out due regard for the more than 
5 mi llion Chileans who live in 
poverty. Also waiting for the 
church' s respon se is a crucial 
government decision to resettle 

Unfortunately, Flor's 
mother's condition wors
ened, making it difficult 
for her to hold a job. Even 
while moving from house 
to house, Flor learned the 
importance of family soli-
darity and a sense of com

passion for people less fortunate . 
She kept going to church. Then, 
at the age of 13, she went to live 
and work in the parsonage with 
missionaries Raymond and 
Dorothy Valenzuela. 

when people from South America 
can be active in mission on their 
own continent. While it costs less 
than sending "First World" mis
sionaries, the real advantage is 
cultural. Rodriguez knows the 
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This relationship plus her quick 
intelligence enabled Flor to study 
in several Methodist schools 
under scholarship. When she fin
ished high school, she already had 
experience in educational work 
with underprivileged children at 
the Sweet Institute in Santiago. 
This led her toward a full-time 
Christian vocation. 

She enrolled in the School for 
Christian Workers in Santiago. 
There, Flor Rodriguez was able to 
overcome the conflict between 
work and study that so often frus
trates Latin American youth. She 
finished her degree. But during 
this period of alternating work 
and study, she gained invaluable 
experience working with children 
of the poor and with rural and 
indigenous families. At one point 
she had to be hospitalized for two 
months because of a chronic 
pulmonary infection that 
nearly took her life. 

When she graduated, 
Flor'Rodriguez was appoint
ed as Assistant to the 
Minister at First Methodist 
Concepcion. She was very 
pleased to return in ministry 
to the church that had nour
ished her. 

Active Ministry 
In 1964 she was awarded 

a scholarship to attend the 
first international course in 
literacy and community 
development (ALFALIT) in 
Costa Rica. After three 
months' study, she went to 
Nicaragua for practical 
training. Then returning to 
Chile, she put her skills to 
work, continuing her min
istry with the rural poor and 
indigenous families. 

Later, in 1972, she also 
participated in an adult-liter
acy training course spon
sored by UNESCO in 
Patzcuaro, Mexico. This was 
followed by a three-month 
practical training period in 
Chiapas, on the Mexico
Guatemala border. In 1976, she 

attended Scarritt College in 
Nashville on a scholarship from 
Scarritt made possible by the 
Women's Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

Flor Rodriguez was ordained as 
a pastor with special education 
skills. She was appointed to the 
church of Huequen (near Angol), 
where she directed her own edu
cational program for poor chil
dren. "Every time I helped a 
child," Rodriguez remembers, "I 
saw myself reflected in her. The 
world of poverty was the bond 
that united us. I saw myself in the 
eyes of the child." 

Following her ministry in 
Huequen, Rodriguez served eight 
years as pastor of the Ochagavia 
church in Santiago. "I went into an 
apathetic and cold church," she 
says, "with an academic pastoral 

This church in El Carmen, Ecuador, was 
built with the help of work teams from the 
United States. 

tradition and a rigid liturgy for
eign to the life of the community. 
Little by little, they got to know 

me, accepting changes I suggest
ed . I began a family fellow ship 
meal after church." 

"The church is not there just to 
give," she points out. "Even the 
most humble person should make 
a contribution. This dignifies the 
contributor as well as others. The 
church should not be paternalis
tic. We must teach adults that we 
can play and sing at any age. And 
we can share our food as a sym
bo I of a great family with the 
same Father." 

Rodriguez says that her mission 
work outside her own country 
must be seen as an extension of 
her pastoral service within it. It is 
not an individual enterprise but 
the work of the church in the 
world that she is privileged to 
share. "I am aware that a great 
responsibility has been placed 

upon me," she observes, 
"since I am the first woman 
to do this. I know I am 
breaking new ground, and if 
I do it well, I will make a 
road for others. I just hope to 
become an integral part of 
my new community (in 
Ecuador) and to put at its 
disposal the gifts that God 
has iven me." In Ecuador 
she is working with a pro
gram of the national church, 
the Women ' s Leadership 
Development Program. 

Flor Rodriguez is one of a 
new brand of missionaries to 
Latin America from Latin 
America. She goes where the 
Gospel of Jesus has still to be 
heard and heeded . And she 
goes smiling, telling the old 
old, story in a new-and 
perhaps a better-way. 0 

Dr. G. Starr Bo we n is a 
United Methodist missionary 
who serves as a teacher at the 
Evangelical Theological 
Community in Sant iago, 
Chile . He co-pasters two 

churches in Concepcion. Dr. Bowen 
and his family have also served in 
Ecuador and in Mexico. 
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For 
Father 
Joseph, 
MIA 

The creche is on the kitchen table. 
I poke through the straw 

for the well-seasoned saints 
who live up my stairs. 

Mary emerges, serene in her blue. 
Jesus extends his ever-longing arms. 

I brush the dust from Joseph ' s beard, 
and note new lines on his face. 

Too much heat in the attic? 
Too much moisture in the stall? 
I took his strength for granted; 

there are stress marks on his side. 
Is the strain in his eyes 

just the shadow from the hall? 
I arrange the scene in its biblical best; 

angels just imagined , 
shepherds none too clean. 

The wise men remain at a distance, 
keeping Epiphany clear. 
All present but Joseph. 

I'm reluctant to consign him 
to tradition's resigned role; 

standing shaggy behind Donkey, 
quite contented beside ow. 



I should put him in place, 
but I fear letting go. 

No rational reason accounts for my grasp 
on the faint painted form in my hand. 

Perhaps it's the season. 
In the time of Time 

for matters under heaven, 
our fathers are falling 

silent like snow. 
Madonna and son. 
Mother and child. 

I believe in a virgin, 
complete in herself. 

I've become far too catholic 
to keep her in closets. 

She's too fiercely female 
to confine to a shelf. 

But I miss the missing father 
on the Christmas stamp this year . 

And in the long-held silence that follows, 
"Let us pray." 

"Abba?" 
"Abba?" 

I hear a child say . 

The Nativ ity, Fra Filippo Lippi and 
assistant, c. 1445. Samuel H. Kress 
Collection, ©1993, Nat ional Gallery 
of Art, Washington, D.C. 

Heather 
Murray 

Elkins 
(1992) 
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Mission Memo _____ _ 
UMCOR DISASTER RELIEF 

A devasting earthquake, measuring 6.4 on the 
Richter scale, struck central India on September 30, 
causing massive destruction and loss of life. 
Contributions may be made through the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to India 
Earthquake, Advance #229650-4. 

The Bishops' Appeal for victims of Midwest 
Flooding and Rain Damage continues. Gifts to sup
port this work may be sent to Advance #901690-5, 
Midwest Flood Recovery Efforts. Building supplies 
and volunteers are also needed. 

CONNECTIONAL CHURCH TURNABOUTS 
In August, while Kansas was suffering severe 

floods, Bishop Fritz Mutti of Topeka took a team of 
volunteers to Los Angeles for a week's work repair
ing a United Methodist-related neighborhood center. 
The Kansans were honoring an earlier promise to 
help in United Methodism's Communities of Shalom 
program. One Kansas pastor said: "We are an inter
national church ... one body. We are responding to the 
bishops' appeal to help." Noting the new appeal for 
Midwest Flood Relief, he added: "Perhaps some of 
you will come out to help us." 

One such turnabout took place in August, a year 
after Hurricane Andrew hit Florida, when a work 
team from Cutler Ridge United Methodist Church 
left the Miami area to work in Iowa flood relief as a 
part of the Floridians' thank you to the Midwest. 
Another made news in September when Indiana 
United Methodist farmers sent truckloads of hay to 
drought-stricken South Carolina. The story started in 
1987, when South Carolina farmers sent thousands of 
hay bales to Clark County, Indiana, to keep hungry 
cattle alive. The idea to reciprocate this aid came 
from Martha King of New Chapel United Methodist 
Church in Jeffersonville, IN. Farmers estimate that a 
truckload of hay will feed 50 head of cattle for a 
month. "You're saving a farm per truck," said King's 
pastor, the Rev. Doug Sanders. When Ned McGill 
saw the first hay truck pull in to his South Carolina 
farm, "he just sat down and cried," a local pastor said. 

Other linkages exist between U.S. and Russian 
churches. United Methodists from Oklahoma and 
grass-roots citizens of four Russian cities are working 
cooperatively to establish churches in the former 
Communist nation. Each new Russian church will be 
paired with a United Methodist congregation in 
Oklahoma. The Rev. Bob Pierson of Tulsa said the 
Oklahoma conference had received "tremendous 
help" from the General Board of Global Ministries. 

In 1990, Louisiana United Methodists established 
a church in Ekaterinburg that now has a congrega
tion of more than 1000. Ironically, the truth of the 
Gospel is now preached in a building that was for
merly the Communist Propaganda Center! 

PLAN FOR HISPANIC MINISTRIES 
Lay missionaries trained to do front-line ministries 

will be a key component of the UMC's National Plan 
for Hispanic Ministries. A churchwide committee, led 
by Biship Joel Martinez of Lincoln, Nebraska, is 
implementing goals set by General Conference for 
this quadrennium, including 3000 new outreach min
istries, 1000 new faith communities, 100 new and 100 
revitalized Hispanic churches, and 2000 lay mission
ers, to be trained by newly commissioned missionar
ies. A National Office has been set up at the General 
Board of Global Ministries with Jose Palos as coordi
nator. A General Advance Special, the National 
Hispanic Ministries Challenge Fund (#982620-1), will 
support projects on a matching grant basis. Hispanics 
are projected to be 25 percent of the U.S. population 
by 2010. "The church will be blessed," says Bishop 
Martinez, "by the diversity of [Hispanic] peoples' 
lives, histories, and contributions." 

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES 
A UM task force overseeing a comprehensive plan 

for Native American ministries, chaired by the Rev. 
Sam Wynn of Fayetteville, N.C., outlined its goals for 
the next three years at an organizational meeting in 
Syracuse, NY, in August. Goals for Native American 
ministry include new and revitalized rural congrega
tions, dialogue with adherents of traditional Native 
American spirituality, adequate compensation for 
pastors, funding for summer interns and seminary 
students, opportunities for leadership development, 
and establishment of a Native American agency in 
each U.S. jurisdiction. The plan carries a $1.02 mil
lion budget figure for 1993-96, but contributions are 
lagging. The task force projected that only about 
$150,000 a year will actually be available for new ini
tiatives. "It is frustrating," Wynn said, "when you 
have a vision but have to use your energies scraping 
for money." 

DEATHS Ronald Maitland, who served as a mission
ary in Bolivia, 1951-1955, died February 19, 
1993 ... Walter Erbele, retired missionary who served in 
Nigeria for 30 years, died June 2, 1993, at the age of 
83 ... Aileen Mabel Mitchell died on July 29, 1993, at the 
age of 72. She served in Malaysia and Pakistan for 28 
years ... Marguerite Twinem, retired missionary who 
served in China for 26 years, died on August 4, 1993, 
at the age of 87 .. Mildred Jeannette Hewes, retired dea
coness with 41 years of service, died on August 11, 
1993 ... Eunice Stockton, who served as a home mission
ary and later as a deaconess for 29 years, died on 
August 12, 1993 ... Mabel P. Michel served as a mission
ary in Mozambique for 44 years before retiring. She 
died September 20, 1993, at the age of 83. 0 
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VIEWPOINT 

World Parish on the Move 

I
n the wake of visits to a sub
merged and devastated 
Midwest, President Clinton 
floated a proposal to deal with 

another "flood" -a rising tide of 
immigration into the United 
States. Mindful of the deluge of 
political asylum-seekers and the 
human-flesh merchants who 
smuggle undocumented aliens 
into the country, the President 
said: "We must not-and we will 
not-surrender our borders to 
those who wish to exploit our his
tory of compassion and justice." 

A presidential advisor worried: 
"There is a fear that unless the 
administration gets out in front, 
you'll see a violent reaction 
against immigration." 

The fear is well-founded . 
Immigration officials estimate that 
between 50,000 and 80,000 
Chinese are successfully smuggled 
into the United States each year. 
At the same time, hate crimes tar
geted at persons of Asian heritage 
are up by 62 percent over 1992. 

An estimated 3 million immi
grants live in the United States 
illegally. More than a million per
sons seeking illegal entry are 
stopped at the border each year, 
but some 300,000 slip by border 
agents. Half of the asylum-seek
ers never report or show up for 
scheduled formal hearings, but 
few are deported once they have 
taken the plunge into the U.S. 
melting pot. Last year's 38,000 
deportations was a record high. 

Such numbers help to explain 
some expressed attitudes. A recent 
Roper Organization survey found 
that 54 percent of Americans think 
that too many immigrants are 
allowed to enter the United States. 
National Review magazine com
plained that policies which magnify 
the numbers of immigrants coming 
from Third World countries ask 
Americans of Anglo-European 
descent "to abandon the bonds of a 
common ethnicity." 

In an age of instant communi
cation and ever faster travel, 

Dr. Randolph Nugent 
national and economic boundaries 
have blurred as geographic dis
tance has diminished. Global cor
porations respect no boundaries in 
their quest for effectiveness and 
profit. Similarly, people all over 
the world refuse to be deterred by 
boundaries in their determination 
to better and enrich their lives. 

The boundaries encountered by 
people on the move today are 
more political and preferential 
than spatial and geographic. 
Immigration policies still reflect a 
Cold War orientation. Most of the 
130,000 refugees resettled annual
ly in the United States come from 
the former Soviet Union and 
from Vietnam. Forty percent are 
Russian Jews, even though politi
cal persecution based on religion 
is no longer a valid claim. 

This year, by July 4, 1131 
Cubans had reached the Florida 
shore aboard inner tubes or rafts. 
In contrast to other desperate boat 
people, Cuban refugees are wel
comed immediately and perma
nently under a 1966 law passed by 
Congress. 

Admittedly, the implications 
for immigration policy are com
plex. However, our immediate 
and pressing concern is the impli
cations for miss ion evangelism. 
People on the move require a 
revised interpretation both of the 
Great Commission and of our 
great United Methodist heritage. 

The Great Commission man
date to "go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations" must be 
followed in a new context: People 
of all nations are coming to us. 
John Wesley's vision of "all the 
world" as his parish must be 
applied to the flock of worldwide 
parishioners present in the United 
States and still arriving, with or 
without legal sanction. The mis
sion evangelism challenge is par
ti cu la r l y critical when the new 
arrivals represent cultures and 
religious beliefs that differ from 
those which have been dominant 
in the West. 

Our starting point for mission 
evangelism is less a matter of 
strategy than it is of empathy. Our 
initial evangelistic motivation 
must be compassion rather than 
proselytization. Mission evange
lism begins with our being present 
in shared solidarity with the suf
fering and sorrow experienced by 
so many people on the move who 
are drawn to our shores. 

Mission evangelism in this con
text requires our making disciples 
by being disciples o f the One 
whose er ss represents the pur
chase price of all human flesh
the One whose words echo in wel
come to all people on the move: 
"Come to me, all you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy bur
dens." (Matthew 11:28a) 

In a social climate and political 
context where official immigration 
policy reflects a restrictive revision 
of the Statue of Liberty's invitation 
expressed in Emma Lazarus' poem, 
"The New Colossus" -"Give me 
your tired, your poor, your hud
dled masses yearning to breathe 
free"-our mi ssion evangelism 
response must be the actual living 
of another song we love to sing: 
"Kum ba yah" [come by here]. 

To all people on the move and 
all new arrivals, whoever they are 
and however they have come, we 
offer the unrestricted welcome: 
"In the name of our Lord and for 
His sake, come by here." 0 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Holiday Books for Holiday Reading 

Christmas books selected and purchased with a particular child or family gift in mind provide lasting plea
sure. Unpacking the Christmas decorations in a household can include the annual discovery of favorite holiday 
books. The phrase "a book is a gift you can open again and again" is a familiar phrase these days. A small family 
Christmas book collection enriches the annual reopening of the boxes in which household Christmas treasures 
are stored. Perhaps a family will want to add one Christmas book each year. 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

Most families want to 
share the standard 
Christmas story in a high
ly visual format. The Story 
of Christmas, with pictures 
created by Jane Ray 
(Dutton Children's Books, 
New York, 1991. $15.95) is 
one of the most beautiful 
renderings of the tradi
tional tale of Jesus' birth. 

Ray uses words from 
the King James transla
tion of the Go s pels of 
Matthew and Luke in this 
32-page picture book for 
all ages. 

This Briti sh artist's 
luminous, full-color art
work combines Middle 
Eastern images of people, 
architecture, and land

scapes with unique contemporary details. Gilded 
s tars, suns, and moon decora te the skies, Mary's 
clothes, and also the garments of 
spectacular angels to whom Ray 
gives visual prominence. Panels 
showing a placid nursing infant 
Jesus and reverent stable animals 
sharply contrast in mood and 
color with those picturing King 
Herod's evil dispatch of three 
advisors. 

An abundance of details will 
capture the attention of children 
wanting to open thi s elegant 
book again and again. A Spanish
language edition of this stunning 
12" x 9" volume is also available. 

THE NATIVITY 

A wide range of Christmas 
books is available for children, 

some of them lighthearted in tone. The Nativity, illus
trated by Julie Vivas (Gulliver Books, Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, San Diego, New York, 1988. $13.95), is a 
very unusual, humorous version. 

Vivas establishes the tone and pace of The Nativity 
in the jacket art and on the title page. Make no mistake 
about it: This Mary is pregnant, and she'll need help 
from Joseph to get up onto that donkey. The full-color, 
32-page visual story begins in earnest when an angel 
with ragged wings and unlaced boots crashes into a 
tree when arriving to share food and news with a 
young woman who is obviously in material poverty. 
Two subsequent page spreads show Mary growing in 
physical size and Joseph in a dazed delight during this 
wondrous pregnancy. The infant Jesus is shown on 
one page without swaddling clothes, just as an inno
cent babe born of woman, and-in this version-a 
tired woman, at that! 

The artist's ingenious use of space and watercolor 
suggests the rural si mplicity of the shepherds, the 
relative youth of Mary, the difficult trip Joseph guid
ed to a truly crowded Bethlehem, and the wonder of 
all at the miracle of the birth. 

Adults are not ambivalent about this 1Ql/4"x 93/4" 
joyously illustrated accompaniment to the standard 
King James text. They are either completely captivat

ed or aggravated by the bouncy 
realism of this Australian artist. 
However, most chi ldren find 
thi award-winning fre h ver-
ion of the standard Chri tma 

story to be both engaging and 
miraculous. 

THE CAROLERS 

Georgia Guback combine the 
age-old Christma s tory with a 
wordles contemporary one in 
The Carolers (Greenwillow Book , 
New York, 1992. $14). A group of 
youn aroler bearing a tar 
ent r a picture que ilia e d o
rated with Chri tma Ii ht . 
When the caroler are out id a 
home, in in "O Little T n f 
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Bethlehem," the land
scape of Christmas 
Bethlehem can be seen 
near them. Simple nota
tion for the carol runs 
along the bottom of 
both pages of the two
page spread. 

The next double-page picture shows a family 
inside the same home decorating cookies amidst other 
holiday preparations. This family joins the carolers to 
sing "The First Noel" at the next house. Once again, 
readers (who by now may be singing too!) see both 
outside (the scene of an angel appearing to shep
herds) and inside (a family involved in holiday activ
ity). That family joins the carolers as well. 

Children can now see that a pattern has been estab
lished for the remainder of the 32-page book. At each 
stop the carolers make, another part of the Christmas 
story unfolds in a new carol, outdoor scene, and 
indoor scene of family life. The families shown 
include different races, ages, and ethnic groups. One 
coup-le seem to be grandparents, while another family 
consists of a woman and two children. Each family 
joins in the spontaneous outdoor community celebra
tion that ends at the village creche. The 32-page book 
concludes when all the carolers "look at" the reader 
and sing: "We Wish You a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!" 

Each of the six families pictured in The Carolers has 
visibly distinctive ways of preparing for and observ
ing Christmas. Some customs pictured are religious, 
some are ethnic, and some are secular-just as in 
most homes. "Reading" the detailed pictures as this 
cumulative story evolves invites singing along. And 
wondering who the original five caroling children 
might be invites imagination. 

Guback's fully original concept for this 10" square 
book was created with full-color art done in cut
paper collage. The Carolers makes a modest impres
sion initially, but it is an exciting and beautiful vol
ume that will be opened repeatedly in each 
Christmas season. 

THE HURON CAROL 

The carol beginning '"Twas in the moon of winter
time, when all the birds had fled" appears in The 
United Methodist Hymnal (#244). Four verses for this 
carol have been illustrated in full color by a 
Canadian artist, Frances Tyrrell, for a 32-page book 
entitled The Huron Carol (Dutton Children's Books, 
New York, 1990. $15). 

At the end of this lovely 81/2" x 11" book, 
one finds a page of explanation about the 
carol's composer, Father Jean de Brebeuf, a 
Jesuit missionary, and about Huron beliefs. 
Simple notation appears on another page, 
along with four verses in English, translated 
by J.E. Middleton. Two verses are printed in 
eighteenth-century French. One verse is 

printed in the "old Huron language." The Grand 
Chief of the Huron-Wendate Nation, Max Gros
Louis, is quoted as saying: "We are pleased that this 
book tells a part of our common history." 

Even so, purists concerning cultural authenticity 
may want to choose a different book, as will those 
for whom the evangelism methods used by early 
missionaries with the 
indigenous peoples living 
in North America causes 
concern. 

Finding These Books 
These and many other 

Christmas books can be 
located and examined in 
public libraries every
where . Or they can be 
requested through public 
library interloan. Book
stores usually can place a 
special order or "back 
order" for books . Such 
requests to public libraries 
and bookstores can often 
be made by phone. 

Using the Books 
It's important to create 

times when the family's Christmas books will be 
read. The above books are of interest to all ages, and 
they can bring together all generations, just as 
Christmas customs do. Make a time each day during 
Advent or on each Sunday of Advent to look at a 
Christmas book yourself, whether it is a library copy 
or one you've purchased. Give Christmas books as 
holiday gifts to others as well as to yourself. You'll 
open those gifts again and again! 

-Ginny Moore Krnse 

Ginny Moore Kruse is a children's literature specialist at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison . She is a member of 
the Calvary United Methodist Church (Madison) and of 
the Wisconsin Conference Board of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry. 
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est Africa: 
• 

by Joseph Wagner 

Imagine a classroom with no 
glass left in the rusty window 
frames, no electricity for lights, a 
worn and streaky chalkboard on 
one wall, and an assortment of 
broken desks and chairs. Picture a 
school library with not even one 
book on its hand-tooled wooden 
shelves . Imagine you are a 
teacher-that at the end of each 
day you must take your small 
piece of chalk to the office to be 
locked up until tomorrow's classes 
begin. Picture yourself as a stu
dent-one whose parents are so 
poor that they had to choose 
between buying you a pen and 
notebook or a pair of shoes, 
though you are the only child in 
the family privileged to attend 
school. These scenes were indeli
bly etched in my mind after my 
first visit to West African schools 
in 1987. 

Operation Classroom, which 
began in 1987, is a program whose 
goal is to upgrade secondary edu
cation in Liberia and Sierra Leone. 
It is a hands-on mission program 
based on a partnership between 
the World Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries, the 
Liberia and Sierra Leone Annual 
Conferences, the two Indiana 
Annual Conferences, and other 

Imagine a classroom 

with no window glass, 

no electricity, 

broken desks, and 

few if any textbooks. 

conferences, districts, and local 
churches in The United Methodist 
Church. (See Bishop Hodapp's 
article in New World Outlook, Jan.
Feb. 1993, 16-17.) 

There are 18 United Methodist 
secondary schools in Sierra Leone 
and four in Liberia . Indiana is 
related to six of the secondary 
schools in Sierra Leone and to all 
four in Liberia . Each district in 
Indiana is in partnership with a 
specific school and is responsible 
for helping to meet that school's 
needs. Each district has an 
Operation Classroom coordinator, 
most of whom are lay men and 
women. Persons from both the 
North and South Indiana 
Conferences make up the Area 
Committee, for which my wife 
Carolyn and I are co-coordinators 
and the only paid staff. As a result 
of our involvement in Operation 
Classroom, we have become 
United Methodist missionaries. 
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A typing class at Jaiama Secondary 
School, Jaiama, Sierra Leone. 

In both Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, The United Methodist 
Church is strong and is reaching 
out to the people. Historically, 
Methodism in Sierra Leone came 
from the roots of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. Liberia's 
Methodist heritage was the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Both 
countries are English-speaking. 
These West African conferences 
see their mission as threefold, call
ing for church growth, education, 
and medical clinics. They see each 
of these as an important means of 
mission evangelism and witness. 
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For many reasons, including 
weather and the worldwide reces
sion, the schools that had been 
founded-and that were progress
ing in their mission of educating 
West Africa's future leaders
began to need more and more 
assistance. Buildings were in need 
of repair. Supplies were scarce 
and expensive. Equipment had 
broken beyond repair. And there 
were few textbooks. In 1987, 
Operation Classroom began its 
response to these many needs. 

One way we upgrade sec
ondary education is by upgrading 

• 
• 

Picture a school 

library with 

not a single book 

on its hand-tooled 

wooden shelves. 

the school building, both through 
renovation and by building new 
structures. Some schools needed 
to have walls built around their 
property for security. At one 
school, the wind blew the roof off. 
In the rainy season this became a 
very serious problem. 

In the first three years of 
Operation Classroom, before the 
civil war in Liberia began in 
December 1989, more than 250 
people were sent from Indiana to 
West Africa on work teams. We 
also sent volunteer teachers from 
Indiana and from North Carolina, 
Colorado, and Kansas. 

Teacher Training 
There are very few teachers in 

these West African school systems 
who have college degrees. 
Therefore, part of the Operation 
Classroom program is to upgrade 
the teaching staff. We are sponsor
ing higher-education students in 

Sierra Leone and Liberia
enabling them to attend a local 
college where they can pursue a 
degree. We can send someone to 
college in Sierra Leone or Liberia 
for between $1200 and $1500 a 
year. We had five students going 
to college in Liberia before the war 
and are currently sponsoring six 
in Sierra Leone. 

We al so hold seminars for 
teachers. So far, we have held two 
science seminars in Sierra Leone, 
taught by professors from 
DePauw University and by two 
high school teachers from Ohio. 
The principals meet together and 
determine what subject areas are 
most in need of a seminar. Then 
the teachers of the chosen subject 
area determine the specific needs 
they have. The science teachers 
were asked: "What experiments 
do you want done? Where do you 
have the greatest needs?" Using 
this information, the volunteer 
teachers prepare for the seminar. 

Not only does Operation 
Classroom send the staff for the 
seminars, we also purchase and 
ship the necessary equipment. For 
last summer's seminar (1992), we 
had 45 science teachers from our 
schools in Sierra Leone meeting 
together for a two-week period . 
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Tile Rev. Joseph Wagner speaks to the 
Pos t-Gathering Mission Tour at the 

Lucille Raines Residence in Indianapolis, 
IN, on March 28, 1993. He adapted this 

article from his presentation. 

Out of the seminars, the science 
teachers formed UMAST-the 
United Methodist Association of 
Science Teachers. In Sierra Leone 
teachers-even in church-support
ed schools-are employees of the 
government. The country is very 
poor, and the government often 
doesn't have a great deal of money 
to work with. Consequently, 
salaries for teachers are often paid 
three to five months late. How do 
teachers live for four months with 
no salary? It is very difficult, espe
cially with an extended family 
system, with perhaps 12 or more 
people living in the same small 
hou se. There is encouragement 
now that there is a new govern
ment. Money appears to be man
aged better. As of this writing, the 
salaries are basically current. In 
Liberia, at the time of the coup in 
1980, all government aid to the 
church-related schools stopped. 

Scholarships and Supplies 
Financing the operation of the 

schools is a challenge in both 
countries. The secondary schools 
in Liberia charge tuition. In Sierra 
Leone, the students are required 
to pay a small school fee . Many 
parents do not have the funds to 
pa y the tuition or school fees . 
Thus each school has developed a 
policy by which students are eval
uated for scholarships. Operation 
Class room is providing over 
$20,000 each year for scholarships 
for needy students. 

Another way that Operation 
Classroom works to upgrade sec
ondary education is by providing 
supplies for the students. These 
supplies are put into cloth bags 
called YES kits , s tanding for 
"Youth Educational Supplies." A 
YES kit contains pens, pencils, 

;. no tebooks, a ruler, an era ser, a 
· pencil sharpener, a protractor, and 
a New Testament. 

We also provide supplies for 
the teachers. We often assemble 
the supplies in a cloth tote bag 
before sending them. This is 
known as an ET kit, standing for 
"Essentia ls for Teachers." Along 
with the same supplies the stu
dents receive in their YES kits, the 
teachers receive chalk, a chalk
board eraser, extra notebooks, red 
marking pens, a teacher ' s plan 
book, and a class record book. Can 
you imagine teaching a class of 50 
or more students without any 
textbooks or with only a few? 
Operation Classroom has been 
able to supply some of the needed 
texts. But often the teacher is 
reduced to writing the lesson on 
the chalkboard for the students to 
copy into their notebooks as they 
prepare for examinations. 

One of the goals of Operation 
Classroom has been to provide or 
improve a library for every school. 
Since 1987, we have sent reference 
books and classics, supplemental 
texts and sets of encyclopedias. 
Members of work teams with 
some expertise in library science 
helped to set up libraries in several 
of the schools. They trained West 
Africans to continue the work. 

Since 1987, we have sent more 
than half a million dollars worth 
of supplies-textbooks, note
books, pens, pencils, and paper, as 
well as manual typewriters and 
Gestetner mimeograph machines, 
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home economics and agricultural 
tools, paint for walls, musical 
instruments, calendars, clocks
just about anything a secondary 
school needs to provide a basic 
education . 

We are now in desperate need 
of manual typewriters. Over 100 
typewriters were carried away in 
the looting that took place during 
the civil war and through rebel 
activity. We also have a need for 
manual sewing machines, hand
operated or treadle, for our sewing 
classes. Can you imagine learning 
how to sew by having the various 
seams drawn on a chalkboard, 
with no follow-up experience on a 
sewing machine? We also gather 
carpentry supplies, sports equip
ment, band equipment, garden 
hoses, wheelbarrows, photocopy 
paper, and mimeograph paper. 

Operation Classroom is a 
hands-on program. It is a way to 
help local church members do 
something besides just reaching 
into their pockets for money. 
Many people prefer to purchase 
paper and pens, put them into a 
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Above: Packing up supplies in Indiana 
to ship to Gan ta United Methodist 
Elementary School in Liberia. A YES kit 
contains pens, pencils, notebooks, a ruler, 
an eraser, a pencil sharpener, a protractor, 
and a New Testament. 
Left (page 32): A student preacher at 
Operation Classroom's school for Liberian 
refugees at Danane, Cate d' Ivoire. 

box, and take them to the ware
house. From there the box is put 
into a sea container, along with 
perhaps 600 other boxes, and 
begins its journey to West Africa. 
It costs about $6.50 per cubic foot 
to ship a container and get it 
though customs. The individuals 
or churches that donate the goods 
are responsible for paying the 
shipping costs. 

Crisis Care 
When the war became wide

spread in Liberia, all the schools 
had to close. With the guidance of 
Bishop Arthur Kulah and of 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries, we have put together a 
program that we call Operation 
Classroom Crisis Care. We are 
now involved in refugee and med
ical work. We recently sent a team 
to Danane, Cote d'Ivoire, where 
there are many thousands of 
Liberian refugees, to construct a 
building and erect some tents for 
classroom use by 700 junior and 
senior high school students. A 
number of these students have lost 

We sent 5 ,000 Bibles 

to Liberia to be given 

to Christians who 

lost everything 

in the war and 

to be used for 

evangelism. 

their parents and other family 
members in the war. 

Here in Indiana, in consultation 
with Bishop Kulah, we have 
selected a team of 20 counselors 
who will be trained for a year in 
cross-cultural counseling. They 
will be going to Liberia-and pos
sibly Sierra Leone-to assist the 
conference in some trauma train
ing. This is proposed to be a five
year program. Many child ren in 
both countries have seen their par
ents tortured and killed . Some 
have been forced to carry 
weapons and commit acts of 
aggression themselves. Through 
trauma training, principals, teach
ers, pastors, and other leaders will 
be equipped to minister to these 
traumatized youth. 

We are also in partnership 
with the Youth and Young Adult 
Department of the Liberia Annual 
Conference in developing a voca
tional school for the ex-combat
ants. Many of the soldiers in 
Charles Taylor's army are youth 
from 8 to 15 years of age, both 
male and female. It is the desire 
of the conference to provide a 
program that will assi st them to 
move away from the use of guns 
and train them in a vocation so 
they can become productive 
members of society. They will 
also attend cla sses in English, 
math, and Bible, and they will 
receive counseling. 

We recently sent 5,000 Bibles to 
the Liberia Annual Conference. 
This is a cooperati ve effort 
between Operation Classroom and 
the American Bible Society . 
Bishop Kulah requested many 
Bibles to give to Christians who 
have lost everything in the war. 
Many other Bibles will be used by 
the church for evangelism. 

From June 1992 to May 1993, 
Indiana was involved in a pro
gram we called Project 1352. At 
that time there were 1352 United 
Methodi st churches in Indiana . 
Our goal was to get all the church
es participating in some way in 
Operation Classroom during the 
year. It was not the amount we 
considered important-it was the 
participation. 

We have an excellent five-ses
sion video study resource with a 
manual and leader's guide. This 
set is available for purchase by 
any church that w o uld like to 
learn more about life in Wes t 
Africa. We also have a coloring 
book to help young children in 
grades K-4 understand what it 
would be like to be a child in West 
Africa. A teacher's guide is avail
able to help with classroom use of 
the coloring book. We are commit
ted to mission education. 0 

The Rev. Joseph Wagner and his wife 
Carolyn are United Methodist mis
sionaries assigned to the Indiana Area 
as Coordinators f or Operation 
Classroom. 

For a packet of information on 
ways to contribute services or sup
p lies, write to: Operation 
Classroom, Joseph and Carolyn 
Wagner, Coordinators, P.O. Box 
277, Colfax, IN 46035-0277. Phone: 
317 /324-2556. Fax: 317 /324-2686. 
For warehouse information, con
tact John Barker: 317 /534-3681. 
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by William G. Berney and 
Gerhard Johnson 

''U!returned from this 
three-week experience with our 
minds boggling, our senses reel
ing, our emotions raw." 

Thirteen United Methodists 
from the Pacific Northwest 
Conference and three more from 
Indiana got an in-depth look at the 
Methodist Church in India (MCI) 
on a guided tour, November 3-28, 
1992. The guides were Virginia 
and Gerhard (Ginny and Gay) 
Johnson, who worked in India as 
United Methodist missionaries for 
over 40 years . Besides the famed 
tourist sites of Agra, Delhi, Jaipur, 
and Mahabalipuram, we visited 
the work of the church in four 
major cities. 

We experienced India as a land 
of unbelievable and mind-numb
ing contrasts. Lucy Thosath from 
Spokane, Washington, expressed 
it for the group this way: "For 
three weeks we stepped from the 
sanctuary of our comfortable 
hotels with their lush, quiet gar
dens into the whirling color, noise, 
beauty, and tragedy of Indian life. 

From the serene majesty of the Taj 
Mahal to the most miserable, dirty 
street shelters; from the bright 
brown eyes and happy voices of 
slum children in Methodist 
kindergartens and schools to the 
little ragpickers going through the 
garbage looking for something to 
sell-from all this we returned 
every evening to try to sort out the 
experiences of the day." Most 
important for us, however, was 
talking to the people called 
Methodist in the midst of their 
varied ministries for Christ. 

The Methodist Church in India 
The MCI has approximately 

600,000 members and a much larg
er constituency. Six bishops 
supervise 11 regional conferences, 
with more than 760 pastors (715 
ordained) and 167 deaconesses 
and many lay preachers. The MCI 
became an Affiliated Autonomous 
Methodist Church in January 
1981, but it had been under Indian 
leadership for several decades 
prior to that. It maintains a partner 
church relationship with The 
United Methodist Church through 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries. The few Methodist 
missionaries who remain in India 
work in institutional mini stries, 
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theological colleges, or specialized 
assignments. 

We were excited about MCI. 
The sense of mission is strong. 
Evangelism is the top priority. As 
soon as a local church gains 
strength, it establishes an outpost 
congregation, usually where there 
is a great need for services of all 
kinds . "Hutment" (or slum) areas 
in the cities need day-care centers, 
medical clinics, and schools as 
well as places of worship. 

The Whirlwind Trip 
We visited urban congregations 

who worship in many languages, 
small rural churches in the midst 
of mud-walled villages, large edu
cational institutions run by the 
church, and an "opportunity 
school" for the mentally handi
capped. We saw ministries in the 
depressed hutment areas of the 
huge cities. We also visited a large 
Methodist hospital in Nadiad , 
Gujarat State, where a Hindu fam
ily donated 10 million rupees for 
the Methodists to build a new 
major cardiac center for western 
India . This undertaking is being 
led by Dr . J.1. Khristmukti, the 
ex~cutive secretary of the 
Methodist Medical Council for the 
Methodist Church in India . 
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A spinner takes part in a self-help project in a leprosy colony near Delhi. 

The day after our arrival in 
Delhi, we met with 15 pastors who 
had been gathered by Mrs. 
Parmar, wife of Bishop S.K. 
Parmar of the Delhi region. We sat 
around a large table as they 
shared their work, their hopes and 
dreams, and their struggles. The 
next day we visited a leprosy 
colony on the edge of the city. The 
colony was engaged in self-help 
craft industries, such as weaving, 
to supplement its income. We also 
visited a cooperative women's 
group in Delhi that sells the crafts. 

In the western city of 
Ahmadabad, Gujarat State, we 
worshipped in two Gujurati-lan
guage congregations. Ahmadabad 
has a population of over two mil
lion. Half of our group visited 
Canaan Methodist Church on the 
edge of the city, where the first 
female pastor of the conference, 
the Rev. Smita Rozya, leads the 
congregation in worship under a 
tent covering. This congregation is 
raising funds to build a place of 
worship. Two of our group who 
are pastors, the Rev. Barbara 
Essen and the Rev. Anne Berney, 
had the joy of preaching at 
Ce1naan through translators. They 
spoke of Christian's· everywhere as 
"living stones in a living temple" 

and told of how we are all con
nected in Christ's church. 

The other half of the group 
worshiped in Shahpur Methodist 
Church, located in the midst of 
Hindu and Muslim (and high- and 
low-caste) communities. This con
gregation was begun as a commu
nity center by the Johnsons and 
some Ahmadabad churches in the 
1970s. We met Samuel Robby, 
now retired and a lay leader, who 
was brought in the 1940s as an 
orphan in a vegetable basket to 
the small Methodist hospital in 
Baroda, Gujarat. He was raised in 
the hospital and in Methodist 
schools. The Johnsons had cared 
for him during his school days. 

After the Shahpur worship, 
pastoral and lay leaders talked 
with us. The Rev. Satish Rathod 
spoke of his and his wife's amaz
ing ministry in drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation . He described the 
transformation of individuals and 
families. He and his wife are 
Persons in Mission in their own 
country, supported by the World 
Division through its Global 
Mission Partners Program. 

Next, we traveled to Bombay, 
where we were met by Mrs. 

, ~ Phyllis ·Downes, wife of Bishop 
Stanley Downes. She guided us on 

a walk to the Methodist 
Friendship House in the crowd
ed-mostly Muslim-Byculla 
area . She took us into Ashadam 
(Place of Hope), run by the Sisters 
of Charity, whose head and 
founder is Mother Teresa. 

In Madras, a coastal city in 
southeast India, the district super
intendent and pastors of the con
ference met us in the large 
Emmanuel Methodist Church 
compound. They sang for us and 
talked of their ministries. As time 
allowed, they showed us some of 
their work. Driving through the 
crowded city, we stopped in a 
most unpromising hutment sec
tion. Then we walked over open 
drains to a hut that serves as a 
church building. A very brave 
young woman pastor showed us 
the situation as neighbors from the 
adjoining huts crowded inside . 
Following the Indian custom, we 
were asked to share some words 
of hope and Good News. How 
eager the people seemed, and 
what respect they had for the 
woman giving leadership. 

As darkness descended, we 
watched by the lights of a van as 
Pastor Ambumani visited his 
"ragpicker" congregation near a 
refuse heap. We met boys who 
waited eagerly for his loving, 
weekly visits. These children sleep 
in an abandoned warehouse. Most 
of them do not know where their 
families are. 

The Dalit Liberation Movement 
The ragpicker children, like 

many of the populations served 
by ministries of the Methodist 
Church in India, are members of 
low-caste or outcaste (no-caste) 
populations. Of India's 3 percent 
Christian population, 85 percent 
are from these groups . India is a 
democracy, with press and reli
gious freedom . But both the 
ancient religious system of caste 
discrimination and the current 
resurgence of Hindu orthodoxy 
bring constant pressures on the 
church and its membership. 
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The very existence of the 
church is a challenge to the idea of 
caste discrimination and untouch
ability. The message of the Gospel 
proclaims grace in place of the 
Hindu doctrine of karma. Still, 
there is always a danger that the 
Christians living in a caste society 
will bring their own caste con
sciousness into the church. 

At best, though, St. Paul's mes
sage that "there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, male nor female, [Brahman 
nor untouchable], for all are one in 
Chri s t Jesus " is giving Indian 
Christians a new and confident 
identity. For those who have little 
status or power, the experience of 
being "a new creation in Christ" is 
powerful. They understand vivid
ly the words of the Apostle Peter: 
"Once you were no people, but 
now you are my people." 

Recent, nationwide changes in 
India are corning about through 
the awareness of caste oppression. 
The low- and outcaste groups and 
the tribal people now prefer the 
term dalit (a Sanskrit word mean
ing "broken") to the term Harijan 
given to them by Gandhi. 

We learned about the Dalit 
Movement in the living room of 
the Kurnars . The Rev . Sampath 
Kumar and his wife Dorothy wel
comed us in their Bangalore home. 
Rev. Kumar is the director of 
POPAD, the Program of Pastoral 
Development. This program was 
started by the Johnsons and is con
sid ered a vital program for the 
whole Methodist Church in India. 
It runs continu ing education semi
nars, publishes a periodical for 
pas tors called Grow, and helps 
pas tors get basic educational 
material. 

The Kumars had invited V.T. 
Rajshekar, publisher and editor of 
a bimonthly paper called the Dalit 
Voice, to speak to our group. He 
explained the virulent and deep
rooted caste situation known as 

This is one of the small Methodist health clinics run by the church in 
"hutment" (or slum) areas in India's large cities. 

Brahmanism (a Brahman is a 
Hindu of the highest caste). The 
government now uses the term 
OBCs (Other Backward Castes) for 
all socially disadvantaged groups. 
Upper castes are called UCs. There 
are four main caste divisions in 
India, with over 3000 subcastes. 
To some extent the lower castes 
are uniting in demands for fair
ness, especially for affirmative 
action in education and govern
ment employment. It was surpris
ing to hear Rajshekar explain that 
this discriminated-against group 
actually forms a near majority of 
the Indian population. 

All adults in India can vote, but 
those from deprived sections of 
society are easily bought off by 
those who retain power. The con
stitution has clear antidiscrimina
tory laws, and the government is 
obliged to seek to uplift the dalits. 
But the cultural and religious hold 
of the caste system makes this an 
unending struggle. Some members 
of the dalit have become prominent 
in the society, such as the late Dr. 
Ambedkar, the brilliant jurist who 
was the author of the Indian con
stitution. The new vice president 
of India, K. R. Narayanan, is from 

an outcaste group. He publicly 
declares his hopes for the removal 
of the scourge. 

Such leaders are significant. 
Even so, recent and severe reli
gious rioting all over the country 
has eroded a more hopeful climate 
for giving the dalits greater justice. 
Over 100,000 Christian dalits 
joined a procession in Delhi a few 
years ago, which gives some indi
cation that the church is attempt
ing to speak to this deep-rooted, 
centuries-old problem of caste. 

India is home to one-fifth of the 
world's population. It continues 
to grow at the rate of the tot a 1 
population of Australia each year. 
Our Methodist sisters and broth
ers are living out their faith 
against great odds as part of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. We urge 
all United Methodists to pray for 
the ministries of the MCI in varied 
forms of witness . 0 

Th e Rev. William G. Bern ey is a 
retired minister of the Pa cific
Northwest Conference. Gerhard 
John son recently retired from the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
with more than 40 years of mission
ary service in India . 
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• • 
Where My 

Mothers Walked 

Edna Erffmeyer 

In 1906, a young woman aged 23, 
whose name was Edna Erffmeyer, 
traveled from Holton, Kansas, to 
the country of Japan as an evange
listic missionary of the Evangelical 
Church (one of our predecessor 
denominations). Her assignment 
was to establish Christian kinder
gartens and women's Bible class
es. During her 17 years of faithful 
service, Edna also began new con
gr e ga ti on s, particularly in the 
Osaka/Kobe area. There she also 
started classes for the children of 
women working in spinning facto
ries. Occasionally she went to 
Osaka Bay, where she evangelized 
among the sailors who came into 
port. For 12 years, her sister 
Florence Erffmeyer served with 
her. Florence was also a mission
ary of the Evangelical Church. 

Florence Erffmeyer 

by Faith Wendland 

Florence Erffmeyer continued her 
service in Japan until 1924. 

Edna Erffmeyer was my moth
er. In 1923, she returned to the 
United States and married my 
father, the Rev. Albert Schwab of 
the Nebraska Conference of the 
Evangelical Church. Soon after her 
return, Edna was elected president 
of the Nebraska Conference 
Woman's Missionary Society of 
the Evangelical Church. At the 
time I was born, Edna-who had 
faith to believe that she could have 
a little girl named Faith-died . 
When I was a toddler, my father 
married my aunt, Florence 
Erffmeyer, who then became my 
stepmother, the mother I knew. 

Though I had often been told of 
my mother's faithful service, 
though I talked with many who 

knew her, and though I read from 
her d iaries and the voluminous 
letters written to her parents dur
ing her years in Japan, I had a life
long dream to be where she and 
my stepmother had served and to 
walk where they had walked. 

This dream became reality in 
May 1991. My husband Lowell 
and I participated in a mission
s tudy tour to Japan and Korea . 
It was led by Dean and Marjorie 
Schowengardt, w ho served a s 
Meth odi s t mi ssionaries for 40 
years in Korea . Lowell and I 
remained in Japan lon ger than 
most of the tour group so that we 
might "go to my roots ." 

In Osaka, by the kindness of the 
Rev. T. Okuda, then aged 81, we 
traced the steps of serv ice given 
by my mother Edna and her sister 
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Florence. The dream began to 
unfold as Jim Joyce, a United 
Methodist missionary living in 
Nishinomiya, an Osaka suburb, 
took us to the Osaka commuter 
station where we would meet Rev. 
Okuda and his son, Dr. Kazuhiro 
Okuda . As we stood waiting, I 
noticed a man, short of stature, 
umbrella in hand, looking through 
some materials he was carrying. 
Shortly, he made his way toward 
us. With serious intent, he looked 
at me and asked, "Are you Faith?" 
I replied that I was. He then 
opened a book, pointed to a pic
ture, and said: "This is your moth
er. You look like her!" After greet
ings were exchanged, Rev. Okuda 
began to tell us many things about 
the Evangelical Church as it relat
ed to the work of my mothers. 

When his son arrived, the four 
of us left on a commuter train 
heading toward the Kujo area of 
Osaka. A cab took us to Kujo 
Church, where our host had been 
pastor for 40 years. At the door we 
were greeted by Rev. and Mrs. 
Ogawa, the elders of the church, 
and Doris Schneider Sander, who 
had also been on the mission tour. 
Doris, now from St. Joseph, 
Missouri, had served for 20 years 
as an Evangelical United Brethren 
missionary at Kujo Church. She 
had arranged to be there that day 
to serve as our interpreter. 

After World War II, Kujo 
Church was begun by members of 
the former Izuo and Chikko con
gregations, where my mother and 
stepmother had served respective
ly. In the fires that ravaged Osaka 
during the war, both the Izuo and 
Chikko church buildings and their 
accompanying kindergartens, as 
well as the house where my moth
ers had lived, had been destroyed. 
A s trong new congregation of 
Christians had united to build the 
new church at Kujo. 

We were taken across the street 
from Kujo Church to the church 
kindergarten . There, 78 young 
children and their teachers await
ed our coming. As we stepped 
through the gate of the kinder-

garten yard, Rev. Okuda stopped 
to show us a brightly painted 
swing set. "Your mother Edna 
used to swing her kindergarten 
children on this swing set," he 
said. With tears in my eyes, I 
looked at him and replied, 
"Really?" Then he explained how 
the strongly built metal swing set 
had not burned in the war. It had 
been lovingly preserved by the 
former Izuo Church people and 
placed in the new kindergarten 
playground at the Kujo Church. 

Inside the brightly decorated 
kindergarten, the children sang 
for us . Doris and I shared from 
among the gifts we had brought 
for them. Though I can speak only 
a few words in Japanese and 
though the children could not 
speak English, I felt that speech 
barriers were overcome. It seemed 
like the day of Pentecost when, by 
the Spir it, all understood one 
another. We were reminded of all 
the children who through the 
years have heard of the love of 
Jesus through kindergartens of 
the church. 

Across the street at the church, 
Mr s . Ogawa hosted us for tea. 
Several of the church elders spoke 
words of greeting and apprecia
tion for the meaning of this day 
and for our having come. A beau
tiful silver necklace-brooch with 
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three pearls was presented to me. 
It was then my privilege to give to 
Kujo Church a picture of Christ 
and the children of the world, to 
be hung in honor of my mothers , 
in either the kindergarten or the 
church. It was soon time to make 
our way in cars to other areas of 
Osaka. Men of the Kujo congrega
tion were giving their day to drive 
us to each destination. 

Rev. Okuda said, "First we go 
to Chikko." Secretly I thought: 
"Could it be that we might stand 
at the address-14 Nichome, 
Yojodori, Chikko, Osaka, Japan
where my mothers had lived?" 
Lowell and I asked questions con
cerning many congregations my 
mother had established. 

After what seemed many miles, 
we stopped in the Chikko area. As 
we walked down a street with 
Rev. Okuda, we came to a cement 
block wall that was at the junction 
of two streets. In his quiet manner, 

Left: Lncation of the 
former Izuo Church 
and kindergarten . Left 
to right: the present 
kindergarten director, 
her mother, and Faith 
and Lowell Wendland. 
Right (page 39): 
Children at the Kuja 
Church kindergarten 
wave goodbye. 

w 
t 

ha 
of 

hes 
10 
Osa 
wal 
pou 
livet 
I st 
mor 
take 

v 
whE 
fo n 
kine 
th al 
fror 
wa! 
mot 
chu 
sha 
bee1 
"Yo 
my 
was 
s 

our 
wer 



We were reminded of all 
the little children who 

have heard about the love 
of Jesus in kindergartens 

of the church. 

he smiled and said to me: "This is 
14 Nichome, Yojodori, Chikko, 
Osaka, Japan. This is the same 
wall that surrounded the com
pound where your mothers 
lived." What I said I know not, but 
I stood there for quite some 
moments before I was ready to 
take pictures. 

We crossed the intersection, 
where we stood at the site of the 
former Chikko Church and 
kindergarten. Rev. Okuda told us 
that this street we had crossed 
from the wall to the church site 
was the very same street my 
mothers had crossed to go to the 
church and kindergarten. Then he 
shared what he seemed to have 
been keeping as a special surprise: 
"Your stepmother, Florence, was 
my kindergarten teacher here!" I 
was again at a loss for words. 

Soon, with a twinkle in his eye, 
our host reminded us that there 
were yet other plans for the day. 

We bade farewell to Dr. Kazuhiro 
Okuda, who was returning to 
teach at the Kyodan College 
where he is a professor. Then we 
traveled only one kilometer to 
Osaka Bay, where mother Edna 
had evangelized among the 
sailors. As we stood there amid 
the construction and noise, I was 
remembering the letters in which 
mother told of the tidal-wave 
waters that came to the steps of 14 
Nichome, Yojodori. "Never once 
did the waters come into the 
house," she wrote. I then realized 
how deep the waters must have 
been, for the wall where we had 
stood was quite high. 

By mid-afternoon we were jour
neying to the Izuo area of Osaka. 
There my mother had overseen 
the building of the church and had 
directed the kindergarten. We 
walked a short distance to be 
greeted by a woman of 80 and her 
daughter, who was director of the 
kindergarten we were going to 
see. Our hostesses served tea and 
presented gifts. 

The director spoke a few words 
in English: "We go now to where 
your mother was." With eager
ness, she almost ran those blocks, 
as we hastily followed. She began 
to point. Soon we were standing at 
a storefront with a lavender 
awning. She happily announced, 

"This is it!" Her mother affirmed 
the reality that we were really 
where Izuo Church and kinder
garten once stood. She would 
know, for she had been a kinder
garten pupil at Izuo, where she 
became a Christian. 

Throughout the picture taking, 
I took time to glance again and 
again at this area where my moth
er had served. I was walking 
where she had walked . I was 
reminded of God's providential 
care for mother, who had jour
neyed the miles between lzuo and 
14 Nichome day after day and 
night after night. As we said good
bye to these lovely women, we 
bowed in Japanese fashion. Then, 
putting aside all formality, we 
embraced amid tears. 

All too soon, the day was spent. 
We were being whisked over the 
freeways of Osaka back to 
Nishinomiya. Soon we would say 
goodbye to this very special 
Christian gentleman who, though 
he was 81, had given his entire 
day to make a dream come true. In 
appreciation, we presented him 
with a carved wooden cross that 
we had purchased with special 
care in Topeka, where we live. 

As I ay on my pillow that 
night, I watched the moon shining 
in the window and remembered 
God's words to Moses when God 
said : "Take off your shoes .. .. " And 
though we had literally removed 
our shoes only once that day, in 
my heart, my shoes had been 
removed aga in and again. In the 
stillness, I sang-not aloud, so as 
to awaken Lowell, but in the quiet 
of my mind. I sang "Jesus Loves 
Me" in Japanese. Mother Florence 
had taught me to sing it when I 
was only three. So why not sing? 
This was the day the Lord had 
made, and I was glad in it! 0 

Faith Wendland is active in United 
Methodist mission in her own right, 
serving for two quadrennia as the 
Kansas East Conference Secretary of 
Global Ministries and presiden t of the 
Conference UMW 1980-1983. 
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Widening the 
Circle of Buraku 
by Higashioka Sanji 

40 

Liberation 
There are approximately 3 
million people in 6,000 
residential areas of Japan 
who are discriminated 
against in marriage, 
employment, housing, 
education, legal proceed
ings, and other areas of 
day-to-day life because of 
their families' social rank
ing. Because this is 'dis
crimination by Japanese 
against other Japanese, it 
may be difficult for those 
outside Japan to under
stand. Those who experi
ence this discrimination 
are known as persons of 
the discriminated-against 
buraku. They are also 
called burakumin. 
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Early History 
Japan developed an agricultural 

system of rice farming about 300 
B.C., in the Yayoi period. During 
this time, distinctions between rich 
and poor, ruler and ruled, devel
oped into social rankings. 

The Yamato Dynasty (fourth to 
sixth centuries A.O.) identified a 
particular group as socially inferi
or persons . Taika reforms (A.O. 
645) created a centralized govern
ment that expanded social rank
ings as a base for taxation and 
land ownership. 

The social-ranking system of the 
Japanese medieval period (twelfth 
to mid-sixteenth centuries) was in 
flux. The form of government 
developed during the Yamato 
Dynasty had been dismantled, and 
the ancient social-ranking system 
had disappeared. However, during 
the medieval period, new groups 
of Japanese came to be thought of 
as inherently inferior. People in 
occupations dealing with purifica
tion from "pollution" (for example, 
through contact with dead ani
mals)-along with constables, exe
cutioners, fortune tellers, perform
ing artists, and workers in occupa
tions related to funerals, tanning 
and leatherwork, gardening, mer
chandising, fishing, hunting, trap
ping, and transportation of 
goods-were discriminated against 
as being "defiled" or "inferior." 

The institutional beginnings of 
buraku discrimination are found in 
the social caste system of the 
Tokugawa feudal government. 
During the Tokugawa period (1603 
to 1867), social castes of warriors, 
farmers, artisans, and merchants 
were developed, along with two 
"inferior," outcaste groups known 
as eta (literally, great filth) and 
hinin (literally, nonhuman). 
Human rights were severely cur
tailed under this caste system. For 
the most part, the present-day dis
crimination against the burakumin 
has its roots in the eta group of the 
feudal period. 

Beginnings of the Circle 
The farming population 

protested the extreme oppression 
by the Tokugawa government 

through. upri sings and revolts. 
The number of protests exceeded 
3,200 in the 264 years of the 
Tokugawa period . Persons of the 
eta group also fought for protec
tion of their human rights, 
demanding inclusion in shri.ne 
festival s, the right to join in public 
groups, and water rights. They 
protested discriminatory laws and 
decisions by feudal courts. 

The Tokugawa government 
was overthrown on October 14, 
1867. The modern imperial system 
was developed with a different 
form of social ranking, dividing 
the population into the imperial 
family, nobility, former warriors, 
and commoners. In 1871, the gov
ernment abolished the eta and 
hinin ranks and included those 
groups in the class of commoners. 

At the same time, opposition 
arose to this emancipation by 
those who had been in the caste 
groups of the feudal period. They 
resented inclusion of the former 
outcaste eta and hinin groups with 
them in the same "commoner" 
designation. Buraku areas were 
burned and subjected to other 
types of violence. 

Japan soon developed a capital
ist economic system . Despite 
attempts to develop leather-work
ing and shoemaking industries in 
buraku areas, the people's living 

situation became steadily worse. 
They were used as a source o f 
cheap labor to hold down wages. 

A free people's movement 
sprang up, seeking to modernize 
Japan based on democratic princi
ples. Some began to speak to peo
ple of the discriminated-against 
buraku. When this movement 
weakened, the idea that all 
Japanese were children o f the 
emperor, and therefore equal, 
gained strength. But this resulted 
from the unequal concept of the 
emperor as the pinnacle of a social 
pyramid. As concern about dis
crimination lessened, it was sug
gested that people of the buraku 
areas move to nonburaku areas 
inside and outside Japan, w ith the 
understanding that "self-improve
ment" would eliminate buraku dis
crimination. 

By the end of the 1890s, there 
were movements that aimed at 
improving the way of life within 
the buraku areas. The Japanese gov
ernment, afraid of a trend toward 
increased sociali s t activity, 
attempted to reconcile the popula
tion. Generally speaking, such 
reformi s t m ovements so ught 
changes and improvements in and 
by the buraku. They also attempted 
to evoke pity for the burakumin 
within the majority Japanese popu
lation, making assimilation easier. 

Tlte Kyodan Buraku Liberation Ta sk Force met during tlte 1990 Kyodan General 
Assembly in Hikone, Japan. 
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The Circle Widens 
In opposition to this conciliato

ry attitude, persons of the buraku 
joined together in 1922 to open a 
way for their own liberation. They 
formed a new organization which 
they called the National Levelers' 
Association. The founding meet
ing was held in Kyoto City and 
was attended by 3,000 people 
from buraku areas throughout 
Japan. On that day, the founding 
charter became the first declara
tion of human rights in Japan. The 
last words of the declaration are: 
"Let there be warmth in the 
human world. Let light shine on 
all of humanity. " A platform of 
action was adopted that states: 
"Complete liberation is to be 
obtained through actions of 
burakumin themselves ." 

The Levelers' Association 
pressed for its goals with the 
"denunciation process" as its main 
tool. This is a process of directly 
challenging buraku discrimination 
as it shows itself in the military, 
the courts, politics, schools, the 
mass media, and individual mem
bers of society. Denunciation 
demands that those who discrimi
nate reflect on what they have 
done, question the ass umption 
that buraku discrimination is a nat
ural part of the social order, and 
change their attitudes . 

Buraku Liberation Movement 
After World War II, a new 

buraku liberation movement was 
organized by the burakumin . It 
continued the traditions and phi
loso phy begun by the Levelers' 
Association. The buraku liberation 
movement undertook denuncia
tion activities in many areas and 
finally confronted the national 
government over its responsibility 
for the discrimination. Demands 
were made to improve living con
ditions, assure education, and pro
vide job and welfare guarantees. 
As a result, an advisory body, the 
Dowa (integration) Policy Council, 
made a report that clearly stated: 
"The elimination of buraku dis
crimination is a national respon i
bility and an issue of concern for 
every citizen." 

After the beginning of the gov
ernment dowa programs, the 
Buraku Liberation League-the 
largest organization to grow out of 
the Levelers' Association---<:ontin
ued to work to end discrimination. 
Changes have taken place in soci
ety so that buraku discrimination is 
no longer officially accepted as 
part of the social structure. Other 
national organizations designed to 
combat the problem came into 
being under pressure from the 
Buraku Liberation League. 

Despite these improvements, 
however, buraku discrimination 
continues to be a cruel fact of 
Japanese life. It shows itself in the 
daily lives of the populace, 
expressed as rejection in marriage 
and employment and in disparag
ing graffiti and remarks . 

The Mission of the Church 
Christianity was first preached 

in Japan in 1549 through the work 
of the Jesuit missionary who later 
became St. Francis Xavier. Not long 
after, missionaries began evange
lism and social work among the 
lowest ranked of the social groups 
of the time. Then the Tokugawa 
government banned Christianity in 
1612. Protestant missionaries began 
mission work in Japan in 1873 
when the ban was repealed. 

In 1877, the Hirosaki Church 
(originally related to the 
American Methodist Church) 
opened a preaching post in a 
buraku area. Protestant and 
Catholic churches evangelized in 
buraku areas of Tokyo, Kanagawa, 
O saka, Okayama, Kochi, and 
other prefectures. 

About 1880, however, discrimi
nation was at the root of attempts 
to exclude persons of buralat back
ground from sharing a common 
cup during communion service in 
a number of churches. "We cannot 
put anything to our mouths that 
has been used by the unclean eta," 
so me Japanese people sa id. The 
Christian Gospel was negated by 
this attitude. At the same time, 
consolidation of the nation under 
the imperial system proceeded, 
and the church gradually partici
pated in the effort. The church 
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was finally assimilated into the 
dominant social order, and a per
sonal, inner-directed faith was 
stressed. By the end of the 11ine
teenth century, mission in buraku 
areas had virtually ended. 

[The government enacted the 
Religious Bodies Law in 1941, 
designed to unify the various religious 
bodies in the country. Thus the 
Kyodan was formed-the United 
Church of Christ of Japan-a nonde
nominational union of all Protestant 
churches, governed by Japanese church 
leaders. Some denominations separated 
from the Kyodan after World War JI, 
but the Methodists remained.] 

In 1956, Mary Jones, a mission
ary of the Methodist Church 
(USA), worked with Japanese 
Christians to build the Hiroshima 
Christian Social Work Center in a 
buraku area. Through the founding 
of that center, the Nishi-Chugoku 
District became involved with the 
issue of buraku discrimination. 
Later, Christians from the Nishi
Chugoku District responded to a 
call by Matsuda Keiichi, a Kyodan 
member, and other Christians 
from the Kansai region (the area 
around Kyoto, Osaka, and Kobe) . 
They joined together in the forma
tion of the Christian Federation on 
Buraku Strategy, known as 
Burakkyo. The name was later 
changed to Christian Federation 
for Buraku Liberation . This is a 
voluntary organization of Christ
ians from many denominations. It 
is the first known post-World War 
II organization of Christians to 
deal with buraku discrimination 
and to work toward liberation. 

In 1975, an Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Problem of Buraku 
Discrimination was formed by the 
Kyodan as a result of discrimina
tory remarks made by a Kyodan 
pastor. In forming the committee, 
the Kyodan sought to confront 
and rethink attitudes of superiori
ty that were felt by Christians a a 
result of gaining salvation but that 
also allowed them to ignore the 
existence of buraku discrimination 
in society and in the church. The 
Kyodan committee que tioned 
policies that sought church 
growth while ign ring the reality 
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of discrimina tion . Comm ittees 
with similar goals were formed by 
the Japan Chris tian Council , the 
Nihon Seikokai (Episcopal Church 
in Japan), the Japan Bapti s t 
Federation, and the Japan Catholic 
Church. In 1983, 10 Christian 
denominations joined together to 
form the Federation of Christian 
Denominations Concerned with 
the Buraku Discrimination 
Problem (Bu Ki Ren). The mem
bership has since increased to 11. 

At present, there are many lay 
members and pastors of buraku 
background in the churches of the 
Kyodan . However, the situation 
they find within the church is 
often no different from that which 
they face in the general society. 
While saying that buraku discrimi
nation is wrong, many Christians 
would hesitate at or fail to 
approve of a marriage to a person 
with connections to the buraku. It 
is not unusual to find prejudicial 
attitudes or outright discrimina
tion expressed in Japanese church
es . Lay members and pastors find 
themselves unable to speak of 
their birth or their lineage. For 
example, one church member of 
buraku background spoke of that 
fact in a church gathering. The 
attitude of the group turned sud
denly cold. The feeling of rejection 
was so overwhelming to the mem
ber that she left the meeting and 
never again felt able to return to 
that church. 

It would be impossible to give 
one single cause for this discrimi
nation . However, if one must be 
singled out, if would be the atti
tude and faith practice that labels 
buraku discrimination as a "social 
issue" and therefore something of 
no concern to the Christian faith . 
The church professes publicly that 
it is preaching the gospel of salva
tion, but salvation is not found in 
the churches. The sal v ati on 
preached by the church fail s to 
deal with the reality of buraku dis
crimination that destroys both the 
humanity of members of society 
and full Chri s tian communion 
within the church. 

The Kyodan restructured its 
activities in this area in 1981. It did 

this with the founding of the 
Nihon Kiri suto Kyodan Buraku 
Liberation Center. The activities of 
the center continue to be funded 
by the Kyodan and contributions 
from Chri s tians and churches 
throughout Japan. In addition, 
churches and denominations of 
North America and Europe, the 
World Council of Churches, and 
the Christian Conference of Asia 
have al so provided strong sup
port. Direct daily cooperation has 
al so been provided through the 
work o f mi ss ionaries fr o m the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, the 
Chri s tian Church-Di sciples o f 
Christ, and the United Church of 
Christ, USA. 

In 1992, the Kyoto Di strict of 
the Kyodan undertook an organi
zational restructuring and estab
lished its own Kyoto Di s trict 
Buraku Liberation Center. Since 
its founding, the Kyodan Buraku 
Liberation Center ha s founded 
similar centers in each of the 
Kyodan's 16 districts as one of its 
goals. Thirteen of these di stricts 
now have committees specifically 
dealing with the issue. Beginning 
in 1987, a series of national consul
ta tions for buraku libera tion has 
been spo n so red by the Buraku 
Liberation Center to further com
municati on and support among 
vari ou s Chri s tian bodies. The 
Kyodan and its constituent bodies 
and members are working to build 
a church that questions the contin
uation of buraku discrimination in 

The Rev. Ryuichi Kawashima (bending 
over to serve Communion at left) is 

assistant pas tor at Tokyo's Ginza 
Chu rch . He has publicly acknowledged 

his burakurnin heritage. 

Japanese society. To help w iden 
the circle o f antidi sc rim ina t ion 
activity, a national ca ravan was 
underta ken by the Bu rak u 
Liberation Center in 1992, visi ting 
110 churches throughout Japan. 

In ord er to ov ercome buraku 
di scrimina tion that continues to 
exis t in Japanese church es, a n 
increasing n umber of lay members 
and pas to rs are spea kin g o ut 
ab out their buraku ba ckgro und 
each year. Even small actions, if 
continued, will fu rther the goal of 
buraku liberation. Ind ividuals may 
ignore the rea lity of bu raku d is
crimination, but God will not. It is 
this fa ith that supports us and it is 
with thi s fa ith tha t the Kyod an 
Buraku Libera tio n Cente r w ill 
continu e to wo rk for thr ightl y. 
Twelve yea rs a fter the Kyod an 
fo unded the center, the ci rcle of 
ac tiv ity dea ling wi th bu raku d is
crimination has grown consider
ably. Full liberation and the com
pletion of that circle remai ns the 
final goa l. 0 

The Rev. Higashioka Sanji is Chair of 
the Kyodan Buraku Liberation Center 
in Kyoto, Japan. His article was trans
lated by Robert G Stieber, a mission
ary of the United Church of Christ. 
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The season of Christmas, 
including Advent and Epiphany, 
is an important time to engage in 
mission study and mission ser
vice. This season reminds us that 
Jesus came to earth as a baby to be 
a GIFT for the entire world. We 
are to share this gift daily, in word 
and in deed. 

Oppo'ltunities ~o'l. ;lln,els 
Among children, it is customary 

to make a "wish list" for Christ
mas. For children of parents who 
are employed and have saved for 
Christmas, their wish list becomes 
a shopping list. But for children in 
families with limited or no income, 
Christmas becomes a season of 
sorrow, not joy. 

At the General Board of Global 
Ministries, for a few years now, 
staff have participated in the 
"Angel Tree" project. The names 
and ages of children from families 
who need assistance are w ritten 
on a card in the shape of an angel. 
These angel cards are used to dec
orate a tree. A staff member 
chooses an angel card from the 
tree and covenants to purchase a 
gift for that child. 

One of ou r United Methodist 
children's homes has a tradition of 
creating a socks and mittens tree. 
This home is located in a cold cli
mate, and the children are in con
stant need of socks and gloves. 
This tree provides gifts to the chil
dren and also serves as a unique 
Christmas decoration. 

~'l.ison /ltinist'l.'( ~'l.ojects 
A colleague engaged in prison 

ministry asks volunteers to help 
wi th a few Christmas projects . 

One project is to help incarcerated 
women see their children by pro
viding transportation to and from 
area prisons. Women are frequent
ly in prison without a strong fami
ly support system. Many men in 
prison have wives who stay in 
touch with them, bring children 
for visits, and bring allowable 
items for personal use. But many 
women are abandoned by their 
spouses and have no one who can 
bring their children. 

A second project is the creation 
of Christmas boxes for the women 
themselves. Again, because of the 
lack of a family support system, 
these women frequently do not 
receive cards or mementos for the 
Christmas holiday. A third project 
provides funds or toys that women 
inmates can give as presents when 
their children come to visit. 

fllte'l.ntttive CjL11in' 
Another way to celebrate 

Christmas is to give back to God 
by supporting a mission project 
instead of giving a gift to loved 
ones. This alternative gift giving is 
especially useful when we're shop
ping for someone who really 
doesn't need or want anything 
else . Gifts to mission through 
United Methodist Women's 
Supplementary Gifts, through sup
port of annual conference-related 
mission projects, or through the 
General Advance Specials speak of 
the donor's and the honoree's 
commitment to mission. 

Service in mission involves giv
ing time as well as presents. One 
important gift of time is the prac
tice of hospitality. The Christmas 
season provides an opportunity to 
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invite people into our homes. For 
newcomers to our country or our 
region, it provides a "teaching 
moment" about the family's or 
community's Christmas cus
toms-carol singing, alternative 
giving, family dinners, Advent 
calendars, Christmas Eve services. 

/ltission Stud'( 
The Christmas season is not 

only about gift giving and receiv
ing. It is also an important time for 
refocusing our hearts and minds 
on what Christ came to the world 
to do-to bring abundant life. 
Therefore, Christmas is an ideal 
time for mission study. 

Mission study can take many 
forms . It may be the purchase of a 
book to further understand a par
ticular issue, such as the civil war 
in Liberia or the rising violence 
against women in the United 
States. It may take the form of 
going to hear a talk given by a vis
iting mission worker. 

Mission study may involve 
paying focused attention to news 
reports (in newspapers and on 
television) about specific issues. It 
could involve viewing videos such 
as "Mission Magazine" or part of 
the "Why We Care" series. 

The Christmas season provides 
an opportunity for families to 
engage in mission study, fostering 
a concern for mission in the hearts 
of their children. 

One of my favorite phrases is: 
"Jesus is the reason for the sea
son ." Whenever we engage in 
mission, we keep Jesus front and 
center-not only in the Christmas 
season but in our hearts and 
minds throughout the year. 0 
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Midwest 
Floods 

Only $29.95 sale, or 
$18.00 rental, plus 
$3.50 postage/ 

handling 

Also available in your 
conference media libraries. 
To order, call 'T 
EcuFilm-800-251-4091, 
or write to 'T 
810 Twelfth Ave. S., 
Nashville, TN 3 7203. • 

Photo/Art Cred i ts: 4-5- a rt b y Kevin 
Sadler • 6---Stephen Darr • 7- (top) Greg 
E. Ri ttenhouse; (bottom) Stephen Darr • 
9-Greg E. Ri t tenho u se • 10-Ca thie 
Lyons • 11 -13-Arthur Keys • 15- Phi l 
Wingeier-Rayo • 16-17-Paul Jeffrey • 18-
20-Cathie Lyons • 21-Paul Jeffrey • 22-
Joyce Hill • 23-Flor Rodriguez • 24-25-
The Na tivity, Fra Filippo Lippi and assis
tant, c. 1445, Samuel H. Kress Collection, © 
1993, National Gallery of Art, Washington, 
D.C. • 30-31-Joseph Wagner • 32-(left) 
Alma Graham ; (ri ght) Joseph Wagner • 
33--Joseph Wagner • 35-36---photos cour
tesy of Gerhard Johnson • 37-39-photos 
courtesy of Faith Wendland • 40-43-John 
C. Good win . 

Ybur Investment 
in Mission 

The 
United 
Methodist 
Development 
Fund 
Helping to Build Churches 
Form of Note Minimum Investment Rate''' 

4 yeartenn $100 4.80% 

1 year term $100 3.00% 

Flexible $100 2.50o/o 
''Rates subject to change 

Respond now by calling or writing for a copy of the Offering Circular: 
The United Methodist Development Fund, Room 320, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115. 

Telephone (212) 870-3856 or 1-800-862-8633 . 

Notes may be purchased for as little as $100. Available only to United Methodist 
individuals, local churches, clubs, organizations, boards or agencies. Be a part of 
the growth of our church into the next century, while pursuing your own per
sonal investment goals. 

The Fund 's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist 
Church by providing first mortgage loans to churches. 

This is not an offer of sale. All offerings are made only by the Offering Circular. 
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"Without those 
prayers, it would 
be a lot harder!" 

Remember in prayer United Methodist missionaries on their 
birthdays, and the many mission projects and programs of 
The United Methodist Church. 

UNITED METHODIST 

-Christina Bowen, Missionory-Concepci6n, Chile 

Order the 1994 Prayer Calendar (#1752) $5.00 plus postage/ 
handling charges. (Add 50 cents extra postage for each gift 
copy.) Available after Nov. 1, 1993. Order from 
SERVICE CENTER, General Board of Global Ministries, 7820 
Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 

Russia Initiative 
Translating Materials and 
Training Pastors Are 
Top Priorities 

Your contributions will also help train 
pastors and lay leaders; develop 

seminars and courses of study. 
For further information contact : 

Coordinator, Russia Initiative, 
General Board of Global Ministries, 

Room 1527, 4 75 Riverside Drive, 
New York, NY 10115. 

Tel: (212) 8 70-3682 •Fax: (212) 870-3895. 

H elp provide 
Russian language 

Bibles , Sunday school 
materials, spiritual life books and other 
t r aining materials by contributing to: 

ADVA NCE #011510 - 1 RA 

Make your check payable to your local church 
and be sure to write the Advance code number 
and project name on the check. For local 
church and annual conference credit, give your 
gift to your local church treasurer, who will send 
it to your annual conference treasurer. Gifts are 
forwarded to: 
ADVANCE GCFA, PO Box 19001, Church Street 
Station, New York, NY 10277-1106. 
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You are invited to attend a 
national teleconference, hosted 

by Hilly Hicks, that will feature the 
opening of Africa University, and will be a 
two-way link with churches all around the 
country. The teleconference will include 
scenes of the inaugural ceremonies from 
Zimbabwe, participation in an authentic 
African worship service, live interviews, and 
the latest footage of Africa University 
campus . 

• 

The teleconference will air 
April 24, 1994, at 5-6 P.M. (EDT). 

Have your church or community 
· ·· group set up a downlink site in 

your community for the 
teleconference. 

To organize and publicize a video 
teleconference in your area 
contact Judith Smith, General 

Board of Higher Education and Ministry, P.O. 
Box 871 , Nashville, TN 37202-0871; (615) 

340-7383. r::ri 
~~ 

A production of United Methodist Communications 
and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 



Bishops' Appeal for Victims of Midwest Flooding and Rain Damage 

F loading will continue in many Midwest states 

through next spring. With every drop of rain 

recovery costs increase. 

United Methodist churches and parsonages have 

been inundated with water and mud along with their 

communities. If the churches have been spared, they 

are being used as shelter and food distribution points. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief 

assists churches in direct ministry ~o persons in need, 

deploying volunteers, distributing supplies and food, 

providing shelter and pastoral care and rebuilding 

homes , lives and hope. 

Send gifts to: 

Bishops' Appeal for V ictims of Midwest 

Flood ing and Rai n D amage. 

Gifts shou ld be submitted through your local church 

treasurer to your annual conference treasurer for for

warding to GCFA. 

UMCOR Advan ce #901690 -5 
Advance GCFA, General Board of Global Ministri es 

Church Street Station, Box 19001 

New York, NY 10249 

UMCOR United Methodist Committee on Relief • General Board of Global Ministries • The United .Methodist Churcl 


