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Letter from the Editors 

DEAR READER 
It is fitting that this page of this issue of New World Outlook begins 
with a testimonial to Dr. Henry C. Sprinkle, who died in May at the 
age of 86. Some readers will remember his years of distinguished 
and devoted service to this magazine. During a long career, Dr. 
Sprinkle was a pastor, a naval chaplain, and primarily an editor. 
After editorial service at the General Board of Education of the 
Methodi~t Episcopal Church, South and the North Carolina Christian 
Advocate, he joined the staff of this magazine in 1949 and became 
co-editor with Dorothy McConnell in 1952. (At that time, the 
magazine had co-editors-a man from the "general church" and a 
woman from the Women's Division.) This arrangement continued 
until 1964, when a single editorship was established. Dr. Sprinkle 
then gave up the magazine editorship but continued as director of 
literature until his retirement in 1966. 

Dr. Sprinkle's talents and interests were many, with particular 
interest in philosophy. He had degrees from Duke and Yale (a 
Ph.D.) and studied at Cambridge University. But he wore his 
learning lightly and many of those who worked with him remember 
best his personal qualities of kindness and friendship. This was 
particularly true of missionaries, many of whom knew him from his 
trips to visit their work. Henry Sprinkle was a man of deep Christian 
faith who exemplified the standards and values of the faith he held 
both professionally and personally. 

A tribute to Dr. Sprinkle fittingly begins this particular issue 
because "testimony" is its theme. It is an issue that offers 
eyewitness testimony-both first-and-secondhand--of what the 
eyes of faith have seen, the ears of faith have heard, and hearts of 
faith have embraced in witness together. 

The Rev. Nelson Thomas Thayer bears witness through the faith 
testimonies of South African Methodists speaking to their mission 
partners in the United States. Mr. Thayer went to South Africa and 
Namibia as a "mission ambassador" from the Western Pennsylva
nia Conference seeking just such a personal word and witness 
addressed across the waters. The testimonies he received and 
reports are at once sobering and uplifting, instructive and inspiring. 

Bishop Elias G. Galvan, bishop of the Desert Southwest 
Conference, went to Nicaragua as part of an "episcopal encounter'' 
with Methodist bishops of Latin America and a "mission for peace." 
He and the other American and Latin American bishops gathered 
testimony and witness from Nicaraguan people at all levels of 
society and regions of the country. The testimonial contained in his 
article invites all readers to reconsider impressions and opinions 
derived from U.S. media and government sources and to join the 
bishops in a commitment to achieving peace with justice in our time 
in the beleaguered but unbowed nation of Nicaragua. 

Former General Board of Global Ministries senior staff writer 
Nelson A. Navarro offers a testimonial to the uneasy present and 
the uncertain future of both the Aquino government and the people 
of the Philippines. 

Project Equality national executive director, Maurice E. Culver, 
testifies concerning the present dangers to affirmative action and 
threats to equal opportunity. He offers a reminder that present 
trends can be resisted. 

So this issue stands firmly within the tradition of the people now 
called United Methodists who have always had a passion for 
testifying and bearing witness. 
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Mission 
Memo 
New• and Analysis 
of Developments 
In ChrlsUan Mlaelon 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1989 

TEACHER PROTEST IN CHINA. The ·Amity 
foundation, started by Christians in 
China in 1985 to provide teaching 
programs in five Chinese provinces, has 
reduced its overall teaching staff from 
85 to 50 to protest actions taken 
against students and other civilians by 
the Chihese government. According to 
the Rev. Franklin Woo, the teacher 
reductions is "a symbolic showing that 
things ca~not go on as usual." 

Following the June 4th massacre in 
Beijing, all Canadian teachers were 
called home and many other foreigners 
also chose to leave. But all U.S. 
teachers stayed to complete their 
contract terms. "That is quite a 
support for the Christians in China." 
said Mr. Woo. 

One U.S. teacher, Ms. Arba Herr, a 
7& year-old United Methodist from 
~ashville, Tennessee, returned home on 
Ju1y 4th after completing her two-year 
term. She says that she was never 
concerned about her safety in her 
teaching post some 500 miles from 
Beijing. 

On August 23, the Rev. Jack and 
Judy Williamson of Milan, Illinois, 
will leave for China to begin a 
three-year teaching assignment with the 
Amity Foundation. The couple is 
sponsored by tHe General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

BISHOP PRAISES GROWTH AND LEADERSHIP. 
Returning in June from a visit to 
Zaire, Bishop J. Lloyd Knox of 
Birmingham, Alabama, observed that 
"good schools, training centers, 

hospitals and strong churches have laid 
a good foundation." "National 
leadership has emerged" to give 
"encouragement to the church," Bishop 
Knox continued, adding that citizens of 
Zaire "feel comfortable now with their 
own leadership." Bishop Knox was in 
Africa to participate in the 75th 
anniversary celebration of The United 
Methodist Church of Central Zaire. 
There are more than 432,000 members in 
the three conferences of the Central 
Zaire area, North Shaba and South Shaba 
Conferences. The United Methodist 
Church runs some 250 elementary 
schools, &O secondary schools, two 
seminaries, two training schools for 
locai pastors, six hospitals and 
numerous clinics. Bishop Knox credited 
the African Church Growth and 
Development Fund for assisting in such 
impressive growth, witness and service. 

CONFERENCE PRESIDENT ECHOES JOHN 
WESLEY. The new president of the 
British Methodist Conference, the Rev. 
John Vincent, described the social 
policies of the government of Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher as a 
"perversion" of Christian doctrine. 
"Taxation policy which increases the 
wealth of the rich and worsens the 
plight of the poor is unchristian," Mr . 
Vincent was quoted as saying. He called 
on all British Christians to join a 
campaign "for frugality, modesty and a 
journey downwards for needless 
overconsumption by those who have." 

MISSIONARY CONFERENCE IN ATLANTA. Some 
200 people attended a missionary 
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conference in July at United 
Methodist-related Clark College in 
Atlanta, sponsored by the General Board 
of Global Ministries to kick-off a 
four-week training session at the new 
Mission Resource Center for 44 new 
missionaries sent forth by the World 
Division. Or. Shiela Flenrning, head of 
the Board's Mission Personnel Resources 
Department, spoke of a new trend in 
missionary deployment in which 
international missionaries may be 
coming to serve in the United States as 
soon as next year. 

The Rev. Brian Fetterman, deputy 
general secretary of the aoard's 
National Division, said, "The United 
States is a fertile mission field from 
Appalachia to the Southwest border, 
from town and country assignments to 
urban regions that need to be 
penetrated with the gospel." 

General Secretary Or. Randolph 
Nugent observed, "God is throwing 
people into the United States ... all 
along the Texas border (and) ... from 
Asia (who) are still not U.S. citizens, 
and (who) are giving us incredible 
opportunities." Or. Flenrning said that 
international missionaries coming to 
the United states will work with some 
of these groups. Keynote speaker, Or. 
Thomas Thangariaj, professor of mission 
at Emory University's Candler School of 
Theology, cited the "imbalance in the 
whole international economic order" in 
highlighting the different problems, 
issues and responsibilitie$ to be faced 
when missionaries are coming from poor 
churches to rich churches. 

George Morris, head of the World 
Methodist Evangelism Institute and 
professor of evangelism at Emory, 
challenged United Methodist 
missionaries not only to perform deeds 
of service in mission but also "to name 
the name in which the deed is done." In 
so doing, Or. Morris elaborated, "it is 
better to expose your vulnerability 
than to pretend invulnerability." 

On August 3, the 44 World Division 
missionaries were conrnissioned in a 
service in the chapel of the 
International Theological Center to 
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serve in 19 different countries. A 
conrnissioning service was held on 
August 10th in Colby Chapel at Andover 
Newton Theological Seminary for new 
National Division missionaries serving 
at home. 

UNITED METHODISTS POUND PAVEMENT FOR 
PEACE. Four United Methodists were 
among the drivers of the 27-truck 
caravan laden with supplies and headed 
for Nicaragua in the second "Pastors 
for Peace" mission. The first convoy 
delivered 120 tons of material aid last 
December. An estimated $1 million worth 
of goods, ranging from medical supplies 
to musical instruments, comprised this 
year's load. Rallies and other events 
related to the caravan took place in 
more than 100 cities across the United 
States. 

Said the Rev. Robert Holmes, a 
retired United Methodist pastor and 
driver from Montana, "It's a 
cooperative venture and an effort to 
build bridges with people we do not 
believe are in any way a threat to the 
United States .... What we are doing here 
is much more of a theological 
statement than· a political statement." 

OUTPOURING OF GLASNOST. During his 
sunrner trip to France, Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev was asked by a 
journalist if he had been baptized. Mr. 
Gorbachev said that he had, and added, 
"I think there is nothing strange about 
that." His mother was a Christian. 

NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN. United 
Methodist pastor, the Rev. Joseph E. 
Lowery, who heads the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, will 
teach a court-ordered class in race 
relations for a group of Ku Klux Klan 
leaders in Alabama. Or. Lowery led a 
march a decade ago that was assaulted 
by the Klan, and the case ended up in a 
federal court in Huntsville, Alabama. 
One national Klan leader objected to 
the required course in race relations 
as representing "cruel and unusual 
punishment." 
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KEEP UP THE PRESSURE SAYS SOUTH AFRICAN 
METHODIST BISHOP. Speaking to this 
year's annual session of the Baltimore 
Conference, Bishop George Irvine, head 
of the Methodist Church of South 
Africa, said that "apartheid is alive 
and well" because the "pillars which 
hold it up" are "still firmly in 
place.h He urged his fellow Methodists 
not to be misled by talk of changing 
structures in South Africa but to know 
that the right wing is growing and 
Conservative Party leaders and members 
"rally under the call for White 
supremacy to remain." Although he did 
not specifically endorse economic 
sanctions, Bishop Irvine said, "The 
South African government alone is 
responsible for sanctions," and that 
government "alone can remove sanctions 
tomorrow by removing from the face of 
South Africa the evil of apartheid." 
Bishop Irvine further suggested that 
congregations in the United States 
could join prayer alliances with 
"carefully chosen" White churches in 
South Africa. 

WE WILL, SAY WORLD METHODISTS. Meeting 
in Lake Junaluska, N.C. at the end of 
June, 150 voting representatives of the 
North American Section of the World 
Methodist Council passed a resolution 
calling for the withdrawal of all 
foreign investments from South Africa 
to protest the nation's "demonic" 
racial policies. The resolution 
denounced the South African government 
as "anti-democratic, anti-Christian and 
a danger to ~uman decency and social 
tranquility." 

The delegates also asked for a 
personal meeting with President George 
Bush •to share our concern ... for the 
deteriorating situation in Israel and 
the suffering of the Palestinian people 
in the West Bank, Gaza and East 
Jerusalem." 

NEW WORLD DIVISION STAFF MEMBER. In 
late June, the Rev. Zebediah T. 
Marewangepo, 52, .. former director of 
evangelism and youth ministry for the 
Zimbabwe Annual Conference, joined the 
African/Europe/Middle East team of the 

World Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. He is the first 
African hired to the Board's executive 
staff. In his new position, Mr. 
Marewangepo will not only assist the 
board's effort to assist church growth 
and development in Zimbabwe, but will 
also work with the churches and peopie 
of Angola, Botswana, South Africa, 
Mozambique, iambia and Malawi. 

PULPIT LIB. The percentage of women 
ordained to fulltime ministry in those 
denominations which permit the 
ordination of women nearly doubled over 
the nine-year period between 1977 and 
1986, increasing from 4 percent to 7.9 
percent. Numerically, it represents an 
increase of 98 percent (from 10,470 to 
20,730). The United Methodist Church 
moved from ninth place in 1977 to third 
place in 1986 in boasting the largest 
numbers of female clergy; ranking 
behind only the Assemblies of God and 
the Salvation Army. The figures come 
from the "Yearbook of American and 
Canadian Churches 1989" published for 
the National Council of Churches by the 
Abingdon Press. 

DEATHS. In May, Or. Henry C. Sprinkle, 
former editor of New World Outlook, 
died in Winston Salem, North Carolina, 
at the age of 86 .... 0n June 26, Mrs. 
Bernice Ziarko, retired deaconesS:-died 
in Des Moines, Iowa, at the age of 85. 
Mrs. Ziarko served for 17 years in 
Michigan and Iowa and retired on 
December l, 1968 ... 0n July 19, Tracey 
K. Jones Sr. died in the Medical Unit 
at Claremont Manor in Claremont, 
California. He was the father of Or. 
Tracey K. Jones, Jr., former General 
Secretary of the General Board of 
Global Ministries .... Retired home 
missionary Violet MtCraken died on June 
16, 1989 at the age of 86. She served 
at Mceurdy School, S.ahta Cruz, New 
Mexico, from 1922 until her retirement 
in 1965 .... Ruth Weibel, home missionary 
at Red Bird Mission, Kentucky and 
overseas missionary at Hillcrest 
School, Jos, Nigeria, died at the age 
of 89 on April 11, 1989. 
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Editorials 
Responsible and Caring Government Spending 

In his acceptance speech at the 1988 Republican 
convention, candidate George Bush raised the eye
brows of some and the hearts of others by calling 
attention to the "brilliant diversity" of volunteers in 
action, glowing "like a thousand points of light" across 
America. In his inaugural address as the 41st President 
of the United States, he continued the theme by 
referring to "all the community organizations that are 
spread like stars throughout the nation doing good." 

At the end of June, the points of light converged into 
a single focus. Speaking at a luncheon jointly sponsored 
by the New York City Partnership and the Association 
for a Better New York, President Bush unveiled his 
"Points of Light Initiative," a new foundation founded 
with $25 million in federal money and $25 million in 
matching private contributions, with President Bush 
serving as the honorary chairma.n. The illuminating 
initiative is intended to combat such national ills as drug 
abuse, AIDS, poverty, and homelessness by encourag
ing and cultivating an American national resource. This 
type of initiative-the "public spiritedness" of the 
American people and their willing inclination to engage 
in volunteer service-impressed French observer 
Alexis de Tocqueville in the 1830s. 

Not only did the President' s initiative conjure up 
hopeful images of the old neighborly barn-and-house 
raising communal enterprise of the American frontier 
resurrected and applied to current urban traumas, but it 
also fit well with the rhetoric of the current administra
tion and its predecessor. The President has insisted that 
"the old way'' of throwing ~ublic money at problems 
has not worked in the past, ' and in any case, our funds 
are low .... We have more will than wallet." Human 
time and energies spent in volunteer service are 
expenditures that do not exacerbate the budget deficit. 
It has been estimated that, in 1987, 80 million adults 
gave a total of 19.5 billion volunteer hours, at a value of 
about $150 billion. 

But even as the President proclaimed the worthy goal 
of increased self-sacrificing, self-giving voluntarism, 
Congressional investigati.on into the state of affairs at 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
revealed not the dichotomy between will and wallet but 
rather between greed and graciousness, cynicism and 
compassion. Under the leadership of Secretary Samuel 
Pierce (the only member of the Reagan cabinet to serve a 
full eight years), the HUD budget was reduced by 70 
percent, further reducing the nation's inventory of 
low- income housing (down by 4.5 million units since 
1973) and compounding the national crisis of homeless
ness. The remaining HUD budget became a veritable 
feeding-trough for those well-connected to the admin
istration. Former government officials thrived as 
consultants to rich developers, eschewing all notions of 
volunteer service or even just distribution of govern
ment appropriations to sell their influence. 

The vision of a thousand points of light brought to 
bear upon human need through the wattage of 
volunteer service is laudable and essential, but it also 

must be wired to a generator of responsible and caring 
government spending. Since 1980, government spend
ing for human services has declined by $113.4 billion, 
and federal support of non-profit organizations and 
agencies is down by 20 percent. Volunteer service 
cannot be expected realistically to fill the gap caused by 
government miserliness or abuse but rather should be 
an exciting, hopeful partnership of giving people 
supported by their caring government. 

What is true of government and its citizenry is also 
true of the church. The people of God, in faithful 
response to the Great Commission have been one of 
history's stellar examples of volunteer service. The 
church in mission has provided millions of points of 
light illuminating the dreary corners of the earth. 

In that continuing mission enterprise, there is a place 
and a need for career missionaries and volunteers in 
mission. Faithful fulfillment of our mission partnership 
with God requires both. And there is a need also for a 
responsible managing, supervisory and enabling agen
cy such as the General Board of Global Ministries. 
Those who manage tightening budgets and distribute 
scarce mission resources must remain linked in 
commitment and service to the giving, sacrificial spirit 
of both career missionaries and volunteers in mission. 

Like the government, the church in mission must also 
be cognizant of the interplay between "wallet and will." 
But there is also a unity recognized and confessed. All 
resources, after all, come from God's wallet to be placed 
solely at the disposal and service of God's will. 

The Unraveling of Civil Rights 
This summer marked the 25th anniversary of the 
"Freedom Summer'' of 1964. It was a summer of tears 
and triumph, of pain and promise. On July 2, President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson signed the 1964 Civil Rights Act 
into law, prohibiting segregation in public accommo
dations. Authorized in ink by the president, the Civil 
Rights Act was countersigned in the blood of countless 
martyrs, including three young civil rights workers in 
Mississippi-James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and 
Michael Schwerner-who disappeared on the night of 
June 21, 1964, and whose brutaliZed bodies were found 
buried near Philadelphia, Mississippi, on August 4th. 

In announcing his authorization of the Civil Rights 
Act, President Johnson said that the new law "relies 
first on voluntary compliance, then on the efforts of 
local communities and states to secure the rights of 
citizens. It provides for national authority to step in 
only when others cannot or will not do the job.' 

The president' s interpretation of the new legislation 
was far from unanimous. Some viewed the federal civil 
rights legislation as an unwarranted intrusion, includ
ing Ronald Reagan and George Bush, then running for 
the United States Senate in an unsuccessful attempt to 
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unseat Texas Senator Ralph Yarborough, a Democrat. 
During that campaign, candidate Bush told the Dallas 
Morning News that the federal civil rights legislation was 
"a course of action which will be most detrimental to the 
concept of states' rights." 

The next year, on June 4, 1965, President Johnson 
addressed the graduating class at Howard University. 
In that speech, he lifted the vision of affirmative action 
which would pave the way for subsequent court actions 
to end discrimination and bias in hiring, promotions 
and school enrollments. President Johnson told the 
Howard University graduates: "You do not wipe away 
the scars of centuries by saying now you're free to go 
where you want and do as you desire and choose the 
leaders you please. You do not take a person who for 
years has been hobbled by chains and liberate him, 
bring him up to the starting line of a race and then say, 
you're free to compete with all the others, and still justly 
believe that you have been completely fair . Thus it is not 
enough just to open the gates of opportunity. All our 
citizens must have the ability to walk through those 
gates and this is the next and more profound stage of 
the battle for civil rights." 

Twenty-five years later, President 

another ruling (Martin vs. Wilkes) allowed white 
firefighters in Birmingham to challenge a consent 
decree negotiated between the city and black fire
fighters settling a discrimination case eight years ago, 
thereby opening the door to so-called "reverse discrim
ination" suits by white males alleging preferential 
treatment for minorities and women. Finally, the high 
court ruled (Lorance vs. A.T. & T.) that plaintiffs who 
challenge seniority systems they feel are discriminatory 
must do so soon after the practice is adopted. Those 
who might be hurt by the effects of a seniority system 
years later will be too late to mount a legal challenge to 
discrimination. 

The cumulative effect of such rulings is both chilling 
and regressive with regard to affirmative action. New 
York Times columnist Tom Wicker observed, " In all 
these cases, precedents were overturned or dis
missed-mocking the 'judicial restraint' a Reagan Court 
was supposed to observe; and the desired result was 
achieved by the kind of 'judicial legislation' conserva
tives loudly condemn. The fact remains that employ
ment discrimination suits, if any, will now be more 
expensive to pursue and more difficult to win." 

Apart from litigation, the Supreme 
Court rulings combine to lower affirBush has changed his mind "consid

erably" about the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, according to White House press 
secretary Marlin Fitzwater. But his 
r~valuation does not seem to ex
tend to progress made and protec
tions obtained in the more "pro
found" arena of affirmative action. 
Meeting with invited civil rights rep
resentatives at the White House to 
commemorate the "historic," "land
mark" legislation, President Bush 

'Supreme Court 
rulings combine to 
lower affirmative 
action sensitivities 
and concern.' 

mative action sensitivities and con
cern. "It's a perceived effect," com
mented the president of a New York 
City-based affirmative action con
sulting firm. "When a line manager 
reads (the court's decisions) in the 
paper, he thinks, 'Ah, I don' t have to 
worry about that any more."' Or as 
Benjamin L. Hooks, executive direc
tor of the NAACP, has lamented, 

said that "while celebrating our 
achievements and recommitting our-
selves to their preservation, we must 
recognize that the full promise of the civil rights 
movement has still not been achieved." Yet, at another 
White House commemorative occasion, this time an 
intended photo opportunity with the families of the 
slain trio of civil rights workers, the President declined 
the invitation of Rita Schwerner-Bender, widow of the 
late Michael Schwerner, to "support bipartisan legisla
tion to deal with the Supreme Court cases that have so 
badly eroded civil rights in this country." 

She was referring to a series of Supreme Court rulings 
which, in the words of Ralph Neas, executive director of 
the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, did "more 
damage to civil rights statutes in the last two weeks (of 
June) than in the last two decades." 

In January, the Supreme Court took away the power 
of state and local governments to give minorities a 
specific share of public-works contracts (City of 
Richmond vs. Croson), through the pro-active proce-, 
dure known as set-asides. In June, the Court ruled 
(Patterson vs. McLean Credit Union) that Section 1981 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1866 applies only to hiring 
practices and provides no protection against later 
employment discrimination including harassment. 
Another ruling (Ward' s Cove Packing Co. vs. Atonio) 
shifted the burden of proof that hiring or promotion 
practices are discriminatory from employers to work
ers, thereby making those with least access to docu
mentary information responsible for _providing it. Still 

"We are seeing the unraveling of 
gains we thought were secure." 

Perhaps it is not at all coincidental 
that such "unraveling" comes on the 

threshold of an emerging future labor market in which 
one-third of the new entrants will be members of a 
minority group (twice the current number, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics) and nearly half of the 
total work force in the year 2000 will be comprised of 
women (compared to 42.5 percent at the beginning of 
this decade). Thus, recent Supreme Court rulings assist 
the maintenance of the status quo in defiance of 
changing job market demographics, making it easier to 
preserve and continue "good ole boy" networks, 
preferences, employment patterns, promotional struc
tures and management hierarchies. 

Such retrenchment should serve only to strengthen 
the affirmative action resolve and commitment of the 
church and individual Christians. Whether it is placed 
on the front or the back burners of the national social 
and political agenda, affirmative action remains a social 
justice issue. As Lyndon Johnson recognized more than 
two decades ago, it is still neither fair nor just to 
accompany those scarred by past discrimination and 
injustice to the entrance of opportunity and hope only 
to abandon them at the doorstep. With their Lord and 
their neighbors, Christians will stand at the door and 
knock-as loudly as diminished social and political 
concern renders necessary! 
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MONTSERRAT 

Barton Peterson 

(Editor's Note: Barton F. Peterson was 
ordained as an elder in the South 
Indiana Annual Conference in 1986. In 
February, 1989, he began a three-year 
assignment as a missionary pastor with 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
serving in the Caribbean' s Leeward 
Island of Montserrat . His impressions 
of his new assignment follow and are 
excerpted from his first official "mis
sionary letter.") 

BtTHEL METHODIST C~tJRCH 
MEMBERSHIP: 251 

First 
lm1>ressions 

by Barton F Peterson 
Montserrat is known as the "Emer
ald Isle of the Caribbean" due not 
only to lush green vegetation but 
also because the first European 
settlers were of Irish descent, flee
ing from persecution on nearby St. 
Kitts around 1632. Discovered by 
Columbus in 1493, Montserrat has 
remained under British control 
(except for two brief periods) since 
the mid-17th century. 

Of volcanic origin, the 39 square 
mile island (11 miles long and 7 
miles wide at the farthest points) 
rises to 3,000 feet above sea Ievel at 
Chances Peak. Reminders of the 
volcanic past are evident today in 
various soufrieres , where steam 
vents, sulfur deposits and bub
bling mud-flows occur in remote 
areas of the island. Montserrat is 
also sprinkled with old sugar mill 
plantation ruins that serve as re
minders of both a once-active 
sugar cane harvest and the days of 
slavery. 

Cotton is grown today in a small 
area of Montserrat. A portion of the 
ginned cotton is woven into fabric 
and made into beautiful table 
cloths and mats, while the rest is 
bailed and exported. 

Lying in the tropics and in the 
trade wind belt, the heat of one is 

tempered by the cooling effect of 
the other, so that temperatures 
rarely rise above 85 degrees or drop 
below 70 degrees. The driest part of 
the year is between February and 
July, and the average yearly rainfall 
is 58.2 inches. 

The western border of Montser
rat is lined with beautiful beaches, 
while the eastern coast is rough 
and rocky. 

I am one of two Methodist 
pastors in Montserrat and I live in 
the village of Bethel. (The other 
pastor, Moreland Williams, is the 
superintendent, who lives in Ply
mouth and takes care of the five 
western societies-as congrega
tions are called here.) I itinera te 
among the four villages of Harris', 
Long Ground, Bethel and Judy 
Piece. I preach in two societies each 
Sunday morning. My usual pattern 
is to preach in Harris' at 7:30 and 
Long Ground at 9:00 one Sunday; 
and Bethel at 9:00 and Judy Piece at 
11:00 the next. I serve the Lord's 
Supper the first and second Sun
days of each month in order to get 
all four societies served, which 
makes for longer services on those 
days. Throughout the week fol
lowing Communion Sunday, I 
serve Communion to about 28 

HARRlS• MtTHODIST CHURCH 
1'1Er1BERSH lP: bO 
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A missionary on a new assignment in the Caribbean 
talks about preaching, teaching, and 'adjustment time'. 

shut-ins in the respective areas. 
During my adjustment time, 

home visitations are helpful in 
getting to know the history, 
strengths, ~roblems and person
alities within each society. I am 
finding that Montserratians are 
generally easy to get to know 
because of their friendly nature. 
The children are well-behaved and 
tend to be on the quiet side. In 
June, I will be starting a confirma
tion class in the Harris' society as 
well as beginning a Bible study 
series in each society on a rotating 
basis. I am also the "minister to 
youth" and will be helping to bring 
some organization to the youth 
programs. 

As I continue to adjust to the 
Montserratian culture, much of my 
job is to observe the customs of the 
people and try not only to figure 
out what is expected of me, but also 
to determine what their needs are. 
So far, the most obvious difference 
in our cultures has been in the way 
we tell time. Generally, people do 
not begin arriving at a function 
(party, meeting, worship, and so 
on) until a half hour past the 
scheduled starting time. There 
simply doesn't seem to be any 
hurry about much of anything here 

except driving! 
The food of the West Indies has 

also taken a bit of adjusting to, 
although the basic meal consists of 
not-so-foreign chicken and rice or 
potato. The prices of almost every
thing are high since almost all 
foods and goods must be import
ed. However, many different fruits 
and vegetables are grown "on 
island" (as we say here) . Fruits and 
vegetables that are new to me 
include "passion fruits" (a golf
ball-size sweet fruit used for mak
ing juice), "breadfruit" (a 6" to 8" 
diameter fruit similar in taste and 
texture to the potato), "plantain" (a 
banana-shaped fruit that is sliced 
and fried), and "christophene" (a 
pear-shaped vegetable similar in 
taste and texture to the zucchini). 
Perhaps the most r,opular local 
dish is "goat water, ' a thin stew 
made of $oat meat, spices, and 
water-quite good actually. The 
local pumpkin soup is also deli
cious. 

I am finding that mail coming 
into Montserrat from the United 
States is extremely slow and un
predictable. I received two letters 
yesterday and one took ten days to 
reach me while the other took 
sixty-seven days! 

What do I do for fun? I have 
already explored many parts of 
Montserrat, including hikes to 
Great Alp Waterfall, Galway' s 
Soufriere, Hell' s Gate, Rendezvous 
Bluff, and Chances Peak; and I've 
even been to an estate called 
Paradise! I must confess that I have 
also enjoyed most of the beaches 
along the western coast. How 
could one live in the Caribbean and 
not take advantage of all that sand 
and water? 

I am beginning to make lots of 
friends and have even learned to 
play the game of Dominos--the 
local sport next to the confusing 
game of cricket. Cricket is as 
popular throughout the Caribbean 
as basketball is in Indiana. The only 
drawback is that it takes up to three 
days to complete one game of 
cricket. 

As I watch the sun rise over 
Antigua, and when I sit out on my 
lawn at nights and watch the bright 
stars and moon slowly pass by, I 
am aware that one can look up into 
the sky and see the very same sun 
and stars and moon. Somehow 
that awareness makes the distance 
between me and home seem much 
~~. D 

LONG GROUND MET~D IST C~VRC.H 
MEt1'3€RSHIP: 57 

JUDY PIE.CE METHOOI ST C.HURC'-4 
Mfl18f RSHIP ~ 54 
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Seeking out truth for themselves, United 
Methodist bishops journey to Nicaragua as 
ministers of reconciliation and to be with 
the Nicaraguan people in their struggle 
for freedom . 

Witnesses o Peace 

(188) 

It was rather late in the evening, Monday, January 23, 
1989 when our plane arrived at the Augusto Sandino 
International Airport in Managua, Nicaragua. I was 
traveling with fifteen other United Methodist bishops 
who met at the Miami Airport on assignment for the 
Council of Bishops to represent them on a "Mission for 
Peace-Episcopal Encounter." 

The Council of Bishops was responding to the 
invitation of the Methodist Bishops of Latin America 
(CIEMAL). Our group included two bishops from the 
Central Conference, one from the Philippines and the 
other from Europe. For me it was the third time that I 
visited Nicaragua since the Somoza family was over
thrown by a popular revolution. Others had been there 
several times as well; but for a few it was their first time 
ever visiting this Central American nation. 

Each one of us brought different perspectives and a 
variety of opinions shaped by the news media and the 
reports of persons who had previously visited this 
country. Sixteen Methodist bishops from CIEMAL, 
representing several countries in Latin America, ar
rived earlier and were awaiting our arrival to initiate our 
visit and dialogue. The executive secretary of CIEMAL, 
working with the United Methodist missionaries in 
Nicaragua and the Evangelical Committee for Aid and 
Development (CEPAD), an ecumenical organization in 
Nicaragua, made the arrangements for our lodging and 
transportation. A small committee of bishops for 
CIEMAL and the Council of Bishops planned the 
program. 

Conflicting reports. Since the purpose of this event 
included gathering of information and exposure to the 
life, feelings and thinking of the Nicaraguans, we were 
divided into small groups of six or eight. For two days 
we toured the area and met with many persons from 
diverse walks of life and from all levels of society. We 
engaged in dialogue with several groups, including 
churches, interdenominational organizations, political 
parties, government agencies, and service clubs. 

A scheduled meeting with Cardinal Obando y Bravo 
was canceled by the Roman Catholic Diocesan office 
just prior to our arrival, but a small delegation from our 
group did meet, at our request, with members of his 
staff at the Cardinal' s office. Another group visited the 
offices of Lil Prensa-the opposition newspaper-and 
talked with Mr. Jaime Chamorro, its owner-editor. 
Others spent time with two human rights organizations 
and received conflicting reports on human rights 
abuses by the government and the Contras. The group 
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to which I was assigned had the 
opportunity to meet with members 
of evangelical churches, Catholic 
priests and laypersons, ecumenical 
agencies, peasants, business per
sons, workers, professionals~ and 
government officials. These 
groups included persons who were 
critical of, and in direct opposition 
to, the Sandinistas as well as some 
of the highest officials of govern
ment. The United Methodist dele
gation in its entirety met with Mr. 
John Leonard, the Charged' Affairs 
of the U.S. Embassy, while several 
of the Latin American bishops met 
with the ambassadors of their 
respective countries. 

Divided into small groups and 
with an extremely packed sched
ule, we were able to meet many 
people and visit a large area of the 
country, including Blue Fields on 
the Atlantic side, an area that was 

by Elias G. Galvan 

Bishop Elias G. Galvan 

There is widespread 
fear that the U.S. 
will attempt to 
invade Nicaragua 
militarily as it did 
Grenada. 

resources of the nation away from 
social services toward the defense 
of the borders. 

The war has lasted for eight 
years because of the economic 
support of the Contras by the U.S. 
government. As one of the persons 
we interviewed said: "The so-
called 'low intensity warfare' has 
had a high intensity effect on the 
general population, but particular
fy on the very poor." 

The news media in the United 
States has made statements about 
the suppression of free enterprise 
under llie Sandinista government. 
Yet we met with businessmen who 
owned their own businesses and 
were committed to free enterprise. 
Several even supported the general 
directions of the government's po
licies. Our conversations with 
them and with government offi
cials revealed a mixed economy in 

devastated by Hurricane Joan a few months before our 
visit. Nkaragua is a poor country; it always has been so. 
With a geographic area the size of the State of New 
York, the natural beauty and tropical climate has 
nurtured a group of friendly and hospitable people. 

In a document entitled A Declaration of Peace and 
Solidarity, the purpose of our visit was made clear: "We 
are here in faithfulness to the call of Christ to work for 
peace. We are here to know the Nicaraguan reality in its 
dramatic struggle for freedom and to be present with 
the Nicaraguan people, recognizing their aspirations 
!ind fervent desire for dignity and peace ... . We are 
here as ministers of reconciliation and witnesses of 
peace, to discover those ways in which we can 
accompany and sustain these peoples in their struggle 
for a lasting peace, which recognizes each nation's right 
to determine its own destiny." 

which government-owned business worked alongside 
privately owned-and-operated corporations. My expe
rience with other Latin American countries, including 
Mexico where I was born and raised, is that most of 
them have a mixed economy where the government 
controls some of the strategic enterprises as medicine, 
transportation, mining, and oil exploration. 

Another statement often voiced by U.S. news media 
and which has been of great concern to me is the "lack 
of freedom of religion" in Nicaragua. Yet in my 
<;onversation with lay members and clergy from 
Protestant congregations, I learned that they have 
experienced more freedom to hold public worship 
services in the street under the Sandinistas than they 
had under the Somoza regime. However, I was 
informed of isolated cases where some churches had 
experienced opposition from local authorities, artd 
there ar~ reports of some harassment of pastors. But 

Admit mistakes. I was surprised to see how much the when appeals have been made to higher authorities, 
economy had deteriorated since my first visit. Some these situations have been corrected. CEP AD has been 
blamed the Sandinistas and their economic policies. instrumental in finding solutions to these isolated 
Officials in the government were ready to admit that happenings. (In Mexico until the early fifties, Protes
mistakes have been made, mistakes they are now trying tants were often harassed by local authorities and were 
to correct. But almost everyone we talked to agreed that frevented from engaging in any type of street ministry. 
the root cause of the economic problems is the war remember our frustration and the anxieties of those 
against the Contras, which has diverted the meager days. I did not find similar expressions and feelings 
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among the people with whom I talked.) 

Religious persecution. Some sources of information 
point to problems the Roman Catholic hierarchy has 
had with the government, including the expulsion of 
Bishop Pablo Antonia Vega from the country and the 
closing of the Roman Catholic radio station. However, 
lay persons and local priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church also say they have not experienced any 
interference with their religious activities from the 
authorities. When we inquired about Bishop Vega, 
several persons cited his close and open identification 
with the Contras as the reason for his expulsion from 
the country. They told how Bishop Vega had traveled to 
Honduras and celebrated mass for the Contras and 
expressed his s1:1pport for their cause. 

It is no secret that the Roman Catholic Diocese, under 
the leadership of Cardinal Obando y Bravo, has been 
openly critical of the Sandinistas and sympathetic to the 
Contras. Some still remember that the bishop per
formed his first Mass as a newly elevated Cardinal in 
Miami with many of the Contras present in the 
audience, including Adolfo Calero Portocarrero, one of 
the main leaders; Francisco Urcuyo, Somoza's desig
nated successor; artd Cristobal Mendoza, former 
member of the Mano Blanca death squad. In the light of 
these testimonies, I concluded that, with the exception 
of isolated actions of local authorities, what has been 
reported as religious persecution is closely related to the 
political views and activities of certain religious leaders 
who have been in contact with the Contras and whom 
the Sandinistas and many people see as collaborators 
with those who want to return to the days of Somoza. 

We found almost total agteetnent, even among those 
who were critical of the Sandinistas, in the opposition to 
furthef support of the Contras by the U.S. The war has 
had devastating effects on the civilian population. 
Contra activity not only has created economic hardship 
to the nation, diverting scarce resources to support the 
war, but people have seen their crops burned and their 
cattle butchered by Contra forces. Their friends and 
relatives have been murdered or wounded by Contra 
attacks, and many have been maimed by land mines. 

Along with my small group I visited a new industry, 
sponsored by the International Red Cross, which 
produces prostheses (artificial limbs). Because of the 
heavy demand, it is a genuine growth industry! Using 
locally grown wood, and adapting the technology to 
their modest resources, they are now producing 
low-cost but efficient artificial limbs. Such develop-

• 
Bishops Mortimer Arias and Isaias Guitieprez 
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recognizes their rights to self-deter
mination. It was clear to many of us 
that the Sandinista government is 
ready to negotiate for a just peace. 

ments were encouraging, but also it 
was heart-rending to visit the reha
bilitation hospital that is adjacent to 
the prosthesis factory. Small chil
dren who have lost part of their legs 
are now learning to walk again. 
Young women, whose self-esteem 
has been deeply affected, are gain
ing new self-confidence as they are 
fitted with artificial limbs that enable 
them to feel somewhat normal once 
again. Their physical wounds have 
been healed, but healing their deep 
emotional wounds will take much 
longer. These innocent victims of an 
unjust war will bear those scars for 
the rest of their lives: 

"The so-cal led 
Perhaps they have come to this point 
because of the economic conditions 
of the country. But whatever the 
reason, they are ready to find an 
adequate solution to the. protracted 
war. They have demonstrated their 
commitment to peace by theii active 
participatlon in the Plan of Esquipu
Ias and the glaring fact that Nicara
gua is the only nation which has met 
most of the conditions agreed upon 
by the presidents of the Central 
American nations. 

'low intensity 
warfare' has had 
a high intensity 
effect on the 
general population, 
but particularly 
on the very poor." During the month of March, the 

Fear of Invasion. There is wide
spread fear that the U.S. will attempt 
to invade Nicaragua militarily as it 
did Grenada. I used to believe 
statements of the U.S. State Depart
ment insisting the United States had no such plans. 
However, the information now being publicized as a 
result of the Iran-Contra affair, coupled with the long 
history of U.S. adventurism and official military 
intervention in the affairs of Nicaragua, confirms the 
basis for their fears . 

Nicaraguans desire to create their own form of 
government. I heard criticism of both the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union for interfering with this desire to create a 
society based on Nicaragua' s own cultural and histori
cal principles. These feelings were coupled with a clear 
determination never to return to the conditions of 
oppression that existed during the Somoza dictator
ship. 

I was impressed by expressions of appreciation for 
the people of the United States among Nicaraguans. 
Though they know the U.S. government has supported 
the Contras, declared a trade embargo and taken 
actions to destabilize their nahon, we were welcomed 
and treated with respect even when we expressed 
criticism and opposing points of view. 

I went to Managua with an honest desire to 
understand the Nicaraguan reality and willingness to 
put aside my own prejudices and stereotypes so that I 
could listen and learn. As a result I have become 

Sandinista government pardoned 
and released 1,894 imprisoned for
mer National Guard members. (The 
United Methodist Bishops had 
visited several of them in prison. ) 

This was done in spite of strong opposition from those 
whose relatives were tortured or murdered by the 
Somoza Guard before and during the revolution. 

Unnecessary Suffering. I was convinced more than 
ever that the policies of our government under 
President Reagan were wrong. They caused great and 
unnecessary suffering among the people and forced the 
Sandinista governmt:nt to seek assistance from coun
tries under the Soviet bloc. I also became aware of the 
support that Nicaragua has received from most 
countries of Europe and the high regard in which it is 
held by other nations around the world. 

The inauguration of President Bush has brought new 
hope to Nicaraguans. There is a widespread expecta
tion that he will not follow the same politics of President 
Reagan. They see President Bush as a pragmatic world 
leader who has expressed support for a political 
settlement rather than a military victory. 

Christians undoubtedly will disagree with each other 
on this and many other issues, but we surely must agree 
that it is our responsibility as Christians to work for a 
just peace in every part of the world, wherever there is 
strife. o 

convinced that the Nicaraguan people have a strong Elias G. Galvan is bishop of the Desert Sou thwest Conference, 
desire for a peace that respects their dignity and headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona. 
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For peace to be a reality in Central America and 
particularly in Nicaragua, our government must play a 
significant role . Our overt and covert support of the 
Contras must cease. Nicaragua should be recognized by 
our government as a sovereign nation with the right to 
self-determination, and we must be ready to support 
programs of self-help and development designed by 
Central Americans who know their own needs best. 

Nicaragua is and always has been a poor nation, but 
its best resources are its people. Persons who, in spite of 
the severe problems they face, now look toward the 
future with optimism. Men and women are committed 
to creating a new society where justice and equality are 
the basic building blocks of the nation. 

The pastors with whom I spoke reported that their 
congregations are growing. Leaders are being trained in 
ecumenical programs. The Baptist seminary, where 
some of our general meetings took place, reported a 
growing student body. And I was impressed by the 
expressed commitment of many Christians to influence 
and participate in the future of their nation. 

Several evangelical pastors and Roman Catholic 
priests have already made their witness serving in 
several levels of government. Among those we inter
viewed was a psychologist who together with her 
husband are active members of the Baptist church. Both 
were trained in the United States and have been 
granted permanent resident status in Nicaragua. Both 
of them have relatives in the United States, but they 
have made the conscious decision to remain in 
Nicaragua even at great personal cost to participate in 
the creation of a just society influenced by Christian 
values. Their commitment was echoed by many other 
young professionals from many Christian congrega
tions. 

Peace in Central America requires the active partici
pation of all Christians everywhere, but particularly in 
the United States. The active support of the Contras by 
our government has contributed to the exacerbation of 
the economic and social problems of the Nicaraguan 
people. Therefore, I believe, it is our moral obligation to 
participate in the reconstruction of this nation. We must 
encourage our government to pursue a political 

solution to the problems of the region; to support the 
accords of Esquipulas and to urge the other Central 
American nations to abide by their agreement; to work 
for policies that respect the sovereign rights of nations 
to govern themselves without outside interference; and 
to work for a prompt and just renegotiation of the 
external debt. We must continue to inform ourselves 
and learn more about the history, present conditions 
and aspirations of the Nicaraguan people. 

Some of the most meaningful moments for me were 
when we gathered with missionaries, pastors and 
laypersons in worship every morning. The singing and 
liturgies were deeply moving and the meditations 
shared by bishops of both The United Methodist 
Church and CIEMAL were inspiring. The opportunity 
to live and share with the Methodist Bishops from Latin 
America was an enriching experience.They have a 
different perspective born out of a deep commitment to 
Christ and to the poor who make up many of their 
congregations. They witness to us with a new and fresh 
perspective, not allowing us to hide behind our 
stereotypes but constantly challenging us to grow in 
our perception of Central America. 

A closing paragraph of the bishops' document clearly 
identified my feelings as I was getting ready to leave 
Managua for my return home: 

"Our experience of the daily circumstances of the 
Nicaraguan people, illumined by the Word of God, has led to 
the conviction that peace with justice is possible in our time. 
Our efforts towards peace will be justified and fruitful , as we 
fai thfully fulfill our covenant of unceasing efforts until the 
dream and the hope of the prophet is realized in Central 
America: 'The effect of justice will be peace, and the result of 
righteousness, quietness and trust forever .' (Isaiah 32:17) 
With that trust, we make a covenant to be faithful to our Lord 
and we pledge our solidarity to our sisters and brothers . We 
will speak the truth with love in all circumstances, and we 
promise to work with steadfastness. We return to our 
respective lands and places of work to witness for peace, 
sustained by God in hope and solidarity. May the grace of God 
uphold us in our covenant ." 

- Bishop Elias G. Galvan 
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Mission Profile 
Though education, agriculture, medicine and the 

Gospel were the four basic components of mission, 
literacy was essential to their fulfillment. 

The slight, fair-haired woman 
turned and looked out across the 
waist-high grass of the Malay 
jungle. She had heard some
thing-a rustling-as though 
someone was approaching 
through the thick grass. But there 
was no one in sight. 

The year was 1930, and the 
woman was Nathalie Means. As 
the hot jungle sun beat down, 
causing Nathalie' s cotton dress to 
cling damply to her body, the grass 
rustled again. This time Nathalie 
smiled knowingly, stretched out 
her hand, and said, "Tabek!" Her 
word of greeting called forth still 
more rustling of the grass, as a 
small, brown woman approached 
slowly to return Nathalie's smile. 

Three years earlier, Nathalie had 
accompanied her husband, Paul, 
to Sumatra, answering God's call 
through the Board of Missions of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
While serving as principal of the 
Methodist Boys' School in Medan 
(Sumatra), Dr. Paul Means made 
several trips into the Asahan jungle 
to observe the customs of its tribal 
people, known as Sakais. Later, 
after Paul was transferred to Sin
gapore, Nathalie joined him on 
these jungle expeditions. 

Speakirig in the living room of 
her apartment near Seattle, Ms. 
Means spans the distance of space 
and time to bring the tropical 
thickets and grass huts into focus . 
Her apartment is a museum of 
mission memories. On her wall is a 
painting she did of an Than chief in 
Borneo named Kudi. Leaning ca
sually against a corner cabinet is a 
long, very deadly blow-pipe. 

Area people suffered such afflic
tions as skin diseases, conjunctivi
tis, hunger. Both need and call 
were clear . Paul and Nathalie 
Means began a mission work that 
spanned more than half a century. 

by June Click 

Nathalie Means holds a sword once used by the Iban tribe. 

Education, agriculture, medicine 
and the Gospef were the four basic 
components of their mission ef
forts. But literacy was recognized 
as being essential to the fulfillment 
of all four. So Nathalie, a teacher of 
languages who had done graduate 
study at the Sorobonne University 
in Paris, set her skills to work put
ting tribal languages into writing. 

The Sumatra Conference of the 
Methodist Church provided Paul 
with an assistant named Alexander 
Simanjuntak, a Batak who had 
been trained as a Christian worker 
and who could read and write in 
Malay. Paul taught him the literary 
teaching method developed by the 
Means' m end Dr. Frank Lauback, a 
method still in wide use through
out the world today. Alexander 
began teaching children of the 
Sengoi tribe in Malaysia. 

Nathalie described Alexander's 
first schoolhouse in a tiny Sengoi 
settlement. " It was one room on 

stilts," she says, "with only three 
boys as pupils. They were the first 
of hundreds of boys and girls to 
attend school in the area settle
ments." 

Nathalie describes the early dif
ficulties in establishing schools. 
"There were no roads through the 
jungle," she says. "There still are 
none. We went almost everywhere -
by boat-a dugout with a motor 
and a Malay steersman." 

The Sengoi tribal chieftans read
ily agreed to allow the missionaries 
to teach the children to read and 
write . One chieftan' s little daugh
ter was the first Sengoi girl to go to 
school, attending Alexander's 
classroom-on- stilts early on. But 
the chiefs remained wary of bap
tism. "They made us promise that 
no one would be baptized for ten 
years," Nathalie remembers. 

This "wait and see" attitude 
reflected the general character of 
the hill tribes. Although open to 
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new beliefs and customs, which 
they did not always understand, 
they still clung for a long time to 
older, more emotionally secure 
ways. Animistic beliefs-the con
cept of a vital principle inhabiting 
and personalizing all of nature-
had traditionally determined their 
spiritual attitudes and practices. 
Thus, Christianity came slowly, 
but steadily to them, as they 
listened to Malay hymns and the 
Malay Bible. 

Progress stopped suddenly and 
contact with the Malaysian penin
sula was broken when Worfd War 
II forced the missionaries to go 
home. And for years after the war, 
communist terrorists prevented 
their return. From 1941 until 1959, 
the work among the Sengoi tribes 
was kept alive by one or two Batak 
Christian workers . 

After the long absence, Paul was 
apprehensive about returning to 
the Sengoi settlement. Would any
one there remember him? More 
important, would there be anyone 
left who remembered Christ?! But 
on his return and to his joyous 
surprise, one of his very first 
converts greeted him. 

Work went forward rapidly. 
Having created a written Sengoi 
language, in 1960 Nathalie pre-

pared 36 lessons to teach the 
Sengoi people to read in their own 
language . She trained Sengoi 
teachers, who, in tum, taught 
others. Then she set to work 
translating the hymnal from Malay 
into Sengoi, also adding prayers 
and psalms. 

In 1975, Nathalie recalled, she 
and Paul responded to the call of 
one of the Sengoi chieftans to lead a 
gathering of his people who came 
from numerous settlements near 
Kampar to learn the songs, prayers 
and hymns. The people sat on mats 
on the floor of the chapel, with the 
women seated in the front rows. 
Proudly, the women followed line 
by line in the hymnal. They had 
learned to read because the high 
school girls had gone home and 
taught their mothers, their aunts 

(194] NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1989 

and other relatives. 
Paul and Nathalie went on to do 

other work: in Borneo among the 
Than tribe, in India, and then back 
in Sarawak and on to Nagaland. A 
girl named Achilla, whose father 
was a Naga chief, attended school 
with Nathalie's daughter Char
lotte. The two girls became close 
friends. 

"Little things can tum into big 
things," Nathalie comments on 
this friendship. "I asked Achilla 
what she wanted to do after gradu
ation, and she said she wanted to 
teach geography and she wanted 
to help her people." 

When Paul obtained a scholar
ship for her at a Baptist college in 
Oregon, Achilla returned to the 
United States with Charlotte . 
Later, after Achilla had graduated 
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from college with honors, the 
director of education in Borneo 
asked Nathalie if she knew of a 
geography teacher. Nathalie im
mediately thought of Achilla. So 
Achilla' s dream came true. For 
three years, she worked in 
Sarawak. In 1961, when Nagaland 
became a state instead of a terri
tory, Achilla went back to start an 
adult literacy program. In 1964, she 
arranged for the Means to conduct 
the program. 

Before Paul died in 1980, Natha
lie promised him she would go 
back to continue and complete the 
work they had started together. 
Four months after his death, she 
was back in Singapore. Each year 
since she has spent several months 
in Malaysia working on diction
aries and translations. Next to a 

window in a corner of her apart
ment is a desk and a typewriter 
offering testimony to the never
ceasing time and thought that go 
into her life's work and commit
ment. 

For Nathalie Means, writing dic
tionaries, translating hymns and 
scripture, and getting them into 
print has required not only gifts of 
grace and Christian dedication but 
also a good deal of ingenuity. For 
example, the books had to be 
bound with fishing line because 
staples would rust in the jungle. 
After the Malaysian government 
forced all schools to teach in Malay 
in 1978, translation into local tribal 
languages became more and more 
difficult. As she worked on her 
dictionary, Nathalie would often 
have to go to the old people to find 

Nathalie Means addresses a group in . 
Kohinah, Nagaland in 1964, describing 
her adult literacy program. Beside her is 
Achilla Imlong, daughter of an Iban 
chief, and Mr. Gohein, the Director of 
Education in Nagaland. Inset is Nathalie 
in Malaysia, 1968. 

the necessary Sengoi word because 
more and more young people 
spoke only in Malay. 

Now Nathalie is working on 
another tribal language dictionary 
at the request of the people of the 
Temiar tribe. She plans also to 
translate hymns and scripture from 
Malay into Temiar. 

Fifty-five years ago, when Paul 
and Nathalie Means went to Ma
laysia, there were no Christian 
workers among the Sengoi tribe. 
Now there are 7,500 baptized 
Christians and 28 ordained dea
cons among the Sengoi. The Sen
goi church has recently become a 
district of the Malaysia Methodist 
Conference and is administered 
entirely by the Sengoi people. The 
Methodist Church of Sumatra, 
which got it all started, has been 
designated as an Advance Special 
by the General Board of Global 
Ministries. o 
June Click is editor of the Northwest 
United Methodist Reporter, Seattle, 
WA. 
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After accepting his pastor's invita- The first thing the new mission 
tion to take office in a local church, chairperson did was ask that the 
the new Mission Commission Mission and the Social Action 
chairperson met with the chairper- Commissions be separated. His 
son of the Administrative Board. rationale for their separation was 
Their conversation follows. that "each has such an important 

"The last time this church had job that they should not be joined." 
anything to do with mission was at There was a brief negotiation about 
least ten years ago. Some mission- the differences of tasks between 
ary came on Sunday to preach." the two commissions, and the split 

"But you support the mission was effected. 
program of The United Methodist A seasoned international traveler 
Church through the apportion- himself who perceived the rather 
ments and special offerings." narrow and provincial concerns of 

"We don't count those things. the c<;mgregation, the new mission 
They're dues or special contribu- chairperson drew up a plan to 
tions. We just give to them because educate about overseas mission and 
it seems like the right thing to do. excite the pastor. He expected the 
Anyway, our pastor thinks we plan to be voted down or at least 
ought to support those things." dramatically revised at the first 

"What does the pastor know meeting of the Mission Commis-
about mission?" sion. To his surprise, it was discus-

"Little or nothing, if what he sed and agreed upon as the three
preaches about is any indication. year blueprint for mission, which 
Most of what we hear is about us. would begin immediately. 
We don' t hear much about any- The plan was particularly revolu-
body else or their needs." tionary for the church involved 
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because it: (1) called for the pastor 
to visit foreign and national mis
sion sites; (2) asked for a specific 
dollar goal for a special project to be 
selected with the aid of the pastor 
after his visits; and (3) sought to 
educate people about mission 
through involvement. 

The plan was adopted by the 
Mission Commission, approved by 
the Council on Ministries and the 
Administrative Board, and agreed 
to by the pastor. Donations were 
solicited from the congregation to 
send the pastor and his spouse to 
Argentina and Chile to help select 
one or more potential mission 
projects that would involve the 
congregation through financial 
gifts and individual relationships 
with persons in one or both of 
these nations. A lay couple volun
teered to go along on the mission 
visit. The mission plan proposed to 
raise at least $10,000 each year for 
up to five years to support the 
project (or projects) suggested by 
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the visitation team and approved 
by the Mission Commission. 

After their return, the mission 
visitation team reported on their 
adventures, observations, and 
suggestions to the congregation 
during worship. An invitation was 
extended to participate in the new 
mission venture. 

Within seven months this 
church, which had no significant 
mission involvement or experience 
for at least a decade, had raised the 
necessary $15,000 beyond the reg
ular church budget. They had 
chosen to support two projects 
(one in Chile and one in Argen
tina) . They had begun to mobilize 
the church school to relate to 
young people in one of the projects 
through correspondence and gifts. 

The new chairperson of the 
Mission Commission discovered 
that there was a local church inter
est in mission. But no one had ever 
related mission to the normal activ
ities of the local congregation. 

Six steps followed by this chair
person may be useful in other 
churches. 

1. The chairperson learned about 
mission before becoming a mission 
leader. This wasn't very difficult. 
The United Methodist Women's 
group in the church provided him 
with brochures and gave him a 
catalogue of resources. He wrote to 
the Service Center of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church and re
ceived several pieces of informa
tion, including the Advance Spe
cial booklet. This type of informa
tion was exciting and provided a 
base for creating a plan for mission 
for the congregation. 

2. The chairperson wrote a plan 
for mission. It included three as
pects: local, national, and interna
tional. Since the congregation al
ready was involved with a feeding 
and clothing bank, a chaplaincy 
program at the local hospital, and 
they gave money to a dozen other 
activities ranging from a pastoral 
counseling center to Goodwill In
dustries, the chairperson felt the 
first emphasis ought to be on the 
international aspects of mission. 
This led the Commission to choose 
the two nations which were finally 
visited. Their choice was preceded 
by discussions and review of the 
kinds of Advance Specials offered 
through the General Board of Glob
al Ministries. 

3. The Commission was deeply 
involved in each part of the plan. 
While the new leader of the Com
mission had devised a plan, it 
became the basis for the Commis
sion's work only after discussion 
and acceptance. The Commission 
set the timeline, reviewed and 
approved the pastor's suggestions 

Getting involved is 
worth many times 
more than any cost 
to a church in time 
or money. 

by Douglas W. Johnson 

and created a display of pictures 
from the mission visit and letters 
from the people in the projects . 

4. The Commission received 
support from the Council on Min
istries and the Administrative 
Board of the congregation before it 
implemented its plan. This process 
included meeting with the Finance 
Committee to discuss the method 
proposed to raise the money, 
long-term implications of accept
ing special projects, and assurance 
that the normal budget support of 
the church would not be negatively 
affected. Some of these meetings 
were attended by the chairperson 
and some by other representatives 
of the Mission Commission. 

5. Once the mission projects 
were selected and the approvals 
had been secured, the Mission 
Commission went to work and did 
what they had proposed. The trip, 
for example, was completed within 
four months of the approval by the 
Administrative Board. The projects 
were selected within a month of 
the pastor's presentation to the 
congregation. Money was sent to 
the projects within two months of 
its being raised. The intent of these 
actions was to let the congregation 
know that something positive was 
happening. 

As this church discovered, mis
sion is an exciting, if risky, reach
ing out to others. This church 
found that people elsewhere are 
loving, hard- working, human, 
and needy. The discovery was 
worth many times more than any 
cost to the church in time or 
money. o 

for projects, decided when and Douglas Johnson is Director of Research, 
how the money was to be raised for National Program Division, General Board 
the pastor's trip and the projects, of Global Ministries . 
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General Santos 

Manila, the capital city of the Philippines, lies on the northern island of Luzon. 
President Corazon Aquino still faces a Communist insurgency by the New 
People's Army, which controls much of the island of Mindanao in the south. 
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• 

Just over three hears after the 
overthrow of t e Ferdinand 
Marcos dictatorship, the Philifu-
pines is once again teeteri~ on t e 
edge of political disaster. is time 
it is Cory Aquino who is in trouble. 

The talk in Manila these dats is 
of the alarming "decline" of ory 
Aquino, once the unquestioned 
superstar of Philippine politics and 
the rage of the international demo-
cratic movement. 

"Her constituency is unraveling 
and the signs are visible to all," 
columnist Jerry Barican, one of 
Manila's leading political com-
mentators, says of the Philippine 
leader who not too long ago was 
honored with a Time magazine 
cover as "Woman of the Year'' and 
who generated enough adulation 
around the world to be nominated 
twice in a row for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

"She came into office," Barican 
notes in a harticularly scathing 
column, "wit no /ersonal vision 
of what she woul achieve, other 
than to remove Marcos and restore 
democracy." 

Echoing many other observers 
and commentators, both Filipinos 
and foreigners, he describes the 
Aquino government as a plodding, 
over-centralized and corrupt bu-
reaucracy that has utterly "failed to 
either encourage productive 
growth or to attack poverty." 

Mrs. Aquino's political unravel-
ing, notes Barican, is fairly across-
the-board and includes key sectors 
such as the business community 
and the middle classes that had 
formed the bulk of her original 
constituency, as well as the broad 
masses of heasants and workers 
that have ardly benefited from 
her three years in power. 

Not to be3.ored are the com-
munist gue · as and the Muslim 
secessionists who continue to pose 
a serious threat to the government 
in a number of regions around the 
country. Over the last few months, 
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What Ever Happened to People Power? 

these twin insurgencies have esca
lated terrorist activities in the coun
trysides and in the cities, including 
Metro-Manila itself. 

Harsh Judgment 
The nation's increasingly harsh 
judgment of Mrs. Aquino's falter
ing administration nas been re
flected in various polls that show 
the once-universally popular pres
ident running several places be
hind her own ministers of defense 
and labor. 

So widespread is the level of 
dissatisfaction that Manila's le
gions of journalists have all but 
abandoned their sticky-sweet 
honeymoon with the charming 
former housewife for a noticeably 
adversarial tone that eerily echoes 
the deep pessimism and bitterness 
that enshrouded the Marcos dicta
torship in its waning days some 
four years ago. 

The American and foreign press 
have, by and large, picked up this 
ominous shift in the president's 
popularity by indulging in spotty, 
if desultory coverage of such social 
ills as rising unemployment and 
labor unrest in the cities, rampant 
child prostitution in Manila and 
around U.S. military bases, recur
rent human rights abuses in rebel
infested areas, and widespread 
corruption among presidential rel
atives and friends. 

Although the administration's 
foreign friends, particularly those 
in the United States, maintain 
strong official support for Mrs. 
Aquino, there are already rum
blings on Capitol Hill about the 
embarrassing Philippine human 
rights record that, according to 
Amnesty International, represents 
no substantial improvement over 
that of the fallen Marcos regime. 

Washington Connection 
Stung by the unexpected ferocity of 
both domestic and international 
criticisms in recent months, Mrs. 

by Nelson A. Navarro 

President Aquino hosts press conference where she 
named 17 Cabinet ministers and released 33 political 
prisoners in her first full day in office. 

Aquino has scheduled a state visit 
to the United States in the latter 
part of this year. It will be the 
second such U.S. visit in three 
years, following the triumphal one 
that she made in late 1986, soon 
after taking power. 

Already some critics describe 
this visit as ill-advised, if not 
politically fatal to a president who 
needs to show some distance or 
independence from Washington. 
Complicating her image problem is 
her earlier cancellation of a long
sched uled visit to the Soviet 
Union, the other superpower that 
Marcos had once assiduously cul
tivated as a counterweight to the 
overwhelming American presence 
in the Philippines. 

In any case, her future U.S. visit 
is likely to focus attention on the 
country's human rights situation, a 
highly emotional issue that has 
often in the past tended to obscure 
the more substantial debates going 
on about the future of U.S. bases in 
the Philippines. 

Indeed, the bases issue is per
haps the one issue (apart from the 
economy) that could very well 
determine the survival or collapse 
of the Aquino regime in the turbu
lent months ahead. 

While Mrs. Aquino's oft-repeat
ed stance is to "keep my options 
open" on extending the lease of 
Oark and Subic bases beyond 
1991, there are indications that the 
Philippines has little choice but to 
agree to a compromise formula 
calling for "gradual withdrawal" in 
exchange for a substantial econom
ic assistance package. 

The outlines of a compromise 
packa$.e could well be similar to the 
one billion dollar deal for a five
year lease agreement that was once 
proposed by then-Secre tary of 
State Henry Kissinger during the 
Ford Administration . However, 
this prospective compromise runs 
smack against the fervent national
ist position, now heavily en-
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trenched in the Philippine Senate, elements in the one body that 
which calls for dismantling the ratifies whatever treaty she enters 
bases. into. More than three-fourths of 

Although the ruling Laban ng the 2~member upper chamber 
Demokratikong Pilipino (LDP) co- have committed themselves to an 
alition theoretically dominates anti-bases position. 
Congress, Mrs. Aquino's political The impasse over the bases issue 
flexibility appears heavily ham- puts threatening clouds over the 
strung by very vocal nationalist ambitious $10 billion "Mini-Mar-
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Young children are among the many 
squatters who live in the Tondo section 
of Manila , a slum where the main 
livelihood consists of scavaging for 
saleable materials amidst the refuse that 
these people call home. Some are lucky 
enough to earn about 70t a day from 
this enterprise. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

shall Plan" Mrs. Aquino's Ameri
can friends (notably Rep. Steve 
Solarz of Brooklyn and Sen. Ri
chard Lugar of Indiana) have tried 
to sell to a skeptical U.S. Congress, 
and to even less-enthusiastic 
donors in Japan and in Europe, as a 
massive economic plan to get the 
sputtering Philippine economy off 
the ground under the Aquino 
administration. 

Aquino critics have angrily de
nounced this package as a quid pro 
quo or a form of bribe to generate 
popular support and force the 
Philippine Senate to approve the 
extension of American base rights. 

High Stakes 
At stake in the gathering crisis is 
the future course of Philippine 
democracy, a badly tattered cause 
that was thought to have been 
literally rescued from oblivion by 
the "People Power" revolution of 
February, 1986 that swept Mrs. 
Aquino to power. 

In a sense, there has not been 
any real let-up of the explosive 
conflicts and problems that today 
bedevil the somewhat ragtag gov
ernment that Asia's lone female 
head of state has managed to put 
together from the debris of the 
Marcos dictatorship. 

Foremost among the daunting 
tasks confronting Mrs. Aquino is 
the government's continuing in
ability to reverse the economic 
disaster that befell the nation dur
ing the long Marcos years. With 
most of Asia experiencing un
paralleled economic growth over 
the last decade, the Philippines still 
finds itself in the humiliating posi
tion of being only slightly ahead of 
Bangladesh at the bottom of the 
region's economic pecking order. 
Hovering over the sbaky economy 
are political uncertainties that have 
tended to cast serious doubts on 
Mrs. Aquino's ability to last out her 
term to 1992. 

The early jockeying for the presi
dential elections has produced no 
less than five politicians, including 
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the Vice President, the Senate 
President, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the 
Secretary of National Defense pro
claiming themselves as Cory 
Aquino's logical successor. 

For her part, Mrs. Aquino has 
kept mum about her re-election 
plans, reiterating from time to time 
her standard disclaimer of any 
ambitions for a second term. 

For a virtual political novice who 
only stepped into electoral politics 
after the 1983 assassination of her 
husband, Mrs. Aquino has dis
played remarkable staying power 
as a national leader. She has faced 
down two major coup attempts by 
disgruntled military elements. 

Manila's influential pundits, 
however, remain unimpressed. A 
seemingly permanent atmosphere 
of uncertainty hangs over Mrs. 
Aquino's beleaguered administra
tion. Not a day passes without yet 
another expose of corruption or 
government incompetence . The 
question is no longer whether she 
will deliver or not deliver on her 
promises, but how long she will 
last. 

Coup rumors periodically sweep 
across the city's coffee shops and 
cocktail party circuits every time 
mass demonstrations or strikes are 
announced, and also whenever the 
president leaves for a foreign trip. 

Clearly, she faces even tougher 
challenges in the second half of her 
term. Whether or not she will find 
enough political will, to say noth
ing of the badly needed resources, 
to overcome the disastrous record 
of her first years in power remains 
to be seen. o 

Nelson A. Navarro, a former senior staff 
writer of the General Board of Global 
Ministries , is a free lance writer and New 
World Outlook correspondent based in 
Manila . 

The United 
Methodists 1n 
the Philippines 

United Methodist work in the Philippines today is 
focused on the critical areas of evangelism, Christian 
nurture, Christian stewardship, social involvement and 
ecumenical relations. 

With more than 160,000 members and 923 ministers, 
The United Methodist Church in the Philippines is one 
of the largest Protestant denominations in the heavily 
Roman Catholic nation. The Philippines is the only 
Asian nation with a Christian majority. 

Long active in education, medicine and social work, 
the church currently operates 12 schools, three hospitals 
and clinics, and nine dormitories and student centers. 

The United Methodist involvement began in 1898, 
when the Methodist Episcopal Church, South sent 
Arthur W. Prautch, a former missionary to India, to the 
Philippines for the purpose of beginning missionary 
work among Americans stationed in the recently 
acquired American colony following the 
Spanish-American War. 

In June 1898, following a visit by Bishop James 
Thoburn, then serving in India, a group of Filipinos 
urged Mr. Prautch to organize similar religious meetings 
for Filipinos. These meetings produced one of the most 
outstanding figures in Philippine religious history, the 
Rev. Nicolas Zamora, the first Filipino to be ordained a 
Protestant minister. 

From the very beginning, the fledgling church was 
deeply involved in healing ministry, the training of 
church workers, and the publication of materials for 
Christian nurture. 

These areas of work led to the establishment of 
outstanding institutions that survive to this very 
day-Mary Johnson Hospital, Harris Memorial College, 
and the Methodist Book Room. 

Organized in the Central Conference of The United 
Methodist Church in the U.S.A. , the Philippine church 
is divided into three episcopal areas: the Baguio 
Episcopal Area headed by Bishop Paul Locke 
Granadosin; the Manila Episcopal Area headed by 
Bishop Emerito Nacpil; and the Davao Episcopal Area 
under the leadership of Bishop Jose Gamboa, Jr. 

Presently, there are 1,115 local United Methodist 
congregations around the country. 

- Nelson A. Navarro 
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Congregation in Mdantsane, Ciskei . The Rev. Earnst Baertman is the pastor. 

(Editor's Note: Each year, the West
ern Pennsylvania Conference of The 
United Methodist Church sponsors 
two conference representatives as 
"Mission Ambassadors" to mission 
areas of the world designated by the 
National Council of Churches for 
special study during that particular 
year. Last year, the Rev. Nelson 
Thomas Thayer, pastor of Weis Library 
United Methodist Church in Fairview, 
Pennsylvania, and the Rev. Walter 
Patton, pastor of Homestead United 
Methodist Church in suburban Pitts
burgh, visited local churches in South 
Afr ica and Namibia and shared the 
witness of brothers and sisters in the 
fa ith in those beleaguered nations of 
Southern Africa. 

The following article, based partially 
on his report to the Mission Ambassa
dor Committee of the conference Board 
of Missions, was edited for this publi
cation.) 

The Reverend Hamilton Mvume 
Dandala would not fit most 
Americans' stereotype of a South 
African Black. Sitting in the pan
eled office of the Methodist Church 
of Southern Africa Mission De
partment, I learned why Mr. Dan
dala had been elevated to the 
position of General Secretary. He 
was articulate, insightful, and im
maculately professional. One 
could easily imagine him as a bank 
manager, a corporate executive, or 
a successful entrepreneur. 

Yet, it was not his appearance 
that impressed the memory of 
Mvume Dandala indelibly into my 
mind. It was his testimony of faith. 
Detained and tortured for his anti
apartheid activity as a youth, Mr. 
Dandala had discovered that faith 
supplies the personal strength and 
integrity needed to overcome op
pression. Faith sets people free. As 
he gave witness to his faith, I began 
to understand more clearly why 
the church had sent me to South
ern Africa. 
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The Rev. Walter Patton, pastor 
of the Homestead United Method
ist Church in suburban Pittsburgh, 
and I spent five weeks, during May 
and June 1988, touring Namibia 
and the Republic of South Africa. 
Sent by the Western Pennsylvania 
Conference Board of Missions, our 
task was to observe and experience 
as much of the Methodist Church 
of Southern Africa (MCSA) as our 
time there would allow. We toured 
remote mission stations in bush 
territory, met with denominational 
officials, argued late into the night 
with Afrikaners in their homes, 
served communion to a congrega
tion celebrating the release of a 
youth from detention, worried 
about poisonous snakes as we 
waded through tall grass in a 
homeland, and spent sleep-dis
turbed nights with pastors in the 
townships . 

The many experiences of that 
journey brought to life the anguish 
and fear, the hopes and faith of our 
fellow Methodist Christians in 
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by Nelson Thomas Thayer 

South Africa. I wish it were possi
ble to share all of the words of 
witness and hurt, all of the moving 
worship services, all of the feel
ings. Many statements I heard 
were worthy of repetition. But 
those that follow stand out as being 
particularly informative. 

I went to South Africa and 
Namibia with a question in my 
mind: "What would Methodists 
there have to say to The United 
Methodist Church in America?" 
These are some of the answers I 
received. 

"Peace Church" Proposal 
Reverend Jimmy Palos said , 
"Don' t be afraid to get involved; to 
take a stand. Even if it costs you 
dearly, there is no other way to be 
faithful or to make a difference." 

Jimmy Palos should know! As 
pastor of the Central Methodist 
Church in Windhoek, Namibia, he 
had encountered much opposition 
for his stand against apartheid. 
When we met in May, 1988, Rev. 

Palos was smarting from the loss of 
nearly one-quarter of the White 
membership of his congregation. 
Pickets regularly marched on the 
sidewalk outside his church as 
parishioners arrived for worship, 
and handbills denouncing the 
Methodist Church were common
place in Windhoek. 

What had occasioned this hostile 
controversy? The answer could be 
found in a study document then 
being considered by MCSA 
churches. Commonly known as 
the "Peace Church" proposal, this 
document suggested that Method
ists adopt a non-violent stance in 
response to the growing violence 
of South African society. Among 
other things, this would mean that 
MCSA youth could claim denomi
national support when they sought 
conscientious objector status (all 
White males are required to serve 
two years in the South African 
Defense Force). 

In those days rrior to its rejection 
by the annua conference, the 
"Peace Church" document was 
generating much hostility, espe
cially for pastors like Jimmy Palos, 
who strongly supported its pro
posals. Within the church, debate 
was heated but fairly civil. On the 
one hand, some Black leaders 
rejected the proposal because 
South Africans often consider vio
lent actions to be self-defensive 
responses to the systemic violence 
of apartheid. On the other hand, 
some White leaders rejected the 
document on the grounds of patri
otism and anti-communism. 

But beyond the church debate, 
there raged a more vicious battle. 
On Palm Sunday evening, the 
South African Broadcasting Cor
poration (SABC) , a state-con
trolled broadcast monopoly, car
ried an hour- long attack on the 
"communist infiltration" of the 

MCSA, usin~ the "Peace Church" 
proposal as its primary evidence. 
Jimmy Palos and some other sup
porters of the proposal found 
themselves being slandered by a 
?,overnment, which labeled them 
'traitors" and "communists" for 

advocating peace-the cessation of 
violence! 

The strong negative reaction to 
the "Peace Church" proposal was 
ironic. A study document, de
si~ed to encourage dialogue, had 
elicited a reaction that showed the 
extent and force of the violence it 
sought to address. Many South 
Africans pride themselves in the 
way they counter all opposition 
with kradadigheit (" toughness" ). 
With the "Peace Church" propos
al, the MCSA was suggesting that 
perhaps the followers of Jesus 
Christ have a different response to 
dissenting opinion. It was this 
suggestion that reconciliation, ne
gotiation and non-violent con
frontation might be the way of 
Christ, which earned for the au
thors the label "communist." 

In the face of such opposition, 
Jimmy Palos learned much about 
witnessing. He said, "Don' t be 
afraid to get involved, to take a 
stand." It is said that the price for 
taking a stand is great, and many 
have cautioned that a church 
which alienates its followers by 
becoming controversial leads no 
one. But Jimmy Palos countered in 
a truly prophetic fashion , " A 
church that fails to challenge its 
membership to ~ow closer to the 
likeness of Christ also leads no 
one!" 

Boycott Spurs Attack 
John Lewis would be very uncom
fortable with Jimmy Palos' advice. 
Then the acting chairperson of 
South Africa's Queenstown Dis
trict, the Rev. Mr. Lewis knew 
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"A church that fails 
to challenge its 
membership to 
grow closer to the 
likeness of Christ 
also leads no one!" 

what it meantto be caught between pulpit. "You can still go there and 
strongly conflicting forces. His dis- see the bullet-riddled wood," said 
trict included churches in the des- John Lewis. "But you will not find 
perately poor, Black Ciskei "home- an official record of the event. Our 
land," as well as in the staunchly call for a public investigation was 
pro-apartheid White Afrikaner quietly ignored. We were told 
towns of the Eastern Cape Prov- months later that an inquest had 
ince. Mr. Lewis had tried to be a cleared the soldiers of all blame, 
pastor on both sides of an ap- and no cause was found for crimi-
parently irreconcilable gulf. nal prosecution." 

One evening after dinner, he "But these are not the only 
shared his struggle with us. Mr. victims of apartheid," Mr. Lewis 
Lewis told of an incident that had argued. "Not long after that inci
occurred at a Queenstown Meth- dent, I counseled a young white 
odist Church in November, 1985. man who had just completed his 
Black leaders had gathered to dis- twcr-year military service. He had 
cuss negotiating an end to the fought in the 'border war' and was 
nine-month boycott of White busi- having a terrible time with his 
nesses. In a limited sense, the conscience. He described cruel acts 
boycott had succeeded: the city in which he had participated as a 
was in turmoil, several shopkeep- soldier, and he was asking me how 
ers had gone bankrupt, and Black to find forgiveness." Apartheid 
economic impact might had been inflicts universal pain. 
demonstrated. Yet, further boy- John Lewis' pastoral concern for 
cotts appeared to offer little prom- all racial groups led him to reject 
ise of future benefit. Violence had any style of ministry that equates 
escalated, tempers were heated, prophecy with alienation. He 
and suffering had grown more feared that his church was in 
acute in the Black community. The danger of losing its identity in the 
time seemed right for negotiation. crusade against apartheid. He ex-

As the leaders met in the Meth- pressed this by referring to a book 
odist church to discuss strategies about "Christian anarchy" that he 
for negotiation, two armored per- was reading. "All of the structures 
sonnef transports (known in the created by humanity are provi
township as "hippos" or kaspirs) sional," the Rev. Lewis pro
arrived on the scene. -Using a claimed. "Yet, they all lay claim to 
megaphone, armed soldiers or- our ultimate allegiance. If Chris
dered the people to leave the tians do not distance themselves 
church. But when the front doors adequately from the 'archys' (from 
were opened, tear gas was lobbed monarchy to hierarchy), we will 
into the building. Panic ensued. not be able to speak prophetically 
The crowd rushed to exit through to them when the occasion arises." 
another door near the chancel. It Properly speaking, John Lewis 
was then that the troops opened insists, "Christians are 'an-ar
fire at close range. chists.' That is, we refuse to elevate 

Newspapers reported that ele- any ideology above our dynamic 
ven people died that day, but relationship to God. We do not 
eyewitness estimates were much purport capitalism or socialism. 
higher. One man was killed by We are not apostles of nationalism 
shots fired through the church or marxism or the anti-apartheid 
windows as he cowered near the cause. We hold all ideologies in 
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suspicion, lest we become captive 
to them." "All methodologies are 
suspect," he added, "except the 
gospel of Jesus Christ!" 

John Lewis had a clear message 
for the American church: "Chris
tians cannot be measured by what 
they are against. We must be 
measured by what we are for. We 
are for God. We are for a positive 
and transforming faith that creates 
a discernible change in a person's 
life. This is the only truth the 
church has to offer. Other ideolo
gies are mundane in their similar
ity: the extreme 'left' being but a 
mirror image of the extreme 'right.' 
Only under Christ do we find 
something new, redemptive and 
fresh. It is this redeeming grace 
that the church must preach first 
and foremost in every situation." 

Express Outrage 
The strong neck of the Rev. Alan 
Brews would turn red if he heard 
John Lewis' analysis of the 
church's role in South Africa. As an 
outspoken pastor and author, he 
has frequently been accused of 
"mixing politics with religion," a 
charge he found laughable. 
"Where do you find an ideological
ly-free Christianity?" he asked. 
"We cannot exist without an ideo
logical framework. We must have 
an economics, a politics, a form of 
government. But, as Christians we 
are critical of these even while we 
participate in them. We choose 
them deliberately and carefully. 
And when they fail us, we aban
don them." 

In a sense, John Lewis and Alan 
Brews said the same thing. The 
difference between them was Mr. 
Brews' willingness to antagonize 
the present structure of apartheid 
in the name of Christ. Nowhere 
was this clearer than on the bronze 
plaque which greeted those who 

-



Top: Central Methodist Church in 
Windhoek, Namibia . The Rev. Jimmy 
Palos is the pastor. 

Bottom: These children live in 
Kauango, Namibia . 

passed by his church on Buiten
kant Street in Capetown. On the 
wall facing the Provincial Head
quarters of the South Africa Police 
were these words: "ALL WHO 
PASS BY: Remember with shame 
the many thousands of people who 
lived for generations in District Six 
and other parts of this city, and 
were forced by law to leave their 
homes because of the colour of 
their skins. FATHER, FORGIVE 
us .... " 

The expression of outrage was 
an act of ministry for Alan Brews, 
for he was the Methodist pastor to 
the people of District Six. In 1966, 
then Cabinet Minister P. W. Botha 
declared a large "Coloured" resi
dential area of Capetown-District 
Six-to be a "White area." The 
residents were ordered to vacate 
their homes, but they refused. 
After many years of struggle, the 
government finally succeeded in 
resettling the "Coloureds" to an 
outlying township called Mitchell's 
Plain. All houses in District Six 
were bulldozed, supposedly to 
make way for White development. 
But the churches were left intact by 
a "Christian" government. Today 
a large undeveloped area of open 
ground lies in the heart of Cape
town, dotted with the churches of 
various denominations. 

As an act of communal solidari
ty, residents of Mitchell's Plain still 
return to their District Six churches 
each Sunday . These were the 
members of Alan Brews' congre
gation, although Buitenkant Street 
Methodist Church was located sev
eral blocks from the open fields . 
The church provides a variety of 
ministries to the children of dis
placed people: from child care to 
literacy training; from the rehabili
tation of angry, homeless, street 
youths to a feeding program that 
supplies what is often a child's only 
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Good Hope Church in the Ciskei "Homeland. " 

daily meal. 
Out of this harsh environment 

Alan Brews spoke words that 
frightened many hearers. He was 
"radical," in the sense that he 
wanted to address the root causes 
of the problem. Cosmetic change 
angers him-as does any with
draw al from the fight. Fellow 
White preachers who envision "a 
bloodless revolution" drive him to 
distraction. "How dare we talk 
about a 'bloodless revolution,' " he 
exploded! "How dare we not see 
the blood that has already been 
shed! Do we not recognize the 
violence of forced resettlement and 
the homelands? There are no non
violent options in a situation that is 
already violent! The best we can do 
is minimize the violence that is 
occurring already." 

Appealing to South Africa and 
America alike, Alan Brews begged 
the church for latitude. "What 
we've been doing obviously hasn't 
worked," he said. "Allow us the 
freedom to create newratterns-to 
explore new forms o democracy 
and economic development. Per
haps the new synthesis we discov
er will be a benefit to all the world's 
people." 

Call Apartheid Sin 
A truly remarkable man presides 
over this broadly diverse, interra
cial body of Methodists. Bishop 
Mmutlanyane Stanley Mogoba, 
known almost universally as 
"Stanley," has proved himself to 
be a man of profound faith and 
diplomacy. Church leaders fondly 
explain the meaning of his African 
first name, which translates "little 
rabbit." "He is as alert as the little 
rabbits of the South African veld as 
they take their chances in their 
quest to live for another day," I was 
told. "It is a quality needed in a 
leader who sees hope where others 
see hopelessness, who calls for 
mediation where others desire 
alienation, and who seeks reconcil
iation in the land of apartheid." 

Bishop Mogoba knew apartheid 
from the "inside." Trained as a 
public school teacher, he shared 
the fate of another famous South 
African Methodist, Nelson Man
della. He had been imprisoned on 
the infamous Robben Island for 
anti-apartheid activity. There, in 
solitary confinement, he gave him
self completely to God and began 
to pursue a new course for attain
ing freedom and justice. It was 
nothing short of ridiculous that his 
critics 1abeled him "a friend of 
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apartheid" because he called for 
reconciliation and "collective 
mediatorship." 

"What we are really quarreling 
about is methodology," Bisho~ 
Mogoba admonished. "Don t 
allow anyone to shift the topic of 
discussion away from the need for 
change onto questions of method
olo?!cal effectiveness. Specifical
ly,' he argued, "this applies to the 
whole question of sanctions." 

"I am not convinced that sanc
tions are the most effective tool that 
we have at our disposal. " When 
my United Methodist eyebrows 
betrayed my shock at this state
ment, Bishop Mogoba continued. 
"Why do you insist on attacking 
this government where it is strong
est? They are not vulnerable to 
frontal assault on their military or 
economic strength. At best, sanc
tions have a nuisance value-and 
they have raised the level of aware
ness in the international communi
ty. But much more is needed." 

According to Stanley Mogoba, 
both a moral and a tactical danger 
haunts the debate about sanctions. 
"We're allowing the onus of re
sponsibility to be shifted. Instead 
of holding South Africa responsi
ble for cleaning up its self~eated 
apartheid mess, the church is get-
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ting forced into a defensive posture 
over sanctions. All someone has to 
say is, 'You're being hypocritical by 
hurting the Blacks with sanctions,' 
and .th.e whole force of the anti
apartheid statement made by 
sanctions is lost. The burden of 
proof has been shifted-and now it 
rests on the church, when it prop
erly belon~s on those who enforce 
apartheid. ' 

"Is it not enough to say that 
wrong is wrong?" the bishop con
tinued. "Is it too little for the 
church to attack South Africa 
where it is absolutely defense
less-in the soft underbelly of its 
moral wrongness for perpetuating 
apartheid?" Bishop Mogoba be
lieves that the international church 
has made a profound impact upon 
White South Africa in declaring 
apartheid to be a sin, in denounc
ing the government's police-state 
tactics, and in proclaiming that 
God cares very deeply for the 
impoverished and oppressed vic
tims of apartheid. It borders on 
immorality for the church to 
surrender this high calling of 
prophecy. 

Stanley Mogoba ' s word for 
American Christians is a word of 
warning. "Don't lose sight of the 
enemy in your struggle to address 
apartheid. The issue is the sin of 
apartheid, not the relative merits or 
cfemerits of the various methods of 
addressing it. " It is a word that 
needs to be heard: both in the 
MCSA and in the UMC! 

"Christians cannot 
be measured by 
what they are 
against. We must 
be measured by 
what we are for ." 

Stand With Us 
I was glad that each of these 
encounters was behind me when I 
met Mvume Dandala in Johannes
burg. Pastors of every persuasion 
had commended him to us as one 
whom they trusted and admired. I 
soon understood why. 

When he told us, "Tell your 
people not to just send money," I 
began to wonder if he was truly a 
denominational executive. "Our 
problem requires more than just 
money," he explained. " Our peo
ple have been robbed of their 
humanity, and it must be restored 
to them. For generations, Whites 
have referred to Blacks as swart 
gevaar: 'black danger!' This attitude 
of distrust and fear, with its corre
sponding policy of separation, has 
had a deep and lasting impact on 
the people. Black pastors are re
jected when they step into 'White' 
pulpits, and White pastors are 
intimidated when asked to preach 
before Blacks. Each feels an enor
mous pressure of sharing the gos
pel with relevance when placed in 
such situations." 

"But the pressure created by 
Christian snaring is a creat ive 
pressure," Mr. Dandala said, "one 
that results in soul-searching and 
growth. We've discovered that the 
greatest opportunity we can offer 
persons is the chance to relate to 
God and to others as full human 
beings. The best way to liberate a 
man is to help him in his process of 
liberating himself. That' s why I 

say, 'don't just send money.' What 
we need from the 'outside' world is 
someone to be in partnership with 
us-someone to help us develop 
our humanity and to encourage us 
to be the whole children of God 
that we know we can be." 

I came as close as possible to an 
answer for my question that after
noon, "What would the Method
ists of South Africa say to the 
American United Method ist 
Church?" They would say: "Stand 
with us . Pray with us . Fight the sin 
that oppresses us . Enjoin us in 
dialogue . Encourage congrega
tions and churches to form link
ages nourished by letter-writing 
and, where possible, visits. Help 
with financial support of our mis
sions. And, perhaps most impor
tantly, respect us as Christians 
who have much to offer in return 
for your involvement." 

Mvume Dandala knew that it is 
faith which sets people free . He 
also knew that faith grows when it 
is proclaimed and shared within 
the Body of Christ. That is why he 
could so accurately and succinctly 
summarize the Christian response 
to apartheid in one word: Partner
ship. We are called to be partners 
with South Africa and Namibia in 
prayer, in faith, and in mission. o 
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Taking Action 
forEgual 
Eillployillent 
Opportunity 
by Maurice E. Culver 

"Outrageous," said one. "It was 
awful," said another. Those were 
just two reactions from national 
Project Equality board members 
regarding the January 23rd U.S. 
Supreme Court decision which 
struck down a Richmond, Virginia 
law requiring 30 percent of public 
works funds go to minority-owned 
construction companies. 

Barbara Thompson, General Sec
retary of the United Methodist 
Commission on Religion and Race 
and chairperson of the national 
board of Project Equality, said that 
" this decision is a result of the 
Reagan-packed court. I am con
cerned that people in the church 
may see this as a reason to pull back 
on our affirmative action efforts. 
This decision calls for the church to 
take renewed leadershi,P to sup
port affirmative action.' 

This and several other more 
recent decisions by the Supreme 
Court have raised some important 
questions. Is affirmative action 
needed today? What is the role of 
the church and its members with 
regard to justice and equality 
today? How is Project Equality 
addressing these issues? 

Need for Affirmative Action 
Recently, Ann McLaughlin, the 
Secretary of Labor in the Reagan 
Administration, and Elizabeth 
Dole, Secretary of Labor for the 
Bush Administration, have both 
been quoted as indicating the need 
for affirmative action. They have 
based their opinion on reliable 
predictions that the new entrants 
to the labor force in the next decade 
overwhelmingly will be composed 
of women, racial ethnics, and im-

New York governor Mario Cuomo 
(center), Project Equality executive 
director Maurice Culver (left), and 
New York project director Betty Olive 
(right) listen to a question during 
Project Equality's Conference on 
Solutions for the '80s, held at the 
beginning of the decade. 

migrants. Unless employers are 
prepared in the future to welcome 
those who have historically en
countered discrimination, includ
ing persons with handicapping 
conditions and older workers, sucfi. 
persons will continue to have diffi
culty finding jobs. 

In a 1988 General Conference 
resolution on affirmative action, 
The United Methodist Church 
stated that "affirmative action has 
been proven to have a significant 
impact on opening opportunities 
and increasing the participation of 
racial and ethnic minority persons, 
women, and persons with handi
capping conditions in employment 
and educational settings." Affir
mative action was defined as 
"measurable efforts by employers 
and educational institutions to hire 
and admit those who have tradi-

ti OJ 
j 

ici2 
me 
nw 
SOI 

or 
qu; 
job 
in 
plo 

J 

pla 
ess 
PC! 
rec 
ne1 
tru 

i~ 
u 
tio 
rec 
de 
tee 
!hi 

h~ 
~; 
mE 
siv 

efl 
to 
W( 
an 
sir 
ar1 
dr 
ha 
je( 
or 
ca 
of 
th 
la1 
jol 
W1 
pa 
IC! 



tionally b n dud d. " 
Affirmativ action ha b n crit

iciz d by om per on be a us 
most effective program stabli h 
numerical goals to b a hi v d . In 
some cas s, those num rical goal 
or quotas have ov rridd n basi 
qualifications requir d to do th 
job. Such actions fr qu ntly r ult 
in failure for employer and m
ployee alik . 

Affirmative action does not re
place the establishm nt f ba ic or 
essential r quirem nts of a job 
position. But it does add additional 
recruitment or training compo
nents to the employm nt proc s 
that enabl s the employ r to find 
qualified persons and/or assists 
them to b effective on th job. Th 
United Methodist Church r olu
tion stated that affirmative action 
recognizes the need to broaden th 
definition of compensatory, pro
tective and pr ferential program 
that now exist in our soci ~ wher 
preferential treatm nt traditionally 
has been giv n to non- minority 
groups ancf white mal sin particu
far. Affirmative action is a manag -
ment plan to achi ve a mor inclu
sive work force or enr llment. 

One of the key 1 m nts of an 
effectiv affirmative action plan i 
to evaluate an employer's curr nt 
workforce by job cat gory, race, 
and sex, and compar that data t 
similar demographic data of th 
area from which th labor fore i 
drawn. One excellent plan that I 
have reviewed establish s an ob
jective for th percentages of min
oriti s or women for ach major job 
category, based on th p rcenta$ 
of minorities and women found in 

th d mographic data of the popu
lation of tfie community. Wh r v r 
job categories show a deficiency in 
work force r pres ntation com
pared to community demograph
ics, additional affirmativ action 

The United 

Methodist 

Church has 

a clear 

position on 

affirmative 

action. 

are required. 
The next step is to car fully 

review and d velop r cruitm nt 
sources to insur that all pot ntial 
employees will r c iv information 
about job openings. Where racial 
ethnics are not w ll- represent d, 
minority m dia, organization , 
and church s should r ceiv an
nouncements of job listings. 
Where women ar under- repr -
sented, women's organization 
and media n ed to b n tified. In 
addition, appropriate rehabilita
tion agencies and organization 
should be contacted that will r acp 
older workers and per ons with 
handicapping conditions. 

When application ar r c ived, 
the selection pr ces ne ds to b 
reviewed to en ur that all person 
will receiv equal con id ration . 
Job descriptions need to b writt n 
to identify ess ntial requirements . 
Desirable characteristics may b 
included, but should not b u ed to 
screen out potential apelicant 
who can perform the job. 1 raining 
in equal employment also may b 
needed for per on intervi wing 
candidates. 

WhiJ affirmativ action i oft n 
considered "prefer ntial" to min
orities and worn n, it is d sign d t 
overcome the historic pr ferenc 
our society has provided for whit 
males . Affirmative action imply 
balances th scales in th int r t of 
justice and equality. 

Role of the Church 
Th 1988 G n ral Conf r n r 
lution call don Unit d M th di t 
individually and s ongr gation 
to: 

1. Forthrightly and cl arly af
firm th ir urp rt f affirmativ 
action legislation and pr gram ; 

2 . Continue to provid a 
much- ne ded rol m d 1 f r 
other in oci ty by affirmin&, 
str ngthening, and pra ticing th 11' 

own affirmativ a tion p lici ; 
and 

3. Activ ly upp rt hur h- r -
lated program 
Equality, which k t upp rt 
equal opportunity and t prom t 
an inclusiv ci ty. 

In additi n, th G n ral nf r-
nce r · oluti n mandat d int n

tional impl m ntation of affirma
tiv action programs and pro -
dures in g n ral chur h b ard: and 
ag ncies, church- r lat d in titu
tions, annual confer n , di -
tricts, and local church s. T fulfill 
that mandate, the r soluti n call d 
on the Gen ral Commi i n on 
Religi n and Race and th Statu 
and Role of Worn n, along with 
Project Equality, to m nitor and 
provide as i tanc to Unit d M th
odist agenci s and institution in 
affirmativ acti n pr gram and 
pr cess s o thatTh United M th
odi t Church might provid l ad r
ship toward r aching th goal f 
more inclusiv oci ty . 



have persons on their human re
so'µrces staff with specific responsi
bility for equal employment oppor
tunity and affirmative action, most 
religious agencies and institutions 
~nd local congregations do not 
h§ve such staff persons, and may 
hot .even have a personnel director. 
~roject Equality provides a special
ized ministry of consultant re
i;ources available to member orga
nizations for the development of 
~ffirinative action plans, the review 
a,nd monitoring of current person
nel practices and patterns, and 
tra~g for managers and supervi
sors in Equal Employment Oppor
tunity requirements and affirma
tive action processes. 

Last year, Project Equality staff 
assisted one major United Method
ist agency in rewriting its affirma
tive action policy plan. In addition, 
church-related institutions in three 
annual conferences received 
Project Equality reviews with rec
ommendations on employment, 
purchasing, and service programs 
to assist them in becoming more 
inclusive within their service area. 

A second major area in which 
Project Equality provides assist
ance to the church (including na
tional agencies, church-related in
stitutions, congregations,and indi
viduals) is purchasing. Project 
Equality was originally established 
to enable the church to change 
"words into deeds" by purchasing 
goods and services from suppliers 
ancJ providers who have a commit
ment to practice and achieve equal 
employment opportunity. 

The 1989 Project Equality Buyer's 
Guide was published in February. 
Over 2,000 major corporations, 
small businesses, religious and 
other non-profit institutions that 
have filed acceptable work force 
commitments and reports with 
Project Equality are included in 

"Affirmative action 
is a management 
plan to achieve a 
more inclusive 
work force or 
enrollment." 

alphabetical and classified listings. 
Most employers are listed as a 
result of the efforts of Project 
Equality members to motivate and 
encourage them to seek validation 
of their equal employment pro
grams. 

In 1987, the Northern Illinois 
Conference notified Compaq 
Computer Corporation that they 
would be unable to purchase addi
tional equipment from them be
cause the company was unwilling 
to provide Equal Employment Op
portunity information for valida
tion by Project Equality (although 
efforts were made for several 
months both by the Conference 
and by Project Equality). The fol
lowing year, Compaq changed its 
position after the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) indicated that it also 
would not be able to purchase from 
the company and following a lun
cheon meeting between a Houston 
Presbyterian pastor and the presi
dent of Compaq, who is an elder in 
the church. 

Thus Project Equality enables 
persons in many congregations 
and religious organizations to act 
together for justice and equality. 
Hotels, for example, used by the 
General Conference were re
viewed on-site by Project Equality 
staff. Reviews of Kansas City 
hotels are now being completed 

34 (210) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1989 

Equal employment opportunities is very 
important to workers such as this crew 
at Asbury United Methodist Church. 
Realizing the importance of fair 
employment practices, many 
denominations have joined Project 
Equality. 

prior to the selection of accommo
dations to be used by the United 
Methodist Women General As
sembly and the National Education 
Association (NEA) Convention in 
1990. 

Recently, the Washington, DC 
Project Equality office received a 
phone call from a hotel that had 
refused the request to be reviewed 
by Project Equality staff. Now the 
hotel was asking for a Project 
Equality review and an equal em
ployment opportunity rating. It 
seems that the National Education 
Association had removed the hotel 
from the approved listing for con
vention delegates, and the hotel 
management was concerned that 
other organizations might follow 
the NEA example. 

The United Methodist Church 
has a clear position on equal em
ployment opportunity and affir
mative action, and Project Equality 
enables church agencies, institu
tions, congregations, and individ
uals to implement that official 
position. Thus United Methodist 
resources can be used to foster 
justice and equality regardless of 
decisions by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. o 
Maurice E. Culver is a United Method
ist minister and national executive 
director of Project Equality, headquar
tered in Kansas City, MO. 

• I 



• ..... • -· • WA I ~U ftl:.ALI ft .......... ....,, •• 

37 Million 
People Left Out 
Charles E. Cole 

If you went to a United Methodist 
annual conference this year, you 
almost certainly heard about one 
health problem that is concerning 
preachers, bishops, and everyone 
else involved in paying the 
church's bills: rising costs of health 
insurance premiums. 

Although conferences often pay 
for health insurance for the clergy, 
insurance for spouses and mem
bers of the family must be paid 
from the preacher's own salary. 
Ahd in some conferences preach
ers are having to pay more than 
$200 a month in premiums. The 
deductible amount has gone as 
high as $500-meaning that one 
would have to incur expenses 
higher than that during the year to 
receive any reimbursements. 

Clergy may take. their concerns 
to their congregations, and per
haps the entire church will become 
more aware of a problem that is 
affecting 37 million people all over 
the country. This number is the 
estimate given by the Emfloyee 
Benefit Research Institute o those 
who were medically uninsured in 
1986. 

Of those 37 million, about 11 
million live below the poverty 
level, according to Dr. Harold P. 
Freeman, president of the Ameri
can Cancer Society and a promi
nent New York physician. 

If you are uninsured, you are 
going to have trouble when you go 
to the doctor or the hospital. The 
first question asked in tnost places 
where health services are offered 
is: how will you pay for this bill? 

And if you are not working, or 
working at a low- paying job, it is 
not ordinarily enough to say you 
will pay for the bill yourself. 

People who have been labeled 
both liberal and conservative are· 
alarmed over the rising costs of 
health insurance. Consider this 
statement from Robert E. Mercer, 
former chairman of the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company: 

"I never thought I would be in 
favor of a government health poli
cy, but there are things that gov
ernment must do. We have to 
spread the burden." 

Or how about this statement 
from Stuart M. Butler and Edmond 
F. Haislmaier, who works for the 
American Enterprise Institute: 

"Many Americans understand
ably feel there is something funda
mentally wrong when, in a country 
as rich as the U.S. , there are so 
many citizens who lack access to 
affordable health care." 

Clearly lack of insurance, and 
under-insurance has been a major 
social problem. There are several 
proposals circulating that address 
this problem. 

• The Ford Foundation has 
called for $29 billion in new federal 
spending for a "life-cycle ap
proach" to health care that would 
cover insurance for everything 
from prenatal care to long-term 
insurance for the elderly. Although 
economist Douglas J. Besharov has 
called this proposal "so expensive 
that it's not even on the table," 
others see it as a valuable proposal 
in describing the various elements 
that need to be included in a 
comprehensive plan. 

• The American Medical Asso
ciation has recommended that 
businesses provide health insur
ance coverage for their employees, 
Medicaid be expanded, and uni
form malpractice reforms be insti-

tuted. The AMA is not opposed in 
principle to universal access nor to 
the government as a partner in 
providing it. 

• Butler and Haislmaier pro
pose a complicated mixture of 
public and private funds, arguing 
that if individuals paid premiums 
directly several would be more 
cost-conscious and therefore cut 
down on the continual rise in 
health costs. 

• The Canadian health plan is 
seen as a model by some, because it 
provides universal coverage and 
yet gives users the right to choose 
their own doctors and hospitals. 
Others, particularly the AMA, crit
icize the Canadian system for lag
ging in providing major medical 
technologies and creating delays in 
surgical and medical procedures. 

Congress is at work on this issue. 
A. U.S. Bipartisan Commission on 
Comprehensive Health Care began 
hearings late this spring. At its first 
meeting in St. Louis Park, Minne
sota, a mother, Sue Stevens, testi
fied about her problems when she 
could not get medical insurance for 
asthma and other allergies for her 
family: 

"I've worked hard to make a 
good life for me and Jennifer," she 
said, referring to her twelve year 
old daughter. "I don't know how 
much longer I can go on each day 
wondering if our health care prob
lems are going to drag us down." 

Dr. Louis Sullivan, the secretary 
for U.S. Health and Human Serv
ices, said in June that while U.S. 
per capita expenditures for health 
care are the highest in the world, 
our infant mortality rate is 10.4 per 
thousand live births-nineteenth 
among industrialized countries. 

The church needs to see that 
health insurance is maintained at a 
reasonable cost for clergy, diaconal 
ministers, and lay professionals 
who are employed by the church. 

A proposal will go to the 1992 
General Conference on an insur
ance plan for church professionals, 
but the U.S. government will prob
ably act by 1991 on the 37 million. 

We need to be equally concerned 
about the many people in our 
country who have no insurance or 
insufficient coverage. o 
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Books 
Awaken the Giant: 28 Prescrip
tions for Reviving The United 
Methodist Church 
by James W. Holsinger, Jr . and Evelyn 
Laycock 
Abingdon Press, 1989, 170 pp. $6.95 

The authors are eminently qualified 
and concerned United Methodist lay
persons who have written a fascinating 
book calling for The United Methodist 
Church to awaken and unleash its 
potential. 

The subject is one that is of deep 
concern to United Methodist leaders 
throughout the denomination. Others 
have addressed it in books such as 
Rekindling the Flame by William H. 
Willimon and Robert L Wilson, ahd 
Bishop Richard B. Wilke's And Are We 
Yet Alive? 

( Two Lay Leaders Speak Out ) 

Awaken 
Gllnt 

28 Prescriptions for Reviving 
The United Methodist Church 

JamesW Holsinger, Jr: 
Evelyn Laycock 

Holsinger and Laycock have written 
what I consider to be a balanced 
discourse on the responsibilities and 
accountability of both ordained clergy 
and laity;The first chapter provides the "awaken the giant." The ordained 
statistical data to acquaint readers with clergy constitute a pivotal point in 
the seriousness of the problem of spir~tual development, but they also 
declining membership and the fact that hold the key to lay leader development 
this situation has not occurred over- by helping to establish the climate for 
night, but over a period of 40 years. Christian education in each local 
The point is made that United Method- church. The authors make the same 
ists have expended energy in mergers cogent arguments regarding rewards, 
and subsequent structural matters to seniority, and the appointive system 
the detriment of the mission of the for clergy. I resonate to the idea that 
church. The following chapters build there is a need "to establish useful 
on this data and kept this reader mechanisms for dealing with incom
fascinated, even though at times I petent ordained ministers" that will 
disagreed with the authors' points of permit graceful opportunity to leave 
view. the United Methodist ministry. To 

There are .five words or themes that balance this chapter on ministerial 
are the essence of the book---educa- competence, the authors outline how 
tion, evangelism, competence, respon- the faity must awaken to their respon
sibility, and accountability. These sibilities in Chapter 8. It is an impera
words lead us to the 28 prescriptions tive that laity and ordained clergy view 
for change listed by the authors in ·themselves as partners in this ministry 
chapter nine. of all believers. 

First, education and evangelism The prescriptions for The United 
strike at the heart of the mission and Methodist Church range from very 
ministty of the church. The point is practical reminders of our mission to 
made that after the 1968 union these those which may seem quite radical tu 
two areas were relegated to section some. Those that could be considered 
status in the Division of Nurture. As a to represent the biggest, and therefore 
result of this structural decision, the most radical, changes include: 1) abol
authors say, funds distributed to these ish the guaranteed appointment sys
two key areas have steadily declined. tern for ordained ministers; 2) evaluate 
Further, they reveal that during the the clergy; 3) divide the General Board 
1949-52 quadrennium, 5.08 percent of of Discipleship, r~reating the Gener
the funds for general causes were al Boards of Education and Evangel
expended by education and evangel- ism; 4) build or develop headquarters 
ism. By the 1973-76 quadrennium this to serve as a unifying influence on the 
percentage had dropped to 2.88 per- denomination; 5) establish an execu
cent. This erosion of funding, the tive branch to carry out the mandates 
authors claim, has resulted in loss of of General Conference; 6) establish a 
church school enrollment, evangelistic chief executive officer having respon
fervor, and has contributed to biblical sibilities for the entire church; 7) 
and Christian illiteracy. abolish all quota systems-nomination 

Second, the matters of competence, and election to all positions should be 
responsibility and accountability are based on competency; and 8) require 
essential parts of the equation to that all general agencies be accountable 
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as servants of the local church, not as 
autonomous entities. The eight pre
scriptions listed are those that affect 
special populations and interest 
groups within the denomination and 
would be those that would require the 
most time, re-education, and attitude 
changes to overcome the protectionist 
mind-set of those involved. There are 
issues of power involved in these 
prescriptions and persorts do not yield 
power easily. 

The authors' conclusion is that there 
is hope, but each of us must awake 
from our comfortable sleep to a "new 
life of Servant ministry to God's 
world." 

Calvin D. Cramer 

Calvin D. Cramer, an associate council 
directot, is the first lay person on the 
conference staff of the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference. For the last 21 years he has 
pursued a full-time Christian career, leav
ing a federal government career after seven 
years . He has contributed to The Upper 
Room, and is very concerned about the 
future of The United Methodist Church . 

Mass Media Religion: The Social 
Sources of the Electronic Church 
by Stewart M. Hoover 
Sage Publications, Inc., Newbury 
Park, California, 1988, 256pp. , 
$14.95. 

A massive power shift. This is the way 
Time magazine characterized the dra
matic decline during the past 25 years 
of the mainline Protestant churches 
and the rise in influence and member
ship of the evangelicals. 

This loss of power after three and a 
half centuries of dominance by main
line Protestantism has come, coinci
dentally, during the rise of the elec
tronic church-the television preach
ers, religious networks and TV 
programs. 

Stewart M. Hoover's new book, 
Mass Media Religion: The Social Sources of 
the Electronic Church, comes at a critical 
time of introspection and evaluation by 
mainline leaders both nationally and 
within local congregations. The book 
examines this power shift in its social 
and cultural context. What is the role of 
the electronic church in this change? Is 
it real or simply perceived power? Does 
it make a difference? Who are the 
viewers of the electronic church? Why 
do they view? How has it brought new 
legitimacy and acceptance to evangeli
cal America? How is it affecting local 
congregations in mainline churches? 

Hoover provides a brief history of 
religious broadcasting in America and 
gives thumbnail sketches of the promi
nent electronic television personali
ties-Graham, Humbard , Roberts , 

Fal 
an1 
fin 
Ari 
an1 
wa 
mi1 

( 

stu 
tw 
~\ 
otl 
vis 
thE 
vie 
tiv' 
in! 
Th 
be 
an 
th; 
Fu 
nu 
TV 
fig 
gel 
vie 
cla 

lin 
nu 
gel 
no 
Pn 
!in 
es1 
me 
wt 
sel 
~o 

I 

~ 
SW 

Th 
vie 
oft 
pn 
fail 



---------BOOKS---------
Falwell, Shuller, Swaggert, Robertson 
and the Bakkers. He reviews the 
findings of the audience studies of the 
Annenberg School of Communication 
and the Gallup Organization (Hoover 
was a primary researcher) in the 
mid-1980s . 

One of the significant findings of this 
study was a positive correlation be
tween viewers and church attendance, 
giving, Bible study, and prayer. In 
other words, viewers of religious tele
vision programs tended to come from 
the religious community. But also, 
viewers tended to be more conserva
tive than nonviewers, and, interest
ingly, they were more likely to vote. 
The religious TV viewer also tended to 
be "older, less educated, more rural, 
and more conventionally religious
than its nonreligious-viewing cohort." 
Furthermore, the study indicated the 
number of persons viewing religious 
TV programs to be significantly below 
figures often reported by the televan
gelists-more in the 10-20 million 
viewer category than the 130 million 
claimed. 

Such figures might give "main
liners" some comfort, except that our 
numbers are decreasing and the evan
gelical numbers are increasing. Hoover 
notes that the perceived leadership of 
Protestantism has shifted-from main
line leaders to evangelical leaders, 
especially Falwell and Robertson. The 
media first lift up and then anoint those 
who will be presented as leaders and 
selected as spokespersons for the reli
gious community. 

Much of the book is devoted to 
personal profiles of "700 Club" viewers. 
Here the mainline leader may find some 
surprises and meet some familiar faces . 
The "700 Club" has moved many 
viewers into greater religious activity, 
often in para-church organizations. The 
programs have been valuable in their 
faith development. During personal 

~COMMUNICATION AND HUMAN VALUES~ 

MASS 
MEDIA 
RELIGION 
The Social Sources of the 
Electronic Church 
Stewart M. Hoover 

~~ 

crises, viewers have relied on the 
programs; they are easily accessible. 
Programs have broadened their world
view, and they see themselves as part 
of a movement to change America. 
Paradoxically, the "700 Club" viewer is 
one of the faithful but sees the program 
as reaching the outsider. 

Hoover sets the new evangelicalism 
in its historical context. He contrasts 
the use of the "medium of modernity 
to convey the gospel of tradition
alism." "The significance of the elec
tronic church," ne observes, "is not in 
its power to change minds and lives. 
Rather, it represents the transforma
tion of the evangelical tradition itself. " 
The transformation of evangelicalism 
may be a strong factor in the transfer of 
power within Protestantism today. 
Regardless of how you interpret 
Hoover's study, you will find the book 
to be a powerful resource for under
standing the changes taking place in 
our mainline church today. 

Nelson Price 

Nelson Price is the associate general 
secretary of United Methodist Communica
tions and executive producer of "Catch the 
Spirit," the United Methodist weekly 
half-hour cable television magazine pro
gram. 

The Economics of Honour 
By Roelf Haan, wee Publications, 
Geneva, Switzerland, 1988. 

WCC Publications deserves commen
dation for publishing this collection of 
fourteen "biblical reflections on money 
and property." Haan brings a winsome 
style to bear on the problem of a 
Christian approach to economics with
out sacrificing either biblical scholar
ship or critical economic analysis. He 
avoids ideological stridency by holding 
fast to the principle that "there is no 
limit to the relevance of this [the 
biblical] revelation." At the same time 
his work has a rarely found relevance 
for the individual reader as he points 
out the importance of remaining 
"faithful in the little things, the things 
within our reach." But this should not 
be taken to mean Haan has no interest 
in the evil of economic structures. On 
the contrary, the entire book is aimed 
at exposing the roots in human sin of 
"liberal economic theory," preemin-
ently capitalism. 

Haan begins with seven reflections 
on the nature of economic problems, 
each contrasting "human" economics 
with biblical economics. For example, 
in the first chapter he contrasts making 
the decision to consume something 
based on price with the decision to 
consume something based on con
sciousness of its cost. He points to the 
story of how King David refused to 
drink water bought at the risk of his 
men's lives (II Samuel 23: B-17) and 
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suggests this as a model for a consum
er's attitude. No matter how inexpen
sive a product is presented to us, it is 
too expensive if it was created at the 
cost of human lives. In subsequent 
chapters he systematically exposes the 
profound difference between econom
ic theory based on naturalistic as
sumptions about creation and the truth 
about economics found in the biblical 
revelation of and from a God who acts 
in history. 

The turning point of the book lies in 
chapters seven and eight, where Haan 
introduces the concept of an "econom
ics of honour." The word honour is 
here derived from the fifth command
ment to "honour your father and 
mother, that you might live long in the 
land the LORD your God is giving 
you." Although his presentation here 
lacks the clarity of earlier chapters, his 
point is amply demonstrated in the 
remaining chapters of the book. What 
Haan is saying simply put is that the 
needs of the neighbor (represented in 
the fifth commandment by the par
ents), especially the poor or defense
less neighbor, are the paramount eco
nomic reality which the Christian must 
take into account. As he puts it in the 
final chapter: " ... obey a simple rule 
of thumb, which can apply to our 
economic and political conduct: 'Let 
each of you look not to his own 

interests , but to the interests of 
others."' (Phil. 2:4) 

Perhaps the greatest strength of 
Haan' s work is his insightful reading of 
scripture, often under the influence of 
Jacques Ellul. This is most notable 
when he succeeds in showing how 
typically Protestant reading, and even 
translation, of the Bible has often 
undergirded an un-Christian attitude 
toward economic behavior. At the 
same time Haan only partially suc
ceeds in the difficult task of explicating 
the relation between wealth and faith. 
The problem of how wealth can be 
regarded as a blessing without being a 
sign of divine favor is implicitly raised 
by Haan's analysis in the last chapters. 
But it is not addressed specifically. 

Clearer are Haan's insightful obser
vations about how modern western 
ideas about rational economic plan
ning are related to the breakdown in 
relationship between humans and 
God. Haan points to the economic 
reality that increased food production 
has paralleled increased malnutrition 
and starvation. This failure of liberal 
economic theory suggests to Haan that 
sufficiency rather than productivity 
provides the key to rational Christian 
decision-making. At the same time, he 
notes that the negative spiritual power 
of money and the state can be broken 
through an economy where equitable 

distribution precedes the demands of 
production. 

There is scarcely any Christian forum 
today where economic problems are not 
discussed. For those looking for a solid 
introduction to biblical perspectives 
from someone who both understands 
economics and values the Bible as reve
lation, this book should be highly re
commended. The reflections, taken in
dividually, make excellent starting 
points for small group discussions and 
meditation, which should commend 
this book to Christian educators and 
small group leaders. 

Robert Hunt is the director of Extension 
Education at the Seminari Theoloji Malay
sia in Kuala Lumpur and a United 
Methodist missionary for the General Board 
of Global Ministries. 

The Good News of Justice 
by Hugo Zorrilla , Herald Press, 1988, 
81 pages $4.95 

In this concise book, Dr. Zorrilla offers 
his readers a brief but meaty under
standing of the need for holistic evan
gelism. His basic affirmation is: "In 
biblical evangelism, the announce
ment of the good news and the practice 
of justice are integrated. One is not put 
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before the other, nor is either played 
down" (p. 12). Building on that prem
ise, and drawing from both Biblical 
materials and personal experience, Dr. 
Zorrilla builds a carefully constructed 
argument for his thesis in the task of 
evangelization: we can and must con
front both the injustice suffered and 
the injustice practiced. 

In five pithy chapters Dr. Zorrilla 
leads his readers to a fresh under
standing of evangelism. He examines 
evangelism as proclamation and life
style. He weighs justice as the corner
stone of the Gospel and demonstrates 
that justice and evangelism are obverse 
sides of the same coin. His writing 
grows out of his varied experience as a 
pastor and missionary in South and 
Central America, North America, and 
Spain. 

The clear language, careful thinking, 
and biblical content of this book recom
mend it highly for group study. 

Garry Parker served as consultant for the 
Mission Evangelism Committee of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. He has 
served as a missionary in Indonesia and as 
pastor to the international congregation in 
El Salvador. 
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Stations: The Way of the Cross 
Daniel Berrigan and Margaret Parker, 
Harper and Row, 1989, 107 pp. 

The thump of a gavel 
("vagrancy loitering" ) 
JOE DOE, DEFENDANT 
his look a man condemned 
drummed out of the world 
That look 

$11 .95. 

ice fire bewilderment despair
look at him looking at us! 

His crime 
No possessions no property 
no equity no income no credit 
no account 
The ultimate affront . . . 

From the raw material of America's 
homeless, award-winning poet and 
social activist Daniel Berrigan has fash
ioned poignant meditations on artist 
Margaret Parker's compelling Stations 
of the Cross, a fourteen-panel depic
tion of the Passion of Christ. Parker's 
terracotta renderings, accompanied by 
Berrigan' s text, bring a striking imme
diacy to the injustice, humiliation, and 
agony of the innocent condemned and 
the cruel indignities with which society 
punishes the "crime" of poverty. 

The Stations of the Cross, at one time 
a symbolic method for Christian Cru
saders-at-home to support and experi
ence the "Holy Wars" of the Crusades, 
has gained new insight in light of the 
passion of Christ for the homeless of 
our world. "Thus the homeless drama
tize, as the images of Margaret Parker 
remind us, something of great import 
to spiritual understanding. The home-

DA 1 1 II:L l l· RRJ A .' 
.rnd 1.irg.H •t l\1rk·r 

less live out, in dreadful, literal detail, 
the poverty we would rather conceal
from God, from ourselves. They are 
icons of the 'other side' of ourselves; 
they are icons of modern life turned 
inside out ... The homeless are the 
shadow at the heart of things, the 
shadow we flee. It is named death." 

Through the poems and art work of 
the authors, we are made to feel 
Christ's torment and sorrow as never 
before, in the daily reality of our city 
streets. We are made aware that we 
follow the "stations of the homeless" 
with every step we take in public." 

Christie House-Forni 

What's the best way to keep 
up with Native American 
ministries and concerns in 
The United Methodist Church? 

Subscribe to 
Echo of the Four Winds. A. 

Only S 10 annually. Published six times a year. Send your check to: 
Echo of the Four Winds, Melba Abrams, Editor, 
Native American International Caucus of The United 
Methodist Church, 12111 E. Olive St., Norwalk, CA 
90650, (213) 929-3710 

S Amount enclosed 
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The Restructuring of American 
Religion 
by Robert Wuthnow 
Princeton University Press, 369 pp., 
$25.00 

Division between conservatives and 
liberals, stagnation in membership fig
ures, proliferation of special purpose 
groups-these developments in con
temporary United Methodism have 
received much impassioned comment. 

Usually, however, they are dis
cussed in a denominationally intro
spective way, which assumes that we 
are unique and self-contained as a 
denomination and that answers to our 
"crisis" will also come from among 
ourselves . 

This major work by Princeton sociol
ogy professor Robert Wuthnow serves 
a major function by placing these 
developments in United Methodism in 
unmistakable relationship to broader 
developments in American religion 
and American society and culture since 
World War II. 

Surveying this period, Wuthnow 
marshals convincing evidence that de
nominational loyalties have greatly 
eroded, above all, because of rising 
educational levels. He cites data show
ing " that 40 percent of all persons 
raised as Methodists had switched to 
some other religious affiliation." 

At the same time, the American 
post-World War religious scene has 
been characterized by a dramatic 
growth in the number of "special 
purpose religious groups." While such 
groups have long been a characteristic 
of American religion (witness the mis
sionary, Sunday school, and Social 
Gospel movements), they have prolif
erated enormously in recent decades. 
Of the 800 nationally incorporated 
non-profit religious organizations, 
some 300 have been founded within 
the past two decades. They have 
arisen, Wuthnow contends, in re
sponse to the greatly expanded role of 
government, and usually aim to com
bat, restrain, or promote certain types 
of action by government. 

At the same time, special purpose 
groups have emerged within denomi
nations and local churches, both of 
which Wuthnow sees as becoming less 
homogeneous and to a greater extent 
" federations of special purpose 
groups." 

Looser denominational ties and the 
growth of special purpose groups have 
contributed to a basic shift in American 
religion from the "centrist" alignment 
of the 1940s and 1950s to the present 
bipolar liberal/conservative realign
ment, within denominations and even 
within local congregations. 

This shift was not due so much to a 
widening gap between clergy and 
laity, as is often charged, but "consist
ed more accurately of conflict between 
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less educated segments of the laity 
who tended to hold more conservative 
views, on the one hand, and a coalition 
of clergy activists and better educated 
laity who supported liberal causes, on 
the other." 

The last fifteen years, during which 
an "education gap" has become even 
more pronounced, have been a period 
of consolidation and deepening of this 
religious liberal-conservative rift, a 
division that " tends to be quite consis
tent on all issues and for all denomina
tions." Most dramatic has been the 
new wave of politically conservative 
evangelical special purpose groups. 

In Wuthnow's view, there exists an 
essential stand-off between the liberal 
and conservative religious views . He 
cites a Gallup poll in which 43 percent 
identify themselves as religiously liber
al and 41 percent as religiously conser
vative . Correspondingly, there have 
emerged two different and rival civil 
religions , a liberal one stressing 
America' s God-given responsibility in 
bringing justice and peace within a 
community of nations, and a conser
vative one emphasizing a special place 
in the divine order for an America 
charged with spreading freedom, 
Christianity and capitalism. 

Here Wuthnow's analysis is espe
cially interesting. He says the rival 
claims of each version of civil religion 
tend to dilute the other's ability to 
provide a unifying societal legitima
tion. The vacuum thus created is being 
filled by the amoral secular legitimat
ing myths of individual freedom, ma
terial success, and the wonders of 
technology. In particular he sees the 
growing power of the " technological 
myth," which "though scarcely a reli
gion, it presents itself with religious 
force . .. . " 

To him, the danger is that the 
technological myth of scientific 
progress is being raised to a level 
beyond question, unassailable by any 
critical perspective. In other words, 
while we struggle as liberals or as 
conservatives to save our nation's soul 
with conflicting and mutually cancel
ling messages, the soul of the nation is 
being stolen by false idols we all reject. 
A sobering thought. 

Wuthnow offers no prescriptions to 
deal with this dilemma. Perhaps there 
are no "answers" right now. But 
knowing where we are and how we got 
here can provide a certain objectivity 
helpful in our discernment of God's 
leadership in the days ahead . Wuth
now's careful, comprehensive analysis 
offers much help in getting these 
bearings . 

George McClain 

George McClain is the executive secretary 
for the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action. He is also the editor of Social 
Questions Bulletin. 

Faith Born in the Struggle for Life: 
A Rereading of Protestant Faith in 
Latin America Today. 
Edited by Dow Kirkpatrick, Translated 
by Lewistine McCoy 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. , 
1988, 328 pp., $14.95 . 

Dow Kirkpatrick, involved in pastoral 
ministry for forty years in churches 
throughout the United States, de
scribes himself as a "missionary-in-re
verse" for The United Methodist 
Church. "My vocation has been to 
bring the gospel from Latin America to 
North America." Faith Born in the 

Struggle for Life, edited by Kirkpatrick, 
introduces North American readers to 
the work of more than 20 Latin 
American pastors and theologians 
whose work has been otherwise una
vailable in English. Lewistine McCoy, 
the book's translator, served as a 
missionary for many years in China 
and in Brazil. His translation makes the 
material very accessible to the En
glish-speaking audience. 

Contributors to the book come from 
a wide range of Central and South 
American countries, from Costa Rica, 
Bolivia, Nicaragua, Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
through Uruguay, Brazil, Chile and 
Argentina . Ten of the authors are from 

Helping 
The Church 
to Grow-! 
Mission 
2000 
The Office of Finance 
and Field Service 
General Board of 
Global Ministries 

A missional planning process 
Financial campaigns for: 

• Subscribing budgets 
• Building new church facilities 
• Renovating facilities 
• Debt reduction 
• Special causes 

For: Local Churches 
Districts 
Annual Conferences 
Church-related Institutions 

Celebrating 60 successful years of fund-ra ising! 
A plan that works - reasonable cost - theologically, 
biblically based in United Methodist understanding of 
stewardship. 

Call : Fletcher Carter - (212) 870-3838 

Write: Office of Finance and Field Service 
Room 320, National Program Division 
475 Riverside Drive, N.Y., N.Y. 10115 
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the Methodist tradition, three from the 
Presbyterian Church, two Lutherans, 
one Pentecostal, and three are from the 
Roman Catholic Church. Four authors 
are laypersons, four are women. They 
offer distinctively Latin American in
terpretations of the gospel, born out of 
the struggle for life, a spirituality 
arising from the gospel announcement 
that God has taken an option for the 
oppressed poor. 

Kirkpatrick writes in his introduc
tion, "For the deepening of our own 
spirituality, we need this resource from 
the faith experience of others whose 
life context is very different from 
ours." This volume is well-worth 
reading for anyone who is interested in 
the new spirituality born out of Latin 
American Protestantism today. The 
book ends on a direct and poignant 
note with a short sermon entitled "The 
Question of the Children-Still the 
Sarne" by Nancy Cardoso Pereira, a 
Methodist pastor ministering in a favela 
(slum) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 
end- point of the search for spirituality 
and the design for the theological task 
is the child. Through this volume "we 
are enabled, by our Latin American 
sisters and brothers, to become aware 
of the ideological filters on our spiritu
ality and with them discover a reno
vated experience of God" writes Kirk
patrick. 

Christie House-Forni 

Le t t he Weak Be Strong: A 
Women's Struggle for Justice 
By Cho Wha Soon, edited and trans
lated by Lee Sun Ai and Ahn Sang 
Nim, Meyer- Stone Books, 1988. 

Since 1966, Cho Wha Soon has worked 
in industrial mission as an ordained 
pastor in South Korea. Her life has 
been devoted to work and solidarity 
with the minjung of Korean society, 
those who are " . . . politically op
pressed, economically exploited, so
cially marginalized and culturally de-

to Jesus' teaching, wherever one is, 
struggling to restore one's rights 
that were taken by others, to recov
er one's dignity, and to defend 
these God-given rights-this is 
really the true Christian and God
fearing life. 

The book contains vivid stories told 
by Cho Wha Soon about her life and 
ministry. They contain the freshness, 
humor and prophetic insight of Cho 
Wha Soon' s ministry. The book in
cludes reflections written by other 
Korean and American women on the 
ministry of Cho Wha Soon. These 
include a social background provided 
by Lee Hyo Jae, a look at the role of 
American interests in Korea by Patricia 
Patterson of the World Division of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
and reflections on the book by mem
bers of the Korean Association of 
Women Theologians. 

The Little 
Peacock's Gift 

l<U, I \1L><~ 1111 \\ ~!LD 

C hf•11 , . r ~n man 

spised and ignored." They are people CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
at the bottom of Korean society, with 
little hope of advancement or educa
tion. The women of this class are "the 
rninjung of the rninjung." Over .the 
past 27 years, Cho Wha Soon has lived 
and worked with the exploited young 
women of Korea's textile and electronic 

Rescue: The ~tory of How Gen
tiles Saved Jews in the Holocaust 
By, Milton Meitzler, Harper and Row, 
1988,160 pp. 12.95, ages 12 and up. 

factories. She has stood by them in In this historical novel for children, 
solidarity and brought them together Meltzler concentrates his impassioned 
to fight the injustice and dehumaniz- narrative on a neglected side of the 
ing conditions they face in their daily Holocaust. He asks us not only to 
lives. These workers have few rights remember the evil done, but the heroes 
and work long hours with little time and heroines whose moral choices, 
off. Cho Wha Soon describes her and actions, show us that one need not 
ministry as follows: be passive or silent in the face of evil . 

Isn't the real Christian mission, He recounts dozens of thrilling stories 
then, to recover the image of these about non- Jews who defied the Nazi 
workers as they were originally plan for extermination, ordinary peo
created? Mission that begins and ple whose stories offer reason for hope 
ends with the observance of Sunday and for belief in the goodness of men, 
worship is not real mission. The women and children who risked their 
important thing is to live according lives to rescue Jews. 
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The weighty subject matter of this 
text may not be suitable reading for 
young, impres sionable child ren . 
Young teenagers who are interested in 
the subject matter or who are reading 
about the Holocaust in their studies 
may find the book provides a different 
perspective on the story and offers 
hope throughout one of the grirnest 
chapters in human history. 

FOLKTALES OF THE WORLD 
SERIES 
Bedrick/Blackie, New York/London , 
12.95 ea. 
Books reviewed in the series in
clude: Rama and Sita, by Govinder 
Ram; The Little Peacock, by Cherry 
Denman; The Wizard Punchkin, The 
Quail's Egg, and Tortoise's Dream by 
Joanna Troughton; Brer Anansi and 
The Boat Race by David P. Makhan
lall and Amelia Rosato. 

The Folk Tales of the World Series 
published by Bedrick/Blackie is a col
lection of attractively bound and beau
tifully illustrated folktales gathered 
from many countries around the 
world . Each book presents a different 
tale from a particular country, with a 
varied style of story telling and differ
ent illustrators for each tale . Stories 
reviewed by New World Outlook includ
ed tales from China, the Caribbean, Sri 
Lanka and India. However, folktales 
may be found in the series from many 
other areas and nationalities, including 
the Amazon, Borneo, Africa, South 
America, Aboriginal Australia, and 
North American Indian lore, which 
might otherwise be unavailable to 
American children. 

Unfortunately, as themes run in the 
tales, many of them are familiar and 
routine, with classic damsels in dis
tress, evil stepmothers, and temper 
tantrums. However, of the stories 
reviewed, one stood out as particularly 
refreshing, both in its theme and its 
intricate and colorful illustrations: The 
Peacock's Gift , a folktale from China by 
Cherry Denman. In this folktale, the 
peacock'. s decision to give away his 
handsome feathers to people in need 
results in benefits to everyone. This 
decidedly biblical theme makes this 
story especially appropriate for young 
children. 

Christie House Forni is an editorial assis
tant with the General Boar~ of Global 
Ministries assisting with New World 
Outlook and various other forms of 
literature published by the Board. She 
graduated from Drew University with 
honors and has an M.F.A. in playwriting 
from Carnegie Mellon University . 



Learning About 
Fear and Love 

Several years ago, I attended a 
conference of black journalists. 

My colleagues were critiquing our 
presence in the media, plotting our 
collective future and I was doing 
the same; critiquing my own pres
ence in the media and plotting my 
course for the future. I was won
dering if I had indeed reached that 
glass ceiling spoken about so 
often-wondering if I wanted or 
needed to break that ceiling to go 
further-and wondering what it 
would cost me as a black woman, 
as a Christian, as a journalist to do 
so. 

During the course of that confer
ence, I met a gentleman whose 
words and efforts would help me 
plot my future course. I wanted to 
do more than produce TV news 
shows showing humanity at its 
worst. I wanted to offer up stories 
that would ?_ive us incentive to 
work as God s people for human
ity, not against it. 

Months later, after much prayer 
and soul-searching, I left television 
and joined that gentleman and the 
staff of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. I was welcomed with 
open arms and put to work on 
assignments almost immediately. 
Here it was, my chance to tell those 
other stories--to show in words 
and pictures our responsibility as 
Christians for cradling and nurtur
ing the humanity around us. I felt I 
had arrived. 

However, on one of those as
signments I would learn about my 
own responsibility as a Christian. I 
would learn about my own human 
weakness and I would face a fear 
that had shadowed me for years. 

The documentary on the Philip
pines was supposed to offer an 
insightful look at the country and 
its people. I hadn' t wanted to be 
the one to produce it. That job 
belonged to those who knew the 
Philippines best, its people. So I 
shied away from offers to use 
non-Filipino writers, producers, 
cameramen, and after much 
se~rching, located a Filip~no crew, 
minus the producer. Trme was 
running out and it was becoming 

media 
watch 

' 
clear that I would have to go and 
face my old fear of failure; I 
couldn't believe that I could carry it 
off. 

For most of the project that fear 
stayed pretty well hidden; things 
were going well. But it surfaced on 
a dirt road in the mountains of 
Mindinao, half a day' s ride from 
the nearest city. The area had been 
the scene of bloody fighting be
tween government troops and the 
New People ' s Army in recent 
weeks. Our group, which included 
Bishop Jose Gamboa as a traveling 
companion, and the crew-Van 
Tibus on camera, his brothers 
Sammy and Boyet Alba-had been 
warned to travel by day and stay 
off the roads at night. 

We were returning from an af
ternoon of shooting. Van and crew 
were in the car ahead. Bishop 
Gamboa and I were following. 
Suddenly, soldiers appeared from 

/eneane Jones 

the roadside blocking the crew's 
car and ordering it at gunpoint to 
drive into the nearby military com
pound. Van's camera had been 
visible in the car at earlier check 
points and someone had radioed 
ahead to stop us. Bishop Gamboa 
and I were left at the roadside. 

We talked about what could be 
happening to the crew; what they 
were being questioned about. We 
didn't speak about the worst that 
could happen, only that we might 
be very late getting home. Several 
hours passed and a soldier came 
for Bishop Gamboa. I was left 
alone. To pass the hours I began 
playing odds game, trying, I guess, 
to keep my hopes up. As long as 

the sun stayed high in the sky, the 
odds were pretty good that all of 
this was just routine. I'd checked 
the sun and as it got lower, the 
odds that I was right dropped 
lower as well. By the time dusk's 
orange glow settled on the tree
tops, it was clear I was losing the 
game. I thought of the crew, their 
families, of Bishop Gamboa and his 
family, of having jeopardized them 
all by wanting to shoot video as we 
traveled by road. My fear resur
faced again. I was failing them; not 
only lacking the ability to finish the 
piece, but to get us home alive. 

Another soldier was coming to
wards the car, this time pointing 
his rifle at me, beckoning to follow 
him. I thought of what could 
happen and I prayed. As we 
walked I was calmly aware that 
God , who usually h eard my 
prayers from the vicinity of New 
York City was now focused on me 
thousands of miles away and was 
hearing me. I asked God for cour
age to handle what would happen 
next; wisdom to know what to say 
and when; and grace to act with 
confidence. 

Inside the building, my eyes met 
Van's. His boyish face usually 
greeted mine with a smile but this 
time the face was tense, his mouth 
taut. I saw fear in his eyes. I'd 
never seen it in a human face but I 
recognized i t immedia te ly .It 
shook, even chilled me, but I 
smiled back at him, wanting him to 
know that everything would be 
alright. Next, I was talking to the 
man in charge. In my mind, I 
thought I heard my voice quaver, 
crack - but in reality it came out 
clear and strong. God was indeed 
answering my prayers. I intro
duced myself to the lieutenant in 
charge. He made it clear that he 
thought Van and the crew were 
rebels; part of the New People's 
Army. He took my passport and 
after giving it a cursory look, 
handed it back and said, "We have 
no problem with you". The soldier 
wanted Van and the others to see 
that they were in this alone and 
that they couldn' t count on me. 
"You and the bishop don' t have to 
stay, you can go on home. We 1·ust 
want to talk to these men awhi e." 
It was almost a friendly remark. I 
tried to sound as friendly when I 
replied that we were all a team, that 
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if the crew would be staying that I 
would be also, and that anything 
that happened to them would 
happen to me. It sounded corny, 
like something out of a movie, but I 
meant every word of it. 

A few hours passed, phone calls 
were made, we were all taken in 
and out of interrogation rooms and 
asked about the video we were 
shooting. They viewed our footage 
and after discussion and more 
phone calls, agreed to release all of 
us if in turn, we erased portions of 
the footage; specifically shots that 
showed the military check points. 
We did, said our goodbyes and 
walked out into the compound, 
into the dark, to cars that wouldn't 
start. We were almost giddy from 
our newfound freedom, but the 
feeling quickly died as we tried 
again and again to start the cars. 
Finally, believing we would be 
safer outside the compound, we 
pushed both cars onto the road. A 
couple of soldiers joined Bishop 
Gamboa, Van and the others, and 
within an hour the cars were 
running. 

It was on the way home that I 
realized this road in Mindinao had 
been my Damasrus Road. I had 

faced my frailties, inadequacies, 
had scrutinized my failure and 
with it, my fear. It had stood in 
front of me like some mountain, 
and while it looked ominous, it 
was, with God giving direction, 
scalable. For the first time I saw 
that my inadequacies didn't seem 
so crippling. I couldn't despise 
them because God had not de
spised them or me. God had stayed 

Acting out my faith 
1s putting stories 
about God's love 
into words and 
pictures. 
with me despite my failure and 
frailty, and for the first time I saw 
what had been repeated to me in 
song and verse by ~y mother and 
father-that I could do all things 
through Christ who strengthens 
me. 

I've shared this story a number 
of times upon returning from that 
Philippines project, always with 
the Ftope that somehow it would 

A Christ
Centered 

Partnership 

help someone like myself, con
stantly trying by themselves, to 
whittle down a mountain called 
fear. 

I am constantly thanking God for 
sending me some two thousand 
miles from home to hear that 
lesson about fear and love. I thank 
God for answering my prayers and 
those of family and friends who've 
watched me struggling to reach 
this place in my career where I can 
act out my faith, putting stories 
about God's love into words and 
pictures. A place where I can be in 
mission. 

To Mr. George Daniels, (New 
World Outlook's executive editor) I 
owe a special thanks-for reaching 
out to me at that conference of 
black journalists, for being the 
conduit by which I reached this 
place and for believing in me. o 

Jeneane Jones is director of Vi·sual 
Resources with the GBGM. 

In the middle of Africa lies the copper mining town of Kolwezi - just about 200 miles from 
Lubumbashi in Zaire. Dr. Hugh Frazer and his wife Elizabeth are the only American United Methodist 
missionary couple in Kolwezi. Hugh is a medical doctor who employs his surgical talents and 
organizational ability to work with 5 Zairean doctors and 26 nurses in the Hopital Methodiste Mama 
Mobutu. In the 96-bed hospital h·e sees patients with a host of medical problems, including malaria 
and tuberculosis. Elizabeth has opened a Christian bookstore supplying Bibles and other Christian 
literature. Orders may take a year to arrive and are quickly sold; it is impossible to keep enough 
Bibles, ordered in 8 different dialects, French and Swahili, in stock. 

Elizabeth and Hugh have been in mission in Africa for a total of 22 years. Hugh's father is a 
retired minister in the Ohio West Conference and Hugh grew up believing in the importance of 
missions. When he and Elizabeth first started their service, they were supported by one church. 
Today the rising costs of supporting a missionary couple mean that they need the support of several 
churches. Keep supporting the work of missionary couples like the Frazers, who have devoted the 
major working years of their lives to ministry, by contributing to the mission work of The United 
Methodist Church. Contact your Conference Secretary of Global Ministries or write to Ed Moultrie, 
Room 1314, General Board of Global Ministries, 4 75 Riverside Drive, NY, NY l 0115 . 

World Program Division • General Board of Global Ministries~~ 
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V I E \N' P C I N T 

Randolph Nugent 

Grace Upon Grace 

The arrival of the month of June 
usually heralds weddings, school 
term endings and the advent of 
summer. For me this year, June 
commenced as a harbinger of 
God's grace. 

On June 8, following the open
ing session of the New York An
nual Conference in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, I rushed back to New 
York City to participate in an 
emergency press conference at the 
Church Center for the United Na
tions. Shocking reports had been 
received concerning the life-threa
tening condition of the Rev. Frank 
Chikane, General Secretary of the 
South African Council of 
Churches, and several religious 
representatives gathered to pro
claim their reaction in a public 
forum. 

The Rev. Chikane has long been 
the target of South African govern
ment reprisals because of his anti
apartheid activities. Since 1977, he 
has been imprisoned five times. 
During his first detention, he was 
tortured so badly that he could not 
walk. His home has been fire
bombed; he was suspended for a 
year by his church, the Apostolic 
Faith Mission, a pentecostal charis
matic denomination; and, in fact, 
he was in hiding from the govern
ment when the South African 
Council of Churches appointed 
him as general secretary in 1987. 

In short, Frank Chikane is a 
suffering servant of God well-ac
quainted with grief evolving from 
belief. But although despised and 
rejected by many, he continues his 

determined struggle against the 
ungodly system of apartheid. 

Falls Ill. On April 23, 1989, Mr. 
Chikane flew from Johannesburg 
to Windhoek, Namibia. He was to 
meet with Martti Ahtisaari, the 
United Nations special representa
tive and commander of the U.N. 
forces in Namibia, to express his 
concerns about a massacre on the 
northern Namibian border earlier 
in April, involving South African 
troops during a supposed cease
fire arranged by the United Na
tions. Since he was traveling with
out a permit, Mr. Chikane thought 
he would probably be stopped at 
the Windhoek airport. He was not, 
and he was soon to experience the 
near-fatal reason why he was not 
stopped. 

Traveling by car to the site of his 
meeting in northern Namibia, 
Mr. Chikane became suddenly ill, 
weak, nauseous and vomiting, 
about 40 kilometers from his desti
nation. He was taken first to a 
nearby hospital and then flown by 
chartered plane back to a clinic in 
Johannesburg. Four days later, he 
was discharged in aprarent good 
health. The cause o his illness 
remained a mystery. 

On May 10, Mr. Chikane again 
left South Africa, this time travel
ing to the United States. He flew to 
Madison, Wisconsin, to meet his 
wife, who had been studying at the 
university, and had intended to 
move on to Washington, D. C. to 
meet Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
ministers Allan Boesak and Beyers 
Naude, all leading apartheid oppo
nents from South Africa. The 
four-member dele~ation had 
meetings scheduled with President 
Bush and members of Congress to 
press the urgency of the South 
African crisis. 

Frank Chikane never made his 
rendezvous with his South African 
colleagues. Two days after arriving 
in Madison, he fell seriously ill 
again. By the end of May, he had 
been in and out of the University of 
Wisconsin Hospital four times. 
Each time, the /attern was the 
same. He woul be admitted in 
serious condition only to be re
leased a couple of days later in 
apparently good health. Finally, 

after numerous tests by baffled but 
persistent doctors, the cause of the 
mysterious illness was discovered. 

According to a medical report by 
Dr. Daniel J. Smith, assistant pro
fessor of medicine at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Medical 
School, test results indicated that 
Mr. Chikane had been exposed to 
"a nerve-inhibiting toxin belong
ing to the family of compounds 
found in pesticides and chemical 
warfare substances." Contamina
tion could have resulted from in
haling the toxin or by absorbing it 
through the skin. But since Mr. 
Chikane had been nowhere near a 
farming area or war zone where 
such toxins were present, inhala
tion was ruled out. Undoubtedly 
he was felled by skin contact, and 
his luggage and clothing were 
identified as the likely sources. 

Solving one mystery opened 
another: how did his luggage and/ 
or clothing become contaminated. 
Since the toxic substance is used for 
"pesticides" and "chemical war
fare, " the source of contamination 
would most likely be one which 
considers him to be a pest and is at 
war with his anti-apartheid activi
ties and beliefs-namely agents of 
the South African government. 

Could Have Died. But there is yet 
another mystery! It is the unfath
omable yet glorious mystery of the 
boundless and limitless grace of 
God! In a June 9 telephone inter
view with Sojourners magazine edi
tor Jim Wallis (reported in the 
August-September issue from 
which the sequence of events I 
have cited was taken), Mr. Chikane 
said, speaking of the medical at
tention he received at the Universi
ty of Wisconsin Hospital, "I think it 
was the right place and the right 
time to unravel the mystery. If I 
had landed as an emergency pa
tient in an ordinary hospital in 
Johannesburg-or any other part 
of South Africa where there wasn' t 
a doctor or somebody who knew 
me-I could easily have d ied 
... My bein~ in a teaching hospital 
was also significant. You need 
research-minded people,. not only 
doctors . .. (But) even Dr. Smith 
has said that if I had left there after 
Continued on p. 46 
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the first episode, they would never 
have known what the problem 
was . ... . " 

Even though targeted for elimi
nation by demonic powers and 
principalities, Mr. Chikane was 
pulled by the grace of God to the 
right place at the right time. But he 
also was attracted to that context of 
grace by the grace of God shed 
abroad throughout the earth; by 
the grace-filled-and- inspired wit
ness of Christians in the United 
States gathered in Washington, 
D .C. and elsewhere throughout 
the nation adding their voices and 
bodies in determined solidarity 
with their brothers and sisters in 
South Africa to the moral move
ment against apartheid . 

Which brings me back to the 
above-mentioned press confer
ence. It came just three days after I 
had returned from the Iowa An
nual Conference where I had been 
invited to lead a "teaching session" 
on the theme: '"Grace Upon 
Grace:' God' s Mission and Ours." 

Mission Partnership. In Iowa, I 
used the "Grace Upon Grace" 
denominational document, along 
with the mission statement of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
"Partnership in God's Mission," to 
probe the limitless, boundless, all
sufficient marvel and mystery of 
God's grace, revealed in Christ 
Jesus and embodied in the fartner
ship witness of the Body o Christ. 

Mr. Chikane' s experience and 
ordeal is but an example of our 
coming to comprehend what we 
always have known. Our Wes
leyan heritage is rooted in the 
recognition of a universal preven
ient grace of God in Christ abun

ABOUT MISSIONS 

Faye Wilson-Beach 

QUESTION: I want to develop a mission 
education program for children. What 
should I do ? Where do I start? 

ANSWER: Every church should de
velop a year- round program of mis
sion education and mission service for 
its children. From an early age, chil
dren can begin to learn Bible verses and 
stories that illustrate the biblical man
date to mission: to proclaim that God 
loves the world and that God wants 
peace and justice to reign in the world . 
This mandate is concerned with the 
spiritual and physical needs of each 
person. There is a call to preach the 
gospel, to feed the hungry and to "set 
at liberty" those who are oppressed. 

Mission education belongs first and 
foremost in the Sunday schools. This 
can be achieved through use of United 
Methodist curricula, through the use of 
the Prayer Calendar with children and 
through the use of the United Method
ist Children's Fund for Christian Mis-

dantly present and freely available sion. 
to everyone. Through that same 
ever present grace of God at work 
in the world, we have been moved What is the United Methodist Chil
lo recognize a new mission reality: dren's Fund for Christian Mission? 
the grace of God is shed upon all 
mission partners who join in mis- The UM Children's Fund is the 
sion together as equal recipients of primary channel for the receipt and 
God's abundant grace in Jesus distribution of children's gifts to mis
Christ. The grace of God pulls us sion. 
beyond the notion of missionaries Each year six projects that minister 

going forth from one place as directly to children are chosen. A 
f packet of educational material, which 

earers o God's grace to a new includes a world map, a picture poster 
recognition of mission partners and a brief description of each project, 
working together in all places as is developed. Also included are activi
sharers of God's grace . ties that help illustrate the ministries, 

It is nothing fess and nothing culture or atmosphere of that particular 
else but grace upon grace! project. 
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Each church can receive a free packet 
by contacting: United Methodist Chil
dren's Fund for Christian Mission, 
General Board of Discipleship, P.O. 
Box 841, Nashville, TN 37202. In 
1987-88 approximately $250,000 was 
collected from children across the 
United States. 

Is there a mission study available for 
children similar to the ones offered 
through the schools of Christian mis
sion? 

Yes! Every year Friendship Press, 
the same publisher that prints the 
mission study resources used in the 
schools, develops children's resources 
on one of the mission study themes. 

This year, 1989-90, children will be 
learning about church life and family 
life in the Philippines (The Pearl 
Makers) . 

How can children be involved in mis
sion service now? How can I prepare 
them for full-time service later on? 

Many opportunities for service can 
include chlfdren. If the mission work 
area is collecting for the local food 
pantry or clothing closet, children can 
be involved in making the announce
ments during worship, passing out 
fliers or collecting and sorting items. 
Children can give mission minutes, 
write letters to senators and represen
tatives, to Congress appealing for 
freedom in South Africa and the end to 
world hunger. They can be involved in 
prayer chains and work projects. 

Children also must hear the mission 
stories of the Bible and the mission 
stories of our church. They must learn 
to live with persons from different 
countries and economic backgrounds 
and learn to appreciate the various 
cultures they represent. And they 
must learn to have a passion for justice 
and a thirst for peace. 

What are the basic resources for mis
sion education with children? 

In addition to the Children's Fund 
packet, Sunday school curricula , 
Friendship Press materials, and the 
Prayer Calendar, ideas for mission edu
cation can be found in the T. V. 
Guidelines column "All Our Children." 
T. V. Guidelines is available by subscrip
tion through the General Board of 
Global Ministries Service Center . 
Copies of individual columns are 
available from the district secretary of 
global ministries. The manual, Great 
Ideas for Workers with Children, also 
includes mission education programs 
for children.• 
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1e Your Church's Television Ministry 

CatchtheS 
stories of Christians responding to God's call to mission in Africa, 
Asia, ~rope, Latin America and the United States. 

Moments of meditation, commentary, and much, much more ••.•• 

An Exciting New Season All New Programs 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1 WITH THE 

lOOTH PROGRAM 

Hilly Hicks and Anisa Mehdi 
Co-hosts 

Seen on VISN, ACTS, AVN, CTN, CTNA, 
ArRTS, and seiect television stations. 
Check listing or call your cable company. 

Use Catch The Spirit as a resource In your 
small group study or church school. Rent 
or purchase from &uf'llm. 
1-800-251-4091. 

An indexed directory of the first three 
years' programs available free (as long as 
supply lasts). Write Catch The Spirit, PO 
Box 320, Nashville, TN 37202. 
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While you're relaxing this 
weekend, letS remember 

those who aren't. 
In the village of Barung Barung in the 

mountains of Indonesia, the people have been 
busy. They have been installing hydro-ram 
pumps and celebrating the completion of a new 
water system for their village . This water system 
has been made possible through the work of the 
people of Barung Barung, the gifts of United 
Methodists and the ministry of UMCOR. 

For almost 50 years the driving force behind 
UMCOR's work has been the people of faith 
with gifts to share in Christ's name. Gifts that 
bring water to a village, Monday through 
Friday, and weekends, too. Won't you please 
help? 

Give to UMCOR-Clean Water 
and Hydro-Ram Pumps Program 

#917435-1 

For local church and annual conference 
credit , send your gift through your local church 
treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded to: 
UMCOR Advance GCFA, General Board of 
Global Ministries, Church Street Station, Box 
5050, New York, NY 10249 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
General Board of Global Ministries 


