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PARISH PARTNERS USA 
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE TO HELP THEMSELVES 

I t's hard to keep a parish going these 
days. Expenses always seem to out

strip income. 

It 's especially difficult for congrega
tions in economically depressed areas , 
whose members have a tough enough 
time supporting themselves, let alone a 
pastor. 

Through Parish Partners USA, your 
local church has an opportunity to 
enable the three ethnic and language 
conferences - Oklahoma Indian Missio
nary Conference, Puerto Rico and Rio 
Grande - to strengthen their witness 
among the people they serve. 

Each congregation wants to support its ministry independently, but this long range 
goal is hampered by low incomes - the average annual income for a family of four in 
these areas is only $3 ,600. 

These three conferences represent over 33 ,000 United Methodists in 300 congregations 
served by 130 pastors. They need your help in underwriting salary support for this 
ministerial leadership. 
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Y ou can help sustain these vitally 
needed ministries by becoming a 

Parish Partner. Please give (through 
your church treasurer for local church 
and annual conference credit) to Parish 
Partners USA Advance Special 
#982589-0 , or designate your funds for 
one of these conferences: 
Rio Grand Annual Conference #531733-1 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference #583634-4 
Puerto Rico Annual Conference #352696-6 

Gifts will be forwarded to: Advance GCF A, General 
Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, 
Room 1439, New York, NY 10115. 

For further information please contact: 

REV. ABRAHAM CAREY, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
National Program Division Advance 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church , Room 1310 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
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New WOrld Outlook 

TO OUR READERS 
The immigration reform of 1986 has heightened the fears and 

uncertainties of Haitians hoping to make the United States 
their home. Brenda Webber, a New York-based journalist 

who served in the Peace Corps in West Africa, explains how Haitian 
United Methodists are faring in Florida and New York. The Board's 
National Program Division, working with both Haitian and Anglo 
congregations, has created ministries of support with the Haitians. 

Reporting about another troubled hemispheric neighbor in the 
first of two articles, Gregory Beals, a MexiccrCity-based writer who 
visits Guatemala regularly, profiles the small but growing National 
Evangelical Primitive Methodist Church of Guatemala. The church 
has no official ties with U.S. Methodism, but that is likelr to change 
in April, when General Conference votes on a proposa to create a 
concordat relationship with the young and growing Guatemalan 
communion. In the second article, Richard Lord, a photojournalist 
who also travels frequently to Guatemala, shows the dramatic 
changes that have overtaken the Guatemalan highland Indians. The 
intrusion of modern ways and continuing political turbulence in 
Guatemala have altered forever their gentle way of life . 

In Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana, United Methodists are 
supporting community development for blacks and other minori
ties who have been shut out of the economic mainstream for 
decades. Our New Orleans-based correspondent, Keith Weldon 
Medley, reports on support channeled to this community through 
the Black Community Developer program, part of the Board's 
National Program Division. The Board also assists the local 
Fishermen and Concerned Citizens' Association, which has been 
instrumental in winning economic victories for black fishermen in 
this Mississippi River community. 

Mozambique, an embattled nation in the southeastern corner of 
Africa, is a beleaguered country whose Unitf7d Methodists are 
struggling amidst a savage civil war and recurring famine . Jim 
Owen, a New York City-based writer, traveled to Mozambique 
during a fact-finding trip last year for the World Division. His article 
describes a church and a nation in crisis. Profound shortages plague 
the country, and a chronic lack of money has slowed the rapid 
growth of the Mozambican Methodist Annual Conference. 

Sarawak, an East Malaysian state on Borneo Island, was one of 
the biggest Methodist mission fields in the 'SOs and '60s. As many as 
60 missionaries were posted in the Kapit area, and thousands of 
Iban tribespeople became United Methodists. But in the '70s, the 
U.S. church began withdrawing its missionaries and mission 
programs, reports staff writer Nelson A. Navarro, whose portrait of 
Sarawak is the second in a four-part series on Christians in 
Southeast Asia . 

COMING IN MARCH: New World Outlook celebrates the 40th 
anniversary of The United Methodist Church' s Advance for Christ's 
Mission program. The Advance' s "second-mile" giving emphasis 
has enabled Methodism to build new churches, give aid in times of 
crisis and carry the gospel message to everyone, everywhere. 

THE EDITORS 
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Mission 1 

Memo 
News and Analysis 
of Developments 
In Christian Mission 

February 1988 

UMC Membership. The United Methodist 
Church began 1988 with an official 
total of 9,086,576 lay members in 
the United States and Puerto Rico. 
The figure is based on reports from 
37,750 local congregations for the 
calendar year 1986. Inclusion of 
38,000 ordained clergy brings the 
total to 9,125,000, or 67,400 fewer 
members than in 1985. 

The Middle East. United Methodist 
bishops have been asked to respond 
to appeals from Christian churches 
in Jerusalem and the Middle East for 
prayers and action on behalf of 
•suffering sisters and brothers in 
camps on the West Bank and Gaza." 
Bishop James M. Ault, GBGM 
president, and General Secretary 
Randolph Nugent sent letters Jan. 28 
to every bishop requesting the 
publication of appeals from the 
Middle East Council of Churches 
concerning "the "brutal repression 
and deep human suffering in the land 
of Palestine where the church was 
founded." Mr. Nugent and Bishop Ault 
urged the bishops to ask 
congregations to express their 
solidarity with the Palestinians 
through worship and donations of 
money and food. 

Mission Evangelism. Methodism is 
still called to evangelize 
throughout the world, but its form 
must be shaped by the contexts in 
which it takes place. This was the 
conclusion of some sixty Methodists 
from the U.S. and around the world 

who gathered at Epworth-by-the-Sea, 
Georgia in January to explore the 
dimensions of the GBGM's new 
initiative in mission evangelism. 
The meeting was sponsored by the 
Board's World Program Division. The 
Rev. Philip Potter, former general 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, said in his keynote talk 
that "evangelism belongs to the very 
being of the United Methodist 
Church." [See a full report in the 
May New World Outlook] 

New Ethiopian Famine. Crop failures, 
drought and sabotage have now begun 
to haunt the East African nation of 
Ethiopia once again. At their Jan. 
21-23 meeting in Des Moines, 
directors of the GBGM's United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
Program Department (UMCOR) voted to 
make a $100,000 grant for emergency 
relief to Ethiopia. Norma Kehrberg, 
head of UMCOR, explained that the 
funds would be used to help buy 
high-protein biscuits and food 
transportation. Ms. Kehrberg said 
that unless Ethiopia receives 
sustained development aid, another 
famine like that of 1984-85 may 
recur. At their fal~ 1987 meeting, 
the UMCOR directors reallocated 
$400,000 from a long-term Ethiopian 
development program into emergency 
aid. Over the past three years, 
UMCOR has contributed $3.5 million 
to Ethopian development aid and 
emergency relief. United Methodists 
are asked to contribute to Ethiopian 
relief through Advance Special 
#101900-4. 

Jubilee '87. 650 college students, 
150 campus ministers and 100 
resource people from across the 
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country and around the world 
gathered in St. Louis Dec . 28-Jan. l 
for Jubilee 1 87, the first 
Methodist-sponsored national student 
conference in over 20 years . Bishop 
Leontine T.C. Kelly (San Francisco 
Area) opened the event with a "call 
to Jubilee," a biblical term for a 
time when God's justice and mercy 
prevail on earth. However, an 
international panel of speakers said 
in various ways that such a time 
will not come easily. Bishop Paulo 
Ayres Mattos of Brazil questioned 
whether Christians groomed on 
western college campuses can 
recognize an oppressive social order 
and offer hope in a world where 
people have become devalued. The 
event was sponsored by a number of 
UMC agencies, including the GBGM's 
National and World Program 
Divisions. The year-end gather i ng 
was a 50th anniversary celebration 
of the first national Methodist 
student conference held in St. Louis. 

Peckham Sentenced. William Peckham, 
a former ministerial member of the 
Central Illinois Annual Conference, 
was sentenced on Jan. 6 to 364 days 
in county jail after his conviction 
of sexually abusing a 14-year-old 
boy . In addition, Mr. Peckham will 
be placed on four years' probation. 

Racism On The Rise. Acts of violence 
against racial and ethnic minorities 
have reached epidemic proportions 
across the United States, according 
to a recent study sponsored by the 
National Council of Churches. The 
report found that violence has 
extended well beyond organized "hate 
groups" such as the Ku Klux Klan and 
neo-Nazis , and new targets 
increasingly are recent i11111igrants 
such as Asians and Hispanics. 
Entitled "They Don't All Wear 
Sheets." the study called racially 
motivated violence "a largely 
unrecognized cancer eating away our 
co11111unities and social 
institutions." The report describes 
incidents ranging from vandalism 
(54) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

against synagogues, cross - burnings 
and assaults to murders and 
bombings. While white supremacist 
movements such as the Klan still 
account for much hate violence, the 
incidents have been increasingly 
co11111itted by unorganized groups. 
Whites who have spoken out against 
racism have also been subject to 
attacks and reprisals, the report 
said. Meanwhile, the World Council 
of Churches has called upon U.S. 
churches to rekindle their 
commitment to fighting racism. The 
challenge came from the leaders of 
the WCC's Program to Combat Racism 
(PCR), who met in Los Angeles in 
late January. The meeting, which 
included overseas and U.S. church 
leaders, "implored the church to 
confess its culpability in the 
maintenance of institutional racism" 
throughout society. A "backlash" 
among white church members was 
blamed for the perceived decline of 
denominational support for 
anti-racism work. 

China Bibles. Dedication of a $7.3 
million Bible printing plant in 
Nanjing, China in early December was 
attended by more than 200 people, 
including Christians from nine 
countries. Diane Allen, a United 
Methodist mission intern from the 
GBGM, was in the group, joining 
Chinese government officials and 
Chinese Christian leaders. "The 
Bible is an important book for all 
of humanity," said Bishop K.H. Ting, 
president of the China Christian 
Council. The new press is a project 
of the Amity Foundation, a social 
service organization founded in 1985 
by Chinese Christians. Church bodies 
throughout the world donated $6 
million through the United Bible 
Societies to help build the new 
plant ·-- the Ch i na Program of the 
Board's World Program Division 
donated $50,000. 

~Houston Declaration". In an early 
salvo against a drive planned for 
General Conference toward 
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liberalizing The United Methodist 
Church's ban on homosexuals in 
ordained ministry, 48 hand-picked 
United Methodist clergy have 
endorsed the "Houston Declaration." 
The group called for retaining the 
ban on ordination or appointment · of 
self-avowed practicing homosexuals 
to ordained ministry. Meeting in 
Houston in December, the ministers 
issued a statement that read in 
part: "In the face of actions by 
some boards and agencies and caucus 
groups that tend to undermine these 
certainties ... we feel compelled to 
speak to the three crucial truths 
which are essential to the life, 
witness and scriptural integrity of 
the church." The group will mail its 
statement to all clergy, local 
church leaders and General 
Conference delegates. 

Accessibility Grants. Congregations 
in Puerto Rico, Alaska and the 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference were among 74 UM churches 
awarded grants to make their worship 
and buildings more accessible to 
persons with disabilities. The 
grants were made by the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Program 
Department of the GBGM. The grants 
helped fund projects ranging from 
installation of ramps at church 
buildings to employing a 
sign-language interpreter for 
hearing-impaired persons in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Churches may 
apply for 1988 grants by writing to 
Room 350, 475 R1vers1de Dr1ve, New 
York, NY 10115. Deadline is April 15. 

The Nation's Poorest Counties. A new 
survey of the 25 poorest counties in 
the United States shows them to be 
clustered in South Dakota's Native 
American reservations, the 
Texas-Mexico border, Appalachia and 
the Mississippi River Delta. The 
National Program Division of the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
did the study to provide data for 
devising new mission strategies in 
combatting poverty. The Rev. Douglas 

Johnson, research director for the 
division, coordinated the study, 
which involved site visits to 22 of 
the 25 poorest counties. Per capita 
income in 1986 was the primary 
indicator in ranking the poor 
counties. The study found that a 
truly poor county is one with many 
persons who are not in the economic 
mainstream, and who have large 
families. Very high unemployment, 
substandard housing an~ a lack of 
natural resources are other factors 
that characterize these counties. 
The UMC is present in 17 of the 25 
counties, said Mr. Johnson. [June 
1988 New World Outlook will profile 
some of these counties in an entire 
issue devoted to poverty in America.] 

GBGM Union Rejected. Non-executive 
employees of the General Board of 
Global Ministries in New York have 
again rejected District 65 of the 
United Auto Workers as their 
collective bargaining agent. The 
result of the Jan. 13 vote was 91-69 
against, and the results were 
certified by the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB). The union 
became the Board workers' bargaining 
agent in 1982, but in December 1986 
employees voted to "decertify" the 
union. The Jan. 13 election was 
mandated following a ruling last 
October by the NLRB that GBGM 
management had engaged in 
"objectionable" conduct. GBGM 
workers will now receive retroactive 
pay increases for raises withheld 
since January 1987. 

New Bishop for Nigeria. Bishop 
Thomas S. Bangura, episcopal leader 
of the west African nation of Sierra 
Leone, is the new bishop for The 
Muri United Methodist Church in 
Nigeria. Until now, the Muri 
Provisional Annual Conference had 
been supervised by Bishop Arthur F. 
Kulah of Liberia, also in the West 
Africa Central Conference. Doreen 
Tilghman, Africa secretary for the 
GBGM's World Program Division, who 
attended the Muri 
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Church's fifth annual conference in 
December, credited Bishop Kulah's 
efforts in helping achieve a 
"reconciliation pact" for the badly 
divided Muri church. 

Boston University. Allegations of 
sexism and racism at Boston 
University School of Theology have 
prompted a formal inquiry by United 
Methodism's educational review 
agency. Members of the University 
Senate, a group charged with 
evaluating schools, colleges and 
universities related to The United 
Methodist Church, voted Jan. 7-8 to 
send a fact -finding team to Boston. 
BU is one of 13 theological schools 
supported by the UMC's Ministerial 
Education Fund. A controversy over 
the school's refusal to renew the 
contract of liberation theologian 
Elizabeth Bettenhausen in 1986 was 
the most recent in a long series of 
conflicts between the school's 
faculty and the university 
administration, headed by President 
John Silber. Ms. Bettenhausen, a 
Lutheran, asked the Senate and the 
church's General Convnission on the 
Status and Role of Women to 
investigate her charges that her 
dismissal was indicative of a 
pattern of racism and sexism at the 
BU theology school. 

Personalia . The Rev. Rene 0. 
Bideaux , 56, deputy general 
secretary of the GBGM's National 
Division, has resigned his post 
effective June 30. Mr . Bideaux, who 
has led the division since 1981, was 
a missionary to Costa Rica in the 
1960s and served in pastorates in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island and 
directed the Hinton Rural Life 
Center i n Hayesville, N.C. Mr. 
Bideaux i s a member of the North 
Carolina Annual Conference . .. In 
other personnel changes in the 
National Program Division, the Rev. 
Thomas J. Gallen, assistant general 
secretary for congregational 
development, wil l leave that job at 
year ' s end; the Rev. James L. 
[56) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

Barber, head of finance and field 
service, will return to field work 
July 1 ... The Rev. Charles Lerrigo, 
director of interpretive services 
for the GBGM's Mission Education and 
Cultivation Program Department, will 
leave April 1 to become editor of 
the California-Nevada Annual 
Conference ... Nancy Sartin, 
literature editor in the MECPD, will 
leave the Board to become a 
missionary in Taiwan ... The Rev.~ 
Thomas Trotter, 61, outgoing general 
secretary of the Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, has been 
named new president of Alaska 
Pacific University in Anchorage. Mr. 
Trotter will succeed Glenn 
Olds ... Laura Okumu has been named to 
replace Darrell R. Shamblin as 
editor of The Interpreter in 
Nashville, Tenn. Mr. Shamblin has 
been promoted to associate 
publisher. Ms. Okumu has been 
associate editor for four years. 

Deaths. The Rev. Charles W. Ranson, 
84, a United Methodist minister who 
served as general secretary of the 
International Missionary Council, 
died Jan. 23 in Florida. Born in 
Northern Ireland, Mr. Ranson was a 
missionary to India before moving to 
the U.S ... Bishop Johannes Gultom of 
the Methodist Church of Indonesia 
died of a heart attack Nov. 21, 1987 
in Sumatra ... Dorothy R. Chapman, a 
former employee in both Women's and 
National Program Divisions, died 
Jan. 28 in Dunedin, Fla ... Carmen 
Lowry, a retired deaconess who 
served for 42 years in Texas, 
Florida and North Carolina, died 
Dec. 10, 1987 at the age of 
86 ... Rowena Ferguson, a writer and 
curriculum editor who influenced 
generations of young Methodists, 
died Jan . 13 in Nashville at the age 
of 83. Ms. Ferguson retired in 1970 
after a 40-year career with The 
United Methodist Publishing 
House ... Freer Latham of Australia, 
known to United Methodists worldwide 
through her long involvement in the 
World Federation of Methodist Women, 
died Jan. 13 in Sydney. 
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Editorials 
AIDING OUR PARTNER 
CHURCHES IN CRISIS 

The Bishops' Appeal for Partner Churches in 
Crisis is a crucial test of our understanding of 
mission partnership and the global economy. 

While the spiritual vitality of our partner. churches 
remains as strong as ever, their physical and 
economic condition cannot but reflect the unsound 
fiscal climates in those countries. At the moment, 
that climate is very, very poor. 

What the bishops have recognized is that the crises 
many of our partner churches in the developing 
world face are deep, global and "systemic," involv
ing a complex set of factors largely beyond their 
control. And that is what we in the U.S. church must 
understand. Many of our colleague churches are in 
countries saddled with gigantic debt burdens and 
triple-digit inflation. These are countries that for 
decades have struggled with hunger, poverty and 
war. Natural calamities-droughts, floods and ty
phoons-make matters even worse. 

Because an immediate response is required to 
meet staggering economic needs, the General Board 
of Global Ministries has reallocated $6 million to help 
meet these needs. The bishops have asked the 
congregations to give an additional $9 million. 

United Methodists in the United States and other 
developed countries may have difficulty under
standing the problems involved. It may be difficult 
for many of us to imagine the plight of Methodists in 
countries like Bolivia or Mozambique. In Bolivia, the 
inflation rate topped a mind-boggling 20,000 percent 
in 1985. Severe unemployment and hardship ensued 
when the government took drastic measures to 
correct the problem. This exacts a toll on our 
colleague churches. 

In Mozambique, the church cannot afford trans
portation for its district superintendents, and no new 
churches are being built. A brutal civil war is taking 
the lives of scores of United Methodists and, to date, 
has destroyed buildings and equipment vital to the 
church's ministry in that country. The national 
economy is in shambles. This is a partner church in 
crisis. 

Africa is a continent in terrible shape. Cuts in 
foreign aid, plummeting commodity prices and 
rising African debt threaten the continent with 
permanent impoverishment. According to a recent 
United Nations report, some Western nations, 
including the United States, are cutting foreign aid to 
Africa at a time when dozens of African nations are 
undertaking painful changes in economic policies 
that have long been advocated by Western govern
ments and development experts. 

Governments in the 29 poorest African nations 
have devalued currency to a level that was about 30 
percent lower on average in 1986 than their peak 
levels in 1983. Four-fifths of 38 African countries 
deregulated food production, while one-third cut 
food subsidies. A collapse in commodity prices cost 
Africa $19 billion last year alone-weakening many 

African countries so much that they were forced to 
stop their international debt payments altogether. 

The economic outlook for much of Latin America 
and parts of Asia is not much better. Literally 
millions of Latin American children are forced to live 
on city streets, and our colleague churches there are 
unable to respond adequately for lack of money. 
Evangelism programs in Asia are curtailed for the 
same reason. Basic institutional upkeep, mission 
outreach, even salaries, are abandoned because of 
the pervasive impact of the global economic crisis. 
Which, in turn, has worsened the lot of our partner 
churches. 

We therefore appeal to the Reagan Administration 
and the Congress to lead the international communi
ty, especially major Western donors, in increasing 
aid to developing countries. 

But the first step, we believe, would be for our 
government to cease its own cutting of non-military 
aid to developing countries. What needs to be cut is 
the monstrous annual debt-servicing costs for Third 
World nations, which amount to more than half of 
some nations' gross national product. 

Above all, however, looms the partnership we, as 
United Methodists, have with our colleague Meth
odists in those troubled lands. In a sense, our own 
well-being, our own spiritual integrity, is inter
twined with that of our Methodist partners in 
Bolivia, Mozambique and other countries. We 
cannot hope to heal all the hurt or assuage all the 
need there in our time. But we are not fulfilling our 
commitment to mission and partnership unless we 
strive mightily to do so. 

HA VE PUBLIC ETHICS 
BOTTOMED OUT 

S ocial philosopher Marshall McLuhan once 
observed, " 'Real life' often appears, at least, 
to be an imitation of art." And British essayist 

G. K. Chesterton once suggested, "Art, like morality, 
consists in drawing the line somewhere." Both 
observations have tantalizing contemporary appli
cation. 

In real life, a blurred moral line extends from Wall 
Street to the White House. A December flurry of 
sentencing, verdict rendering and indicting, put 
Wall Street speculator Ivan F. Boesky back in the 
headlines, along with former White House deputy 
chief of staff, Michael Deaver and Attorney General 
Edwin Meese the 3rd. 

Boesky was sentenced to three years in prison for 
conspiring to file false stock trading records. Deaver 
was found guilty on three charges of lying under 
oath about his presidential friendship and White 
House influence to garner colossal profits as a 
lobbyist. And two associates of Attorney General 
Meese were indicted (along with a third man) on 
charges involving payoffs for trying to win Mr. 
Meese's assistance for the Wedtech Corporation, a 
New York City-based military contractor. Although 

NEW WORLD OutLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 
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Mr. Meese was not indicted, special prosecutor 
James McKay said he was continuing to investigate 
"other matters" , thereby validating a New York Times 
editorial observation that "Attorney General Meese 
rarely has a day free of investigators examining his 
conduct.'' 

Although he was only one of several peers 
convicted of criminal misconduct, Ivan Boesky 
became the symbol of Wall Street excesses and illegal 
intrigue. A year ago, Boesky settled civil insider 
trading charges by paying a record $100 million. He 
had been charged with earning $50 million from his 
illegally purchased information, but the Wall Street 
Journa[ estimated the profit to be $203 million. Boesky 
later disclosed that he had also earned $30 million 
from information sold to him for $700,000. 

No fine accompanied Boesky's prison sentence (he 
faced a maximum penalty of five years in jail and a 
$250,000 fine); and the time he will serve in the 
relative comfort of a minimum security prison will 
likely not exceed two years. Commented Chicago 
Tribune columnist Mike Royko:: 

"I'm sure there are millions of law-abiding 
Americans who would gladly trade places with 
(Boesky). Those who can' t get jobs. Those who are 
old and barely surviving on Social Security in a 
two-room walkup in a dangerous neighborhood . 
Those who are virtual prisoners in some of the 
meaner big-city public housing projects. Those who 
have just had their farms auctioned off. It just shows 
what a great society this is. He steals a vast fortune, 
gets caught, is sent to prison and he' s still living 
oetter than millions of Americans. Who says this 
country doesn' t reward ambition?" 

• • • 
Compared to Boesky' s ill-gotten windfalls, Mi-

chael Deaver' s earnings were little more than a 
breeze, but still substantially better than government 
pay. He left his $75,100 a year White House job in 
May, 1985, to set up his own consulting firm (with a 
staff of about eight). By Christmas, Michael K. 
Deaver and Associates had signed corporate and 
foreign government clients paying more than $3 
million. 

Just what clients got for their money is a bit hard to 
determine. Deaver claimed to offer his clients 
assistance with "strategic planning" rather than " the 
quick fix." But the Deaver operation seemed to be 
strategically concentrated upon his former cronies 
and colleagues in the Reagan Administration. TWA, 
for example, seems to have gotten little more than a 
Deaver phone call to then-Secretary of Transporta
tion Elizabeth H. Dole . Deaver's recollection of some 
two dozen other lobbying contacts made on behalf of 
South Korea, Philip Morris International, the Boeing 
Company, Rockwell International Inc. and others 
seems now to be clouded by alcohol abuse. 

Whitney North Seymour Jr., special prosecutor in 
the Deaver case, described the Washington climate 
of temptation and tolerance by saying, "There's too 
much loose money and too little concern in 
Washington about ethics." Temptation comes from 
corporations and foreign governments eager to give 
"vast sums of money" to "consultants whose stock 
in trade is their friendship with persons in high 
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office." Tolerance is exemplified by what the special 
prosecutor called a lack of moral leadership by the 
White House and the Reagan Cabinet. "Until the 
attitudes of government leaders change," he said, 
" there is little that prosecutors can do except put a 
thumb in the dike. " 

In print and on film, art has reversed Marshall 
McLuhan's formula by imitating "real life." Oliver 
Stone's film, Wall Street, portrays the machinations 
of a charismatic scene, Gekko addresses a stockhold
ers' meeting by coldly insisting, "Greed, for lack of a 
better word, is good; greed is right; greed works." It 
is a speech taken from a "real life" address once 
given by Ivan Boesky. Significantly, Douglas' charac
ter is named for an Asian species of lizard. 

Torn Wolfe's best-selling novel, The Bonfire of the 
Vanities, traces the ambition, pretensions and even
tual dissolution of a Park Avenue bond trader named 
Sherman McCoy. He considers himself to be a 
"Master of the Universe" when engaged in the 
worldwide financial manipulations which take place 
each day in the bond trading room of the prestigious 
investment firm of Pierce and Pierce, which Torn 
Wolfe describes thus, "It was an oppressive space 
with a ferocious glare, writhing silhouettes, and the 
roar . .. The writhing silhouettes were the arms and 
torsos of young men, few of them older than forty . 
They had their jackets off. They were moving about 
in an agitated manner and sweating early in the 
morning and shouting, which created the roar. It 
was the sound of well-educated young white men 
baying for money on the bond market." 

Pollster Lou Harris has documented the larger 
presence of the blurred moral line in real life . In his 
1987 book, Inside America, Harris found that "53 
percent said they would, if they could, indulge in 
illegal insider stock trading." Commenting on the 
statistics, Harris observed, "Greed is sky high. " 

So in this lOOth year of the anniversary of his birth, 
the words of poet Carl Sandburg provide a fitting 
epitaph: "Too much money has kilfed men/ and left 
tnern dead years before their burial." 

• • • 
Jesus said it in words which apply to both real and 

eternal life: " If anyone would come after me, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and 
whoever loses her life for my sake and the gospel's 
will save it. For what does it profit a man or woman to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his or her life?" 
(Mark 8:35-37) 

That's the good news about bottom-line profit, 
and Lou Harris sees a future more receptive to its 
application: "The signs indicate that there will be a 
reaction in the late 1980s to the indulgences of the 
early 1980s. In short, a return to conscience appears 
to be growing across the United States, and with it a 
greater self-respect, a respect for the integrity and 
fulfillment in the heart of an individual who feels at 
one with herself or himself in a free society." 

If so, it should be particularly good news for the 
church; that is a church which is able to trace clear 
moral lines leading to the bottom-line, sacrificial, 
all-inclusive, compassionate priorities of Jesus. 
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a By Allan F. Kirton 
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e No person conscious of the mean
ing of the word human could 
possibly support or indulge in 

a terrorism. It is inhuman and dehu
manizes both terrorist and ter
rorized . The strongest possible 
condemnation, as well as acts of 
ostracism against known terrorists 
(for example, those which have 
been undertaken by the majority of 
members of the European commu
nity), would be very much in order 
as a response to this phenomenon. 

But what is terrorism? The 
American College Dictionary defines 
terrorism as "the use of terrorizing 
methods"; the "state of fear so 
produced"; "a method of resisting 
government or governing." The 
same dictionary defines the term 
terrorize as "to fill or overcome with 
terror"; "to dominate or coerce by 
intimidation." 

This seems to imply that any 
individual or group that uses 
means to intimidate, and thereby 
to dominate or coerce, is indulging 
in terrorism. So that to hijack an 
aircraft or other means of mass 
transportation, from which others 
cannot free themselves without 
exposure to mortal danger, is an act 
of terrorism; is it also applicable to 
the interception of a commercial 
aircraft in mid-flight by a fighter 
plane? In my opinion it is. 

It also means that a government 
which uses its legislative powers to 
enact laws which deprive citizens 
of recourse to justice is indulging in 
terrorism. Is it then af plicable to 
actions on the part o a political 
administration to arm troops just 
across the border, knowing that 
those troops can use their military 
superiority, not only to liberate 
their country, but also to violate 
defenseless women, confiscate 
farms and generally to create an 
atmosphere of sustained fear? In 
my opinion it is. 

Of course, there are many who 

believe that terrorists are people 
who ply their trade simply for the 
perverse fun of it. If this were true, 
as in the case of the bullyism often 
portrayed in Hollywood movies, 
one could possibly defend the 
actions of superheros who put an 
end to tyranny and terror. We 
cannot forget, however, that vic
tory usually lasts until a more 
powerful avenger comes along. 
That is always the path of brute 
force. 

The complicated issues involved 
in the unending quest for justice in 
human relationships oblige us to 
deal with causes as well as effects, 
with actions as well as reactions. 
We must focus our attention on the 
social, economic and political 
problems which underlie terror
ism. 

For example, to pretend to un
derstand 'terrorism' in the Middle 
East without considering the in
tractable Palestinian problem is to 
miss the reality of the issue by a 
"country mile." What this indi
cates is that, more often than not, it 
has become so difficult to tell the 
" terrorists" from the "good guys" 
that we are unable to respond with 
enthusiasm and alacrity to any
one's campaign against terrorism, 
however justifiable the campaign 
may be made to appear. 

An examination of almost any 
situation in which terrorism is 
involved indicates that even some 
of those whose hands appear to be 
clean are among the biggest mar
keters of fear. 

The issue is clouded further 
when geopolitical and ideological 
considerations are introduced . 
And with the present penchant of 
the U.S. for redefining terms and 
concepts to suit its political conve
nience, the judgment on who or 
what a terrorist is cannot and must 
not be made too hastily. 

And "punitive action" needs to 

be undertaken with even less 
haste. This is especially true when 
that action is military in nature and 
involves the infringing of territorial 
borders because it then becomes an 
act of international irresponsibility 
creating serious dangers and fear. 

Scores of people, some of whom 
claimed to be Christians, were 
celebrants of the April 1986, U.S. 
aerial and naval attacks on Libyan 
territory. Interestingly, the celebra
tion was indulged in by persons 
who would otherwise claim that 
they are non-violent, but who, for 
that occasion, turned their moral 
ploughshares into swords. 

We are called to participate in the 
search for a realistic way, to negoti
ate solutions which will reduce the 
tide of vengeance by addressing 
the basic problems which lead 
desperate people to confront 
others with a policy of deliberate 
terrorism. 

In the meantime, our alternative 
has to be not military confrontation 
with its potential for global confla
gration, but the employment, 
without undue superpower ma
nipulation, of those existing agen
cies (or of new and more appropri
ate ones) which aim at resolving 
conflict through peaceful and 
non-destructive means. 

Christians must reflect together 
on the issue of terrorism, not on the 
basis of a new terrorism of ideas 
which blackmails us into joining a 
senseless stampede to satisfy our 
allies and friends but rather on the 
basis of a genuine search for solu
tions which coincide with our own 
agenda for peace, justice and a 
sustainable society. o 

The Rev. Allan F. Kirton is a minister 
of The Methodist Church of the Carib
bean and the Americas and general 
secretary of the Caribbean Conference 
of Churches, which is headquartered in 
Barbados, West Indies. 



The Christians 
of Southeast Asia 
Part II 

Photo and Text by Nelson Navarro 

Landmark church, international school, and bookstore (above) greet visitors to the large Methodist compound in downtown Sibu. 
Right: Lunch time at an all-Methodist longhouse outside Kapit . 

Along the mighty Rejang River and families under one roof-to live in 
the endless banks of Sarawak's growing jungle towns as well as in 
complex network of rivers dwell major cities along the coast. 
most of its estimated 600,000 native Located some 250 miles the Re
peop les, some 38 percent of jang, Kapit, the acknowledged 
Sarawak's 1.6 million population. capital of Than country, is a proud 
About three-fourths of the aborigi- Christian center that presides over 
nal population are Ibans, once a densely forested chunk of 
known in the West as headhunting Sarawak the size of Maryland. 
"wild men of Borneo," but who Another 200 miles farther 
have adapted to modern life over upriver in Belaga, seat of the 
the last 40 years. Kayans and other Orang Ulu (in-

The Ibans have come a long way. digenous people), the Roman 
Over the years, more than half of Catholics as well as other Protes
them converted to Christianity and tant denominations have extended 
began to move out of their long- Christian influence to the very 
houses-often whole villages of 35 heart of the wild Bornean jungle, 
12 [60) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

right to the mountainous border 
Sarawak shares with the giant 
Kalimantan state of the Islamic 
nation of Indonesia. 

How did the Christian faith get 
so deeply into the once-forbidding 
jungle world of Sarawak? What 
does the Christian presence mean 
in today's Sarawak? What has 
become of Methodist mission work 
among the !bans? 

In recent years, Christian ob
servers have been asking these 
questions that touch very directly 
on the future of Christianity, not 
only in Sarawak but in the /re
dominantly Islamic worl of 
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Southeast Asia as well. In many 
ways, Sarawak and its neighboring 
state of Sabah may hold the keys to 
the dilemma of Malaysia's embat
tled Christian minority, simply 
because they are the only two out 
of 13 federal states where Chris
tians have developed enough nu
merical and political strength to 
fend off the rising tide of Muslim 
fundamentalism in a country that 
has been Muslim-dominated but 
officially committed to the ideal of a 
secular society. 

Reminders of the Christian pres
ence stick out in the Sarawak 
landscape. In the state capital of 
Kuching, the central place in the 
huge padang or city square belongs 
to the Episcopal Cathedral; the 
newly rebuilt state mosque is lo
cated farther back in the city's 
teeming market area. On the main 
street of Sibu, the second richest 
city which sits on the Rejang 
estuary, residents and visitors alike 
cannot miss running into the large 
Methodist compound, dominated 
by a church that is a landmark for 
being the city's oldest church. 

Because of their special position 
in the largely autonomous and 
resource-rich East Malaysia terri
tory, Sarawak Christians exude an 
air of confidence as they openly 
work to build more churches all 
over the state and try to win over 
the remaining animistic population 
to the Christian faith. 

Under Malaysian law, all Malays 
are presumed to be Muslims and 
there are very strict taboos about 
Christian proselytizing. Conse
quently, the predominantly Chi
nese Christian community has fo
cused all its outreach evangelistic 
activities towards the native peo
ples. 

Background 
Seemingly solid and permanent, 
the Christian presence in Sarawak 
does not date much longer than 130 
years. In fact, for most of those 
years, Christianity was no more 
than another religion practiced by a 
small, cohesive community largely 
made up of Chinese immigrants. 

Until the end of World War II, 
the Ibans, the Kenyahs, Kayans 
and other tribes, were left largely to 
themselves by the entrepreneurial 
Chinese and the farming Malays, 
who concentrated in the prosper
ous coastal cities of Kuching and 
Sibu, as well as in Miri and Bintulu, 
the two boomtowns created in the 
1970s by Sarawak's multibillion-

dollar offshore oil and natural gas 
industries. 

The long period of lban isolation 
persisted despite the fact that Ang
lican missionaries have been in 
Sarawak since the 1850s when the 
British adventurer James Brooke 
acquired the territory from the 
adjacent Islamic sultanate of Brunei. 

Among the latter arrivals were 
Methodists from China's Fukien 
province who came in the early 
1900s in the aftermath of the Boxer 
Rebellion. Like the Anglicans and 
the Roman Catholics before them, 
they focused their mission work 
almost solely on their fellow Chi
nese immigrants, keeping clear of 
both the staunchly Muslim Malays 
and the geographically remote ani
mistic native tribes. 

The gradual penetration of 
Christianity to the Than hinterlands 
began in earnest after the Japanese 
Occupation of the early 1940s, a 
period of turmoil and expansion 
that signalled the end of the Brooke 
"White Rajah" dynasty, the com
ing of direct British rule, and the 
outbreak of a fierce but unsuccess
ful communist-led insurgency. In 
1963, Sarawak joined the newly 
independent nation of Malaysia. 

In the post-World War II years, a 
Methodist missionary, Burr 
Baughman, found himself at the 
vanguard of Christian mission to 
the Ibans and other native tribes by 
establishing a small school for Than 
children in Kapit. From its humble 
beginnings, Baughman's school 
gradually became the spawning 
ground for the first generation of 
modern lban leaders. This became 

This is· the second of a four-part 
series of articles on "The Christians 
of South Asia." The first part, 
"Sabah: Upholding the Malaysian 
Dream" appeared in the January 
1988 issue of New World Outlook. 
Next month, in the March issue, we 
follow up with the third article 
" Why Singapore ls Different" 
which touches on political and 
religious tensions in the booming 
city state. The series concludes with 
"Going the Sumatra Way," sche
duled for the May issue, which 
profiles one of the fastest-growing 
Christian communities in the world. 

' 

so after some lban chieftains took 
to sending their children to the 
school and began hearing of the 
"strong Jesus religion" that they 
came to regard as the basis for the 
awe-inspiring power of the West. 

Years of Decision 
One day, four of the most powerful 
lban chieftains, including Te
monggong Koh, the paramount 
leader himself, asked to be bap
tized into the hitherto all-Chinese 
Methodist Church of Sarawak. 
Word immediately spread about 
this historic conversion and, in no 
time at all, Methodists all over the 
world began hearing of little
known Sarawak and the remark
able story of how its once-fear
some headhunting Ibans had 
begun to tum away from their 
primitive culture to accept the 
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ways of the modern world and the 
Christian faith. 

So rapid was the advance of 
Christianity among the !bans that 
in 1956, the General Conference of 
American Methodism declared 
Sarawak one of its four "Lands of 
Decision" for the 1956-60 qua
drennium, the others being the 
Belgian Congo (now Zaire), Korea 
and Bolivia. 

"Sarawak was chosen," said Dr. 
Harold Brewster, one of the prime 
movers behind the big Metnodist 
push starting in 1954, "because 
150,000 !bans are forsaking their 
primitive life for a new pattern. 
This pattern will probably center in 
a new faith, which may well be 
Christianity, if the church can 
move forward now when they are 
beginning to make their decision." 

Convinced that medical work 
was the most "wonderful tool of 
evangelism" to the !bans, Dr. 
Brewster set up the first hospital 
and mobile health services ever to 
be built in Than country. Baugh
man' s little school spawned facili
ties for complete elementary and 
middle school programs, and a 
theological school was set up to 
train Ibans for ministry to native 
people farther in the interior. 

Operated apart from the Chinese 
schools and missions in Sarawak's 
cities, the Kapit mission by the 
1960s literally became a showpiece 
of international mission. From 
three missionary couples in 1949, 
the mission came to include as 
many as 50 Methodist mission
aries, among them Americans, Fili
pinos, Taiwanese, Thais, Indians 
and Sumatrans. The scope of their 
work encompassed a wide field 
that included running a school for 
several hundred children and 
operating a 60-bed hospital that, 
by 1962, treated more than 20,000 
patients a year. 

So impressive were the achieve
ments of the Kapit-based mission 
that both Brewster and Baughman 
were shortly honored with the 
prestigious "Star of Sarawak" 
medal by the state government for 
their pioneering work in a remote 
area a1most totally without govern
ment services. 

Sarawak's British governor, Sir 
Malcolm MacDonald, in his ac
claimed book Borneo People wrote 
movingly of the Ibans's accelerat
ing integration into the modern 
world and was particularly im
pressed by the work of Methodist 
missionaries. 

On the evangelism front, the 
Iban Methodist membership 
climbed from virtually a handful in 
1950 to 2,000 members in 1956, the 
year mission work was stepped up 
by the mother church in the United 
States. In 1960, the first !ban 
minister was ordained and two 
years later, the Malaysian church's 
old Sarawak annual conference 
was divided into separate Chinese 
and !ban groups. 

"The expansion has been so 
rapid," noted one visiting World 
Outlook writer in 1962, "that mis
sionaries and Than leaders have not 
been able to keep up with growing 
needs." 

By the early 1970s, !ban Method
ists could lay claim to being, in 
effect, the state's second largest 
Protestant denomination after the 
Anglicans, with some 15,000 mem
bers who belonged to more than 
300 longhouse churches. 

Despite its rapid growth, 
Sarawak's !ban Methodist mission 
did not exist apart from the world
wide movements calling for self
determination of Third World peo
ples. At the same time, the admin
istrative and financial burden of 
running the Kapit-based mission, 
particularly the Christ Hospital, 
had become too heavy for the 
American mother church to carry. 

Over the years, the !ban mission 
received millions of dollars from 
the United States that went into the 
building of impressive health and 
educational facilities, now perma
nent reminders of the Methodist 
role in transforming the tiny village 
of Kapit into a modern town. 

Generally supportive of devel
oping local leaders who would one 
day take over mission work, the 
missionaries realized that their 
days were numbered in Kapit. 
Adding to this development was 
word from the Sarawak govern
ment that it was ready to assume 
full responsibility for deYeloping 
Kapit into a divisional headquar
ters with expanded facilities for the 
native feoples. In 1974, Christ 
Hospita was sold to the govern
ment and the Methodist mission
aries left for the United States and 
other parts of the world. 

After 18 years of intense mis
sionary work, the !bans were final
ly on their own. 

Years Alone 
"Those years were very difficult," 
said Dennis Fraude, a Malaysian 
layman who has headed Methodist 
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Upriver in the Belaga (bottom), a 
group of Kayan youths relax after a 
gruelling game of volleyball . On a 
heavily forested bend of the Rajang, 
fl.oating gas station (below) , waits to 
service hundreds of riverboats. 

communications work in Sibu for 
many years. "There was complete 
breakdown of communications 
after the departure of the mission
aries. There ,was just no contact." 

Echoing a view shared by many 
former missionaries and General 
Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) 
executives, Fraude said the 
church's !ban work virtually col-



1 for lapsed in the late 1970s for the very 
Jiete simple reason that American as
ions sistance was "so overwhelming" 
lion· during the "Years of Decision" that 
let." they could not help but pull the 
lany plug on the Ibans when they 
1eral suddenly left in 1974. 
GM) "At one time," said Fraude, 
the "GBGM staffmembers only went 
col· to Kuala Lumpur and completely 

forgot our side of Malaysia." 
Almost 20 years after the Meth

odist withdrawal, the trauma re
mained fresh in the minds of many 
Than Methodists, according to Ms. 
Rey Valencia Schumann, who, 
along with her husband, served as 
missionaries in Kapit in the 1960s. 

"They told us it was unwise of us 
to have left," she says, recalling 
meetings with old friends during a 
visit to Sarawak last year. "They 
said we should have insisted with 
the government on a more orderly 
transfer. Because we left so sud
denly, the medical and education 
work suffered badly during those 
years." 

Financially, the missionary pull
out all but crippled Than work. This 
was to be expected because, with 
the missionaries gone, there were 
hardly any persons left to cultivate 
support in the American churches. 
In 1973, the Ibans could only raise 
about $2,000 from their local 
churches, which could in no way 
cover their annual church budget 

of $100,000. 
Although the GBGM and some 

Methodist churches in West Ma
laysia and Singapore have been 
pitching in, the Than annual confer
ence found itself in a perpetual 
state of budgetary deficits . In more 
recent years, it has been dan
gerously drawing more and more 
funds from its pastor endowment 
funds to cover the shortfalls. 

As may be expected, the 
church's fledgling pool of 13 native 
pastors got depleted very fast on 
account of financial difficulties . 

"I was the only one left," said the 
Rev. Bangau Amping, Than district 
superintendent in Kapit . " The 
others felt bad about giving up the 
ministry to take jobs in the post 
office and with the government. 
But they had no choice. They had 
families to support. " 

Today, he said, although the 
church has slowly rebuilt its ranks 
of Than pastors to 34, they still draw 
the lowest salaries among all Meth
odist pastors in Malaysia. 

In fact, the current Than annual 
conference budget of $200,000 is so 
unrealistically low that it repre
sents the budget of just one of the 
rich Chinese Methodist churches 
in Sibu. With that amount, the Than 
Methodists have to serve 30,000 
members who belong to a bewil
deringly farflung network of 57 
churches and chapels and 500 
longhouses that double as worship 
places. 

Moving Ahead 
For all the past trials and tribula
tions, both Fraude and Amping are 
proud of the fact that Than Method
ism has survived the debacle of the 
1970s. They are optimistic about 
the future and far from daunted by 
the ironic twists inflicted by rapid 
modernization on the once-self
sufficient world of the Ibans. 

"They still don't think much in 
terms of money," says Fraude of 
the Ibans. "They think in terms of 
chickens and pigs. So they have 
little to give when you ask for 
money." 

In spite of hardships among 
many Ibans, the church's collec
tions for 1987 came to $40,000, 
almost a phenomenal jump from 
the meagre collection of $2,000 in 
1973, although hardly enough to 
cover perennial deficits . Part of the 
reason for this significant increase 
is that some Than pastors have 
learned to look closer to home for 
support of their church work. 
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Thirty years ago, the growth of Christianity 
among the Ibans was so rapid that 
American Methodism declared Sarawak 
one of its four "Lands of Decision." 

"Some of the !bans have become 
very rich," says Bishop C. N. Fang, 
the head of the Methodist Church 
of Malaysia, of the Than stake in the 
lucrative timber industry. "They 
are even richer than some Chinese. 
The whole problem is that until last 
year the Than pastors have not been 
visiting those rich !bans and have 
not asked them to come to church." 

In Kapit, Than business appears 
to be robust even in the face of 
strong Chinese economic competi
tion. For instance, the town's only 
modern hotel and social watering 
hole is the 60-room Meligai Hotel, 
owned by a prominent Than Meth
odist family. Here, and in other 
major towns, there is a small but 
growing Than middle class of pro
fessionals, government employ
ees, teachers and small merchants. 

But elsewhere, the !bans face 
dire prospects because of the poor 
state of agriculture in Sarawak. 
Much of the forest land is hilly and 
the soil is not good for agriculture. 

But beyond that, there are no 
incentives for farming because 
transport costs to bring crops to 
market remain very high and could 
barely pay for the petroleum to run 
a boat down river to Sibu. 

In recent years, however, the 
government has been extending 
subsidy to farmers by providing 
fertilizers and training in the culti
vation of new crops like coconut 
and rubber. 

But by and large, the economic 
mainstay of the !bans is the timber 
industry, that in 1987 accounted for 
$4. 7 billion in log exports or 12 
percent of all Malaysian exports, 
most of it drawn from the wild 
forests of Sarawak. 

Ironically, logs and energy (gas 
and oil) are economic factors that 
today offer economic hope as well 
as ecological disaster to the forest
dwelling !bans. 

Already, battlelines are forming 
over the proposed construction of a 
mammoth hydroelectric dam in 
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Upper Belaga that has been de
signed to generate enough energy 
for the entire Southeast Asian 
region. The big hitch to this multi
billion dollar project is that thou
sands of acres of tribal ancestral 
land will have to be flooded to 
create the dam. 

Many Than community leaders, 
drawing support from environ
mentalists all over the world, op
pose the project on grounds that it 
will wreak havoc on the state's 
fragile ecological balance, while at 
the same time contribute little to 
the economic uplift of the native 
tribes. Project supporters however 
say that the dam will provide 
abundant and cheap energy to 
spark industrial development of 
the entire region. 

In the meantime, Than Methodist 
leaders have more immediate con
cerns to keep them busy, particu
larly the church's recent entry into 
its fourth area of work (after the 
Ka pit, Sibu and Sarikei areas) in the 
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Outside Chempro office in 
Kapit, the Rev. Amping 
(below, left) meets with the 
Rev. Ling, head of the Chinese 
Annual Conference. Just off 
Kuching' s main square 
(opposite page) is the newly 
refurbished state mosque. 

Bintulu district where the Rejang 
and the Kamena rivers converge. 

So tight is the budget for this 
district, centered in the tiny village 
of Sebauh, that when the two 
people assigned to it go out to the 
Ionghouses, their clinic closes. 

Called the Chempro project, 
sponsored by both Chinese and 
Iban annual conferences, the Se
bauh operation provides basic 
health and sanitation services to 
the isolated longhouses of the 
district. 

"We are a bridge between the 
longhouse and the government," 
says Henry Penguan Bau, who 
often goes out on his canoe with 
assistant Michael Chagat, to teach 
proper nutrition to the villagers 
and to conduct preaching services 
in the corridors of the longhouses. 
He says the government provides 
for medical supplies that are dis
tributed free to the people. 

They' re building 
a new church 

on a hilltop with 
a view of the busy 
wharf on the river 

The two-person team is often 
joined by tlie Rev. James Puang, 
the local pastor, who recently fin
ished training 40 local ~outh who 
are now part of Sebauh s 80-mem
ber Methodist Youth Fellowship 
(MYF). So far, the year-old min
istry has yielded 500 members in 
some 20 longhouses. 

Back in Kapit, the Methodist 
community is in the thick of build-

ing a new church on a hilltop with a 
view of the busy wharf on the river. 
It is a $150,000 building that, 
according to local leaders, has been 
long overdue because the town's 
old Methodist Church, just off the 
central square, has long been inad
equate to accommodate Kapit' s 
large Methodist community. 

But for all the concern about 
health education and evangelism, 
many church leaders have been 
focusing on another inevitable 
problem of modernization: the in
creasing number of restless young 
people. 

"After their schooling," says one 
church leader, "they have no jobs 
waiting for them. They have noth
ing to do in the longhouse. So they 
just walk around in Kapit. It is a big 
question about what to do with our 
young people. Our church will 
have to help find some of the 
answers for them." o 
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Undoing the Wrong 
That Was Done 
By Keith W. Medley 

·-- - - .. ____ _ _ 

.· Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana is 
the Mississippi River's last stop on 
its long journey through the conti
nental United States. It is an area 
rich in natural resources-oil and 
gas deposits abound, and the 
marshes and bayous adjacent to 
the mighty river teem with oysters, 
shrimp and other seafood. 

However, nature's generosity to 
Plaquemines Parish did not extend 
to everybody. From 1924 to 1967, 
Leander Henry Perez made sure of 
that. For 43 years the undisputed 
kingpin of the parish, Perez used a 
string of political appointments to 
dominate its life. As an attorney for 
the company that controlled the 
parish's lucrative mineral leases, 
Perez dispensed patronage jobs in 
both the public and private sectors 
that guaranteed his power. 

Not content simply to dominate 
Plaquemines Parish' s economic 
and political life, Perez also wanted 
to be a social engineer. He gained a 
national reputation during the 
1950s as a s~aunch opponent of 
racial equality and as a fervent 
booster of "white supremacy." 

His tirades against any kind of 
racial integration knew no bounds. 
He opposed statehood for Hawaii 
because of its racial mixture. But he 
saved his purest hatred for those 
who would integrate his own 
backyard. An organizer of pro-seg
regation rallies, Perez was a foun
der of the Greater New Orleans 
White Citizens' Council, which 
warned the city's white parents 
against the " burrheads" and 
"Congeleese" who, he said, would 
rape their daughters. In 1962, the 
White Citizens' Council initiated 
"Freedom Rides North," a pro
gram that gave black welfare fami
lies one-way bus tickets to north
ern cities and a five-dollar bill. 

In perhaps his most outrageous 
stunt, Perez used parish funds to 
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Louisiana fishermen and 
other concerned 
citizens fight back in 
pursuit of justice, jobs 
and an improved 
community. 

convert 230-year-old Fort St. Phil
lip into a prison for civil rights 
workers brave enough to risk his 
wrath. Accessible only by boat or 
helicopter, the fort is a forbidding 
place, infested with venomous 
snakes and insects. Although no 
civil rights workers were ever in
carcerated there, Perez's audacity 
in preparing it surely intimidated 
many people and was a potent 
measure of his racial hatred. 

Few Challenges to Perez 
Extreme though they now seem, 
Perez's racist views dominated life 
in Pla<J,uemines Parish. Sometimes 
called The Ends of the Earth,' the 
parish in his heyday was indeed an 
isolated place. To be sure, there 
were attempts by residents to seek 
justice in the parish, but they were 
ignored or repressed. Blacks who 
went to register to vote were given 
the runaround. Those who carried 
their dissent too far were fired from 
their jobs or harrassed. A Roman 
Catholic school scheduled to be 
integrated was firebombed after 
repeated threats against its teach
ers. The father of a black child 
about to enter the school lost his 
job. In fact, Plaquemines was such 
a racist bastion that just 43 of its 
7,000 blacks were registered to 
vote. 

In 1967, two years before his 
death, Perez retired and passed the 
political torch to his two sons. 
Chalin Perez was named parish 
council president and Leander, Jr. 
had served as district attorney 
since the early 1960s. Bitter family 
infighting soon undermined the 
Perez dynasty, and it crumbled 
completely in the early 1980s amid 
charges of corruption and mineral 
kickbacks. In 1983, Chalin Perez 
left the parish council after being 
~oted out as president; the follow
ing year, Leander, Jr. declined to 

(Opposite page) On an oyster boat, Frederick Encalade, right, opens clam as 
Arthur Reddick watches. (Above) Crab trap is lowered by fisherman Oliver 
Barthelemy as 3-year old son, Oliver, 3rd looks on . 

seek re-election as district attor
ney. For the 26,000 residents of 
Plaquemines Parish, this was a 
new beginning. 

A key factor in the parish's 
adjustment to life after the Perez 
regime is the Fisherman and Con
cerned Citizens' Association 
(FCCA). Since its inception in 1979, 
the FCCA has opposed the racist 
excesses of the Perezes. It has 
bolstered the livelihood of inde
pendent fishermen, assisted small 
landowners to recover their illegal
ly appropriated land, and helped 
unite black and white parish resi
dents in the pursuit of justice. The 
association now has over 300 mem
bers with chapters in Boothville, 
Rushton, Pointe a la Hache, Iron
ton, Port Sulphur and Davant. 

Methodist Allies 
United Methodists are engaged in 
the work of the Fisherman's Asso

Board of Global Ministries. Meth
odist personnel have also taken up 
the cause of the Fisherman's orga
nization. Ron Chisolm, a veteran 
Louisiana community organizer, 
assists the folk of Plaquemines 
Parish through his involvement 
with UMVS. Chisolm is also 
among a score of organizers work
ing with the Black Community 
Developer program, another 
project of the National Division's. 
Both Chisolm' s salary as a Black 
Community Developer and the 
UMVS annual grant to FCCA are 
derived from Methodist contribu
tions to the denomination's annual 
Human Relations Day offering. 

"We're trying to deal with racism 
and community organizing at the 
same time," Chisolm said of his 
efforts in Plaquemines Parish . 
"We're also seeking to strengthen 
the black churches." 

ciation in a variety of ways. One of Beginnings of Protest 
the most important is an annual FCCA was spawned in the watery 
grant of up to $10,000 made to the terrain that provides 90 percent of 
FCCA by the United Methodist Louisiana's oysters and shrimp. In 
Volunteer Service (UMVS) net- backwater bayous, large and small 
work, a project of the National boating concerns compete for ma
Program Division of the General rine harvests. Many of Plaque-
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mines' black fishermen operate 
small fishing businesses that free 
them from working in large com
panies. Seeking to curb the ex
panding success of these indepen
dents, a Plaquemines lawmaker in 
1978 sponsored a successful bill 
that banned the primary tool of 
these independents-the "hand
held" oyster dredge. 

A small, environmentally harm
less tool, the dredge was the 
backbone of the Plaquemines small 
fishermen's industry. In effect, the 
1978 law threatened the livelihood 
of these entrepreneurs, many of 
whom were black. 

This time, with the legacy of 
Leander Perez still fresh in their 
minds, the fishermen decided to 
fight back. With help from Meth
odist organizer, Chisolm, and legal 
aid lawyer Bill Quigley, the fisher
men launched an extensive cam
paign to seek repeal of the dredge 
ban. Within a year, the Louisiana 
Supreme Court had struck down 
the law and in 1980, the state 
legislature officially rerealed it. In 
a place where politica power was 
for so long concentrated in the 
hands of a few, this victory was an 
event of major proportions. 

Soon after, the FCCA began to 
tackle other community issues. 
One of ·ts first tasks was to sponsor 
a parish-wide forum that would 
hear the long-simmering griev
ances left over from the Perez era, 
and then go on to plot the future for 
Plaquemines Parish. The FCCA 
convened a Human Rights Con
vention in Davant, Louisiana, a 
small, predominantly black town 
40 miles south of New Orleans on 
the Mississippi. There, a commit
tee of the state's religious, academ
ic and community leaders, includ
ing Methodist pastor David Bill
ings of St. Mark's UMC in New 
Orleans, heard days of testimony 
on the legacy of the Perez regim~. 
Billings has been instrumental m 
pioneering civil rights and commu
nity organizing activities in New 
Orleans and the surrounding area. 

Billings said the hearings were 
"an incredible experience to see 
Plaquemines people, black and 
white, voicing their concerns in a 
place where free speech had been 
an impossibility." 

After four days of testimony, the 
Commission found that services to 
black areas were minimal and 
provided in a discriminatory fash
ion. There was no running water in 
the entire community of Ironton; 
the fire department had never 
saved a black person's property; 
street pavements ended at the edge 
of black areas, and resumed in 
white neighborhoods; blacks were 
underrepresented in whole cate
gories of employment; and, most 

'J, · - .J . """ 

critical, 1980 census figures 
showed that 32 percent of Plaque
mines' black residents lived below 
the federal poverty line, while only 
7 percent of whites did so. 

Under its first president, Gary 
Barthelemy, the FCCA sought to 
correct these disparities. First on 
their list was running water for 
Ironton. As recently as 1979, when 
parish coffers showed a $4-rnillion 
surplus, former council president 
Chalin Perez called running water 
for Ironton an unaffordabfe "lux
ury." After considerable organiz
ing work, a national TV show that 
focused on the town's plight, and 
an unprecedented showdown 
demonstration at the courthouse 
with former Council President 
Chalin Perez, Ironton finally got its 
running water. 

As FCCA grew in stature, people 
responded enthusiastically. Gary 
Barthelemy remembers that "we 
would have five hundred people 
whenever we needed them. We 
were able to set up chapters on 
both sides of the river." 

As the Perez era faded, other 
events continued to reshape the 
political profile of Plaquemines. 
Acting on a 1976 suit filed by Merlis 
Broussard and Ernest Johnson, a 
federal court ruled that the at-large 
form of government in Plaque
mines was discriminatory, and 
ordered it to be restructured. 
Broussard, an Ironton resident 
who was once fired from a job on 
Perez's orders, was unintirnidated 
by his bullying. As a result of the 
court ruling, Ernest Johnson, one 
of the complainants, was elected to 
a seat on the Commission Council. 
He was the highest black elected 
official in parish history. Since that 
time, FCCA member Irma Barthe
lemy was elected to the school 
board and FCCA president Fre-

At the marirnJ in 
Pointe-A-la-hache, three 
fishermen head out to sea (left ) 
as oyster buyers load up their 
purchases in a pick-up truck 
(right) . Above, FACA's acting 
director, Dorothy Stone. 
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derick Encalade has become Justice 
of the Peace. 

Dorothy Stone, chapter director 
of the Davant FCCA, typifies the 
dedication of its members . She got 
involved after raising her children 
and views her FCCA work as a way 
of helping to build a better parish. 

"I joined the Fishermen's organi
zation because it was a vehicle to 
get things done. I remember my 
father always speaking out against 
wrongs and injustices and his 
words stuck in my mind. I passed it 
on to my children. It does my heart 
good to see something unfold, 
some little light. But I always think 
that if I can do something to make 
things better for the young genera
tion, they wouldn't have to go 
through some of the things I went 
through." 

Quest for a New Future 
In its quest for this new future, the 
FCCA spars continually with shad
ows of the Perez past. Encalade 
recalled when the parish removed 
the names of all blacks from the 
local veterans' memorial: "There 
was no such thing as a black 
veteran in Plaquemines. We fought 
that issue and won." The names of 
Cornin and Narcisse and other 
black veterans now adorn the 
courthouse memorial. 

Perhaps the most dramatic chap
ter of the FCCA was written at 
Bohemia, a marshy land 15 miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico. In 1925, 
Bohemia's people were evicted and 
their land appropriated in ex
change for $389,000. Ostensibly, 
the state had decided to build a 

spillway on that land to relieve 
flooding from the Mississippi. 

The spillway was never built. 
Instead, the Orleans Parish Board, 
which oversees the spillway land, 
collected $4 million annually in 
mineral and oil leases from oil 
companies . After an intensive 
five-year campaign waged by the 
FCCA, this 60-year-old legal battle 
culminated in 1984 with a legisla
tive act that returned the land to its 
right~l owners. Significantly, the 
battle also served to bring more 
whites into the FCCA, a heretofore 
rare interracial alliance. 

More Jobs for Blacks 
More recently, the FCCA has fo
cused its attention on the lack of 
jobs for Plaquemines' black resi
dents . In 1985, 60 members of the 
Association were jailed after it 
demanded that the parish council 
establish a jobs task force that it 
had promised. Three were con
victed-Frederick Encalade, his 
wife Vergie, and Irvin Cross-and 
given suspended sentences. The 
case is under appeal and those 
arrested have filed a $1.5 million 
lawsuit for false arrest. 

The jailings did not stop the 
FCCA from pressing its rights to 
decent jobs. In 1987 over 75 FCCA 
members braved a blinding rain
storm to confront Parish Council 
President Luke Petrovich about the 
lack of jobs for blacks in the 
parish's extensive oil industries. 
The lack of housing for blacks and 
deteriorating public services were . 

~-· 

also addressed. Particularly galling 
to the FCCA members was a 
decision by Petrovich to lay off the 
entire, predominantly black, par
ish grass-<utting crew, while re
taining the white supervisors. 

At the meeting with Petrovich, 
Methodist organizer Chisolm 
summed up the feelings of the 
FCCA, and quite probably, also the 
feelings of many others in Plaque
mines Parish: "We want to be part 
of the coalition to fight for jobs. We 
have made a commitment to the 
people of this parish." 

By organizing to assert their 
rights, the FCCA is slowly moving 
Plaquemines Parish away from the 
legacy of the Perez years. United 
Methodism seeks to be an ally in 
this struggle for self help in a place 
most often overlooked. Much re
mains to be done. But faith in the 
future sustains FCCA members. 
As Vergie Encalade, who has been 
with the Fisherman' s group from 
its inception said, "Before there 
was nothing to keep our young 
people here . Now we have 
hope." o 

Keith Weldon Medley is a free lance writer 
based in Atlanta, Georgia . 



GUATEMALA 
Part I 

By Richard Lord 
When I had last seen her, seven 
years ago, Conchita was a typical 
Guatemalan Indian teenager. She 
was dressed in the intricately 
woven bright colors unique to the 
Mayans, and wore her straight, 
black hair to her lower back. Her 
view of the world was limited to a 
20-mile radius of the village where 
she had lived her whole life. Able 
to switch easily from Spanish to 
Quiche, she was familiar with the 
ways of the Ladinos (mixed Indi
an-European ancestry) who live in 
the towns and cities of Guatemala. 

When I returned to her village 
last spring, Conchita was a young 
adult. But no longer was her hair 
long-it was cut to the length of her 
neck. Her handwoven skirt and 
"huipil" (embroidered top) were 
replaced by a sweat shirt and 
tight-fitting jeans. She wore shoes, 
worked as a chambermaid in a 
nearby town, and talked of moving 
to Guatemala City or the U.S. She 
continues to live among Indians, 
but works in the Ladino world and 
aspires to the urban life. 

Conchita hasn't broken away 
from her peers. She has just moved 
along with them. What changed is 
the way that a typical young 
Guatemalan Indian lives. 

Few cultures have experienced 
such rapid social change as the 
Guatemalan Mayan. Until recent
ly, they had remained virtually 
untouched by Western society. 
The isolation of their villages 
throughout the highlands and jun
gle allowed them to coexist with 
"foreign invaders" since the Span
iards arrived 400 years ago. Despite 
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the presence of the Spanish colo
nizers and, later, the Guatemalan 
Ladinos, the Indians were able to 
maintain their culture in a relative
ly pure form. Even today, the first 
language of 65 percent of Guate
mafans is an indigenous tongue, 
and 30 percent don't speak any 
Spanish. 

The· coexistence is declining. 
More and more, the Mayan is 
becoming a marginal member of 
Guatemalan society. Before they 
were simply poor. Today, many 
live in abject poverty and are 
finding it impossible to maintain 
their traditional lifestyles. 

This massive, abrupt social 
change has occurred primarily as a 
result of decades of political vio
lence. The change is seen not only 
in individuals like Conchita, who 
have continued to live in their 
villages while becoming more 
westernized. Many Indians have 
been totally dislocated and moved 
to the capital, Guatemala City, 
where they are estranged from 
their traditional cul tu re. The 
change permeates the society, 
creating a new economy and even 
affecting religious affiliations. 

Agriculture is Guatemala's pri
mary industry. The flat lowlands 
are the property of large landown
ers, who plant coffee, sugar cane, 
and soybeans. Much of their pro
duction has been for export, pro
viding a valuable source of foreign 
exchange. 

The Indians, on the other hand, 
engage in subsistence farming, 
planting the steep mountainsides 
of the Highlands. In some places, 

they secure themselves with a rope 
as they hang suspended from a cfiff 
to care for their com. 

For the Indian, land is not just 
the basis of economic survival: It is 
the focus of their traditional reli
gion. For example, they pray for 
the earth's permission before 
planting their crops and reaping a 
harvest. Throughout their culture, 
the e1!1phasis is on living in harmo
ny with nature. 

Land ownership has been the 
central issue in Guatemala's ex
tremely violent politics for the past 
35 years. This violence has been the 
single most obvious cause of the 
great social and economic changes 
which have swept the country. 

In the early 1950s, President 
Jacobo Arbenz announced sweep
ing agrarian reform aimed against 
United Fruit Company, the compa
ny's largest landowner. United 
Fruit was nationalized, and Arbenz 
was labelled a communist. The CIA 
responded by bombing Guatemala 
City in 1954 and Arbenz, who had 
been democratically elected, was 
replaced by a military dictatorship. 

For over 30 years, the military, 
intolerant of dissent, ruled Guate
mala with an iron hand. The 
scenario was repeated numerous 
times-Indians would claim that 
their land had been stolen from 
them by the military or rich land
owners. The right wing placed the 
blame for the dissent on supposed 
communists, students and agita
tors. Alleged agitators were assas
sinated or kidnapped. 

Human rights abuses were so 
flagrant that in March 1977, the 

Feedins time for turkeys (opposite 
page) zn the village of Ixchiquan, 
some 11 ,000 feet above sea level. A 
peasant (top) makes tortillas at a 
coffee plantation near Coatepeque. A 
demonstrator (above) , holds a photo 
of her disappeared loved one in front 
of. the president's palace in Guatemala 
City. 
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Carter administration cut off mili
tary aid to Guatemala. But the 
protests continued and guerrilla 
organizations coalesced to fight the 
government. By the early 1980s, 
Guatemala was a country at war. 
The residents of entire villages 
were slaughtered in what has been 
described as the genocide of the 
indigenous population. Amnesty 
Intemationaf (AI) estimated that in 
1979, 1,800 people were killed, 
disappeared or held. In the first 10 
months of 1980, AI claimed that 
3,000 were murdered or seized, 
and in 1981, AI placed the death 
toll at 3,200 (AI Report, 1980-82). 
According to Political Handbook of 
the World, by late 1983 a half-mil
lion rural Guatemalans had fled the 
countryside for Guatemala City or 
Mexico. 

By the mid-1980s, open warfare 
came to an end. The Indian popula
tion was "pacified" and a civilian 
government came to power, head
ed by President Vinicio Cerezo 
Arevalo. 

The problems left behind by the 
war are massive. Guatemala City 
has swollen with refugees who fled 
the rural violence. Caught in a 
world they do not understand, and 
unable to return to the farms they 
lost, some have turned to begging 
and petty thievery for a livelihood. 
Many proud Indians have become 
marginal citizens. They have been 
tom from their land, which is the 
basis of their culture, and have not 
been assimilated into the urban 
economy. 

While the violence has de
creased, it has not stopped. Unlike 
Argentina, where the civilian gov
ernment has sought to prosecute 
those responsible for human rights 
abuses, the Guatemalan govern
ment has not taken similar action. 
Random kidnappings and assassi
nations have continued, and by 
early 1987 they were occurring at a 
rate equal to that of the late 1970s. 

Nor has the protest stopped. In 
February 1986, Father Andres 
Giron led 15,000 peasants on a 
120-mile march from the Pacific 
coast to Guatemala City to demand 
that the government finance the 
peasants' purchase of unused farm 
land. In the spring of 1987, their 
demands were met after they went 
on a hunger strike. 

The country's economy is slowly 
beginning to improve. Fortunate
ly, Guatemala has been spared the 
Latin debt crisis. When other Latin 
countries were borrowing huge 
[72) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 
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mounts, Guatemala did not have 
:le collateral to be able to borrow, 
.or did it engage in massive devel
pme n t projects. The external 
1ublic debt in 1980 was $540.9 
:tillion, which was 6. 9 percent of 
:s GNP. Mexico, by way of com-
1arison, had an external public 
ebt which equalled 20.6 percent of 
:s GNP (Book of World Rankings 
1.136). 

Nevertheless, the war did have a 
lisastrous effect on Guatemala's 
'Conomy. The violence destroyed 
he tourism industry, which was 
;uatemala's second leading source 
•f foreign exchange. In 1979, the 
'Ountry receive $201,000,000 from 
ourism. By 1982, this had de-

As traditional 
society falls apart, 
Protestantism joins 
the agonizing 
search for a new 
social order. 

An evangelistic baptism on beautiful 
Lake Atitlan (above). Protesters 
brandish posters of "desaparecidos" in 
Guatemala City ({eft ). Suuday in the 
park with an impassioned evangelical 
preacher (opposite page). 

creased to $87,000,000. The local 
currency, the quetzal, once on par 
with the dollar, dropped to four 
quetzales to the dolfar before be
ginning its recovery. 

The loss of tourists had a direct 
effect on the Indians. The handi
craft industries were a major 
source of cash for many Indian 
families . When the tourists 
stopped coming, they no longer 
had a market for their goods. 

The decline in the exchange rate 
killed the cotton industry, which 
required foreign chemicals and 
fertilizers. This did not have a great 
effect upon the large landowners, 
who were able to switch their 
production to sugar and soya-

beans, which are not as dependent 
on imports. 

The Indians suffered most from 
this cha.nge. Traditionally, they 
had gone down from the moun
tains to harvest the cotton crop. 
Their wages were their primary 
source of cash (along with handi
crafts), as their farms barely pro
duced enough to feed their fami
lies. 

The cotton plantations have 
been resown with soya and sugar 
cane-crops which require consid
erably less labor than cotton. The 
harvest labor of the Highland Indi
ans is no longer needed. So, not 
only has it been the fear of vio
lence, but also the ,lack of money
eaming opportunities, that have 
forced the Indians from their land. 

Dislocation of the indigenous 
population has even affected reli
gion (See Guatemala, Part 2). Since 
the Spanish conquest, Catholicism 
had existed as the primary faith, 
along with traditional Indian reli
gion. But throughout this period of 
turmoil, a new religious force has 
gained considerable power in 
Guatemala-Protestantism. Mis
sionaries from virtually every de
nomination have entered the coun
try, gaining massive acceptance 
among the population. 

Some, primarily mainstream 
Protestant denominations, engage 
in development projects, bringing 
health services or agricultural 
projects to neglected villages, 
along with traditional mission 
evangelism. Fundamentalists, on 
the other hand, have promised 
miracles, offering faith healing and 
similar cures for individuals' ills. In 
either a material or spiritual sense, 
the presence of the overseas Prot
estant missioners has filled a gap in 
the people's lives. 

Still, Guatemala remains in dis
array. Those who fled to the city 
have become totally alienated from 
their culture. Those who remained 
behind, like Conchita, have 
changed their lifestyles to reflect 
Western society rather than the 
indi~enous culture. 

It is hard to predict if any facets 
of the Mayan culture will survive 
this major reorientatation. How
ever, what is clear is that it is no 
longer possible for the Indians to 
continue their traditional society in 
its pure form. o 

Richard Lord is a photo journalist based 
in New York City. 
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GUATEMALA 
Part II 

urc 

By Gregory Beals 

Marcos Garcia Hernandez has way of their actions against the 
been dodging bullets for some time guerrillas. Marxist insurgents, on 
now. The last time was in 1983 the other hand, feel religion and 
when he and his associates were charity, with their non-violent 
left running down the road as the overtones, only delay the violent 
Guatemalan military fired shots in overthrow of the government. Ex
their search for anti-government tremism is the norm, but the 
rebels. With the guerrilla war in Primitive Methodist Church re
that country heating up, life for mains despite numerous hazards, 
Marcos Hernandez will not be trying to give economic help to 
getting easier. those caught in the crossfire. 

Yet Mr. Garcia is neither a While it is active in the most 
Marxist insurgent nor a govern- dangerous regions of Guatemala, 
ment soldier. He is a conservative the Garcia ministry is not 
pastor of a small Methodist church protected by the high profile ac
that has found its identity in aiding corded to larger religious institu
the victims of violence in a country tions and human rights organiza
torn by war and poverty. tions . Membership in the church 

Garcia explains: "Our work, as he pastors is small-currently 
we understand it, is to go to the around 2000. Barbara Pessoa, who 
communities that have nothing, to represents Latin America for the 
work with the people who have General Board of Global Ministries 
been forgotten, to support those (GBGM) has visited the church 
who have suffered the most. " several times. "They are living at 

Today, although there is much risk constantly," she says. "They 
less violence in Guatemala under are a church of the poor minister
the civilian government that took ing to the poor. " 
power in 1985, the war is stepping It has not always been that way. 
up. In May of 1987, the Guatemala Although Guatemalan Methodism 
military was provided U.S. assist- began in 1922, when the Primitive 
ance in actions against insurgents. Methodist Church (a small sect 
Guerrillas staged raids in the area based in parts of the eastern and 
surrounding Lake Atitlan and shot midwestern U.S.), sent mission
down a government plane over the aries and bought property in Gua
Peten. Currently the disappeared temala, aid to refugees was not 
number approximately 100 per considered a priority. When young 
month. indigenous pastors , returning 

Neither side has much love for from studies at the Central Ameri
the church. Military officials be- can Biblical Institute, tried to as
lieve that Christian aid gets in the sume greater leadership roles, they 
(74) ' NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

found themselves blocked by the 
missionary hierarchy. Tensions 
began to grow. In 1973, the conflict 
between local pastors and mis
sionaries became so pronounced 
that their relationship was broken 
and the National Evangelical Prim
itive Methodist Church of Guate
mala was organized. 

A catastrophic earthquake in 
Guatemala in 1976 led to the 
church's first contact with other 
Christians: it had never been per
mitted to establish relationships 
with other religious organizations. 
Bishop Federico Pagura of the 
Argentina Evangelical Methodist 
Church' and president of The 
Council of Evangelical Methodist 
Churches in Latin America (CIE
MAL) was invited to visit. The 
occasion and the small amount of 
relief assistance that resulted gave 
the young church a sense of its own 
identity and was the first of the 
many relationships it would pur
sue in the years to come. It strug
gled, not always successfully, witb 
the missionaries from its parent 
church for title to church property, 
including the seminary. When the 
missionaries finally left the coun
try, they sold the seminary to the 
Presbyterian Church which has, in 
turn, shared it with the National 
Evangelical Primitive Methodist 
Church. 

Church membership is made up 
mostly of some of the 40 percent of 
Guatemalans descended from an-
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cient Mayan communities, located 
in the remote Guatemalan prov
inces of El Quiche and Totonica
pan. Church members speak lan
guages like Ixil (eee-shil), Cakchi
que1 (catch-ee-kell) , Quiche 
(key-<he), or Mam. For them, 
Spanish is the language of 
foreigners. For centuries theirs has 
been a culture under siege. They 
cling to their traditions and their 
way of life. 

Between 1980 and 1983 persecu
tion became especially intense. The 
part of the country where most of 
the church's congregations were 
located was under pressure from 
Guatemala's military government 
and local insurgenls. Because the 
area had seen strong rebel activity, 
the army sought to root them out 
through the burning of crops and 
buildings on a massive scafe, and 
the slaughter of livestock. At least 
100 villages were destroyed and 
thousands of lives were lost; ap
proximately 40,000 refugees left to 
seek asylum in Mexico. 

In 1983, the National Evangelical 
Primitive Methodist Church of 
Guatemala was officially registered 
as an autonomous body under 
Guatemalan laws and became en
tirely independent of its mission
ary associates . It began to try and 
help its community to survive. 

The nightmare violence has 
reached an all time high and 
church members risk their lives to 
aid its casualties. They look for the 

Four years ago, 
the National 
Evangelical 
Primitive 
Methodist Church 
began in earnest 
to try and help 
its community 
to survive. 

The Rev. Marcos Ga rcia Hernandez, 
NEPMCG pres ident 

"disappeared." When indigenous 
populations were taken forcibly to 
"strategic hamlets," they entered 
these restricted areas to provide 
food and moral support. This effort 
was greeted with success primarily 
because local pastors had long
standing ties with Indian com
munities. "People have confidence 
in us, " says Garcia. "They 
know who we are and what we are 
trying to achieve. Because of the 
war, traditional areas have been 
left economically backward. This is 
the part of the country that has 
received the least help during the 
past year. This is the area most in 
conflict," explains Garcia. 

Without development assist
ance, many of the indigenous 
populations in this area face the 
economic danger of seeing them
selves disappear in the face of rapid 
modernization and economic 
transformation taking place 
throughout the rest of the country. 

The economic isolation of the 
district of Quiche and the devas
tating effects of the war have left 
many broken homes. Even under 
the best of circumstances, many 
families are barely able to provide 
for themselves. The average an
nual income of a family in Quiche is 
approximately $180-less for 
households headed by women. 

In its ministry, the church 
reaches out to comfort women 
whose husbands, fathers, broth
ers, and sons have been killed, 

exiled or im~risoned . For the more 
than 300 "widows" that the church 
takes care of, day-to-day survival 
is the primary objective. "We try to 
teach them something so that they 
can continue their physical exis
tence," says Mr . Garcia. The 
women weave cloth, for example, 
perpetuating their own culture 
through traditional crafts, produc
ing items for sale and learning how 
to market them. Reading and writ
ing is also a priority and the church 
operates a school for widows. 

Florida Leon Lopez, who is 29 
years old and has a third-grade 
education, has taken on her late 
husband's work. He disappeared 
at the hands of the military, feaving 
his wife and two little boys, ex
plains Bishop Elias Calvin of the 
Southwest Desert Conference who 
met her recently. She has to travel 
each Monday morning by bus or 
car and finally on foot to minister to 
and provide inspiration and hope 
for other widows of the disap
peared at San Sebastian Lemoa. 
She teaches small animal husband
ry as well as nutrition and encour
ages arts and crafts for sale. She 
shows them how to plant seeds 
and care for the crops. She teaches 
healthcare and hygiene, and at
tempts to bring medical assistance 
to these people. 

The church struggles to care for 
orphans, but providing them with 
the regular nutritious meals that 
they need is difficult. Neverthe-
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The Rev. Marcos Garcia Hernandez meets with parishioners following church service. 

less, at least some children are fed wheat, beans, garlic and corn, 
and sheltered. Barbara Pessoa re- raising chickens or goats. The aim 
members meeting women with a is to offset the scarcity of land by 
great many children of the same increasing crop production. "We 
age: "It became evident that the serve as facilitators and assessors 
women had quietly adopted or- of basic agricultural technology," 
phaned children as their own." explains an advisor for the church. 

When the children are old "We teach people how to cultivate 
enough, the church provides bibli- certain crops, how they should be 
cal training and a working knowl- stored, and how the most can be 
edge in a trade so that they can made from a harvest." 
become self sufficient. If not, these Hand in hand with agricultural 
children will have only the limited efforts go nutrition projects. The 
alternatives of going to the cities to health problems of widows and 
beg, engage in prostitution or petty children are grave. Through a 
theft. Garcia stresses indepen- once-a-week food kitchen, 
dence: "We try to teach them to go through lectures on the nutritional 
high in their lives, to make some- value of certain cereals and vegeta
thing of themselves." bles and their preparation, and 

In a country where the literacy through nutritional campaigns to 
rateisonly47percent, education is educate the community, the 
crucial. The church is especially church tries to improve the health 
concerned about training new of the people it serves. It is in the 
leadership. "In order for us to areas of agriculture and health that 
maintain the confidence of the the denomination is working with 
indigenous community, we must the dominant Roman Catholic 
not only understand traditional Church, providing technical and 
culture, we must train indigenous financial assistance to an agricul
Eeople for leadership," explains tural project headed by a Catholic 
Garcia. organization, and elsewhere in a 

At the crux of the dilemma for mobile medical program. 
these societies is the pressure on Among the other churches 
land. Those who have been dis- sought out by the National Evan
placed from their land because of gelical Primitive Methodist Church 
violence no longer have a means of of Guatemala, as it has emerged 
support. Communal plots that from its isolation, has been the 
once supported the poor are either Methodist Church of Mexico . 
exhausted or taken up by the needs Visits have been exchanged be
of the many whose numbers are tween youth groups, pastors and 
ever increasing. church leaders. This year the Mex-

The church owns small plots of ican church, with the financial help 
land which it uses for a number of of the General Board of Global 
small-scale agricultural projects: Ministries, will send a married 
planting and cultivating onions, couple who will work as Persons in 
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Mission with a Guatemalan 
church-he is an educator in theol
ogy and she is a nutritionist. 

Times are changing for the Prim
itive Methodist Church. In 1983 the 
church joined the Council of Evan
gelical Methodist Churches in 
Latin America (CIEMAL). That 
was the same year the Guatemalan 
church requested the concordat 
relationship with The United 
Methodist Church. When this is 
voted on in 1988, mutual projects 
and the exchange of persons will 
undoubted!y become the rule for 
both churches. The General Board 
of Global Ministries has been as
s is ting the church with small 
grants in its mission efforts, and 
will continue to do so in the future. 
Members of the Southwest Desert 
Conference are raising money to 
buy and outfit a mobile clinic. Two 
health agents (one of them is the 
wife of Marcos Garcia,) two 
part-time doctors and a dentist will 
aeliver medical care to some nearly 
inaccessible villages. 

Keith Rae says about the Na
tional Evangelical Primitive Meth
odist Church: "They are engaged 
in a ministry which keeps faith 
with the wholenesS-Of the Gospel." 

Hopefully the General Board of 
Global Ministries will provide ma
terial and spiritual support to this 
small church which is engaged in a 
difficult task. o 

Greg Beals is a Yale graduate who has 
recently worked for the British Broad
casting Corporation and currently re
ports on Mexico and Central America 
for several publications. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 
Haitian Refugees 

• • 
1v1n 

By Brenda Webber 
Paul and his wife, Rosa, are illegal 
aliens living a clandestine life in 
Miami's Little Haiti. He works for 
minimum wage while she makes 
dresses to help pay the bills . 
Although they pay $300 a month 
for a small crowded one-bedroom 
apartment, their cramped quarters 
are coveted by other Haitians who 
live under worse conditions. 

Paul and Rosa (not their real 
names) are among the hundreds of 
thousands of Haitian refugees who 
began flooding into the United 
States in 1972, fleeing poverty and 
political repression under dictator 
Jean-Claude Duvalier. Most had 
given their life savings to mercen
aries who ferried them across a 
dangerous 800 miles of ocean from 
Haiti to the U.S. in rickety, leaking 
boats. They came in search of a 
better life. What many found in
stead was poverty, prison, and 
discrimination. 

"I myself was a refugee," said 
the Rev. Luc Dessieux, Haitian 
pastor at Grace United Methodist 
Church, Miami. Dessieux, a former 
Haitian school teacher, came to the 
U.S. in 1980. "When I came, I think 
it was the way all boat people 
come. I went first to the Bahamas. I 
spent one month in the Bahamas. 
When I got to the Bahamas, I was 
arrested and put in jail." 

While Haitians said they were 
"political refugees," both the 
Carter and Reagan administrations 
said they were illegal aliens seek
ing economic advancement in 
America. The government began 
imprisoning newly arrived Hai
tians at the Krome Avenue Deten
tion Center in Miami, and inter
cepting boat loads of Haitians at 
sea and turning them back to Haiti. 

The U.S. Immigration and Natu
ralization Service reported that 
58,700 Haitians arrived in the U.S. 

• 
urv1va 

In 1981, the U.S. Government kept Haitian refugees at the Krome 
Detention Center, Miami. 
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between 1971and1980. By 1981 the and departments of the General 
flotilla of black ''boat people" was Board of Global Ministries mobi
bringing 4,000 Haitians a month to lized along with the Annual Con
the shores of South Florida. Legal ferences of Florida and New York 
and human rights organizations in a domestic Haitian emergency 
maintain, however, that a more relief effort on par with disaster 
realistic figure might range be- relief aid to a foreign country. For 
tween 500,000-700,000 additional example, the GBGM's United 
refugees. In 1982 the bodies of 33 Methodist Committee on Relief 
Haitians washed ashore in (UMCOR) has made annual $30,
Broward County, Fla., shocking 000 Advance Specials to the Florida 
the nation into attention and edu- Conference for several Haitian ref
cating Americans about the seri- ugee projects. Over the past five 
ousness of the Haitian situation. years the National Program Divi-

"The problem was that because sion has contributed $110,000 to 
Haiti was a 'friendly country,' most Haitian projects in the Miami area. 
people did not see Haitians as Church aid included financial 
refugees," said the Rev. William T. backing for political lobbies i.n 
Robinson of the National Program Washington, fegal representation, 
Division, General Board of Global and educational and social services 
Ministries. "There was a difference for imprisoned Haitians in Miami, 
in looking at the people who came and direct consultation with the 
from Cuba; they were of a hostile Methodist Church in Haiti. 
country. But we were supporting Under UMCOR's Haitian Re
Duvalier. I think the church tried to settlement Program, Florida 
keep the focus out there on Hai- churches served as local sponsors 
tians, and educate the (local) for Haitians released from prison 
churches as to what was happen- under federal district court order in 
ing to Haitian refugees." 1982. The freed Haitians were 

The emphasis now is to develop provided food, clothing, shelter, 
a strategy for continuing to deal stipends, job assistance, and re
with Haitians' needs, said Robin- quested Bibles in French. Most 
son, who is program secretary for settled in Little Haiti, a community 
Racial/Ethnic and Black Ministries of the poorest and least educated of 
Programs."! think the focus is how the Haitians north of downtown 
do you move from survival to Miami. The Refugee Ministry with 
whatever the next step is. For us, Women and Children, and Le 
that will be looking at how we can Jardin Day Care Center opened in 
best cooperate ecumenically and South Florida; and the Florida and 
how we can work through our New York Annual Conferences 
church structure." established Haitian missions that 

The work will be difficult be- have grown into full congregations 
cause Haitian refugees have a and been replaced by new ones. 
myriad concerns: racial discrimina- The Miami Haitian church which 
tion, jobs, housing, education, shares the facilities of the English 
health care, immigration laws, congregation of Grace UMC cele
spiritual needs, and the fulfilling of brated its sixth anniversary last 
financial obligations. September. A mission fellowship 

At the height of the Haitian in Homestead, Fla., has construct
refugee crisis, various divisions ed its own building, and a new 
(78) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

mission · has opened in North 
Miami. In 1987, the New York 
Annual Conference made the Rev. 
Acelius Isaac director of Haitian 
missions, including a fellowship at 
the Far Rockaway Outreach Cen
ter. He is also full-time pastor of 
Premiere Eglise Methodiste Unie, 
the Haitian congregation which 
shares facilities at St. Mark's Unit
ed Methodist Church, Brooklyn. 

"We were looking at many of the 
social needs of Haitians who 
were. . . learning to live in this 
society," said Robinson. Literacy 
classes in Creole, French and En
glish were offered. And the church 
tried to meet the religious needs of 
the refugees, although most are 
Roman Catholics. 

"We were there at a time when 
they needed us most," said Lucille 
Bates, a veteran refugee volunteer 
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worker, and former director of the 
Miami Resettlement Program 
which UMCOR co-sponsored 
through Church World Service. "I 
think the churches that participat
ed really felt they were involved. 
Many of the churches have lost 
contact with the Haitians at this 
point but it's normal that they 
should. The fact that the program 
had a close date made churches feel 
they had done something success
fully. If we had continued, we 
would be five years later still trying 
to maintain something." 

The crest has broken on the wave 
of Haitian boat people coming to 
South Florida. They no longer 
capture headlines or lead the radio 
and television evening news . 
Americans have turned their at
tention to Mozambique, Nicara
guan refugees, and the power 

Spirited singing at Miami's 
Grace UMC (bottom), features 
the Rev. Luc Dessieux, right, 
and a Haitian parishioner. 

struggle within Haiti itself follow
ing the downfall of Jean-Claude 
"Baby Doc" Duvalier on Feb. 7, 
1986. 

But American Haitians remind 
us that they have not gone away; 
nor have their problems. They still 
suffer racial discrimination, pover
ty, rampant unemployment, hous
ing shortages, ancf their immigrant 
status in the United States appears 
even more tenuous under the new 
1986 Immigration law. 

"They believe that just because 
people are here they can make it. It 
is worse for you when you have 
families to support in Haiti and you 
are here doing nothing. But you 
can't afford the ticket to go back 
home," says Isaac. 

Human rights advocates say 
Haitians who do return home will 
find that little has changed since 
Duvalier's downfall. With a per 
capita income of $300, Haiti is still 
the poorest nation in the Western 
Hemisphere. When the Haitian 
people forced Duvalier, the Presi
dent-for-Life, out of office and into 
exile in France, the deposed ruler 
took with him his family and his 
wealth-estimated at $400 and 
$600 million. 

Critics argue that the new gov
ernment in Haiti is Duvalierism 
without Duvalier, since many of 
the dictator's former lieutenants 
still wield power. 

"Nothing has changed but the 
physical Duvalier," said Father 
Gerard Jean-Juste , executive 
director of the Haitian Refugee 
Center, Miami. His is one of the 
refugee legal services projects sup
ported financially by The United 
Methodist Church. "Right now, 
we're having a worsening situation 
in Haiti . Unfortunately, the U.S. 
Government is on the wrong side 
again." 

In a July 1987 ,address before a 
subcommittee of the Senate For
eign Relations Committee, attor
ney Michael S. Hooper, executive 
director of the National Coalition 
for Haitian Refugees, asked Con
gress to end all military aid pro
grams in Haiti and withdraw U.S. 
military advisors. Hooper, who is 
also a part-time consultant to 
Church World Service's Immigra
tion and Refugee Program, main
tained that under the current mili
tary regime, the people of Haiti are 
still politically oppressed. 

Conditions in Haiti, especially 
the poverty, have a rippling effect 
on Haitians in the U.S. For in
stance, when Joseph and Martine 
Henry of New York sat down to 
plan their future together, they 
figured in financial responsibility 
for their respective families in 
Haiti. They had no choice. 

"The Haitian people try to be 
bi-cultural and bi-lingual but they 
have to keep their originality and 
their respect," explained Joseph, 
who recently earned his Bachelor's 
degree in marketing management 
from Baruch College. He came to 
the U.S. as a student but had to 
work to send money home regu
larly. Martine also sends money to 
her mother. 

Haitians say it is difficult for 
them to explain to Americans, who 
espouse self-reliance, indepen
dence, and rugged individuafism, 
why they send portions of their 
meager earnings back to Haiti 
instead of using it to improve their 
quality of life in America. 

Isaac, who counseled the Henrys 
before their September 1987 wed
ding, offered this explanation: " If 
you have a father, a mother, a wife 
m Haiti, everybody is waiting for 
you to buy food, to send money for 
school. These people consider the 
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GBGM's Immigration Specialists 

The U. S. Government's new Immi- all see their new job as an ecumenical 
gration Law has struck fear into the effort. 
nation's estimated five million undo- John D. Current, who is assigned to 
cumented immigrants. Most of them the Pacific Northwest region, was a 
are poor, illiterate and unsure of where former missionary in Jos, Nigeria. He 
they fit within the confines of the law. worked as field treasurer with the 

To help answer some questions and World Division, assigned to the Ekan 
to assist immigrants, the General Muri Church, Nigeria. He also super
Board of Global Ministries has estab- vised the Sprite Guest Home and 
lished the Immigration Counseling maintained radio communication with 
Program, administered by the United rural areas there. 
Methodist Committee on Relief "I have a desire to be in this program 
(UMCOR), and the Immigration Re- because I have a spiritual need to 
sponse Program, administered by the serve . . . in this capacity," Current 
National Program Division. said. "It focuses upon people in need. I 

The Immigration Reform and Con- could identify with the task because of 
trol Act of 1986 provides that illegal my experience with a population 
immigrants, such as Haitian refugees, which was very active in immigrating 
can apply for legal residency under one to the West." 
of four provisions: legalization; special Current, who holds a Bachelor's 
agricultural workers' program; Cuban/ degree in professional aeronautics 
Haitian adjustment; or legalization from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni
through registry. However, the law versity, and a Master's in urban and 
requires that applying immigrants doc- regional planning from Virginia Com
ument that they have lived contin- monweafth University, is a former 
uously in the U.S. since before Jan. 1, chief planning engineer with the Indi-
1982. The law also carries penalities for ana State Department of Transporta
employers who hire undocumented tion's Division of Aeronautics. He is 
immigrants. also a former managing editor of the 

Church and human rights advocates Daytona Times in Florida. 
say documentation is a lengthy, com- Current and his wife Minerva have 
plicated legal process that serves to two children. He is a member of the 
expose and disqualify many undocu- Virginia Conference. 
mented aliens who apply. Applicants "This is an ecumenical effort as far as 
who do not qualify for legal status face I'm concerned," said Richard S. Jones, 
deportation. Thus, many have not who has been assigned to El Paso, 
come forward since enactment of the Texas, for the southwestern region. He 
law in November 1986. intends to begin work by making 

The Immigration Counseling Pro- contact with Catholics in his area who 
gram is a repository for information on are already involved in similar work. 
how to work with individuals and United Methodist bishops and district 
families who are affected by the new superintendents are also on his contact 
law, and it has a special appeal for the list. "It's important that these bishops 
support of this immigrant ministry don' t feel like somebody has imposed 
through an UMCOR Special Advance. something on them," he said. 

The GBGM has also hired five new Jones, who is a member of the Rio 
church and community workers as Grande Conference, spent nearly six 
immigration response specialists. They years in banking in Corpus Christi, 
will recruit and train church and Tex., his home town, before joining the 
community leaders to administer local immigration program. He has a Bache
documentation assistance programs in lor's degree in anthropology from the 
five jurisdictions of the country where University of Chicago, and has worked 
immigrants are concentrated. Local with the !nstitute of Cultural Affairs in 
church participation is on a volunteer Chicago and Salt Lake City. Jones has 
basis. also worked part-time with a local 

"The primary job of response spe- Dallas church while completing his 
cialists is to work with the systems of Master of Theological Studies degree at 
the annual conferences and their lead- Southern Methodist University. 
erships to help them program re- Loren K. Stanton has a history of 
sources to the local churches and then United Methodist volunteer service, 
have them respond as need is deter- including housing development work 
mined in their own areas," explained in Costa Rica and Honduras. And he 
Conrado Soltero, program secretary has traveled through Mexico and Eu
for Hispanic Ministries, National Pro- rope. 
gram Division. Stanton is a graduate of Willamette 

The immigration specialists have University School of Law, Salem, Ore
varied professional backgrounds . But gon, where he concentrated on civil 
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rights, immigration, federal Indian law 
and negotiations, mediation, and cli
ent counseling. He worked as a law 
clerk in Sitka, Alaska . 

"I see our role as a catalyst to help the 
conferences , districts and local 
churches to begin services to new 
comers," said Stanton. 

Stanton, a native of Ketchikan, Alas
ka, is a member of the Alaska Mission
ary Conference. He and his wife, 
Carol, are living in Philadelphia . 

Craig W. Nelson used to be a 
personnel director at a Waco, Texas 
financial corporation, where he was 
responsible for employee recruitment, 
selection, and payroll functions . Nel
son and his wife, Janice, have moved to 
Miami where he serves as the church's 
immigration specialist for the south
east and Puerto Rico. 

Nelson said he chose to leave bank
ing for mission work partly because he 
grew up in a mission family. His 
parents and grandparents were in
volved in mission work in Costa Rica . 
And it was important, he said, for him 
to someday follow the same path. 

Nelson has a Bachelor's degree in 
psychology and Spanish, and a Mas
tet' s in student personnel administra
tion. He has done sanctuary and 
translation work with the Buffalo, NY. , 
Council of Churches. 

Doris Shennum of Wilmore, KY., is a 
diaconal minister with the Kentucky 
Annual Conference, a social worker, 
theology student, and the mother of 
three adult children. She will work 
from Minneapolis, Minn., serving the 
Midwest. 

"I suppose I was introduced into 
refugee work when I was a child after 
World War II, and my family spon
sored two refugee children," said 
Shennum. Her refugee experience was 
renewed when five years ago in Ken
tucky she worked with Wilmore 
UMC's sponsorship of Haitian refu
gees. 

She is a member of the Kentucky 
Annual Conference and has studied in 
the Master of Divinity program at 
Asbury Theological Seminary. 

A former director of the community 
service center and program adminis
trator at Wilmore UMC, she will 
identify the needs of refugees and 
motivate local churches there. 

While the immigration specialists are 
church and community workers, they 
are also related to UMCOR's refugee 
office, since the immigration program 
is a cooperative mission effort of 
UMCOR and the National Program 
Division. o 

The Rev. Acelius Isaac leads service 
(top), and plays the accordian for the 
choir (above), at Brooklyn's St . 
Mark's Haitian UMC . 
one who is here their hope." when they are on the receiving end 

For some there is not much hope themselves. Before they can share 
because most Haitians in the U.S. they have to have something to 
are shackled by illiteracy, employ- share." 
ment discrimination, and accusa- Haitian congregations and mis
tions that Haitians were principal sions are also having difficulty 
carriers of AIDS. One member of meeting their financial obligations 
the Grace congregation says she within their churches. In most 
has been in the U.S. for eight years cases, the English-speaking con
and is still unable to get a job. To gregations with whom the Haitians 
get a good job in Miami you have to share facili ties pay most of their 
be white or a Cuban, say Haitians churches' bills, and the districts 
who live there . and annual conferences contribute 

" Some Haitian s ha v e onl y to the Haitian pastors' salaries, and 
enough to pay for their housing church utility bills. 
and can' t send money home," says Grace UMC was one of four 
Isaac. " It is hard for people to share southeas tern United Methodist 
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churches in mission that commis
sioned a study of the transitions 
they have been undergoing. Little 
Haiti and Grace UMC have been in 
perpetual transition for the past 25 
years . The community and the 
church were first white middle 
class, then black, then Hispanic, 
and are now 70 percent Haitian. 

"Many people feel that the fu
ture of Grace lies with Haitians, 
says The Rev. Frank Smith, pastor 
of Grace's English-speaking con
gregation." 

Grace UMC's two congregations 
have discussed the possibility of 
merging the English and Haitian 
sections into one church with the 
idea that it would become even
tually a majority Haiti n church. 
The Haitian population is the 
larger and the younger of the two 
and is continually growing. 

The median age for Haitians in 
the community and the church is 
24, said Miami District Supt. Ro
bert E. Fannin. For the rest of the 
population it is 35. More than 30 
percent of the Haitians are under 
age 15, and 62 percent are in peak 
cruld-bearing years, he said. 

The Grace UMC congregations 
have already begun having joint 
activities such as shared work days 
for maintenance of church proper
ty. However, language and cultur
al barriers separate them during 
worship services. 

Both Fannin in Miami and Isaac 
in New York believe local churches 
across the nation have an impor
tant role to play in uplifting mis
sion churches and refugee com
munities . 

Racial discrimination, 
immigration laws, 
jobs and housing 
are only a few of 
the problems facing 
Haitian refugees in 
America today 

"I think that UMCOR and the 
National Division is doing all they 
can," said Fannin, who has estab
lished a Haitian Ministry Advisory 
Committee in Miami. "1 think that 
we have been supported tremen
dously by the General Board of 
Global Ministries and other divi
sions. But people in other places in 
America where things are going 
well, where there are no new 
people corning to their towns, 
should be saying, 'Hey, the Hai
tians and other people need our 
assistance.'" 

Unemployment, said Fannin, is 
the number one problem Haitians 
face. "It means that until they are 
able to establish themselves within 
the systems of our country, we will 
have to support them to a great 
extent," he said, adding that a 
majority of working Haitians in the 
church are tithers. 

Isaac proposed that local 

The UM Haitian mission church 
in Homestead, Fla . 

churches and their members offer 
more assistance in finding jobs, so 
Haitians can acquire economic in
dependence . He suggests that 
when church members know of job 
openings, they pass the informa
tion on. Resettlement aid should 
not be left solely to the National 
Program Division, and other major 
organizations, he said. 

Isaac is currently awaiting ap
proval of a $7,000 grant proposal to 
hire a social worker to help other 
Haitians. And he is trying to form a 
team of workers at his church to do 
outreach work. "If we had a social 
worker, that person could take care 
of the social needs and I could take 
care of the spiritual. There is a lack 
of manpower," he said. 

To illu.strate his point, Isaac told 
of having to cancel his initial 
counseling session with Joseph 
and Martine in order to help a 
young homeless, unemployed 
Haitian man. The man's friends 
had moved away and he was 
suddenly left without a place to 
live. Isaac took the man to a New 
York City shelter which accepted 
him immediately upon Isaac's rec
ommendation. "Sometimes people 
come and ask for a ticket to go back 
to Haiti, when they cannot bear the 
burdens anymore," Isaac said. 

Dessieux, head of the mission 
program in Miami, asked for some 
assistance after being over
whelmed by people corning for 
help. Some needed money for rent, 
some were looking for employ
ment counseling. 

The Mennonite Church had as
signed its volunteer, John Nof-

rig~1 
whio 
UM( 
his 
Hou] 
use 
run 
vate 
midc 
to s1 
co nu 
pro\ 
aa 

affor 
said 
worl 
"The 
put 
wha 
~utj1 
11\ t~ 
the t 

Th 
unde 
Whit 
and 
mov 
Haitt 
subs 

"E 
prob 
le Ills 
ist~ 
Sorn1 
Who 
Emo 
~ 
~I 



ziger, to Miami Urban Ministries 
which reassigned him to Grace 
UMC. Nofziger has been putting 
his efforts into the Little Haiti 
Housing Association which will 
use private grant money to buy 
rundown houses in the area, reno
vate them and then resell them to 
middle income Haitians in an effort 
to spur J?rivate ownership in the 
community. The program will also 
provide employment for local 
craftsmen. 

"We' re trying to make housing 
affordable under market value," 
said Nofziger, who has also 
worked as a volunteer in Haiti. 
"The families will be required to 
put in sweat equity. I don't see 
what we are doing as very special 
but just a little break because others 
in the middle class get breaks all 
the time." 

The perimeter of Little Haiti is 
undergoing a new transition as 
white gentrification encroaches, 
and poor Haitians are forced to 
move. Many landlords in Little 
Haiti charge exorbitant rents for 
substandard housing. 

" Because we have economic 
problems, we have spiritual prob
lems," said Dessieux. "The church 
is the building for a lot of things. 
Sometimes it isn' t easy." Dessieux, 
who is also a theology student at 
Emory University in Atlanta, is 
trying to close a wide cultural gap 
by pushing his parishoners to 

accept more responsibility within 
their church. In Haiti, the minister 
made all or most of the major 
decisions , including handling 
money matters. Dessieux reminds 
his members that they are in 
America now and here it is govern
ment for and by the people-even 
within the church. 

Haitian ministers and their lay 
leaders encourage adults to take 
free literacy classes, and the church 
sites serve as symbolic havens of 
education since many Haitians fear 
going to public schools because 
they are government run. Fannin, 
citing population statistics that the 
Haitian attendance record in public 
schools is 25 percent higher than 
the Dade County average, main
tained that education is a priority 
among Haitians. 

Grace UMC provides space for 
the Lutheran Ministries legal serV
ices program. It is also one of the 14 
sites in Miami where the Haitian 
and Caribbean Foundation for 
Education and Development holds 
literacy and vocational education 
classes. The Foundation is another 
UMC-supported program . The 
churches also act as referral agen
cies for Haitians with legal and 
immigration problems. 

Haitian refugees who do not 
qualify for legal residency under 
provisions of the Immigration Re
form and Control Act of 1986 face 
deportation . The National Pro-

Whole congregation turns out 
for Grace UMC's sixth anniversary 
party in Miami. 

gram Division has hired five riew 
church and community workers as 
immigration specialists assigned to 
five regional jurisdictions. of the 
country to train lay church mem
bers to assist illegal aliens in pre
paring documentation required 
under the law, 

"The law as a whole means 
enormous hardship for undocu
mented imm'grants . It will not be 
easy to obtain legalization, even for 
those who are eligible under the 
law," reports UMCOR. "The de
mands for documentation are ex
cessive and the fees are too high. 
The possibility of family separation 
for tnose whose spouses or chil
dren do not qualify is a great threat. 
Many people are simply not com
ing forth to claim legal status." 

Paul, a Miami refugee, may 
qualify for residency since he came 
to the U.S. in 1980. But his wife 
Rosa, who doesn' t speak English, 
came in 1986. The law covers only 
those who arrived here before Jan. 
1, 1982. 0 

Brenda Webber, a former Peace Corps 
volunteer, is a free lance writer and 
editorial consultant. She resides in 
New York City . 
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AFRICA 

Mozambique 

a -1n 
By James R. Ovven 

A trip to the southeastern African 
nation of Mozambique almost in
variably involves a stopover, going 
and leaving, at Jan Smuts Airport 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. For 
this first-time sojourner to that 
part of the world, that brief bivouac 
in South Africa at the beginning 
and end of my Mozambique trip 
was more than just an ordinary 
layover. 

Arriving in Johannesburg last 
fall, I was filled with the kind of 
trepidation that goes along with an 
almost paranoic fear of what South 
Africa has come to symbolize-a 
leviathan police state, apartheid 
regime, whose knowing BOSS (~.u
reau of Secret Service) agents 
would surely be able to penetrate 
my luggage to see the ID tags I had 
hidden there which revealed my 
forbidden profession-journalist. 
However, I passed through with
out incident. 

It was on the way out of Mozam
bique, on a somewhat longer 
layover, that I experienced both 
countries simultaneously in a poi
gnant visit to Soweto, itself a giant 
worldwide symbol of apartheid's 
repression. Soweto, the site of a 
1976 black student uprising that 
was put down brutally by the 
police, is an all-black ghetto of over 
2,000,000 just outside Johannes
burg. But it was not the grimness of 
that place, with its charged, hostile 
atmosphere, that struck me as 
much as a visit with a Mozambican 
United Methodist pastor who min
isters in Soweto with Mozambican 

An overflow crowd strains to hear worship service at a Maputo church 
(left) . Above, Chadreque Mujongue, field treasurer of the country's · 
Methodist Church. 

men who toil in the South African 
gold mines. 

That pastor lived in Soweto for 
four years, (his family remains in 
Mozambique), preaching and sus
taining the faith of the thousands 
of Mozambican men who also live 
in the Transvaal without their 
families, earning a living they 
could not at home. His quiet 
determination, his deep faith and 
gentle hos{itality did not mask the 
sadness o that place. 

His presence in Soweto, and that 
of the Mozambican miners, under
scores the pivotal role that South 

Africa plays in the lives of not just 
Mozambicans at home and in the 
mines, but of black people 
throughout southern Africa. South 
African gold mines provide work 
for migrant workers from sur
rounding countries, and its mighty 
economic engine provides much of 
the food and technology that they 
depend upon. 

Mozambique is high on the list of 
The United Methodist Church's 
"Partner Churches in Crisis." The 
country also heads the "human 
suffering index" of the U.S. Popu
lation Crisis Committee. Food 
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shortages, droughts and a vicious 
rebel war and staggering inflation 
have sapped the nation's strength. 
These are some factors that in
fluenced the denomination's bish
ops to issue their " Partner 
Churches" appeal for $9 million to 
assist many Third World churches, 
including Mozambique, last year. 

The situation facing Mozambi
que's churches, which are growing 
rapidly, mirrors the national crisis . 
The depth of poverty and short
ages seem almost unfathomable to 
fust-time Western visitors. 

A Land in Crisis 
To understand the crisis facing 
church and country, it is helpful to 
know a bit about Mozambique's 
history. For nearly 500 years, Mo
zambique, a fertile, tropical coun
try that undulates along the south
eastern coast of the African conti
nent, was a colony of Portugal. It is 
strategically located on the Indian 
Ocean, and is rich in valuable, but 
untapped, natural resources . Its 
rail lines and ports provide essen
tial transport to the landlocked 
nations of Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Malawi and Botswana. 

Unlike some of the other Europe
an colonial powers though, the 
Portuguese did little to develop the 
economy of their African holdings . 
After independence Mozambique 
lacked utterly the rudiments of a 
modern economy. Nor did the 
Portuguese attempt to train the 
black Mozambicans. The work
force was untrained and unedu
cated, and illiteracy hovered at 90 
percent. 

Mozambique gained its inde
pendence from Portugal in 1975, 
after a long, bitter colonial war with 
the FRELIMO (Mozambique Liber-

ation Front) party that remains in 
power today. Mozambique, along 
with Angola, another former Por
tuguese colony, was one of the last 
black African states to achieve 
independence. 

Regrettably, however, an even 
more bitter and vicious civil war 
unfolded in Mozambique almost 
immediately after independence. 
That war pits the Marxist govern
ment against what the Mozambi
cans cail the "banditos," or South 
African-backed guerrillas of the 
Mozambique National Resistance 
(RENAMO). The rebels, who were 
first supported by the former 
white-minority regime of neigh
boring Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), 
are now believed to be underwrit
ten by another, current white-mi
nority regime, South Africa. Like 
Rhodesia before it, South Africa 
would prefer not to have black-ma
jority governments on its borders. 

For 12 years the rebels have 
wreaked havoc on Mozambique, at 
first primarily in the northern part 
of the country, and more recently, 
striking further south. They attack 
at night, striking the homes of 
farmers and villagers without 
warning-killing, torturing, dis
membering, robbing and kidnap
ping. Mozambicans live in nearly 
constant fear of the rebels, and 
many are too afraid to sleep in their 
crude homes at night, and instead 
seek the relative safety of the 
nearby bush . Farming families 
who haven't fled to the cities till 
their fields until early afternoon 
and then embark on hours-long 
treks to the shelter of villages 
protected by the national army. 

The rebels have managed to 
disrupt the total fabric of national 
life . Their efforts to destabilize the 

Mozambicans must 
make do with 
church buildings 
that are too few 
and too small 

Mozambican government has led 
to the blowing up of rail lines and 
bridges, the destruction of crops 
and irrigation systems, razing of 
health clinics and schools and has 
halted the transportation of emer
gency food supplies. 

Today, several million Mozam
bicans have been dislodged from 
their homes, and over half a million 
have fled the country' s borders to 
become refugees in neighboring 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Swa
ziland and even South Africa. 

The churches of Mozambique 
have been affected in a number of 
ways. Last September 2, the rebels 
staged an early morning attack on 
the church's mission station and 
health clini ·n Cambine. At least 
16 Mozambican Methodists sta
tioned there were killed by the 
rebels . At least 56 more persons 
were taken hostage by the rebels, 
who use their victims to help carry 
their stolen loot back to camp. 

Throughout summer 1987, news 
stories of atrocities committed by 
the rebels began appearing with 
greater frequency in U.S. newspa
pers. Some believe this was trig
gered in part by the gripping 
eyewitness account of a massacre 
in Homoine, just miles away from 
the Methodist mission station in 
Cambine, provided by Mark van 
Koevering, a Mennonite Central 
Committee agronomist working 
with the Christian Council of Mo
zambique. He survived the rebel 
attack on July 26 at Homoine in 
which at least 386 Mozambicans 
were killed, by hiding in a mud
brick lean-to behind his hotel. 

The savagery of the rebel attack 
stunned Mr. van Koevering. He 
described the butchery and dis
memberment of pregnant moth-
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At unfinished church at 
Chamancula, Bishop Roy Sano 
(center) , president of the General 

Board of Global Ministries ' 
World Program Division, confers 
with church leaders on how lack of 

funds has delayed 
construction work. 

ers, elderly women and small chil- offices, education and fellowship 
dren. A favorite rebel torture, said facilities . However, completion 
Mr. Van Koevering, is to cut off the will be delayed because necessary 
ears, lips or noses of their victims. funds have dried up. Chamanculu 

In the midst of this chaos, fear received a major grant from the 
and deprivation, the Mozambican Africa Church Growth and Devel
U nited Methodists seek to be opment Fund (ACGDF) of the 
faithful while searching for solu- General Board of Global Ministries 
tions to their economic problems. to start its new building. 
Growing rapidly in numbers they Other congregations in Maputo 
make do with church buildings and other Mozambican cities, how
that are too few and too small for ever, haven't been so fortunate and 
their needs. remain without church buildings. 

In the capital city of Maputo the Chadreque Mujongue, the Mo-
church is growing rapidly. At wor- zambican Methodist field treasurer 
ship one Sunday morning at the said "that without any doubt, it is 
Chamanculu United Methodist the instability caused by the civil 
Church in Maputo, people begin war that hurts the church worst. 
arriving for the service hours in We just cannot keep up our pro
advance, hoping to secure a place grams, we cannot maintain 
on one of tne benches inside the things." He said the Mozambique 
church that would later reach swel- conference has received critically 
tering temperatures because of needed funds from ACGDF. Other 
overcrowding. Outside the build- GBGM grants also enabled the 
ing, hundreds more stand near the purchase of six vehicles for the 
windows and doors, straining to church's mission stations . Mr . 
hear the vibrant music and lively Mujongue said that the Methodist 
liturgy that characterizes Mozam- Church will continue its present 
bican Methodism. projects in spite of its serious 

Chamanculu, Maputo's largest financial difficulties. 
and most prestigious congrega- "Our church was always a bush 
tion, is well on the way toward church, beginning with the mis
completing its new building on a sionaries," he said, "and it will stay 
busy downtown Maputo street. as a bush church. Our pastors stay 
When finished, it will oe a modem, with the }'eople wherever they 
capacious structure equipped with might be.' 
[86) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

The guerrilla war has contribut
ed mightily to the severe food 
shortages plaguing Mozambique, 
say Methodist church leaders. Al
fredo Mazive, a layman who di
rects a farm demonstration project 
on the outskirts of Maputo, ex
plained that growing numbers of 
refugees from the rural areas have 
flocked to the cities, which are 
better protected against rebel raids. 

"The people are becoming more 
afraid to stay in the fields," he said. 
What food supplies do exist, he 
added, are ripe targets for the 
RENAMO rebels, who loot the 
food during their attacks. The 
hunger afflicting Mozambique is 
particularly ironic, said Mr. Ma
zive, in light of its gentle climate 
and vast amount of arable land. 

The project Mr. Mazive directs, 
CEMUDRI (the Portuguese acro
nym for " United Methodist 
Church in Mozambique Rural In
dustrial Development" ), seeks to 
help develop some of that agricul
tural potential. CEMUDRI was 
launched in 1985 in large part 
through a $50,000 grant from the 1 

United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR), a program de
partment of the General Board of 
Global Ministries . Subsequent 
grants from UMCOR have enabled 
the farm project to expand its 
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program, said Mr. Mazive. 
CEMUDRI' s basic approach is to 

train Mozambicans in using basic, 
low-cost technologies appropriate 
to the locale. Simp1e techniques in 
irrigation, fertilizing and cultivat
ing are used in raising crops effi
ciently. For animal husbandry, 
Mozambicans are taught how to 
use cut-out old tires for watering 
poultry. 

"This kind of instruction can 
make a difference in improving our 
national development," comment
ed Mr. Mazive. The church, he 
said, must redouble its efforts in 
development "so that we can save 
bodies first and then souls." 

The farm project is chronically 
short on seeds and implements
hoes, rakes and shovels-not 
available in Mozambique. CEMU
DRI also teaches basic carpentry 
and woodworking skills, and 
progress in these areas, too, is 
hampered by a lack of simple tools. 

New Missionaries 
The arrival last summer of two new 
missionary families in Maputo, 
sent by the GBGM's World Divi
sion, was greeted enthusiastically 
by the Mozambican Methodists. 
Tim and Carol Crawford, and 
daughter Abigail, and Glen and 
Dar1a Rowley with daughter 
Chandra, are the first new mis
sionaries posted to Mozambique 
since before independence. 

They join a long-time veteran of 
mission in Mozambique, MaryJean 
Tennant, who has served contin
uously there since 1949. Mr. Craw
ford, an agricultural specialist, has 
joined Alfredo Mazive on the CE
MUDRI project, where he helps 
direct the farm demonstration pro
gram. Carol Crawford joins hus
band Tim at CEMUDRI, and is 
responsible for teaching home eco
nomics to Mozambican women. 

Both Glen and Darla Rowley 
started work at the ecumenical 
Union Seminary in Ricatla, a short 
distance from Maputo. Mr. Rowley 
teaches at the seminary, and Mrs. 
Rowley manages the seminary in
firmary, which had fallen into 
disrepair over the years. 

Mr. Chadreque Mujongue is field 
treasurer for the Mozambican Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. 

"The arrival in Mozambique of 
the new missionaries signals to us 
the importance the U.S. church 
places on its partnership with us 
here," said Mr. Mujongue. o 

James R. Owen in a free lance writer 
and editor living in New York City. 

METHODISM IN MOZAMBIQUE 

United Methodism in Mozambique Maputo, although growth is occurring 
will celebrate its centenary in 1989. nationwide. 
Methodist work begaP in Mozambique The conference's pastors work 55 
when Edwin H. Richards, a self-sup- circuits throughout Mozambique, a 
ported missionary under appointment country of 14 million people. Each 
by Bishop William Taylor, purchased pastor ministers to approximately 
the former American Board (Congre- seven circuits . 
gational) property at Inhambane. The The Mozambican church today pur
work was accepted by the Missionary sues a vigorous, active ministry in spite 
Society in 1896 as a regular foreign of the 12-year-old guerrilla war and 
mission and was incorporated into the the chronic financial shortages. The 
Congo Mission Conference. church stresses evangelism along with 

In 1954, the name changed to South- development, and prayer meetings 
east Africa Annual Conference, in- and worship are often scheduled along 
eluding any work the denomination with literacy training classes or the 
does in South Africa. The church today building of a well or cistern. 
claims 40,000 members in nine dis- Treasurer Mujongue said the church 
tricts . The bishop, the Rev. Almeida has cherished the sense of indepen
Penicela, has been ill for some time, dence it has enjoyed since the Mozam
and administration has been left to the bicans received their first native bish
bishop's assistant, the Rev. Joao So- op. "After the missionaries left," he 
mane Chamado, and Chadreque Mu- said, "we were a bit like children. Now 
jongue, the field treasurer. we have to do the job, and it would be a 

The conference is headquartered shame to let all this fall apart. " 
today in Maputo, in a comfortable Out of a total population of 14 
two-story cofonial-style home, pur- million, Mozambique has two million 
chased with the help of an Africa Christians))l.5 million Roman Catho
Church Growth and Development lies and a half-million Protestants . The 
grant. The church's greatest growth is number of those practising traditional 
occurring in the area surrounding religions is unknown. 
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A Call for 
Medical Missionaries 
Requests for doctors , nurses, need to be surgeons willing to do 
therapists, and medical instructors general practice. In addition, we 
are coming continually to the Gen- need internal medical specialists 
eral Board of Global Ministries and pediatricians." 
from around the world as the The net effect is that more people 
medical needs of the poor become than necessary in rural communi
greater. Medical mission oppor- ties of Africa become fatal victims 
tunities abound. For example: of disease and even minor injuries. 

• Mozambique is urgently in In Mozambique, innocent women 
need of doctors, teaching nurses, and children, wounded in rebel 
and medical provisions and sup- fighting, are pouring in to the 
plies, in the aftermath of fighting Chicuque Hospital there . But the 
and rebel raids on health facilities hospital has a staff shortage; it 
there. needs more mission doctors. 

• Short- term medical relief staff Medical mission work takes 
are needed immediately at the place in some of the most difficult 
Madhipura Christian Hospital in areas of the world, but the results 
Madhipura, Bihar, India. are rewarding. Ask Dr. Lowell 

• Liberia needs doctors, and Gess, an ophthalmologist, and his 
medical supplies and equipment at wife, Ruth, a registered nurse of 
Ganta United Methodist Hospital. Alexandria, Minn. They know all 
The hospital's electrical machmery about medical mission service . 
is virtually inoperative, thus pre- Two of their six children were born 
venting proper sterilization of in Africa where the Gesses spent 18 
equipment. years in mission service. One child 

• Sierre Leone lacks an ophtha- was born in Nigeria, and another 
mologist for Kissy Eye Hospital. was born in Sierre Leone, where 

• The Red Bird Medical Center, the Gesses worked at the Kissy Eye 
KY, has openings for a doctor and a Hospital in Freetown. 
radiology technician. "We felt it was a call to mission," 

•The Samuteb Hospital, Kapan- Dr. Gess says of the mission work 
ga, Zaire is seeking a new surgeon. they began in 1952. Ruth Gess adds 

• Two primary care physicians emphasis by reiterating her hus
and/or dentists are needed to ac- band's point about their work 
company three South Carolina Vol- being a mission call to service. 
unteers in Mission construction The Gesses retired recently from 
teams to the Philippines to work in full-time service and are now 
an out-patient setting. short-term volunteers in mission, 

And the list goes on. serving three months of every 
"We really need 10 doctors with year. Since becoming volunteers, 

emphasis on Africa," says Dr. they have been recruiting other 
Duvon C. Corbitt Jr., executive ophthalmologists and getting med
secretary for overseas medical ical supplies for the hospital. "So, it 
work, Health and Welfare Minis- is still a full-time ' ministry," says 
tries Program Department. "Most Ruth Gess. 
(88) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

They tout the Freetown hospi
tal's services and up-to-date sur
gery, and equipment in their re
cruiting. "It is hard to believe, but 
they have the use of a Yag laser 
there," Dr. Gess says excitedly. 
"We have the latest equipment out 
there . Most of that has been don
ated by doctors and people who are 
interested." 

The Gesses take boxes of donat
ed equipment with them each time 
they return to Sierre Leone. On the 
last trip they transported 17 large 
boxes. For the Gesses, it is all a part 
of their medical mission work. 

Medical missionaries can serve 
under two mission programs-
full-term missionaries, and short
term volunteers-in the World and 
National Program Divisions of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
Full-term missionaries abroad 
serve for three-year periods, while 
short-term volunteers serve a year 
or less. 

United Methodist missionaries 
from the World and National Pro
gram Divisions can be found all 
over the world, including North 
America. 

Right now, Africa is calling. 
Interested medical professionals 

may contact the Mission Personnel 
Resources Program Department of 
the General Board of Global Minis
tries at 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY, 10115; [1-800-654-5929] . 

-BRENDA W EBBER 
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Don't Take Clean 
Water for Granted 

by Charles E. Cole 

We used to think water was free. 
That was before we realized we 
had to build huge dams and ex
pensive recycling plants to purify 
the water in our rivers. What was 
that line from an old Tom Lehrer 
song? Something about the water 
that someone used for brushing 
teeth in St. Louis going into lemon
ade downstream in Memphis. 

Once you run out of clean water 
you realize just how much you 
depend on it. If invaders from 
another planet put our human 
bodies through a gigantic squeezer 
they would get several quarts of 
liquid but the leftovers would 
hardly be worth carrying back to 
Mother Krypton or wherever. Our 
bodies are mostly water and so is 
most of the food we eat. 

Water weighs about e ight 
pounds a gallon, not counting the 
container in which it is carried. For 
good hygiene, people need four or 
five gallons a day. If you have to 
carry your water you will end up 
toting about 40 pounds a day. 

Suppose you have to carry water 
about two miles from its source to 
your home. And suppose you have 
a family of three children, two 
parents, and maybe a grandparent 
living with the family. A little 
arithmetic shows us that some
body must carry 240 pounds of 
water every day for this familf. 

Sometimes the children wil be 
old enough to help-but sotne
times not. Sometimes the father 
can help-but usually not. Thus 
the burden falls most often on the 
wife and mother. 

Once the water has been carried, 
the work has just begun. Then the 
carrier often has to do the cooking, 
the washing and the cleaning. 

Missionaries and health workers 
often must educate people about 

the benefits of hygiene. Many 
diseases are communicated be
cause children do not wash their 
hands after going to the toilet. We 
might think that anyone would 
understand this need, but consider 
the response of an African woman 
who was asked how she felt about 
making her children wash their 
hands -before eating: 

"I have to carry our water seven 
miles every day. If I caught anyone 
wasting water by washing their 
hands, I would kill them." 

But we're not just talking about 
clean hands. Fifteen million chil
dren under the age of five die each 
year. Diseases that cause diarrhea 
are a major cause of these deaths . 
Diarrhea and enteritis (inflamma
tion of the small intestine) make up 
the third leading cause of death in 
developing countries. 

Impure water also causes chol
era, typhoid fever, and several 
diseases in which worms attack the 
body from within . Many diseases 
come about indirectly through col
lected water infested by insects and 
bacteria-malaria, sleeping sick
ness, river blindness, and ele
phantiasis. The results of insani
tary conditions, directly affected by 
the availability of water, include 
several worm diseases that come 
about through contact with excre
ta . The number of people who 
become sick because of the lack of 
good water is somewhere around a 
billion a year. 

A pretty dismal picture. But 
there is hope. A very high percent
age of these diseases can be con
trolled through a clean water sup
ply and basic sanitation. For exam
ple , about on e- h alf of the 
incidence of diarrhea is controll
able this way. And 90 percent of 
cholera, 80 percent of typhoid, and 

100 percent of some worm dis
eases. 

We have some experience in 
how clean water improves health. 
Cholera and diarrhea contributed 
to many deaths in the U.S. and 
Great Britain a century ago. How
ever, these conditions were vir
tually eliminated with the installa
tion of clean water systems. When 
water filtration was introduced 
into 20 American cities, the ty
phoid rate dropped 65 percent. In 
Chile, making clean water avail
able for drinking reduced acute 
diarrhea by 74 percent. 

Keeping water pure is a problem 
for people in the United States as 
welI as abroad. Remember how we 
used to laugh about countries 
wh ere you couldn't drink the 
water? We're no longer laughing, 
because the water supplies of 
many of our communities are 
threatened by pollution. 

Ta ke McFarlan d , California 
(pop. 6,000). It had ten childhood 
mafignancies in ten years-a rate 
that is 800 percent higher than 
normal. Many homes in that com
munity occupy former agricultural 
land that had been doused with 
pesticides . 

Dr. Jerome Marmorstein be
lieves that the pesticides may have 
something to do with the cancer. 
"Water is the universal solvent," 
he wrote, "and can hold far higher 
levels of pollutants than air can." 

Even where there is no chemical 
pollution, water supplies may be 
fouled by human waste because of 
outdoor privies and the like . None 
of us can take clean water for 
granted. Like clean air, it is basic to 
good health. 

In the fall of 1986, Congress 
renewed the Clean Water Act. It 
will cost $18 billion during the next 
eight years to implement. The act 
controls pollution, including water 
runoffs from farm land and city 
streets. Some of the money will be 
used to build sewage treatment 
plants. 

The next time you use water, 
remember how costly it is . And 
think about our responsibility to 
help people everywhere have clean 
water without carrying it seven 
miles. 
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Make the Prayer Calendar 
your gift to family, friends, 
pastor, colleagues -and join 
many thousands of other 
United Methodists who use 
the Prayer Calendar daily 
as a guide in devotions. 

The Prayer Calendar offers: 

• spiritual growth through 
meditations and prayers 

• guidance in daily 
prayer for missionaries, 
deaconesses and short-term 
workers on their birthdays 
and for mission projects 
of The United Methodist 
Church around the world 

• further links to mission 
through names of heads of 
colleague churches overseas, 
directors and staff of the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries, retired workers 
• maps to help locate 
areas of mission 

Order your copies from: 

Service Center, General 
Board of Global Ministries 
7820 Reading Road, 
Caller No. 1800 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45222-1800 
Stock #1046 
Cost S3.50 plus postage and handling. 

Books 
GOD IS RICE: Asian culture and 
Christian faith 
by M asao Takenaka 
The Risk Book Series 
World Council of Churches, Gene
va. 83 pp. 

Professor Takenaka teaches at Do
shisha University Divinity School in 
Kyoto, Japan. His ecumenical lead
ership in the areas of Christian eth
ics and Asian Arts has been out
standing. For him these two sub
jects are interrelated in the depth of 
Christian spirituality. God is Rice is 
the 1985 Earl Lecture Takenaka de
livered at Pacific School of Religion. 

God is Rice. What a strange title! 
"Yea, thou art my rock and my for
t ress" (Ps. 31:3) says the Psalmist. 
"Rock" means something "solid" and 
"dependable". God is firm and de
pendable. In the same manner "rice" 
in the title of the book means "life". 
How can anyone live without rice? 
The book is then about the theme: 
God is the Giver of Life. Takenaka is 
not suggesting that we should wor
ship rice as God . 

The the book's striking t it le was 
influenced by the Korean poet Kim 
Chi Ha's poem: "Heaven is rice/ As 
we cannot go to heaven alone/ we 
should share rice with one another/ 
As all share the light of the heavenly 
stars/ We should share and eat rice 
together/ Heaven is r ice/ When we 
eat and swallow rice/ Heaven dwells 
in our body/ Rice is heaven/ Yes, rice 
is the matter / We should eat togeth
er. " 

Rice must be eaten together. 
"Sharing rice" is the fundamental 
commandment of Christian faith for 
Asia as well as for the entire world 
today. This important message of 
sharing (of rice) must be communi
cated to people of diverse cultural 
backgrounds. Takenaka tries to do 
t his by invit ing people to examine 
the spiritual content of Asian Chris
t ian art, and the resulting combina
tion of ethics and art is refreshing. 

Takenaka focuses on four ethical 
elements in this book: Nature (natu
ral environment); neighbor (person
al relationships); nations (social or
ganizations); and newness (historical 
consciousness and renewal). His in
terpretation of Asian culture, and 
specifically of Christian art, is 
brought into dialogue with these 
ethical concerns. 

For instance, Takenaka meditates 
upon the images of "a flat-nosed 
Christ" and "a mis- shapen-nosed 
Christ". He writes, "If God in Jesus 
Christ is the God Incarnate, the 
word become flesh for an Asian it is 
quite natural to imagine him as the 

For $7. 00, the award-
w inning New World 

Outlook brings you up
to-date news of mi ss ion 
from around the world 

all year long. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK is a 
timely gift that brings you new 
mission developments and offers 
Christian perspectives on current 
events . Two mission studies, an 
annual report of the General Board 
of Global Ministries, and reviews 
of recently published books are but 
a few of the many features pre
sented in 10 v ividly illustrated 
issues. Make a small investment 
that wi ll return a wea lth of infor
mation on m1ss1on and United 
Method ists at work all over the 
globe. 

Subscribe for yourself and for friends 
to NEW WORLD OUTLOOK today! 
Only $7.00 for one year; $13 for two 
years. Send with check to: 

Magazine Circulation 
Service Center 
General Board of Global 
Ministries 
7820 Reading Road 
Caller number 1800 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45222-1800 
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flat-nosed Christ . . . In many 
places the flat-nosed tribal people 
are looked down upon. They are 
often humiliated." The sculpture by 
the Indian K.C.S. Paniker called 
"The Sorrow of Christ" has a mis
shaped nose. About this sculpture 
Takenaka writes, "The sculpture vi
vidly shows the compassion of 
Christ, identifying with the misery 
of suffering people". According to 
Takenaka these images of Christ 
point to Christ's solidarity with 
marginalized people. These artistic 
expressions point to Mary's Magni
ficat (Luke 1: 46-55). 

Referring to the painting by the 
Sri Lankan artist, N alini Jayasuriya 
called "Christ Mandala" in which 
Christ embraces the whole cosmos, 
Takenaka comments, "This image of 
mandala contains a special signifi
cance since it overcomes the dualis
tic notion which prevailed strongly 
in Wes tern Christianity. The ratio
nal and dualistic approach to life puts 
Christians in a handicapped situa
tion today. Even today, the under
lying assumptions involve a dualistic 
interpretation-separating the spir
it from the body, ... " (p.39) The all 
embracing Christ teaches us, ac
cording to Takenaka, that the physi
cal need is as important as spiritual 
need. Thus he speaks about the "pro
phetic task of arts" (p.43). 

The meaning of God is rice "that 

comes to us at the intersection of 
Christian ethics and Christian art is 
not self-evident. We must have our 
eyes opened. Takenaka introduces a 
Japanese expression to indicate such 
a moment of enlightenment-'Those 
who have eyes to see, see'. The mo
ment of realization of the truth is the 
'Ha-hah' moment." In the Bible we 
have many surprising acknowledg
ments; E.EE-hah'. In this way, God 
is working in our world, in a way I 
did not know." In contrast to the 
'Ha-hah' moment, Takenaka speaks 
of anqther Japanese expression
'Y a-ya'. When two swordsmen en
gage in combat (chanbara), they 
threaten the opponent by shouting 
'Ya-ya.' "Whenever two or three 
Western theologians are gathered 
together, there is argumentation 
about God. Like a theological 'Ya-ya 
chanbara' they debate about God by 
saying, I argue". Takenaka suggests 
that the richness of God's gift of life 
cannot be adequately experienced 
and expressed by way of the 'Ya-ya' 
spirit of the sword. When we are 
made to say 'Ha-hah' we may be led 
to the deeper truth of Christ. 

Two comments are in order here: 
1) According to Rabbi Abraham 
Heschel, the greatness of the biblical 
faith is found in the unity of God's 
pathos (passion) and God's ethos 
(ethics). This small book of Takena- ' 
ka's, in a broad sense, stands within 

the honored biblical tradition. Thus 
the unity between social responsibil
ity and artistic expression which Ta
kenaka.affirms is of fundamental im
portance. 2) With much wisdom the 
American theologian Paul Tillich 
and the Japanese Buddhist scholar, 
Hajime Nakamura, once said that 
the differences we perceive between 
two religious traditions are often 
contained within themselves. I 
would like to apply this insight to the 
cultural discussion of this book. The 
contrast we see between East and 
West is very often present within 
each. Almost all that we may think 
"special to the East" may be found in 
the West. 

This is a small book of cultural and 
theologica:l sensitivity. Through the 
theological images developed in this 
book readers may discover the 
meaning of their own cultural and 
religious heritages. The line that 
cuts through the whole book is the 
unity of Christian ethics and Chris
tian spirituality. I am happy to rec
ommend the book to the readers of 
New World Outlook. 

Kosuke Koyama 

Kosuke Koyama is a professor of 
theology at Union Theological Semi
nary and the author of a number of 
books , such as Water Buffalo Theol
ogy. 

Help alleviate hunger. 

Use it in your church 

Pray for those 
who are hungry. 

Send for your 
fish bank. 

Keep it on 
your table 
at home. 

Everything you give goes 
to feed the hungry. 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
General Board of Global Ministries/The Uhlted Methodist Church 

Order from Service Center. 7620 Reading Road, Coller No. 1600 Cincinnati, OH 45222-1600. Stock #4260 
Fish bonks free up to 500. Over 500-10C each plus postage and handling. 
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Mission pros 
Sign up for 

these seminars at OMSC 
in New Haven: 

April 4-8 

March 14-18, 1988 
Conversion Ancient 
and Modern: Lessons 
in Mission and Evan
gelism. Dr. Andrew F. 
Walls, Edinburgh , 
Scotland. 

Education for Third 
\\brld Church Leaders: 
Reconciling Conflict
ing Models. Dr. Ted 
Ward, Trinity Evangel
ical Divinity School . 
Cosponsored by Chris
tian and Missionary Alliance, Christian 
Reformed World Ministries, OMS Int'l, 
SIM Int'l and World Concern. 

April 11-15 
Community-Based Primary Health 
Care: A Workshop for Cross-Cultural 
Workers. Ors. Jean and James Morehead 
Eldon Stolzfus, and Dr. Duane Elmer. ' 
Cosponsored .PY American Leprosy 
Missions, MAP Int'l, Mennonite Central 
Committee, SIM Int'!, World Concern 
and World Relief Corporation . ' 

April 25-29 
The Gospel and the International Urban 
Challenge. Ors. Roger S. Greenway and 
John Perkins . Cosponsored by Latin 
America Mission, Mission to the World 
Southern Baptist FMB, Worldteam Int'i, 
and World Vision. 

OVERSEAS MINISTRIES 
STUDY CENTER 
Dr. James M . Phillips, Associate Director 
490 Prospect Street, New Haven, CT 06511-2196 

Please send me information on 

Name ____________ _ 

Address, ____________ _ 

City/State/Zip·-----------

Publishers of International Bulletin of Missionary Research 

ABOUT MISSIONS 

Donald Struchen 

How To Get 
Mission Funds 
QUESTION: Can you tell me if there is 
money available from the General Board of 
Global Ministries for mission-type pur
poses and needs? 

ANSWER: There is a wide array of 
financial/funding resources available 
through the National Program Divi
sion. There are grants of money for a 
variety of programs and projects such 
as domestic hunger, Ethnic Minority 
Churches, Town and Country Minis
tries, Urban Ministries, church exten
sion and many more. 

To find out the amounts available 
the criteria for receiving help, th~ 
procedure to follow and whom to 
contact for the various kinds of funds, I 
suggest you order a new book from our 
Service Center in Cincinnati prepared 
by the National Program Division. It is 
called, "Resource Guide For National 
Mission" (#1239) and sells for $3.50. It 
is well worth the investment for it gives 
a complete description of all these 
grants and funds along with the pro
cess to follow in securing them. 

This book also gives a good descrip
tion of the work of National Missions, a 
list of whom to contact for all U.S. 
mission services, along with phone 
numbers and photographs of staff. It 
will be a resource you will go to many 
times for information and help. 

What is a Faith-Promise Commitment? 

In a number of churches that want to 
be strong in their mission outreach, an 
opportunity is offered to members of 
the congregation to make a "Faith
Promise Commitment." It is not a 
pledge but an individual commitment, 
made after prayerful decision as to 
what one believes God wants him/her 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK FEBRUARY 1988 

to give to mission throughout the 
coming year. Each church member 
willing to participate acts out of hope 
and expectation of God's intervention 
to make funds available through them 
to go toward mission projects. This 
opens the giver to new experiences of 
God's love and blessing. In it one has a 
real joy in seeing God's work go 
forward as a result of one's intimate 
partnership with God. 

How does the Faith-Promise work? 

Each person fills in a commitment card 
during a "commitment service" of 
challenge to venture in mission part
nership. The card helps the church to 
gau?e how much income to anticipate 
dunng the year, but no reminders are 
sent asking for payment. The person 
filling in the card may wish to indicate 
how much will be given each month for 
the coming year. They may also wish to 
indicate the specific Advance Special 
project to which the gift is to be 
directed. 

Is there any place I can find out more about 
this form of raising money for missions? 

There is a free leaflet called, "In 
Partnership With God: The Advance 
and Faith-Promise Giving" (#5368) 
available from our Service Center. It 
will describe this in more detail and 
will also give you a sample commit
ment card. 

You can learn even more about it by 
ordering the 60¢ leaflet, "Guide For 
Planning Your Missionary Confer
ence" (#2936) . This Crpage leaflet will 
also give you suggestions on how to 
plan a stimulating mission event for all 
groups in your church in their mission 
involvem~nt and help your church 
develop a new enthusiasm for mis
sions. The "Faith-Promise Commit
ment" will be the climax of the Mis
sionary Conference. Many churches 
that have a Missionary Conference 
each year raise thousands of dollars for 
missions above and beyond their regu
lar apportionments and askings. But 
even more important, they become 
churches that are highly informed 
about what is happening in missions 
around the globe and highly motivated 
to participate actively in these mission 
concerns. 

If you have questions about the General 
Board of Global Ministries or about the 
mi~sion involvement of The United Meth
odist Church, send them to me and we will 
attempt to answer them in future columns. 
Room 1405, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115. 



CALENDAR 
FEBRUARY 
Introduction to Mission Vocation Event, spon· 
sored by the General Board of Global Ministries; 
Chicago, IL; Feb. 20·26 

Latin American Council of Methodist Churches' 
quadrennial meeting; Quito, Ecuador; Feb. 23·28 

MARCH 
National Travel Study Seminar, South Eastern 
Jurisdiction Tour; Seminar I is the first of three study 
tours sponsored by the General Board of Global 
Ministries. The seminars, based on the theme of the 
ecumenical mission study for 1988·89, "Faces of 
Poverty in Our Midst", will provide opportunities for 
firsthand study of the causes, theological under· 
standings and ministries of poverty. Seminar I will 
depart from Atlanta, GA and visit communities and 
projects in Georgia, Alabama, Florida and Puerto 
Rico; Mar. 4·17. 

General Board of Global Ministries Spring 
meeting; New York, NY; Mar. 18·25 

World Council of Churches Executive Committee 
meeting; Istanbul; Mar. 6·12 

United Methodist Women's Western Jurisdiction 
quadrennial meeting; Program for the United 
Methodist Women's quadrennial meetings includes 
worship, inspiration, speakers, and election of 
jurisdiction officers and nominees for possible 
Women's Division/General Board of Global Minis· 
tries membership for the 1988-1992 quadrennium. 
Dunfey San Mateo Hotel; San Mateo, CA; Mar. 
11·13. 

Introduction To Church Redevelopment, spon· 
sored by Congregational Development Unit of the 
National Program Division, GBGM; An introduction 
to six critical factors in church redevelopment for 
pastors and denominational executives; Claretian 
Retreat Center; Los Angeles, CA; Mar. 14·18 

APRIL 
20th Anniversary Celebrations & Joint Pastors 
and Lay Leaders' Conference of the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia; Si bu, Sarawak, West Malaysia; 
Apr. 6·15 

United Methodist Women's Southeastern Juris· 
diction quadrennial meeting; Gulf Coast Convention 
Center; Biloxi, MS; Apr. 7·10 

United Methodist Women's North Central Juris· 
diction quadrennial meeting; Radisson Hotel; St. 
Paul, MN; Apr. 8·10 

United Methodist Women's South Central Juris· 
diction quadrennial meeting; Camelot Hotel; Little 
Rock, AR; Apr. 8·10 

United Methodist Women's Northeastern Juris· 
diction quadrennial meeting; Convention Center, 
Baltimore, MD; Apr. 8· 1 O 

National Travel Study Seminar, Midwest Tour; 

·'Great Moments 
/' In Mission ••• 

One of the fi rst Methodist missions to native Americans 
was by a freeborn black man. John Stewart began preaching' . 
to the Wyandots in Sandusky, Ohio, in 1816. Three years later, '. 
the Ohio conference adopted the mission. Stewart continued 
the work until his death in 1822. 

Seminar II is the second of three study tours 
sponsored by the General Board of Global Minis· 
tries. The seminars, based on the ecumenical 
mission study for 1988·89, will provide opportunities 
for firsthand study of the causes, theological 
understandings and ministries of poverty. Seminar 
II will depart from Los Angeles, CA and visit 
communities and projects in California, Arizona, 
Texas, New Mexico and Mexico; Apr. 10·24. 

World Council of Churches' National Workshop 
on Christian Unity; Portland, OR; Apr. 11-14 
Council of Bishops; St. Louis, MO; Apr. 22·25 

General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church; St. Louis, MO; Apr. 26·May 6 

National Evangelical Primitive Methodist Church 
of Guatemala's 50th Anniversary celebration; Santa 
Cruz del Quiche, Guatemala; Apr. 27 

MAY 
National Travel Study Seminar, Southwest Tour; 
Seminar Ill is the last of three study tours sponsored 
by the General Board of Global Ministries. The 
seminars are based on the mission study for 
1988·89. "Faces of Poverty in Our Midst". Seminar 
Ill will depart from St. Louis, MO and visit 
communities and projects in Missouri , Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Ohio and Canada; May 7 -21 . 

Pentecost 1988 (A Gathering of Christians for 
Worship, Education and Inspiration) sponsored by 
the National Council of Churches of Christ; Con· 
vention Center; Arlington, TX; May 21·25 

/ / / 

JUNE 
Summer Intern Orientation, National Program 
Division, General Board of Global Ministries; New 
York. NY; June 6·9 

JULY 
Missionary Conference sponsored by the World 
Division of the General Board of Global Ministries; 
Marymount College, Tarrytown, NY; July 16·20 

World Council of Churches' Central Committee 
Meeting; Geneva, Switzerland; Jul. 17, 18 

US·2 Orientation, National Division , General 
Board of Global Ministries; CARMA Conference 
Center; Washington, DC; July 28-August 13 

AUGUST 
Centennial Convocation: United Methodist Dea· 
conesses and Home Missionaries; St. Paul School 
of Theology; Kansas City, MO; Aug. 3·7 

Youth '88; Western Illinois University; Macomb, IL; 
Aug. 8·12 

OCTOBER 
General Board of Global Ministries Annual Meet· 
ing; New York; Oct. 14·21 

To have your mission event or meeting listed in the 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK Calendar, send details 
to: Calendar Editor, NEW WORLD OUTLOOK, 
Room 1349, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, New 
York 10115. Material must be received four months 
prior to the date(s) of the event(s). 
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VIEWPOINT 

Leontine T. C. Kelly 

The world is not 
held in our hands 
"There is a time for every

thing . .. a time to laugh . . . a time 
to cry." The pessimism of Eccle
siastes escapes us until experien
tially we need a biblical word to 
rationalize our moods and actions. 
Then the cover-all gives justifica
tion but no peace and little hope 
beyond the circular movement of 
circumstances . The wheel goes 
around! 

I need time and space for crying. 
Not merely tears of selfish sorrow, 
but for crying out, for shouting, for 
pleading ears to hear without 
judgment, for promises to listen in 
love, for trust that cares without 
agreement, for willingness to 
struggle together without threat of 
seyaration . 

love deeply. I hope my love for 
the Church of Jesus Christ reflects 
that depth. My love for my broth
ers and sisters, particularly in The 
United Methodist Church, is cele
bration of our great diversity as 
unique creatures of a Sovereign 
Parent-God. It is that love that cries 
out, "Why are we so willing, so 
ready though tearfully, to talk of 
splitting this church of ours over 
issues which need our full strength 
for faithful solution? Surely tnat 
which binds us is stronger than 
that which threatens our unity!" 

The anger and hysteria of the 
present moment around the issue 
of homosexuality is reminiscent of 
the years when integration of the 
denomination was the issue "that 
would split the church." 

Methodism' s Central Jurisd ic
tion was from the perspective of 
some parts of our membership 
actually contrary to the Word and 
Will of a Just God. For others it was 
justified to ensure continued sepa
ration of the races, a theory which 

had since slavery been supported 
with scriptural references. 

I remember as a child when the 
rea l sinners in our churches were 
the so-called "drunks". I realize 
that was a long time ago. One of 
my father' s appointments in the 
old Washington Conference was as 
the Executive of the Anti-Saloon 
League of The Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Frances Willard was hon
ored in our household and we 
children learned of " Old Devil 
Alcohol" which had led two of my 
father's brothers to early deaths in 
Louisiana. "Papa' s" passion 
against the " stuff" that was forbid
den in our house was marked by a 
deeper compassion for its victims. 
Many with the "sin of drunkeness" 
sat at our parsonage table for 
meals. I recall one man who ex
pressed his gratitude by playing 
the piano so beautifully. We had 
little trouble believing that he had 
been trained as a concert pianist. 
He cried and said he was "on 
vacation" . We could not under
stand why he couldn't control his 
habit in order to utilize the gifts 
God had given him. 

I remember "Covenant Sundays" 
year after year. Medical science 
began to reveal physiological causes 
for alcoholism. We realized that for 
many persons choices were not so 
clear and the caring of the church 
became more acceptable. We still 
h~v~ much to learn in terms of drug 
rmrustry. 

One early learning experience 
for me is that compassion is not 
promotion. There is the yearning 
to find answers, reasons, always 
accepting the complete humanity 

of every individual. Sacred worth 
is a given of God's creative initia
tive. We are only called to recogni
tion of it even when we do not 
understand. 

When we slot people into con
fining cubby hofes with sets of 
rules for their re-entrance as fully 
human, I want to cry out: 

-for women who experience 
sexual abuse as children and find it 
difficult if ever possible to relate to 
males in adulthood. 

-for those sons of battered 
women who have been deserted by 
fathers and seek a gentler model of 
maleness. 

-for little girls I have known in 
early childhood who were more 
"masculine" by nature and little 
boys who were more "feminine" 
despite all efforts to acculturate 
them as "real men" and "real 
women" . 

I cry out for parents and relatives 
and friends who shared the pain of 
their journey, and their interpreta
tion of God's love for them as fully 
human. 

Against the backdrop of severe 
worfd problems I cry out at our 
a~rogance in the face of devastating 
disease . We would talk of splitting 
the church at the very time the 
world needs our unity. There are 
people who know God because of 
us and there are many who know 
God despite us. There is a sense in 
which we must know that the 
world is not held in our hands, but 
forces its way in vital faith through 
our grasping fingers to be sus
tained by Everlasting Arms. 
. !here is a time for crying. For me 
it is now. 

For a NEW PERSPECTIVE, 
subscribe to New World Outlook . • • 

United Methodism's provocative, 
thoughtful journal of encounter and 
mission Is the kind of resource that 
Is essential for your awareness and 
enrichment, the place you will look 
for calm, careful, dispassionate, ex
position of the church's mission In 
contemporary America and thought
ful stimulation In expanding the 
frontiers of your thinking and acting. 

Send claeclr for $7 for one year to: 

Here's some of what you can look forward to 
In coming months: a special Issue on 
poverty, who the poor are, why they are 
poor; how the churches can make a 
difference In human rights; the work of the 
Federation of Southern Cooperatives to 
empower black workers; how Mexico Is 
coping with an embattled economy and 
fragile democratic Institutions ; what the 
church can do about abuse of the elderly. 

Maga.alne Circulation 
Semce Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800 
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I When you get 
Pope John Paul II, 
Destnond Tutu, 

HansKiing, 
K.H. Ting, 

Mercy Atnba Oduyoye, 
and Nor1llall Solotnon 

all in one place, 
it's tnore than news. 

You'll find thoughts and opinions 
from - and about - these well-known 
figures and more, in the new Interna
tional Christian Digest. 

Importantly, the digest is interna
tional both in vision and content. 

Each month, this ecumenical digest 
brings you some of the most thought-pro
voking theological writing of our time. In 
concise, compact, interesting form. 

It also offers incisive reporting, as well 
as excerpts from popular books and maga
zines, content from important speeches 
and television programs, and exclusive interviews. 
Plus book reviews and editorials. 

In short, you'll enjoy news and features on an 
international scope, represented by an organization 
whose mission is to promote a world of peace 
through understanding. 

This informative and sometimes controversial 

digest is important reading matter for all 
members of the clergy. 

Right now, for a limited time only, 
we're offering a special subscription 
rate of just $18 for a full year. The reg
ular rate is $25. The digest is pub
lished monthly, and costs $2.50 per 
single issue. 

Order right away so you don't 
miss any future issues. After all, 

it's all the news and more. 

Call us at 1-800-251-3320. 
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''And the wilderness becomes a fruitful field ... " 
Isaiah 32:15 

Partners in God's New Creation 
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