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"Sometimes It's not so much 
what we do that gives others 

the feeUng of 
security and com
fort; sometimes 
just being there 
is what counts 
the most."* 
United Methodist Church and Community 
Workers are missionaries of The General Board 
of Global Ministries' National Program Division. 

Elizabeth Lamb who helped farm owner build her home. Owner now shares the They ~ there, throughout the U.S., touching 
food she grows with the needy. 

people in need of God's healing at the most fundamental and personal level. 

From tiny rural towns to sprawling urban housing projects, Church and Community 
Workers carry out a wide range of projects-from prison ministries, youth programs, 
starting a county library or health clinic, building church membership, disaster 
response, to caring for an elderly, sick couple during a difficult night 

For decades, Church and Community Workers have done their work with aid only 
from local churches. But times have changed, and they need more help to keep 
their sorely needed projects alive. It takes $765,000 for these missionaries to 
function for a year. 

Without your support, the Church and Community Ministry will suffer tremendously, 
leaving tens of thousands of your neighbors with no one to minister to them. 

Church and Community Workers and those they serve desperately need your help. 
Please give through the Advance, #982147. 

For more Information, contact: 

OFFICE OF CHURCH AND COMMUNITY MINISTRY 
National Program Division 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
475 Rive rside Drive, Third Floor 
New York, NY 1011 5 

' M. E. H., a Church and Community Worker 

Photo: Edward Mou lt rie 
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To Our 
Readers 

In "Making a Difference," senior staff writer Nelson A. Navarro 
describes his visit to Kapatiran kaunlaran Foundation in the 
Philippines earlier this year. The "largest and most visible" social 
service center in the country, this institution conducts an active and 
varied ministry to the students of the 40 universities it is located in 
the midst of. It also ministers to the residents of adjacent 
neighborhoods through a variety of programs. The article outlines 
the foundation's struggle for survival during two decades of 
financial and political turmoil, to its present state of activity, stability 
and progress. 

"Prepare for This Splendor" is a cheery and rousing call to action 
issued by Lloyd Young to all older and/or retired adults who may 
think that retirement, or the passing of the years, is an excuse for 
non-involvement in service to others at home or overseas. Rich 
potential for service is available to all in the years after retirement 
this writer assures us, and the General Board of Global Ministries 
has a variety of such programs. Free lance writer Jim Owen presents 
this information in a related article profiling the Board's Short-term 
Volunteers in Mission Program. 

Margaret G. Bigger's "STEP," an acronym for Strategies to 
Elevate People, is a church-based, self-help organization that uses 
creative solutions to enable the disadvantaged to improve their 
lives. Started six years ago in Dallas, Texas, the organization is led 
by an experienced community organizer who says of the church's 
programs to help the poor that "at the site of the greatest human 
need, the church employs the fewest resources. " 

"When Flooding Hit Oklahoma" is Boyce A. Bowdon' s account of 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief's timely networking 
action at the time of this disaster. The United Methodist 
connectional system makes it possible to create a far wider 
framework of disaster rehabilitation assistance than would other
wise be possible. Because of the system, church-related resources 
can be mobilized quickly and specialists skilled at accessing state 
and federal disaster relief funds were brought together for effective 
and concerted action . 

In an interview with Dr. Oswald P. Bronson, president of 
Bethune-Cookman College, Lawrence A. Aaron, on behalf of 
NWO, elicits a range of information concerning the funding, 
survival, growth and well-being of black colleges in the U.S. In the 
process, we learn what contribution black colleges are making to the 
current educational scene, and why it is that more young blacks are 
enrolling in white rather than in black schools . 

"Going Forth to Peru" by Montieth Illingworth is an account of 
the ministry of the Santillanas, a Peruvian couple who, after almost 
thirty years living in the United States and establishing a sanctuary 
ministry at the Pico Rivera United Methodist Church in Claremont, 
California, are now returning to Peru to work for church and 
community there . 

Linda P. Young writes of Hillcrest-Bruce Center in "A Home for 
the Community" as being a place which specializes in making 
people feel valuable . The center, which has an outreach ministry to 
the 1,500 residents of Hillcrest-Bruce housing complex and the 
surrounding neighborhood, offers a variety of programs ranging 
from health and nutrition classes to craft and Bible study sessions 
which have turned many people's lives around. 
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Mission 
Memo 
Newa and Analyala 
of Development• 
In Chrlatlan Minion 

September 1997 

MOZAMBIQUE U~DATE. The spirit and 
determination of United Methodists 
in this beleagured southern African 
nation remain strong despite a 
protracted civil _wa.r_t _ _f~!_Tlin_~.i__and -~ 
sl1!99].sh economy. According to 
Bisho.ELRP.L..!.:....~.an.Q of the Denver 
Area, the 12-year-old war has 
dislocated at least a third of the 
country's 14 million people . Bishop 
Sano, president of the World Program 
Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, recently led a 
delegation from the two annual 
conferences in his area (Rocky 
Mountain and Yellowstone) on a 
10-<lay tour of the country in ~_ show 
of support and concern for its 
39,000 United Methodists. The group 
took seeds and medical supplies to 
United Methodist mission stations, 
which are badly hampered by severe 
shortages of basic supplies. "The 
lack of health care in Mozambique 
has been appalling," said Bishop 
Sano after visiting the historic 
UM-related hospital in Chicuque, 
where the group encountered victims 
of the war . "One young boy told us 
of being dragged along by the 
bandits . When children seem to lag , 
th,ey were ba,Ypneted to death," said 
the bishop. The boy survived by 
pretending to be dead, he added. 

INDIA. For the first time since the 
Methodist Church in India _)ecame 
autonomous, leaders of the 
600,000-member church will meet 
(Nov. 30 - Dec . 5) with leaders of 
The United Methodist Church . The 

formal dialogue will take place in 
Bangalore and include a 13:-member _UM 
_team. Agenda i terns wi 11 cover a 
wide-ranging set of issues . Among 
them: the effect of United Methodist 
priorities on the mission of the 
Methodist Church in India and gifts 
and graces Indian Methodists can 
contribute to their U.S . 
counterparts . Also up for 
discussion: the role for 
missionarie~ in a time of declining 
UM mi ssionary presence. (The Indian 
government does not grant visas for 
new missionaries, except in cases of 
persons with certain skill s not 
readily found in its own population . 
These exceptions include 
missionaries who work with persons 
with handicapping conditions.) 
United Methodists support 1.L~ 
missionaries in India, make a block 
grant to the church there and 
contribute to projects and 
institutions of the Indian church . 
U.S . Methodist involvement in India 
dates from 1956, and it was to India 
that the first women overseas - -----------
missionaries (Isabella Thoburn and 
Clara Swain) were sent. 

NEW MISSIONARIES . Ten clergypersons, 
two physicians , three former Peace 
Corps workers and two U.S . citizens 
married to nationals of countrie s 
where they will serve are among new 
missionaries going out under the 
banner of the United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries . 
The 35 new missionaries represent an 
increase of 11 persons over last 
year's class of 24 . 
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UMOF LOAN RECORD . Another record was 
set this summer by directors of the 
United Methodist Development Fund as 
they approved 40 loans totaling more 
than $9 . 3 million to local church 
building projects. The total was the 
largest one-time loan approval in 
the program's history. The 
development fund, which is related 
to the General Board of Global 
Ministries, uses money invested by 
United Methodist individuals and 
groups to make 101.V--interest loans 
for church construction. Earnings 
are then paid on the investments . 

NEW CHURCH PLAN . Twelve new churches 
by 1992 is the goal of a 
congregational development plan 
adopted recently in San Diego, 
Calif . , by participants in a 
national convocation of 
Filipino- American United Methodists . 
There are 25 U.S. Filipino-American 
UM churches with a combined 
membership of 4,500, according to 
the National Fellowship of 
Filipino-American United Methodists. 
The plan for congregational 
development will be centered on 
church developers who will be 
assigned to specific target areas 
where, among other things, they will 
seek out unchurched and inactive UM 
families and organize them into a 
fellowship for worship and Bible 
study. Prior to assignment, the 
developers will undergo intensive 
training under supervision of the 
General Boards of Global Ministries 
Higher Educat ion and Ministry and ' 
Discipleship. Developers will be 
assigned initially to Boston and St. 
Louis, and later to tei10'ther cities 
on the East Coast and in the 
Southeast and Midwest. 

NATIONAL SEMINAR. Links between 
Christi-a~'fa.i th -and action in a 
world that includes a lot of 
suffering were examined in global 
dimension by some 350 persons from 
across the nation who participated 
in the Q!:!adrennial National Seminar 
of GBGM-, s W~men'S. Division, held in 
Columbus, Ohio, August 14- 21 . 
Injustice in the Philippines, soil 

6 

conservation in Minnesota, economic 
survival in Appalachia, nuclear arms 
trains in Texas, racism in the 
media, U.S . policy in Central 
America, land ownership in Hawaii 
and the plight of children 
everywhere were detailed against a 
background of ~it?_le study and 
spiritual discipline. 

BLACK _CHU_RCH _MINISTRIES . United 
Theological Seminary, -D~yton, Ohio, 
is beginning a Black Church 
Ministries program this fall aimed 
at providing a significant 
inter::cultur~-~~ri~~ for all 
students at the seminary, which is 
one of 13 United Methodist graduate 
professional schools . The program, a 
part of the .se~inary' s newly revised 
curriculum, actually goes into 
effect in 1999 and all students will 
be expected to elect a course in the 
program . Th~R~~.!._Q!:!f....tl. Ward, a 
Baptist minister and dean-Of 
admissions, is slated to be 
installed as dean of the program on 
September 30. Another feature of the 
innovative program will be a 
specialty in Black Church Ministries 
in the seminary's Doctor of Ministry 
program . . UM Bi_sho.Q James S. Thomas 
of the Ohio Earl._ A~ea~--·;nd -~---

.§.aml!..E!..!.J>_..__!>_ro~tor, pastor ofN.ew 
York's Abyssinian Baptist Church, 
will lead regular doctoral seminars . 

CONFERENCE ON AIDS. In response to 
the i nternational upheaval over the 
rampant spread of AIDS (Acquired 
Immune Deficiency), clergy and lay 
persons representing over 50 annual 
conferences have already committed 
themselves to attend the first UM 
spu~~hwide consultation on AIDS 
November 12- .lS:-19B.~in Millb~ae, 
Calif. According to Cathy Lyons, 
assistant general secretary of 
GBGM's Health and Welfare 
department, th~- cons~-ltation is 
designed to enable local churches 
:n~ ~nnual conferences to develop 

v1s1ble" and "compassionate" 
responses to the theological, 
spiritual, soical and medical 
challenge of AIDS . 

(Can't on page 39) 
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Editorials 
AMERICA'S GAME 

Although attendance at the stadiums and 
arenas where other professional sports are 
played challenge baseball' s singular claim as 

our national pastime, the 1987 major league season 
has restored baseball to full stature as a · national 
symbol. It has been a season of unprecedented focus 
upon actual or suspected violations of the rules of the 
game. 

Suspicions of rules violations arose from excep
tional productivity, as the home run output in both 
major leagues rose by some 25 percent and formerly 
average-to-good players were suddenly trans
formed into power hitters. The possibility of loaded 
bats, prompted the Commissioner of Baseball and 
the presidents of the American and National 
Leagues to issue a directive allowing the confiscation 
of bats for closer inspection. Bats were x-rayed to 
detect the contents of cork, lead, rubber balls, or 
other inserted objects. 

Earlier front office baseball concern has now 
concentrated on the tendency of some pitchers to 
throw ''beanballs" and "brushbacks" at hitters, or to 
employ nail files, sandpaper, grease and other 
foreign substances and devices to obtain covert 
competitive advantage over their opponents at the 
plate. Such undercover activities also prompted 
front office rulings. One veteran of the game, New 
York Mets firstbaseman Keith Hernandez, himself 
the target of official action a couple of seasons ago 
because of his admitted drug use, observed, "There 
are too many non-baseball people running the 
game. (Baseball Commissioner Peter) Ueberroth' s 
trying to clean up, you know, America's game." 

That wry reference to uniformed, bothersome 
outside interference and influence makes baseball an 
apt symbol for other events of the summer on the 
political front. The Iran-Contra hearings could be 
described as at least a partial attempt to "clean up 
America's game"; a foreign policy game which 
knowingly flouted the established rules to subvert 
and avoid the watchful, monitoring eye of those 
charged with oversight and approval. 

The hearings provided ample evidence of a 
conviction among the self-appointed few at the 
National Security Council and the Central Intelli
gence Agency (who are committed to the planning 
and execution of undercover activities stretching 
from Iran to Nicaragua by way of Swiss banks, 
cooperating nations, and " let's make a deal" private 
enterprises), that too many non-players were trying 
to run the game. The Constitution, the Boland 
Amendment, and the structure of the Executive 
branch notwithstanding, such meddlesome non
participants apparently included the United States 
Congress, Cabinet-level officials, and the President 
himself (at least with regard to specific, detailed, 
hands-on participation) . The result was an under
cover conduct of foreign policy akin to loading the 
bat and scuffing the ball under the eye but beyond 
the notice of the umpire. The only difference lies in 

the subterfuges used: lying and shredding instead of 
loading and scuffing. 

On one level, the hearings were riveting and often 
amusing. Consider just a few hearing highlights: 
-An Admiral and former national security advisor, 
whose Navy fitness report indicated that he has "a 
photographic memory," " retains fully, recalls ac
curately" and is "candid and straight forward in his 
dealings," answered "I can' t recall" and "I don't 
remember'' 184 times. 
-Two Justice Department lawyers, sent to the 
office of National Security Council staffer Lt. Col. 
Oliver North to collect pertinent documents, sat 
within earshot of the shredding machine as papers 
were being destroyed. 
-Lt. Col. North's loyal secretary smuggled over
looked, unshredded documents out of the Old 
Executive Office Building by stuffing them in her 
boots and in the back of her dress and calmly walking 
past security guards posted to prevent that very sort 
of thing. 
-Either Lt. Col. North or his secretary accidentally 
transposed two digits and gave the wrong Swiss 
bank account number to an Assistant Secretary of 
State. He in turn gave the wrong number to the 
Sultan of Brunei. The Sultan, thinking he was 
contributing to the Contra cause, deposited $10 
million in the private account of a Swiss citizen. The 
thrifty Swiss citizen withdrew his windfall, bought a 
certificate of deposit with it, and earned $750,000 in 
interest before the error was uncovered . 
-The counsel to the President' s Intelligence Over
sight Board appeared as a witness to give testimony 
concerning his ruling, solicited by the National 
Security Council, that the NSC did not have to obey 
the Boland Amendment which prohibited aid to the 
contras. On the basis of his legal ruling, such aid 
continued. During his testimony, it was revealed 
that he had flunked the bar exam in California; that 
he had flunked the bar exam in the District of 
Columbia; that he had passed no bar exam when he 
was hired to be the lawyer for the Intelligence 
Oversight Board; and that the Boland Amendment 
ruling was the first ruling he had ever written. 

If such bungling pratfalls bore striking resem
blance to the film escapades of the Three Stooges or 
the Keystone Cops, other hearing tidbits were more 
reminiscent of the kind of wacky, smooth-talking, 
free-wheeling deals Groucho Marx or Phil Silvers 
used to pull off. 

But on a deeper level, the story unraveled during 
the hearings was somewhat less than entertaining. It 
was, to use the description of Senate Committee 
Chairman Daniel K. Inouye, indeed "chilling"
chilling in the telling and chilling in the reaction 
elicited in some quarters . It was a story of lying and 
deception at the highest levels of government, or as 
Senator Inouye put it, "a story of deceit and duplicity 
and the arrogant disregard of the rule of law." 

Perhaps one incident which surfaced in the 
hearings symbolizes and capsulizes much of the rest 
of the testimony: the parable of the good and faithful 
servant and the National Security Advisor. In 
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August 1986, Lt. Col. North appeared before the 
House Intelligence Committee. By his own admis
sion, he told a pack of lies to keep the arms- for-hos
tages-for-profit- for-contras scheme under wraps. 
When he returned to the White House from his 
exercise in persisten t prevarication, he received a 
commendation. His boss, then-National Security 
Advisor, Rear Admiral John M. Poindexter, said : 
"Well done ." 

The commendation signified the grateful approval 
of a superior who shared the conviction that 
Congress had no business interfering with a foreign 
policy initiative devised and conducted by those who 
felt that their particular patriotic perception gave 
them special insight into the national interest. 

Equally chilling is the commendation of Lt. Col. 
North echoed in the tens of thousands of phone calls 
and telegrams expressing admiration and approval 
for his conduct before and during the hearings and in 
his sudden elevation to the status of national hero . 
President Reagan designated Oliver North a national 
hero even as he was firing him; but it took prolonged 
public exposure in the glaring light of national 
television for the President's earlier designation to be 
validated among a significant segment of the 
American populace. 

So in this bicentennial anniversary year of the 
United States Constitution, patriotism and heroism 
have been cut away from such bothersome moral 
moorings as honesty and such cumbersome political 
anchors as constitutional checks and balances. 
Among those whose paranoid patriotism views the 
world as a dark and dangerous place, all rules are 
suspended and all things are permissible in making 
America a winner. From the insider deals of Wall 
Street to the covert conduct of foreign policy, 
"making a buck" and "getting over' ' seem increas
ingly to be the only relevant rules for playing 
America' s game, superseding all moral rules and 
ethical codes of conduct. 

As the Book of Genesis makes clear, there is a 
higher accountability. The revelations of the Iran
Contra hearings are as old as creation. Adam and Eve 
discovered that arrogant abrogation of God's design 
for human life and conduct leads not only to getting 
caught but also to an endless cycle of coverups. But 
no coverup or evasion can escape the voice of God's 
demand for accountability, "What is this that you 
have done?" 

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 

Even before the official report of the House
Sena te committees probing the Iran-Contra 
affair has been issued, an unexyected chal

lenge and opportunity to apply some o the lessons 
of the hearings has appeared. A peace plan, drafted 
principally by President Oscar Arias of Costa Rica, 
has been adopted by the leaders of the five nations of 
Central America. 

The indigenous Central American peace plan 
emerged in the midst of by-now-familiar ploys 
initiated by the Administration of the United States 
government. On the eve of the gathering of the five 
Central American presidents in Guatemala, the 
Administration issued a proposal for bringing peace 
to the region which had the backing of Speaker of the 
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House Jim Wright. The Administration peace plan 
called for a regional cease-fire among all warring 
parties (notably leftist insurgents in EI Salvador and 
the contra forces in Nicaragua) by September 30, 
which coincides with the cutoff date for military aid 
to the contras approved by Congress. The Adminis
tration plan also allowed the continuation of non
military contra assistance after the cease-fire to 
provide a continuing opposition presence in case 
other features of the peace plan were not observed by 
the Sandinista government. 

While the Administration proposal contained the 
element of surprise, particularly in the endorsement 
by the House speaker, it also had a familiar ring. In 
the past, contra aid has been sought through the 
initial Administration ploy of peace overtures de
signed to elicit certain rejection by the Sandinistas. 
And as one voice in Congress pointed out, it takes 
longer to negotiate a mortgage in Washington, D.C. 
than the Administration peace proposal allowed for 
implementing a cease-fire in Central America . 

The Administration ploy was waylaid in Guate
mala City. The Central American presidents essen
tially ignored the U. S proposal, preferring to adopt a 
peace plan of their own; saying, in effect, "Thanks 
but no thanks; we'd rather do it ourselves." The 
Arias plan contains all the essential ingredients 
which U.S. rhetoric supports but according to a more 
realistic timetable: democratization, free elections, 
the cessation of hostilities and amnesty for insur
gents, all enacted under the watchful eyes of an 
International Verification and Followup Commis
sion. Two encouraging features of the regional peace 
plan are that it is a serious proposal toward attainable 
objectives (however difficult), and it is Central 
American in origin rather than North American. As 
President Arias correctly observed, "For many years, 
it has been alleged that we Central Americans are 
unable to resolve our own problems. Now we have 
shown that we have the capacity to be flexible and to 
make concessions in order to reach a consensus. 
Both the United States and Cuba have a moral 
obligation to support what we are doing." 

It remains to be seen whether or not any moral 
lessons have been learned as a result of the 
Iran-Contra hearings . Throughout the hearings, 
Administration apologists on the panel sought to use 
the public forum to plead the contra cause (seeking at 
one point to allow Lt. Col. North to make his 
side-show pitch on national television) . Inadver
tently, such determined efforts only served to 
underscore the reality of the contra insurgency as 
both the creation and the client of the United States, 
totally dependent upon U.S. funding and support 
(either by government approval or private dona
tions). 

The Arias peace plan, with its "cessation of 
assistance to irregular forces or insurrectionist 
movements" provisions, both exposes and subverts 
such continuing efforts. The plan embodies the goals 
for which the contra " freedom fighters" are presum
ably struggling. Persistent support of the contra 
cause in spite of tangible, hopeful Central American 
peace efforts would clearly expose United States 
determination to call the shots at all costs . 

The united voice of Central American leadership is 
speaking to the United States in tones more of moral 
challenge than dependent plea: give peace a chance! 

Jeans. 
Schoo 
Mc Do 
word I 

~rtha I 

work. 
game. 

Last 
day Ca! 

tain co 
&om h 

"Of 
with, 
abused 
guywl 
first to 
know 
"Butt 
sat ar~I 
kid fe~ 
tance t 
ended 
cheere 

Shan 
year. S 
the flo 
Riverto 
dampn 
She toll 
explain 
chain ' 
bucketi 
the li~ 
been B 
With ot 
of the I 
burial. 
thankft: 
friends 
our tab 

Next 
~lowm1 
11\congr 

"! al 
around 
then I g 
teer in 

1 

Ca!Jy ha 



IN MY OPINION 
Jeans. Cokes. Football . Braces. 
School. Mission . Rock. Dates. 
McDonald's . Jobs. T.V. Which 
word fails to describe the United 

Methodist 
youth I 
know? Not 
one! 

The teens 
in our subur
ban church a 
half hour 
from our na
tion's capital 
reach hun
dreds in their 
exuberant 
kingdom

work. Mission is the name of their 
game. 

Last summer Kelly assisted in a 
day camp for children in a moun
tain community two days' travel 
from home. 

" Of all the children we worked 
with , some beaten , sexually 
abused, even illiterate, the little 
guy who inspired me most was at 
first totally quiet as if he didn' t 
know how to talk," Kelly said. 
"But the night before we left, as we 
sat around the campfire, that little 
kid felt so much love and accep
tance that he began talking, and 
ended up telling a story as we all 
cheered inside." . . . 

Shane entered high school this 
year. She volunteered to assist in 
the flood-ravaged community of 
Riverton, West Virginia in the cold 
dampness before last Christmas. 
She told of being "only one," she 
explained modestly, " in a human 
chain which passed hundreds of 
buckets of oozing mud from inside 
the little church which had just 
been built." Then she struggled 
with others to lift the sunken floor 
of the post office from its surprise 
burial. "That experience made me 
thankful for being alive, for family, 
friends, love, and even for food on 
our table," she said. 

Next Matt, whose long hair and 
glowing Christian witness seem 
incongruous to some, said: 

"I always felt weird being 
around handicapped people, but 
then I got the chance to go (volun
teer in a camp for mentally/physi
cally handicapped adults) and dis-

covered they're the most loving, 
peaceful people in the world. I 
learned more from them than they 
did from me." 

Lee Ann acted as interpreter on 
her mission to Mexico with 17 other 
~hurch youth dtJring their spring 
break. 

" I was shocked to see eight 
persons living in one room the size 
of my bedroom. How can I ever 
complain again? Each little child 
was like a rainbow color. God's 
love shone through their poverty 
and made them beautiful." Lee 
Ann now serves on an on-going 
task force to rrovide Christmas 
gifts for 200 o the Mexican chil
dren , curtains for two United 
Methodist missions, an S.O .S. 
(Save our Sight) fund for those 
needing cataract surgery, and a 
supply of Bibles and The Upper 
Room in Spanish. 

• • • 
A different kind of mission start

ed with, "Let's adopt a kid, Mom." 
Something about my expression 
prompted my younger teenager to 
emphasize, "I mean it. Just think of 
all the kids who don't have a good 
home." 

I wondered where this whole 
teen-ministry business would end. 
The kids were out looking for 
trouble-I mean, mission oppor
tunities. But I guess that' s why I 
couldn' t stop smiling as I told 
Sharon about our new, 7-year-old 
black friend from the inner city in 
Washington, D.C. , who would 
soon visit. 

Then one night I sat on the floor 
listening to Galen. For days he had 
tried to squeeze in some time 
between golf tournaments and 
running for student government, 
not to mention school work, to tell 
me about his service project , 
building a new roof in Tennessee 
with another 14-year-old boy this 
summer. He was amazed by the 
102-year-old woman and her 
daughter who lived in the house, 
not because of their ancient ap
pearance, but by their profound 
appreciation. The ladies constantly 
fussed over them, encouraging the 
boys to be careful, and then baked 
a chocolate cake to tempt them. 
Onto their roof and into their 
hearts those boys climbed, and two 

special ladies will always treasure 
their efforts. 

Laura, recovering from "mono" 
and hepatitis, wanted to share a 
devotional she and a . friend had 
written which told of their going 
into the inner city in Washington, 
D.C. , to deliver soup and sand
wiches to the homeless one bitterly 
cold night. When a man without a 
coat reached for a sandwich, they 
determined to find a jacket in a 
thrift shop before leaving. But, by 
that time, it had already closed. 

"So we got a wool blanket from 
our car , and found him again, 
huddled on a street grating where 
warm air from the underground 
kept him from freezing to death." 

Yes, there is drug abuse among 
some teens; drunk driving; lazi
ness; confusion; selfishness. But I 
believe that given the opportunity 
and vision , 
our you th 
will choose 
the better 
way, giving 
and receiv
ing. That ' s 
what mission 
is all about. 

Matt 
summed i t 
up well. 
" Lo ts more 
kids should 
get involved in mission. Whether I 
end up rich, middle class, or poor, 
I' ll always want to give." 

"Amen," I whispered. Cheering 
on the inside, I watched our United 
Methodist youth leave McDonald' s 
and return to the darkness, hug
ging milkshakes and books. But 
somehow, I knew the night was 
brighter with the impact of ordi
nary kids who care in Christ' s 
name. 

Those interviewed for their participation 
in the mission outreach through Messiah 
United Methodist Church in Springfield, 
Virginia , included: Shane Abell, Laura 
Caldwell , Lee Ann Capace, Sharon Cham
berlain, Matt Dobras, Kelly Gibson, and 
Galen Greenlaw. Nicole Wilkes and Pete 
Marsden are also mentioned . All typical of 
scores of other youth who inspire our church 
to mission. The author is a former mission
ary nurse and is married to The Rev . Ray 
W. Chamberlain , Jr. , pastor of Messiah 
United Methodist Church. 
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Methodists at Work 

Making a Difference 
in Manila 
Text and Photos by Nelson A. Navarro 

Menacing clouds of gasoline 
fumes, interminable traffic noise 
and merciless tropical heat all bear 
down on Manila's overcrowded 
university belt on any day of the 
year. And for three months of the 
rainy season, there is the ultimate 
horror posed by knee-high flood
waters that, within minutes of a 
heavy downpour, instantly sub
merge block upon block of con
gested apartment buildings, stu
dent housing and slum areas . 

But despite it all, some 300,000 
students who daily converge on 
the blue collar district give it an 
unmistakable air of youthful excite
ment and energy as they make 
their way through mazes of litter
s tre w n alleys and jampacked 
school buildings in pursuit of the 
prized college diploma that no 
Filipino who expects a better life 
can do without. 

For the past 37 years, the Meth
odist-related Kapatiran Kaunlaran 
(Humanity for Progre!>s) Founda
tion has been the largest and most 
visible social service center in the 
scant square mile of densely 
packed humanity that constitutes 
the university belt area of no less 
than 40 predominantly working
class universities and technical in
stitutions. 

Among the services offered by 
Kapatiran are residence dormi
tories for 500 students, an active 
youth ministry with regular Bible 
classes and outreach to re ident 
and the community, a nur ery
kindergarten chool, a job training 
and kills center for unemplo ed 
and out-of- chool per on , confer
ence rooms and eminar hall for 
local and international meeting , a 
medical and dental clinic, gymna i
um and athletic facilitie open to 
people in the neighborhood, and a 
Famil Life Center that deal with 
uch ue a planned parent-

hood, handicapped per on and 
drug abu e. 

"Although we are wide! kno" n 
for our mini try to tudent ," a 
Mr . ellie Mercado, Kapahran' 
out poken e ecuti e director, "" e 
are particular! and e peciall con
cerned about the p r, the op
pre ed and the le fortunat ." 

From it inception a Manila' 
Methodi t dal Cent r m 19 , 
he a , apahran ha ah a 

empha ized the fact that alth u h 
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Indeed, Kapatiran' s efforts to 
sustain its wide-ranging-and still 
expanding-activities through al
most four decades of rapid political 
and social changes in the old 
capital city of more than 2 million 
people constitute a remarkable 
story of an American Methodist 
woman' s pioneering ministry and 
her Filipino successors' fierce de
termination to be at the committed 
edge of social advocacy and re
form. 

Since the action-packed days of 
the late Miss Madaleine Klepper, a 
dynamic Missouri-born educator, 
Kapatiran has kept up its student 

-
Always at the committed 
edge, Kapatiran is a beehive 
of politics, social action 
and worship 

ings and grounds that have an 
aggregate value of over 20 million 
pesos ($1 million) . The founda
tion' s holdings easily make it the 
single biggest Methodist-related 
project in the Philippines today. 

For Mrs. Mercado and many of 
her colleagues, there are no two 
ways about Kapatiran's commit
ment to the poor and the op
pressed. By day or night, Kapa
tiran is no less than a beehive of 
activity with politics, social action 
and worship mixing in a uniquely 
Filipino brew. This was inescap
ably obvious to a visitor from New 
York who dropped in one after-

cers: Dr. Angelita Manalili, a na
tionally recognized expert on com
munity organizing, amd Dr. Cindy 
Dollente Ang, who oversees family 
life programs on responsible par
enthood, the elderly, and the 
handicapped. 

Just across the courtyard at the 
seminar house, some 30 of the 
Philippines' top political scientists, 
journalists and former political 
prisoners are attending a five-day 
seminar on " The Continuing 
Struggle and Ideological Options.'' 

Next door at the Klepper Memo
rial Building, several classes in 
automotive mechanics, tailoring, 
cosmetology, driving and refriger
ation mechanics are in full swing, 
bringing together motley clusters 
of young housewives, out-of
school youth, and elderly people. 

In the bas etball court a stone's 
throw away, dozens of neighbor
hood children are lost in revelry 
and are almost oblivious to the 
stark contrast between the seeming 
freedom offered by the playground 
and the kind of bondage repre
sented by the jampacked shanties 
they call home just across the 
fence . 

Nellie Mercado (left ) is the dynamo behind Kapatiran's hardworking team (above) which 
includes Dr. Cindi Dollente Ang, left , and Dr. Angelita Manalili, center, here shown as 
they make the rounds of the bustling center. 

Deeply rooted in the community 
it serves, Kapatiran's growth has 
been related to the sharp twists and 
turns of Philippine political and 
economic life as reflected in a 
predominantly working class and 
student district in the heart of the 

and social services, despite har
rowing financial difficulties , 
through the firm guidance of Mrs. 
Mercado, a lifelong Methodist lay 
leader and former banking execu
tive who has been at the founda
tion's helm for the past 14 years . 

Kapatiran's base of operations is 
a three-acre property on P . 
Paredes and Lerma Streets that is a 
patchwork of odd-shaped build-

Philippines' capital city. 
noon last December to observe the All but run entirely by Filipinos 
foundation in action. even before Miss Klepper's retire-

At Mrs. Mercado's cluttered of- ment in 1967, the old Methodist 
fice , the agenda focuses on prepa- Social Center, then owned by a 
rations for a national management predecessor agency of the present 
seminar for churchworkers, farm- Women's Division of the General 
ers and fishermen, one of Kapa- Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) 
tiran' s extension projects that takes in New York, faced the stark choice 
its staffmembers to many parts of towards the start of the 1970s of 
the country. In attendance are two either being sold or donated under 
of the foundation's leading offi- the terms of the Laurel-Langley 
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"Kapatiran's growth has been 
directly related to the twists 
and turns of Philippine political 
and economic life." 

Agreement. The expiration of the 
Philippine-American agreement in 
1972 meant that no American indi
vidual or institution could continue 
owning land in the Philippines. 

Under the new executive direc
tor, Mrs . Ruth Garcia Prudente, an 
amicable arrangement was made in 
1971 under which the present 
foundation was legally incorporat
ed and to which the P. Paredes 
_property was donated . Although 
the foundation has no formal rela
tions with the Central Conference 
of the United Methodist Church in 
the Philippines, the majority of its 
board of trustees are recognized 
Methodist women leaders . UM 
Bishop Emerito Nacpil sits on the 
board as an ex-officio member. 

But the changeover did not turn 
out to be as uneventful as the 
transfer of legal titles implied. With 
the advent of the 1970s, the Philip
pines entered the most turbulent 
decade in its history, especially 
after the declaration of martial law 
in 1972. Mrs . Prudente resigned 
and moved to the United States to 
join the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

"All our residents went home to 
the provinces," says Mrs . Mercado 
with mock horror, recalling the 
immediate aftermath of martial law 
in September 1972. "Everybody 
thought there was going to be war. 
So our dormitory rooms were va
cant. We had no income. We had 
bills to pay. We were hanging on 
from day to day." 

To top it all, Mrs . Prudente's job 
went begging for more than a year. 

After much prodding from other 
board members and even stronger 
personal resistance, Mrs. Mercado, 
who is married to National Council 
of Churches of the Philippines 
(NCCP) General Secretary, La 
Verne Mercado (a former UM Bish
op), finally gave in . 

Mrs. Mercado's business train
ing proved providential for Kapa
tiran. She set out to run the 
foundation as a business corpora
tion. 

Apart from cleaning the books 
and setting up two apartment 
houses as income-producing 
units, the centerpiece of Mrs . Mer
cado's strategy was an ambitious 
building program. In 1980, Kapa
tiran launched the biggest project 
in its history: a 6 million peso, 
four-story business building on 
the strategic corner of P. Paredes 
and Lerma Streets. 

As envisioned by the board, the 
new construction would not only 
double the foundation's dormitory 
capacity from 250 to 500 beds at a 
time of massive shortage of decent 
student housing, but it would also 
make available prime rental space 
to generate more income. 

But like many Philippine busi
ness corporations, Kapatiran soon 
found itself caught in a downward 
spiral of political strife and eco
nomic bankruptcy that engulfed 
the country beginning in 1981. 

Overnight, the heavy inflation 
rate, triggered by sharp increases 
in the price of oil, crippled many 
business operations, including Ka
patiran's ambitious building pro
gram. Interest on its multimillion 
peso loan ballooned from 16 to 35 
percent. Unable to pay monthly 
amortizations and saddled with 
mandatory pay increases dictated 
by the Marcos regime, Kapatiran 
found the Development Bank of 
the Philippines poised to foreclose 
most of its real estate holdings. 

Unwilling to give up, Mrs . Mer
cado and her board sent SOS letters 
and burned the wires to everybody 
and anybody they could get hold of 
in the world . Finally, Bread for the 
World of West Germany came to 
the rescue, relieved the foundation 

of pressure from the bank and 
arranged an easy repayment 
schedule with the cooperation of 
the NCCP. Smaller chunks of fi
nancial support also streamed in 
from the General Board of Global 
Ministries and from the Ecumeni
cal Church Fund of the National 
Council of Churches in the U.S.A. 

Still, the frantic financial maneu
vers did not seem to end Kapa
tiran' s woes . On August 21, 1983, 
opposition leader, Benigno 
Aquino, came home from exile and 
was assassinated on his arrival at 
the Manila International Airport, 
setting off an even more devastat
ing political and economic crisis 
that would culminate with the 
downfall of the dictatorship that 
catapulted his widow to the presi
dency, 1986. 

"All of a sudden," recalls Mrs. 
Mercado, "we became a ghost 
town again. Everybody went home 
to the provinces, thinking the 
revolution would surely erupt at 
any moment. Here we had dou
bled our dormitory capacity and 
suddenly we only had a handful of 
those 500 beds occupied. It was a 
catastrophe!" 

At the same time, operating 
costs and employees' compensa
tion soared to impossible levels. 
Although many operating costs 
involving materials and repairs 
could be shaved off, the founda
tion had to plead-successfully, it 
turned out-with its employees to 
waive mandatory salary increases 
dictated by the Marcos regime. The 
hard choice, says Mrs. Mercado, 
got down to cutting out many of 
the social programs that Kapatiran 
had justifiably become proud of all 
these years. 

Fortunately , she says , the 
Aquino administration has so far 
proven good for business . The 
dormitory matrons report full oc-
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cupancy, all of the social programs 
are still in place, and the P. Paredes 
compound hums with the more 
self-assured rhythm that charac
terized its operations in the hal
cyon sixties. 

What lies ahead for Kapatiran? 
The question sounds mildly im

pertinent to Mrs. Mercado, a busy 
woman who has more than two 
dozen separate programs to over
see in a single day. 

Still, there are two current 
projects that are close to her heart 
and both offer some hints about the 
future directions of the Kapatiran 
Kaunlaran Foundation as it con
cludes its fourth decade in 1990. 

Early this year, Kapatiran 
opened a Halfway House for reha
bilitated drug addicts, the first of its 
kind in a country where drug 
addiction, especially among the 
young, has become a recognized 
national problem. Initially, the 
program involves 10 to 12 young 
boys who are receiving counseling, 
vocation training and medical as
sistance as they prepare for accep
tance in the larger community. 

The Halfway House is just part 
of a bigger package that includes 
active collaboration with the coun
try's Dangerous Drugs Board, co
operative work with guidance 
counselors from surrounding uni
versities, and a Parent Enrichment 
program to involve parents in the 
rehabilitation of young drug ad
dicts. 

Although the subject of drugs is 
still generally avoided by Filipinos, 
it is public knowledge that large 
marijuana plantations may be 
found in the northern mountains 
of Luzon Island. Much of the 
output of these plantations, along 
with illicit drugs coming from the 
U.S. military bases , invariably 
finds its way to the university belt, 
an area teeming with students and 

Kapatiran grounds provide haven fo r dozens of children 
who live in the neighboring slum areas. 

seething with problems of urban ippines today, Mrs. Mercado finds 
alienation. herself drawn to the inevitable 

The other high visibility item in subject of Cory Aquino and poli
Kapatiran' s 1987 list is its ongoing tics . Never have the issues of 
management seminar for pastors womanhood and politics been 
and churchworkers that is open to more interwoven in the country 
the member churches of the Na- than in the immediate aftermath of 
tional Council of Churches. the February revolution. 

Teaching "management by ob- "Just because Cory is in power," 
jectives" to pastors, she says, has she says, "it doesn' t mean we can 
broader implications for the Chris- stop being vigilant. We have to be 
tians in the Philippines, who like even more vigilant so that the time 
most other Filipinos have recently of Marcos can never happen again. 
discovered the power of organiz- The struggle is not over yet. " 
ing and of nonviolently asserting She chuckles as she hears herself 
their massive numbers against un- say " the struggle is not over yet." 
just government authority. Enough talk for an afternoon, she 

"Unless we organize," she asks seems to tell herself as she leads 
rhetorically, "how can we achieve her visitor out by a side door into a 
a just and humane society?" garden path that leads to the 

Tied up with the churches' Basic playground chockfull of children 
Christian Community (BBC) con- making the most of the fading 
cept, the management seminars afternoon sunlight before they 
have barely scratched the surface. head back for the shanties across 
For instance, Mrs . Mercado says, the fence . 
only 600,000 peasants have been "Everyday in this place," she 
organized by unions or other orga- says, a little wistfully, "is one big 
nizations . There are many millions struggle, many struggles . We are 
more to be reached. winning some of those struggles. 

Like everybody else in the Phil- We are making a difference." o 
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Older Adults in Lay Ministry 

by Lloyd Young 

A new home in Brazil has been fou nd for Ana Paula (left) , who happily poses for the camera with her friend , 
lay volunteer Lloyd Young of California . 

If you are over 55 years of age, and valuable contributions which 
you may well be entering the most older adults are making . The 
productive and satisfying part of churches are increasingly aware of 
your entire life . Your later years the valuable human resources re
may offer you a freedom and presented in lay people who are 
opportunity for service which you approaching retirement or have 
have never enjoyed before . The already retired. Such older adults 
economic demands of rearing a may have a potential of 20 or more 
young family have disappeared, years of useful volunteer ministry, 
with your children grown and out based on valuable profess ional 
of the nest. Free of the demands of training and practical experience 
a nine-to-five job, how about gained from their respective ca
considering a brand new chal- reers. They may also be more 
lenge: lay volunteer ministry? ready, than at any other time in 

In the political and economic their lives, to fully respond to the 
arenas, our society is open and claims of Christ on their lives. It is 
ready to appreciate the distinctive my personal conviction that the 
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greatest single, largely unused, 
bank of human resources within 
our churches is made up of older 
adults, retired or approaching re
tirement-people who are loaded 
with time, talent and energy which 
could well be used for Christ. 

A look at biblical history sug
gests that God sometimes waits a 
very long time for some of his 
prophets to answer his call. Moses 
tarried for 40 years in the land of 
Midian before he was ready to 
respond to a burning bush in his 
path. Years later, he must have 
realized the importance of those 
long years of preparation, which 
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led finally to the full flowing of his 
career as liberator of his people
accomplished as an older adult. 

Abraham was 75 years of age 
before he was ready to receive his 
calling to abandon his comfortable 
home, way of life and familiar 
friends to set out for a strange, 
far-off country. There he estab
lished a brand new nation and 
finally became a blessing to all the 
families of the earth. One doubts 
that during the earlier years of his 
life, Abraham had the slightest 
idea of what God had in store for 
him in his old age. 

In the book of Romans, the 
Apostle Paul deals with prepara
tion in a special way, speaking of 
those "Who ... from the first had 
been prepared for this splendor." 
Prepared for this splendor! Could this 
refer to us older adults? Can the 
years ahead hold for us some kind 
of shining splendor for which God 
has been preparing us all this time? 

May we look forward to the latter 
years of our lives as a pilgrimage to 
such splendor? 

My personal "pilgrimage into 
splendor" began about 12 years 
ago when, at age 52, I began to 
discover the joys of silence. If you 
had known me as a performance
orien ted business executive, driv
ing myself as hard as anyone who 
ever worked for me, you could 
better appreciate the radical 
change which began when God 
began to call me into silence and to 
a different way of living and being 
than I had ever known. 

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, in 
his book Hymn of the Universe, 
refers to "Being liberated from the 
chaos of our present existence." 
For me, the sense of feeling 
trapped on a merry-go-round ex
istence of non-stop activity repre
sented the chaos of my existence. It 
was only as Christ began to lead me 

"The greatest 
single, 

largely unused 
bank of 

human resources 
within our 
churches is 

made up 
of older 
adults." 

home together in Carpinteria, Cali
fornia, we begin each day very 
early, seated before the fireplace of 
our modest home. At the outset of 
our meditation, one of us may 
share something about contempla
tion or spirituality . However, 
when either Dixie or I are ready to 
move into silent reflection, to listen 
for the voice of His spirit, we 
quietly light one of the two candles 
on our fireplace mantel. Until that 
candle is extinguished, the silence 
remains unbroken. 

What may we call this activity? Is 
it prayer? Yes, indeed, although 
we rarely ask the Lord for anything 
in particular. May we use the 
expression "contemplation" ? I like 
this word very much. It seems to 
convey the experience of behold
ing, in adoration, the face of Christ. 
Another way of describing this 
experience is simply "awareness" 
... awareness of how very near 
our Lord is at that moment. Jean
Pierre de Caussade' s concept of 
"The sacrament of the present 
moment" expresses for me the 
sense of being fully aware, alive to 
one's own being, to the other, to 
the presence of Christ. 

Listening can be life-changing. 
into desert silences with Him, was I Entirely new life directions may 
borne away from the machine- emerge from silence focused on 
made world represented by the Christ . Once one takes the 
cinema of the senses . Liberation "gimme" out of prayer and simply 
from this chaos began when Christ waits in silence to hear what He 
taught me simply to stop .. . stop may have to say to us, there may be 
rushing about in a continuous cycle surprises in store . At least, this has 
of activity. The first step was the been my experience. 
setting aside of substantial blocks Early one bright September 
of time every day, at least an hour morning in 1978, as I walked along 
or two early each morning, and the beach at Santa Barbara, Califor
again later in the day ... just to sit nia, I was reflecting on a TIME 
still, or possibly to walk quietly in Magazine article I had read the 
the blessed silence-structured si- previous day concerning the plight 
lence, a part of each day, without of millions of abandoned children 
noise pollution, a protected time, in Brazil. With only the cry of the 
planned with profound purpose. sea gulls to break the silence, it 

When my wife Dixie and I are seemed something, or Someone 
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stirred within me. As I continued 
to dwell on the tragedy of those sad 
children, there began to be born 
within my soul a sense that this was 
for me. I knew that somehow, I 
simply must attempt some kind of 
human, Christian response to such 
suffering. As I felt myself drawn to 
this ministry, my thoughts turned 
naturally to my own seven chil-
dren. My youngest was in high 
school, and the others were well 
into young adult years, on their 
way to university degrees, careers 
and/or marriage. It seemed ines
capable: this challenge was for me. 

Was I "called" by God to this lay 

"My thoughts 
reach out to older 
adults everywhere, 
some retired, some 

still employed; 
husbands, wives, 
widows, widow

ers, divorcees, 
each with many 

years of i:otential 
service 

remaining.'' 

ministry in Brazil? Certainly, I saw tered by our own local Brazilian 
no burning bush on that California congregation. This temporary re
beach. Looking back on the beach fuge for young women who have 
experience, I recognize that, with- been abandoned by their husbands 
out the silent period of contempla- or companions, seeks to provide a 
tionthatmorning, theTIMEMaga- temporary haven (up to six 
zine article would have simply months), with the hope of sending 
been another sad journalistic re- these women back into the com
port. I can't help but wonder how munity with job training, encour
many "burning bushes" of human agement, spiritual and material 
need I have walked past or even help . The seed funding for the 
stamped out within my lifetime. project came from Church Women 

One may well wonder what a United, the Fellowship of the Least 
couple of middle-aged laypersons, Coin, United Presbyterian Women 
with no claim to expertise as social and Today's Child Charitable Trust 
workers, might hope to accomplish of Santa Barbara, California. The 
within a foreign culture in the face CASA's financial support is pres
of the complex social probl~m of ently entirely Brazilian. 
abandoned children. We won- Two years ago saw the launching 
dered about it ourselves, but felt of a second project, NEW FAMI
we simply had to try. LIES, designed to rescue babies 

Following intensive Portu- and children from 0 to 5 years of 
guese-language study at the Uni- age from institutions. They were 
versity of California, and several placed-with no formal adop
study trips to Brazil, seeking to tion-with substitute families 
understand something of the Bra- drawn from the church communi
zilian social reality, Dixie and I ty' s working class . The World 
were invited by an ecumenical Health Organization' s research 
social service agency to come and proves conclusively that when a 
live in Brazil. We worked with baby or young child is deprived of 
them as lay mission volunteers to maternal care during formative 
help launch an inner-city project years, the child will grow to be
titled CASA DA MAMAE (My come an emotionally damaged 
mother's home), which is adminis- adult, without the ability to estab-
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lish and maintain normal interper
sonal, effective relationships. 
NEW FAMILIES seeks to protect 
abandoned infants and young 
children from this trauma by plac
ing them with loving, caring fami
lies, which are part of a local 
Christian community. 

The introduction of home care 
for abandoned babies and young 
children has not been easy. For 
over 200 years, Brazilian author
ities have routinely warehoused 
such infants and children in insti
tutions, foster care being virtually 
unheard of throughout La tin 
America . Happily, this is chang
ing. Juvenile Judges are starting to 
accept the offers of NEW FAMI
LIES to care for the children under 
a temporary custody order, which 
could later be changed to adoption. 
Because the families who are will
ing to care for the children have 
such low incomes, it is necessary to 
provide monthly financial assist
ance to help with the expenses of 
children placed with them. Older 
Americans among the churches are 
showing willingness to provide 
foster care and are also encourag
ing their friends to do so. 

All in all, these six years of lay 
volunteer ministry have been rich
ly rewarding. In order to meet our 
personal living and tra vel ex
penses, I have had to maintain 
some business activity as well. 
Sometimes I hear from California 
retirees who tell me about the 
"good life" they are enjoying on 
the beach of Santa Barbara . Person
ally, I am unable to imagine a more 
fulfilling life than that which we 
have discovered here in Brazil . 

Today, seated at my typewriter 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, my thoughts 
reach out to older adults every
where, some retired, some still 
employed-husbands, wives , 
widows , widowers , divorcees , 
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each with many years of potential 
service remaining. Perhaps you 
may wish to consider lay ministry 
during retirement, using your own 
special talents for the Lord, not 
necessarily overseas-possibly in 
your own home town. 

Perhaps you may wonder if 
there are years enough left to you 
to "leave your mark on the world." 
You may find it is you who will be 
marked by the experience. You 
may not save the world, but you 
yourself may be saved. 

May I challenge you to meet 
Christ in the silence and await His 
direction for your life? Just think of 
the shining years of opportunity 
which can be in your future, a time 
of splendor for which Christ has 
been preparing you and in which 
He awaits you. o 

Lloyd Young, retired communications 
executive, works in Brazil as a laymis
sion volunteer. 

Program Profile 

Short-term 
Volunteers 
In Mission 

James R. Owen 

Deprived of parental contact, young children are likely to grow up with 
permanent emotional problems. 

Quietly, but unmistakably, a 
growing cadre of upper middle
aged, often retired, United Meth
odist volunteers are giving new 
shape to the denomination's mis
sion programs. They come from 
most walks of life, women and 
men, from all around the country. 
Their essential common denomi
nator? They have chosen to devote 
several weeks or months of unpaid 
service to the church as Short Term 
Volunteers In Mission (STVIM). 

Of course, there have always 
been such mission volunteers, 
Methodists who pitched in during 
times of need, without being 
asked. But since 1980, the General 
Board of Global Ministries has 
recognized a need to harness and 
cultivate what its leaders say is a 
thriving missionary zeal across the 
homeland. 

The Rev. William B. Rollins has 
directed the Board's short-term 
mission volunteer program since 
its inception, following the 1980 
General Conference. He explained 
that his office exists primarily to 
help provide additional coordina
tion and focus for a trend long 
underway in the denomination. 

The practice of recruiting and 
matching United Methodist volun
teers in mission with particular 
assignments has been going on in 
the annual conferences and juris
dictions for some time, said Mr. 
Rollins. In fact, most of the annual 
conferences have volunteer coordi
nators for that purpose. Mr. Rollins 
and Gretta Moffet, his recently 
retired associate based in Tucson, 
Arizona, are the only full-time, 
paid STVIM staff in the whole 
church. The rest of the denomina-
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tion's placements are made at 
"various entry points across the 
church; many we don't even know 
about," said Ms. Moffet. 

"A large percentage of our vol
unteers are retired or semi-retired. 
They are freer to travel and can take 
more extended assignments than 
younger folks with more commit
ments," explained Mr. Rollins. 

The organizers nationwide em
phasize that no particular skills are 
necessary . Very often a congrega
tion in need, or church mission 
project in the U.S. or abroad, might 

''What might a 
couple of middle
aged laypersons, 
with no claim to 

expertise as social 
workers, hope to 
accomplish within 
a foreign culture in 
the face of the com
plex social problem 

of abandoned 
children?'' 

be well served by volunteers to Hispanic congregants at Menlo 
help cook, sew, do simple garden- Park Church, and to the pastor, 
ing, bookkeeping or office chores. George Lockwood . 

Ms. Moffet said the diversity of Ms. Moffet credits Mrs . Peeler 
background and talents of volun- with " truly revitalizing" the Menlo 
teers helps make the program Park congregation, whose future 
exciting and non-elitist. " Short- was uncertain. For the widowed, 
term volunteers . don' t need so- 59-year-old Mrs . Peeler, a former 
phisticated skills or lots of money. Christian education leader in her 
They need only a will to help the Virginia community, volunteering 
mission of the church." in Arizona was a " unique opportu-

The organizers do strive to en- nity to readily be a part of other 
sure that group mission delega- people' s lives in other people' s 
tions are inclusive-that they rep- settings." 
resent the broad racial and ethnic " It was really an incredible expe
diversity of The United Methodist rience," she said . "Although it was 
Church as well as use both men my first short-term mission as
and women. According to William signment, I would certainly recom
Rollins it is just as important that mend this to anybody. I am plan
UMC volunteers come to under- ning to go on another one." 
stand the mission to which the John Cogswell is a much-trav
church is called: " preaching the eled veteran of short- term mission 
Gospel and witnessing to our faith, work. The SO-year-old resident of 
particularly among those who live Maynard, Massachusetts, has trav
in poverty, demands a sensitivity eled throughout Africa, Asia and 
to the substantive ideas that con- the Caribbean for the Board over 
front persons throughout the na- the past 10 years . Mr. Cogswell, a 
tion and the world ." self-employed machine designer 
Suzanne Peeler of Staunton, Vir- for the graphic arts industry, said 
ginia, called herself a " hodge- he went into business for himself 
podge of possibilities" on her way " to provide the time and money to 
out to Tucson, Arizona, where she be able to do this mission outreach 
spent two months assisting the for the church ." 
pastor and congregation of Menlo Mr. Cogswell's volunteer mis
Park Methodis t Church . She was sion efforts involve considerable 
tha t indeed, and more, to the consulting work with church- re-
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lated publishing ventures in many 
of the Third World nations he 
visits . Most of the projects he helps 
to coordinate overseas are linked to 
the Board' s World Division. He 
normally spends between two and 
eight weeks abroad on his trips. 

Like Mrs . Peeler, and almost 
every other "short-termer," Mr. 
Cogswell feels blessed by his mis
sionary avocation. " It certainly is a 
two-way street," he says . "My 
understanding of the church' s 
mission overseas is very much one 
of mutuality and exchange . We are 
called to do with and be with, 
rather than 'do for' ," he observes . 

Both Mrs. Peeler and Mr. Cogs
well agree that the tasks of short
term volunteers in mission are not 
completed upon their return 
home-they are called by the 
church to interpret the meaning of 
their assignments in ways that can 
be daunting. 

"This is a new dynamic emerg
ing in the church's missionary 
work," explains Mr. Cogswell . 
"Short-term missionaries go back 
home and have the challenging 
task of relating their experiences to 
a church often resistant to the kind 
of global change the world now 
demands ." Long-term mission
aries on furlough, he points out, 
are generally less inclined to do this 
kind of "home" missionary work. 

Said Ms. Moffet: "Short- termers 
do have the responsibility of inter
preting their mission, and of help
ing to share their enlarged sense of 
the oneness of Christiani ty. It's a 
job that most of them seem to 
relish ." If the STVIM program had 
a motto, she added, it would 
probably be "you'll end up receiv
ing mu c h m ore th a n o u ' ll 
give." D 

James R. Owen i a free lance writer 
based in ew York City. 
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By Margaret G. Bigger 

• A Formula 
for Self-Help 
• 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1 
"STEP gave me more hope," ex
claimed Linda, a student at the 
Mary Crowley Academy in Dallas, 
Texas. " I'm learning to read better 
and to lead a better life for myself," 
she explained. 

A classmate, Rosie, who had 
attended school only two months 
of the year as a child, chimed in, 
"I've been down, but I don' t have 
to stay down. God didn' t make a 
nobody; I'm somebody!" 

The mother of nine explained 
that she had learned to read a little 
and could even read some of the 
Bible, but not much else . Her 
motivation for attending the acade
my, was to become proficient 
enough to understand Isaiah. 

Others in the class told of setting 

a study hall time at home for 
themselves, their children, and 
older children who had dropped 
out of school but returned because 
of their mothers' examples . Linda 
and Rosie nodded knowingly. 

"We have a whole different 
family," said Linda. "We're grow
ing back together." Of the neigh
bor who told her about the acade
my, she said, "I thank her every 
day." 

The Mary Crowley Academy is 
one of two welfare mothers' aca
demies established in Dallas by 
STEP, the acronym for Strategies to 
Elevate People, a church-based 
self-help organization that is 
working creatively to help the poor 
and disadvantaged to improve 

their lives . 
The neighborhoods that are 

home to Linda and Rosie are 
breeding grounds for poverty, illit
eracy, crime and despair. Predo
minantly black and Hispanic, area 
residents live in overcrow ded, 
often dilapidated conditions where 
family incomes are usually well 
below the federal poverty line . 
Many subsist on meager public 
assistance money. Others get no 
welfare at all . And a large number 
of the households are headed by 
women. 

STEP provides hope and oppor
tunity for Linda and Rosie and 

Margaret G. Bigger is a free lance 
writer based in Charlotte, N. C. 

Clearing abandoned cars and debris fro m vacant lots is one of STEP's strategies to improve dying neighborhoods. 

I 

················4···· 

I I 



many others like them. Their tui
tions and fees at the Mary Crowley 
Academy are paid for by STEP, as 
will their college expenses if they 
choose that route. By fall 1986, 14 
Crowley graduates had enrolled in 
college, equipped with a set of 
basic skills which would invariably 
improve their lives dramatically. 

STEP was developed six years 
ago in Dallas by a group of persons 
who were seeking to empower the 
disadvantaged to help themselves. 
They were led by Harv Oostdyk, 
an experienced and long-time 
community activist. 

For nearly three decades, Oost
dyk has transformed his own con
cern and compassion for this na
tion' s disadvantaged into effective 
self-help programs. In the 1960s, 
he established the first street aca
demies in Harlem. In the 1970s, he 
designed the innovative "Cities in 
Schools" program in Washington, 
D.C. By the 1980s, he was con
vinced that " the church is the finest 
basic resource for the poor in our 
society. " 

Oostdyk reminds Christians that 
the Bible, in over 400 passages, 
says to help the poor. "And yet, " 
he notes, "at the site of the greatest 
human need, the church employs 
the fewest resources ." His plan is 
designed to change this phenome
non. STEP gets the skills out of the 
pews and into the streets by a 
structure to help churches unite, 
pool their own resources and draw 
on outside support from the entire 
community. 

STEP strategies can be replica
ted, he believes, in any large city. 
Already there are STEP Ministries 

in Fort Worth, Texas; Rich
mond and Norfolk, Virginia; 
Nashville, Tennessee; Wash-

ington, D.C. and in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. Christians in other 
cities now have STEP under con
sideration. 

Churches that adopt STEP 
strategies select a "quad," (a 
poverty pocket with four 

sides, partic
ularl y one 
near a public 

housing complex) . They join with 
other churches that have chosen 
the same quad. Together they send 
Friendship Teams with at least one 
representative from each church to 
meet monthly with people laboring 
"on the front lines" of their quad. 
They ask the inner-city minister, 
principal, recreation leader, hous
ing project manager, clinic doctor, 
or residents' organization presi
dent: "What can we do to help you 
do your job better?" 

Meanwhile, at each suburban 
church, a Skills Task Force is 
working up a Skills Inventory. 
Church members are asked to 
identify their professional, avoca
tional or other skills that may be 
useful to their quads. Their skills 
are encoded on a computer to be 
"punched up" later when needed 
for specific projects. 

As small requests are fulfilled, 
trust builds. Soon, the "front 
liners" are asking for larger 
projects involving more suburban 
and neighborhood volunteers. 

Noting that "domestic mission
aries are almost a foreign concept," 
Oostdyk has urged suburban 
churches to provide staff and other 
resources to inner-city churches in 
their quads . Where there is no 
church, he suggests that a ministry 
committee locate an existing build
ing in the quad from which to begin 
recreational and spiritual pro
gramming for children. Programs 
are designed to foster personal 
relationships between inner-city 
residents and church volunteers. 
Ministry Teams may be assigned to 
specific families or adults in the 
programs. 

As Friendship Teams in different 
quads encounter similar problems, 
it becomes more expedient to en
gage a citywide effort to find 
solutions. STEP's City Coordinator 
will bring church chairpersons to
gether to solve those problems 
from a broader perspective. 

STEP leaders may send out 
Friendship Teams to petition pub-
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"Our members have learned so much 
from the people they're helping . 
It's more than just 'do-goading."' 

lie welfare local officials . The busi
ness community is then mobilized 
to provide supplies, funds and 
more volunteer help . 

STEP's theory is that the more 
personally leaders become in
volved with the poor, the more 
understanding they have of the 
poor's complex problems. And 
creative solutions develop, say 
STEP spokespersons , when 
church, corporate and political 
minds are motivated to address 
formidable problems together. 

How United Methodists 
Are Involved in Dallas 
First United Methodist Church in 
Carrollton, a conservative evange
listic church in the Dallas suburb, 
chose the West Dallas quad . This 
3,000-member church has adopted 
Carver Education Center, where 
they have joined with another 
congregation to support teachers 
and programs of that school. 
Church young people and older 
members have done exterior reno
vation of homes, including the 
house of Birdie Jackson, a woman 
who takes in children with learning 
problems. Their STEP Pals Pro
gram matches inner-city children 
with church adults for friendship 
and support. 

Another of their STEP support 
ministries is to the Police Athletic 
League of the West Dallas Police, 
which operates the Lakewest Sad
dle Club and a tutoring program at 
the police substation. Kathy Gar
ner, a member of the First United 
Methodist Church, teaches West 
Dallas children how to ride horse
back. Her church raises money for 
hay and equipment as well as long 
underwear so that "Miss Kathy's" 
students can practice riding skills 
in the winter. To participate, the 
boys and girls must maintain pass
ing grades in school. 

First Church-Carrollton volun
teers form relationships with these 
children by assisting with their 
science fair projects and taking 
them to ballgames and on field 
trips. They discovered that quite a 
few of their young friends do not 

live in a particular apartment but 
only "stay" with one relative or 
another. 

"Our best work has been with 
single parents," said the Rev. John 
Beese, Associate Minister for Out
reach. "Some of the people from 
our church have helped find jobs 
and job training for those who are 
now at El Centro." 

Gale Golden is a member of a 
Ministry Team that surrounds a 
Mary Crowley Academy graduate. 
She is a black woman who aspires 
to be a dental technician . Gale' s 
husband, who is a CPA, another 
white couple and two blacks meet 
with their student monthly. 
"We're not supposed to fully adopt 
her financially, but to teach self
reliance and help set goals ." ex
plained Golden. " If she has a 
problem or a particular need, she 
calls us . We are her link to the 
outside world." 

"Our members are beginning to 
understand some of the problems .... . 
of the poor in a different light. 
Some have seen, for the first time, 
the effects of racism on the persons 
they work with," Beese added. 
"They have learned as much from 
the people they're helping as the 
other way around. It's more than 
just do-goading." 

" This church is a different 
church because of STEP. It pri
marily always focussed on evan
gelism or spiritual ministry within 
its own community or quite dis
tant. Now people are actually in
volved instead . of just sending 
money. The church is more open as 
a result," Beese concluded. 

White Rock United Methodist 
Church, which has 2,500 members, 
is located on the Southeast edge of 
the Dallas Central District (inner 
city) near White Rock Lake. Al
though White Rock selected the 
Southeast Quad, they volunteered 
for renovation projects in West 
Dallas. They send tutors to Fraser 
Elementary School, and have dis-
patched workers to improve the Harriet Glenn and Bob Cushman (top), two 
school' s playground and an artist neighborhood leaders, confer on STEP 
to decorate its halls . concerns; Two women (above) at work on an 

White Rock's former STEP chair- education project . 
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man, Carmen Banks, is now a full 
time staff person at STEP head
quarters. Banks admires the STEP 
approach which "maintains a per
son's self-respect while offering 
opportunities for goal-setting and 
self-improvement. " 

The Rev. Gary Regan of White 
Rock is pleased with the STEP 
program. "Our people liked the 
one-on-one relationships that 
they had with children in the 
schools and in the remodeling 
projects. The thing that STEP does 
in a fruitful way is to give people a 
place where they can live out their 

own ministry. 
"We have a homogeneous con

gregation. My dream was that our 
people would begin to relate not 
just with other cultures but other 
socio-economic groups . We are 
doing that. " 

In Charlotte 
Every church adapts STEP strate
gies to fit its own internal differ
ences as well as the needs of their 
quad and the peculiarities of their 
locale. 

In Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Myers Park is the largest, most 

affluent United Methodist Church 
in the city - and the first United 
Methodist church in the city to try 
STEP strategies. The Church and 
Society Committee of the 3400-
member congregation selected the 
Wilmore quad, which has many 
homes that do not meet code 
standards. A public housing devel
opment and a low-income private 
apartment complex are also within 
the area . Myers Park chose this 
quad because of its long- standing 
ties with the nearby Bethlehem 
Center, a United Methodist com
munity center related to the Na-

One of the homes winterized by volunteer group in North Carolina (below); At Calvary UMC, two young persons attend tutoring class wit/ 
the Rev. Robbie Moore (opposite page). 
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"My dream was that our people would begin 
to relate not just with other cultures, 
but other socio-economic groups." 

tional Program Division of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

Its major project has been to 
assist the Wilmore Neighborhood 
Association and Neighborhood 
Housing Services, Inc., to prepare 
some of those houses for cold 
weather. Sixty church members, 
including an Eagle scout candidate 
and ten boys from his troop, 
winterized 27 homes . 

Myers Park's Volunteer Coordi
nator, Carla Cornelius, told what a 
good experience it was for every
one. She described an elderly black 
man who, when answering his 
door, said, "I woke up this morn
ing and I knew something good 
was going to happen today-and 
here you are!" 

"The feeling of our congregation 
was that we needed to get out in 
the community," 
said Cornelius. 
1 'Instead 

of always throwing money at a 
problem, we wanted to involve our 
mempers with people less fortu
nate. " 

Their tutorial program for ele
mentary and secondary students 
began last spring at Calvary United 
Methodist Church, a middle-size 
church with an older congregation 
located in the Dilworth neighbor
hood, just next door to Wilmore . 
Senior adults were recruited to 
tutor. 

" We' re in conversation with 
Gethsemane Baptist's lay leader
ship in the Wilmore community, 
too," said the Rev. Ron Hall, a 
Myers Park associate minister and 
the staff liaision for STEP. He 
expects the predomin-
antly black church to 
become a part of 
their quad min-
istry in the near 
future . Mean
while, STEP has 
especially moti
vated the 
young 
adults , 

ages 23-32, at Myers Park. 
Mouzon United Methodist 

Church is just getting started in the 
Hemphill Heights Quad. They are 
exploring the needs of that de
pressed area with four neighbor
hood churches, three Baptist and 
one AME Zion. Cember Hicks and 
Marge Young, who lead the pro
grams, have already taken note of 
the decrepit houses near the chur
ches. Some have no running water. 

The Rev . Lawrence Barden, 
Mouzon's Minister, anticipates 
that his congregation will work 
both with the churches and with 
the city's community development 
department to get water lines and 
renovations . His church has 560 
members of mostly upper-mid
dle-class older adults "with an 
influx of youth." 

"The nature of STEP is to elevate 
people," he stated simply. "We 
are interested in elevating the 
status of humanity." o 





UMCOR 
in Action: 
When Flooding 
Hit Oklahoma 
By Boyce A. Bowdon 

It was a Monday in late Septem
ber 1986. The Rev. Don Nobles and 
the Rev . Guy Ames III were in 
Dallas representing the Oklahoma 
Conference at a disaster response 
workshop led by the United Meth
odist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), a division of the Gener
al Board of Global Ministries. 

Before the week was up, the two 
ministers' skills in providing disas
ter relief would be sorely tested by 
some of the worst flooding to ever 
afflict Oklahoma. As the two men 
met in Dallas with other disaster 
response specialists, torrential 
rains, caused by a hurricane that 
lashed the California coast, began 
drenching eastern Oklahoma. 

During the next six days, some 
parts of Oklahoma were hit by 15 
inches of rain-more than they had 
received in the previous six 
months. Before the rains stopped, 
three pe ple had perished and 68 
were seriously injured in flood-re
lated accidents . Across the state, 
509 homes were destroyed and 
nearly 4,000 badly damaged. Dam
age to roads, bridges and other 
public works exceeded $85 million, 
while damages to crops, livestock, 
machinery and land totaled more 
than $180 million. 

This was a devastating blow to a 
state already reeling from severe 
economic downturns in its two 
major industries, agriculture and 
energy. 

The flooding was already under
way when Don Nobles, superin
tendent of the Muskogee District, 
returned home from the disaster
response workshop. Before he got 
his bags unpacked, the phone was 
ringing with messages of concern 
from area pastors alarmed about 

the flooding . 
Using the guidelines he had 

learned at the Dallas workshop, 
Nobles did "windshield surveys" I 
of two flooded neighborhoods in 
Muskogee to get a feel for what had I 
happened, and who was hurting. 
He discovered that 50 homes were 
flooded- up to four feet in some. 

Nobles then called the American 
Red Cross, shared with them what 
he had observed, and offered to 
provide church bu ildings and vol
unteers to help with the emergen
cy. Within hours the Red Cross had 
set up a shelter and feeding station 
at First United Methodist Church 
in nearby Fort Gibson for workers 
who were sandbagging to save the r 

tm 's water plant. 
Approximately 50 ministers and 

laypeople, recruited by Nobles, 
1 I 

were organized into four teams ' 
and given assignments. One team , 
worked at the Red Cross office, 
making snacks. Another using the 
Red Cross van, distributed food to 
residents and workers in the 
flooded areas. A third team sand
bagged, and the fourth team re
moved furniture from homes 
threatened by rapidly rising water. 

By Sunday the rain had stopped. 
On Monday, the floodwaters re
ceded enough for clean-up opera
tions to begin. United Methodist 
volunteer crews made a door-to
door survey to determine who 
needed the most help . Then they 
plunged into the backbreaking and 
heartbreaking task. 

In houses that had been flooded, 
an inch or so of thin mud covered 
everything. Every item had to be 
taken outside. What little could be 
salvaged had to be thoroughly 
hosed down. Cleaning up was 

J 
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hampered because electricity in the 
area had been cut off as a safety 
measure . 

When Nobles' crew stopped at 
one home, they found a man in his 
70s who lived alone . His wife had 
died a few weeks before . Virtually 
everything he owned, including 
mementoes, had been destroyed, 
and he had no flood insurance. The 
man felt completely overwhelmed 
by his loss . 

Nobles and his crew listened 
quietly as the man gave vent to his 
hostility and hopelessness . Then 
they helped him to carry out his 

"What happened 
was a textbook 

example of 
how the 

United Methodist 
connectional 

system works." 

water-soaked furniture , and to perintendents and district direc-
make his home habitable. tors of disaster relief. 

While Don Nobles was mobiliz- What happened next is a text 
ing United Methodists in the Mus- book example of how the United 
kogee area, his colleague, Guy Methodist connectional system 
Ames, was occupied as the Okla- works. After the Red Cross con
homa Conference disaster re- tacted national UMCOR staff in 
sponse coordinator. Ames, whose New York, a regional UMCOR 
primary job is to pastor First United disaster response specialist, Vir
Methodist Church in Mustang, an ginia Miller, was immediately dis
Oklahoma City suburb, received patched to the flooding site. 
dozens of calls from pastors, su- Based in Knoxville, Tennessee 
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Ms. Miller represents UMCOR in 
Oklahoma and 30 other states. She 
arrived in Oklahoma and promptly 
began consulting with Guy Ames 
and other United Methodist lead
ers who were coordinating volun
teer flood relief efforts. 

Help was also provided by three 
church and community workers 
employed by the National Division 
of the General Board of Global 
Ministries . Upon UMCOR's invi
tation, they left their assignments 
in Kentucky, Missouri and Ala
bama and devoted two weeks to 
helping out in Oklahoma. 

A United Methodist pastor from 
Washington State also came as the 
representative of Church World 
Service, the relief and develop
m e nt agency of the National 
Council of Churches that acts to 
secure federal relief funds on be
half of churches. 

The UMC disaster specialists 
helped the Oklahomans in many 
ways, says Ames. "They gave us a 
valuable perspective, reminding us 
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that the problem wouldn't go away 
overnight, but that it wasn't the 
end of the world, either. They 
guided us in organizing interfaith 
groups so we could apply for funds 
and other assistance available 
through Church World Service, 
denominations and other 
sources." 

Since the flood, the Oklahoma 
Conference received checks for 
$105,000 from UMCOR for use in 
ministering to flood victims. Okla
homa Conference churches, re
sponding to an appeal issued by 
their Bishop, John Wesley Hardt, 
have taken special offerings of 
about $25,000. And United Meth
odist volunteers-in-mission were 
recruited statewide to help with 
the clean-up efforts . 

Gary Bekofske, UMCOR Disas
ter Response Coordinator in New 
York, said that the agency's ac
tions, following the Oklahoma ca
tastrophe, were part of its three
tiered approach to disaster re
sponse: cash assistance to help 

"The UMC 
disaster 

specialists 
helped the 

Oklahomans 
in many ways." 

meet human needs; paying for the 
services of disaster specialists, as in 
the case of Virginia Miller; and 
providing consultation and assist
ance in organizing the volunteer 
labor of United Methodists who 
live in the disaster-stricken area. 

notably West Virginia, to recover 
from catastrophic flooding that 
devastated the region in 1985. 
UMCOR gave $413,172 to meet 
human needs in 1986; this figure is 
much higher than the 1985 total of 
$289,000 because of the lingering 
flood recovery efforts along the 
Atlantic Coast states. 

Both Don Nobles and Guy Ames 
agree that Oklahoma's worst flood 
has heightened their appreciation 
for United Methodist connectiona
lism . " The United Methodist 
Church has a unique role . No other 
denomination covers the entire 
nation quite like we do . There's a 
United Methodist church in just 
about every country. And when 
disaster strikes, our 'love connec
tion' pulls people together in a 
wonderful way." o 

"1986 was a year for floods," 
says Bekofske, noting that consid-
erable efforts were made b y The Rev. Boyce A. Bowden is director 
UMCOR and the denomination to of communications and public relations 
help Atlantic Coast states, most of the Oklahoma Annual Conference. 
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NWO Interview: 

Oswald P. Bronson 

When the Civil War ended in 
1865, approximately 96 percent 
of some four million slaves had 
no formal education. There were 
only three colleges for blacks (in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania), and 
just a few elementary and high 
schools. Conscious of this gross 
inadequacy, and sensitive to the 
overall plight of blacks, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church or
ganized the Freedman's Aid 
Society to help educate former 
slaves. 

That was in 1866. In that year 
alone the Society, believing that 
the former sl ves' greatest need 
was education, "to enable them 
to read the Bible," opened 59 
elementary and secondary 
schools throughout the South for 
blacks. Within a few years the 
number of elementary schools 
reached 69, and many of them 
grew into secondary schools, 
colleges, and professional 
schools. Many of these schools no 
longer exist, but others, includ
ing Bethune-Cookman, have 

grown into vital mainstream 
institutions. 

Bethune-Cookman College is 
situated in Daytona Beach, Vo
lusia County, Florida, amid a 
surrounding metropolitan area 
of over 60,000 and within 100 
miles of the Kennedy Space 
Center, and the Walt Disney 
World Resort Complex and Ma
rineland. 

Bethune-Cookman is the re
sult of a merger of two Florida 
institutions: Cookman Institute 
for Boys of Jacksonville, Fla., a 
Freedman's Aid Society School 
founded in 1872, and the Day
tona Normal and Industrial In
stitute for Girls, founded in 1904 
by Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune. 

In this interview, conducted 
for New World Outlook by 
Lawrence A. Aaron, a free lance 
journalist based in Orlando, 
Fla., Bethune-Cookman's presi
dent talks about the successes, 
failures, problems and the role of 
black colleges today. = 
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NWO: The serious financial problems 
that beset America's black colleges are 
well known. Three black colleges lost 
their accreditation recently. How is 
Bethune-Cookman faring financially 
in the late 1980s? 

OSWALD P. BRONSON: It's 
becoming increasingly difficult, 
particularly on the operational 
side. Our financial margin has 
become tight in the past two years . 
Nonetheless, our auditors tell us 
the college has been able to manage 
its responsibilities. But on the 
capital funding programs we've 
undertaken, we've met with suc
cess. We initiated a $5 million 
capital campaign in 1985, for en
dowments and construction, and 
we met our goal. Now I'm pre
pared to recommend a new $10 
million goal that will help in the 
enlargement of our science and 
math facilities. Also, Congress has 
authorized a $6.2 million grant 
toward the construction of the 
Mary McLeod Bethune Fine Arts 
Center. Overall, Bethune-Cook
man has been successful in meet
ing its financial obligations. 

What are your primary sources of 
funding for day-to-day college opera
tions? 

We rely heavily upon several 
sources, including the United 
Negro College Fund and The Unit
ed Methodist Church. We are also 
negotiating with the Florida Legis
lature for funds to finance a num
ber of special projects: a teacher 
education institute; a student-at
risk program in which we take 
perhaps a hundred students who 
are at risk and give them special 
programming and carefully moni
tor their test scores . This is a model 
program we're doing for the state 
of Florida . We cooperate with other 
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Bethune-Cookman president, says: 
"BLACK COLLEGES MUST MEET THE TEST OF SURVIVAL" 

colleges and institutions to get 
grants and other funding from 
Congress. 

What is the current breakdown of 
United Methodist support, state fund
ing, student tuition, and other finan
cial sources? 

We average about $500,000 an
nually from The United Methodist 
Church. Our tuition in 1986-87 is 
$5,900 per student. Roughly 95 
percent of our students need finan
cial aid, and between 70 and 80 
percent qualify for full financial 
aid. Our annual funding from the 
United Negro College Fund aver
ages about another half million 
dollars. 

UMC colleges have been a source of 
black community strength for more 
than a hundred years . What makes 
them unique-and what makes Beth
une-Cookman stand out among them? 

The population is unique, and 
the history is quite unique. After 
the Civil War, there were about 28 
blacks in the United States with 
college degrees . There was mas
sive illiteracy, both black and 
white. White missionaries from the 
North came South, established 
academies and developed a strong 
educational heritage which is well 
known today. In the absence of aid 
from state legislatures, many of 
these denominational schools, 
which later became colleges, car
ried on the work of educating 
blacks in secondary and vocational 
education. That is a unique and 
special history. And at a time when 
all other doors were closed, these 
schools-Claflin, Bethune-Cook
man, Morehouse, Spellman and 
others-shouldered the responsi
bility of educating blacks until 
others decided to open their doors . 

How are black colleges making a 
difference today? 

Bethune-Cookman and many 
other black colleges are helping to 
educate and prepare generations of 
blacks for vital leadership in the 
nation. If you look at the leadership 
today, you see the Martin Luther 
Kings, the Andy Youngs, and 
others not so well known, who are 
making a difference. Whether sci
entists, doctors, engineers, educa
tors or politicians, many are gradu
ates of black colleges. We're laying 
the groundwork for future genera
tions of black men and women who 
will make solid contributions to our 
society. We take young blacks with 
low SAT scores, some 80 percent 
lower than the national average, 
work with them, and build within 
them a strong determination to 
achieve in an atmosphere where 
they experience a sense of caring 
and tough love. Later they will 
become economically productive, 
taxpaying citizens. Most of them 
come to us very, very poor. And 
they graduate, able to negotiate 
their way in modern life. That's our 
contribution; that's where the 
black colleges stand out. 

Isn't it true, however, that more and 
more young black people are enrolling 
in white schools? 

Yes, we've all seen the statistics . 
Increasingly, black students who 
make it to college are attending 
white colleges and universities . 
But it's also true that many of our 
graduates from Bethune-Cook
man go on to graduate schools that 
are predominantly white for their 
Masters and PhDs. I did that 
myself. But as long as we can 
continue to make that critical dif
ference in preparing the young 
people who do choose us, we will 
be doing our jobs. 

Do you believe that black students 
are more likely to thrive in black 
institutions? 

We've had students come here 
and then leave for a white universi
ty. They are academically chal
lenged, but socially deprived. They 
return here because of their social 
needs, and then finish . But what 
makes Bethune-Cookman special 
in addition to what I've just said? 
The answer is Mary McLeod Beth
une . We have something that no 
other college has-a black woman 
with five little girls, $1.50, and faith 
in God started this college. And her 
legacy still lives here . She' s buried 
on this campus. Her history, her 
life, all are here. Yes, we have a 
career-oriented curriculum. We 
offer computer science and nursing 
degrees. We have an accredited 
medical technology program, and 
our teacher education program is 
accredited and acclaimed. Florida 
sees our graduates as more than 
competent because we have the 
highest percentage of blacks pass
ing the state certification examina
tion of all state universities. We are 
committed to excellence, like other 
colleges, but still we are different. 

Does Bethune-Cookman have a sub
stantial endowment for faculty chairs? 

When I came to BCC in 1975 our 
endowment was only $1 million. 
Today it's $5 million. It' s nothing 
compared with Northwestern and 
Harvard and Stanford and other 
private schools that have hundreds 
of millions. But we are easily on a 
par with most other black colleges, 
and many of them don' t even have 
a million dollars . The next phase of 
our funding campaign will be for 
endowments. 
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Endowments are viewed as a yard
stick for measuring the reputation of a 
school. Why are black colleges unable to 
raise more endowment monies from 

. their alumni? 

Graduates of Bethune-Cookman 
and other black colleges seldom 
become millionaires . Our students 
come to us from a low economic 
level. When they graduate, they 
often go into lower-middle-class 
jobs, and eventually to the middle 
class. Most of our alumni are 
unable, regrettably, to give more 
than a hundred dollars or so 
annually. And for ·many of them, 
that's a generous contribution. 
White colleges, on the other hand, 
consistently produce many more 
wealthy graduates. And even more 
importantly, their graduates are 
more closely linked with the 
"buddy system" that generates 
and transfers wealth and power 
between business and government 
in the U.S. Black students seldom, 
if ever, get into, the "club", even if 
they graduate from white institu
tions. And so they are not able to 
give at the same level that supports 
a $50-million endowment. 

Are there any rich "cousins" within 
the black college family? 

We have one black school with a 
$78-million endowment, and that's 
Hampton. They've been at it for a 
long time, and also have a number 
of wealthy white patrons. Spell
man College has a $35 million en
dowment, and Morehouse has 
perhaps $20 million. But most of us 
are around $5 million, or below. 
Yet we feel that Bethune-Cookman 
is on the move up . 

As a black college president, are you 

No. I'm grateful to see a black 
college flourish. Their examples 
inspire us to greater achievements. 

The United Methodist Church has a 
Black College Fund that raises $7 
million annually to distribute to eleven 
church-related schools. How has the 
church responded to Bethune-Cook
man' s needs, and is that funding 
essential for your budget? 

That money is indeed critical. If 
we were to lose that annual $500,-
000 we'd be in trouble. That money 
is used for operating expenses, 
including faculty salaries. And it's 
used for special projects that help 
the school achieve its goal of 
excellence beyond current opera
tions. Every four years, the Fund 
gives Bethune-Cookman a capital 
grant of roughly $250,000. That 
sum is essential in helping us reach 
our educational goals. 

Can black schools meet the educa
tional needs of the educationally disad
vantaged as well as those gifted stu
dents who could easily have enrolled in 
large state schools or Ivy League 
colleges? 

That is one of the great dilemmas 
black colleges face . We are obligat
ed by our accrediting agencies to 
pursue high standards of excel
lence. At the same time, we have a 
mission to serve a race of people 
who have been disadvantaged. 
That dilemma led to the creation of 
a three-track program at BCC and 
other black schools. One track is to 
work with students who enroll 
with serious deficiencies. Then we 
have our regular college track, and 
a third track is for our honors 
students. 

envious of other black schools with Some black teachers say that the 
larger endowments? all-black school was more nurturing, 
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better disciplined, and more communi
ty-based. Can you comment on that? 

Yes, we did have a more con
trolled environment then. But I 
would not want us to return to 
segregation for that reason. I think 
that black colleges must meet the 
test that all other schools must 
meet if we are to survive. We must 
have more than just blackness to 
sustain us . We must have quality. 

Should black high school graduates 
attend white colleges? 

Of course. We must have black 
youth in the white schools. But we 
must not forget each other. We are 
all part of a great thrust in America. 

You have touched on the problem of 
young black people coming to college 
with serious academic deficiencies . 
Many come from integrated schools 
and districts , but still cannot read, 
write, or do simple math. How do you 
explain that? 

It's difficult to explain except to 
say that many of these youngsters 
come from home environments 
that are not very verbal or literate. 
Many of their homes lack libraries, 
books, or even a set of encyclope
dias. A related problem is that the 
parents of black children are not as 
vocal or as effective in advocating 
their needs and viewpoints as are 
the white parents. I noticed this 
while I was on the Volusia County 
School Board. I suppose many of 
the black parents probably felt that 
trying to argue their point of view 
would be futile. This has to be 
changed. And finally, there is the 
drastic lack of attention and posi
tive reinforcement that black 
youngsters suffer at their schools. 
Blacks often sense rejection, al
though sometimes they are unable 
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"Black colleges must meet the test that all other· schools must 
meet if we are to survive. We must have more than just 
blackness to sustain us. We must have quality." 

to conceptualize or articulate it. But 
this non-acceptance may make 
them shrug and say, "What's the 
use." This attitude heightens any 
difficulties present in the learning 
process. Our job at Bethune
Cookman is to take these young 
people whose potential has been 
largely untapped, and bring them 
to where they ought to be. As Jesse 
Jackson says, "The potential is 
there, the ability is there, but they 
are late bloomers ." 

Is it possible that the fear of isolation 
in white schools is what prompts many 
young black people to choose Bethune
Cookman, and other black colleges? 

Not entirely. Some come be
cause their parents finished here . 
Others come because they prefer 
the overall environment. They may 
never have considered a white 
school. And, of course, some may 
have already experienced isolation 
at a white school-and come here 
looking for a supportive communi
ty. It doesn' t mean that everyone 
stays once they arrive . We had to 
dismiss 113 students for poor aca
demic performance last semester. 
We want to give serious students a 
chance, but if they want to party 
rather than study, they have to 
accept the consequences. 

Does Bethune-Cookman have an 
intensive recruiting program? 

We do emphasize recruitment at 
some levels. Certainly our alumni 
will tend to recruit informally for 
us. They can' t give a lot of money, 
but can send us students, especial
ly the ones they teach in black high 
schools in Florida. And the alumni 
preach the values of our school. In 
another vein, we have the annual 
Bethune-Cookman-Florida A&M 
football game. As many as 50,000 

people from around the state at
tend. This is an excellent recruit
ment opportunity. Young people 
visit and see our students doing 
their thing, and they say, "Hey, I 
want to be a part of that rhythm." 
We also have events to address the 
concerns of high-achieving stu
dents, the National Merit scholars 
and others who will help bolster 
our drive toward greater academic 
excellence at Bethune-Cookman. If 
we can get the money to bring in 
strong black faculty, upgrade our 
capital program and recruit gifted 
black students, this will enable us 
to compete for the same black 
students the white schools want. 

You have a number of white stu
dents , and foreign non-black students . 
How well do they do compared with 
black students? 

They tend to be academically 
high-achieving students. 

Why do they come here? 

They come to BCC primarily for 
our technology programs. Some 
want our nursing studies program 
in which we offer a four-year 
degree. Others come for our medi
cal technology program, which is 
fully accredited. Still others come 
for our computer science program. 
Most of our white students live off 
campus and commute to class. 

What are black colleges doing-and 
planning to do-to ensure their long
term survival? And will black colleges 
eventually become a place where black 
high school graduates come only for 
remedial ed uca ti on? 

Our first priority must be long
range planning to bring in more of 
the higher-motivated students. 
That's not to say we will ignore the 

marginal students whose talents 
often blossom later. We can docu
ment many cases. of students com
ing to Bethune-Cookman with 
very low scores-and later becom
ing very high achievers in both 
college and later life . But I do think 
we've got to program more for the 
high-achieving students. We can 
set the tone for the whole campus 
in this way, and improve the 
standards for all. The stronger the 
students you graduate and send 
into society, the stronger your 
school's image becomes. Happily, 
BCC has sent out some strong 
students who are now doctors. We 
have Dr. Fair who is chief of staff at 
a Detroit hospital. We have 
mayors, industry leaders, entre
preneurs, and many teachers. We 
must rely on the reputation and 
help of these alumni to help us 
attract black students who might 
otherwise go to the University of 
Florida. We're no longer compet
ing just with Morehouse and 
Spellman and other black schools. 
The young black mind is not the 
same black mind that emerged in 
the 1960s, simply spouting off its 
blackness. Young black people 
today are very rightly concerned 
about their futures, and meeting 
the challenges presented by an era 
of technology, science and re
search. These young black people 
want a place to go where they can 
meet this challenge in a support
ive, yet stimulating, environment. 
We believe that Bethune-Cook
man College is well prepared to 
meet that challenge. o 
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by Montieth Illingworth 

os Angeles' Pico Bou
levard is a study in 
contrasts. Its western 
end moves through a 
largely white, middle
class section of Santa 
Monica . And at the 

other end is an area called Pico 
Union which has come to symbol
ize cultural transition. 

Koreans moved into Pico Union 
in the early 1970s, prospered and 
most have since left the area. 
Beginning in the 1980s, the Kore
ans were replaced by a growing 
tide of refugees fleeing political 
violence in El Salvador and Guate
mala . 

About the same time, the Rev. 
Fernando Benjamin Santillana and 
his wife, Teresa, arrived in Pico 
Union. He had just become the 
pastor of nearby Pico Rivera United 
Methodist Church, his first pastor
ate since graduating from the 
Methodist seminary in Claremont, 
California. 

Within a year, Mr. S ntillana and 
his congregation became im
mersed in what would come to be 
known as "sanctuary" ministry
providing a safe haven for those 
Central American refugees who 
could not remain in their wartorn 
homelands . The Pico Rivera 
Church gave shelter, food and 
spiritual support to the refugees . In 
1985, Santillana helped create a base 
Christian community center in the 
Pico Union area called " Adelante," 
to help the refugees . 

"Adelante" is a Spanish word 
that means "going forth." It is a 
word that aptly sums up the lives 
of Fernando and Teresa Santillana, 
who emigrated a generation ago to 
the United States from Peru . 
Today, after solidifying a sanctuary 
ministry in Pico Union, the Santil
lanas are scheduled to return to 
their native Peru to serve as Meth-

After 27 years in the U.S. , Fernando and Teresa Santillana are going back to 
their native Peru as UMC missionaries. 
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odist missionaries . 
"We always hoped we could go 

back and do something for the 
church and community in Peru," 
said Mr. Santillana. "Now we have 
something to offer, our experience 
in the U.S., and most importantly, 
our belief in the value of social and 
religious freedom." 

That conviction lies at the heart 
of their sense of mission. It is a 
regard for what Mrs. Santillana 
refers to as "vivencia," the experi
ence of everyday life, which for too 
many people in Central and South 
America, is cruel. Yet the Santil
lanas have not returned to Peru 
simply to observe the "vivencia" of 
others; their mission in Peru is to 
help enrich and improve spiritual 
and material lives . 

Their three-year assignment will 
be rich with challenges and oppor
tunities to do just that. Fernando 
Santillana will teach extension 
courses for pastors and lay workers 
at the seminary in the capital city of 
Lima. His goal is to develop leader
ship skills and expand educational 
opportunities . Teresa will work 
with women and children in the 
"barriadas," the shantytown 
slums, developing outreach and 
work programs. 

"Women come down from the 
Andes mountains with no educa
tion or skills," Teresa explained . "I 
want to emphasize self-help, using 
the resources they have at hand, all 
through building connections with 
other churches." 

ernando and Teresa' s 
return to Peru is just 
one more part of a 
journey together that 
began at a Methodist 
youth center in Lima. 
Fernando was born in 

Callao, Peru, 47 years ago; the year 
his father moved the family to Lima 
where he worked as a laborer. In 

" I saw 
a way 

in which 
the church 

could 
assume a 

real 
commitment 

and not 
just 

provide 
charity." 

1960, Fernando met Teresa, and 
shortly thereafter, emigrated to the 
U.S. and joined the Air Force. While 
on leave in 1965, he returned to Peru 
to marry Teresa and bring her back 
to their new home in the U.S. 

ith an elec
tronics degree 
and a new job 
as a field engi
neer with an 
oil company, 
Fernando left 

the service in 1969. Ten years, three 
children, two jobs, a business 
degree later, he made the decision 
to enter the ministry. 

"Actually, ever since I was 25 I 
wanted to work for the church at 
some level. Over the years, that 
commitment became stronger, but 
with marriage, family and career, I 
always foun d a good reason to put 
it off," he said. 

It was his collision with libera
tion theology in the mid 1970s that 
did the trick. Fernando was deeply 
moved by a book on that subject by 
a Peruvian theologian. "I saw a 
way in which the church could 
assume a real commitment, and 
not just provide charity," he re
called. In liberation theology, pov
erty is a sin, and the church has to 
confront that sin with more than 
just charity." 

Fernando then connected the 
meaning of liberation theology with 
his native Peru, the poverty he had 
seen and known there. "Eventually, 
I realized that what liberation theol
ogy said was not new, just what 
Jesus had said in the Bible, but in a 
new context. That was the push I 
needed," he said. 

The Santillanas' ministry with 
Central American refugees was the 
first practical application of those 
beliefs. It started by chance in 1981 
when both Santillanas accidentally 
discovered an undocumented Sal-
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vadoran refugee living in the ga
rage of a neighbor. She was living 
with her ten-month-old baby and 
could use the kitchen and bath
room in the adjoining house only at 
certain times. "At that point, we 
weren' t giving sanctuary so much 
as responding to someone in 
need," said Fernando. 

hat response involved 
the entire Pico Rivera 
congregation in pro
viding food, shelter, 
clothing and money. 
Eventually, through 
word of mouth, Pico 

Rivera Methodist Church became 
known as a place where refugees 
were welcomed and safe . In 1982, 
the congregants made it official: 
they voted officially to become one 

of the nation's earliest " sanctuary 
churches." 

Pico Rivera became the most 
active sanctuary church in south
ern California. Refugee families 
moved into the church, support 
funds flowed in from national 
UMC agencies . In all, 59 refugee 
families passed through the 
church. "The membership decided 
recently to take a break for a 
while," said Fernando. 

In 1985, the Santillanas decided 
to establish Adelante, still the only 
such United Methodist base com
munity center in the U.S. It is 
modeled on the base Christian 
communities started in Brazil, 
which are designed to provide 
spiritual solace to the peasants, as 
well as to empower them to help 

bring about social change. "The 
role of the pastor, explained Fer
nando, "is to allow the people to 
empower themselves." 

With 130 members, Adelante 
holds weekly Bible reflection 
meetings, a Sunday worship serv
ice and prepares children for con
firmation. But like its counterparts 
in Latin America, it also tends to 
"vivencia." A women's club meets 
to discuss community problems, 
and immigration laws are ex
plained, particularly regarding the 
recent federal amnesty program for 
undocumented aliens. Job training 
and placement is also offered. 

In many ways, the Santillanas' 
work at Adelante is preparation for 
what they hope to accomplish in 
Peru. They hope to serve as Chris-
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tian agents for empowerment for 
Peruvians still mired in poverty 
and hopelessness. Both Fernando 
and Teresa recognize the struggle 
that lies ahead. The Peruvian gov
ernment, along with right-wing 
elements, will not be sympathetic 
to their mission. And the govern
ment' s low-level guerrilla war in 
the mountains is forcing thousands 
of refugees into Lima, the very 
people the Santillanas will proba
bly minister to . 

Still, says Fernando, "We won' t 
refrain from what we believe in. 
We will do what our faith calls us to 
do." 0 

Montieth Illingworth is a free lance 
writer based in New York City . 

PERU AT A GLANCE 

Peru is a South American nation of 
over 20 million people, exception
ally diverse in languages, culture, 
races and geography. It has not 
only a long Pacific coast but also 
jungles and the overpowering 
Andes mountain range, which 
runs the length of the country. 

Peru is primarily an agricultural 
nation, but it is also mineral-rich, 
and a leading exporter of fish. Yet 
nearly half of Peru' s population 
lives at barely subsistence level, 
and almost 30 percent of Peruvian 
adults are illiterate . Continuing 
peasant migration to Lima and 
other cities have created that urban 
slum phenomenon common all 
over Latin America known as 
"barriada." It is to the residents of 
these squalid shantytowns that the 
Rev. Fernando Santillana and his 
wife, Teresa, will minister. 

Methodism arrived in Peru in 
1877, with the school-church 
projects 0f the Rev. William Taylor. 

The Methodist Church in Peru, 
which has 5,000 members, became 
autonomous in 1970, and focuses 
much of its energy on the youth of 
Peru, who will help shape its future . 
Today, a great many young Peruvi
ans still lack access to education 
which could help better their lives. 

With the posting of the Santil
lanas to Peru, the General Board of 
Global Ministries' World Division 
currently has six missionaries sta
tioned in Peru. Among the other 
Advance projects that the Board is 
supporting in Peru is an expanding 
ministry of outreach and evangeli
zation toward the Quechua and 
Aymara Indians of central Peru. 
The project is being carried out by 
the Methodist Church in Peru, 
according to the Rev. Alford Al
phonse, World Division secretary 
for Peru. A young Peruvian Meth
odist pastor is working with indig
enous leadership to develop this 
ministry. o 

BASE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 

Base Christian Communities 
(BCCs), which emerged through
out Latin America during the mid-
1960s, began as a way of making 
the Bible accessible to the people, 
particularly rural peasants and the 
disenfranchised poor in the cities. 
In 1968, the Latin American Roman 
Catholic bishops formally affirmed 
their commitment to the BCCs. 
Bible study groups, led by priests, 
nuns and catechists, were formed 
throughout the region, especially 
in Brazil. 

In many parts of Latin America 

The Santillanas and their teenage children 
look forward to their new life in Lima . 

today, Base Christian Communi
ties now cut across confessional 
lines with Roman Catholics and 
Protestants studying the Scriptures 
together. Many Christians who 
participate, reflecting on the Scrip
tures for the first time in their lives, 
discover parallels between biblical 
times and the problems they face 
today. In light of the biblical texts, 
people worshiping and studying in 
the BCCs can address their own 
problems and seek a course of 
action for justice that is scripturally 
rooted. o 
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Misty is ten. She has no sight in one 
eye and only 50 percent in the 
other. In two years she may be 
blind. Living in government-sub
sidized housing, there are few 
bright spots in Misty' s life. Last 
summer she did enjoy a week at 
church camp. 

Susan (not her real name) mar
ried in her early teens to escape an 
alcoholic mother and her boy
friends . Today, Susan lives in the 
same housing project that Misty 
lives in. 

Tiney Dixon moved there with 
her children to be near her hus
band's work. " It was lonely living 
in the country, and my husband 
gone all day," said Tiney. 

Misty, Susan, Tiney and her 
family, all live in the Hillcrest
Bruce public housing complex in 
Ashland, Kentucky. All came to 
Ashland for differen t reasons, but 
they all discovered quickly that life 
in this small 
Kentucky 
city would 
not solve all 
their prob
lems. 

For Tiney 
Dixon, mov
ing into the 
Bruce apartment building soon 
presented new difficulties . Her 
family income, like that of Misty' s 
and Susan's, was less than $190 a 
month . Rent consumed nearly $50 
of that. Food stamps didn' t cover 

By Linda P. Young 

Hillcrest-Bruce 
Methodist Center 
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paper products or toiletries. And 
the medical card wouldn' t pay for 
all needed medicines. Add to that 
the cost of bus fare and laundry at 
75 cents a load, and there just 
wasn't enough money. For Tiney 
Dixon, life in the city wasn't what 

she imagined it would be. 
Indeed, Ashland, nes

tled between the Ohio 
River and the Kentucky 
hills, is a small city with 
several big-city problems. 
Ashland is part of the 

Huntington, West Virginia metro
politan area. Industry (Ashland 
Oil, Armco Steel and the C & 0 
Railroad) entices people from the 
surrounding rural counties of 
Ohio, West Virginia and Kentucky 
with the promise of jobs. All too 
often, those high-paying jobs 
never materialize or vanish quick
ly. But many of the newcomers 
remain in Ashland anyway; mak
ing do with what they can find. 

Some, like Tiney, Misty and 
Susan , f i nd 
homes in the 

Hillcrest-Bruce 
public housing 
complex. Trying to 

make a new life in 
the city can be an 

alienating, frightening and lonely 
enterprise . 

Fortunately for Tiney, a neigh
bor invited her to a bingo game 
held at the Hillcrest-Bruce Meth
odist Center. Then located in a 
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three-bedroom apartment rented 
by the Kentucky Annual Confer
ence, the center serves as an 
outreach ministry to the 1,500 
people who live in the Hillcrest
Bruce complex and the surround
ing neighborhood. 

Shy Tiney began visiting the 
center regularly. She enjoyed the 
games with prizes of soap, person
al items and cleaning supplies. The 
warm atmosphere of the center 
made it a refuge for her, and soon 
she began attending nutrition 
classes taught by a local county 
extension agent at the center. "I 
learned to fix meals I thought my 
family would never eat, but they 
did," said Tiney. 

Her children, too, became im
mersed in the center' s after-school 
activities that include crafts, field 
trips, movies, sports and a tutoring 
program. The Hillcrest-Bruce 
Methodist Center occupied an im
portant part of the Dixon family 
life . After attending the afternoon 
Sunday School at the center, the 
Dixons soon joined the Christ 
United Methodist church in Ash
land, one of several United Meth
odist congregations that helps 
support the center. 

As Tiney Dixon sampled all the 
programs (the exercise class , 
health seminars, sewing classes, 
craft sessions, and Bible study 
classes), this unassuming woman 
from the countryside blossomed 
into a self-confident, vibrant per-

"We want the 
people to feel 

it is their 
program and 
they make 

it work." 

sonality. She was named to the 
center's Board of Directors. Tiney 
became a fixture at the center; 
always there to help when needed, 
share a cup of coffee or listen to the 
hurts of others. 

By the time Hillcrest-Bruce Unit
ed Methodist Ministries moved to 
its own fully-equipped building in 
the fall of 1985, Tiney had given up 
her spot on the center's board to 
be ome its supervisor of building 
and grounds. 

"Tiney is just one of the Hill
crest-Bruce success stories," says 
Laura Blackard, director of the 
center and a Church and Commu
nity Worker assigned by the Na
tional Program Division of the 
General.Board of Global Ministries. 
"A lot of other programs do the 
same thing we do for Tiney and 
others, but they focus on one 
thing. We try to offer a variety and 
do God's work. We want the 
people to feel it is their program 
and they make it work." 

Above all, the center seeks to 
help empower the people to enjoy 
more satisfying, fulfilling lives . 
Many, like Tiney Dixon , have been 
disadvantaged and lack access to 
education . Just as important , 
though, the center provides a joy
ous spiritual oasis. 

Every day at the center is a full 
one for Blackard and three part
time staff members. The first van 
load in the morning brings the 
pre-school classes, followed by 
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Some babies end up tagging along with their mothers who attend nutrition classes . 

public school kindergarten. The 
van runs several times throughout 
the day, bringing adults unable to 
walk to the center. Several times 
weekly, Blackard drives people to 
doctor's appointments, and after 
school and during weekends the 
van is used for children's and 
youth activities. 

Blackard directs a loyal and 
committed staff willing "to work 
for peanuts," as she put it. Susan 
Little coordinates the center's tu
toring program. Several adult vol
unteers from area United Method
ist churches come to the center to 
help children with school work or 
help adults with preparation for 
their General Equivalency Degree 
exams. Tutoring is an important 
part of the center's programming 
because educational achievement 
is viewed as a means of escaping 
poverty. 

Ministry with children is another 
key component of the center's 
service. Young Misty attended 
church camp last summer with 
several others from the neighbor
hood. Her expenses were paid by 
contributions from local Methodist 
congregations. 

Misty summed up her experi
ences this way: "There's lots of 
people worse off than me, so I'll be 

thankful. At camp, I learned that 
God just plain loves you and that's 
it in a nutshell. People always tell 
me I'll go blind, but it's like they tell 
us at the center, ' trust God to do 
His best thing for you ."' 

This thriving community min
istry is just one of many more like it 
around the country, according to 
the Rev. Elaine Barnes, executive 
secretary for Church and Commu
nity Ministries of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. Cur
rently, there are 52 church and 
community workers nationwide in 
service for the Board. 

According to Barnes, all but a 
few of those 52 workers are as
signed to individual projects like 
the Hillcrest-Bruce Center. The 
programs they are assigned to are 
almost always in areas of radical 
transition or poverty, or both, she 
added. 

The Church and Community 
Ministries program is administered 
by the National Program Division, 
one of seven program units of the 
General Board of Global Ministries . 
Workers are assigned by the Divi
sion following identification of 
need by an annual conference or 
local church coalition, Barnes said. 
An application and proposal are 
made, followed by a site visit by 
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National Division staff, and even
tual funding. A church and com
munity worker's salary is generally 
shared by the Board and the local 
sponsor. 

"This program is vital and 
unique in that it helps promote 
linkage between the resources of 
the church and the needs of the 
local communities," observed 
Barnes. 

And that kind of partnership is 
flourishing in Ashland, Kentucky, 
a growing metropolitan area and a 
place of poverty and transition. In 
its short history, the Hillcrest
Bruce Methodist Center has be
come a special place to many 
people. In its 15 years, it has 
expanded from a four-room space 
to a 4,000-square-foot building, 
from serving 50 people a week to 
over 200. Families have joined 
churches in the community, a 
neighborhood "watch" is thriving, 
and a tenants' association founded 
with the help of the center has 
made important strides for neigh
borhood residents. Recently, side
walks were built following the 
association's grievance, stemming 
from an accident involving a car 
and a resident strolling her baby. 

"We've achieved a lot," mused 
Laura Blackard. "We've paid about 
$125,000 on our building, the result 
of gifts from individuals and 
churches in the district who sup
port us. But we still owe $25,000 
and we struggle to meet the 
monthly payroll. We still need 
more volunteers and lots of 
prayer," she said. 

Yet there are even loftier dreams 
ahead: Hillcrest-Bruce Center 
yearns for a medical and dental 
center; Tiney Dixon wants to go to 
college, and Misty wants to be a 
teacher . There are still other 
dreams, some unrealized, many to 
be fulfilled here. Showing Christ's 
love by fulfilling needs and en
couraging dreams is the mission of 
Hillcrest-Bruce Ministries. o 

Linda P. Young is a free lance writer 
based in Corbin, Ky. 
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(Con't from page 6) 
VASHTI SAVED. The United Methodist 
Children and Family Services, which 
operates two residential child-care 
facilities in Cedartown, Georgia , 
added a third in South Georgia on 
September 1 when it assumed 
management of the Vashti Center in 
Thomasville . The co-ed center, which 
has been in existence since 1903, 
offers therapeutic treatment to 
troubled youth and children. On July 
21, Vashti board of directors voted 
to discontinue programming due to a 
decrease in federal funding. 
Salvaged by the GBGM's Women's 
Division, the facility is now 
operated by GBGM's National Program 
Division. 

RACIAL BIAS. Charges of racial 
discrimination by officials of 
United Methodism's Baltimore Annual 
Conference, touched off in 1985 by a 
widely publicized church trial and 
conviction of a black minister on 
allegations of sexual harassment, 
have flared anew. Some conference 
clergy and lay persons claim that 
the earlier case of The Rev . John P. 
Carter would have been handled ---
differently if he were white. Mr . 
Carter is now serving as pastor of a 
church in Baltimore after a two-year 
suspension. The conviction was twice 
upheld on appeals to higher church 
bodies. 

Early in August a group signing as 
"United Methodists for a Just 
Church" charged in an open letter to 
Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel that he and 
the conference had handled quite 
differently the case of a white 
minister charged in civil court with 
sexually molesting a boy in 
confirmation class . In the present 
case, Th~ Rev. Clifford LJoyd, 63, 
who pleaded guilty to then charge in 
civil court and is awaiting 
sentencing, asked for and received 
retirement by mail ballot after the 
close of the 1987 annual conference 
session. The pending civil charges 
were not mentioned. 

The Rev . Walter Zabel, Baltimore 
conference secretary, told a 

reporter that Mr . Lloyd had earned 
the right to retirement and the 
inclusion of information about the 
civil court charges in the letter 
accompanying the ballot was 
unnecessary. The retirement was 
overwhelmingly approved by the 
conference's 732 ministerial 
members. The Re_~. Frank L. Williams, 
retired pastor of Asbury UMC in 
Washington, D.C . , and president of 
United Methodists for a Just 
Society, told United Methodist News 
Service that "a different position 
has been taken" by conference 
officials toward Mr. Lloyd than 
toward Mr . Carter, against whom five 
women-.. three black and two white 
--filed sexual harassment complaints 
with church officials. When a 
settlement was not negotiated, 
Mr. Carter, who maintained his 
innocence, chose to stand the church 
trial in which he was found guilty 
of violating the Discipline and 
order of the denomination . Bishop 
Yeakel said Mr. Lloyd's retirement 
could not be withheld because of 
pending civil action. However, the 
bi shop added, "retirees as well as 
active members are not beyond 
conference review of worthiness of 
conference membersh i p" and "as soon 
as the civil process is completed , 
we will request the Board of 
Ordained Ministry to determine 
whether his membership in the 
conference will continue . 

'PUPPET REGIME' . Members of 
Zimbabwe's leading denominations say 
conservative _American ~~.~ngelicals 
are using religion as a pretext for 
political organizing against the 
government there . Murombedzi 
Kuc~era, general secretary of the 
Zimbabwe Christian Council, says 
evanqelicals are working toward the 
collapse of the government and 
establishment of _a "puppet regime" 
by South Africa . Reluctant to 
respond publicly, some envangeli ca ls 
say such charges stem from envy of 
their fast-growing church in 
Zimbabwe . 

THIRD WORLD IMPORTER ~ OS3 , a Swi ss 
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Memo 
association which imports Third 
World products and spreads 
information on ~P.£l~..Li!:-.!.rt~£.L~nd 
ecology_ in commerce, marks its 10th 
~rini._~~rsar~ this year. It does fiv; 
million Swiss francs worth of 
business, and has operated in the 
black for the past two years. More 
than a dozen agencies helped launch 
OS3, including several with church 
connections. 

PERSONALIA . Dr. Glenn A. Olds, 
president of Alaska Pacific 
University, was named president of 
the Fetzer Foundation at the annual 
meeting by John E. Fetzer, founder 
and retiring president who will 
become chairman of the board and of 
the executive committee. Olds' 
national and international 
leadership includes service to four 
U.S. presidents: Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon, who 
appointed Olds as U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council .. . . Dr. Geor~ _ _g_.:... 
Megill, a World Division missionary 
and director of pioneer ministry in 
drug rehabilitation for the 
Methodist Church in Brazil, was 
recently named Honorary Citizen of 
the City Council of Teresopolis near 
Rio de Janeiro. Megill and his wife 
June established the first drug 
rehabilitation center of the 
Methodist Church in Brazi l .. .. The 
Rev . Scilla Franco, a missionary 
among the Kaiowa Indians, and I.he 
Rev . Pa~lo de Ta~so de Ol~veira 
Lockmann, a teacher at the Methodist 
Seminary in Sao Paulo, were both 
elected bishops by the Methodist 
Church in Brazil at its general 
conference July 15-23, 1987. Mr . 
Franco will serve Region 5 in 
Campinas, and Mr. Lockmann will 
serve Region 1 in Rio de Janeiro. 
ThEL._Rev . _Poong Ro Ch~, pastor of 
Mid-Hudson Korean United Methodist 
Church in Poughkeepsie, NY, has been 
appointed the first . '.~-~i..!?. . ~.i.Q.!J 
~~~r.!.rit~rr9~nt·~ for a new 
denominational effort to enable 
congregational development among 
Korean- Americans . As mission 
super i nt endent, Mr. Cha will support 
t he deve lopment of new Korean 
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churches, train ministers and 
congregations, and interpret and 
maintain connection within the 
territory. He will begin his new 
assignment October l, 1987 in the 
Eastern Seaboard Korean Provisional 
Mission which includes Boston, 
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, New 
York and New Jersey episcopal 
areas .... Jh~ht_ .. Rev.:.. De~'!lond 
Tutu, Anglican archbishop of South 
Africa and recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, was elected president 
of the All-Africa Conference of 
Churches . The continent-wide 
ecumenical organization also elected 
Jose ChiE!~nq_~, general secretary of 
the Angolan Council of Evangelical 
Churches, as the AACC's general 
secretary, its top staff post. Tutu 
succeeds Walter Makhulu, Anglican 
archbishop of central Africa, who 
resigned in 1985 . Chipenda succeeds 
Maxime Rafransoa, who left his post 
in controversy last November. 

p£ATH$...:.. Ruth .Cox, a retired Women's 
Division missionary, who served in 
India for 41 years, died July 16, 
1987. Ms. Cox was 91 years 
old .. . Bertha Eng~!. a retired 
deaconess who dedicated 35 years to 
the Marcy Center in Chicago, 
including four years prior to her 
commissioning, died at the age of 90 
June 24, 1987 ... t').abell~L. 
Qclf.fith~, a retired World Division 
missionary who served in India for 
44 years, died July 3, 1987 ... 
Do~ot!:li.J:.i tt!.!L. a retired deaconess 
who served in El Paso, Texas, and in 
Pennsylvania, died on August 14, 
1987 at the age of 84 ... ~eon Miller, 
a retired World Division missionary 
who served for 41 years in Costa 
Rica, died on June 24, 1987 ... Laura 
~....:.._ S~robe!, a retired World Division 
missionary, who served in China for 
five years, died April 20, 1987 at 
the age of 96 .. . ~a Stow~!.!. 
~atter1, a Methodist missionary 
surgeon, who served in China and 
Liberia for 30 years, died August 2, 
1987, in Saranac Lake, NY, at the 
age of 93 . . .. ~ab~.L!t~.! teh~ad, a 
retired deaconess who served in 
appointments in Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Nebraks, Texas, Georgia, 
and Kansas, died July 7, 1987 at the 
age of 75 after 36 years of service . 
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The Color of Health 

Charles E. Cole 

My friend Lettie always makes 
herself known. Never afraid to 
speak out, she is a black activist who 
prods and cajoles the white estab
lishment in the community to 
change their ways. Nor does she fail 
to call us, her friends, to account 
when we seem to weaken in our 
fervor for the cause of black rights 
and the needs of poor people. 

When Lettie had a stroke, we 
were depressed. She was a leader 
and a friend and we feared for her 
well-being. I went to see her in the 
hospital. But after I left I knew she 
would never be the same. 

Through good health care and 
her own grit, Lettie made a come
back; she continues to interrupt 
public officials from the back of the 
room and to make seemingly end
less telephone calls on behalf of her 
community projects. 

I won't hazard a guess about the 
cause of Lettie's illness . But I 
surmise that a large part of it was 
her lifestyle . She was a heavy 
smoker. She drank gallons of cof
fee every day, and pushed herself 
well into the night, never stopping 
in her fervor for her cause. 

Lettie, I believe, fell victim to 
what the medical community calls 
"risk factors." A risk factor is 
behavior or a condition that in
creases the chances for illness or 
disease, particularly chronic dis
ease. It could be a kind of diet, 
certain habits, or exposure to 
health hazards like pollutants or 
chemicals. It could be obesity, 
smoking, failure to excercise, alco
hol or drug abuse, social isolation, 
or prolonged stress . 

Lettie was not unusual in that, as 
a black, she was likely to experience 
one or more of these risk factors . 
Nor was she different in being a 
black woman who is struck by 
cardiovascular disease . A task force 
of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) re
ported last year that 41 percent of 
"excess mortality" among black fe-

males can be attributed to cardiovas
cular disease and stroke. 

("Excess mortality," means the 
difference between the number of 
deaths registered in the minority of 
the population and the number that 
would have been expected if that 
segment had been non-minority.) 

Exposure to risk factors is not the 
only threat that American blacks 
experience in seeking wellness . 
Those threats begin before birth. 
Black infant mortality in this coun
try is growing past 18.4 percent 
(white infant mortality is half that) . 

Once born, the black infant faces 
more hurdles. The National Insti
tute of Child Health and Human 
Development reports that "minori
ty children are generally less 
healthy, have higher mortality 
rates, and more mental health 
problems than Caucasian children." 

Suppose that a black baby makes 
it through the early years and 
becomes an adult, the risk factors 
dominate: The second leading 
cause of death among blacks is a 
combination of homicide and acci
dents. Many of these are drug-re
lated, including alcohol-related, 
deaths. According to the DHHS 
minority health study, black males 
stand a chance of being murdered 
at more than six times the probabil
ity of white males . The rate is very 
high for those under age 45. It is 
somewhat less for black females . 

As a black person matures, he or 
she faces other risks. The cancer 
rate for blacks is slightly higher 
than it is for whites, and for 
particular kinds of cancer it is much 
higher. 

Hypertension strikes blacks 
more often than it does others . The 
reasons are not clear, but the facts 
are: hypertension is twice as high 
among blacks as whites. 

The task force reports the lead
ing causes of death among blacks 
as: heart disease and stroke; homi
cide and accidents; cancer; infant 
mortality; cirrhosis; and diabetes . 

These six causes account for 80 
percent of the deaths. 

In comparison, the leading 
causes of death among American 
whites in 1984 were heart disease, 
cancer, stroke (cardiovascular dis
ease), accidents, lung disease, 
pneumonia and influenza. 

Some of the bad news is really 
good news. For example, homicide 
and accidents is a category that is 
amenable to human action. You 
can do something about it. We' re 
not sure whether we can do any
thing about hypertension, at least 
not without more research. But it is 
possible to stop killing people . 

The lifestyle factors are also 
things that can be changed. I hope 
that by now my friend Lettie has 
stopped smoking. Whether she 
has or not, we know that she could. 

Access to health care poses a 
more difficult problem. The DHHS 
task force estimated that 60,000 
"excess deaths" per year occurred 
because blacks lack proper access 
to medical care . Access means a 
number of things-that a person 
has medical insurance, that the 
health facilities are within reach, 
that quality professional help is 
available and so on. 

The task force report led the 
National Medical Association to 
respond. The NMA is addressing 
the problem of homicide by em
phasizing the preservation of the 
black family. The reason being that 
a large number of homicides occur 
among family and friends . 

The association also is seeking to 
develop facilities for family coun
seling. This effort is related to the 
problems of violence, stress, and 
drug abuse . And the association is 
also working on increasing the 
number of black physicians. 

As for hypertension, Dr. Donald 
R. Ware, a cardiologist in Los 
Angeles, is trying to raise money 
for a national hypertension detec
tion and treatment program. His 
comment is apt, " In order for 
preventive strategies to work, peo
ple have to value their health. But 
black males have been taught not 
to value health as part of their 
socialization process." 

We in the church can support 
these efforts. As Lettie used to say, 
"We don't need more in the amen 
corner-we need you to put your 
bodies on the line ." o 



Books 
WOMEN-CHURCH: Theology and 
Practice of Feminist Liturgical Com
munities 
by Rosemary Radford Ruether 
Harper and Row, San Francisco, 1985. 
$16.95 

This book will not be everyone' s cup 
of tea. To some it may be shocking that 
Rosemary Radford Ruether suggests 
for women a whole new way of ' 'being 
Church" by offering the Women
Church movement as "a community of 
liberation from patriarchy." For most 
secular feminists (some of whom will 
not be readers of this review), her 
commitment to a bibical and theologi
cal grounding in the historic Christian 
church, where, she believes, " in a 
variety of nooks and crannies, the new 
spirit is at work" will make her far too 
conservative . It is this "double dia
logue" that Ruether, professor of the
ology at Garrett-Evangelical Theologi
cal Seminary, takes on in this " radical" 
and often affecting work. 

Ruether begins with an historical 
overview of the tension which has 
always occurred between the two 
models of church as historic institution 
and church as spirit-filled community. 
(No wonder the confusion today when 
Americans of different points of view 
speak of " the Nicaraguan Church.") 

While acknowledging that errors can 
occur in each, her research allows her 
to conclude that the institution has 
seldom been able to accommodate to 
the spirit- filled movements (note the 
beginnings of Methodism), most of 
which implied the breaking down of 
clerical caste systems and a different 
place for women. "The 'ecclesia' of 
patriarchy is a story of promise and 
betrayal," she says. 

Pointing to the Exodus experience as 
the key paradigm for God's liberation 
of Israel, she describes Women
Church (in the stream of Latin Ameri
can ' 'base-churches" ) as the Christian 
expression of this stage of women's 
faith and experience: "an authentic 
community of exodus from the root 
expression of oppression." 

In contrast to some other women 
writers who express dissatisfaction 
with sexism in the church, Ruether 
offers some hints-and hopes-for an 
ecclesiology of Women-Church and 
the liturgies and rituals that would give 
expression to it. It is in these new 
approaches that women readers will 
decide-not without considerable 
struggle, I should think-whether the 
model they have known best claims 
their own identity. 

Ruether' s critique of clericalism in-

eludes giving back to the people what 
was falsely taken from them, so that 
ministry of function, rather than au
thority, will pervade all aspects of 
community life (teaching, liturgical 
creation, community organizing, spir
itual counselling, and leading in sacra
mental action). 

Over half the book includes a won
drous array of women's rituals, uni
quely organized, and many contribut
ed from the life of contemporary 
women's communities. Recasting the 
traditional liturgies of the church (such 
as baptism, penance, and eucharist), 
she both broadens their meanings and 
focuses them. For example, liturgies of 
Word and Sacrament include rites of 
"disaffiliation from patriarchal theolo
gy" (such as Aquinas's writing that 
women are "misbegotten males" and 
Augustine's that women "do not pos
sess the image of God in herself, but 
only when taken together with the 
male who is her head" ) and, in the 
blessing of the bread and cup, the 
apple, as well. 

Ruether takes seriously the healing 
and salvation that marked Jesus' min
istry, linking it with the role of women 
as healers in traditional societies (and 
who frequently were burned as 
"witches" for their success). There
fore, rites for healing from life circum
stances that uniquely affect women's 
lives are developed for those suffering 
from wife battering, rape, abortion or 
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Where world Christians find renewal 
for world tnission 

Welcome to the new OMSC and the first fall program 
in our new facilities in New Haven, Connecticut. 

lent Padilla is OMSC's first seminar 
cader in the new center in New 
iaven , Sep t. 28-0ctobe r 2, 1987. 
~ssociated with the Latin America 
'fission , he is editor of Misl6n and 
:>cneral Secretary of the Latin 
~mcrican Theological Fraternity. 

David Bosch 

" Biblica l Paradigms 
for Miss ion " 

Oct. 6-9 , 1987 

SEPTEMBER 28-0CTOBER 2, 1987 
Mission in the Americas: A Latin American 
Perspective. • Dr. C. Rene Padilla, Latin 
American Theological Fraternity. 

OCTOBER 6-9 
The Mosaic of Mission: Biblical Paradigms for 
Mission Today. • Dr. David J. Bosch, University 
of South Africa. (Begins Tuesday morning.) Co
sponsored by Theological Students Fellowship. 

OCTOBER 12-16 
Church Witness in the Central American 
Maelstrom: The Protestant and Catliolic 
Experience. • Dr. Guillermo Cook, CELEP, Costa 
Rica, and Rev. William Mullan, M.M., former 
Regional Superior in Central America, co
sponsored by Maryknoll Mission Institute and 
Theological Students Fellowship. 

OCTOBER 26-30 
Popular Religion in America and Beyond: 
A Missionary Challenge.• Dr. Paul G. Hiebert, 
Fuller School of World Mission. Co-sponsored by 
Princeton Seminary Center of Continuing 
Education . 

NOVEMBER 3-6 
Effective Communication with the Folks Back 
Home: A Writing Workshop for Missionaries. 
Robert T. Coote, Assistant to the Director for 
Planning and Development, OMSC. 

NOVEMBER 10-13 
Evangelicals and Roman Catholics in Mission: 
Convergences and Divergences. Rev. Thomas 
F. Stransky, The Paulists. 

NOVEMBER 17-20 
Rich and Poor: The Problem of Affluence In 
Mission. Dr. Jon Bonk, Winnipeg Theological 
Seminary. 

DECEMBER 1-4 
TLC for MK's: Tailoring Learning Conditions 
for Missionary Kids. Dr. Dellanna O'Brien and 
Shirley Torstrick, INTERFACES (International 
Family and Children 's Educational Services). 

Dellanna O 'Brien Shirley Torstrick 

Tuition : • $50 for seminar format courses; these begin 
Monday afternoon and conclude Friday morning. All other 
courses, $35; these begin Tuesday morning and conclude 
Friday morning, with afternoons and evenings free for 
individualized activity. 
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stillbirth, and even rededication of a 
house after a burglary or other vio
lence. 

Other major sections include rituals 
for the cycles of the seasons and for the 
life-cycle itself. Many people are un
aware that ancient religions of the 
Middle East contributed considerably 
to the developing patterns of Jewish 
worship which, in turn, were adapted 
into Christian ritual patterns, and that 
Christianity assimilated many key fes
tivals from the cultures it proselytized 
in the Greco-Roman world. Ruether 
has reclaimed and reshaped them, so 
that All Saint' s Day or Hallowmas 
(from which we get Halloween), offers 
opportunity for a litany for the remem
bered Holocaust of women. "Winter" 
is a liturgy for Christian martyrs killed 
in El Salvador in 1980. An earth day 
celebration exorcises the spirits of 
pollution from earth, air, water and 
society. 

Women have their own cycles: a 
puberty rite for a young woman uti
lizes symbols connected with men
struation and hence of adult, female 
sexual responsibility; covenant cele
brations also include those for a lesbian 
couple; menopause and croning litur
gies affirm the aging process for 
women. 

The book can be somewhat difficult 
to follow for those who want the essay 
material at the outset so that the rituals 
can be selected easily. But that would 
be to short-circuit Ruether' s precise 
intent. The liturgies are only models 
and suggestions intended to expand 
the imagination of those who want to 
act, liturgically, on the theological 
perspective she presents, and it is the 
latter which makes the careful ritual 
reading important. Besides, when 
have you read services whose elements 
included an egg, a ball of yarn, scented 
oil, raisins, a potted plant, flowering 
branches, powder, salt, <>oap, seeds, 
ashes, herbal tea, and lotion, to men
tion only a small number? And when 
have you seen a simple description of 
church architecture that assures ritual 
space for " a crypt, a sauna and cool 
plunge, a work cottage, and the sacred 
center''? 

As a participant in the first national 
Women-Church gathering in Chicago 
in 1983, I eagerly await the 1987 event, 
believing that the movement offers 
opportunity to midwife a transformed 
community in Christ. 

JEANNE A UDREY PoWERS 

Jeanne Audrey Powers is Associate General 
Secretary of The General Commission , 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Con
cerns, in New York 

ABOUT MISSIONS 

Donald E. Struchen 

The Partner Churches in 
Crisis Program 

QUESTION: What happens to money 
donated to an Advance Special project when 
not enough additional money is given to 
complete the work? 

ANSWER: When only a portion of 
the funds needed for a building project 
are donated, we will contact the field 
staff as long as there are enough funds 
to begin the project. If the field staff 
approves the project, funds will be 
released with faith that the remaining 
costs will be met by some of our 
churches. 

However, if the project is not ap
proved, we will contact the donors and 
ask if they wish to reallocate the funds 
to another project that needs funding . 

We would like to have a missionary come 
to speak to our church . How do we go about 
it and what will it cost us? 

Contact your district secretary of 
Global Ministries or your conference 
secretary of Global Ministries. Their 
names are listed in Conference Jour
nals which are distributed to all pas
tors . The district and/or conference 
secretary should have a list of mission
aries and/or mission interpreters of 
various assignments who service your 
jurisdiction. They can also recommend 
a contact person, and give you his/her 
address, telephone number and other 
pertinent information. 

Your costs will include the mission
ary's travel, meals and housing while 
he/she is with you . When making 
arrangements, also ask about the hon
orarium as it will differ depending on 
the speaker. Staff members of the 
General Board of Global Ministries and 
active missionaries do not need hono
rariums. However, a retired or former 
missionary may appreciate a gift to 
augment their limited income. 

Please suggest how we might show 
appreciation to our congregation for their 
support of mission work? 

What a thoughtful idea! We, per
haps, do not show appreciation often 
enough to our church members. I 
recently sent "Bible Book Marks" to 
some of our mission leaders and 
suggested they use them in their bibles 
so that whenever they turn to the 
scriptures, they will read the words: 
"Thanks For Your Mission Interest." 
We can make the book marks available 
as long as our supply lasts. To order 
them, write to me in Room 1405, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. 
Ask for " Bible Book Marks" and tell me 
how many you need. Best of all, they 
are free to you. 

Is anyone still collecting Campbell Soup 
labels? 

When I last checked, Henderson 
Settlement in Frakes, KY 40940, and 
Mccurdy Schools, Box 126, Espanola, 
NM 87532 were collecting them. How
ever, it would be wise to write and 
check before developing a project in 
your church. 

What is the "Partner Churches in 
Crisis" program, and why are we recom
mending it? 

Partner Churches in Crisis is a 
program through which local churches 
may support our overseas churches in 
dire financial need. Due to inflation 
and the high cost of living, Some have 
only one meal per day because there 
isn't money to buy food . Still, many 
more are not paid a salary because their 
churches have little money to contrib
ute . Therefore, we are asking our local 
churches to help by supporting the 
Partner Churches in Crisis program. 
Any donation to Partner Churches in 
Crisis, account #010068--0, will go to 
help our ministry. 

If you have questions about mis
sions, send them to me, Don Struchen, 
Rm. 1405, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115. 
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3EPTEMBER 
:onsultatlon on Church Union Board Meeting; San 
'rancisco; Sept. 13· 15 

ieneral Commission on Religion and Race National 
:Onvocation on Racism; Louisville, KY; Sept. 13-16 

>eaconess and Home Missionary Service Annual Com· 
nittee Meeting; New York; Sept. 15-18 

ieneral Commission on Religion and Race Board 
Aeeting; Louisville, KY; Sept. 17·21 

ieneral Commission on Archives and History; Archives 
1 History Center; Madison, NJ; Sept. 18-20 

Vestern Jurisdiction/Fellowship of Conference Secre· 
3ries of Global Ministries; Denver, CO; Sept. 19·22 

Alsslon Saturation Event; Iowa Conference, Muscatine 
listrict; Sept. 19·24 

CALENDAR 

Mld·West Heartland Area Consultation on Rural Centers; 
Omaha, NB.; Nov. 9-10 

General Board of Pensions Annual Meeting; Williams· 
burg, VA; Nov. 10-12 

Mission Personnel Resources Program Department 
(MPRDP) Introduction to Mission Vocation Event; 

; Nov. 14-20 

Council of Bishops; Michigan Area; Nov. 15·20 

Methodists Associated Representing the Hispanic· 
American Cause (MARCHA); New York, NY; Nov. 20-22 

General Council on Ministries and General Council on 
Finance and Administration Joint Annual Meeting; 
Dayton, Ohio; Nov. 30-Dec. 4 

DECEMBER 
National Mission Leaders' Cont; Miami, FL; Dec. 2·5 

National Committee on Korean American Ministries; 
Miami, FLA., Dec. 7·8 

World Council of Churches Assembly Planning Commit· 
tee Meeting; Geneva, Switzerland; Dec. 7·11 . 

Jubilee '87 (Youth Event), St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 27-Jan: 1. 

lntervarslty Christian Fellowship (Youth Event); Urbana, 
IL., Dec. 27-Jan. 1 

JANUARY 
World Council of Churches' International Consultation on 
Racial Justice; Los Angeles, CA., January 17-21 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Winter 
Meeting ; New York, NY; Jan. 21-23 

National Program Division Mission Development Com· 
mittee; San Juan, Puerto Rico; Jan. 28-30 

Alsslon Saturation Event; Western Pennsylvania Confer- National Mission Leaders' Cont; Atlanta, GA; Dec. 3·6 
mce, Washington District; Sept. 20·24 

~lsslon Saturation Event; Nebraska Conference, Omaha 
listrict; Sept. 20-26 

"orld Council of Churches Executive Committee; Rama
la Capitol Plaza; Atlanta, Ga; Sept. 20-26 

ieneral Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
COSROW) Fall Meeting ; Chicago, IL; Sept. 23-27 

JCTOBER 
ieneral Board of Discipleship Semi-Annual Meeting; 
~ashville , TN; Oct. 5·9 

ieneral Board of Church and Society Fall Meeting; 
lkyline In~ ; Washington, D.C.; Oct. 7-10 

ieneral Board of Higher Education and Ministries 
Aeeting; Stouffer Hotel; Nashville, TN ; Oct. 13-17 

ieneral Commission on Christian Unity and lnterreli· 
1ious Concerns Annual Meeting; location to be deter
nined; Oct. 15·17 

ieneral Board of Global Ministries Annual Meeting; New 
fork; Oct. 16-24 

illsslon Enrichment Event, Troy Conference; White River 
!unction, VT; Oct. 17 

illsslon Enrichment Event, Troy Conferenc~Dr . John 
md Mrs. Betty Johannaber speaking on "Our Mission in 
V1oscow"; Troy, NY; Oct. 18 

Jnlted Methodist Communications Annual Meeting; 
~ashville , TN ; Oct. 22·24 

;eneral Board of Publication Annual Meeting ; Nashville, 
fN; Oct. 27-28 

'eneral Assembly of the United Evangelical Church of 
:cuador; Quito, Ecuador; October 31-November 2 

~OVEMBER 
ieelth and Welfare Ministries Consultation on Death and 
)ying; Church Center for the U.N.; New York; Nov. 4·6 

Women's Division New Officer's Training Event; New 
York; Dec. 4 

Women's Division Mission Fair; New York; Dec. 4 

Commission on Pan-Methodist Cooperation; Atlanta, 
GA; Dec. 7·9 

To HAVE YouR M 1ss10N E VENT OR MEETING LISTED IN 

THE NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CALENDAR, SEND DETAILS 

To: CALENDAR EDITOR, NEW WoRLD OUTLOOK, R ooM 

1349, 475 R IVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK , NEW YORK 

10115. MATERIALS M usT BE RECEIVED FouR 

MoNTHs PR10R To THE DATE(Sl OF THE E vENT(S). 

Available November 1, 1987 

Make the Prayer Calendar 
your Christmas gift to family, 
friends, pastor, colleagues -
and join many thousands of 
other United .Methodists who 
use the Prayer Calendar 
daily as a guide in devotions. 

The Prayer Calendar offers: 

• spiritual growth through meditations and prayers 

• guidance in daily prayer for missionaries. deaconesses and short-term 
workers on their birthdays and for mission projects of The United 
Methodist Church around the world 

• further links to mission through names of heads of colleague churches 
overseas. directors and staff of the General Board of Global Ministries. 
retired workers 

• maps to help locate areas of mission 

Order your copies now from: 
Service Center. General Board of Global Ministries 
7820 Reading Road. Caller No. 1800 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45222-1800 

Cost $3.50 plus postage and handling. 
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VIEWPOINT 

James Mase Ault 

'The wee came 
into being to meet 
human need ... 

ship, conceived in 1937, but inter
rupted by the war in 1939, was 
never broken, though its members 
were on both sides of the great 
conflict. 

In 1946 this Christian fellowship 
· was renewed. And with this re

newal, five units, which are a part 
of the life, witness and service of 
the World Council of Churches, 
came into being to meet human 
need and restore the institutional 
life of churches. 

1. Ecumenical Refugee Com
mission. Work done by this agency 
had already begun to benefit more 
than 9 million displaced persons in 
Europe. It was hoped that the 
Refugee Commission need not be a 
permanent arm of the wee. 
Clearly, this was a misplaced hope, 

One day while serving as a student because today it is estimated that 
pastor at a crossroads community there are between 12 and 18 million 
in upstate New York, there came to refugees seeking work, indepen-
me by rural delivery a book carton. dence, self-respect and hope for 
Opening it, I discovered a volume ·the future . 
containing the preparatory papers 2. Ecumenical Church Loan 
for the First Assembly of the World Fund. This unit was established to 
Council of Churches in 1948. The help in the rebuilding of churches 
book, Man's Disorder and God's and church institutions destroyed 
Design, was a gift from The Meth- by war. While this agency still does 
odist Church, with the personal these things, the present agenda is 
card of Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, to create self-reliance and confi-
one of the presidents of the World dence through making loans rather 
Council of Churches (WCC). than grants to churches, which 

From the first reading of that when repaid will form a revolving 
book until the writing of this piece, loan fund. 
my life has been inspired and 3. Ecumenical Institute at Bos-
informed by the mission and var- sey. At the end of World War II, the 
ied ministries of the WCC. From most urgent need was for Christian 
the beginning, The United Meth- leadership. The Ecumenical Insti-
odist Church has been committed tute at Bossey came into being and 
to the ecumenical ministry of wit- continues to this day to provide 
ness and service through the long- and short-term programs 
GBGM. for the education and training of 

Last January, I was in Geneva, clergy and laity. 
Switzerland for a meeting of. the 4. Christian Commission on In-
WCC Central Committee on which ternational Affairs. Given the po-
l have served since 1980. In addi- litical breakdown between the na-
tion to caring for the functions tions of Europe, the Christian 
assigned to this 147-member rep- Commission on International Af-
resentative body, there was a time fairs emerged to address the issues 
for celebration. We remembered · of war and peace. It continues to 
with thanksgiving the emergence this day with an enlarged and 
of the World Council of Churches ever-changing agenda . 
from the ashes of World War II, 40 5. Youth Department. The waste 
years ago. of young lives in war and its 

As one poster read, "The guns of aftermath called for a ministry by 
war had been stilled; cities and and for youth. 
towns were in ruins . Lives were In the midst of our celebration of 
shattered. Countless refugees and the beginnings of the World Coun-
misplaced persons were hungry cil of Churches, two personal expe-
and homeless." The churches re- riences came to mind. They oc-
sponded. The ecumenical fellow- · curred when the Central Commit-
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tee was meeting in Dresden, a city 
in the German Democratic Repub
lic, a country behind the "Iron 
Curtain," during the summer of 
1981. 

On a Saturday, the host commit
tee planned a boat excursion on the 
Elbe River for all those related to 
the WCC; an ordinary experience 
in anticipation but extraordinary in 
its outcome. As the boat moved 
down river, church people along 
the route had been alerted to our 
coming. As we approached a town 
or village the church bells pealed 
their welcome, crowds of Chris
tians gathered on the river bank to 
greet us, women waved their white 
aprons, children their white hand
kerchiefs and men joined in the 
waving of white bed sheets. These 
simple acts of Christian hospitality 
moved us deeply. The sounds of 
the bells and the presence of the 
people reminded me once again of 
the significance of the World 
Council of Churches as a move-

. . . and to restore the 
institutional life of 
churches.' 
ment of reform, renewal and hope. 

The next day I visited an Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in the 
outskirts of Dresden. After morn
ing worship, where I had preached 
to a congregation of Lutherans and 
Methodists, I was invited to meet 
with the youth during a luncheon 
fellowship . At one point in the 
conversation they said to me 
through an interpreter, "We have 
been praying for you to come. We 
have been waiting for you to come. 
Now that you are here, we want 
you to know that the World Coun
cil of Churches is our window on 
the world ." "Window on the 
World" is a good image for millions 
across the earth, especially in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, for 
whom the World Council of 
Churches is a continuing sign of 
redemption and freedom, renewal 
and hope. o 

James Mase Ault is bishop of the Pittsburgh 
Area of The United Methodist Church. 



The sPirit is alive 
in Africa in the hearts and minds 
of Young PeoPle. 

See and hear about their 
dream to have their own university 

and seminary. 

A CATCH THE SPIRIT TELEVISION SPECIAL. 
SEE IT ON THE CBN CABLE NETWORK 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 AT 9:30 PM ET. 

Brought to you by grants from the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry, United Methodist 
Communications, the Park Avenue Methodist 
Church Trust Fund (NY), the Western North Carolina 
and the Southwest Texas Annual Conferences 
of The United Methodist Church. 

Watch for information on 
CATCH THE SPIRIT SPECIALS 
in November and December 



"Don't count your children 
until th~ measles have passed." 

That's the proverb of mothers in many countries of the 
world. Basic immunization against measles, diptheria, 
polio, tetanus, and whooping cough could save 35 million 

. . children who die needlessly each year. Won't you help? 

Child Immunization #982400-7 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
Advance GCFA, Room 1439 

General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
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