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World Methodist Conference. More than 
3200 Methodists from around the world 
gathered in Nairobi, Kenya, July 
23-29 for the 15th World Methodist 
Conference, the first such qathering 
ever held outside Europe or the U.S. 
Using the theme, "Christ Jesus, God's 
'Yes' for the World, representatives 
from the 54 member bodies shared in 
am impressive opening communion 
service, marched through the streets 
of Nairobi to an open air worship 
service, and listened to nearly two 
dozen speakers. These included South 
African Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, World Council of Churches 
General Secretary Emilio Castro, 
prison ministry leader Charles 
Colson, WMC executive committee chair 
Bishop William R. Cannon, and UM 
Bishop Leontinel<elly. Bible study 
was conducted by the Rev. Donald 
English, who came to Nairobi directly 
from taking part in the royal wedding 
in London. The World Methodist Peace 
Prize was presented to Sir Alan and 
Lady Winifred Walker of Australia. 
The World Methodist Council, the 
500-member parent body of the 
Conference, voted a statement on 
South Africa callinq for 
comprehensive, mandatory, monitored 
economic sanctions as well as the 
release of Nelson Mandela and a 
number of other actions. Named to 
head the Council for the next five 
years was Presiding Bishop Lawi 
lmathiu of the Methodist Church of 
Kenya. General Secretary Joe Hale of 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., was--reeleCfed 
as was treasurer John R. Harper of 
Philadelphia. The new presidium is 

made up of Bishop Isaias Gutteriez of 
Chile; AMEZ Bishop William M. Smith 
of Mobile, Ala.; the Rev. Ph'Yllis 
Guthardt, president of the New 
Zealand Methodist Church; Ms. Sinta 
Sintorus of Indonesia; Melitta 
Tenner, a medical doctor from East 
Germany; A.B. Archer of the Bahamas; 
and UM Bishop Ben Oliphint of 
Houston; Charles-Boayue, the youth 
representative from Liberia; and WFMW 
president Edith Minq. The original 
slate for the presidium included only 
one woman; it was reworked to make it 
more inclusive. Frances M. Alguire, a 
UM from Downer's Grove, TTl., heads 
the North American section; UM Bishop 
L. Bevel Jones III of Charlotte, 
~C., is a vice-president. 

WFMW. More than 300 women from around 
the world attended the July 13-20 
meeting of the World Federation of 
Methodist Women in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Using the theme of Kukua Katika 
Kristo (Growing in Christ), the women 
heard a keynote address by Sarah 
Nkele Matlahare of South Africa, 
other addresses by two speakers from 
Kenya and bible study led by a 
professor of Old Testament from 
Korea. Sessions were presided over by 
President Oknah Kim Lah of Korea. New 
officers are: president, Edith MlMt 
of New Orleans, a member of the 
Church; vice-president, Navamani 
Peter of India; secretary, Lorraine 
Solomon of South Africa; and 
treasurer, Emma H. John, a UM from 
Aurora, 111-:--tfheT Born, a UM from 
Salem, Va., was ele"'C"t"ea president of 
the North American reqion. 
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South Africa. In a time of 
fast-breakinq development s , UM Bishop 
Jesse R. DeWitt of Chicago returned 
i n mid-August from a 15-day visi t to 
South Africa. He was the only member 
of a five-member delegation named by 
the UM Council of Bishops to go t her e 
to receive a visa. At a pre ss 
conference on his return , Bis hop 
DeWitt said that "Unl es s drastic 
chanqes are quickly f or thcomi ng, I 
fear that violence and cos t ly 
revolution will cl aim t he lives of 
many." On the subject of economic 
sanctions, he said th at op i nions vary 
as much in South Afri ca as i n the 
U.S. but that a l arqer percentaqe i n 
the black communi t y f avor them than 
in the white communi t y. He feels that 
sanction s mu st be targeted and 
involve all nations to be effective. 
DeWitt call ed on U.S. Christian s to 
be "in solidarity wi th the i r brothers 
and sisters in Sout h Af rica. " 

OMSC. The tru stees of the Overseas 
Ministri es Study Center in Ventnor, 
N.J., have announced t hat the Center 
will relocate next year to New Haven, 
Connect icut. The mo ve wi l l gi ve the 
Center access to seven univers i ties 
and coll eges in the New Haven area; 
particularly valuabl e is t he Day 
Mis s ions Library of Ya l e Di vinity 
School . Dr . Gerald H. Anderson has 
been direc tor of OMSC since 1976. 

COCU Con sensu s . Two of the nine 
member churches of the Consultation 
on Church Union voted i n Ju ly to 
"claim" the COCU Consensus, a 55-paqe 
document which const itutes the 
theological basis f or t he uni on of 
those churches. Th e Ch ri stian 
Methodist Episcopa l Church and the 
International Council of Community 
Churches both voted overwhe lmingly to 
affirm the document. Sti l l to vote 
are the other seven chu rches 
involved: the Afric an Methodist 
Episcopal Church, t he Af ri can 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, the 
Christian Church (Di sci pl es of 
Christ), the Episcopal Churc h, the 
Presbyterian Church (U . S.A.) , the 
United Church of Chris t , and the 
United Methodist Church. 

Personalia . The Rev . Is aac H. Bivens, 
assist ant general secretary"""for 
Af ric a and Europe of the Wor ld 
Proqr am Divi s ion , has resiqned. Dr . 
Bivens , who held the post fo r 16 
year s and previously served as a 
sec retary of miss ionary personnel, 
gave personal reasons for his 
decision, such as "stress and 
pressure" and a desire to spend more 
time with his family. He has no 
immediate future plans. Sue Robinson 
will serve as acting coordinator of 
the Africa/Europe Team ••• Ellen Clark 
has been named director of the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts. A former associate editor of 
Response and a staff member of NWO, 
she has most recently been acting 
general secretary of the World 
YWCA ••• Abel and Frieda Hendricks, a 
South African husband and wife team 
who developed the Cape Flats Mission 
in Capetown, have been given the 
Upper Room Citation for noteworthy 
contrib"Uflons to worldwide Christian 
fellowship ••• Gerald K. Hornung, 
qeneral secretary or-fhe General 
Board of Pensions, has resigned as of 
the beginning of 1987, citing 
personal and professional reasons. He 
and his wife plan to set up a 
financial and personal counseling 
service. (For an interview with Mr. 
Hornung on South Africa and 
disinvestment, see P. 32) ••• C. David 
Lindquist, a 51-year-old lawyer from 
Kalamazoo, Mich., assumed his duties 
as general secretary of the General 
Council on Ministries Aug. l ••. Rev. 
Avery Manchester, a missionary 
personnel executive of the General 
Board of Global Ministries since 1963 
and a former missionary in Africa, 
has become pastor of First UM Church 
of Round Hill, Greenwich, 
Connecticut •••• Joseph A. Perez, an 
executive secretary forl..at1n America 
and the Caribbean for the World 
Division for the past nine years, has 
moved to become executive secretary 
for Personnel Support Coordination, 
also in the World Division .• • Philip 
Potter, former general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, will 
chair the editorial board of the new 
International Christian Diqest, which 
will begin publication next year. 
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Southeast Droulht. Church bodies, 
local, regiona and national, have 
mounted an interdenominational effort 
to alleviate losses by farmers 
during the drought. Church World 
Service issued an appeal on Aug. 15 
for three million dollars in cash and 
commodities; it is seeking immediate 
dondtions of hay, qrain, trucks and 
fuel, and of $500,000 in cash to be 
used for transportation-related ·costs 
and distribution of donated hay and 
other commodities. Donations of 
fertilizer and of oat, barley and 
wheat seeds are needed beqinning in 
September. The CWS priority is to 
assist small and minority family 
farmers who may be excluded from 
larger programs. Earlier, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
had donated $3,000 for transportation 
costs. The qroup is seekinq to avoid 
duplicating . efforts of farmers who 
have donated grain and is negotiatinq 
with federal and state aqencies to 
assure that the help they provide 
don't make farmers ineliqible for 
government aid. 

US-2s. Nineteen new short-term 
missionaries have completed two weeks 
of training and orientation and bequn 
their assignments in 13 states around 
the country. The missionaries, known 
as US-2s, are from 17 annual 
conferences and will work until 1988 
under the auspices of the National 
Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. The traininq 
period in Washington, D.C., included 
experience in such urban ministries 
as a soup kitchen and a weekend in 
rural Maryland. The missionaries and 
their assignments are: Cher~l Edley, 
Lynchburg, Va., UM Campus Ministry, 
Winston-Salem, N.C.; Kelley Farrell, 
Portland, Me., First LJMC, Fairbanks, 
Alaska; Susanne Harjes, Decatur, 
Ill., Dumas-Wesley Community Center, 
Mobile, Ala.; Robert Johnson, Great 
Falls, Mont., St. Mary's Food Bank, 
Phoenix, Ariz.; Linda La~on, 
Seattle, Wash., Tampa OM enters; 
Rebecca Leonard, Tucson, Ariz., The 
Refuge, Erie, Pa.; Nancy Cannon Lewis 
and Randy Lewis, Lakeland, Fla., 
Wesley Community Center, Houston; 
Sheryl Lewis, McPherson, Kan., 

Christian Community Service, Houston; 
Sherri Mahoney, · Whitehall, Mich., St. 
Paul OM School, Tampa; Tonia 
Mclanahan, Canadian, Tex., Henderson 
Settlement, Ky.; Lynn Meadows, St. 
Simons Island, Ga-:-:-Van Buren 
Community Center, Dayton, Ohio; 
Martha Moore, Richmond, Va., UM 
Community Rouse, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
Judith Penn, New Lexington, Ohio, 
David a"ii(f"Margaret Home, LaVerne, 
Cal,; Debra Stonebraker, N. 
Tonawanda, N.Y., Murphy-Harbst Home, 
Cedartown, Ga.; David Swinton, 
Tipton, Iowa; Frankford Group 
Ministry, Philadelphia;, William 
Tubbs, Birmingham, Ala., Moore 
Community House, Biloxi, Miss.; 
Kathleen Wentlinq, Schuylkill Haven, 
Pa., Murphy-Harbst Home, Cedartown, 
Ga.; Susan Wopata, Jefferson City, 
Mo., Henderson Settlement, Ky. 

Ethiopia. Rains now have come to 
Ethiopia and "everywhere people are 
optimistic about the 1986 crop", 
reports Norma Kehrberg, UMCOR chief 
staff executive, in early August 
after a visit to the famine-ridden 
country. The Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church has begun a major proqram of 
tree-planting by teaching 
reforestation to its 250,000 trained 
clergy and getting them to train 
others and establish nurseries on 
church property. 

Retiring Missionaries. Twelve 
retiring missionaries were honored at 
the 1986 Missionary Conference, 
Williamsport, Pa., July 7-10. They 
were: the Rev. Lawrence A. Brown, 34 
years in Brazil; Patricia-and Georqe 
Terry, 38 years in India and 
Afqhanistan; Nancy and John Garrison, 
33 years in Brazil; ElizalJeth Miller, 
39 years in Peru; Faith and David 
Bauman, 36 and 35 years in India; 
Elizabeth and Hunter Griffin, 16 
years in Zimbabwe (then Southern 
Rhodesia) and 18 years with the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
staff; Lois Schmidt; 34 years in 
Nigeria; and Betty Whitlock, 8 years 
in Tonqa with her late husband, 
Stanley Whitlock. 
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Deaths. May Johnson Alvirez, 85, a 
retired "deaconess who served in Cuba 
and Mexico as well as at Good 
Neighbor Settlement House in 
Brownsville, Texas, died June 
14 .•• D'Alta D. Armold, 86, a retired 
World Division missionary who served 
in Niqeria for 16 years, died on June 
15 •.• Eula M. Chandler, 89, a retired 
deaconess who served for 33 years in 
New York, died on June 29 ••. Marie S. 
Corner , 94, a retired Women ' s ~ 
Division missionary who served in 
India for 31 years, died on Auq. 
3 ..• The Rev. Duncan F. Dodd, 99, a 
retired World Division mTSSionary who 
served in China for 12 years, died on 
July 28 ••• Florence A. Halstead, 93, a 
retired World Divis""lOn missionary who 
served in France for seven years, 
died on July 16 •.• Helen Gaqe Harris, 
77, a retired deaconess ~served 
appointments in five states over a 
period of 14 years, died July 
29 ••• Eloise Lovell, 81, a retired 
World Division missionary who served 
21 years in Zaire with her husband 
Marshall Lovell, who survives, died 
on July 15 .•. Nikos Nissiotis, 61, a 
professor of theoloqy at the 
University of Athens and former head 
of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches at Bossey, 
Switzerland, was killed in an 
automobile accident in Greece on Auq. 
18 ••• Vera E. Ostrom, 88, a retired 
deaconess and Women's Division 
missionary who served for 23 years, 
13 of them in Java and Sumatra, died 
April 27 ••• Eileen F. Perrin, 78, a 
retired World DiviSTon missionary who 
served in Sierra Leone for nine 
years, died July 30 •.. Josephine L. 
Reed, 86, a retired World Division 
mTSSionary who served in Japan for 
eight years, died Aug. 13 ..• Willie M. 
Schrader, 92, a retired deaconess who 
served for 36 years in five states, 
died Aug. 19 ••• Farrel Harmon Thomas, 
58, a retired World Division 
missionary who served for five years 
in Zaire with her husband, George 
Thomas, who survives, died on July 
18 ••. The Rev. Gaither P. Warfield, 
90, qeneral secretary or the United 
Methodist Committee for Overseas 
Relief for 14 years and a former 
missionary to Poland, died Auq. 16 in 
Rockville, Md. 
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Africa Consultation. A continuinq 
need for international missionaries 
and efforts to strenqthen the role of 
women in the African church were 
dominant themes of the Africa 
Personnel Consultation which brought 
toqether more than 50 persons from 12 
African countries and the U.S. in 
Nairobi July 27-31. Speakers included 
Lamin Sanneh, Brigalia Barn, Bishop 
Emilio de Carvalho of Anqola, Bishop 
Onema Fama of Zaire and Mary Mutambo 
of Zaire:-Dr. Sanneh, a Gambian 
teaching at Harvard Divinity School, 
said that "the case for serious 
partnership between the West and 
Africa has never been stronger in the 
history of the church." The 
Consultation, sponsored by GBGM, 
called for international 
missionaries, particularly specialist 
personnel, as well as the 
ultilization of nationals in mission 
in their own countries. A number of 
steps to strenqthen the role of 
women, such as an affirmative action 
proqram in each annual conference, 
were called for by the Consultation. 

China Typhoon. In a historic action, 
Church World Service is responding to 
an appeal by Christians in the 
People's Republic of China for 
emerqency relief and rehabilitation 
assistance. In July, Typhoon Peqqy 
killed about 200 people and caused 
damage affecting over three and 
one-half million people in Guangdonq 
Province in South China; this is the 
worst damage there since the 
establishment of the People's 
Republic in 1949. As a result, local 
Christians initiated talks with the 
qovernment about ways in which the 
reliqious sector could help. With the 
endorsement of the China Christian 
Council , the Guangdong Christian 
Council made an appeal to the World 
Council of Churches for $540,700 for 
food, medical supplies and rebuildinq 
of two dams and two schools in the 
province. Of this amount, Church 
World Service i s seeking $100,000 
from its member churches in the U.S. 
CWS Executive Director J. Richard 
Butler notes that the request from 
the Chinese Christians is the first 
of its kind. 
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Editorials 

SING UNTO THE LORD 
AN OLD SONG 

For months now we have been 
making a vow to ourselves not to 
write anything about the great 
Hymnal controversy, thereby 
making it into the Guinness Book of 
Records as the only editorial writer 
in the United States to exercise 
such restraint. Even after the 
Hymnal Revision Committee re
versed itself in the face of over
whelming public pressure and res
tored "Onward Christian Soldiers" 
and "The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic" to the proposed new 
hymn book, we held out. It was 
only after attending the World 
Methodist Council, that we could 
resist no longer. 

church, they want to remember the 
church they left. This might be 
called tradition as nostalgia. 

But not only nostalgia. Many of 
those who most passionately want 
change in the church are what 
might be called the new Puritans. 
Like the old puritans, smashing 
statues and tearing down shrines, 
they are rational and dedicated 
enough to be oblivious to the 
emotional resonance of the familiar. 

In short, what might seem to be a 
conflict over trivia reflects an ongo
ing struggle in the church between 
tradition and reformation. The re
formers we always need to keep us 
honest; the traditionalists we may 
need as well to keep us human. 
The struggle we need to keep us 
alive. One of the highlights of that 

gathering was a march through the 
streets of downtown Nairobi with MISSIONS AND 
banners and bands. This was not EVANGELISM: 
quite so stirring as it sounds, since WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? 
downtown Nairobi on a Sunday When the circuit riders of the 
afternoon is all but deserted and 18th century traveled the roads, 
the Salvation Army band played their tasks were clear, if not easy. 
badly out of tune. Nonetheless, it They were evangelists. They 
was what they played that count- pushed out into the wilderness of a 
ed. You guessed it-" Onward young America, preaching the gos
Christian Soldiers." pel and building new churches 

Hardly a surprising choice for a where they went. As they brought 
Salvation Army band but thought- converts to Christ, they were 
provoking under the circum- creating the structures of the Meth
stances. The thoughts it provoked odist churches we have today. 
are not so deep as those of George These days, the tasks of evangel
Bernard Shaw in "Major Barbara", ism are not so clear. Ask 100 
which all parties involved should pastors what evangelism means, 
read, but more random. and you're likely to get 100 differ-

To begin with, anyone foolhardy ent answers. Ask 100 lay persons, 
enough to agree to serve on a and you may get a different set of 
hymnal revision committee (espe- 100 answers. 
dally a Methodist hymnal commit- Many people are ready, eager 
tee) should not be surprised at even, to tell us that this is evangel
anything. Everybody in this coun- ism, while that isn't. Evangelism is 
try grew up in a church, and for confined to preaching the gospel, 
many of them their strongest reli- · some say. Others claim it means 
gious memories are from that time. bringing persons into the Christian 
Regardless of their present reli- fold~onverting them. Still others 
gious affiliation or lack of it or even say it's to be found in changing the 
interest in religion, they do not structures of society which oppress 
want their childhood tampered people. 
with. Even if they have left the Not only is there no consensus 

on what evangelism is, there's also 
no agreement on where it fits into 
the total ministry of the church. 
Does evangelism come first-be
fore all other tasks? Or does it 
encompass those tasks? Is evangel
ism different from missions, the 
same, or part of it? 

There's a rush to take sides in the 
debate-do you save souls or do 
you feed the hungry? Even many 
of those (probably most Christians) 
who agree that the churches must 
do both these things argue over 
which one should be done first. 

These questions are not unim
portant. It would be a serious 
mistake to underestimate their cen
trality in the life of The United 
Methodist Church at this time. 
Some United Methodists even fear 
an eventual split-as clean a break 
as the North/South split over slav
ery in the 19th century-between 
the "save the souls" and the "feed 
the hungry" constituencies. 

At the heart of the matter seems 
to be the question of the difference 
between evangelism and missions. 
This is indeed a vital question. 
There are those United Methodists 
who feel we should be doing more 
evangelism. Often this criticism is 
based on a view of evangelism that 
leaves no room for anything be
yond converting individuals to 
Christ. Yet the United Methodist 
Church itself holds a much broader 
view of evangelism. As affirmed by 
many missionaries at this sum
mer's Missionary Conference, 
their work is evangelism. 

Some of these missionaries gave 
examples of the work that they 
consider to be evangelism. One 
woman, who has served in Japan 
for over 30 years, helps raise 
money to shelter stranded Asian 
women who need help. A couple 
working in the slums of Brazil have 
been building a congregation by 
letting the community decide on 
how the church can help meet its 
needs. A veteran missionary of 40 
years fulfills her calling as principal 
of a girls' high school in India. 
These examples help give us 
images of evangelism that go be
yond the old stereotypes. 

Evangelism cannot stop with the 
soul and ignore the rest of a human 
being (as if these can be separated). 
In ministering to the spiritual and 
physical needs of people around 
the world, the United Methodist 
Church provides a witness to the 
action of God in the world through 
Christ. 
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Ayear ago the United Nations 
celebrated its 40th birthday 
with a month- long gala that 

featured more than 100 kings, 
presidents and prime ministers . 
All of them proclaimed the organi-
zation ' s indispensability and 
pledged to do what lay in their 
power to preserve and enhance its 
global role . 

Yet today the institution faces a 
financial crisis that threatens its 
viability. On the surface, the argu
ment is over how much should be 
spent, on what, and how the bill 
should be divided up. But the 
underlying dispute is intrinsically 
political. The ultimate issues are 
who will set the UN's agenda, 
define its priorities and dictate the 
scope of its involvement in the 
world's needs . 

For the UN' s founders-the vic
tors of World War II-the overrid
ing purpose of the organization 
was, in the no-nonsense words of 
the UN Charter, "to save succeed
ing generations from the scourge of 
war"; not merely by urging the 
avoidance or cessation of violence, 
but by taking collective action "for 
the suppression of acts of aggres
sion or other breaches of the 
peace." However, the assumption 
that the wartime allies would share 
a common interest in dispute set
tlement faded quickly with the 
Cold War, and the mechanisms 
intended to ensure collective secu
rity never came into being. 

It was "as if one of the great 
pillars (the unanimity of the great 
powers) fell in, right at the begin
ning, and we have been improvis
ing around that ever since," says 
Brian Urquhart, who recently re
tired as the undersecretary in 
charge of UN peace forces after a 
40-year career as the epitome of the 
international civil servant. 

That improvisation produced 
the innovative instrument of 

THE UNITED 
NATIONS 
TODAY-

Who Will Set 
the Agenda? 

By Michael J. Berlin 
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peacekeeping and a variety of 
dispute-settlement techniques . 
Beyond the political field, it result
ed in an explosion of agencies, 
programs, treaties and global con
ferences in every imaginable area 
of human activity. 

Peacekeeping began quite early, 
with the use of unarmed UN 
observers during the first Arab-Is
raeli war in 1948. Since then the 
concept has expanded to include 
larger troop contingents, whose 
function was to interpose them
selves physically between poten
tial combatants. The presence of 
such peace forces or observer 
groups helped to control or contain 
violence in Cyprus, the Congo and 
on the Indo-Pakistan frontier, as 
well as on several fronts in the 
Middle East. 

The Role of 
the Secretary-General 
A second innovation to replace the 
collective security that the major 
powers failed to provide was the 
evolution of the office of Secre
tary-General into a personal chan
nel for the settlement of disputes. It 
began as early as 1946 when Trygve 
Lie, the first Secretary-General, 
played a quiet role in the peaceful 
evacuation of Soviet troops from 
Azerbaijan Province in northern 
Iran. Dag Hammarskjold's mediat
ing efforts, starting with the 195fr 
57 Suez crisis, have been the most 
conspicuous. U Thant played a 
vital role in defusing the 1962 
Cuban missile crisis. Kurt Wald
heim tried unsuccessfully to nego
tiate the release of the Americans 
held in Iran. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar, whose 
five-year term expires at the end of 
this year, has taken this function a 
step further , contending that 
under international "common 
law" his office is an appropriate 
channel to address all disputes that 



"The argument is over how much should be 
spent, on what, and how the bill should be 

divided up. But the underlying dispute 
is intrinsically political." 
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have stymied the Security Council. 
He has pressed his "good offices" 
on the issues of Cyprus, the Middle 
East, Cambodia, the Falklands, 
Afghanistan and the Iran-Iraq war. 
He has come close on some (closest 
on the Falklands and Cyprus) but 
has achieved no major successes. 
His preoccupation with the finan
cial crisis has limited his activism 
this year. 

0 
ne reason for the Secretary
General' s activism has been 
the Security Council's de

cline. A gap between global reality 
and UN practice emerged with 
Vietnam, an issue that the United 
Nations did not treat, at U.S. 
insistence, despite the persistent 
attempts by U Thant to intervene 
as peacemaker. The gap widened 
when negotiations on southern 
Africa and the Middle East moved 
out of the UN orbit, and were dealt 
with on a bilateral basis-such as 
President Carter's mediation that 
produced the Egypt-Israel peace 
treaty. Similar talks through Rea
gan administration officials pro
duced a pact between Mozambique 
and South Africa. 

The last time the Council acted 
decisively to avert a crisis was in 
December 1973, when the Non
Aligned Movement members of 
the Council proposed the installa
tion of a new peace force in the 
Sinai to be interposed between 
Israeli troops and Egyptian units 
that had been cut off from supplies. 
This solution enabled the United 
States and the Soviet Union to back 
away from a confrontation there 
that might have escalated to global 
proportions. 

In recent years, the Security 
Council has failed to act on Perez 
de Cuellar's suggestion that it 
improve its capacity to deal with 
disputes by bringing into its closed 
consultations those parties that are 
not Council members . It has not 

followed up on resolutions adopt
ed on Namibia, Lebanon and the 
Persian Gulf war. When blocked 
(generally by the American veto 
these days), it has moved toward 
the status of a General Assembly in 
miniature, to which issues are 
brought for rhetorical airing by a 
parade of 40 or 50 like-minded 
speakers, only after dispute settle
ment has been ruled out. When 
differences among the permanent 
members (Britain, China, France, 
the Soviet Union and the United 
States, each of which has veto 
powers) do not block action, it is 
because the Council members have 
focused on the search for common 
language to avoid a veto. The result 
has been vague resolutions that 
have preserved unanimity at the 
expense of tangible action or a 
viable framework for a negotiation 
between disputants . 

The UN Family 
There are now more than 40 au
tonomous UN agencies and pro
grams in what is called the "UN 
family." Some deal with essential 
technical tasks such as the collec
tion of weather statistics (by the 
World Meteorological Organiza
tion). Others do vital political work 
with the consensus of all power 
blocs, such as the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, which 
safeguards against the prolifera
tion of nuclear weapons and has 
now (in the wake of the Chernobyl 
reactor disaster in the Ukraine) 
embarked on the drafting of a 
treaty to ensure the prompt ex
change of information in the event 
of nuclear accidents . 

Over the year s, the UN's 
achievements outside the war/ 
peace realm have been immense: 
The elimination of smallpox by the 
World Health Organization; the 
coordination of aid to feed Bangla
desh in the 1970s and cope with the 
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African famine of the 1980s; the 
impetus toward decolonization 
that has brought the UN's own 
membership from the original 51 to 
159; the evolution of global norms 
of behavior by governments to
ward their own peoples, which has 
increased adherence to human 
rights precepts; the continuing care 
of millions of refugees; the codifica
tion of international law; global 
consciousness-raising on social 
issues ranging from women's 
rights to the environment to drug 
control, and the promotion of 
economic development for Third 
World nations. 

Looking back at that list, it is 
clear that the UN's major successes 
have provided direct benefits to 
developing nations rather than the 
industrialized world . While West
ern governments recognize their 
value, says one African diplomat 
(who rose to be his country's 
foreign minister, like many who 
pass through the UN system), " the 
peoples of the Third World see a 
different UN than you do in the 
West. For us, the UN is the expert 
who helps our farmers build an 
irrigation system, or the nurse who 
inoculates our children. The UN 
means hope . It is a success story. 
You don' t need these services . For 
you, the UN is the frustration of a 
Security Council veto or the irrita· 
tion of a General Assembly resolu
tion. " 

But even the UN's strongest 
supporters recognize that if 
the institution's political arms 

continue to wither it will lose the 
broad public support and the polit
ical consensus it requires to func
tion effectively in other areas. 

In the early days, of cour e, the 
West found the Security Council 
less frustrating because it con
trolled the majority and it wa 
Moscow that did the etoing. The 
General Assembly provided the 
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" If the UN's political arms continue to wither 
it will lose the broad public support and the 

political consensus it requires to function 
effectively in other areas." 

satisfaction of a firm majority, 
rather than irritation. In those 
days, the UN dealt with virtually 
all conflicts, including such East
West crises as Korea, Suez and 
Hungary. Although it was able to 
resolve few of them, that was 
where the action was. 

Western control of the Council 
majority and the Assembly began 
to ebb when the newly indepen
dent nations entered. After the 
1971 vote admitting Beijing to 
membership, control over the As
sembly was lost. When the contro
versial resolution equating Zion
ism with racism was passed in 
1975, American voices were raised 
to condemn the Assembly's "tyr
anny of the majority," and its 
perceived anti-Americanism. 

Urquhart and other UN sup
porters say the organization has 
been able to contain some disputes 
and halt fighting, and should not 
be blamed for its failures . "We 
should get away from the idea that 
it' s either/or. You have a world of 
sovereign states. Sovereign states, 
if they possibly can, should settle 
their own problems in a peaceful 
way. If they can't do that they have 
the option of corning to the United 
Nations. Sometimes the United 
Nations can be extremely helpful 
and sometimes it can't." One diffi
culty in drawing up a balance sheet 
is that disputes that have erupted 
into bloodshed left an indelible 
record, but it is harder to ascertain 
or remember the times war has 
been averted . 

The Third World control of the 
Assembly also brought new issues 
to the UN agenda-such as the 
"New World Economic Order" 
and the "New World Information 
Order." These were attempts by 
developing nations to use their 
majority as leverage to gain eco
nomic and systemic concessions 
from the industrialized nations, as 

the oil-producing nations had 
done in banding together to define 
the price of their commodity. The 
result, however, was to convince 
the West to avoid the UN as a 
negotiating forum, and seek other 
venues-such as the World Bank 
or International Monetary Fund
where the impact of the majority 
would not be felt. 

The alienation between Wash
ington and Moscow has limited 
UN effectiveness since the begin
ning. Even Hammarskjold operat
ed effectively as a problem-solver 
only when the major powers 
wanted him to act (as during the 

Latin America's 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, (left) 
heads a Third-world dominated 
body that remains a major 
stage for superpower rivalry 
represented by Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. 
president Ronald Reagan . 

Suez crisis in 1956-57) or when one 
or both were not involved directly, 
as in the start of the Congo opera
tion. By the time Hammarskjold 
died in a mysterious plane crash in 
1961, he had outlived his welcome, 
and his activism was stymied by 
big-power opposition. 

Today there are few issues in 
which the superpowers have 
no stake, and fewer still on 

which they have been able to 
establish common ground. "Given 
the current superpower relation
ship," says a ranking aide to the 
UN Secretary- General, " the best 
that can be hoped is that the UN's 
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"So long as the image of the UN 
as an anti-American institution 
remains pervasive in the United 
States, the political struggle 
wi II find new for ms." 

dispute-settlement mechanisms 
won't rust and that it can hunker 
down until policies change; that 
the present impasse is merely 
cyclical." 

interest groups, and these have 
reacted by seeking to minimize the 
impact of the institution on policy. 
The idea of U.S. withdrawal from 
the UN-once considered the 
province of a lunatic fringe in 
America-has now been proposed 
by influential conservative groups 
such as the Heritage Foundation. 

The United States withdrew 
from one specialized agency, the 
UN Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
at the end of 1984, on the grounds 
that it was run inefficiently and 
was excessively politicized. (A year 
later, Britain and Singapore also 
pulled out of UNESCO, forcing a 
belt-tightening of massive propor
tions and a rollback of many of the 
agency's more controversial pro
grams-in particular those regard
ed by the West as threatening 
limitations on press freedoms .) 
This served as a warning to other 
elements of the UN family, most of 
which instituted budget reforms 
and toned down their politics. 

Should the wheel tum, it re
mains to be seen whether the 
superpowers will turn to the UN 
for action on those issues on which 
they agree. The Soviet Union, 
which never exercised control of 
the Security Council, has tradi
tionally been hesitant to use UN 
mechanisms for dispute settle
ment, preferring bilateral arrange
ments with Washington. Under 
the Reagan administration, Wash
ington has also adopted a policy of 
avoiding multilateral forums in 
which the United States cannot 
exercise control. Part of that policy 
is an ideological repugnance to
ward the very concept of multila
teralism; that could fade once Rea
gan's term ends. But there is also 
the pragmatic attitude that the UN, 
as an institution, has become fatal
ly flawed . 

In the two succeeding years, the 
Perceived Anti-Americanism United States won a larger share of 
The widespread disenchantment battles in such forums as the 
with the UN in the West (and General Assembly. It avoided a 
particularly in the United States) debate on Puerto Rico (which 
has its roots in the initial failure to Washington views as an integral 
fulfill the founders' hopes for the part of the U.S., and thus none of 
keeping of the peace. But it has the UN' s business), deleted anti
grown into anger at the perceived American rhetoric from resolutions 
anti-Americanism of the rhetoric on the Middle East and southern 
emerging from the forum. Former Africa, averted the expulsion of 
UN ambassadors such as New Israel, and won unequivocal (and 
York Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan unanimous) denunciations of ter
and Jeanne Kirkpatrick remain irate rorism from both the Assembly 
at the bloc-voting system which, and Security Council . 
they say, produces resolutions that Despite these successes, the U.S. 
exacerbate disputes rather than has moved in recent months to take 
resolve them. The economic and more stringent actions involving 
political demands of the Third UN operations. It limited move.
World majority-on political issues men ts of certain Secretariat mem
such as the Middle East and eco- bers and the numbers of Soviet 
nornic issues such as the Law of the diplomats at the UN (citing the 
Sea Treaty-have alerted powerful need to control espionage activi-
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ties), withheld voluntary funding 
from UN agencies such as the one 
that deals with population, with
drew from compulsory World 
Court jurisdiction on political 
issues (spurred by a case brought 
by Nicaragua) and cut back on the 
Assembly's prerogative to appro
priate monies that the United 
States is obliged to pay. 

I
n its early years, the UN ex
panded in an ad hoc and unsys
tematic way, creating divisions 

and agencies to fill immediate 
needs, but rarely dismantling 
those that had outlived their use
fulness. As recently as two years 
ago, no existing agency was able to 
coordinate the international re
sponse to the African famine; a 
new one was created just for that 
purpose, and is now moving to
ward permanence . One study 
showed that 30 independent UN 
entities channel development aid 
to poor nations. That overstuffed 
superstructure eats up a sizeable 
proportion of the institutional 
budget, which comes to some $800 
million for all the other agencies 
combined. (The voluntary funds, 
for the development projects 
themselves and other activities, are 
not included in these amounts . 
Neither are the sums assessed for 
some of the UN peacekeeping 
operations.) 

The UN doesn' t depend on reve
nue or borrowings to pay its bills; 
there is no budget ceiling (although 
the Secretariat offers a budget 
program to the Assembly, as a 
recommendation). The Assembly 
simply adds up the costs of all the 
programs that are deemed politic
ally necessary, and assesses the 159 
members that amount, more or less 
in proportion to their ability to pay. 
(The United States is billed a flat 25 
percent of the base budget, or $200 
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million a year, although its ability 
to pay, determined largely by gross 
national product, is around 28 
percent.) Under this formula, the 
poor countries pay just one hun
dredth of one percent, or about 
$80,000 a year apiece, even though 
collectively they can vote any 
amount of expenditure because 
they are a majority. The dozen 
major donors-the Soviet Union, 
Japan and the West-provide some 
75 percent of the budget, but have 
no ultimate control over it. 

Given that situation, ripe for 
both abuse by the poor and ex
pressions of outrage by the rich, 
those opposed to the UN have 
channeled their attack into de
mands for budgetary reform, an 
issue on which they have been 
joined by others, with no political 
axe to grind. The result has been 
congressional and administrative 
actions which will, in the course of 
calendar year 1986, involve the 
withholding of more than $100 
million from the UN-in violation 
of the legal commitment the U.S. 
entered into when it ratified the 
UN Charter. 

Under normal circumstances, 
the UN would be able to weather 
that storm and pay its bills until 
some adjustment could be worked 
out. But fiscally, circumstances 
have not been normal for the UN 
since the '60s, when the Soviets, 
French and others began with
holding huge chunks of the money 
they owed for political reasons-or 
(in the case of debtor nations such 
as Egypt or Argentina) simply 
because they didn't have the dol
lars to shell out. A $100 million 
contingency fund, which in theory 
could have covered all of the 
American shortfall, was eaten up at 
the end of 1985. "There's not just 
one deadbeat," says Undersecre
tary Patricio Ruedas . The Ameri-

UN's Brian Urquhart : Keeper of the peace 
for the past four turbulent decades . 

can withholding is simply the last 
straw. 

The Secretary-General has put 
into effect a program of spend
ing cuts, designed to save $60 

million. Together with early con
tributions and donations promised 
by some nations, this should keep 
the UN operating hand- to-mouth 
through the end of 1986. Mean
while, the long- range issue of 
budget reform is being debated by 
a special 18-expert committee . 
American officials hold out the 
hope that if the reforms are real, 
the withholdings will be cut back 
by Congress, if not eliminated. 

The outcome of the struggle will 
inevitably reshape the relationship 

between the United States and the 
United Nations. But any solution 
that focuses solely on budgetary 
reform and U.S. funding will deal 
only with the symptoms of the 
malaise. The real issue is what the 
UN does with its money. So long as 
the image of the UN as an anti
American institution remains per
vasive in the United States, the 
political struggle will find new 
forms. o 

Michael J. Berlin is a reporter who has 
covered the United Nations for a 
number of years; he is currently the UN 
correspondent of The Washington 
Post. 
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INTERVIEW 
with Bishop Melvin G. Talbert 

Bishop Melvin G. Talbert, former 
general secretary of The General Board 
of Discipleship, currently heads the 
General Commission on Religion and 
Race. Elected a Bishop of The United 
Methodist Church by the Western 
Jurisdictional Conference in 1980, he is 
Resident Bishop in the Pacific North
west Annual Conference which in
cludes the state of Washin~ton and 
northern Idaho. 

In addition to an impressive roster of 
other activities in the denomination 
and on an ecumenical level, Bishop 
Talbert is a member of the General 
Commission on Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Concerns, at whose 
spring meeting reporter Elaine Magalis 
caught up with him. 

Early this year the United Method
ist Reporter ran a series of six articles 
on the apparent lack of growth among 
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ethnic minorities in The United Meth
odist Church despite the Ethnic Minor
ity Local Church (EMLC) Missional 
Priority. In a period when ethnic 
populations in general are fiourishing, 
United Methodists have barely held 
their own while the numbers of ethnic 
persons in other denominations have 
increased dramatically. According to 
the Reporter, four denominations 
have shown significantly greater rates 
of growth in the last decade than United 
Methodists: Southern Baptists (70 
percent); Assemblies of God (48 per
cent); American Baptist (43 percent) 
and the United Church of Christ (9 
percent) . The United Methodist in
crease is 5 percent, a figure attributable 
to a 116 percent rise in Asian-Ameri
can membership, primarily Korean . 
Even those heavily involved in pro
moting the EMLC Priority believe the 
Korean churches would have grown as 
quickly without it . 

The series has touched off a debate in 
the church. Proponents of the EMLC 
have defended it; others have called for a 
re-evaluation.-Editors' Note 

NWO: You've read the United 
Methodist Reporter series compar
ing an apparently phenomenal 
increase in ethnic minority con
gregations in the Southern Baptist 
and Assembly of God churches to 
a disappointing lack of growth in 
The United Methodist Church. 
Our Church has had an Ethnic 
Minority Local Church Missional 
Priority for ten years; these other 
denominations have not. What has 
gone wrong? How did you react to 
the articles? 

I would have felt better if I'd 
known from the outset what the 
ulterior motive for the articles was. 
I felt like somebody said, "All that 
money is wasted; all of the efforts 
are for naught. And now I'm going 
to go out and get the information 
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"The missional priority was an attempt 
to say to the church at large-'Look, 

we have moved progressively. Now let's 
do something to take care of the crisis 

that has been created.' " 

that I need to support that. " That' s 
what it felt like to me. 

NWO: But has the EMLC Priority 
been a failure? How do you ex
plain the apparent lack of growth 
in ethnic minority churches? 

I think we need to take a look at 
what the missional priority was 
from the beginning. Prior to the 
1976 General Conference we recog
nized that there was a crisis in our 
nation; there was a crisis in the 
plight of ethnic minorities . There 
was also a crisis in our church 
because of the lack of leadership
we could not supply adequate 
leadership to the existing black 
churches. So far from talking about 
expanding our ministries , we 
couldn't take care of those we had. 
And the crisis had come-not 
because the church at that point 
was apathetic-the crisis had come 
because of the past history of the 
church. 

I came into the church when the 
only place for me was in the black 
church. In a matter of a few years 
after I was in, it was fashionable for 
blacks and all other ethnic minori
ties to be asked to resource the 
church at the conference level, at 
the general church level. Well, 
because the church had not ad
dressed this issue systemically, we 
had no one in the pipeline to 
replace the vacancies left by min
orities moving into positions at the 
conference and general church 
levels. That precipitated the crisis. 

So the missional priority was an 
attempt to say to the church at 
large-"Look, we have moved pro
gressively. Now let's do something 
to take care of the crisis that has 
been created." 

The priority was inadequately 
funded for the first four years, 1976 
to 1980. In 1980 it was funded, but 

again not adequately. So in 1984, 
having learned from some of the 
mistakes of the past, the effort was 
made again to get the church to 
take the priority seriously and to do 
something about the crisis that is 
lessening-but still there. 

I think it's been a tremendous 
success if we've simply stopped 
the tide of decline. We can't say 
that about the white situation. And 
if we have stopped the decline 
among ethnic minorities, then at 
least we've created a standstill 
situation, a point where we can 
take off and launch ourselves into 
the future . 

I suppose the other argument is 
that other denominations have far 
exceeded what the United Method
ist churches have done. I would 
much rather be in The United 
Methodist Church at this critical 
point in history because I think we 
have been very intentional in being 
inclusive. I don't think we can look 
at the other denominations and say 
that at every level they have been 
as inclusive as we have been. 

I don't mean to tear down what 
those denominations are doing if 
they' re making those advances, 
getting new congregations. Great. 
But I think we've done a good job 
too. And I hope we can say that. 

NWO: Some people have ques
tioned the statistics used in the 
articles in the Reporter. It sounds 
as if you have your own doubts 
about them. 

I would want to question some of 
them. We don't all report our 
statistics in the same way. So I am 
not ready yet to buy the fact that we 
have been out-distanced. 

NWO: What if the statistics turn 
out to be reliable? 

I think we have to recognize that 

growth is not something that hap
pens overnight. It simply is not 
realistic to assume that in a matter 
of 12 years you will have significant 
growth. Growth comes as a result 
of minds, attitudes, spirits being 
changed in an enormous number 
of people-both ethnic minorities 
and whites. I think what we've 
done in the last ten years is to say to 
ethnic minorities-"we desire you 
to be part of this church." And I 
think the attitudes of ethnic min
orities in The United Methodist 
Church are much better than they 
were ten years ago. 

In my own area, for instance 
(I've been there now for five years), 
we've started a Korean congrega
tion, a Samoan fellowship, a Ton
gan fellowship-we've started two 
Hispanic ministries. Well, there' s 
no way we would have thought 
about doing any of that if the whole 
mind of The United Methodist 
Church in that area hadn ' t 
changed. 

If it hadn' t been for the missional 
priority we wouldn't have been 
doing that-because we would 
have defined it as segregation in 
reverse, whereas now we're seeing 
it as potential for inclusiveness for 
the future . So we're saying to these 
people, "It' s all right for you to 
come and meet in your language 
and cultural groups-but we see 
the larger potential as you come in 
and find comfort and acceptance, 
that you will then on your own 
determine how you want to be 
included beyond this point." We 
have created a tremendous reser
voir of good will with tremendous 
potential growth for the future . 

NWO: You also serve as head of 
the Commission on Religion and 
Race. Is the Commission planning 
any response to the Reporter arti
cles? 
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What we want to do is to take a 
look at what we've done-realizing 
of course that we have a lot more to 
do-and simply tell the story. 
While we would be the first to say 
that the whole denomination has 
not taken the priority seriously, 
some annual conferences in the 
church have done marvellous 
things, and we want to celebrate 
that. 

The most obvious, of course, is 
the Korean situation . But let's look 
a t anothe r-Miss issippi. They 
have done a wonderful piece of 
work there by simply making sure 
there a re decent parso nages . 
They've made the decision in that 
Conference to make sure that black 
folk have adequate facilities in 
which to worship. You don't begin 
to have membership growth until 
people begin to have pride about 
who they are . And I think that 
Conference has helped blacks re
cover pride in who they are, and 
that's just the beginning of reach
ing out and having growing con
gregations . 

NWO: But what about those an
nual conferences where little or 
nothing has beep. done? What are 
some of the factors keeping the 
EMLC priority from being wholly 
effective? 

"We have created a 
tremendous reservoir of 

good will with 
tremendous potential 
growth for the future." 

two parties with power or strength 
decide intentionally to be together. 
The missional priority is an effort to 
strengthen the institutions and 
particularly the local churches of 
ethnic minority people so they can 
first feel good about themselves 
and then out of their own intention 
choose to be involved with whites 
at various levels--at the annual 
conference level, at the general 
church level-and even on occa
sion join white churches. 

NWO: But how can this happen? 
After all the EMLC priority may 
have only two more years of life. 

My feeling is that as we move 
through the quadrennium, annual 

I think the debate is still going on conferences need to be more in
in the church and in society as to tentional in institutionalizing their 
whether there is a place for black or approach to resourcing and em
ethnic minority institutions in this powering and enabling ethnic mi
society. Some persons assume that nority constituents. By that I mean 
the best way to face the future is to that resources for ethnic constitu
abolish all ethnic minority struc- ents should be seen as an integral 
tures and invite ethnic minorities part of the strategy for mission 
to join the majority structure. That outreach and growth in the annual 
may sometimes be well- inten- conference. And the annual con
tioned but it misses a very impor- ferences should be saying, "We 
tant fact- that real inclusiveness intend to grow; we intend to grow 
cannot come about when one party as we look at all opportunitie for 
is in a position of weakness and the growth-and one would be, of 
other is in a position of strength. cours e , in n e w co mm uni tie 
Inclusiveness comes about because among white constituent . But al o 
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in new ethnic minority communi
ties . We have facilities in some of 
these communities already, and 
rather than letting them sit there 
and run down with only a few 
white people using them, we need 
to get those white congregations to 
become missional to the new resi
dents in their communities. One 
way to do it is for a white congre
gation to continue to worship in a 
building at the same time as it starts 
fellowships among emerging 
groups so that two congregations 
are using a facility at the same time. 
Or sometimes it may be necessary 
to just move in and take over a 
building. We're going to have to 
become creative in strategizing but 
it has to be a strategy emerging 
from the annual conference . And 
that needs to happen whether or 
not the priority continues. 

NWO: Do you hope the priority 
will be continued by the 1988 
General Conference? 

The definition of a missional 
priority is something we need to be 
aware of. It is a crisis situation that 
will need the massive resources of 
the church at every level. I think 
that by having the missional priori
ty for three quadrennia now we 
have become aware of the crisis 
and the church is beginning to 
address it. I could live with it not 
being a missional priority if I felt 
annual conferences were addre -
ing the issue. I suppose what is 
needed now is an a sessment to 
determine whether there is a com
mitment of the church through the 
annual conference structure ad
dressing this issue, and if that 
commitment i pre ent perhap 
there i n' t a need fo r the priori ty to 
continue. But if it' not, it means 
that we would imply ha e to 
confe s that w e ha e ra i e d 
hopes-and once again da hed 
them. And that would b a in . o 
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With the rest of the world 
watching, Marcos knew his awesome 

power had evaporated 
in the night 

VISITING 
THE PHILIPPINE 
REVOLUTION 

I left the Philippines in 1971 for a 
three-month tour of the United 
States that turned into a long and 
painful exile. For 15 years, I lived 
for the day when the Marcos 
dictatorship would be overthrown. 
But when that day did come on 
February 26, 1986, I could only feel 
utter shock and disbelief. For one 
thing, I was on assignment in India 
and there were no fellow Filipinos 
around with whom I could savor 
that moment of triumph. 

The "impossible dream" of al
most two decades had suddenly 
come true just at the time when 
everybody was calling our country 
the next Iran or Nicaragua or 
Vietnam or Kampuchea-all scary 
examples of revolutions gone hay
wire. Instead, the Filipino revolu
tion turned out to be a nearly 
bloodless one. What had hap
pened? Was there, as many Filipi
nos later came to believe, a real 
miracle in Manila? 

After all, there were these hun
dreds of thousands who waved 
crucifixes, said the rosary and 
paraded statues of the Virgin Mary 
before Marcos' battle-ready sol
diers . There were many nuns and 
priests who vied with people of all 

By Nelson A. Navarro 

walks of life for the privilege of 
lying closest to the path of the 
deadly tanks. Of all revolutions in 
recent memory, this one did not 
exalt violence, did not call on 
people to take up arms; instead, 
the people prayed for peace and 
reconciliation. No wonder the sol
diers' hearts could only melt. Per
haps in their entire lives they had 
never been confronted by such an 
unorthodox enemy-a whole pop
ulation armed with love, appealing 
to their love of country, calling 
them brothers . 

While the military revolt certain
ly brought the crisis to a head, it 
was clearly "people power" that 
sealed Marcos' fate . Until the peo
ple rallied to the side of the military 
rebels, those few hundred rebels 
were sitting ducks to the superior 
firepower of the loyalist forces. 
With rings of humanity around the 
rebels, growing ever bigger by the 
hour, and with the rest of the world 
watching the minute by minute 
countdown, Marcos knew that he 
was up against a suddenly invinci
ble force . No wonder that all his 
commands to fire fell on deaf ears. 
It is not true, as he later claimed, 
that he flinched at the thought of 

killing so many of his people; the 
truth was that nobody followed his 
command anymore. His awesome 
power had evaporated in the night. 

Despite Ronald Reagan's per
sonal support, Marcos in the end 
could not count on the Americans 
to keep him in power. Perhaps 
nothing short of direct military 
intervention by U.S. forces could 
have saved him, too stiff a political 
price for Washington to pay. After 
the entire world, through the satu
ration coverage by American TV 
netw o rk s , w a t ched Marcos' 
shameless rigging of the February 
7th elections the world's disap
proval was so total that not a single 
government was represented at 
the pathetic inauguration Marcos 
staged just a few hours before his 
flight to exile. Urged by the State 
Department and mindful of over
whelming American public sup
port for the new government, 
Ronald Reagan took the only policy 
option left and recognized Corazon 
Aquino as the new president of the 
Philippines . 

A month after Marcos was over
thrown, I found myself on the way 
back to the Philippines. My arrival 
on March 31st coincided with the 
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President Corazon 
Aquino (right) 

confidently plugs for 
"national reconciliation" 

even as ousted 
strongman Ferdinand 

Marcos (far right) seeks 
to destabilize her 

government. A barrio 
picnic in southern 
Mindanao (below) 

typifies the country' 
hopeful mood since the 

February Revolution . 
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first of daily demonstrations by 
Marcos loyalists . Momentarily 
stunned by Marcos' unexpected 
downfall, the loyalists soon discov
ered that none of them had been 
thrown into jail, much less shot. 
Still trying to reverse their defeat, 
they took heart from the loud 
claims of the surviving pro-Marcos 
papers that some coup or another 
would soon topple the new gov
ernment. Marcos, for his part, 
fanned the flames from his exile in 
Hawaii. 

Marcos sour grapes aside, the 
country was up to something new 
and different. Just as Filipinos 
began to worry that the Marcos 
dynasty would go on forever, here 
was the stark reality of a Marcos
free country staring them in the 
face . At few other times in their 
history have they come before such 
a Great Divide between past and 
future . The challenges loomed 
larger than ever. But instead of 
shrinking from the enormous re
sponsibilities involved, instead of 
being daunted by the gargantuan 
mess left by the deposed regime, 
the country seemed to be pos
sessed by an overwhelming confi
dence in its future . Call it audacity 
or brazen hope, this the people had 
in full measure . It was no time to 
harp on difficulties or to doubt the 
capacity or the will to achieve; the 
whole point was to believe, to have 
faith . One was almost led to think 
that the Marcos tyranny might 
have been the necessary evil, the 
providential punishment, to force 
the nation out of its lingering 
colonial past, out of its stubborn 
adherence to unjust social institu
tions and practices. 

The Reckoning 
After the revolution, what? Quite 
obviously, the celebration has to 
come to an end. The extravagant 
hopes have to have their reckoning 
with brutal realities . After all, the 

country had been systematically 
pillaged by Marcos and his gang, 
its treasury empty, its foreign debts 
way beyond the capacity of the 
nation to pay, its industries and 
businesses at virtual standstill, etc. 

Perhaps the cynics have a point 
in saying that for all the exhilaration 
of booting out a tyrant, the people 
still cannot expect themselves to be 
exempt from having to wake up to 
the bitter facts of life that he has left 
behind. But it is also true that 
without this same exhilaration, the 
bitter facts would be even more 
bitter, more unbearable. If only 
because the people allowed them
selves the tonic of feeling good 
about themselves, of indulging in 
the unalloyed fun of celebration, 
they have already put themselves a 
few notches towards solving their 
problem. As President Aquino 
herself said, one of the immediate 
accomplishments she was most 
pleased about is the fact that "the 
Filipinos have regained their pride 
in their country." 

The Hard Questions 
Indeed, more was at stake in the 
February revolution than just a 
change of power from Marcos to a 
new administration. At the very 
heart of the revolution was the will 
of the people to restore the demo
cratic way of life that Marcos had 
trampled upon and reduced to a 
mockery. In upholding this man
date , President Aquino placed 
herself at the head of a historical 
upheaval the ramifications of 
which will continue to be felt in the 
coming years. 

In the 40 years that the Philip
pine Republic has been free from 
American rule, it has been fitfully 
trying to come to terms with the 
continuing trauma of its recent 
colonial past. On one hand, it felt 
called upon to reaffirm its identity 
as a Christian and democratic re
public, but on the other hand, it 

"At the very heart 
of the revolution 

was the will of the 
people to restore 
the democratic 
way of life that 

Marcos had 
trampled upon and 

reduced to a 
mockery." 

was faced with an impoverished 
economic and social reality. 

The Philippines remained a re
public of words, but not of deeds; it 
subscribed to an elegantly crafted 
constitution and a bill of rights that 
were rendered null and void by the 
harsh feudal conditions that af
flicted most of its people. Perhaps 
as the inevitable consequence, ever 
larger sections of the countryside 
became fertile grounds for the twin 
insurgencies of the 1970s, one 
communist-led and the other a 
Muslim separatist movement. On 
the vital level of sovereignty, an 
increasingly nationalistic people 
had to confront the presence of 
huge U .S . military bases that 
seemed to make the country noth
ing more than an inconsequential 
pawn of superpower rivalries. 

The sheer magnitude of the 
country's historical dilemma called 
for nothing less than first-rate 
statesmanship and a concerted 
national effort, both of which 
seemed in short supply as the 
country floundered from one crisis 
to another. Its political life never 
developed a measure of stability, 
and this may have opened the way 
for the proverbial strongman, i.e ., 
Marcos, who erupted in full dicta
torial force in 1972 . Initially 
launched with a ringing call for 
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Marcos loyalists pray for the return of their ousted leader at a makeshift shrine in front of 
Manila 's American embassy. 

national greatness, the dictator
ship soon lost any sense of noble 
purpose, gradually dwindling in 
its twilight years to nothing more 
than a shameless klep tocracy 
clinging to its rights of plunder. 

But with the brazen assassina
tion of opposition leader Benigno 
Aquino in 1983, the Philippine 
situation came to a rapid boil that 
would culminate a few years later 
with the emergence of his widow 
as Marcos' successor. The Mar
coses had touched the raw nerve of 
a nation that, after all, remained a 
devoutly Christian nation through 
all the tempestuous upheavals of 
its 400-year modern history as a 
Spanish and then American colo
ny, and as an independent republic 
after 1946. 

Not very surprisingly, the only 
institution that Marcos could not 
crush was the Christian church, 
particularly the dominant Roman 
Catholic church. Practically every
thing else-the old oligarchy and 
the military, the media, the labor 
unions, the middle classes, the 

opposition political parties, the 
prov incial hie rarchies-suc
cumbed to varying levels of en
ticement and force . Only through 
the church then, and symbolically 
through the high profile sermons 
of Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila, 
could the people begin to mount a 
credible and broad-based opposi
tion movement within the narrow 
confines of political legitimacy per
mitted by the dictatorship . 

The religious community desert
ed the regime in large numbers 
until the entire Philippines had 
become one conscience-stricken 
nation silently seething with rage 
over the wanton abuses of the 
regime. What had simmered for 
years as a largely ineffectual politi
cal crusade against the dictatorship 
turned into a moral revolt with 
unmistakable religious overtones. 

People Power 
Still, as many Filipinos remind 
themselves, the sins of Marcos are 
in many ways also the sins of the 
Filipino people. Although n ot 
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many could partake of the plunder, 
the vast majority did make the 
plunder possible with its collective 
silence and apathy. 

Today's Manila bristles with om
inous talk about the bad old days 
lingering into the new Aquino era. 
Right within or close enough to the 
Aquino government, some cynics 
point out, are the survivors and 
remnants of the Marcos regime
the military lords who actually ran 
the martial law machinery, the 
Marcos cronies who pillaged the 
economy and drained millions of 
dollars to Swiss accounts, the 
media apologists who lulled the 
nation into passive support for the 
deposed regime, the provincial 
warlords and oligarchs who con
tinue to cling to their ravaged 
fiefdoms. The litany of unre
dressed wrongs goes on and on. 

Yet, there are also the voices of 
moderation and patience. After all, 
President Aquino is not God. She 
could hardly be expected to cleanse 
the body politic of the massive filth 
and corruption that have accumu
lated through the years . Certainly 
not in the face of her commitment 
to democratic rights and practices. 
Her coalition government is no less 
than a four-ring circus-a patch
work of such diverse forces as her 
PDP-LABAN political party and its 
cause-oriented allies, the Makati 
business group and Cardinal Sin's 
Roman Catholic advisers , Vice 
President Laurel' s UNIDO political 
party, and the military faction of 
General Fidel Ramos and Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, recent 
defectors from the Marcos camp. 

For her supporters, the very fact 
that she could preside over such a 
potentially unwieldy coalition is 
the proof of considerable, if hither
to underrated, political skills. For 
her to opt for pluralism, for nego
tiations with communist rebels 
instead of confrontation and get-
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INTERVIEW 
with Cardinal 
Jaime Sin 

David Young 

Cardinal Jaime Sin , the Roman Catho
lic Archbishop of Manila , has been 
widely praised for his role m the 
popularly backed military revolt that 
ended the 20-year dictatorship of Fer
dinand Marcos and brought President 
Corazon Aquino to power. During the 
tense days following the fraudulent 
February 7 election, Cardinal Sin 
played a leading role . 

He and the Catholic Bishops' Confer
ence of the Philippines issued a post
election statement saying the Marcos 
government no longer had any "moral 
basis", and calling on the people to 
engage in a "non-violent struggle for 
justice." This statement was an im
portant contribution to the "People 
Power" revolution, since the bishops 
command the respect of many in this 
nation of 55 million people, 85% of 
whom are Roman Catholic . 

On February 22, when Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and Armed 
Forces Chief Fidel Ramos revolted 
against Marcos , Cardinal Sin began 
airing an appeal over the Catholic 
Church-operated Radio Veritas for 
the religious and all Filipinos to "leave 
your homes now" and go to Camp 
Aquinaldo to "support and protect" the 
two rebels . People responded, in trick
les at first, and by the millions the next 
<lay. The Philippine "People Power" 
revolution had begun . On February 25 
Marcos was gone, and Aquino was the 
new president . 

Fellow Bishop Antonio Y. Fortich , 
bishop of Bacolod on Negros Island, 
praised Cardinal Sin's role . "During 
those four dark days, it was really the 
call of Cardinal Sin who electrified the 

hearts of all Christians to show their 
love and affection to the two men who 
defected," Bishop Fortich said. "Had 
he not made that call, Enrile and Ramos 
would have been crushed, and Marcos 
would still be in power." 

Reporter David Young is a writer 
and Wesley Scholar at the Boston 
University School of Theology, who 
recently spent several months in the 
Philippines. He talked with Cardinal 
Sin about the events of February, the 
Philippines four months later, libera
tion theologi.:1, and the role of the church 
in working for justice. An approach
able, easy-going archbishop, Cardinal 
Sin is ever the diplomat , with a dry 
sense of humor. He is known among the 
Manila press corps as a "tough inter
viewee." 

NWO: Cardinal Sin, how did the 
bishops arrive at their post-elec
tion statement? Was it unanimous 
to call on the people to "non-vio
lently struggle for justice?" 

Yes, it was unanimous. We ar
rived at that statement, after hear
ing the situation in every province. 
Each bishop understood the situa
tion and reported to the conference 
(about election results in his prov
ince). There was cheating every
where, and even though he 
(Marcos) was proclaimed presi
dent, he was not chosen by the 
people, and so there was no moral 
basis to his claim. 

NWO: What about the role that 
you personally played in Febru
ary? 
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My role was very important in 
the sense that I just called the 
people (over Radio Veritas), and I 
am happy that they followed my 
instructions. Our glorious Easter 
came by the grace of God. I must be 
honest with you and tell you that I 
have no other explanation for it. 
We toppled the dictator, and we 
did it without bloodshed. 

NWO: Making the call for the 
people to fill the streets in support 
of the generals must have been an 
awesome responsibility. 

It was . The situation was very 
dangerous. Suppose our people 
were assassinated and killed, I 
would be responsible. But I imme
diately felt this had to be done . I do 
believe in the power of prayer. 

NWO: How do you remember 
those four days? 

It was terrific. We did not know 
what would happen. I was not able 
to sleep for four days and four 
nights . I was afraid that my people 
would be killed. It was hard-a 
terrific feeling of responsibility. 

NWO: How do you now feel about 
the people's triumph? 

It was a miracle. But the battle is 
not yet over, because we have one 
very serious problem, which is the 
economic recovery (of the Philip
pines). 

NWO: What role does the Catholic 
Church play today in the Philip
pines? 

The role of the church now is low 
profile. We are concentrating on 
programs of evangelization, edu
cation, and "the option for the 
poor," which is very basic-shel
ter, education, food. We will not be 
in the government. The moment 
the church marries a political sys
tem, the church becomes a widow 
in the next generation. 
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'We toppled the dictator, 
and we did it without bloodshed. ' 

NWO: What do you think about 
the Cory Aquino government? 

It is a very good government. We 
can see she is honest and simple 
and humble. 

NWO: How do you feel about the 
future of the Philif pines? 

I am optimistic. I she follows all 
these beautiful ideas, the country 
will be great again. 

NWO: Some have criticized you 
for not speaking out against 
Marcos sooner, saying that by not 
challenging him more directly, 
you were in effect supporting him. 
How do you respond? 

During martial law (1972-1981), I 
was the only one doing that 
(speaking out) in Manila. Marcos 
was still very strong. 

NWO: How did you relate to 
Marcos during the years of dicta
torship? 

I was always in Malacanang 
(Palace, the Marcoses' home and 
seat of government) . We always 
called one another, but we differed 
in our opinions. There were some 
tensions. But, personally, we got 
along well. 

NWO: What do you think of 
Ferdinand Marcos as a person? 

He is a liar. Imagine that he said 
that we (the Catholic Church) gave 
$30 million to Cory. I do not know 
where he got that. We do not even 
have enough money to pay for 
ourselves. To say that we are all 
Communists is something serious. 

NWO: You said that you used to 
get along well with him? 

Back then, we had very good 
relations. But right now that he is 
the guest of the American people, I 
have no more contacts with him. 
But I do pray for him, so that he will 

be full of the spirit of God and he 
will not tell lies. 

NWO: What is his legacy to the 
Philippines? 

Nothing. He destroyed the 
country. Disaster. He left the coun
try without money, and he took it 
all with him. 

NWO: In February, you called 
Enrile and Ramos "heroes". And 
yet, they are leaders in a military 
that committed many atrocities 
under Marcos , and continues 
often- brutal operations in the 
outlying provinces today. Would 
you still call them " heroes" ? 

At that particular point, they 
were really heroes . What they did 
in the past, I do not know. 

NWO: What do you think of 
liberation theology and the recent 
Vatican statement on it? 

Recently, after the revolution in 
our country, the Holy See men
tioned that we can oust a tyrant 
with civil disobedience-provided 
it is non-violent, and even with 
violence, if it is necessary. 

NWO: In your opinion, when 
would violence be permissible? 

If they are already killing the 
people, then it might be necessary 
as self-defense. 

NWO: Some priests in the Philip
pines have fought with the New 
People's Army, the Communist
led insurgency. One such is Fr. 
Conrado Balweg, who is not a 
Communist, but a tribal Filipino 
from northern Luzon whose peo
ple have been driven off their land 
and terrorized by the military. He 
would claim he is fighting in 
self-defense. Do you agree? 

No, I do not. 

NWO: How do you feel about 

priests who are involved with the 
revolutionary· movement? They 
say that oppressive societal struc
tures can only be removed by 
force . 

I do not know what they are 
thinking. They may be thinking of 
Marxism or Communism. I believe 
that Communism has been proven 
a failure in the world. 

NWO: You say you favor an 
" option for the poor", but you are 
leery about liberation theology. 
How do you distinguish between 
the two? 

What is very dangerous is the 
use of structural analysis (bor
rowed from Marxist analysis) to 
diagnose problems . That boils 
down to violence, and that is very 
dangerous. 

NWO: How is the Philipp ine 
Church trying to help the poor? 

We have many programs--feed
ing, education, evangelization . 
Right now the only programs for 
the welfare of the poor are the 
programs of the Church. The gov
ernment hasn' t done anything. 

NWO: One final question, Cardi
nal Sin . What can the Church in 
the Third World teach the First and 
Second Worlds? 

That money alone and power are 
not enough. Especially in ou r 
country. What is important is the 
power of prayer, solidarity with 
the poor, and keeping Christian 
tenets. We are trying our best to 
help the poor-which is our most 
important problem. o 
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ED NATIONS 
DAY 

~nations, representing more than 80 
percent of the world's population, 

convened at San Francisco and drafted 
and unanimously adopted the UN 

Charter. It went into effect after 
ratification on October 24, 1945. The 

day is now observed internationally as 
United Nations Day. 
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Charlotte's International House 
Some 30,000 people from over 100 countries are 

served by this remarkable cultural exchange center 

One morning in the spring of 
1985, a group of persons from 
various nations ga thered with 
some American volunteers for 
their weekly "Friendship Connec
tion" meeting at In terna tional 
House in Charlotte, North Caro
lina . That day all of the participants 
were encouraged to share songs in 
their native languages as well as to 
continue their English studies. 

A young Cambodian teacher 
stood up and sang a song that she 
had co m posed w ith another 
woman while they were impri
soned in a Pol Pot work camp. She 
expressed her anguish about her 
husband, children, and parents 
killed in her native land . Starving 
and stripped of her personal pos-

by Ruth Ann Parsapour 

sessions, she survived on crab 
mashed with sour fruit. Finally she 
escaped from the camp and sought 
her freedom on foot. 

" It was the most moving song 
that I had ever heard and it was in 
Khmer (the language of Cambo
dia) . I couldn't understand a 
word," said Sarni Scripter, tem
porary director at International 
House and a United Methodist. 

Then a problem arose when the 
young woman wanted to sing the 
song every time the group met to 
practice their English. Although 
her physical needs had been met in 
the United States, she longed for 
everyone to completely under
stand her song. 

"Finally, I had someone trans-
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late the song into English and I 
read the words before she sang it, 
said Mrs. Scripter. "That seemed to 
satisfy and calm her." 

Sarni Scripter is one of several 
United Methodists who, along 
with those of other denominations, 
strive to meet the needs of Char
lotte's international population. 
More than 30,000 people, from 
over 100 different countries, live 
and work in the area . Like so many 
other volunteers, she was drawn to 
International House because of her 
past work with the foreign born 
and the desire to help them adjust 
to a new environment. 

Three Main Problems 
Many of these persons face three 
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/H's Kimm jolly (above) keeps the 
"Friendship Connection" going for 
foreign visitors who drop in for conver
sation and fellowship (opposite page) . 

main problems when they come to 
see us, said Kimm Jolly, executive 
director of International House . 
"They are experiencing a language 
barrier, loneliness, and a feeling of 
disorientation. Our main focus is 
to be a welcoming friend-to put 
them in touch with each other and 
with Americans and to give them a 
base to operate from. I think that 
part of that is educating the Char
lotte community about the inter
national diversity in its midst so 
that Charlotteans will be more 
welcoming, open, and interested," 
she said. "We do not evangelize." 

"We can witness to being a 
Christian community without hav
ing to evangelize or insist that 
others think theologically like we 

do," said the Reverend Frank Pad
gett, pastor at St. Paul' s United 
Methodist Church . 

A nonprofit, cultural exchange 
center, International House has 
blossomed since its founding in 
1981 by the combined efforts of 
Central Piedmont Community 
College (CPCC) and the Communi
ty College and International Min
istry (CCIM) of Charlotte, Inc . The 
Center is operated by an executive 
director, two program coordina
tors, a part-time secretary, and 
many volunteers . A 30-member 
board of directors and two advi
sory councils guide the staff. One 
of the councils is made up entirely 
of representatives whose churches 
support the program. 

A budget of about $55,000 covers 
salaries, programs, maintenance, 
and utilities . Charlotte area 
churches provide 17 percent of all 
funding, said Ms. Jolly. Four Uni~
ed Methodist churches in Charlotte 
plus the Charlotte District Mission 
donated $4,500 in 1985. Judica
tories and churches together sup
ply a majority of the funds . The 
remainder comes from businesses, 
other groups and individuals . 

Services at International House 
include a speakers' bureau, trans
lation and immigration assistance, 
a library and general information 
and referral. A newsletter is mailed 
once a month. Opportunities for 
meeting and helping people are 
numerous : foreign language 
lunches, demonstrations and 
booths at festivals , the internation
al choir, and an assortment of 
informative programs. 

The Friendship Connection 
One of the most successful pro
grams is the " Friendship Connec
tion" which began in February of 
1985. These sessions, organized 
into 10-12-week segments, allow 
people to practice their English in 

an informal setting. Sessions are 
held once a week for one-and-a
half hours . Nursery care and trans
portation are provided. 

As many as 30-60 participants, 
ranging in age from 19-85, may 
meet on a typical Thursday. They 
frequently begin with group sing
ing and then break into smaller 
groups for conversation on a one
to-one basis. The group eventually 
ends the morning with refresh
ments usually baked by church 
circles . 

The first meeting is often an 
anxious one, said Leslie Sladky, a 
staff program coordinator on ma
ternity leave. One woman had 
never left her child in the care of 
nursery personnel. Another moth
er from Ethiopia arrived with a 
child who had suffered permanent 
damage from malnutrition and she 
was uneasy about attending the 
program. 

John Garret, a member of 
Hawthorne Lane UMC, has volun
teered since the "Friendship Con
nection" began . He plans the 
routes and often drives the van that 
transports those needing rides to 
the house. 

" Our routes have run as much as 
SO miles a round trip. The church 
supplies the van and the gas," he 
said. Fellow church members, Ed 
Jordan and Marvin Henderson, 
also help drive the van . 

" It' s an opportunity for us to be 
missionaries in Charlotte," said 
Kathy Smith, a volunteer and pres
ident of Myers Park United Meth
odist Women. " I think I' ve bene
fited more from being around 
people from other countries than 
they have from being with me." 

Such comments are typical from 
American volunteers who explain 
U.S. holidays, sing, teach idioms 
or how to write basic letters, and 
pronounce the names of common 
vegetables . The volunteers come 
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from varied backgrounds. Many 
are retired teachers O! homemak
ers, but the list includes govern
ment workers and nurses. 

Under the leadership of Sally 
Wyche Coenen, the participants 
take field trips and present at least 
one talent show a session. Both 
Americans and those of other na
tionalities take part. 

Gerti Amering from Austria per
formed a German song complete 
with humorous gestures. Momoyo 
Nakato of Japan modeled her 
brown-toned silk kimono and de
monstrated the pockets hidden in 
the sleeves. Giang Trinh, a Viet
namese refugee, read a poem and 
played the mandolin. Kathy Smith 
from the U.S. shared a song that 
her mother had taught her. 

Giang Trinh played the mando
lin courtesy of volunteer Ed Jor
dan, who loaned his instrument to 
Trinh. Mr. Trinh had not held a 
mandolin in his hands since he was 
forced to leave his instrument 
behind with all of his other pos
sessions during the fall of Saigon. 

Although he is retired, Mr. Trinh 
said,"One day a week I come to 
work here . I'd like to come here 
every day." 

Gerti Amering is visiting the 
U.S. on a tourist visa and plans to 
travel throughout the U.S. before 
she returns to Austria . She is 
typical of those students and wives 
of foreign businessmen who have a 
basic command of the English 
la n guage , but hopes to learn 
idioms, slang, and more about 
America. 

"I wanted to take an English 
class and meet people. A lady told 
me about Internationa. House. The 
number of Americans helping here 
is higher than in regular classes. 
I've learned more English here 
than in 12 years at home." 

national House is "Home for the 
Holidays," when international 
students become the guests of 
American families for traditional 
Thanksgiving dinners. Over 70 
percent of foreign students in the 
U.S. have never been inside an 
American home, said Ms. Sladky, 
who implemented the first holiday 
exchange. 

Sandi and Bob McGarrah, mem
bers of Providence UMC in Char
lotte, have participated in the pro
gram for two years . They have had 
students from Japan, Brazil, Iran, 
and Kuwait. 

"We think it' s important for our 
children to be exposed to people 
from other countries," said Mrs. 
McGarrah, who lived in Japan 
where her husband was on an IBM 
assignment for about two years. 

" It is fascinating to look back on 
the history of how International 
House came about. It is a very 
worthwhile project that benefits 
Central Piedmont Community 
College and the community," said 
Dr. Mel Gay, Vice- President for 
Student Development at CPCC 
and a member of Myers Park UMC 
in Charlotte. 

In 1978, Dr. Gay met with the 
Rev. Mr. Padgett, who was then 
associate minister at Providence 
UMC. They had been urged to 
meet and discuss the needs for a 
campus ministry at CPCC. 

"We sat down over a cup of 
coffee in the old cafeteria at CPCC 
and talked about possibilities. We 
decided that we would bring to
gether key individuals from the 
college and the church initially. 
Later we added people from the 
general community to this dia
logue. Somewhere in those early 
discussions we also involved Don 
Rogers, Baptist Campus Minister 
for the Charlotte Area." 

"We discovered that the biggest 
"Home For The Holidays" need at CPCC was for a ministry to 
Another popular program at Inter- international students . They 
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claimed at that point that 90 differ
ent ethnic groups were associated 
with CPCC. They needed housing, 
help with English, and meeting 
others from their own countries," 
said Padgett. 

The Reverend David Upshaw, 
who later became the coordinator 
of CCIM, promoted the concept of 
an international house. Another 
key figure was the Reverend Julian 
Cave. As senior minister at St. 
John's Baptist Church, he support
ed the idea and offered his church 
as a temporary headquarters for 
International House. 

St. John's Baptist Church then 
agreed to lease a 6,000 sq. ft. 
building on Hawthorne Lane to 
CCIM if $50,000 could be raised by 
the community in support of the 
project. Fundraising began in 1983, 
and the sum was finally met. The 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Method
ist judicatories pledged $45,000 
over a tw~year period and largely 
made the project possible. 

Today no one doubts the need 
for International House in Char
lotte. There are 164 international 
firms in the Charlotte-Mecklen
burg area. About 2,050 foreign 
students are enrolled in regular 
classes at CPCC and the University 
of North Carolina (UNCC), the 
area' s two largest colleges. Seven 
hundred students participate in 12 
bilingual centers in the public 
schools. And the Catholic Refugee 
Office reports that 5,000 refugees 
have come to the Charlotte area in 
the last ten years. 

"I marvel at where this has come 
since that modest cup of coffee. It 
has been serendipitous and evolu
tionary," says Frank Padgett. "I 
believe the hand of God is 
there ." o 

Ruth Ann Parsapour is a free-lance 
writer, based in Charlotte, N.C. 
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The debate over 
economic disengagement 
continues to grow 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Churches And Divestment sy Jim owen 

The struggle of the U.S. religious 
community against apartheid in 
South Africa is not a new one. In 
various ways, America's churches 
have been raising their voices 
against apartheid almost since it 
was institutionalized by the ruling 
National Party in 1948. But they 
have been doing much more than 
simply raising their voices. Impa
tient with the lack of meaningful 
reform of the South African sys
tem, a growing number of U.S. 
religious bodies have been using 
shareholder pressure and divest
ing themselves of stock in major 
U.S. corporations that do business 
in South Africa. 

Advocates of divestment view 
the strategy as one of the remain
ing tangible steps that churches 
can take in maintaining a faithful 
witness against apartheid. Many of 
these activists believe that a broad 
movement toward divestment by 
churches and secular institutions, 
such as universities and state and 
city pension funds, may exert 
pressure on the United States gov-

0151 

ernrnent-the U.S. is South. Afri
ca's largest trading partner-to 
take a firmer stance toward South 
Africa. 

Church leaders and secular ac
tivists alike who favor rapid di
vestment of stock holdings in com
panies engaged in South Africa say 
that U.S. corporate involvement 
helps prop up a morally corrupt 
regime. They maintain that by 
divesting those shares--0r threa
tening to--churches can use their 
moral influence to help effect 
peaceful change in that country by 
influencing U .S. companies to 
withdraw. Others contend that 
speedy divestment simply strips 
the churches of whatever influence 
they may have with corpora ions, 
and that shareholder leverage is 
also an effective means of pushing 
for withdrawal. Still others, most 
notably U.S. corporations, say that 
their business presence in South 
Africa can help stimulate the 
seemingly glacial pace of improve
ment in race relations there. 

Shareholder activism, as a 

means of seeking what has become 
known as "corporate responsibili
ty," took hold in the late 1960s, 
largely based on the churches' 
opposition to the production of 
certain war material such as na
palm and anti-personnel weap
ons. Before long, shareholder ac
tivism became a mainstay in the 
anti-apartheid campaign, which 
sought to persuade U.S. compan
ies to withdraw as a means of 
pressing for change in South Afri
ca. IBM, General Motors, Ford and 
several commercial banks were 
among the early targets of the 
churches' activism. Until recently, 
however, outright divestment 
from companies that seemed to be 
dragging their feet was viewed as a 
last resort, to be used only after 
dialogue and moral suasion had 
been exhausted . 

Movement Gaining Momentum 
But as racial violence intensifies 
and the Pretoria regime seems 
more implacable than ever, the 
movement for quick divestment is 

Methodist 
Federation for 
Social Action 
officials at a recent 
Evanston , Ill . 
rally calling on the 
UM Board of 
Pensions to drop 
investment in 
Sou th Africa . 
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gaming momentum. Tim Smith, 
executive director of the Interfaith 
Center for Corporate Responsibili
ty (ICCR) in New York, explained 
that there are three basic positions 
taken by U.S. churches who are 
members of ICCR: a) full divest
ment; b) selective or phased di
vestment; c) shareholder activism 
and divestment as a last resort. 
These church bodies have com
bined investment assets totalling 
nearly $12 billion. 

"All three positions are 'respon
sible'," says Smith. "What is irre
sponsible in view of the South 
African situation is a 'no action' 
position, where we ignore our 

ed investments. The Religious So
ciety of Friends approved steps 
toward divestment of its $15 mil
lion invested in the controversial 
stocks last March. And the Unitari
an Universalist Association had 
disposed of nearly all its $7 million 
worth of South African stocks by 
November 1985. In April 1985, 
Union Theological Seminary in 
New York voted to divest all its 
South African-related invest
ments. "We think it can be done in 
such a way as to have no economic 
penalty to the seminary," observed 
Union President Donald W. 
Shriver, Jr., last year. 

ethical responsibilities as share- Other Strategies 
holders in companies which help Many larger U.S. Protestant com
prop up apartheid." munions, however, are taking a 

More and more churches are more deliberate course, ranging 
taking action, however. In July, from selective divestment ·in a few 
1985, the United Church of Christ, companies to a policy of divest
a 1.8 million-member denomina- ment as a last resort. The United 
tion, voted at its general synod to Presbyterian Church, (U .S.A.) 
call upon all its church agencies to with 3.2 million members, has 
divest from companies that refuse developed a "phased, selective 
to leave South Africa . Within divestment policy," according to 
months, the boards of both of the William Somplatsky-Jarman. 
denomination's major mission This policy, adopted at the de
agencies had moved to request nomination's 1985 General Assem
divestment of their holdings from bly, has resulted in the church's 
South Africa-related firms within divestment from four U.S. com
one year. panies-Mobil, Texaco, Newmont 

Richard Dubie, treasurer of the Mining and the Fluor Corpora
United Church Board for Home- tion-thatMr. Somplatsky-Jarman 
land Ministries, says he hopes that said are making no attempt to 
the job will be completed by this comply with the church's request 
fall . "But it will be a substantial job that it work actively against apar
indeed," he says, noting that the theid . He said the church's action 
list of corporations engaged in last December is expected to "re
South Africa is a fluid one that suit in no loss of performance" to 
must be monitored constantly . its earnings. 
Dubie declined to speculate on The Southern Baptist Conven
how the projected divestment tion's Annuity Board is "commit
might affect the profitability of the ted to a philosophy of non-divest
board' s overall portfolio, saying ment, which is well received 
that "only hindsight can determine throughout the church," according 
the economics of the situation." to the pension board's president, 

Other, smaller church bodies Darold Morgan. "We prefer to stay 
have also moved swiftly to divest on the inside and pressure the 
themselves of South African-relat- corporate management to change 
[366] NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER 1986 

"As racial violence 
intensifies and the 

Pretoria regime 
seems more im

placable than ever, 
the movement for 
quick divestment . . . 

1s ga1n1ng 
momentum." 

its views on South Africa," said 
Morgan, adding that divestment of 
certain stocks has not been ruled 
out as a future option. 

However, income loss resulting 
from divestment continues to con
cern church pension management 
groups in some denominations. A 
split emerged within the Lutheran 
Church in America last year after 
its pensions board refused to file 
stockholder resolutions with com
panies active in South Africa. 

Opinion within the 9.4 million 
member United Methodist Church 
is also split among several factions . 
"There's no question in my mind 
that the pension assets of the 
church's General Board of Pen
sions would suffer as a result of 
broad divestment," says Gerald 
Hornung, who overseas the pen
sion fund of $2.3 billion. 

The pension board has opted for 
an "active shareholder" approach 
in which the church seeks to 
persuade U.S. companies to ad
here to the Sullivan Principles. But 
the Evanston, IL-based agency 
was not among the many main
stream Protestant groups divesting 
stock in any of 12 companies 
singled out in late 1985 by the ICCR 
as having particularly unrespon
sive stances toward apartheid. 

Divestment activity within the 
Roman Catholic Church has also 
taken a much slower pace. Father 
Rollin Lambert of the U.S. Catholic 
Conference in Washington, D.C. , 
said dioceses "are waiting for the 
conference to come out with a 
policy before making any m~ves of 
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their own. Each diocese has control 
over its own investment assets." 

Fr. Lambert said the issue was 
under study by the conference, but 
that development of a new policy 
would depend to a great extent 
upon "guidance we receive on the 
matter from the South African 
bishops." Several leading Protes
tants in South Africa, including the 
Nobel Prize-winning Anglican 
Archbishop of Capetown, Des
mond Tutu, and C. F. Beyers 
Naude, a white Dutch Reformed 
anti-apartheid leader, have asked 
the U.S. religious community to 
press U.S. corporations to leave 
their country. 

Meanwhile, many dioceses are 
contemplating action on their own 
and one, the Archdiocese of Mil
waukee, has taken steps involving 
divestment. The archdiocese got 
rid of Citicorp bonds in 1985 be
cause of the bank's well-known 
position of making loans to the 
South African government, said 
Father Eugene Pocernich, archdio
cese director for justice and peace 
issues. 

"We have looked very carefully 
at South Africa and our invest
ments," he said. The archdiocese 
belongs to the ICCR. 

Colleges and Other Institutions 
Joining the churches, even sur
passing them in many instances, 
are a growing number of colleges, 
universities, municipal pension 
funds and other public institu
tions . By last June, 42 colleges had 
voted to sell all their South Africa 
holdings, and another 42 voted to 
partially divest those stocks. 

The secular pension and invest
ment assets have evoked contra
dictory emotions. Some universi
ties in particular are very nervous 
about their earnings, and others 
fear that by snubbing major U.S. 
companies through divestment, 
they will be endangering those 

A large interfaith rally on the steps of the Capitol on June 16 draws strong support from 
some of America's top church leaders, including UM Bishop James Ault of Pittsburg 
(left) and Dr. Avery Post, president of the United Church of Christ (right) . 
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SHAREHOLDER POWER OR BACKING APARTHEID? 

The United Methodist Church is 
a denomination with considerable 
investments. By mid-1986, its Gen
eral Board of Pensions had nearly 
$2.3 billion in investment assets, 
equaling or surpassing the retire
ment funds of many U.S. states . 

United Methodists have long 
been active in using shareholder 
approaches toward encouraging 
corporate responsibility, but some 
church leaders among UMC agen
cies today are divided over which is 
the best approach to deploy moral 
and economic clout against U.S. 
companies that will not leave 
South Africa, or adhere to the 
Sullivan Principles. 

Recognizing that the 13 UMC 
churches with investments in 
South Africa need a coherent 
framework for action, the Church's 
General Council on Finance and 
Administration recommended last 
December that their denomina
tion's general agencies take one of 
three strategies: full divestment, 
partial or selective divestment, or 
shareholder activism. 

Gerald Hornung, general secre
tary of the General Board of Pen
sions in Evanston, IL, is a firm 
supporter of what he calls "share
holder power." As evidence of that 
influence, he said that the board by 
mid-year had prepared 15 share
holder resolutions urging U.S. cor
porations to adopt the Sullivan 
Principles, "and most did sign," he 
added. 

Hornung contends that by ap
plying Methodist economic clout to 
pressure American companies to 
sign and live up to the Sullivan 
Principles is the best way to bring 
about change in South Africa. He 
scoffed at the growing number of 
church and secular critics of the 
Sullivan Principles, who assert that 
the guidelines are no longer rele
vant in South Africa. 

"These criticisms are mostly 
rhetoric," said Hornung, adding 
that the critics are "probably un
aware that the principles have been 
revised and strengthened four 
times." He also expressed deep 
reservations about any divestment 
programs because of fear of what 
he called "fiduciary irresponsibili
ty" to the 60,000 participants in the 
pension program. 

" Other age n cies are talking 
about funds that belong to them," 
he sa id. " We're talking about 
funds that belong to participants in 
our plan, any one of whom could 
sue us tomorrow if we are impru
dent." 

He also maintains that divest
ment from several blue-chip U.S. 
firms such as IBM and General 
Motors would result in a loss of 
profits for the Board . The Method
ist pension agency has almost 
$62,000,000 worth of IBM stock. 

Pension's Hornung: Says criticisms 
are mostly rhetoric and fears what he 
calls 'fiduciary irresponsibility.' 

Hornung also praised the pen
sion board's creation of a "South 
Africa Free" fund into which pen
sion plan participants can put their 
personal contributions. The new 
fund will take effect January 1, 
1987. No funds contributed to a 
participant's plan by his or her 

church or agency would be affect
ed, however, a feature that has 
been assailed by the board's critics. 

Gerald Hornung has plenty of 
critics throughout the Methodist 
world . Several other church agen
cies, including the General Board 
of Global Ministries and the Gener
al Board of Church and Society, 
have already moved to divest some 
stock holdings in companies that 
won't leave South Africa. 

Cassandra Johnson, of the 
Washington, D.C.-based General 
Board of Church and Society, says 
that Mr. Hornung's position per
petuates "a kind of hypocrisy that 
has always pushed people out of 
the church." She was skeptical of 
his caution regarding financial re
sponsibility to pensioners: "Fiduci
ary responsibility means that you 
don't get to take someone's 
money, as a trustee, and waste it." 

It is the moral and religious 
obligation of the church, she said, 
" to be a vanguard" in helping to 
dismantle apartheid. She contends 
that the pension board could divest 
its South African stocks and live up 
to its financial responsibility. 

"We can still provide for the 
pensioners, the widows and the 
children, and still be able to hold 
our heads up and say 'yes, we are 
the body of Christ in this world. '" 

Another critic is the Rev. George 
McClain, executive secretary of the 
Methodist Federation for Social 
Action, one of the church's oldest 
caucuses. He faults the Church for 
"not encouraging disinvestment" 
by U.S. corporations from South 
Africa. His network of United 
Methodist activists does not insist 
on full, outright divestment, but 
does support intermediate steps 
that would show good faith . And 
h e sa id that the board' s new 
"South Africa Free" fund is " too 
little, too late." 
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ew York's Columbia Un ivers ity (above) is just one of many U.S. colleges wracked by anti-apartheid protest movements. 

companies' critical philanthropic 
activities . 

At Harvard University, where a 
major divestment skirmish was 
unfolding last spring, Saul Cohen, 
a member of the university's board 
of overseers, said" divestment isn' t 
simple. It might not even be feasi
ble." Cohen, like many other critics 
of divestment, questions the depth 
of the activists' convictions: " It's 
easy for students to tell Harvard to 
divest. But I wonder how many of 
them have given up their IBM 
computers and their Guccis. " 

American cities are also taking As the divestment movement 
up the anti-apartheid cause. Last swells, more and more major U.S. 
January, the San Francisco Board of companies are beginning to re
Supervisors approved unanimous- evaluate for themselves the advan
ly a strong measure that would bar tages of staying in South Africa . 
the city from purchasing goods and General Electric and AT & T are 
services from many companies among a handful of businesses that 
doing business in South Africa . A have decided to cut their link with 
score of other cities nationwide South Africa. IBM's chairman, 
have passed measures requiring John F. Akers, says the company is 
gradual divestment of city pension growing "increasingly dis
funds from South African-related couraged" about its ability to con
stocks, but the San Francisco deci- tinue its operations there . 
sion on purchasing still stands out Church and secular activists 
as one of the toughest responses. claim some of the credit for these 
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developments. Tim Smith of ICCR 
believes that increasingly compan
ies will decide to quit South Africa 
as turmoil and violence mounts 
there in the absence of any real 
social and political change. 

Has the church had an impact on 
banks and corporations in South 
Africa? " Very definitely," says 
Smith, contending that a church
led movement can strengthen 
what he calls "a turning tide" 
against U.S. governmental fa ilure 
to act more vigorously against 
apartheid. "This is now a main
stream American issue." 

Divestment does indeed seem to 
have captured an important part of 

I 

The Rev. William fames , a retired ew 
York minister, burns his pension check 
to drama tize anti-apartheid protest . 

the American imagination. It is still 
too early to tell what effect this 
movement is having on South 
Africa-whether the threat or act of 
widespread divestment or eventu
al retreat of U.S. business will 
soften Pretoria's grip. It is also too 
early to predict the impact-finan
cia l or moral-of divestment 
among U.S. churches. However, 
faced with increasing violence and 
the transigence of the South Afri
can government, it is a movement 
likely to grow throughout the U.S. 
religious community. o 

Jim Owen is a free-lance writer, based 
in New York. 

The Sullivan Principles ------------------------~--

The Sullivan Principles were the principles are no longer rele
written almost ten years ago by the vant as a meaningful solution to 
Rev. Leon Sullivan, a Baptist min- apartheid." 
ister, of Philadelphia, who sits on Even Mr. Sullivan has expressed 
the board of directors of General mixed feelings about the code. In 
Motors . The principles were in- January, 1984, he agreed that they 
tended as a yardstick to measure had failed to bring about meaning
the extent of American companies ful change for blacks. More recent
with respect to their efforts to ly, he has said that " if apartheid is 
promote fair labor practices for not ended statutoril by Augu t 
black South Africans. 1987, I will call for the withdrawal 

U.S. firms operating in South of all U.S. companies." 
Africa have been asked by the "Continued U.S. investment in 
churches and others to sign and South Africa represents a kind of 
implement the principles, and they stam p of approval on that regime, a 
are evaluated annually in this pro- symbol that they' re accepted in the 
cess by the accounting firm, Arthur world community. It would be a 
D. Little, Inc. Chief among th e great blow against apartheid if they 
specific points monitored are equal los t th eir U .S. backing," said 
pay for equal work, desegregation George McClain. 
of facilities and fair employmen t, And where do the pensioner 
including black unionization since them elves stand on all this? Lack-
1979. ing pollhtg data, it i difficult to 

By 1986, a majority of main- know. Ms. Johnson ugge ted that 
stream U.S. church activists had most of the pen ion plan partici
lost faith in the Sullivan Principles pants " don ' t know about the 
as a tool for promoting real change issue" and that "all they want i a 
in South Africa. Tim Smith, of the check." She did a that " I get 
Interfai th Center for Corporate letter all the time from 1 cal 
Responsibility, said that "mo t of churche wanting to know how to 
the churches today recognize that go about dive ting." 
(370] NEW WORLD OUTLOOK EPTEMBER 1 

McClain affirmed the impor
tance of ensuring the profitability 
of pension funds, but added that 
he believes that growing number 
of United Methodists "are with u 
on this issue." He cited the small 
group of UMC pastors who are 
burning their pension checks at 
annual conference se sions to pro
test the pension board's policy. 

Still, Homung's position proba
bly has many silent supporter 
around the country. Echoing hi 
view that the di e tment mo e
ment simplifies a complex is ue at a 
churchwide consultation on the 
issue wa Leta Merrow of Ham
burg, NY, a repre entati e of the 
General Council on Finance and 
Administration: "Sometime when 
I read the pre it would eem that 
all the problem of apartheid 
would di appear with di e tment, 
and that onl tho e who dive t ar 
again t apartheid ." 

She affirmed the thr e choic 
a ppro ed b the GCF A, yin 
the will "enable each part of th 
church to affirm integrity of th 
other part in their acti n . " 
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'Pear Blossom' 
Ewha Women's University: Its 
centennial tree still flourishes 

by Dorothy W tnner Trebilcock 

"In 1886, the seed of Ewha educa
tion was planted in this earth. 
Since then, that power of life has 
grown in abundance, borne much 
fruit and become a big tree. Stand
ing before that one-hundred
year-old tree which has overcome 
the hardships of all kinds of weath
er, we become solemn." 

The words come from Ewha' s 
president, Dr. Ii Sook Chung, in 
her address to the 1986 Centennial 
Convocation. The tree undoubted
ly refers to the name "Pear Blos
som," bestowed upon Ewha by 
Queen Min in 1886 at the time the 
school began in the home of Meth
odist missionary Mary Scranton. 
This year in May, Ewha Woman's 
University, the largest women's 
university in the world, with 20,-
000 students, 54 departments and 
11 colleges, including a law school 
and a medical school, celebrated a 
centennial. 

Two hundred American guests, 
including former teachers, mis
sionaries and friends, along with 
hundreds of Ewha alumnae were 
present at the celebration. Dr. J. 
Earnest Fisher of Bristol, Virginia, 
who was one-hundred years old in 
August, received special recogni
tion as Ewha's "twin." Dr. Fisher 
taught for more than 20 years in 
Korea, serving as Professor of 
Education at Chosen Christian 
College (now Yonsei University) 
and as an Ewha board member. He 
later became an advisor to the 
military government in post-war 
years . 

Producing Leaders 
In another Centennial address, Dr. 
Tae Young Lee, the first woman 
attorney in Korea and former Dean 
of Ewha' s Law School, said that the 
goal of education should be to 
produce leaders. Many Ewha grad
uates have been a credit not only to 
their alma mater but also to the 
progress of women's education in 
Korea . 

Induk Pahk, for example, is best 
known in America as the "Septem
ber Monkey," the title of her 
autobiography published in 1954 
by Harper and Row. When she was 
six years old, her mother sent her 
to school in boys' clothing because 
at the tum of the century, girls 
were not educated in Korea. Mrs. 
Pahk later attended Ewha Univer
sity, came to the United States for 
further education and ultimately 
returned to Korea with initial funds 
with which to begin a self-help 
vocational school. " When you 
dream with God it comes true," 
she said. And her dream lives on in 
the vocational school, an Induk 
School of Design as well as a junior 
college located just outside Seoul. 

Eun Ja Lee Kirn, a 1960 graduate 
of Ewha, spent her first post-grad
uate years as a missionary to 
Pakistan. Later, she came to the 
United States and at the present 
time she is director of the Korean 
School of New Jersey with a staff of 
23 teachers and 250 students . The 
school focuses on writing and 
speaking of the Korean language. 

Many Ewha graduates are mak-

Dr. Okgill Kim headed Ewha through its 
period of rapid growth in the 1960s and 
1970s . 

ing contributions in the field of 
science. Among them is Yhun 
Yhong Sheen who recen tly re
ceived a Ph.D. from the University 
of Illinois in physiology, specializ
ing in breast cancer. In September 
she will receive postdoctoral train
ing at the National Institute of 
Health in Washington. Dr. Kyong 
Joo Kwan, another Ewha graduate, 
is a researcher in biochemistry at 
the Institute. Dr. Hai Won Chang, 
a 1950 Ewha graduate, is an associ
ate professor in the College of 
Physicians at Columbia University. 

"There just isn' t enough time in 
each day if you don' t get an early 
start," said Lee Bok Sun who 
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Dr. Helen Kim (below), served as 
Ewha's first Korean president during 

the Korean war period; A happy 
reunion (bottom) is shared by author 

Kwang Nam Min , rig~t, and American 
visitors Dorothy Warner Trebilcock 

and her uncle, Dr. J. Earnest Fisher. 

graduated from Ewha in 1928. A 
delightful woman dressed in her 
native chima chogeri, she was 
present at the centennial celebra
tion and she inspired her listeners 
with facts about her life in Chicago, 
Illinois. Mrs. Lee rises at 5:30 each 
morning to jog. She teaches piano 
and plays the piano regularly at her 
church. 

Ewha has produced many social 
workers who are involved with 
various aspects of urban and rural 
life in Korea and there are those 
who work in specialized areas. 
Mrs. Kim Dae Hoon, a 1961 gradu
ate, is chief of the translation 
section of the Social Welfare De
partment, Holt Children's Serv
ices. Anyone who knows about the 
foreign adoption program appreci
ates the sensitive role of workers in 
this agency. 

Dr. Soojae Moon graduated from 
Ewha in 1955. She studied in the 
United States, received a Ph.D. 
from Tokyo University and later 
returned to Korea to teach in her 
field of nutrition. Now chairman of 
the department at Yonsei Universi
ty, Dr. Moon explained that her 
teaching emphasizes a societal ap
proach to nutrition rather than the 
individual analytical concept. "For 
example, we investigate why one 
disease is more prevalent in one 
country than another and what 
factors of nutrition might account 
for these differences." 

Two Kims-Helen and Okgill 
Dr. Helen Kirn was the first Korean 
president of Ewha, serving from 
1946 to 1961. She was an Ewha 
alumna and also the first Korean 
woman to receive a doctorate. Dr. 
Kirn is credited with literally pick
ing up Ewha and moving it south 
to Pusan during the dark days of 
the Korean War. Makeshift facili
ties were maintained there along 
with the determination to continue 
the education of Korean women. 
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Another Ewha graduate also 
became president. Dr. Okgill Kim 
graduated in 1943 and continued 
her education at Wesleyan Univer
sity and at Temple University. 
During her IS-year term of office 
(1961-1979), numerous depart
ments were developed including 
the college of physical education as 
well as the college of law and 
political science and the depart
ment of foreign languages in the 
college of education. 

There are numerous authors 
among Ewha alumnae . Kwang 
Nam Min has a newly published 
book entitled, "The Ten Com
mandments for Women," a dia
logue with a prominent male writer 
concerning the rights of Korean 
women in modem society. The 
book includes a separate fan-
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shaped listing of each item discus
sed in the book. Mrs. Kwang is a 
wife and mother who has a wide 
reputation as a writer and transla
tor. 

Those of us who were privileged 
to be present at the Centennial 
Celebration came away with a very 
positive impression. It is obvious 
that Ewha' s tree is continuing to 
produce many ' 'blossoms" and the 
second hundred years of Ewha 
Women's University must surely 
hold bright hope for the future of 
women's education in Korea . o 

Dorothy Warner Trebilcock, of Lu
dington, Mich., comes from a family of 
missionaries to Korea. She accompan
ied her uncle, J. Earnest Fisher, to the 
Ewha Centennial . 

-Modern buildings dot the university's sprawling campus in Seoul (left); Two native 
Mississippians Mamie Lee Finger, left, and Peggy Billings, right, with Ewha president Ii 
Sook Chang after getting honorary doctorates at recent centennial celebrations (below). 

Ewha Woman's University is the 
largest university for women in the 
world. 

One year after the first Method
ist missionaries arrived in Korea on 
Easter, 1885, the school for girls 
was launched by Mary Benton 
Scranton and named Ewha, mean
ing pear blossom. Ms. Scranton 
went to Korea with her only son for 
the Woman's Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and remained in Seoul 
until her death. Today Ewha has 
20,000 students, a faculty of 1,000, 
three graduate schools, 11 colleges, 
54 departments and 14 research 
institutions. 

During a week-long centennial 
celebration in Seoul the school 
dedicated a new library that seats 
4,000, a new social science build
ing, a new kindergarten and home 
economics practice house, and 
broke ground for a new university 
museum. 

Two United Methodist 
women-both native Mississip
pians-received honorary doctor
ates: Mamie Lee Finger, Knoxville, 
TN, and Lake Junaluska, N .C., 
chairperson since 1979 of the Inter
national Foundation for Ewha, and 

Peggy Billings, New York, deputy 
general secretary of the World 
Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministrie s. Ms . Finger 
played a major role in raising 
money for the new Centennial 
Library and is now deeply involved 
in raising money for the purchase 
of books. Ms. Billings served as a 
missionary in Korea 1952-1963. 

Two plaques recognizing major 
donors were unveiled at the new 
library. A bas-relief of Betty Sea
bury Mitchell, Tucson, Arizona, 
acknowledges her gift of $200,000. 
The other lists many benefactors, 
including the International Foun
dation of Butler, N.J., for a gift in 
honor of Dr. Hurst Anderson, 
former president of American Uni
versity in Washington, D. C. , and 
his late wife; the General Board of 
Global Ministries for establishing a 
women's archives center at the 
library; friends of Harriett Morris, 
Wichita, Kan., who taught at Ewha 
for many years; friends of the late 
Harry Denman, the Methodist lay 
evangelist and friend of the late 
Ewha president Helen Kim, and 
Dorothy Kresge of Detroit, Mich ., 
and her late husband Stanley. 
(UMNS) 
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Share your creative talents. Share your unique 

understanding and expression of God's Mission. 

Where is God's call to mission for the church in these 

times? Is it in t~e witness of a person, the work of 

your congregation or in the vitality of a program? 

Draw, sew, paste, paint and create it in a banner or 

poster which will be shared with others in the Global 

Gathering, "Celebrating God's Mission" to be held in 
Louisville, Kentucky, March 12-15, 1987. 

Win $100 for your church, a mission program or yourself. 

Sponsored by the General Board of Global Ministries 

PURPOSE: To encourage each person's personal and creative 
voice in the witness to our worldwide mission through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

POSTER: lbp selection of Posters and Banners will be on 
exhibit at the global gathering "Celebrating God's 
Mission." Selection to be available later in regional areas 
as a traveling exhibit. 
Winners will be selected and the artwork will be repro
duced in NEW WORLD OUTLOOK. The winner in each 
category listed below will receive $100.00. 
Additional printed resources will reproduce the best 
graphic concepts of "Celebrating God's Mission ." 
Special recognition of the winners and their churches will 
be given on national and conference levels. 

CATEGORIES: The three categories are: children (up to age 
12). youth (ages 12-18), and adult (above age 18). Each 
category will have 2 winners each - one for the banner 
and one for the poster. 

SPECIFICATIONS: Every entry must be identified with name, 
address, church and annual conference. 

POSTER: The poster should include a slogan. Size should be 
20 x 28 inches on illustration board, cardboard or canvas. 
All work should be mounted with a 3 inch border on top 
and sides and 4 inches on bottom. Finished size with 
border is 26 x 35 if vertical and 27 x 34 if horizontal. 
Any medium, such as oil , watercolor, poster paint, casein , 
or acrylic is acceptable. Photos, photostats, montage or 
collage alone or in combination with art is acceptable. 

BANNER: No limitation on material or size. 

RULES: All entries must be postmarked no later than Jan. 9, 
1987. 
No limitation to the number submitted. 
All entries must be clearly marked with name, address, 
age of entrant, church and/or annual conference. 
Entries by groups (local church, church school class, 
United Methodist Women unit, United Methodist Men) are 
acceptable and should be clearly identified as such. 
Awards will be announced in each category and recipients 
will be notified. 
All material becomes the property of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. Publication rights, exhibit use reserved . 
No General Board of Global Ministries employee is eligible. 

Mail entry to: POSTER/BANNER CONTEST New World Outlook, Room 1349, 475 Riverside Dr. New York, NY 10115. 

- ---------------------------,--------------
Name Name I Name. _________ _ 

Address _________ _ 

City ____ State_Zip __ 

Church. _________ _ 

Conference _______ _ 

Category: 

D Children (to 12) D Youth (12-18) 

D Adult (over 18) 

banner D poster D group __ _ 
(ff applicab le) 

Title-----------

Address _________ _ I Address. _________ _ 
I 

City ____ State_Zip __ I City ____ State_Zip __ 

Church _________ _ 1 Church, _________ _ 

Conference _______ _ I I Conference _______ _ 

Category: I Category: 

D Youth (12-18) I D Children (to 12) D Youth (12-18) 
I 
I D Adult (over 18) 

D Children (to 12) 

D Adult (over 18) 

banner D poster D group __ _ I banner D poster D group __ _ 
(rt applicable) I frt applicable) 

Title-----------
I Title __________ _ 
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Over the past four months millions 
of people have come to Vancouver, 
Canada, and strolled the gaudy streets 
of EXPO 86. The incomparable setting 
of Vancouver Bay, ringed by snow
streaked mountains, is worth a visit at 
any time . With the tangible, timely 
theme of Transportation and Commu
nication-" World in Motion-World 
in Touch"-EXPO obviously stresses 
technology and industrial develop
ment. 

One of the Fair's slogans is: "Don' t 
miss it for the world!" Indeed there is a 
delightful international atmosphere. 
Time magazine (May 26, 1986) recom-
mends it for those "who want to .. . 
taste a variety of foreign cultures . . . 
without undue anxiety. " Fifty-four 
countries proudly present their 
achievements and their wares, from 
Romania's machinery and Pakistani 
crafts to Japan's technical marvels and 
China's cultural history, the latter 
disappointingly displayed. 

Religious Strife 
Amid overpriced hot dogs and assem
bly-line McD.L.T.'s, Korean Bulgogi 
and other native cuisines are delicious. 
"Ramses II and His Times" draw 
crowds who would not dare to visit 
modern Egypt today. Sri Lanka, torn 
by civil and religious strife at home, 
builds its pavilion around a gigantic 
statue of the Buddha and a religious 
procession "symbolizing a nation in 
motion ." 

The United States and the Soviet 
Union vie in attempts to portray the 
history and continuing importance of 
space exploration, with real or simu
lated space stations, neither exhibit 
particularly clear or exciting to lay 
viewers. Multi-media prese ntations 
abound, topped by the spectacular 
three-dimensional film in the Canadi
an Pavilion . There are no additional 
entrance fees except for entertainment, 

and these are pretty much limited to children' s horror stories . In the finale 
one roller-coaster (" the Scream Ma- exultant music does more than flashing 
chine"), one parachute-drop, and one lights to convey ultimate victory, but 
water chute. how does one visualize the Promise 

Any fair draws swarms of people, except surrealistically? 
this one an estimated eight million. As a teacher of ethics, I preferred the 
Noteworthy about this crowd is its middle portion, the Incarnation, over 
diversity-hippies with knapsacks and the Creation or the Apocalypse . 
yuppies with three generations in tow. "Jesus" is strong and handsome, his 
In addition to visitors from Europe, disciples at least flesh-and-blood-on-
Japan, Australia, and elsewhere, the film. But I looked in vain for a servant 
Pacific coast region offers a fascinating ministry, except when the screen posi-

. ethnic mixture of its own: Native tively overflowed with surplus loaves 
Americans, Caucasians , Eskimos, and fishes . Perhaps appropriately for 
Asians from many lands, a sprinkling this day and age, the emphasis is on 
of African and Caribbean Blacks. Com- the Slaughter of the Innocents and the 
ing from " middle America" to bilin- Agony of the Trial and Crucifixion, on 
gual Canada, this observer was unpre- suffering and sacrifice and atonement. 
paredforthepolyglotandpolychrome Though I am hardly ''avant 
"world in motion, world in touch. " garde"-and certainly over sixty-I 

I had to seek out the Pavilion of liked The Scroll . But there is something 
Promise . This specifically Christian tragic as well as symbolic in the fact 
witness is sponsored by Crossroads that, quite literally, it is all done with 
Communications, Inc. , a non-denomi- mirrors . Each of the three segments-
national Canadian agency. Tucked in a creation ballet, Gospel narrative, es-
corner, hardly noticed amid shrieks chatological future-is magnified and 
and laughter from children cavorting reflected in scores or hundreds of 
in the " playful water sculpture, UFO mirrors. Sometimes the repetitive ef-
H20," even its dramatic architecture feet is stupendous; sometimes it is 
gets little attention. The first day I was boring. Does that say anything about 
there the building was closed by the place of religion in modern life? 
technical problems-which also pla-
gued the sky-train and other transpor- Closer to Reality 
tation and communication media . I I know that one does not have to carry a 
asked one of the attendants, nattily Bible in one hand and a laser beam in 
dressed in ecclesiastical cream and the other, that in the twenty-first 
maroon, whether this is the only century (if not the twentieth) satellite 
representation of religion at EXPO. He discs and launch pads, even nuclear 
assumed that it is, unless one counts a furnaces, will overshadow the spires of 
hint of psychic mystery in the Egyptian quiet Canadian or United States towns. 
tomb or the looming presence of the But it i5 nice that someone still offers a 
Buddha from Sri Lanka. Pavi ion of Promise. I talked with two 

The exhibit features a musical docu- of the smiling, youthful, well-scrubbed 
mentary, The Scroll , portraying " the guides on their lunch break. They told 
greatest theme of all time: God com- me no single religious organization 
municating with man and man with supports or staffs the Pavilion, no 
God. " The p roduction draws on inter- Campus Crusade, no Youth for Christ 
national talent: a Canadian writer and recruits. They themselves, however, 
composer, a Czech film maker, the were students in a Bible college and 
National Philharmonic Orchestra of had volunteered to work at EXPO for 
London, narration by Malcolm Mug- the summer at their own expense . Who. 
geridge. of us, faithful readers of New World 

The Scroll is divided into three sec- Outlook, would have that kind of 
tions, presented in three different com mitment : to bring the public 
halls . The first , the Promise of Life, "closer to the reality of God's love and 
depicts creation and human origins His promises"? 
through swirls of color and interpretive In the decades ahead will "a world in 
dance . The second, the Promise of motion" achieve anything more than 
Love, consists of filmed excerpts from mechnical marvels? Will " a world in 
the life of Christ with attractive actors touch" be also in tune? Will it reach out 
and realistic settings. The third, the not merely to space but to people: the 
Promise of Hope, reverts to shapes and lonely and the lost, victims of apar-
shadows and the blare of trumpets to theid and terrorism, the displaced and 
suggest the final triumph of righteous- the misplaced? Will the masses of the 
ness and the Life Everlasting. future , like ecstatic youngsters at 

Not everyone will respond to the EXPO 86, be submerged in a sea of 
documentary ' s theological empha- orange balls? Will there be more than a 
ses-or needs to . Most people can token reminder of religion, a palace of 
accept "The Great I Am" as the Source mirrors in lieu of the Church? Dare we 
of Life and Love and Hope. Some will leave that decision to the entertainers 
have more difficulty with "The Guard- and the concessionaires? Or will the 
ian," the personification of evil , Promisedependoneachofus, on allof 
variously pictured as fallen angels, us? At Vancouver I wondered, with 
gargoyles, or monsters out of some both gratitude and wistful sadne 
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It's Not Just for 
Seminarians! 

Continuing education keeps 
United Methodist clergy in
formed and vibrant in their 
preaching, teaching and parish 
leadership. 

Counseling opportunities assist 
with career decisions, family 
concerns and the stresses of 
providing pastoral care. 

The Ministerial Education Fund 
provides funds for annual con
ferences to offer these services 
to clergy. Your church's pay
ment of its apportioned ask
ing helps guarantee these 
opportunities. UTCom 

Advancing 
with the Advance 

The Mission Society for Minorities 
in Western Luzon offers leadership 
training to Filipino youth and 
young adults. As new leaders, they 
return home to direct programs 
related to literacy, health care, agri
culture and other concerns. 

You can assist this important self
help ministry by giving to the 
Advance. 

Mission Society for Minorities in 
Western Luzon, Philippines, 
# C-005837-4 R-A 

Remember: 100 percent of 
your gift to the Advance 
goes to the project you 
choose. 

Pho to by Toge Fujih ira 

AD~NCE 

Ralph E. Dodge 
THE REV .. OLUTIONARY 

missions. 

P.O. Box 40fa~f ,·'.•'·· 

Pasadena, CA 91104 

Books 
SANCTUARY: The New 
Underground Railroad 
By Renny Golden and Michael McConnell 
Orbis Books , Maryknoll , New York, 214 
pp. $7.95 

NO ONE BUT US 
By Ted Loder 
Lura Media , San Diego, CA. 222 pp. $9.95 

United Methodists who have fol
lowed newspaper accounts of the 
Tucson, AR sanctuary trial resulting in 
suspended sentences for two United 
Methodists may think they've heard it 
all. Who needs books on sanctuary! 

For those who have wondered what 
makes sanctuary workers and 
churches "violate the law" and risk 
antagonizing the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service , these two 
books offer a wealth of information and 
a few revelations. Entirely different in 
style and content, both books are 
readable and in a way complementary. 

Sanctuary: The New Underground Rail
road is by a United Church of Christ 
minister, the Rev. Michael McConnell, 
and Renny Golden, a poetess and 
teacher of women's studies . Both have 
been members of the Chicago Reli
gious Task Force on Central America 
and "conductors" on the underground 

railroad since its inception. 
No One But Us by the Rev. Ted Loder, 

senior minister of the First United 
Methodist Church of Germantown, 
PA, a suburb of Philadelphia, tells 
what it's like to be pastor of a 900-mem
ber church that has declared itself a 
sanctuary for undocumented aliens 
from Guatemala. 

Crammed with facts and figures, 
Sanctuary begins each chapter with the 
story of a refugee. "On my first day as 
photographer (for the Salvadoran 
Human Rights Commission)," says 
Pedro, " the driver showed me where 
to search for the bodies . We came upon 
a woman lying in the road ... I took a 
picture of her face and turned to leave. 
The driver stopped me saying, "You 
have to document the torture. ' " After 
a year of sleeping at a different friend 's 
every night to dodge the death squads, 
Pedro decided he had seen too much 
and had better leave the country . 
Church persons helped him cross into 
Arizona and churches in Nebraska, 
Iowa, Colorado and Illinois sheltered 
him before he reached sanctuary in 
Albany, NY. 

Pedro's testimony concludes : 
"Every bullet that travels from the 
United States ends up in a dead 
peasant. We don't need that kind of 
aid . North Americans think they are 
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fighting communists. They are being 
lied to by their government. I believe 
there is still time for the people to 
uncover the truth. " 

Pedro's statement illustrates a major 
reason for the sanctuary movement: 
not merely to give refugees a safe place 
to hide, but to provide them with a 
prophetic platform from which to 
speak about U.S. policy in Central 
America-giving military and econom
ic support to repressive governments 
on the grounds they are anti-commu
nist. The movement hopes those who 
hear will work to change U.S. foreign 
policy toward El Salvador and Guate
mala. Sanctuary churches are not 
called to give charity, the authors say, 
but to understand the roots of the 
problem. 

Other refugees explain why they 
left . Particularly arresting is the testi
mony of a Guatemalan ex-serviceman 
now in Ohio who describes how he 
killed hundreds of farmers because 
they marketed their produce through 
cooperatives and refused to sell to the 
government. Other campesinos were 
killed, he says, because they were 
"sitting on good land" that a military 
officer, a millionaire or the government 
wanted. A Guatemalan Indian woman 
describes attacks by soldiers in helicop-

ters, forcing everyone to flee . Some 
refugees who unwittingly observed 
killings by the military had to leave 
because of what they had seen. 

Sanctuary offers a history of the 
North American sanctuary movement 
as compared to the abolitionist move
ment, a discussion of the conscientiza
tion of local church members , U.S. 
government policy on asylum, the 
clandestine sanctuary church in Mexi
co, and a rationale for civil disobedi
ence. A final section cites the biblical 
roots for solidarity with the poor and 
the " revolutionary hope" the refugees 
have brought as a gift to North Ameri
cans. 

This reader was somewhat discon
certed by the way the au tho rs hop from 
one subject to another, and the absence 
of an index limits the volume's use as a 
reference work. But the refugees' 
stories made gripping reading. 

Ted Loder has also been in Central 
America with a Congressional delega
tion headed by United Methodist min
ister Robert Edgar (D.-PA). Mr. 
Loder's descriptions of what he saw in 
El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala 
are the most colorful parts of No One 
But Us. He even manages to convey 
some of the fear he felt on going into 
Guatemala against the advice of the 

Cry Justice! 
J EATH AND RESURRECTION IN GUATEMALA 
by Fernando Bermudez 

Foreword by Philip Berryman. This bold and telling book includes 
accounts of Guatemalan peasant Christians who have witnessed or 
been subjected to brutality at the hands of the Guatemalan army. 
" ... lays out the shocking, heart-wrenching truth in undeniable 
eye-witness accounts . ... ''-VINE DELORIA, JR . Univers11y of Arizona 

$7.95 pbk 

CRY JUSTICE! 
Prayers, Meditations, and Readings from South Africa 
by John de Gruchy 

Preface by Bishop Desmond Tutu. Readings from scripture , poetry, 
personal testimonies, and a variety of other historical and contem
porary materials. " In this struggle for justice, peace, and reconcilia
tion the Christian resources are ultimately spiritual . We are thankful 
that John de Gruchy has illustrated this to be the case." 
-BISHOP DESMOND TUTU $6.95 pbk 

HOW LONG? 

U.S . State Department, to support a 
march by families of disappeared per
sons. While there, a Roman Catholic 
priest confirmed that when the U.S. 
Government returned refugees to 
Guatemala they were killed in a matter 
of days. 

Mr. Loder demonstrates how partici
pation in the sanctuary movement 
enriched his ministry-spiritually, 
morally and professionally . Although 
the book is about public sanctuary, he 
enlarges the concept by sharing his 
longing for personal sanctuary "in a 
community of care and faith ." He 
writes, " I have become increasingly 
willing to take the risks of providing 
and in some sense being sanctuary for 
others, which surely is a large measure 
of what commitment is ." 

He admires Elie Wiesel, who has 
said that "sanctuary is a human being. 
Every human being is the dwelling of 
God . Any person . . . is a living 
sanctuary whom nobody has the right 
to invade ." 

Asked by a neighbor why he is in the 
sanctuary movement , Mr. Loder 
quotes Annie Dillard: "Who shall as
cend into the hills of the Lord? Or who 
shall stand for us in his holy place? 
There is no one but us . There is no one 
to send, nor a clean hand, nor a pure 

Prison Reflections from the Philippines 
bf Karl Gaspar 

Preface by Jim Wallis. ·'Tying all the spiritual , political, and personal 
strands of Gaspar's prison reflections together creates a humane 
and 1nsp1ring vision ." -Sojourners $9.95 pbk 

REVOLUTIONARIES FOR THE GOSPEL 
Testimonies of Fifteen Christians 

0 
At bookstores or from 

ORBIS BOOKS 
Maryknoll , NY 10545 
MC and VISA orders accepted 

in the Nicaraguan Government 
by Tec5f1lo Cabestrero 

' 'Asa Christian and asa bishop of the church 1n Latin America , I will 
say that the confessions of these Nicaraguan men and women have 
moved me and demand commitment on my part. " 
-BISHOP PEDRO CASALDALIGA $9. 95 paper 
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MANUFACTU RER 
NEEDS 

DISTRICT DEALERS 

ONE OF THE HOTTEST ITEMS IN THE 
HOUSING MARKET TODAY 

FEATURING: 
• Rau nd , Smooth Exterior 
• Round or Optional Flat Interior 
•Solid 8 in. Un iform Logs 
• New Contemporary Styles 
• Custom Designs Available 
• Commercial Bu ilding Available 
• Protected Territory 

REQUIREMENTS: 
_ _ Purchase Model Home from 

$14 ,000 to $20 ,000 

--Meet Our High Standards 

- -Des ire to Succeed 

UNLIMITED INCOME POTENTIAL 
NO FRANCHISE FEE 

l 6000 Lumber Lane 
Kannapolis, NC 28081 

CALL MA. CLOUD 
COLLECT TODAY AT 

(704) 932-6151 

Books 
heart on the face of the earth ... but 
only us . .. " 

Yes, there's more to Sanctuary than 
the Tucson trial brought out. For those 
interested in the refugees ' untold 
story, the Golden-McConnell book is 
the ticket. Those who gain strength 
from reading about another's struggle 
with personal limitations to get into the 
world for God will find the Loder book 
helpful. FRANcEs S. SMITH 

Frances S. Smith is director of the New 
York Office for United Methodist News 
Service. 

ALCOHOL: USE AND ABUSE IN 
AMERICA 
By Jack H. Mendelson , M.D. & Nancy K. 
Mello , Ph .D. 
Little, Brown & Co. , 1985. 395 pp. , $25.00 

Alcoholism has a greater economic 
impact than any other disease in 
America. Jack Mendelson and Nancy 
Mello, two professionals active in the 
treatment of alcoholism, have pro
duced a comprehensive and readable 

Sharing the Loaf 
for an 

Inclusive World 
Your World Communion Sun

day gift at Christ's table will 
help make the world more in
c lusive. The offering-to be 
taken October 5-supports: 

• Crusade Scholarships, which 
enable graduate-level study 
for overseas and U.S. ethnic 
minority students; 

• Ethnic Minority Scholarships, 
which help U.S. ethnic minority 
students attain undergraduate 
degrees; and 

• Ethnic Minority In-Service Train
ing, which provides short-term 
experiences in various forms of 
ministry for ethnic minority 
persons. 

book on alcohol and alcoholism in our 
society. 

The first section of this book is aptly 
titled Alcohol Use in Perspective . Men
delson and Mello set out an informa
tive and easily readable description of 
the history of alcohol use in the United 
States from colonial times to the pres
ent. Without losing any integrity in the 
process, the authors manage to keep 
your interest. Some not-so-trivial facts: 
at one typical colonial funeral, the cost 
of the bar tab was greater than the cost 
of the casket! So much for blaming Irish 
wakes for spiritual funerals. In 1790, 
the average adult in the U.S . drank 
twice as much alcohol as today. 

In society, there is usually a more or 
less equal and opposite reaction to 
social ills. By the dawn of the nine
teenth century, the American Temper
ance Movement had begun under the 
leadership of Dr. Benjamin Rush. 
Seeing the problem first-hand as Sur
geon General during the Revolution, 
Rush put the problem of alcohol abuse 
into both a medical and social context. 
In the early 1800s, he was the first to 
label alcoholism as a disease. As 
importantly, Rush combined his con
cern for other social ills such as slavery 
with his concern for alcohol abuse. 

The churches take center stage as 
society begins to react to a problem in 
its midst. Lyman Beecher became one 
of the leading voices in the temperance 
campaign. The power of sermons as a 
means of communication 150 years ago 
comes to the fore . The tracts, books 
and travels of this riveting preacher 
were magnets which consolidated tem
perance into an effective social move
ment. In an 1825 series of sermons 
entitled The Remedy of Intemperance, 
Beecher "outlined the tactics that were 
soon to become the modus operandi of 
the new temperance revival: 1) 'the 
banishment of ardent spirits from the 
list of artful articles of commerce, by a 
correct and efficient public sentiment; 
such as turned slavery out of half of 
our land;' 2) the dissemination of 
information on intemperance; 3) the 
formation of an organization to carry 
on this work ; 4) the support of 
churches and of physicians; 5) renunci
ation of spirits as a medicinal drug" 
(pp. 28-29). 

lCl 
Making Mission Happen: 
The General Board of Glob
al Ministries at Work is a new 
25-minute video that takes 
you to the mid-April 1986 
meeting of the Board's direc

tors in New York City. Bishop James M. Ault Is 
your host. See your elected representatives 
making decisions . . . hear a spirited debate on 
Nicaragua and a pastor's insightful view of Haiti. 
Experience a Service of Commissioning of 
missionaries. Available on VHS videocassette 
from your conference library. 
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As an interesting sidelight for Meth
odists proud of their temperance heri
tage is that scant reference is made to 
the work of this particular denomina
tion in the temperance movement. 
"The following year (1828) the Meth
odist General Conference advised its 
members to abandon any involvement 
in the manufacture and sale of spirits, 
and to discontinue the practice of 
giving liquor gratuitously to employ
ees" (p. 29) . The reader of this review is 
referred to any Methodist seminary 
library for dissertations on Methodism 
and the Temperance movement from 
Freudian interpretations to libera tion 
significance. 

The authors follow the Temperance 
movement into Prohibition and its 
repeal. Their dispassionate approach 
gives a fine overview of this most 
significant theme in American history . 
The end of this section gives a state
by-state run down of laws and regula
tions on spirits. Given the force of 
MADD (Mothers Against Drunken 
Driving) and allied organizations in the 
past few years, this new direction on 
alcohol use should have· been men
tioned here though it is discussed in 
Section III. 

Section II entitled Alcohol: Biology and 
Behavior follows the alcohol molecule 
with narrative as it journeys through 
the human body . The brain, liver and 
kidneys are major ports of call. We 
learn of the potential damage caused 
by alcohol taken in large amounts . 

The authors report the questions 
that med ical research has raised con
cerning alcohol. The interesting point 
here is that there are seemingly few 
answers to these questions . For in
stance, why do people have a second 
drink after the first experience is almost 
universally negative? 

A point worth remembering is that 
the effects of alcohol on the human 
body, mind and even spirit are "far 
more complex than one might predict 
from simple molecular structure" (p. 
204). Generalized comments on the 
physiological effects of alcohol are 
usually not backed up by scientific 
study. Much more research still needs 
to be done . 

Alcohol and Health: Facts and Illusions 

• Large 1 O inch gold
bordered plates. 

•Orders fi lled for 25 
or more plates. 

•We also make ce
ram ic t ile, church 
note paper and 
Christmas Cards. 

• New-Wood Plagues. 

for sample a11d illuslraled /ileralure write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
P.O. Box 605, Appomat tox, VA 24522 

(804) 352-547 1 

NEXT 
MONTH 

SOUTH ASIA: DIVERSITY, GROWTH, 
AND CONFLICT 

by Howard Wriggins 
South Asia reveals a rich tapestry where historical, 
social and religious traditions are coming face to face 
with modernizing economic and political tendencies. 

TERROR AND TEARS: 
THE RUPTURE OF SRI LANKA SOCIETY 

by Gary Gamer 
A veritable civil war is teanng apart a once-progressive 
island nation and the prospects for a lasting peace 
appear to be very dim. 

THE STORY OF METHODISM IN INDIA 
by Herb J. Singh 

Independent since 1979, the Methodist Church of 
India can look back to a proud missionary tradition as 
it faces the challenges oI growth as a self-supporting 
church. 

M.M. THOMAS: A PROFILE 
by Robin Mitchell 

In his search for an authentic Christian theology, the 
self-taught Indian theologian has developed a contro
versial approach based on "redefined" Marxism, 
Gandhism and Liberalism. 

AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PESHAWAR 
by Nelson A. Navarro 

As the Afghan war drags on, Pakistan's welcome may 
be wearing thin as refugees continue to come in large 
numbers and exacerbate the country's economic 
problems. 

HEALTHWATCH 
PRAYER IS GOOD FOR YOUR HEAL TH 

by Charles Cole 
Health means more than medicine; it calls for 
wholeness and real spirituality in a person's life. 

ALSO 
Viewpoint with Leontine Kelly . . Donald Struchen' s 
Q & A About Missions . .. Bangladesh by James 
Owen . . . It Happened in New Dellli: The Asia/Pacific 
USA Consultation by Nelson A. Navarro . . . Devel
opment in Remote Regions of Nepal by Larry 
Asher ... 
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is the third and last section. "Unfor
tunately, alcohol is not the remedy for 
illness and , unfortunatel y, most 
human diseases would continue to 
plague us without alcohol" (p. 228) . 
Still, alcohol taken in excess, is some
times related to illness. From cirrhosis 
to fetal alcohol syndrome , excess 
drinking can cause serious physical 
consequence . 

Where and why does overindul
gence begin? No one really knows . 
Cultural answers (the Irish are drunks 
and the Jews aren' t) have some inter
esting stories and anecdotes that go 
with them but have never been tested 
in scientific or sociologically accepted 
ways. Many of these statements on 
culture and drinking seem to find their 
origins in prejudice rather than study. 

The authors provide helpful data 
concerning the drinking patterns of 
men and women, youth and older 
people, and gives the reader important 
current information about the nature of 
alcoholism. A sidelight to all this is the 
authors' well-informed perspective on 
the federal programs on alcohol and 
alcoholism. Once again, governmental 
programs provide material not avail
able elsewhere . At the same time, 
these programs are underfunded, du
plicative and not integrated. 

Can alcoholism be cured? Some 
important considerations are these . 
" Alcoholism is a chronic disease . 
Complete cures are rare, but remis
sion, with reduced disability and pro
longed life, is quite possible . Alcohol
ism rarely responds to a single unimo
dal form of treatment. An eclectic 
rather than a narrow treatment ap
proach offers the best promise for 
recovery . Persons with alcohol prob
lems do sometimes get better spontan
eously .... " (p. 322) 

With a bow to Alcoholics Anony
mous (AA), the authors make a per
suasive case that we must make many 
options for control of alcoholism avail
able in our society. Positive results can 
be seen in the individual approach 
(psychotherapy), the group approach 
(AA) and behavior modification . o 
one approach works for everyone . For 
some people, different treatments may 
work better at different times. 

Where do we go from here? There 
needs to be more research, more easily 
available treatment and more recogni
tion of alcoholism as a chronic disease . 
As leaders in the treatm nt of alcohol
ism, the authors of Alcohol: Use and 
Abuse in America should be on the 
leading edge of future treatment. 

Toev GoULo 

About Missions 
QUESTION: From what funds do 

missionary salaries come? 
ANSWER: The system for support

ing missionaries in the United Method
ist Church is different from most other 
groups that send missionaries. Most 
"independent" or so-called " faith" 
groups require their missionaries to 
raise their own support by visiting 
churches and telling their story. 

As United Methodists, we send and 
support our missionaries from three 
sources of funds : Part of our World 
Service Apportionment, money from 
the United Methodist Women's Pledge 
to Mission, and Advance Special gifts . 
What does this mean? It means that 
every United Methodist Church that 
pays its apportionment is helping to 
support all of our missionaries. It 
means any church that wishes to do so 
can give money toward the support of 
a specific missionary and in that way 
can develop a " Covenant Relation
ship" with that person or family . It 
means that when more funds come as 
Advance Specials there is more money 
available in the other two ::.ources of 
income and thus more missionaries 
may be sent. It also means we are able 
to keep our mission personnel doing 
their work for Christ as they do not 
need to worry about raising their salary 
support. 

If I want to give money to some mission 
program , how can I find out where help is 
needed? 

The " Partnership In Missions" Cata
log lists all approved Advance Special 
projects . This book comes out every 
two years in order to be as current a 
possible . A new edition will be out thi 
month and a copy will be sent to every 
United Methodist pastor. Some 2,000 
needy programs will be listed with a 
short description of the work and the 
top figure that will be accepted for that 
particular project. Every item listed in 
this book is a needy cau e for they have 
been determined by the people on the 
project, according to their highe t pri
ority, and approved by everal com
mittees who evaluate the need . 

How long is money held in ew York 
before going to the mission program? 

Toby Gould is senior pastor _at Trinity Sometime people who end mone 
United Methodist Church. He rs a former to a mi sion project th ink it take a long 
staff member of the Health & Welfare time fo r the mone to reach it de tina
Ministries Department for the Board. tion . Often it depend on the nature of 
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BY DON STRUCHEN 
the gift. Just the process of transmitting 
funds takes longer than many realize. 

Suppose you write a check for a 
mission concern and place it in the 
Sunday morning offering. The "count
ers" turn it over to the Church Treasur
er who may take a few days before 
sending the check to the Conference 
Treasurer. The mail delivery will take 
4-6 days to reach your conference 
office. Most Annual Conference Trea
surers send funds along to the General 
Treasurer once a month and if you 
have just missed the cut-off date for the 
month, another month may pass be
fore your contribution is sent to the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
Again, you have a week for mail 
delivery so by now two months may 
have passed since you placed that 
check in the offering plate . 

When the gift is received in ew 
York, processing begins immediately. 
World Division gift are posted to the 
project around the middle and end of 
each month, and the ational Division 
and UMCOR projects are post~d 
monthly. For gifts to the World Di~i
sion, the nature of the program will 
determine when it will be sent to the 
Field Treasurer. Larger project may 
require a certain amount to be rai ed 
before any funds are released . A 
building project will need a izable 
amount on hand before building can 
begin . The money will thus be held 
until enough is rai ed to tart the 
project, at which time, the Field Trea-
urer asks for the relea e of the "held" 

funds. 
On the other hand, if your gift i for 

omething that i an ongoing need 
uch as cholar hip or program need 

or hunger or work project , the mone 
will be released immediate! and ent 
out the following month . Rememb r, 
additional time will be required to g t 
the fund to the country de ignated 
and even more day for it to reach the 
part ic u lar co n ference, ~ hur c h o r 
project where the mone 1 n eded . 

hen you think about it, two month 
or more would probabl b requir d 
fo r mo t gift to reach th ir d tination. 

THE AUTHOR is Secretary for Conference 
Relations of the Genera l Board of G loba l 
M inistries . Readers are invited to pose questions 
about missions. If you address leners to : Donald 
E. Struchen, Room 1405, 475 Riverside Ori e, 

ew York, . Y. 10115, we'll anempt to answer 
them in future issues of rw Woa.i.o Oun.oo«. 
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CLASSIFIED 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Rates fo r 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15) . Post Office Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word. Send all copy (with check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to: NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, N.Y. 10115. 

For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/call: The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road, King of 
Prussia, PA 19406 (215) 265-0648. 

GBGM POSITIONS OPEN 

The following executive positions are avail
able at the General Board of Global Minis
tries. Letters of application and resumes 
should be sent to John J. Dalton, Personnel 
Administrator, Room 1476, General Board 
of Global Ministries, The United Methodist 
Church, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 
N.Y. 10115. 

The General Board of Global Ministries is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Office of New 
Church Development, National Program 
Division. Immediate. Assist executive secre
tary in developing appropriate strategies for 
planning and establishing new congrega
tions, to aid in developing training re
sources and other publications and to assist 
new congregations in planning for facilities 
or in modifying existing facilities . 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Church Rede
velopment and Renewal, National Program 
Division. Immediate . Assist in development 
of facilities for new congregations and/or 
modify existing facilities locally . Assist in 
development of national mission strategies 
for church redevelopment and renewal. 
Assist in training and resourcing pastors 
and laity in church redevelopment situa
tions, especially through cooperative parish 
development with a special focus on small 
membership churches . 

PROGRAM SECRETARY, Institutional and 
Voluntary Ministries, National Program 
Division. Immediate . To be administratively 
responsible for institutional ministries pro
grams. Counsel and advise the Division 
concerning the missional role and functions 
of institutions related to the NPD. Also to 
counsel on the special needs of women and 
children. 

COORDINATOR FOR MISSION LEAD
ERS, Mission Education & Cultivation Pro
gram Dept. Immediate . Provide training 
and resources for conference and district 
mission leaders so that they can help local 
churches be aware of and supportive of the 
mission of the UMC. Also, provide re
sources for local church mission leaders . 

EXECUTIVE SECRET ARY for Mission Edu
cation to work with individuals and groups 
within the General Board of Global Minis
tries, in other Church agencies, and across 
the Church to insure that mission education 
is an integral part of the education process 
within The United Methodist Church. Mas
ter of Divinity degree or equivalent re
quired. Ordination helpful. Person should 
have knowledge of The United Methodist 
Church at all levels, and knowledge of 
education theory . Immediate. 

EDITOR OF PROGRAM RESOURCES to 
serve as editor of materials primarily created 
to serve United Methodist Women. Person 
will edit program resources book, the 
spiritual growth study book, the Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial materials, and other 
GBGM materials as requested . Editor will 
solicit authors to prepare material, edit, 
rewrite and proof material, work with 
production, promotion and design on 
covers, layout, appearance and style of 
materials. Applicant should meet minimum 
educational requirements of BA or BS 
degree. Three years experience in editing 
and theological training would be impor
tant. Immediate . 

DIRECTOR of Promotion and Utilization in 
the Mission Education/Cultivation Program 
Dept. Person will assist in the promotion 
and utilization of resources produced on 
behalf of the General Board of Global 
Ministries . Applicant must meet minimum 
educational requirements of a BA or BS 
degree . Immediate . 

PROGRAM SECRET ARY, Native American 
Ministries, Parish Ministries, National Pro
gram Division. Immediate. Work coopera
tively in strategy development, resource 
identification and development, needs as
sessment, issue monitoring and program 
management. Assist in evaluating, training 
and consulting with Native American con
stituency. Serve on committees, task forces, 
councils to facilitate work on behalf of 
Native Americans. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Church and 
Community Ministry, National Program 
Division, Parish Ministries . Immediate . 
Work with strategy development, resource 
identification, needs assessment, issue 
monitoring, budget processes. 

POSITIONS OPEN 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for United Meth
odist Neighborhood Services, a multi-serv
ice program agency. MSW or related Mas
ter's degree/ or demonstrated experience 
required . Salary history (requirements) . 
Request additional information or send 
resume by 9/19/86 to : 

Chairperson Search Committee 
United Methodist Neighborhood Services 
804 N. Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 

PUB LI CA TIO NS 

MEDIA & VALUES-A values-oriented 
magazine on today's media age . Each theme 
issues gives a complete teaching tool. Topics 
include media in the nuclear age, TV targets 
women as victims, violence in rock videos 
and television as religious ritual. One year, 

$12; Two years, $22. Mail to Media & Values , 
1962 S. Shenandoan, Los Angeles, CA 
90034. Published quarterly. 

RADIOfTV/FILM 

WITH ONE VOICE: THE CHURCHES 
SPEAK AGAINST AP ARTHEID:-a 28-
minute educational videotape about U.S. 
church anti-apartheid efforts . Comes with a 
study guide. To rent, call ECUFILM, 800-
251-4091. To purchase, call 212-870-2529 or 
317-353-1491. $29.95 VHS 1h'', $39.95 %". 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

The following positions are open to persons 
interested in becoming part of the mission 
outreach of The United Methodist Church 
through the General Board of Global Minis
tries . Please request application materials or 
write for further information to: Mission 
Personnel Resources Program Department, 
General Board of Global Ministries, 475 
Riverside Drive, Room 1470, New York, 
New York 10115 

CHURCH-COMMUNITY MINISTRY: 
Alabama, Johnson Hill United Methodist 

Ministry- A ministry designed to meet the 
spiritual, edu cational, social and recrea
tional needs of thnic minority persons in an 
economica lly disadvan taged section of 
southern Alabama. 

Kentucky: Red Bird Missionary Confer
ence-pastors needed for rural, mountain, 
small membership churches. Willingness to 
serve multiple church charges, commitment 
to leadership development and interest in 
new patterns of congregational develop
ment, team ministries and outreach minis
tries are required 

Rhode Island, Project Outreach-this 
progra m incorpora tes several outreach 
minis tries to low and moderate income 
families, most of whom are ethnic and racial 
minorities displaced from other parts of the 
city . 

South Dakota: Pierre/Ft. Pierre Ecurr.eni
cal Ministries-The Church and Communi
ty Worker would work with citizens' council 
involved in a women's resource center, 
crisis counseling, and in meeting immediate 
needs of persons. 

Virginia: Church Renewal in Scott Coun
ty-A minis try in an isolated section of 
Appalachia designed to enable three small 
membership churches to be in ministry and 
mission to the community . 

West Virginia: Tyrand Cooperative Par
ish Ministries- Churches of three different 
denominations working cooperatively to 
address the high unemployment, substan
dard housing and other needs crea ted b 
the longstanding poverty in this i olated 
Appalachian area . 
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Our Unhealthy Youth 

by Charles E. Cole 

One night our family of five was 
having dinner. Well, four of us
my wife, our two teenage sons, 
and I-were eating. Our oldest 
teenage son, Ralph, was mowing a 
lawn about two miles away in the 
suburbs. The phone rang. Grous
ing as usual about people who 
interrupt a meal, I answered it. 

It was Ralph. He finished the 
lawn but then had had an accident 
on his motorcycle. He was not hurt 
but needed help dealing with the 
driver of the light truck also in
volved in the collision. Now I 
suppose I should have been reas
sured. People have accidents every 
day. And it was good to know 
Ralph had not been hurt. The only 
trouble was we did not know Ralph 
had a motorcycle. He had bought it 
and stored it at a friend's house 
while driving it around town. 

We managed to handle this 
problem, rather mild by the stan
dards of most parent-teenage dif
ficulties. But it illustrates the way 
teenagers surprise us in the most 
unlikely ways . Some of them can 
actually be pleasant. The straight
A report card, the thoughtful gift, 
the chore done without asking
teenagers can do these things, and 
we love them when they do . So it is 
not as if we have to depreciate our 
youth to ask why they are so 
unhealthy. 

That's right-unhealthy. Ameri
can young people from the early 
teens to the early twenties face 
some serious hazards that if not 
corrected will shorten their life
spans considerably. Consider 
these facts: 

• Accidents are the leading cause 
of death among young people, and 
driving accidents are the most 
common direct cause. 

• Suicide is now the second 
leading cause of death among 
teenagers in the United States. 

• Rates of teenage pregnancy, 
abortion, and childbearing are 
higher in the U.S. than in nearly all 

other developed countries, and of 
those pregnant teenagers under 
age 19, from 10 to 20 percent 
receive no prenatal care. 

• A recent study showed that 
American teenagers display very 
high levels of cholesterol, a condi
tion that if not corrected can lead to 
hardening of the arteries. 

• Alcohol and drug abuse con
tinue to be severe problems for 
youth. 

• Some 200 wars have occurred 
world-wide since 1945, and young 
men and women continue to be the 
military personnel most directly 
involved in fighting. 

We might expect all of these 
conditions to exist except that of 
high suicide tendency and high 
cholesterol levels. Why are youth, 
who seem so vigorous and have so 
much to live for, subject to these 
problems? 

The problem of suicide is com
plicated and we do not understand 
all the reasons yet. Many of the 
communities where young sui
cides have occurred are among the 
nation's most affluent. It may be 
that teenagers are more sensitive 
than the rest of us to certain trends 
in our culture, such as the likeli
hood of world-wide destruction 
through increasing pollution or 
nuclear radiation. Or the reasons 
may be more mundane and involve 
youth inexperience, high risk- tak
ing, and emotional disorders. 

The reasons for high cholesterol 
levels are not altogether clear, 
either, and the results from one 
study do not make a pattern. But 
we can surmise that youth who eat 
high-cholesterol foods may not be 
totally impervious to the fatty 
streaks in the blood that can herald 
serious health problems later on . 
Associated with this poor diet may 
be poor exercise habits . This gen
eration has not been imbued with 
the ideals of rhysical e ercise like 
the culture o the early 1960s. 

All of these problems taken 
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together pose an unpleasant sur
prise that we have a right to be 
concerned about. But what can we 
do? 

We can offer youth a strong, 
positive religion. Youth stand in 
need of God's grace just as the rest 
of us do. They will respond to a call 
to discipleship, and this disciple
ship can lead to the abundant life 
that Jesus promised. 

Some churches have organized 
suicide prevention programs 
aimed at youth. These programs 
emphasize ways to encourage 
youth to talk about suicide and its 
relation to faith and personal prob
lems. Talking does seem to help, 
and we are learning that our own 
taboos against mentioning suicide 
may contribute to the problem. 

Churches can support the serv
ices in their communities that offer 
direct help to youth . These services 
may focus on drug and alcohol 
abuse, teenage pregnancies, or 
psychiatric and emotional prob
lems. Many of these programs are 
run by volunteers, and we can offer 
them our time and energy. 

And, of course, we can also learn 
from our teenagers . My wife and I 
learned the benefits of vegetarian
ism from our sons. We did not go 
all the way with them-we belong 
to that generation that enjoys a 
good piece of meat now and 
then-but we did learn that fresh 
fruits and vegetables, yogurt, some 
cereals, and sources of protein like 
nuts, cheese, and fish can be very 
tasteful as well as nutritious . We 
are grateful to our sons for educat
ing us, and we are healthier for it. 

Maybe that's the key-to learn to 
be healthy with our youth . o 
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NEW STANDARD MISSIONARY SUPPORT = $22,000 
In 1973 it cost $8017 to support a United 
Methodist missionary serving in another 
country. Today the figure for standard 
support is $22,000. 

HOW IS BASIC SALARY DETER
MINED? For a couple in 1987 the salary 
component of the total support figure is 
set at the average of a United Methodist 
minister's salary. For an individual mis
sionary this figure is modified according 
to a formula that includes country of 
service, age, years of service and 
marital status. 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE SALARY 
FIGURE? 
The average salary share per mission
ary is figured at $12,000 of this $22,000 
package. The package includes travel 
and other benefits.* 

HOW CAN NEEDS BE MET? 
The increasing cost for missionary 
support requires $6,000,000 through 
1987. 

Your support will help maintain the 
missionaries in service and increase the 

number where there are urgent needs in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

To take immediate action to begin your 
covenant relationship, call The Mission
ary Support Office 212-870-3792 

*The standard support figure of $22,000 
covers salary, social security, retirement, 
post secondary education, transit, group 
medical, field expense, home assign
ment rent, annual physical, development 
and counseling, life insurance, liability 
insurance and home assignment ex
pense. 
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WHEN 
DISASTER 
STRIKES 

Hurricanes 
Floods 

Tomados 
Earthquakes 

You can help through: 

UMCOR 
Domestic Disaster Response 

# 901670-1 
Overseas Disaster 

# 982450-8 
For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through 
your local church treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded to: Advance 
GCFA, General Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, 
Room 1439, New York, N.Y. 10115. 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
General Board of Global Ministries 


