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No Nukes. A denomination-wiae 
dialogue on the nuclear arms crisis 
will be conducted over the summer 
months in response to a strongly 
worded and unanimously approved 
pastoral letter issued by the Unitea 
Methodist Council of Bishops. "We 
have a clear and unconditioned •no' 
to nuclear war and to any use of 
nuclear weapons," the bishops 
declared in a l,500-word pastoral 
letter and its 30,000-wora 
"Foundation Document," both entitled 
"In Defense of Creation: The Nuclear 
Crisis and a Just Peace." 
Fifty-eight of the 61 active bishops 
from around the world passed the 
documents without a dissenting vote 
during their late April meeting in 
Morristown, N.J. Bishop Ole E. 
Borgen, outgoing president of the 
Council of Bishops and the leader of 
the North Central European Central 
Conference, said the letter 
represented the entire episcopal 
council, not just the U.S. bishops. 
"Since this is an international 
church," he said, "we bishops from 
outside the United States are 
supporting the effort for 
disarmament."The bishops said that 
the goal of their pastoral letter is 
the eventual dismantling of nuclear 
weapons. But while tney made 
statements on political and 
technical issues they said the 
nuclear crisis is not primarily a 
matter of technology. "Peacemaking 
ultimately is a spiritual issue, 11 

they said. The pastoral letter, the 
result of a two-year study by a 
special convnittee of bishops, labels 
nuclear deterrence "a position which 

cannot receive the church's 
blessing" and discusses "a new 
theology for a just peace."~ 
witholding approval of nuclear 
deterrence, this pastoral letter 
takes a stronger stand than the one 
adoptea by the U.S. National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
its own 1983 pastoral letter. The 
Roman Catholic leaders conditional ly 
accepted deterrence as a step towar d 
peace. In asking all United 
Methodists to discuss the let t er, 
the bishops said it does not 
represent "the final word" on 
nuclear disarmament, nor was it 
meant to be a consensus opinion or 
policy statement of the 
denomination. Rather, they said, it 
was intended to help church members 
achieve the fullest and fairest 
possible discussion of the issue, 
with an honest consideration of 
different and critical opinions. The 
pastoral letter is to be read at al l 
annual conferences this year. Many 
church members can expect to hear 
the letter read from pulpits of 
local congregations on or before 
Sept. 14. This will kick off 
six-to-13 weeks of intense study 
across the church of t he letter and 
the "Foundation Document" . 

Sanctuary. The struggl e to provide 
sanctuary for Central American 
refugees goes on despi t e t he guilty 
verdicts handed down May l by a 
Tucson, Az. federal court aga inst 
eight church-re lated sanctuary 
workers, including two United 
Methodists . "As long as the exodus 
of refugees cont inues, " says Peggy 



Hutchison, a director of the 
National Program Division and one of 
the UM workers, "we will continue ." 
Ms. Hutchison, 31, was found guilty 
of one count of conspiracy. Her 
co-worker , Philip Willis-Conger , 28 , 
who hopes to attend seminary, was 
convicted of conspiracy and t wo 
counts of aiding the tr anspor t at i on 
and illegal entry of an ali en. 
Sentencing of the group is schedu led 
for July 1. UM leaders have 
expressed disappointment and regr et 
at the conviction of t he sanctuary 
workers . 

Soweto . The 10th anniver sary of t he 
Soweto uprising falls on June 15- 16, 
and United Methodists wi ll be 
joining members of major Chr ist ian 
denominations all over t he worl d who 
will corrmemorate the histor ic day 
when black Sout h Africans marched in 
defiance of the apartheid r eg ime. 
More than 20,000 st udents were 
involved in th at march to pro t est 
the inferior syst em of apar t heid 
educat ion (See "Soweto Remembered," 
NWO , May 1986) . A l ar ge po li ce 
contingent intercepted t he marcher s, 
opened fir e , and when the commot ion 
had died down there were about 618 
persons who lay dead. Most of them, 
according to the South Afr ican 
Institute of Race Rel ations, were 
young students. As recorrmended by 
the Council of Bishops, th i s year's 
UM commemoration will include a 
special prayer servi ce on Ju ne 15 
and a Wor ld Day of Pr ayer and 
Fasting to end unj ust ru l e in South 
Africa on June 16 . Vi s i t s to U.S. 
Representatives and Senator s to urge 
them to withdraw U.S . i nvestments 
from South Africa are scheduled for 
June 17. 

Congregations . Not one but as many 
as five congregations meet on 
Sundays at your typica l Uni ted 
Methodist church across the country, 
according to a recent study by 
Warren Hartman, a r esearcher for the 
General Board of Disci pl eship i n 
Nashville . First and perhaps l arges t 
of the groups is the Fe llows hi p 
group (17-33 percent) composed of 
members with little all eg iance to 
UMC and who attend primaril y for 

social acti vi t i es . The Tr aditional 
( 11 -15 percent) consists of lifetime 
members wh o are most likely to 
protest t he Nat ional Council of 
Ch ur ches ' actions and to withold 
pledges . Frequent attenders of 
Sunday School, who are often key 
church leaders, as well as those 
having the highest education level 
cons t i tute a smaller Study (6-10 
percent) group, followed by the 
Social Act i on group whose members 
are ma i nly concerned with issues 
that have social justice aspects. 
However, about half of all 
churchmembers belong to the Multiple 
Interest group, which combines two 
or more aspects of the other groups. 
Hartman, who has been studying 
church group dynamics since 1969, 
says the above percentages vary from 
church to church, but almost every 
church has a few from every group. 

Mozambique. No United Methodist 
missionary has been sent to 
Mozambique since the former 
Portuguese colony attained its 
independence in 1975. But sometime 
early next year, this 12-year gap 
will be bridged by the expected 
arrival of four UMC missionaries who 
are now undergoing training in 
England and Portugal for their 
upcoming service in the southern 
African nation. Timothy and Carol 
Crawford of Greensboro, Ala. and 
Frakes, Ky. will be setting up a 
pioneer church effort in 
agricultural development, food 
preservation and nutrition. The Rev. 
Robert G. Rowley will work with 
laity and youth groups as well as 
teach theology at Union Theological 
Seminary in Ricatla, while his wife, 
Darla Rowley, a medical 
technologist, will teach hygiene and 
early childhood development. The 
Crawfords and the Rowleys are going 
to Mozambique at the invitation of 
the Mozambique area of The United 
Methodist Church. Their scheduled 
arrival in Mozambique in early 1987 
reverses the 1975 decision of the 
country's socialist government to 
take over church-run medical 
facilities. Two years ago the 
government admitted it needed help 
and called on the church to help set 
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r c ntly 
or anizations. 

thodist o unications' 
Spirit, 11 a ly T 

on Best t or Program 
r m ACT , the Sout rn 

pti t broadcasting networ . The 
m nthl 11 orld Outloo 11 recei ed 
th g n ral e c 11 nc award or a 
d nom1national magazine and also won 
a 1r t-plac c1tation or 
photogr phy at th May 19 

ociat d Church Press ( CP) 70th 
anni rsary con erenc 1n San 
Franc1 co. Th magazine-style 
hal -hour sho bested 12 other 
programs b arious denominations 
and other groups in the category o 
"best n t or program by an 
associate proa cer 11 during the May 
awards ceremony in Fort orth, Texas. 

area. Christianity is ali e and 
ell in orth area despite years of 

isolation and ideological 
con rontation according to the 
irst orth American ecumenical 

group to isit the ortheast sian 
nation. Although the country's tiny 
Christian population only numbers 
about 10 00 Christians, the group's 
report said about half o them meet 
regularly in some 500 house 
churches. s. Patricia Patterson, 
northeast sia secretary of the 
orld Program Di ision and one of 

three United ethodists in the 
1 -me ber delegation, described the 
hristian colllll nity as "fragile" on 

account of a highly politicized 
en ironment. onetheless, she added, 
"religious people eep the faith 
here there is little opportunity to 

e ress it openly. 11 In their visits 
to of icials of the orean Christian 
Federation and to three house 
ch rches, U.S. delegates ere told 
that the go ernment had al lo ed 
publication o the Old and e 

Testam nts and a hymnboo within the 
last hre y ars. In addition, they 
w r in arm d that a three-year 
seminary has graduated 25 persons in 
11 r cent y ars. 11 The 11-day trip from 
April 18-May 3 also became the 
occasion or a sentimental reunion 
or th family o Or. Myung Gul Son, 
sian- merican program secretary in 

the ational Program Division and a 
native o North Korea, who met a 
brother and a sister for the first 
time in 40 years. The reunion added 
a touching personal note to the 
group's concern or Korean 
Reuni ication and the ending of the 
separation of some 10 million 
Koreans who live on either side of 
the divided Korean peninsula. The 
delegation, which holds the 
distinction of being the largest 
church group to visit North Korea, 
also spent three days in South Korea 
for talks on human rights and 
reunification. 

Hispanics. If you are a Hispanic 
Christian--preferably United 
Methodist--who would like to pursue 
a career in a health-related field, 
you may be qualified for a $1,000 
leadership grant from the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Program 
Department of The General Board of 
Global Ministries. Five such grants 
are available annually for Hispanics 
who wish to enter a health-related 
field professionally or who are 
already in the field and woula like 
to have additional education or 
professional development. 
pplications may be made to Charles 

P. Kellogg, Room 350, 475 Riverside 
Drive, ew York, NY 10115. 

Ivory Coast. Come October, an 
all-Methodist theological school 
will open its doors to a select 
group of 20 students in the Ivory 
Coast. Prompting the opening of the 
four-year theological institution is 
the ongoing shortage of ministers in 
the West African nation. The newly 
autonomous Methodist Church, until 
1985 a conference of the British 
Methodist Church, currently has only 
35 pastors, although there are more 
than l,000 local preachers on its 
rolls. The Rev. EITlllanuel Yanda, 
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president, said new pastors are 
especially needed to minister to 
larger towns and cities in the 
country. Previously, all the 
church's ministers had to be traineo 
in neighboring Cameroun and Benin. 
Emphasizing that the school will be 
strictly Methodist, Mr. Yanda said 
other protestant churches, 
particularly fundamentalist 
denominations, in the country refuse 
to have relations with his church 
because "we are not 'born again'." 
The church leader headed a 
two-member team that recently 
visited New York to establish "a 
relationship between our church and 
The United Methodist Church." The 
African church operates 40 primary 
schools, three secondary schools and 
a hospital in what is perhaps the 
most prosperous and democratic 
nation in the troubled African 
continent. 

Religion and Journalism. Most of 
today's journalists need to give 
"greater attention" to religion in 
their professional training, 
according to Archbishop John P. 
Foley, president of the Roman 
Catholic Pontifical ColTU'Tlission for 
Social Corrvnunications, the top 
convnunications post in the Vatican. 
The archbishop, who is a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Ph iladelphia and 
a 1966 Columbia journalism graduate, 
recently spoke before students and 
al umn i of the Columbia Graduate 
School of Journalism in New York 
City. "The education of any 
contemporary journalist," said the 
archbishop, "is sorely lacking if it 
does not include a study of and an 
attempt to understand religion--not 
only its sociology and its political 
implications, but its literature, 
its forms of worship and its moral 
demands." He said that j ournalistic 
interest in religion must go beyond 
a sensitivity to "the i nfluence of 
religion in the geopolitical sphere; 
it is essential that they have a 
sensitivity to the importance of the 
religious and spiritual dimension in · 
personal life and in personal 
decisions." Archbishop Foley, former 
editor of The Catholic Standaro and 
Times, Philadelphia archdiocesan 
[246) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JUNE 1986 

newspaper, was promoted to the 
Vatican post in 1984. 

Philippines. A Philippine ecumenical 
leader says the country has four 
years to bu i1 d a "nat i ona 1 i st 
consensus" before the 1991 
exp1rat1on of the controversial 
U.S.-Philippine military bases 
treaty. Speaking at an Interchurch 
Center luncheon in New York City 
last May, Father Edicio de la Torre, 
a former politicial prisoner, said 
that most Filipinos support the new 
Corazon Aquino government despite 
the serious political and economic 
problems that remain in the 
aftermath of 20-years of strongman 
rule by deposed President Ferdinand 
Marcos. He said the opposition 
movement to Mr. Marcos represents a 
desire of the Filipinos to become 
more independent of the United 
States and to develop their economy 
along more self-reliant and 
democratic lines. "We need more of 
the democratic space that we now 
have to make these goals possible," 
he said. 

Deaths. Miss Jennie Flood, 74, a 
retired deaconess who served as a 
church and corrvnunity worker in 
several southern states, died April 
30 in Asheville, NC ••• The Rev. A. 
Wesley Archibald, 79, a retirecr-
World Division missionary who served 
almost 43 years with his late wife 
in Brazil, died April 30 ••• The Rev. 
Eric T. Anderson, 32, associate 
minister of the First United 
Methodist Church in Houston, Tx., 
was shot and killed by a longtime 
member of the church on May 5. No 
apparent reason has been cited for 
the tragic incident, except that the 
church member had been receiving 
counseling from several of the 
church's ministers ••• The Rev. Edgar 
Richard Cooper, 79, a retired World 
Division missi onary who served for 
12 years in Angola, died May 6. 

Advance. More than 2,000 projects 
totalling $99 million have been 
approved for support during 1987 and 
1988 through the United Methodist 
Church's program of designated 
donations known as the Advance. 
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U.S. SHOULD AID 
AFRICAN RECOVERY 

Th leader of the e en maj r 
indu trial d m racie (the U. S., 
Britain, France, We t German , 
Japan, Ital and Canada) conclud-

d th ir twelfth annual conference 
in Tok o la t month b developing 
a unit d tance on tate- pan ored 
t rrori m and b agreeing on a plan 
for bringing greater monetary ta
bility to the world econom . It was, 
b mo t account , what ome 
would call a " ummit of ub-
tance ." 

Alma t two weeks later, another 
conference of ub tance took place; 
thi one in ew York at the United 

ation . The UN General Assem
bl dealt with an economic i sue of 
gargantuan proportion : the reco -
ery of Africa, the arid' poorest 
and needie t continent - a cri is 
that could have been ea ily placed 
on the agenda of the Tokyo Seven. 
Without their cooperation, Africa 
ha no chance to recover from its 
depre sing economic woes . 

The pecial five-day session on 
Africa' economic crisis today was 
the fir t meeting of the General 
A embl on a regional economic 
problem in the 40-year history of 
the UN. 

The focu of the meeting, aimed 
at finding ways to solve the chronic 
economic problems of Africa, was a 
proposal b the African nations to 
the developed world to increase 
aid and debt relief by some $80 to 
$100 billion in 1986-90. The pro
posal was included in a report 
presented by the Organization of 
African Unity and delivered to the 
159-member nations of the UN by 
President Abdou Diouf of Senegal, 
chairman of the O.A.U. , and a 
moderate who has emerged as the 
spokesperson for a new generation 
of more pragmatic African leaders . 

Mr Diouf made clear that though 
the O.A.U. report asks the donor 
nations to extend billions of dollars 
in aid and debt relief to Africa in the 

eludes that Africa needs $16 to $20 
billion annually through the end of 
this century. The study r com
mends, among other things, that 
the U.S. triple its aid from $1 billion 
to $3 billion. But because of Africa' s 
history of mismanagement of re
sources, governmental corruption 
and the institution of national 
policies based more on ideology 
than pragmatism, aid of such mag

ne t five years, it also commits nitude will not be easy to wring 
African nation to contribute an- from the coffers of donor nations . 
other $80 billion in development This time, donors will want assur
investments from their own re- ances that aid assistance will be 
sources and acknowledges the fail- wisely planned and efficiently 
ure of past policies of African spent, that it will not be squan
countries . The report makes clear dered on ill-defined policies and 
as well that Africans have come to programs or contribute to the 
recognize the significance of devel- greedy appetites of leaders who 
oping private enterprise and in- hunger for personal wealth and 
centives for small businesses to power. Africa has always had its 
complement the public sector. In share of Jean Claude Duvaliers and 
short, what most African nations Ferdinand Marcoses as well. 
have learned, regrettably the hard Most of Africa has drifted back
way, is that socialism has failed in wards since the independence era 
Africa . Everywhere it has been began in 1960. Its infant mortality 
tried , national economies have rate of 137 deaths per 1,000 live 
stagnated, efficiency has been des- births is the highest in the world. 
troyed, and the masses have suf- Its illiteracy rate is seventy-five per 
fered unduly and have grown cent and only eleven per cent of its 
poorer. age-eligible children ar~ in school. 

It is to the UN's credit that the Practically every country is an 
General Assembly agreed to com- importer of food, and unless a 
mit itself to a " spirit of genuine and dramatic sh" t occurs by the year 
equal partnership" to revive Afri- 2,000, one in every two Africans 
ca' s devastated economies. And will be eating food imported from 
though most donor nations made other continents . 
no specific commitments on aid or The donor nations realize all of 
debt relief, the international com- this . They also know that Africa 
munity did commit itself to "make should not be blamed for all of its 
every effort to provide sufficient ills, that Africa has been penalized 
resources to support and supple- unconscionably by both its colonial 
ment the African development ef- heritage and the short-sighted 
fort ." manner in which most if not all 

Unfortunately, it will take more donor countries provided aid. 
than the UN's verbal commitment They catered more to what they, 
and Africa's realization that much the donors, believed were Africa' s 
of the continent's economic crisis is true needs and often used aid to 
self-induced to persuade the de- pacify troublesome African leaders 
veloped world to provide the kind whom they needed. 
of aid that Africa needs. The UN agreement, which de-

Total aid to Africa is now $7 tails a recovery plan that includes 
billion a year. Africa' s international measures to deal with food emer
debt burden is estimated at about gencies, drought, new resources to 
$180 billion . According to the increase agricultural production, 
O .A. U. , the repayment of debts is radical changes in educational sys
so burdensome that at least twenty terns and development of transpor
countries are unable to meet their tation and communication net
payments . Those that are able to works, is a bright beginning. We 
have nothing left to apply towards hope the U.S. response, govem
development. mental, private and religious, will 

A joint study by the Overseas leave no doubt of where we stand 
Development Council and the while a great mass of humanity 
Council on Foreign Relations con- suffers so deeply. 
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IN TENSION 
WITH HUMAN 

Many, if not most, members of the 
scientific community will probably 
consider the theme of this study as 
a contradiction in terms---how can 
science and technology be in ten
sion with human values when, as 
they see it, modem science, pure 
and applied, is the source of most if 
not all the human values which 
they feel form the basis of contem
porary civilization. Since science 
represents the most reliable way to 
truth that we know, how can there 
be tension between it and the truth 
it has revealed? A few decades ago, 
the distinguished scientist-philos
opher, Jacob Bronowski, in an 
essay on Science and Human 
Values, set forth the merits of this 

scientific-technological world view 
precisely in terms of the human 
values which it fosters : 

"In science and in art and in 
self-knowledge we explore and 
move constantly by turning to the 
world of sense to ask, 'Is this so?' 
This is the habit of truth, always 
minute yet always urgent, which 
for four hundred years has entered 
every action of ours; and has made 
our society and the value it sets on 
man, as surely as it has made the 
linotype machine and the scout 
knif II e. 

Bronowski's view was that the 
values which had grown out of the 
Renaissance and the Scientific Rev
olution are fundamental to our 
civilization and unquestionably 
made modem man "more deeply 
human" than all the religious belief 
systems which preceded them. 
The methods of science-open in
quiry, testing, and questioning 
human experience by the canons of 
reason and "conformity with the 
facts of nature" -these are the 
bases of our free and exploratory 
culture, open society, and all the 
values it stands for . There is no 
other universal and well-founded 
criterion of truth. To question the 

VALUES 
by Paul Abrecht 

scientific-technological a pp roach 
would be to doubt the most reliable 
route to human understanding and 
development that we know. 

Bronowski's essay was pub
lished in 1956; judging by recent 
statements, some equally eminent 
scientists are today no less confi
dent of the capacity of science to 
provide answers to all questions 
about human nature and human 
destiny, and no less quick to 
disparage "truth" which comes 
from any source other than the 
scientific method. Thus the biolo
gist, Dr. Francis Crick, one of the 
discoverers of the molecular struc
ture of DNA and a Nobel prize 
winner, writing in 1982, declares: 

"The plain fact is that the myths 
of yesterday, which our forebears 
regarded not as myths but as the 
living truth, have collapsed, and 
while we are uncertain whether we 
can successfully use any of the 
remaining fragments, they are too 
rickety to stand as an organized 
interlocking body of beliefs." Life 
Itself: Its Origin and Nature (Lon
don: Future Publications, 1982), 
PP· 164-65. 

In his view, the majority of 
modem philosophers are so de
vastated by the collapse of the old 
beliefs that "they exude nothing 
but a rather dismal pessimism." 

Only scientists seem to have 
grasped the nettle . This is mainly 
because they are buoyed up by the 
tremendous success of science, 
especially in the last hundred 
years . While a scientist is sobered 
by the economic and political 
problems he sees all around him, 
he is possessed of an almost 

" It has an excellent intellect but, 
I'm afraid, no sense of spiritual 
values." 

boundless optimism concerning 
his ability to forge a wholly new set 
of beliefs solidly based on both 
theory and experiment, on a care
ful study of the world surrounding 
him and, ultimately, of himself and 
other human beings. Only some
one actively groping with the intri
cacies of the brain can realize just 
how far we have to go in some of 
these problems, but even in that 
case the feeling is that within a few 
generations we shall have got to 
the heart of the matter. 

Dr. Crick has no doubt that even 
the origins of life and other "mys
teries" are within the reach of 
scientific understanding. 

"The Questions Children Ask" 
Dr. Peter Medawar, the distin-
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guished English molecular biolo
gist and Nobel Prize Winner, is a 
little more modest. In a recent 
book, The Limits of Science (Ox
ford University Press, 1985), he 
writes that "it is logically outside 
the competence of science to an
swer questions (having) to do with 
first and last things." But how 
important are such questions for 
Dr . Medawar? Apparently not 
very. Questions like, "How did 
everything begin? What are we all 
here for? What is the point of 
living?" -these are for him "the 
questions children ask"; in his 
view, questions that cannot be 
answered by science are really 
questions that cannot be answered 
at all. They are interesting but can 
lead only to inconclusive and un-

convincing speculation by theolo- goodwill that no administration in 
gians and philosophers. He con- any country has yet been able to 
eludes: "Catastrophe (and failure muster." 
of nerve) apart, I believe it to be There is something profoundly 
science's greatest glory that there is frustrating and irritating in state
no limit upon the power of science ments like these. They speak so 
to answer questions of the kind little to a world which feels threa
science can answer." He does tened by the power and wrong use 
acknowledge that the scientific of modem science and technology. 
enterprise requires a resolute will, They express the smugness and 
sustained effort, and increased self-satisfaction of minds tha t 
awareness of its human conse- seem to be rarely, if ever, self-criti
quences: cal. They express almost nothing of 

"This places upon scientists a the human concerns which arise in 
moral obligation which, consid- a time of great confusion and 
ered as a profession, they are only uncertainty in a world under the 
just now beginning to grapple pressure of technological change 
with. From our political masters it and in a struggle for survival. In 
calls for a degree of wisdom, former times, Reinhold Niebuhr 
scientific understanding, political said that the greatest hazard to an 
effectiveness, world sense and understanding of political and 
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human realities was "the moral 
pretensions of pious people." Is it 
not possible that today we suffer 
from the arrogance and preten
sions of the scientist and technolo
gist? Their readiness to dismiss or 
to blame the politician, the states
man, or the theologian for the 
present predicament of human
kind and their failure to examine 
their own contribution to the 
world's disasters suggest an intol
erable moral and intellectual pride. 
The world understandably is more 
and more inclined to turn upon 
them and say, "Physician, heal 
thyself." 

Five Challenges to the 
Technical Approach 
In recent years churches and com
munities have begun to enunciate 
their gravest fears and questions 
about the scientific-technological 
approach, and to look for new 
thinking and help from scientists 
and technologists. The direction of 
this questioning may be sum
marized in five challenges which it 
poses to the technical approach to 
contemporary problems. 

1. The challenge to the messianic 
role often assumed by technology. 
The achievements of science and 
technology are real, but the mod
em touting of them frequently 
leads to unrealistic expectations. 
As a result, people have looked for 
the technological fix as a solution to 
all their problems, whether of 
poverty, national defense, illitera
cy, or pollution. Clearly there are 
technical aspects to such problems, 
but there are also aspects for which 
the only solution is reorientation of 
human purposes, values, and eth
ical practices. No technical solu
tions can fulfill the need for ethical 
concern and action. Without deny
ing the importance of technology 
for human welfare in nearly every 

Does the contemporary 
scientific-technological approach to life 
reflect arrogance and pretensions which 
need to be challenged? 

Among the necessary challenges is one of 
the messianic role often assumed by 
technology. People have looked to the 
technological fix as a solution to all their 
problems. 
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area of life, the churches must now 
affirm more forcefully than ever 
that "technology cannot tell us 
what 'life abundant' is, nor can it 
produce such a society apart from 
human insight and commitment." 
(P. Abrecht, ed., Faith, Science and 
the Future, World Council of 

Churches, 1978). 
2. The challenge to science and 

technology as a system of power. It 
is no longer self-evident (if it ever 
was) that the power of technology 
will be used for the benefit of all 
humanity. Indeed, it is the experi
ence of most peof le on our globe 
that technologica power adds to 
the domination and exploitation 
from which many social groups, 
classes and nations already suffer. 
It is evident also that a large 
proportion of modem technology 
is applied to military purposes; this 
has reached the point where all life 
on earth is threatened. In many 
instances, technology as power is 
power out of the control of people, 
even of governments. Given the 
rapidity of technological change, 
societies need time and under
standing to insure that such power 
will be used in constructive ways 
before its hold on all community 
life becomes an established fact. 

3. The challenge to the unin
tended or unforeseen impact of 
technology on the natural and 
human environment. In the past, 
technical change was accepted as 
progress. But the world has be
come increasingly aware of the 
many social and environmental 
costs of rapid technological change 
associated with the radical dis
placement of workers through au
tomation, the progressive dehu
manization of urban life, and the 
massive threat to natural re 
sources--air, water, and forests
byJ'esticides, industrial chemicals 
an other pollutants. 
4. The challenge to the elitist spirit 

inherent in modem technology. In 
the view of many today, the experi
ence with technology emphasizes 
the need for broader participation 
by people in decision making. 
Large-scale organization follows 
upon large-scale technology; inev
itably this means giant organiza
tions and bureaucracies which de
pend on technical and managerial 
experts and elites with special 
training and preparation. But so
cieties refuse to accept that only the 
technical experts know what is 
good for people . This applies 
especially to those new technolo
gies (like nuclear energy and genet
ic engineering) which involve dif
fering ethical perceptions of what 
is the good. Hence the increasing 
demand of people to be informed 
about the implications of new 
technologies and to be consulted 
before these are introduced. 

5. The challenge to the mecha
nistic world view underlying mod
ern scientific-technological sys
tems and the idolatry of the ma
chine which it fosters . Scientists 
themselves dispute the validity of 
the "mechanistic model" still dom
inant in scientific methodology and 
experiment. In this model, "an 
electron or a cell or a brain or the 
universe is represented as being 
like a machine." (Charles Birch and 
John B. Cobb, Jr., The Liberation of 
Life, Cambridge University Press, 
1981) They feel the need to chal
lenge the idolatry of high technolo
gy and the treatment of nature or 
even human beings as things 
which can be manipulated. Ber
trand Russell warned against the 
dangers of encouraging people to 
see themselves as cogs in a ma
chine-like world . He suggested 
that this had reached the point 
where people would begin to pray 
like cogs: 

" Almighty and most merciful 
Machine , we have erred and 

strayed from thy ways like lost 
screws; we have put in those nuts 
which we ought not to have put in, 
and we have left out those nuts 
which we ought to have put in, and 
there is no cogginess in us" - and 
so on. (The Impact of Science on 
Society (London: Unwin Books, 
1968) 

Said Bertrand Russell , " This 
really won' t do. " 

The Beginnings of a New Stage? 
These and other challenges have 
been discussed in recent encoun
ters between scientists and theolo
gians, and it is possible to discern 
the beginning of a new stage in the 
relationship between science and 
the world of culture, religion, and 
society, one which might lead to a 
new common perception of human 
values. In his recently published 
1984-1985 Gifford Lectures (God in 
Creation. An Ecological Doctrine of 
Creation , London: SCM Press, 
1985), the West German theolo
gian, Jurgen Moltmann, says, 
"They (theology and science) have 
become companions in tribulation, 
under the pressure of the ecologi
cal crisis and the search for the new 
direction which both must work 
for, if human beings and nature are 
to survive at all on this earth ." 
However, he adds, "The transition 
.. .is only just beginning." The 
churches clearly have a large op
portunity and responsibility to en
courage that transition. o 

The Rev. Paul Abrecht's long and 
distinguished career includes his sero
ice as secretary for Church and Society 
of the World Council of Churches 
1949--83. He was the organizing secre
tary of the worldwide Conference on 
Faith, Science and the Future, held by 
the WCC at the Massachusetts Insti
tute of Technology in 1979. 
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The invasion of privacy has been 
the single most widely publicized 
and discussed social issue sur
rounding computers. In Europe 
and America, there is a good-sized 
body of research on the subject, 
some of it stemming from con
cerned legislators and official 
sources and intended as the basis 
for law. Despite this awareness, it 
is all too obvious that none of these 
legal safeguards has any reliable 
force. Most of them are broad 
spectrum legislation filled with 
exceptions and loopholes and 
lacking any effective means of 
enforcement. It is very nearly a 
principle of nature that where law 
seeks to keep pace with technolo
gy, technology wins. It is like a race 
between an ox cart and a super
sonic jet. 

We can see this discrepancy 
nowhere more dramatically than in 
the areas of computers and tele
communications. In little more 
than a generation, information 
transfer technology has simply 
become too big and too dynamic to 
be tightly regulated. This has not 
happened simply because the 
technicians move so fast in so 
many unpredictable directions. 
That would be enough of a prob
lem in itself. There is also the 
paramount fact that their efforts 
are fueled by the profit and 
power-seeking motives of those 
who command their skills and 
wares. In this area as in so many 
other sectors of our industrial 
economy, the uses of technology 
are shaped by the values of those 
who salary the technicians and 
own their products. 

We may not be living in anything 
that can sensibly be called an 
information economy, a term that 
has always had more journalistic 
glitter than social substance; but it 
is the case that, within our econ-

Do computers and 
telecommunication 

aid the invasion 
of privacy? 

by Theodore Roszak 

omy, an information industry of 
sizable proportions has grown up 
over the past twenty years. It is 
made up not only of the computer 
and electronics firms who manu
facture the machinery, but of am
bitious new service companies
credit bureaus, data managers, 
direct mailers, marketing and pub
lic opinion experts. These enter
prises, in turn, have helped to 
create a thrusting new profession 
of computer systems specialists 
whose assignment is to brainstorm 
more and more applications for 
information technology and to sell 
those applications to every busi
ness on the scene. The cult of 
information is nowhere more 
deeply entrenched than on this 
bustling, highly competitive, en
trepreneurial frontier, where many 
of the brightest young minds of the 
time are hard at work merchandis
ing the promise of the computer, 
cleverly maneuvering its services 
into every slightest need that an 
eager, often gullible business com
munity might present. 

anc 
What Is the Need? 
Much of this was inevitable; many 
businesses-banking, insurance, 
brokerage, public administra
tion-are inherently data inten
sive. But why should the phone 
company keep track of every num
ber a subscriber calls? Only be
cause it got sold a piece of equip
ment that can do the job; so it 
records the numbers, which gives 
it more records to keep. These 
days, every corner drugstore and 
dry cleaner confronts its customers 
with an electronic marvel of a 
machine that is a combination cash 
register, inventory control, credit 
card verification, mailing list, 
banking and accounting apparat
us. It beeps and blinks and finally 
prints out a sales receipt that looks 
like a statistical abstract. And every 
inscrutable little cipher on it repre
sents a record that is being filed 
somewhere. 

By far the richest and most 
welcoming customer for the infor
mation industry is the govern
ment, still the greatest data minder 
of all. Among them, five major 
federal agencies (Health, Educa
tion and Welfare, Commerce, 
which handles the census, De
fense, Internal Revenue, and Social 
Security) now hold somewhere 
between 2 billion and 4 billion 
overlapping files on the American 
public. Keeping files is nothing 
new for governments in the mod
ern world; but the scale on which 
the state now documents the lives 
of its citizens is unprecedented. 
More importantly, the files these 
agencies hold are no longer sepa
rate, single purpose records sealed 
off from one another. They are 
becoming interconnected by way 
of the more than 300 computer 
networks through which the gov
ernment now shuttles data as part 
of its routine business. This inte-
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gration of data makes a difference; 
it increases the utility of informa
tion exponentially. In the context 
of the networks, every scrap of 
data has the possibility of multiple 
connections and so acquires an 
expanding, unpredictable number 
of applications. For example, the 
networks permit, even encourage 
the use of "matching programs" 
that can relate, let us say, tax 
information with unpaid student 
loans or welfare disbursements: a 
promising means of clamping 
down on cheats and delinquents. 
Moreover, with minimal and feeble 
restrictions, all the information in 
the federal government's 20,~ 
plus computers is routinely avail
able to federal security agencies 
and local law enfocement, which 
can then make multiple matches 
with data in their own files . Thus, a 
driver pulled over for a faulty brake 
light may soon have his whole life 
run through a battery of integrated 
data banks that will contain any
thing anybody ever cared to put on 
file: alimony and child support, 
delinquent loans, welfare viola
tions, etc. 

Coordinating Public and 
Private Information 
Beyond this, more and more offi
cial information is being coordinat
ed with privately owned informa
tion services. The Commerce De
partment routinely sells census 
data to marketing and public rela
tions companies. Under the Rea
gan administration, the Internal 
Revenue Service began to use 
private data bases, such as banking 
records, to catch tax evaders. Simi
larly, starting in 1982, the General 
Services Administration began to 
negotiate contracts to exchange 
records with private credit bureaus 
in order to identify those who 
default on federal loans. There are 



Something very big, 
new, and threatening 

is permeating 
our political life. 

some 100 federal agencies that now 
freely share data with the seven 
major credit-reporting companies, 
covering such matters as liens, 
bank loans, divorce records, and 
credit cards. Ironically, the justifi
cation for this integration of data 
resources by the Reagan adminis
tration was that, by tightening up 
on government programs, the 
president was achieving one of his 
prime ideological goals: getting the 
government off the people's back. 
At first sight, this may seem incon
sistent. But not so. Robert Bedell, a 
deputy administrator of the Office 
of Management and Budget, is 
quoted as saying that the govern
ment would like nothing better 
than to protect the citizen's right to 
privacy. The administration's sug
gested way of doing this is to avoid 
recording information about indi
viduals in the first place by reduc
ing the size of government pro
grams. "There isn't a better pro
tection against government 
invading privacy than not to have 
the information to begin with." 

These are ominous words. They 
imply that the only way to steer 
clear of the sort of surveillance and 
intrusions which the government's 
matching programs produce is to 
stay off federal records entirely. In 
other words, don't apply for gov
ernment assistance at all. The im
plicit threat can be a highly effec
tive way of clearing the welfare 
rolls. 

Security, Law Enforcement 
and Life Style 
As one might expect, it is the 
security and law enforcement arm 
of government that has the largest 
appetite for information. At the 
federal level, the National Security 
Agency, whose budget exceeds 
that of the CIA, not only operates 
one of the government's largest 

computer networks, but serves as a 
prime funding source for some of 
the most advanced research in 
electronics and telecommunica
tions. For example, it is the NSA 
which is financing pioneering 
work in computer voice recogni
tion; it purportedly has devices 
that can pick up key words like 
"bomb" and "assassination" while 
routinely monitoring phone calls, a 
principal activity of the agency. 
Similarly, NSA' s duties in the field 
of cryptography have led it to 
invest heavily in the superfast 
Josephson-junction switchers that 
may one day replace the semicon
ductor. NSA cooperated in setting 
up the FBI SEARCH program: the 
System for Electronic Analysis and 
Retrieval of Criminal History, the 
nation's largest data-gathering 
network dealing with criminal ac
tivities. SEARCH, in turn, has 
filtered data into the Interstate 
Organized Crime Index, a bur
geoning data bank that, despite its 
title, includes political dissidents. 
IOCI is prominently used by police 
intelligence officers and has been 
implicated in some cases of extra
legal harassment. 

In the private sector, the credit 
bureaus, with which the govern
ment now cooperates in several 
ways, have become major data
collecting operations in their own 
right. There are nearly 2,000 of 
these. The five largest (they in
clude companies like TransUnion 
of Chicago and TRW of California) 
hold some 450 million files. It is 
estimated that 80 percent of 
Americans over the age of eighteen 
are in their computers somewhere. 
Some of these files include entries 
under the heading "life style" -
personal habits that have to do 
with drinking, marriage and di
vorce, trouble with the police, 
complaints by neighbors about 

noise or unusual activities, any
thing that may satisfy the curiosity 
of prospective employers, financial 
institutions, landlords. Landlords 
specifically have developed "illegal 
detainer'' data banks which keep 
track of court records naming any~ 
one who ever had legal problems 
as a tenant. These files, too, deal in 
life style data. Such information is 
especially valuable for ''block mod
eling," another practice made pos
sible by the integration of data 
bases. Like computer matching, 
block models bring together scraps 
of information from many sources 
that could not have been tapped 
and coordinated before electronic 
networks existed. But block model
ing adds a new twist. It runs the 
information through programs 
(they take the form of cheap, 
commercially available software) 
that compare it with generalized 
personality profiles. These pro
grams are now used by employers 
or landlords who are on the look
out for deviant types. Block model
ing allows its users to "X-ray" 
tenants and employees so that 
troublemakers and bad risks may 
be eliminated. 

From Ice Cream to the Draft 
There is no limit to how much data 
such matching and modeling sys
tems can absorb. Conceivably, no 
pool of information is too small to 
be sponged up by the technology. 
In the summer of 1984, the Selec
tive Service dispatched a curt letter 
to an eighteen-year-old boy in 
California who was several months 
delinquent in registering for the 
draft. As it turned out, there was 
no boy by that name at the address 
used. The name was fictitious. It 
had been invented by two teen
agers who had, some seven years 
before, filled out a card at a local ice 
cream store which was offering 
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free birthday treats to its young 
customers. The name went into the 
store's computerized mailing list. 
The company which owned the 
store then sold its list (a common 
practice) to one of the country's 
many direct mailing businesses, 
which, in turn, made it available to 
Selective Service. Selective Service 
makes a practice of routinely col
lating such lists precisely to pin 
down names, addresses and birth
days. When the fictitious boy's 
eighteenth birthday came around, 
it promptly got on his case. Or 
rather, the computer did, generat
ing the warning letter it had been 
programmed to send. 

As the number of computers and 
computer networks used by the 
government mounts, some offi
cials have expressed fears for the 
security of their data banks, antici
pating their penetration by un
authorized parties. This is more a 
law enforcement officer's worry 
than a matter of citizenly concern. 
Thus, as one might guess, the 
government's solution to the prob
lem is hardly encouraging. Under 
the terms of a 1985 National Securi
ty Directive (No. 145) which was 
adopted by the Reagan adminis
tration with no congressional con
sultation, the National Security 
Agency has been made solely re
sponsible for the control and use of 
all federal computers and data 
banks. The powers contained in 
the directive permit the NSA to 
have access to all government 
computerized files with no provi
sion made for the protection of 
privacy. The directive also implies 
that the NSA has the right to 
pursue its mandate into all private 
data banks linked to government 
operations. In late 1985, this led the 
NSA' s National Computer Security 
Center into a broad investigation of 
the vote-counting program used in 

electronic polling machines in sev
eral states, an unprecedented de
parture for a military security serv
ice. 

Total Recall or Trash Data? 
Alvin Toffler has celebrated the 
computer's omnivorous appetite 
for data as the creation of an 
electronic "social memory'' that 
will one day give us "a civilization 
with total recall." "An information 
bomb is exploding in our midst," 
he tells us. It is producing an 
" infosphere" which will provide 
our society with "more informa
tion and more finely organized 
information about itself than could 
have been imagined even a quar
ter-century ago." 

No doubt he is right. But I am at a 
loss to understand his enthusiasm 
for this prospect. Most of what will 
fill that social memory will be the 
dross of daily life: every phone call, 
every check passed, every credit 
card purchase, every traffic cita
tion, every airline ticket. Of what 
use is this to a healthy culture and a 
vital political life? Obviously none. 
But there are those to whom just 
this sort of trash data is supremely 
valuable: the professional eaves
droppers whose infatuation with 
" total recall" stems from an obsess
ive need to keep track of every
body's least significant movement. 

A survey like this of compu
terized surveillance by private and 
public sources inevitably reads like 
a blur of agencies, laws, programs, 
decked out with statistics about 
files and records. But one should 
not let the central meaning of these 
developments be lost among the 
details. Something very big, new, 
and threatening is permeating our 
political life. It makes use of the 
computer as its vehicle, but more 
important than the means is the 
mentality that uses the machine. 

However ambitiously " informa
tion" may be defined by its enthu
siasts and specialists, all that the 
data banks and their attendants are 
after is data at the most primitive 
level: simple, atomized facts . For 
the snoops, the sneaks, the med
dlers, data glut is a feast. It gives 
them exactly what their services 
require. They exist to reduce peo
ple to statistical skeletons for rapid 
assessment: name, social security 
number, bank balance, debts, cred
it rating, salary, welfare payments, 
taxes, number of arrests , out
standing warrants. No ambigui
ties, no subtleties, no complexities. 
The information that data banks 
hold is life stripped down to the 
bare necessities required for a 
quick commercial or legal decision. 
Do or don' t give the loan. Do or 
don't rent the property. Do or 
don' t hire. Do or don't arrest. This 
is human existence neatly adapted 
to the level of binary numbers: 
off/on, yes/no. What we confront 
in the burgeoning surveillance ma
chinery of our society is not a 
value-neutral technological pro
cess; it is, rather, the social vision of 
the Utilitarian philosophers at last 
fully realized in the computer. It 
yields a world without shadows, 
secrets, or mysteries, where every
thing has become a naked quan
tity. 0 

Theodore Rosz.ak is professor of history 
and chairman of general studies at 
California State University, Hayward . 
A well-known author, particularly for 
The Making of a Counter Culture, 
he has twice been nominated for a 
National Book Award. This article is 
adapted from his new book, The Cult 
of Information. Copyright 1986 by 
Theodore Rosz.ak. Reprinted with the 
permission of Pantheon Books, a divi
sion of Random House, Inc. 
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HIGH 
ECHNOLOG 
AND DYING 

Medical ethics is but one footnote 
to the larger problem of directing 
technology to human aims. No
where is that more apparent than 
in the application of medical tech
nology and its various interven
tions to the dying patient. Not 
surprisingly, studies have con
firmed that it is not the technology 
but the care persons receive that 
determines their well being and, in 
the case of the dying patient, the 
protection of their human spirit to 
the end. 

by David C. Thomasma 

Historical Sketch of Dying 
Dying is at once a personal and 
social ritual. 

In ancient, medieval, and even 
modern times, persons were able 
to sense that they were dying. At 
that time, they would assemble 
their families and friends for some 
last words. During this assembly, 
they distributed their goods (later 
they were able to make out a will 
ahead of time for this purpose). 
After talking and praying, the 
dying person assumed a ritual 

posture to await death. Sometimes 
this was a seated posture (as 
among American Indians); some
times it was a posture of folding 
one's arms across one's chest (as 
seen on sarcophagi of knights, 
kings and queens). 

The social ritual of dying paral
leled the personal ritual. The fami
ly and friends assembled. They 
kept vigil around the dying person 
to assure him or her that the 
community support they had en
joyed through life was maintained. 
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That same community recorded 
the last thoughts, the wisdom of 
the dying person. Psalms and 
prayers were said. The burial ritual 
simply extended this vigil until the 
body was in the grave. 

Dramatic changes in health care 
have also changed this personal 
and social ritual. There has been an 
enormous increase in the techno
logiza tion of care. Where once a 
cold compress might have been 
applied and one's hands held, now 
all sorts of interventions are possi
ble, from intravenous fluids and 
nutrition, nasogastric feeding 
tubes, tubes implanted directly in a 
vein or stomach for feeding, by
passing cancerous obstructions, 
blood products and agents to pre
vent dotting or bleeding, and car
diopulmonary resuscitation to ex
perimental treatments such as ad
vanced chemotherapeutic agents, 
radiologic implants, artificial 
hearts, and transplants of other 
organs. 

With the increase in technologi
zation came a corresponding in
crease in the institutionalization of 
care. When formerly patients died 
at home in the midst of the family, 
relatives and friends, now they die 
in hospitals. Almost 80% of those 
who die each year die in institu
tions . Many of the personal free
doms enjoyed by dying persons 
are lost as a result. Hospitals are 
excellent places to go if one wants 
to be cured of a disease, but they 
are terrible places in which to die. 

With the increase in technology 
and institutionalization came a 
corresponding increase in the spe
cialization of care. No one person 
attends to the dying patient. Often 
different services are stacked up 
like planes at O'Hare Airport, 
waiting to attend the dying person. 

Challenge of Dying Today 
In our hospitals it is actually diffi
cult to die . There is little possibility 

to maintain the personal and social 
ritual of dying. 

In a technology-intensive hospi
tal, it is difficult to sense that one is 
dying. The patient and the family 
have no clues about what will be 
the final event. The dying process 
is disrupted in favor of doing all 
one can to preserve life. Hence it is 
hard to assemble family and 
friends for a last conversation. 
How many persons have gone to 
and fro from the deathbeds of their 
relatives, wondering if each trip 
would be the last? Even if one 
knew that death was approaching, 
there is a diminished chance that 
last words could be spoken. This is 
true because the prolongation of 
the dying process, if it were suc
cessful and provided a few more 
good days, weeks, or months, 
usually terminates in a process of 
pain during which the patient is 
severely drugged. 

People die in pieces. First their 
kidneys might go, then their liver, 
then their heart, and finally their 
lungs. During this process, they 
have invited into their bodies 
fluids, nutrition, antibiotics, sur
geries of various sorts, respirators, 
nasogastric feeding tubes, and all 
sorts of other interventions. There 
is no one to preside over the 
moment of death, since the dying 
is spread out over so many mo
ments. 

Regaining Personal Control 
of Dying 
Personal control of the dying pro
cess can be regained by appealing 
to a number of medical ethics 
principles. Some of these have now 
been recognized in the law as well. 

First, all patients have a right to 
refuse treatment, even if this refus
al might lead to their death. Recent 
court cases, such as In re Bartling in 
California and In re Conroy in New 
Jersey, have confirmed this right, 
even for incompetent patients. An 

Hospitals are 
excellent places 
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incompetent patient does not lose tion, were those which represent
the right to refuse treatment; the ed little or no burden on the 
guardian or family member must patient. Extraordinary means were 
speak for their wishes. This right those that presented a burden on 
continues whether or not there is the patient or family. Economic 
Living Will legislation in their considerations were possible in 
State. Of course, a Living Will this schema. The distinction fell on 
strengthens the advance directive a hard times later, when persons 
patient gives about his or her care. began to make of it a normative 

Second, patients may give their category: ordinary means was to 
consent for DNR (Do Not Resusci- signify those usual medical treat
tate) orders in the hospital. These ments that were required; extraor
orders mean that no resuscitation dinary means to signify those un
efforts will be made during the usual treatments which would be 
dying process should one's heart optional. Hence today most ethi
and breathing stop. In fact, cardio- cists and the courts prefer to use 
pulmonary resuscitation was never the principle of proportionality. 
intended for dying patients. Rather According to this principle, only 
it was meant for emergency inter- those interventions should be used 
ventions when someone suddenly which can demonstrate a propor
had a heart attack or respiratory tionately higher benefit to the 
arrest. Given the right to refuse patient than burden. If one is 
treatment, patients and their fami- thirsty but cannot drink water, 
lies may also refuse other inter- then IV fluids make sense, since 
ventions such as antibiotics, naso- the benefit outweighs the burden. 
gastric feeding tubes, IV fluids and Fourth, the principle of double 
nutrition and the like. In the case of effect can be used to control pain 
dying patients, all treatments even if by this control, one's respi
should be seen as optional, espe- rations would be depressed and 
dally if they might prolong the one would die. According to the 
dying process. principle of double effect, one 

Third, for those patients who action (using very high doses of 
have left little or no instructions morphine to control pain) can 
about what they would like. to have produce two effects (control of pain 
done during their dying process, and suffering and depressed respi
physicians and families may em- ration or death). Even though the 
ploy the distinction between ordi- second effect is foreseen, it is not 
nary and extraordinary means. intended. Thus, it is not necessary 
Ordinary means, in Pope Pius XII's to keep a dying person in a state of 
early formulation of this distinc- suffering out of fear that the high 
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doses of pain control medication 
might kill him. 

Finally, referral to hospice care 
makes eminent sense when one is 
dying (if the disease permits). In 
hospice care, cruelty is avoided, as 
are all forms of medical technology 
which might unduly prolong 
dying. Even though the case is 
hopeless, the community can pro
vide the support and personal 
attention a dying person com
mands as a duty from the rest of us. 

Biological Idolatry_ 
Keeping a person alive at all costs is 
a form of biological idolatry. This 
idolatry denies the finitude of 
human existence in favor of a 
Faustian adventure at the expense 
of the dying person. If that person 
wishes to participate in this adven
ture, he or she may sign on of 
course. But at present, society 
should not by default assume that 
care can only be delivered by high 
technology medicine. Personal 
healing is a ministry of persons, 
not of technology. The dying per
son in our society deserves at least 
this much. o 
David C. Thomasma is professor of 
medical ethics and director of the 
Medical Humanities Program at the 
Stritch School of Medicine, Loyola 
University of Chicago. This article was 
developed fJy him from a presentation 
he made at a Symposium on Medical 
Ethics held at Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, under the auspices of the 
Woodrow Wilson Foundation . 
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GENETICS 
ON THE 

AGENDA 
What questions should churches be raising about genetics? 

Must the churches take a stand on 
every public issue? That is a ques
tion frequently posed by people 
who prefer to think of religion in 
restricted, spiritual dimensions. 
Often the churches' resolutions 
touch on matters of politics and 
economics, about which their 
members are divided . What about 

. science, though? Is that not a 
non-<ontroversial subject? Is not 
scientific research free from ques
tions of value, ethics and religion? 
Many people want to say yes to 
those qustions. If so, they fail to 
take the measure of the modem 
explosion of scientific knowledge 
and technology. Recent research in 
the science of biochemistry is rais
ing particularly important prob
lems of a social and theological 
nature. 

Such is the perception of the 
Governing Board of the National 
Council of Churches. They have 
fixed their attention on the much
publicized technology of genetic 
engineering, which became a prac
ticable procedure only as late as 
1973. A policy statement entitled 
"Genetic Science for Human Bene
fit" will come before the board for 
adoption in May. If adopted, the 
NCCC will have an official state
ment of concerns and intents with 
respect to this rapidly developing 
branch of science. 

The document' s title indicates a 
strong wish that human benefit 
will be the result of the many 
emerging uses of genetic modifica-

by J. Robert Nelson 

tion (also called gene splicing, 
recombinant DNA and genetic ma
nipulation.) The benefits can come 
in various forms: synthesized med
icines, detectors of genetic dis
eases, therapy of such diseases, 
bacteria which will improve pro
cesses of mining metals, improved 
vegetables and grains as well as 
better strains of animals raised for 
food. At first glance, it seems that 
all these benefits should be wel
comed. Numerous writers have 
raised people's expectations of a 
great new era of biotechnology in 
which human well-being will be 
enhanced. Considering the fast 
pace of development in this field, it 
may take only a decade or so to 
learn whether all the good expec
tations are justified. 

Some Problems 

ble crops from unexpected freezing 
and thus save much money for 
growers and consumers. The trou
ble is that there may be no way to 
control the spread of the bacteria 
and no assurance that they will not 
have detrimental ecological effects. 
This illustrates one basic problem: 
whether to proceed with research 
in the face of unknown risks. 

The risk factor is especially im
portant when human genes are 
being modified and then used for 
therapy. Although no approved 
clinical trials have as yet been run 
on persons afflicted with genetic 
diseases, the technique has been 
perfected to the point where such 
may be feasible . First attempts may 
be made soon to correct diseases 
caused by only one gene. The 
process will be like that of a 
transplant of bone marrow. When 
one considers the dreaded effects 
of genetic diseases, it seems only 
sensible to applaud any new mode 
of healing. There may be risks 
involved, but these would affect 
only the body cells of the persons 
being treated; so the trade-off of 
risk against therapy is reasonable. 

Meanwhile, some very difficult 
problems are appearing. The first is 
laboratory safety. How much risk 
is involved for people and en
vironment in the event that engin
eered bacteria-s0-<alled "new life 
forms" -escape from the labs? Ten 
years of such research have shown 
that the danger is not great enough 
to cause alarm. However, there is Changing Cells in an Embryo 
presently a strong opposition The changing of healthy genes for 
being launched against outdoor defective ones in the sex cells, or 
experimentation with genetically germ- line cells, of a human em
modified bacteria which, remark- bryo is quite a different matter. 
ably, can reduce the freezing point There is a debate over whether this 
of water in the atmosphere to 23 can be done, and if so, how soon. 
degrees. These bacteria could hy- However, the microinjection of 
pothetically save fruit and vegeta- genes into the nuclei of cells of a 
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mouse embryo has already been 
achieved, and the mouse matured 
to express the characteristics 
caused by the inserted gene. Why 
not with humans? It would be done 
at the early stage of in vitro fertiliza
tion, a method which is already 
routinized in clinical practice. Ad
vocates of this research stress the 
wonderful value of eliminating 
genetic disease, such as hemophil
ia, not only from the individual but 
from offspring. It is argued, fur
ther, that this is the method by 
which human beings can be im
proved in health and beauty and 
possibly intellect. 

ous genes. Will these methods 
serve human benefit? Many have 
grave doubts. Here we encounter a 
complex of questions about human 
life and its value. 

One obviously acceptable way of 
reducing illness and disability is by 
genetic counselling of prospective 
parents. They can be given de
pendable scientific advice about 
child-bearing in the light of their 
own genotypes. If they have a 
disease, or are found to be carriers 
of it, they can voluntarily decide 
not to have children. The council's 
statement recommends that pas
tors, who do marriage counselling, 
become well informed about the 
genetic counselling done by ex
perts. 

The Abortion Question 
Much more sensitive is the case of 
children already conceived and 
developing in the womb. Antena-

Now it is a common prediction 
that human beings will start to 
manage their own evolution as a 
species through genetically engin
eered breeding. We are thrust into 
the debate over eugenics, which is 
the calculated effort to breed an 
improved race . 

tal diagnosis of fetuses is becoming 
From the Nazis to Today more accurate and at earlier stages, 
Until the discovery of the chemical due to the use of gene "markers" 
nature and structure of the DNA which detect the presence of dis
molecule in 1953, genetics was only eases such as cystic fibrosis and 
a statistical science. Mathematical spina bifida. After diagnosis certi
probabilities were known about fies a disease, should the child be 
the transmission of genetic traits brought to birth? In rare instances, 
and diseases. So sterilization of the surgical corrections can be made in 
"feeble minded" and the "crimin- utero. But the agonizing question 
ally inclined" was urged by protag- of abortion is not only one of 
onists of eugenics. The horrible eugenics; it includes social, politi
outcome of a thoroughgoing, cal, economic and theological fac
state-imposed eugenics policy was tors as well. Recognizing the com
revealed in 1945 with the full plexity of this vexed question and 
disclosure of the German Nazis' the latitude of thinking about it, the 
atrocities, committed in the name Council does not try to resolve it. 
of a "pure Aryan race." Thereafter, However, the problem obviously 
the eugenics movement in America cannot be ignored in this context. 
diminished. The Council's statement as-

After 1953, genetics became a sesses the whole cluster of issues 
biochemical science in addition to raised by genetic engineering 
its statistical character. And after under three tenets of Christian 
1973, with the advent of gene faith: "(1) the sacred worth of 
splicing, there have come vast new human life, (2) the values of fair
possibilities of eliminating deleteri- ness, justice and love, and (3) 
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responsibility to God through 
human activity in God's creation." 

The Christian View of Life 
Because God creates each human 
life, each belongs to God in a 
special way. "That God' s eternal 
Word once became human in Jesus 
Christ is the belief which confirms 
the created value of all humanity." 
This high view of life is the reason 
why Christians are extra sensitive 
about risks incurred by untested 
genetic procedures. It is also the 
basis for emphasizing the personal 
integrity of every subject or patient 
involved in research or treatment. 
The statement warns against put
ting poor people, prisoners and the 
aged at high risk in testing thera
peutic procedures and genetic 
products. It urges the government 
to control monopolistic ownership 
of genetically modified organisms 
which might be essential to life and 
health in the future . While re
specting the scientist's ideal of free, 
uninhibited inquiry, the statement 
says that responsible exercise of 
that freedom should be overseen 
by a federal commission. 

The document ends with an 
appeal to the member churches 
and their theological seminaries to 
undertake programs of research 
and education in this whole area. 
And it recommends the contin
uance of the Council's study with 
the collaboration of other religious 
bodies not belonging to it. From 
now on, genetics belongs on the 
agenda of the churches. o 

J. Robert Nelson , a well-known United 
Methodist theolo~n, is Director of the 
Institute of Religion, Texas Medical 
Center, Houston . He is one of the 
principal drafters of the NCC state
ment , " Genet ic Engineering for 
Human Benefit. " 
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T he Council of Bishops is 
preparing and will send to 
the people called United 
Methodist in every land a 

message which we have entitled, 
"In Defense of Creation: The Nu
clear Crisis and a Just Peace." We 
are doing this in response to the 
Word of God to us through the 
scriptures, out of deep concern 
over the nuclear threat to planet 
Earth and the inhabitants thereof, 
with growing distress over the 
increasing alienation of nation 
from nation fueled by a rhetoric of 
hate, suspicion and mistrust, and 
out of the strong conviction that 
God is calling us to speak to the 
church God' s Word as we under
stand it for this moment of history. 

This message is contained in a 
major foundation document which 
will be introduced by a brief pasto
ral letter. It is not meant to be a 
consensus opinion of our church or 
a policy statement of our denomi
nation on the nuclear crisis and the 
pursuit of peace. It is given to the 
church as a pastoral and prophetic 
word from the bishops to the 
church. It is "pastoral" in the sense •·-
that we as bishops will seek to lead 
the church in study, prayer and 
action related to this issue and this 
theme, using this document as a 
basic resource piece and guide. It is 
"prophetic" in the sense that this 
document is our response to the 
Word of God; and it faithfully 
states our understanding of that 
Word to our present world situa
tion. 

It is the result of many months of 
prayerful study, research and re
flection . It is not given to the 
church with any feeling that it 
should be the final word on this 
issue or with the hope that it will 
silence all contrary opinions; but 
rather, we are sending this state
ment to the church seeking only 
the fullest and fairest possible 

In 
Defense 

of 
Creation 

by C. P. Minnick, Jr. 

discussion of our understanding 
and convictions, together with an 
honest consideration of different 
and critical opinions. 

The Biblical Basis 
We have begun our message to the 
church with a statement of the 
biblical basis for our involvement 
in and our convictions about this 
issue. We believe that faithful 
discipleship to Jesus Christ de
mands that we apply the Word of 
God, which was incarnate in Jesus, 
to all dimensions and every area of 
life . Jesus made it very clear that his 
ministry and message were direct
ed to all segments of life, both 
individual and corporate . At the 
outset of his ministry he said to 
those persons who were listening 
to his sermon in the synagogue in 
Nazareth, "The spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has chosen 
me to bring good news to the poor, 
he has sent me to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
the oppressed, and announce that 
the time has come when the Lord 
will save his people" (Luke 4:1(r. 
21) . To follow Jesus is to be 
involved with him in such minis
tries . When he described those 
who were faithful and obedient to 
God, he said that they fed the 
hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, 
received strangers, clothed the 
naked, cared for the sick, and 
visited the prisoners (Matthew 25) . 
Even the most casual reading of the 
New Testament will reveal that 
Jesus cared about and dealt with all 
dimensions of life . His ministry 
addressed individual faith and 
fait h fulness , the social justice 
issues that impact and shape life, 
the physical needs of persons, and 
the wholeness of life. The bishops 
of our church are convinced that 
there is a clear Word from God to 
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the Church and to the world about 
the nuclear crisis and the pursuit of 
peace; and we believe that our 
commitment to Christ requires us 
to hear that Word, to heed it, and to 
proclaim it. 

The nuclear threat to our planet 
has motivated us to write "in 
defense of creation" because the 
biblical witness is clear in its affir
mation that God is the Creator and 
owner of the entire created order of 
persons and things; and that Word 
is clear also in its call to us to be 
faithful trustees, stewards, and 
defenders of the world which God 
created and called "good." 

The Concept of "Shalom" 
In the biblical concept of "shalom" 
and in God's call to us to be 
followers of Jesus, who is our 
"peace" and who calls us to be 
peacemakers, we have heard and 
continue to hear the clear and 
urgent Word of God calling the 
Church to speak and work for 
peace with justice in our time. 
Thus, we have dealt in our foun
dation document with the meaning 
of "shalom" and with the require
ments of Christian discipleship in 
such a world and in such a time as 
this. 

Shalom is often translated into 
English as "peace"; but probably 
the best and most adequate single 
English word with which to render 
" shalom" is "whole" or "whole
ness ." This Hebrew concept, 
" shalom", includes the meanings 
of peace, justice, righteousness, 
love, truth, grace, salvation, and 
loyalty. It gathers up in a single 
concept God's will for human 
society and the world God has 
created. The New Testament word 
which is normally translated as 
" peace" is the word which was 
used by Old Testament scholars in 
the third century B.C. to put into 

Greek the meaning of the Hebrew 
word "shalom." Thus the New 
Testament word which is translat
ed as "peace" contains the mean
ing of the Old Testament concept 
"shalom." Jesus called his follow
ers to be peacemakers (shalom 
makers), and the New Testament 
affirms that Jesus is "our peace" 
(our shalom) and makes " peace by 
the blood of his cross" (Colossians 
1:20). In our pastoral letter and 
foundation document we are call
ing upon United Methodist people 
to study the Old Testament mean
ing of "shalom" and the New 
Testament teaching concerning 
peace and peacemaking as we seek 
to be faithful followers of Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace, in a world living 
under the threat of war and nuclear 
devastation. A number of excellent 
supplementary materials are being 
prepared to assist local churches as 
they become involved in a process 
of study, prayer and action related 
to the theme, "In Defense of 
Creation: The Nuclear Crisis and a 
Just Peace." 

Policies for a Just Peace 
Our document sets forth a number 
of policies for a just peace, includ
ing such disarmament proposals as 
a comprehensive test ban, a multi
lateral and mutually verifiable nu
clear freeze, and bans on all space 
weapons. We encourage indepen
dent U.S. and Soviet initiatives to 
foster a political climate conducive 
to negotiations. We urge a ren
ewed commitment to building the 
institutional foundations of com
mon security, economic justice, 
building the institutional founda
tions of common security, econom
ic justice, human rights, and en
vironmental conservation. And we 
make appeal for peace research, 
studies, and training at all levels of 
education. 

We believe that peacemaking is 
ultimately a spiritual issue. It is a 
sacred calling of Jesus. All dimen
sions of church life offer openings 
for peacemaking: family life, 
Christian education, the ministry 
of the laity, pastoral ministry in 
every respect, political witness, 
and the great fact of the church as a 
worldwide company of disciples 
which transcends all nations, gov
ernments, races, and ideologies. 

Some of our strong convictions, 
informed understandings, and 
personal commitments are stated 
by the Council of Bishops in such 
affirmations as the following which 
are quoted from our foundation 
document: 

Technology and Ethical 
Questions 
"In the decades since Hiroshima, 
the theological and ethical ques
tions have become more complex 
than the fact of the bomb itself. 
Problematical developments in-
clude . . . the hazards of nuclear 
testing ... an uncontrolled arms 
race producing more than 50,000 
nuclear weapons . . . arms costs in 
the trillions of dollars in the face of 
massive world poverty and hunger 
. .. the politicaf ascendancy of mili
tary-industrial complexes in all 
nuclear-weapons states .. . the 
quickening of military technology, 
not only in explosives but in mis
siles, electronics, computers, 
lasers , and many other fields 
. . . new dilemmas of governmen
tal authority, including command, 
communications, and control with 
regard to decisions about the use of 
nuclear weapons . .. nuclear en
ergy systems with problems of 
safety, security, waste disposal, 
and unanticipated costs ... possi
ble ozone depletion exposing 
earthlings to increasingly lethal 
ultraviolet rays from the sun 
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... nuclear winter studies fore
casting earth-threatening layers of 
dust and smoke. 

Deterrence must no longer re
ceive the church's blessing, even as 
a temporary warrant for the main
tenance of nuclear weapons. The 
interim possession of such weap
ons for a strictly limited time 
requires a very different justifica
tion: an ethic of reciprocity as 
nuclear-weapon states act togeth
er, in agreed stages, to reduce and 
ultimately to eliminate their nucle
ar arms. 

"Christian peacemaking in the 
1980s is everywhere confronted 
with the demands of justice, espe
cially on behalf of those who are 
economically and racially op
pressed. Justice is forsaken in the 
squandering of wealth, now over 
one trillion dollars a year in world
wide military spending, while a 
holocaust of hunger, malnutrition, 
disease, and violent death is de
stroying tens of millions of the 
world's poorest peoples. 

"It is not only in moments of 
nuclear confrontation that the in
tegrity of democratic government 
is threatened. Four decades of 
standing military establishments 
have, for the first time in American 
history, witnessed the evolution of 
a web of influence in which all basic 
institutions are implicated: a "mili
tary, industrial, political, scientific, 
educational, recreational, media, 
religious complex ." Technology 
and politics now share an extreme
ly diffuse network. The develop
ment and production of strategic 
weapons systems, precisely be
cause of the complexities of re
quired technologies, can be widely 
distributed around the country so 
as to spread their political constitu
ency. Such high-tech systems as 
the MX missile and space-based 
weapons have enlisted a majority 
of states and a large number of 
congressional districts, all with 
military contracts and sub-con
tracts, for their political support. 
The multi-million-dollar support 
of hard line think tanks by some 
corporate interests has fostered an 
alarming degree of data manipula
tion and downright untruths in 
both the print and broadca s t 
media . 

the poor, the elderly, and the very 
young who are the main targets of 
severe cuts in social programs. 
U.S. " rearmament" is being pur
chased with food stamps, welfare 
checks, rent subsidies, medicaid 
payments, school lunches, and 
nutrition supplements for poor 
mothers and their children. Half of 
the nation's black children live in 
poverty, as do two-fifths of all 
Hispanic children. More than eight 
million adults are unemployed at a 
time of purported ' recovery'." 

Hopes and Commitments 
In the concluding paragraphs of 
our foundation document the fol
lowing hopes and commitments 
are expressed: 

"We shall seek to strengthen our 
connectional system's connections 
with political leaders at all levels. 
We are committed to work with all 
the areas, conferences, districts, 
and agencies of our church to help 
create a new political climate for 
disarmarr.ent and peace. 

"We praise God for the stronger 
bridges now being built between 
churches in the United States and 
churches in the Soviet Union. 

"We praise God for all the ways 
in which Christians are now reach
ing out to each other across the 
boundaries of sect and state. In the 
unification of divided churches, in 
councils of churches, partnerships 
to overcome racism, and in bilater
al dialogues, the work of Christian 
unity builds the structures of com
mon witness for ambassadors of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. In Christ's 
name we shall pray and work 
unceasingly for the defense of 
creation and a just peace." o 

"The human costs of the arms Bishop C. P. Minnick, Jr ., of the 
buildup in the name of " defense" Raleigh Area, is co-chair of the Council 
are borne most directly by those of Bishops' committee which drafted the 
who are actually most defenseless: Pastoral letter. 
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Re elining Nationa 
Is the world 's 
economy 
becoming 
militarized? 

hroughout most of the 
postwar period, an ex
panding economy per
mitted the world to 
have both more guns 
and more butter. For 
many countries, how
ever, this age has come 

to an end. As pressures on natural 
systems and resources build, as the 
sustainable yield thresholds of 
local biological support systems are 
breached, and as oil reserves are 

by Lester R. Brown 

cope, are being ignored. 
The new sources of danger arise 

from oil depletion, soil erosion, 
land degradation, shrinking for
ests, deteriorating grasslands, and 
climate alteration. These develop
ments, affecting the natural re
sources and systems on which the 
economy depends, threaten not 
only national economic and politi
cal security, but the stability of the 
international economy itself. 

depleted, governments can no Militarization of the World 
longer both boost expenditures on Economy 
armaments and deal effectively The notion that countries every
with the forces that are undermin- where should be prepared to de
ing their economies. fend themselves at all times from 

The choices are between contin- any conceivable external threat is a 
ued militarization of the economy relatively modem one. Prior to 
and restoration of its environmen- World War II, countries mobilized 
tal support systems. Between con- troops in times of war instead of 
tinued militarization and new ini- relying on a large permanent mili
tiatives to deal with the dark cloud tary establishment. Since then, the 
of Third World debt that hangs military burden on the world 
over the world's economic future . economy has grown enormously. 
The world does not ha e the Global military expenditures in 
financial resources and leadership 1985 of $940 billion exceeded the 
time and attention to militarize and income of the poorest half of 
to deal with these new threats to humanity. Stated otherwise, they 
security. surpassed the combined national 

"National security" has become products of China, India, and 
a commonplace expression, a con- African countries south of the 
cept regularly appealed to. It is Sahara. 
used to justify the maintenance of y all measures , the 
armies, the development of new world economy has a 
weapons systems, and the manu- decidedly more mili-
facture of armaments. A fourth of tary cast today than it 
all the federal taxes in the United did a generation ago. 
States and at least an equivalent Using 1984 dollars as 
amount in the Soviet Union are the yardstick, world 
levied in its name. military expenditures 

Since World War II, the concept totaled roughly $400 billion in 1960, 
of national security has acquired an some 4. 7 percent of economic out
overwhelmingly military charac- put. Expanding faster than the 
ter, rooted in the assumption that world output since 1960, the 
the principal threat to security growth in military spending has 
comes from other nations. Com- raised the military share of world 
monly veiled in secrecy, considera- economic output to over 6 percent 
tions of military threats have be- in 1985. During this quarter-cen
come so dominant that new threats tury span, global military expendi
to the security of nations, threats tures have increased every year, 
with which military forces cannot regardless of economic downturns 
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or of arms control treaties between 
the two superpowers. 

The principal force driving glob
al militarization is the ideological 
conflict between the Soviet Union, 
with its socialist allies, and the 
United States, in alliance with the 
industrial democracies. In addi
tion, alignment of the Third World 
States with the two military super
powers has made militarization a 
global phenomenon, independent 
of the level of economic develop
ment. The continued striving for 
an advantage has led to enormous 
growth in military expenditures in 
both camps. While the United 
States devoted some 7 percent of its 
GNP to defense in 1985, the Soviet 
Union, trying to maintain a com
petitive military establishment 
with a much smaller economy, 
allocated 14 percent. 

Ideological conflicts worldwide, 
religious differences in the Middle 
East, and aggressive arms export
ing have contributed to a rate of 
growth in Third World military 
expenditures that far exceeds that 
in the industrialized world. Be
tween 1960 and 1981, these outlays 
grew by some 7 percent per year, 
compared with the 3.7 percent in 
the industrial world. In 1960, Third 
World military activities accounted 
for less than one-tenth of the global 
total; in 1981, they were more than 
one-fifth of a far larger total. 

The share of national product 
devoted to military purposes varies 
widely among countries. In the 
industrial world, the Soviet Union 
and the United States lead the list; 
their key allies in the Warsaw Pact 
and NATO, respectively are not far 
behind. Japan, benefiting from 
U.S. defense of the region and a 
constitutional limit on its militari
zation, is spending just under 1 
percent of its GNP for military 
purposes. 

Within the Third World, military 
sectors are largest in the tension-
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Unemployment (above,) in countries such as West Germany 
and ecological damage (below) as in oil spills are parts of 
national security. ' 
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ridden Middle East. Syria, Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia and Israel spend 
between 13 and 29 percent of their 
economic resources to maintain 
large military establishments . 
More disturbingly, militarization is 
spreading rapidly in Africa, the 
region that can least afford it. The 
continent as a whole now spends 
$16 billion per year in this sector. In 
Latin America, military expendi
tures in Brazil and Mexico, the two 
most populous countries, are sur
prising low-averaging less than 1 
percent of GNP. Central America, 
however,departs from the Latin 
norm, with El Salvador spending 4 
percent and Nicaragua more than 
10 percent of GNP for military 
purposes. 

ver the past quarter
century, the interna
tional commerce in 
arms has soared, large
ly because of the mili
tarization of Third 
World economies that 
lack their own arms 

manufacturing capacity. Expendi
tures on arms imports have 
eclipsed those on other goods, 
including grain. For example, al
though world grain trade expand
ed at nearly 12 percent per year 
from 1970 to 1984, it was overtaken 
JUNEduring the eighties by arms 
dealings, which grew at over 13 
percent annually during the same 
period. As of 1984, world arms 
imports totaled $35 billion per year, 
compared with $33 billion worth of 
grain, putting guns ahead of bread 
in world commerce. 

The United States and the Soviet 
Union dominate arms exports, to
gether accounting for 53 percent of 
the world total in recent years. In 
1984, U.S. arms exports totaled 
$7. 7 billion, under 4 percent of the 
nation's total. Soviet arms exports 
of $9.4 billion accounted for nearly 
12 percent of their exports, and 
earned enough foreign exchange to 
pay their grain export bill of $6 

billion. The other ranking world 
exporters are U.S. allies France, the 
United Kingdom, West Germany, 
and Italy, which rank third 
through sixth as world arms sup
pliers. 

In addition to its economic role, 
militarization has important politi
cal dimensions. As the military 
establishments gain strength in 
Third World countries, they often 
assume power by force. In some 
instances, military coups d'etat are 
justified by the need to rescue a 
country from corruption or from 
economic deterioration as a result 
of inept leadership. More often, 
they reflect the ambition of military 
leaders who are ill equipped to 
lead, but who have acquired the 
weapons and the command of 
troops that allow them to assume 
leadership positions by force . 

When governments are taken 
over by the military, they often 
shift priorities toward further mili
tarization of the economy. During 
the decade since the military coup 
that overthrew Haile Selassie, for 
example, Ethiopia has assembled 
the largest army in sulrSaharan 
Africa, and now spends 42 percent 
of its budget for military purposes. 

In many Third World countries, 
internal security forces are flour
ishing even as economic conditions 
deteriorate. Ironically, soldiers 
often use their weapons to become 
a self-appointed ruling group, ter
rorizing the people they are 
theoretically there to protect. 

Nowhere are the distorting ef
forts of militarization more evident 
than in its claims on the world's 
scientific personnel. Each year the 
world spends several times as 
much on research to increase the 
destructiveness of weapons as on 
attempts to raise the productivity 
of agriculture. Indeed, expendi
tures on weapons research, in 
which a half-million scientists are 
now employed, exceed the com
bined spending on developing 
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new energy technologies, improv
ing human health, raising agricul
tural productivity, and controlling 
pollution. 

he military' s domi
nance of the world's 
scientific research ef
fort will certainly grow 
if the U.S. government 
proceeds with its pro
posed Stratetic De
fense Initiative . The 

largest research project ever 
launched, the so-called Star Wars 
project will further divert resources 
from humanity's most pressing 
needs. The effect of such distor
tions was noted by Colin Norman 
in a 1979 Worldwatch Paper: "The 
United States has the ability to 
survey virtually every square 
meter of the Soviet Union, yet the 
world's scientists have barely 
begun to survey the complex eco
systems of fast-disappearing tropi-
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cal rain forests or the malignant 
spread of the world's deserts." 

Costs to the Two Superpowers 
The cost of the arms race to the 
superpowers goes beyond any 
mere fiscal reckoning. It is draining 
their treasuries, weakening their 
economies, and lowering their po
sition in the international economic 
hierarchy. This long, drawn-out 
conflict is contributing to a realign
ment of the leading industrial 
countries, with Japan assuming a 
dominant position in the world 
economy. One of the keys to 
Japan's emergence as an economic 
superpower is its negligible level of 
military expenditures-less than 1 
percent of GNP. 

The doubling of the U.S. nation
al debt from $914 billion in 1980 to 
$1.841 billion in 1985, is due more 
to the growth in military expendi
tures than to any other factor. 

The cost of the 
arms race to 
the 
superpowers 
goes beyond 
any. mere fiscal 
reckoning . 
Between 1980 and 1985, U.S. mili
tary expenditures climbed from 
$134 billion to $244 billion (in 
current dollars). This increase of 
roughly $110 billion dwarfs growth 
in all other major economic sectors, 
including health, which increased 
$11 billion, and agriculture, which 
rose $15 billion. While debt was 
more than doubling between 1980 
and 1985, interest payments on the 
total due, reflecting higher real 
interest rates, were climbing even 
more, reaching an estimated $143 
billion in 1986. 

The Soviet Union, too, is paying 
a heavy price for its role in the arms 
race, retaining second-class eco
nomic status despite its wealth of 
economic resources . Mil i tary 
spending channels roughly one 
seventh of the nation's resources to 
non-productive uses. It also di
verts leadership attention from the 
economic reforms required if the 
Soviet Union is to remain a world 
economic power. 

Ironicafly, the one sector in 
which the Soviet economy is com
petitive in world markets is weap
ons manufacture . By focusing on 
arms production to the exclusion of 
other sectors, the Soviet Union is 
able to maintain military produc
tion schedules and quality stan
dards, but only by circumventing 
conventional management control 
mechanisms. To make sure that 
weapons manufacture proceeds on 
schedule, this sector can use its 
special status to reorder priorities 
in its favor and to comandeer 
industrial facilities or transport 
capacity. To maintain quality stan
dards, for example, it can requisi
tion the highest quality steels . 
Unfortunately, exercising this priv
ileged status can disrupt the rest of 
the economy. 

Countries Reducing Arms Outlays 
A few governments have begun to 
redefine national security, putting 
more emphasis on economic 

progress and less on buying arms. 
At a time when global military 
expenditures are rising, some 
countries are actually cutting mili
tary outlays. A handful are reduc
ing them sharply, not only as a 
share of GNP but in absolute terms 
as well. Among these are China, 
Argentina, and Peru. 

The overrriding reason for cut
ting military expenditures in each 
of these three countries is econom
ic. In effect, the three political 
leaders are defining security in 
much more economic terms. 

ncouragingly, the re
duction in military ex
penditures undertak
en by these three gov
ernments were 
independen t of any 
negotiated reductions 
in neighboring coun

tries. China lowered its military 
outlays unilaterally, despite its 
3,00~kilometer border with the 
Soviet Union, which has continued 
to increase its military might. 

The Challenge 
For many Third Warld countries, 
the threats to well-being and sur
vival come not from other coun
tries, but from each step that 
pushes them past the sustainable 
yield thresholds of their biological 
systems and the debt-servicing 
threshold of their economies. The 
estimated million lives lost to fam
ine in Africa in 1984 and 1985 
exceeds that in any conflict since 
World War II. How many more 
lives will eventually be lost? No 
one knows, but the number of 
people at risk is growing as the 
disintegration of their life-support 
systems accelerates. 

Reversing these trends requires 
a shift in development strategy, 
particularly where economic de
mands already exceed the sustain
able yield of forests, grasslands, 
and soils. In these circumstances, 
continuing to rely primarily on 
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narrow economic criteria-such as 
the time-honored rate of return on 
project investments-to shape de
velopment strategies can lead bio
logical and economic systems to 
collapse. The only viable develop
men t strategy for many Third 
World countries is one that rests on 
environmental criteria, one that 
concentrates on restoring the 
economy's environmental support 
systems. Any other is destined to 
fail. 

nee made, these 
projections could pro· 
vide the rationale for 
launching massive 
.tree-planting efforts, 
acceferating family 
planning programs, 
and making many of 

the other interventions so urgently 
needed. They are also the key to 
generating the support of the in· 
temational community. Without 
some understanding of the conse
quences of continuing on the cur
rent path, governments will be 
reluctant to intervene to reverse 
ecological deterioration and asso
ciated economic decline . Unfor
tunately, the countries that are 
most affected by environmental 
deterioration are those least able to 
undertake these projections, sug· 
gesting an important new role for 
the World Bank and other develop
men t assistance groups. 

Understanding the new threats 
to national security and economic 
progress will challenge the analyti· 
cal skills of governments. Sadly, 
the decision-making apparatus in 
most governments is not organized 
to balance threats of a traditional 
military nature with tho e of eco
logical and economic origin. on
mili tary threats are much le 
clearly defined. They are the re ult 
of cumulative proce e that ulti
mately lead to the collap e of 
biological sy tern . The e pro· 
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cesses are seldom given much 
thought until they pass a critical 
threshold, and disaster strikes. 
Thus it is easier in the government 
councils of developing countries to 
justify expenditures for the latest
model jet fighters than for family 
planning to slow the population 
growth that is destroying the 
economy' s environmental under
pinnings. 

The new threats to national 
security are extraordinarily com
plex. Ecologists understand that 
the deterioration in the relation
ship between ourselves, now num
bering nearly 5 billion, and the 
environmental support systems on 
which we depend cannot continue. 
But few political leaders have 
grasped the significance of this 
unsustainable situation. 

National defense establishments 
are useless against these new 
threats. Neither bloated military 
budgets nor highly sophisticated 
weapons systems can halt defores
tation or arrest the soil erosion now 
affecting so many Third World 
countries. Blocking external ag
gression may be relatively simple 
compared with stopping the dete
rioration of life-support systems. 

The key to demilitarizing the 
world economy and shifting re
sources is a defusing of the arms 
race between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. Whether this can 
be achieved in the foreseeable 
future remains to be seen. But as 
the costs of maintaining the arms 
race multiply, both for the super
powers and for the world at large, 
the likelihood of reducing tensions 
may be improving. 

If ideology gives way to pragma
tism, as it is doing in China, then 
the conflicts and insecurities bred 
by the ideological distinctions be
tween East and West can soften. 
Indeed, this ideological softening 
appears to be coloring China's 
foreign policy, improving its rela-

Funding for 
research is 
being drained 
away for the 
military. 

tions with other countries and 
contributing to its reduction of 
military expenditures. 

f the Soviet Union 
ado p ts the reforms 
needed to get its econ
omy moving ahead 
again, a similar ideo
logical softening may 
result. Turning to the 
market to allocate re

sources and boost productivity 
could not only restructure the 
Soviet economy, but also reorient 
Soviet politics. Although pragma
tism has typically taken a back seat 
to ideology in the Soviet Union, the 
leaders have demonstrated that 
they can be pragmatic when cir
cumstances require, as when they 
import grain from the United 
States, their ideological rival. 

For the world as a whole, the 
past generation has seen an over
whelming movement toward mili

ative, international address of new 
threats to the security of nations 
next to impossible. China and 
Argentina, which have already cut 
the military' s share of their GNP in 
half, and Peru, which promises to 
do so, may provide the model for 
the future . If demilitarization could 
replace militarization, national 
governments would be free to 
reorder their priorities, and could 
return to paths of susta ined 
progress. 

Ironically, for the United States 
and the Soviet Union maintaining a 
position of leadership may now 
depend on reducing military ex
penditures to strengthen their fal
tering economies. Acting thus in 
their own interests, they could set 
the stage for demilitarizing the 
world economy. Once it starts, 
demilitarization-like militariza
tion-could feed on itself. o 

tarization. Apart from the heavy Lester R. Brown is president of the 
claim on public resources, the Worldwatch Institute . This article is 
East-West conflict contributes to a adapted from State of the World 
psychological climate of suspicion 1986, a Worldwatch Institute report on 
and distrust that makes the cooper- progress toward a sustainable society. 
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China
Modernization and 

Technology 
Who and what will determine what the style of technology will be for China? 

China, the oldest continuous civili
zation in the world (4,000 years), is 
today intent on rapid moderniza
tion. Technology is being used to 
improve the lives of the people. 
Household appliances once con
sidered a luxury in China are 
becoming more plentiful and com
mon. The "big four" -bicycle, 
sewing-machine, radio and 
watch-have been followed by the 
"big six" -a color TV, washing 
machine, radio-cassette player, re
frigerator, electric fan and motor
cycle. Yet these items are only 
owned by very few of the total 
population. 

China is intent on improving the 
living standards of its people who 
comprise almost a quarter of the 
world's population. In order to do 
this, science and technology are 
being given priority in the Four 
Modernizations program which 
began in 1978. This thrust in 

China's economic development is 
to expand the quantity and up
grade the quality of production in 
agriculture, industry, science and 
technology and national defense. 
After many years of isolation, the 
People' s Republic of China has 
once again opened the door to 
foreign science and technology. 
This is seen as an important step in 
working toward a greater degree of 
national technological self-re
liance. 

What technology is appropriate 
has to be understood in the his
torical context of technology within 
the Chinese or Western framework 
from which it emerges. 

China wants to avoid the pitfalls 
of many Third World countries 
which have had inferior products 
and production methods foisted 
upon them, often in the name of 
"appropriate technology." They 
have already experienced some 

serious setbacks brought about by 
what the Chinese themselves call 
"blind introduction" of technolo
gy. Should they leap-frog into 
acquiring the most modern tech
nology or use equipment often 
considered outdated in advanced 
countries? 

Eagerness to modernize has 
meant that some equipment pur
chases have been made without 
careful consideration of how they 
are to be used. Lack of service 
contracts, knowledge of practical 
applications, and basic mainte
nance procedures has meant that 
sorely needed equipment for medi
cal, business, education or produc
tion purposes remains idle. 

Farmers Have Experienced 
Hardships 
The farmers in China are no longer 
content with having only enough 
food in store for the next winter. 
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They have suffered tremendous 
hardships because of the extremely 
high ratio of humans to land. 
About 22% of the world's popula
tion must survive with less than 8% 
of the world's arable land. Over the 
years natural disasters, crop fail
ures due to poor weather condi
tions, and political upheavals such 
as the Cultural Revolution have 
compounded the difficulties. 

Agricultural reforms since 1978 
have dismantled communes and 
replaced them with a system mal<
ing the household the main deci
sion-mal<ing and income generat
ing unit. Food supply has greatly 
improved as massive decollectivi
zation has linked production per
formance with ecomomic return. 
Transfer of traditional industries to 
the countryside is taking place to 
alleviate heavy pollution in the 
cities. Mechanization of agriculture 
is on the increase as farmers direct 

by Gail V. Coulson 

their money away from farming. 
There seems to be a contradiction. 
Farmers need more machinery be
cause collectively-owned machine 
stations for ploughing work in 
rural industries. Yet rural indus
tries are being developed to dis
courage surplus rural workers 
from flocking to cities and to 
rememdy unemployment. 

Eagerness to produce bumper 
crops quickly has meant increased 
use of chemical fertilizers . China 
has been a world leader in the use 
of organic fertilizers but since 1960 
there has been a 40% decrease in 
the use of organic fertilizers . Mis
use of chemical fertilizers in some 
areas through constant application 
of nitrogen is causing imbalances 
in the soil which, if not checked 
soon, could result in serious prob
lems for the next generation. 

The grain harvest was down last 
year after four record harvests. 

This caused eco~omic and political 
concern. China' s grain output 
needs to increase each year to feed 
a growing population. Grain for 
animal feed is also considered 
important to fulfill the promise of 
China' s leaders of providing a 
better meat-protein d iet . Most 
people eat mainly rice and vegeta
bles. 

China is giving increased atten
tion to removing infrastructure 
bottlenecks in energy supply, 
transport and telecommunica
tions, all of which hamper develop
ment and trade. With increasing 
focus on light industry and con
sumer goods, transporting prod
ucts has become a serious problem. 
Flat bedded tricycles and hand
drawn carts can be seen carrying 
furniture and electrical goods. 
Modem transport vehicles weave 
at a snail's pace between streams of 
bicycles and other traditional vehi-
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des in a panarama of the automo
tive industry of past decades. Few 
roads are designed to handle the 
volume of traffic. 

The Social Consequences 
Modernization means more than 
acquiring material possessions. 
Along with the benefits of modern
ization there are also the social 
consequences. Industrial, electri
cal, and traffic accidents are on the 
increase, requiring better safety 
standards. Preservation of the en
vironment has become a basic state 
policy but compliance with en
vironmental laws is far from com
plete. There are tremendous 
pressures on children whose par
ents try to comply with the one 
child only policy, so vital for the 
long-term survival of the nation. 

Technological progress is sought 
by China for improvements in 
agricultural and industrial produc
tion as well as in urban construc
tion. Technological progress is also 
considered important for health, 
education and social services. Al
though China is providing basic 
services in these areas there is 
much yet to be done. 

society. While China is open to 
beneficial technology transfers 
from Europe, Yugoslavia, Japan 
and the U.S., it is also giving much 
attention to science and research 
without which technology cannot 
progress. 

Increasingly the future will be 
shaped by nations such as China 
and Japan. Given the rapid eco
nomic growth rates of the region, 
many analysts see the coming 
period as a "Pacific Century." 
China hopes to be a major econom
ic and technological factor in the 
period by becoming a part of 
mainstream scientific and techno
logical progress. 

China's resource base will con
tinually be at risk. Precious farm
land is being lost to industry and 
transport networks. In order to 
relieve the chronic power shortage 
ten nuclear power plants are 
planned. Another controversial 
project is a hydro-electric power 
plant which is to dam the Yangtze 
River in the famous Three Gorges 
area. 

China has also long been in
terested in renewable energy 
sources and continues research in 
solar energy. In rural areas in 

Striking a Balance northwest China 40,000 solar 
The Chinese people have long cookers are in use. 
attempted to combine the "best Long-term educational reforms 
elements" of Chinese culture with and immediate management and 
the tools of Western technology. In training are underway for directing 
this they have had to face the technologies toward the solution of 
socio-political and cultural conse- problems. China's cadres are being 
quences. China has also had to prepared for the information and 
evaluate some feudal habits and technological age through special 
beliefs in an attempt to modernize education programs. Large num
its own culture. The conflict be- bers of Chinese scientific and eco
tween modernization and western- nomic delegations are sent over
ization is constant. seas for exposure and for gathering 

Most of all China is attempting to technical information. 
strike a balance between indige- Imports are being limited to 
nous and imported technology. useful technology and key equip
Development is a complex social ment for economic development. 
process which rests upon the in- With rapid depletion of the coun
ternal innovative capabilities of a try' s foreign exchange, restrictions 

(274) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JUNE 1986 

were imposed on non~ssential 
consumer goods and motor cars. 
This year is seen as a year of 
"consolidation" by China's leader
ship, meaning the restricted use of 
remaining foreign exchange hold
ings. 

Coping With Tensions 
Technology is transferred when 
information and know-how, as 
well as actual equipment, are 
transmitted from one place to an
other. China must continually be 
weighing choices and uses of tech
nology both domestic and foreign. 
How China earns sufficient foreign 
exchange to provide needed tech
nology and develops internal in
novative capabilities will make a 
difference. A self-defeating policy 
of facade-building and appearance 
of modernity is not what China 
wants. How will China cope with 
the tensions between technology 
and values so as to reach the 
anticipated goal of national techno
logical self-reliance? 

In The World of Thought in Ancient 
China, Benjamin Schwartz notes: 
"Some thoughts to ponder if taking 
seriously China's ancient past are 
that science deeply reinforces the 
feeling that humans are funda
mentally shaped by forces, natural 
and social, beyond human control. 
The accompanying belief is that 
those who understand these forces 
are somehow able to master them 
in the service of human ends. 

"Cosmologists are thus able to 
find the appropriate 'technology' 
for aligning the human realm with 
the realm of nature. They do not 
'control' nature but their knowl
edge of how to 'align' the human 
with the natural immeasurably 
enlarges their ability to control the 
human world. To use a metaphor 
of Tung Chung-shu greatly ad
mired by the renowned scientist 
Joseph Needham, the human 
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order often fails to 'resonate' with 
the natural order." 

How does a country so urgently 
needing rapid development for the 
stability of the nation consider 
technology which is economical, 
non-polluting, safe, easy to estab
lish and maintain? Can it possibly 
include the ideas that greater pro
duction is not the only goal of 
development and that economic 
progress has little meaning when 
separated from human and spirit
ual values? Who and what will 
decide what the style of technology 
will be for China? o 

Gail V. Coulson, the editor of China 
Talk, heads the China Liaison Office 
for the World Division, GBGM, in 
Hong Kong. 

THE AMITY FOUNDATION 

Along with China's openness to 
the outside world have come new 
possibilities for the Chinese people 
to participate in their country's 
development. One such response 
by the Chinese people is a Chris
tian-initiated Chinese people's or
ganization for the promotion of 
health, education and social serv
ices. Called the Amity Foundation, 
it is contributing to China's mod
ernization. 

The Amity Foundation support 
for a number of projects includes: 
-Providing machinery for an arti
ficial limbs factory which seeks to 
modernize the design and func
tions of artificial arms, legs, hands 
and feet and training in their use. 
Although excellent production and 
repair work on artificial limbs is 
done by hand and with old equip
ment more could be done for 
people with the help of better 
equipment and facilities. 
-Providing modem medical and 

educational equipment to meet an 
acute lack in a Children's_ Welfare 
Institute, Mental Health Research 
Center, Hospital and Institute for 
Blind and Deaf Children. lh one 
entire institute of hundreds of 
children there are only four wheel
chairs and a grave shortage of other 
equipment for the mentally and 
physically handicapped. Without 
such equipment children have to 
stay in bed all day. Staff of the 
institute have noticed marked im
provements in the abilities of those 
children having access to appropri
ate equipment. 
-Establishing a modem printing 
press for the printing of Bibles and 
other materials of service to so
ciety. This is being done in cooper
ation with the Nanjing Normal 
University and with support from 
the United Bible Societies. 
-Recruiting teachers from over
seas for service in Chinese institu
tions of higher learning, mainly for 

the teaching of English which is 
seen as essential in modernization. 
-Receiving unique contributions 
from the Chinese people such as 
Zhang Pinxian, a 62-year-old in
ventor-engineer. Zhang has devel
oped a simple innovative tech
nique for pollution control and 
recovery of nutrients from waste 
materials. It represents a new Chi
nese form of "appropriate technol
ogy", and requires no expensive 
machinery in its application. The 
technique can be adapted for use in 
the home or factory. If successful, 
the process will be beneficial to the 
nation as a whole, and it can 
perhaps be used in other parts of 
the Third World. Zhang, a dedi
cated Christian, has entrusted his 
work to the Amity Foundation, so 
that profits can go towards the 
support of health, education and 
welfare in China. 
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Women and Technology 
by Elaine Magalis 

In The Domestication of Women 
author Barbara Rogers, an expert 
on development, describes an in
terview with the regional represen
tative of a voluntary agency work
ing in Z.ambia. He complained 
about the enthusiasm of his public
ity people for stories about digging 
wells when the practice had been 
ended sometime before: 

"Everybody thinks they're so 
important, but we've done every
thing we can think of and we can't 
get the community to take respon
sibility. I've been to villages, col
lected all the men together and 
talked with them for hours. Then I 
come back with the equipment. We 
dig down until midday, and there's 
some water at the bottom of the 
hole. I can't get them to under
stand that they've got to keep on 
digging, otherwise the well will 
dry up as soon as the dry season 
starts. They just refuse to dig any 
deeper, and of course their wells 
dry up and they come and ask for 
more help. I'm fed up with wells. 

"But why are you only talking to 
the men in the first place? They're 
not the ones who go to the well 
every day, year in and year out, 
and who actually observe the level 
going up and down according to 
the season; the women do. 

"I didn't think of that then. That 
was before I started to become 
enlightened about women." 

Starting to Become Enlightened 
That conversation took place in the 
mid-seventies-not long after the 
beginning of the International Dec
ade for Women. Many people then 
had only "started to become en
lightened about women." 

Not long before the Decade 
began, women and a few assorted 
experts on agricultural and eco
nomic development had begun to 
look at rural women in the Third 
World and to worry about what 
was happening to them-that they 
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were, in fact, being excluded from 
the development programs drawn 
up by development agencies and 
endorsed by governments. By the 
time the opening of the decade 
occurred in Mexico City in 1975 
women knew enough to see to it 
that those among them who lived 
in rural areas were included in the 
World Plan of Action developed by 
representatives of the world's gov
ernments. Rural women would no 
longer be ignored. 

But why had women been left 
out of efforts for development? It 
was simply that they were thought 
of, when they were thought of at 
all, as unimportant in the economic 
lives of their societies. Sometimes 
those who made this assumption 
were their own fathers, brothers, 
and sons. The men from the West
ern world-who, as colonialist 
managers, had transformed their 
societies-had nearly always as
sumed it. Now they were back 
again, still managing, but this time 
as the visiting experts who would 
help them enter at last into the 
"modern world." For these men it 
seemed obvious that males were 
the chief actors in the economic 
sectors that needed to change. 
Women would be ' 'brought along" 
by them. 

Women's Work and the Economy 
Women' s work-housework
was not counted as having any
thing to do with the economy. It 
had no cash value. And Western 
planners either did not notice or 
counted it an obstacle to progress 
that women made up a large part of 
the world's farmers . In fact, in 
most African countries women 
made up 60 to 80 percent of 
agricultural laborers. But this was 
subsistence farming, and in the 
new cash economies that would 
usher in the modern industrial era, 
that was an anachronism to be 
discarded. All over Asia, Africa 
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and Latin America men were being 
given agricultural training while 
women, when they were not ig
nored, were helped with home
making skills like sewing and edu
cation in nutrition. 

For experts and for the govern
ments of developing countries, 
economic development meant par
ticipating in the international mar
ketplace . Agricultural develop
ment meant cash crops and the 
men were trained to plant and 
harvest them-often with modem 
farm machinery and the latest 
fertilizers and other chemical 
inputs. Women continued to raise 
most of the food for their families 
and communities with the same 
traditional methods but with fewer 
resources. The result was more 
work for women and less food for 
their families. 

The last decade has seen many 
change~ . The lot of rural women 
became an important issue for the 
women's movement and, because 
of that, for many development 
agencies and governments. Pro
grams were created especially for 
women and both the farming and 
the homemaking tasks that sus
tained their families were taken 
seriously. From United Methodist 
Women to the various organiza
tions associated with the United 
Nations to USAID the criteria for 
development changed: women 
were not only the recipients of 
technical advice, resources and 
training-they participated in the 
design of projects and programs. 
Or at least that's what was sup
posed to happen. 

Sometimes it did; many times it 
didn't. 

Development Programs 
for Women Today 
Today development programs for 
women number in the tens of 
thousands with budgets adding up 
to millions of dollars. It is estimated 

"If it is not 
appropriate 
for women, it 
is not 
appropriate.'' 

that technical assistance given to 
women in farming will double or 
even triple the amount of food they 
produce. In the Senegalese prov
ince of Sine Saloum, for example, 
some 400 women given technical 
help by the Washington-based 
Overseas Education Fund doubled 
their crop production in two years 
in spite of severe drought. 

However, in the context of the 
total amount of money spent on 
women' s projects, the amount is 
still small. For example, only one · 
percent of the activities of the 
United Nations Development Pro
gram (UNDP) were focused on 
women ten years ago. Today the 
number is more like four percent. 
In 1983 that meant about $17 
million out of a total budget of $424 
million. 

Nevertheless, the United Na
tions Decade for Women has seen 
the creation of two new UN agen
cies specifically concerned with the 
problems of women: the Interna
tional Research and Training Insti
tute for the Advancement of 
Women (INSTRAW), which com
piles data and publishes reports on 
the needs of women for use by 
governments and agencies in de
velopment planning; and the Unit
ed Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM), w h ich in
creased its 1985 $4 million budget 
to $4.5 million in 1986 and is 
involved in more than 240 active 
projects and picking new ones at 
the rate of 40 a year. 

What has happened on the in
ternational level has happened in 
most government agencies and in 
church service and mission organi
zations. What has not happened in 
national governments-and espe
cially in the United Nations it
self-is the promotion of women to 
the upper administrative levels of 
the bureaucracy. From the village 
council to the state, national and 
international levels, women must 
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The Tech and 
Tools exhibit at 
Nairobi showed 
what women 
are doing 
around the 
world. 

be placed in decision-making 
roles. Declared Anne Walker, 
director of the International 
Women's Tribune Center, in The 
Christian Science Monitor (De
cember 23, 1985): 

"Women are a crucial cog and 
have to be seen as such. But they're 
seen as peripheral and will be 
while governments are predomin
antly male. This is not a criticism of 
men, it's a criticism of a system. 
There are many men who are 
aware of the dangers of this sys
tem." 

Tech and Tools 
When the concluding meeting of 
the Decade was being planned for 
the summer of 1985 in Nairobi, the 
International Women's Tribune 
Center (USA), and other groups 
began to explore the possibilities 
for an event that would educate 
and bring women into communica
tion with one another about appro
priate technologies. They decided 
to plan a "variation" on a technolo
gy trade fair to be called "Tech and 
Tools" and, in preparation for it, 
sent queries to more than 300 
appropriate technology groups 
around the world inviting their 
participation. 

Only about 40 responses were 
received and some of them were 
quite negative. A European pro
fessional replied: " . . . the fore
most task in the interest of the 
health ... of women .. . should be 
to get them out of agricultural 
production. This has the added 
advantage that it will help to 
alleviate the male unemployment 
in the towns." 

A Caribbean development orga
nization declared: "Since its estab
lishment in 1981, our Centre has 
not been involved in the develop
ment or promotion of any low-cost 
technologies that we consider ap-
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propriate for use by women. We 
are therefore unable to make any 
input." 

The appropriate technology 
movement, like the women's 
movement, has challenged the 
popular assumptions about the 
power of science and technology to 
cure the world's ills, and advocated 
a decentralized, humanistic ap
proach to development. Yet, after a 
decade of talk about rural women's 
issues in nearly every part of the 
globe, it was not working on 
"low-cost technologies appropri
ate for use by women." Like the 
more traditional development 
agencies, its leadership was pre
dominantly male. 

"If it is not appropriate for 
women, it is not appropriate." 
That was the motto for "Tech and 
Tools", a colorful and lively pro
gram of exhibits and hands-on 
demonstrations, workshops and 
small group encounters. It made a 
significant difference in the lives of 
some people. 

An editor at one of Kenya's 
leading women's magazines and 
one of two city-dwelling daughters 
of a rural woman reported that 
although her mother could neither 
read nor write, she'd heard about 
the International Women's Decade 
celebration on the radio and decid
ed to come and see what it was all 
about. On the first morning the 
woman's daughters met her at the 
bus and took her to Tech and Tools. 
They thought they would start 
there, spend an hour and then go 
on to the rest of the event. In the 
Food Processing Building "she was 
transfixed" as they looked at slides 
of Pacific women making tradi
tional foods and demonstrations 
by women from Sri Lanka of jam 
and jelly making for income gen
eration, at Swedish women 

(Continue on p. 40) 
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Leontine T. C. Kelly 

This is not a Christmas article, 
but it began then. We had just 
finished packing Christmas gifts 
for John, Minerva and my 
four-year-old granddaughter, 
Faith, when the telephone rang. 
The now familiar voice of the 
telephone operator said, "Hold 
on, Nigeria calling." It is always 
a thrill to talk to my son and 
family across ocean miles about 
their work as short-term 
missioners for the Board of 
Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church on the 
continent of our common African 
rootage. Their call indicated 
appreciation for the anticipated 
gifts, but their heart request was, 
"We really want you for 
Christmas." We went! 

My youngest daughter, 
Pamela, and my nephew, Michel 
Gohn's "twin cousin" ), were 
with me when we flew into the 
crowded city of Kano, Nigeria on 
Christmas Eve. The hordes of 
people, the push, the solemn, 
armed military presence, people 
urgently selling everywhere, 
anything; the poor seeking to 
survive, the unhealthy and the 
miraculously well in competition 
for the American dollar to pay 
for a variety of cheap American 
goods displayed alongside cheap 
domestic craftwork. 

In the old town market area, 
many stalls were closed in honor 
of the birth of Jesus Christ. In 
this predominantly Muslim area, 
his birth was being celebrated at 
the historic Mosque at Kano. 
Narrow streets were overly 
burdened with parades of 
children dressed in holiday 

regalia marching to music, 
singing of the birth of the 
prophet Jesus while in the same 
tonations they praised their 
major prophet, Mohammed. 
Small herds of camels 
intermingled with the festive 
crowds, and many persons 
pursued the mundane life-need 
of seeking water from a central 
faucet in containers of many 
sizes and many designs for all 
purposes. Bundles and burdens 
carried on heads, backs and in 
hands made our station wagon 
journey through the town slow 
and jerky. "Bitouri!," the 
children grinned and shouted at 
us. My son translated the Hausa 
word to mean "white people." It 
somehow shocked my sense of 
having touched native soil. All 
my life I had wanted to go 
"back" to Africa. Two of my 
children had already made the 
journey. I was assured that it 
was not just my own historic 
skin discoloration that caused the 
pointed jeers. We were all 
marked as Americans. 

Christmas in Jos, Nigeria, was 
a rich family and travel 
experience. But it was all 
there--another world, the 
presence of suffering and need, 
and the contrast between the 
disparate and the desperate. 

In January nine members of 
the California-Nevada Annual 
Conference joined me on my 
Episcopal visit to Bolivia. We 
spent three weeks in Bolivia. The 
powerful spirit of the church of 
Jesus Christ at work in Bolivia 
without even the bare necessities 
for survival caught us by 
inspired surprise. 

It was the early Christian 
church serving in life-risking 
situations on behalf of the poor, 
the marginalized, the forgotten. 
They were pastors and laity, 
trained and untrained, all called 
to minister to a new day in new 
ways. They were open for help, 
determined to overcome 
unbelievable obstacles, and 
accepting of our definitive 
position as partners rather than 
patrons. They welcomed us in 
love! 

Over 800 persons attended the 
assembly on the campus of the 
American Institute at 
Cochabamba. They came by foot, 
in buses, trucks, jeeps, train and 
plane. There was a strong 
presence of women-the 

presence of strong 
women-seated among the men. 
Many women carried their babies 
on their backs in the traditional, 
colorful wrap of the Aymara 
Indians. 

National Geographic pictures 
seen through the years came 
alive for us. The derbies, the 
blankets, the skirts, the Quechua 
hats sang of a new day of 
freedom, of liberation in Jesus 
Christ. When they stood to 
welcome us with singing, we 
jarred the paucity of their lives 
with our presence, but they 
enriched the spiritual depth of 
our lives With their openness 
and acceptance. 

The trilingual welcome which 
we heard initially in the 
assembly echoed itself in adobe 
churches, on mountainsides, in 
simple member-constructed 
sanctuaries, in small rural 
chapels, at fish hatcheries, 
reforestation projects, 
adobe-walled hospital with roof 
funded by UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) , 
in mines at Portosi and Oruro, 
even through the anguished 
tears of miners' wives on hunger 
strike. 

We shared the Word in homes 
where scarce food was prepared 
for us and in official gatherings 
of ch rch leaders. We heard the 
women call for education for 
themselves and their children, 
for better nutrition and housing, 
for sanitation and a quality of 
life conducive to maturity. 

In the dining hall of the Frank 
Back Medical Center, we played 
children's games to get 
acquainted. At the Methodist 
Hospital in La Paz, we listened 
to the analysis of the economy 
and its effect on medical 
decisions by a brilliant doctor. 
We talked with labor leaders and 
persons struggling to assure 
human rights at great cost to 
their own safety. 

We rode and rode and rode in 
jeeps throughout Bolivia and 
never became accustomed to 
children begging for bread, or 
money, or anything. We 
witnessed mountains fertile and 
planted by human toil. On every 
hand, the struggle to survive 
defied the stereotypical image of 
the " lazy Latin American" or the 
truth of the idea that " if you 
work hard enough you'll get 
somewhere." 
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Women and Technology 
(Continued from p. 38) 

demonstrating the production of 
protein-rich foods from leaves and 
Indian women showing how their 
improved "chula" or stove 
worked. Her daughters could not 
get her out of the building for more 
than an hour. When she came out 
she sat down on the ground with 
tears in her eyes. 'At last people are 
seeing what women can do. I've 
waited for this all of my life. God 
has organized this for the world. ' 

Technology Can Hurt Women 
Unfortunately, technology--€ven 
when it is called "appropriate"
can hurt the very women it's 
supposed to help. The technology 
that has directly affected the most 
women is family planning which, 
although its long term results may 
be good, can for the immediate 
future leave a woman with less 
help as she puts in one 1~hour
day after another. 

Another unforeseen and un
wanted outcome of technological 
assistance not thought through is 
when the time freed from one 
backbreaking job becomes time for 
another. Not thinking things 
through can mean no supplies for 
the production of crafts or no 
market for them. But most of these 
kinds of problems can be traced to 
one cause: making plans without 
the active participation of the 
women who are to benefit from 
them. 

At Tech and Tools women dis
cussed their difficulties with de
signers and developers who never 
sought women's input-who 
created a solar reflector cooker that 
required constant turning during 
the daylight hours when the 
women who were expected to use 
it were working in the fields all day 
and cooking their main meal at 
night; who created pedal-powered 
technologies for women who were 
not, by virtue of their culture, 
allowed to straddle a bicycle; who 
installed pumps to provide pure 
and accessible water and won
dered why they kept breaking 
down until they discovered that 
the pump handles were designed 
for men rather than women and 
children who were the primary 
users and had to reach up for them 
and use them inefficiently in order 
to use them at all. 

Introducing Technology Evenly 
A 1979 International Women's 
Tribune Center newsletter de
scribes appropriate technology as 
" providing simple solutions to im
provements on work tasks per
formed in the traditional manner. 
It encourages community self-de
termina tion and self-reliance. 
When community members are 
involved in the choice and devel
opment of new technologies, it is 
much more likely that these will be 
integrated into daily life. It is 
'appropriate' to introduce technol
ogy evenly in a society, avoiding 
the creation of an artificial class for 
women as 'beasts of burden."' 

That means that in the last 
analysis an appropriate technology 
is not necessarily a hoe instead of a 
tractor. Where a tractor will be 
useful for a male farmer in a 
particular situation, it will be useful 
to a woman farmer in the same 
situation. Women must not be 
ghettoized technologically. They 
must not be left with hoes and solar 
cooking stoves in a world where 
men work with tractors and com
puters. 

At the same time technology 
given to men must not be technolo
gy that hurts women-or vice 
versa. The introduction of any 
technology always means change, 
and change can mean community 
conflict unless the community 
shares in the decision-making 
processes around the technological 
innovation. Women are not argu
ing for women's development in 
isolation from men's. There can be 
no development unless women 
and men are partners in it. 

In an interview with a Christian 
Science Monitor reporter, Mrs. C. P. 
Sujaya, an official in the Indian 
Human Resources Development 
Ministry, declared: 

"The most common criticism I 
hear is from people who say, 'We 
have so many problems in this 
country. Why do you want to add 
one more problem?' I say to them, 
'Why don' t you look at the link 
between women's problems and 
all those other problems? It's not an 
extra problem we're thrusting on 
you: If we solve this one, think of 
all the others we will solve.' " o 

Elaine Magalis is a free-lance writer, 
based in New York . This article is based 
on interviews and material from the 
International Women's Tribune Cen
ter . 
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Books 

PRICING THE PRICELESS 
CHILD: THE CHANGING SO
CIAL VALUE OF CHILDREN 
By Viviana A. Zelizer. 
Basic Books, Inc. 277pp., $18.95. 

Viviana A. Zelizer' s book Pricing 
the Priceless Child traces the emer
gence of today's sacred and price
less child from the 18th century 
valued asset to the 19th century 
concern for protecting the often 
unwanted child. Ms. Zelizer, an 
associate professor of sociology at 
Barnard College, describes the 
changing market and personal 
value of children from an in-depth 
historical perspective. The reader 
will find the book informative, 
fascinating from a broad perspec
tive and possibly frustrating from a 
personal level because it is not a 
"how-to" book. 

According to 1980 studies, the 
estimated cost of rearing a child is 
$100,000 to $140,000. What can 
parents expect from this invest
ment? Smiles, love and emotional 
satisfaction but certainly not 
money or labor. Most surveyed 
parents report that the advantages 
of having children are "fulfilling 
the desire for love and affection 
and establishing a feeling of being 
in a family." Today's parents feel a 
child is entitled to an allowance 
and that chores are basically an 
instructional tool-that is, lessons 
in helpfulness, order and unself
ishness. Ms. Zelizer points out that 
the present attitude about children 
and labor are a drastic change from 
that of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

During the period 1870-1930, 
technical advances, child labor leg
islation and an increased focus on 
providing an educated workfor~e 
produced a market economy m 
which "educating the child" was 
more efficient than "hiring the 
child." The reader is reminded of 
many child advocacy campaigns 
such as reducing infant and child 
mortality rates, "safe milk," the 
inner-city playground movement, 
vaccinations, increased supervi
sion of children, safety instruction 
and emphasis on saving children 
from train and car accidents. These 
measures greatly influenced so
ciety and legislation. 

Children's insurance (compen-
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sation for wrongful or accidental 
death) was introduced to the 
working class who relied on chil
dren to work to help the family. 
These policies, which were used 
for burial costs, educational funds 
or family relief, have been the 
subject of suspicion, abuse and 
controversy ever since! Courts are 
still debating the question of a 
child's real, moral, sentimental or 
market value when making awards 
to parents. 

The author continues to trace the 
many factors which contribute to 
the sentimentalization of children 
and their role in family economics. 
The chapter on "baby farms" and 
"black market babies" vividly de
scribes the dilemma of the single 
woman who cannot feed her babies 
and has few options. It was easy to 
see how a market value was placed 
on the unwanted child and then 
later, as adoption was legalized, a 
high market value placed on the 
"blue-eyed blond" baby. Even 
greater commercialization and 
monetization of child life occurs 
today. Illegal prostitution, children 
being used as drug runners, child 
pornography and an estimated 
300,000 migrant child workers are 
societal concerns. 

One of the frustrations of read
ing this well-documented book is 
that the author refuses to be side
tracked into social commentary or 
drawing conclusions about the 
historical data. Even at the end of 
the book, few conclusions are 
made. Perhaps Ms. Zelizer wants 
the reader to make these applica
tions, but some readers will not be 
able to do this without some group 
discussion. 

The book does suggest two cur
rent concerns. One position is that 
the sentimentalization of children 
stops at the American doorstep. 
That is, while parents spend la
vishly, even irrationally on their 
children, their altruism is paradox
ically transformed into miserliness 
when it comes to programs of 
public child welfare . The reader 
will surely want to raise questions, 
see documentation and more in
formation about such a loaded 
statement. Is there really an anti
child culture in this country? 

Others, such as Marie Winn and 
Neil Postman, suggest children are 
rushed out too soon into adult-like 
behaviors, clothing, language, en
tertainment and even sexual activi
ty. Is the "Age of Protection" dead, 
replaced by the "Age of Prepara-

NEXT 
MONTH 

MINISTRY in BOMBAY 
by Doris Franklin 

How the Methodist Church in India is trying valiantly to 
respond to the problems of people flocking into the 
slums in search of a livelihood. 

JOURNEY INTO THE CHAPARE 
by Wendy McFerren 

Bolivian Methodist leaders discover their churches all 
but destroyed in a region where cocaine production has 
become the largest industry. 

TWENTY YEARS OF CARING 
by Ann C. Sherwin 

In Raleigh, North Carolina, the Walnut Terrace Child 
Development Center, an Advance Special mission 
project, provides more than baby-sitting and day-care 
services for inner-city residents. 

LOOKING FORWARD WITH HOPE 
An interview with Jose Miguez Bonino 

by the Rev. Barbara Rossing 
The internationally-known theologian and professor 
emeritus of Argentina's evangelical seminary, ISEDET, 
speaks with 'cautious optimism' about his country's 
future. 

HELP! 
by Carolyn-Francis 

Japan's Women's Christian Temperance Union estab
lishes an effective program to assist women victims of 
abuse and sexual exploitation. 

AFRICA'S CHURCH PRESS 
by M. Garlinda Burton 

As ten United Methodist journalists tour mission 
projects in Africa, they learn that the Christian church 
plays a major role in communications throughout the 
continent. 
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tion ?" Once again, the reader 
hopes to learn more about this 
concern but this is not, after all, a 
"how-to" book. 

In any case, the economic role of 
children remains essentially un
changed. Some people seem to 
suggest that restoring the child as 
"useful" in the co-operative family 
may solve many parenting prob
lems. This aspect of the book is 
intriguing. However, once again, 
we are disappointed as few reasons 
are given and no directions sug
gested. Many questions and ideas 
will be provoked by the author. 
Those working with children, par
ents and professionals alike will 
appreciate the research presented 
so ably by Viviana Zelizer. 

write$ that "Williams was not a 
modem liberal democrat," but he 
was not a theologian, either (p . 
170). Instead, he was a true believ
er in religious freedom. And Wil
liams followed this belief to its 
logical condusion in defending the 
rights of Jews, Turks, Mohamme
dans, pagans and Native Ameri
cans to their own beliefs. 

Miller thus makes a point that is 
as dose to a thesis as this book 
contains: that although "Chris
tianity was the primary teacher" of 
culture in the United States-and 
this chiefly Protestant Christian
ity- " [t]hese republican institu
tions, however, did not develop, 
and would not have developed, 
solely out of the Christian tradi
tion." For one thing, Christianity 

LINDA HAIR had "already taken into itself 

Linda Hair is the supervisor of the 
Tulsa Senior Citizens Services in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. She is a home 
missionary of The United Methodist 
Church. 

THE FIRST LIBERTY: RELIGION 
AND THE AMERICAN REPUB
LIC 
by William Lee Miller. 
Alfred A . Knopf, Inc ., 1986, 353 pp. 
$24.95. 

something of the non-Christian 
dassical world, so that the histori
cal antecedents of American re
publican institutions had already 
become broader than the distinc
tively Christian heritage . . . before 
there was an America" (pp. 346-
47). 

Where did Williams get his radi
cal ideas then? And where did 
Jefferson, James Madison and 
other founding fathers get theirs? 
Miller seems to be saying that one 
cannot easily separate the many 
streams that have flowed into 

How about this for c01mng a Western culture and religion. 
phrase: "When they have opened a gap Miller begins the book with a 
in the hedge or wall of separation long essay on the roles played by 
between the garden of the church and Jefferson and Madison in fighting 
the wilderness of the world, God hath for religious freedom. These two 
ever broke down the wall itself, re- aristocrats managed to persuade 
moved the candlestick, and made His the Virginia Assembly to pass a bill 
garden a wilderness, as at this day" (p . for religious freedom in 1786 that 
221) . stipulated: "No man shall be com-

Roger Williams wrote those pelled to frequent or support any 
lines, and he wrote them about a religious worship, place or min
century before Thomas Jefferson istry whatsoever ... but that all 
first used the phrase "wall of men shall be free to profess, and by 
separation" to refer to the proper argument to maintain their options 
relation of church and state. Wil- in matters of religion." With this 
Iiams, the separatist who had a model before them, the members 
hard time finding a body of Chris- of the First Congress passed the 
tians on this earth who qualified as First Amendment with its Ian
the true church, figures in this guage on religious freedom. Miller 
book as a radical who argued asserts that Madison "was the 
vehemently for religious freedom most important single figure in 
in the English colonies in the 1600s. shaping the First Amendment," 

Mr. Miller, chairman of the De- and his description of Madison's 
partrnent of Rhetoric and Commu- role, both in Virginia and in the 
nications Studies and professor of Congress, gives Madison a dear, 
religion at the University of Vir- strong identity. 
ginia, believes Williams has been Miller provides a concluding 
the victim of a good rap in historical essay discussing the many inter
in terpreta tion . Referring to the pretations by the Supreme Court of 
writers who have seen Williams as cases involving religious freedom. 
a sort of hero of democracy, Miller He draws no single condusion, but 
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we are in the hands of a teacher, 
not a preacher or a lawyer, and the 
writer seems content to suggest 
that we ourselves should make our 
own definitions and come to our 
own convictions. If this ambiguity 
seems unsettling, we can be grate
ful that we yet remain free from the 
theocrats and authoritarians who 
would decide these things for us. 

-CHARLES E. COLE 

Charles E. Cole is the executive 
secretary for Model Development and 
Planning of the General Board of 
Global Ministries . He received his 
Master's degree in Sacred Theology. 

THE SORCERER'S APPREN
TICE: INSIDE THE MODERN 
HOSPITAL 
by Sallie Tisdale. 
McGraw-Hill , 1985. 256 pp., $15 .95. 

Sallie Tisdale is a superb teller 
with unusual graphic ability to 
weave human interest, medical 
complexity and sensitivity to suf
fering into each individual case. 
Most of us in the health-care field 
see poignancy in every difficult 
situation and sometimes wonder 
how to communicate the deep 
nuances of the human condition. 
We stutter and stammer with our 
inadequacy. 

Sallie's sophisticated knowledge 
uses metaphors and visual images 
to portray pain and suffering. For 
example, she writes, "The lights in 
the NICU are so strong, the shad
ows so stark, it is sometimes hard 
to see the shades of gray. An 
understanding of power and help
lessness in this context must in
dude the knowleqge that both 
parties, patient and caregiver, have 
strength and weakness. We see 
that the patient is helpless. He is in 
danger of being overwhlemed; his 
attention is solely on his deficits. 
He is dependent; he has surren
dered. But caregivers, no matter 
how long the strides, are helpless 
too. Even if we can change the 
course of the disease for now, we 
can't change anything for good. 
We can' t control the individual, 
eccentric course of anything at all; 
we can' t make the patient behave. 
All this mad furnbling with the 
controls is also a thumb in the dike. 
Sometimes we know that, and 
sometimes we forget. Everybody 
dies." 

Sometimes Sallie redefines 
words, or at least changes word 
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CLASSIFIED 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Ra tes for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15) . Post Office Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word . Send all copy (with check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to: NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, N.Y. 10115. 

For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/call: The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road, King of 
Prussia, PA 19406 (215) 265-0648. 

GBGM POSITIONS OPEN 

The following executive positions are avail
able at the General Board of Global Minis
tries . Letters of application and resumes 
should be sent to John J. Dalton, Personnel 
Administrator, Room 1476, General Board 
of Global Ministries, The United Methodist 
Church, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 
N.Y. 10115. 

The General Board of Global Ministries is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Office of New 
Church Development, National Program 
Division. Immediate . Assist executive secre
tary in developing appropriate strategies for 
planning and establishing new congrega
tions, to aid in developing training re
sources and other publications and to assist 
new congregations in planning for facilities 
or in modifying existing facilities . 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Church Rede
velopment and Renewal, National Program 
Division. Immediate . Assist in development 
of facilities for new congregations and/or 
modify existing facilities locally . Assist in 
development of national mission strategies 
for church redevelopment and renewal. 
Assist in training and resourcing pastors 
and laity in church redevelopment situa
tions, especially through cooperative parish 
development with a special focus on small 
membership churches. 

PROGRAM SECRETARY, Institutional and 
Voluntary Ministries, National Program 
Division. Immediate. To be administratively 
responsible for institutional ministries pro
grams. Counsel and advise the Division 
concerning the missional role and functions 
of institutions related to the NPD. Also to 
counsel on the special needs of women and 
children. 

COORDINATOR FOR MISSION LEAD
ERS, Mission Education & Cultivation Pro
gram Dept. Immediate . Provide training 
and resources for conference and district 
mission leaders so that they can help local 
churches be aware of and supportive of the 
mission of the UMC. Also, provide re
sources for local church mission leaders . 

EDITOR, PROGRAM RESOURCES, Mis
sion Education & Cultivation Program 
Dept. Immediate . Edits program resource 
materials, primarily those created to serve 
United Methodist women. 

PROGRAM SECRETARY, Native American 
Ministries, Parish Ministries, National Pro
gram Division. Immediate . Work coopera
tively in strategy development, resource 
identification and development, needs as
sessment, issue monitoring and program 
management. Assist in evaluating, training 
and consulting with Native American con
stituency. Serve on committees, task forces, 
councils to facilitate work on behalf of 
Native Americans . 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Church and 
Community Ministry, National Program 
Division, Parish Ministries . Immediate . 
Work with strategy development, resource 
identification, needs assessment, issue 
monitoring, budget processes . 

FUNCTIONAL EXECUTIVE Secretary for 
Personnel Support Coordination, World 
Division, Functional. Immediate . Adminis
tration of financial support for personnel 
including short and long range planning 
and budgeting, and management of fur
loughed missionary residences . Coordinate 
Missionary Home Assignments program. 
Coordinate Letters of Agreement and status 
changes . Coordinate Short Term Volunteer 
in Mission program . 

PUB LI CA TIO NS 

MEDIA & VALUES-A values-oriented 
ma·gazine on today' s media age . Each theme 
issues gives a complete teaching tool. Topics 
include media in the nuclear age, TV targets 
women as victims, violence in rock videos 
and television as religious ritual. One year, 
$12; Two years, $22. Mail to Media & Values , 
1962 S. Shenandoan, Los Angeles, CA 
90034. Published quarterly. 

RADIO(fV /FILM 

WITH ONE VOICE: THE CHURCHES 
SPEAK AGAINST AP ARTHEID:-a 28-
minute educational videotape about U.S. 
church anti-apartheid efforts. Comes with a 
study guide . To rent, call ECUFILM, 800-
251-4091 . To purchase, call 212-870-2529 or 
317-353-1491. $29.95 VHS '12'', $39.95 %". 

THE EQUIPMENT OF PEACE is a 15-min
ute filmstrip with audio tape on the history 
of war, and how to preserve peace through 
international law, world courts and peace
making forces under international control. 
($15 postpaid from the Office of Interpreta
tion, General Assembly Mission Board, 341 
Ponce de Leon Ave. , NE, Atlanta, GA 
30365.) 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

The following positions are open to persons 
interested in becoming part of the mission 
outreach of The United Methodist Church 
through the General Board of Global Minis
tries. Please request application materials or 
write for further information to: Mission 
Personnel Resources Program Department, 
General Board of Global Ministries, 475 
Riverside Drive, Room 1470, New York, 
New York 10115 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY MINISTRY: 
Alabama, Johnson Hill United Methodist 

Ministry-A ministry designed to meet the 
spiritual, educational, social and recrea
tional needs of ethnic minority persons in an 
economically disadvantaged section of 
southern Alabama. 

Rhode Island, Project Outreach-this 
program incorporates several outreach 
ministries to low and moderate income 
families, most of whom are ethnic and racial 
minorities displaced from other parts of the 
city. 

South Dakota: Pierre/Ft. Pierre Ecumeni
cal Ministries-The Church and Communi
ty Worker would work with citizens' council 
involved in a women's resource center, 
crisis counseling, and in meeting immediate 
needs of persons . 

Virginia: Church Renewal in Scott Coun
ty-A ministry in an isolated section of 
Appalachia designed to ~nable three small 
membership churches to be in ministry and 
mission to the community. 

West Virginia: Tyrand Cooperative Par
ish Ministries-Churches of three different 
denominations working cooperatively to 
address the high unemployment, substan
dard housing and other needs created by 
the longstanding poverty in this isolated 
Appalachian area . 

Alaska: Alaska Missionary Conference
pastors with maturity, a sense of personal 
security and wholeness with five to ten 
years of effective leadership and adminis
trative experience are needed . Skills in 
dealing with domestic violence and alcohol
ism are a must. 

Kentucky: Red Bird Missionary Confer
ence-pastors needed for rural, mountain, 
small membership churches . Willingness to 
serve multiple church charges, commitment 
to leadership development and interest in 
new patterns of congregational develop
ment, team ministries and outreach minis
tries are required 



nuances to get her insight articu
lated. Sometimes she strings on 
objectives to color her meanings. 

"People in the first glimmers of 
kidney failure may notice only that 
they have begun getting up in the 
night to urinate. Their urine be
comes pale, straw-colored. Their 
feet swell. They lose their appetites 
and then begin to vomit from a 
nausea that never ceases. Their 
skin itches madly all over. Edema, 
that spongy cushion of water 
under the skin, rises up their legs, 
chest, and arms and gets behind 
their eyes, until their vision dims. 

THEOLOGY FROM THE 
WOMB OF ASIA 
by C. S. SONG 
Focusing on imagination, empassion, 
communion , and vision , C. S. Song otters 
a reconstruction of Christian theology in 
relation to Asian cultu res. He emphasizes 
intuition as well as reason , Eastern as well 
as Western spirituality in order to " gain 
freedom for our theological mind ." 
" Song 's writing is generally eloquent and 
insightful, searching, and exciting . . . " 
-International Bulletin of Missionary 

Research 208pp. $12.95 paper 

A KOREAN MINJUNG 
THEOLOGY 
An Old Testament Perspective 
by CYRIS H. S. MOON 
Students of biblical studies and liberation 
theology will value the link Cyris Moon 
makes between the liberation movement 
of the people (minjung) in Korea and that 
of the people of the Old Testament. 

96pp. $7.95 paper 

At bookstores or from 

ORBIS BOOKS 
Maryknoll, NY 10545 
Write for cata log. 

They taste a bitter metal in their 
mouth; their breath is fetid, fishy, 
almost ammonia. Their feet bum; it 
feels as if there are bugs crawling in 
their legs. No position is comfort
able . Men become impotent, 
women sterile" (p. 76). 

Another clarifying technique is 
to personalize complex, technolog
ical procedures. "One afternoon, 
gowned like the other nurses and 
observing the returning patients in 
the clinic attached to a small bum 
unit, I watched a burned baby be 
admitted. I was an extra hand on a 
busy day; the resident, after a quick 

LIVING THEOLOGY IN ASIA 
edited by JOHN C. ENGLAND 

Twenty-four Roman Catholic and Protes
tant writers address the pastoral and mis
sionary concerns of Asian people living in 
twelve ditterent countries. " An important 
contribution towards understanding the 
pains and struggles from which contem
porary Christian theology is emerging in 
Asian settings." 224pp. $9.95 paper 

MOUNT FUJI AND 
MOUNT SINAI 
A Critique of Idols 
by KOSUKE KOYAMA 
How the author's personal pilg rimage, 
writings , and experience as a Japanese 
confessing a Christian fa ith have led to his 
profoundly Asian theology of the cross. 

288pp. $12.95 paper 

COMPASSIONATE 
AND FREE 
An Asian Woman 's Theology 
by MARIANNE KATOPPO 
The author, a prize winning Indonesian 
novelist, theologian , and journalist, ex
plains why women seek the right to be dif
ferent from the identities borrowed from 
men and other cultures. "The value of this 
book can hardly be exaggerated . . . " 
- Worldmission 90pp. $4.95 paper 

exam, turned to me and dropped 
crying child in my arms. He was a 
handsome boy, plump and pink 
from his howls. Across his chin 
and neck and chest was an irate red 
puddle, spilling in drops onto his 
arms and thighs. Coffee? cocoa? 
No one knew. The baby's grand
father, we were told, had brought 
him to the emergency room mo
ments before, saying the boy had 
pulled a cup of something hot on 
top of himself; and then the grand
father, angry, had left" (p. 128). 

This book is a corrective to those 
of us who take our profession so 
seriously that we become im
mersed in our technology, or our 
knowledge or our pomposity. 
Even our motives in easing suffer
ing can be idolatry. This book 
reminds us to rethink death, to see 
the person behind the tissue and 
bone, and to discover the paradox 
in healing. 

ORRIS E. KELLY 

Orris E. Kelly is vice president of 
Pastoral Services at the Hospital Cor
poration of America in Nashville, 
Tennessee . He received his Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from Garrett Theologi
cal Seminary. 

AMERICAN INDIAN POLICY IN 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
Edited by Vine Deloria, Jr . 
University of Oklahoma Press, 256 pp. 
$16.95 

Vine Deloria, Jr., professor of 
Political Science, University of Ari
zona, and former executive direc
tor, National Congress of Ameri
can Indians, is well known as an 
author and outspoken activist in 
Indian affairs. 

A stimulating book of essays 
presents 11 writers from various 
perspectives of current Indian 
issues. They treat the topics of 
land, water rights, voting and 
self-determination and sov
ereignty, and bring informed, do
cumented studies which will en
able American Indians and tribal 
members to better understand and 
impact their situations today. 

One of the more interesting 
revelations is given in Chapter 8, 
"Bureau of Indian Affairs Influence 
on Indian Self-Determination." On 
pages 182-183, under the heading, 
"The BIA and Public Law 93," is 
found, "During the past seven 
years, the BIA has maintained an? 
increased its dominance over Ind1-
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ans through 1) a planning orienta
tion suited more to its bureaucratic 
needs than to tribal needs and 2) 
the conversion of tribes themselves 
to a bureaucratic planning orienta
tion. Traditional tribal social struc
tures have therefore suffered." 

Many citizens have assumed 
that all native people were citizens 
and had the right to vote, but this 
did not occur untllthe 1924 Citizen
ship Act when they were recog
nized officially. The Act itself did 
not automatically extend the vot
ing privilege. Some states ques
tioned the legality because Indians 
were subject to federal but not state 
jurisdiction. Some states required 
that only Indians who abandoned 
their culture be granted citizen
ship. With the passage of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth Amend
ments, Native Americans were 
guaranteed the right to vote. 

Native people must learn the 
power of the vote, though they 
constitute a small minority. They 
can influence and impact decisions. 
"With their enormous landhold
ings, massive natural resources, 
and valuable water rights," Deloria 
says, " the western tribes will un
doubtedly play an increasingly 
important role in local, regional 
and national politics." 

-JOSEPHINE WILOCAT BIGLER 

Josephine Wildcat Bigler is a field representa
tive of the National Division for the General 
Board of Global Ministries. She received her 
Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education. 

CJ 
Making Mission Happen: 
The General Board of Glob
al Ministries 11 Work is a new 
25-minute video that takes 
you to the mid-April 1986 
meeting of the Board's direc

tors in New York City. Bishop James M. Ault is 
your host. See your elected representatives 
making decisions .. . hear a spirited debate on 
Nicaragua and a pastor's insightful view of Haili. 
Experience a Service of Commissioning of 
missionaries. Available on VHS videocassette 
from your conference library. 

• Large 10 Inch gold
bof'dered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 or 
more plates. 

• We also make ce
ramic tile, church note 
paper, Church bulle
tins, Poat Cerda and 
Chrtatmu Cerda. 

For sampl6 and Illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW. Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

Dr. Grier, center, with mothers and child ren of the conference. 

WHO WILL GO? 
Dr. Marian Grier is a United Methodist missionary from the North 

Georgia Conference working in Liberia. She is part of the Emerging 
Personnel Needs program of the World Program Division . 

Dr. Grier is on the faculty of the Gbarnga School of Theology where she 
teaches philosophy, advanced Christian ethics and church and society 
courses . She has a holistic approach to being a Christian . Her background 
includes extensive training in educational psychology, early ch ildhood 
education and nursing . She utilizes these skills in her teaching of Health at 
the Sigrun Sundar Home Arts School. 

When Dr. Grier conducts workshops across the conference for pastors' 
wives and other women of the community, she brings needed information 
on nutrition, breast feeding and the reproductive system . She also finds 
the women responsive to her emphases on self-awareness and the 
integration of body, mind and spirit. 

Emerging Needs 
Churches in many areas are asking for more missionaries li ke Dr. Grier. 

The Advance now seeks to raise six million dollars each year to maintain 
the present level of support for personnel on assignment. An add itional two 
mill ion will provide for 30 more persons to be sent for three years' service . 
High priority requests from the national churches are for theological 
professors, physicians , nurses, pastoral couples , high school teachers 
and pilots. 

Your gifts of any amount can help the General Board of Global Ministries 
find and send dedicated and highly-qualified persons to serve in 
partnership with Christians in other countries. 

Designate your gifts to Emerging Personnel Needs: 008986-5 H-F. 

For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through your local 
church treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded to: Advance GCFA, General Board of 
Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive , Room 1439, New York, NY 10115. 

WORLD PROGRAM DIVISION 
__ General Board of Global Ministries 
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A BRIGHT FUTURE 
FOR GULFSIDE 

At Waveland , Mississippi, on the 
picturesque Gulf of Mexico, the 
Gulfside Assembly is gearing up to 
expand its historic role as a training 
and retreat facility. 

The Gulfside Assembly of The 
United Methodist Church was found
ed in 1923 by Bishop Robert E. Jones 
to serve the needs of black people in 
the southern regions of the 'church. 
Since 1980 Gulfside's program and 
facilities have been approved as 
General Advance Special projects. 

While groups from the entire 
church constituency are encouraged 
to use the facility as a retreat center, a 
new program is underway to pro
vide special training, research and 
advocacy. The program is designed 
to enable grassroots organizations 
and local church leadership to acquire 
skills, assistance and resources. The 
train ing will prepare persons to 
champion causes of justice and rec
onciliation on behalf of the poor and 
powerless in local communities. 

Designate your gift for the 
General Advance Special, 
"Gulfside Assembly Program, 
Waveland, Mississippi," No. 
761337-2. 

For local church and annual conference 
credit, send your gift through your local 
church treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded 
to: l\dvance GCFA, General Board of Global 
Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1439, 
New York, NY 10115. 

About Missions BY DON STRUCHEN 
QUESTION: I understand that 

everyone who works for the General 
Board of Global Ministries is not a 
Christian . Is this true and, if so, why 
do we hire such people? 

ANSWER: That's an interesting 
question for in response one must 
ask, "A Christian by whose stan
dards or judgement?" When hiring 
people today you cannot ask their 
religious preference or inclination. 
Persons are hired for their skills 
and expertise and then are expect
ed to learn about The United 
Methodist Church if they have not 
grown up in our denomination. 

The Executive staff are persons 
who have come to the Board from 
all parts of the country and the 
world, from United Methodist 
Churches and Conferences, both 
clergy and laity. There are some 
non-United Methodists in this 
group, but they are church persons 
of other denominations who have 
training for the particular task for 
which they are hired. 

The support staff are mostly 
from the New York City area as one 
would suspect. Many of them have 
applied for work with the General 
Board because they want to serve 
the church. Some have been on the 
staff for 20-30 and even 40 years. 

This is also an interesting ques
tion to ask, for we send mission
aries to all parts of the world to 
work with non-Christian people in 
order to witness for the Christian 
faith. What's wrong, then, for 
"non-Christians" to work with us 
here where they can be exposed to 
our faith and witnessed to daily? 

QUESTION: Is there any form of 
religious service at the Board that 
would distinguish it from a secular 
organization? 

ANSWER: There are weekly de
votional services on each of the 
four floors of United Methodist 
offices. They are led by staff mem
bers-support and executive. A 
dedicated layman who works in 
the financial department has start
ed a weekly Bible study during 
lunch time for any who wish to 

attend. All of the executive staff 
meetings begin with devotions and 
prayer. From time to time the 
various divisions and departments 
will go away for a few days of 
retreat for spiritual growth and 
refreshment. One receptionist and 
telephone operator can be seen 
reading her Bible between calls. 

On weekends the employees are 
scattered to all parts of the area
most of them participating in the 
services of worship where they are 
members. The work of many of the 
executive staff takes them to all 
parts of the country on weekends 
to interpret our mission outreach. 
When not on the job, most are 
involved in a local congregation
singing in the choir, teaching a 
class, counseling a youth group or 
worshipping with their family. 
One Sunday recently I attended 
the United Methodist church 
nearest the Board office in Man
hattan and counted 11 staff mem
bers of our Board scattered in the 
congregation. 

QUESTION: If I wanted to apply 
for a staff position with the General 
Board of Global Ministries, how would 
I go about it and is there any chance I 
might be hired? 

ANSWER: For both executive 
and support staff opportunities, 
write to the Human Resources 
Department, Room 1476, 475 Riv
erside Dr., New York, NY 10115, 
and tell them the particular skills 
and interests you have. 

Anyone living in the area may 
want to apply in person. Others 
may wish to call 212-870-3666 and 
ask for Mr. John Dalton. 

The chance of being hired will 
depend upon your skills and abili
ties. 

THE AUTHOR is secretary for Conference 
Relations of the General Board of Global 
M inistr ies. Readers are invited to pose 
questions about missions. If you address 
letters to : Donald E. Struchen, Room 
1405, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 
N .Y. 10115, we' ll attempt to answer them 
in future issues of NEW WoRLD OurwoK. 
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Enliven and E xpand Your Mission Planning 
with Resources Described in the 1986-87 

SERVICE CENTER CATALOG 

New mission and spiritual growth resources are featured in the opening pages. This is 
the most complete listing of materials for interpretation of the program of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. The new edition is available free for postage and handling 
from Service Center, 7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati , Ohio 45237. 

GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
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