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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

January, 1986 

Infiltration Lawsuit. Three Presbyterian churches and one Lutheran church in the 
Phoenix, AZ., area, together with their denominations, the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and the American Luther an Church, have sued the U.S. government as a 
result of informer infiltration of the churches in connection with the tria l of 
sanctuary workers now underway. The civil suit alleges that the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service violated the constitutional right to free exercise of 
religion by infiltrating services of worship, Bible study groups and mission 
planning meetings between ~arch and December, 1984. Although the infiltration took 
place during the preparation of the sanctuary case, the plaintiffs stress that this 
suit is not a "sanctuary case". Citing the First, Fourth and Fifth Amendments to 
the U. S. Constitution, the case will not assert that religious congregations are 
above the law or that they are immune to investigation but will insist that such 
investigations be conducted according to law and constitutional safeguards. 

Nicaragua. Four UM missionaries serving in Nicaragua have challenged the Council of 
Bishops of the denomination over a resolution expressing "deep concern" over 
reports of "serious denial of human rights and freedom" in the Central American 
nation. The missionaries said that "description of Nicaragua is simp ly not true", 
adding that "what there is not freedom to do is work to overthrow t he 
government ..•. We witness no general repression of religion in Nicaragua today. 
There is, however, repression of the right to commit treason. 11 They said that three 
Protestant pastors recently detained and released were being investigated on 
charges of having urged youth to break laws on mfl i tary service and for links to 
the Institute for Religion and Democracy (IRQ), a U.S. group which the missionaries 
charge has CIA connections. (In a Dec. 31 letter to Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega, the 13 members of the IRD board of directors denied charges that the 
organization is a CIA front and has been smuggling money into Nicaragua.) Three 
bishops visited Nicaragua in January, 1985, and the Council had passed a resol ution 
expressing support for the Nicaraguans 11 in their quest for self-determination and 
development." That support was reaffirmed in November but the bishops also added 
their "strong objections to any denials of human freedom and any abuses of human 
rights that are imposed by the Sandinista government." The missionaries, all of 
whom serve with CEPAD, the ecumenical committee for aid and development, are Howard 
~and Peggy Heiner, the Rev. ~Paul Jeffrey and the Rev. Lyda Ii..:_ Pierce. 

Postage Hike. New postal rates put into effect Jan. l have hit church and other 
non-profit publications with increases averaging about 30 percent across the boar d, 
and as high as 55 percent for UM newspapers. The new rates, approved by Congress 
before the Christmas adjournment and signed by President Reagan, are expected to be 
in effect at least until Sept. 30, the end of the current U.S. fiscal year . 



Harare Consultat i on. A meeting of church leader s from around the world held Dec. 
4-6 in Harare, Zi mbabwe, has called for the resignation of the government of South 
Africa, the release of Nelson Mandela and all political prisoners, the lifting of 
the ban on all banned movements, and the return of exiles. To facilitate these 
ends, the dec l aration called for immediate and comprehensive international 
sanctions on South Africa, preventing the extension or renewal of bank loans to 
South Africa, and i mmediate implementation of of UN Resolution 435 on Nam i bia. 
Among the 85 church leaders at Harare were 13 Americans, including UM Bishop James 
M. Ault. Bishop Ault has said th at he will send the Declaration to his colleagues 
in t he Counc i l of Bishops and ask them to review it to see how to accelerate 
divestment and other steps recommended. 

Korean-American Seminary. Development of a model plan fo r a bilingual Korean 
American seminary program that would lead to a master of divinity degree for Korean 
students in UM seminaries has been approved. The pilot program could begin at the 
Claremont (Calif.) School of Theology as early as September. The Korean population 
in the U.S. is growing at about 100,000 per year. Language and cultural differences 
have made it difficult for Korean mi nisterial students t o gain acceptance and to 
perform in U.S. seminaries while standard American sem i nary training models do not 
always eq ui p Korean pastors to minister in Korean congregations. 

Deaths. James P. Brawley, 91, president emeritus of Clark College in Atlanta and 
one of the naffon's best-known black educators , died Dec . 3 .•. Ethel Decker, 93, a 
retired home missionary who served 1947-60 at Wesley House, Memphis, lenn., as well 
as in California and Oregon for a total of 34 years, died Dec . 17 ... Esther M. 
Hagar, 90, a retired World Division missionary who served for seven years aS-a 
m1ss1onary in Peru, died Oct . 19 ... Al ice Johnson, 90, a r etired home missionary who 
served for ten years at Red Bird Mission in Ken t uc ky , died Jan. 7, 1985 ..• Mildred 
~ (Mrs. Edward~ Malmquist, 94, a retired Worl d Di vision missionary who served 
in Singapore, died Oct. 24 •.. Randolph Nugent, 81, father of GBGM general secretary 
Rando l ph Nugent, died Jan. 5 •.. Kate Sayle Pope, wife of retired UM bishop W. 
Kenneth Pope, died Nov. 17 ... Teofilo Santi, 76, a physician and Methodist lay 
preacher whose family foun ded and directs the famed Casa Materna in Naples, Italy, 
died on Oct. 23 ... B.Qr Teele, 70, a r eti r ed World Div i sion missionary who served in 
China and Japan for 11 year s, died Dec. 5 ... James ~Wagner, 85, a former president 
of the Evangelica l Reformed Church who pl ayed a leading role in merging that 
denomin ati on and t he Congregational Christian Churches to form the United Church of 
Christ in 1957, di ed Oct. 19 ... Stanley Whitlock, 62, an active World Division 
miss ionary in th e South Pacific, died Dec. 14 in Tonga of a heart attack ..• Wu 
Yi fang, 93, forme r president of Jinling College i n Nanjing and a prominent~ 
relig ious and civic fi gu re i n China for many years, died i n December. She was the 
first Chinese woman t o ser ve as a college president when she took over the job in 
1928 and was an earl y advocate of equal opportunities fo r women. 

Sweden. A joi nt de l egation of t he Church of Sweden and the Swedish Methodist 
Chur ch, set up in 1979, has fou nd large areas of agreement between the two churches 
regarding fa i t h and or der. The delegat i on has r ecommended full euchar istic 
fe llowship and acceptance of each other's ordination by the two churches. If 
accepted, this coul d mean common serv i ces and ass i stance at ordinations and 
consecrations. Th e Chur ch of Sweden, of Lutheran tradition, is the state church; 
the Swedish Metho di st Church gr ew out of contacts with American Methodism. 



Personalia. UM Bishop William R. Cannon, head of the World Methodist Council 
Executive Committee, was one o-r-10 non-Catholic observers who attended the 
Extraordinary Synod of Roman Catholic bishops held in Rome Nov. 24-Uec. 7 and the 
only one who had also been an observer at the Second Vatican Council ... The Re v. 
Sharon Brown Christopher, superintendent of the Eastern District of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, has been named assistant to Bishop David J. Lawson of the 
Wisconsin Area, the first woman in the church to be named to such a post ... Rev. 
Norman E. Dewire, 49, general secretary of the UM General Council on Ministries 
since 1975, has been elected president of the Methodist Theological School in Ohio 
and will assume office early this year. He succeeds the Rev. Buford A. Dickins on , 
who died i n April, 1985 ..• Evelyn Fitzgerald has been reelected as an associate 
general secretary of the UM General Commission on Religion and Race. Un the 
commission staff since 1978, she had resigned on grounds of ill health but later 
withdrew her resignation .•. ~ Lederer Gibel has resigned as program associate i n 
the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee and plans to 
live in Israel. She originated such programs as the Women ' s Interreligious Dial ogue 
on the Middle East ... Kent R. Hill, 36, has been elected as executive director of 
the Institute on Religion and Democracy. A member of the Nazarene Church and a 
specialist in Eastern European and Soviet history, he has been associate profes sor 
of history at Seattle Pacific University. Edmund~ Robb, Jr., was reelected as 
chairman of the IRD board ..• UM Bishop Arthur F. Kulah of Liberia has returned to 
his country. Fears had been voiced for his safety after he spoke out against 
actions of government leaders and government sudsidies to church-related schoo l s 
and hospitals were withdrawn. 11 Thus far he seems to be OK 11

, according to Wi scons in 
Area Bishop David J. Lawson who has been in touch with Kulah ••• National Program 
Division executive Betty~ Letzig was honored by the National Interfaith Coali tion 
on Aging with a citation and a silver bowl November 24-26 on her completion of f our 
years as president .•. Shirley Lewis, a former associate dean at Meharry Medical 
College, has been named executive director of the UM Black College Fund, effect i ve 
immediately. She succeeds Lina McCord, who retired ..• Retired UM Bishop James K. 
Mathews, 72, of Washington~C., has been named to preside over the UMC of ~ 
Zimbabwe for seven months, beginning Dec. l, 1985, in the absence of Bishop Abe l ~ 

Muzorewa, who is on sabbatical leave in Nashville, Tenn •... B.J. Stiles, former 
editor of motive magazine, is one the creators of the American Foundation for AIDS 
Research ..• James Wood, vice-president of a New York investment firm, has been named 
president of the American Bible Society. He succeeds Edmund~ Wagner, who was 
president for 18 years. 

Nuclear Crisis Pastoral. The first drafts of a pastoral letter and a study doc ument 
on the nuclear crisis were approved by the UM Council of Bishops Nov. 14 during 
their meeting in Wichita, Kans. The 1500-word letter and the 30,000-word study 
document, entitled 11 In Defense of Creation: The Nuclear Crisis and a Just Peace ", 
will be further refined and brought back to the Council for final adoption April 
28-May l at Morristown, N.J. The letter will then be read in UM churches aro und t he 
world and the study document will be produced, with supporting resources, f or study 
throughout the denomination. The draft was produced by a committee of bishops , 
co-chaired by C.P. Minnick, Jr., Raleigh, N.C., and C. Dale White, New York, with 
assistance from UM Alan GeyeY:-:-director of the Washington-:-D.C., Center f or 
Theology and Public----poficy, after a public hearing in Washington. Bishop Minnick 
has stressed that the documents are not intended to reflect consensus of the church 
at large but are intended to be "pastoral and prophetic words from th i s council to 
the church. 11 The UM bishops expressed appreciation to the U. S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops for their 1983 Pastoral Letter on War and Peace . 



Angola. Religion is ga1n1 ng gr ound in Angola, according to a report in Dec. 23 New 
York Ti mes. Writer James Brooke quoted Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders as~ 
saying that churches are packed on Sunday mornings. UM Bishop Emilio de Carvalho 
est imates that the churches are growing by 8 to 10 percent a year and----rloted that 
the UMC has grown from 42,000 in 1974 to 90,000 today. Even the Roman Catholic 
Church, closely identified with the Portuguese colonial regime and harshly attacked 
after i ndepedence, report s growth. One nun says that 11 Maybe the forbidden fruit is 
t he most desirable. Our Sunday school has increased from 150 children in 1976 to 
900 today. 11 Christmas has been officially renamed 11 family day" and the pre-Lenten 
carnival season is now celebrated as the 11 Carnival of Victory 11 but since 1982 a 
truce has prevailed between church and state. 

Native Americans. The executive committee of the Native American International 
Caucus has expressed concern that Native American leadership and ministry is not 
being taken seriously by general boards and agencies of the UMC. Caucus chair 
Marvin Abrams expressed frustration that 11 the staff of boards and agencies say, 
'tell us your needs, 111 but little action has taken place to further Native American 
min i stries and leadership across the country. An 11 impact team 11 was formed to 
monitor boards and agencies and their work with Native Americans. The executive 
committee also created a hymnal committee to discuss and evaluate Native American 
hymns for inclusion in a new UM hymnal. A symposium on this year's mission study on 
Native Americans criticized the process for developing the study and said that the 
study was 11 seriously lacking" but expressed appreciation to the Women's Division 
for its efforts at raising consciousness of the constituency about Native Americans. 

World~ of Prayer. On Friday, March 7, the World Day of Prayer will be celebrated 
for the-g-9th consecutive year. The service, written this year by women of Australia 
on the theme of 11 Choose Life 11

, will be used in 170 countries and regions of the 
world. The observance was begun in the U.S. in 1887 as a day of prayer for missions 
by laywomen of the Presbyterian Church. It is now administered by an international 
committee and sponsored in the U.S. by Church Women United. 

Bibles in China. A printing press is to be set up in Nanjing, People's Republic of 
China, which will produce at least 250,000 Bibles and 250,000 New Testaments a 
year, pl us hymn books and other Christian and educational literature. The Amity 
Foundati on and Nanji ng Normal University signed a letter of intent on Oct. 31, 
1985, looking toward the establishment of what will be called the Amity Printing 
Press. The univ ersity will extend its printing house to provide room for new 
equipment. The Ami ty Foundation, with the financial assistance of the United Bible 
Soc ieties, will supply new printing and binding machinery. 

Chur ch Growth and Giving. Giv i ng in nine U.S. mainline denominations increased by 
ne ar ly e ight percent in 1984 while their memberships declined by about 
three - four ths of one percent, according to the Commission on Stewardship of the 
National Council of Chu r ches. The Un i ted Methodist Church, one of the nine 
sur veyed , saw an in crease in giving of 6.09 percent to $2,049,437,917 while 
membershi p fell l.20 percent to 9,291,936. (UM figures are based on 1982-83 
statistics) . Of the nine denominations, only the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod saw 
a net increase in membership of O.ll percent while the United Church of Christ 
reported the greatest percentage increase in giving, 14.46 percent. 
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EDITORIALSbJ 
RECOVERING A SENSE OF PURPOSE 

One of the conventions of the end of 
one year and the beginning of another 
is the making of lists-the ten best thi s· 
and the ten worst that. There are 
endless variations on this theme; for 
religious journalists, there is a list of 
the top ten news stories about religion. 
In our religious supermarket here in 
the United States, there are denomina
tional subgroups of such lists. 

Well , news is defined by its audi
ence so who is going to question the 
validity of such lists even when they 
may seem of more interest to their 
compilers than to their readers or 
viewers. A more substantial criticism 
of such list-making is that it can by 
definition deal only with events rather 
than moods or trends. The latter are 
impossible to measure but can tell us 
more about what's really going on, if 
we can read them correctly . 

All of which is by way of introduc
tion to a look at the state of United 
Methodism as we enter 1986. When 
the President of the United States 
delivers his State of the Union message 
to Congress in January, he frequently 
begins with a flat declaration-" the 
State of the Union is good" , more 
often than not. If called upon to give a 
State of the Denomination message 
this year, we might begin by affirming 
that there are signs that the state of the 
United Methodist Church is improv
ing. 

We do not refer here simply to the 
massive giving for famine relief, al
though that is a welcome indicator that 
people's sense of compassion is still 
intact in what is often perceived as a 
time of self-preoccupation . Also wel
come is the outpouring of protest 
against the apartheid system in South 
Africa and increasing support for the 
sanctuary movement to protect Cen
tral American refugees from forced 
return to torture and death; Method
ism's social conscience is still alive 
and well. 

What we are talking about, howev
er, is a context in which such concern 
takes place and from which it springs. 
The ground of all of this is the Christian 
faith, which we all share in common. 
The problem here has been the ten-

dency of many United Methodists to 
limit Christianity to their perception of 
it and to seek to dismiss those who see 
things differentl y as outside the 
bounds. Those who have been fol
lowing the United Methodist Church 
over the last few years might wel I have 
been bemused by charges that sin and 
evil came into this world either 
through liberals, personified by the 
General Boards of Global Ministries 
and Church and Society, or through 
conservatives such as those in Good 
News or the Institute on Religion and 
Democracy. 

In some ways, of course, it was ever 
thus in the Church from apostolic days 
up to the time of the latest internal 
schism. The letters of Paul devote 
much space to this topic. First Corinth
ians begins with an appeal to avoid 
divisions and builds to the great hymn 
to love. 

The United Methodist Church may 
not be in the state of grace described in 
1 Corinthians 13 but it does seem to be 
getting away from the mutual recrimi
nation that has too often been its 
recent style. Several examples come to 
mind : 

The current emphasis on reversing 
the loss of membership suffered by the 
denomination over the past years is 
proceeding in a serious, businesslike 
way. There seems to be a realization 
that the situation is too serious to be 
simply the subject of either polemics 
or cosmetic manoeuvering. The goal 
proposed by General Conference of 
twenty million members may seem 
more of a rallying cry than a realistic 
figure and there is no real agreement 
on the causes for the decline but at 
least there does seem to be unity of 
purpose in addressing the problem. 

The first draft of the proposed 
pastoral letter by the Council of 
Bishops on the Nuclear Crisis and a 
Just Peace has now been sent out for 
comment before a proposed adoption 
in May. The thorough manner in 
which the Bishops have approached 
this matter and, even more, the fact 
that they have approached it at all are 
evidence of the determination by the 
Counci I that the chief pastors of the 
denomination reclaim the influence of 

their office. This effort is certain not to 
please many conservative critics but 
the development is a healthy one. 

Finally, there are two studies with a 
confusing similarity of names now 
underway. One is on the mission of 
the United Methodist Church ; it was 
authorized by General Conference 
and is being conducted by a special 
committee. The other is on the theolo
gy of mission; it is being done by the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
Many church studies are expensive 
makework and are forgotten as soon as 
they appear. To praise any of them as 
signs of hope may appear fatuous at 
best. Nonetheless, these studies are 
useful examinations and reinforce the 
impression that United Methodism is 
tending to its business. 

These are not the kind of events that 
make ten best lists. They may not even 
be useful signs of the times. (With our 
luck, some ruckus will break out about 
the time these words are in print. ) We 
trust that they are signs of hope that 
1986 will be a year that we can be 
about the task entrusted to us as 
faithful servants. 

THE UNFINISHED WORK 
This month's inaugural celebration 

of the Martin Luther King Jr. federal 
holiday, which comes almost 17 years 
after he was gunned down on the 
balcony of a motel in Memphis,Ten
nessee, is a tribute to the enduring 
impact Dr. King's presence has had on 
this nation's erratic march toward 
complete democracy. 

For many years Dr. King, the first 
Black American honored by a national 
holiday, was the informed conscience 
of the country. His faith , beliefs and 
philosophy of nonviolent direct action 
challenged every social, political and 
economic inequity of American life. 
And the Christian Church, as well as 
all other institutions, was not left 
untouched. Though it was the church 
that nurtured him, it was the church 
that often rejected him. " I fear the 
silence of the church more than the 
shouts of the angry multitudes," he 
once was heard to complain . 

A national holiday honoring Dr. 
King is well deserved . But it is only a 
single day out of a year. Now, more 
than ever, we need to tu rn our 
attention to the unfini shed work which 
Dr. King has left beh ind . 



For United Methodists responding 
to the challenge of mission , 1985 

was a year w hen energies often 
focused on chu rch growth and on the 
continent of Africa . 

The year began with financial con
tributions to the General Board of 
Global Ministries (G BGM) far exceed
ing the rate of 1 984, and most of the 
increase consisted of gifts to alleviate 
the African hunger crisis. Ethiopia, 
whose catastrophic drought came to 
world attention in late 1984 through 
television scenes of people starving to 
death, stood in the forefront of con
cern. But other parts of the continent 
also suffered, and UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) , one 
of GBGM's major program depart
ments, supported both emergency 
assistance and long-term rehabilita
tion and development in many areas. 
Meanwhile, UMCOR was aiding vic
tims of flood in Bangladesh, earth
quake in Mexico and disasters else
where. 

Church growth got special at
tention in Africa, though by no means 
there alone. The African Churc h 
Growth and Development Fund , 
which was a General Conference 
Special Program for 1981-84, conti n
ued in the new quadrennium as an 
emphasis supported by Advance Spe
cials. Though gifts in the first year of 
the 1985-88 quadrennium were 
down, grants totalling $1.5 million 
were made. Reports also came of 
evangelism and church extension 
bringing many people into church 
membership in other regions of the 
developing world . 

In the United States, efforts to 
reverse recent trends of membership 
loss were underway. The GBGM 
National Program Division estab
li shed an Advance Special to raise $24 
million for a "Partners in Mission" 
program of new church development, 
and the division's Church Develop-

8 [8] New World Outlook • January 1986 

1985 MISSIONS IN REVIEW 
A review of some of last year's major mission 
events and other occurrences 
Tracy Early 

ment Fu nd conti nued to lend funds 
deposited with it. 

Emphasis on the Ethn ic Minority 
Local Church, renewed by the 1984 
General Conference as a churchwide 
priori ty for the 1985-88 quadren
nium, was seen as a prom is ing avenue 
fo r church expansion . The National 
Division launched a new program to 
encourage church growth among Ko
rea n-Americans. Projecting results 
over the next decade, President Peter 
Sun of the National Association of 
Korean-American Un ited Methodists 
sa id , " We can promi se 500 new 
churches and about 100,000 new 
members if we work together in th is 
ministry." 

In the sphere of human rights 
and justice, 1985 was a year of 
hei ghtened alarm about oppression in 
South Afr ica. 

However, human rights were also in 
jeopardy in many other parts of the 
world, and Un ited Methodists re
sponded on many fronts . One was 
South Korea, where Method ist laywo
man, Lee Hee Ho, returned w ith her 
husband, Kim Dae Jung, an opposition 
political leader, to face hostile govern
ment forces. Another was the Philip
pines, where resistance to the govern
ment of Pres ident Ferdinand Marcos 
sharpened . United Methodists con
veyed the ir feel i ngs directl y and 
through ecumenica l channels such as 
the Ch urc h Coali ti on for Human 
Rights in the Ph ili ppines. 

Among cou ntri es of Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Nicaragua held 
center stage. Some apprehensions 
about religious liberty there were 
voiced, especial ly after Nicaragua's 
Sandin ista government decreed a state 
of emergency in October. But more 
disturbi ng to many United Method ists 
and others was the role of the U.S. 
government, which dec lared a trade 
embargo in May and by one means or 
another worked throughout the year to 

make Nicaragua's government (as 
Pres ident Reagan expressed it) say 
" uncle." A delegation of United Meth
odist bishops visited Nicaragua in 
May, and urged the U.S. government 
to stop backing the anti-Sandinista 
guerillas (contras). 

Conditions in El Salvador and Gua
temala remained troubling, but in 
1985 more attention went to their 
citizens who left and sought asylum in 
the United States. The U.S. Immigra
tion and Natural ization Service denied 
refugee status to most of them, but 
many churches and church-related 
individuals made themselves legally 
vulnerable by sheltering them any
way. Peggy Hutch inson, a Nationa l 
Division director, was among the 
parti cipants indicted in this " Sant
tuary movement. " The National Divi 
sion gave $25 ,000 toward legal costs 
in the case. 

Government control in Chile tight
ened in late 1984 and early 1985, and 
Latin America staff from G BGM World 
Program Division attended the January 
1985 annual conference of the Chil
ean Methodist Church, supporting its 
witness for justice. With re-establish
ment of democracy in Uruguay and 
Argentina, refugees who left during 
the years of dictatorship were return
ing, and United Methodists supported 
a program of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. to aid 
their re-integration . Assistance also 
went to refugees from Afghanistan and 
other countries who could not return 
home. 

Still, the biggest social justice 
story in 1985 was South Africa. 
Growing resistance by non-whites 
there to apartheid was met by harsher 
measures of government suppression , 
with consequent increases in violence 
and death . Much of the resistance in 
South Africa was led by Christian 
clergy, particularl y the black Angl ican 
Bishop of Johannesburg, Desmond 



Tutu , who entered 1985 with en
hanced status as obel Peace Prize 
winner; the white Reformed minister 
Beyers aude, who succeeded him as 
General Secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, and the " col
ored" Reformed minister, Allan Boe
sak, president of the World Al I iance of 
Reformed Churches. 

Their efforts won active support 
from church leaders in the United 
States. GBGM General Secretary , 
Randolph Nugent, was among the 
many United Methodists who joined 
representatives of other church and 
secular groups accepting arrest for 
protests at the South African embassy 
in Washington . Similar protests and 
arrests occured at South Africa's New 
York consulate and elsewhere. In the 
corporate responsibility movement, 
United Methodists and others were 
moving from use of stockholder rights 
in challenging corporations to a strate
gy of disinvestment-selling stock in 
businesses with operations in South 
Africa and pressing them to withdraw. 

Elsewhere in Africa, a country 
with human rights conditions creating 
a special problem for United Method
ists was Liberia . The government of 
Liberian President Samuel Doe 
stopped subs idies of United Methodist 
medical and educational work after 
Bishop Arthur Kulah attacked a decree 
that forbade criticism of the gover
ment. In Zimbabwe, one source of 
tension between church and state was 
removed when Bishop Abel Mu
zorewa resigned as head of an oppo
sition political party . 

Africa was associated with a step 
forward in the cause of justice for 
women when a conference marking 
the conclusion of the United ations 
Decade for Women was held in 

airobi. United Methodist Women, 
who were marking the conclusion of 
their own centennial , gave special 
attention to the conference and took a 
prominent role in a non-government 
forum preceding it. 

Growing maturity of churches es
tablished by missionaries was symbo
lized by centennials of Methodist and 
United Methodist churches in Angola, 
Korea , Singapore and Malaysia . 

Among the m1ss1onaries appointed 
during 1985 were the first in many 
years for India . The Methodist Church 
in India, adopting its first statement of 
social principles, declared its " solidar
ity with the poor" and its opposition to 
the " communalism" that sets reli
gious, linguistic and cultural groups 
against each other. Relations of the 
Protestant church in China with 
churches of other countries continued 
to expand in 1985 . United Methodists 
supported a U.S. National Council of 
Churches project to send teachers for 
short-term service in China under the 
auspices of the Amity Foundation, 
which was set up under Bishop K. H. 
Ting to administer church-related 
educational and social programs. 

Among direct peace actions 
in 1985 were World Division support 
for New Zealand's anti-nuclear policy 
and a GBGM call during the UN's 40th 
anniversary observance for continuing 
support and strengthening of its inter
national role . 

Some decisions about what mission 
required and the most effective way of 
carrying it out in 1985 could be made 
only with pain. To the dismay of some 
directors, the National Division ended 
its controversial relationship with the 
Rural Organizing and Cultural Center 

in Holmes County, Mississippi (for
merly the United League). After the 

orth Mississippi Annual Conference 
opposed a division staff recommenda
tion to give the center a grant, $20,000 
was allocated for joint division and 
conference use in " wholistic minis
tries. " 

In another divided vote, the GBGM 
agreed in October to endorse the 
boycott of the Farm Labor Organizing 
Committee (FLO(} against the Camp-

bell Soup Company. 
Internationally, an economic crisis 

ravaging many developing countries 
forced agonizing decisions upon 
them . Churches in those countries 
sometimes faced inflation rates of 
more than 100 percent a year, in a few 
cases more than 1000 percent. Under 
such conditions, rational planning 
became virtually impossible, salaries 
evaporated and many church workers 
suffered severely. The GBGM World 
Division decided to seek an extra $5 
mi II ion a year for help in such cases. In 
July, the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, with 
Uruguayan Methodist Emilio Castro in 
his first year as general secretary, met 
in Buenos Aires and called for cancel
lation of some developing nations' 
debts and renegotiation of others. 

Sectors of the U.S. economy 
were also in trouble. Much of the 
spring meeting of the GBGM National 
Division centered on the farm crisis . 
The division was also responding to 
economic distress with its Community 
Economic Development Program and 
with a pilot project, financially assist
ed by the Women's Division, for job 
training and employment of minority 
youth . 

Along with action on these and 
other challenges in 1985, United 
Methodists were engaged in concen
trated reflection on mission . Carrying 
out a mandate of the 1984 Genera l 
Conference, the GBGM undertook 
dialogue with the Mission Society for 
United Methodists its critics organized 
in 1983. However, the Council of 
Bishops refused to participate in any 
commissioning of Mission Society 
appointees, and when the society 
named personnel for service in Co-
1 om bi a and Ghana, the GBGM 
warned churches there of problems 
that could ensue. Meanwhile, the 
GBGM was updating its statement on 
the theological basis for mission , and 
in the denomination at large, a Com
mission to Study the Mission of The 
United Methodist Church pursued its 
task. • 

Tracy Ear ly is a free- lance wr iter based 
in ew York . 
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MISSION OUTLOOK '86 
What's ahead for missions in 1986? 
Continued church growth abroad 
and decline at home? More hunger 
and poverty? Economic chaos? 
Six top mission executives express their views. 

elson ava rro 

United Methodists will have to 
work harder and dig deeper into 

their pockets to keep pace with the 
UMC's worldwide commitment to 
mission. That, according to six leading 
mission executives of The General 
Board of Global Ministries, is what's 
ahead for the United Methodist 
Church in 1986. 

They see the chu rch continuing, if 
not escalating, its longstanding com
mitment to such major issues as global 
famine relief, opposition to apartheid 
in South Africa, as well as to vigorous 
evangelistic work both in the United 
States and overseas . 

" Mission in 1986," says UMCOR's 
Norma Kehrberg, "wi ll place a heavy 
emphasis on outreach to people and 
communities who are hungry and 
poor." 

Reflecting the views of her fellow 
mission executives, Ms. Kehrberg says 
the UMC's outreach will reiterate the 
church 's basic approach of " helping 
people help themselves" by seeking to 
" undergi rd the infrastructures that 
hold a society together." Badly wea
kened by political and economic 
stresses, these infrastructures include 
communication and transportation 
systems, agricultural development 
projects and institutions Ii ke the 
church. 

To achieve these objectives, the 
church will have to work ever more 
close ly with other churches, Christian 
vol unteer agencies, and national gov
ernments. " We need to keep prodding 
government and international agen
cies to commit larger resources for 
development and long-term 
progress," says Ms. Kehrberg. 

Also of special concern to the 
church thi year is the U.S. domestic 
crisis and its inevi table focus on the 
nation's growing ranks of homeless 
families, malnourished children, di 
saster victims, and financially dis
tressed small farmers. This domestic 

agenda scene becomes even more 
urgent in the face of mounting public 
debates over such wide-ranging issues 
as Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn
drome (AIDS), toxic waste disposal, 
nuclear power, tobacco and other 
cancer-inducing products , Alz
heimer's Disease, women 's and ethnic 
minority rights, etc. At the very least, 
the church 's ever-growing involve
ment in these issues dictates consider
able increases in fu nding assistance as 
well as expansion of already wide
ranging social and community serv
ices. 

John A . Murdock regard s the 
church 's more visible profile on the 
domestic U.S. scene as an opportunity 
to recla im its healing ministry. 

" For so long," he says, " this min
istry has been pushed far from the 
worshipping community and placed 
in the hands of medical professionals 
and business interests." 

Rose M. Catchings pred icts an 
angrier mood for women in 1986. She 
sees them pushing more aggressively 
for policymaking jobs and for inclu
sion in church life at all levels. 

On the more spiritual side, the 
dramatic membership upsurges in 
recent years of UM-related colleague 
churches in such countries as Zaire, 
South Korea, the Ph ilippines, Indone
sia and Tonga point to a renewed 
evangelistic thrust that has already 
given an inspirational lift to American 
United Methodists faced by a dec
ade-long membership decline. In fact, 
the church is off to a good start this 
year with a recently approved $24 
million Advance Special fund to de
velop more congregations and help 
existing churches in the United State . 
This drive for congregational develop
ment fits in with the Ethnic Minorit 
Local Church (EMLC) mi sional priori
ty of the current quadrenn ium and 
could mean annual increa e of about 
200 to 300 new churches in the ne t 
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few yea rs . 
However, Thomas J. Gallen , who 

has direct responsibility for congrega
tional development, cautions against 
extravagant expectations of member
ship increases. 

" We expect slow but significant 
ga ins," he says. 

If at all , he notes, membership 
growth in the foreseeable future will 
barely cover the over-all decline in 
church membership. He says current 
projections show that the church 
stands to gain about 30,000 new 
members annually, barely half the 
80,000 needed just to stand still or 
maintain current membership figures . 

Eli Rivera, who is in charge of 
promoting the EMLC missional priori
ty, is considerably more upbeat. " We 
could start to grow dramatically e en 
past 1 988 once we lay the proper 
grounds for church development," he 
says . 

1986, he points out, is a crucial 
year, a make--0r-break time in which 
the church must rapidly move to put its 
EMLC priority on the proper track or 
face bleak results at the end of the 
quadrenn ium in 1988. So far, he sa s, 
the prospects appear fa arable, with 
more than half of the UMC's 74 annual 
conferences already working on the 
priority . 

It's a complete! different stor w ith 
UM-related churches o erseas . For 
fast-growing churches in Asia-Pacif
ic, Latin America and Africa , there ha 
literally been a bumper crop in ne 
membership. So bright are the pro -
pects for growth this ear and the 
immediate future that church e ecu
tives are placing more empha i on 
such consideration a qua lit of faith , 
radical obedience to the Chri tian 
gospel with it liberating me age, and 
to hol i tic e angeli m. 

Following are e cerpt from ome of 
the interviews: 



PROSPECTS ARE 
BRIGHT FOR HEALING 
MINISTRY 
John A. Murdock, Associate 
General Secretary, Health and 
Welfare Ministries Program 
Department 

Increasing public consciousness of 
such health hazards as smoking, 
drinking of alcoholic beverages, eat
ing fatty foods, driving with seatbelts 
unfastened, improper disposal of toxic 
wastes and lack of exercise, point to 
health risks that do not require medical 
attention as much as behavioral 
change. These call for a sense of 
personal responsibility that The Unit
ed Methodist Church must continue to 
encourage by providing information to 
help people make the best use of that 
responsibility. 

Further progress in public health 
and disease prevention will be made 
in the poorer nations. Smallpox has 
been eliminated but more efforts have 
to be directed against malaria, typhoid 
and other diseases with less familiar 
names. Inoculation only solves part of 
the bigger problem that demands 
expansion of primary or community 

A Movement Among 
Women of Faith 
Rose M. Catchings, Executive 
Secretary, Ministry of Women, 
World Program Division 

Throughout the world there will be a 
new and more defined mood in 
mission outreach towards the partici
pation of women as persons in mission 
in their own countries. Women, espe
cially those in developing countries, 
will begin to have a deeper involve
ment in missions. 

Traditionally the overwhelming ma
jority of persons trained to carry on the 
growth and development work of the 

health programs with an emphasis on 
promoting knowledge of good health, 
improved living conditions, appropri
ate medical care and improved eco
nomic conditions. 

In the United States, we will see 
increasing concern over AIDS (Ac
quired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
and Alzheimer's Disease. AIDS will 
continue to be a killer disease and the 
controversy over how it is spread will 
persist in such sensitive places as the 
nation's schools. Alzheimer' s Dis
ease, a debilitating illness with even 
less definite information about pre
vention and cure, is already one of 
America's top five killers . With the 

church have been men. Though 
women have been involved in the life 
and work of the church, they have 
been involved only as volunteers 
under the direction of male authority . 
They have not been able directly to 
carry out programs that strengthen the 
church and serve the needs of the 
community to whom the church 
should minister. 

It seems to me that in the future, 
women will begin to serve in every 
official place of the church and be 
represented on the staff of the church 
in very important ways . Women feel 
that they must now take the lead in 
developing themselves to participate 
in the whole life of the church . 

I also see Christian women tackling 
feminist issues within their own de
nominations and within the larger 
ecumenical arena, and doing so with 
more honesty . For example, men have 
addressed the issue of sexual exploita
tion and biological functions so lightly 
and superficially in their denomina
tions that churches have not been 
stirred to action. This has disturbed 

number of older people increasing as a 
percentage of the population, along 
with greater incidence of the disease 
among them, the burden upon the 
U.S. economy in regard to health care 
costs could become staggering in the 
coming years. 

The struggle over financial support 
for medical programs will intensify as 
public funding is further restricted . 
This comes at a time when the costs of 
medical care are also rising sharply, 
making private medical insurance 
very expensive and rendering govern
ment programs such as Medicare and 
Medicaid practically inaccessible to 
people they had been designed to 
serve. 

For us, this means that we will hear 
more from churches and synagogues 
about reclaiming the healing ministry. 
For so long this ministry has been 
pushed far from the worshipping 
community and placed in the hands of 
medical professionals and business 
interests who operate large institu
tions . The concern for this ministry is 
growing and will continue to grow 
among a large number of lay people 
who feel that Christ has given them the 
duty "to preach, to teach and to heal. " 

women, and that' s why I suspect there 
will be a stronger approach to some of 
these issues. 

There will be a greater demand for 
ordained women because the church 
needs more women ministers, preach
ers and counselors to give leadership 
to the expanding ministry of the 
church . That's why I see women 
affecting the church at the congrega
tional level in ways that will renew 
congregational I ife as never before. 

Women are going to insist on 
greater openness, and move more 
forcefully against artificial barriers that 
exclude them from policy- making 
positions . 

Just as the women's movement has 
grown through mutual networking, 
linkages and support, there also has 
been a movement, within the church , 
among women of faith toward s 
stronger community . Believing that 
the church can no longer afford to 
exclude the contributions that women 
of faith can make to the church, I see 
women moving more aggress ively for 
inclusion in church life at all level s. 
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TOPPING THE UMC 
AGENDA: THE HUNGRY 
AND THE POOR 
Norma Kehrberg, Associate 
Genera l Secretary, United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
Program Department 

The urgent needs of 1985-for food 
aid and to rebui ld communit ies torn 
apart by fam ine-will continue in 
1986 and beyond , particularl y in a 
number of nations in Africa . There
fore, mission in 1986 wi ll place a 
heavy emphasis on outreach to people 
and communit ies who are hungry and 
poor. 

This wi ll mean a continuation of 
cris is emergency ass istance when nec
essary and, at the same time, a move 

A TAKE-OFF YEAR FOR 
EMLC PRIORITY 
Eli Rivera, Director, Missional 
Priorities, National Program 
Division 

1986 is the crucial year for the 
EMLC missiona l priority. If we expect 
to accomplish the objectives of the 
current quadrennium, there has got to 
be significant progress this year or 
there will be nothing to look forward to 
in 1988. Despite the difficulties, I am 
hopeful that we will meet our goals. 

My optimism is based on the fact 
that about half of our annua l confer-

by the churches and Christian volun
teer agencies to be deeply involved in 
undergirding or, in some places, 
developing the infrastructures that 
hold a society together. These infras
tructures include communication and 
transportation systems, agricultural 
development systems and institutions 
like the church . 

Most important to this two-pronged 
work is that the communities them
selves be involved together with the 
help required from the outside in terms 
of personnel , education, funds and 
supplies. We need to keep prodding 
government and international agen
cies to commit larger resources for 
development and long-term progress . 

Related to widepread hunger is the 
continuing problem of refugees and 
displaced persons. We need to in
crease efforts to recognize and identify 
reasons for thi s displacement; other
wise, we will continue to have to assist 
people " on the move" indefinitely. 

Within the United States, deepening 
hunger and poverty exacts a heavier 
tol l on ethnic groups in urban areas, 
especially in terms of higher infant 
mortali ty . The collapse of famil y 
farms, along with plant closings and 
the effects of new technology are also 
driving many middle class and work
ing people to the verge of despair. 

ences have already responded to the 
need to put the EMLC into the way they 
run their respective systems . In the last 
quadrennium, these annual confer
ences considered the EMLC a General 
Conference and national agency prior
ity or project; this year they have come 
around to accepting it as their own , as 
a part of their own activities . 

Last September, we had 400 partici
pants from all over the country at the 
training event in Chicago. It is signifi
cant to note that no more than 
one-third of them were funded to 
attend the event, but the annual 
conferences decided to ra ise their own 
funds and sent teams instead . One 
very interesting th ing that happened is 
that they did not merely send ethnic 
persons; they sent very balanced 
teams of persons w ho actually do the 
interpretation work in the local 
churches. I would say that the enthusi
asm generated in Chicago was very 
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pos1t1 ve and definitely a good sign 
compared to the negative things we 
have been hearing in the past years. 

A lot of the EMLC growth w i 11 be 
among the Blacks of the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction , the Hispanics of the 
Southwest, and the Koreans who are 
predominantl y in urban areas of Cali
fornia and the Northeast. Presentl y we 
have a total of 3,500 or so ethn ic 
minority churches. Th is is st i ll less 
than 10 per cent of all UMC churches, 
but thi s could start to grow dramatica l
ly even past 1988 once we lay the 
proper grounds for church deve lop
ment. 

At thi s poi nt we only w ish to stress 
the positi ve aspects of EMLC missional 
priority. If there's a commitment to 
EMLC on the annual conference leve l, 
then it w i 11 become pa rt of the system. 
I'm glad that we already have 35 of 
them committed at this point. W e are 
reall y going to move forwa rd . 



LA YING THE GROUND 
FOR REALISTIC 
GROWTH 
Thomas J . Gallen, Assistant 
General Secretary, 
Congregatlona I Development 
Program Management Unit, 
National Program Division 

A big push will be made on behalf of 
the new $24-million Advance Special 
campaign that aims to help local 
communities build their own church 
facilities and expand their member
ships. Over and above this fund, 
intended for use during the remainder 
of the 1984-88 Quadrennium, the 
National Program Division can count 
on roughly $100 million in existing 
revolving and prospective accounts 
for congregational development. 

We will be working in partnership 
with annual conferences to develop a 
master plan and strategy for congrega
tional development. Sometime this 
year we will be coming up with a 
definitive theological statement on 
congregational development-a very 
important development because all 
along we have been relying on bits and 
pieces of statements, not on a really 
comprehensive approach. So far, 26 
of the annual conferences (about 
one-third) have formulated or are in 
the process of formulating their master 
plans and strategies. Getting these 
annual conferences to adopt their 

ANOTHER GROWTH 
YEAR FOR METHODISM 
OVERSEAS 
Keith Rae, Executive Secretary 
for Church Development and 
Renewal, World Program 
Division 

Numerical church growth will con
tinue in Korea, North Sumatra, Indo
nesia, the Philippines, Zaire, Bolivia 
and other parts of the world where 

respective plans has been a slow 
process over the last three years . 
Nevertheless, we feel that the 
churches in these annual conferences 
are ready to give a significant thrust to 
congregational development. Since 
the annual conferences are the basic 
units ofThe United Methodist Church, 
our work main!y involves helping 
them set up plans, assisting them in 
putting these plans together, and 
raising funds . 

We expect slow but significant gains 
in church building. Over the last 
couple of years we have been able to 
set l!P about 200 churches per year; by 
1988, we should be able to get this up 
to 300 churches a year. This year we 
are launching constructive services, 
starting with 12 or so churches in the 
Southwest. Our goal is to set up a 
second construction company that 
should enable us to build our own 
churches and not to rely on outside 
construction companies. We also ex
pect to mobilize groups of volunteers 
to build churches at a rate of two 

United Methodist as \Nell as fraternal 
Methodist churches have been ex
periencing rapid increases in member
ship in recent years . 

In Africa as elsewhere in Latin 
America and the vast Asia/Pacific 
region , church growth is a reflection of 
increasing spiritual hunger on the part 
of people for whom traditional reli 
gion, especially animism, no longer 
seems to satisfy hopes, aspirations and 
needs. However, more careful atten
tion needs to be given to often 
underreported church growth in such 
countries as India and China, where 
Christianity is a minority religion that 
tends to provoke the hostility of 
majority religious groups or the pre
vai Ii ng political ideology. 

Increasing emphasis will be placed 
on the quality of faith , radical obedi
ence to the Christian gospel with its 

churches a week at certain areas that 
still have to be designated . Previously 
we have used volunteers but on a very 
sporadic basis. 

Most of our church growth w ill 
probably be registered in the South
eastern Jurisdiction, the area of trad i
tional strength for United Method ism . 
We are working hard in Texas, Cal ifor
nia and Florida, which together ac
count for more than 50 percent of al I 
population growth in the United 
States, but we have a relat ively young 
and limited presence in those states 
and can therefore expect modest 
gains. However, we should be making 
some inroads with our Ethnic Minority 
Local Church programs in tho se 
Southern and Southwestern areas, in 
terms of bringing more ethnics into our 
churches. 

Congregational development in the 
foreseeable future will still barely 
cover the overall decline in church 
membership. Last year we lost 71,00 
members. If we gain 30,000 members 
from 200 new churches annually, that 
would still amount to less than half 
needed just to maintain membership 
figures. We need 80,000 new mem
bers just to stand sti 11. To sign ificantly 
grow or have a real basis for growth, 
we need three times that number or 
about 240,000 members. 

The challenge is obvious ly great but 
we believe we are laying the ground 
for realistic growth in the future . 

liberating message and holistic evan
gelism. A renewed concern for spiritu
ality thatt is both contemplative as well 
as action-oriented will be very much 
in evidence, along with an emphasis 
on the training of layperson s to 
strengthen the development and re
newal of the church . 

Support for the above-mentioned 
trends will continue in the form of 
overseas mission personnel , the trai n
ing of nationals for leadership, espe
cially at the levels of pastoral ca re and 
evangelization, as well as support for 
training programs, workshops and 
seminars. 

1986 and the years ahead wi ll 
provide the Chri stian church with 
tremendous opportuni ties to evange
lize and this process will be most 
effective where indigenous leadership 
plays the primary rol e in mission . • 
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Bud Brink's Truck Stop Ministry 
Ne"W Jerse~ chaplain helps truckers 

unload theirworries 

By Sharon Y. Lopez 

A trucker sits at the counter by 
himself. His head is down and he 

stirs a cup of coffee nervously. He 
stares into the cup as though he could 
see all the tragic events of his life pass 
before his eyes. A plate of food sits in 
front of him that has barely been 
touched . 

Bud Brink, chaplain of the Truck
stops of America complex in Colum
bia, New Jersey, has been watching 
him. After a few minutes, Bud decides 
to strike up a conversation . 

"Where are you from?" Bud asks. 
" Texas," the man replies, and looks 

into Bud 's friendly face . 
They exchange pleasantries for a 

" 
I enjo~ the 
feeling of 
knowing 

l''Ve helped 
someone. 

" 
few moments and after the ice is 
broken, the man begins to unload his 
worries. 

" This is my first time driving east," 
he said . " My parents mortgaged their 
home so that I could buy my truck. My 
dad just had a heart attack and the 
alternator on my truck has gone out. 
I'm about ready to qu it. " 

For two hours, Bud and the trucker 
talk about cars, trucks, fam ily and 
Christ. Afterwards, the man got up 
with a slight smile, feeling more at ease 
and content enough to rest so that he 
could resume the trip . 

"Get Right with God" 

For the past two years, every Mon
day, Wednesday and Friday, Bud 

drives an hour from his home to 
Columbia to provide solace and coun
selling for some of the truckers who 
pull into the Columbia truckstop each 
day. When he gets in his car, he puts 
on the radio and listens to his favorite 
re!igious program to put his mind in 
the proper framework. " If you get right 
with God first, he' ll open channels you 
wouldn' t believe. He leads you to the 
right person. I just wait for His help." 

That's how Bud decides who he 
should talk to. He relies on God's 
inspiration to tell him which of the 
1000 truckers who stop at the truck
stop each day might need someone to 
talk to. When he sees someone who 
looks nervous and gloomy, who sits by 
himself, or who looks very tense, he 
will walk over and begin a conversa
tion. The waitresses at the tru_ckstop 
als-o give him clues. They will point 
out to him those who they feel need to 
be talked to or who may have a 
problem. 

"Truckers lead a very lonely exis
tence," Bud says . " Their divorce rates 
are high because they must spend so 
much time on the road and away from 
their families . Many of them have 
been in severe and dangerous acci
dents. Sometimes they get stuck on the 
road. They often get harassed at the 
loading deck and they may not get 

paid. Then they can't make deliveries 
and they feel frustrated ." 

From Accidents to Alcoholism 

There are 1,876,000 heavy truck 
drivers on the road . Women make up 
2.6% of that number, blacks compri se 
13.6% and 5.3 % are Hispanics. 

Many of them have been in severe 
and dangerous acc idents. One trucker 
swerved when a school bus with 50 
children in it pulled out in front of him. 
The trucker pulled into the gutter, 
went over a 20- foot cliff, totaled the 
rig and broke both arms and legs. Bud 
and the driver talked about his experi
ence. The man told him he found God 
after that accident. 

Many of the truckers can' t go to 
church on Sundays because they are 
on the road and they feel lonely and 
left out. They are often in need of legal 
help, therapy, a divorce lawyer or the 
name of a local alcoholics anonymous 
group. 

" I enjoy the feeling of knowing I've 
helped someone," Bud sa id about his 
crisis counsell ing. " Some nights I 
wonder, 'what am I doing here?' I 
throw out so many seeds and I ask 
myself, ' how many are taken ?'" 

He rarel y sees the people he tal ks to 
more than once, but occasionally he 



gets some feedback to let him know 
that he is doing some good . One 
trucker told him that he was newly 
married and had just bought a new 
truck for $100,000 and had to finance 
$2000 monthly payments. (The aver
age income for independent operators 
is $20,000 a year, down a third from 
1980.) He was taking drugs to stay 
awake so he could work longer hours 
to earn extra money. Bud talked to him 
about his priorities and advised him 
that God should come first, and then 
everything else would fall into place. 
This driver wrote him a letter and said 
that his life had stabilized, he was off 
drugs, he had put Christ first and his 
family was happy. He realized that 
money was not his God. 

Located in a Trailer 

His truckstop ministry is now locat
ed in a trailer although he hopes to be 
able to build a chapel soon and have 
some religious tapes available. He 
now gives out books that are donated 
to him. In the television room of the 
truck stop, on the racks where you 
would normally find road maps, Bud 
supplies road maps to books such as 
The Greatest Is Love, an illustrated 
edition of the New Testament. The 
truckers often carry them to read for 

inspiration. 
Bud , now 63 , used to drive straight 

rigs and 18-wheelers during the sum
mers when he was younger. He also 
flew for the Navy during World War 11. 
He married in the 1950's and had two 
sons . 

He worked for the Sussex Rule 
Electric Power Company as a manager 
for 26 years . He has counseled in a 
local prison for the past 12 years. 
When he heard about the job at the 
truck stop, he thought, " Now there is a 
place where I could reall y feel need
ed. " He is a lay minister at a local 
United Methodist Church and al so 
speaks at other churches. 

Bud also counsels the 120 employ
ees who work at the Columbia truck 
stop. Once the head waitress cal led on 
him because her brother was an 
alcoholic and she didn't know how to 
cope. The waitresses have a difficult 
time on the job. They are paid poorl y 
and they work very hard . 

Occasionally drifters wander into 
the truck stop, people who have no 
money or thei r cars have broken down 
nearby. One woman got beaten up on 
a date and was stranded near the truck 
stop. Bud might buy them a meal or a 
cup of coffee or even a room and 
spend some time talking with them as 
well. 

How the Ministry Got Started 

Rev. Herb Free land, pastor of the 
Un ited Methodist Church of Oxfo rd 
and Summerfield in Warren County, 
suggested the idea of a truck stop 
ministry after hearing about one that 
had been establ ished in Brookvil le, 
Pennsylvania . He had noticed people 
sitting at tables looking very lone ly. He 
received a grant from the UMC North
ern New Jersey Annual Conference 
and a matching amount from the 
National Division to start the ministry. 
Bud volunteered for the job w hen he 
heard about it at a conference. 

" We wanted Bud because he is 
quiet, he is very knowledgeable about 
a lot of things and he has a natu ra l 
listening abi lity," Freeland explained. 

Bud says he ad mi res the men he 
talks to . " Truckers li ke adventure, they 
are loners, they like the ir indepen
dence, they like making money and 
they do not want anyone breathing 
down their backs. But sometimes we 
all work so hard to make a liv ing that 
we miss living. If we'd only at an early 
age set our priorities straight, and put 
God first, then al l other things will fall 
into place." • 

Sharon Lopez is a free-lance writer 
based in New York. 

Bud Brink (opposite page, bottom) 
hopes to build a chapel inside his 
trailer; 350 trucks can park at one t ime 
at the Columbia, N.J. , truckstop (top of 
page, left) but drivers face boredom 
and fatigue . Electronic games (left 
bottom) help break the monotony. Rev. 
Glenn McQouwn, truckstop chaplain at 
Interstate 80 Brookville-Strattonville 
Exit, talks to a driver. His ministry was 
the model for the Columbia Truckstop 
Ministry. 
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A Heoling Spoce 
Alzheimer victims find 

a place of hope in 
a United methodist Home 

by Kathleen m. Cesarz 

A circle of elderl y people sits at the 
end of a long hall, silhouetted by 

the afternoon sun behind them . They 
look like anyone's spouse or grandpar
ent. 

Within the circle, those who speak 
share Jabberwocky conversations
bits of nonsense and reality jumble 
together. Many are silent. One woman 
wanders aimless ly, feebly, feeli ng 
around the room with nervous fingers. 

There are no old-time stories, ex
change of skil ls and lifetime me
mories . There are no memories, not of 
what they had for breakfast, not of 
children, spouses, friends . As the light 
fades, they wi l l slowly forget how to 
eat, move, breathe . 

That is the bitterness of Alzheimer's 
disease. 

Yet, for this circle of eleven elders 
there may be a greater hope. They are 
residents of the non- profit United 
Method ist Home in a quiet, mid-west
ern vil lage west of Detroit. They were 
chosen to participate in a pioneering 
study designed to preserve and en
hance their remaining skills and the 
dignity with which they end their lives. 

Since 1949, Professor Dorothy H. 
Coons has worked wi th various geria
tric groups as a researcher and educa
tor at the Un iversity of Michigan's 
Institute of Gerontology. With associ 
ates Beth Spencer and Anne Robinson, 
she has careful ly designed a separate 
un it at the reti rement home to create a 
" therapeutic environment" -a heal
ing space--for the eleven, memory
impaired residents. 
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At Least Two Million Affected 

Coons' research with Alzheimer's 
victims is " clearly innovative," ac
cord ing to Marianne Emr, spokesper
son for the National Institute on Aging 
in Bethesda, Maryland. " She is at the 
forefront of th is type of research on 
Alzheimer's disease." 

Alzheimer's disease is the most 
common of several types of dementia, 
affecting at least two million Ameri
cans over 65. It is the gradual , 
irreversi ble destruction of certa in 
nerve cells in the brain . Atthe outset, it 
mimics the forgetfulness of normal 
aging; later, it looks more like insanity. 

The cost of caring for those with the 
disease hovers around $20 billion 
annually. In the face of such bl ind ing 
figures, most research (federal alloca
tions were $36 million in 1984) is 
directed toward pathology-finding a 
way to stop the snowball. 

Yet, effective, dignified methods of 
caring for those now affected by 
Alzheimer's disease remains an almost 
untou ched frontier . Famil ies and 
nursing homes must face the daily, 
grinding struggle to care for Alz
heimer's victims in a therapeutic void . 

" I have to watch my w ife all the 
time," writes one husband in a survey 
conducted by Professor Coons. " She 
hides everything. She can 't even eat 
unless I start her. I am so tired. If only I 
had a little time off. I spend so much 
time looking for things and keeping 
her neat and clean. " 

Creating An Atmosphere 

Coon's research specialty is " en
viron mental intervention" : creating 
an atmosphere within an institution 
which helps patients to l ive normally 
and the staff to work more effectively. 
Coons and her associates felt that a 
separate, " special living area" totally 
geared toward the needs of the de
mented would best serve everyone in 
the home. 

The Un ited Methodist Home in 
Chelsea, M ichigan, was eagerly re
ceptive to the idea. Established in 
1907, the gracious, 250-bed institu
tion offers care ranging from indepen
dent " garden apartments" to nursi ng 
beds. 

Like many geriatric faci lities, how
ever, there was no easy answer for the 
approxi mately ten percent of the 



residents with severe memory impair
ment. Too mobile for nursing care, 
they could not care for themselves in 
the more independent retirement 
home area with its lower staffing level. 

Catherine Durkin, administrator of 
the home, recalls the atmosphere 
before the project began . " They (the 
memory-impaired) were walking in a 
maze. There are five large buildings, 
long halls, that remind you of a railway 
station . Those who were more intact 
mentally would not treat them kindly if 
they wandered into the wrong room, 
especially in the middle of the night. " 

And wander they did . A few formed 

a buddy system and roamed the hall s, 
sometimes half-dressed . Others were 
afraid to leave their rooms for fear of 
getting lost. Finding the bathroom and 

.dining-hall was an overwhelming task 
for most. Consequently, meals and 
personal hygiene were usually a hit
or-miss affair. 

Other residents of the home, often 
encumbered with their care, were 
angry or concerned . One of the more 
charitable comments : " I don't think 
it's very good for any of us to be 
reminded day and night about what 
the future might have in store for us. 
Besides, if they aren' t well cared for, 

what do I have to look forward to if that 
happens to me?" 

This impasse, common in many 
retirement homes, elicited a particu
larly gutsy response from Durkin , who 
committed a generous share of the 
home's resources to the research 
project. She has a special empathy for 
Alzheimer's victims. Her husband is 
also institutionalized with the disease . 

" I' m sure I didn 't start out on a 
crusade to get a program for people 
with Alzheimer' s disease, but I'm sure 
my husband's il lness helped motivate 
me to see it through. " 

(Continued on p . 18) 

.---------------Wesley Hall - One Family's Experience-----------------, 

Peter Flynn (names have been 
changed at the family 's request), 81 , 
loves kids . An Irishman with eight 
ch i ldren of his own, he was an 
attorney and mayor of a town near 
Detroit. As a young man, he interrupt
ed law school for several months to 
tour the world . 

Today, Peter Flynn's world has 
narrowed to We ley Hall-the special 
unit for Alzheimer' s patients at the 
United Methodist Home in Chelsea, 
Michigan. He no longer recognizes his 
children . Or his grandchildren . Or his 
wife . He says he never married . 

His children remember him as 
gregarious and loving, but often dis
tant. He had an active political and 
social life as well as a large family . 

" I think having eight children was a 
little overwhelming for him. It was a 
lot to handle emotionally," says Craig, 
the youngest son . 

Yet, there was enough caring and 
exhuberance to go around . They each 
recall the special times with their dad . 
Mark remembers the golf games and 
Saturday afternoon football on TV. He 
and his dad would bet on the out
come, " a nickel or something. It 
seemed like a hundred dollars then. " 

For Craig, it was the memory of his 
dad carrying him to bed at night after 
he fell asleep by the TV. " That was 
always very precious to me." 

They all remember the stories. Epics 
of Africa and wild animals, of travel
ling around the world . " He was only 
there about six months, but he made it 
seem like years," says Mark, who now 

tells his children the stories. 
As the youngest, Craig was living at 

home when his dad , then in his late 
sixties, began to change. He became 
moody in the evening, sometimes with 
unpredictable outbursts of temper. 

" Anger was absent from my house 
as a child. So, when that began to 
happen, I knew something was differ
ent. " 

Craig, who was often the recipient 
of the anger, was frustrated by its 
irrationality. He now attributes it to his 
father's own frustration , to his aware
ness that he was losing something very 
vital . " He was angry with life for 
taking his mind away." 

He retired at 70. His children now 
suspect that he was afraid of getting 
lost. From then on, his world began to 
constrict . Groups of people, even 
family , confused and irritated him . He 
lost interest in golf and old friends ; 
eventually, he was afraid to leave the 
house. 

As he declined , the strain of caring 
for an increasingly confused and angry 
stranger intensified. Finally, his wife 
collapsed and is still in a nursing 
home. It took several months before 
his children could find an appropriate 
place for their father . Daughter Nancy 
recalls , " once we found the Methodist 
Home, we had him there in four 
days. " 

But he did not adjust well to the 
change. Frightened and combative, he 
stayed in his room, sleeping most of 
the day and wandering at night. When 
the staff locked him out of his room, he 

claimed a chair in the solarium, where 
he sat all day, clutching his newspaper 
like a shield. Finding the dining room 
at mealtime was an insurmountable 
task. 

It was the best care avai !able, but it 
wasn 't enough. 

Several months later, he was trans
ferred to Wesle y Hall when the 
research project began. It may be the 
last significant change in his life that he 
is aware of. 

He responded quickly to the inti
mate, secure atmosphere, gaining ten 
pounds in the first few weeks . Some of 
the old charm has returned. " He has 
become the 'host with the most'," says 
project director, Dorothy Coons. " He 
always has a little, flippant kind of 
thing to say. If he sees a child , he' s out 
in a minute." 

It has been hard for his children , 
with two dependent parents. The 
experience tears some families apart . 
They have grown closer, negotiating 
those tense times without blame or 
guilt. 

They all stress acceptance of the 
inevitable, perhaps most profoundly 
expressed by Craig. 

" For me, this experience has cata
lyzed a deeper sense of meaning and 
of blessing. I don' t want to minimize 
the pain ; but to the extent that 
something is painful , it's also an 
opportunity for growth . Enter the 
despair and trust that there's a deeper 
process." K.M .C. • 

New World Outlook • January 1986 [17) 17 



Preparing for Wesley Hall 

For eighteen months, before a na i I 
was driven or the first person moved 
everyone in the retirement home fro~ 
residents to housekeepers, wa; edu
cated and sens itized to the needs of the 
memory-impa ired through workshops 
and classes . Staff selected to work in 
the area, christened " Wesley Hall " 
were given intensive training. ' 

Their job would require limitless 
patience and flexibility . They are 
~rained to coach , to encourage, to 
intervene, but not to do things for the 
residents . They must often verbally 
prompt residents through chore step
by-step, one direction at a time in a 
technique called " task breakdo

1

wn". 
Simple jobs can take forever and may 
not be expertly done, but residents are 
allowed the pride of accompli hment. 

Wesley Hall , an intimate and some
what inaccessible unit, was renovated 
and decorated to feel like home. A 
parlor/dining room, lined with w in
dows and grass-green shade is at the 
end of a hall of bedrooms. Carp ting 
plants and pictures on the wall c reate~ 
close, warm ambience . A paciou 
well-equipped kitchen beckon with 
secure familiarity . Good lighting and 
lots of la?els .~n drawers and cup
board assist fat I 1ng eyesight and fogg 
memory. 

The eleven new re ident mo ed in 
D cember, 1983. Se eral had b en 
diagno ed a ha ing lzheim r's di -
ea e and all had evere m mor 
impairm nt. 0 er half were inconti
n nt. For th ne t ear, the ir dai l lif 
would b ob erved and record d b 
taff and th re earch team. 

other u~its in the home are frequently 
asked 1n for tea and song, wh ich 
everyone seems to enjoy . 

The goal is to re-establish a more 
predictable, secure life and normal 
social roles-homemaker friend 

• I I 

community member-which are often 
lost in an institution . " An environment 
is therapeutic only to the extent that 
you can provide normal social roles 
within the setting," ;ays Coons . 
" We've changed the environment so 
that normal roles can occur." 

Residents care for the plants and a 
large aquarium . One woman E a is 
particularly fond of Dickie, 

1

the ~a
nary . She talks to it and co ers it 
carefully every night. Children isit 
occasionally, brought in by neighbor
hood moms. It is a gala day for the 
residents who bake and decorate 
cupcakes for their knee-high guests . 

" Once a month-old baby was 
brought to the floor," Linda Barnhill , 
an aide, rememb r . " La ada held 
t~at baby,~or. half an hour, just strok ing 
his head . Like many of the residents 
LaVada still ha di jointed memorie

1 

of her career a a nur e. " I like m 
work. I like making p ople wel l." 

The emphasis in We ley Hall al
ways, is upon remaining abi li tie 
rather than limitation . And the ki ll 
~hat r~main can be urpri ing and 
1ne pl1cable. The mo t gracious ho t
e s and b t con er ationali t on th 
floor routine I pour juice in her coffe 
and cannot recognize the refrigerator. 
Bob, the bab at 67, no longer kno 
hi daughter et b at taff at oncen
tration, a memor card game. 

The e ing prob I m of in on ti nenc 
ha b n all but radical d . A bright 
orange canop act Ii a beacon o er 
the bathroom in the hal l. In ide 
bright, robin ' e blue fi ture tand 
out a ain t a mut d ello bac -

round . 
" O ld r peopl ha diffi ult 

ti ing pace," pla in Coon . " Th 
could b tand in rt ht n t to a 
bathtub and not it. " Prima 
olor , non- lar urfac and ood 

Ii hting aid in 
wear th dia 
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care. Just getting dressed is a terrific 
job." 

Measuring Success 

rz 1 ' r 1 



In August, 1984, Irma Mathews, a 
member of Metropolitan-Duane 

United Methodist Church in New York 
City, learned that her son, a Vietnam 
veteran and former drug abuser, had 
AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome). A few months later, the 
directors of the drug recovery support 
system which provided housing for 
him asked M s. Mathews to take in her 
son, saying it would be best for him to 
be home. He wanted to stay in the 
program. It was a difficult time; there 
was no separate room for him, and she 
was angry because of his past drug 
abuse, not because of his illness. 
" Why AIDS came, I don't know," she 
says . She prayed for him and went to 
church for solace; sometimes she went 
to church to forget what was happen
ing at home. Her advice to anyone 
who learns that a famil y member has 
AIDS is that the person needs to know 
that he or she is loved, regard less of the 
disease. She gave her son her love but 
fears that she did not give all the 
support he needed . He died on July 
11, 1985. 

This story and others like it point up 
an increasing urgency for churches, 
particularly those in large cities where 
AIDS is concentrated, to reach out 
both within and beyond their congre
gations and minister to the spiritual , 
emotional , and physical needs of the 
broad range of people affected by the 
epidemic. 

Bishop Woodie W . White, of the 
Central Illinois Area of the UMC, has 
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Growing in Compossion 
Christians respond to the AIDS crisis by ministering 

to those suffering from this dreaded disease 

by Nancy A. Corter 

written in his area's edition of The 
United Methodist Reporter that indi 

viduals suffering from the di sease pose 
a critical test for the love and ministry 
of the church . 

Health and Welfare Ministries 

At its annual meeting in October, 
the Health and Welfare Ministries 
Program Department of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of the 
United Methodist Church adopted a 
position paper on AIDS and the 
Compas sionate Ministr y of the 
Church , dealing w ith such areas as 
research and health education , local 
church ministries, and concern for 
human and civil rights . Staff of the 
Department was asked to get involved 
in four areas : 

monitoring and making available 
information about the level of 
funding to develop a vaccine 
against AIDS and to carry out a 
program of public health educa
tion . 

preparing educational and min
istry resources to assist congrega
tions . 

investigating ways to reduce the 
widespread ignorance and fear that 
lead to violations of civil rights of 
persons with AIDS . 

consulting with annual confer
ences, health and welfare institu
tions, and others in order to deter
mine ways in which the human and 
civil rights of AIDS patients are 

jeopard ized and advisi ng on steps 
to remedy this . 

Annual Conference Actions 

Recognizing a call to ministry, at 
least four United Method ist annual 
conferences have passed resolut ions 
on AIDS . Rocky Mountain and Cal ifor
nia-Nevada were the first to speak out. 
In 1983, the Rocky Mountain Annual 
Conference voted to " commit our
selves to greater understanding of 
AIDS, demonstrating through prayer 
and action, each in our own way, a 
ministry of caring concern to the 
victims of this new deadly disease." Its 
" special committee" is now con sider
ing a referral that the Colorado AIDS 
Project become a conference advance 
special. In 1985, the North Georgia 
and New York annual conferences 
adopted resolutions on AIDS. North 
Georgia called for " a ministry of love 
and comfort and reconciliation and 
salvation witness." New York re
solved that the conference, " its orga
nizati sand local churches, seek out 
ways it can be in ministry with people 
with AIDS , their familie s, and 
friends. " 

These four conferences include two 
of the cities most affected by the 
epidemic. New York City has been the 
worst-hit: more than one third of the 
total cases in the United States are 
there . San Francisco has about ten 
percent of the cases. Numbers are 
increasing in Denver and Atlanta, as 
they are across the nation . 

(Left to right, below) Catholic Archbishop John Quinn of San Francisco at a special Mass for people with AIDS; Bethany UMC in San 
Francisco is a smaller church which attracts a wide variety of people; Pastor Martha Morrison at New York's Washington Square UMC; 
UCC minister Ken South is director of AID Atlanta. 



There is at least one commun ity
based service organi zation dea ling 
wi th the disease in each of these ci t ies. 
The heads of three of the organizations 
are clergy. In addition, other clergy 
and la ity are volunteers fo r these 
groups. Jeremy Landau , on special 
Un ited Method ist appointment to do 
AIDS m i n istry , d i rec ts th e AIDS 
Project of the San Francisco East Bay 
Area . In Denver, Jul ian Rush , associ
ate pastor of St. Paul ' s United Method
ist Church , is the director of the 
Colorado AIDS Project which is 
housed in the church . Ken South, a 
Un ited Church of Christ min ister, is in 
charge of AID (not AIDS) Atlanta. A 
number of clergy were on the original 
board of the AIDS Resource Center of 
New York City. Work done by these 
organizations includes support of per
sons w ith AIDS, their fam ilies and 
loved ones and also education of 
high-risk groups as we ll as the general 
public. (People with AIDS, often 
referred to as PW As, prefer to be 
thought of as persons first. They do not 
like to be ca lled " AIDS victims." 
Many now say that they like simply to 
be ca lled by their names, with no 
label. ) 

Local Church Ministries 

Compassionate ministr ies local 
churches are performing include 
housing, support groups, and educa
tion . 

Two United Methodist Churches in 
New York City, which participate in 
mi nistry are Washington Square and 
Metropolitan-Duane, raciall y mixed 
but predominantl y white, small con
gregat ions. Washington Square , 
whose min ister is Martha V. Morrison, 
makes its sanctuary ava ilable for me
moria l services for people who have 
died from AIDS and provides a meet
ing room for a support group of AIDS 
caregivers. In Metropo l itan-Duane 
Church , a yoga exercise group for 
people wi th AIDS and their loved ones 
meets. It was started by Sam Alford , a 
member of the ch urch , described by 
pastor David VerNooy as " a warm, 
I ive ly guy" w ho sees religious I ife as 
central to his healing. Mr. Alford , who 
has AIDS, stresses that spiritual sup
port is the most important need, but it 
is not usua lly addressed by hospitals 
and community organ izations. The 
church has a unique opportunity to 
minister in this area . 

In Denver, Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays sponsors a support 
group fo r parents of gay men with 

AIDS, which meets at St. Paul 's 
Church. The church provides support 
to thi s group, but does not run it. 

A more diffi cult but sorely-needed 
ministry is the provi sion of shelter for 
people with AIDS . Many are thrown 
out of their apartments when people 
learn they have the disease; others do 
not have the finances to pay for their 
housing after they are sick; still others 
need individual care but are not sick 
enough to be hospitalized . The Rev. 
William James, who was for many 
years pastor of the very large predo
minantly-black Metropolitan Com
munity Un ited Methodist Church in 
New York City until his retirement this 
year, remembers that housing was a 
problem for one member who was 
diagnosed with AIDS in 1984. People 
were afraid. He was taken in by his 
mother. Some people are not lucky 
enough to have a loving family which 
has room to house them and care for 
them. 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York is responding to the need for 
housing, as have community organi
zations such as the AIDS Resource 
Center, AID Atlanta , and Shanti , San 
Francisco . In August, 1985, the Arch
diocese announced it was opening a 
shelter for people with AIDS. The 
program is to be run in cooperation 
with the city by Mother Teresa's 
Missionary Sisters and other religious 
groups. Indicative of the problems 
caused by public fear of the disease, 
parents of children in a Roman Catho
lic school next door to the vacant 
convent in Manhattan selected for the 
shelter objected and that site had to be 
abandoned. The Archdiocese and 
Mother Teresa are committed to run
ning the shelter but as of this writing 
are dealing with helping AIDS suf
ferers on a case-by-case basis. 

In addition, churches can offer other 
services. Bethany United Methodist 
Church in San Francisco offers pasto
ral care and referrals to the many 
support organizations in the city. A 
number of the church's members are 
vo lunteers for those organizations . 
Christine Shiber, pastor of the small 
congregation, says the church 's or
ganist died of AIDS in June, 1984. She 
conducted the memorial service for 
him. 

The Role of the Pastor 

Often the pastor is one of the first in 
a congregation to learn that someone 
has AIDS . Bill James remembers his 
first contact was in 1983, when a 
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woman in the church told him her 
grandson had AIDS . Mr. James visited 
him at the hospital , onl y to discover 
that the young man was kept in 
isolation and visitors were to wear 
hospital masks, gowns, and gloves. 
This kind of treatment can be depress
ing to a person with AIDS and 
frightening to visitors, but wearing 
hospital clothing helps protect the 
patient from catching air- borne di s
eases from vis itors. 

The pastor's care is most important. 
Sam Alford especiall y remembers 
calling David VerNooy one time when 
he had a fever and thought he was 
about to die. VerNooy came over, 
visited with him, prayed , and laid his 
hands on hi s head and heart. The fever 
went away. 

Sometimes, the minister may be the 
only person in a congregation who 
knows . Early in 1984, one clergyman 
in New York made a decision with the 
man who had Al DS not to tel I the 
congregation about his i 11 ness. He felt 
the congregation was not prepared for 
the news and " maybe too afraid" of 
AIDS. The man was angry about the 
rejection he was generally experienc
ing from society but was comforted by 
the pastoral care he received and to 
hear about the annual conference's 
resolution on AIDS . 

New York's Washington Square 
Church, which has lost two members 
to AIDS, sponsors an AIDS grief 
support group open to the public . 
Before deciding to do this, church 
members attended AIDS educational 
events at the church and in the 
community. The church is also doing 
some hospital advocacy work. The 
congregation 's co-chair of outreach , 
Edward Weaver, says the epidemic is 
" an opportunity for the church to 
reach out and show that it cares." 

The Importance of Education 

In September, the General Conven
tion of the Episcopal Church called on 
church officials to develop programs 
of " prevention, education and aware
ness" about Al DS and asked the 
denomination's Presiding Bishop to 
lead a national day of prayer and 
healing for vi ctims of the disease. 

Educational events for church peo
ple are important. At these, they can 
learn more about AIDS and human 
needs . One such event wa s the 
" Interfaith Forum on Religion and 
AIDS" held at Saint Peter's Lutheran 
Church in New York City on February 
21 , 1 985. A panel of Christian and 



Jewish religious leaders spoke, in
cluding Paul Moore, Jr., Episcopal 
Bishop of the Diocese of New York. It 
was co-sponsored by the religious 
advisory committee of the AIDS Re
source Center. 

" Education is the key to stopping the 
spread of AIDS," says Jerry Johnson , a 
member of Washington Square United 
Methodist Church in New York City 
who works on community education 
for Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC), 
the major Al DS service organization in 
the city. He is talking about prevention 
education. Mr. Johnson notes that, 
with no cure or vaccine in sight, 
prevention (" risk reduction" ) is the 
only means of slowing the epidemic 
right now. 

Most education is now being done 
by already overloaded service groups. 
Churches, resourced by these organi
zations, can play a valuable role in 
educating both their own members 
and the general public. 

The New World UMC, Garland, 
Texas, is sponsoring workshops and 
seminars on AIDS, to sensitize and 
inform its membership as well as the 
general community. Local health offi
cers conduct the seminars . As an 
initial step, the church conducted a 
survey to establish whether church or 
community members are already in
volved in AIDS response through local 
schools, churches, universities, hospi
tals or on an individual basis. 

The next step that the church plans 
is to persuade state and local health 
agencies and corporations to organize 
formal networks of public informa
tion, service and support. New World 
UMC is prepared to co-sponsor such 
efforts and to offer church facilities 
when needed. Pastor Bob Robertson 
and associate pastor , George N . 
Malek, are especially active in pro
moting this program . 

Christian Love Is Basic 

A ministry of Christian love is basic 
to an AIDS ministry. Including PWAs 
and their families in congregational 
activities and prayers is important 
because so many people irrationally 
exclude them . Also churches and their 
pastors should realize that , even 
though AIDS may seem alien and 
different from other life-threatening 
diseases, the one-to-one mini stry to 
be carried out is similar. 

" If we are the Christians we profess 
to be, now is the time to witness, " Sam 
Alford emphasizes. The following 
stories are all too common : A woman 

rejected by friends because her hus
band, a high- paid professional , has 
AIDS; a United Methodist man not 
invited to a wedding when his friends 
found out he had AIDS; abandoned 
AIDS children cared for in hospitals 
because there are not enough foster 
parents willing to take them. By assist
ing such people, churches can help to 
heal some of the alienation. 
· As more people become ill and die, 
the church can play an important 
healing role in ministering to them and 
their loved ones. The church will also 
discover that it too is in need of a 
ministry of support in order to pro
ceed . As people work with people, 
some of whom have rejected each 
other, perhaps they can be reconciled . 
Religious people who have involved 
themselves have discovered that, al 
though the destruction of human life is 
horrible and the grief they feel is 
sometimes unbearable, God contin
ues to sustain both them and the 
persons who are i 11. 

Dr. Paul Mickey, an associate pro
fessor at Duke Divinity School and a 
former president of Good News, says 
in the Virginia Advocate that he views 
a plan of action involving church 
support of AIDS research as one that 
should be " uncritically a point of 
compassion of the church ." Mickey 
believes that although the activities of 
churches may vary, depending upon 
need and opportunity, their common 
role comes back to the biblical charge 
to minister to those in need. " It' s up to 
God to separate the wheat from the 
chaff," he says. " We' re to do our job 
of relieving human suffering in what
ever ways we can. " 

Bishop White puts the church's role 
in similar terms. " All of those for 
whom Christ died need the loving 
compassion of the church. Each is a 
member of some family, someone's 
son or daughter--each precious, who 
perhaps requires the love and accep
tance of the Christian community now 
more than ever before." 

He adds: " And I pray that we in the 
church will not be found lacking when 
and should these, our brothers and 
sisters with Acquired Immune Defi 
ciency Syndrome, appear at our gates, 
seeking the ministry and love of the 
Church." • 

Nancy A. Carter, an M. Div. student at 
New York's Union Theo logica l Seminary, 
is doing her fie ld work in the area of 
min istry w ith people wi th AIDS at Wash
ington Square UM Church, where she is a 
member. 
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Celebrating Mission in Today's World 

Winners of 
New World 

Outlook's 7 5th 
Anni't'ersar~ 

Photo Contest 

Our call for photographic images which c<C elebrate 
Mission in Today's World" was answered by amateur 
photographers from across America and from around the 
world with scenes and faces conveying poignant messages of 
Christ's love. The innocence in the faces of children, the 
wisdom in the eyes of the elderly, the love that man has for 
nature and for humanity, the satisfaction of working together 
for good were all evident in the pictures that we received. 

Close to 250 black and white and color photographs poured 
into our offices in response to the first New World Outlook 
photography contest. We are proud to publish some of the 
winners here. 

The winner of the grand prize is Akemi M iyama, a] apanese 
student living in California. She is an aspiring photojourna
list and studies at the California State University at Fresno. 
She will receive $500. Her photograph of the hands of two 
women of different generations entwined together spoke to us 
of the tender feelings and hope for the future that is at the 
heart of mission in today's world. 



GRAND PRIZE: 

TOUCHING. This photo was taken in 
a nursing home in Fresno, California 
by Akemi Miyama. About her photo, 
she said, "A convalescent home is not 
the end of life. It can be filled with 
warmth and caring. This photo shows 
there is no need for words between 
friends." 

FIRST PLACE COLOR: 

CARING . The Rev . Ken Ehrman 
went on a medical mission to 
Honduras with the Christian 
Medical Society in 1983. When he 
saw this gentleman waiting to see a 
doctor he was struck by "the 
genuine love of children in that 
culture. The man's only concern 
was to make sure the child was 
okay." Ehrman is Cleveland 
District Associate for the United 
Methodist Church. 
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FIRST PLACE 
BLACK AND 

. WHITE: 

TEACHING. This 
photo by Dean B . 
Olewiler of Camp 
Hill, Pennsylvania is 
of an adult education 
class in the Hausa 
language taught in 
Bongai Village, 
Nigeria, where he and 
his wife were 
missionaries for 14 
years. Olewiler is a 
medical doctor in 

~~..-.. A..:u:·~ psychiatry. 

SECOND 
PLACE 
BLACK AND 
WHITE: 

NEW LIFE. Donna 
Bryan of Columbia, 
South Carolina was in 
a migrant labor camp 
on Y onges Island, 
South Carolina, when 
she spotted these 
three young people. 
She said, "Migrant 
fa mi lies have so few 
material things , yet 
this child brings the 
same joy to them as a 
little child brought to 
his family almost 2000 
years ago in the town 
of Bethlehem." 



SECOND PLACE 
COLOR: 

WORKING 
TOGETHER . Taken 
by Clayton Thurston, 
from Knoxville, 
Tennessee, this 
photograph shows a 
Costa Rican girl 
working on the art of 
macrame with a 
short-term missionary 
from Tennessee. 

THIRD PLACE 
COLOR 

GIVING by Jackie Settle 
St. Charles , Missouri 

THIRD PLACE 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 

UNDERSTANDING by 
Anna Squires 
Dallas, Texas 

HONORABLE 
MENTION 

l. Ruby Bolton 
Somerset, Kentucky 
2. Roberta Green Lapp 
Hillsdale, Michigan 
3. Anna Squires 
Dallas, Texas 
4. John R. Settle 
St. Charles, Missouri 
5. David C. Bower 
Lansing, Michigan 
6. Mike Bostrom 
Paducah, Kentucky 
7. Keith I. Pohl 
East Lansing, Michigan 
8. Akemi Miyana 
Fresno, California 

CERTIFICATE OF 
MERIT 

l. Polly Jensen 
Cedartown, Georgia 
2. Jeff Walkington 
Obion, Tennessee 
3. Richard Deats 
Nyack, New York 
4. T. Alexander Manton 
Tenafly, New Jersey 
5. Anne Bavarian 
Carrollton, Texas 
6. Roberta Green Lapp 
Hillsdale, Michigan 
7. Judy Manton 
Tenafly, New Jersey 
8. Arvid Kiander 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
9. Keith I. Pohl 
East Lansing, Michigan 
10. Clayton Thurston 
Knoxville , Tennessee 
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75Years 
of Witnessing 

to Mission 
A magazine is a reporter 

and an interpreter and thus 
a witness. It has been our job 
and our privilege to witness 
to missions and to the mis
sion of the church in the 
United States and around 
the world for the last 75 
years. As a witness, the 
record must speak for itself. 
Here are some excerpts f ram 
that record .-The Editors. 

26 (26) 

" WORLD 
OUTLOOK is 
avowedly mis
sionary in char
acter, but the 
word 'mission
ary ' must be 
used in its broad 
and general 
sense , for 
WORLD OUT
LOOK will stand 
not only for the 
missionary 
propaganda of 
all denomina
tions but for 
every move 
ment of religion, 
commerce and 
politics which 
means sane 
Christian 
progress." Edi
torial Announce
ment, January, 
1915. 

''No student of these times doubts that we are at the watershed of 
modern history. Change and readjustment are in the air. Stir and 
restlessness are manifest all round the world. The old is giving way to 
the new, and the most stolidly conservative peoples are turning from 
the past to the future . What that future is to be is not yet discernible, 
but this much is certain: it will not be as the past. The awakening 
nations of the Orient, where one-half the human race face a 
bewildering dawn and thrill with new life, can no more be the same. 
It must march on somewhither driven by the new forces that play 
through all zones and races. The same is true of the near East, whose 
sudden leap toward liberty has so astonished the world. Some may 
be disposed to question the part that Christian missions has played 
in bringing about these changes, but there can be but one opinion as 
to the part it should play in determining whither they shall tend. 
Christianity is the one world force that can pretend to dominate and 
direct these movements to sane and saving results. Commerce, 
science, invention and literature may have their fullest credit in 
creating unrest and breaking the shackles of the past. They have no 
power to mold a great civilization or to meet the higher hopes and 
deeper yearnings of men. They may even destroy a superstition or 
wreck a false religion, but they have no power to construct a faith or 
to furnish imperatives to dominate the conscience." The Decisive 
Hour in Christian Missions, editorial, January, 1911. 
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" I am rejoiced to learn of the 
plan you have adopted of hav
ing one strong missionary maga
zine . .. This is in line with 
meeting one of the principa l 
needs of the present time-that 
of supplying really adequate 
missionary periodical literature. 
There is no great cause which is 
so poorly served in this way as 
the missionary cause. " John R. 
Mott, letter to the editor, 1911. 

"Something more than a year ago 
there was begun a most significant 
movement among the women of the 
South. It is known as the Association of 
Southern Women for the Prevention of 
Lynching. The fundamental principle 
underlying this movement of Southern 
white women is a repudiation of the 
assertion that lynching is a defense of 
womanhood and an assertion that 
lynching is not a defense but a menace 
to private and public safety." Southern 
Women and Mob Violence," by Sarah 
Estelle Haskins, February, 1932. 

"Everything seemed as quiet as could be until about half past 
eight, when we could hear the hoarse , angry cries: "Viva! Muera 
lo Americanos. " Still I did not think seriously of it , as I had heard 
them before . But in a few minutes here they came! I had never 
een anything like it. For an hour or more they swirled and tore 

around this corner, throwing stones and breaking windows. They 
finally tore down the fence all across the front , all the time 
screaming, "Death to the Protestants! Death to the Americans ," 
even calling my name. 

"Somebody in the crowd said: "But there are many Mexicans 
in that house. " They said: "Yes, but they are Protestants; it is all 
the same." They finally went off, saying they would return and 
kill us later. They say the reason they treated us so was because 
they were told that we take girls in here and keep them awhile 
and then send them to the States and sell them as slaves in 
American families , and that they really intended to enter and 
take the girls out and let them go to their homes . The soldiers 
arrived just in time. The Mexican soldiers did not know that they 
were sent in answer to prayer and that their real Captain was the 
Lord Je us , did they?" The Riot in Guadalajara , January, 1911. 

A l 1016 15 CE NTS 

" It has been demonstrated 
that 'preparation for war' by one 
nation makes similar preparation 
seem necessary by other nations 
which feel themselves endan
gered, thus making frequent 
wars inevitable. The cure for this 
unfortunate condition would be 
the establishment of a world
wide organization of as many 
peaceful powers as possible, 
with the avowed intention of 
preventing war by insisting that 
all differences between nations 
be peacefully settled by the 
Hague Conference, or other 
tribunal agreed upon by all. This 
organization might take the form 
of a League of Peace." The 
Making of a League of Peace, by 
Andrew Carnegie, January, 
1915. 

"Christian ministers of religion 
still remain in concentration 
camps, while numerous others 
have had their small salaries cut 
in half or discontinued. And what 
has been their crime? They re
fused to render to Caesar that 
which belongs to God ." Naziism 
Challenges the Christian Con
science," by Rabbi Julius Mark , 
March, 1939. 
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" That free world we are striving now to bui Id. It cannot be 
built by military victories alone. It cannot be built by selfish 
indifference to the welfare of other peoples. We are in truth 
members one of another, and the fortune, good or i 11, of one 
is, in the long run , the fortune of all. It certainly can be built 
if we have faith in ourfellow man and in ourfellow nations, 
a faith exemplified by planning and working in common for 
common goals." Letter to Elmer T. Clark, by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, January, 1944. 

"The desired goal, surely, is the attainment of an 
ultimate world in which all peoples , irrespective of 
race , color, creed, language, sex or historical circum
stance, enjoy security, political freedom, respectable 
standards of living, and a full measure of that universal 
respect for the individual and the group, of that human 
dignity, which are indispensable to honorable- and 
peaceful- relations among men." Fundamental Free
doms and Non-Self-Governing Peoples , by Ralph J. 
Bunche, July, 1946. 

"And what about us? Are we to 
quit under the pressure of the 
unknown and the possibility that 
persecution and danger for our 
representatives and fellow Chris
tians in China very likely lie 
ahead? How does the Great 
Commission read? Does it say 
'Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every crea
ture except those under the con
trol of the Communists?' " Will 
Communism Destroy Christian
ity in China?, by Gerald F. 
Winfield, March, 1949. 

"There are among us 
political leaders whose ill
co ns id e red pronounce
ments give leaders of free 
nations the gravest con
cern . Men who threaten to 
leave the United Nations 
unless they can determine 
its policies strike a funda
mental blow to international 
cooperation . Bellicose 
speeches, suggestions to 
be 'fast on the trigger,' 
divisive condemnation of 
allies who may reach differ
ent decisions as to policy 
from the same set of facts, 
such practices suggest 
men who are unsure, who 
do not know enough of the 
truth to be trusted with 
decision." Methodism on 
the Witness Stand, by Bish
op G. Bromley Oxnam, De
cember, 1954. 

"The renewal of the Catholic Church (and with it both the 
Protestant and Orthodox churches) is taking place before our 
eyes, and in such a way that an idea that would have been 
unthinkable yesterday is taken for granted today." Rome 
Revisited, by Dorothy McConnell, January, 1964. 
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"The whole world watches 
to see whether democracy 
and Christianity in America 
are strong enough to comply 
with the lawful conscience of 
America which lives in the 
Supreme Court." Approach
ing Desegregation , by 
George S. Mitchell, Febru
ary, 1955. 

"A main source of rage among 
the hecklers (on the Selma-Mont
gomery March) was the clergy 
participation. Signs asked, 'Where 
did you rent the priest suits?' One 
woman was so intent on denounc
ing 'so-called preachers' that she 
applied this epithet to everyone, 
including clearly identified report
ers and photographers.'' Along 
Highway 80, a Special News Re
port by Arthur J. Moore, Jr. , May, 
1965. 



"There is a widespread and 
growing need for a new mis
sionary strategy-a strategy 
which will in no way restrict or 
diminish the preeminence and 
power of the Christian message, 
but in which we will discover new 
methods by which to give the 
message to human society." 
Christ's Quest and Ours, by 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore, March, 
1957. 

" Yet sin remains , and is still the most 
persistent peril of the human spirit . 
However charitable we may become 
toward others, we ought never to 
excuse ourselves on the ground that sin 
has passed out of the picture . As long as 
human beings remain responsible per
sons, free in some measure to choose 
our attitudes and acts, we sin against 
God and our neighbor when these 
attitudes and acts are not those of love." 
The Message of Lent, by Georgia 
Harkness, March , 1973. 

"The real tragedy of the new theology of 
mission is its lack of a biblical, realistic and 
profound view of man's central problem , sin , 
and the necess ity of the Cross to liberate him 
from it . All it offe rs is a shallow sociology 
which assumes when social problems are 
solved and liberating structu res come , all 
wi ll be well. " Finding the Proper Balance , 
by David A. Seamands, April , 1972. 

"The war in Vietnam is 
ultimately a political war and 
the final victor will be the side 
that wins the political victory. 
Our announced aim in aiding 
the South Vietnamese was to 
make possible a free political 
settlement. Due to a combi
nation of circumstances and 
mistakes, we have gotten 
further from this goal rather 
than nearer and are in dan
ger of even further losing 
sight of what the final settle
ment must be like." The War 
Nobody Wants , editorial , 
January, 1966. 

" Su rely, the responsible voter 
se lects a candidate because of his 
posi t io n o n iss ues . Religiou s 
convictions may influence these 
positions but, in a secular de
mocracy, the position is the 
criteri on and not the religiou s 
belief. " A Catholic for Presi
dent?, ed itorial , August, 1959. 

"Downtown Belfast, on the 
day of the rally, looked as much 
a city under siege as reports 
have indicated. British soldiers 
in camouflage and carrying rifles 
patrolled the streets. The tank
like Saracen cruisers (armored 
cars) of the army were often to 
be seen. Shoppers were passed 
through turnstiles into streets 
closed to traffic and searched. 
Susses were searched as they 
left the central terminal. Driving 
up the Shankill Road itself, 
crowded with Saturday shop
pers, gave little clue as to how 
the marchers would be received 
there." Special Report-Bel
fast; A Walk Up the Shankill 
Road, by Arthur J. Moore, Octo
ber, 1976. 

" It may not be too much theology but too little belief in the Holy Spirit that 
is the danger in the evangelical comeback. The holy spirit is leading the 
Church today into many new forms of witness and mission, much of it risky. 
By attempting only the most narrow definitions of approved forms of social 
concern , evangelicals may not only be continuing many of the paternalistic, 
band-aiding patterns the Church is trying to outgrow, they may be silencing 
the work of the Spirit as well. " The Evangelical Comeback-A Hope and a 
Danger, by Charles E. Brewster, January, 1971 . 

"Ethiopia has suffered one of the worst famines in recent years. Drought in 
an area which produces forty per cent of the total food crop for the nation 
affected nearly two million people. Thousands died as the earth dried up, crops 
withered and cattle and work animals died. The situation was complicated by 
the fact that in the early stages of the famine the Ethiopian government tried to 
downplay its extent and seriousness. Supplies began to reach the country in 
adequate amounts but the lack of transportation and roads hindered 
distribution." Famine in Ethiopia, Photos by Salgado Junior, July-August, 
1974. 

"For your sake, for the sake of world peace, take action now and apply 
diplomatic, political and above all economic pressure. Compel the rulers of 
South Africa to come to the conference table." Change or Palliatives in 
South Africa? An Interview with Desmond Tutu by Tracy Early, May, 1981 . 
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"W e want 
the threats 

and the 
intimidation 

to stop." 
- Bob Young. 

Congregations in Mission 

Broad Street UMC vs the Klan 
North Carolina church mobilizes 
community to oppose Ku Klux Klan 

by Jeff Bryd 

The Ku Klux Klan had for two years 
run ads in the local newspaper 

announcing weekend rallies in Iredell 
County, N.C. without any real com
munity response. 

The Klan's increasingly active cam
paign of intimidation against racially 
integrated couples and outspoken 
blacks in Iredell went virtually unno
ticed. 

But after a reporter attended a rally 
in July, gave an eyewitness account of 
the heavily-armed gathering in a 
residential neighborhood and exposed 
the message of hate proclaimed under 
the fiery cross, the Rev. Bob Young 
decided something should be done. 

Mr. Young, who served 11 years as 
minister to Duke University in Dur
ham, N.C. , has since September, 
1984, been pastor of Broad Street 
United Methodist Church, one of a 
handful of established , influential 
churches in downtown Statesville, 
N.C. He called together county cler
gymen on July 19 to discuss the Klan . 
Ten attended . 

Rather than take action alone, Mr. 
Young said the ministers decided to 
invite government, schools, law en
forcement, civic and business leaders 
to join the next meeting, bringing 
together a broad-based group to face 
this issue for the first time anyone can 
remember . 

July 24, a group of 18 leaders met at 
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
and began drafting a resolution . That 
group included Statesville Mayor 
David Pressly, Iredell County Com
missioner Alice Stewart, Statesville 
City Schools Superintendent Ben Car
son, Iredell County School Board 
member Jerry Ball , Greater Statesville 
Chamber of Commerce executive 
director Danny Hearn, and officers 
from the Statesville Police and Iredell 
County Sheriff' s Department. 

Four leaders refined the language, 
and two days later 11 reconvened to 
adopt the one-page "Resolution of 
Conscience and Concern," and re
leased it to the media. Altogether, 26 

community leaders took part in the 
process. 

In summary, the resolution states 
that the " concerned business, educa
tional, civic , and religious leaders of 
Statesville and Iredell County" oppose 
the Klan and al I it stands for. 

The resolution urges law enforce
ment agencies to monitor openly and 
to curb legally Klan activities, and 
urges local people to speak out against 
the hate group. Since the resolution 
was passed, the extent of Klan activity 
in Iredell County has been brought 
into the open . 

A two-year investigation by the 
U.S. Justice Department into cases of 
racially-motivated violence in Iredell 
and Alexander counties is bearing 
fruit. Nine persons were indicted in 
September, including Jerry Suits, the 
Iredell leader of the White Knights of 
Liberty, a Klan faction led by Joe 
Grady of Winston-Salem. (There are 
three Klan factions known to be 
operating in Iredell. ) Trials in several 

The Rev. Bob Young 



of these cases are set to begin in the 
U.S. District Court in Statesville in 
December. 

With their interest piqued, newspa
pers have begun reporting on the 
findings of the Atlanta-based Anti
Klan Network, which since 1982, has 
documented 23 cases of racially moti
vated violence and intimidation in 
Iredell County-twice as many as in 
any other North Carolina county. 
North Carolina is considered to be one 
of the four most active Klan states. But 
the storm of controversy caused by the 
resolution and court cases has begun 
to blow a fresh wind across Iredell 
County, Mr. Young said . 

"It has created a different climate 
that is saying we want the threats and 
intimidation to stop," Mr. Young said. 
"We want the lawbreakers to be tried 
and treated justly." The resolution has 
been adopted by the Iredell Board of 
County Commissioners, the Statesville 
City Council, the Mooresville Town 
Board of Commissioners and govern
ing boards of churches across the 
county . 

"It sure helps to have community 
support," said Iredell County Sheriff 
LeRoy Reavis. "We (the Sheriff's De
partment) have stepped up our inves
tigations and surveillance (of the 
Klan)." 

After making virtually no arrests in 
racially-motivated intimidation cases, 
the sheriff's department in October 
made three arrests in two such cases . 

That's good news for Don Williams, 
superintendent of Iredell County Pub
lic Schools. A cross was burned at 
West Iredell High School last year. 

"Anytime you educate the public 
and get things like this out in the open, 
it helps the situation," Mr. Williams 
said. "It makes people think twice 
before they do things like that again." 

To further the resolution's impact, 
the 26 Iredell leaders who drafted the 
resolution decided on September 6 to 
pursue more public education efforts. 

The Rev. Oren Edmonds, pastor of 
Vanderburg United Methodist Church 

Klan members 
assemble for a march. 



Broad Street UMC has 1200 members in its congregation; some come from families 
who have been attending for five generations. 

in Mooresville, N.C. , is exploring the 
possibility of bringing a nationally
known expert on extremist groups to 
give a seminar in Iredell County. He 
has also written several charitable 
foundations seeking grants to pay for 
the event. 

Edmonds said the group has discus
sed starting a course at Mitchell 
Commun ity College and asking public 
schools to adopt a theme of "good will 
and mutual respect" for all people. 
And the Iredell church and govern
ment leaders have begun asking their 
statewide networks to openly oppose 
the Klan. 

The first echoes of that effort have 
already been heard . Mr. Young said he 
took the resolution to the United 
Methodist Church Western North 
Carolina Board of Church and Society, 
which decided to send copies to all of 
the 800 pastors serving the 1,200 
United Methodist churches in the West
ern North Carolina Conference. 

The Rev. Grant Sharp, the Rev. 
Chris East and the Rev. Gaston Boyle 
of First Presbyterian Church in States
ville submitted the resolution at the 
Presbytery of Concord fal I conference 
October 15 and it was adopted. 

The Presbytery, which represents 
35,000 parishioners in 170 western 
N.C. churches, also decided to send 
the resolution to the North Carolina 
Synod, the church's larger governing 
body. The N.C. governing bodies of 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church , Episcopal Chur.ch, and Lu
theran Church in America will all 
consider adopting versions of lredell 's 
resolution at upcoming conventions. 

In addition , the Greater Statesville 
Chamber of Commerce sent out 
copies of the resolution to 40 other 
N.C. chambers of commerce in areas 
where the Klan is active and the Iredell 
Board of County Commissioners will 
soon send it to the county commis
sions in those same areas. 
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National attention was given to the 
Iredell proclamation through a front 
page article September 6 in the United 
Methodist Reporter, a 500,000 circu
lation weekly newspaper. Since then, 
Mr. Young said he has received 
telephone calls from ministers and 
laypersons in Florida, South Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Eastern 
North Carolina. 

One call was from a Massachusetts 
minister who had been run out of West 
Virginia by the Klan (see The Klan and 
the Church-What Is the Nature of 
Power?, by Michael and Ella Curry, 
June, 1981 ), another was from a Kansas 
minister whose community is wracked 
by racial violence. He wanted to learn 
from the Iredell resolution process. 

Mr. Young said, while he appreci
ates the work of state and national 
anti-Klan organizations, he believes a 
key element in the success of the 
Iredell response was that local people 
took action on their own . 

" The concern surfaced from within 
the community," he said. " People are 
resistant when outsiders try to tell them 
what they ought to be doing. " 

Mr. Young's church adopted the 
resolution in September. Chandler 
Bryan, chairman of the 60-member 
Broad Street administrative board , 
said there are no Klan sympathizers in 
his church . He commended his pastor 
for his anti-Klan efforts . " Bob Young is 
a very concerned minister, " Mr. Bryan 
said . " Not only for Broad Street 
church but for Statesville as a whole. " 
Mr. Young said the families in his 
1,200-member congregation , some of 
whom have been attending the church 
for five generations, are prominent 
persons in government and industry. 

Such people have always attended 
Broad Street, Mr. Young said . While 
the pastor said he believes Broad Street 
church members have always been 
keenly aware of their potential for 
positive Christian influence in States
vi I le, it has only been in the past fifteen 
years that they have gained a new 
awareness. " People in the church in 
the last fifteen years have had a 
drastically new awareness about 
unions, sexism and racism," he said, 
" The leadership has been struggling to 
make Statesville a better place. " • 

Jeff Byrd is editor of Iredell 1 eighbor , States il/e, 
.C., a regional ed1tton of the Charlotte Ob erver. 
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United Methodism needs drastic changes to grow 

The United Methodist Church be
tween 1968 and 1982 lost 1 .4 

million lay members, closed 2,463 
churches, and realigned pastoral 
charges so that it had 392 fewer of 
them but it increased its number of 
pastors by 2,231 . 

In effect, The United Methodist 
Church lost a denomination at the 
same time it was acquiring a denomi-

1 The First Scenario 

The first scenario, based on an 
average of membership losses be
tween 1979 and 1983, indicates a loss 
ofone million lay members by the year 
2000. In addition, average attendance 
at worship is_ projected to decrease by 
about 400,000, church school mem
bership will decline by 460;000, and 
average attendance at church school 
will fall by 240,000. These are star
ti i ng figures for a church which 
historically has felt a need to witness 
and be in mission among the popu
lace. 

If these data were projected further 
into the future, the losses would result, 
by the year 2020, in a church with 2.3 
million fewer lay members than was 
the case in 1984, one mi 11 ion fewer 
individuals at worship, one million 
fewer church school members, and 
500,000 fewer attenders at church 
school. These data are in spite of 
projected increases in the general 
population of the United States, the 
community from which The United 
Methodist Church primarily draws its 
members. 

by Douglas W. Johnson 

nation's worth of new pastors. Only 
thirty denominations in the 1985 
Yearbook of American and Canadian 
Churches had more churches than The 
United Methodist Church had lost in 
those fifteen years. Only twenty de
nominations, including the Roman 
Catholic Church, had more members 
than The United Methodist Church 
had lost during these years . 

I A Second Scenario 

A second scenario, based on an 
increase of 0.5 percent increase in the 
average number of persons joining 
through profession of faith, is slightly 
less discouraging. This scenario as
sumes a slight change in the attitudes 
of pastors and church leaders about 
the need to reach out in faith to 
persons who are not members of 
congregations . 

Half a percent change in the average 
number of persons won by profession 
of faith means each of the 38,000 
churches would have to increase their 
average by 1.2 people per year. If this 
occurred, the losses would be 260,-
000 members by the year 2000, nearly 
100,000 fewer attenders at worship, 
100,000 fewer church school mem
bers, and 60,000 fewer attenders at 
church school. 

If the figures were projected to 
2020, more than half a million would 
be lost, 210,000 fewer would be 
attending worship, 240,000 fewer 
would be members of church schools, 
and 120,000 fewer would be attend
ing church school. 

This is an unpleasant rendering of 
our recent history. Unless there are 
drastic changes in the psyche and 
actions of the denomination, the 
future will be worse. Three scenarios, 
one based on the current situation and 
two created by changing the numbers 
of persons won through profession of 
faith , are not encouraging. 

a A Third Scenario 

A th ird scenario is based on the 
feeling that the current emphasis on 
church rev italization and growth 
might be serious. This projection 
assumes a one percent increase in the 
average number of persons join ing the 
church by profession of fa ith . Th is 
would result in a change from the 
present loss of about 62 ,000 per year 
to a gain of 32,000 per year. Accom
plishing such a change would mean 
that each of the 38,000 United Meth
odist congregations would increase 
their average annual profession of faith 
accessions by 2.5 persons. 

The result of such optimism would 
be 544,000 more lay members; 200,-
000 more attenders at worship; 240,-
000 more church school members; 
and 120,000 more church school 
attenders by the year 2000. 
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It wil l take changes at three levels to 
reverse the dominant loss scenario. 
These changes are: (1) a discontin
uance of the guaranteed appoi ntment; 
(2) the infusion of a psyche among 
clergy that being in mission is the 
primary task of a congregation ; and (3) 
the emergence of leaders w ho can 
inspire and lead the entire church. 

1 The Guaranteed 
Appointment 

The guaranteed appointment has 
been an historical ly beneficia l aspect 
of Un ited Method ist polity. However, 
when a denomination loses 1.4 mil
lion lay members w ithout a corre
sponding loss of clergy, it becomes 
necessary to break up pastoral charges 
to accommodate the appointment 
process which is what has happened 
since 1968. It is necessary, as well , to 
increase clergy sa lary subsidies be
cause each c lergy person serving as a 

ttt 
2 ,231 

Lay Member ~ 

tt 
1.4 mi llion Pasto rs 

ful l member of an annual conference 
must receive a minimum salary. Thu s, 
equ itable salary funds must increase or 
al ternat ive means for covering mini 
mum salaries, such as Partners in 
M ission, must be created . 

One of the basic tenets of an 
episcopal system is the appointment 
process. The appointment procedure 
has made it possi ble for United Meth
odism to focus on ministry and mission 
in local setti ngs w hile not al lowi ng 
churches to languish without pastoral 
leadership. However, guaranteei ng 
every full member of an an nual 
conference an appointment is not 
necessary for an episcopal system to 
function effectively. Separating the 
guaranteed appo intment from the 
episcopal system seems to be a neces
sity for United Methodism if it is to be 
effective during the coming decade 
and a half. 

I "Called" or 
"Career" Ministry 

An argument about the nature of 
ministry through the years has made 
visible the difference between a called 
ministry and a career ministry. One 
difference between these motivations 
for ministry is measured by the result
ing psyche . A career person , no matter 
the profess ion or industry, is an 
organization person . The guidelines of 
the organization govern output , 
thought, and demeanor. In most re
spects, this person will be motivated 
by expectations of superiors, not by 
internal motives. 

In church terms, a pastor who has a 
career image of min istry will do what 
he or she feels will meet the expecta
tions of the superintendent and bishop 
to whom he or she relates. Mission and 
ministry are defined in institutional 
terms and vary according to which 
superior is interpreting the terms. 

A called person brings into the 
system internal definitions and moti
vations which tend to be in conflict at 
certain points with organizational ex
pectat ions . An individual who is 
called will not exhibit a conforming 
behavior in every case but will focus 
on changing people's lives . Mission 
and ministry will be understood in 
working with specific individuals to 
effect a significant change in their 
outlook and behavior. 

This contrast may be considered too 
simplistic for many persons but the 
difference in focus is critical. The 
psyche of a denomination is shaped by 
the motivation for entering into its 
ministry. 

I 
" Called " 

tt t 
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" Career" 
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• Creating a 
9 Corporate Image 

An institution needs to have an 
individual or a group w ho creates its 
corporate image. This image must 
provide cohesion, inspiration , and 
public recognition for the institution . 
Historically, th is role of image making 
was done by bishops because of the 
manner in which they were elected . 
They were general and moved about 
the entire church. In The United 
Methodist Church that no longer 
occurs. This has left the denomination 
without an image building person or 
group (which is distinct from the 
legislative General Conference). 

These three elements are critical to a 
change in the atmosphere and moti
vation w ithin The United Methodist 
Church . Attacking these issues makes 
more sense than mounting campaigns 

and devising program packages for 
church growth . The church needs a 
spirit of what it' s about more than it 
does techniques to do what pastors 
and lay persons already know need to 
be done. 

Being committed to acting in the 
name of Christ is the key to changing 
the future of The United Method ist 
Church. Such commitment w ill have 
the practical effects of changing the 
guaranteed appointment of annual 
conference members, focusi ng on 
creating a ministry of called clergy, 
and finding and empowering a leader
ship group wh ich can create a corpo
rate image for th is d iverse church. 
Internal arguments about w ho speaks 
in the name of the church or wonder
ing if each group is adequately repre
sented are important. Far more impor
tant is speaking in the name of Christ to 
people in need, the primary task ofThe 
Un ited Method ist Church. • 

Douglas W. Johnson is research director 
of the National Program Di ision of the 
Genera l Board of Global Ministries . 



Haitian Survival 
in Immigration Limbo 

Urban ministr~ project helps 
Haitians adjust to an uncertain future 

One hot day in Delray Beach 
Florida, Pam Cahoon and a small 

group of visitors from Wagg United 
Methodist Church walked into the 
back yard of a small house. In the 
corner of the yard , a group of women 
sat chattering around a cardboard box. 
A few of the visitors-especially 
Pam-sensed there was some move
ment in the box. From time to time 
some of the women around the box 
would reach down into it without 
taking anything out. 

There was something familiar about 
the way one of the women was singing 
as she reached down between her 
spread knees and hoisted a little 
bundle out of the cardboard box. 

The woman was singing in Haitian 
Creole, a language Pam could not 
unde~stand . But even though the 
words were unfamiliar, the mood of 
the song translated through the lan
guage barrier. It finally clicked with 
her that the song was a lullaby-and 
the mystery grocery store box was a 
makeshift baby's cradle . 

The younger children played in the 
yard and sat around watching as the 
mother lifted her thin sweater and let 
the month-old infant nurse. There 
were about 25 people-men, women, 
and adolescents-in the back yard of 
that house. They were trying discreetly 
to avert their eyes so the mother and 
nursing child could have a few private 
moments together. 

That is the way the Rev. Pam 
Cahoon was first introduced into the 
Haitian community in Delray Beach. 
The year was 1980. " I could see right 
away that we had to do something," 
she says. " Babies were sleeping in 
boxes. There were people all over the 
place-so many Haitians in each 
house that they were living on the 
porches and in the back yards exposed 
to the weather." 

by Lawrence Aaron 

The Haitian Outreach Project 

The Haitian Outreach Project was 
born as part of Pam Cahoon's urban 
ministry called Christians Reaching 
Out To Society. C. R.O .S also operates 
several programs for other social 
problems. There are programs for 
abused children , senior citizens , 
farmworkers and the poor. But the 
most concentrated effort is the Haitian 
Service Project. 

1980 was the year Haitians started 
migrating to South Florida in one great 
wave. Many of them came in rickety, 
overloaded boats directly from Haiti · 
?till others made the 800-mile journe; 
in two stages, fi rst to the Bahamas or 
other islands of the Caribbean, then to 
Florida's coast. 

Between May and October, 1980, 
about 13,000 Haitians landed in South 
Florida, most of them in Miami. All 
along Florida's Atlantic Coast, author
ities were reporting the arrival of 
barely-seaworthy boats bearing more 
human cargo than the boats could 
s.afely handle. No sanitary fac i lities, 
little food , hardly any water-just the 
Haitian refugees looking for a safe 
place to land and start living a better 
life. 

The number of those who didn't 
make it is believed to be in the 
hundreds. Statistics were not kept on 
the number of dead-of-night depar
tures; many are believed to have 
landed in Florida successfu I ly without 
detection . 

What Was Waiting For the Boat People 

What was waiting for the boat 
people who landed safely was an 
inhospitable U.S. Immigration Serv
ice. The Haitians ended up for the 
most part in the Krome Avenue De
tention Center in Miami. Unable to 
convince immigration officials that 

The Rev. Pam Cahoon 
is director of 
the Project. 

New World Outlook • January 1986 (35) 35 



they had fled Ha iti for political rea
sons, most of the Haitians were told 
they would be deported . It was only 
through the intervention of volunteer 
lawyers and chu rch groups that the 
Haitians' right to immigration hearings 
was ultimate ly recognized by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals. 

The State Department doesn't want 
them to be class ified as refugees 
fleeing political persecution , but as 
economic refugees who are not enti
t led to poli tical asylum in the U.S. 

In January of 1981 , the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service tried to 
ho ld mass exclus ion hearings. The INS 
was accused by advocates for the 
Haitians of denying them due process. 
Slowly the Haitians were released 
from custody pending individual 
hearings. The Haitians are bitter about 
what they fee l is discrimination that 
squeezes them out of the U.S. but 
welcomes the Cubans who came in 
larger numbers du ri ng the same peri
od . 

Said one Ha itian farmworker, who 
asked not to be identified, " Duvalier is 
just as bad as Castro, the difference is 
that the Duvaliers are in bed with 
Uncle Sam." 

Deportations More Frequent 

According to 1-jaitian advocates, 
deportations seem to be occurring 
with much more regularity after a qu iet 
period of about two years. They 
estimate that 10-15 Haitians a day are 
being sent back now. And among the 
40-70 thousand Haitians in South 
Florida, more than half are in Miami 
and Dade County, and perhaps 30,-
000 more are farther north in Broward 
County and Pa lm f3each County. State 
Department estimates range as high as 
300,000 i llegal Haitian immigrants 
l iving in the United States as of 1980. 

It is in Pa lm Beach County that the 
Method ist C.R.O .S. Program is con
centrating its efforts. " Initiall y we 
would keep up with their immigration 
problems," Cahoon says. " But it 
became more than we could han
dle- and do an effective job at it. Plus 
many of them wou ld get nervous if we 
asked too many questions about their 
status. So now our involvement is 
basically just helping them get to their 
hearings if they need us, or find ing a 
lawyer if there is a real problem . 

Sometimes the best they can hope for 
is a delay or postponement of their 
hearings." 

Apart from the question of whether 
they will be allowed to stay, many of 
the Haitians have basic day to day 
subsistence problems. Still others are 
try ing to plan for a future here so that if 
they do have to go back they can take 
something back with them. 

Marie Etienne and Andre Belony are 
the Church 's daily link with the 
Haitian community of Palm Beach 
County. As Marie makes her rounds, 
you realize she has a hodgepodge of 
chores that on any given day may lead 
her to a dozen or more different 
homes. And her days never repeat 
themselves. 

Marie has four children of her own. 
The youngest is 10 years old , and the 
oldest is her 22-year-old son who is in 

" 
A constant fear 
of the Haitians 

is that Immigration 
will send them back. 

" 
Junior College studying engineering. 

Pam talks about the way Marie is 
more like everybody's aunt than an 
Outreach social worker. " Once she 
even took a baby home with her, 
because the mother was too personal
ly distraught to take care of the child. 
She and her family ended up caring for 
the child for more than a week while 
the baby's mother got better." 

Marie works a part time schedule 
with the C.R.O .S. Haitian Program. 
On a typical day, she goes to the 
Haitian Community Center to pick up 
Department of Agriculture surplus 
cheese, butter and rice stored for 
distribution to the poor. She says some 
of the Haitian women are having a 
hard time taking care of their chil
dren's nutritional needs. 

English Classes 

Before I met 25-year-old Dieu
donne Fanfan for the first t ime, I met 
her four ch ildren . The chi ldren were in 
a special nursery for a few hours w hile 
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their mother was taking part in English 
classes. 

About a year ago, D ieudonne 
worked as a housekeeper in several 
private houses in the Palm Beach area. 
" The money is O .K.," she says. " But I 
couldn' t understand what they were 
asking me to do." She couldn' t follow 
instructions and quit in frustration . 
Now she goes to English classes four 
days a week. West Palm Beach Board 
of Education supplies a specialist in 
English as a second language, and the 
church supplies the space. Next door 
to the classroom, another church 
worker employed by C.R.O.S. is in 
charge of caring for the children of the 
students in the class . 

Dieudonne's children are now three 
and four. Christoph and Christine, 
Denise and David . Two sets of twins, a 
boy and a girl in each set, were all born 
in Florida. During those few hours a 
week with the Methodist church work
er, they have the only Engl ish lan
guage interaction they' ll have all 
week. They are surrounded at home 
by adults who speak to them and to 
one another only in Haitian Creole. At 
play and at home they appear to be 
lively, well mannered and well ad
justed . 

Only six women showed up for the 
English classes that day. Teacher 
Leslie Baldwin who gets pa id by the 
Board of Education explained that 
some of the Haitians find jobs that 
draw them away from the classes . 
Eventually they come back and try to 
pick up what they can . 

The amount of education they come 
with varies w idely. The women in the 
English class went through everything 
from six months to eight years of 
formal classroom education in Haiti. 
Only about nine percent of the popu
lation is in secondary school in Haiti, 
and only a few come with ski lls and 
trades that translate into good wages 
here in the Un ited States. 

In the Palm Beach-West Palm 
Beach area, those who work at all find 
jobs in pri vate homes, hotel s and 
laundries. Housekeeping and domes
tic chores for the women , mainte
nance and groundskeeping for the 
men . Western Pa lm Beach County is 
more agricultura l. Many morn ings 
during planting and harvest seasons, a 
crew chief wil l drive into the Hai tian 



(Above) Children at an after-school program run by a church outreach worker are 
making Mothers' Day presents. (Below) Haitian workers at a packing shed where 
women sort tomatoes and men stack boxes for shipping. 

neighborhoods looking for farm labor. 

"Treating the Green Card 
Like It Was Gold" 

According to Marie Etienne, the 
Haitians are always looking for work, 
and they take AFDC and other govern
ment help programs reluctantl y even 
when they qualify for them . Marie 
herself, who plays many social service 
roles as an outreach worker for 
C.R.O.S ., rounded up nearly 30 Hai
tians one day when she heard that 
MECCA Tomato Packing Plant was 
desperately in need of packers and 
stackers. 

When the Haitians find work, with 
or without their 1-94 work permits, 
they get minimum wage or less and 
don't work long enough to quali fy for 
benefits. If they are treated unfairl y by 
an employer, they tend to keep silent 
for fear of disturbing the delicate 
balance with the immigration author
ities. 

" They treat their green card li ke it 
was gold," Marie says. " If you lose 
you r driver's license it' s easier to get 
another one than to get another green 
card. That means you have to go to 
immigra ion again, and usually the 
less you see of them the better." 

A constant fear of the Haitians is that 
Immigration will send them back. 
Even though most of them are living 
below the poverty level here, they 
don 't want to go back to the wretched 
poverty in their own country. 

Economic or Political Refugees? 

Money and quality of life are at the 
core of the government's argument 
against allowing the Haitians to stay 
here. The INS says they are economic 
refugees, but advocates for their cause 
here try to show that they are political 
refugees fleeing Duvalier totalitarian
ism . And indeed many of the Haitian 
immigrants are making substanti all y 
more money in thi s country than they 
were before they left Haiti . But they 
also have more expenses . In 1980 
when the Haitian boat people began to 
arrive, the per capita income in their 
country was $200 a year. 

This country of six million residents 
is one of the poorest countries in the 
world , although there is a small group 
of elite fami lies who have historica ll y 
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lived well . They continue to prosper 
because of their ties to the government 
of Jean-Claude Duvalier and his late 
father, Francois " Papa Doc Duvalier, 
who died in 1971. 

During the reign of Papa Doc, 
thousands of Haitians were brutalized 
and ki lled by the Ton Ton Macoutes, a 
domestic spy network with the stamp 
of approval of the Duvalier govern
ment. 

The secret police would drag people 
out of their homes without warrants . 
Confinement, torture , and death 
would follow. In classic totalitarian 
fash ion , the victims had been accused 
of speaking against the government. In 
other cases, the independent Ton Ton 
Macoutes were exerci sing their own 
brand of extortion and satisfying petty 
personal vendettas. 

Amnesty International continues to 
monitor Haiti and receives periodic 
confirmation that those practices have 
not been stopped. South Florida Hai
tians say they fear some of the Ton Ton 
Macoutes may have also migrated 
with the great wave of '80 and they 
may be reporting back to Haiti about 
individuals who have fled to the U.S. 
The Haitians believe that they would 
be risking imprisonment and possibly 
their lives if they return to Haiti 
because of INS deportation orders. 

Life at Different levels 

Haitians in Palm Beach County live 
at several different levels of material 
comfort, and it is important to point 
out that a small portion of them do not 
have to live in the state of limbo 
created by the INS' refusal to grant 
them political asylum . 

There are Haitians who come with 
visitor, student, and work visas. Like 
the society in their homeland, Haitian 
Society in South Florida is stratified , 
but there appears to be extensive 
cooperation between the middle class 
(those with professions, steady jobs 
and steady incomes) and those who 
are liv ing at a simple subsistence level 
grabbing w hatever work they can . 

Two pending pieces of legislation, 
one sponsored by Rep. Peter Rodino of 
New Jersey and Rep. Claude Pepper of 
M iami, would give some of those 
Haitians who arrived before January of 
1982 an open shot at landed immi-

'i . 
Haitian children play in a yard. 

grant status-a firm step on the way to 
citizenship. 

The C.R.O .S Program tries to make 
the lives of those on the bottom a little 
bit better. 

Newly graduated from Connecticut 
Wesleyan Un iversity, 22-year-old 
Laura Benson is having her first 
experience with Haitians. She is the 
only one of three C.R.O .S workers 
who is not Haitian. The children with 
whom she works are the barometer for 
some of the feelings in the Delray 
Beach Haitian community. 

Several days a week you can find 
her with from four to ten children in 
the C.R.O .S. afterschool program in 
Delray Beach. Their activities run the 
gamut from help with English and 
other homework to soccer games on 
the church lawn. Periodically they 
may have a visitor to talk about health 
and hygiene or a police officer to talk 
about bike safety and the like. One of 
the boys, Francelot Cajuste, speaks 
English and Creole with the same 
rapid fire enthusiasm. The Wagg 
Church invited him to give a speech at 
their annual banquet and he told them 
about his desire to start high school 
and eventually become an architect. 

"Even when there appears to be 
only a little bit of money at home, they 
tend to be eager to go to school and do 
well ," Laura says. She talked about the 
father of one student in her program, 
who sometimes has two or three jobs 
at one time, but may also go for long 
periods of time out of work. She has 
met the children's parents and her 
conclusion is, " The community is very 
resilent, and very spirited. " 

C.R.O.S. worker Andre Belony is 
more concerned about the refugees' 
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spiritual condition . 
He says Haitians don't know what to 

do with the freedom they have in 
Southern Florida . " They have been 
drawn away from God because of all 
the things they can have here," he 
says. In the nearly ten years he has 
been in the U.S. , he says he has seen 
Haitians becoming materially better 
off but there is concern for their 
spiritual health in his view. 

Andre works full time in C.R.O.S., 
but he also has pastoral duties as a lay 
preacher who has been accepted for 
seminary training to become a Meth
odist minister. 

For the time being, Andre conducts 
prayer services at St. John's United 
Methodist Church in Boynton Beach 
on Sundays. Those services and the 
Sunday school are conducted in Cre
ole; many of the Haitians choose also 
to go to the main service with the 
Anglo congregation . One of the major 
problems he sees within the Haitian 
community in Palm Beach County is a 
lack of leadership. 

Pam Cahoon says, "The American 
Christian community can learn a good 
lesson from the Haitians. I still see lots 
of people in one house, but not nearly 
so many as when they first started 
arriving. 

" And I see a lot of rice and beans on 
the table with no meat. But I also see in 
that crowded home central cooking 
where everybody gets something even 
if they can' t contribute right then and 
there. The caring and sharing they 
show are the true Christian values." 

• 
Lawrence Aa ron is a corres pondent fo r 

W FTV, O rlando, Fl a. 
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James Mase Au It 

Since the People's Re
p u b Ii c of China was 
opened to visitors follow
ing the Cultural Revolution 
(1966-1976), what began 
first as a trickle has become 
a steady stream of tour 
groups from al I over the 
world. Early on, I had a 
desire to go because of a 

continuing interest in the people and 
the land, the history and culture of 
China and the modern missionary 
movement. Further, friends who had 
been missionaries and who were sent 
home in the 1940s retained their sense 
of call and their love for the people and 
the country. Their stories had a telling 
effect upon me in the first years of my 
pastoral ministry. 

Last September, my turn came 
around. I was one of a party of four 
privileged to visit the People's Repub
lic of China. We followed an itinerary 
planned by the Reverend Ewing W . 
Carroll, an experienced missionary 
serving in the China Liaison Office of 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
in Hong Kong. His knowledge of the 
church and the country opened doors 
for us to have conversations with 
religious leaders in China, primarily 
Protestants who were related to the 
Chinese Christian Council. These 
meetings occurred in five principal 
centers-the ancient capital of Xian, 
the modern capital of Beijing, Nanj
ing, Shanghai and Hangzhou . 

Everywhere we heard essentially the 
same stories about experiences deep 
with meaning from 1949 to the mo
ment of our meeting. 

In the early 1950s what is known 
today as TSM-the Chinese Christian 
Three Self Patriotic Movement
began to emerge to give definition to a 
church that is Christian but Chinese. 

First, the emerging church would 
govern itself and not be subject to a 

Board of Missions in another land . 
Second , the members as stewards of 

their resources would support finan
cially the church in its ministry. 

Third , the church would evangelize 
by being faithful to the call of Jesus and 
by nurturing the people who entered 
the fellowship of a congregation . 

The rightness of the decision to be 
free from all foreign patterns of control 
in.church administration, finance and 
evangelism has been confirmed by the 
experience of the church even under 
suffering during the Cultural Revolu
tion . Across this decade, 1966-1976, 
churches were closed, destroyed or 
used for other purposes and church 
leaders and others were sent to the 
countryside to labor in the fields or in 
factories as part of their reeducation . 
Across these years of oppression, 
many Christians were faithful in main
taining their commitments to Christ 
and the church. 

With the reopening of churches, 
beginning in 1978, Christian leaders 
and the government were surprised by 
the witness and fruits of the Christian 
community under persecution . 

1. In 1948, there were 700,000 
Protestant Christians in China; today 
there are 3,000,000 and a l ike number 
of Roman Catholics . 

2. In 1978, there were two churches 
open; today there are 3,600 with 
10,000 House Gatherings for worship 
and fellowship . 

3. In 1979, the Chinese Christian 
Council reported that 1.7 million 
copies of the full text of the Bible had 
been printed. 

4. The Chinese Christian Council 
also announced the publication of 
500,000 copies of a new hymnal . Of 
the 400 hymns included, 100 were 
written by Chinese Christians. 

These and other signs point to the 
growth and vitality of the church in 
China which is referred to as a 
post-denominational church. Gath
ered into a single local church may be 
former members of Anglican , Baptist, 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Seventh 
Day Adventist churches. 

Everywhere we traveled there was 
one primary concern identified by 
representatives of the Chinese Chris
tian Council and by pastors of local 
congregations. The single most press
ing need is for pastors, pastors, pas
tors! For many years the church was 

not permitted to recruit, educate and 
train pastors resulting in an older 
pastoral leadership, some in their 
eighties. To meet this need the historic 
Nanjing Theological Seminary was 

reopened in February, 1 981 , with its 
first class numbering 47 students. Four 
years later, in 1985, the enrollment 
was 185 . In addition to this national 
seminary there are now eight regional 
theological schools with more in 
prospect to meet this growing need . 

A secondary concern is the nurtur
ing of new Christians in the faith 
requiring the attention and care of 
pastors and trained lay leaders. For 
instance, to become a member of the 
Protestant Church in China a person 
attends church for one year and then 
makes application . After completing a 
two-to-three-month training program 
with an examination , the decision is 
then made by the church and the 
individual. Persons approved are bap
tized into the fellowship . 

Since the church affirms self-sup
port and self-propagation, neither 
money nor missionary personnel from 
other countries would be appropriate . 
Even so, it is not the desire of the 
church in China to live in self-isola
tion from Christians and churches in 
other countries . In recognition of thi s 
desire, Christians in North America 
seek to respond to any initiative the 
Chinese Christian Council may define 
as fitting and proper. One such possi
bility is the organization of the Amity 
Foundation in April, 1985. Its purpose 
is to promote health , education and 
social service projects in the People's 
Republ ic of China to undergird the 
modernization programs . Amit y 
Foundation represents a new form of 
Christian involvement in China about 
which we will be hearing more. 

There are many things we can learn 
from the Chinese Christians if we are 
patient and sensitive. 

First, they appear to love one 
another in the community of faith and 
have respect for others who are not of 
their religious persuasion . 

Second, they appear to be faithful in 
all the conditions of life even during a 
time of oppression and suffering. 

Third, they evangelize by their life 
style as followers of Jesus, making the 
Christian way attractive to others. 

Fourth, they are generous in their 
support of the ministry and the mi ssion 
of the church . 

Fifth, they are warm and hospitable 
to the stranger who comes their way. 
Hot tea is always served with grace, 
even in the most humble setting. 

This was an extraordinary experi
ence, renewing my faith , deepening 
my commitment and increasing my 
loyalty to the church , the Body of 
Christ in the world . 
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Books 

RED SCARE ! RIGHT-WING H YSTERIA, 
FIFT IES FANATICISM, AND THEIR 
LEGACY IN TEXAS 
B Don E. Carleton . 
Texa Monthly Press , 1985. 3 90 pp., 
$18 .95 . 

Th is book is of pec ial significance for 
Un ited Methodists . In his thorough docu
mentation of anti-Commun ist hysteria in 
the 1940's and 1950's in Houston, Texas , 
Don E. Carleton , director of the Texas 
Hi tor Center at the Un iversity of Texas, 
also deta i ls the origins of Methodism's own 
ant i-Communist fanaticism in this period . 
This study is fascinating, well-written and 
meticulously documented. The author 
hows himself to be an excel lent historian. 

Carleton believes the " Red Scare" man
ifested itself so devastatingly in Houston 
because of a basic " insecurity psychosis" 
rooted in very rapid , unassimilated urban 
growth at a time of heightened interna
tional tensions . It frightened teachers and 
clergy into submissiveness , caused the 
firing of the superintendent of schools and 
fostered attacks on books and untraditional 
ideas. The local power elite, though well 
aware that communism was no threat to 
Texas , used the Red Scare to undermine 
liberalism and the power of unions and 
then later withd rew its support. It was a 
time mostly devoid of courage, heroism or 
integrity . 

According to Carleton , three key organi
zations created and perpetuated Houston's 
Red Scare era. The first of the three was the 
Committee For the Preservation of Meth
odism (CFPM); the other two were the 
Minute Women , which included a number 
of wives of CFPM activists, and the 
Americanism Committee of the local 
American Legion . 

While the book chronicles the whole 
scope of Houston 's virulent anti-Commu
nism, readers of New World Outlook will 
be particularly interested in the window it 
provides on Methodist history. Most of the 
persons who founded the Committee For 
the Preservation of Methodism in 1950 
were members of Houston's wealthiest 
Methodist church. They had followed
and accepted without question-the 
widel y public ized attacks upon the unoffi
cial , but influential , Methodist Federation 
for Soc ial Action (MFSA) from Scripps
Howard papers (1947), the U.S. House 
Committee on Un-American Activities 

(1948) and Reader 's D igest (1950). Al
though neither MFSA nor the social gospel 
in any other form was active in Texas, they 
aimed to end MFSA's connections and 
influence with The Methodist Church and 
to root out any " radica lism" in Houston 's 
Methodist churches . 

The CFPM charged local clergy with 
being Communist agents , monitored ser
mons, tr ied to censor Sunday school 
material , and created a " hit list" of four 
local pastors (Grady Hardin, W . Kenneth 
Pope, Neil Cannon, Durwood Fleming) 
plus district superintendent Stewart Clen
denin . One of the attacks leveled at these 
clergy was that they favored pre-marital 
counseling, which to CFPM meant " sex 
education," which , in turn , they identified 
with debauchery and the nation's moral 
(and political ) collapse. 

To achieve their goals in the denomina
tion as a whole , CFPM activists replicated 
their organization on a denomination
wide basis, enlisting other anti-Commu
nists to join them in the formation , in 1951 , 
of a national Methodist Red Scare organi
zation , Circuit Riders, Inc. A Houston 
CFPM leader was the founding vice-presi
dent of the national group. 

The sorriest publ ic episode created by 
Houston's Methodist McCarthyites de
monstrated the interrelationship of anti
communism with racism . The occasion 
was the scheduling of Dr. Rufus Clement, 
president of Atlanta University, as the 
1952 Race Relations Sunday speaker at 
Houston's First Methodist Church. CFPM 
made the appearance of this conservative 
black educator a major controversy and 
interrupted the service of 1,500 persons. 
They had to be rebuffed by the pastor, W. 
Kenneth Pope, in their attempt to read 
allegations against him. To his credit , Pope 
never backed down in the face of the 
outcry. Pope, who was to be elected 
bishop in 1960, became a special target of 
the McCarthyites, receiving both public 
attacks and a barrage of obscene telephone 
calls . 

In the 1950-53 period , very few voices 
were raised in criticism of anti-Communist 
extremism . Among the few Methodists 
were Pope and Grady Hardin , a pastor 
who had promptly attacked the innuendo 
and lack of documentation in the 1950 
Reader's Digest smear of MFSA, and R. A. 
Childers, a Methodist layman and promi
nent businessman who led an informal 
group of Houston's Red Scare critics. 

The book is particularly critical of the 
role of Methodist Bishop A. Frank Smith , 
who, even though he generally disagreed 
with the anti-Communists extremists, did 
little to moderate them. In this connection , 
author Carleton comments that " the inac
tions of elites sustained the Red Scare as 
much as their actions" (p . 107). 

ot until 1954 did a visible anti-Red 
Scare coalition appear in Houston . It was 
aided by an expose of Houston's Red Sca re 
groups by the Houston Post, co-owned by 
Oveta Culp Hobby, a member of the 
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Eisenhower cabinet. (A few years earlier 
this very same newspaper had helped 
legitimize McCarthyite activists with its 
own anti-Communist crusading. ) 

With the fall of Senator Joseph McCarthy 
himself and withdrawal of encouragement 
from Houston 's elites , the Red Scare 
groups lost some of thei r power. By the 
60 's, the Red Scare was overshadowed by 
the " Black Scare" crusade of racial segre
gationists. 

The author points out, however, that 
extreme anti-Communism remains a po
tent force, continuing to force foreign 
policy options and issues either into pro- or 
anti-Communist molds with no ground in 
between . In recent years, we have been 
experiencing a new and more sophisticat
ed Red Scare attack on ou r chu rch 
institutions, pa rticularly on the General 
Board of Global Ministries, the General 
Board of Church and Society , and now, the 
Council of Bishops. Again groups have 
organized to oppose the church's social 
mission in the name of " preservation" of 
Methodism. The author's closing call for 
more courageous challenging of such 
threats certainly deserves heeding. 

Some United Methodist missionaries 
report that , from their perspective in 
Central America , U.S. ant i-Communism is 
truly demonic, distorting ou r perceptions 
of the wo rld and serving as an alternative 
religion. Carleton 's Red Scare is an excel
lent local history of this alternative religion 
which , in effect, substi tutes the worship of 
anti-Communism fo r the worship of a God 
active in history to redeem and to liberate. 

GEORGE D. McCLA1 

Rev. George D. McClain is the executive 
secretary of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action and the editor for Social 
Questions Bulletin. 

LABOR OF LOVE, LABOR OF SORROW 
By Jacqueline Jones. 
Basic Books, Inc. , 1985. 432 pp. , $25 .95 . 

I began the process of reading and 
reviewing this book shortly after returni ng 
from a family reunion. My mindset seemed 

THE GREATEST GIFT 
OF ALL 

Jesus died on the cross to save us from 
damnation. On the third day Jesus rose 
to give us salvation. Jesus loves us all! 
And each and everyone of us should 
remember this gift of true love! Jesus 
¥ ·s Me! Bumper Sticker only $3. Help 
us remember th is gift of true love! 
Donation needed. May God Bless you. 
Send to Jesus ¥ 'S Me, P.O. Box 1461 , 
Dept. C.P. Georgetown, SC 29442. 



perfect, fresh from the experience of four 
generations remin isc ing about and br ing
ing alive the experience of three genera
tions, reach ing back into the mid-n ine
teenth century. I found Jacqueline Jones' 
Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow to be , 
indeed , a labor of love. 

The acknowledgements section is a 
" must read ." It is there that her theory 
about black women and work is outlined . 
" This study seeks to offer niore than a 
chronicle of changes in patterns of black 
women's work .... It is also a testament to 
the stubbornness of a mother's love in 
opposition to the dehumanizing demands 
of the marketplace" (p. 3). 

This is a serious study of the work of 
black women from slavery through 1984. 
If one is looking fo r a novel or historical 
fiction, it won' t be fou nd here. 

Jacque Ii ne Jones is a college professor 
and th is book reads like a doctoral thesis . It 
is interesting but very slow in the early 
sections . She often quotes as many as four 
sources in one paragraph. If you are really 
interested in women , work and family as 
well as the roots of multi-rac ial tension in 
the modern femi nist movement, this book 
is one of the best resou rces in existence . 

Ms. Jones has co nducted meticulous 
research from primary sou rces like inter
views and diaries to ea rly 20th centu ry 
analyses of U.S. labor patterns. A rich 
bibliography is provided as well as a 
summary of the major points of each 
chapter with footnoted resources . 

If this book has a weakness , it is in its 
focus on the South . There is a definite 
feeling that the w riter is not familiar with 
the South- white or black. Statements and 
incidents that are a major part of southern 
life and understandi ng are thrown aside as 
an interesti ng fact. For example, the term 
" wear you out" had one con notation 
outside the family structure and a crucial 
meaning within the family . It is ment ioned 
in isolation in two chapters yet the tragic 
nature of the violent legacy of this term 
could have provided a three-chapter link. 

Many of the links just aren 't recognized . 
While reading the early chapters, I wished 
that the writer could have lived with a 
southern family (black or w hite) for a year. 
At ti mes, because all of the facts are 
mentioned, an uncompleted jigsaw-type 
picture is presented. All the sky blue pieces 
and tree green pieces are together, but 
there is no relationship, no link. Thus, 
some of the empathy with her subject is 
just not there. 

Another small fault is related to proving 
her thesis about black-white tensions 
among women . The tensions exist but she 
negates the strong friendships among 
women across racial and class li nes. By 
painting a total pictu re of interracial 
tension , she develops a stereotype of 
blacks (women and men) who have no 
pride in work or sense of accomplishment 
for a " job well done." She has selected 
only quotes that give the impression that 
black people have no work ethic . 

Don't defer your d ms
Act on them 

Whatever your dreams, the 12 predominantly Black colleges histori
cally related to The United Methodist Church can give you the training 
and skills you need to make them reality. 

Join the thousands of political scientists, business people, educators, 
ministers, doctors, dentists, lawyers, engineers and professionals in the 
fields of computer science, public policy, allied health and communications 
whose aspirations led them to these colleges first. Don't defer your dreams 
any longer - act now! - -- - ----- --- - ---- -- -
Please send me information about the following college(s). 

D Huston-Tillotson D Philander Smith D Dillard 
Austin, TX 78702 Little Rock, AR 72203 New Orleans, LA 70122 

D Paine D Claflin D Morristown 
Augusta, GA30901 Orangeburg, SC 2911 5 Morristown, TN 37814 

D Clark D Rust D Bethune-Cookman 
Atlanta, GA 30314 Holly Springs, MS 38635 Qaytona Beach, FL 32015 

D Wiley D Bennett D Meharry Medical 
Marshall , TX 75670 Greensboro, NC 27420 Nashville, TN 37208 

Street -------------------

City ___________ State __ _L.Zip __ _ 

The Black College Fund P.O. Box 871 , Nashville,TN 37202 

I NEW, IMPORTANT READING! I 

"! had never before been to a 
place so inhuman. Or more 
civilized." 

AN AFRICAN JOURNEY, by 
Mark Parinkin. In a 48-page 
newsbook with oversize pages 
filled with photos, Reporter 
Patinkin uses a diary format to 
recount where he went and what 
he saw in Ethiopia and other 
nations. A firsthand, informed 
examination. Eerdmans. 
£04-145676. Paper, $4.95 II\ II ll l h l ' ITl\1\1 \ 

"One out of every three adult Americans cannot read this book." 

ILLITERATE 
AMERICA 

--~-"' . - . 

~NATHAN 
KOZOL 

ILLITERATE AMERICA, by Jonathan Koza/. Combining heart-rending stories and hard statistics, Kozol analyzes 
why 60 million people in the U.S. can't read. Condemning government action- and inaction-he calls for reform 
and proposes a specific program to conquer illiteracy. Doubleday. 
[){)6.uo201. $15.95 

Q Cokesbury 
Prices subject to change. Transportation extra. Add sales tax if applicable . Satisfaction 
guaranteed! 

Call or visit your Cokesbury store, order by mall from your Cokesbury Service Center, or order 
toll rree: 1 ·800·672-1789 

P-184-NWO 

New World Outlook • January 1986 [41 ] 41 



42 

cp(ayet19s6 
~e~a(¢ 

Glorious art thou , more majestic 
than the everlasting mountains 

Psa lm 76 

The new edition of the annual Prayer Calendar of the General 
Board of Global Ministries is off press with its full measure of 
"instant mission education ." 

The Calendar includes: 

• Names, addresses and birthdays of mis
sion workers 

• Programs and projects of the General Board 
of Global Ministries 

• Meditations and quotations from letters of 
Persons in Mission 

• Listing of directors and executive staff of 
the Board 

• Names, addresses and areas of service of 
reti rees 

• Maps to help locate the work 

Retirees Ellen and Hans Aurbakken of Dallas, Texas, write: 

"The Prayer Calendar helps us remember both 
staff and missionaries in daily prayer. It is a bond 
of fellowship which makes it possible to feel 
related to the mission work of our church and 
the people we were once so very close to." 

Order your copy today. Sale price is $3.00 plus postage and 
handling. Remittance must include 50¢ extra postage for each 
gift copy. Order stock # 4470 from Service Center, 7820 Read
ing Road, Cincinnati , Ohio 45237. 

[42) New World Outlook • January 1986 

Despite these faults , this book is a must 
for students of labor history, women 's 
movements and black history . It is well 
researched and clearly written . Although 
there is little re liance on black historical 
anal ysts as resources, it is one of the best 
focused compilations of facts on the 
market. 

BEYERL y R. JACKSON 

Beverly R. Jackson is the director for the 
Department of Human Welfare of the 
General Board of Church and Society. She 
received her doctorate in education from 
Columbia Universit y. 

DEAR AMERICA: LETTERS HOME FROM 
VIETNAM 
By Bernard Edelman . 
W. W. Norton & Company, 1985. 316 pp. , 
$ 73.95. 

We suffer in agon y, 
as wo men in labor . 

But we die with the birth, for 
Our child is war. (p . 7 7 6) 

These lines are from a poem which was 
anonymously written and was circulated 
to units of servicemen in Vietnam . It is only 
one of many expressions of feelings and 
emotions about the longest war in which 
the United States has been engaged. 

The experiences , frustrations , anxieties, 
anger, hurt, hopes and dreams of those 
directly involved in the war are poignantly 
revealed in this collection of 208 letters by 
125 persons in Dear America . These letters 
were selected from over 3,000 items 
submitted in response to publicized re
quests from the New York Vietnam Veter
ans Memorial Commission for materials 
from veterans and their families . 

The editor, Bernard Edelman , is a 
veteran of Vietnam who traveled through 
Vietnam in 1970 for the Information 
Office . He indicates that the purpose of the 
selection of letters is to prov ide insight into 
the human dimensions of the Vietnam 
experience. 

The book deals with the personal 
feelings of those directly involved in the 
war, not the ethics of the Vietnam War. 
These selected writings do not depict war 
as a d rama portrayed on television or in the 
movies . Rather they revea l the stark, grim 
realit ies of the varied psychological im
pacts upon persons at the time of the 
experiences. 

The letters are arranged in a sequence 
relating to a tour of duty in Vietnam . The 
book begins with letters breaking the news 
to families about the assignments to 
Vietnam . Letters follow from " Cherries" 
(young men newly arrived in Vietnam); 
those who " Humped the Boon ies" (foot 
soldiers on search-and-destroy operations 
in the jungles); and soldiers whose tour of 
duty was almost over. There are letters 
from the survivors of the war as well as 

-
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Ill 11d~ 1fJ11~ CLASSIFIED 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an 
exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Rates for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15). Post Office 
Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each ; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word. Send all copy (with 
check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to : NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Ropm 1349, New York, 
N.Y. 10115. 

For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/call : 
The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road, King of Prussia, PA 
19406 (215) 265-0648. 

The following executive positions are avail 

able at the Genera l Board of Global Minis

tries. Letters of application and resumes 

should be sent to john J. Dalton , Personnel 

Administrator , Room 1476, General Board 

of Global M ini stries, The United Method ist 

Church, 475 Rivers ide Drive, New York, 

.Y. 10115. 

The Genera l Board of Global Ministries is an 

Equa l Opportun ity Employer. 

GBGM POSITIONS OPEN 

COORDINATOR OF M ISS ION Leaders, 

M ission Education & Cultivation Program 

Dept. Immediate. 

EDITOR, PROGRAM RESO URCES, M ission 

Education & Cultivation Program Dept. 
Immediate. 

DIRECTOR of Audiovisual Services. To 

provide audiovisual services and to develop 

and ma intain aud io and visual resources 

programs to meet the educational and 

cultivation needs of the tota l board . 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Hispanic Minis

tries, Office of Ethnic and Language Minis

tries , National Program Division. Immedi

ate. 

ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRETARY, Gener

al Adm inistration. Minimum requ irements 

inc lude membership in The United Method

ist Church, and 7 years experience. M .A. of 

M .S. in Administration or Planning prefer

red. Immediate. 

GENERAL CONTROLLER, GBGM/Account
ing. 

MANAGER, Electronic Data Processing, 
GBGM/EDP. Immediate. 

SENIOR PROGRAMMER, GBGM/EDT. Im
med iate. 

PROGRAM SECRET ARY, Institu tional & Vol
unteer Services , National Program Division . 
Immediate. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Administration , 
M ission Personnel Resources . Immediate. 

DIRECTOR, Gift Processing. Immediate. 

FILMS/FILMSTRIPS 

THE EQUIPMENT OF PEACE is a 15-minute 

fil mstrip with audio tape on the history of 

war, and how to preserve peace through 

international law, world courts, and peace

making forces under international control. 

($15 postpa id from the Office of Interpreta

tion, General Assembly M ission Board , 341 

Ponce de Leon Ave. , NE, Atla nta , GA 

30365 .) 

SECRET ARIES NO FEE 

If you ' re available one day a week or more 

and can 't find a job STOP LOOKING' 

WIZ always has open ings for Secretaries , 

Word Processors, Receptionists & Bi- li ngual 

Typists . WIZ TEMPORARY PERSONNEL 

18 E. 41 st Street, Suite 1804 

New York, . Y. 1001 7 

(212) 686-2894 

RETREAT CENTERS/CAMPS 

DIVISION SUPFRVISOR, World Program GULFSIDE METHODIST ASSEMBLY is a 
Division . Immediate . 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Office of New 
Church Development, National Program 
Division. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. United Methodist 
Development Fund . 

STAFF ARCHITECT, National Program Divi
sion . 

GE ERAL CONTROLLER, GBGM/Account
ing. 

MANAGER, Electronic Data Process ing, 
GBGM/EDP. Immediate. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. United Methodist 
Development Fund. 

STAFF ARCHITECT, National Program Divi

sion . 

sprawling 140-acre retreat center along the 

Gu lf of Mexico, 55 miles from New Orleans . 

Re lated to The Un ited Methodist Church , 

Gu lfs ide has been a center for Christ ia n 

educat ion , culture and recreation for nearly 

six decades . Founded in 1923 , Gulfs ide's 

balmy weather , stately M ississippi pines and 

large shady oaks lure church groups, college 

students and civic clubs to its grounds year 

after year. Camping privil eges available at 

nominal cost. Overnight accommodat ions 

for 100, banquet fac ili ties for 300 persons 

also available . Aud itor ium seats 1,000. 

Crabbing, fishing, swimming are part of 

Gu lfside's aquatic act iv ities . For more infor

mation contact : Executive Director, Gulfside 

Methodist Assembly, Wavela nd , MS 39576 , 

or call: (601 /467-4909). 

NEXT 
MONTH 

THE DES MOINES (IOWA) UNITED METHODIST INNER CITY 
COOPERATIVE PARISH BEGAN IN 1968 AS A PARTNER
SHIP BETWEEN THREE SMALL UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCHES THAT HAD COMMON PROBLEMS-DECLINING 
MEMBERSHIP AMONG THEM. BUT THEY ALSO HAD A 
COMMON CONCERN FOR THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD AND A 
COMMON DESIRE TO WITNESS TO PEOPLE IN A CON
CRETE WAY. THIS UNIQUE MINISTRY, PROFILED BY FREE 
LANCE WRITER DEBORAH SIMON, CONTINUES OUR 
MONTHLY SERIES ON CONGREGATIONS IN MISSION. 

THE MISSION DEVELOPMENT SECTION OF THE GENERAL 
BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES IS THE UNIT THAT 
INITIATES MISSION EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR THE 
DENOMINATION. WORKING PRIMARILY WITH CONFER
ENCE CHAIRPERSONS OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES, MISSION 
DEVELOPMENT SEEKS TO BRING ABOUT A WHOLISTIC 
MISSION PROGRAM , EMPHASIZE MISSION IN THE 
CHURCH SCHOOL, CONCENTRATE ON MISSION STUDY 
THEMES, AND OBSERVE HUMAN RELATIONS DAY AND 
GOLDEN CROSS SUNDAY. ITS EFFORTS ALSO EXTEND TO 
WORKING WITH THE CHILDREN'S FUND FOR CHRISTIAN 
MISSION. 

THE FEBRUARY ISSUE WILL INCLUDE A SPECIAL 16-PAGE 
SECTION ON THE PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES OF THIS 
UNIT. A MAJOR SEGMENT WILL SPOTLIGHT JURISDIC
TIONAL MISSION ACTIVITIES AND PROVIDE A SIGNIFI 
CANT OVERVIEW OF ITS MANY SERVICES AVAILABLE TO 
UNITED METHODISM . 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

NAME ---------------
(Please Print) 

-----------Zip-----

MAIL TO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK - Magazine Circulation 
Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45237 
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from those who were ki I led shortly after 
writ ing the letters . 

The letters are colored with the com
plete spectrum of emotions. Feelings of 
one moment seem humane and at another 
inhumane. The enemy is admired for 
perseverance and skills, especially the 
bu i ld ing of miles of tunnels in the jungle . 

The enemy is hated for guerri I la tactics 
and threat to democracy and freedom. 
Ki I Ii ng evoked d ifferent responses . One 
wr ites " To shoot and kill somebody, turn 
your head and walk away isn ' t bad , it 's 
watching him die that 's hard , harder than 
you could imagi ne and even harder when 
it's one of your own men" (p. 131 ). 
Another writes , " You 'd be surprised how 
similar killing is to hunting. I know I'm after 
ouls , but I get all excited when I see a VC, 

just like when I see a deer" (p. 94). 
Motivat ion for fighting varies from self

pre ervation , revenge for friends being 
kil led , defense of democracy, freedom and 
patriotic duty . Some express doubt about 
the involvement in the war. " I often 
wonder if what we' re fighting for is worth a 
human life" (p . 77) . Others strongly 
support the United States' involvement 
and bitterly resent the demonstrations and 
protests against the war. 

Refe rence to God and prayer fill many 
letters . Frequently, there is mention of 
thanksgiving to God fo r sparing life in a 
given situation. On the other hand , a letter 
from a chaplain to a mother whose son was 
killed answers the question why he was 
killed by saying it was the will of God. 

A common element in most of the letters 
is the strong feeling and emotional ties with 
buddies. Many were wounded or killed 
tryi ng to help a wounded friend or member 
of their unit. Revenge for these casualties 
was strong motivation for seeing and 
killing the enemy. 

Dear America presents the reader wi th 
" on the scene" accounts from those 
di rectly involved. This is not a book to 
defend or to condemn the United States 
invo lvement in the Vietnam War but 
provides insights both pro and con into the 
feelings of those personally involved. It 
challenges us to look beyond the imper
sona I strategies of war games to the very 
real and impressionable experiences of 
those on the front lines. Dear America 
does, indeed, present unique insights into 
the human psychological dimensions of 
war. 

Rurn A. D AUG HERTY 

Ruth A. Daugherty is the chairperson of 
the Commiss ion for the Study of Ministry, 
v ic e-c hairperson of United Methodist 
Communications and vice-president of 
United Board for Christian Higher Educa
tion in Asia . She received her Doctorate of 
H umanities from Albright College and 
Shenandoah College . 

About Missions BY DON STRUCHEN 

QU ESTION : Can you tell me what kind 
of mission work our church has in the 
United States? 

ANSWER: I think it is exciting to realize 
that as a denomination we are co ncerned 
about all people in every way they may 
hurt or have need . Therefore , we are in 
mission to children , youth , adults and 
older ad ults. We have concern for women 
and men . Prio rity mission activities center 
on programs and projects re lated to 
poverty, hunger, health care, economic 
development, child advocacy, and rac
ism. 

QUESTION : W hat are some of the ways 
we put handles on these phrases and 
words? 

ANSWER: The National Program Divi
sion has relationship with 70 Community 
Centers which se rve over one mill ion 
people annually in programs of child ca re , 
you th services, vocational training and 
economic and communi ty development. 
New efforts have recently been started in 
the Community Centers to begin hunger 
programs, refugee resettlement work and 
employment cou nseling . Community 
Centers provide shelters for the homeless, 
operate soup kitchens, and sponsor food 
pantries. 

Twenty-two residential child ca re agen
cies and schools are strategica lly placed to 
serve children who are without homes or 
who are wards of the state or who have 
special educational needs not being met 
by other systems. New programs of fami
ly-based care and outreach to single-par
ent families in crisis highlight the new 
trends in the residential child-care field . 

Nine re side nces fo r women rea c h 
women ex-offenders, victims of physical 
and emotional abuse, women and families 
with special handicapping condi tions , and 
young women in transition from family to 
independent living situat ions. 

D irect health care servi ces have been 
provided to otherw ise isolated communi
ties through Red Bird Hospi tal in Ken
tucky, Houchen-Newark Hospital in El 
Paso, Texas and Ryder Hospital in Puerto 
Rico. 

QUESTION : Is th is work in rural or 
urban areas? 

ANSW ER : Both . Church and Communi 
ty worke rs serve in rural and urban settings 

to assist churches and communities as they 
face problems and needs such as hunger, 
human rights and criminal justice. Service 
is given to cooperative parish ministries 
and leadership development of those who 
seek greater skills to serve the church in 
what might otherwise be neglected areas. 

QUESTION : Do we work with any 
minority groups? 

ANSWER: There is an Office of Ethnic 
and Language Ministries which relates to 
the missionary conferences in our coun
try-the Alaska M issionary Conference 
and Oklahoma Missionary Conference. 
We also relate to the Rio Grande Confer
ence and Puerto Rico Conference-both 
Hispan ic conferences. We also seek to 
provide se rvices to the black churches and 
Asian groups throughout our land . 

QUESTION : If one wanted to serve in 
mission work in this country, what options 
are there? 

ANSWER: This can be done in a va riety 
of ways. The U.S.-2 program is for young 
adults who have, completed thei r college 
work and would like to serve for two yea rs 
in some aspect of mission. They may be 
assigned to a ch urch , a college campus, a 
community center, school or hospital. 

Another possibility is to become a Home 
Missionary, a Deaconess, an Indigenous 
Community Developer or a Short Term 
Volunteer in Mission . All of these offer 
opportunities to serve in some way in 
mission work in the United States. 

QUESTION: How would I find out more 
about these forms of service? 

ANSWER: Write to the Mission Person
nel Resou rces Program Department, Room 
14 70 , 475 Riverside Drive , ew York, NY 
10115. Tell them what you are interested 
in . Ask questions. Request free descriptive 
leaflets . If serious about pursuing this , ask 
fo r an application blank to begin the 
process of becoming a missionary in the 
United States. 

THE AUTHOR is Secretary for Conference 
Relations of the General Board of Globa! 
M inistries . Readers are invited to pose questions 
about missions. If you address letters to Dr. 
Donald E. Struchen , Room 1405, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York , N .Y. 10115, we' ll attempt to 
answer them in future issues of EW W ORLD 

O UTLOOK . 
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Dr. Grier, center, with mothers and ch ildren of the conference. 

WHO WILL GO? 
Dr. Marian Grier is a United Methodist missionary from the North 

Georgia Conference working in Liberia. She is part of the Emerging 
Personnel Needs program of the World Program Division . 

Dr. Grier is on the faculty of the Gbarnga School of Theology where she 
teaches philosophy, advanced Christian ethics and church and society 
courses . She has a holistic approach to being a Christian . Her backg ro und 
includes extensive training in educational psychology , early childhood 
education and nursing . She utilizes these skills in her teaching of Health at 
the Sigrun Sundar Home Arts School. 

When Dr. Grier conducts workshops across the conference for pastors ' 
wives and other women of the community, she brings needed information 
on nutrition , breast feeding and the reproductive system. She also finds 
the women responsive to her emphases on self-awareness and the 
integration of body, mind and spirit. 

Emerging Needs 
Churches in many areas are asking for more missionaries like Dr. Grier. 

The Advance now seeks to raise six million dollars each year to maintain 
the present level of support for personnel on assignment. An additional two 
million will provide for 30 more persons to be sent for three years ' service . 
High priority requests from the national churches are for theolog ical 
professors , physicians , nurses, pastoral couples , high school teachers 
and pilots . 

Your gifts of any amount can help the General Board of Global Ministries 
find and send dedicated and highly-qualified persons to serve in 
partnership with Christians in other countries . 

Designate your gifts to Emerging Personnel Needs: 008986-5 H-F. 

For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through your local 
church treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded to : Advance GCFA, General Board of 
Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1439, New York, NY 1011 5. 

WORLD PROGRAM DIVISION 
.___ ___ General Board of Global Ministries 



Media 

'Catch the Spirit' 

by ROGER BU RGESS 

Our denomination embarks on a 
new media journey this year. For the 
first ti me in its history, The United 
Methodist Chu rch wil l have a com
prehensive public med ia campaign, 
incl udi ng a weekly television series. 
Called " Catch the Spiri t," thi s cam
paign will provide resources and 
support for the min istry and mi ss ion of 
local churches. Un ited Methodi st 
Communications is planning and im
plementi ng the " Catch the Spirit" 
effort on beha If of the denomination . It 
is supported by the Television I Tele
commun ications fund voted by the 
1984 General Conference. 

The " Catch the Spirit" med ia cam
paign will use a posi t ive approach to 
share wi th members of our denomina
tion and wi th the general public a true 
picture of what United Methodists are 
doi ng in the name of Jesus Christ at the 
local , national and worldwide levels 
of the church. 

This unique opportun ity for the 
denomination to tell its own story on a 
consistent and regular bas is wi 11 be 
vi sible to Uni ted Method ists through 
two major efforts: (1 ) a weekly televi
sion program, and (2) an action plan 
and media resou rces to enable loca l 
churches to carry out " Catch the 
Spirit" campaigns in thei r loca l com
munities . 

Begi nn ing the first week of January, 
1986, United Methodist Communica
tions began producing and distributing 
a 30-minute television series in a 
magazine format, to be seen national
ly over at least four cable networks: the 
CBN Cable Network, based in Nor
fo lk, Va., the fourth largest cable 
network in the United States with over 
30 mi ll ion subscribers nationa ll y; 
American Christian Television System 
(ACTS), the Southern Baptist Network 
based in Ft. Worth , Texas, which can 

be seen in 31 states, by 9.4 million 
person s; Alternate V iew Netw ork 
(AVN), Shreveport, La ., operated by 
First Un ited Methodist Church, and ; 
Bl ack Entertainment Television (BET), 
Washington, DC, the nation 's first and 
on ly Black cable network. BET has 
over 10 million subscribers. In addi
tion, " Catch the Spirit" wi ll be aired 
on selected televis ion stations and 
cable systems. 

Th is television series w i 11 use the 
power of the television medium to 
focus on United Methodists as people 
in mission and ministry. By sharing the 
good news of specific ways The 
Un ited Methodist Church is at work, 
the program will help our members 
know more about who we are and 
what we are doing in the world . While 
the tone of the program will be upbeat 
and positive, we will not avoid con
troversial subjects of interest to United 
Methodists and the larger commun ity. 
Each broadcast will include a discus
sion segment which will examine the 
many sides of a current issue. 

Field-produced segments w ill cover 
a wide variety of activities through 
which United Methodists minister to 
their communit ies. We w ill visit a 
truck-stop mini stry, a singles ministry, 
a deaf ministry and literally hundreds 

about the ministries of the denomina
tion, they will want to invite others in 
the community to watch the program 
and to partic ipate in their local con
gregation . Members of local churches 
are the key to the success of the " Catch 
the Spirit" campaign . 

Even in those communities which 
do not have access to the television 
program at thi s time, the use of the 
media action plan and resources w ill 
help local churches develop new ways 
to reach out to the millions of persons 
in our country who think of themselves 
as Christians but who do not go to 
church . 

Catch the Spirit w i 11 provide strong 
interpretive support for the denomina
tion 's mission program. The program 
frequently will highlight mission acti
vities, as seen from the perspective of 
the persons involved in missions. 
Through this personal ized interpreta
tion, we expect to heighten our 
awareness of the work of God's people 
in the world through the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church . 

United Methodists have already 
experienced the power of televi sion in 
support of the work of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. In late 
1984, United Methodist Communica-

1The program frequently will highlight mis
sion activities, as seen from the perspective 
of the persons involved in missions. ' 

of other United Methodists in mission, 
through these field-produced seg
ments. 

The " Catch the Spirit" television 
program and the local church media 
campaign w ill be important tool s in 
the evangeli stic outreach of The Unit
ed Methodist Church . The Bi shops' 
Committee on Church Growth has 
adopted the " Catch the Spirit" theme, 
symbol and logotype as it leads an 
effort to reverse the membership de
cline of our denomination. 

In the ideal situation, the locall y
sponsored media campaign and the 
television series w ill be used together 
to support the local church 's effort to 
tell its story of ministry and mission. 
The use of med ia resources, such as 
radio and television spots, newspaper 
adverti sements, bi 11 board s, posters 
and bu I leti n covers w ith the " Catch 
the Spirit" theme, w ill reinforce and 
loca lize the posi t ive image commun i
cated through the national televi sion 
program . As members of loca l United 
Method ist congregations learn more 

tions produced and distributed 30-sec
ond and 60-second spots on the 
African Hunger Crisis and distributed 
them to 800 commercial television 
stations, asking station managers to 
run the spots as a public service. We 
know that at least 200 stations used the 
spots, and we know the results were 
astounding. 

Finall y, " Catch the Spirit" offers the 
viewing publ ic a positive alternative to 
the distorted picture of humanity so 
often portrayed through television . 
Christians have become increasi ngly 
concerned about the effects of the 
proliferation of violence and sexual 
v iolence com ing into our li vi ng 
rooms. A televised w itness by The 
United Methodi st Church through 
" Catch the Spirit" wi 11 give the com
munity another perspective on life, 
one wh ich views the world through 
the eyes of faith . 

Roger Burgess is General Secretary of 
United Method ist Communications. 
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Put Your Money 
Where Your Faith Is 

When you buy an· Individual 
Retirement Account through 
the United Methodist Devel
opment Fund, you build 
for your own retirement 
and receive 9.53* in-
terest (effective an-
nual yield 9. 733) 
while saving on 
your taxes. 

A glance at the 
chart below will 
show what pru
dent retirement 
planning with an 
IRA through 
UMDF will do for 
you. 

At the same time there's a 
double benefit. Your invest

ment makes possible low
i n t ere st loans to build 

churches. Your invest
ment is a ''statement of 

faith" in a growing 
future for United 

Methodism. Write 
or phone collect 
(212-870-3856 ) 
for more infor
mation today. 

UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 

HOW YOUR IRA WILL GROW: 
Total Deposit and Interest at Age 65 

Married with Spouse 
Start Single Not Employed Employed 

Age $2,000/yr. $2,250/yr. $4,000/yr. 
30 $533,147 $599,790 $1 ,066,294 
35 327,204 368,105 654,409 
40 197,723 222,439 395,447 
45 116,316 130,855 232,631 
50 65,133 73,274 130,265 
55 32,953 37,072 65,906 
60 12,721 14,311 25,441 

Note: Interest compounded semi-annually at 9.5% based on deposit made at 
beginning of period . 

UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 320, C1 
New York, NY 10115 

NAME ___________ ~ 

ADDRESS _ _________ _ 

CITY ____________ _ 

STATE ___________ _ 

ZIP _ _ __________ _ 

Phone Number _________ _ 

The offering is made by Prospectus only, limited to states where the fund is 
exempt or reg istered. Call collect or write for a free Prospectus and further 
information. (Phone 21 2-870-3856.) 



A Vietnamese refugee holding her sick child, pleads to be able to land in Thailand. Right, they are pictured six 
months later after resettlement in Florida. 

LOVE THAT TRANSFORMS 
Millions of refugees like this mother and daughter are waiting in camps 

around the world for a chance to begin life anew. They are from Ethiopia, 
Afghanistan , Iran, Poland, Kampuchea, Vietnam and other countries. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief seeks caring sponsors for 
refugees. United Methodist congregations through the years have 
reached out to welcome the stranger. Today more churches are urgently 
needed to provide refugee sponsorship. Will you join us in this ministry 
that transforms? 

If your church is willing to serve as a sponsor, please write to Ms. Lilia 
V. Fernandez, Secretary for Refugee Concerns, United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1374, New York, NY 10115. 

UMCDR UNITED METHODIST 
COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
General Board of Global Ministries 


