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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments In Christian Ml881on 

October, 1983 

Church Reaction to Korean Airline. UM Bishop James Armstrong, who is President of 
the National Council of Churches, and NCC general secretary Claire Randall sent 
telegrams to Christian leaders in the Soviet Union and Korea calling the Soviet 
destruction of the Korean Air Lines Flight 007 a "violation of international 
agreement and moral standards." The NCC leaders called on Christians in the Soviet 
Union to pray for the bereaved families in the United States and elsewhere and said 
they were "profoundly distressed and saddened by the Soviet military action." 
Bishop Armstrong explained that the telegrams were sent to church leaders in the 
Soviet Union because "Governments of the world and agencies of the United Nations 
are addressing leaders of the Soviet Union. We felt it wise to address the churches 
there. It is the function of the church to represent the Gospel of Jesus and to 
inform the conscience of a people. To the degree that this is possible within the 
Soviet system, we pray that Christians will seize the initiative and be faithful to 
their witness. 11 

•••• The World Council of Churches, headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland, sent a telegram to churches in Korea (see editorials) expressing its 
"shock at the destruction of a Korean airliner" and ca 11 i ng for an independent 
investigation by "competent bodies in order to bring to light all the facts and the 
consequences to be drawn from them by the international community." The World 
Council telegram omitted mentioning the Soviet Union by name and thus far no 
telegrams have been sent directly by the World Council to the Soviets ••• ;Bishop 
Wilbur W. Y. Choy of San Francisco, who is president of the UM Council of Bishops, 
said he-shared the reaction of the .American people at this kind of action "which 
seems pretty extreme in times like this. 11 

•••• St. John's UMC in Lexington, Mass. 
organized a candlelight procession and memorial serv ice on Boston Common September 
5 in memory of the victims. More than 750 people took part ••.• Two members of the 
Korean Community Church of New Jersey, a United Methodist Church in Leonia, were on 
the ill-fated plane. They were Dr. Lim Jong-Jin, who chaired the church's board of 
trustees and was a biophysicist at Columbia University, and his brother, Lim Jong 
Chul. The pastor of the church, the Rev. Hae Jong Kim, who is also a director of 
the General Board of Global Ministries, gave a eulogy at a Memorial Service 
September 7 at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza opposite the United Nations •••••• Another 
rally attracting several hundred Korean .Americans was held at Glen Cove, Long 
Island, site of a Soviet diplomatic residence, and was led by the Rev. Paul S. Kim 
of Woodmere-Lawrence UMC and the Rev. John S. Park of Great Neck Korean UMC."""'After 
the rally, about 70 angry Korean Americans bro"'l<'e<fown the iron gates of the Soviet 
residence and swarmed into the grounds •..•• The National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops condemned the Soviet action as "an act of murder" and said the incident 
illumines the "danger and fragility" of international relations today •••• In a New 
Year's (Rosh HaShanah) message, the American Jewish Congress said "the massacre of 
innocent victims, brutally shot out of the sky, reminds us once again that this 
Soviet regime is entirely unfettered by moral or humanitarian considerations. " 



Deaths. The Rev. Vernon.!:_:_ Farnham, who was an evangelistic missionary in the Hunan 
Province of Ch i na for 26 years for the f ormer Evangelical United Brethren Church 
and later served as regional secretary for the EUB Division of World Mission, died 
August 1 at Wesley Gardens, Des Moines, Washington. He was 85 ..•• Genevia S. 
Greenlee, a retired home missionary with 16 years service at Tampa UM Centers, died 
August 15 in Florida. She was 76 .•.• Avis Wallace, a retired deaconess with 40 years 
service in the US, died August 8 in Asheville, N.C. She was 87 .•.• The Rev. Gonzalo 
Baez-Camareo, a Mexican writer, translator, Christian educator and ecumenist, died 
~exico ity August 31. He was 84. A Methodist minister, he prepared the first 
Protestant Sunday School curriculum to originate in Spanish. Since 1929 he had 
written a weekly column for the venerable Mexico City daily Excelsior. This came to 
more than 10,000 columns on political, social, international as well as religious 
topics. He was also a long-time correspondent for the Christian Century. He played 
a leading role in preparing the Bible in Spanish, known as Dias Habla Ho~ • 
••.• Ethel Miller Houser, a retired missionary who began service in the P ilippines 
in 1924 and the mother of Rev. George M. Houser, longtime head of the American 
Committee on Africa, died in September in Boulder, Colo. She was 97 •.•. 0dette 
Oliviera Barbieri, wife of retired Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Argentina, died 
July 24. She was 84 .••. Robert L. Sands, retired communications director of the Iowa 
and Illinois Areas of the UMC,"Cfied Sept. 1 in West Des Moines, Iowa, from a heart 
att~ck •••• Rev. Setareki Tuilovoni, former president of the Methodist Church in Fiji 
and former secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches, died in August in 
Sydney, Australia. He was 66. ' 

Personalia. Ralph f.:_ Young, a Canadian and a specialist in ecumenical lay and 
emergency aid activities, has been named secretary in the Geneva, Switzerland 
office of the World Methodist Council, succeeding the late Frank Northam. The 
Geneva office operates on a part-time basis to provide a Methodist presence at the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. Recently, Mr. Young helped coordinate shipments of $11 
million of material aid given through World Council of Churches cooperative 
agencies to people in Poland .••. Janice Love, of Columbia, S.C., one of five UMs on 
the 145-member Central Corrmittee of the World Council of Churches, has been named 
to its executive committee. The new moderator of the Central Committee is Heinz 
Joachim Held, a West German theologian who heads the foreign office of the 
Evangelicar-Church in that country .•.• Rev. Eugene L. Stockwell, a former UM 
missionary and mission executive who has directed tne Division of Overseas Ministry 
of the NCCCUSA since 1972, has been named director of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches beginning Jan. 1. He 
succeeds Uruguyuan Methodist Emilio Castro .••• Rev. John Deschner, UM theologian 
teach i ng at the Perkins School of Theology, Dallas, Tex., has been elected 
moderator of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches ..•• Josephine Goold Harris, executive secretary for leadership development 
of the Women ' s Division, GBGM, has been elected to become an associate general 
secretary of that board, heading the new Mission Personnel Resources Program 
Department responsible for missionary personnel, Crusade Scholars and short-term 
volunteers. Confirmed in a mail ballot, she began her new job on Sept. 15. 

Cuba. For the first time in 25 years of Communist control of Cuba the Methodist 
presence in the country has been recognized publicly by the state-run media. In a 
front-page article, the official newspaper Gramma mentioned the centennial of the 
Methodist Church of Cuba. Also, Bishop Federico~ Pagura of Argentina, who is 
president of the Methodist bishops of Latin America, read a statement at a 



nationally televised press conference. It said: 11 As Christians, we are committed to 
the task of destroying the barriers of prejudice, lack of communication and hate, 
and of serving as instruments for building a lasting peace founded on truth, 
justice and freedom. 11 Bishop Armando Rodriguez, head of the Cuban Methodist Church, 
noted that the two Cubans who went from Florida one hundred years ago to start work 
on behalf of Methodism were part of the independence movement led by Jose Marti, 
which freed the country from Spanish rule. 

Meetings. Over 600 people representing 14 different denominations participated in 
this year's Pacific Southwest Conference on World Christian Mission at the Asilomar 
Conference Grounds marking 70 years of ecumenical mission conferences at the same 
site. The two mission study themes, "Central Africa" and 11 The World's Uprooted", 
were the focus of the conference. Marvel Walter, a UM from El Cerrito, CA., is 
president of the Conference, the first woman to have that position ••.•• Over 1200 
youth delegates from 48 countries spent 8 days in the Bahamas at the International 
Christian Youth Conference sponsored by the World Methodist Council. One of the 
speakers was Jusuf Roni Paul, a former Muslim from Indonesia who is now a Methodist 
evangelist. A closing message of the conference said in part that 11 God created and 
sustains the world in love, Jesus Christ is Lord of the world and the church, and 
God continues to call the church to its task of liberation and reconciliation •••• " 

Drought. Iowa is suffering through the worst drought since 1936 but this summer 
United Methodists in that state raised more than $100,000 to aid victims of drought 
in Africa. In response to an appeal by Bishop Wayne K. Clymer, "Operation Corn 
Meal 11 reached its goal in two weeks with only 50 percent of the churches reporting. 

Chile. Members of the faculty, staff and student body of the 18-year old 
Evangelical Theological Community in Santiago, which trains ministers for a number 
of Protestant churches, have urged President Augusto Pinochet to grant freedom of 
expression and assembly to all sectors of society. The seminary is headed by the 
Rev. Hellmut Gnadt, a Chilean Methodist who was educated at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York on a Crusade Scholarship. Other Methodist faculty include the 
Rev. and Mrs. Raymond A. Valenzuela, World Division missionaries, librarian Jane 
Mil 1 er, a 1 so a missionary, and Professors Arturo Chacon and Dago be rt -
Ramirez •.•• Anti-government protests in Chile took the lives of 24 people. The 
government blamed leftist extremists and the opposition condemned the use of army 
and air force personnel to back up the police. August marked the 10th anniversary 
of the overthrow (with the help of the American CIA) of the elected government of 
Salvador Allende by the army. 

Uruguay. The Rev. Ademar Olivera, a Methodist pastor in Montevideo, Uruguay, has 
joined two Jesuit priests 1n a fast at the Roman Catholic Justice and Peace 
headquarters to call attention to the country's political crisis and the need for a 
return to democracy. Two officials of the U.S. National Council of Churches' 
Division of Overseas Ministries, Or. Eugene Stockwell and the Rev. Paul McCleary , 
who are both former Methodist missionaries in Latin America, have sent telegrams to 
Uruguayan President Gergorio Alvarez in sympathy with the fasts and pleading for a 
return to complete democracy in the tiny country. 



Rel i gious News Service. The Dallas-based weekly United Methodist Reporter is 
currently negotiating to take over the financially ailing Religious News Service, a 
five-days-a-week press service in New York. It has been published under the 
auspices of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. Spurgeon ~ Dunnam l!lL 
the Reporter's editor and general manager, says "the assumP,tion we're working on is 
that RNS wi 1 I be an entity owned and operated in relationship to the Reporter." 
Gerald Renner, RNS editor and director, told United Methodist News Service that 
11 RNS is looking for a sponsor and the Reporter is our hottest prospect. It is the 
only religious publication in America which is making money. 11 

Red Bird Mission. A new school and a new wing on Red Bird Hospital were dedicated 
on Sept. 4. The school had been destroyed by fire three years ago; after operating 
in temporary quarters, it opened in the new building in August with over 400 
students. The hospital wing will house offices, a laboratory, an expanded clinic 
and other facilities. Located in Beverly, Ky., Red Bird Mission is part of the Red 
Bird Missionary Conference and serves the Appalachian people of southeastern 
Kentucky. Bishop Paul Duffey, of the Louisville Area, noted the buildings which 
cost $3.5 million dollars, are debt-free. 

National Seminar. Some 300 Uniteq Methodist Women leaders met in Chico, Cal., 
August 12-19, at their quadrennial National Seminar to examine "Economics and the 
Faith Community." The meeting produced no message, no findings, no resolutions but 
emphasis was placed on conference and jurisdiction followup. In addition to six 
major plenary speakers, the seminar featured 50 workshops and 25 community groups 
as well as a day devoted to personal finances. 

Philippines.The National Council of Churches in the Philippines was among groups 
cal ling for 11 an impartial and thorough investigatio~·· of the murder of Senator 
Benigno Aquino at Manila airport on his return to the nation. Signed by General 
Secretary Laverne D. Mercado, the statement condemmed "the treacherous killing" but 
said that "retaliation, or another act of violence, is not our hope •.•. Let us 
pledge to work for unity and reconciliation founded on freedo~ and justice.~ •••• In 
a related development, the Panel on International Affairs of the United Methodist 
Church sent a telegram to President Ronald Reagan deploring the "tragic political 
murder" of Aquino, asking him to press for an independent international commission 
to investigate the crime and to cancel his proposed visit . to the Philippines in 
November. The telegram was signed by Bishop Jesse R. Dewitt, president of GBGM, and 
Bishop Leroy C. Hodapp, president of the General Board of Church and Society, the 
two agencies which set up the Panel. 

Decline in Northeast. A study undertaken by the Alban Institute, a religious think 
tank in i:lashington, D.C., has discovered "startling declines in mainline church 
members and finances" during the 1970s in the northeast section of the U.S. The 
five denominations surveyed were the Lutheran Church in America, the Episcopal 
Church, the United Church of Christ, the United Methodist Church, and the United 
Presbyterian Church. Membership losses ranged as high as almost 30% for 
Presbyterians. Although actual dollars given rose during the period, purchasing 
power declined. This was particularly true for money given for work beyond the 
congregation, reaching a peak drop of 49% among the Lutherans. UMC losses were 15% 
in membership; 35% in outreach giving. 
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[() EDITORIALSCIJ 
OUR MISSION IN AFRICA 

The United Method ist Church has 
been in mission in Afr ica for a hundred 
and fifty years . It was there, in Liberia 
in 1833, that the overseas work of the 
General Board of Global Ministrie~ 
and its predecessor agencies first took 
root. What began in that momentous 
year has since spread to more than 
ninety countries around the world . 

During this century and a half of 
being in mission in Africa , United 
Methodist missionaries labored dili
gentl y to communicate the Good 
News to people who had never heard 
it. They ministered to the sick, taught 
the untaught, and trained men and 
women to become the kind of persons 
their countries would need . Our mis
sionaries then were evangelists, phys
icians and surgeons, teachers, ac
countants, nurses, journalists, and 
even tool-and-die niakers-some of 
the very same kl nd of persons in 
mission that are being sought today. 

The contributions of our mission
aries, and of missionaries of other 
denominations and churches as well, 
have played a major role in the 
transformation and development of 
Africa . They began much of what we 
see in Africa today: The most rapid 
growth of Christianity anywhere in the 
world. 

However, the work and services 
performed by rr1 issionaries never 
wou Id have been so effective had it not 
been for at least two other significant 
factors . One, the unselfish support our 
missionaries received throughout all 
of those years; it is clear that there 
would not have been a mission in 
Africa or in any other country for that 
matter had it not been for the dedicat
ed support of millions of persons who 
made it possible for their church to be 
in mission in a world that needed 
desperately to hear the Good News. 

The other factor, and one perhaps 
even more significant, was the early 
receptivity to the Gospel by mi 11 ions of 
Africans who came to regard Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. The result of 
these and other factors , such as the 
emergence of African church leaders 
who assumed responsibilities once 
only held by missionaries, is the 
widespread belief that by the year 
2000 there will be more Christians in 

Africa than anywhere el se on earth . 
Tragicall y, though , the achieve

ments of the past have not caught up 
with the needs and demands of Africa 
today. As almost all of the writers of 
this special issue on Central Africa 
point out, there remain a glut of 
bonecrushing problems that are 
wracking not only the 26 countries that 
comprise this churchwide mission 
study but al I of the rest of Africa as 
well. Africa's economic woes are 
gigantic, and there is a continent-wide 
struggle against hunger and famine . 
There are human rights violations of 
enormous proportions, and corruption 
is widespread . Of some ten million 
refugees in the world today, about 2. 5 
million of them are scattered over a 
dozen countries in Africa . 

Another problem, of course, is 
racism, as evidenced particularly by 
the insidious system of Apartheid 
practiced by the white minority in 
South Africa,. and one that has drawn 
numerous warnings of d isaster from 
those who see entrenched racial in
justice provoking a greater turn to 
violence. 

Missions in Africa in the rest of the 
eighties and beyond will be shaped 
largely by how these, and perhaps 
some more churchly problems, are 
resolved. And how soon . 

TRAGEDY AND CATASTROPHE 

If there was any doubt that humanity 
and human society are still in the grip 
of original si n, events of recent weeks 
should have dispelled it. The shocking 
political murder of opposition leader 
Benigno Aquino as he returned to the 
Philippines, the resurgence of the 
fratricidal hatreds of Lebanon , and 
most of all the shooting down by the 
Soviets of a Korean civi I ian air Ii ner 
with 269 people on board remind us 
once again of what a dangerous world 
we live in. 

The attack on the airliner has 
aroused the most fear and anger. The 
World Council of Churches put it 
succinctly: " We are appalled at the 
blatant violation and abuse of basic 
accepted international agreements 
guaranteeing safety of civilian air 
traffic ." In an age of universal air 
travel , such an incident strikes at all 
the rules we think of as making 

international society possi ble. 
This attitude has been intensified by 

the Soviet Union's attempts to justify 
itself. There is much that is not yet 
known about the incident and the U .S. 
government has not helped its case by 
belated additions and corrections to its 
original version. Still , it cannot be too 
strongl y stressed that even if it were 
proved that the Korean plane deli ber
ately entered Soviet air space, there is 
no excuse for shooting down an 
unarmed ci vi lian aircraft. (The only 
possible rationale would be that the 
whole thing was a mistake. This 
implies such ignorance or incompe
tence that the Russians reject this 
explanation .) The entire episode has 
exposed to world view the most 
unpleasant and rigid characteristics of 
the Soviet regime and this has raised 
the pitch of anger even higher. 

The Reagan Administration has 
rightl y realized that the attack is hardly 
worth the risk of World War Ill. It has 
thus been left with a combination of 
harsh rhetoric and comparatively mild 
reprisals. This is a wise choice, even if 
it does subject President Reagan to the 
scorn of his political allies on the right. 
Reality is finally more important than 
politics. We hope that this realization 
will lead the administration to temper 
its rhetoric, which over a period of 
time will seem increasingly shrill. The 
facts are horrible enough to stand on 
their own . 

What is less defensible in the 
Reagan Administration 's response to 
this tragedy is the attempt to use it to 
push some of its more controversial 
arms proposals such as the MX missi le, 
the deployment of Pershing missi les in 
Europe, and the development of new 
stocks of chemical weapons. The 
arguments for any of these weapons 
are not improved by the Korean airline 
incident. In· fact, reminder of what a 
tinder box the world had become and 
how jumpy and defensive the Soviets 
really are should lead to a sober 
reassessment of " first strike" and 
destabilizing weapon systems . To 
quote the World Council again : " This 
tragedy demonstrates the disastrous 
human consequences produced by 
national policies of confrontation and 
the urgent need to reduce tension in 
the North East Asia region. " 

We would expand that need to the 
whole world . There is no need to 
minimize this atrocity or to excuse the 
Soviets. Even less is there need to 
exploit this incident and step up the 
arms race . That would be to take a 
tragedy and turn it into a catastrophe. 

I 



ZAIRE 
HOW POVERTY IN 
THE MIDST OF PLENTY 
CHALLENGES UNITED 
ST ATES POLICY 
Henry F. Jackson 
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Several years ago Zairian President 
Sese Seko Mobutu designated 

1980 as the date when his mineral
rich country would finally escape from 
the ranks of the world 's poor nations 
by beginning what his regime had 
confidently forecast as Zaire's " take 
off" into economic modernization. 
Instead, Zaire has slid deeper into 
poverty-clearly visible in the coun
try's widespread unemployment, an 
inflation rate hovering near 100 per
cent, and a national economy on the 
brink of bankruptcy. Among Zairians 
this bitter reality is summed up by a 
popular saying that the value of Zaire's 
national currency (the Zaire), which 
used to amount to two dollars, is now 
worth two bananas. 

Zaire's current economic situation 
is more acute than past crises. The 
country' s foreign debt has risen to 
almost $4 billion, which though small 
when compared to that of Brazil , is 
high in relation to Zaire's own shrink
ing GNP. Unemployment is higher 
than it was when Zaire gained inde
pendence from Belgium in 1960. 
Meanwhile, the population, now esti
mated at 30 million, has more than 
doubled . Self-sufficient in agricultural 
output when Mobutu seized power by 
a military coup in 1965, Zaire now 
sustains its population only by import
ing food, nearly half of which comes 
from apartheid South Africa . 

The painful irony in Zaire's econom
ic plight is that poverty exists side by 
side with the country's enormous 
wealth in natural resources. Zaire is 
the world ' s sixth largest producer of 
copper, the biggest producer of cobalt 
and industrial diamonds, and the tenth 
biggest producer of zinc . Gold is 
among several other minerals in which 
Zaire is richly endowed. One strategic 
region , Zaire's Shaba Province, proc
duces between one-half and two
thirds of the world 's supply of cobalt, a 
netessary element in jet aircraft pro
duction . A single mine in Shaba, the 
former Katanga region in southeastern 
Zaire, has been the source of cobalt 
supplied to the United States. Every 
year almost 100 percent of America's 
cobalt needs must be imported . 

Petroleum, recentl y discovered and 
now in the early phases of exploration 
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and production, has been added to 
Zaire ' s cornucopia of natural re
sources. Zaire possesses about one
fifth of the world ' s hydroelectrical 
capacity, or an abundant reservoir of 
inexpensive hydroelectric power that 
conceivably could convert the African 
heartland into an African breadbasket. 

Poverty and Corruption 

No factor seems more responsible 
for Zaire' s poverty than corruption in 
high places. This refers not only to 
President Mobutu, but also to his 
partners in government and business 
known as the " presidential family ." 
Official corruption now pervades 
every aspect of Zairian political life. 
Mobutu himself has accumulated a 
personal fortune in his rise from 
military chief at Zaire's independence 
in 1960 to supreme national leader by 
1965, and ultimately to his current 
status as one of the richest men in the 
world. Much of his wealth derives 
from funds that he has skimmed from 
U.S. economic assistance : on his own 
authority, and with no governmental 
restrictions of any kind, Mobutu has 
retained personal control of 12 to 20 
percent of Zaire's operating budget 
and 30 percent of its capital expendi
tures . Some of the properties that have 
been cited among Mobutu 's opulence 
are five chateaux and seven other 
holdings in Belgium, together with 
private homes in Paris, Switzerland , 
Italy,· Senegal, the Ivory Coast and 
Chad. 

Mobutu ' s personal fortune stashed 
away in Swiss banks has been esti
mated at nearly $4 billion, or an 
amount that is equal to Zaire' s national 
foreign debt. 

Under Mobutu , a regime of his 
personal rule has precluded the devel
opment of democratic institutions. 
Through his control of the military, he 
has ruled with dictatorial powers, 
brooking no dissent and governing as a 
majority of one in his self-proclaimed 
role as Zaire's " supreme guide." This 
personal dictatorship is reinforced by 
collusion from the country's business 
and political elites, especially those 
serving in government as cabinet 
officers. It is this system of power that 

" Mobutu's 
personal fortune 
stashed away 
in Swiss banks 
has been 
estimated 
at $4 billion . .. " 

has systematically prevented the 
emergence of potential successors to 
Mobutu during the past twenty years. 

Corruption within Mobutu's entou
rage comprising the " presidential fam
ily" has been no less extravagant. 
Examples abound : a regional commis
sioner of Shaba grossed $100,000 
monthly in 1975, although his official 
saiary amounted to only 2 percent of 
that amount; army generals profited by 
selling civilians gasoline allocated for 
army vehicles . Most incredibly, a 
former Minister of Culture auctioned 
off as his personal property treasures 
that he had purloined from the Na
tional Museum . Instead of investing in 
public sectors essential to the liveli
hood of the whole population , such as 
agriculture, Mobutu has committed 
vast expenditures on the army, which 
in turn has maintained his domination 
over Zaire's precarious and corrupt 
political system. 

The econom ic crisis in Zaire attrib
utable to the official corruption has 
been further documented in a recent 
study of Erwin Blumenthal , a former 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
expert who was also director of the 
Zaire Central Bank during 1978 and 
1979. The paramount obstacle to the 
country' s economic development, ac
cording to Blumenthal's report, is " the 
corruption of the team in power." The 
revenues from Gecamines, Zaire's 
largest mining enterprise, were said to 
be channeled directly into Mobutu' s 
private coffers . Blumenthal also warns 
that Sozacom, the agency with exclu
sive responsibility for selling Zairian 
minerals, " makes no distinction be
tween state expenditure and personal 
requirements" of the president and his 
family . Mobutu , meanwhile, bartered 
Zairian copper for French helicopters, 
Italian combat planes and Chinese 
armaments. 

Nguza Karl-I-Bond , the Zairian 
prime minister until he broke with 
Mobutu and escaped to Belgium two 

years ago, alleges that Mobutu ' s per
sonal fortune was amassed from the 
Central Bank and from business deals, 
including the sales of Zairian minerals 
as copper, cobalt, and diamonds. 

Mobutu and Washington 

A most peculiar pattern of relations 
has evolved between Mobutu and the 
United States. On the one hand, Zaire 
became economically and militarily 
dependent on American assistance 
afterthe United States began to replace 
Belgium as Zaire's principal foreign 
partner during the 1960's. On the 
other hand, the United States grew 
increasingly dependent on Mobutu to 
protect American interests in his coun
try. The relationship has enabled 
American policymakers to convert 
Zaire into a client state, but this 
advantage was won at the expense of 
enabling Mobutu, a skillful politician, 
to influence and manipulate U.S. 
leaders to his advantage. 

The objectives of U.S. policy in 
Africa sometimes coincide with those 
of Mobutu. A case in point is the 
Reagan Administration ' s backing for 
the regime in Chad headed by Presi
dent Hissene Habre. The United States 
is seeking to thwart Chadian insurgents 
suppo ed by Libya, the Administra
tion 's archenemy in North Africa, and 
a multi-billion dollar purchaser of 
Soviet weapons . Washington has 
pledged $25 million in aid and sup
plies to bolster Habre in his war against 
the insurgents . Mobutu, in turn , sent 
1 ,800 Zairian troops and six airplanes, 
to Chad by August 1983 to reinforce 
Habre's government, being motivated 
both by the fact that Libyan leader 
Muammar Qaddaffi had denounced 
him for resuming diplomatic relations 
with Israel , and especially by his desire 
to always show himself useful to the 
West, particularly to the United States. 

Americans concerned with the eth
ics and morality of U .S. foreign po licy 
have naturally been critical of the 
corruption in Zaire . Of equal concern 
has been the Mobutu regime's severe 
human rights violations regularly do
cumented by Amnesty International , 
which reported over 200 persons 
arrested in 1982 alone because they 
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were suspected of politica l opposi
tion. It was Mobutu 's record of cor
ruption and human rights violat ions 
that contributed to the recent decision 
by the House Foreign Affairs subcom
mittee on Africa to cut the Administra
tion 's request for economic and mili
tary aid to Zaire in 1983 and 1984. 

The Congressional subcommittee 
approved $4 million in military aid for 
both 1 983 and 1 984 instead of the $1 2 
mill ion and $10 million the Admini s
tration had sought for the two years 
respectively. The Administration 's re
quest to add $7 million in economic 
aid in 1983 and $10 million in 1984 
was also turned down . When Mobutu 
visited Washington in August 1983, he 
met President Reagan, Secretary of 
State George Shultz and other Admin
istration officials in a personal lobby to 
extract an increase in U.S. assistance, 
especially military aid in view of 
Zaire's involvement on the side of the 
Administration 's policy in Chad . 

Despite the excesses of Mobutu 's 
dictatorship, every U .S. administra
tion from Kennedy to Reagan has been 
uniquely supportive of Mobutu . Eco
nomic , strategic , and ideological 
stakes are the causes of Washington's 
close al ignment of nearly two decades 
with Mobutu . Zaire's mineral re
sources, of course, are at the root of 
U .S. economic interests. Strategically, 
Zaire's location in the center of the 
African continent, with borders abut
ting the frontiers of nine other coun
tries-Angola, Congo, Central African 
Republic, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi , Tanzania, and Zambia
offers the United States a pivot from 
which to expand American influence 
into the African heartland . 

The cold war competition between 
Washington and Moscow has added 
an ideological dimension motivating 
the United State to retain Zaire in the 
Western camp at all cost. This cold 
war interest has had sharper influence 
under the fierce anti-Soviet policies of 
the Reagan Administration, which , 
like previous administrations , has 
clung to Mobutu in the belief that 
abandoning him would lead to the 
kind of civil chaos that afflicted Zaire 
at the time of its independence, and 
which could let in Soviet influence. 

New Alliance with Israel 

Mobutu's new military alliance with 
Israel has deepened Washington's 
interest in Zaire . As a result, of the 
Za ire-Israel Defence Cooperation 

Agreement signed by Mobutu and 
Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon 
in January 1983, Israel is committed to 
restructure, train , and equip major 
divisi ons of Zaire' s 20,000-member 
armed forces over the next five years . 
An important feature of the agreement 
involves retraining the 12,000 soldiers 
of the Kamanyola brigade, which is 
assigned to protect Shaba and its vital 
mines in the town of Kolwesi against 
external attacks from anti-Mobutu 
factions both abroad and inside Zaire . 
This agreement has produced an 
instant and fundamental shift in Zaire's 
relations with Israel from 1973, when 
Mobutu joined most African antions in 
breaking diplomatic ties with Israel as 
an act of solidarity with Egypt after the 
Egyptian-Israeli war of 1973. By the 
agreement, Israel joined France, Bel
gium, and China as Zaire's major 
defense allies . More improtantly, it 
marked a major breakthrough in the 
efforts of the Jewish state to make a 
re-entry into Black Africa . 

A new military alignment involving 
Washington, Kinshasa, and Tel Aviv 
also came into being. Israel , the 
world's largest rec ipient of U .S. mili
tary and economic assistance, obtain
ing as much as $2 .2 billion annually, 
has become another major arms sup
plier to Mobutu. The United States and 
Israel together wi 11 henceforth contrib
ute to maintaining the military capaci
ty of his dictatorship. Mobutu himself 
has confirmed that his Special Presi
dential Brigade, an elite unit under the 
supervision of Israeli advisers since last 
year, would be enlarged from 3,000 
men to 7,000. The new agreement 
makes Israel Zaire's number one advi
sor on security matters. 

Invisible in the Zairian-Israeli alli
ance was the influence of cold war 
politics. The presence of Soviet-bloc 
forces in Angola, Zaire's neighbor to 
the south, has been opposed by 
Washington since 1975-1976, when 
the interventionist policy of Secretary 
of State Henry A. Kissinger led Ameri
ca to its first policy defeat in modern 
Africa. The Reagan Administration has 
gone so far as to link a withdrawal of 
the approximate 20,000 Cuban sol
diers on Angolan soil to Washington's 
attempt to win a negotiated indepen
dence settlement on South African
control led Namibia. Sharon, in insist
ing that Israel did not come to Zaire to 
push out any other country, asserted : 
" Israel has assumed responsibility for 
helping advance the Zaire army and 
Zaire's defense system. We do not 
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intervene in internal struggles in other 
countries." 

What is certain is that the presence 
of Israel in Zaire has reshaped the 
military configuration in central Afri
ca . This new reality is particularly 
relevant to the Katanga militias in 
northern Angola who in 1977 and 
1978 exposed the impotence of Mo
butu 's dictatorship by their armed 
attacks on Shaba . The Zairian leader 
managed to put down the attacks only 
with emergency mi I itary reinforce
ments from such Western allies as 
France, Belgium, and Morocco. Be
cause Israel is also a military and trade 
partner of South Africa, the Israelis 
may be susceptible to involvement in 
South Africa's determination to main
tain apartheid domination of Namibia, 
or South Africa'a military invasions of 
Angola . From the standpoint of the 
Reagan Administration , however, Isra
el 's presence, like South Africa' s, is 
perceived to be another bulwark 
against Soviet-bloc penetration into 
the whole of southern Africa . 

Increasing Links to South Africa 

Mobutu 's own ties to South Africa 
were tightened in March 1983 by a 
contract with DeBeer's Central Selling 
Organization, the South African dia
mond monopoly headed by the indus
trialist Harry Oppenheimer. Two years 
ago, in a bold attempt to operate 
independently, Zaire severed relations 
with DeBeers, which controls roughly 
85 percent of the world 's diamond 
business; but the new contract gives 
the South African firm exclusive rights 
to purchase the entire output of 
diamonds from Zaire's state-owned 
Miba mine. 

By virtue of the DeBeers involve
ment, South Africa has gained a claim 
on one of Zaire's major resources. 
Indeed, in 1981 , Zaire's diamond 
productiol') exceeded that of South 
Africa; whereas South Africa pro
duced 9. 5 tons that year (the most 
recent for which data are available), 
Zaire produced 12.5 tons . Already the 
main supplier of food to Zaire, South 
Africa now claims a greater role in the 
viability of Zaire' s faltering econ
omy, even as Mobutu and his entou
rage aggrandize themselves of its 
wealth in the ground. 

Mobutu's Enemies 

External support provided by the 
United States and Mobutu 's other 
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Western allies may not enable him to 
indefinitely stave off the armed oppo
sition to his regime. Over the years, 
Mobutu's oppressive leadership has 
spawned numerous opponents, both 
political and military. Thus far he has 
out-maneuvered all of them through 
skillful manipulation of the politicians, 
including frequent rotations of Cabinet 
ministers to prevent the build-up of 
strong vested interests, and through 
systematic use of the military and 
secret police repression to smash 
insurgents. Nevertheless, some oppo
nents have survived and now pose 
serious challenges . These include the 
Congolese Democratic Front, an anti
Mobutu coalition based in Belgium 
under the leadership of Karl I-Bond. 

The coalition of Mobutu's former 
prime minister has gained wide re
spectability in Europe, and some 
liberal Europeans anxious to see the 
end of Mobutu have been speculating 
on a new regime under Karl-I-Bond . 
Whether Karl-I-Bond will muster suf
ficient financial and military clout to 
depose Mobutu remains in question . 
The same doubt applies to exiled 
Mobutu opponents in two other fac
tions cal led the Congolese National 
Liberation Front and the Patrice Lu
mumba-Congolese National Move
ment. Still , each of these groups, 
acting singly or in concert with such 

armed factions as the Katanga militia
men, exists as an eagle of vengeance, 
always vigi I ant and ready to strike at 
Mobutu's dictatorship. 

To neutralize his opposition, Mo
butu announced in May of this year a 
" general amnesty" in favor of all 
persons who had been sentenced as a 
threat to his regime. This raised the 
hope that he would release the hun
dreds of his opponents imprisoned in 
Zaire, and also allow those in exile to 
return with impunity. Among the 
exiles, however, his announcement 
was met with virtually universal suspi
cion. Karl-I-Bond and Lumumba both 
condemned what they regarded as a 
deception . What seemed to betray 
Mobutu ' s amnesty offer was the further 
proposition that his opponents be 
integrated into his own party, the 
Popular Movement of the Revolution , 
in the event of their return or libera
tion . 

Mobutu-The Only Hope 

" Notre seul espoir! " (Our only 
hope!) is the way official propaganda 
has portrayed Mobutu , who on Zairian 
television has been seen rising from a 
burst of clouds like some messiah. 
U .S. presidents have never adopted 
this particular view of the dictator; 
still , like President Reagan, they have 
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Interventionist policy of former Secretary 
of State Henry A. Kissinger (left) led U.S. 
to major policy defeat in Africa while 
fierce anti-Soviet policies leads President 
Reagan (right) to cling to Mobutu as well. 

lavished million in aid and armaments 
on him under the false assumption that 
Mobutu continues to represent the best 
hope of preserving Western interests . 
For ideological as well as economic 
and strategic reasons, Washington 
continues to embrace th is notion while 
tolerating the unmitigated corruption 
of Mobutu 's regime. 

Propped up by Washington, Mobu
tu would not be able to survive without 
the support of the United States and its 
allies. Ultimately, however, Ameri 
cans must decide whether Mobutu is 
the only hope for the survival of 
democratic values and ideals that 
ought to be an integral part of Ameri
can foreign policy . 

Christians in the United States may 
not be aware of the fact that nearly half 
of Zaire' s population is Christian. But 
one day the people of that country may 
ask Americans what happened to the ir 
principles in the decades when the 
hope for democracy died out in Zaire, 
and exploitation and corruption 
flourished. • 

Henry F. Jackson , professor at Hunter 
College in New York City, is autho r of From 
the Congo to Soweto: U.S. Foreign Policy 
To wa rd Africa Since 1960 (W i lliam Mor

row , 1982) 
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llOERIA 
DEMOCRACY APPEARS 
TO BE WORKING 
DESPITE ECONOMIC 
WOES. 
Elaine Magalis 

NIGER 

CAMEROON 

When Shehu Shagari won re-elec
tion to the presidency of Nigeria this 
past August he said that improving the 
economy would be his first priority, 
with special emphasis on agriculture. 
The shaky state of Nigeria's economy 
had posed a serious threat to Shagari's 
candidacy. It continues to threaten the 
stability of his government. 

Nigeria's current economic prob
lems began in 1 981 with the world oi I 
glut. A major producer and a member 
of OPEC, the nation's income was 
nearly cut in half. The situation is 
especially serious because for the last 
decade, Nigeria has spent far more 
than it earned . Also, the confidence 
and high expectations that fueled the 
overspending have been dashed and 
many people are afraid that swelling 
resentment could eventually explode. 

However, most commentators feel 
the peaceful course of the elections 
bodes wel I for the future. Not only did 
Shagari win but he won with 47 
percent of the vote in the six-party 
race, defeating his nearest rival by 
more than four million votes . Although 
charges and counter-charges of irregu
larities were made by nearly all, the 
size of his majority muted most of the 
protests. 

The economic problems will not be 
as easily resolved . While the crisis has 
been triggered by the depressed price 
of oil , Nigeria has other problems of 
longer standing. A 1981 study by the 
International Labor Organization con
cluded that after two decades of rapid 
expansion, " there should be by now 
signs of substantial improvements in 
the living conditions of the majority of 
the Nigerian people. These are not 
evident. " The gap between rich and 
poor has become dangerously deep 
and wide. 

Masses of people have moved to 
urban centers to find jobs and a better 
life. Lagos, more than two million 
people in 1979, multiplied its popula
tion ten times in a 15 year period . It is 
still growing today at an annual rate of 
five percent. Water, sanitation, elec
tric power, housing and other essen
tials are in short supply, and the crime 
rate has soared. 

Not surprisingly, with most rural 
workers streaming into the cities, 
agriculture has declined . Where the 
country could once boast of self-suffi
ciency in food , today many foodstuffs 
are imported and the threat of famine 
recently prompted the United States to 
offer food aid. 

The full measure of the crisis can be 
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Shehu Shagari: re-elected to head a 
turbulent and hopeful country. 

seen in last spring' s forced exodus of 
two million foreign workers, most of 
them Ghanaians . The expelled work
ers were sacrificed to mol I ify the 
country's vast numbers of unem
ployed and, critics declared, to win 
votes for Shagari. Even sympathetic 
observers found the action hasty, 
mismanaged and cruel. Dozens died . 
The stabi I ity of the nation 's poorer 
neighbors was strained as their re
turned citizens looked for jobs and 
food and found little of either . (United 
Methodists and other churches around 
the world tried to help with emergency 
relief, especially in Ghana.) 

Nigeria's history has been turbulent 
since 1960 when the country was, as 
the New York Times (August 14, 1983) 
put it, "only a set of British colonial 
borders surrounding peoples who 
spoke hundreds of languages, held 
diverse values and were divided into 
250 tribes ." The young nation's low 
point was the bloody civil war of 
1967-70 when the state of Biafra, with 
its predominantly Ibo population , 
tried to secede. The man who saw the 
nation through that war and the years 
that followed , Yakubu Gowan, was a 
military general and the son of a 
Methodist clergyman. He worked for 
reconciliation and reconstruction and, 
partly because of the country's wealth , 
was largely successful. Gowan was 
ousted in a bloodless coup in 1975 . 

Altogether Nigeria's troubled politi-

Water, sanitation, electric power and housing: All are in short supply. 

cal life has seen two coups that 
succeeded and countless abortive 
ones, and two assassinations of heads 
of state. But beginning in 1979 with 
the introduction of a new constitution, 
Nigeria became the world 's fourth 
largest democratic state . 

The nation 's huge population (one 
fifth of the people of Africa), and its 
vast natural resources assure its con
tinuing importance among African 
nations and in the global arena. 
Nigeria has been a leader. The country 
was admired by its neighbors for its 
indigenization program. Started in 
1972, the program aims to give 
Nigerians control of their own econ
omy by stipulating that various cate
gories of business be 40, 60 or 100 
percent Nigerian-owned . 

In the past Nigeria also has been an 
important influence in the Organiza
tion of African Unity, the African 
Development Bank and other finan
cial organizations. But its role has 
since eroded as its financial contribu
tions have shrunk, and as aid to other 
African countries has declined . 

Nigeria's assistance to SWAPO 
(Southwest People' s Organization) 
and the African National Congress also 
have decreased and with it some of the 
country' s political clout on the issue of 
apartheid and South Africa. In the late 
seventies Nigeria's oil strength was so 
great that it cou Id pose a profound 
challenge to Western businessmen: 

invest in Black Africa or South Africa, 
but not in both . 

Nevertheless, Nigeria remains a 
power. The world ' s fourth largest oil 
producer and the second largest sup
plier of oil to the U .S., its economic 
strength is ongoing. Shagari ' s sup
porters believe that he will be a more 
effective president in his second term 
si nee he is constitutionally unable to 
run again and will have no need to 
court political favor. He already ap
pears to have declared war on the 
corruption that riddled his last govern
ment-corruption that has seriously 
hurt many of the economic develop
ment efforts of the past. 

In the meantime Nigeria remains a 
hopeful country . The government has 
had a long commitment to universal 
education. That translated in 1980 into 
14.3 percent of total budget expendi
tures of about U .S. $1 .6 billion . 
Shagari ' s continued concern for agri 
culture may find the nation self-suffi 
cient in food in the not too distant 
future: the potential is there. 

Finall y, Nigerian democracy ap
pears to be working despite the 
economic problems, and despite the 
regional , religious and tribal di ffer
ences that have so often erupted into 
violence in the past. And that may be 
only a little short of a miracle . • 

Elaine Magalis is a free lance w riter based 
in New York. 
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NIGERIA AT A GLANCE 

Despite economic problems 
Nigeria is committed to 

universal education. 

Nigeria includes an area of 357,000 
square miles and a population of 
nearly 80 million . It is bordered by the 
Sahara and the Gulf of Guinea, and is 
geographically diverse with a swampy 
tropical coastal region and forested 
hills which become more and more 
dry and forbidding to the north . 

English is the official language si nee 
the country was ruled by Great Britain 
for many years . The Hausa, Yoruba , 
Ibo, Edo and Fulani peoples are the 
chief tribes although there are nearly 
300 other smaller ones with their own 
dialects and customs. 

One quarter of Nigerians are liter
ate, and life expectancy is 50 years . 

34 percent of Nigeria's population is 
Christian. Most of the remainder ·is 
Moslem. In the South Methodism was 
British . But in the North the Evangeli
cal (and later the Evangelical United 
Brethren) Church was active, playing a 
role in the Sudan United Mission . 
Regional churches of the Sudan Unit
ed Mission were brought into the 
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Fellowship of Churches of Christ of 
Northern Nigeria: TEKAN . 

Today United Methodists are relat
ed to a regional church within the 
Fellowship-the EKAN-Muri (Church 
of Christ in Muri) . UMCOR assists two 
training schools in Muri for rural 
pastors and evangelists, with addi
tional training in agriculture. The 
famed Guinter Memorial Hospital has 
been taken over by the government, 
but four village health centers are 
being expanded into a broader system 
covering seven districts. 

The Theological College of North
ern Nigeria provides higher education 
in theology with the help of some 
faculty and funding from the World 
Division of the United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
While most other schools have been 
transferred to government manage
ment, United Methodists continue to 
relate to others and to courses of 
religious instruction in the public 
schools.-E.M. 
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T:he part played by African Chris
tians in establishing Methodism 

in Africa needs to be recognized . For 
African Christians felt the cha I lenge to 
share the gospel with their people just 
as the touted missionaries from Britain 
and America did in the late 18th 
century and early 19th century, when 
Methodism in Africa was in its early 
stages . 

History books are skimpy about 
these African Christians . Research on 
the Zimbabwe Annual Conference 
reveals that even our own Zimbab
wean thurch sources name outside 
missionaries but refer to African 
Christian leaders only with vague 
phrases like " and native workers. " 

It is only when one goes to oral 
tradition sources that one gets an 
accurate account of what happened: 
that one discovers that most of the 
pioneering work was done by unor
dained African evangelists. 

The fact is, Methodism in Africa 
came and was first organized by 
ex-slaves-sons of the African soil. 

In 1791 a resettlement of ex-slaves 
in Sierra Leone brought to Africa a 
number of blacks who were already 
Christian and Methodist. So when the 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference in 
Britain sent George Warren to Sierra 
Leone in 1811, the Methodist organi
zation was already in progress. 

The first Methodists of whom we 
have knowledge of in what is now 
Nigeria and was then known as the 
Lagos-Niger territory, were blacks 
who came from Sierra Leone. These 
were people who had been wrenched 
from Nigeria as slaves. In 1838, they 
made their way back to Nigeria and 
among them were Methodists. When 
Thomas Birch Freeman , the pioneer 
Wesleyan Methodist missionary , 
landed near Lagos in 1842, Method
ism was already in existence. 

And from Sierra Leone also came the 
Methodism that spread to Gambia in 
1821. (Gambia was another repository 
for freed slaves.) 

Methodism came to Liberia through 
a settlement of freed slaves from 
America in the year 1822. The founder 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
there was a dynamic lay leader, Daniel 
Coker. By the time the American 
Methodist Society sent Melville B. Cox 
in 1833, Methodism in Liberia was 
eleven years old . 

METHODISM II AFRICA 
THE FIRST METHODISTS 
WERE EX-SLAVES 
FROM AMERICA, 
SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
OF THE AFRICAN SOIL 
John w. z. Kurewa 
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Methodism in Liberia was eleven-years-old when Melville Cox arrived in 1833. 

Among the Zimbabwean preachers 
whom American Method ist mission
aries found already preachi ng were 
Johannes Chi mene and Nehem iah 
Machakaire . 

Chimene was the son of a chief w ho 
converted to Christianity while in the 
Transvaa l, South Africa. (Method ism 
in South Afri ca dates back to the 
second British occupation of Cape 
Town in 1806.) W hen Ch imene re
turned to his homeland in Fort Vic
toria, Z imbabwe, he began preaching 
to his peop le. In 1906 Americans 
thought they w ere going on a pioneer 
tri p to Fort Victoria; Chimene was 
discovered al ready spread ing the 
Christian faith. Chimene accepted an 
invitation to become part of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and was 
appointed to remain in Fort Victoria . 
He preached there zealously. 

Nehemiah Machakaire was con
verted in the Wesleyan Church (British 
Methodist Church) in Salisbury. Upon 
his return home to Muziti, about 120 
mi les east of Sa lisbury, Machakaire 
told others about his new faith and 

founded a church. On a pioneer trip to 
Muziti , the Rev. E. H . Greeley disco
vered , to his surprise, that there was 
already a church . Machakaire accept
ed an invitation to join the Methodist 
Episcopal Chu rch ; he was appointed 
to be in charge of the congregation in 
M uziti. (To this day, Muziti has 
remained one of the strongest congre
gations of the Conference.) 

The need to unmask the whole truth 
about the origin and development in 
Africa of Christ ianity in general and 
Methodism in particular is indispens
able. We must know about the Afr ican 
Christi an personalities w ho have con
tr ibuted to African Methodism. It is 
important as a part of our growing 
heritage. 

The need to understand ourselves 
afresh historicall y as Methodists must 
be accompanied by the need to 
examine how we see ourselves as a 
church for Afr ica. There is a great need 
for a contextual theology of mission for 
our churches in Afr ica, because our 
people w ho claim to have met Christ in 
Africa met him on thi s continent, and 
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because their songs and prayers of 
worship to him are tempered by the 
un iqueness of the African si tuation . 

Wesley could have understood this . 
After all , he had to learn to live w ith the 
pain of change himself-the pain of 
leaving the comfort of tradition and the 
routine of the Anglican Church in 
order to be obedient to the mission 
demands of his day. For Wesley, 
Christianity was " primarily the gospel, 
the good news of the forgiv ing, life
giving love of God manifest in Jesus 
Christ and continuousl y act i ve 
through the Holy Spirit. " H is theologi
cal emphasis was his practical concern 
for the salvation of men. 

We now need to ask ourselves: 
What is our theology of mission in 
Africa? Have we simply been made 
custod ians of the British and American 
heritages of Methodism in Africa to 
which we cannot make our own 
theological contributions? 

An answer can be made in noting 
that as early as the 1920's, missionary 
churches were up in arms against 
African attempts at " africanizing" the 
Christian faith . Attempts to relate the 
Christian faith to African grass-roots 
commun ities and their whole cultural 
life-sty le were labeled " Ethiopian
ism," which meant syncretism . It is 
only recently that African Independent 
Churches are being accepted to take 
their place among the communities of 
churches and participate in mission 
side by side with others. 

We also need to wrestle with the 
issue of the kinds of ministries needed 
for that mission in Africa . Are we 
convinced that the graduates we are 
producing from our theological col
leges, and the time they spend study
ing for their diploma, are relevant to 
the various congregations that consti
tute our conferences, i.e., mission 
centers, urban and mining areas, 
commercial farms and village congre
gations? Have we really given serious 
thought to what is happening to our 
university graduate ministers? Have 
we closed the door for the unordained 
evangel ist both training and serving in 
the life of Methodism? How much help 
have we given to our local preachers? 

The issue of evangel izat ion and 
church growth should be taken 
seriously. W ith as much seriousness 
should be a growing awareness of the 
pol itical-economic, ideological and 
social and cultural changes in places 
where the church is called to bear 
witness. 

The Afr ican scene is changing in 
many ways. What with several coun-
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tries having gained independence, 
there is an increasing cultural con
sciousness, and a resurgence of Afri
can religion . What with colonial 
structures having crumbled , African 
nations are reverting to socialism of 
one type or another. What with a 
surging of growing cities, Africa is 
facing the issues of urbanization and 
industrialization . And what with a 
slew of political upheavals, Africa has 
experienced one of the highest per
centages of refugees and many other 
displaced people within their national 
borders . These changes should create 
and shape the context in which 
Methdodist communities have been 
called for a ministry. 

To understand our mission, it is 
helpful to turn to the Melbourne 
Conference on World Missions and 
Evangelism of the World Counc i l of 
Churches in May, 1980, where there 
was recognition of what has become 
known as " basic ecclesial communi
ties". The conference studies these 
communities as they are found in Latin 
America, but the phenomenon of 
basic ecclesial communities is also to 
be found in Africa . 

These communities arise among the 
poor and disenfranchised and are 
comm itted to the struggle for libera
tion . They express the common con
cerns for identity and a new dignity . As 
such, a particular vital form of con
gregational life is needed for these 
communities . 

What is interesting about the basic 
ecclesial communities for us as Meth
odists is that they emerge almost in the 
manner Methodism emerged two
and-a-half centuries ago . For at the 
heart of th is religious phenomenon
Methodism-is God's mission con
cern for people, especiall y those on 
the periphery of their commun ities, 
the marginalized : v ictims of our cul
tural , economic, political , even reli
gious systems . 

Methodism works w ith the masses 
of grass-roots people, sharing the 
living hope by proclamation and 
witness to the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead in the face of all kinds of 
hostile forces. It is no acc ident that 
Methodism anywhere has found 
strength in its class-meeting system. 

As one conference after another in 
Africa has faced the challenge of war 
and struggle for liberation, events 
which threatened the existence of the 
church in many ways, reports have 
shown us that it was through such 
small groups-house groups, prayer 
groups, call them class meetings-that 
the church survived . 

Method ism is meant to be a grass
roots people church, and that is what it 
is in Africa , and what should be 
considered in determining the theolo
gy of mission for Africa . • 

John W . Z. Kurewa is a Un ited Method
ist mini ster and Deputy Secretary of the 
Parli ament of Zimbabwe. 

There is a need to wrestle 
with the issue of the kinds of 
ministries needed for mission 
in Africa. 

Methodism 
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WORSHIP in Liberia 
Unmitigated joy 
in the midst 
of critical social 
and economic conditions 

Frank A. Settle 

Clang! Clang! Clang! " the rever
berations from a heavy spike 

against a large steel triangle suspended 
from a tree called people from the 
community to worship. Judging from 
the joyful singing in Mt. Sinai Church 
this was no mere "noisy gong or 
clanging cymbal. " These United 
Methodists of that part of Monrovia 
once more found relief from their hard 
lot. 

From the beginning to the end ofour 
three-month visit in churches large 
and small , in Sunday school , district 
and conference sessions, we found the 
note of joy sounding loud and clear. 
Worship in Liberian churches has a 
buoyancy and unmitigated joy which 
belies the country's desperate eco
nomic and social conditions. 

Hymn singing occupies a major part 
of services which usually last two 
hours. We counted more than a dozen 
hymns used in a single service. Few 
had an organ or a piano. Some had 
drums or cymbals , tambourines , 
triangles or hollow wood instruments. 
Most of the singing was a capella, 
largely from memory with everybody 
participating enthusiastically. There 
was considerable hand clapping. 
Congregations seemed to know all The 
United Methodist Hymnal numbers, 
but often with different tunes. These 
were interspersed with native tunes. 
The choirs, usually robed , from time to 
time ably rendered western religious 
classics . 

When we arrived in Monrovia, in 
mid-December the Monrovia District 
Conference was in session at First 
United Methodist Church . As we 
attended the five-day meeting in this 
city of 250,000 we marvelled that 
even during the holiday season the 
people filled the church daily for 
worship and business. 

When we preached at Ebenezer 
Church on Christmas morning, the 
church was filled to capacity. This was 
a climax to a week of evangelistic 
services except for a pageant on 
Christmas Eve , which dealt with 
prophecy, incarnation and epiphany 
in an artistic manner. 

For Christians worship in the holi
day season muted even the minimal 
commercialism which existed. A few 
Merry Christmas signs in cut-out 
letters stretched across a shop wall or 
perhaps some tinsel strands were the 
extent of business decorations. The 
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most prominent d isplay was that at 
Si nkor Market where a Muslim arti st 
pa inted a nativ ity scene on a store 
window in front of which he sold his 
nature oil s. Even the churches were 
modest in thei r decorations. An elec
tri cally I ighted Christmas tree and 
some strings of tinsel around the 
chancel rai I were Ebenezer' s festive 
notes. We observed a man carefully 
and reverentl y placing four-foot 
wooden figures for a nativity scene on 
the steps of First Church . 

On Christmas Day at Ebenezer we 
joined in singing Angels from the 
Realms of Glory, Hark the Hera ld 
Angels Sing, and several other famil iar 
hymns along with the less wel I-known 
Christians Awake, Salute the Happy 
Morning and Thou Didst Leave Thy 
Throne. The congregation sang al I the 

stanzas enthusiastically and mostly 
from memory and the tunes were not 
always those printed in the hymnal . 
Accompanied by their organist, one 
choir composed of Ghanians, Liberi 
ans and Sierra Leonians, robed and 
wearing academic caps, sang in En
glish . Their rendition of Haydn's The 
Heavens Are Telling was notable. 
The Ghanian Fanta singing Band in 
their native costumes in turn sang 
fervently from their repertoire of indig
enous tunes. 

The service opened with the formal 
chants of the hymnal, which are often 
ignored in churches of the United 
States, and the whole congregation 
chanted The Magnificat. Later, in 
contrast, under the leadership of their 
minister, they danced and swayed to 
the jubilant repetitious Onyankopon 
Aman M yina Beda Wo Ase (Almighty 
God, All Nations Shall Praise Thee). 
The accompaniment was with cym
bals, tambourines, sticks and trian
gles . 

The prominence of the laity is a 
distinctive mark of Liberian United 
Methodist Worship . At the Doe Juah 
church in the fishermen 's West Point 
section of Monrovia we heard a young 
layman not only read but give an 
inspiring exposition of the Scripture . 

English is the official language of the 
country. Although it is generally un
derstood, there are twenty-one dia
lects for the sixteen tribes. This means 
that more often than not the Scripture 
is read in two or more languages. This 
is usually by women who also gen
erally lead the prayers. They customar
i ly dress in white . White was the 
required dress at the Conference Unit
ed Methodist Women's meeting at 
Kakata . 

Offerings Become Contests 

Offer i ngs require considerable 
time. It is exceptional to receive 
merely one offering. At the Monrovia 
District Conference, the St. Paul Sun
day School and Missionary Confer
ence and at the Conference United 
Methodist Women's meeting offerings 
took the form of rallies . They became 
contests as to who could collect the 
largest amount. On occasion, four or 
more plates with as many sponsors 
were placed on tables at the front of the 
sanctuary. Sponsors represented a 
district or a church or a group within a 
church . The congregation was invited 
to march by to drop offerings in the 
plate they favored u nti I a sufficient 
amount was given . The collection may 
have begun with the solicitation of 
contributions from friends and ac
quaintances prior to the meeting. As 
the totals were calculated , members of 
the congregation were urged to come 
back with additional gifts that their 
sponsors might win . Sometimes that 
sponsor held previously solicited 
funds under the plate only to rally for a 

Worship services, 
with plenty 
of time for 

hymn singing and 
offerings, usually 
last two hours. ,, 
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"From the beginning to the end we found the note of joy sounding loud and clear." 

surge forward with hopes for a surprise 
victorious total . 

Rhythm and movement are integral 
parts of the Liberian worship service. 
Sometimes the offerings took thirty 
minutes or more and were accompan
ied by singing. David' s dancing before 
the ark could not have been more 
pleasing aesthetically than the grace
fu I movements of some contributors as 
they formed rhythmic processions. 
The varied dress-women in beautiful 
and vibrant colors, men in well 
laundered tropical suits, with occa
sional glimpses of some in toga-like 
dress--accentuated that part of the 
worship . 

The processional and recessional at 
Ebenezer Church were beautiful to 
behold as well as to be heard . One 
emotiona l ly moved listener at the 
Conference United Methodist 
Women's meeting at Kakata came 
down the aisle dancing and singing, 
" I'm a Hannah! I'm a Hannah! " 
following a lecture on this Old Testa
ment heroine. 

Prayers were seldom just pastoral. 
Usually they were prayed by the lay 
leader. More often than not they were 
women. They were Pentecostal with 
fervor increasing with the length . 
" Amens" and shouting generally were 
heard . One night at a District 
Women's meeting the " Blessing of the 
Candles" part of the service listed four 
successive prayers. We do not know 
how long they continued because we 

had to leave to beat the military 
curfew. However, the first two occu
pied more than 30 minutes. At times 
everybody prayed simultaneously. 

Amens from the Pews 

The sermons seldom lasted over 20 
or 25 minutes. They were delivered 
fervently with many Amens from the 
pews. In most instances they reached 
an emotional climax with a like 
congregational response. The lan
guage was English, but if it had not 
been interpreted sentence by sentence 
the sermon generally was followed by 
a five-minute summary in one of the 
dialects. Invitations to accept Christ 
and baptism were given at the end . 
Fu 11 congregations with converts and 
accessions were the rule . We noted 
that the invitation usually indicated 
that those who desired admission into 
church membership would be expect
ed to attend confirmation classes. 
Thus, it is not surprising that the 
Liberian United Methodist Church has 
had an increase of approximately ten 
per cent in membership in each of the 
past ten years. 

One aspect of worship left us 
troubled . Not much place was given to 
the children in most places. Street 
children often crowded to the doors to 
see what was happening, especially 
when there was clapping, with drums 
and other instruments accompanying 
happy voices . The discipline imposed 
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to keep them from disturbing worship 
could not be their best introduction to 
Christianity. They were all too often 
placed in the category of "intruders." 
Churches did not always have Sunday 
Schools. For children from those 
churches the Scripture reading with 
explanation was their best learning 
opportunity of the week 

The most memorable worship expe
rience which we witnessed was that of 
a spontaneous prayer and praise ser
vice the day Head of State Samuel K. 
Doe issued his Christmas amnesty to 
prisoners from the former government. 
Within minutes of the announcement 
the former Chief-of-Staff of the Army, 
Franklin Smith, met his wife, a devout 
woman at First Church, Monrovia. We 
happened to be there when ten or 
fifteen friends joined them jubilantly 
celebrating his release from several 
months of imprisonment. As they 
entered the church they praised God 
with shouts and hallelujahs and even 
formal chants from The United Meth
odist Hymnal. Fervent prayers of 
thanksgiving and testimonies to the 
goodness of God marked their brief 
period of worship. 

We returned home from Liberia 
exhilarated and inspired by participa
tion in worship with our dear newly 
made friends. • 

Frank A. Settle, of Johnson City, TN, 
ret ired in 1982 as a member of the Holston 
Conference. 
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One hundred and fifty years to the 
day after Mel vi I le Cox first set foot 

in Liberia, a silent procession of some 
100 United Methodists from the U .S. , 
Europe, and Africa marched reverent
ly across a Monrovia cemetery to his 
grave. The non-African eyes among 
the procession were arrested by the 
scene that early March morning. The 
cemetery was fi I led with I ivi ng spirits 
sweeping graves clean, whitewashing 
monuments and shallow crypts, and 
filling the air with incense-laden white 
mists from smoldering bushes that 
suggested ancient spiritual experi 
ences of reverence. 

Somehow it seemed more than just 
coincidence that the official beginning 
of the 1 SOth anniversary of the found
ing of the United Methodist Church of 
Liberia should fall on the Liberian 
national holiday devoted to honoring 
departed ancestors. As if by divine 
orchestration, 150 years later to the 
day, United Methodists from Liberia 
and afar bowed to honor Cox and 
other great spiritual ancestors of Meth
odism in Liberia as the nation around 
them honored all its ancestors, great 
and small. 

The Methodists filled the gravesite, a 
large rectangle sunk several feet into 
the earth that cou Id have served as 
foundation for a moderate sized 
house. They sang, prayed and wor
shipped in the shadow of the obelisk 
that marks Cox's grave, alongside the 
double row of tombstones indicating 
the resting places of the earliest 
Methodist missionaries. Dr. Randolph 
Nugent, head of the organization 
whose earliest predecessor sent Cox to 
Liberia, eulogized the man and placed 
a wreath upon his grave. " One hun
dred and fifty years is a short time," he 
said. " For us, it might only be a 
beginning." 

A Reason for Joy 

Yet that beginning has seen the 
United Methodist Church of Liberia 
grow into the largest Christian church 
in the country. It has become a boon to 
the Liberian people through its exem
plary social institutions as well as by 
being a cornerstone of Christianity in 
this the home of the very first overseas 
mission of American Method ism . 
Ample reason for joy, pride and 

LIBERIA 
150 YEARS 
OF CHURCH GROWTH 
Malik Stan Reaves 

celebration. Center of celebration is Monrovia's 140-year-old First United Methodist Church. 



'' We have 
come here 

to celebrate 
the spreading 
of the gospel, 

the representation 
of the church 

moving out into 
the world. 

'' 
Mission leaders from U.S. join Liberian 
church members at memorial service at 
grave of Melville Cox, first overseas 
missionary of The United Methodist 
Church. 

Indeed, the theme of the week-long 
celebration , " Rejoice . Again , I Say, 
Rejoice," seemed over-fulfilled as the 
enthusiasm of the Liberian church 
poured forth in a vibrant pageant of 
thanksgiving. 

Unique rel igious experiences, like 
the Wednesday morning at the ceme
tery, were joined by special worship 
services at the First United Methodist 
Church and other churches in and 
around Monrovia . Such a service was 
held at the site of the first camp 
meeting held by Cox along the St. Paul 
River. The men 's, women's and youth 
organizations each held a special 
program . 

Guests toured the countryside visit
ing local people, churches, projects, 
institutions , and mission stations. 
Some of the sites including the noted 
hospital and the theology school in 
Ganta, the church 's elementary and 
junior high school in Buchanan, the 
College of West Africa (CWA)-the 
country's oldest and most prestigious 
secondary school , Camphor mission 
statiqn in rural Grand Bassa County, 
and the church agricultural project at 
White Plains. 

Reception after reception was 
backed by festivals of song, drama, 
parades and indigenous culture . The 
Monrovia Girl 's hostel feasted guests 
one hot afternoon while the hostel 's 
chorus serenaded them . The students 
of CWA paraded through the center of 
the city, as did students from other 
Methodist schools and a gala process-

ion of the conference, district- by-di s
trict. A concert of several church 
choirs, a talent show by the youth and 
an evening of dances by the country's 
top traditional performers provided 
rare encounters with the popu lar 
culture . 

Yet through it all , it was abundantly 
clear that this was a celebration not 
just of the Liberian Church but of the 
whole United Method ist Church . 
" Here in Liberia, we see our tradition 
[as United Methodists], " said Dr. 
Nugent during the commemorative 
sermon at First UMC. " We see con
cern for those who have lost hope, 
those who see no future, those who 
feel oppressed . There are sti 11 those 
who do not believe in the transforming 
power of the Gospel . We need to 
recognize as people of faith the 
working of the hand of God in our 
midst and to recognize that we are that 
hand . 

" At the gravesites this morning, we 
saw the capacity for giving that comes 
through the church . One man (Cox) 
gave his life that the church might be 
organized. Another gave all his prop
ertythatthe church might prosper. u.J. 
Roberts, a Methodist bishop and first 
president of Liberia .] This speaks to the 
power of the Gospel-a power that is 
still ours and must be claimed in this 
day." 

A Warm Embrace 

Prince Taylor, the last missionary 
bishop to Liberia, now retired , electri -
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fied the gathering at First Church (as it 
is popularly called) that day with his 
sudden appearance. A beloved guard
ian of the church during his tenure in 
the late 50s into the 60s, he was 
warmly embraced by church leaders 
and members alike. "We have come 
here to celebrate the spreading of the 
gospel," he said, "the representation 
of the church moving out into the 
world. 

"This church was founded on the 
pillars of faith. A handful of people 
joined together to keep alive the faith 
12 years before Melville Cox landed 
here. (The church, founded by the 
original returned Africans who colon
ized Liberia, was not formally organ
ized until Cox's arrival). You have 
done well. You have stayed together. 
You are reaching out all across this 
country. You have kept alive the flame 
of faith." 

Taylor was lauded by presiding 
Liberian Bishop Arthur F. Kulah, as the 
person who did the most to develop 
the indigenous leadership of the 
church-a process Taylor called giv
ing the Gospel "indigenous hands and 
feet." Liberia's first indigenous bish
ops, S. Trowen Nagbe, Bennie Warner 
and Kulah, were groomed for leader
ship during Taylor's years. 

Two other North American bishops 
also attended, Melvin Talbert of the 
Seattle area and Roy Nichols of New 
York. Other prominent United Meth
odists in attendance included Norman 
Dewire, head of the General Council 
on Ministries; Ruth Daugherty, presi
dent of the Women's Division of the 
Board of Global Ministries; Isaac 
Bivens, Africa/Europe associate gener
al secretary of the BGM; William 

Carter, director of the Advance; Bish
op Johanna Mbogori of the Methodist 
Church in Kenya; S.B. Essamuah, 
president of the Methodist Church 
Ghana and church leaders from Zaire, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Angola, 
Nigeria, and the Ivory Coast. Dele
gates from the United Methodist 
Church in Sierra Leone, a sister 
conference especially close to the 
Liberian Church, were unable to 
attend because of a border dispute that 
coincided with the celebrations. 

Dr. Bivens, during the Thursday 
morning devotions, reminded the cel
ebrants that "we are cal led here to 
covenant in Christ in the mission of 
Christ for the world. Ours is a call to 
true mutuality in mission, not to rule or 
control. As we become one with Him, 
we are one with each other and we are 
at peace with ourselves. 

"The early mission days were at 
times shrouded by feelings of superior
ity. Recipients of missional aid were 
seen as helpless childre!l and Africa, 
the Dark Continent. Today, we know 
that the darkness we perceived was in 
our minds. For the light of Christ in 
African Christianity has brightened our 
spirits and kindled a new hope within 
us," he said, speaking of the emerging 
selfhood of the African churches and 
the vitality of their witness. 

"The critical challenge before the 
African church after 150 years is to find 
the authentic expression of the 
faith ... to find within the experience of 
the African people that man called 
Jesus ... to recognize the means where
by God speaks with compelling reality 
to every culture." In a spirited conclu
sion, he called the congregation to its 
feet to celebrate its own progress. 

Dr. Nugent (top) delivers commemorative 
sermon at First United Methodist Church. 
Leading celebration of church's founding 
is Arthur F. Kulah (below), only the third 
Liberian bishop to head church. 
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The indigenization of the Gospel is 
evidenced by spirited renditions of 

African religious songs and music 
(above) and through leadership 

roles of lay persons as this 
colorfully-dressed Liberian woman 

(center) from the Kokoyaa District. 

Attending worship services (below) 
at First UMC, Bishop Prince A. Taylor 
(left), who was the last American UM 
bishop to Liberia, and Bishop Melvin 
Talbert of Seattle, Washington. 

Suddenly it was Over 

On the last day of the celebrations, 
Rev. Forrest Stith, council director for 
the Baltimore Conference, a founding 
member of the Africa Church Growth 
and Development Fund and a long
time friend of the Liberian conference, 
addressed the church. He urged it to 
hold on to its special character as it 
goes about God's work. 

" You taught us that the apex of 
civil ization is the abi lity to care for the 
elderly, the young, the stranger. You 
did not ask for anything, just opened 
your hearts and gave everything." 

Then suddenly, it was over. The 
celebration itself was now a part of 
Methodist history. Reflecting on the 
week as the momentum wound down 
and guests shuttled to the airport for 
departures , Bishop Ku lah was as 
pleased as anyone. " This celebration 
has called forth a spirit of enthusiasm, 
involvement and belonging from our 
people that will no doubt bring forth 
more good works from the church. The 
presence of our friends from abroad 
reinforces the notion that The United 
Methodist church is a connectional 
church. It is not just us here in Liberia 
but a church universal, across Africa 
and the world . 

" Further, this will broaden the 
outlook of the church. Our responsi
bility is not just to Liberia. One 
European delegate told me he was 
impressed with the joy in the Gospel 
expressed by the people. Clearly 
people are happy to be Christian, 
something that is lacking in his coun
try. He asked me to consider one day 
sending a missionary to his country," 
he said. 

Indeed it seems already that the 
story of United Methodist missions, 
which began here, is perhaps about to 
come full circle. In keeping with that, 
the oneness and universality of The 
United Methodist Church was found in 
the Bishop's view of his own church, a 
view that could apply equally to any 
United Methodist church anywhere: 

" Yes, my friends, we have a great 
church . But we cannot continue to be 
great by sitting down. We have to 
reflect and keep before us the vision of 
a church which is not satisfied by past 
glories, a church that cannot rest, that 
cannot stand still. But one that is ready 
to listen to Jesus Christ who said, 'Go 
and make disciples of all nations.' " • 

Mali k Reaves is a staff w riter in the 
Mission Education and Cultivation De
partment, General Board of Global M inis
tries. 



CHURCH GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
A Conversation with Zimbabwe's Nathan Goto 

On Tuesday, the only signs that a 
church building was going up at 

Zengeza, Zimbabwe, were a few holes 
in the ground. The following Sunday, 
the framework for the walls and roof 
was already reaching above the sprawl 
of houses that crowded up to the edge 
of the city lot. This example of how 
church growth is taking place in Africa 
was a cause for ce lebration for wor
shippers gathered under the temporary 
shelter and rainbow-hued umbrellas 
around it. Today, the faith of a people. 
Tomorrow, a building where they can 
worship . Helping this to happen faster 
is the Africa Church Growth and 
Development program of United 
Methodist churches in the U.S., Eu
rope and Africa. 

Unique is the word that Nathan 
Goto uses to describe African Church 
Growth and Development. As a lay 
leader in The United Methodist 
Church in Zimbabwe, and chairper
son of the program's executive com
mittee and the Special Fund it over
sees, he understands the specialness of 
this program. 

" It is unique in that it brings to the 
conference table our African United 
Methodist people and those from 
Europe and the United States in order 
to discuss projects crucial to the future 
of the Church in Africa, " he explained. 
" Unique, because this is the first time 

Margaret Schiffert 

we Africans have been directly in
volved in determining which of our 
priorities will be served. We do it, not 
on an individual basis to church 
bodies in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, Zaire, Nigeria, Liberia and 
Sierra Leone, where The United Meth
odist Church is present, but with a 
view to the good of the continent as a 
whole ." 

Nathan Goto: "So many (church) 
buildings have deteriorated or been 
damaged by war ... " 

"This is an exciting idea, but isn't it 
true that many in the U .S. churches are 
still quite vague about the Fund?" I 
asked . " Vague about how the money 
is used and why there is a need beyond 
what is already raised through other 
sources?" 

" Yes, but I think that is very natu ral 
when people are not conversant about 
what reall y is going on , Goto re
sponded . " So far removed from the 
situation, they eas ily can th ink that 
the ir money is not going for worth
while projects. Perhaps, that it is being 
misused. This is where commun ica
tion becomes important. " 

Evangelism is Universal 

" What wou Id you Ii ke them to know 
about Africa Church Growth and 
Development besi des its un ique
ness?" 

" That the area of focus are those that 
concern all United Method ists in 
Africa . Here the term unique no longer 
applies. Leadersh ip training, for ex
ample, is a universal need. Evangelism 
is universal. The construct ion and 
rehabil itation programs wil l serve all 
seven countries, wherever there is a 
shortage of places to worsh ip. So many 
buildings have deteriorated or been 
damaged by war. The Growth and 
Development program seeks to assist 
those who without help cannot bu ild 
the churches and chu rch schoo ls they 
need." 

With Goto's words, I was rem inded 
of the children I had seen sitting on 
stones or the ground in packed primary 
schools in Zaire; of the 75 kinder-
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There ... is 
such a shortage 

of pastors 
that laypersons ... 
have been going out 

... to preach. ,, 
gartners in Zimbabwe playing their 
word games out under a tree because 
there was no room inside. " Th is is 
program that U.S. Methodists should 
be able to relate to, even if we have 
never experienced such a need our
selves," I suggested . 

" Yes, but something not so easily 
understood is how the program is 
drawing African church people togeth
er across national boundaries. There is 
a tremendous need for this 'coming 
together', especially in countries torn 
by war and political divisions . 
Zaireans, Liberians, Angolans, all the 
rest of us: together we examine our 
needs. When we do this, we see that 
the problems of each are the problems 
of all. 11 

" Are you talk ing about United 
Methodist problems?" 

" Well , there is a tendency to think of 
ourselves as United Methodists," 
Goto admitted . " That is true of myself, 
born and bred in The United Methodist 
Church . Having taught there. Directly 
involved in a number of leadership 
capacities. But, when I am able to look 
beyond this narrower vision , I see 
Africa Church Growth and Develop
ment as benefit i ng not only our 
denomination but the entire Christian 
church in Africa." 

When I asked if the fact that the 
countries are at different levels of 
development and stability made ad
ministration of the funds more com
plex, he replied , " Not at all. One thing 
in particular that has emerged pleases 
me. Th is is that at our meeting in 
January, 1981 , there was an agree-

ment that more shou Id go to Mozam
bique than to any of the other coun
tries . They have been seriously handi
capped in their building program 
because of the war there . There also is 
a great need for motorcycles so that 
pastors can cover the long distances 
between the churches in their circuits . 
To me, it is very healthy that we can 
look beyond our own needs to those of 
sisters and brothers in other parts of 
Africa. " 

"That is an inspiring spirit," I 
agreed . "But actually, Zimbabwe is 
not far removed from a war itself." 

Goto nodded in agreement. " And, a 
war that lasted much longer than many 
people abroad realize," he reminded 
me. 

"Seven years?" 
"Seven, if one thinks only of the 

'official ' shooting war that started in 
December, 1973. But, for those of us 
here, it went on much longer than that. 
I lost a cousin in the fighting as early as 
1964." 

" Almost 16 years of war, then. How 
devastating for the people." 

11 And for so many of our churches 
and schools, particularly in the coun
try, " Goto said. "That is where fighting 
was the heaviest. .. where so many 
were forced to flee for their lives. Old 
residential areas in the cities were so 
stretched to the Ii m it that new ones had 
to be started . What this means in 
Zimbabwe today is that we not only 
have scores of rural churches to 
rebuild, but a shortage of churches in 
these new urban communities . 
Though we have been al located 
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money for leadership training and 
evangelism, we still lack the support 
needed for this kind of building 
program." 

A Shortage of Pastors 

" It certainly sounds as if the African 
Church Growth and Development 
program is of extreme importance to 
United Methodists in Africa." 

" For us in Zimbabwe, it couldn't 
have come at a better time than 1980. 
With the war ended, it was at last 
possible to return to evangelizing our 
people, re-activating the faith of those 
who had dropped away, training 
leaders," Goto replied . "There still is 
such a shortage of pastors that layper
sons like myself have been going out 
into the circuits to preach. Funds are 
needed to help prepare these volun
teers to keep things going until there 
are enough pastors. We hope that 
forums will be organized so that we 
can share what we are learning and 
thus help each other." 

"When a national group is seeking 
funds, does it submit an application?" I 
inquired. 

" Yes, and with its requests priori
tized . The first step of our committee is 
to study these applications country by 
country in terms of these priorities. We 
then analyze them right across the 
board, asking ourselves which we see 
as the most urgent needs. " 

" Does each country have a repre
sentative on the committee?" 

" There are three from each Annual 
Conference," Goto answered . " This 
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means nine from Zaire, where there 
are three Annual Conferences." 

" Pastors? Laypeople?" 
" One layman, one laywoman and 

one pastor in each delegation ." 
"That is a balanced representation 

and one suggesting that women in The 
United Methodist Church in Africa are 
moving into leadership roles," I said . I 
wasthinkingofShimba Buluya, whose 
responsibility is coordinating the pro
grams of the three conferences in 
Zaire. Avis Chikwanha, director of 
United Methodist women's work in 
Zimbabwe, had shared something 
about the dynamic programs she was 
helping develop. (Later in the week, at 
a district lay leaders conference, Beu
lah Dikanifuwa was to tell me about 
her work with women .) 

"Yes, women are taking on more 
responsibilities. But, there is some
thing that people in the United States 
must understand about the leadership 
in our churches," Goto cautioned . "If 
one's leadership is just for window
dressing, it won' t have any impact. I 
am gratef u I that we do have women 
who can lead. They are included in 
delegations to Annual and Central 
Conferences, as well as in other 
activities. While observers might think 
there are too few of them, these are 
strong leaders. If a woman is going to 
represent you, she must speak for you 
in a way that convinces others she 
knows what she is talking about and 
should be listened to. I always say that 
the best way to remove discrimination 
against women in the Church is to 
provide them with more learning 
experiences and opportunities to 
broaden themselves. This is true of 
men, too. It is the way I have been 
helped to grow. " 

" Then, leadership training is avail
able for laypeople as wel I as pastors," I 
said. 

"Yes. In fact, there will be a session 
this coming Saturday in one of our 
districts. Someone will talk about 
budgets and monies . I have been 
asked to speak on writing a report, a 
necessary element of leadership. As 
chairperson of African Church Growth 
and Development, and representative 
of the Conference, I emphasize the 
importance of local and district sup
port for both the Fund and the 
Conference. Since African churches 
provide a portion of the Fund 's in
come, I try to encourage each district 
to give at least ten percent of its 
Harvest Sunday collections for th is 
purpose." I wondered if he was talking 

about the new church at Zengeza 
when he added that a smaller city 
congregation was being assisted in its 
building program by one of the estab
lished churches in Harare . 

" Dr. Yemba, dean of the theological 
seminary in Kinshasa, spoke of the 
urgent need in Zaire for scholarships 
for ministerial students and help with 
salaries for pastors who otherwise 
could not afford to take on a full-time 
pari sh. Are some of the Fund's monies 
going for this purpose in Zimbabwe?" I 
asked. 

" Yes, though I couldn't say how 
much," Goto replied. " United Semi
nary determines the scholarship needs 
and administers these funds. Howev
er, I do know that where we used to 
give 700 Zimbabwe dollars for schol
arships for theological students at the 
University, we now provide more than 
1000. I predict the amount will 
continue to grow," Goto concluded . 

Growing to keep pace with an 

The Africa Church 
Growth and Development 
Program will aid 
agriculture projects as this 
one (below) in Sierra 
Leone, and finance new 
buildings as this parsonage 
(bottom) under 
construction in Liberia. 



Church growth, Mr. Goto 
says, can be seen in the 

growing influence of 
church people. 

expanding Church in Africa . This is the 
part of the Church Growth and Devel
opment program that can be observed 
and measured. It shows itself in the 
numbers of peop le becoming in
volved-pastors, congregations, lead
ers, students for the ministry. It is there 
to touch in the fresh concrete and 
glistening roofs; the pungent hand
sawed planks stacked up for the 
builders; the bricks and cement blocks 
ready to be set into rising walls; the 
congregation worshipping in open 
fields and tiny homes until proper 
church buildings can be erected . In a 
sense, church growth can be seen in 
the growing influence of church peo
ple in their communities. 

The development part may not be as 
easy to put a finger on. It is what takes 
place wi th in the human mind and 
soul. Possibilities recognized, hidden 
potential touched and stirred into life. 
Development is believers coming to 
the fa ith and, through that faith, 
empowered to grow and bring about 
change. 

It is development that Dr. Yemba of 
the theological faculty in Kinshasa had 
in mind when he shared his dream of 
send ing miss ionaries from Zaire to 
bring Christ to other continents. " We 
here live in hope," he said. " Why 
shouldn't we think that some day this 

will be possible?" 
Retired pastor Shaumba Teneya 

Wembo-honorary president of the 
Church of Christ in Zaire-was talking 
about development when he told 
about the farmer who gave his banana 
and pineapple plots to his village 
church and the villagers not far from 
his mission who had gathered 3,000 
stones from the rivers in order to bu i Id 
their church. 

Elisha Kaburicada, the young pastor 
of 13 rural churches in Zimbabwe, 
who must support himself as a school 
custodian, was speaking of develop
ment when he described the changing 
spirit of those he met as he covered his 
circuit. "When I started two years ago 
at the end of the war, people were not 
coming to church. Worse, many 
believed that the Church was respon
sible for their troubles-that it had 
exploited them. There was much 
anger about what had happened to 
them and their loved ones, to their 
homes, their land, their churches. 
Everywhere I went to call them to 
come back, I faced hostility, some
times danger. Nobody helped me. I 
could cycle 15, 20, 25 miles with only 
a slice of bread and no one offered me 
anything to eat." 

"How terribly discouraging." 
" It was. But that was before." The 
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tension left the young pastor's face. 
"Things are different now. You might 
say that I started 'negotiations' be
tween the people and God . While they 
were once quite willing to eat me, they 
began to welcome me and feed me. 
When it was too far for me to return 
home at night, they put me up. Some 
brought chickens for my family . Be
fore, they had said, 'There is no God 
who is guiding us. We have only the 
spirits of our ancestors to count on .' 
Going back to their old traditional 
faith . 

But, God was with me and my 
fellow-workers, " Kaburicada contin
ued with a smile. "When people 
began to see the good things happen
ing to believers, they started to come 
back to church . Now, when we have 
revivals, they fill the churches. There is 
hardly an empty place to stand. Our 
only real problem today is finances." 

"That must be a great problem, with 
most of them being so poor," I said. I 
had seen the people working in their 
arid fields to draw barely enough from 
the soi I to keep themselves alive. Some 
families did not have a pair of shoes 
between them or clothing that was not 
mended over and over. 

" A very great problem," the young 
pastor agreed. "But, lately-thanks to 
the spirit of God at work-€ven those 
who have no money to give are 
discovering that there are things they 
can bring for the churches to sell. At 
one of my congregations last Harvest 
Sunday, enough corn was brought to 
raise 355 Zimbabwean dollars. The 
gift of a single egg shows that people 
understand now what they didn't 
before-that what they bring they are 
giving for God." The development he 
was talking about now was the grow
ing spirit of giving. 

Growth and development. In them
selves powerful forces in the life of the 
United Methodist Church in Africa, 
but neither sufficient in itself. That is 
why the architects of the special 
program for Africa included both 
when they designed this mission. They 
were thinking of more churches, 
bigger congregations, better qualified 
leaders. But, also in their minds was a 
vitalized spirit of stewardship and 
service. Africa Church Growth and 
Development is enriching both the 
people and churches it serves and 
those who support it as givers. • 

Margaret Schiffert is theed itor of Church 
Woman , the official journal of Church 
Women United . 
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THE AFRICA SPECIAL PROGRAM 

When the Africa Church Growth 
and Development Committee 

met in Monrovia, Liberia in March, it 
voted a record $500,000 for projects 
in nine African annual conferences. 
Half of the funding was devoted to 
leadership development, the number 
one priority of African United Method
ist churches, with the remainder split 
between evangelism and church 
growth/development. This brought 
total giving for ACGDC program 
projects to $1 , 128, 885 since the 
Committee's establishment early in 
this quadrennium . 

Giving to the Africa Special Ad
vance, through which United Method
ists in this country support the pro
gram, nudged the $1 million mark by 
the time of the Monrovia session . 
Giving had exceeded $1 million in 
Apri I. 

The Committee also appointed 
Nathan Goto, a Zimbabwean educa
tor and lay leader who had been the 
current chairman of the Committee, as 
its first coordinator, firming up the 
executive capability of the committee 
which meets no more than once a 
year. 

The Africa Church Growth and 
Development Committee is com
prised of some 40 United Methodist 
church leaders, a majority from Africa, 
joined by their American and Europe
an colleagues. They include bishops, 
ministers, and lay leaders; women, 
men and youth ; missionaries, U .M . 
agency staff, and educators. At each 
committee meeting, they collectively 
decide on funding from the three 
priority areas for projects in Angola , 
Liberia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, Central Zaire, Southern Zaire, 
North Shaba (Zaire) , and Zimbabwe. 

The 1980 General Conference set a 
goal of $6 million for the quadrennium 
for American United Methodist 
churches when it established the 
Africa Special Advance as a special 
program. Thus far, the North Central 
Jurisdiction has raised a majority of all 
monies received by the Africa Special . 

The African churches have commit
ted themselves to raising $1 million . 
Despite their meager resources and 
staggering needs, they have thus far 
raised some $150,000, a greater share 

per capita than U.S. giv ing to the 
Africa Special. 

European United Methodists have 
as wel I contributed to the program . 
Several Africa Committee members 
have iti nerated in the United Metho
d id st churches in Switzerland, West 
Germany, Sweden, Finland and Nor
way. Thus far their contributions have 
been roughly equal to those of the 
African churches. 

Because it is set up to disburse 
monies annually, the African churches 
have been able to plan their develop
ment with a long-term view and a 
reliability of early funding that was 
heretofore impossible . In this way they 
have been able to intervene decisively 
where needs have developed faster 
than they could previously respond to 
them . " In some places, the Africa 
Church Growth and Development 
Committee has meant the survival of 
United Methodist Churches," said 
Rev. Isaac Bivens, associate general 
secretary for Africa/Europe, World 
Division, Board of Global Ministries. 

Concerned about the future of the 
program, the committee decided to 
request that World Div ision ask the 
General Council on Min istries to 
continue its emphasis on the Africa 
Special into the next quadrennium . 
" To talk about discontinuing the Africa 
Church Growth Development pro
gram is like a parent with many 
children talking about suicide. It is out 
of step with the current thinking 
among United Methodists in Africa," 
says Mr. Goto. 

The ACGD executive · committee 
approved undertaking two major con
sultations on issues crucial to African 
church development. The first would 
attempt to redress " brain loss" in 
theological education, a painful prob
lem for African seminaries which have 
difficulties retaining and training Afri
can personnel in theological educa
tion . The second consultation would 
explore ways of improving the pension 
funds available to U .M . pastors in 
Africa, many of whom struggle with 
wholly insufficient funds after retire
ment frequently leaving widows and 
families without adequate means of 
support. • 

Malik Reaves 



THE GREElllllG OF AFRICA? 
A Continent-wide struggle against famine and hunger 

Many people said it couldn 't be 
done. The whole idea of making 

the desert bloom seemed preposter
ous. Without million--Oollar foreign 
assistance, it was considered the 
height of folly to imagine that anything 
green cou Id be coaxed out of the 
parched earth in the desolate country
sides along the Gambia River in 
Senegal, West Africa . 

That was five years ago. Today, the 
once-barren villages of Wassadou, 
Bantantingting, Deni Malick Gueye 

Nelson Navarro 

and Ma ca bing are ringed by green 
belts of vegetable gardens and lush 
banana groves; out in the fields, 
grain-heavy rice stalks glimmer in 
what looks like a golden-brown sea 
stretching, it seems, as far as the eye 
can see. Instead of heart-piercing 
wails about hunger and starvation, the 
villagers talk about the season 's unex
pectedly bountiful harvest as well as 
plans for the next planting season . 

Across the vast continent, in the far 
northern reaches of Kenya, in East 

Africa, some 200 families belonging to 
two once-nomadic and opposing 
tribes have turned to agriculture, 
settled in mud-thatched huts, en
larged their flocks of cattle, sheep and 
goats, and even developed a fishery 
project to provide more protein for 
their much-improved but still limited 
diets. 

Just a few years ago, these families 
were at the end of a losing fight against 
the still-raging drought that has al
ready wiped out entire villages and 
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animal flocks over the past decade. 
Furthermore, nobody believed that 
traditional enemies could work togeth
er in a project, even if it held out the 
only prospect for mutual survival. To 
everybody's surprise, the experiment 
in Rapsu worked-and it worked so 
well that it is now being applied to two 
other recently organized communities 
of nomadic tribespeople . 

Senegal and Kenya are just two of 
the 35 African countries in which the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) finds itself in the forefront of 
a continent-wide struggle again st 
widespread famine and hunger. Both 
countries are located in Central Africa, 
the heavily populated and over
whelmingly black region wedged be
tween the Sahara desert to the north 
and the Zambesi River to the south, 
and which cuts across the continent 
from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean. 
The church agency, a program de
partment of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, has been running a 
global relief and community develop
ment program since 1940, and is 
devoting the largest bloc of its 1983 
budget ($4 million out of $12 million) 
to African agricultural projects, most 
of which are concentrated in Central 
Africa. 

Although considered meager in 
comparison with billions of aid dollars 
that are being poured into the 
drought-stricken continent , 
UMCOR's contributions have been 
anything but modest. No less than one 
of Senegal's widely respected leaders 
and former president, Leopold Sedar 
Senghor, has hailed the Wassidou
Bantantingting project as "a model for 
the whole country" . In Kenya, the 
Rapsu experiment has brought hope to 
an impoverished region that not only 
faces famine but also increased mi
gration of refugees and nomads driven 
by the ongoing guerrilla wars in the 
Horn of Africa . 

Emphasizing Self-Help 

" We don't have the money to feed 
millions," says UMCOR chief execu
tive J. Harry Haines of the agency's 
African operations. "Our role is to 
establish model demonstration centers 
for the entire continent to show how 
the people can help themselves." 

Emphasizing self-help and local 
initiative, UMCOR projects entail re
latively small financial outlays, which 
come in the form of " seed money" to 
buy necessary equipment and sup-

plies, and to provide for technical 
services that are crucial to getting the 
projects off the ground . All the labor is 
provided by local residents, who also 
take charge of planning and seeing to it 
that work goals are achieved . Since 
few United Methodist churches exist 
in many of the Central African nations, 
UMCOR works mainly with nationals 
on an ecumenical and inter-religious 
basis . For instance, a joint Muslim and 
Christian consortium has been acting 
as the sponsor of the Wassadou-Ban
ta n tin gt in g project into which 
UMCOR has poured $250,000 over 
the last few years. 

UMCOR's seemingly frantic and 
far-flung operations do not just reflect 
a style of work that is both easygoing 
and ambitious; rather, they echo an 
almost desperate and wide-ranging 
multinational effort to reverse the 
widespread famine that has been 
ravaging the entire continent for the 
last ten years. In the Sahel famine of 
the early 1970s alone, more than 
100,000 people died of starvation. 
Many more are dying slowly today and 
the horrible effects of large-scale 
malnutrition are just beginning to 
dawn on the minds of Africa's leaders. 

So serious has the food crisis be
come that the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU), along with the United 
Nations and various international 
agencies, has proclaimed food as the 
continent's top priority . According to 
the United Nations Wo r ld Food 
Counci I, Africa today receives 50 
percent of all food aid although its 
population represents only 15 percent 
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of making 
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A Senegalese woman 
tends her vegetable 
garden (opposite page) 
while fellow villagers 
prepare the fields 
for planting (below). 
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A farmer surveys 
banana fieid (on 
right) as workers 

pump water from 
nearby Gambia River 

(below center). 

of the third world . Even then, the 
situation remains grim and all project
ions indicate that the 1980s may even 
prove worse than the past two calami
tous decades in terms of mass poverty 
and starvation . 

Africa 's tragedy becomes even more 
ironic when measured against the fact 
that the contin~nt has always had great 
potential wealth, including 30 percent 
of the world 's known mineral reserves. 
Until ~O years ago, the cont inent was 
virtually self-supporting in food. 

Many reasons have been advanced 
to explain the " pauperization" of 
Africa, including it9 legacy of colonial
ism, the political chaos that has 
engulfed most countries since their 
independence, and the vagaries of 
nature and the weather. 

Without sweeping aside the com
plex origins of Africa's underdevelop
ment, the World Bank and the World 
Food Council recently attributed the 
worsening food shortages to the failure 
of governments to " provide appropri 
ate incentive structures such as ade
quate pricing policies." 

Typically , international agencies 
pointed out, a newly independent 
African country creates a state mar
keting authority as the sole buyer of 
farm produce. The authority uses its 
monopoly power to purchase food at 
low prices and sel I it cheaply to 
city-dwellers, the politicall y potent 
part of the population . 

As a result, farm production is 
discouraged and fa~mers leave the 
countryside to swarm into overcrowd
ed cities. If the government overvalues 
its currency to make imports of auto
mobiles and other goods cheap, the 
problem worsens. Food is bought from 
abroad , a further disincentive for 
farmers . Exports, moreover, are priced 
at artificially high levels, curbing sales. 

Given the enormity of the problem, 
international assistance agencies are 
waging an increasingly futi le war just 
to keep hunger and famine within 

tolerable levels. Various million-dol
lar agricultural development programs 
have been-and are being-put to
gether to help the Africans develop the 
capacity to fight their own battles. 

However, it is through the increas
ingly important realm of low-profile, 
small-scale, self-help projects that 
UMCOR, like many other church and 
philanthropic agencies, is trying to 
make its mark in Africa . Over the 
years, many Africans and their sup
porters have come to recognize the 
largely underrated role of grassroots 
organization in mobilizing farmers 
and vi I lagers for food production. 
Indeed, it has become obvious to them 
that mill ions of dollars in relief goods 
and in farm equipment as well as 
armies of technical advisers can only 
go so far in reversing the desperate 
situation unless these are combined 
with the fu 11 cooperation of the people 
in the countrysides. 

Oases of Plenty 

In the Wassadou-Bantantingting 
project in Senegal , UMCOR has amply 
demonstrated the potency of such 
combination between outside finan
cial assistance and local participation . 
Within three years of applying modern 
irrigation and farming techniques, a 
whole swath of previously arid land 
along the banks of the Gambia River 
had begun to turn green with vegeta
bles and trees . In the next few years, 
project leaders expect to transform 
some 80-miles of land along the river 
into similar oases of plenty. 

Long since held out as a model for 
the entire country, the project has 
been training farmers and technicians 
from other African countries, espe
cially those from neighboring coun
tries like the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Niger 
and even Angola. In fact, the Senegal 
projects and also those in Kenya have 
been linked to an international agri
cultural training network that includes 
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scholarships for Africans at the Asian 
Rural Institute, an ecumenically run 
Japanese training center north of 
Tokyo headed by Tom Takami, a 
highly respected agricultural expert. 

Although the Senegal projects are 
now completely in native hands, their 
leaders acknowledge the invaluable 
help of Jean Carbonare, the maverick 
who originally conceived the idea of 
pumping water from the Gambia River 
to force the outlying arid land to 
bloom. 

The French agriculturist, according 
to Dr. Haines, is the archetype of the 
grassroots-oriented leaders-both 
African and foreign-whom UMCOR 
seeks out and supports . Some 20 years 
ago, Carbonare had worked on an
other UMCOR-supported reforesta
tion project in Algeria that planted 
thousands of trees along the desert. 
Today, those trees are 50-60 feet high 
and have become integral to the 
Northern African country's efforts to 
wrest land back from the desert. 

" What we have are single-heart 
operations," says Dr. Haines. " We 
always look out for one creative 
person who has a dream-and who 
wants to work with other people in 
making that dream come true." 

No better tribute could have been 
paid to this unorthodox approach than 
that given by the United States ambas
sador to Senegal who once told Dr. 
Haines, quite enviously, that even 
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though he had five Ph . Ds in agronomy 
working for him, none of the ir we ll
funded projects could come close to 
the success of the Wassadou- Bantan
ti ngti ng project. 

" Everybody wants a Wassadou," 
notes Dr. Haines, " but it's not easy 
because you need more than money, 
you need commitment, you need to 
work directly with and through the 
people . We succeeded because it was 
the people of Wassadou w ho devel
oped the project. They own it. They 
run it. All we've done w as to help them 
get started ." 

More than food production and 
economic progress are at stake in the 
war against hunger in Africa, he says. 
For the Senegalese, the struggle did not 
only result in good harvests and extra 
income; it brought a large measure of 
dignity and self-worth that can only 
arise among people who have learned 
to solve their own problems and 
handle their own affairs . 

In the Rapsu , Kina and Bulesa 
settlements in Kenya, the greatest 
achievement of the villagers was not so 
much increased production but inter
tribal reconciliation and peace . 

Despite these I ittle-known but 
nonetheless heartwarming success 
stories, many Central African hunger 
projects remain hostage to a formida
ble array of natural and man-made 
obstacles, any combination of which , 
given past experiences, could result in 

tremendous economic setbacks . 
Foremost among these obstacl es is a 

fickle weather pattern that has made 
life very precarious in large sections of 
the continent. In the Sahel , for exam
ple, it hasn' t rai ned fo r f ive years, 
bringing about the drought that has 
literall y starved all the nations in the 
region . The same drought has esca lat
ed the pace of desertization that 
threatens to graduall y but drasti ca ll y 
limit the land ava ilable for culti vation . 

Needless to add , the expul sion of the 
workers has aggravated the already 
horrendous unemployment and hun
ger situation in a country that is also in 
the midst of a very turbulent politi cal 
situati on. 

For all these seeming ly insurmou nt
able obstac les , UMCOR has sought to 
work even harder and in a more 
qu ietl y effic ient way so that it could 
continue to do the l ittl e that can sti ll be 
done in the cri si s-p lagued continent. 

~~ 
We always look for one person who has a dream-

and who wants to work with other people 
in making that dream come true. '' 

Already, a full third of the continent is 
virtuall y uninhabitable and many of 
the more populous countries have run 
out of cultivable lands. 

Compounding the vici ssitudes of 
weather is the even more volatile 
political climate that pervades almost 
all Central African countries. One very 
dramatic example was the Ugandan 
crisis of 1978-79, culminating in the 
overthrow of ldi Amin , which entailed 
the total abandonment of all develop
ment projects in an effort to meet the 
emergency created by increased num
bers of refugees. For these projects to 
be put back in place could take many 
years , especially because the political 
situation has largely remained un
changed. 

Sudden economic upheavals 
caused by the plunge of export prices 
also induce severe disruptions. Since 
most African countries are one-crop or 
one-product economies, these disrup
tions have become inescapable facts 
of life. How vulnerable a country 
could become is demonstrated by 
Liberia, which draws 40 percent of its 
national budget from the rubber i ndus
try run by Firestone Corporation . With 
rubber prices severel y depressed, its 
aging trees increasingly unproductive, 
the company is in the throes of trying to 
close out its Liberian operations . 
Firestone's pullout could exacerbate 
an already imperiled economy which 
has b~en shaken by recent political 
di sorders and which has had to import 
most of its food supply in recent years . 

Recently, UMCOR has had to send 
$500,000 worth of grain in response to 
urgent appeals from Ghanaian leaders 
who are faced with the task of feeding 
1.5 million workers who have been 
expelled by Nigeria in an effort to save 
its once-booming o i l-rich economy. 

Dr. Haines derives an enormous 
sense of fulfillment in recounting the 
detai Is of the Wassadou-Bantanti ngt
i n g " econom i c mirac le ." " You 
know," he says w ith a very proud 
smile, " the youth corps made $86,000 
in bananas this year-$86,000 in a 
country that does not grow bananas. 
That's a lot of money and it's all 
theirs." 

At that rate, he muses, the project 
could become entirel y sel f- supporting 
in just a few more years; it w ou ldn't be 
needing anymore UMCOR assistance. 
Perhaps, it can even contribute to 
other projects. Indeed, the possibili
ties for expansion are just beginn ing to 
unravel and challenge the imagination 
of the v i I lagers. 

In Macabing, a nearby vi llage, the 
farmers are plant ing 2,000 acres of 
fodder to support w hat appears to be a 
very promising cattle and sheep rais ing 
project. 

" They' re already thinking of its 
export potential s," Dr. Haines adds. 

He cannot resist dreaming of w hat 
cynics have alw ays considered im
possible. Just thin k, he seems to be 
sayi ng, if there could only be 100 or, 
better, 1,000 Wassadous and Macab
ings, wouldn 't that go a long w ay 
towards the much-awaited " greening 
of Africa?" 

In the meantime, he notes w ith 
evident sati sfaction , it' s nice to feel 
personall y con f iden t that the re ' s 
something to be hopeful about, no 
matter how lim ited , in Afr ica's uphi ll 
struggle for food and a better life . • 

Nelson A. Navarro is a w riter in the 
M ission Education and Cu lti vat ion De
partment, General Board of Globa l Mi nis
ters. 

New World Outlook • October 1983 [435] 35 



AFRICAN CHURCHES AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
Survival Under Repressive Regimes 

Charles E. Brewster 

I n his 1982 book The Africans 
(Random House) Los Angeles 

Times journalist David Lamb states 
that the numerical expansion of Chris
tianity in Africa is a miracle in itself. 
This is because " in few places in the 
modern world have the church and its 
leaders been subjected to such humili
ation and perils . But although many 
African presidents have managed to 
cripple the spirit and dreams of their 
own p~ople, none has ever succeeded 
in breaking the church. " 

Of course, not all governments in 
Central Africa have oppressed Chris
tians and in quite a few there is 
currently no particular persecution of 
the Church . There is no persecution of 
the Church in Nigeria, Africa's most 
populous and most important country. 
Nor is there persecution in Cameroun 
where, according to the Rev. Yenwith 
Whitney of the United Presbyterian 
Program Agency, " in general the 
Church is free." Equatorial Guinea, 
once among the most oppressive, is 
now also relatively free . Senegal and 
Gambia are also among those coun
tries which , in the words of Freedom 
magazine, " provide opportunities for 
democratic processes." Kenya' s Presi
dent Daniel arap Moi , a devout 
Christian and a member of the African 
Inland Church, has affirmed that the 
Church is essential to the life of the 
nation . 

How the church in sub-Saharan 
Africa has fared under the power of 
repressive regimes and coups d'etat is 
a story that wiil never be fully known . 
But something of an outline of what 
has happened in recent years and of 
how the Church has confronted op
pression should be part of any church 
study of this area of the world . 

The Reign of ldi Amin 

The most well-known dictator in 
Africa was, of course, Uganda's ldi 
Amin , w ho in the eight years of 

1971-1979 oversaw the disappear
ance and violent deaths of some 
300,000 Ugandans. His most famous 
victim was Anglican Archbishop 
Luwum, whose murder followed a 
letter which the Archbishop and other 
Christians as well as Muslim leaders in 
Uganda had written in 1977 criticizing 
Ami n's reign of terror. The courage of 
Ugandan Christians, who make up 80 
percent of the country's 13 million 
people, became known in the United 
States during the exile of Anglican 
Bishop Festa Kivengere . A strong 
evangelical and powerful speaker, the 
Bishop left Uganda in 1977 for two 
years and probably did more than any 
other single individual to awaken 
Christians in this country to what was 
happening in Uganda under Amin . 

Since the overthrow of Amin, 
Uganda has continued in turmoil and a 
basic lack of law and order. In 1981 
Christian and Muslim leaders told 
President Milton Obote that security 
was worse than under Amin and that 
the government · was indifferent to 
murder and other offenses against 
civilians by soldiers . More than 10,-
000 people were arrested and scores 
were murdered by the army following 
a guerri II a action in Apri I 1982. But 
there is no systematic policy of repress
ion as there was under Amin and 
Bishop Festa Kivengere is now back in 
Uganda. 

A Grisly Drama in Ethiopia 

The second most well-known dic
tator in Central Africa, who is sti 11 in 
power, is Ethiopia's Mariam Haile 
Mengistu, whose Russian-influenced 
Marxist regime has been the object of 
considerable worldwide concern . A 
tight clamp on the news prevents 
much of what has happened or is 
happening in that impoverished coun
try of 40 million people from becom
ing known beyond its borders. 

It has been reliably estimated that 
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between 1974 and 1978 when Men
gistu was consolidating his power 
following the overthrow of the aged 
and isolated Haile Selassie, some 
30,000 people were summarily exe
cuted in Ethiopia, including 5,000 
grade school, high school and univer
sity students. Thousands more have 
been imprisoned. 

Unlike the churches in Uganda 
which spoke out against ldi Amin, the 
churches in Ethiopia have not issued 
statements against the revolutionary 
government, which officially declares 
that there is freedom of religion in 
Ethiopia. Nonetheless, the churches 
have been the victims of increasingly 
stringent government policies. The 
largest Church in Ethiopia, the 15 
million member Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church , had practically all of its once 
considerable land holdings taken over 
by the government. But this setback 
has evidently only increased the loyal
ty of the faithful to their Church. A 
recent European church vistor report
ed that the Orthodox Church was very 
hopeful in the current situation and 
that their feeling was that "the govern
ment has the land but we have the 
people. " (Uganda's Bfshop Kivengere 
has said that the danger of Marxism in 
Africa has been "overrated. " Marxism 
starts at the top, he said, and more or 
less stays there . " The general popula
tion hardly knows what Marxism is all 
about.") 

The 500,000 member Ethiopian 
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 
(EECMY), formed of a union of Luther
an and Presbyterian bodies, is the 
second largest non-Orthodox church 
in the country. Its difficulties stem 
perhaps from the government's view 
that the EECMY is an " imported 
religion," meaning that it is a church 
founded by missionaries. Although the 
government has closed 132 churches 
in western Wollega Synod, pastors and 
evangelists are reported still to be 
meeting in house churches. On July 
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28, 1979 the church's general secre
tary, the Rev. Gudina Tumsa, was 
kidnapped by a group of armed men in 
civilian dress as he and his wife were 
leaving the Church headquarters in 
Addis Ababa. His wife was subse
quently released, but Mr. Tumsa 
disappeared and is still missing four 
years later. His wife was again arrested 
and is being held in the Menelik 
palace, which is the headquarters of 
the military government. Their four 
children have fled the country . Re
peated requests by international 
church organizations for information 
on Mr. Tumsa have had no results. He 
is presumed dead . 

The church's six story headquarters 
building in Addis Ababa was forcibly 
taken over by government soldiers in 
November, 1981. "There was no 
shooting. We gave them the keys," 
one church official said afterward. The 
takeover brought church reaction from 
around the world, including protests 
from the World Council of Churches 
and the Lutheran World Federation, 
but with no effect. The building 
became a law court. Other church 
property was also nationalized . Fol
lowing the takeover of the church 

building, several leaders of the church 
were detained for 12 days. 

Early this year the head of the Synod 
of Addis Ababa, who was active in a 
thriving church in the city, was arrest
ed by the government and was held 
until late spring. No explanations were 
given by the government and officially 
he was never in jail. The church in 
which the Synod leader was active was 
known to be attracting many young 
people to its serv ices, which may have 
alarmed the government. 

In what is possibly a reflection of the 
pressure the EECMY is under, the 
church this spring terminated its rela
tionship with the Evangelical Church 
in Berlin-Brandenburg. The EECMY 
said its action is the result of the West 
German church using its name for 
political purposes when protesting the 
current Ethiopian regime. As in other 
countries in recent years , such as Iran, 
the churches face the difficult di lemma 
of finding ways to let the outside world 
know what is happening without 
offending the powers that be. 

According to the most recent (1982) 
report of Amnesty International , mem
bers of the EECMY have been the target 
of harassment and persecution since 

Over 300,000 persons 
disappeared or died during 
religious purges led by 
Uganda's ldi Amin (left). 
Among those who died was 
Anglican Archbishop Janani 
Luwum (below). 

June, 1981 . " In the western province 
of Wollega church workers were 
arrested, churches closed and worship 
restricted ." Noting the closing of the 
church headquarters, the well known 
humanitarian organization says 
"Many more EECMY workers in Wol
lega, some of whom were al leged ly 
killed, were arrested later in the year. 
Underlying this persecution, occa
sionally directed also at other smaller 
Protestant churches in the same areas, 
was a pattern of harassment or arrest of 
Oromos in different parts of Ethiopia 
on suspicion of supporting the Oromo 
Liberation Front. " The Oromos, who 
make up a large part of the EECMY, 
occupy areas of the south and west of 
the country. 

Pentecostal churches, which have 
been growing in Ethiopia, have been 
severely restricted in recent years . 
Many of he young people flock ing to 
the EECMY church in Addis Ababa are 
thought to have come from closed 
Pentecostal churches. The pastor of a 
Mennonite church was arrested and as 
far as is known is still in jail. 
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Pentecostal churches, 
which have been growing 
Ethiopia, have been severely 
restricted in recent years. ,, 

Lutheran church leader Gudina Tumsa, kidnapped four years ago, though still listed 
as missing is presumed dead. 

Murderous Macias: 
A Turn for the Better 

A third Central African country in 
which Christians have faced consider
able pressure in recent years is little
known Equatorial Guinea, which has 
400,000 people. Following its inde
pendence from Spain in 1968, the 
country was gripped for 10 years in the 
ruthless dictatorship of President Fran
cisco Macias Nguema who abolished 
the new constitution and the parlia
ment, murdered tens of thousands of 
people, and sent thousands more into 
exile. Macias named himself "Presi
dent for Life, Major General of the 
Armed Forces, Great Maestro of Popu
lar Education, Science and Traditional 
Culture, President of the United Na
tional Workers' Party and the only 
miracle of Equatorial Guinea . .. . " 
Educated in Catholic schools, he 
preached a militant atheism and put 
daily pressure on the churches, Cath
olic and Protestant alike. The " mira
cle" is that the churches survived 
Macias. 

In November 1974, early in Macias' 
rule, One World magazine of the 
World Council of Churches reported 
that the impact of Macias was felt at 
every level of life. " The educational 
system has been crippled by the 
murder or arrest of teachers .... Since 
1968, most of the missionaries have 
been expel led and the local clergy 
have been put under increasing 
pressure, including imprisonment and 
torture .. . . Church leaders have been 
prevented from travelling abroad, the 
Presbyterian Church was unable to be 
represented at the recent Assembly of 
the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
and internal church meetings of all 
kinds must receive the specific approv
al of the authorities, which has to be 
sought several months in advance. " 

The Reformed Church of Equatorial 
Guinea was formed in 1973 from 
Presbyterian and Methodist and World 
Crusade churches and had 10,000 
members and 12 pastors in the largely 
Roman Catholic nation . 

One World magazine quoted an 
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unnamed Christian at the time, who 
expressed the hope of many Christians 
in the post-colonial age in Central 
Africa : " I believe that the Christian 
hope encompasses the search for 
people to be free and that the justice of 
God reigns on earth as in heaven .. . 
justice is not limited to colonized 
countries but must also apply to 
independent countries which practice 
dictatorship, violence against life and 
human rights ." 

In 1979 Macias was deposed and 
killed, ending a reign which the 
Newsletter of the Al I Africa Conference 
of Churches called " notorious for its 
cruelty and oppression." The follow
ing year members of the Reformed 
Church were able to hold a meeting for 
the first time since Macias came to 
power. 

While the situation is now not nearly 
as desperate as it was, and many 
political prisoners have been released 
by the current head of state, Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo, Amnesty Interna
tional claims that detention without 
trial and other human rights violations 
do occur. In general, though, there is 
no particular religious persecution 
going on today in Equatorial Guinea. 
In August, 1982 the country adopted 
one of the continent' s most liberal 
constitutions, promising protection of 
human rights, universal suffrage and 
an elected parliament. 

Churchmen in Government 

Bordering Equatorial Guinea on 
Africa ' s west coast is Gabon, a 
French-speaking country of less than a 
million people. It is known in the U.S. 
as the site of Albert Schweitzer's 
Lambarene. Gabon's one-party gov
ernment is ruled by President Omar 
Bongo, and while the country is 
ranked as " not-free" and there are no 
constitutional guarantees of speech, 
press, or assembly, these rights are 
enjoyed within certain limits. None
theless, Amnesty International has 
been concerned with legislative 
changes in recent years designed to 
suppress any opposition and about 
mass arrests and detentions without 
trial. Known as the " Bastion of the 
Cross in Africa," Gabon is the most 
Christian of the French-speaking 
states in Africa . 

In mid-March of last year Jean Marc 
Ekoh, 53, a school supervisor for the 
Protestant educational system in the 
country--one out of every ten schools 
is Protestant in Gabon-was arrested 
and no explanation was given by the 
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anapoli . He i no Ii ing in the U .. 
in Oklahoma and th United Method
i t Church of Lib ria has a ne bi hop, 
Arthur F. Kulah . rgeant Samu I K. 
Do , who with 19 men o erthr w 
Tolb rt, i Lib ria ' head of tate . It i 
reported that the lo e relation hip the 
Unit d M thodi t Church had ith th 
pre iou go ernm nt, as well as Bi h
op Warner' ill-advi d attempt to tir 
up Lib rian from neighboring Sierra 
Leone, put Lib rian United ethodi t 
in a tenuou po ition with the ne 
go ernment for a while, but th 
relation hip has now a tly improved . 

Speak Out or Keep Quiet 

Of II the countrie in sub-Saharan 
frica , it i probabl Ghana which has 

the reputation of having the most 
out poken Chri tian communit . o 
matter who i in power-and the 
current head of tate i the ideali tic 
but i neffecti e Flight Lieutenant Jerr 
Rawling who ha twice taken o er in 
coups--the churches and especially 
the Christian Council of Ghana are 
ure to let their oice be heard . The 

Counci I has been critical of the 
Chri tian communit as well . For 
in tance, in 1981 the Re . C. A. An a, 
the Council ' s general secretary , 
blamed Chri tian for contributing to 
the country' economic trouble b 
being " materiali tic. " The " moral and 
piritual qualit of Chri tian till 

leaves much to be de ired nd Chris
tians eem to ha e hid their light under 
a bu hel ," he aid . 

o far no church leader ha b en 
impri oned b Rawling , whom the 
Re . Yenwith Whitne liken to " a 
high chool kid who ha taken over the 
high chool " and doe n't know what 
to do ith it. The church leader 
ba icall object to hi inability to lead 
the country, rather than to his idea Ii m 
and populist ision . The go ernment 
ha killed people poradically, but 
there i certain I no stematic re
p re ion of the Church . Right no the 
country' primary problem is a se ere 
economic depre ion aggra ated b 
the udden forced return from igeria 
of thou and of Ghanaian expatriates. 

One of the mo t repressi e regimes 
in ub-Saharan Africa is that of Mobu
tu e e eko of Zaire ( ee the article b 
Dr. Henry Jackson in thi issue). A ear 
ago Dr. John C. Pritchard, who heads 
the Africa office of the (former) Presb -
terian Church in the United States in 
Atlanta, Georgia, told a panel of the 
U. . Hou e of Re pre entati e that 

obutu ' regime i among the most 

repre i e in Afr ica and its p ople are 
among the most economicall de
pri ed . Mobutu him elf, b his own 
admis ion, is the fifth richest man in 
the world . American identification 
with Mobutu was " unb Ii ably naive 
and hart- ighted," he aid, calling 
Mobutu " a t rant. " 

Pritchard 's church ha long had 
relationship with Zaire, formerl the 
Belgian Congo; Presb terians, like 
United Methodist , are part of the 
Egli e du Christ au Zaire (ECZ), a 
go ernment-encouraged umbrella 
union of 61 Protestant " communi
ties," that is, denominations, who 
recei e government subsidies for 
church- run hospitals, schools and 
public health program . (The 250,000 
member Presbyterian Church has re
cently threatened to withdraw from the 
ECZ over differences with the Rev. 
Bokeleale Bokambanza, ECZ presi
dent. ) According to former Zaire UM 
mis ionary Omar Hartzler, it is safe to 
sa that the ECZ has not seen itself in 
the role of a government critic, but, he 
adds, it i likely they have tried to exert 
a moderating influence privately. This 
is the wa the churches worked under 
the Belgian colonial administration 
and they ha e continued this pattern in 
the post-colonial period . The ECZ's 
one public effort was its successful 
campaign to get the government to 
return control of the church schools to 
th churche . either, he notes, has 
the 4-million member Kimbanguist 
Church , which is not a part of the ECZ, 
been an more publically outspoken 
than the ECZ. The Catholic bishops 
ha e b ·en more outspoken , primarily 
whenthe ha e eentheirownchurch 
intere t threatened but al o to oppose 
U .S. military aid to Mobutu . 

How the churches work out their 
own relationship to their governments 
in Central Africa will continue to be an 
important part of their I ife and witness. 
Certainly, no generalization applies 
equally to all these countries. The 
rapidit with which go ernments 
change in Central Africa argues for 
caution . But occasional I the situation 
becomes so intolerable that the only 
recourse is to be publicly prophetic. In 
those cases, the churches of sub-Sa
haran Africa depend greatly on their 
contacts in the world-wide ecumeni
cal mo ement so that at least those 
who oppress know that what the do is 
not done in a corner . • 

Contributing Ed itor Char les E. Brewster 
i mini ter of the First Pre b terian Church 
of Fore t H ill , 
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Isaac A. Bivens 

A Holistic View 
of Central Africa 
For the past several 

months thousands of 
Christians in the United 
States have been studying 
facts about some 29 Afri
can nations referred to col
lectively as Central Africa. 
Theirs is a significant effort 
to eradicate some of the 
stubborn misconceptions 

which have historically distorted 
American views of Africa. 

Because of these commendable 
efforts, many people are now aware of 
a truly diversified continent with sepa
rate nations and rich cultures. Many 
people now know for the first time that 
Africa has had a significant history 
with the development of African cul
ture and societies traumatically inter
rupted and stymied by brutal forms of 
European colonialism. Hopefully, 
they have come to see clearly that the 
formidable problems facing Africa as a 
whole are deeply related to some 
inherent qualities of Western socie
ties, Western economies, Western 
religions and Western theological 
perceptions . 

It will indeed be an unpardonable 
travesty of fairness and honesty if the 
mission studies on Central Africa do 
not help us to de-methologize the 
American concept that Africa is as 
good as it is because of the presence of 
Westerners and that Africa is as bad as 
it is because of an inherent Africaness . 

It is good for us to know that Liberia 
and Nigeria are two different nations, 
that there are separate colonial his
tories in Africa, that most of the 
governments are controlled by the 
military. This encyclopedic fact 
awareness of Africa must be the 
ground upon which a wider under
standing of the continent is based. 

Famine in Africa which is hovering 
over the continent in larger and larger 
dimensions today has been and is 
exacerbated by the necessary attempts 
of African nations to participate in a 
world market which refuses to deal 
with the economic realities of the 
continent. To condemn the prolifera
tion of military coups in Africa without 
a comparative analysis of the effect of 
imposed currency devaluations by the 
International Monetary Fund on the 
masses of the poor in these nations is to 
play favoritism with our prejudices 
and to ignore the hard facts that 
confront African governments. 

There are solid reasons why geo
graphic sections of the world should 
be the focus of a Christian mission 
study. Those reasons are beyond the 
mere sharing of a rainbow of accumu
lated demographics with our partici
pants. Facts can be accumulated in the 
isolation of a library and shared 
disinterestedly through xerox copying. 
If this were our goal, postal cards or 
mimeographed letters would save us 
much time and money. 

Our goals for mission studies are not 
plastic and cannot be achieved by 
synthetic schemes, however sophisti
cated or cosmetic. We are interested in 
the people of Central Africa, their 
quality of life or the absence of it. We 
seek not to impose judgments on their 
lives based on our life styles or our 
values or our lack of values. But as we 
perceive ourselves as a people of God, 
by God's gift through God 's grace, we 
are led by the same spirit to see that 
same grace universally given and 
bestowed upon all people. Therefore, 
it is essential that a Christian mission 
study course on Central Africa proceed 
with a Christian ethos and aegis. What 
is unique in the pre-colonial period of 
Central African history that enables 
bridge-building between the pre-co
lonial African experience and Chris
tianity? What unique religious experi
ences did Africans encounter in their 
colonialization by the French, the 
Germans, the Belgians, the Portugese 
and the British, which influenced the 
present? What impact did these unique 
experiences have on post-colonial 
Christianity? The questions must also 
be raised in the political social and 
economic areas. As they are raised and 
responded to the chances for our 
understanding of the people of Centra I 
Africa will increase. 

From a purely Christian viewpoint I 
am saying that our mission study must 
have mission as a goal. This means 
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study with compassion. I believe 
Christianity has such a tremendous 
appeal to Africa because at the center 
of the gospel there is a cross . It is a 
symbol of triumphant suffering. On the 
cross there is a triumphant savior, 
Jesus. To try to understand Islam in 
Africa or Christianity in Africa without 
the appreciation for the role of re
demptive suffering is futile. Through
out Central Africa Islam is a very 
significant force and so it will remain . 
Christianity is growing through God's 
revelation to the people. Can and will 
these two religions live side by side 
and function as leavens for al I the 
people? Or wi II they explode with 
destructive social force? Are there 
valid insights in the African 's faith 
coming out of African Christian experi
ences in Central Africa which will 
permit a greater compatibility in Africa 
between these two historical religions? 
Where will the answers come from? 
They wi 11 come from the people of 
Central Africa. They will come in 
theological writings, in patterns of 
co-existence and understanding 
which will be new and challenging. 
Certain accommodations will take 
place between these two communities 
which will make their presence effec
tive. Si mi larly we wi 11 see the Christian 
churches in Central Africa, and indeed 
in all of Africa, developing patterns of 
accommodation to governments 
committed to various social ideologies 
for the purpose of national unity. 
Before we become critical we must 
first attempt to understand each situa
tion. We also must reflect upon the 
patterns of accommodation which we 
have adopted as Christians in the West 
with our own political social and 
economic systems. In this way we can 
become open for a dialogue on the 
faith on a universal level. 

Finally, let me remind us that once 
again we have drawn the dividing lines 
in Africa. By now most of the people 
who will read this will know of the 
Berlin Conference at which the Euro
pean colonial powers separated the 
people and the land of Africa accord
ing to European desires and adven
tures. Much of the social instability of 
Africa is rooted in those actions of the 
Berlin Conference. Now we have 
determined , with that same history in 
mind, what nations in Africa are in 
Central Africa . Included in our list are 
nations and people with such wide 
and significant differences that the 
term " Central Africa" should be de
fined by those who .made up the list. 
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There are some very obvious differ
ences between this list of nations for 
Central Africa and other nations for 
other sections of the continent. One of 
the most obvious differences is that the 
list of nations included in Central 
Africa include most of the former 
French Colonialism SulrSahara Afri
ca. They are generally excluded from 
our church list which dealt with West 
Africa for example. 

Historically, we Americans have 
been able to draw lines around chal
lenges we do not want to face . At one 
point, with the introduction of the 
Monroe Doctrine, we drew a line 
around the rest of the world . Language 
has been the basis of some of the line 
drawing. Religion has been another. 
While we have "drawn lines" in the 
mission study material we have also 
seen the area indicated as "Central 
Africa" as a cha I lenge to us for a new 
awareness and for a deeper under
standing of mission in Africa today. 
We are saying that language, religion 
or history can be no barriers to the love 
of Jesus which compels us. We draw 
these lines like the mason uses a plumb 
line to measure what we must do, 
rather than to signify the end of our 
work. The study of Central Africa can 
help us deal with the vast variety of 
Africa, to destroy old myths and to 
break old stereotypes. 

From false monolithic views, we 
have developed certain social, eco-

nomic and psychological responses 
which have prevented us from dealing 
with the conditions imposed upon 
Africa and Africans. It is this shadow 
over our minds which permits our 
people in the United States and our 
government to ignore the genuine 
aspirations of the African people for 
food , freedom, peace, and for a justice 
born of the faith. To all who have 
studied Central Africa in mission 
courses and on college campuses, 

THE AFRICANS 
by David Lamb 
Random House . 363 pp$ 7 7. 95 . 

One of a number of excellent books on 
Africa published recently by major houses. 
This one is by a noted foreign correspon
dent who traveled to almost every one of 
the forty-odd countries south of the Sa
hara-including those of Central Africa . 

through the materials prepared for this 
mission study, and who have gathered 
the facts, I say now they must breathe 
into facts the spirit of life and hope of 
the Africa people. • 

Dr. Bivens is Deputy General Secretary 
for Africa and Europe in the World Divi sion 
of the General Board of Global Min istries . 

He talked to presidents and gueri I la 
leaders, university professors, witch doc
tors and " shantytown residents ." This is a 
portrait of a continent ful l of hope and 
suffering. 

David Lamb, w ho spent four years 
roam ing sub-sahara Africa for the Los 
Angeles Times, explains why Marxi sm 
shouldn 't work in Africa, why one of the 
richest agricultural areas on earth can' t 
feed itself, and why we continue to po int at 
the horror of South African apartheid-and 
yet overlook the murders of hundreds of 
thousands who have been ki lled simply 
because they belonged to the wrong tr ibe . 

Special notice should be given to the 
considerable attention Mr. Lamb gives to 
the role that Christian ity , churches and 
missionaries have played in the develop
ment of Africa over the years . 

"""'-------, r N0-931435-2 ' 

Lessons Long Remembered 
A verse in Proverbs tells us that if we teach a child how life should be 

lived, the lesson will be remembered all that child's life. But religious 
education is often neglected in the institutional setting - among 
children who need to hear about God's love the most. Every girt and 
boy needs to know that "Jesus loves the little children of the world ." 
Your gift will enable children to know 
God through counselors and pastors 
in chaplaincy projects. If'~ 

.. , . -

The United Methodl5t Child Support Program is part of the 
worldwide ministry of The General Board of Global Ministries. 
with all childcare Institutions approved as Advance Specials . 

CITY _____ _ STAT _____ _ 

ZIP _____ _ CHURCH ____ _ 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE ________ _ 

Clip this coupon and 
mail with your check to : 
General Board of 
Global Ministries 
NATIONAL PROGRAM DIVISION 
Room 1439 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York , NY 10115 
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HOW EUROPE UNDERDEVELOPED 
AFRICA 
by Walter Rodne y 
Howard Un ivers ity Press . 288 pp. $10 .50 

First published in Great Britain in 1972 
and in the United States in 1974, this book 
is an inquiry into the inter-relations of 
Europe and Africa from the fifteenth 
century to the end of the colonial period. 
Dr. Rodney, a Guyanese graduate of the 
University of West Indies and the Schoo l of 
Oriental and African Studies, London 
University, examines African growth be
fore the coming of the Europeans, and 
treats the European slave trade as a basic 
factor in African underdevelopment and 
stagnation . 

Through the author' s scholarly analysis 
of the relation between Europe and Africa, 
the reader stands to gain a deeper under
standing of Africa's past and, perhaps , 
what some of its trends are in the 
not-too-distant future . 

THE LIFE OF MY YEARS 
by Prince A. Taylor, Jr . 
Abingdon Press . 160 pp. $9.95 

Reti red bishop Prince (Albert) Taylor, Jr ., 
has written an interesting and important 
book at a time in history when not too 

many United Methodist bishops are writ
ing books of any kind, let alone books that 
reveal their attitudes and chronicle the 
events of their persona l life and ministry. 
Because of the dearth of such books there 
are things about major events within the 
church that we may never know. 

Bishop Taylor was the last American 
bishop to head the United Methodist 
Church In Liberia, West Afr ica, and one of 
the last th ree American UM bishops to 
serve in Africa (the others being Bishop 
Newell H . Booth and Bishop Ralph E. 
Dodge). His all-too-brief chapter on Li
beria since the coup in 1980, and the more 
detailed chapter on his years in Liberia 
provide participants in the Central Africa 
study valuable information on the life of 
The United Methodist Church in the 
country where the overseas mission wo rk 
of the church began 150 years ago. 

FROM THE CONGO TO SOWETO: 
U.S. FOREIGN POLICY TOWARD AFRI
CA SINCE 1960 
by H enry F. Jackson 
William Morrow. 324 pp. $13.95 

Th'e author, whose article on Zaire 
appears on page 8, has w ritten what many 
scho lars cons ider a landmark work. " Even 
if there were not a serious dearth of 
literatu re available regardi ng U.S. po licy 

l't111(cA l,l\ lor Jr 

toward Africa since 1960," says Willa rd R. 
Johnson, professor of political science at 
Massachusetts Institute of Techno logy, 
" From the Congo to Soweto would be an 
extremely important book. The case stu
dies are particula rl y well chosen to orients 
the reader towards those critical issues 
which will have conti nui ng importance fo r 
U.S. relations wi th Africa over the coming 
decades." 

Pay particula r attention to his chapter on 
Afro-Americans and Africa (The Unbroken 
Link). In th is chapter Dr. Jackson docu
ments the significant and indelible impact 
of Black American missionaries on the 
United States cu !tu ra I penetration in Li
ber ia, Sierra Leone, and much of sub-Sa
haran Africa. 

George M. Daniels 

"The Bicentennial of American Methodism" 
celebrates the origins of the church, including the 
heritage of the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 
Meditations and anecdotes highlight the joys and 
struggles of itinerant preachers as they "spread 
scriptural holiness throughout the land." Another 
theme for prayer is Peace. 

Dottie Garwick of Minneapolis, Minnesota, writes, 
"My husband and I enjoy ~sing the Prayer Calendar 
daily. It is a real gift and a powerful reminder of 
missions, projects and servants of Christ around the 
world." 

A unified directory gives birthdays and addresses 
of World and National Division mmionaries, deaconesses 
and other church workers. You can keep in touch 
with retired workers, whose addresses and fields of 
mission are given. New features include a different 
typeface for easier reading abd new maps. 

The Prayer Calendar is a guide to daily devotions. 

Prayer anda 
Bicentennial Celebration 

Use it to direct your prayers for Christ's work and 
grow in your understandlng of worldwide mission. 

Make the Prayer Calendar ( #4262) your thought
ful gift for aU who care about mission. 
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When is a calendar a treasury of mission Inspiration 
and information? When it's the 1984 Prayer Calendar 
of course! 
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Off press November 1; price S2.85 plus postage and 
handling. 

Order from Service Center, General Board of Global 
Ministries, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 

ANT 1 

BIO( 
by El 
The I 

Thi 
the I 

wom 
worn 
ter. f 
worn 
tion ( 
achiE 
Ame 
granl 
well , 
orig i1 
long 
1920 
natio 

G1 
CE 
ti1 
Sc 

Z1 
SC 
~ 
fa 
bt 
er 

Un 
Ce 
45: 



ANTOINETTE BROWN BLACKWELL: A 
BIOGRAPHY 
by Elizabeth Cazden 
The Feminist Press. 3 7 5 pp. $ 16 .95 

The first complete biography of one of 
the early leaders in the struggle for 
women 's rights and the first American 
woman to be ordained a Christian min is
ter . Her life is actually the history of the 
women' s rights movement . The culmina
tion of her efforts on behalf of women was 
achieved with the rat ification of the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. Con stitut ion 
granting women the right to vote . Black
well, a Congregationalist, was the onl y 
original women' s rights activist who lived 
long enough to vote . (On ovember 2, 
1920, she voted for the fi rst time in a 
national election at the age of ninety-five. ) 

IN SEARCH OF EXCELLENCE: 
LESSONS FROM AMERICA'S 
BEST-RUN COMPANIES 
by Thomas }. Peters and Robert H . 
Waterman , Jr. 
Harper & Row . 360 pp. $ 79.95 

A remarkable study of successfu I busi
ness management, telling why some co r
porat ions do extraordinarily well while 
others wallow in mediocrity. This study of 
management techn iques provides stra ight
forward answers and numerous "lessons" 
useful to any executive today. 

MENTAL HEAL TH AND PEOPLE OF 
COLOR: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
AND CHANGE. 
Edited by ja y C. Chunn, II, Patricia }. 
Dunston, and Fari ya l Ross-Sherri ff. 
Howard University Press. 472 pp. $24 .95 

Th is hefty book must have involved a 
monumental amount of work to produce. 
Sixty-four ethnic minority professionals in 
the mental health field contributed to its 
sixteen chapters. Mental Health and Peo
ple of Color is divided into four parts: 
Psychology, Social Work, Psychiatry, and 
Psychiatric Nursing. Each part has four 
chapters, one written by each of the 
members of the ethnic groups which are 

FREE!New Choir 
Robe Style Catalog. 

Collegiate's 47 Choir Robe 
styles and over 129 colors 
and fabrics are displayed 

beautifully in two new 
catalogs that are yours 

Free. Mail this coupon 
today . 

f c0LLEGIAT'E-1 
CAP & GOWN CO. I Division of Carnation I 

I 1000 N. Market St., Champaign, IL 61820 I 
I Name _________ , 

I Church I 
I Address I 
I City State I 
L

Zip Phone _ • 
__________ .. 

CENTRAL AFRICA - A Rousing Mission Study 

Gain insight into the struggles and 
celebrations of Central African Chris
tians in former colonial countries 
south of the Sahara and north of the 
Zambezi River. Through these re
sources, learn how the Christian church 
is growing rapidly while Islam and other 
faiths, present a challenge. Nation 
building and leadership development 
emphasize a holistic approach to life. 

Unless otherwise specified. order from Service 
Center. 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati , Ohio 
45237. 

FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH 
Journey of Struggle, Journey in Hope. 
(#4238) By Jane Heaton. author /compiler. 
The people of Central Africa are on a 
journey of struggle against colonial domina
tion and neo-colonial superpowers. It is 
also a hopeful journey as they establish a 
theology that is uniquely African, but 
relevant to the whole world. Share the 
journey through words, art and I ife stories 
of African writers and others. $5 .50 

Joining the Journey. (#4239) By Esther 
L. Megill_. This guide includes learning 
activities, additional background on Central 
Africa, worship helps, and an appendix with 
a history of mission efforts for each country 
included in the study. Bound into the book 
is a flexible record enriching the study. $6.95 

Journey of Struggle, 
Journey In Hope --

Map 'N' Facts: Central Africa. (#4244) This 
colorful 23" x 35" map shows some 27 
countries included in the study. Four small 
maps present language groups, pre-colonial 
empires, colonial patterns, natural resources 
and crops. On the back are statistics about 
each country that provide information on 
size, type of government, ethnic groups, 
churches, and missions. $3.95 

New World Outlook Special October Issue 
on Central Africa ( #4306 ). Order extra copies 
to supplement and enhance your mission 
study. 75¢ per copy; $1 .00 per copy after 
Jan. 1, 1984. 

AUDIOVISUALS 
Religion in Nigeria: Christianity, This color
ful documentary film from the CBS-TV series 
"For Our Times" depicts conversations with 
church leaders, people at worship, and 
commentators on the interaction of 
religions. Issues explored include: indigeni
zation, social services. role of women, and 
contributions of Christianity. 28 min. Rental 
from Ecufilm, 810 Twelfth Ave. So., 
Nashville, TN 37203. 16mm film , $30 ; 
Video cassettes (all formats) S20. (Not 
available from Service Center.) 

Central Africa Slide Set. ( #4258) 20 color 
slides and reading script. Interprets aspects 
of the peoples. cultures and issues of the 
region . 
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represented , Black, Asian and Pacific 
Amer icans, America n Indians and Alaska 

atives, and H ispanics. 
Group w rit ing endeavors generally have 

an uneven w rit ing style throughout, but 
th is text does not. The editors must have 
done a lot of work w ith the teams w ho 
contribu ted the chapters. The book is 
wel l-wri tten, but since it uses an academic 
style of writi ng, it w ill not be light reading 
fo r the average reader . 

In each cha pter, the co ntr ibutors first 
deli neate the si tuation of mental heal th 
services given to their ethnic group. 
Specific examples are given of the lack of 
serv ices and of the lack of qual ity of 
services. Relevant statistics and graphs are 
incl uded . At the end of each chapter is a 
section on strategies for change and a 
lengthy bib liography w hich will aid curric
ulum developers in improving their edu
cationa l offeri ngs. 

Much of the vo lume describes the state 
of the menta l health f ie ld today in relation 
to the qua I ity and quantity of services 
avail able to ethn ic minori ties and points 
out common errors made by wh ite workers 
espec iall y. For instance, whi te mental 
health professionals and ethn ic minoriti es 
trained in a menta l health field whose 
approach is based on Western cultur.a l 
assamptions tend to appl y the ir val ue 

systems to ethnic minority persons wi thout 
regard to d ifferent personal and cultural 
real ities. They also tend to stereotype 
persons from races and cultures w hich do 
not fit under the white Western category. 
Some basic differences in value systems 
among races and cu ltures are given in the 
book and a few case stud ies are presented 
w hich bring out the limitations of the 
present w hite-value oriented educational 
system fo r mental health professiona ls. 
Approaches to correcti ng thi s weakness 
are given . 

Those who w i 11 get the most use out of 
thi s book are, of course, persons involved 
w ith the menta l hea lth cu rriculum devel
opment and those in the mental hea lth fie ld 
itself. Mi nisters and Christian educators 
who are involved in counseli ng and 
teachi ng wil l also ga in from read ing this 
book and referr ing to its bibl iograph ies. 
The text will suggest some areas w here 
they can improve thei r work w ith people 
from races or cul tures w hich differ from 
their own . A lso the book may give them 
suggestions about how to determine if the 
method and approach of menta l health 
workers and institutions to w hom they may 
refer people of color is suitable. 

Another group which will be interested 
in this book are those w ho are co ncerned 
w ith institutional rac ism. Mental Hea lth 

and People of Co lor not only identifies 
many specific instances of institutional 
racism but al so suggests action-oriented 
solutions fo r dealing w ith it in the mental 
health field . A number of these strategies 
cou ld be adapted and applied to other 
i nstitutiona I si tuations. 

Nancy A. Carter 
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Church Bulletlne, Poet Ce,. • Chrilt- Cerda 
FREE SAWLES AND 

ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE· Write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

''While I'm at Work, My Savings Are 
Helping to Build Churches'' 
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Good stewardsh ip is more than giv ing to worthy 
causes. It 's also knowing how your savings are be ing 
used . 

Good stewardship of God's gifts involves total money 
management. And there 's a way United Methodists 
can use their savings to help create new Christian 
commun it ies. 

That way is The United Methodist Development Fund. 
More than 2,500 ind ividuals li ke Jomai Wood, Account
ing Clerk, are certificate holders in UMDF. A certificate 
can be purchased for on ly $100. One individual has 
$1 mill ion in savings in UMDF. 

UMDF peop le know the ir money is safe . Since 
February 1981, their rate of return has been 9 percent. 
That 's better than most bank savings plans. Their funds 
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can be withdrawn whenever needed , or add itional 
savings can be deposited regularly. 

But best of all , UMDF people know their money is 
be ing used to help build new churches, renovate 
exist ing ones and enable churches to expand their 
ministries. 

Write today to find out how you can join The United 
Methodist Development Fund . 

Yes. I would like add itional information. 

Ms. Nova Langston 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
Room 303- 1 D, 475 Rivers ide Drive 
New York, NY 10115 

NAME----------------

CITY-------STATE---ZIP---

The offering is made by Prospectus only, limited to states 
where the fund is exempt or reg istered. Call or write for a 
free prospectus and further information. (Phone 212 -
870-3856.) 
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Ill II~~ 1ull11~ 
EW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an 

exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Rates for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15). Post Office 
Bo numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each; 
abbre iations and zip codes count as one word . Send all copy (w ith 
chec money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to : EW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, ew York, 

.Y. 10115. 
For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/call : 

The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road , King of Pruss ia, PA 
19406 (215) 265-0648 . 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

IE GE ERAL Board of Global M inistries of 

e United Methodist Church, an Equal 

>portunity and Affirmative Action Employ

is committed to appointing active Chris-

ns as partners- in-miss ion (missionaries) 

erseas and as church and community 

•r ers in the U.S. , Puerto Rico, and the 

S. Virgin Is lands. Following is a partial 

ing of opportunities currently avai lable: 

Overseas 

RGEO 1, Ganta, Liberia, for 60-bed 

spita l w/nurses training and special lepro

programs. 

IGLISH TEACHERS, Algeria , two posi

ns, university level. Specialization sought 

linguistics w/Engl ish as second language, 

nture or related field. Term: minimum of 

o years . 

Wesley Girls High School, Taiwan, and 

Tainan Theological School. 

SECO DARY TEACHERS , Z i mbabwe , 

especially in English, math, general science, 

biology, chemistry, physics, teachers ' tra in

ing. 

TEACHI G URSE, Kamina, Zaire, for 

3-year course for registered nurses, erving 

hospital and 1 6 rura l health centers . 

MISSIO ARY ASSOCIATES, Japan/Korea, to 

teach in Christ ian schools, intermediate to 

university level. Terms: 2-3 years. 

CONSULT A Ton specia l ministries, Korea, 

with Korean Method ist Conference on the 

development and support of special minis

tries . Work w ith handicapped, urban/factory 

workers. Term: 4 years, renewable. 

EVA GELISTIC TEACHER, Sierra Leone. 

FIELD TREASURER, Zaire, to work with 3 

Annual Conferences. B.A. accounting and 
>CATIO ED specialist, India, to tra in business administration preferred . 
:h school grads as fi tters, machinists, 

>I-and-d ie makers, rural agro-mechanics. 

rm : 3 years. 

OGRAM ASSOCIATES for Ch ina Program 

laison fundions in U.S. , Hong Kong, and 

rhaps China. Asian Americans preferred . 

STORAL COUPLE for Argentina . Term : 6 

ars. 

.STORAL COUPLES (3) for Brazil. Please 

te, however, that effort to secure visas for 

ssion personnel in Brazil is an extremely 

lg and often unsuccessful one. We con

ue to include these openings in hopes that 

uation w ill change. 

1STORAL COUPLES needed for Caribbean 

~ ion . Specific ass ignments w ill be made 

·ough the Method ist Church in the Carib

an and the Americas. 

WSICIA , for Haiti. There is great need for 

lhysic ian especially in the area outside of 

1rt-au-Prince. The Jeremie Circuit has a 

cial program with several dimensions but 

th is point does not include medical 

rvices . They wish to further serve the 

mmunity by add ing th is ministry. 

AC HERS OF E GLISH as fore ign language 

~ needed at Taiwan Theologica l School, 

Domestic 

CHURCH A D COMMUNITY WORKERS 

are needed to promote self-development of 

people in a wide variety of communities 

ranging from the mountains of Appalach ia 

and rural Mississippi to iso lated areas of the 

West and Midwest. Workers w ill participate 

in organization and coord ination of local 

church and community efforts dealing with 

issues as unemployment, housing, transpor

tation, i lliteracy, child-care, recreation and 

health and nutrition. A Church and Commu

nity Worker is needed in each of the 

following areas: 

ARKA SAS: Three Rivers Parish Ministries. 

A cooperative ministry composed of nine 

churches in rural/town and country setting is 

characterized by lack of adequate employ

ment, lack of transportation, inadequate care 

facilit ies and programs for older adults, etc. 

Person w ill assist in planning, implementa

tion of parish programs, work toward estab

lishment of day care facil ities, parenting 

education, communication/visitation care 

system for shut-ins, transportation network 

for elderly, etc. 

APPALACHIA: Person to work through The 

United Methodist Church and ecumenically 

CLASSIFIED 
to enable the Church in the Appa lachian 

Region to understand and respond better to 

hunger, justice and economic issues in order 

to meet human and soc ial needs more 

effedively. Person w ill work w ith existing 

projects and ass ist i n develop i ng new 

projects in Appalach ia where unemploy

ment is over 20 percent; where one-third of 

the people live below poverty level; and 
where ha lf of the adu lt popu lation has less 

than a high school education. 

KE TUCKY: Person needed coord inate 

project designed to reach res idents of two 

housing projects in two neighborhoods of 

Ash land , KY. M inistry includes day camps, 

5-day-a-week pre-school program and year

round act ivities w ith children two days a 

week. There is tutoring program for grades 

1-8 focus ing mainly on remedial read ing and 

math, and a physical fitness program for 

women that provides childcare for part ici

pants. 

MISSISSIPPI : Winston County United Meth

odist Min istry is a cooperative ministry 

involving 1 5 United Method ist churches, 

designed to strengthen these churches and to 

enable them to reach out to the community. 

MISSOURI : Lakes Di51rict United Methodist 

Ministry is an ecumenical ministry supported 

by seven denominations which serves an 

eight-county area. It includes a Singles 

Ministry, Mother to Mother Ministry, Meals 

on Wheels, and other ministries with older 

adu lts and hunger related ministries. Leader

sh ip tra ining and consciousness ra ising are 

also important parts of this ministry. 

OKLAHOMA: Cookson Hills Center. A 

center designed to minister to the needs of a 

predominately at ive American population 

in a rura l setting. Person will work with 

establ ished programs such as emergency 

assistance, clothing ministry, food bank, 

garden project, etc . 

OREGO : Beatty United Methodist Ministry 

is a ministry to a predominately ative 

American popu lation living in an economi

ca lly depressed, isolated rural area which is 

characterized by no public transportation, a 

high incidence of alcoholism, no recrea

tional facilities, a high rate of unemploy

ment, etc . The preference is for a ative 

American for this position. 

COMMUNITY CENTERS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR needed immediate

ly at Rebecca Williams Community House, 

Warren, Ohio 

ADMI ISTRATIVE ASSISTA T and Book

keeper (two different positions) needed 

immediately, Wesley Community House, 

Louisville, KY. 

YO UTH SERVIN G MINISTRIES 

CHILDCARE WORKERS needed , Ethel 

Hapst Home, Inc., Cedartown , GA. 

CHILDCARE WORKERS , maintenance 

workers, public re lations/developer and So

cia l Worker needed immediately, Vashti 

Center, Thomasville, GA. 

DORMITORY supervisors (boys and girls), 

McCurdy School, Espanola, ew Mexico . 

ROBI SO SCHOOL in Santurce, Puerto 

Rico, has the following openings : 

Math teacher, 7th-8th grade 

English teacher, 9th-10th grade 

English (as second language) teacher 

COU SELOR for Secondary School 

LIBRARIA for Secondary Schoo l 

US - 2 PROGRAM 

YOUNG ADULTS to serve in a variety of 

ministries in U.S. and Virgin Is lands. Must 

have background in libera l arts, economics, 

poli tical science, socio logy, etc., or in health 

professions, recreation, child care , teaching, 

counseli ng, community organizing, issue 

education or church programming. Must 

have commitment to Christian faith and The 

Church . Sensitivity in cross-cu ltural sett ings 

is important. Financial support includes 

housing, food , hea lth insurance, $200 per 

month stipend. Application deadline : April 

1' 1984 

For applications or further information 

about mission opportunit ies and other 

openings listed above, please write: Office 

of M issionary Personnel, General Board of 

Global Ministries of The United Methodist 

Church, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1470, 

New York, NY 10115. 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

FUTURE LEADERS of The United Methodist 

Church need you r support. On World 

Commun ion Sunday, October 2, give so that 

the Crusade Scholarship Program can give. 

For 38 years the program, administered by 

the Genera l Board of Global M inistries, has 

helped ethnic minority United Methodists 

(U.S. and overseas persons) complete gradu

ate education . Crusade Scholars are in the 

forefront of every level of society from the 

episcopacy to government leadership, from 

lay leaders and educators to sc ientists, 

lawyers and health special ists. 

For more information about the Crusade 

Scholarship Program, w rite: Crusade Schol

arship Office, General Board of Global 

Minist ries, 475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 1470, 

'lew York, N.Y. 10115. 
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Ill WD~~ auU.~ CLASSIFIED 
political , economic, cultural and soc ial 

FUNDRAISING factors wh ich affect women 's health, the 

workbook shows the close relationsh ip 
IS YOUR CONGREGATION paralyzed and between health and national development 

in a financial bind? Is stewardship lagging and identifies the areas where changes need 
just when your church would like to start an 

ambitious bu i ld ing or renovation program / 

Or increase your church's operating budget 

or pay off debts? 
In 1982 a total of 180 United Methodist 

churches raised over $30 mil lion with the 

help of our denomination's Office of Finance 

and Field Service. Let us help you. The 

service is non-profit. Our field representa

tives are United Methodist stewardship 

leaders who he lp local congregations ra ise 

the level of spiritual involvement along w ith 

the level of givi ng. 
For a personal discussion of your needs, call: 

(212) 870-3837. O r write: 

Office of Finance & Field Service, 

United Methodist General Board 

of Global Ministr ies 

475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 31 6 

New York, N.Y. 10115 

PU BLICATIO NS 

MISSION AND EVA GELISM: AN ECU

MENICALAFFIRMATION is a study guide for 

congregat ions to encourage Christians to 

examine their calling as members of Christ' s 

Church worldwide. In July, 1982 the Central 

Comm i ttee of the World Council of 

Churches approved the document, which 

summarizes some central points which have 

been learned in the thinking and doing of 

mission and evangelism in the member 

churches of the World Council of Churches. 

Making the book experiential are thirteen 

case studies from around the world. Order 

Mission and Evangelism : An Ecumenical 

Affirmation (stock #4295) from Service 

Center, 7820 Read ing Road, Cincinnati , 

Ohio 45237. $1 .00 

A CHANCE TO CHANGE: WOMEN AND 

MEN IN THE CHURCH by Betty Thompson . 

An account of the World Council of 

Churches Sheffield Conference in 1981 

which exam ined the roles of women and 

men in the church. Partici pants discussed 

resu Its of a four-year study launched at the 

1975 WCC Assembly in Nairobi . In readab le 

style the book gives the flavor of the 

conference, summarizes major addresses 

and cites principal roadblocks . Useful for 

study groups w ithin the local congregations. 

Order A Chance to Change: Women and 

Men in the Church (Stock #4268) from 

Service Center, 7820 Read ing Road , Cinci n

nat i, Ohio 45237. $4 .95 . 

WOMEN AND HEALTH : ' A Woman ' s 

Hea lth is More than a Med ica l Issue' is a 

development education resource prepared 

by the Health and Welfare M inistries Pro

gram Department of the General Board of 

Global M inistries. Focusing attention on 

to take place in women 's lives and the world 

at-large. Order WOMEN AND HEALTH 

(#4292) from Service Center, 7820 Read ing 

Road , Cincinnati, OH 45237. $3 .50. 

REAL ESTATE RENTALS/SALES 

HOUSE, POCONO MTS., 3 BR, fully furn ., 

wrap-around patio, lakeview, 1 Y2 hrs. NYC, 

15 mins. Camel Back Mts., ski resort. 

Excellent skiing in winter . Swimming, boat

ing, tenn is, horseback riding, camping facil

ities nearby. 5 mins. to shops . Monthly, 

weekly, week-end , long-term rates . Contact: 

G. Patterson (212) 559-5825 . Weekdays 

after 6 pm: (212) 864-8049 . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

POCKET A LUMINUM CROSSES : " God 

Loves You" or " Jesus Christ is Lord ," 100, 

$20. Poems, " Cross in My Pocket," 2~ ; plus 

postage. Crosses-29, 1313 Falls Church, 

Rale igh, N.C. 27609. 

RETREAT CENTERS/CAMPS 

GULFSIDE METHODIST ASSEMBLY is a 

sprawling 140-acre retreat center along the 

Gulf of Mexico, 55 miles from New Orleans . 

Re lated to The United Methodist Church , 

Gulfside has been a center for Christian 

education, culture and recreat ion for nearly 

six decades. Founded in 1923, Gulfside's 

balmy weather, stately Mississippi pines and 

large shady oaks lure church groups, college 

students and civic clubs to its grounds year 

after year . Camping privileges available at 

nominal cost . Overnight accommodations 

for 100, banquet facilities for 300 persons 

also available. Auditorium seats 1,000. 

Crabbing, fishing, swimming are part of 

Gulfside's aquatic activities. For more infor

mation contact : Executive Director, Gulfside 

Method ist Assembly, Waveland , MS 39576, 

or call: (601 /467-4909). 

POSITIONS OPEN 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Town and Country 

Ministries, National Division , General Board 

of Global Ministries. 

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, National Division, 

General Board of Global Ministries. 

RECORDS MANAGER, Comptroller's Of

fice, General Board of Global Ministries . 

Letters of appl ication and resume may be 

sent to: Personnel Director, The General 

Board of Global M inistries, 475 Riverside 

Drive, Room 1476, New York, N.Y. l 0115 . 

The General Board of Global Minist ries is an 

Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 

Employer. 
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NEXT 
MONTH 

A NEW WORLD OUTLOOK EXCLUSIVE-THE FIRST OF A 
TWO-PART INTERVIEW WITH DR. WOODIE W. WHITE, IN 
WHICH THE FIRST AND ONLY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
OF THE UNITED METHODIST COMMISSION ON RELIGION 
AND RACE TALKS CANDIDLY ABOUT THE CHURCH'S 
PROGRESS IN ETHNIC AFFAIRS AND THE "PERCEPTION 
GAP" BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES-BY WINSTON H. 
TAYLOR 

ROOTS WITHOUT RIGHTS-A MISSIONARY'S FIRST-HAND 
ACCOUNT OF THE PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF 700,000 
KOREANS LIVING IN JAPAN-BY CAROLYN FRANCIS 

MAKING A WAY OUT OF NO WAY-A HEARTWARMING 
CHRONICLE OF WHAT HAPPENED WHEN A GROUP OF 
NORTHERN WHITE CATHOLICS MET WITH A GROUP OF 
SOUTHERN BLACK UNITED METHODISTS AND HELPED TO 
RESTORE AN OLD CHURCH PARSONAGE-BY MICHAEL 
G. MATEJKA. 

THE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF WOMEN-AN ANALYSIS 
OF A GROWING THIRD WORLD PROBLEM AND HOW SOME 
CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS ARE ATIEMPTING TO ATIACK 
THE ROOT CAUSES OF PROSTITUTION-BY FREE LANCE 
WRITER SUZANNE SHAUGHNESS'( AND CONTRIBUTING 
EDITOR DORIS FRANKLIN. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

NAME ---------------
(Please Print) 

------------ Zip-----

MAIL TO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK - Magazine Circulation 
Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45237 



Overseas 
Ministries 
Study 
Center 
of Ventnor, New Jersey 

60 Years Serving the Christian World Mission 
Rest and Renewal by the Sea 
In 1923, Marguerite and Ida Doane, daughters of the hymn 
and Gospel song composer William Howard Doane, 
established in his memory ten missionary furlough 
apartments in Ventnor, New Jersey, calling them 'The 
Houses of Fellowship. 11 Over the past 60 years some 8,CXXJ 
missionary adults, 6,CXXJ children, and 3,CXXJ additional 
leaders of church and mission from all areas of the world 
have been served by this missionary project of the Doane 
family. Known since 1967 as the Overseas Ministries Study 
Center, the Center now offers 37 comfortable, fully 
furnished apartments, plus social and recreational facilities, 
located just one block from the famous Boardwalk and 
white sandy beach of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Continuing Education for the Christian World Mission 
In addition to the year-round residential program, OMSC 
conducts a continuing education program of mission 
studies, leading to an optional "Certificate in Mission 
Studies. 11 Some of today's foremost mission specialists come 
to OMSC each year to live and interact with the residents in 
a score of seminars and workshops. The Center also 
publishes the quarterly International Bulletin of Missionary 
Research, the largest circulation scholarly journal of mission 
studies in the world. 

International and Interdenominational Fellowship 
OMSC is known not only for its contribution to vocational 
and spiritual renewal for mission but for its international 
and interdenominational community life. During six 
decades of service to the Christian world mission, OMSC 

Lecturers of Recent Years: Johannes Aagaard, Mortimer Arias, Saphir 
Athyal, Raymond Bakke, Linwood Barney, Simon Barrington-Ward, 
R. Pierce Beaver, David Bosch, Joan Chatfield, Harvie Conn, Orlando 
Costas, Emilio Castro, Samuel Escobar, Charles Forman, Arthur Glasser, 
Paul Hiebert, Walter Hollenweger, David Howard, Donald Jacobs, 
Samuel Kamaleson, David Kerr, Kosuke Koyama, Louis Luzbetak, John 
Mbiti, Lois McKinney, Jose Miguez-Bonino, Kenneth Mulholland, 
Stephen Neill, Lesslie Newbigin, Eugene Nida, Rene Padilla, William 
Pannell, Melinda Roper, Vinay Samuel, James Scherer, Waldron Scott, 
Wilbert Shenk, Eugene Stockwell, Thomas Stransky, Bengt Sundkler, 
Johannes Verkuyl, Andrew Walls, Ted Ward . 

has welcomed representatives of more than 150 different 
mission agencies and denominations, as well as several 
hundred representatives of overseas national churches. 

Come and Be Part of the Unique OMSC Experience 
You are warmly invited to join the OMSC community for all 
or part of your next furlough or study leave. All 
missionaries, mission staff persons, teachers and students 
of the Christian world mission are welcome to apply. 

"I know of no center where such a broad spectrum of rrussiological issues and 
viewpoints is considered so openly, creatively and lovingly as at OMSC. It is an 
honor to share in this ministry." 

David M. Howard, General Secretary 
World Evangelical Fellowship 

"Through its conferences and study courses, and through the International 
Bulletin of Missionary Research, OMSC is doing a uniquely valuable service to the 
worldwide missionary cause." 

Lesslie Newbigin 
Burningham, England 

'Tm exceedingly grateful to God for OMSC's unique and significant contribution 
to our personnel and to the Church at large. " 

Gayton L. Berg, Jr., Presidl!'"l t 
Latin America Mission 

"We express our sincere gratitude for the ministry of OMSC to our missionaries 
and staff through your facilities and study program." 

Alice Giffin, Associate Executive Director 
American Baptist International Ministries 

"No other North American forum offers such freedom to such a wide spectrum 
of mission-minded Christians for growth in honest discussion, respectful 
understanding, and shared commitment." 

Thom» F. StrilllSky 
The Paulists 

" I' ve always felt that to fail to participate in the Ventnor programs was to 
rrnpoverish myself to some degree. The whole Church is in OMSC's debt. " 

Arthur F. Glllser 
Fuller Seminary School of World Mission 

,,. , ...,.~ ....... ., · 1 Write to: 
.- ......_. Overseas Ministries Study Center 
"'C I Gerald H . Anderson, Director 

..._ ......._ Ventnor, NJ 08406 
Publishers of the International Bu/Ietin of Missionary Research 






