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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments In Christian Mission 

July-August, 1983 

Presbyterians. The Presbyterian Church (USA) was formed on June 10 in a stirring 
ceremony in Atlanta, Georgia, ending a North-South split which dated from the Civil 
War. The Northern wing of the new church, known as the United Presbyterian Church 
(USA), had some 2.4 million members and the Southern wing, known as the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., had 815,000. The moderator of the new church, Dr. J. 
Randolph Taylor, comes from the Southern group and has been widely identified as 
one of the strongest advocates over many years of reunion of the two denominations. 
The new church becomes the fourth largest Protestant group in the country, after 
the Southern Baptists, the United Methodist Church, and the National Baptist 
Convention, a grouping of black churches. Inasmuch as the two Baptist bodies do not 
generally think of themselves as ''denominations" but only as conventions of 
churches, the Presbyterians become the second largest denomination. One task facing 
the new church is writing a ''Brief Statement of the Reformed Faith" to supplement 
the confessions of faith to which the two churches subscribe. Another is deciding 
the structure and location of the church's bureaucracy, the boundaries of 
presbyteries and synods, and the number of seminaries needed. The two Stated Clerks 
of the former churches, William P. Thompson of the UPC and James Andrews of the 
PCUS, will serve on an interim basis for a year and a committee will nominate one 
permanent stated clerk to be elected at the 1984 assembly •••• Another task of the 
new church will be to determine what it wants as a denominational magazine. A.O., 
the magazine of the Northern wing which for ten years has been published as -a-
cooperative venture with the United Church of Christ, ceases publication this month 
and its entire editorial staff will be released in August. The magazine's board has 
been abolished by the Church's Support Agency which has been concerned with 
deficits. The move has been criticized by leaders of the United Church of Christ, 
who say they were not informed of the impending action. Over the decade of its 
existence the magazine won numerous awards from the Associated Church Press for 
excellence and its editor, J. Martin Bailey, is a former president of the ACP. How 
the magazine's assets and liabilities will be divided by the two churches is not 
clear. Meanwhile, the editor of Presbyterian Survey, the magazine of the Southern 
wing, William Lamkin, has resigned to take another position in publishing. 

Volunteers in Mission. The Rev. Hans L. Aurbakken, a former UM missionary in 
Algeria and--:runisia for 30 years and a-former staff member of the World Division, 
has been named to a new post in the South Central Jurisdiction as director of 
Volunteers in Mission. The purpose of the position is to provide services to 
mission projects in response to requests from authorized groups and persons 
representing the mission projects, to provide opportunities for committed 
Christians to offer their skills and time as expressions of their faith, and to 
increase awareness and understanding of the mission program of the UMC. 



1160 Minutes" Cont. The National Council of Churches has challenged CBS-TV to go to 
arbitration - a public and impartial examination of the charges - over the "60 
Minutes" program devoted to the work of the council. The NCC nominated Rev. 
Theodore Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame University, to serve on the proposed 
arbitration panel. In return, the council said it would waive the right to sue for 
damages for defamation. The network has refused the offer. The proposal for 
arbitration was contained in a letter to CBS President Thomas H. Wyman from Thomas 
A. Shaw Jr. of the law firm of Breed, Abbott & Morgan which has represented the NCC 
for 20 years. The letter charged that the program in January devoted to the work of 
the council was "a gross and damaging distortion of the truth which violated 
professional journalism standards af accuracy and fairness, including CBS News' own 
self-proclaimed standards." James A. Hamilton, associate general secretary of the 
NCC, said a committee of the council named by its president, UM bishop James 
Armstrong, had decided not to sue on being told a suit could cost more than $1 
million, "which wouldn't be a good use of church money," he said. Court action 
might take three to five years, he added. In rejecting the arbitration offer, Ralph 
E. Goldberg, vice president and assistant to the president of CBS News, wrote to 
the NCC: "CBS News continues to believe in the accuracy and fairness of 'The Gospel 
According to Whom?' and also believes the procedure suggested by the NCC is 
inappropriate.'' Mr. Shaw commented, "The only possible inference to be drawn from 
CBS' unconditional rejection ••• is that the segment about the NCCC is indefensible 
and that CBS lacks the guts to subject its most lucrative enterprise-- 1 60 
Minutes'--to a prompt and inexpensive test of its fairness and accuracy." NCC 
officials made it clear their action was completely separate from an appeal to the 
Federal Communications Commission, to which the United Methodist Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns is a party. Representatives of five 
churches had asked the FCC to determine whether CBS violated the Fairness Doctrine 
and the rule against personal attack. 

Peace Activists. Alice Trost, Northeastern Jurisdiction field representative in the 
Mission Education and Cultivation Program Department, was one of at least five 
United Methodists and 242 other Christians arrested in Washington, May 23, after 
they had prayed for peace in the rotunda of the nation's capital. Those arrested 
spent the night in jail singing and praying. The next day they were arraigned on a 
misdemeanor charge of ''unlawful conduct'' and most pleaded guilty and were sentenced 
to a $50 fine or five days in jail. The prayer service was part of an ecumenical 
Peace with Justice observance across the country during the week of May 23-29. Mrs. 
Trost, who lives in Troy, N.Y., said this was her first act of civil disobedience. 
"Over the last two years I have had a very strong feeling that peace has become the 
ultimate issue since we can now destroy the whole of God's creation. Therefore it 
should be a place where I put some of my time as a Christian." The 242 people 
entered the rotunda to pray for peace and voice their opposition to nuclear weapons 
at the very moment Congress was debating funds for MX missiles. 

Persons in Mission. The Africa office of the World Division is beginning a program 
which will bring African young people to the U.S. to participate in black 
communities through black churches, with a stipend from the World Division and 
local support from black churches. There are also opportunities for experienced 
people from the black communities to work with African churches. 
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Indonesia. The Methodist Church in Indonesia has obtained a fishing trawler that is 
renovated to be a floating church and clinic to go along the coast of Sumatra to 
reach people in isolated small islands and swamp areas. There is a great need for a 
medical ministry as well as establishing schools and churches. The World Division 
is granting $16,000 to the Methodist Church in Indonesia for equipping and 
supplying the boat with a crew and medical and pastoral personnel. 

Deaths. Bessie L. Estep, a retired deaconess nurse with 30 years of service in the 
USA, died May 17 in Asheville, North Carolina at the age of 74 •.•. Rev. Olin M. 
Burkholder, who served as a missionary in Korea for 39 years until his retirement 
in 1976 and was Field Treasurer for many years, died in Nashville, TN, on Feb. 19 
after an accident ••.• Gladys Lummis, a retired deaconess with 39 years of service in 
the USA, died May 19 in Asheville, North Carolina at the age of 89 •... Ruth 
Mcfarren, a World Division missionary for 26 years in Bolivia until 19~died in 
her sleep on April 27 at her home in New Jersey at the age of 60. She is survived 
by her husband, the Rev. Charles Mcfarren, and four children ••.• Dr. John A. MacKay, 
a former Presbyterian missionary in Latin America who for 23 years was president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton , New Jersey, died June 9 in 
Heightstown, New Jersey at the age of 94. He fo un ded a school in Lima, Peru and 
after his retirement was adjunct professor of Hispanic thought at American 
University in Washington. In the early '50s he was one of the first clergy to 
oppose the late Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, of Wisconsin. 

Brazil. Twenty-two of the 37 UM missionaries serving in Br azil have signed a 
statement criticizing U.S. intervention in Central America. Drawn up during a 
retreat at Piracicaba outside Sao Paulo, the statment said in part: "We who have 
grown to love the people of Latin America, who have seen their desire for 
self-determination, are deeply disturbed by U.S. policies that run counter to these 
aspirations, being based primarily on economic, military and ideological concerns.•• 
The missionaries requested the UM Council of Bishops to exercise "a stronger 
leadership role in regard to these issues." The st atement urged an end to U.S. 
military aid and intervention in Central America, as well as all other foreign 
intervention that offers an excuse for American escalation, cessation of U.S. 
covert and destabilizing activities in Nicaragua; support for a negotiated solution 
in El Salvador, and multilateral humani t arian assistance to the poor. Those signing 
were Lawrence Anthony Brown, Stephen and Eve lyn Cain, John William Gar rison II and 
Joy Garrison, Nancy M. Garrison, James and Ila Gravely, Gordon Greathouse, George 
C. Megill, R. Stephen and Marina Newnum, Arthur T. and Marianna Peterson, Duncan 
and Phyllis Reily, Wilma Joan Roberts, Dorothy Santee, William R. Schisler Jr. and 
Edith Schisler, James Edwin and Nancy Tims .... In other news, a state elementary 
school in the city of Porto Alegre has been named as a memorial to William R. 
Schisler, Sr., who served as a UM missionary for 37 years in Brazil. The modern 
building will house over 1000 students. 

Young Adults. Young adults attending a national consultation in Denton, Texas, in 
mid-May called on the UMC to "resurrect the energy, excitement and vitality•• needed 
to attract persons from the 18 to 35 age group. The 50 participants also 
recommended the creation of a national young adult organization "to provide voice 
and empower young adults" in the church. Richard Hunt, professor of psychology at 
SMU, reported on research he conducted which identified young adult needs as "love, 
companionship, development of a personal faith, and the need to know more about the 
Bible and the Christian faith." The participants called for more issue-oriented 
programming in young adult ministries. 



Ar gentina. The Federation of Evangelical (Protestant) Churches in Argentina, to 
wh i ch the Argentina Evangelical Methodist Church belongs, has criticized the 
mil itary junta's attempt to wash its hands and declare thousands of missing persons 
"legally dead. 11 The Protestants, only half a million in a nation of 28 million 
persons, broke a long silence on political issues related to human rights. What 
provoked their statement was a recent government document attempting to justify 
nearly a decade of bloody repression of suspected leftist guerrillas and the 
regime's other opponents during which 20,000 or more persons 11 disappeared. 11 The 
government's defense called the action of these squads "acts of service, 11 saying 
that the extra-legal methods used were necessary to fight the enemy with his own 
tools. What has caused consternation in Argentina's religious community is the fact 
that these procedures also affected thousands of persons uninvolved with leftist 
activities--including Catholic, Protestant and Jewish religious leaders. 11 It should 
be recognized, 11 said the Protestant statement, "that in God's eyes we have kept 
silent over the past few years, but this has not been due to indifference but 
because we were awaiting the results of prayer for rulers and ruled. 11 

•••• In a 
letter marking the first anniversary of the war over the Falkland/Malvinas Islands, 
36 church leaders in Argentina and the United Kingdom signed a joint appeal for 
reconciliation. "Recalling the Christian traditions of our two countries, we invite 
our Christian brothers and sisters and all people of good will in both nations to 
join with us in a common effort to bring about mutual reconciliation." Argentine 
signers include Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura and Methodist theologian Jose 
Miguez-Bonino, Roman Catholic Archbishop Vicente Zazpe, and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel. British signers include the Archbishop of York, 
Methodist Conference Secretary Kenneth Greet, and the head of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. 

Personalia. M. Garlinda Burton, a staff writer for the United Methodist Reporter, 
has been named news director of the Nashville, Tenn, office of United Methodist 
News Service. She succeeds Thomas~ McAnally, who was named national director of 
the news service .•• Ruth Sovik has been elected general secretary of the World YWCA. 
An associate genera"l"general of the organization since 1980, she previously worked 
for the World Council of Churches .••• The president of the South African Council of 
Cnurches, Peter Storey, has resigned following the conviction of former SACC 
general secretary John Rees on fraud charges. A Methodist minister, Storey was 
Rees' pastor and had defended him .••• Rev. Rayford Woodrick has been named editor of 
the Mississippi Advocate, succeeding Rev. ~Lawrence who returned to the 
pastorate at his own request after serving-i7 years as editor of the area newspaper. 

Mission Interns. A third group of 15 mission interns will be sent abroad this fall 
for 14 months of missionary work and study. While overseas, the interns will work 
in either a Methodist-related or an interdenominational program; upon their return 
home, they will spend 16 months with church and community-based groups sharing 
their experiences and helping to interpret the 1985 ecumenical mission study theme, 
11 The Earth Is the Lord's. 11 The countries in which they will serve include 
Argentina, Italy, Japan, Micronesia, the Middle East, the Philippines, and West 
Germany. This year's group includes five ethnic minority persons, seven 
seminary-trained persons and one with a master's degree in religion. All but four 
are United Methodists. 

Pacifists. The London-based Reuters news agency reports from Berlin that 21 
Christian pacifists have been expelled from East to West Germany since the latter 
part of May and that others have been detained. 

ECL 
HAl 

Tl 
oft 
(OL 

ti mi 
curr 
liar 
Wo 
Chu 
bad 
have 
Chris 
chur 
visib 
Unite 

U.S.! U.S 
Sout 
churo 
been 
tees c 
unus 
opinic 

Th 
contra 
romar 

is av 
churcl 
expect 
There 
fi ghts 

In a 
practi~ 

tion a 
territo 
isa jo 
unde 
nee es 
den0 

thep~ 
U.S. 
last 3 



EDITORIALSCJJ 
ECUMENISM-THE LONG, HARD 
HAUL 

This month, which sees the opening 
of the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Counci I of Churches, may be a good 
time to stop and reflect a bit on the 
current state of ecumenism. The conci
liar movement, as represented by the 
World and National Councils of 
Churches, has recently been getting a 
bad press in this country for reasons that 
have more to do with politics than with 
Christian unity. At the same time, 
church union has just had a highly 
visible success with the reunion of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. and the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. (the so-cal led Northern and 
Southern Presbyterians) into one 
church. At the same time, there has 
been a spate of statements and commit
tees on public issues endorsed by an 
unusually wide spectrum of religious 
opinion. 

Thus, the signals might appear to be 
contradictory. For those past the heady 
romantic euphoria that the ecumenical 
vision can generate, however, all these 
developments are prosaic reminders of 
reality . 

We can all join Prebyterians in 
celebrating their long-sought reunion. 
But the fact that the process of healing a 
riftdating back to Civil Wartimes within 
the same denominational family was 
such hard work and took so many years 
is a vivid reminder of the resistance to 
church union. Partly, this is to be 
expected when a split has taken place. 
There are no worse fights than family 
fights and old suspicions linger on. 

In an actual church merger, all the 
practical arrangements of administra
tion and bureaucracy and people and 
territorial rights must be sorted out. This 
is a job no one in their right mind would 
undertake without proof of compelling 
necessity. (This is doubly true within a 
denomination. Restructure has become 
the preoccupation and neurosis of many 
U.S. Protestant denominations over the 
last 30 years, draining time, energy and 
money from more important tasks. 
Exhibit A is The United Methodist 
Church .) Fortunately, working toward 
Christian unity is such a compelling 
necessity. 

On the positive side, it is an indica
tion of how important churches are to 
their members that they will fight so 
passionately to protect them from 
change. It is the task of ecumenism to 
generate that kind of passion for a larger 
vision of the whole people of God as 
one. 

Part of the problem of the counci Is of 
churches may be that they have settled , 
too easily for practicality and efficiency 
as a reason for ecumenism. It is certainly 
true that a council is not a church and 
that many tasks require cooperation to 
be accomplished . But the idea of the 
church universal as a super-committee 
warms few hearts. 

In practice, of course, the World 
Counci I does far more than this. The 
theological work of Faith and Order, 
particularly the Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry statement, and the statement 
on mission of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism (excerpted in 
this issue) are shining examples of what 
the ecumenical movement is all about. 
But the prevailing impression in the 
pews is of a bureaucracy twice removed 
and this inspires few defenders when 
the Councils are attacked, even when 
the attacks are as crude as recent ones 
have been. It will be interesting to see if 
the Vancouver Assembly makes any 
dent in this popular perception . 

That the ecumenical impulse is still 
strong is shown by the recent rash of 
statements by very broad ecumenical 
coalitions organized around one issue. 
Three immediately come to mind: The 
National Committee for the Year of the 
Bible, the Coalition for a Select Com
mittee on Hunger, and the coalition 
urging Congress to limit genetic engi
neering. The range of sponsors in all 
three of these is mind-blowing (would 
you believe Clergy and Laity Con
cerned, Church World Service and the 
Institute for Religion and Democracy on 
one letterhead and that's only for 
starters; Bishop James Armstrong and 
Jerry Falwell on another). The causes 
are all exemplary, but the statements 
and the signers illustrate the perils of 
one-shot ecumenism. We are all for the 
Bible, but not under the auspices of the 
U.S. government. We are all for a Select 
Committee on Hunger in the Congress 

but can I RD and CALC really agree what 
to do about hunger in Vietnam or 
Nicaragua? Do J. Robert Nelson and Pat 
Robertson really have the same theolog
ical objections to experimenting with 
genes? This is ecumenism at its most 
broad and its most shallow. We would 
not fault any signer (we have signed 
enough such statements ourselves to 
prevent that) but what can any con
cerned believer (or non-believer) make 
out of this as to real conviction. There is 
the danger of such a thing as " cheap 
ecumenism" as well as " cheap grace." 

Still, like democracy, the best cure for 
the problems of ecumenism is more 
ecumenism. Most Christians, being 
human, have a limited and partial view 
of the faith as well as of the world. To 
transcend that partiality is hard work 
and it is not often work with quick 
payoffs. But it is essential work. 

The persistence of this theme in 
Christian history was recentl y brought 
home to us in a prayer by St. Nerses of 
Lampron, a 12th-century Armenian 
bishop of Tarsus, which goes: 

" All Christian nations worship the 
same and only Christ, but in different 
languages. And al I of us Christians are 
called the one Church of Christ. And we 
have the same traditions in celebrating 
the sacrifice of Christ .. .. We, as a whole, 
pray for the salvation of all. In other 
words, just as the Armen ian asks for 
peace in the world in his own language, 
or for the care of the church, or for the 
leadership of all, or for a seasonable 
weather, or for the rest of the departed 
ones, so, too, does the Frank in his own 
language, or the Greek in his ... . And 
from this it is clear that you who have, 
through faith and hope, made offerings 
to this church, so, too, have you been in 
communion w ith the universal , cathol ic 
church .... And yol) , being a Christ ian , 
whether alive or dead, you have been 
included in my prayers, if you are a 
believer. And when in Spain Christians 
pray, the prayer is also mine because I 
am, like they, a Christ ian . And when I 
pray in Cili ci a, it is also the ir prayer, 
because they also believe as I do." 

That is the bedrock ecumenical reali
ty which makes necessary and which 
also justi fies the long, hard, often drab 
and dull work toward Ch risti an un ity. 





llLDREN Suzanne M. 
Shaughnessy 

R emember when mothers ad
monished their children to clean 

their plates by reminding them of all 
the starving children in the world? 

While this admonition isn't heard so 
often today-it could be. 

According to UNICEF (the United 
Nations Children' s Fund): 

* Approximately 40,000 children 
die each day. 

* Of the children who do survive, 
some 100 million suffer from chronic 
hunger. 

* Five million, of the 17 million 
children who die each year, are 
victims of a diarrhoeal disease that a 
simple rehydration treatment-which 
costs about 1 0 cents to produce-
wou Id have cured . 

* Less than 10 percent of the 
children who died last year had been 
immunized against childhood's six 
most common and dangerous dis
eases. 

* Basic schooling .was not available 
to 200 million of the world's children 
in the 6 to 11 years age group. 

UNICEF Executive Director James 
P. Grant (see NWO, March, 1983) 
estimates that $100 per child could 
have improved the diets and provided 
elementary education and basic 
health care to the poorest 500 million 
mothers and children in the world. 

Helping to meet the needs of more 
than one million children in 32 
countries through a variety of pro
grams, the children's aid ministries of 
the Global Board of The United 
Methodist Church cuts across organi
zational and divisional lines. 

Whether it is UMCOR, the World 
Division, the National Division, the 
Woman's Division or the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Division-chil
dren's programs and ministries form an 
important part of the work. Often tied 
in with the Ministries to Women and 
Children, all of the programs are 
designed to help not only the child but 
the entire family structure. 

However, Rose Catchings, execu
tive secretary of the Ministry to 
Women and Children program in the 
World Division, says that the ministry 

These children in New Delhi 
are among some one million 
children aided by programs 
of the General Board of 
Global Ministries 



to child ren " is the weakest part of my 
job." When asked why, she respond
ed " generally women and children are 
linked together and both of them get 
'done in'. However, we can't break 
that linkage for if women are not the 
advocates for chi ld ren, then who is? A 
good advocate for the rights of women 
must be an advocate for chi ldren." 

Mrs. Catchings continues that " We 
are learni ng more and more about 
children in society. What the church is 
doing might not be interpreted as 
children 's work as such, but rather as 
the church at work in the commun ity. 

labor and child indenture are under
way. 

Emphasizi ng d irect se rvice, the 
United Methodist Committee on Re lief 
(UMCOR) helps fund projects ranging 
from a Primary Hea lth Services Pro
gram in Liberia to a Children's Vacc i
nation Project in Ghana to a YWCA 
Nursery and Vocational Training Cen
ter for Women in Jordan to a Crippled 
Children 's Center in Jerusalem. 

" UMCOR seeks to help the entire 
family," expla ins Doreen F. Tilgh
man, assistant general secretary for 
administration for UMCOR. " We 

I I While the need is great in less 
developed countries, the statistics 
regarding children in the United 
States are equally disturbing. 11 

We niust accept the fact that the 
ministry to ch ildren involves more 
than Christi an education ." 

Women Increasingly Active 

What does this mean? 
M rs . Catchings describes the growth 

o f w ome n' s netwo rki ng and the 
worldwide interest in how women 
from other nations have solved and 
met their problems. Th is leads to a 
greater aw areness and advocacy for 
their ow n rights and those of their 
ch i ldren . It leads to an active rather 
than passive role . 

For instance, in Sierra Leone women 
come to centers--often at some dis
tance from their homes-to learn how 
to provide for their fam il ies. Their 
small ch ildren accompany their moth
ers and are cared for w hile the women 
learn how to meet the bas ic health and 
nutritional needs of the ir families. 

In L i be r ia , Un i ted Method i st 
women fu nd 16 different scholarships 
for children studyi ng at the elementary 
and secondary school level s. 

support programs that will help gen
erate income and support to meet the 
basic. heeds of the fam ily." 

Through the United Methodist Chi ld 
Support Program, an official General 
Advance Program of the General 
Board of Global Min istries, UMCOR 
helps to provide the daily sustenance 
of children throughout the world-in
cluding the United States. 

One example of this type of aid is 
found in India. UMCOR is providing 
financial support to the research and 
development of new means of culti
vation and uses of the soya bean. The 
committee has also funded the pur
chase of the high protein soya products 
to help supplement the diets of chil
dren in more than 100 Method ist 
children' s hostels in the country. 

The committee also helps to fund 
basic equipment purchases for both 
children's institutions and for handi
capped and crippled children 
throughout the world . 

Affirming the Family 

Seed money is provided for pro- UMCOR does not sponsor personal 
grams for work w ith children in the adoption programs. Rather the Ch i ld 
Caribbean and Lati n America. Support Program serves all the chil-

Day care centers are supported for dren and youth in all the programs 
the children of working mothers in equally. Mrs. Tilghman calls th is 
Brazil. approach " more responsible" on the 

In Zimbabwe, an entire school part of a church which affirms the 
system for more than 40,000 students fam ily. 
is ru n by the church. " lfonechildoutofafamilyreceives 

Throughout the world, foster care, support from a donor, that money is 
feeding programs and clinics in local probably the largest source of income 
areas are supported . In addition , for the fam ily," she says. " Then what 
campa igns against child abuse, child happens to the fami ly structure? How 
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is that child treated by the parents in 
relation to the other chi ldren? How is 
that chi ld treated by the other chi l
dren? 

" What does the fact that one chi Id is 
basica ll y providing the famil y support 
do to the authority and self esteem of 
the parents?", she asks. " We believe 
that such aid has a detrimental impact 
on the family structure. 

" An additional concern is what 
happens to that child and that fam ily 
when the aid stops as the ch i Id reaches 
the age of 16 or 18," she concludes. 

" We must understand and work 
w ithin the culture of every nation and 
people and we must understand the 
desperate needs of the parents in order 
to make our support effective, " Mrs. 
Tilghman says. 

This is not the easiest approach . 
As described by Faye W i lson

Beach, coord inator of consultative 
services for the Board 's Education and 
Cultivation Division, " It is always 
easier to raise money for an individual 
child rather than to help support and 
build on the entire fabric of family life. 
There is much work to be done with 
children," she continues, " and it is 
intangible. The progress in this field is 
measured in terms of the physical 
growth and the intellectual develop
ment of the ch i ld . It is not someth ing 
that you can point to as you can a 
building or school that has been 
opened ." 

The UMCOR work on food produc
tion, agricultural methods, the digging 
of wells and other similar projects are 
just one part of the work for and with 
ch i ldren according to Mrs. Wilson
Beach . A second part of the work is the 
establ ishing of schools, the funding of 
scholarships, the purchase of books, 
the provid ing of room and board for 
needy students, and even the purchase 
of bicycles to provide transportation to 
school . 

Children in the U.S. 

While the need is great in less 
developed countries, the statistics re
garding ch i ldren in the United States 
are equally disturbing. According to 
the non-profi t Ch i ldren ' s Defense 
Fund: 

* One out of 65 American infants 
dies each year. One out of every 43 
nonwhite infants dies each year. 

* One in 7 American children have 
no known regular source of primary 
health care. 

* Du ri ng the past decade, almost 
one million children over the age of 6 
and under the age of 18 were neither 
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Two South American boys (above) helping their father on a small family farm are living better because of aid provided by the 
Child Support Program of The United Methodist Church. 

enrolled in school nor graduated from 
high school. 

* Some 13 percent of al I 1 7-year
olds in this country are functionally 
illiterate. 

* Day care faci I ities are avai I able for 
only about 10 percent of the 27 .5 
million children whose mothers work. 

* The Head Start Program reaches 
only about 20 percent of the neediest 
children in the country. 

To help meet these needs the 
Women's Division works on behalf of 
physically abused or neglected chil
dren and for the legal rights of 
children. 

The Board' s National Division oper
ates a network of more than 1 00 
residences, schools, and community 
centers which offer skilled and spe
cialized services to meet specific 
physical , emotional and spiritual 
needs. 

Specific programs range from an 
After School Adolescent Care Program 
in Newburgh, New York to the Spof
ford Home in Kansas City providing 
residential care to children with severe 
emotional problems to Scholarship 
Assistance to Students in South Caro
lina to Multi-Cultural Support and 
Education in New Mexico. 

The Division' s Ministry to Women 
helps support centers for battered 

women and their children , child care 
centers, and strives to aid mothers who 
are imprisoned through its advocacy 
programs . 

Al I these ski I ls and services attempt 
to help young people whose lives are 
damaged by family crisis, emotional 
and behavioral problems, handicaps 
and neglect. Rehabi I itation services 
are also offered to young offenders, 
drug users , teenage mothers and 
school dropouts. 

Health and Welfare 

The Board's Health and Welfare 
Ministry Division works with the 75 
United Methodist Hospitals through
out the United States in providing full 
hospital services including special 
facilities for newborns and for chil
dren. 

One finds Health and Welfare sup
port in the work with orphaned, 
deserted, abused or deprived chil 
dren . This takes the form of both 
individual and family counseling as 
wel I as support for the institutions 
serving children . 

In addition, the Divi sion also works 
with more than 125 health care 
facilities in Africa, Asia and Lat in 
America . These facilities help train 
medical personnel to work in non
urban areas and provide suppl ies of 

medicine and equ ipment for basic 
health care services. The promotion of 
local health care programs is an 
ongoing program. 

The needs of children cut across the 
spectrum of human life. Thus the 
ministry to and the work for children 
cuts across the organizational lines of 
the Board 's d ivi sions and ministries. 

Whether they be in one of the 
world ' s refugee camps, in the villages 
of the African continent, in the large 
cities of Asia, the mountain shacks of 
American Appa lachia, in this coun
try' s urban ghettos or found in the 
suburban shopp i ng centers-the 
needs of child ren and youth are 
unbiquitous . 

As Rose Catchings sa id, " the min
istry to children is not a nice neat 
package." 

Neat package or not-it is an area 
in which the many d ifferent ministries 
of the General Board of Globa l M inis
tries are working not only to provide 
basic sustenance and education, but to 
help today's chi ldren become the 
produ cti ve c iti zen s of tomorrow 's 
world . • 

Suzanne M. Shaughnessy is a free- lance 
writer based in New York. 



HO~PICE: CARE:: 
HARD AND LO\llNG WORK 

T e re is no blueprint for dying, any I ~ore than for I ivi ng. Death itself 
is inevitable, but that is the only 
immutable fact. Most of us have a 
grace period between the knowledge 
of our impending mortality and its fact. 
In this period, choices must be made. 
Decisions about how hard and how 
long we will resist death and prolong 
life at any cost. Decisions about the 
place -of dying. Decisions about how 
we will involve family and friends in 
this time. Spiritual and emotional 
issues. Questions of wills, insurance 
and funeral arrangements. It's a truly 
complex time crowded with hard 
decisions. 

Hospice care is a comprehensive 
way of meeting the needs of the 
terminally ill patient and of the pa
tient's family. Hospices are fairly new 
to the United States and nowhere 
nearly as well-known as, say, artificial 

JOHN JUS"TICE: 

programs are providing care in vir
tually every state; the HO's member
ship includes 26 state hospice organi
zations and 415 provider members 
who are delivering hospice care now 
or planning to do so shortly. All of this 
has happened since 1974, when the 
first hospice program was begun in 
Connecticut. 

So we are discussing a movement, 
and movements are difficult to com
press. The essence of hospice care can 
be seen in the words of the di rector of a 
hospice in Wisconsin . The Rev. Mi
chael Stolpman says, " The two prom
ises we make to our patients are : one, 
we will try to keep them free from pain; 
two, they will not die alone." And we 
can get a clear view of what hospices 
can do by looking at the story of Greg 
and Jodie Fruehwirth . 

The Fruehwirth Family 

hearts. Yet, one artificial heart has One evening in March, 1981 , Greg 
been used to date, while there are Fruehwirth hung his coat on a bed-
1100 hospices operating as of May, room chair instead of in the closet. A 
1983. (Of this number 437 are hospi- small thing, but one which his wife 
tal-owned; 471 are independent- Jodie thought odd. Greg was a man of 
some contracting services-and 209 great organization, rationality and 
are home-health agencies with 28 routine . These qualities, along with his 
other types of agencies giving long- intelligence and amiability, served 
term care.) About 50,000 people in the him well in his work as engineer with 
United States are receiving hospice General Electric in Fairfield. The 
care, says the Congressional Budget family lived in Orange. Before that, 
Office. Greg's GE job took the family of 

Why the discrepancy in awareness? four-Greg, Jodie, John (15 years old) 
Word spreads qu ickly about products and Robert (13)-to Cleveland, Chi-
of medicine's technical wizardry, cago, Phoenix, and Milwaukee. Says 
such as the artificial heart. And word Jodie, " We were your typical middle-
spreads more slowly about move- class gypsies, moving as Greg' s job 
ments. But more and more people are changed . Two cars, two children, two 
learning about hospices. The number dogs." She noticed the tiny detail 
of hospices grows each year; a na- about the coat because it wasn' t like 
tional three-year study of 40 hospice Greg to hang clothes anywhere but the 
operations will be completed this fall ; closet. 
and federal legislation has been Then , Greg began experiencing a 
passed, effective November 1, 1983, series of troubling symptoms: head-
to provide Medicare coverage for aches, blackouts, seizures and per on-
hospice patients. The National Hos- ality swings. The doctors systematical-
pice Organization says that hospice ly eliminated uch po sible culprit a 
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epilepsy, sinus problems and mid-life 
changes. The cause of the trouble 
wasn't uncovered until January, 1982, 
when a brain scan revealed a tumor
an inoperable growth on the right side 
of Greg's brain . The only surgical help 
possible was a lobotomy, which re
lieved the pressure of fluid and helped 
Greg's headaches; the operation also 
cancelled out what Jodie called Greg's 
" ornery" moods. 

But there was nothing Dr. William 
B. Collins could do about the malig
nancy itself. Jodie says, " Dr. Collins 
came to me after he saw the scan and 
put both of his arms around me and 
cried . He said, ' I can ' t do anything to 
cure this .' And I said, 'What can we do 
then to help Greg?" ' Eventually, the 
Fruehwirth family decided that the 
best choice was the Connecticut Hos
pice in nearby Branford . 

An Adjective, Not a Noun 

The best way to begin understand
ing " hospice" is to think of it as an 
adjective, not a noun . Hospice is a 
particular kind of care which can be 
delivered in several settings: in the 
home, in a hospice unit of a hospital or 
other facility, or in a "freestanding 
hospice" which is a self-contained 
building. 

Hospice as an adjective describes a 
model of care for terminal patients 
which meets these criteria : 

1. The patient and family retain 
control of as many decisions and tasks 
as they can manage. 

2. The patient decides when to 
discontinue drastic life-prolonging in
terventions and cure-directed thera
pies. 

3. The focus of care is on pain relief 
for the patient and respite care for the 
family . While curing the patient i no 
longer a goal , great care i taken to 
keep the patient a free of pain a 
pos ible in order to make the mo t of 
life as long a it la t . 



"Whether at home or in an in-patient 
setting, the emphasis in hospice care 

is making the patient's environment 
homelike and comfortable." 

Greg Fruehwirth, with family and friends, at softball game especially arranged between 
his company, General Electric, and the Connecticut Hospice. 

4. Professional care is given by a 
team of physicians, nurses, psycholo
gists, social workers, pastoral counsel
ors, dieticians and volunteers. This 
care is given on an around-the-clock 
basis . 

5. Whether at home or in an 
in-patient setting, the emphasis in 
hospice care is on making the patient's 
environment homelike and comfort
ing, as opposed to clinical, sterile and 
institutional. 

6. Finally, hospice workers give 
counseling and other services to family 
during the bereavement period. 

The first and foremost choice is to 
give hospice care in the home. " One 
of the axioms of the movement is to 
Keep the Patient at Home," says 
Donald W . Cordes, president of 

Cordes & Associates, consultant in 
health care services, and newly retired 
president of Iowa Methodist Medical 
Center in Des Moines, who is now 
serving as outside consultant on health 
ministries with United Methodism's 
General Board of Global Ministries 
Health and Welfare Ministries. 

Home care is provided on a part
time, intermittent, regularly scheduled 
and around-the-clock, on-call basis . 
The home setting is always preferred, 
as long as the patient, the family and 
the primary physician think that it is 
appropriate. 

"Most hospices, including Con
necticut at Branford, place emphasis 
first on home-care," says Mr. Cordes. 
" If the hospice unit is in a hospital or a 
free-standing facility, it is back-up care 

for various medical procedures." 
Whatever the setting for hospice 

help, the care given is increasingly 
measured against the high standards 
set out by the National Hospice 
Organization (NHO) and designed to 
include relief for what can be relieved 
of the pain and loneliness of dying, 
both for the patient and for his or her 
family. 

"The Unique Period" 

Dr. Cicely Sanders, the British 
physician who was instrumental in 
founding the modern hospice move
ment, cal Is the ti me when hospice care 
is given " ... the unique period in the 
patient's illness when the long defeat 
of living can be gradually converted 
into a positive achievement in dying." 

Jodie wanted to care for Greg at 
home after his illness forced him to 
give up working. But the tasks were 
enormously hard . Greg looked per
fectly normal , she says, but his sense of 
balance was disturbed . The 6-foot-2 
man would fall down steps and once 
fell through a storm door. Occasion
ally he wou Id have to be tied to a chair 
to remain upright. " He wasn' t violent 
at all ," Jodie says, "The operation had 
removed the part of his brain that 
would have produced violence. But 
sometimes he was ornery, and he 
stayed up 24 hours a day, smoking 
cigarettes and eating. I'm a strong 
lady, but it got to a point where I was 
dead tired and couldn 't do a good job 
of taking care of him ." 

There was no available hospice 
home-care in Fairfield. Thus the deci
sion was made by the Fruehwirths as a 
family to have Greg cared for at the 
Connecticut Hospice in Branford near 
New Haven. They could drive to see 
Greg, and his GE health insurance 
benefits would cover the costs of hi s 
care . 

No one expected miracles ; every
one knew Greg's time was limited . 
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" Quality, not quantity-that's w hat 
my husband and I talked about, " Jodie 
says. " He didn 't want an extra two 
years of bei ng hooked to a machine. 
The child ren asked me how he w as 
going to die? W ould he have a seizure 
or just go to sleep, or what? We tal ked 
about all th,is before we left . It was 
traumatic w hen we left the house to 
take Greg to the hospice, because we 
all knew it w as the last t ime for him." 

The Connecticut Hospice is the 
nation's o ldest. One of its original 
founders, and the fi rst chairman of its 
board, was a Un ited Methodist minis
ter, the Rev. Edward F. Dobihal , who 
is the director of rel igious ministr ies at 
Yale New Haven Hospital . 

Connecticut has about 44 in-pa
tients and about the same number of 
patients be ing given care at home. 
Nikki Lindberg, director of public 
affairs, says that while local hospitals 
charge about $500 a day (plus add
ons) for intensive care services, Con
necticut costs $310 a day. 

The hospice set up and decorated its common room so Greg could celebrate his birthday 
with 50 friends. 

The- hospice has one staff member 
for every three patients, a much higher 
ratio than hospitals are able to provide. 
The hospice has several criteria for 
admission-among them: The pa
tient's prognos is must be six months or 
less, the patient's primary physician 
must approve of hospice admission, 
and the patient and family must want 
hospice care. Nationally, over 90 
percent of hospice patients are cancer 
victims, and the Connecticut figures 
are about the same. The hospice also 
serves patients with diagnoses other 
than cancer such as end-stage cardiac 
and renal cases . 

One of the striking features of the 
hospice in operation is the lack of rigid 
rules . Patients can receive visitors at 
any time. Children of any age are 
allowed . Pets may visit patients. Pa
tients have free access to the solarium 
and patio and may leave the hospice as 
they wish and are able. There is a room 
that has been made available to 
couples w ho wi sh to be private or 
alone. The hospice chef prepares 
meals to order, and patients may raid 
the refr igerator and well-stocked pan
try shelves whenever they like. 

Maintaining Relationships 

important that they latch onto these 
relationships here, because they' re 
just as important while they' re dying. 
We take a great deal of care to 
incorporate loved ones, friends, fami
ly, animals--everything, into the care 
we give." 

While the hospice makes spiritual 
counseling part of its care, there are no 
religious criteria for admission. 

" Greg grew a beard, so the nurses 
nicknamed him the Gnome, " Jodie 
says. " He was up about 20 hours a day 
and spent a lot of time entertaining the 
nurses and being entertained by them . 
Once the GE gang came over and 
played a softball game which Greg 
watched . Afterwards we took him to 
eat pizza at a nearby place. In August, 
we celebrated our anniversary and his 
birthday with flowers, wine and music 
in the private room . Chef Randy 
Breslin baked his birthday cake. 

Throughout his illness, Greg took on 
the responsibility for preparing for his 
family. He spent six months in 1982 
compiling a book dealing with legal , 
financial , funeral and other arrange
ments. He took his sons aside and told 
them what he wanted them to remem
ber : After telling them he was sorry that 
this was happening, he assured them 
Jodie was a responsible woman and 

The po int of these amenities, says would take care of them. He told them 
Sister Kathleen Crow ley, is to maintain that he was leaving them financially 
the patient's relationship with other secure enough that they could attend 
people and wi th life so long as life college. 
lasts. The acting director of patient " Greg also asked them to be pall-
care services says: bearers if they wanted to," Jodie says. 

" When people are livi ng, their life is " John decided he would , but Bobby, 
thei r relationships w ith others. So it's being younger, was a little worried 

14 [3 18] New World Outlook • July-August 1963 

about being able to handle it physical
ly, so he decided not to. " 

These necessary decisions and talks 
were faci I itated by the hospice' s atmo
sphere. There is no feeling of crisis 
about the hospice, no life support 
machinery and looming monitors, no 
bells and buzzers. The Fruehwirth 
children's only complaint, a mild one, 
was that the facility was " too quiet, too 
boring." But Greg came to depend on 
the quietness. Once he tried going 
home for a visit and found the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life "outside" 
was too disconcerting and cut the visit 
short. 

Jodie says, "We didn't find the 
hospice a somber place. For us, it was 
a good experience in a tragic time. " 

On September 13, Greg emerged 
from a long coma and found his wife 
and sons by his side. They talked a 
while, then he lapsed into sleep and 
died . 

Each family has its own experience 
with hospice. Sister Crowley says, 
" We don't try to force an ideal family 
relationship here, and it's not always 
like the Waltons-in fact, sometimes 
families behave more like the 
Ewings." 

Who Pays? 

Cautionary notes need to be made 
about hospices. There are medical 
people who doubt that the hospice 
movement can deliver the rarified 
level of physical , emotional , and 
spiritual care which it promises. Some 
fear that the development of an 
independent hospice movement will 
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produce duplication and waste in our 
already-fragmented health care sys
tem. 

But the record of hospices to date is 
impressive enough to indicate that 
those issues will be resolved through 
the development of the movement. 
Perhaps the single most critical ques
tion is, who will pay? Greg Frueh
wirth's bills were covered by his GE 
health insurance. But that should not 
imply that hospice care is only an 
option of the middle and upper 
classes . Connecticut Hospice has 
never turned away a patient for 
financial inability to pay if they meet 
the medical criteria-€ven if they can 
pay nothing at all. (And some patients 
have struggled so long with serious 
illness that they have run through all 
the insurance they once had). Philan
thropic organizations, including the 
New Haven Foundation which gives 
an annual grant of $50,000, meet the 
costs of the terminally ill who cannot 
pay. 

Of the 1100 hospices presently in 
operation, four percent charge noth
ing at all. Philanthropies meetthetotal 
operating costs . The general philoso
phy of NHO is reflected in the leaflet 
from the Cedar Valley Hospice, Wa
terloo, Iowa: "Hospice services are 
based on need rather than on abi I ity to 
pay." 

A number of private insurance 
companies have now included hos
pice coverage, among them Equitable 
Life, Metropolitan, and New York Life. 
Through a few Blue Cross-Blue Shield 
plans, some home-care services are 
reimbursable, as are some through 
Medicaid-Medicare. And the Medi
care provisions for hospice coverage 
due on November 1, should be a 
helpful step. Some hospices work on a 
sliding scale, charging what the pa
tient can pay . 

Mr. Cordes points out that the costs 
of the homes are reasonably smal I, one 
reason being that "by far the largest 
amount of help going to patients in 
their own homes is volunteer .. . " 

One of the basic cost-containment 
elements in the hospice program is this 
use of volunteers, and NHO has ari
intensive volunteer training program. 
Training manuals are available and 30 
hours of training is required. 

Friends, family, neighbors, other 
concerned people are part of the 
hospice team. Out of a 24-hour time 
period , the bulk is spent with 
non-medical people. If the children 
are at school and the spouse is working 
part or full-time, someone comes in 

United Methodist Institutions and Hospices 

Some of the hospitals, medical centers, churches, institutions relating to 
United Methodist annual conferences that have taken the major responsibility 
for generating hospices are listed here (according to responses to a survey 
conducted in 1982 by Mr. Don Cordes) : 

Methodist Hospital, Sacramento, California 
Methodist Hospital, Southern California, Arcadia, California 
Methodist Church of South Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 
Wesley Woods Health Center, Atlanta, Georgia 
Candler General Hospital, Savannah, Georgia 
Alton Memorial Hospital, Alton, Illinois 
St. Johns United Methodist Church, Edwardsville, Illinois 
Our Masters United Methodist Church, Rockford, Illinois 
Parkview Memorial Hospital, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Methodist Manor, Storm Lake, Iowa 
Hadley Regional Medical Center, Hays, Kansas 
Community United Methodist Hospital, Henderson, Kentucky 
Methodist Hospital of Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Rochester Methodist Hospital, Rochester, Minnesota 
West Nebraska General Hospital, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 
Bethesda Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Methodist Hospital of Memphis, Tennessee 
Methodist Hospital of Madison, Wisconsin 
Belin Memorial Hospital of Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Some of the 26 Methodist hospitals, homes for the aged, and local churches or 

conferences that work with hospices which may be the management 
responsibility of another group include: Bethany Village Retirement Center in 
Mechanicsville, Pennsylvania; The Shepherd's Center, Des Moines, Iowa; 
Bethel United Methodist Church of Spring City, Pennsylvania; and the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference which works with the hospice at Valley Forge. 

For information about hospice programs in your area, write to: The National 
Hospice Organization, 1901 North Fort Myer Drive, Arlington, Virginia 
22209. • 

and watches the patient. Volunteers 
do shopping, baby sitting, cleaning, 
hand holding, transporting. And while 
there is always a physician and a 
professional nurse directing the care, 
some nurses and nurses aides also do 
volunteer work. Without that support
ive care the patient couldn't be cared 
for at home. 

Aside from helping with patients at 
home, volunteers do an enormous 
amount of the public relations work to 
raise funds from philanthropic organi
zations and manage community rela
tions. The anci I lary services are easily 
as important as the direct visiting and 
work in home care. 

Hospice didn't do it all , says Jodie 
Fruehwirth. "We were lucky to have a 
combination of a wonderful doctor
Dr. Collins is a neurosurgeon with a 
heart-our friends, and the hospice . 
Together, it was possible for us to have 
a positive experience in an unhappy 
time. Others aren't so fortunate ." 

She says she felt even more fortunate 
when , sometime after Greg's death, 
she visited some friends who were 
coping as best they could , pretty much 
unaided, with the long dying of cancer 
of a family member. She says, " They 
were working so hard with little help 
from anyone else. They were dis
traught. They had no energy. The 
children had pain written on their 
faces, and none of them could see one 
step down the road, much less well 
enough to make the longer range 
decisions that are necessary." 

There are good deaths and bad 
ones. The difference is produced by 
specific choices and hard , lovi ng 
work. Clearly hospices offer one ap
proach to dealing with a difficult and 
inevitable time, an approach wh ich 
more and more persons are consider
ing. • 

John Justice is a free-lance writer. 
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methodism in Bolivio: 

Interview 
with 

Bishop 
Rolondo 

Ville no 

What are the priorities of the 
Methodist Church in Bolivia today? 

The priorities of the church are in 
accordance with the decisions of the 
7th General Assembly. They include 
the training and formation of new 
leaders and the opening of new fields 
of work. We are interested, for exam
ple, in beginning to work in the mines 
and expanding our work among the 
Quechua-speaking populations that 
are a majority, ethnically speaking, in 
Bolivia. The medical work is also very 
important. We have just signed a 
contract with the Bolivian government 
and representatives of Duke Universi
ty for a rural health project in the 
altiplano. We feel it is an important 
project that will cost about 200,000 
dollars over a five year period . 

What is the social function of the 
church? 

The testimony that we give through 
service work in the medical field, in 
rural development work, in educa
tion , is a manifestation of our faith in 
Jesus Christ. Concretely, one thing is 
tied to another. The church responds 
to the fact that as part of the Church of 
Jesus Christ we must give testimony 
based on today's reality and question 
the situation in which we live. Reality 
calls for our commitment to become 
firmer. Examining some of the pro
grams that we have, many of them do 
not result in our brothers and si sters 
becoming conscious of a liberation 
process. Some of them are programs of 

Peter J. fficf orren 

assistance, but we want them to be 
rooted in the objective that the church 
in some historic moment will lead to 
Ii beration . 

What approach would you say is 
being taken in the work of the church? 

We are going through a transition 
process that reflects the time we live 
in, and the leadership capacity of the 
church . When we talk about our 
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identity, about human rights, we are 
talking precisely of how the church 
should apply Jesus Christ to our reality. 
This incarnation in historical terms is 
bearing fruits , because the Aymara
speaking people in the altiplano are 
being born into a new church model. 
They do not accept, for example, that 
the chu rch isolate itself from their 
problems, from human rights, and 
from the right they have to read and 
defend themselves. They do not admit 
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A church meeting of Aymara-speaking peasants in the Altiplano: "Being born into a new church model." 

that this should be separated from 
what the church as a church does. 
From a Biblical standpoint, we have 
made important gains, especially in 
the altiplano, and we hope that this 
can be expanded to every level of the 
church. 

What is the current focus of educa
tional work in Bolivia? 

The educational concept that exist
ed in the past was elitist. We have gone 
from being an elitist church toward 
one geared towards the people's inter
ests. We are involved in training 
teachers and in planning and evaluat
ing our educational work . This has 
helped the teachers to enter into a 
dialogue concerning the theology of 
the church as it relates to education. 

I find it interesting that the presi
dent of Bolivia and the head of the 
country's labor movement are gradu
ates of the Methodist Institute. 

Yes, I think that the educational 
preparation they received from the 
church has served to orient them 
towards social problems. I think this is 
very important. Our schools, even 
though they were elitist and are now 
less so, still maintained a rich heritage. 
The students had to acquire economic, 
political and social tools, learn to 
analyze and use their energies in the 
interest of the people. Two examples 
are precisely the president and the 
head of the labor movement. 

I understand that there has been an 
increase in ecumenical work during 
the last few years. 

Yes, although in fact we continue 
working with an ecumenism that is 
limited in many instances to the 
leadership of the church. But what is 
surprising is that we have an ecumen
ism that is developing from t~e com
munities. When there are col1flicts in 
the fields, droughts or other natural 
disasters, or the need to build a road or 
organize a religious festival, the com
munities come together whether they 
be Catholic or Protestant. They are 
little by little becoming aware of the 
social problems that surround them . 
The Methodist Church is taking part in 
the formation of a new ecumenical 
church. 

In Latin America and elsewhere, 
you see the growth of fundamentalist 
churches. Do you see their contribu
tions as positive or problematicaU 

between what we cal I the sacred and 
the profane. They still maintain this 
dichotomy, and the consequences at a 
social level are terrible. The peasants 
are realizing by themselves that these 
sects do not do anything but divide the 
cultures. They criticize, for example, 
those who do not interpret the Bible in 
their fashion . They also foster passions 
against others who do not share their 
beliefs. 

Isn't there a contradiction in their 
saying that they do not wish to have 
any political involvement when, dur
ing the last two years, they have given 
strong support to right-wing military 
regimes that have been severely crit
icized (by the U.S. govern ment, 
among others) for their killing, tor
turing and persecuting political and 
labor leaders? 

Of course, there are many contra
dictions. Your observations are cor
rect. They say that they are neutral but 
in practice they are not. No human 

That is a good question. They make being or group can be neutral; he 
a negative contribution because these either supports a political party with 
fundamentalist churches limit them- his silence or by doing things or by 
selves to proselytizing and they still directly participating in politics. 
define evangelization in terms of Every military regime since General 
attacking the Catholic Church for what Hugo Banzer Suarez has often re
it has done in the past. These me- ceived the public support of many 
mories are full of rancor and outside of fundamentalist churches who identi 
a factual historical context. They fied Banzer as an authentic leader. 
alienate people and take them out of They adopted, for example, a distorted 
their reality . They also do not admit social view of development. They felt 
any involvement in social , economic, that during the Banzer government 
much less political problems. there was growth-the Sheraton 

For them there is a marked division (Hotel) and many skyscrapers were 

New World Outlook• July-August 1983 [321] 17 

Iii 



bu ilt. So they said that there was 
progress during his regime. Lately, 
many fundamentalist groups publicly 
supported the coup led by General 
Luis Garcia Meza. 

At the same time you hear from 
them that the church has become 
radicalized and even Communist. 
How do you respond to these accusa
tions? 

Those are very common and 
overused accusations that do not 
worry or bother us because we know 
that our first motivation is not in the 
field of politics but rooted in our faith 
in Jesus Christ, who makes us see 
things and offer real answers to today's 
realities . To practice a theology that 
excludes the social , economic and 
political problems that exist in Bolivia 
would simply be selling a false image 
of Jesus Christ. 

Does the "theology of liberation" 
provide a philosophical reference 
point for the work of the church here? 

Although the "theology of libera
tion" at a leadership level is still not a 
common denominator, it seems to me 
a very important thing in relation to the 
events and attitudes that the church 
has been involved in at a community 
and leadership level. 

The preoccupation of our leaders is 
how they can respond, from their faith 
in Jesus Christ, using our reality as their 
reference point. New methods of 
church work are emerging. It is not a 
question of beginning from theories as 
if we were conducting an experiment. 
We are involved in the constant 
questioning of the reality in which we 
live. It is this reality that speaks to us, 
whether it be through hunger strikes, 
coups, etc. In what way does our faith 
in Jesus Christ speak to us and what 
reasons to be hopeful can we give to 
others? This I believe is fundamental . 

Since October of last year there 
have been substantial political 
changes in Bolivia with the installa
tion of a democratic government. 
What is your assessment of the 
country and have these changes fa
vored the work of the church? 

means to live in a democracy. As a 
result, the instruments of democracy 
are now very weak and vulnerable and 
one cannot demand great changes 
from the actual government. President 
Hernan Siles Zuazo and his govern
ment are not magicians. What is clear 
is that the Bolivian people are the 
protagonists of the recent historical 
events the country has gone through to 
reach democracy. We must work 
more with the people, to identify 
ourself with their reality and to try to 
live also what they feel, taking into 
consideration the experiences that we 
have in Latin America . Otherwise, 
there is going to be pressure and the 
labor union will want to implement a 
new economic order that could bring 
us difficulties. We must learn to 
regulate the energy that the people 
have in order for them to ask for things 
consciously and also to accept all of 
their challenges. I think there is a void 
that is becoming more pronounced 
between what the political parties 
proclaim in theory and what the 
people understand and live. 

Do these changes favor the work of 
the church? 

Of course. Our church has lived in 
democracy, long before (political) 
democracy was restored . 

Although for many church people, 
that democracy was lived outside the 
country, in exile. 

Yes, it is true. For the church this is 
not something new. As a church we 
are now searching for how democracy 
can go beyond a participatory level to 
where the people decide the I ife of the 
church so that the power is not 
concentrated in the hands ofa few. We 
want the power to be decentralized 
and to be concentrated in the districts . 

A United Methodist church in the 
United States that wants to assist in 
some way in the work here, at what 
level can they make a contribution 
that would go along with the new 
direction of the Methodist Church in 
Bolivia? 

It is an interesting question . We are 
The socio-political context of Boli- now trying to puttogether a profile and 

via is certainly very problematical , a historical projection of the life of the 
comp lex and worrisome. After nearly church. This supposes many things : 
twenty years of dictatorial regimes, the the formation of leaders, the economic 
people have lost the notion of what it situation, the theological question, 
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and something that is still very much a 
part of us, the missionary school. If we 
make an analysis of the internal 
situation of the church , we have 
serious contradictions. 

In what way do these contradic
tions exist? 

For example, in the way we talk 
about a " theology of liberation", of 
Christ on earth, preaching from our 
pulpits about human rights and identi
fication with the people yet our 
structure has been modified only 
peripherally . It is a very economics
minded structure and also dependent. 
The economic situation, together with 
this dependency, determines a great 
deal of our life style. 

To talk of a new church model we 
must talk of a new conception that 
man has in this historical moment. The 
Methodists must begin to see the 
situation that they are in as Bolivians. 
Can we really be part of or with the 
people when the church creates ex
pectations among the people because 
it has large institutions, such as hospi
tals, etc? We want to create something 
that is in communion with the poor. 
This is what we have in the altiplano. 
We must also work on changing our 
own mentality . 

In the face of this situation, and our 
incoherencies, we have a relation that 
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I would qualify as fraternal with the 
U .S. in terms of economic assistance. 
We are dependent economically, as is 
our country. Eighty percent of our 
budget is covered by donations and 
aid programs from outside, and only 
five percent comes from local contri
butions. It is a very complex phenome
non and we are conscious of the need 
to make some changes. 

If we analyze the situation in the 
countryside, it is depressing. The 
brothers and sisters have become used 
to receiving . We give them courses 
and other things, but aren't we at the 
same time killing a little of their 
creativity that should be used to 
revindicate themselves as a people? 
Talking about this problem with a 
pastor, he told me that it was unjust for 
a pastor to receive a monthly salary of 
25,000 pesos (U.S . $60) when one 
considers that many people live with 
10,000 pesos (U.S. $25) a month. 
These are questions that must be 
answered. 

Now what interests us with the 
American church is that we have more 
dialogue with them. We would like to 
participate in a dialogue so that both of 
us can see what the Lord is telling us in 
these times. Of course our fraternal 
relation is something that does much 
good . It makes us feel united and part 
of a people dispersed throughout the 
globe. 

Do you see interdependency as a 
realistic relation between the Bolivian 
and American churches? I gather that 
the church in the U.S. can benefit a 
great deal at the level of experience 
and faith, if not at the economic level. 

Yes, I think that is one of the 
possibilities. Within that context, we 
have an agreement with the Califor
nia-Nevada Conference. The enrich
ment is mutual. We receive more in 
economic terms, of course, but we 
share with them new methods for 
evangelization and our experience of 
the word of God among the people 
and with the people. 

I think this is useful and motivating 
to them . But if we want to go beyond 
that so that interdependency exists, it 
is necessary that conditions exist here 
for that. In Bolivia we do not have a 
leadership knowledgeable in other 
languages, particularly English, which 
would be very important to facilitate 
an exchange of leaders and church 
members. There is also an important 
Hispanic community in the United 
States we could relate to. 

This vaccination program sponsored by the Methodist Church in Bolivia symbolizes the 
church's expanding social role in Bolivian society. 

As a church leader, how do you see 
the role of the U.S. government not 
only in Bolivia but in the rest of Latin 
America? 

It is very dangerous. The presence of 
military advisers and war materials in 
Central America is dangerous. We 
believe that the best thing that the U .S. 
could do is respect the will ·of the 
people and let them become the 
authors of their own destiny. I think 
that no foreign intervention of any kind 
should be accepted, whether it be 
from the capitalist or the socialist 
world . I believe the church could 
make a contribution so that President 
Reagan and his followers would 
change their political focus . The Unit
ed Methodist Church should in some 
way lead President Reagan to examine 
his decisions so that they are more 
thought out and so that he can see 
another angle. 

Could the Latin American churches 
also contribute to widening the 
knowledge of the Americans to the 
reality of the situation in Latin Ameri
ca? 

Yes. In fact, last year several church 
leaders from Latin America and the 
Latin America Council of Methodist 
Churches visited several U.S. confer
ences to do precisely this . But the 

problem has been that Cuban exiles 
have opposed efforts that would en
able our American brothers and sisters 
to understand our problems and how 
the Methodist Church tries to deal with 
them. They have labelled the church 
as an instrument of communism, 
something that damages our work. We 
think that these are accusations with
out a basis and we cannot permit such 
charges to be an obstacle to our work. 

I recently talked with Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel of 
Argentina. He said that President 
Reagan does not understand the Latin 
American reality and that his actions 
are contributing to violence that is 
taking place in Central America. What 
is your feeling about this? 

My previous answer is along the 
same line. I believe that President 
Reagan is not interested or does not 
want to see what the real problems in 
Latin America are. • 

Rolando Vi llena was elected bishop of 
the Method ist Church in Bol ivia in 1981 for 
a four-year term. He was previously a 
pastor and d istr ict superintendent. Peter J. 
Mc Farren, correspondent for the Associat
ed Press in La Paz, grew up in Boliv ia as the 
son of UM missionary parents. 
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''Calexico 
struggles up out of 

the desert with a 
bra'Ve displa~ of 

California palms; 
and the~ are taller 

than an~ of its 
buildings. '' 

Good Neighbors 
In Calexico 

Nancy E. Sartin 

Between southern California and 
Mexico's Baja California State, 

the line of demarcation is ruler-straight 
from the Pacific to the Gulf of Califor
nia, a treaty line through a wasteland . 
Up in Imperial County is the Salton 
Sea, which was the Salton Sink before 
the Colorado River began to flow into 
in around the turn of the century. 
Now, with 45 feet of water in it, Salton 
is still 235 feet below sea level. About 
the same distance from the border on 
the Mexican side is Laguna Salada 
(Great Salt Lake), a very similar 
depression, but waterless. These des
ert deeps lie in the hollows of an 
extended chain of sandstone moun
tains which edge the timeless, undu
lating landscape, punctuated by sage
grey octillo and mauve coralbrush. 
The dry powdery soil cannot hold 
what little moisture falls on it. 

It is a land of remarkable beauty. Its 
contours and vegetation give the 
appearance of an ocean floor without 
water. Geographically, that's what it 
is. 

On topographical maps it is dun
colored, a "non-agricultural area" . A 
handful of paired towns straddle the 
few north-south routes. Mexicali, cap
ital of Baja California, is the largest on 
the Mexican side, with a population of 

t 
1- ' • 
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around a million. Until recently many 
found work in factories there, maqui-
ladoras, subsidiaries of United States 

firms . In the current recession, unem
ployment in Mexicali has swelled to a 
horde the crowd of windshield scrub
bers who swarm over the cars of 
tourists from the north. Its neighbor on 
the California side is Calexico, a town 
of about 14,500 people with a current 
30% unemployment rate. Calexico 
struggles up out of the desert with a 
brave display of California palms; and 
they are taller than any of its buildings. 
A gritty, stubborn town, Calexico lies 
at the southern edge of Imperial 
County's farmland with patches of 
lawn and splashes of azalea and roses 
setting it off dramatically from the 
bleached and arid land around it. 

In the thirties, before Imperial Coun
ty was developed into the nation's 
largest agricultural producing county, 
Mexicali-Calexico attracted few mi
grants; and little trade followed the 
empty wasteland route through Baja 
California to the broad Imperial Val
ley. Calexico was a hamlet of fewer 
than 5,000 souls when Methodist 
Deaconess Ruth Ferguson arrived 
there in 1937 to work in Calexico's 
Mexican Methodist Church. She 
began an after-school reading pro
gram for Spanish-speaking children, 
who needed to master enough English 
to cope with schoolwork at their grade 
level. 

Ricardo Ortega, director of Neighborhood House: "The church hasn't become more 
political on border issues ... the Border Patrol has." 

Before long, the children's families 
were actively involved in a program 
that within a decade became Neigh
borhood House, a community center 
built on land provided by the town. 
Over the years of its history and 
growth, the regular program of Neigh
borhood House has spread into the 
community from that original center, 
which houses day care facilities, youth 
clubs and projects, family program, 
and a senior citizens' center. A pre
school program includes subsidized 
care for children of low-income moth
ers . Adjacent to Neighborhood House 
is a modest low-income housing com
plex. 
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''There ha'Ve alwa~s been Mexicans 
crossing the border here . . . The lettuce 

needs to be pie ked. '' 

Ricardo Ortega . director of Neigh
borhood House since 1977, grew up 
in the learn ing and social activities at 
the center under the guidance of 
deaconesses Lulu Belle Bryant and 
Louise Murray, now both retired. 
Ortega, .who came to Calexico as a 
small child w hen his parents emigrat
ed from Mexico, is typical of the 
town's res idents. " This town has 
maybe three black families," Ricardo 
says, in the slow, quiet, slightly Latino 
speech of the area . " Around 500 
Asians, 1200 or so Anglos; the rest of 
Calexico is Mexican descent. " 

" There have always been Mexicans 
crossing the border here. The lettuce 
needs to be picked . But right in 
Calexico there never was much except 
meatpacking for either Americans or 
Mexicans to work at. Neighborhood 
House was always needed in the 
community . But now, with the peso 
down to 150 to a dollar, Mexican trade 
acro ss the border is way down. 
Businesses in Calexico which relied on 
shoppers from Mexicali are going 
under. " 

Neighborhood House now serves 
the larger community in surrounding 
Imperial County in informal all iance 
with other local civic, youth , and 
Hispanic organizations. In its pro-

grams for children and youth , young 
and older adult s, Neighborhood 
House has fostered creativity in many 
ways over the years; and from it love 
and pleasure often spread through the 
town . A typical NH activity is a 
Halloween festival and parade w ith 
participants of all ages, which turns the 
parched and dusty streets of Calexico 
into a colorful Mexican-style celebra
tion with process ions in costume, 
community dinner at Neighborhood 
House, and a fair and enterta inment. 

Many apartment houses, schools 
and churches in Calexico are single
story, cement block structures which 
in recent years have been defaced by 
graffiti. A group of Neighborhood 
House youths, led by several skilled 
and talented young artists such as Pete 
Vasquez, Luis Aguilar, Manuel San
chez and others, conceived and exe
cuted a series of exterior murals, 
turning a number of these vandalized 
walls into delightful, eyecatching 
scenes. Their skill and dedication 
seem a natural outgrowth of the 
nurturing spirit of Neighborhood 
House. Ricard o Ortega , some of 
whose photographs accompany this 
article, learned photography as a 
youth at Neighborhood House and 
worked there as a photographer before 

completing college studi es in voca
tional counseling and administration . 

Growing Tension 

Neighborhood House has an abid
ing concern for relationships with the 
Mexical i side of the border communi
ty, maintaining c lose ties with Meth
od ist churches and agencies in both 
towns, and sponsoring intercommun
ity efforts of various ki nds. A recent 
concern has been the result of changes 
in U .S. border poli cies and attitudes. 
According to Ortega, " W e used to 
have good rel ations w ith the Border 
Patrol in El Centro. If they picked 
someone up who w as here legal ly, we 
could go and talk to them . The office 
was open; we could go in and locate 
someone being held, get messages to 
relat ives and so forth . Now it is like a 
detent ion camp, w ith the barbed wi re 
and the military. Anyone who looks 
Mexican can end up in big trouble in 
there. People around here are very 
apprehensive." 

As a result of this growi ng tension, 
Neighborhood House has joined wi th 
several other local organ izat ions to 
protest specific actions of authorities in 
the county. The group, calling them
selves California Rural Legal Assist
ance, recently sought to stop Calexico 
police from turning persons suspected 
of illegal entry into the U .S . over to the 
Border Patro l. Neighborhood House 
has also been work ing w ith the United 
Methodist Church in Calexico and 
with the Mexican Methodist Chu rch in 
Mexicali to protest the Border Patro l 
practice of depositi ng women and 
children on the streets of Mexicali 
without resources or means of con
tacting the ir fami lies, often far away in 

Senior Center women in traditional Mexican costume passing Neighborhood House during annual Halloween Festival. 
~ __, --



No-man's-land rubble and menacing barbed wire separates Calexico from Mexicali. 

Mexico or other Latin American 
countries. 

El Centro Border Patrol Installation 
is the largest in the southwest, process
ing tens of thousands of undocument
ed aliens each year. It does have a 
quasi-military appearance these days, 
with high, barbed-wire-topped fence 
and a patrolled zone of bare desert 
making the internment camp inacces
sible . From the highway all that can be 
seen are rows of buses bearing Immi
gration and Naturalizataion Service 
Markings and the Great Seal with the 
eagle and the Latin phrase for " Liberty 
and Justice for All " 

Does this action mean that Neigh
borhood House is becoming more 
political in its social advocacy ? " No. 
That's not it," Ricardo Ortega says 
reflectively. "It's the Border Patrol that 
has become more political and more 
aggressive. We have to deal with 
problems created by their tactics. 
Neighborhood House is doing what 
we have always done, serving the 
community by promoting our brother
hood and sisterhood .. " His words 
paraphrased the mission mandate 
statement of Neighborhood House 
and reiterated a tradition of crisis 
assistance coupled with referral and 
advocacy for community betterment. 

A recent N. H. statement announced 
opposition to the Calexico police 
action, put forth as local policy by the 
Calexico Chief of Police in February 
this year, that persons suspected of 

minor penal code violations who 
proved to have no immigration docu
ments, would be turned over to the 
Border Patrol. " It is our view," the 
N .H announcement states, " that the 
Calexico Chief of Police policy poses a 
serious danger to the civil and consti
tutional rights of citizens and perma
nent residents, if a person can be 
stopped, questioned, or detained sim
ply for the appearance of being 
without documents. In a city like 
Calexico, where most residents are of 
Mexican descent, such a policy, fully 
implemented, would create a virtual 
state of siege, with many citizens being 
forced to stay indoors for fear of police 
harassment. " 

In regard to the plight of women and 
children left destitute in Mexicali after 
being apprehended by the El Centro 
Border Patrol , Neighborhood House, 
with United Methodist churches in 
Calexico and the Mexican Methodist 
Church in Mexicali, has proposed the 
establishment of a hostel in Mexicali 
where uprooted families can find 
temporary refuge until relatives can be 
contacted, or immigration problems 
straightened out. Such a way station, 
where people can be housed for a few 
days and be assisted to contact rela
tives, could alleviate some severe 
hardships. This project has prospect of 
support as a conference program in 
Mexico. Bishop Miguel Hernandez of 
Northern Mexico has expressed per
sonal interest in such a hostel as a joint 
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project of the two national churches. 
As many as 300 persons in a day 

may be dropped just over the Mexican 
border -from those eagle-blazoned INS 
buses. United Methodist agencies in 
Phoenix, Tucson, Los Angeles, and 
other areas of the southwest have 
expressed support for this project. 

A Chronic Problem 

These matters have become particu
larly urgent in recent months, since the 
fall in value of the Mexican peso, from 
20 to the U.S. dollar to more than 150 
to the dollar in spring of 1983 . But the 
problem is chronic . The United States 
is a prototypical first world country, 
the object of economic as pi ration even 
when its cultural values and political 
style come under criticism . Within a 
high-tech , urbanized society , the 
United States has more than two acres 
of farmland per capita . It is a nation 
richly blessed. A national average 
income of $9,000 for every man, 
woman, and child makes even the 
comparative poverty of a struggling 
border town like Calexico seem opu
lent. 

Our southern border is a line at 
which the first and third worlds are 
contiguous in a way unmatched any
where else in the world . Mexico has 
less than an acre of arable land per 
person; and much of that land is 
marginal , dry upland, barely adequate 
for grazing. Per capita income in 
Mexico has dipped to below $500 a 
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year with the devaluation of the peso. 
Official government policy in Mex

ico promotes the two-child family , but 
lowered birth rates fol low rather than 
precede economic development. 
When existence is precarious, extra 
children are hope and insurance. The 
current Mexican population of 72 
million is the result of a nearly four 
percent annual increase. 

It has been asserted that while the 
United States, with a population of 
226 million and falling birth rate, gains 
1.6 million citizens a year by birth , 
and half a million by legal immigra
tion, Mexico gains 2.3 million citizens 
a year by natural increase alone. The 
pressure of this combination of forces 
is felt all along the arid, 1,933 mile 
border, from where the Rio 
Bravo/Grande is a fordable creek 
between Chihuahua , Coahuila , 
Nueva Leon and Tamaulipas and the 
State of Texas, through where Arizona 
and New Mexico fade into Sonora, to 
where Baja California becomes the 
State of California at the bidding of a 
fence. 

The land lies changeless and sun
baked, without demarcation in ter
rain. Spanglish (a mixture of Spanish 
and English) is the vernacular of the 
whole region . Tacos are commoner 
than hotdogs. A century ago it was all 
Mexican territory and had been for a 
long time. Before that the Indians had 
scraped a living from it. It is a poor 
land . Only the big corporations and 
the smugglers profit from it. 

But poor as the southwest is by the 
standards of the rest of the United 
States, it is still a land of promise to 
thousands who look through the bris
tling border fence. For some the 
promise is economic, for others, free-

dom or mere survival is prom ise 
enough . 

A National Concern 

On the United States side there is 
ambivalence. INS enforces an immi
gration policy that excludes all but a 
handful of Mexicans and nearly all 
other Latin Americans from entering 
the country legally to work or live. 
Agribusinesses and industries base 
operations on laborers willing to work 
for substandard wages, on a workforce 
without political leverage or power to 
complain . The fields can' t be moved. 
Industries have the expedient of shift
ing plants into Mexico; and border 
towns now have maquiladoras of 600 
or more U.S. companies, where three 
dollars per diem wages persist. (An 
enterprising street urchin in Mexicali 
can collect that much in an hour 
cleaning windshields of tourist cars. 
What does this do to the fabric of 
Mexicali families?) 

With refugees from El Salvador and 
other troubled Latin American nations 
arriving in numbers without chance of 
legal entry, and Mexicans traveling 
wel I-worn routes to fields and factories 
eager for their labor, INS fills an 
ungrateful public role, however its 
policies are carried out. Serious con
sideration of the ramifications of im
migration statutes is long overdue in 
the United States. An immigration bill, 
the Simpson/Mazzoli Bill , now before 
Congress, proposes alterations in im
migration policy. Some provisions of 
this bill will affect American citizens 
more than foreign residents. The bill 
imposes sanctions, for instance, on 
employers who hire undocumented 
aliens; and provides for a national 
identity card. It would disallow entry 

of spouses and chi ld ren of legal 
permanent residents on a priority 
basi s, and wou ld deny due process to 
undocumented workers, who now 
have the right of adjud icat ion and 
appeal in asylum exclusion and de
portation cases. 

For these and other reasons, two 
General Boards of the United Method
ist Church , Church and Society and 
Global Ministries, are on record as 
opposing the Simpson/Mazzoli Immi
gration Bill in keeping with the 1980 
General Conference Resolution on 
Immigration, which cited passages in 
Leviticus (" You are strangers and 
sojourners with me.") and Paul ' s 
Epistle to the Hebrews (" Remember 
always to welcome strangers, for by so 
doing some have entertained angels 
unawares. " ) 

United Methodists at an interfa ith 
. -documentation center in El Paso are 

studying these issues. In Los Angeles 
United Methodist churches are shel
tering Central American refugees. In 
Calexico, Neighborhood House cele
brates community in the teeth of 
privation. Through these steadfast and 
creative endeavors one lesson shines 
clearly : When systems touch human 
lives their administration must be 
carried out with the wisest and most 
fundamental self-interest - compas
sion . Where systems fail , Christians 
find ways to redress damage and 
restore hope. They also find ways to 
address the system d irect ly. In this, 
Neighborhood House acts as the voice 
of the whole church. • 

Nancy E. Sartin is Literature Ed itor w ith 
the Mission Resources Section , ECO, 
General Board of Global Min istries. She 
recently v isited Calexico . 

Emblazoned with the Great Seal of the u.s.; INS buses stand ready to transport illegal immigrants to Mexicali, the nearest 
point in Mexico to this internment camp at El Centro, CA. 
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o Vancouver they will journey 
this July, some 900 official dele

gates and more than 2,000 guests and 
observers, to participate in the some
times confusing, sometimes tedious, 
sometimes confounding experience of 
kairos known as a World Council of 
Churches Assembly. 

This will be the sixth of a series that 
began formally with the first assembly 
in Amsterdam in 1948. From July 24 to 

August 10, delegates from the 305 
member churches in nearly 100 na
tions will meet under the theme, 
"Jesus Christ-the Life of the World ." 
The last assembly to meet in North 
America was the second, held in 
Evanston in 1954. 

The assemblies occur at seven-to
eight-year intervals. Constitutionally 
the supreme legislative body of the 
council, they are crucial moments of 

Harbor view of Vancouver, site of World Council of Churches sixth Assembly 

accountability, evaluation , and in
spiration for the wee, combining an 
attempt to read " the signs of the times" 
with more mundane legislative and 
housekeeping matters. They are also a 
time when the various traditions that 
come together in the WCC-Re
formed , other major Protestant tradi-
tions, Orthodox, Anglican and Pente
costal--examine their relations with 
one another and their commitment to 
the ecumenical dimension in their 
lives. However glacial the pace, this 
development has been the ecclesiasti
cal story of the 20th century. 

Summing up the Nairobi assembly 
of 1975, Robert McAfee Brown wrote : 

" What drew people to the assem
bly, and what sustained them during 
some hectic, tense and occasionally 
boring sessions, was a faith that 
somehow Jesus Christ makes a differ
ence, a crucial difference, and that it 
was worth all the pain and tension and 
cost and insecurity to keep exploring 
that liberating and uniting fact." 

Planning for each assembly is nec
essarily a lengthy process. To increase 
the circle of churches and individuals 
contributing to the Vancouver assem
bly, some 60 visits among member 
churches and regional councils took 
place, involving members of the wee 
staff at Geneva as well as future 
delegates. 

The Nairobi era of the Council's life 
is now largely closed . This furnishes an 
occasion for a review of the state of the 
ecumenical endeavor. In large part, 
what follows derives from a descrip
tive account I completed last year, 
published by the wee under the 
title :Acting in Faith: The World Coun
cil of Churches Since 1975. 

When the Council was formed in 
1948, it was world in name only, 
predominantly Western in fact. Of the 
146 original members, only 30 came 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America; 
few Orthodox belonged. Today the 
wee is genuinely global, and its 
member churches include nearly 400 
million professing Christians. The 
movement involves the widest range 
of colors, and women are no longer in 
the background. In multiple ways the 
churches talk to one another, chal
lenge one another, learn from one 
another, and witness together. 

A number of Pentecostal churches 
have joined the Orthodox, Anglican 
and Protestant traditions within the 
WCC. Though the Roman Catholic 
Church as such is not formally affiliat
ed, since the Second Vatican Council 
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it has been very much a part of the 
ecumenical stream and collaborates 
with the WCC in many ways. Roman 
Catholic representatives are members 
of more than 20 national councils of 
churches and the Caribbean and 
Pacific regional councils . 

If the WCC is a "privileged instru
ment," it is not itself the ecumenical 
movement. Most important is the 
crumbling of the barriers among peo
ple all over the world who work, pray, 
confess, struggle and live their faith 
together. For many, the structural 
roadblocks still in the way of the 
"visible unity" sought by the wee are 
of little consequence. Where it counts, 
we are already one. 

As the WCC has brought together 
traditions and people from al I over the 
world, the challenge to parochialism 
has been at times liberating and 
changing, at times extremely painful. 
Alan Brash, a former staff member who 
is now with the Presbyterian Church in 
New Zealand, has written that no 
church is entirely comfortable in the 
wee, nor should it expect to be. 
Living and working with people who 
are not " like us," Brash says, in 
doctrine, life-style, language, cultural 
background or political persuasion is 
" a I ways uncomfortable." 

Orthodox Metropolitan Geevargh
ese Mar Osthathios from Kera la, India, 
has said that we all cling to our " partial 
gospel. It is either in the form of a 
Christ-monism, with no role for the 
Holy Spirit, or the charismatic gospel 
with no social concerns, or the Unitar
ian gospel with hardly anything more 
than our Jewish or Islamic friends 
preach. The Roman Catholic Church 
has its infallible pope, the Protestant 
brethren the infallible Bible, the Or
thodox the infallible Tradition with a 
capital "T" and hardly anyone has the 
full implication of the trinitarian faith 
with the equality it demands." 

Recognizing our partial faith is 
never easy, but it becomes more 
possible within the rich diversity of the 

genuinely global ... t t 

Council , a truth not recognized by 
those who bemoan the WCC's loss of 
"Western principles." 

Times of Strain 

At times, Alan Brash writes, the 
strain becomes almost too much and 
the possibility of leaving the wee is 
debated seriously . But that has rarely 
happened, which Brash finds signifi
cant. Three churches from South 
Africa which defend the exclusion of 
blacks on theological grounds have 
departed, as did the Presbyterian 
Church of Northern Ireland and, in 
1981, the Salvation Army. The public
ity given to the Salvation Army's 
carefully qualified withdrawal , leav
ing open the possibility of return, 
rarely adds that three black churches 
from southern Africa joined the Coun
cil at the same time, that the Army's 
departure had a lot to do with concern 
about the new agreements on the 
sacraments, and not only with grants 
to liberation movements-and thatthe 
Zimbabwe Salvation Army publicly 
protested the decision. 

The visible unity sought has come 
more slowly than prayed for, and the 
richness of the international ecumeni
cal experience of WCC meetings and 
projects has not penetrated local 
parishes and congregations as broadly 
and deeply as many hoped. Indeed, 
one wee staff member has said he 
was far less worried about those who 
vent their anger at the wee than he 
was about the far larger number who 
do not know it exists. The early 
excitement and high expectation have 
often given way to weariness, a return 
to the easier relationships of those 
" like us" and, in numerous instances, 
a mood close to despair. But General 
Secretary Philip Potter asks perspec
tive. Given the centuries of mutual 
hostility, mistrust and fear, what has 
occurred has been " no mean achieve
ment in so short a time, " he has said . 
"We do not often enough rejoice and 
give thanks that God has drawn his 

people together in this miraculous 
way, using such instruments as the 
World Council of Churches." 

A few examples of key movements 
in the WCC's recent life which will 
feed into the Vancouver assembly 
illustrate the many-sidedness of its 
involvements. 

The Faith and Order Commission, 
meeting in Peru in January, 1982, 
agreed on the "Lima text," which 
culminates 50 years of wrestling with 
the meaning of the sacraments-bap
tism, eucharist and ministry. (See 
NWO, June, 1982). The text reveals a 
substantial theological "conver
gence" on the essential meaning of the 
sacraments, describes how it was 
determined and indicates where dis
agreement continues. This material , in 
the words of Faith and Order director 
William Lazareth, was co-authored by 
" as broadly representative a spectrum 
of Christian thinking as has been 
organized in modern church history. " 
Roman Catholic theologians, it should 
be noted, are full voting members of 
the com mission . 

The material has now gone to the 
churches for official responses (the 
process is formally known as "recep
tion") by the end of 1984. It is a 
remarkable achievement. The theolo
gians have largely resolved some of the 
thorniest issues of doctrinal separa
tion . Now the burden is on the 
churches. 

Faith and Order-one of the origina l 
streams leading to the WCC's crea
tion-has provided the setting in 
which theologians met to make their 
contributions to the search for visible 
unity. But in the past decade its sty le 
has changed, in part because of the 
flowering of contextual theology al l 
over the world and not least because of 
the able staff work of Taiwanese 
theologian C. S. Song. The WCC has 
become meeting place and testing 
ground for a new variety of theological 
streams. Liberation, feminist, black, 
African , Asian and other forms of 
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confessing the faith have brought their 
"partial gospels" into interplay 
through the Council. At the 1980 
world conference on the churches 
facing racism, the theological state
ment affirmed contextual theology as a 
response in faith to the situation where 
one lives out his or her faith . 

"But this is partial and does not deny 
the more comprehensive tradition of 
theological thought. ... Since specific 
historical and cultural contexts will 
yield only partial theological reflec
tions, they will need to be correlated 
with each other within the worldwide 
church. This process of mutual learn
ing and correction will yield a truly 
ecumenical vision." 

When asked recently how she re
sponded to the charge that the wee 

had been captured by liberation theol 
ogy, Marie Asaad, a member of the 
Egyptian Coptic Church who came to 
the W CC as a Deputy General Secre
tary in 1980, replied: " I don't know 
what that means, really , because there 
are so many different kinds of libera
tion theology. What I do know is that 
coming here from where I do, I realize 
for the first time how male-dominated, 
how Western-dominated and, if I 
allow myself, how German-theology
domi nated, the whole theological 
enterprise really still is." 

A second highlight involves the 
increased participation by the Ortho
dox Churches, which now represent 
about 125 million of the total number 
of Christians in WCC-related 
churches. " ... From the very beginning 
the participation of the Orthodox in 
the wee has not been an easy task," 
reported a special consultation be
tween staff from the Eastern Orthodox 
churches and the WCC in Sofia, 
Bulgaria, in 1981 . 

But in the past few years the 
Orthodox have participated in a new 
way. There were some angry words in 
the debate over women's ordination, 
but the Orthodox stayed in the debate. 
They have also been deeply involved 
in discussion of the meaning of witness 
in a series of key meetings organized 
by the WCC's Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism. Ion Bria, 
who has staffed the effort, has said that 
too often the word "mission" meant to 
the Orthodox attempts by mission 
agencies to convert Orthodox believ
ers. In these meetings the Orthodox 
have begun to express mission in their 
own terms. 

Many Christians from other tradi
tions are not aware that the Orthodox 
churches themselves are not united. 
Significant new relations have been 
established between the Eastern and 
Oriental Orthodox churches with 
WCC support in recent years . As the 
Sofia document acknowledged , 
among the tangible benefits of wee 
participation is the gathering of Ortho
dox " during meetings of the wee 
(which) has contributed to further 
strengthening of the existing bonds of 
brotherhood between Orthodox 
churches ." 

Meeting Human Needs 

Another aspect of the WCC's work 
involves the enormous new responsi
bilities represented in the work of the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (Cl
CARWS). In meeting emergency 
needs all over the world, the churches 
working through CICARWS have re
sponded to earthquakes, fires, floods, 
civi I wars, refugees, migrants and 
other human needs. The amount of 
money channeled through CICARWS 
has risen from $17 million to $70 
million in the 1980's. More than 25 
percent of the Council's staff are 
involved in this effort. 

CICARWS has also spearheaded a 
study known as "ecumenical sharing 
of resources," which attempts to move 
the churches beyond the donor and 
recipient mentality to an understand
ing that real sharing of ecumenical 
resources implies the interaction of 
human and financial, material and 
spiritual resources at all levels within 
the ecumenical movement. 
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It was a faith that Jesus Christ makes a crucial difference that drew people to Nairobi in 1975 (bottom, preceding 
page) ... and that will draw them to the University of British Columbia (above) in late July. 

The past decade has witnessed a 
remarkable and worldwide expansion 
of the understanding of the roles and 
participation of women in society. 
How these issues have been addressed 
often reflects the society : What a 
woman in New York cites as oppress
ive may differ sharply from the protests 
of a woman in Central America. But it 
is correct to say that in the 1970's 
sexism as an issue joined racism on the 
ecumenical agenda. 

A special study process, known as 
the Community of Women and Men in 
the Church, brought women and men 
together in study of the issues all over 
the world . A study guide, which called 
for personal involvement rather than 
academic research , was prepared and 
3,000 copies printed. By the end of the 
study an estimated 65 ,000 copies had 
been reproduced , often at local in itia
tive, in at least 13 languages. It took 
the staff by surpri se. It took the 
churches by surprise. The process 
culminated in a 1981 conference in 

Sheffield, England , where a number of 
recommendations were made to the 
wee and the churches about using the 
fullness of the resources of both 
women and men within the circle of 
faith. 

The list could be extended indefin i
tely . The WCC learned from a consul
tation with charismatics something 
about the working of the Spirit. The 
wee continued to address public 
policy issues and supported a com
plete understanding of human rights. It 
worked to define the characteristics of 
a just, participatory, sustainable so
ciety and engaged in a new faith and 
science debate, most notably in the 
giant conference held on the campus 
of MIT in the summer of 1979. The 
Christian Medical Commission and 
the Office on Education worked to 
help churches define their roles much 
more in terms of the needs of the 
majority, much less as institut ions for 
the privileged . Evangelism is no longer 
defined as the sending of missionaries 

from the West but as mutual cha llenge 
and a new understanding of the poor 
as the carriers of the message to their 
peers. The 1980 Melbou rne assembly 
of the Commi ssion on World Mi ss ion 
and Evangeli sm affi rmed the gospel 's 
bias for the poor, as did the Churches' 
Commission for Parti c ipation in De
velopment. The offi ce on Urban Rural 
Miss ion was in support ive contact w ith 
more than 500 local organizations 
struggl ing w ith the demands fo r jus
tice, " act ing in the name and nami ng 
the action ." 

To Vancouver, then, flows this 
liv ing stream. It wi l l be especially 
interest ing to see if the complex rea I ity 
that is the wee is commun icated to a 
North America which has been bom
barded with one-note criticism of the 
Counci l for so long. • 

Leon Howell is a journalist w ho writes 
frequent ly on rel igion. Th is art icle is 
repr inted with permi ss ion from Christianity 
& Crisis. 
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In July, 1982 the central commit
tee of the World Council of 

Churches adopted a series of ecumen
ica l affirmations about mission and 
evangelism. It is likely that these 
affirmations will be a major part of the 
Sixth Assembly of the WCC as it meets 
th is month in Vancouver. Here are 
excerpts from that document: 

The Call to Mission 

3. Christ sent the disciples with the 
words : " As the Father has sent me, 
even so I send you" Uohn 20:21 ). The 
disciples of Jesus were personal w it
nesses of the risen Christ (I John 1 :2-3). 
As such they were sent - commis
sioned apostles to the world. Based on 
their testimony which is preserved in 
the New Testament and in the life of 
the Church, the Church has as one 
constitutive mark its being apostolic, 
its being sent into the world .... 

love to the world : forgiving, healing, 
casting out demons, teaching, pro
cla iming, denouncing, testifying in 
courts, finally surrendering his life. 
The Church today has the same 
freedom to develop its mission .... 

The Call to Proclamation 
and Witness 

7. The starting point of our procla
mation is Christ and Christ crucified . 
" We preach Christ crucified , a stum
bling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles" (I Cor. 1 :23) . The Good 
News handed on to the Church is that 
God' s grace was in Jesus Christ, who 
" though he was rich , yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich" (II Cor. 
8:9) .... 

With the Apostle Paul and all 
Christian churches, we confess Christ 
Jesus, " who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but 

5. Jesus Christ was in himself the emptied himself, taking the form of a 
complete revelation of God's love, servant, being born in the likeness of 
manifested in justice and forgiveness men . And being found in human form 
through all aspects of his earthl y life. he humbled himself and became 
He completed the work of the Father. obedient unto death, even death on a 
" My food is to do the w ill of him who cross. Therefore God has highly exalt-
sent me, and to accomplish his work" ed him and bestowed on him the name 
Uohn 4:34). In his obedience to the which is above every name, that at the 
Father' s w ill, in his love for humanity, name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
he used many ways to reveal God's in heaven and on earth and under the 
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earth , and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father" (Phil. 2:6-11 ). 

8. Evangelism calls people to look 
towards that Jesus and commit their 
life to him, to enter into the kingdom 
whose king has come in the powerless 
child of Bethlehem, in the murdered 
one on the cross . 

Ecumenical Convictions 

10. The proclamation of the Gospel 
includes an invitation to recognize and 
accept in a personal decision the 
saving lordship of Christ. It is the 
announcement of a personal encoun
ter, mediated by the Holy Spirit, with 
the living Christ, receiving his forgive
ness and making a personal accep
tance of the call of discipleship and a 
life of service. God addresses himself 
specifically to each of his children , as 
well as to the whole human race. Each 
person is entitled to hear the Good 
News. Many social forces today press 
for conformity and passivity . Masses of 
poor people have been deprived of 
their 6ght to decide about their lives 
and the life of their society. While 
anonymity and marginalization seem 
to reduce the possibilities for personal 
decisions to a minimum, God as 
Father knows each one of his children 
and calls each of them to make a 
fundamental personal act of alle
giance to him and his kingdom in the 
fellowship of his people. 

12. The importance of this decision 
is highlighted by the fact that God 
himself through his Holy Spirit helps 
the acceptance of his offering of 
fellowship. The New Testament calls 
this a new birth Uohn 3:3). It is also 
called conversion , metanoia, total 
transformation of our attitudes and 
styles of life .... 

The call to conversion , as a call to 
repentance and obedience, should 
also be addressed to nations, groups 
and families. To proclaim the need to 
change from war to peace, from 
injustice to justice, from racism to 
solidarity, from hate to love is a 
witness rendered to Jesus Christ and to 
his kingdom . The prophets of the Old 
Testament addressed themselves con
stantly to the collective conscience of 
the people of Israel calling the rulers 
and the people to repentance and to 
renewal of the covenant. 
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The Gospel to all Realms of Life 

14. The teaching of Jesus on the 
kingdom of God is a clear reference to 
God's loving lordship over all human 
history. We cannot limit our witness to 
a supposedly private area of life. The 
lordship of Christ is to be proclaimed 
to all realms of life .... 

16. In the fulfilment of its vocation , 
the Church is called to announce 
Good News in Jesus Christ, forgive
ness, hope, a new heaven and a new 
earth ; to denounce powers and prin
cipalities, sin and injustice; to console 
the widows and orphans, healing, 
restoring the brokenhearted ; and to 
celebrate life in the midst of death .... 

17. In some countries there is 
pressure to limit religion to the private 
life of the believer - to assert that 
freedom to believe should be enough . 
The Christian faith challenges that 
assumption . The Church claims the 
right and the duty to exist publicly -
visibly - and to address itself openly 
to issues of human concern .... 

18. The realm of science and 
technology deserves particular atten
tion today. The everyday life of most 
children, women and men, whether 
rich or poor, is affected by the 
avalanche of scientific disco
veries .. . . Nuclear pow er threatens the 
survival of life on this planet, while at 
the same time it provides a new source 
of energy .... Behind the questions as to 
right or wrong decisions and attitudes, 
however, there are ultimate theologi
cal questions : what is the meaning of 
human existence? the goal of history? 
the true reality within and beyond 
what can be tested and quantified 
empirically? 

The Church and its Unity in God's 
Mission 

21 . The celebration of the eucharist 
is the place for the renewal of the 
missionary conviction at the heart of 
every congregation ... . 

25 . It is at the heart of Christian 
mission to foster the multiplication of 
local congregations in every human 
community. The planting of the seed 
of the Gospel will bring forward a 
people gathered around the Word and 

sacraments and ca lled to announce 
God's revealed purpose. 

Mission in Christ's Way 

28. Churches are free to choose the 
ways they consider best to announce 
the Gospel to different people in 
different circumstances. But these op
tions are never neutral. Every method
ology i II ustrates or betrays the Gospel 
we announce . In all communications 
of the Gospel , power must be subordi 
nate to love. 

30. Evangelism happens in terms of 
interpersonal relations when the Holy 
Spirit quickens to faith . Tf-irough shar
ing the pains and joys of life, identify
ing with people, the Gospel is under
stood and communicated . 

Mission call s for a serving church in 
every land, a church which is willing 
to be marked with the stigmata (nail
marks) of the crucified and risen Lord . 

Good News to the Poor 

31 . There is a new awareness of the 
growing gap between wealth and 
poverty among the nations and inside 
each nation . It is a cruel reality that the 
number of people who do not reach 
the material level for a normal human 
life is growing steadily. 

32 . There is also a tragic coinci
dence that most of the world ' s poor 
have not heard the Good News of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ; or they could 
not receive it, because it was not 
recognized as Good News in the way 
in which it was brought. This is a 
double injustice : they are victims of 
the oppression of an unjust economic 
order or an unjust political distribution 
of power, and at the same time they are 
deprived of the knowledge of God's 
special care for them. To announce the 
Good News to the poor is to begin to 
render the justice due to them .... 

33 . Churches are learning afresh 
through the poor of the earth to 
overcome the old dichotomies be
tween evangelism and social action. 
The " spiritual Gospel " and " material 
Gospel" were in Jesus one Gospel. 

36 . God is working through the poor 
of the earth to awaken the conscious
ness of humanity to his call for 
repentance, for justice and for love . 

Mission in and to Six Continents 

37. Everywhere the churches are in 
miss ionary si tuations. Even in coun
tr ies w here the churches have been 
active for centuries we see I ife organ
ized today wi thout reference to Chris
ti an va lues, a growth of secularism 
understood as the absence of any fi nal 
meaning. The churches have lost vi tal 
contact wi th the w orkers and the youth 
and many others ... 

39. The story of the churches from 
their earliest years is the story of 
faithfulness in their respective locali
ties, but also the story of the carrying of 
the Gospel across national and conti
nental boundaries; fi rst from Jerusa lem 
to Judaea and Samaria, then to Asia 
Minor, Africa and Europe, now to the 
ends of the earth . Christians today are 
the heirs of a long history of those w ho 
left their home countrie s and 
churches, apostles, monastics, pi l
grim s, missionar ies , emigrants, to 
work in the name of Jesus Chri st, 
serving and preaching where the 
Gospel had not yet been heard or 
received . With the European co loni 
zation of most of the world and later on 
with the expansion of the colonial and 
neo-colonial presence of the western 
powers, the churches wh ich had their 
bases mainly in the West have ex
panded their missionary service to all 
corners of the earth. 

Surely many ambiguities have ac
companied this development and are 
present even today, not least the si n of 
proselytism among other Chri sti an 
confessions . . . . The h isto ry of the 
Church, the missionary people of 
God, needs to continue . Each local 
parish , each Christian, must be chal
lenged to assume responsibility in the 
total mission of the Church . There wi ll 
always be need for those who have the 
call ing and the gift to cross frontiers, to 
share the Gospel of Jesus Chri st and to 
serve in his name. 

40 . The churches should not allow 
thi s spec ialized calling of the few to be 
an alibi for the w hole Chu rch, but 
rather it should be a symbolic con
centration of the missionary vocation 
of the whole Church. 

Witness among People 
of Living Faiths 

41 . Ch ristians owe the message of 
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God's salvation in Jesus Christ to every 
person and to every people. Christians 
make their witness in the context of 
neighbours who live by other religious 
convictions and ideological persua
sions. True witness follows Jesus Christ 
in respecting and affirming the unique
ness and freedom of others. We 
confess as Christians that we have 
often looked for the worst in others and 
have passed negative judgment upon 
other religions . We hope as Christians 
to be learning to witness to our 
neighbours in a humble, repentant and 
joyfu I spirit. 

44. Christians should use every 
opportunity to join hands with their 
neighbours, to work together to be 
communities of freedom, peace and 
mutual respect. In some places, state 
legislation hinders the freedom of 
conscience and the real exercise of 
religious freedom. Christian churches 
as well as communities of other faiths 
cannol be faithful to their vocation 
without the freedom and right to 
maintain their institutional form and 
confessional identity in a society and 
to transmit their faith from one gen
eration to another. In those difficult 
situations, Christians should find a 

way, along with others, to enter into 
dialogue with the civil authorities in 
order to reach a common definition of 
religious freedom . With that freedom 
comes the responsibility to defend 
through common actions all human 
rights in those societies. 

Looking Toward the Future 

47. The missionary vocation of the 
Church and its evangelistic calling will 
not resist the confrontation with the 
hard realities of daily life if it is not 
sustained by faith, a faith supported by 
prayer, contemplation and adoration. 
"Gathering and dispersing, receiving 
and giving, praise and work, prayer 
and struggle - this is the true rhythm 
of Christian engagement in the 
world ." Christians must bring their 
hearts, minds and wills to the altar of 
God, knowing that from worship 
comes wisdom, from prayer comes 
strength, and from fellowship comes 
endurance. "To be incorporated into 
Christ through the work of the Holy 
Spirit is the greatest blessing of the 
kingdom, and the only abiding ground 
of our missionary activity in the 
world ." (quotes from Your Kingdom 
Come.)• 

32 [336] New World Outlook• luly-August 1983 

wee delegates will bring a 
myriad of concerns to the 
Sixth Assembly-among them 
life, death and hope as 
illustrated by (clockwise from 
top left) this Salvadoran 
guerrilla fighter; the body 
count marking the aftermath 
of another episode in the 
Lebanese civil war; the continuing 
nuclear arms race between the 
superpowers; and the moral dilemma 
presented by advances in genetic 
engineering. 



• -·-

WHAT WORD 
FROM \JANCOU\JE:R 

ON Ml~~ION? 
E:UGE:NE: L. ~TOCKWE:LL 

T he most predictable certainty 
I ~bout a World Council of 

Churches (WCC) assembly is its unpre
dictability. To be sure, the Sixth 
Assembly at Vancouver, British Co
lumbia, Canada, is being carefully 
planned . For many months represen
tatives of member churches, staff and 
consultants , have worked on the 
program with meticulous care-a pro
cess that will continue to the day the 
assembly comes to order. The theme, 
" Jesus Christ-the Life of the World," 
is fixed . Documents and study materi
als have been prepared . Leaders are 
being selected . Artists and musicians 
are at work to provide visual and 
sound interpretations of the theme. 

precise definitions. For mysel f, and I 
suspect for many of the delegates, I am 
quite happy to accept the definition 
provided recently by Bishop Less lie 
Newbigin, who wrote : " I am using the 
term ' mission' to denote the totali ty of 
that for which the church is sent into 
the world in accordance with the 
Dominica! word : 'As the Father sent 
me, so I send you ," Vancouver's 
thought on Christ ian mission is apt to 
be influenced by the fo llowing factors, 
among others : (I) the t ime/space con
text of the assembly, (2) the theme of 
the assembly and (3) recent WCC 
affirmations on mission . 

The Context of the Assembly 

And through all this the organizers Anyone who has attended large 
devoutly hope, indeed they expect, ecumen ical assemblies knows how 
that the Holy Spirit will infuse the strongly the historical events that 
whole with power and illumination immediately precede, or co incide 
beyond anything human beings can with , the meeting affect the d iscus-
foresee. sions. At the 1972-73 Bangkok meet-

As much as anything, a WCC ing on " Salvation Today" the ne.arby 
assembly provides a view .of the Vietnam War, especially the 1972 
current state of the ecumenical world Christmas bombing of Hanoi, de-
at a given time-more an artistic manded he attention and prayers of 
portrait requiring an interpreter than a the delegates. The 1980 Melbourne 
photograph awai t ing a viewer. The gathering on " Thy Kingdom Come" 
intricate patterns presented provide took place only two months after the 
analysts almost infinite possibilities to assassination of Archbishop Oscar 
interpret, and misinterpret, events, Arnulfo Romero in El Salvador, so time 
speeches, intentions, deci~ions, di- and again his life and the struggle of his 
rections. It is not that just any inter- people against oppression were re
pretation is as valid as the next; some called . 
are just too skewed, some exaggerate A World Council of Churches As
one point ignoring the whole, some sembly is meant to be, and is, a world 
deliberately falsify for ulterior pur- ecumenical event, to wh ich delegates 
poses. lntepretations after the event bring a myriad collect ion of concerns, 
are difficult enough, but even more hopes, and aspirations, most of them 
difficult is the task of trying to predict not specifically related to events that 
the nature of an event still months in may occur j ust before the assembly. 
the future . But current history always intrudes 

On the specific matter of Christian with considerable force. The assembly 
mission, what might we expect from is not an occas ion above time, which 
Vancouver? It is not likely thatthe Sixth speaks a timeless word for all ti me. It 
Assembly will provide us with a new vibrates to what is going on in current 
definition of Christian mission . As- history. So what can we expect will be 
semblies, diverseastheyareindelega- major issues that w i ll impact the 
tions and traditions, are not the most Van couver Assembl y? Sure ly the 
apt vehicles for the elaboration of growing menace of nuclear war w i ll be 
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Rescue workers remove dead from war-ravaged refugee camp in Beirut. 

high on the agenda of the participants. The context also includes the place 
Any assembly that focuses its thought of the meeting-this time Vancouver, 
on Jesus Christ as the Life of the World Canada. The location of the assembly 
will be acutely aware of the threat of is not determinative, but it is influen-
catastwphic death for all humanity. tial. At the 1975 Nairobi Assembly, 
The escalating arms race, the renewed African independent churches and the 
Cold War between East and West, and struggle against racism were so close 
the militarism that seeks by force what by they permeated much of the 
it cannot obtain by diplomacy are such discussion . At the 1980 Melbourne 
major realities of our world that meeting the plight of the Australian 
Vancouver cannot ignore them, par- aborigines, oppressed themselves and 
ticularly if the assembly wishes to representative of oppressed minorities 
speak a relevant word on contempo- worldwide, drew great attention . It 
rary Christian mission. would be a mistake to overestimate the 

Vancouver is bound also to hear the local influence on an assembly, but it 
cry of the poor who cannot abide the is easy to underestimate it. Canada is 
widening rich/poor gap and its glaring part of the affluent northern world, a 
injustices. The voice of the poor will land of immense resources and fron-
cut through affluent rationalizations, tiers, underpopulated as compared to 
tame theologies, and studied negli- much of the world , divided in lan-
gence . Regional tensions that flare up guage, striving for an identity that 
in this or that area of the world , often at separates it from its overdominant 
unexpected moments, may also burst neighbor to the south . Native popula-
into assembly consciousness and de- tions, often oppressed, seek for some 
mand a hearing-it may be the Middle measure of justice. Enlightened in so 
East , southern Africa , the Mal- much of its democratic political action 
vinas(Fal klands) Islands, Armenians in and freedom (to the envy of the 
Turkey, tribal peoples in India. What if relatively few in the United States who 
a new war breaks out that threatens remember that Canada is really there!) 
world peace? What if a Lebanon-style the nation is highly technological, and 
massacre occurs somewhere the week is subject to the mass media's unre-
before the assembly? What if a nuclear lenting influences. How might all this 
plant in the industrialized world melts impact Vancouver's word on mission? 
down making a large area of France or One Canadian observer has re-
of Oregon uninhabitable for a century cal led that Vancouver is situated close 
or two? What if terrorists hold a major to a United States Trident nuclear 
parliament at bay with a home-made submarine base, so that demonstrators 
nuclear bomb they itch to explode? may see the assembly as an excellent 
Can we imagine that such events will moment to press the delegates to 
not affect the thought and action of an protest with their bodies at the place 
assembly that is sensitive to what goes this fearful machine of destruction lies 
on in the world and wants to respond in wait. Were any such challenge to 
faithfully, and in a timel y manner, with the assembly to arise, one question for 
a prophetic and pastoral word? those concerned about Christian mis-
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sion-presumably everyone at Van
couver-would be whether ,their the
ology of mission allows them, beyond 
fear or lassitude, to ignore the closest 
opportunity most will ever have to 
confront nuclear sin in one of its most 
concrete forms. It is probably too 
much to hope that half the assembly 
delegates wi 11 be arrested for a pro
testing trespass on a Trident naval 
base, but what a clear and present 
image of Jesus Christ as the Life of the 
World this might provide the world in 
response to a clear and pre~ent danger 
to human life! 

The Assembly Theme 

The theme "Jesus Christ-the Life of 
the World" was chosen after much 
thought, among many alternate possi
bi I ities. As so often happens with a 
theme defined long before an assem
bly, events that unfold up to the date of 
the meeting seem to evidence the Holy 
Spirit's active participation in the 
choice of the theme. The emphasis on 
Jesus Christ as Life is almost uncannily 
timely, given the escalating threats to 
the life of humankind that surround us: 
nuclear war, present or potential 
conventional wars, massive hunger, 
ecological destruction, genetic engi
neering, and the regimentation and 
oppression of peoples that too often 
deprive them of meaningful life. The 
repeated stress on life, which will 
hammer at the assembly, will un
doubtedly impact the overall under
standings of Christian mission that will 
emerge. 

God, in his mission, seeks life, and 
life abundant for all. Everyone will 
readily affirm that, but just what it 
means will be the subject of much 
debate. It is likely that the assembly 
will not want to distinguish sharply, as 
some do, between physical life and 
spiritual life, on the assumption that 
both are aspects of one indivisible and 
integral creation of God. Life will be 
seen as a unity that neither the biblical 
record nor solid theology w ill allow to 
be severed. It is predictable, of course, 
that some voices will decry excessive 
emphasis, as it seems to them, on the 
physical problems of humanity, urging 
instead a priority emphasis on evan
gelization and "matters of the spirit." 
In a recent series of Bible studies on the 
nature of mission, C. Rene Padilla, a 
Latin American missiologist who 
comes out of the evangelical stream, 
presents his view on the essence of 
mission under five headings: (1) Fish
ing for the Kingdom, (2) Compassion, 
(3) Feeding the Multitude, (4) Con-
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frontation, and (5) Suffering. If the 
comprehensive understanding of mis
sion suggested by these headings is 
dominant at Vancouver, as I believe it 
will be, we may be delivered from the 
dichotomous unbiblical debate as tc 
which is more important, the body or 
the spirit, social action or evangelism. 
Again Bishop Newbigin comes to our 
aid in the article cited above, where he 
argues persuasively (to me at least) that 
word and deed are biblically insepara
ble in the communication of the 
gospel. He says: "To offer, in effect, 
'cheap grace' to individuals by peeling 
off all the social and political implica
tions of the gospel, is to denature the 
gospel . But that is what happens when 
compassionate action in society is in 
principle subordinated to the preach
ing of a message of individual salva
tion and the gathering up of individu
als into the church." 

The assembly theme wi 11 lead the 
delegates to develop the concept of I ife 
in many ways, but it is important to 
note that the theme is solidly Christo
logical. Life in itself holds great value, 
but the theme states that the Life of the 
World is Jesus Christ himself. Much 
contemporary mission thought, most 
especially in Asia and Latin America, 
urges us to recover, if we have 
neglected it, the centrality of Jesus 
Christ in our theology of mission. For 
instance, D. Preman Niles states: "The 
deep questioning of the idea of Chris
tendom both as a religious idea and a 
political concept is reflected in the fact 
that in the thinking of Asian Christian 
theologians the church does not figure 
very often as a central point of 
departure for relating to other faiths; 
instead the center is Christ. " Stanley J. 
Samartha makes much the same point: 
"Christian mission is a Christ-centered 
activity in which the wholeness of 
Christ provides the basis for the 
church's witness and service in the 
world ." 

Atthe points in Latin America where 
some of the most dynamic expressions 
of vital Christian experience and mis
sion are bubbling today, the comuni
dades de base (Christian grassroots 
communities), much of their power 
derives from a deep sense of closeness 
to the Jesus of the Gospels, the Christ 
not just of all history but of their 
specific history of struggle and suffer
ing. If Jesus Christ comes to us in the 
guise of poverty, oppression, and 
struggle-as he came to Galilean 
fishermen-it is among such condi
tions that we need to seek him as Life, 
and Vancouver is likely to do just that, 

burdened though it may be by affluent 
surroundings, heavy church struc
tures, and the trappings of assembly 
procedures and posturings . Vancou
ver, one may hope, will intertwine 
Christian mission and the Life of the 
World , or better, will articulate some
thing of the nature of the unity of 
mission and life in some highly con
temporary expressions. 

Recent wee Affirmations 

An assembly is not bound to pick up 
and agree with what wee governing 
bodies have done in preceding years; 
indeed, the assembly may ruthlessly 
criticize the council's actions. It is 
likely, though , that in the general area 
of Christian world mission Vancouver 
wi 11 not stray far from the lengthy 
statement developed with consider
able effort and strain by the WCC's 
Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism (CWME), entitled "Mis
sion and Evangelism-An Ecumenical 
Affirmation." (See excerpts on pages 
30-3 2.) There was a moment some two 
or three years ago when CWME was on 
the verge of abandoning the effort to 
produce the document that eventually 
emerged: Was it worth the work 
involved? Would it invariably over
simplify? Could it adequately accom
modate many diverse views in the 
WCCfellowship? ButCWME persisted 

and, by late spring 1982, perfected a 
draft for the WCC's Central Commit
tee, which, surprisingly to many, 
adopted the statement without major 
revisions. Thus the WCC has spoken 
on mission and evangelism, and Van
couver is not apt to modify a basic 
affirmation so recently adopted by 
WCC's top leadership. 

The problem, of course, is that the 
document provides an excellent tar
get. Some say that it is too slanted 
toward posi tions of the Orthodox 
churches, others that it does not 
emphasize the primary nature of 
evangelization, still others that, for all 
its descriptive paragraphs, it nowhere 
defines mission adequately. One 
hopes that those who attack the 
document will first have read it care
fully, in its entirety, so that discussions 
can be informed, whatever disagree
ments may surface. On the supposi
tion that Vancouver will speak a word 
on mission that does not greatly differ 
from the CWME paper, let us briefly 
review its contents. 

In the opening paragraphs of the 
preface "the monstrosity of human 
sin," individual and corporate, is 
decried, and "The Church is sent into 
the world to cal I people and nations to 
repentance, to announce forgiveness 
of sin and a new beginning in relations 
with God and with neighbors through 

Elderly Palestinian 
wipes his tears at 
open-air memorial 
service for massacre 
victims in Lebanon 
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Clean air, clean water and preservation of the world's fragile ecological balance are the 
objectives of the burgeoning crusade against pollution. 

Jesus Christ. This evangelistic calling 
has a new urgency today." Such is the 
presupposition of the entire paper. 

Two sections follow on "The Call to 
Mission" and "The Call to Proclama
tion and Witness." The "inextricable 
relationship between Christian unity 
and missionary calling, between ecu
menism and evangelization" is posit
ed, supported by a quotation from 
Philip Potter's speech to the Roman 
Cathol ic Synod of Bi shops in 1974: 
"Evangelization is the test of our 
ecumenical vocation ." The mark of 
the church is its apostolicity, its being 
sent into the world. "The starting point 
for our proclamation is Christ and 
Christ crucified. " Proclamation of the 
kingdom of God involves entering into 
the kingdom, "taking sides with the 
poor to overcome poverty." This 
means daily identification and partici
pation with the poor of the earth. 
Echoes of Melbourne's emphasis on 
"good news for the poor," which in 
turn echoes Luke 4:18, the Nazareth 
sermon, are clearly in evidence. There 
will doubtless be those who will take 
exception to this emphasis on the 
poor, but it is not likely that Vancouver 
will back away from it. Indeed, I 
would expect Vancouver to reaffirm 
and strengthen it. 

The bulk of the WCC's Ecumenical 
Affirmation presents seven "Ecumeni-

cal Convictions," which together pro
vide an " ecumenical perception of 
Christian mission ." Here I I ist only the 
seven headings: (1) Conversion; (2) 
The Gospel to All Realms of Life; (3) 
The Church and Its Unity in God's 
Mission; (4) Mission in Christ's Way; 
(5) Good News to the Poor; (6) Mission 
in and to Six Continents; and (7) 
Witness among People of Living 
Faiths. 

I find these headings somewhat 
uneven and strange. Take the fourth 
one, for example, " Mission in Christ's 
Way". If the WCC is affirming that it 
carries on mission in Christ's way, who 
can fault it? The section itself is 
perhaps better than its title. It points 
out that Jesus was not imperialistic, 
and adds: " Churches are free to 
choose the ways they consider best to 
announce the Gospel to different 
people in different circumstances. But 
these options are never neutral . Every 
methodology illustrates or betrays the 
Gospel we announce. In all communi
cations of the Gospel , power must be 
subordinate to love. " I feel sure no one 
will quarrel with the statement: " Evan
gelism happens in terms of interper
sonal relations when the Holy Spirit 
quickens to faith . Through sharing the 
pains and joys of life, identifying with 
people, the Gospel is understood and 
communicated. " 
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Is it possib le to see some overriding, 
crucial emphases in these ecumenical 
convictions? I am willing to try to do 
so, though others may disagree. I find 
the following emphases of special 
importance, and would be greatly 
surprised if Vancouver were to reject 
them : 

1. We are called to accept a 
personal decision that Jesus Christ is 
Lord , but concomitantly we are cal led, 
as nations, groups, and families, to 
conversion. We cannot limit our 
witness to a private area of life. 

2. Unity in the church is essential, 
hard as it may be to achieve. 

3. " It is at the heart of Christian 
mission to foster the multiplication of 
local congregations in every human 
community. " (Evangelicals will surely 
not quarrel with that one.) 

4. The proclamation of the gospel 
among the poor is a major criterion by 
which to evaluate the validity of 
today's missionary engagement. 

5. Evangelism and solidarity go 
together. Christian solidarity requires 
the sharing of the knowledge of the 
good news with the world's poor. 

6. If we want to be credible in 
worldwide Christian mission, our 
words must be authenticated by seri
ous missionary engagement in our 
home countries . 

7. Witness to persons of other living 
faiths and ideologies is never a one
way process. It has to be a two-way 
process in which Christians listen as 
well as talk, and can be profoundly 
understanding of the deepest convic
tions of others. 

When the Vancouver Assembly has 
come and gone, all the above may 
seem a pale reflection of the true 
Vancouver experience, or a prophecy 
wide of the mark. No matter, for what 
actually happens will be of far more 
importance than any preliminary 
guesses about it. But one thing is sure: 
we can hope and pray that Vancouver 
might be a high moment of living 
proclamation and experience that in 
fact Jesus Christ is the Life of the 
World, including the Life of the 
Vancouver Assembly. • 

Eugene L. Stockwell, a former Methodist 
missionary in Uruguay and a World 
Division executive, is Associate General 
Secretary for Overseas Ministries of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. This article originally appeared 
in the International Bulletin of Missionary 
Research, from which it is reprinted by 
permission . 
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LETTER FROffi INDIA-

YOUTH IN TURffiOIL 

T hree totally diverse events relat-
1 ing to young people in India have 

made news in recent times. 
First, and by far the most shocking, 

was the Assam student agitation which 
culminated in gory violence that left an 
estimated 3,000 dead . 

Assam is a northeastern border state 
with a nebulous corridor that I inks it to 
the rest of India . There is Tibet on one 
side and Bangladesh on the other. 
Though one of the richest states in 
India in terms of natural resources-it 
has been producing substantial quan
tities of petroleum for almost a hun
dred years-the people are among the 
poorest. The Indian government has 
invested very I ittle, ostensibly because 
it is unsure of the state' s safety. Even 
the oil refinery to process Assam oil 
has been set up hundreds of miles 
away in Bihar. In fact, the neighboring 
states of Bihar and West Bengal earn 
more revenue from Assam 's natural 
resources than does the state itself. 

To add to this situation, there is an 
almost constant influx from both 
Bangladesh and West Bengal which 
not only causes economic hardships to 
the people of Assam but threatens their 
very culture. Much of this influx has 
been deliberately encouraged to turn 
parts of Assam into Muslim strong
holds and provide a political base to 
erstwhile Congress Party leaders such 
as the late Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed who 
became the president of India and a 
clo e confidant to Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. 

Assam also happened to be the state 
where the British priest Michael Scott 
preached Christianity and diss idence 
before he was banished from India. 

In every aspect of Assamese life 

Arun Gondhi 

preference was given to those termed 
as " outsiders" since they controlled 
business and industry . Assamese 
youth who spent time and money to 
gain academic qualifications found 
they only helped to swell the ranks of 
the " educated unemployed ." 

The angry students now want to treat 
all those who came into Assam after 
1961 as " foreigners", demanding that 
they should be disenfranchised and 
dispersed to different parts of the 
country. This is not acceptable to the 
government of India. In 1980 when 
nation-wide elections were held , the 
Assamese boycotted them totally. Dis
cussions were resumed but neither 
side was willing to concede ari inch . 
Last December, just when it seemed as 
though some settlement might be 
possible , the Union Government 
broke off discussions, moved in units 

of the army, and announced elections 
which turned out to be a farce. 

Although an " elected" government 
has been installed, the situation is far 
from peaceful. Indeed, there is consid
erable doubt if the state government 
will be able to function . Meanwhile, 
the Assam students sought to interna
tionalize their controversy by distri
buting an " open letter" to the dele
gates of the Conference of Non
Aligned Nations held in New Delhi . 
Referring to Assam as the "graveyard 
of democracy", they sought the help of 

. foreign delegates to raise the issue of 
Assam in the Conference on " humani
tarian grounds." The letter said that 
"the grim tragedy inflicted on our 
people was worse than the South 
African Sharpeville Massacre which 
roused the democratic conscience of 
the international community." 

An estimated 1,000 people, including the Moslem farmer shown above, have been killed 
in the recent communal strife between the Hindus and Moslems of the Assam region in 
India. 
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'' ... hunger ond molnutrition 
coupled with rompont food odulterotion 

is inexorobly sopping the physicol 
ond mentol strength of the people. '' 

A Mammoth Youth Festival 

Iron ically, wh i le Assam students 
were seething with anger and planning 
to thwart the elections, a delegation of 
200 students from the state were 
participating in a mammoth youth 
festival held in the western state of 
Gujarat. Organized by the National 
Youth Project, the festival attracted 
15,000 young people from all parts of 
Ind ia who, as a teenaged Kashmiri girl 
put it, " came with great trepidation but 
went back with great joy." The success 
of this two-week-long festival was so 
great that the organizers want to hold 
at least six each year from now on . 

The boys and girls camped in the 
w il derness . Each morning groups 
were assigned duties such as cooking, 
washing, cleaning while the rest went 
to help the laborers constructing the 
massive dam across the Narmada 
River. In the evenings, all participated 
in debates, discussions and cultural 
activities. 

During the festival last December 
Hindus and Muslims rampaged 
through the town of Baroda during 
bloody riots. Hearing of this, the 
15,000 students marched eight miles 
in a procession, singing hymns of all 
re ligions. They congregated in the 
center of the town, urged the citizens 
to forget their anger and join with them 
in all-faith prayer meeting. From then 
on, calm reigned in strife-torn Baroda. 

A Nation of Morons? 

Si nee youth are usually regarded as 
the key to a nation's future, the third 
recent event is perhaps the most 
fr ighten ing. A case has been made that 
by the turn of the century India may 
become a nation of morons. 

This fr ightening prospect has been 
projected by Dr. P.S. Sharma in a 
recent issue of Voluntary Action, an 
elite magazine with an exclusive 
ci rcu lation. He says that hunger and 
mal nutrition coupled with rampant 
food adulteration is inexorably sap
ping the physical and mental strength 
of the people. 

Sharma quoted Dr. C. Gopalan, 
president of the Nutrition Foundation 
of India, as saying that undernourish
ment and malnutrition have reached 
proportions where each generation is 
perpetuating its phys ical and mental 
retardation by passing them on to the 
next. 

Dr. Gopalan says "It is disastrous 
that we are producing more and more 
mentally and physically substandard 
people. " 

According to Dr. Sharma, it has 
been estimated that of 23 mill ion 
children expected to be born in 1983 
only three million will be healthy and 
normal and fully productive citizens. 
Of the remainder, four million will die 
in childhood and 16 million will 
become adults with poor physical and 
mental abilities caused by severe 
malnutrition . 

Experts point out that 140 million 
people in India are grossly undernour
ished and that more than half the 
chi Id ren under the age of five are 
malnourished who will grow up as 
stunted adults to breed malformed 
progeny. 

Statistics show that almost 14 per
cent of the children born in India will 
die before their first birthday while 
hospitals are flooded with children 
ailing from acute infections. Medical 
experts say that 60 percent of pre
school children suffer from severe 
malnutrition. This is due not only to 
the lack of food but also to improper 
dietary habits. 

The alarming prospect for the future 
is that when India ' s population 
reaches 750 million by 1991 it will 
include 320 million below the age of 
14, all of them underfed and under
nourished. 

Grandiose plans are formulated by 
the central and state governments for 
the welfare of the children, according 
to Dr. Sharma, but all of these are 
administered and implemented by 
agencies with vested interests. Conse
quently, a large part of the money 
meant for the programs actually end 
up in the pockets of middlemen or the 
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manufacturers of protein-rich food. 
In a survey conducted in Delhi in 

1981 it was discovered that only four 
out of ten children covered by a 
nutrition program received the food 
meant for them . The rest was con
sumed by intermediaries. If this is what 
happens in the capital of the country, 
the situation elsewhere can only be 
worse. In some villages in the south 
Indian state of Karnataka it was disco
vered that government officials distri
buted 200 grams of a protein food only 
once every two weeks instead of every 
day as ordered . 

Dr. Gopalan believes there would 
be no malnutrition in India if the 
available food was properly distribut
ed. The problem in India is that with 
almost. 60 percent of the population 
living below the bread line the poor 
just can't afford to buy nutritious food . 

The need therefore is not only to 
raise the standard of living of the 
people in India but also to make them 
conscious of nutritive values. For 
instance, most Indians throw away the 
leaves of cauliflowers and drumsticks 
which are rich in vitamins. They also 
drain water in which rice is boiled, 
thus wasting a vital source of vitamin 
B. 

Closely linked with problem of 
malnutrition, says Dr. Gopalan, is the 
problem of adulteration . Traders in 
India pass off horse beans as coffee, 
mix horse dung in ground spices, bone 
meal in sugar, papaya seeds in black 
pepper, and use poisonous dyes as 
food colorings. Instant foods are adul
terated with chemicals, ice cream with 
blotting paper and, of course, there is 
the ever-increasing use of pesticides, 
fungicides, and chemical ferti I izers 
which cause their own havoc. • 

Arun Gandh i, an Indian journali st, is 
ed itor of Imprint, a magazine deal ing in 
soc ial questions in Bombay. The recent 
fi lm, Gandhi, deals w ith the life of his 
grandfather, Mohandas K. Gandh i. 
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Samuel DuBois Cook 

In the struggle for racial 
justice and equality since 
the historic March on 
Washington in 1963, nei
ther the process nor the 
product has been simple, 
easy, or uniform. On the 
contrary, the events, expe
riences , and encounters 
relating to the pilgrimage 

of Blacks in America have been mixed . 
Overall , ambiguity has been the order 
of the day. 

Trying to make sense of the Black 
experience since the historic and 
monumental March on Washington is 
mind-boggling. It almost defies the 
realm of rational meaning. In a pro
found sense, the March seems like 
ancient history. 

In the first five or so years after the 
March on Washington, great and 
remarkable progress was made in the 
quest for equality of Blacks as citizens 
and persons. The Civil Rights Act of 
1964 in effect reinstituted the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. The Voting Rights Act of 
1965 in substance reinstituted the 15th 
Amendment. The Fair Housing Act 
was passed in 1968. Hopes soared . 

But in the early 1970s, the hopes 
raised by the " revolution of expecta
tions" and the glorious victories and 
enchanting promises of the creative 
and memorable 1960s were tragically 
dashed and turned into ashes . Progress 
collided with the stubborn brute reali
ties of resistance--realities that did not 
appear at first blush but were disclosed 
only by the progress itself, as if 
something of a peeling process were 
involved , going from surface to depth . 
The mood in the Black community 
shifted from one of hopefulness to one 
of bitter disappointment and angry 
frustration. Momentum was lost and a 

tide of reaction and conservatism had 
set in. 

Certain code words will jog our 
memory. Urban riots , " crime in the 
streets", the " white backlash", " law 
and order", " benign neglect", " return 
to constitutional government" and 
" states rights ." The tragedy of Vietnam 
wreaked havoc with social programs 
and compassionate commitments, in
c I ud i ng the " war on poverty. " I ncreas
i ngly, there was laxity in the enforce
ment of civi I rights laws. Fragmenta
tion developed within the Civil Rights 
Movement itself. The Movement final
ly col lapsed. 

With the breakup of the Civil Rights 
coalition , former allies became indif
ferent and insensitive or, even worse, 
began to fight among themselves, 
work at cross-purposes, and move in 
opposite directions. Many white liber
als became faint of heart and battle
weary, sulked in their tents ego
bruised, became immobilized by fears 
and threats to their privileges, moral 
conceit and ethical pretensions, or 
joined outright the children of dark
ness and the "killers of the dream." 

Our country today is caught up in 
the harsh and somewhat mean and 
vindictive throes of conservatism and 
reaction. A counter-revolution is un
derway. There is an escalation of 
ethical insensitivity, indifference to 
human suffering, and anti-humanism. 
Blacks, the poor, the needy, the 
elderly and the jobless are not only 
being deprived of essential goods and 
services but, more deeply, they are 
being stripped of precious hope and 
the glow and warmth of human 
community, the sense of dignity and 
compassion. 

The children of darkness and the 
forces of reaction , not the children of 
light and the forces of progress and 
human decency, are largely in control 
of the country . Blacks and other 
minorities are " out of style" , in sharp 
contrast to the noonday brightness of 
the heyday of the Civil Rights Move
ment. Creative programs to transform 
formal equality of opportunity into 
material equality of opportunity and to 
translate abstract justice into concrete 
justice and existential reality are be
coming more and more rare. Affirma
tive action programs are under bitter 
and angry attack. Instead of celebrat
ing programs to right the wrongs of 
history, we hear tragic nonsense about 
" reverse discrimination", " reverse 
racism", and " preferential treatment" 
for Blacks. 

The times are not good for black 
Americans . But were they ever, except 
for brief moments? Witness the further 
cutbacks in student financial aid pro
posed by the Reagan Administration. 
They would be utterly catastrophic 
and deadly for higher education but 
especially for b lack colleges whose 
students, generally speaking, repre
sent the wretched of the American 
economic earth . 

The challenges of the 80s will center 
on the elimination of racism in its more 
sophisticated and cunning forms, the 
eradication of poverty and other forms 
of economic justice and inequality, 
the quest for political equality and 
equity, the control and prevention of 
violence, and the search to heal 
broken community. 

I believe that the quality and future 
not only of America but of Western 
civilization will depend, in no small 
measure, upon the outcome of the 
present struggle for racial and social 
justice. 

Consider the supreme tragedy and 
tyranny of racism. It is sti 11 true that the 
greatest moral problem offending 
American democracy is racism-pure 
and simple . It not only opens the 
floodgates of evil but justifies and 
sanctifies unending inhumanity. 

Consider poverty and other forms of 
economic injustice. Despite all the 
progress we have made--and we have 
made much-it is still true that more 
black Americans live in poverty today 
than at any time since 1967. A lmost 
8,000,000 of our fellow citizens were 
below t e poverty line in 1979 and 
black family income is now only about 
57% of white family income. The gap 
has grown over the past 13 years, not 
narrowed. Unemployment among 
Blacks is more than twice that of 
Whites. Teenage black unemploy
ment is a national disgrace--being 35, 
40, 50, and 60 percent in some inner 
cities. 

What is true about Blacks economi
cally is also true politically, educa
tionally, and culturally in terms of 
equal participation in, and being 
beneficaries of, the mainstream of 
American life. Much has changed, but 
too much has not. 

It is not easy to be a black Ameri-
can. • 

Dr. Samuel DuBois Cook is president of 
Dillard University, a Un ited Methodist-re
lated , historically black co llege in ew 
Orleans . 
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LETTERS 

for the ir "eagerness to share in ecumen ical 
study and witness with Catholic bishops 
and congregations." God help us all to 
work together " as one in the Spirit" on this 
issue that means I ife or death for our planet 
and its people. 

Cecilia Sheppard (fo r the signers) 
Asheville, N .C. 

Support Nuclear Freeze Reader Asks Help 

Th is letter or statement comes from 32 
ret ired missionaries and deaconesses of 
Brooks Howell Home, together w ith their 
admin istrator and a staff member. 

We want to take our stand w ith the 
Council of Bishops ofThe United Method
ist Church in their recent reaffirmation of 
the call made last year for a mutual , 
verifiable nuclear freeze , and in their 
expression of solidarity with the Roman 
Catholic Bishops in the continuing struggle 
for peace . 

I would like to ask NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK readers to assist me in a 
research project that I have been working 
on for several years. I am trying to 
complete it for the Bicentennial Celebra
tion of The United Methodist Church . 

We are grateful indeed that they com
mend the pastoral letter of the Catholic 
Bishops " for study in all our churches" and 

! am writing a historical survey of 
prominent American women leaders in all 
divisions of the Methodist Church during 
the 1700s to the present. If your readers are 
aware of any biographical /autobiographi
cal information about remarkable women 
Methodist leaders (female circuit riders, 
preachers, educators, missionaries, au
thors, journalists, administrators-such as 

I 
I 

Your Love is All They Have Left 
War casualties are frequently counted In terms of the number of soldiers who lost 

their lives on the battlefield. But children are piteous victims, too - losing their par
ents, their homes, their sense of security and their chance for a normal life. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Is responding to the needs of 
children In El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and other Latin American 
countries . UMCOR programs Include treating diseases, providing pure water and 
planting home vegetable gardens for better nutrition. 

Your contribution provides a cup of pure water-and more. 
Please give to help children in Latin America . 

-------------UMCOR 701225·6 

Today's check Improves tomorrow's future. 

NAME-----------------~ 

I Clip thle coupon and 
mall with your check to the 

STREET ADDRESS _____________ ~ 
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I UMCOR DIVISION I 
Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE -----
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distr ict superintendents, chaplains, etc .), I 
would appreciate it if they would write to 
me about these women. 

In addition to locating possible unpub
lished material about well-known leaders 
such as Anna Howard Shaw, Mary 
Mcleod Bethune, Georgia Harkness and 
many others, I am also looking for 
information , sto ries, old photographs, 
etc. , about not so well-known women 
leaders . Their story needs to be told too! 

Rev. Deborah Drash-Carroll 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church 
Shreveport, LA 

Political Balance Needed 

The " 60 Minutes" controversy over 
accusations of using church funds for 
"subversi ve" purposes is damaging to the 
church in the short term but can be;iefit us 
in the long run if we face the issues 
involved: making the church 's national 
organization responsive to a// United 
Methodists. 

There is no doubt that the people 
allocating money to these programs are 
well-intentioned Christians who believe 
that what they are doing is right. However, 
it appears as though Christians in these 
high offices have a rather liberal political 
philosophy in allocating money given by 
the local church. This is not to say that the 
conservative element has been censored ; 
nevertheless, when it comes time to spend 
church funds, conservative causes appear 
to be left with an empty bag. 

There are many Jerry Falwell-type con
servative organizations that give exclusive 
support to conservative causes which they 
deem to be worthy Christian endeavors . 
However, there is a big difference between 
this type of support and support given by 
The United Methodist Church to liberal 
causes ; in the former, monetary support 
comes from contributors having a similar 
religious and political viewpoint-this 
cannot be said for the United Methodist 
Church . Our church has traditionally been 
a forum of many diverse political views. Is 
itfair to take the money of church members 
who believe the Equal Rights Amendment 
to be morally wrong and use church funds 
to advocate its passage? It would be 
equally unfair to use church money to 
return prayer to the public schools . 
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What should we do? First, the church 
should strive for a more politically ba
lanced viewpoint in making church pol icy. 
We must avoid the tendency shared by 
both the left and the right of believing their 
po ints of view to be the " Christian point of 
view. " It shou Id be recognized that though 
we are Christians, none of us have a 
monopoly on knowing God 's will . 

Secondly, we as local church members, 
should live up to our responsibilities as 
Christ ian stewards by insuring ou rselves 
that money given to advance God' s 
Kingdom is truly being used fo r Christian 
purposes. We should demand spec ific 
information as to how our money is being 
used by the national organization. The 
national church should provide such in
fo rmation on how the money is being used 
as wel I as educating the membership on 
how to change national church policy 
when members believe it to be wrong. At 
this point, many churc h members are 
co nfused by the conflicting reports on the 
situation . Perhaps my perception that that 
church money flows leftward is incorrect ; 
however, these perceptions come not from 
such publications as Reader's D igest but 
equally from our own church-generated 
publi cations such as Response and New 
World O utlook. 

Thou gh the present controversy has 
damaged the chu rch's image, the proper 
response is an objective analysis of the 
charges, not an angry dismissal . It is only 
after we have faced the problem that the 
" half-truths" of programs like " 60 Mi
nutes" wi 11 stop. 

Edward L. Craig, Jr. 
Knoxville, TN 

New World Outlook welcomes letters 
from readers. Letters for publication 
should include the writer's name and 
address. Address letters to the Editor, 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK, Room 1349, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 
101115. We regret that because of the 
volume of mail received, we are unable to 
acknowledge unpublished letters. 

In ou r September issue a United 
Methodist minister tell s us some of the 
things he learned as a Volu nteer in 
Mission. That issue w il l also include an 
examination of President Reagan' s Ca
ribbean Basi n Initiati ve (" A Proposa l 
Gone Awry') and a profile of award
wi nn ing writer Margaret Walker A lex
ander, one of America's (and U nited 
Methodism's) ' irrepressible' story-tell
ers. 

Wouldrit it 
Be Great? 

Wouldn't it be great if there were some way that denominations 
could work together to come up with a plan of Bible study so adult 
Sunday School classes in various denominations could study the 
same Bible passages at the same time? 

Wouldn't it be great if Christian people in this country could work 
together in disaster relief when hurricanes. floods. tornadoes strike 
anywhere in the world? 

Wouldn't it be great if a group of Christians working together could 
help resettle refugees from countries where totalitarian governments 
make life d ifficult? 

Wouldn't it be great if a church organization addressed human 
rights outrages such as Russian interference in Afghanistan? 

Wouldn't it be great if there were an agency that would coordinate 
a program to provide resources for local church education and 
evangelism and tools for stewardship? 

Wouldn't it be great if churches in places ravaged by war and 
revolution could have food and clothing to distribute to the afflicted 
people? 

Wouldn't it be great if there were a place where Christians out of 
different traditions and emphases work together. even when they 
disagree? 

Wouldn't it be great? 

Well . there is such an agency. Such an organization. Such working 
together. 

IT'S CALLED THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST. 

- F. Belton Joyner. Jr. 
Minister Tr inity United Methodist Church . Durham. N.C. 

For more information. contact the NCCC Office of Information. 475 
Riverside Dr .. Rm. 850. New York . NY 10115. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN RELIGIOUS TRADI
TIONS, edited by Arlene Swidler. New 
York, 1982: Pilgrim Press, paperback, 104 
pages, $8.95. 

The subject of human rights fortunately 
continues to command widespread atten
tion . This book tries to answer these 
questions: How are human rights defined 
in seven rel igious traditions, what specific 
areas would the concept embrace, where 
does the theoretical base for human rights 
lie in each tradition, how has thinking on 
human rights evolved, what areas have 
been developed most successfully and 
which less so, to what extent have human 
rights been upheld in societies dominated 
by each tradition, and where is the basis for 
an interfaith dialogue on human rights? 

These are all good questions. It was not 
to be expected that the answers, each 
written by a member of that faith, would be 
equally good, but enough were to make 

A Revealing Study 

th is book a very good compilation indeed . 
The seven faiths represented are Protes
tantism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Roman Ca
tholicism, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and 
H indu ism . All seven papers were then 
responded to by a social historian, a 
technologist, an economist, and a psy
chiatri st. 

The paper on Protestantism was written 
by a United Methodist, Dr. J. Robert 
Nelson of Boston University School of 
Theology. Dr. Nelson's article is very 
good , but honors for the best job of 
answering all the questions must go to 
Riffat Hassa n, a Muslim who chairs the 
Religious Studies Program at the University 
of Louisville. With numerous quotations, 
Dr. Hassan convincingly shows the strong 
support in the Qur'an for a broad spectrum 
of human rights, including the right to life, 
to respect, to justice, to freedom , to 
privacy, to protection from slander and 
backbiting, to "the good life," and other 
rights . Then she outlines the " irreconcil
able gulf" between this ideal and its 
practice in Muslim societies. 

This is strong stuff, and Professor Hassan 
must be complimented for her fearless 
essay. Unfortunately for this book, none of 
the other contributors matched her candor. 

The closest is John Langan , whose 
closely reasoned essay is on Human Rights 
in Roman Catholicism. Fr. Langan, a 
Jesuit, leaves the reader with the distinct 

The World's Uprooted 
Confront and deepen your understanding of the 
uprootedness faced by millions of the earth's 
people ... refugees, the homeless in cities, the 
unemployed, runaways, battered women and 
others. 

FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH 

impression that there would be little to 
write about on this subject if ,Pope John 
XXlll had not lived. His Pacem in Terris is 
clearly the Bible of human rights in 
Catholicism, with Pius IX's Syllabus of 
Errors of 100 years earlier a kind of foi I to 
show what good Pope John was up against. 
Fr. Langan notes that Roman Catholic 
versions of human rights theory differ from 
other traditions in its distrust of individual
ism and emphasis on community and, in 
contrast to Protestantism in particular, in its 
appeal to philosophical categories rather 
than scripture. Candidly , Fr . Langan 
admits the Catholic Church found " consid
erable difficulty" in adjusting to religious 
freedom ideas in the late 18th century. 

Enhancing Human Freedoms 

In his usually thorough style, Professor 
Nelson explains that among the three main 
divisions of Christianity, " Protestantism 
enjoys the best, but not an unsullied, 
reputation for securing, extending, and 
enhancing human freedoms." The source 
for Protestant concern for human rights lies 
not just in our creation but also in our 
redemption through Jesus Christ which 
clearly exhibits God's care for all persons. 
Dr. Nelson provides a convenient way to 
categorize human rights by thinking of 
rights to be secured, such as a free 
conscience, speech, press, assembly, reli
gion , mobility, privacy, legal defense, 

No Place Left Called Home. ( #4240) By James 
A. Cogswell. This basic text for the study 
introduces some of the world 's uprooted people. 
Causes of uprootedness are explored and ways 
individuals and congregations can begin to heal 
their brokenness. $5.50 

Slide Set-The World's Uprooted. ( #4269) 20 
color slides and reading script. Shows uprooted 
peoples and the effect of dislocation on their lives. 
$7.50 

42 

Finding Home. ( #4241) By Carol Birkland. A 
study guide with plans, learning activities, ideas 
for retreats and intergenerational studies, a 
simulation game and many other learning oppor
tunities. $4.95 

Poster Series-The World's Uprooted. ( #4245) 
Two posters with three panels each, printed on 
one side to make a six poster set. Introduces 
persons in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, Latin 
America and the U.S. $2.95 
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FOR CHILDREN 
Roots and Wings. (#4242) By Elaine M. Ward. 
For children in grades 1-6, a collection of stories 
about the uprootedness children experience. 
$3.95 
Growing Roots and Wings: A Guide to Teach· 
ing Children "Roots and Wings." (#4243) By 
Elaine M. Ward. Study guide to equip teachers of 
grades 1-6 to provide learning experiences for 
children . $6.95 

Order from Service Center, 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 
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marriage and family life, and rights to be 
provided fo r and satisfied , such as proper
ty , gainful employment, hol idays with pay, 
education , food and shelter, and others. 
Certain nations are so poor, he says, that 
they " can hardly begin to provide for all 
the social, economic, and cultu ral rights so 
defi ned ." There, great diffe rences between 
these two kinds of hu man rights must be 
understood . 

Dr. Ne lson has the em inent good sense 
to state that the Bible does not have a 
cata logue of rights . Much literature on this 
subject confuses religious admonitions to 
do good to others and protect the poor and 
needy with the concept of rights itself, 
which the Bible does not really have. The 
most that can be said is that rights are 
imp I icit in these cal Is, but not explicit. That 
comes in the modern era with the Enlight
enment , Roussea u, Jo hn Locke , and 
others. 

In hi s essay on Eastern Orthodoxy, 
Stanley S. Harakas seems to underscore 
Nelson's poi nt on the Bible by saying that 
" human rights, in and of themselves, are 
not direct ly addressed in the modern 
fash ion by the early Christian tradition." 
The tradi tion tended to focus more on 
duties than rights , more on achievi ng our 
human potentia l by overcoming si n and 
alienation than by c laiming ri ghts. For 
Orthodox people themse lves, he notes, the 
strongest human rights des ires have been 

for national and cultural self-determina
tion , since Orthodox communities were 
under the Ottoman Turks for so long. 

The essay on Judaism w i ll be among the 
most interesting for the average United 
Methodist reader. Again , a distinction is 
drawn between human rights as we now 
know the term and the values and ideals of 
the fa ith w hich were congenia l to the 
concept of rights when the concept came 
along. Beginning with the Genesis story, in 
which the sovereignty of God and the 
sacredness of the individual are taught, 
Rabbi Daniel F. Poli sh explores the theo
logical basis for human rights concerns . He 
is quite candid about " the problem of the 
treatment accorded to women in Jewish 
teaching" while pointing out that women 
do receive a remarkable theological status 
in some religious teach ing. "The treatment 
of women aside, the Jewish tradition has 
been consistent in advocati ng the equality 
of all the chi ldren of God ." 

As candid as he is on the issue of 
women, Rabbi Polish leaves much to be 
desired on the issue of Israel . Surely the 
division of public opinion in that land 
indicates that in a number of respects, not 
least in its governance of the occupied 
territories and the invasion of Lebanon, the 
government of Israe l is perce ived by many 
Israe lis as not fulfi lling the human rights 
provisos of its own admitted ly remarkable 
constitut ion. 

The essay on Hinduism, by Kana Mitra , 
ac knowledges that the " caste system 
seems to be wholly incompatible with the 
idea of human rights ." Again , more is 
made of duties than of rights and it is to 
modern thinkers such as Rabindranath 
Tagore, Rammohan Roy, and, of course, 
Gandhi that one must look in Hi nduism for 
support of human rights ideas and values. 

The least satisfying essay for this reader 
was that on Buddh ism. Professor Kenneth 
lnada's prose is sometimes impenetrable. 
One point is clear and that is that, again, 
human rights as we generally understand 
the term are not th~ same to non-Buddhists 
as to Buddhists . To a Buddhist, he says, 
human rights statements in the UN Decla
ration " address the individual in an un
clea r way. " Yes, and I'm afraid, so does 
this essay. Nothing is said of how human 
rights are ca rried out in Buddhist societies, 
yet one knows, for instance, that prohibi
tions against change of religion in some 
Buddhist countries require one year prison 
terms. 

I am notsurewhy theeditorfeltcalled on 
to ask four others to respond to these 
pieces. Together, they do not add much. 
Stil l, this is a good collection of essays 
which shou ld reward the careful reader 
who believes, as does th is reviewer, that 
impart ial and apolitical human rights 
invo lvement is one of God's imperatives 
fo r Christians today. (C. E. B.) 

ADD DIMENSION TO YOUR MISSION STUDY 
WITH THESE SPECIAL ISSUES 

Not only does New World Outlook provide a year 
round mission update . Twice a year subscripers 
receive a special issue with colorful material to sup 
plement the two new mission studies. 

Read stories that feature United Methodist participa 
tion in ministries to the World 's Uprooted (June) 
and learn about Central Africa in October. Find com
pelling photographs and graphics that broaden the 
theme 's perspectives . Subscribe now! 

One year for only $7; in combinat ion with Response, $13. 
Two years for $13; in combination with Response, $25. 

Order from Service Center- Magazi ne Circulation , 
7820 Reading Road , Ci nci nnati, Ohio 45237 
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l'HE NOYl•G 
Fl•GER WRITES--~~ 

Supreme Court Sup· 
ports IRS in Battle with 
Bob Jones U. 

Rel igious school s that discrim inate 
on the basis of race in admissions 
pol icies are not entitled to federal tax 
exemption , the U .S. Supreme Court 
has ruled in the most controversial 
case of its current term . 

The high court held, 8-1 , that Bob 
Jones University of Greenville, S.C. , 
and Goldsboro (N .C. ) Christian 
Schools have neither legal nor consti
tutional grounds for cla iming tax-€x
empt statu s, nor are they entitled to 
receive tax-deductible contributions. 

The court's unexpectedly strong 
decision brought to an end an extend
ed legal battle between the two 
schools and the Internal Revenue 
Service, w hich in 1976 revoked Bob 
Jones Un iversi ty's tax exemption and 
has denied the priv ilege outright to 
Goldsboro Christian Schools since 
1969. 

The decision upheld rulings of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit, w hich found that Bob 
Jones University and the Goldsboro 
Christian Schools practiced racial dis
crimination and were therefore not 
entitled to tax-€xempt status. 

The statute in question, Section 
501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, provides tax exemptions to 
organizations " operated exclusively 
for religious, charitable or educational 
purposes." The school , along with the 
Justice Department, argued that eligi
bility could be establi shed by being 
either rel igious or chari table or edu
cational . 

Ch ief Justice Warren E. Burger, 
w ri ti ng for the 8-1 majority, rejected 
the schools' key cla im that the IRS 
act ion violated their right to free 
exerc ise of relig ion, a guarantee pro
tected by the First Amendment to the 
Con sti tut ion . According to both 
schoo ls, the pol icies of discriminating 
racia ll y in admissions were based on 
si ncere ly held relig ious be liefs against 
the mixing of races. 

But Justice Burger, quoting from a 
dec is ion he wrote last term, held that 
" not all bu rdens on re ligion are 

unconstitutional. .. The state may jus
tify a limitation on religious liberty by 
show ing that it is essential to accom
pl ish an overriding governmental in
terest. " He added, " The governmental 
interest here is compelling .. .. The gov
ernment has a fundamental , over-ri
ding interest in eradicating racial 
di scr imination in education ... That 
governmental interest substantially 
outweighs whatever burden denial of 
tax benef its places on petitioners' 
exercise of their religious beliefs." 

Chief Justice Burger devoted only 
three of the opinion's 30 pages to the 
schools' religious freedom issue. He 
said the schools remained free to 
practice their religion in the absence of 
tax benefits . 

Besides the claim that IRS violated 
their freedom of religion, Bob Jones 
and Goldsboro also argued that the 
tax-collecting agency overstepped its 
legal authority in that Congress had 
never written specific language into 
the Internal Revenue Code to deny tax 
exemption to religious schools that 
discrim inate on the basis of sincerely 
held beliefs . 

That view, too, was rejected by the 
court. 

Justice Burger, after an extensive 
review of the tax laws, said his 
examination revealed " unmistakable 
evidence" that " entitlement to tax 
exemption depends on meeting cer
tain common-law standards of chari
ty-namely, that an institution seeking 
tax-€xempt status must serve a public 
purpose and not be contrary to estab
lished public policy." 

On that basi s, Justice Burger con
tinued , IRS acted within the bounds of 
the law when in 1970 it issued a 
revenue ruling declaring that it would 
no longer grant tax exemption to 
schools practicing race discrimination 
in admissions policies. 

Bob Jones University admits Blacks 
but forbids inter-rac ial dating and 
marriage on what it believes are 
religious grounds . The Goldsboro 
school does not admit Blacks. 

The IRS action quickly became the 
centerpiece of debates in many reli
gious groups about human rights and 
religiou s liberties. Two Churches, the 
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United Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
the American Baptist Churches, filed 
" friend of the court" briefs arguing that 
the IRS had overstepped its bounds 
and , in effect, supporting the position 
of Bob Jones University. 

The Rev. Dean M . Kelley, director 
for religious and civil liberties of the 
National Council of Churches, urged 
church involvement in the Bob Jones 
case because, he said, " The principle 
at stake is larger than the race issue, as 
important as that is. The principle is 
the free exercise of religion ." 

The amicus curiae brief filed by Mr. 
William P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of 
the United Presbyterian Church, did 
not go unchallenged in his own 
denomination . The Moderator of the 
193rd General Assembly (1981 ), the 
Rev. Robert M . Davidson, of New 
York City, openly dissented from it. 
Fifty-one Black Presbyterian leaders 
issued a statement saying in part "Bob 
Jones University does not believe in 
(our) . .. humanity." However, at last 
year's General Assembly a petition, or 
" overture", to withdraw the amicus 
brief was defeated by a two to one 
margin, though a motion expressing 
the assembly' s " utter abhorence" of 
racial -practices at Bob Jones passed 
unanimously. 

An editorial, " When Rights Col
lide" , in the February, 1982 issue of 
New World Outlook argued that the 
question is "how far can the govern
ment intervene, especially an admin
istrative agency, on so broad and 
general a rubric as 'public policy."' 
The editorial said "we find Bob Jones' 
beliefs repugnant. But there seems 
little question that they are beliefs. " 

Theed itorial continued, " We do not 
say that government can never inter
vene in religious matters but such 
intervention must always be kept to a 
minimum .... When two great rights 
collide, both must be upheld. 

The opinion of the editors was, as 
the magazine predicted, not a popular 
one. Several leading staff members of 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
strongly disagreed with the viewpoint 
of the editorial. In a " Viewpoint" 
column published later in the year 
opposing the editorial , Tyrone S. Pitts, 
director of the Department of Racial 
Justice of the National Council of 
Churches, argued that " public policy 
in the area of racial discrimination in 
education has been well documented 
in the anna ls of history. The interpre
tation is clear-racial discrimination 
in society in general and in education 
in particu Jar is illegal. " 
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The viewpoint of Mr. Pitts was the 
one which prevailed in the decision of 
the Supreme Court. Chief Justice 
Burger, while acknowledging the seri 
ous nature of determining that schools 
such as Bob Jones and Goldsboro are 
not entitled to tax exemption and 
thereby to receive tax-deductible 
contributions, declared: " A declara
tion that a given institution is not 
'charitable' should be made only 
where there can be no doubt that the 
activity involved is contrary to funda
mental public policy . But there can no 
longer be any doubt that racial dis
crimination in education violates 
deeply and widely accepted views of 
elementary justice." 

Among the judges in the majority, 
the viewpoint which came closest to 
that argued in the amicus curiae briefs 
and by Dean Kelley and this maga
zine, would appear to have been that 
of Justice Louis F. Powell , Jr. Justice 
Powell agreed with the Chief Justice's 
reasoning in holding that the govern
menta I interest outweighed the 
schools' claimed freedom of religion 
rights, nevertheless he said he was 
" troubled by the broader implications 
of the Court's opinion with respect to 
the authority of the Internal Revenue 
Service." He questioned whether the 
I RS possessed the necessary statutory 
authority " to decide which public 
policies are sufficiently 'fundamental ' 
to require denial of tax exemption. " 
He added : " Its business is to adminis
ter laws designed to produce revenue 
for the government, not promote 
' public policy. "' 

The court's lone dissenter, Justice 
William H. Rehnquist, wrote that 
although he agreed that Congress has 
the authority to deny tax exemption to 
religious schools that discriminate, " I 
am convinced that Congress has sim
ply failed to take this action. " He 
added : " Whatever the reasons for the 
failure, this court should not legislate 
for Congress." 

Following the decision, the Rev. 
Bob Jones 3d, president of Bob Jones 
University, took no notice of either the 
dissent by Justice Rehnquist or his age. 
" We' re in a bad fix in America, " he 
preached to his students at their 
mandatory daily chapel meeting , 
" when eight evi I old men and one vain 
and foolish woman can speak a verdict 
on American liberties. Our nation 
from th is day forward is no better than 
Russia insofar as expecting the bless
ings of God is concerned. You no 
longer live in a nation that is religiously 
free. " 

Global Meeting Attacks 
Female Sexual Slavery 

Women from 24 countries recently 
concluded a conference during which 
they formed an International Feminist 
Network against forced prostitution 
and other forms of female sexual 
slavery. 

In initiating the Network they re
cognized the practice of female sexual 

each region and country simultan
eously. 

The conference was supported by 
Dutch public funding and the contri
butions of private agencies, including 
the Office of Ministry of Women and 
Children of the World Division of the 
General Board of Global Ministries . 

slavery as a violation of human rights Bibles in Zimbabwe 
and called for refugee status for all Meet Great Demand 
women escaping from sexual enslave-
ment. Forms of female sexual slavery Soon after their country gained its 
which were considered for political independence, the educational au-
action included sex tourism, interna- thorities in Zimbabwe changed the 
tional traffic in women and children , status of religious education in the 
pimp-controlled prostitution, forced public schools from an elective to a 
and arranged marriages, and sexual required course, complete with exam-
muti lation. i nations. 

The work of the Network will be To help this African school system 
centered in each of the world regions strapped for funds the Bible Society, 
represented at the meeting: Latin working out of its offices in the capital 
America and the Caribbean; Asia and city of Harare, offered to supply 
the Pacific; The Middle East and North 80,000 Bibles to the nation's primary 
Africa ; Africa ; and Europe and North and secondary schools at a greatly 
America. Each region is committed to reduced price. 
developing the Network, with the All but 21,000 copies are already in 
intention of organizing action against use in the classrooms and the balance 
sexual slavery both at the grassroots is slated for delivery before the end of 
and nationally. the year. That works out at 20 Bibles 

During the ten days of meetings held per school , but it is only a start. Even 
at Erasmus University in Rotterdam, when the program is complete, at least 
the Netherlands, each participant re- two students will have to share each 
ported on the practices of violence Bible. 
against and exploitation of women in But Bible Society officials are hop
their country and region. There was ing soon to have the resources to 
discussion of specific instances of continue this program so that in time 
forced prostitution, traffic in women, every child will have his or her own 
torture of female prisoners, sex tour- copy. 
ism, military brothels, sexual mutila- Three-quarters of all the people of 
tion and other crimes against women . Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) are 

During the meeting three major professed Christians. Almost to a man 
areas emerged: violence and sexuali- or woman they insist on their personal 
ty; national legislation and interna- Bible these days. A New Testament 
tional agencies; and the institutionali- alone just will not do. 
zation of female sexual slavery. Stra- Before independence came in the 
tegies for combatting female sexual 1970s, the situation was different. 
slavery were developed in workshop Some freedom fighters identified the 
sessions. These included : making the Bible with colonial rule and took a 
problem visible, fighting for decrimin- negative attitude to it. But even during 
alization of prostitution, establishing this time, the Bible Society was able 
refuge shelters for victims of sexual continue its work and even increase its 
slavery, challenging traditional prac- Scripture circulation. 
tices and religious beliefs which sup- The Bible Society has set the price of 
port these practices, creating alterna- a complete Bible at three dollars, well 
tive views for the development of under what it costs to produce or what 
national economies which do not any other book of comparable size 
exploit women in the sex industry or in sells for in Zimbabwe. The goal is to 
labor, bringing to international atten- put the Bible within reach of all 
ti on specific cases of female sexual Zimbabweans, many of whom earn no 
slavery, organizing between countries more than $840 per year. The subsi
and regions to expose both ends of the di zed price is made possible with the 
traffic(procurers and buyers) , and help of Bible Society supporters 
coordinating international protests in around the world, including the U.S. 
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NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an 
exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Rates for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15). Post Office 
Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word . Send all copy (with 
check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to : NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, 
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For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/call : 
The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road, King of Prussia, PA 
19406 (215) 265-0648. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

THE GENERAL Board of Global Ministries of 

The United Methodist Church, an Equal 

Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employ

er, is committed to appointing active Chris

tians as partners-in-mission (missionaries) 

overseas and as church and community 

workers in the U.S., Puerto Rico, and the 

U.S. Virgin Islands. Fo llowing is a partial 

listing of opportunities current ly available : 

Overseas 

HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR/surgeon for 

120-bed hospital in Centra l Zaire; has SO 

dispensaries, medica l depot, nurses' training 

school and public health-nutrition out-reach 

serving more than one million persons. 

SURGEON, Canta , Liberia, for 60-bed 

hospita l w/nurses training and specia l lepro

sy programs. 

ENGLISH TEACHERS, Algeria, two posi

tions, university level. Special ization sought 

in li nguistics w/English as second language, 

literature or re lated field. Term : minimum of 

two years . 

VOCATION ED specia list, India, to train 

high school grads as fitters , machinists, 

too l-and-die makers, rural agro-mechanics. 

Term: 3 years . 

PROGRAM ASSOCIATES for China Program 

w/laison functions in U.S., Hong Kong, and 

perhaps China. Asian Americans preferred. 

PASTORAL COUPLES: 4 for Brazi l, 3 for 

Caribbean , includ ing 1 French-speaki ng 

pastor. Term: 3-6 years. 

PASTORAL COUPLE for Argentina . Term: 6 

years. 

SECONDARY TEACHERS , Z imbabw e, 

especiall y in Engl ish, math, general science, 

bio logy, chemistry, physi cs , teachers' train

ing. 

TEACHING NURSE, Kamina, Zaire, for 

3-year course for registered nurses, serving 

hospital and 16 rural health centers. 

MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES, Japan/Korea, to 

teach in Christian schools, intermediate to 

university level. Terms : 2-3 years . 

CONSULTANT on special mini stries, Korea, 

with Korean Method ist Conference on the 

development and support of special minis

tries . Work with hand icapped , urban/factory 

workers . Term: 4 years, renewable. 

EVANGELISTIC TEACHER, Sierra Leone. 

FIELD TREASURER, Zaire , to work with 3 

Annual Conferences. B.A. accounting and 

business administration preferred . 

PHYSICIAN, JEREMIE, Haiti. Area just out

side of Port-au-Prince has strong social 

program with several dimensions but no 

med ica l serv ices. 

Domestic 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY WORKERS 

are needed to promote self-development of 

people in a wide variety of communities 

ranging from the mountains of Appalach ia 

and rural Mississippi to isolated areas of the 

West and Midwest. Workers will partic ipate 

in organ ization and coord inat ion of local 

church and community efforts deal ing with 

issues as unemployment, housing, transpor

tation, illiteracy, child-care, recreation and 

health and nutrition . A Church and Commu

nity Worker is needed in each of the 

following areas : 

ARKANSAS: Three Rivers Pari sh Ministries. 

A cooperative ministry composed of nine 

churches in ru ral/town and country setting is 

characterized by lack of adequate employ

ment; lack of transportation, inadequate care 

fac il ities and programs for o lder adults, etc. 

Person will ass ist in planning, implementa

tion of parish programs, work toward estab

lishment of day care facilities, parenting 

educat ion , communication/visitation care 

system for shut-ins, transportation network 

for elderly, etc . 

APPALACHIA: Person to work through The 

United Methodist Church and ecumenical ly 

to enable the Church in the Appalachian 

Region to understand and respond better to 

hunger, justice and economic issues in order 

to meet human and soc ial needs more 

effectively. Person will work with existi ng 

projects and assist in develo pin g new 

projects in Appa lachia where unemploy

ment is over 20 percent; where one-third of 

the people l ive be low poverty level ; and 
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CLASSIFIED 
where half of the adult popu lation has less 

than a high school educat ion . 

MISSISSIPPI : Winston County United Meth

odist Ministry is a cooperative ministry 

involvi ng 15 United Methodist churches, 

designed to strengthen these churches and to 

enable them to reach out to the community. 

MISSOURI : Lakes District United Methodist 
Ministry is an ecumenical ministry supported 

by seven denominations which serves an 

eight-county area. It includes a Singles 

Ministry, Mother to Mother Ministry, Meals 

on Whee ls, and other ministries with older 

adults and hunger related ministries. Leader

ship tra ining and consciousness raising are 

also important parts of this ministry. 

OKLAHOMA: Cookson Hills Center. A 

center designed to minister to the needs of a 

predominately Native American population 

in a rural setting. Person will work with 

establ ished programs such as emergency 

assistance, clothing ministry, food bank, 

garden project, etc . 

OREGON: Beatty United Methodist Ministry 
is a ministry to a predominately Native 

American popu lation living in an economi

ca lly depressed, isolated rural area which is 

characterized by no public transportation, a 

high incidence of alcoholism, no recrea

tional facilities , a high rate of unemploy

ment, etc . The preference is for a Native 

American for this posit ion . 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

FUTURE LEADERS of The United Methodist 

Church need your support. On World 

Communion Sunday, October 2, give so that 

the Crusade Scholarship Program can give. 

For 38 years the program, administered by 

the General Board of Globa l Ministries, has 

helped ethnic minority United Methodists 

(U.S. and overseas persons) complete gradu

ate education . Crusade Scholars are in the 

forefront of every level of society from the 

episcopacy to government leadership, from 

lay leaders and educators to scientists , 

lawyers and hea lth specia lists. 

For more information about the Crusade 

Scholarship Program, write: Crusade Schol· 

arship Office, General Board of Global 

Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 1470, 

New York, N.Y. 10115. 

FUNDRAISING 

IS YOUR CONGREGATION paralyzed and 

in a financial bindl Is stewardship lagging 

just when your church wou ld l ike to start an 

ambitious bu ild ing or renovation program/ 

Or increase your church's operat ing budget 
or pay off debts I 

In 1982 a tota l of 180 United Methodis 

churches ra ised over $30 mil lion with II'! 
help ofour denomination's Office of Financi 

and Field Service. Let us help you . Tll 

service is non-profit. Our field represemi. 

tives are United Method ist stewardship 

leaders who help local congregations rai11 

the level of spiritual involvement along wrt\ 

the level of giving. 

For a personal discussion of your need1, Q11: 

(212) 870-3837. Or write: 

Office of Finance & Field Service, 

United Methodist General Board 
of Global Ministries 

475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 316 

New York, N.Y. 10115 

POSITIONS OPEN 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY, Section 
of Mission Resources , Mission Ed uc1· 

t ion/Cu ltivation Program Dept., Genera 

Board of Globa l M inistries. Directs stafl ci 
magazine editors, audio-visual personnel, 

other communicators to interpret work oldie 
Board . Administrative experience, commu

nications know-how essential. Equal oppor· 

tunity employer. Starting date, Sept. 1. 

Application due by August 1. 

Send appl ication to : Betty Thompson, Asif>. 
ciate General Secretary, M ission Educa· 

t i on/Cult ivation Program Dept., General 

Board of Global Ministries, Rm . 1339, New 
York, NY 10115. 

PROGRAM SECRET ARY, Short-Term Volun

teers in Mission. Contact: Personnel Direc· 

tor, General Board of Global Ministries, 

Room 1476, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 

NY. Dead li ne for appl ications : August 1, 

1983. 

FIELD SECRETARY, Short-Term Volunteen 

in Mission, Mission . Contact: Personne1 

Director, General Board of Global Mini~ 

tries, Rm . 1476, 475 Riverside Drive, Nell 
York, N.Y. 10115 Dead li ne for applications 

Aug. 1. 

REAL ESTA TE/RENTALS 

HOUSE, POCONO MTS., 3 BR, fully fum 

wrap-around patio, lakeview, 1 Y:i hrs NVC 

15 mins. Camel Back Mts. ski resort, S mil'6 

to shops. Month ly, weekly, week-end + 

long term. Contact: G. Patterson, (212 \ 
559-5825 . Weekdays after 6 pm (212 
865-492 7 

MISCELLANEOUS 

POCKET ALUMINUM CROSSES: "God 
Loves You" or " Jesus Christ is Lord,'' 100, 

$20. Poems, " Cross in My Pocket,'' 2e;~us 
postage. Crosses-29, 1313 Fa lls Chu]rch 

Ra leigh, N.C. 27609. 
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Creative 
• • m1ss1on 

planning 
begins with 
this new 
catalog 
of mission 
resources 

The Spectrum of Materials includes: 

MAGAZINES 
AUDIOVISUALS 
VIDEO 

POSTERS 
BROCHURES 
MAPS , KITS 

BOOKS 
LEAFLETS 
PACKETS 
PAMPHLETS MATERIALES EN ESPANOL 

Order the 1983-84 Serv ice Center Catalog . 
Available Now, Free for Postage and Handl ing 

Service Center 
General Board of Global Ministries 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati , Oh io 45237 

HOW TO FIGURE POSTAGE AND HANDLING ... ADD TO ORDER : 
Sale Items. total order · Free Items. total order : 
$3.00 or less. add 75¢ Under 50 copies. add 75¢ 
S3.01 - $10. add 15% of total 50· 100copies. add 51.00 
s10.01 · S25, add 10% of tota l 101-900. add S1.00 PLUS 40¢ per 100 
Over S25. add 5% of total Over 900. add S3.00 PLUS 20¢ per 100 

If billing is requested , S 1.50 billing fee is added . 



"While I'm at Work, My Savings 
Are Helping to Build Churches" 

Good stewardship is more than giving to worthy 
causes. It's also knowing how your savings are 
being used. 

Good stewardship of God's gifts involves total 
money management. And there's a way United 
Methodists can use their savings to help create 
Christian communities. 

That way is The United Methodist Develop
ment Fund. More than 2,500 individuals like 
Martha Pinckney, Secretary, are certificate 
holders in UMDF. A certificate can be purchased 
for only $100. One individual has $1 million in 
savings in UMDF. 

UMDF people know their money is safe. Since 
February 1981, their rate of return has been 9 
percent. That's better than most bank savings 
plans. Their funds can be withdrawn whenever 
needed, or additional savings can be deposited 
regularly. 

But best of all, UMDF people know their money 
is being used to help build new churches, renovate 
existing ones and create new Christian communi
ties. 

Write today to find out how you can join The 
United Methodist Development Fund. 

Yes, I would like additional information. 

UNITED METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Ms. Nova Langston 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
Room 303-ID, 475 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

NAME----------------------
ADDRESS'--------------------
CITY ---------- TATE ____ ZIP ___ _ 

The offering is made by Pro pectu only, limited to state where the fund is exempt 
or registered . Call or write for a free prospectus and further information. (Phone 
212-870-3856.) 


