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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

March, 1982 

Poland. An international four-member church team representing the World 
Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, and the Conferen:eof European Churches, was told by Polish leader 
General Jaruzelski that martial law restrictions might be lifted before March 
"under the condition that nothing extraordinary wi 11 happen as a result of 
internal or external factors. 11 As for the now suspended independent trade 
union Solidarity, the team said "The spontaneity of the growth ... the genuine
ness of the concerns ... the legitimacy of its protest and the very wide mass 
base it had -- all are generally recognized ... It is obvious that in the re
building of the Polish society it has to take a prominent place, but not 
necessarily in the way it functioned in the later period. 11 (More on Poland, 
see p. 46). 

China . Latest official church delegation to visit China was one from the 
British Council of Churches. Like previous delegations it was impressed with 
the crowded church services and the number of church buildings already re
opened. A recent Norwegian church visitor called the China Christian revival 
11 astonishing 11 but also noted some apparent difference of opinion between 
leaders of officially-sanctioned Chri stian groups and unofficial "house 
churches " ... According to Minneapolis newsman Willmar Thorkelson, one of the 
differences between these two groups is over the smuggling of Bibles in China. 
The "house Church" Christians apparently want Bibles any way they can be 
delivered, but the government-recognized Three-Self Movement of Chinese 
Protestant Churches, of which Bishop K.H. Ting is a prominent leader , says 
that smuggling discredits the Chinese church in the eyes of Chinese. 

Military Askings. An inter-religious Forum on National Security and Defense, 
meeting in Washington February 9-10, heard both praise and criticism of the 
Administration's proposed defense budget of $257 billion for 1983 . Air Force 
Maj. Gen. Richard Boverie said the Soviets have undertaken in recent years 
the largest military buildup in the modern age, and "we're trying to restore 
a balance of forces to stop a war from starting in the first place. 11 But 
Rep. Ron V. Dellums, 0-Calif . , said that the Administration "perceives the 
world---aS" filled with military problems that demand a military solution .. . We 
are building this incredible monument to military madness on the bac,ks of 
the least of us. 11 And speaking of monuments, it was pointed out that if the 
defense budget were made up of $100 bills, roughly 257 stacks of the bi lls 
could be made, each the height of the Washington Monument . 



Personalia . The Rev . Julius S. Scott, Jr., president of Paine College in 
Augusta, Ga . , has been named to head the UM Division of Higher Education in 
Nashville, Tennessee. He rer,laces the Rev. James S. Barrett, who is now presi
dent of Greensboro College. in Greensboro, N.C ... -:-Diane Knippers, an associate 
executive secretary of Good News, an evangelical caucus within the UMC, will 
become director of Organization and Membership for the newly-formed Institute 
on Religion and Democracy in Washington, D.C .... Barbara Chase, former UM mis
sionary in Malaysia who has been with the GBGM World Division staff for ten 
years, has resigned and will move this summer to the southwest. For the l~st 
six years she has been assistant general secretary for Asia and the Pacific ... 
the Rev. James Lyles, executive secretary in the Education and Cultivation 
division for liaison with the National DivisiQn, has resigned to become 
associate director for the Council on Ministries, Pacific and Southwest 
Conference . . .. Dr . James McCord has announced his retirement as president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary effective August, 1983. He has held numerous 
ecumenical positions, including president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches . 

Deaths. Alice Leonard, a retired deaconess with 33 years of service, died in 
Ocean Grove, New Jersey, January 18, 1982. Her last place of service was the 
Methodist Church Home in New York City . . . . Buth Robb, a retired deaconess with 
28 years of service, who served the agency now known as the Inter-Mountain 
Deaconess Home for Children in Helena , Montana, died January 16, 1982, in 
Cushing, Oklahoma. 

Giving. Last year United Methodists gave $2,758,699 to the offering of One 
Great Hour of Sharing, an increase of 13 . 5 percent over 1980. This year OGHS 
is on March 21. 

The Bible. According to the American Bible Society, Scripture distribution 
throughout the US by the ABS increased almost 30 percent in 1981. The 166-
year old Bible production and distribution organization either sold or gave 
away 98,190,991 pieces of Scripture last year, a 29.2 percent increase over 
1980. Included in the total were scriptures produced on records and tapes and 
Braille volumes. The GBGM is a supporter of the work of the ABS .. . . If the 
Rev. §.. Daniel Little is correct, the increased Scripture distribution of ABS 
is not reaching prospective Presbyterian seminarians. According to the 
executive director of the United Presbyterian Church's General Assembly 
Mission Council, Presbyterian seminaries 11 are finding that they have to assume 
no knowledge of the Bible at all" among graduate students. This includes in
creasing numbers of women, who are often unusually talented and with "distinctive 
gifts" but who are "not tradition-grounded and need traditioning. 11 

••• According 
to the Presbyterian Outlook, sales of the $84.95 five-volume Interpreter's 
Dictionary of the Bible are increasing all the time, and the 12-volume Interpre
ter's Bible, is selling more now than when it first came out. Both are pub
lished by Abingdon Press. 
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Latin American Team. On March 14 thirteen church leaders from nine Latin 
American and Caribbean countries will arrive in the U.S. for 18 days of itinera
tion in the five jurisdictions of United Methodism . They are sponsored by the 
Council of Bishops. The purpose of tbe visit is for them to share their views 
on developments in South America, Central America and the Caribbean. They will 
be joined by six Latin American Chri stians living in the U.S. The 13 from 
Latin America, representing the Conference of Evangelical Methodist Churches in 
Latin America (CIEMAL) are Bishop Paulo Ayres Mattos of Brazil; Bishop Ulises 
Hernandez and Bishop Joel Mora, and theologian Raul Vidales, all of Mexico; 
Selena Tapper and Barbara GlOUdon of Jamaica; Margarita Grassi of Uruguay; 
the Rev . Yolanda Flores of Costa Rica; the Rev. Eugenio Poma and the Rev. 
Anibal Guzman of Bolivia; the Rev. Jose Luis Casals of Cuba; Bishop Secundio 
Morales· of Panama~ and Maria de CarmenSocorro Barreto, a Roman Catholic 
economist from Nicaragua. The-six Latin Americans now living in the U.S. who 
will join the team are the Rev. Carlos Smith (Panama), the Rev. Mortimer Arias 
(Bolivia), the Rev. Oscar Bolioli (Uruguay), the Rev. Ulises Torres and the 
Rev . Samuel Arayna (both formerly of Chile). Among topics to be discussed are 
the problems of direct or indirect intervention in Latin America by powerful 
nations, international pressures which promote internal struggles, the forma
tion of military governments which repress the general populace, and the 
mission of the church within the present reality of Latin Americ3 . 

Mission Interpretation_. A number of former UM missionaries and board staff or 
directors are among a group of volunteers trained in January in New York to 
assist districts and conferences in mission interpretation. They are Mrs. 
Jane Arterburn, Park City, Kentucky; Hans Aurbakken, of Dallas, Texas; Mrs. 
Jean Gard, Bella Vista, Arkansas; Mr. and Mrs. Michael Heath, Buhl, Idaho; the 
Rev. IlOnel Muthiah, Huron, S.D.; Mrs. Connie McCamley , Omaha, Nebraska; Mrs. 
Betty Neel, Elkhart, Indiana; Mrs. Jessie Pratt, Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. and Mrs. 
John Schaefer, Sarasota , Fla.; Mrs . Verlie Ann Skillman, Croton-on-Hudson , 
New York, and Mrs. Marie Stuart, Yuba City,--ci. Each will be related to six 
to nine conferences . 

Ecumenism. The annual National Christian Workshop on Christian Unity, held 
this year in Grand Rapids, Michigan, April 19-22, will bring together about 
400 Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox Christians to hear such speakers as 
Philip Potter, a Methodist who heads the World Council of Churches, Elizabeth 
Bettenhausen, of Boston University School of Theology, Howard Hageman, of the 
Reformed Church in America, and Avery Post, of the United Church of Christ. 

Nestle. Four top officials of the Nestle Corporation have given the United 
Methodist Formula Task Force renewed assurances that the company intends to 
comply with the World Health Organization (WHO) marketing code and to market 
its formula "in a responsible way in all situations." Dr. Philip Wagaman, a 
leading UM ethicist who teaches at Wesley Theological Seminary, chairs the 
task force and expressed appreciation for 350 pages of requested material 
from the giant corporation. The task force also endorsed a petition filed by 
a public interest law firm with four federal agencies seeking to alleviate 
alleged infant formula abuse in the US. A major progress report will be given 
by the task force to the GCOM on July l. Dr. Wagaman called the Nestle meeting 
a "remarkable opportunity for dialogue .. . that is the essence of our purpose." 
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On fo rmula codes , Nestle officials said the company now includes, as provided 
by t he WHO code , a statement that breastfeeding is best and will discontinue 
publ ishing pi ctu res of mothers and babies . Task force members said they had 
seen the new Ne stl e labels and believe Nestle is in the process of changing 
l abels to use onl y the new ones. 

Eucharistic Understanding . Roman Catholic and United Methodist dialogue par-
ticipants say that they "have found remarkable unity and agreement on the 
structure of t he eucharistic celebration and on the central eucharistic prayer." 
At the same time, they acknowledged that "the popular piety of the two churches 
views the presence of Christ f rom different perspectives. Most Roman Catholics 
emphasize the presence of Christ in the eucharistic elements . Most United 
Methodists emphasize the presence of Christ in the proclaimed word enlivened 
by the Holy Spirit. 11 Yet, the report says, "there is clear convergence between 
Roman Catholics and United Methodists in understanding how grace, God's free 
offer of salvation in preaching and the Eucharist, both activates and elicits 
a faith response. " The Consultation was co-chaired by R.C. Bishop James W. 
Malone and UM Bishop James~· Mathews. 

El Sa l vador. Over 350 religious leaders have issued an open letter to the 
Congress of the United States in response to President Reagan's recent certi
ficat i on that the government of El Salvador has met conditions for further U.S. 
mi l itary assistance. The letter declares that there is overwhelming evidence 
of continuing gross violations of in t ernationally recognized human rights 
violations in the Central American nation and that therefore no valid certi
fication is possible. Signers include the president of the National Council 
of Churches , heads of the United Church of Christ, United Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., Presbyterian Church, U.S . , American Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Reformed Church in America, Unitarian Universalist Association, Central Con
ference of American Rabbis, Lutheran World Ministries, 12 United Methodist 
bishops, 5 Roman Catholic bishops, 5 Episcopal bishops, and leaders of major 
rel i gi ous orders and seminaries. UM signers include Bishops Edsel Ammons, 
A. James Armstrong, James!'.!· Ault, George Bashore, Wilbur Choy, Emerson Colaw, 
Jesse R. DeWitt, F. Herbert Skeete, Melvin G. Talbert, James Thomas, Jack Tuell 
and Frederick Wertz; GCOM General Secretary-Norman E. Dewire; GBGM General 
Secretary Randolph Nugent ; and Women's Division AssTstant General Secretary 
Peggy Bi llings. 

Te l ev i s ion. The "Spotlight on Mission" televi si on program on March 14 will be 
a di scussion between three representatives of the newly-formed Institute for 
Re li gion and Democ racy (IRD) and three people from the General Board of Global 
Mi nistries . The program is on cable television stations which subscribe to the 
Sate ll ite Program Network (SPN); a cassette will be available soon from con
fe rence offices at a modest rental fee. Representing IRD are Ira Galloway,~ 
Robb and David Jes sup . For the GBGM there are Ruth Daughe!:.!Y, Bishop James Ault, 
and James Lawson . The half-hour discussion was unedited. Topics discussed 
included defin iti ons of Christian mission, religious liberty issues, Cuba, and 
study materia l s produced by the Board. Host for the program is United Methodist 
layman Harry Jo hns on . 
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·~EDITORIALSCIJ 
THE REAGAN BUDGET ~oney f?r eve~ything the military wants 

1s to avoid having any coherent defense 
A funny thing has happened to the 

Reagan Administration in drawing up its 
new budget. It has fallen victim to its 
own ideology and inflicted the worst 
blow to its own credibility. 

The classic defense for laissez-faire 
capitalism has been that it works. Even 
staunch defenders of capitalism may 
admit that other systems such as social
ism present a more idealistic and 
appealing view of human nature and 
society; they would only claim that their 
view is true. The harshness of this pure 
view is what has led liberal capitalists 
over the years to ameliorate the worst 
social byproducts of unrestrained com
petition and to create many of the social 
programs now being cut or abandoned . 
These humanitarian efforts did not suit 
theoreticians either of the left, who saw 
them as cosmetic, or of the right, who 
saw them as drags on the system, but 
they did win the support of the vast 
majority of the American people, partic
ularly those who suffered through the 
great depression. 

Despite government claims, it has 
never been proved that the electorate in 
voting for Ronald Reagan endorsed the 
dismantling of the great social programs 
set up in this nation over the last 50 years 
or that it is indifferent to the plight of the 
poor and other disadvantaged groups. 
So far, it has been willing to give the 
administration the benefit of the doubt 
with the hope that the remedies pro
posed would ultimately benefit all the 
people in the nation . 

It is now an open question how much 
longer that trust will be extended . It is 
increasingly clear that the president's 
dogmatic insistence on increased de
fense spending together with tax cuts for 
businesses and the more affluent are 
simultaneously treating the poor harshly 
and inequitably and causing huge bud
get deficits which have alarmed the 
financial community both here and 
overseas. 

Even if one shares the philosophical 
beliefs of this administration, it is 
difficult to explain some of the things in 
this proposed budget. By the way 
certain supplemental benefits are fig
ured it will actually pay the working 
poor to quit their jobs and go on welfare 
in certain cases. Many military analysts 
believe that simply to spend more 

policy at all . The li st goes on and on. 
In defending itself, the administration 

adopts some novel defenses. (Big defi
cits don't really matter .) What is perhaps 
most alarming is their refusal to listen to 
any arguments which do not agree with 
their presuppositions. 

It is agreed by al I independent observ
ers, for example, that churches and 
private philanthropy cannot entirely 
take over the government's role in 
providing for the poor. (We would add, 
nor should they, but in any case they 
cannot.) To keep proclaiming that 
something will happen that everyone 
knows cannot happen calls into ques
tion either the wisdom or the motives of 
the proclaimer. 

If the administration persists in this 
way, they are courting disaster. Al
ready, there is a growing suspicion that 
this administration is actively engaged 
in favoring the rich at the expense of the 
poor and the military at the expense of 
us all. Not only is this morally repugnant 
to us as Christians but it is a foolproof 
recipe for unraveling the social compact 
of the nation and promoting strife 
between rich and poor. 

How ironic it will be if a conservative 
government br ings into being the class 
warfare that Marxists have long predict
ed in the name of an economic theory in 
which businessmen and financers 
clearly do not believe. How ironic, and 
how tragic. 

THE RIGHT TO KNOW 

March 16 is Freedom oHnformation 
Day, a day which underlines our basic 
right to know. We tend to take this right 
for granted at home, but on the interna
tional scene there are many places 
where it hardly exists, and with fierce 
consequences. 

Whenever a government declares 
martial law, as was evident in Poland 
recently, the first right to be curtailed is 
the right to know, even if that right has 
barely existed before. 

Last year a cholera epidemic broke 
out in a province in Zaire but it was 
months before precise information 
could be gained about it, largely be
cause of the reluctance of the Mobutu 
government to let the world know. 
Before that, a terrible famine in the 

Sahel in western Africa might have been 
less vic ious if relief agencies had 
learned sooner of the plight of the 
people . But governments don 't like the 
world to know they can 't feed their 
people. 

It is important to note Freedom of 
Information Day because of the current 
debate of proposals of the Un ited 
Nations Educational , Scientific and Cul
tural Organization (UNESCO) for a new 
world information order . If some of 
these proposals are adopted there 
would likely be less information about 
the plight of the world 's poor and 
oppressed . 

In recent months UNESCO has shift
ed its approach on the press in the third 
world to emphasizing concrete projects 
to improve communications equipment 
and train journalists . This is good. But 
many western editors, ourselves in
cluded , remain suspicious that the 
long-term effect wou Id be to I icense 
journalists and censor news. This is bad. 

To be sure, third world nations have 
some legitimate gripes about western 
media. We concentrate too much on 
coups and corruption and we don't tell 
enough of the good news about well 
drilling programs. Third world nations 
must learn about other third world 
nations through western controlled 
agencies. 

Fair enough . More should be done to 
encourage third world news services-
and much of this has been pioneered by 
the churches. But these legitimate griev
ances are currently being used to gain 
credibil ity for a bad idea : the licensing 
and control of journalists by govern
ments. 

The most recent convert to control-
1 i ng the press is South Africa . An official 
government commission has proposed 
a law making it illegal to hire an 
unlicensed journalist or publish reports 
from any such journal ist. They fear the 
impact on the local population . Unreg
ulated reporting would have " a much 
greater impact upon the often unso
phisticated, half-literate mind" of the 
country's third-world population . This 
is the sort of reasoning that marred the 
original UNESCO proposals . 

Freedom of Information Day, on the 
birthday of James Madison, the princi
pal author of the Bill of Rights, is a 
reminder that our First Amendment 
freedoms are among the most preci ous 
we have. As many people around the 
world can sadl y testify, there are few 
th ings with more dire fa r- reaching 
consequences than being denied the 
right to know. 



CHURCH PEACE ACTION 
IN GERffiANY 

One day we received in our mailbox 
here in Heidelberg, Germany, 

where we now live, a program of 
Peace Week activities of the Protestant 
churches in the Heidelberg area. 
Virtually every church in the area was 
devoting at least one week in the 
pre-Advent season to the discussion of 
peace. As we looked at the program 
we noted that 69 events of the widest 
variety were scheduled : worship ser
vices, films, lectures, song sessions, 
prayer meetings, Bible studies, silent 
vigils, seminars and panel discussions. 
Among the themes being studied 
were: the Biblical understand ing of 
peace, analyses of the current arms 
race, peace education for children , 
and the Christian peace movements. 
Later we learned that approximately 
3,000 churches in West Germany 
observed such peace weeks with 
similar programs, and that peace 
observances were held in East German 
churches as well . 

We attended some of the meetings 
in a local church and we were 
impressed by the intensity of concern 
expressed by the people who were 
present. A woman expressed her 
strong fears about the new atomic 
weapons scheduled to be placed in 
West Germany in the future. A youth 
spoke of his dissatisfaction with the 
church ' s seemi ngl y comprom ising 
stand . A man bemoaned the helpless
ness that Germans feel as they are 
caught between the big powers and 
are used by them . 

Poul Bock 

What is the cause of this widespread 
current interest in the peace issue in 
Germany? There was a similarly in
tense interest in it back in the 1950s; 
then the issues were Germany's invol
vement in NATO and the Christian 
attitude toward nuclear weapons . But 
in the 1960s and 1970s other issues 
gained greater prominence, and the 
armaments question fell into the 
background. This was par.tly due to the 
pol icy of detente which offered some 
hope of cooperation between East and 
West and partly to the widespread 
acceptance of the view that a balance 
of terror could prevent war. 

Several things , however, occurred 
in the late '70s and early '80s which 
caused new fears and anxieties . The 
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan . 
Detente received a setback and the 
cold war returned . SALT II was not 
approved by the U .S. Senate. Techno
logical advances brought new and 
more precise nuclear weapons, in
creasing the possibility of a so-called 
limited nuclear war. But the event that 
stirred anxiety among Europeans more 
than anything else was the NATO 
" double decision" of 1979 in which it 
was agreed that (1) by 1983 American 
medium-range mi ss iles would be 
erected in western Europe to counter
act the Soviet medium-range missiles 
aimed at western Europe, and (2) that 
new arms limitations negotiations be
tween East and West would be initiat
ed. The closer one gets to 1983 the 
more anxiety there is . Many people 
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feel that placing missiles in densely 
populated western Europe invites di
saster for it encourages attack and 
sabotage. Many Europeans also have 
felt that the U.S. did not hold to its end 
of the agreement regarding negotia
tions, for example, by not approving 
SALT II , and they wondered why they 
should carry out their part regarding 
the missiles. 

"Live Without Armaments" 

The anxiety that arose throughout 
the population was felt also in the 
churches. And as peace groups 
emerged in society, Christian peace 
groups appeared as well. Some Chris
tians took an essentially pacifist ap
proach as the ir slogans, " Live Without 
Armaments," and "Work for Peace 
Without Weapons," suggest. They 
opposed the NA TO decision from the 
start, viewing it as just one more step in 
the never-ending arms race . It was 
ti me, they felt, to take risks to prevent 
further steps . In reaction to pacifist 
groups, a security-minded group 
arose, rallying around the slogan, 
'Securing the Peace." It advocated a 
balance of power and backed the 
NATO decision. Between these two 
groups is a third one, supported by a 
number of Ca tho I ics and Protestants, 
that uses the theme, " Steps toward 
Peace," and calls for a step-by-step 
approach to multilateral disarmament. 

There were two occasions where the 
impact of the more pacifist groups was 
particularly noticeable. One was the 





European protests against nuclear 
arms are increasingly echoed in 

the U.S., as at this protest 
last year at the World Trade 

Center in New York. 

Kirchentag, a biennial Protestant as
sembly, which took place in June, 
1981 in Hamburg. There were 120,-
000 people in attendance of whom 
some 80,000 were youth . Although 
there were many themes on the 
program, the one which gained most 
attention was the armaments issue. 
High government officials were pres
ent and sought to explain and justify 
government practice, but their audi
ences, particularly the youthfu I ele
ment, did not believe them . Later 
many of the youth joined with other 
groups in a peace march through 
Hamburg. In October a much larger 
peace march took place in Bonn . 
Some 250,000 people from both 
secular and religious peace groups 
participated in it. The principal organ
izing group was a Protestant associa
tion known as Operation Signs of 
Atonement which uses the slogan 
"Work for Peace without Weapons." 
The march was carefully prepared and 
was non-violent. 

" ... Beginning in Holland" 

Marching with the Germans were 
people from several other countries, 
notably Holland, where the anti-nu
clear arms movement, again with a 
strong church involvement, is much 
more acti ve and influential than in 
Germany. The slogan of the Inter
Church Council there is " get rid of 
nuclear weapons in the world, begin
ning in Holland. " A visitor to Heidel 
berg, Germany from Holland told an 
audience that the government will 
have great difficulty setting up new 
nuclear weapons in Holland because 
of the impact of the peace movement. 
Dutch thinking is spreading in Ger
many, and those who do not like it call 
it "the Dutch sickness." 

One of the interesting aspects of the 
peace movement is the great attention 
it gives to the Sermon on the Mount. 
On the placards in the marches one 
often sees the words, " Blessed are the 
Peacemakers," and " Love your Ene
mies." Peace movement leaders often 
point out that loving one's enemy 
means understanding him and his 
fears. One should not act in a way that 
makes him more fearful, thus provok-

ing him into reckless assault. People 
critical of this interpretation point out 
that the Sermon on the Mount gives no 
political strategies and that the peace 
movements are misusing Jesus' words . 

Some Polarization in the Churches 

While the peace movemer1t is sti
mulating a number of church people, 
especially youth , to engage in social 
action , it is also causing some conflict 
or polarization within the churches. 
Sometimes the Pacifi st groups mani
fest intolerance toward Christians w ho 
do not oppose the station ing of me
dium-range missiles on the European 
continent. On the other hand , there 
are Christians who view the peace 
movements as tools of Communism , 
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and argue that the western powers 
would lose the bargaining chips in 
their negotiations with the Soviets if 
they appear weak. 

The church has sought to promote 
tolerance among Christians with dif
fering views about approaches to 
peace. Back in the '60s it coined the 
slogan " Work for Peace with or 
without Weapons ." Th is suggested 
thata Christian should follow his or her 
conscience . Some people can work for 
peace by joining the army, others by 
becoming conscientious objectors . (At 
present about twenty percent of Ger
man youth are conscientious objec
tors .) 

In a social pronouncement issued in 
November, 1981 , the Evangelical 
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Church in Germany appealed to Chris
tians to respect people with views on 
armaments different from their ow n. 
This is not easy to do when dealing 
with an issue that has to do with the 
survival of humanity . 

The peace issue has also been on the 
agenda of Evangelical Academies. 
These lay training centers emerged in 
post-war Germany as places where 
people would meet together to learn 
the implications of Christianity for 
their vocations and for their citizen
ship. 

My wife and I attended a weekend 
meeting in the academy at Bad Her
renalb in southwest Germany. A law 
professor traced the different mean
ings of the word peace in western 
history . A New Testament scholar 
gave an exegesis of the Sermon on the 
Mount, focusing mainly on the beati
tude, " Blessed are the Peacemakers." 
Another law scholar traced church
state relations in Germany si nee World 
War I and drew some implications 
from this for church action on public 
issues. A church leader summarized 
the thinking of the church on atomic 
weapons since World War II . It was a 
rich diet, the general effect of which 
was to discourage people from taking 
dogmatic positions at either extreme 
and to encourage them to study the 
issue in depth . 

As one thinks about the German 
church experience, one may ask, 
" How does this correlate with the 
American church experience on thi s 
issue? How might it be helpful to us?" 

It seems apparent that we are more 
inclined to become interested in an 
issue when it gets close to us. Just as 
some Americans started to think about 
armaments when they learned that MX 
missi Jes wou Id be placed in their state, 
so many Germans became concerned 
when they realized that some me
dium-range missiles would be placed 
in their neighborhood . Actually, we 
need to realize that the armaments 
issue affects us all , but sometimes we 
don't until it touches us at close range . 

It is possible for the church to relate 
to an issue of current interest and to use 
the occasion for deeper studies in the 
Christian faith . Seldom has the Sermon 
on the Mount been studied more than 
during Peace Weeks in Germany. 
Rarely has the problem of war and 
peace been so throughly discussed 
from the perspective of Christian 
ethics . 

A problem can arise when people 
become involved in a burning issue. 
There can be conflict and polarization 

as we found in the U.S. during the civil 
rights movement or the Vietnam War . 
At such a time the Christian communi
ty must do both: encourage peop le to 
foll ow their consc iences, and at the 
same ti me help them to respect other 
po ints of v iew. 

The situation in Germany proves 
that socia l action by aroused people 
can have some effect. There is some 
evidence that the pressure of the peace 
movement on the govern ment in
directl y led to the current arms nego
tiations in Geneva. 

Chri stians of one nation can lea rn 
something from Christ ians in other 
nations. It is important fo r American 
Christians to know how Europeans fee l 
about certain actions of our govern
ment; it may then affect our efforts to 
influence our government' s poli ci es. 
What America does or does not do has 
an enormou s effect on the rest of the 
world . 

Because there is so much at stake
the survival of manki nd-the issue of 
peace deserves the most serious atten
tion . We need to know w hat ou r 
Christ ian fai th has to say about peace; 
we need to become we! I informed 
about the facts involved; we need to 
exert infl uence on ou r government, 
taking stands w hi le respecting people 
of other v iews; we need to learn from 
fe llow Christian s in other lands as they 
grapple w ith simi lar issues from thei r 
perspecti ve. 

The noted Berl in theologian, Hel
mut Gollw itzer, stated the urgency of 
the problem of peace in a nutshell : 
" Either we put an end to the arms race, 
or the arms race wi ll put an end to 
us." • 

Dr. Paul Bock is Professor of Re ligion at 
Heidelberg College, Tiffi n, Ohio . At pres
ent he and his w ife are serving as 
co-di rectors of the Junio r Year at Heidel
berg, Germany. 

American demonstrators 
(above) in front of New 
York's St. Patrick's 
Cathedral carry signs in 
several European 
languages. (left) Some of 
the protests in Europe, 
such as this one in 
Amsterdam with a 
caricature of the Statue of 
Liberty wearing a death 
mask, have aimed their ire 
at the United States. 



Faith and Obedience for Missional Congregations 
Rene Bideaux 
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''There is now an unequaled 
opportunity for church extension.'' 

The national mission picture facing 
the United Methodist Church today 

calls for a renewed emphasis on 
congregational development. There 
are rapidly growing population cen
ters, especially in the " sun belt. " The 
numbers of Third World refugees and 
immigrants are growing constantly. 
Unchurched ethnic-minority com
munities are also growing rapidly. 
Many United Methodist Black and 
Native American congregations have 
inadequate facilities and leadership. 
At the same time there are thousands of 
smaller congregations closed in on 
themselves yet located in the midst of 
unchurched and underchurched con
stituencies. 

All of this presents an unequaled 
opportunity for church extension and 
development. The missional chal
lenge facing United Methodism has 
never been greater. Many annual 
conferences are even now planning for 
renewed emphases on evangelism. · 

The National Division's role in the 
United Methodist Church is to help 
create "missional congregations", 
whether as new or renewed local 
churches. The Book of Discipline puts 
it this way: " .. . the National Division 
exists to proclaim and witness to the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ through 
mission in the United States, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. The 
National Division is committed to an 
expression of faith which understands 
that God, through Jesus Christ, is 
active in all of life and works in church 
and secular society for dignity and 
justice among persons and communi
ties" (Para . 1528). 

The National Division must be 
about the task of developing strong 
local congregations as centers of 
Christian mission . The Discip line says 
clearly " the development and 
strengthening of congregations as cen
ters of Christian mission and the 
creation of ministries of compassion to 
persons and groups who suffer in body 
and spirit and to affect social patterns 
which continue such suffering" are the 
Division's tasks. 

Primary responsibility for develop
ing and strengthening these much
needed centers of Christian mission 
lies with the program unit on Congre
gational Development. ew church 
development and redevelopment of 

existing congregations represent the 
keys to responding to the missional 
challenge facing United Methodism 
today. This is more than just adding 
congregations and numbers of mem
bers, as basic and important as that is. 
The thrust of the National Division is 
the establishment and extension of 
" missional congregations" in the Unit
ed Methodist Church . Local congre
gational units of mission are the 
primary implementers of the Divi
sion 's national strategy . 

What is a Missional Church? 

A "miss ional church " is a congre
gation of those persons whom Peter 
Wagner has identified as " born again 
into the kingdom of God .. . " Missional 
congregations are composed of mem
bers who in faithfulness to their 
citizenship in the Kingdom of God 
reach out to heal the individual and 
social hurts of this age. They reach out 
to the poor and oppressed and they 
invite others into the Kingdom of God . 
The increase of mission a l local 
churches which can be identified by 
the world as faithful to Christ is the goal 

of the National Division . 
The establishment of m issional 

congregations requires very clear em
phases. A basic expectation for the 
development of missional congrega
tions is that every local church will be 
in mission where it is. This may mean 
growth in membership, for approxi
mately half of any given population is 
functionally unchurched. It may mean 
breaking through the closed circle of 
the familiar fellowship to embrace the 
poor and oppressed at the church's 
doorstep. It may mean taking public 
stands and becoming involved with 
issues and conditions of the op
pressed. This is risky and exposes the 
local church to criticism. 

Another missional church strategy 
emphasizes communities of Black, 
Hispanic, Native and Asian Ameri
cans. Too often among these Ameri
cans few effective congregations exist. 
Many new centers of ethnic and 
language populations are forming. 
This strategy means planning with 
ethnic minority United Methodist 
congregations, especially where lead
ership is lacking and where church 

Opposite page, a new church building goes up with a hexagonal-shaped dome. Above, a 
Polynesian UM congregation in Utah. The church must strengthen ethnic minority 
congregations, says the author. 
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''Mission al 
congregations 

means proclaiming 
the liberating 

word of 
Jesus Christ.'' 

Churches must reach out to the 
poor and the aging. (Bottom) A 

Hispanic church in Florida. 
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facilities are inadequate or nonexis
tent. The formation of missional con
gregations in our time wi ll mean 
proclaiming and demonstrating the 
saving and liberating word of Jesus 
Christ within ethnic minority com
munities. 

The Reverend Eli Rivera , a leader in 
the Hispanic American community, 
has recently been named to head the 
National Divi sion program unit on 
Congregational Development. He 
brings important expertise to this focus 
on the development of ethnic and 
language congregations . 

Becoming a missional local church 
represents a particular challenge for 
most small membership churches. 
They tend to resist change and fear 
their own death. No congregation, 
large or small, will become missional 
unti I it accepts death and rebirth for the 
sake of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Fortunately, there are many large and 
small congregations which demon
strate that they can reach out beyond 
themselves so that the world both 
hears and sees Christ. 

The development of missional con
gregations among United Methodists 
means proclaiming the Good News to 
the unchurched, especially among 
ethnic minority communities, and 
acting out the love of God through 
ministries of compassion. It means 
challenging those social patterns 
which enslave and destroy any of 
God's children anywhere . 

How does the Division Help? 

The services of the National Divi
sion are varied and must be adjusted in 
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each situation . It is the annual confer
ences which actuall y begin new 
churches . The National Division pro
vides resources to the conferences . 
Leaders of local churches and annual 
conferences can be confident of the 
National Division's commitment as 
they seek to increase the number and 
ministry of missional congregations. 

The National Division can consult 
with annual conferences and district 
leadership in planning comprehensive 
policies and strategies for both new 
church development and church rede
velopment. The Division can help 
gather data and do research to help 
make evaluations and develop poli
cies. 

The Division can also conduct 
workshops in starting new congrega
tions, in parish development, in the 
problems of churches in transition , 
and in ethnic and language ministries. 
Models and resources for missional 
local churches can be shared. The 
Division also provides seed money for 
annual conferences making compre
hensive commitments to new church 
development and the renewal of ex
isting congregations . 

There are also small grants to assist 
ethnic minority, small membership, or 
low income congregations to improve 
existing facilities for worship and 
mission . The Division provides archi
tectural and construction services as 
well as professional directors who 
conduct financial campaigns for rais
ing capital funds. 

But we repeat that the primary 
initiative for all of this lies with the 
annual conferences. 

In Paul 's closing blessing for the 
church at Rome (Romans 16:26) there 
is a reminder of the all-consuming 
hope that "a ll nations might believe 
and obey Him." This is the hope of the 
National Division: believing and obe
dient congregations. 

What does the world see when it 
looks at your local church? Does the 
world see Jesus? Does the world see 
those who have accepted him as Lord 
and Savior? Does the world see a 
congregation living out together its 
mandate of hope for the poor and 
oppressed, for the aged and impri
soned ... ? Does the world see both faith 
and obedience? If it does, then the 
world sees a missional congrega
tion. • 

Rene Bideaux is the new associate 
general secretary of GBGM's National 
Division . 
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NE:W U.).-CHINA 
CHURCH RE:LATION)HIP) 

The ecumenical team from the Na
tional Council of Churches had been 

invited by the China Christian Council 
to be with the Christian commun ities 
in Guangzhou (Canton), Shanghai , 
Nanjing ( anking), Xian , and Beijing 
(Peking) in November. We found vital, 
authentic Christian communities in 
the recently re-opened churches and 
leadership that is determined to wit
ness to the Christian faith. They want 
to make the church truly Chinese and 
they are committed to a self-propagat
ing, self-supporting and self-governing 
China Christian Council . 

We experienced unity in worship, a 
sharing of gifts, and growth in our own 
spiritual journey. 

My faith was strengthened and 
challenged as I listened to Christians 
tell their stories of faithfulness during 
the reign of the so-called Gang of Four. 

-A young woman in Shanghai told 
how her family went to their closed 
church every Christmas eve during the 
ten years . They stood outside in 
reverence and recollection of the Holy 
event. 

LOI~ M ILLE:R 

-A man in a house meeting ex
pressed the commitment of many as he 
identified the families who had consis
tently put aside their tithe during those 
difficult years, giving joyously upon 
the re-opening of their church . 

-A retired medical doctor, still 
volunteering his services for care while 
taking responsibility for several house 
meetings (similar to former class 
meetings of Methodism), said, " Our 
church building was closed but our 
faith was never closed. " 

-Young seminary students at 
Nanjing (in the first class since its 
re-opening in March 1981 ) responded 
to the question of their motivation 
toward Christian ministry by identify
ing with the faith of their parents before 
the revolution but now affirming it as 
their own vocation of witness through 
music, graphic arts, drama, preaching 
and teaching. 
-A young woman seminarian 

greeted us in English saying, " I have 
only one mind : to work and live for our 
God ." 

-A layman, a watchmaker from a 
poor famil y, said , " Before liberation I 
had to work hard for a livelihood with 
not much time for the church: After 
liberation I was financially more se
cure and therefore liberated to be able 
to devote my life to Christian pur
suits. " 

-A man at a house meeting spoke 
of the sacredness of a table used as an 
altar in his home-that though there 
was a temptation to use it for other 
purposes during the cultural revolu
tion , it remained as a secret holy place 
for worship. 

We were re-united with Christians 
in the People's Republic of China and 
felt with them our Oneness in Christ. 

The National Council of Churches 
presented a handmade silver commu
nion chalice , engraved with the 
words, " One in Christ," to the China 
Christian Council in its center at 
Shanghai. We said , ' " We give this 
chalice as a sign of Jesus' broken body 
which , in our broken wor ld , is what 
holds us together in love.'" lmmedi-

On a cold, wet Sunday in Xian Chinese Christians wait outside a church during the visit of the NCC delegation. 
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atel y after the presentation we took 
communion together. The spirit of 
oneness with Chri st and with one 
another pervaded the service and the 
entire atmosphere, moving al I the 
parti c ipants emotionall y . 

An u nsti nti ng effort on the part of the 
China Chri stian Council made it pos
sible for the Christian leaders to 
present to the National Counci I of 
Churches an original rubbing of what 
is known as the Nestorian stone 
commemorating the coming of Chris
tianity to China in the seventh century . 
The moment of receiving this priceless 
gift was also filled with a sense of our 
oneness and again fulfilled the pur
pose of the trip-to reunite our Chris
tian communities. 

In Beijing (Peking) we joined the 
leaders of the Urn and Ti le Church in 
sharing in a meal of steamed dump-
1 i ngs-after we, as guests, had rolled 
some of the dough, stuffed it and 
crimped the dumplings together so 
that through our joint efforts we were 
indeed inc luded as members of the 
famil y . 

We felt that Oneness, too, as we 
talked with people in the Catholic 
Church . They are clear in their intent 
to be Chinese even if it means a 
continued broken relationship with 
the Vatican . It was no surprise there
fore that some of those who maintain 
ties with Rome were detained in 
Shanghai on the eve of our departure. 
We also met Buddhists who reminded 
us that we share similar goals of peace 
and justice for the world . 

In Guanzhou we worshipped at the 
Hunam Chu.rch, reopened in Febru
ary, 1981 . Every seat was taken and 
there were many youth and children . 
Eleven people were baptized in the 
Sunday morning service . 

At the Mo En Church in Shanghai a 
baptismal service for 60 persons had 
been planned on a Tuesday night to 
accommodate the overcrowded three 
services on Sunday. As in other 
services, we were impressed with the 
many worshippers who followed the 
reading of the Scriptures with their 
own Bibles. Many of those Bibles were 
secreted away during the revolution 
and others secured from the recent 
printing by the China Christian Coun
cil. 

In Xian the one church reopened is 
always fi I led to overflowing. In spite of 
a heavy rainfall on the Sunday we were 
there, people stood outside the church 
by opened windows to participate in 
the worship . Over 550 people are 
being instructed for Christian baptism . 

We were informed here that over 500 
people participate in Bible studies on 
each Tuesday evening. 

A Post-denominational Community 

The 17th chapter of John is vital in 
the Chinese Christian understanding 
of their identity. It is a post-denomi na
tional community with past relation
ships remembered but sublimated for 
the new day of unity. At the same time 
one sees and hears evidences of the 
past. Familiar hymn tunes and worship 
settings and practices are reminiscent 
of the missionary era . The church 
magazine, " Heavenly Wind " , a new 
hymnal being developed by a hymn 
study group which is determined to set 
the Psalms to Chinese music, and 
theological courses in the sole Protes
tant seminary at Nanjing and through 
the popular correspondence courses 
subscribed to by over 30,000 lay 
leaders and preachers, are al I intended 
to incorporate the effort toward mak
ing universal Christianity Chinese. 

The churches recognize and are 
attempting to face some of their 
difficulties : Christians are a very small 
minority in a large population ; there is 
a concern for the leadership of the 
churches, many of the pastors and lay 
leaders are of an older generation; 
doctrinal issues have been deferred 
until the priority of unity and assisting 
the church to be truly Chinese can be 
achieved. Such issues will need atten
tion soon . The Christians are distressed 
over " outsiders" who ask, " Can any
thing Christian come out of social
ism?" There is a potential risk that 
Christians take in their witness, partic
ularly in I ight of the constitutional 
amendment which currently specifies 
a bias for atheism. An effort is now 
being made to have the People's 
Congress revert to the statement: 
" Every citizen of the People's Republic 
of China shall have freedom of reli
gious belief," but the outcome of this 
effort is still uncertain . There is the 
underlying perpetual concern for 
maintaining the independence of the 
Chinese Christian communities with
out outside intervention, which it is 
feared could again make Christianity a 
foreign religion. 

These issues are not unique to 
China. When a question was raised 
with the seminarians at Nanjing about 
how they witness to their Christian 
faith in a socialist society, they made 
their response and then posed the 
same question to us, " How do Ameri
can Christians witness to their faith in a 
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capitalist society?" Further, the re
quest to us as the Church in the United 
States was reiterated in every situation: 
Pray for us but do not smother us with 
your love. 

We left our Chinese Christian 
friends with a deep sense of our 
Oneness in Christ and with one 
another. The verse of the hymn never 
meant more to me: 

"Elect from every nation 
Yet one o'er all the earth 
Her charter of salvation 
One Lord, one faith , one birth ... " 

We are one in the Christian faith-
and a new relationship has been 
rekindled between the Christian com
munities of China and the United 
States of America. • 

Lo is Miller is Associate General Secre
tary, World Division, the UM General 
Board of Global Ministries . 

Rev. Frank Woo, 
director of the NCC's 
China Program, is 
greeted by Bishop K. 
H. Ting (right), 
president of the China 
Christian Council . 
Below, members of the 
NCC delegation and 
their hosts chat at 
dinner. 
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Part II-A Communit_y of the Cross 

mv POWER IS mADE PERFECT I E 

They could not get near him .. . The 
story of how some friends of a 

paral yzed man razed the roof to get 
their friend near to Jesus bears much 
study and reflection for today . Think 
on one or two of the sal ient points : 

Here was a disabled person . Be
cause of the crowds his friends could 
not get him into Jesus' presence. They 
found a novel way to do it, and Jesus 
praised them . It was important for that 
disabled person to be present in the 
community around Jesus. He even saw 
their faith , as Mark points out, the faith 
of the community. Apparently that 
atmosphere had something to do with 
Jesus' healing of the man . 

Already in the Gospels we hear how 
important the gathering of persons 
around Jesus was . It was important to 
be with Jesus, to hear and see him 
personally, sometimes to touch him or 
his clothing. 

This need for being together contin
ued in the early Christian community 
after Jesus' resurrection . Ti me after 
time we hear of things happening 
when " they were all together in one 
place ." Worship necessitated person
al presence, mutual give and take, 
each to and from all. If one could not 
be present one was deprived, and the 
community was deprived as well. 
(This, by the way, is of basic signifi
cance for the entire ecumenical move
ment.) 

There are many who cannot be 
present in our worshipping communi
ty even today-for a wide variety of 
reasons . We need to identify those 
reasons, and tackle solutions that 
make the presence of all a possibility, 
for the sake of each person and the 
welfare of the community . 

Let me cite two examples from my 
own life. While recuperating from a 
nerve disease nine years ago which 
had paralyzed my body, I spent some 
time in the large cantonal hospital in 
Geneva, Switzerland . Every Sunday 
morning Boy and Girl Scouts wou ld 
whee l the bed-ridden patients to the 
hospital cafeteria for a large " bed-ser
vice" of worship, one of the most 
memorable experiences of my life. 
Here was real community in suffering, 

real outpouring of the Spirit, real 
generation of hope . 

Then I was transferred to a brand 
new rehabilitation hospital , with all 
the latest faci I ities. Here each room 
had its own TV, and the chaplain told 
me proudly that I could watch the 
service down in the chapel from now 
on via TV, and there I lay in splendid 
isolation, away from the community, 
in total loneliness and anger. I could 
not receive from the community the 
way I wanted , and I certainly could not 
give. 

Our congregations are much the 
same. They are places where disabled 
persons very seldom can come, where 
often they are an embarrassment, and 
not welcome. And both disabled and 
those who appear to be able are the 
poorer for it . If we take seriously the 
need for a theology of the Cross , we 
will take seriously the need for each 
community to be a place for all to 
worship and serve, for each to be a 
community of the Cross as well. 

The second ii lustration took place in 
Russia, where I visited a long Ortho
dox service in a monastery near 

Zagorsk. In true Orthodox style, there 
was much action, ritual , movement, 
incense, and singing. Even I, not 
understanding Russian , could grasp 
most of what was happening in the 
service, because so much of it was 
related to sensory perceptions, and not 
just tied to understanding the spoken 
word , as are most of our Protestant 
worship experiences in the West. 
Three or four disabled persons attend
ed the service, two on wheeled beds, 
and two mentally impaired. I could see 
that those four persons were really a 
part of that service in a way I could not 
have been in my parish back in the 
United States . The joy of the Eucharist 
was their joy too , they could imitate 
movement, and live the experience. 

What I am saying relates to a basic 
truth of Christian I ife-it is a corporate, 
community reality . It stands aga,inst 
the unlimited individualism of the 
modern Western conception of self. 
The isolated self is the possessive, 
dominating self. This " transcendent 
self" of Western society realizes itself 
in control over others. Jesus calls this 
conception of selfhood into question 
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in the most radical way. His solidarity 
with the weak expresses an inclusive 
structure of human selfhood. Just as 
Jesus the Messiah has a corporate 
identity in relation to the Trinity, so 
Christian identity is corporate, for it is 
finally the trinitarian understanding of 
God that roots the Christian communi
ty, each related to, dependent on, and 
inseparable from, the other. (You are 
members one of another. ) The out
come of the Jesus story is a new reality 
of personhood , focused on the Cross 
and resurrection , and concretized in 
community. This means simply, that 
each person needs al I the others. 

The World Council of Churches 
Nairobi Assembly in 1975 put it this 
way: 

The Church 's unity includes both 
the " disabled" and the " able." A 
Church which seeks to be trul y united 
within itsel f and to move towards unity 
with others must be open to all ; yet 
able-bodied church members, both by 
their attitudes and by their emphasis 
on activism, marginalize and often 
exclude those with mental or physical 
disabilities . The disabled are treated as 
the weak to be served, rather than as 
fully committed , integral members of 
the Body of Christ and the human 
family ; the specific contribution 
which they have to give is ignored . 

The Church , the Nairobi Assembly 
went on to say, cannot exemplify " the 
full humanity revealed in Christ", bear 
witness to the interdependence of 
humankind , or achieve unity in diver
sity if it continues to acquiesce in the 
social isolation of disabled persons 
and to deny them full participation in 
its life. 

We spoke earlier of the disabled 
person representing visibly the para
dox of Jesus' ministry, the theological 
truth that he and the Church struggle 
against all that frustrates God 's will, 
but at a certain point he accepts and 
lives through the suffering of his 
ministry . 

The Church too must be the place 
where this paradox is seen and lived 

(Opposite page) A gathering at Trinity 
UMC, Jersey City, N.J. 

"If we toke seriousl_y the need 
for a theolog_y of the Cross, 
we will toke seriousl_y the need 
for each communit_y to be a 
place for all 
to worship and serve." 



out. The disabled , the oppressed the 
deprived, are utterl y ind ispensab le to 
the Church's authentic life, not simply 
as those on behalf of whom the Church 
is cal led to labor in healing and justice, 
but as those who now, as the deprived 
and hand icapped within the member
ship of the Church have a part to play 
and witness to give without which the 
Church will simply not be full y Chris
tian . W i thout their witness the 
Church 's witness is distorted and 
deceptive, and the Church 's disciple
ship is not fully relevant to the real 
world in which men and women live 
and suffer. Their witness makes the 
witness of the Church an authentic 
manifestation of the Gospel of the 
Crucified , w ho ministered in and 
through suffering. 

The Community in One Place 

As we have mentioned, Western 
philosophy, and thus Western medi
cine, are based on the image of a 
human family being rather like a 
collection of marbles in a box-dis
crete individuals related by reason of 
proximity. Our individualism has de
prived and injured us. There are other 
perceptions we need to take seriously, 
perceptions which more nearly follow 
the biblical notion of community. For 
example, the African Shona people 
greet one another with " How are 
you?" and the reply is " I am wel I if you 
are well. " African Anglican theolo
gian John Mbiti tel Is us that rather than 
the Western "I think, therefore I am"' 
basis, African thought tends more 
toward , " We are, therefore I am. " 
There is a Zulu proverb: " When there 
is a thorn in the foot the whole body 
must stoop to pluck it out. " 

This African sense of corporeality is 
closer to the biblical understanding of 
humanity than the Western style . 
Certainly Paul 's reflections in I Cor
inthians 12 about the mutual help each 
member of the body gi ves, and their 
inter-dependence, are basic here. 

This insight has implications in 
almost everything the Church is and 
does. Let me give several examples. 

Prayer: Karl Barth reminded us that 
theology as an activity can only be 
done in prayer; it is thus the task of the 
whole company. We must always 
bring our theologizing therefore, to be 
shared , affirmed and corrected by the 
company, the entire company. Fur-
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ther, Kierkegaard wrote that the true 
relation in prayer is not w hen God 
hears w hat is prayed for, but w hen the 
person praying continues to pray u nti I 
he or she is the one w ho hears w hat 
God wills throu gh a si tuation . The 
disabled person praying is not al lowed 
the luxury of avoidi ng thi s question . 

Worship : A WCC consultation of 
disabled persons made thi s recom
mendation: " Worship must be organ
ized on the assumption that it is the 
rule and not the exception for the 
disabled to be present and to partici
pate. We recommend therefore, forms 
of worship in which disabled Chri s
tians, with their range of experience 
and sensibility, their physical and 
sensory capacity for se lf-expression, 
are able to part ici pate." 

The implications of such a statement 
would affect every element of a 
worshipping congregation 's li fe. 

Engagement in Society: Let one 
example suffice. Prayer for the health 
of persons with respiratory problems in 
downtown slums, or industrial areas 
where smog and pollution abound, 
needs to consider al I imperatives of 
Christian ethics. There needs to be a 

constant feed-back from private suffe r
ing to public responsibility to political 
action. Our sensitivity to the clean air 
issue might be increased if we have 
people with TB among us constantly. 
Such increased sens iti vity can take 
place best (and perhaps only) if 
di sab led people are present in the 
community . 

But I Have Called You Friends 

The Church has benefited greatly by 
recent concentration on the meaning 
of Jesus' ministry as servant, and the 
consequent need for the Church (and 
for each Christian) to be servant as 
we ll . 

But there is another dimension 
which must be considered . We are 
cal led to be servants-of each other, of 
society, of God . But John also record
ed that bold and dangerous and 
unexpected word of Jesus in 15:15 . 
"No longer do I call you servants, for 
the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; I have called you 
friends. " 

The word " friend" suggests a close
ness and mutuality which is different 
from that of a servant. It ii luminates the 
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behavior of the doctor (or minister) 
who returns to sit on his or her patients' 
beds, or who learns from what his 
counsellee has to say-who takes the 
weak person seriously as a compan
ion. One might almost suggest that one 
illness of modern society is a failure in 
friendship. There are different rela
tionships-patient, c li ent , needy, 
handicapped. But what about friend? 

We need to incorporate those who 
appear to be weak, those who are 
disabled , into a relationship of equity, 
that they might give as well as receive 
in our communities. We need to 
re-evaluate the imbalance we have 
built into pastoral care, between ser
vice and friendship, between giving 
and receiving, and admit that our 
recent attempts at serving particular 
needs may be keeping people depen
dent and not incorporating them into 
the body as contributing friends . 

Ernest Kasemann puts it thus : "For 
Paul no one goes away empty and no 
one can be done without." Thus the 
guiding principle of Christian commu
nity is: Whatever gift each of you has 
received, use it in service to one 
another (I Peter 4:10). The Christian 

pattern, therefore, must be not just 
action for others (a giver and a 
receiver) but rather , action with 
others. 

The concept of servant and foot
washing has inspired great Christian 
service and monumental missionary 
accomplishments . But we are now 
realizing that in this service, as our 
missionaries set up outposts all over 
the world , a great deal of patronization 
and exploitation took place as well. 
Some of these attitudes engendered 
(we know best) have been destructive 
and dehumanizing to the native peo
ples. Of course there are proper 
situations where ski ll is required , 
where the Samaritan helps the passive 
one in need . But the model was based 
on "my taking my knowledge and 
serving you, the one in need." It was 
not really thought that we who took 
this service had any needs, or needed 
to learn, or be complete only with 
those who were being served. 

In a friend relationship, in working 
with, rather than merely for, both 
helper and helped are changed. This 
also implies that the helper suffers. 
Thi s truth is both the bane, but the 

"We need 
to incorporate 

those who oppeor 
to be weak, 

those who ore 
disabled, 

into o relationship 
of equit,Y." 

(Opposite page) A scoutmaster and a 
mentally handicapped Scout at Wesley 
Memorial UMC, Norfolk, Va. (Below) 
One of the remaining patients at a 
leprosy colony at Kaluapapa, Hawaii, 
folds his hands in prayer. 



blessing of the point I am making. 
The idealist' s model of perfection is 

like a Chinese vase. And some medical 
and theological models of health are 
l ikewise based on an ideal of perfec
tion . But the biblical model of perfec
tion is neither idealistic nor static ; it is 
in terms of inter-personal relationship 
between self, neighbor and God . The 
biblical notion of health therefore, is 
neither a state of biological perfection 
(though this is valued) nor si nlessness, 
but harmony (shalom), a harmony 
which contains the sorrow of not being 
whole-and the struggle to become 
more so . Shalom is a social event 
which has to be worked out in specific 
local situations by real people, it is not 
an abstract ideal as in the manner of 
Greek thought. The threat (and the 
blessing) of such a struggle is that both 
" helper" and " helped" an be changed 
and made more whole and healthy in 
such an encounter and struggle. 

Visitors be advised . Pity the mad 
But gaze not in their eyes 
Where your image shrinking lies, 
Lest the surmise that dismays 
Your own soul you there may see 
Grown to a monstrous certainty. 
We warn you , we who once were 
sane 
But now are madly wise 
Who laugh , but are not glad 
Despair but are not sad 
And hold , each locked within his 
brain 
A mirror to the universal pain. 

A Sign of Hope 

Romans 8 shows how the life of the 
Church must be a participation in the 
afflictions of Christ through which we 
share in the agony of the whole 
creation as the new creation struggles 
to be born . It is precisely in the midst of 
affliction that we are filled with hope 
and are enabled to know that every 
thing works together for good to those 
who love God . It is therefore as the 
bearer of affliction that the Church is a 
sign of hope for all humanity and for 
the whole creation . The strange truth 
about the Church is that when it can 
claim to be strong it is weak, and when 
it shares in the weakness of Christ it is 
truly the bearer of the power of God for 
the salvation of people everywhere. 
The Roman Catholic Church has been 
moving this way since Vatican II , with 
the realization that it is in this kind of 
lowly serv ice that the Church is truly a 
sacrament of Christ to mankind . 

The picture in Revelation of all 
creation around the throne needs to be 

This wood carving of Christ carrying the cross is from Seville, Spain. 

foreshadowed in the Church in this 
age; we need to live and worship in an 
'as if' fashion. This is a genuinely 
eschatological matter; it makes sense 
only if the future, God 's future, is kept 
uppermost in mind . As the Bad Sorrow 
consultation put it : 

"The unity of all human beings, 
irrespective of their disablements, is a 
sign of the preservation of the world 
from inhumanity. The presence of the 
disabled reminds us that every human 
being is a frail , threatened, defective 
being and a being created blessed by 
God . 'Teach us to count how few days 
we have and so gain wisdom of heart. ' 
(Psalm 90:12)" 

Harold Wilke's exposition of Luke 
14 reminds us of the same truth: " The 
Kingdom of God is not complete 
withoutthe poor and the maimed . And 
each member thereof is not complete, 
nor has hope of salvation, save that the 
lame and the blind are included." 

Because disabled people among us 

in the Church keep us close to the 
reality of the Cross they can bring to us 
also, if we are willing to see, the light 
of the new day which dawns from 
beyond our horizons and which is 
close to us in the resurrection of the 
Crucified. "The once-for-all victory in 
defeat of Christ enables the struggle, 
but the victory we look for is still 
hidden , and will later be made mani
fest. " 

Lest I be misunderstood, let me 
repeat : There is no implication that we 
should accept adversity or disable
ment as God's punishment on us. On 
the contrary, Jesus' words, and exam
ple, encourage us to struggle to the 
limits of our strength, that we rebel 
against all that binds us, that we work 
and pray for healing. But at some point 
we reach a limit, a boundary, and here 
we must accept, and suffer through . 

This is true for people who feel no 
lack of ability, no disability as well as 
for those who are more visibly handi-
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capp d. Let me give a simple illustra
tion from my own life. The last verse of 
the hymn " O For a Thousand Tongues 
to Sing" has meant a great deal to me 
si nce a erious nerve ill ness I had in 
1972. It parallels almost exactly the 
course of my recuperation from com
plete bodily paralysi s: 

" Hear him ye deaf, praise him ye 
dumb, 

your loosened tongues employ; 
Ye blind behold your savior come, 
and leap ye lame for joy!" 
In my own period of recuperation I 

first regained the ability to hear, then to 
speak, then to see. Now mind you, 
each of these abi I ities is, and remains, 
seriously impaired in my life. But they 
came back to some extent . But in spite 
of a rigorous two year therapy pro
gram, I have not, and shall not ever, 
regain the ability to leap, to run , or 
numerous other gifts. At some point I 
had to come to terms with that truth , 
and then decide to " get on with it. " 

Each of us, every person in the 
community, needs to fight that fight, 
and make that adjustment. And the 
presence of visibly disabled persons is 
a I iving testimony to the need , and the 
possibility of doing just that in Chris
tian grace. " When Christ who is our 
life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory" (Col 3 :4). 

This brings us back to our original 
juxtaposition of glory and suffering, in 
theology and community . Gerhard 
Hoffmann has reminded us that the 
apostle Thomas identified Jesus after 
he had risen , not by his glorified 
presence, but rather by the marks of his 
suffering Uohn 20:27). There is signifi
cance in the fact that the Early Church 
reserved the title " confessor" for one 
who had escaped death by the ski n of 
her or his teeth . There is a deep sense 
in which Paul was understanding a 
vital part of what it means to be part of 
Christ's body when he wrote : " I 
rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, 
and in my flesh I complete what is 
lacking in Christ's afflictions for the 
sake of his body, that is, the church" 
(Col.1 :24). 

Nothing is lacking insofar as Christ's 
having won for us the victory-noth
ing need or can be added to that. But 
for the sake of the body, is it not true 
that some do seem to make visible 
Christ's suffering in a victorious and 
efficacious way? Paul goes on to relate 
his sufferings to his being a minister, to 
making the " word of God fully 
known," this mystery hidden for ages 
and generations, but now made mani
fest. God has made known the riches 

of his glory, w hich "is Christ in you , 
the hope of glory." To Paul then, there 
is no way to separate suffering and 
glory, present travail and futu re hope. 
And this means, as it so often does in 
the ew Testament and with Paul , that 
it comes down ultimately to a matter of 
faith. As the old Mid-Eastern proverb 

"There is no 
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ond future hope." 

graphically puts it: " Only when the 
dust passes wilt thou see w hether thou 
ridest a horse or an ass." As Christians, 
we believe that the dust has passed in 
the ministry, death, and resurrection of 
Christ. And we have him to point to, 
when we affirm that God is present in 
our suffering. I conclude by quoting an 
incident from Dorothee Soelle's book, 
Suffering. The scene is Auschwitz: 

" The SS hanged two Jewish men and 
a boy before the assembled inhabitants 
of the camp. The men died quickly, 
but the death struggle of the boy lasted 
half an hour. 'Where is God Where is 
he?' a man behind me asked. As the 
boy, after a long time, was still in 
agony on the rope, I heard the man cry 
again, 'Where is God now?' And I 
heard a voice within me answer, 'He is 
here-hanging here on this gal
lows.' " 

If God is present with us within our 
suffering, we can believe that God is 
likewise present in the suffering and 
isolation of death. " In dying I come 
before God, who holds not only 
judgment but also life in his hands, and 
I come with the confidence that I have 
no need to trust in my good works nor 
my immortal soul. In fact I dare not 
even trust them (since the one really is 
not good and the other is not immortal ) 
and yet I am confident that I am 
righteous and share in the resurrection 
by grace alone (II Cor. 4:7) . I remain in 
fellowship with him who is Alpha and 
Omega, and with this knowledge I 
walk into the night of death , truly the 
darkest night; yet I know who awaits 
me in the morning. 

" Thus as a Christian I go down into 
death with the complete confidence 
that I cannot remain therein , since I am 

one whom God has called by name 
and therefore I shall be called anew on 
God's day. I am under the protection 
of the Resu rrected One. I am not 
immortal , but I awai t my own resur
rection. I am one with whom God has 
begun to speak. God will not break 
faith with me in the fe llowship he has 
established, nor will he let it be 
annulled by death . This is the certainty 
of my conquering death, fou nded not 
in me, but in God." • 

Gerald F. Moede, general secretary of 
the Consultation on Chu rch Union, is a 
United Methodist minister. This is the 
second part of a two-part article on 
suffering. It is adapted from a speech given 
at a theological symposi um in the Boston 
area. 

This hearing-impaired boy reads a story 
about Jesus in Signed English. 
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A Mission 
To Chlldran 
John Goodwin 

There are thousands of 
children throughout the country 
who are served through 
ministries related to the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

In national ministries the 
GBGM counts 75 community 
centers and six homes for 
children. There are 41 urban 
ministries and 52 town and 
country ministries. 

More important than these 
numbers are the individuals 
themselves. 

At the Toberman Settlement 
House in San Pedro, California, 
a little girl who is learning the 
art and craft of working with 
stained glass gets an affectionate 
snuggle from her instructor. 
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A little girl studies the violin at 
the Wesley House Community 

Center in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
She is part of a children's 

orchestra learning musical skills 
for a lifetime of enjoyment. 

An older youth 
tutors a young boy 

at the Boylan-Haven-Mather 
Academy in Camden, South 

Carolina. Both learn 
from the experience. 

At the Partners in English 
program held at the Oakland, 
California, Chinese Methodist 

Church a young girl learns 
English and a popular children's 

Christmas song. 
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A young man, about 15 years 
old, lives in a supportive 
community at the lntermountain 
Deaconess Home for Children in 
Helena, Montana. He is framed 
by a poster for a popular "rock 
music" group. 

In a more urban situation, 
young men in the South 
Bronx participate in a church 
athletic program . 

At Warren Village in Denver, 
Colorado, an apartment building 
and living situation for single 
parents, two young friends play 
in the day-care facility . 

One cannot think of numbers 
of ministries or numbers of 
persons served apart from the 
people behind those statistics. 
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Children • ID Dark Times 

Far from being priceless, a chi Id 's I ife 
was worth less than $100 in 1981 . 
Wisel y spent on each of the poorest 

500 million mothers and young chil
dren in the world , such a sum could 
have bought improved diets and easier 
pregnancies, elementary education 
and basic health care, safer sanitation 
and more water. In other words, it 
could have brought the basics of life . 
And at the same time as meeting the 
most pressing human need in the 
world today, it could have helped to 
slow down population growth and 
accelerate economic growth in the 
world of tomorrow. In short, meeting 
the needs of all the world's children 
was both the greatest of humanitarian 
challenges and the best of investment 
opportunities . 

In practice, it proved too high a 
price for the world community to pay. 
And so, every two seconds of 1981 , a 
child paid that price with its life. 

About those 17 million children 
who died during the year, there is little 
more to be said . Whoever they once 
were, whatever religion they were 
growing up in, whatever language 
they were beginning to speak, and 
whatever potential their I ives held, 
they were simply failed by the world 
into which they were born. 

Not ten percent of them were 
immunized against the six most com
mon and dangerous diseases of child
hood . The cost of so immunizing all of 
the Third World 's infants works out at 
approximately $5 per ch ild . The cost 
of not doing so works out at approxi
mately five mi 11 ion deaths a year. 

For the children of 1982, the facts of 
life on earth will not be significantly 
different. Of the 125 million who will 
be born, 17 million will again be dead 
before their fifth birthday. And be
tween 1981 and 1982, although there 
is no trend so pronounced as to break 
through the inev itable imprecision of 
avai lable figures, there is every reason 
to suggest that times are getting darker 
for the world's poorest children. 

To the extent that this annual 
dec imation of the world's newborn is a 

James P. Grant 

reprisal for the failings of economic 
development, the immediate future 
holds little hope of reprieve . 

For most oil-importing developing 
nations, where the vast majority of the 
poor now live, economic growth has 
stalled and fallen to its lowest level in a 
decade . Combined current account 
deficits have doubled to approximate
ly $80 billion in the two years to 1980; 
accumulated external debts have 
passed the $400 bi 11 ion mark; the rate 
of growth in output has fallen below 
four percent a year, the terms of trade 
have worsened by 7. 5 percent be
tween 1979 and 1980 alone; and both 
import and export capacities have 
been reduced . 

''A human 
life was 

worth less 
than $100 
in 1981." 

Hardest hit are the already poorest 
nations of Africa and South Asia where 
some countries are actually facing a 
reversal of development. It is here that 
average incomes in the 1 980s are 
unlikely to increase by more than $1 or 
$2 a year. It is here that most of the 
world 's "absolute poverty" is to be 
found . And it is here that over 
three-quarters of 1981 's infant deaths 
have occurred . 

South of the Sahara, 1981 was also 
the tenth successive year of declining 
food production per head and a total of 
34 nations containing 260 million 
people are now reporting acute food 
shortages. Most at risk, as is always the 
case when malnutrition tightens its 
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grip, are the growing minds and bodies 
of Africa's children. 

Compounding that risk in 1981 has 
been the unstaunched flow of Africa 's 
refugees and displaced peoples. In a 
continent of 800 distinct ethnic groups 
and more than 1,000 different lan
guages, through which insensitive 
borders run along lines drawn by 
colonial rulers, there are now over six 
million refugees-one person in every 
75 of Africa's population. And almost 
half of them are children . 

This has been , therefore, another 
year of "silent emergency": of 40,000 
children quietly dying each day; of 
100 million children quietly going to 
sleep hungry at night; of ten million 
children quietly becoming disabled in 
mind or body; of 200 million 6-11 year 
olds quietly watching other children 
go to school ; of one-fifth of the world's 
people quietly struggling for life itself. 
But it has also been a year in which 
economic trends indicate that progress 
against such poverty is not on.ly 
slowing down in many nations, but 
being thrown into reverse. Only two 
years ago, the World Bank reported 
that the total number of people living 
in absolute poverty was 780 million. 
Optimistically, said the Bank at that 
time, that number would fall to 720 
million by the end of the 1980s. 
Pessimistically, it would rise to 800 
million during the decade. 

Yet a more recent United Nations 
study has now concluded that " the 
world economy is experiencing 
greater i nstabi I ity and a more severe 
disruption of steady growth than at any 
time since the end of the Second 
World War ... unless specific steps are 
taken, the consequence of th is adverse 
external environment will be to in
crease the numbers of the absolute 
poor to one billion before the end of 
the Third Development Decade." 

It was a conclusion accepted by the 
heads of all United Nations agencies, 
including the World Bank itself. And, 
in all probability, it means that, in 
many countries, more children will die 
next year than this . 
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The State of the World's Children 
'Of the 125 million children born in 1981 , twelve mi llion w ill die before their first birthday and another five 
million before their fifth' - UNICEF. 

About one thousand million 
children live in countries where 
UNICEF now works. 

and where:-

One child in four suffers from 
malnutrition 

Four out of five children have no 
modern health care 

Two out of five 6-11 year olds do 
not go to school 

4 out of 5 children in rural areas do 
not have adequate water or 
sanitation. 

The world's military 
spends the equivalent of 
UNICEF' s annual budget 

every 4 hours 

WO R LO D EVE LOP ME NT 1---+--+-+--+-+---+-+-+----t--t----1 

U oevelopment has become becalmed. Not in a generation have hopes 
for an end to life-denying poverty been at such a low ebb'H - UNICEF. 

ALL OF A 
PIECE 

FEWER 
- CHILD 

DEATHS 

Deve lopment progress is a jigsaw of mutual ly reinforc ing 
improvements . . . so the whole is greater than the sum 
of the pa rts. 
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The Slowing Down of Progress 

Last year, in this report, UNICEF 
asserted that by the year 2000 the 
number of infant deaths in low-income 
countries could be reduced to 50 per 
1,000 or less, that average life expec
tancy could be raised to 60 years or 
more, and that every child should have 
at least the four years of primary 
education necessary to acquire litera
cy . The report noted that although 
idealistic in the context of past experi
ence, these goals are realistic in the 
sense that the principal obstacle 
standing in the way of their realization 
is the absence of the will and commit
ment to achieve them . 

In December, 1980, those targets 
(advocated by many organizations in 
recent years) were incorporated into 
the International Development Strate
gy (IDS) for the 1980s and adopted by 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. " An important new feature of 
the strategy", said Mr. Niaz-Naik who 
chaired the committee which pre
pared the IDS, "is that it conceives of 
development as an integral process, 
and the objectives of social and human 
developments have been accorded a 

new emphasis." 
But with the decade just beginning, 

it is already clear that its principal 
economic target-a seven percent a 
year average rise in the GDP of the 
developing nations-is unlikely to be 
met. Unless special measures are 
taken, therefore, the vision of its social 
goals is already clouding over. 

To reach such goals, progress to
wards them would in fact have to be 
two or three times as fast over the next 
20 years as it has been over the last 20. 
But in many nations today, the rate of 
development as measured by all three 
of the chosen indicators is already 
slowing down. 

The Third World 's infant mortality 
rate-that sensitive indicator of the 
well-being of mothers and children
fell by a steady four orfive points a year 
in the 1960s. For the past five years, it 
has barely flickered. Average life 
expectancy, which increased by seven 
or eight months a year in the 1960s and 
early 1970s, is now increasing by only 
two or three months a year. School 
enrolment rates, which again rose by a 
regular four or five percent a year up to 
the mid-1970s, now seems to have 
reached a plateau . 

In 1981 about 15,000 children died every day from 
diarrhoeal diseases which drained life-sustaining 
fluids and salts out of their bodies. 

Replacing the fluids by intravenous drips is 
an expensive cure available to very few. 

30 

Now many countries are using locally produced salts 
which can be dissolved in boiled and cooled water 
and administered by mouth. 

lllus1ra11011 C/1re Offley 
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Studies on this treatment show infant deaths 
reduced by 90 per cenL ' If oral rehydration 
can begin early and preferably at home' says 
the World Health Organi zation, ' then very 
few children should die.' 

With the developing world 's infant 
mortality still ten times higher than in 
the industrialized world , with its life 
expectancy still 15 years less, and with 
a third of its 6-11 year olds still out of 
school , this deceleration of progress 
cannot be explained by the approach 
of any natural limits . Rather it is a sign 
that development itself is in some 
nations becalmed and in others ac
tually drifting backwards. 

In short, the optimism of the 1960s 
which gave ground to the realism of 
the 1970s has now receded even 
further to make room for the doubt and 
pessimism which seems to be settling 
into the 1980s. It is a process of 
disillusionment both aggravated and 
symbolized by the decline in the share 
of the rich world's wealth which has 
been invested in aid . In 1965, when 
the United Nations first called upon 
the donor countries to increase the 
level of their aid to 0. 7 percent of their 
Gross National Product (GNP), the 
actual level stood at 0.49 percent. 
Today, despite the efforts of a handful 
of nations who have met that target, 
the average level rests at 0.37 percent. 

Not in a generation have expecta
tions of world development, and 

So scientists in Asia came up with a new cure based 
on salts and sugar costing only a few cents. 

The salts can be made available to all children 
through primary health care workers in every 
community in the developing world. They are the 
link between what science knows and what people 
need. 
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hope for an end to life-denying mass 
poverty, been at such a low ebb. 

In such a context, to advocate the 
rapid acceleration of development 
progress for the world 's poorest billion 
people in order to significantly im
prove the lives of their children by the 
end of this century is to invite the 
charge of naivete. 

It is a " naivete" which UNICEF 
intends to pursue with the utmost 
vigor. Working with communities and 
families to provide for the health and 
education of their children is not only a 
matter of justice . It is also a productive 
investment in the world 's economic 
and socia l future . 

The "Realism" of Meeting Needs 

The realism or naivete of any goal is 
almost always as much a question of 
priorities as of possibilities. And it is 
not the possibility of achieving primary 
health care and primary education for 
the great majority of children which is 
in question . It is its priority . 

Such goals could be achieved, for 
example, for less than the industrial
ized world spends on alcoholic drinks 
each year. Similarly, the broader goals 
of meeting the basic human needs of 
the overwhelming majority of men , 
women and children on earth could be 
realized by devoting as much each 
year to the task of achieving them as is 
now devoted every six weeks to the 
task of maintaining and increasing the 
world's military capacity. 

However uncomfortable such com
parisons may be, they are necessary to 
put into perspective the accusation 
that the goal of making significant 
improvements in the lives of the 
world's children by the end of this 
century is " naive" , and to put in its 
place a decision about priorities. 

In dark times, children need priori 
ty . And while there will always be 
emotion behind that statement, it is 
also an appeal to reason. 

More specifically, it is an appeal to 
two reasons-one of which is timeless 
and one of which is particular to this, 
the last quarter of the twentieth cen
tury . 

i nety percent of the growth of the 
human brain and 50 percent of the 
growth of the human body occurs in 
the first five years of the human life. 
The corresponding susceptibility of 
those years should alone argue that 
priority be given-in family affairs and 
in world affairs-to the needs of the 
young. 

In the acquisition of their needs, and 

"In dark times children need priori
ty ... a community's responsibility to its 
children is an indispensable ethic of 
civilization." 

in the defense of their rights; children 
themselves are relatively powerless. 
They have neither physical strength , 
nor economic sanction. They have no 
unions, and no votes. 

Usually it is the parents who are 
empowered to protect and provide. 

the community, therefore depended 
upon the assumption of that responsi
bility by that community . 

However large and complex the 
community may have grown, that 
special relation ship of responsibi lity to 
its children is still an indispensable 
ethic of civilization . Indeed it is an 
increasingly relevant ethic as science 
and technology increasingly invest the 
earth with the attributes of a global 
village. And in this century there has 
been a growing recognition that if a 
local community is unable to meet the 
needs of its children then the responsi
bi I ity extends to the national and 
international community . 

In " loud" emergencies, such as 
starvation in Kampuchea, the world 
community does respond , often mag
nificently. Indeed the mass starvations 
in the Ireland of 1846-7 or in the 
Bengal of 1943-both of which oc
curred despite sizeable local food 
stocks-are much less likely to happen 
today. But in " silent" emergencies
the more dispersed and less dramatic 
toll of hunger and illness and child 
deaths which add up to a Kampuchea 
every few weeks-the international 
response is also more muted . Like an 
echo of the paradox, the traditional cry 
of " women and children first" applies 
only to such " loud" emergencies as 
fire and shipwreck. In the silent 
emergencies of everyday need, the 
reality is usually " women and children 
last". 

In the 1980s, there are many mi l
l ions of parents-and especially moth
ers-whose power to protect and 
provide for children has been eroded 
or washed away by unemployment or 
landlessness, by poverty or by lack of 
knowledge, by sickness or disability, 
by oppression or by demoralization . 
And in exercising its responsibility to 
those children . the task facing both 
national and international communi
ties is to find ways of restoring that 
power to their parents. 

The Largest Generation 

But if parents are deprived of that This timeless concern is today shar-
power, then the responsibility falls to pened to a particular edge by specific 
the community of which the child is changes in the growth and structure of 
part. world population . 

In the very earliest human societies, After a rapid increase in the rate of 
as Ri chard Leakey has shown, average population growth-caused by relati -
1 ife expectancy was probably I ittle vely sudden successes in contro l Ii ng 
more than 20 years and many children certain diseases, epidemics and fam-
were deprived of both their parents ines which meant that more infants 
before they were of an age to provide survived to have children of thei r 
for themselves. The survival of the own-fertility rates have now begun to 
child , and the continuing survival of fall in almost every region of the world. 
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"The cost of immunizing all the world's 
children against the common diseases of 
childhood works out at $5.00 a child. The 
cost of not doing it works out at five 
million deaths a year." 

The beginning of thi s decline is as 
unprecedented as was the surging 
increase which preceded it. Taken 
together, both forces now have a 
special bearing on the state of the 
world 's children . 

One effect is that 40 percent of the 
developing world 's people are under 
the age of 15 and about to enter their 
child-bearing years. As birth rates fall , 
the numbers of ch i ldren as a propor
t ion of the total population w ill also 
fall . But in our time, the Third World 's 
ratio of younger to older-of depen
dants to providers-is at its height. In 
Germany or the USSR, for example, 
there are now two people of working 
age for every one who is too young or 
too old to work. In Bangladesh , 
Mexico, or Nigeria, the ratio is one to 
one. 

The resul t is a temporary but power
ful extra stra in on the Third World 's 
capac ity to provide for its children . In 
education , for example, those of 
primary school age now amount to 25 
percent of the population . In the 
industrialized world , the correspond
ing figure is onl y 15 percent. 

The dec line in fertil ity whi ch is just 
beginn ing to become vis ible will in 
time lower that proportion . But mean
w hile the capacity of the Third World 
to provide essentia l services for the 
young is stretched to the limit-and 
beyond-by quantitative pressures on 
low- income countries w hich leave 
little room for the qualitative improve
ments w hich are required to improve 
the wel I-bei ng of the world 's children . 

W hen these internal pressures coin
cide, as is now happening, w ith 
extern al econom ic press ures resulting 
from world -w ide recess ion, then the 
we lfare of the largest generation of 
child ren in history is further squeezed . 

As nutrition, hea lth, education and 

th e norm a lcies o f c hildhood are 
usuall y precond it ions of successful 
parenthood, it is vital to both thi s 
generation and the next that the 
children of today be protected against 
the present economic weather . 

The welfare of children-and future 
parents-is not the onl y issue at stake. 
For the question of whether or not 
improvements in the lives of the young 
are brought about in the 1980s is also 
crucial to the slowing down of popula
tion growth itself. 

Acceptance of family planning and 
a decline in birth rates is closely 
connected with such changes as the 
improvement of health care, the de
cline of infant mortality, and the 
spread of educat ion (especiall y for 
girls). A setback in progress towards 
these soc ial goals is, therefore, likely 
to also be a setback in the trend 
towards lower population growth-so 
increasing the numbers of children in 
future generations at the same time as 
decreasing their parents' capacity to 
provide for them . 

Conversely, the stepping-up of na
tional and international efforts to meet 
such needs wou Id have the opposite 
effects of both improving life for the 
children of today, investing in their 
capacity as the parents of tomorrow, 
and creating the conditions necessary 
for a further slow-down in population 
growth itself. Extrapolating the experi
ence of those developing countries 
which have lowered death rates, for 
example, suggests that the very same 
improvements in human welfare 
which would be required to meet the 
International Development Strategy's 
year 2000 target of reducing infant 
mortality to 50 per 1000 births or less 
would also result in 12 to 20 million 
fewer births each year. History dem
onstrates that when overal I death rates 
make that first precipitous fall from 
around 40 per 1000 as a result of 
eliminating mass famines and epide
mics, then the decline in birth rate lags 
far behind. And in that space between 
the fall in death rates and the fall in 
birth rates, the " population explo
sion" takes place. But history is 
equall y conclu sive that those coun
tries whose death rates stood at around 
15per1000 in 1960-which is around 
the average for low-income countries 
today-have since seen their birth 
rates fall by several points for every 
one point fall in the death rate. 
Colombia 's si x-point fall in death rates 
(from 14 to 8 per 1000) during the first 
two development decades was ans
wered by a 15-point fall in the 
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birth-rate (from 46 to 31 per 1000). 
Over the same period, a three-point 
fall in Jamaica's death rate meant a 
ten-point fall in birth rates and in South 
Korea a five-point fal I in the death rate 
found echo in a 20-point fall in birth 
rates. 

The commonly held view that re
ducing infant mortality only stores up 
more births and more trouble for the 
future is, therefore, a mistaken one. 
Meeting basic human needs is not only 
necessary to prevent human suffering 
in the present, but also to reduce the 
growth of population itself, thereby 
avoiding more human suffering in the 
future. Whether today' s world popula
tion of 4 .5 billion eventually stabilizes 
at 10-11 billion or 13-14 billion 
sometime around the end of the next 
century depends heavil y on what 
happens to birth rates in the last 
decades of the century. 

Present and future needs, therefore, 
cry out with one voice . And each 
decade into that future will see a 
magnification of either the successes 
or the failures of the world communi
ty' s response to the needs of the 
present times. 

This choice between compound 
failure and compound success is made 
the more crucial by the numbers 
involved. We can allow the largest 
generation of children to grow up 
malnourished, unhealthy and unedu
cated in order to become the parents of 
another generation of malnourished, 
unhealthy and uneducated children . 
Or we can accord to our children the 
priority they deserve by increasing 
efforts and resources to a maximum, 
rather than a minimum at this time 
when such a large proportion of the 
world is young. Paradoxically, the 
present sees the future at its most 
vulnerable . 

In sum, bringing about a significant 
improvement in the lives of children 
by the end of thi s century will certainly 
need a significant increase in the 
resources available for the task and in 
the effectiveness with which they are 
deployed . But it is a question of 
priorities not poss ibilities. It is a matter 
of choice in which both reason and 
emotion argue for children . And it is a 
crucial moment at which to decide. 
For between the vicious and the 
virtuous spiral , a choice must now be 
made. • 

James P. Grant is Executive Director of 
the United Nations Ch i ldren's Fund (UNI
CEF). Th is artic le is taken from his annual 
report. 
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~ QOUllDUP O~ COMMITM(llTS 

A county fair. A United Methodist 
f1 Woodstock celebration . A fami

ly ranch round up. An outdoor revival. 
California- evada Annual Confer
ence' s Round Up 81 , held in Stockton, 
California , was a little of each . 

The Rev. John Taylor, chairperson 
of the Round Up planning committee, 
says the purpose of the event was, "(to) 
round up commitments-commit
ments to destroy the root causes of 
hunger, commitments to change in 
lifestyle, commitments to action. " 

All evidence points to a fulfillment 
of these goals beyond the expectations 
of the organizers. The Rev . Mr. Taylor 
says that while he had hoped for 2,000 
persons, at least 4,500 showed up. 
Over $140,000 was raised for a variety 
of hunger projects including Heifer 
Project International , the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), and the Ethnic Minority 
Local Church priority, among others . 

Registration for the rall y began at 
9:00 a.m. At ten , a runner jogged to 
the stage, signaling the start of festivi
ties. In the grandstand, the congrega
tion warmed up with singing. 

Dr. Harry Haines, head of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), preached the opening ser
vice . The New Zealander Haines told 
stories of refugee needs and rich 
nations ' responses. Saying he is 
ashamed that the Reagan Administra
tion has no hunger policy, Haines 
contrasted the President's position 
with the church 's, " We have a policy . 
We want to be part of God's an
swer . .. We care, and we want to 
share." The throng erupted with ap
plause. 

No one seemed to mind the children 
playing tag in the aisles, as Haines told 
the congregation , " The poor are not 
the problem of the church . WE are the 
problem ." Urging the church to tran
scend the limits of hesitancy and 
misplaced priorities, he called on 
United Method is ts attending the 
Stockton rall y to follow Mother Tere
sa's advice to " Do something beautiful 
for God ." 

(Left) Bishop Wilbur Choy speaking. 
(Below) This girl makes a piggy bank out of 
recycled plastic bottles. (Bottom) The 
Good Sam Singers prepare for their 
performance. 
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"To Share Your Bread" 

Wh ile Harry Haines was the fea
tu red speaker, most people had come 
to the Round Up for more than a 
sermon . Don Hayashi , member of the 
Pine Un ited Method ist Church in San 
Francisco, remarked , " I didn' t come 
expecting great words from Harry 
Haines." One pastor con fessed he had 
made the four-hour drive to Stockton, 
" to deliver my church 's money
$370-lt's not enough. " 

Although the Conference Assistant 
Treasurer Terry Johnson reported that 
ca sh contributions totalled $96 , -
145. 96, organizer Taylor concedes no 
one knows exactly how much was 
generated for hunger and missions. 
Churches sold food and crafts to raise 
money for pet projects-money not 
included in the total . 

Taylor says that raising money was 
only part of the goal . At the Round Up 
he exhorted the crowd to greater 
efforts, crying, " If all we do today is 
raise money, we've failed . We must 
awaken churches." 

From the level of involvement in the 

rall y, it appeared many had already 
awakened . The Rev . Jerry Carter ob
served , " I think what's happened in 
the last several years is that a lot of 
churches have made a commitment to 
the kind of thing represented here." 

As if to confirm his words, all sizes 
and shapes of people were in evi
dence: young children , elderly 
women in wheel chairs, middle-aged 
men in double-knit slacks, and teen
agers in Celebration Round Up T-shirts 
directing traffic . Greetings among 
long-time friends created a uniquely 
communal atmosphere. 

"Performed the Hymns of Praise" 

The spirit of unity was enhanced by 
live music. Jean and Jim Strathdee, a 
wife-husband music team, led every
one in song. When time came to end 
the afternoon workshops, Jean and Jim 
called people back to the grandstand 
with a foot-stomping guitar-mando
lin-harmonica rendition of " How Firm 
a Foundation. " Unorthodox perfor
mances of old favorites were also 
offered by the Joyfu I Noise Celebration 

INTERFAITH INGATHERING IN ARKANSAS 
by Jerry D. Canada 

In July, 1976, representatives from 
11 re ligious groups in Arkansas 
began meeting to discuss the com
plex issue of world hunger. The body, 
which came to be known as the 
Arkansas Interfaith Hunger Task 
Force, included the Episcopal, Chris
tian (Disciples), Baptist, American 
Lutheran , Presbyterian , Unitarian , 
United Church of Christ, Roman 
Catholic, Quaker, African Methodist 
Episcopal, and United Methodist 
communions. The task force mem
bers met regularly to explore ways in 
which to "generate interest in, edu
cation about, and response to the 
problems of hunger and injustice 
throughout the world." 

Meanwhile, in 1978, the Arkansas 
Area of the United Methodist Church 
launched its first annual lngathering 
at the State Fair Grounds in Little 
Rock. United Methodist churches 
raised $500,000 in cash and kind for 
distribution through such agencies as 
Heifer Project International , Soya 
Prod ucti on & Research Assoc., 
World Christian Relief Fund, and 
Church World Service. 

The following year, under the lead
ership of the Arkansas Interfaith Task 
Force, the event became the Arkan
sas Interfaith lngathering. Represent
ing the climax of year-round hunger 
relief activities and events conducted 
by local churches, hundreds of mem
bers from the participating denomina
tions met in Little Rock to report the 
results of their efforts, to learn more 
about the causes and possible re
sponses to world hunger, to visit 
displays disseminating information 
about the different agencies relating 
to hunger issues and programs, and 
to worship as one people of God. 

In 1979, the churches raised $750,-
000; in 1980, $1.1 million; and in 
1981 , $2.5 million. The United Meth
odist contribution has been $500,000 
each year. Each participating denom
ination designates the various local, 
state, national and international relief 
agencies to receive the contributions 
from its churches. 

Jerry D. Canada is Editor of the Arkansas 
Methodist/United Methodist Reporter. 
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Jazz Band , including " Amazing 
Grace" adorned with tuba solo . The 
Good Sam Singers completed the 
day's music. Their solo soprano, lead 
guitar, and choral response inter
twined on the gospel song, " O Happy 
Day." 

Music makes good food al I the more 
palatable . By selling dishes as interna
tional as the day, churches near the 
San Joaquin County Fairgrounds 
added to their mission budgets . Coor
dinator Taylor says the Chinese food , 
tortilla chips, burritos, and other culi
nary offerings were intended to har
monize with the whole event. A sign 
over one lunch counter proclaimed , 
" If there's not enough food, join the 
rest of the world ." 

"Suitable for Offering to God" 

Numerous organizations benefited 
from Cal-Nevada's largesse. The Heif
er Project International (HPI) com
manded most of the attention . Heifer 
Project, an Advance Special of the 
California-Nevada Conference, is an 
organization providing livestock to 
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poor farmers in the United States and 
abroad . 

HPI ships animals to destinations in 
the United States and abroad. It also 
provides technical services and train
ing in animal nutrition, pasture, devel
opment, disease control , selective 
breeding, and herd management and 
marketing. 

HPI says it performs its duties to 
" improve the nutrition and increase 
the resources of those most in need of 
freedom from hunger and the oppress
ion of poverty ." Heifer Project selects 
regions where food-producing ani
mals can convert waste bio-matter 
from poor quality land into protein 
without competing with humans for 
cereal grains. 

The conditions of receiving an HPI 
animal state that the recipient must 
share its first offspring with a neighbor. 
While Heifer staffers say the program 
enables people to augment their food 
supply, it also stimulates the farmer's 
financial strength . 

One of Heifer's biggest supporters is 
The United Methodist Church. United 
Methodists, says West Coast organizer 
Darrell Huddleston, will contribute 
more than $600,000 of HPl 's four
million-dollar budget in 1981 . Hudd
leston himself is a United Methodist 
pastor and former cattle rancher. 

Celebration Round Up 81 raised 
$42 ,000-worth of animals for Heifer 
Project. Huddleston says most of the 
28 cattle rounded up are bound for the 
Federation of Southern Co-Ops in Eps, 
Alabama. The 65 dairy goats elicited 
an endearment from a grandmother. " I 
think they' re sooo cute," she cooed. 
Four sheep blended their " baa's" in 
grateful response to children profer
ri ng hay. The sheep and loveable goats 
are destined for Java, Costa Rica, and 
Egypt. 

The Heifer organizer says his group 
has an 85 percent rate with its efforts. 
Local committees, comprised of agri
cultural missionaries and local ex
perts, supervise placement of HPI 
animals. At the university in Santa 
Cruz, Bolivia, Heifer now purchases 
cattle from a Foundation herd created 
by the Project in the past. Purchasing 
in the country of destination saves 
shipping costs of two dollars per 
pound . Huddleston quips, " We like 
(to ship) our animals small. " 

Each year the non-profit organiza
tion distributes an average of 150 
cattle, 275 goats, rabbits, chickens, 
and honey bees by the quarter-ton . 
Twenty-five percent of Heifer's pro
ceeds go to poor American farmers. 

(Below) Craft classes for children also 
taught lessons about world hunger. 
(Left) Easy access made it possible 
for people in wheel chairs to take part. 
(Bottom) Jim and Jean Strathdee played 
for the crowd. 
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Huddleston says Heifer workers are 
no strangers to the persecution pro
phesied by Jesus in the Beatitudes. 
Staffer Brian Steelman was deported 
from Guatemala after being threat
ened with death. Huddleston com
ments, " We don' t go out of our way to 
take a radical stance ... , (but) just by 
working with the poor we are a 
threat. " 

"You Shall be like a Watered Garden" 

Celebration Round Up 81 was more 
than money, preachers, and cattle in 
pens, however. The morning and 
afternoon were packed with work
shops and seminars. Old men in straw 
hats sprouting feathers joi ned octoge
narian ladies wearing shawls and kids 
in tennis shoes to learn about diverse 
hunger-related issues. 

Classes were on subjects as different 
as " The Impact of the Tri-Lateral 
Commission on the Third World " and 
" How to Work with the Media." There 
was also a puppet session for children 
and a clown mime of the death of 
democracy in Chile . Fearing that 
people would avoid the educational 
sessions to catch up with old friends, 
the Rev. Mr. Taylor says the Commit
tee's anxiety was allayed : " We were 
just very, very happy (with the level of 
participation in the workshops and 
semi nars)." 

As for the organizing Committee 
itself, Taylor confesses to a common 

sin , " I hate committee meetings in 
general ." But he qualifies his com
ment, adding, " meeting with these 
people was a thrill. " 

Asked if there would be a Celebra
tion Round Up 82, Taylor replies that 
the concept is based on a three-to
four-year schedule of local work lead
ing to the Conference-wide event. " I'd 
be delighted to work with the organiz
ing Committee again-in three years," 
he says . Citing the effort required , 
Taylor candidly states, " It takes ten 
people working their fannies off for 
more than a year (to make the Round 
Up work). " 

"Your Light will Rise in the Darkness" 

The enthusiasm resulting from those 
ten people's work was remarkable, 
considering the magnitude of the 
problem addressed . Dr. Haines quot
ed a Presidential Hunger Commission 
w"hich concluded that the capabilities 
exist to " banish world hunger in one 
generation," but, the Commission 
said , " We don' t know how to change 
people." 

Amidst colored balloons floating by 
strings from sticks, arms, and railings, 
Dr. Haines asked, " Do you believe 
that God can change people?" 

" Yes," came the reply from the 
crowd-positive but soft, implying, 
perhaps, some insecurity or even 
doubt about the answer. 

Bishop Wilbur Choy reassured the 
assembled multitude which was feel
ing the enormity of the matter by the 
end of the day, saying, " Any one of us 
and God makes a majority." Develop
ing his text from Isaiah 58 :6-11 and the 
parable of the mustard seed, Bishop 
Choy quoted the Asian proverbs, 
" Better to !ight one candle than to 
curse the darkness," and, " A 1000 
mile journey begins with the first 
step," to assure the church people that 
their efforts make a difference. He 
impelled the hunger fighters to con
tinue doing " something beautiful for 
God ." 

As the hunger fighters left the 
fairgrounds , an executive-looking 
man with a Minolta camera around his 
neck, sporting cowboy hat and boots, 
strolled away whistling the afternoon's 
final hymn, " This is My Song." In the 
overcast afternoon the light was in
deed beginning to shine like the 
dawn . • 

The Rev. John M . Kraps is Minister of the 
United Method ist Church of Soledad, 
California . 
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Creighton Lacy 

Praise to the Lord , who 
o'er all things so won
drously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His 
wings, yea, so gently sus
taineth ... . 

As the tightly-packed 
congregation sang, there 
were tears in many eyes: 
Americans who had left 

China thirty years before expecting 
never to return, Chinese who for 
fifteen years had given up hope of 
public, congregational worship. 

At the close of the service a choir 
member said to my wife: " I was in your 
glee club at the University thirty-three 
years ago. For the anniversary concert 
we sang, 'Listen to the Lambs." ' (see 
" Ju bi lee in Jeopardy," World Outlook, 
March, 1949). The chorus also sang on 
that occasion, as the old order col
lapsed around us and a new society 
struggled to birth: 

You mustwalkthis lonesome valley, 
You have to walk it by yourself: 
Nobody else can walk it for 

you .... Except Jesus. That student had 
remembered-and kept faith. 

In a former center of missionary 
activity this church had been reopened 
only seven months earlier. Leaders of 
the Christian Three-Self Patriotic Re
form Movement admitted they had not 
even known-during years of isolation 
and even persecution-that some 
twenty-five house churches continued 
to meet in that very city for Bible study, 
fellowship, and prayer. 

A few years earlier, before any 
church buildings had been reopened 
for worship, a former missionary 
sought for some childhood friends on a 
Sunday morning. She found a family 
gathering, some from fifteen miles 
away, who welcomed her emotional
ly. They did not say they had assem-

bled for worship; at that period in self-same one-time " missions Bu ild-
Chinese church history she did not ing," a miniature lnterchurch Center, 
dare ask. parcels of newly printed Bibles ready 

In 1980 I visited in two Christian to be shipped across the country . 
homes, one Catholic and one Method- Chinese Christians are first to admit 
ist, where friends declared frankly that that the supply is far from adequate for 
they had not resumed church atten- the demand . It will take time. But that 
dance even though services were once does not justify the flagrant violation of 
more being held . Perhaps they have law (reported belatedly last Septem-
been through too much suffering; ber) in attempting to "smuggle" US 
perhaps they fear that the official $6,000 ,000 worth of Bibles into 
policy of religious freedom could China. According to church leaders on 
easily be reversed again by a fickle, the spot, the operation (complete with 
unpredictable government; perhaps amphibious training in the Ph i lip-
their neighbors or fellow-workers sti ll pines) was not nearly as successful as 
treat Christians with suspicion or claimed. It could well jeopardize not 
ridicule. In any event, their devotion only Bible publication but other 
remains private and personal. church activities within China. In 

Once earthly joy I craved, sought addition, it infringes on the determina-
peace and rest: tion of Chinese Christians to conduct 

Now Thee alone I seek, give what is their own evangelism, their own cir-
best. culation of Scripture, their own reli-

This all my prayer shal l be : gious programs, without foreign inter-
More love, 0 Christ, to Thee, more ference . 

love to Thee. For more than thirty years the 
This is not to disparage in the Three-Self Movement has been the 

slightest the significance of open principal-sometimes the only visib le 
congregations and the resurgence of and recognized-agency of the 
faith and hope among Christians in Church in China. As its leaders em-
China and abroad. The resumption of phasize today, most Chinese Chris-
theological education in Nanjing (and tians support the principles of se lf-
elsewhere on a smaller scale), the support, se lf-government, and self-
establishment of a China Christian propagation . Never again should the 
Council seeking to unite believers Chinese Church be controlled by 
from many different traditions, the outside money or missionaries , 
exchange of church delegations be- churches or charities, however well-
tween China and the United States (not intentioned . The Gospel must be freed 
to mention representatives from the from the accusation of being a " foreign 
Christian Conference of Asia)-all religion ." That much is agreed . 
these inspire hymns of thanksgiving, In an effort to bring together, in w hat 
such as those we sang together : they call " a post-denominational 

Holy, Holy, Holy! though the dark- era," Protestants from many divergent 
ness hide Thee, traditions and confessions, differences 

Though the eye of sinful man Thy are bound to arise. Some of these are 
glory may not see.... admittedly personal or political. As in 

During the so-called Cultural Revo- war-time Japan, some leaders are 
lution (approximately 1966-19 76) criticized for " collaboration" with the 
thousands of Bibles in churches and government, for prospering while fel-
private homes were confiscated and low-Christians suffered hardship and 
destroyed. Some devout Christians even torture . Others are condemned 
reportedly copied down whole pas- for being theologically " liberal, " for 
sages of Scripture broadcast from espousing a Gospel which exalts 
outside the country at dictation speed, social welfare and human betterment 
in clandestine if not illegal radio above spiritual piety . Indeed, it might 
reception. be wel I for the China Christian Council 

We rejoice-and marvel-that, to distance itself more fully from the 
with the assistance of government Three-Self Movement, to minimize the 
printing presses and paper, Bibles and interlocking of activities and person-
Testaments are once again being nel . But these issues shou Id not be 
printed in China : 135,000 volumes in used-by Chinese or still less by 
1980, twice that number in 1981 Western friends-to undermine the 
according to church leaders, more in fragile but precious unity in Christ. 
1982. For twenty years my father If Christians in America had asimi lar 
served as General Secretary of the opportunity, like that of the Early 
American Bible Society in China . Church, to reformulate the meaning 
Imagine my thrill at seeing, in that and mode of sacraments, the prepara-
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tion and purpose of an ordained 
ministry, relationships among congre
gations within the country and with 
confessional or ecumenical bodies 
abroad, wou ld we demonstrate both 
unity and creativity? Would we bu ild , 
to the glory of God, one Church with 
one Faith , One Baptism, one truly 
shared Table? (Grass roots response to 
COCU , the Consultation on Church 
Union , does not offer much hope.) Yet 
that is the task to which Chinese 
Christians are addressing themselves. 
Repeatedly-when asked by con
cerned and affluent Americans , 
" What can we do to help?" -the reply 
came back, simply and sincerely, 
" Pray for us." 

We share each other's woes, each 
other's burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows the 
sympathizing tear. 

It flowed abundantly when, a year 
ago, we met our closest Chinese friend 
and colleague after more than three 
decades of separation. He had spent 
five years in prison, suspected of being 
a CIA agent, after having earlier been 
demoted to menial tasks and wages . 
Often he vowed to get even with the 
offic ial who most cruelly tormented 
him . But when, in the post-Mao era, 
he was rehabilitated and in a position 
to retaliate, he could not do so. "I 
know, " he told us, "that if the Gospel 
is to have any influence on this great 
land of China, it will not be through 
hatred and revenge, but by love and 
forgiveness." 

Every hymn we sang at those 
thrilling, crowded services in Chinese 
churches took on doubly poignant 
meaning. None more so than the first 
one quoted, which ends with a re
minder: 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can 
do 

If with His love He befriend thee. 

-,~ 
~ 

• 

The April issue will be the annual 
report of the General Board of Global 
Ministries . 

LETTERS 
"Zaire Report" 

" Zaire After 21 years" by Omar Lee 
Hartzler in the January, 1982 issue, makes 
dismal reading indeed. When one reads 
that " People who know claim that cond i
tions of rural life are worse than they were 
in the pre-colonial era more than a 
hundred years ago" one wonders what has 
happened . 

But the most disturbing aspect of the 
whole report is the belief that somehow or 
other money and personnel from the 
church overseas are the only th ings that 
will save the church in Zaire. 

Is it not time to re-evaluate our whole 
church program of giving in places such as 
Zaire? Where we have brought in techni
cians and airplanes and overseas schemes 
for developing the church , never mindful 
of the capabil ities of the people and the 
possibilities of the land? 

Whether or not we can supply the 
personnel and funds is not the hard 
question. The hard question is whether or 
not the church in Zaire-and elsewhere-
is going to surv ive as the people ' s 
church---or continue to be a mission 
dominated church . Unfortunately, too 
often the decision has been made by those 
whose jobs and careers depend on the right 
answer-and that inc ludes overseas mis
sionaries as wel I as national church 
leaders. 

(Rev.) George Fleshman 
Sterling, Ohio 

He was a missionary in Zimbabwe and 
Botswana from 1958-1975. 

"Exuding Credibility" 

Just finished the January NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK and wanted to drop a note 
while I thought of it. An especially good 
issue. 

It is packed full of helpful news-some 
of which I had not seen yet despite my 
access to news releases. It al I seemed 
particularly professional, fair-handed and 
exuding credibility. I am happy to be able 
to read so much material on human rights 
problems around the world . 

Tracy Early' s piece is wonderful. I also 
would single out Lacy's and the Bollwin
kel's pieces. The Naranjos1stclry certainl y 
raises a paradox for the church . The 
expressions of rel igious and pol itical re
pression in Cuba expressed in the story are 
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so far from the way Cuba is described to me 
by many GBGM people or from the way I 
found it during my week in Havana last 
spring. The article increased our informa
tion about the issue. It would be very 
helpful to see these confl icting attitudes 
about Cuba discussed in the same article 
some time. 

Roy Howard Beck 
Dallas, Texas 

He is an editor for the United Methodist 
Reporter. 

Reply to Mr. Megill 

It is about your May, 1981 issue. Sorry 
for this delayed reaction, but it only 
reached me a few days ago . I discovered 
that the Rev . George C. Megill , a United 
Methodist missionary in Brazil , quoted me 
twice in the section " Letters. " His com
ments appear with the title " Cry of my 
people." And I, hereby, ask your permis
sion to add my own cry against the th ings 
he says against me. I am not that bad. At 
least, not a liar, as this missionary declares: 

" Rubem Alves is simply guilty of a big 
lie, when he says that missionaries are the 
prime vehicles of cultural imperialism." 
No, he does not say that Rubem Alves 
made a mistake. He does not say that I 
made a wrong statement. He makes his 
point by calling me names. 

I tried very hard to remember where and 
when I made this statement. Once in a 
while one says a stupid thing. If I said or 
wrote that " missionaries are the prime 
vehicles of cultural imperialism, " I public
ly apologize and confess my error. But th is 
is not a lie. It is sheer nonsense. I never 
believed that missionaries are the prime 
vehicle of cultural imperialism. I never 
believed them to be that important and 
effective. Before missionaries I would list a 
number of agencies which are much more 
important, like TV, Hollywood movies, 
Reader's Digest, multinational corpora
tions, tourism, etc. 

But, on the other hand, I am convinced 
that cultural imperialism is almost always 
part of the hidden agenda of missionary 
work, both Protestant and Catholic . As a 
matter of fact al I missionary movements 
believed that cultures to be evangelized 
were inferior, pagan and based on super
stit ion . Convers ion from native to mission
ary gods brings with it a rupture with native 
culture and an adoption of a different one. 

Rev. Mr. Megill hits me again when he 
says that Mortimer Arias , a good friend of 
mine, is not on safe grounds as he quotes 
me, an outsider, and dismisses my aca
demic work as being a result of my bitter 
experiences with the Presbyterian Church . 

Resentment? Sadness? Obviously. My 
experiences with the Presbyterian Church 
were not sweet, indeed. But I believe that 
there is a tremendous amount of sadness in 
Jeremiah also. And in Jesus . And 
Luther ... According to the Rev. Mr. 
Megill people hurt by bitter experiences 
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are disqualified to speak. The prophets 
should not speak about the kings, Jesus 
should not speak about the pharisees, 
Luther shou Id not speak about the Roman 
Catholic Church ... 

If the Rev . Mr. Megill takes his point 
seriously I imagine that he does not read 
people who, being outsiders, have said 
things about our communities . But some of 
them, in spite of the stigma of being 
outsiders, are even intelligent: Freud , 
Marx, Nietzsche. It is a pity also that he 
does not read all the heretics . I like the 
heretics . And the reason for that is very 
simple . Christians believe that truth is 
always on the side of weakness . The 
heretics were those who, because of their 
weakness, were defined as heretics by the 
strong, who defined themselves as ortho
dox. 

The last point the Rev. Mr. Megill uses 
against me is something that old logicians 
called " ad hominem" argument: one does 
not attack the argument; one attacks the 
person . He cannot be right because ... 
he is black, he is a Jew, he is homosexual , 
he is communist, he is too young, he is too 
old , he is a heretic, he is an outsider, he 
speaks out of bitterness. No argument is 
right or wrong because of the person who 
presents it. Mr. Megill, ignoring this fact, 
believed to be making his poi nt by calling 
me names. 

Indeed, this kind of behavior infuriates 
me because it is void of charity . 

Rubem Alves 
Campinas SP 

Brazil 

He is a theologian in Latin America and 
has written on Protestants in Latin America . 

TOWARDS A WORLD THEOLOGY, by 
Wilfred Cantwell Smith. Philadelphia, 
1981 : The Westminster Press, 194 pages, 
$18.95 . 

Wilfred Cantwell Smith, professor of 
Comparative History of Religion at Har
vard and founder and director of the 
Harvard Centre for the Study of World 
Religions, is convinced that men and 
women within the world religions have 
come to the point in human history where 
it is not only possible but necessary to 
develop a theology about God that is 
inclusive of all the rel igions. 

A century and a half ago this was not 

poss ible . At that time Buddh ism was not 
even known to the western Christian 
churches. But today all of the world 
religions are in the world market places . 
For over a century scholars have been 
probing their interconnections. It is Smith 's 
conviction as a historian that there are 
authentic interconnections. He does not 
suggest that these world religions are alike 
or even resemble each other, or that a 
world rel igion is emergin g. But he does 
believe that with in these " rel igious his
tories" there are unmistakable intercon
nections that point to the presence of God 
in human history. 

The fable that the Russian writer Leo 
Tolstoi used to describe his convers ion is 
an illustration of how interconnected these 
rel igious histories are. In the 19th century 
Tolstoi in mid-life renounced fame and 
wealth to enter a life of asceticism , poverty 
and non-violence. The fable he used in his 
" Confessions" to describe his conversion 
was well known w ithin the Ru ssian 
churches. It was the fable of a man fleeing a 
beast, who falls into a well and is held from 
dropping into the jaws of a devouring 
dragon by cl inging to a bush . As he 
desperately clings to the bush, he notices 
that two mice, one white (day) and the 
other black (night) , are nibbling at the roots 
of the bush . The bush tastes sweet, but he 
recognizes that it will be only a matter of 
ti me before the roots wi 11 be severed and he 
will fall into the chasm below. Tolstoi 
thought that the origin of thi s fable was 
found in the lives of Christian saints. But, 
writes Sm ith, this was not the case . In the 
9th century the fable had entered the 
Christian tradit ion out of Islam where in 
Arabic it was widely known. Yet, on 
further study, one discovers that the fable 
came into the Muslim tradition from 
Buddhism, directly from the life of Gauta
ma Buddha. But the search does not end 
there. Long before Buddha was born, the 
fable had been a part of Hinduism. 

Once these interconnections are recog
nized , the responsibi lity on al I of the world 
rel igions is to discern their meaning. This 
calls for theological reflection . The only 
place where this can begin is from within 
our own religious history. For the Christian 
this is found in Jesus Christ and the trad ition 
of the churches. The author is a Christian . 
Whatever he has to share with others, he 
writes, comes out of his Christian religious 
experience. He has no intention of re
nouncing his Christian faith , but to ask out 
of his faith where " God the Father of the 
Lord Jesus Christ" is to be seen in the 
religious histories of the Hindu, the Bud
dhist, the Muslim and the Jew. 

If this is to be successful , it calls for 
" humane knowing," the development of 
the skills and sensitivity to understand how 
the Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim or Jew looks 
at the world. We do not have to agree with 
them or follow them. But it is important to 
understand where they are coming from , to 
know their scriptures and their poetry, and 
to be sensitive to what embarrasses them, 

gives them courage, and why they cry and 
laugh . 

For the author, Martin Buber, the Jewish 
scholar-theologian , is an ideal model. 
Buber made no attempt to preach to 
Christians or try to convert them . What he 
did was to help Christians learn out of his 
own Jewish experience of God and what 
God had meant to Martin Buber. Buber 
was no less a Jew when he included 
Christians in the " God-human relation
ships of the I-Thou," and in the process of 
doing this was moving in the direction of a 
world theology that transcended Judaism. 

As I read the book, I thought of some 
other contemporary writers who have been 
strugg ling theologically with the issues 
raised in th is book. One is Raymond 
Panikar, the Anglo-Indian Roman Catholic 
priest in Ind ia . Panikar writes that Chris
tians have no monopoly of goodness or 
religious truth . All of the world religions 
are as he sees them authentic ways of 
God's salvation. They have all experi 
enced the healing and saving presence of 
God . The perspective we need as Chris
tians , he writes, is to know that Christ is 
alive today w ith in these other world 
religions . His presence is hidden and 
unknown to them, but Christ is there. Our 
task as Christians is through love and 
prayer to help them discover in their own 
religious experience the presence of 
Christ. 

One cannot miss some of the dangers 
found for Christians on the road that the 
author is travelling. There is always the 
temptation of " watering down" or com
promising the scandal of the Christian 
gospel " that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself." Both Smith and 
Pani kar are aware of the dangers . As 
Christians they have no intention of being 
unfaithfu l to their religious history. But 
they believe the ri sk must be taken. In fact 
they wou Id say that it is the love of God 
seen in Jesus Christ that moves and 
compels them in the direction that they are 
going. 

I have problems with some of the 
conclus ions of this book, but I can see 
some very positive signs as well. If Sm ith is 
right that there are interconnections be
tween the religious histories of al l the 
world religions , then to discover them and 
affirm them may provide some clues as to 
how the human race will survive in the 
dangerous period of history that lies ahead. 
Furthermore, if we as Christians reall y 
believe Jesus is the Son of God, then the 
more open and respectfu l we are to the 
other world religions, the more likely it wi 11 

be that they wi 11 be able to recognize that 
the One to whom we turn to know God is 
where they might turn w ithin their own 
religious histories as well. 

Most of us can theologize a bit on how 
the Milky Way got where it is, but few of us 
have struggled theologically as to how the 
Bhagavad Vita came into ex istence and 
nourishes the lives of Hindus today. The 
author argues that difficult and perp lexing 
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as these issues are, they must be faced , and 
when the effort is made by all of us we are 
moving " towards a world theology" so 
essential to Christian faithfulness in the 
years ahead . 

Tracey K. Jones, Jr . 

Dr. Jones is the former general secretary 
of the UM General Board of Global 
Ministries. He now teaches miss ions at the 
Drew University Theological School. 

THE CASE FOR LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY, 
by Donald E. Miller. San Francisco, 1981 : 
Harper and Row, $9.95. 

In the Epilogue to th is sl im volume Miller 
says "i t is not easy to live as a liberal 
Christian ." In fact, today few persons even 
want to call themselves liberal Christians. 
In an era of growing conservatism, both in 
the church and in pol itics , it is increasingly 
difficul t to find the middle ground between 
agnosticism and conservative Christian ity . 

Mil ler's book is an outgrowth of his own 
search for that middle ground-his search 
for a way to express his faith. He affirms the 
need for all to partici pate in a community 
of faith and reminds us that " faith is a gift of 
God ." It is obvious that much Bible study 
and prayer went into the writing of this 
book. The very personal struggle of Dr. 
Miller is also apparent. 

Many of us will identify with Dr. Miller's 
struggle to reconci le his faith with our 
plural istic society. However, the value of 
this book goes much beyond the sharing of 
a personal journey. It is d ivided into three 
parts-Commitment Beyond Belief, Con
structing Christian Identity, and Christian 
Identity in Contemporary Society. The first 
part attempts to help us understand the 
differences in liberal and conservative 
Christian ity. It also points out some of the 
similarities and where both differ from 
agnosticism and/or humanism. 

"Constructing Christian Identity" makes 
a number of suggestions about the compo
nents of a Christian life-style and ways 
persons can incorporate these into their 
own lives. Miller also writes in this section 
about the need for spiritual discipline and 
Christian community. He discusses the 
need for and some methods of Christian 
Education to enable persons to live out 
their commitment in our pluralistic so
ciety. 

The final section of the book is a critique 
of the secularization of contemporary 
society. Miller lifts up the need for 
Christians to study and be aware of the 
world around them, but he also cautions 
them not to forget their Christian orienta
tion . " The liberal church has the opportu
nity to be a guiding light to the soc iety as a 
whole-if it can walk the tightrope of being 
open to the culture around it while 
remaining true to the insight that man is not 
sufficient unto himself. " The issue for 
liberal Christians is the same as for al I other 
Christians-not to be co-opted by the 
world. 

Beyond that comes the need for individ
uals to be willing to "walk the tightrope" 
referred to above. Only when persons have 
struggled on an intensely personal journey 
to a new awareness of God and God's will 
for their lives is that tightrope walking 
poss ible. 

This is a valuable book for persons who 
consider themselves liberal Ch ristians, but 
it is also valuable for all other Christians 
who are grappling with their faith . It is 
unfortunate that it is written in a very 
academic manner because many who 
would benefit from it will not look beyond 
its big words and intellectualizing. Dr. 
M i I !er' s journey can give others the needed 
push to move out on a journey which can 
be just as personally fulfilling as his . 

Sally Curtis AsKew 

Sally As Kew is a United Methodist minister 
w ho lives in Cleveland, Georgia, and is a 
board member of the GBGM. 

THE TEARS OF LADY MENG, A Parable of 
People's Political Theology, by C. S. Song. 
Geneva, 1981: World Council of 
Churches, 66 pages, $3 .95. Distributed in 
U.S. by Friendship Press, New York. 

This slim little book by the former 
Principal of Taina n Theological College, 
Taiwan, who is now on the staff of the 
World Council of Churches, uses an 
ancient Chinese folk tale as a spri ngboard 
for a d iscussion of the realities of power in 
our world and of the transformi ng power of 
Jesus Christ, bringi ng life out of death. 
" Powerlessness ca n transform into power
fulness through the power of tears, that is, 
the power of love and tru th," w rites M r. 
Song. This is an expanded version of a 
lecture the author gave last year in 
Bangalore, Ind ia, and is an intriguing 
fusi on of Christian reflection and ancient 
Asian folk wisdom. 

Drawi ngs by the Brazi lian Christian 
art ist Claud ius Ceccon add to the book's 
overall appeal as a discussion starter. 

(C.E.B .) 
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MAKE PLAY TIME MORE FUN 
In the rural area of Villa De Suchitlan of Cortazar, Mex ico husbands and 
wives work long hours in the fields to provide for their families . 
Their job, however, creates a need for care for younger children. Without 
a ch ild-care center, parents must take the ir ch ildren with them into the 
f ie lds. 
Last year t he Social Center in Cortazar opened a kindergarten center , 
attracting more than 150 children- far beyond the Center 's capacity . 
Funds are needed to provide equipment and materials for this new, over
crowded kindergarten at the Center. 

Your gift today will improve some child 's future . 
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THE llOYl•G 
Fl•GER WRITES 

PLANS ANNOUNCED FOR 
PHILADELPHIA UMW ASSEMBLY 

International authorities on families 
and children , the nuclear threat, fu
turology and human rights are sched
uled to address 9,000 women attend
ing the United Methodist Women's 
Assembly in Philadelphia April 29-
May 2. 

The church's first woman bi shop, 
Marjorie S. Matthews of the Wisconsin 
Area , wi 11 preach and celebrate Holy 
Communion at the opening servi ce the 
evening of April 29 . Her sermon will 
introduce the theme : " Christ Our 
Hope-the Journey Our Life." 

To help participants look at the 
world as it is, a panel will discuss 
" Critical Issues Impacting the l!ives of 
Women and Children ." Speakers are 
Lucille Mair, adviser on women 's 
development for the United ations 
Children 's Fund (UNICEF), and Helen 
Caldicott, a Boston pediatrician who 
heads Physicians for Social Responsi 
bi I ity , an organization concerned 
about medical implications of nuclear 
weapons. 

Mrs. Mair, a Jamaican , was former 
secretary-general of the World Confer
ence of the U. N . Decade for Women . 
In 1977 she chaired the General 
Assembly's Third Committee (Social , 
Humanitarian and Cultural ). Dr . Cal
dicott, an Australian , helped organize 
protests against French atomic tests in 
the Pacific . Coming to this country, 
she taught pediatrics at Harvard Medi
cal School but resigned to devote time 
to making the public aware of " nucle
ar madness. " 

Dr. Hazel Henderson, economist 
and futurist, will give a keynote 
address on reaching out in faith to the 
future . She is the author of " Creating 
Alternative Futures" and " The Politics 
of the Solar Age." 

Bible study will be led by the Rev. 
Letty Russel I, associate professor of 
theology at Yale University Divinity 
School and author of numerous books 
and articles . 

Two storytellers w i ll ass ist w ith the 
study. The Rev. Mortimer Arias, for-

ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATION OVERSEES AID IN POLAND 
Workers with the Polish Ecumenical Council (PEC) remove bags of powdered milk from 
a truck in Warsaw. The food, part of a relief effort mounted by church agencies since 
martial law was enacted, is being distributed by PEC volunteers throughout the 
crisis-riddled country. The aid includes supplies provided by a one million dollar appeal 
by Church World Service (including $250,000 raised by UMCOR). 

mer bishop of the Methodist Church in 
Bolivia , now teaches at the School of 
Theology at C laremont (Cali f.) . 
Dorothy L. Brown is chief of surgery at 
Riverside Hospital in Nashville, Tenn . 
Both are described as " present-day 
pilgrims who have ri sked , dared 
greatly and inspired others." They will 
tell their storie s as contemporary 
expressions of God 's word . 

A ve ritable smorgasbord of interest 
groups is offered . The 81 topics range 
from " Constructive Confl ict Work
shop" to " The Difference Between 
Capitalism , Sociali sm and Commu
nism." Several deal with rac ism, 
theology, human ri ghts, energy and 
education. Each parti c ipant will be 
allowed to attend two. 

Ruth Daugherty of Reading, Pa ., 
president of the United M ethodi st 
Women ' s Di vis ion , and Th eressa 

Hoover of New York City, general 
secretary of the divisi on , w i ll conclude 
the assembl y Sunday morn ing wi th a 
dialogue sermon on " Continui ng the 
Journey : The Future as W omen in 
M iss ion ." 

" At a time when many of the issues 
we are conce rned about are being 
pushed into the bac kground, the 
theme of hope is especia ll y appropri
ate fo r thi s assembly," said Ms. 
Daugherty. " It seems to strike a spark 
among the people I have talked with. 

" W ome n espec ia l ly realize we 
need a bas is from w hich to act, and our 
fai th is th at basis . Life is full of the 
unexpected w hen it comes to the 
journey, even when one has made 
prev ious preparations . 

" Al so I sense women's need to 
come together so they won 't fee l 
isolated and alone. In talking about the 
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Assembly with local grou ps, I f ind 
people get excited upon lea rni ng there 
w ill be 8,000 or 9,000 women pres
ent. They want to experience the 
commun ity we tal k about in United 
Methodist Women. 

" Last ly the presence of women from 
other countries representing the la rger 
commun ity wi ll be important. I have 
found eagerness to relate to women 
throughout the world in our common 
difficul t ies but espec ial ly in our per
sonhood," she stated. 

Each of the 73 annual conference 
delegations has been asked to bring 
th ree things to the assembl y: a loaf of 
homemade bread to be used in the 
commun ion serv ice, the speciall y de
signed communion chal ice given to 
the annua l conference at the 1978 
Assembly, and a colorful banner to be 
carr ied in the opening procession . 
Banners can il lustrate the assembly 
theme, the 1 00-year history of women 
in mission or the focus of the assembly. 

All members of United Methodist 
W omen can parti cipate in the event 
through the assembly offering. This 
wi ll ass ist women in their pilgrim 
journey " as they ri sk reaching out 
toward se lf- reli ance." Indi v idual s 
around the world can apply for a grant 
not to exceed $1 ,000. Forty percent of 
the money wi 11 be used in other parts of 
the world , 60 percent with in the U.S. 

Women 's assemblies take place 
every four years and are open to every 
member of United Method ist Women . 
The iast assembly was in Louisville, 
Ky. (UMNS) 

CHURCHES ASKED TO PRESS 
ASYLUM FOR REFUGEES 

A broad coalition of Chri stian lead
ers has asked church bodies to press 
the Reagan administration to liberalize 
its policies toward refugees from Haiti 
and El Salvador . 

Their proposals coincided with 
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42 
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Dr. Sam uel DuBois Cook, president of Dillard University, 
reports to the college presidents and public relations officers : 
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publication in the Washington Post of 
a report that the Un ited Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees believes 
that U.S. refusal to grant asylum to 
people fleeing El Salvador violates 
international agreements . 

Some 200 leaders of denominations 
affiliated with the National Council of 
Churches called for the immediate 
release and resettlement of the 3,200 
Haitians detained in the United States. 
They also asked for an end to interdic
tion of Haitian refugees on the high 
seas . 

The church leaders also deplored 
the United States' refusal to grant 
asylum to Salvadorans fleeing vio
lence engendered by the civi I war 
there and urged their member 
churches to : 

-Ask Congress and the administra
tion to end all economic and military 
aid to the government of El Salvador; 

-Urge the Immigration and Natu
ralization service to grant Salvadorans 
asylum " until they can return to El 
Salvador without fear of persecution ;" 

-Urge Amnesty International to 
assess the situation of Salvadoran 
refugees in camps near the Salvadoran 
border and those detained in the 
United States; 

-Demand that the INS allow regu
lar access to detention facilities to 
assure that the detainees' legal rights 
and physical needs are respected . 

Behind U.S . dealings with Haitians 
and Salvadorans, another resolution 
asserted , were " political , economic, 
and foreign policy expediencies," 
rather than conformity to " interna
tional and domestic law. " 

The recommendations were ac
cepted unanimously by participants in 
the NCC-sponsored " Consultation on 
Immigrants, Refugees and Migrants. " 

The United Nations report said that 
only one of 6,000 Salvadorans arrest
ed for entering the United States 
illegally last year was granted asylum, 
and none was allowed to stay tempo
rarily in this country for humanitarian 
reasons. 

It concluded that " this would ap
pear to be the result of a deliberate 
policy established by the U .S. author
ities in Washington ." Such a policy, 
marked by the " apparent failure (of the 
U .S. government) to grant asylum to 
an y significant number of Salva
dorans, coupled with a large-scale 
forc ible and voluntary return to El 
Salvador, would appear to represent a 
negation of its responsibilities" under 
U .N. agreements, the report sa id . 

It ma intained that " all undocu-
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mented Salvadorans, like Mexicans, 
are presumed to be illegal immigrants 
and therefore deportable, without tak
ing into consideration the pol itica I 
conditions currently occurring in their 
homeland ." 

Participants in the CC consulta-
tion concluded that part of the prob
lem is a lack of c lear policy governing 
asylum. Among the more " disturbing 
results," of this vacuum, they said , is 
the recent recision of asylum granted 
Ethiopians who fled war, food short
ages and oppression in their country . 
Richard D . Vine, director of the State 
Department Bureau for Refugee Pro
grams, who spoke at one session of the 
consultation , was called upon to 
defend the policy shift. 

He said, "We don 't send people 
back if there's a raging war going on." 

" So what about El Salvador? What 
more of a raging war could you require 
to allow refugee status? " asked 
Thomas Bentz of the interreligious 
Joint Strategy and Action Committee 
after the session in a response that 
seemed typical of the sentiment stirred 
by the officia l' s po licy explanation. 

Mr. Bentz also attacked the legal 
distinctions that are made between 
economic and political refugees, de
claring that " economic refugee limits 
just do not hold up when political 
oppression and corruption have de
stroyed the economies in Haiti , El 
Salvador and more and more countries 
and driven their people out." 

Attempts to develop a workable 
national policy have stalled in Con
gress because there is no consensus 
among legislators, and because sig
nals from the White House are con
fusing, he said. 

Where confusion reigns , the church 
must be an advocate for the homeless, 
said United Methodist Bishop James 
Armstrong, president of the CC. 

He complained that current public 
policy was to make the "secure more 
secure at the expense of the insecure" 
and challenged church leaders to 
make the church of Jesus Christ " a 
service center, a reconciler, a haven 
and a sanctuary for refugees," and an 
advocate for their cause " where pol icy 
at any level is being formed. " 

Carl F. eilson , a World Council of 
Churches refugee official, said " the 
time may be ripe to use more fully the 
good offices of the World Council to 
press for fair treatment of Haitians in 
the U.S." 

(Melinda Gipson , R S) 

MO RAL MAJORITY OFFICER 
ATTACKS ARMSTRONG, UMC 

The national sec retary of Moral 
Majority recently called United Meth
odist Bishop James Armstrong an 
anti-Christ and socialist and said the 
Methodist Church opposes capitalism. 

The Rev . Greg Dixon , pastor of the 
Indianapolis Bapti st Temple, made his 
comments in a newspaper interview 
which was a follow-up to an article in 
Penthouse magazine in which Mr. 
D ixo n said communists preached 
from many pulpits in America . The 
article was circulated by United Press 
International and was carried in many 
newspapers across the nation. Bishop 
Armstrong, also of Indianapoli s, is the 
president of the National Council of 
Churches. 

" When I say Dr. Armstrong is a 
socialist," Mr. Dixon said, " all I' m 
saying is he and the Methodist Church 
and the National Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches in 
their stated policies ... have been on 
the side of the socialization of the 
wor ld. They have been on the side of 
the redistribution of the wealth. They 
have been on the side opposing the 
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free economic system of finances. 
They' re on record as opposing capital
ism." He said he called Bishop Arm
strong an anti-Christ because " he 
doesn 't believe in the bodily resurrec
tio'l of Chri st. " 

In response to the attack, Bishop 
Armstrong said: " When a brother in 
Christ misrepresents another person 
whom he does not know, it saddens 
me . Mr. Dixon does not know me. 
Obviously, he does not know the 
National Council of Churches of 
Christ . 

" A broken world shou Id not be 
further divided by religious zealots . I 
have sought to be faithful to Christ and 
open to the Holy Spirit. I pray I wi 11 
continue to do so . In the meanwhile, I 
trust the wounds will be healed and 
offer myself in any ministries of 
reconci I iation. " 

He said the ational Council " tries 
to bring hope and freedom in Jesus 
Christ to people around the world
freedom from hunger, from want, from 
illiteracy, from bondage. " 

Bishop H . Ellis Finger, Knoxville, 
Tenn ., president of the Council of 
Bishops, said Mr. Dixon 's attacks were 
" astonishing" and that he " obviously 
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has no knowledge of or acquaintance the Lual aba River through orth 
withthose partsoftheSocial Princi pl es Shaba, which has experienced the 
of the United Methodist Church which majority of cases . The disease has also 
state the church's posi tion on 'the been reported on the outskirts of 
economic comm un ity.' " Lubumbashi , he said . 

" W ithout such knowl edge, Mr . At least one Methodist pastor died 
D ixon's charges are absurd," Bishop from cholera . He was Pastor Sa ika in 
Finger continued. " If he does have the town of Kikondja on the rive r. 
some acquaintance with the church's As a result of insistent pleas from 
posi tion , his charges are unconsciona- United Methodi st Bishop Ngoy Wa-
ble ." kadilo of orth Shaba Area, Church 

" United Methodist Chri stians have World Service, the relief arm of the 
an admirable trad ition of showing National Council of Churches USA, 
genuine compassion for the poor as rushed several tons of medici nes to 
did our Lord . Even as they seek to Shaba . Since transportation is ve ry 
allevia te the causes of human suffe r- difficult in this area, the United 
ing, church members have a worthy Methodi st Committee on Relief and 
record in their attempts to be good the Wor ld Divi sion contributed a tota l 
stewards of God 's materia l gifts . of $33 ,000 to buy airplane fuel, which 

" All human systems are under had to be imported by tankcar from 
God 's judgment even as all humans South America . Missionary pilots flew 
are objects of his redeem ing love. the supplies into the affected areas. 

" United Method ists rejoice to join Missionary personnel meriting spe-
with all authentic Chri stian believers cial thanks, according to Dr. Hartz ler, 
in faithfulness to sacred trust. " include pilots Stan Ridgeway, 0 . 

(UM S) Lowell Wertz and Dan Hammon; 
doctor5 Bruce Obenshain and Mbuya ; 

CHOLERA EPIDEMIC and Methe Rasmussan and many other 
CONFIRMED IN ZAIRE nurses and auxiliaries working in 

After weeks of silence, the Zaire miss ion dispensa ries. The Rev . R. 
government has finally acknowledged Ward Williams, treasurer of the Zaire 
the existence of a cho lera epidemic in Methodist Church and assistant to the 
eastern Zaire . (See Mission Memo, bishop, served on the governor's 
Jan . 82) According to reports reaching commission on the cholera epidemic 
United Methodist sources, several and forwarded requests for assistance 
thousand people have died. to the U.S. church . 

The United Method ist Church and Newspaper clippings from Lubum-
the Roman Catholic Church we re the bashi indicate distribution of medi-
first organizations to respond with cines w as assigned to a mixed com-
medical supplies, long before the mittee in Luena composed of the 
international community became medical director of the Gecami nes 
aware of the disaster. hospital , Mr. Wertz, Methodist D is-

Martin Hartog, a United Methodist trict Superintendent Ngoy Nshimaba 
educational missionary in Mulungwi- and Father Vincent of the Roman 
shi, Zaire, who came home to Mt. Catholic Church . 
Vernon , N.Y. , on compassionate The Shaba daily paper Mjumbe 
leave Jan. 25 , confirmed that the indicated the government has pub li-
government had issued an acknowl- cized bas ic hygen ic measures and sent 
edgment. teams of doctors to work with those 

" When I got off the plane in already in the area . The hea lth pre-
Brussels, I was handed a card saying I ca utions were also announced from 
had just come from an area ex- the pulpits of Shaba churches . 
periencing a cholera epidemic and In some areas the epidemic is 
advising me to seek medical assi stance beginning to decline, accordi ng to Dr. 
if I noticed any symptoms," he sa id . Duvon Corbitt, executive secretary for 

Mr. Hartog also reported that Zam- overseas medical work of the United 
bia had closed its border to anyone Methodist Board of Global Ministries . 
coming from Zaire . " Every morning But the disease is constant ly reaching 
we heard on the radio reports on the new areas, he said . 
number of new cases in different Dr. Corb itt was especia lly gratified 
areas," he added . by the recognition given to United 

The epidemic started in Tanzania Methodist relief efforts in the newspa-
and came across Lake Tanganyi ka , per accounts . It was Dr. Corbitt who 
according to Omar Hartzler of the first brought news of the cholera 
World Division 's Africa Team in New epidemic to the U .S. after he discov-
York. From there it spread by rail and ered its presence on a routine visit to 

Shaba m1 ss1 on stations in late o-
vember. 

(UMNS) 

GCOM RAISES QUESTIONS 
ABOUT TV CAMPAIGN 

Questions about United Method
ism's Television Presence and Ministry 
campaign , recently posed by the 
executive committee of the General 
Cou nci I on Ministries, have been 
answered by the Rev . Curtis A . Cham
bers, Dayton , Ohio, staff executive for 
United Methodist Communications . 

In a three-page letter mai led Jan . 29, 
Dr . Chambers responds to concerns 
raised by the co mm ittee, sayi ng 
" mytho logies" have developed about 
what the General Confe rence did and 
did not do . 

The executive comm ittee of the 
communications agency will not be 
able to respond collectively to the 
GCOM concerns until it meets March 
13 . However, Dr. Chambers says, 
" Because these questions were ci rcu
lated to the news med ia, I am maki ng 
an immediate and brief personal re
sponse." 

The fou r concerns raised by the 
GCOM committee were: 
*Using annual conference structures 
and " fair-share goa ls" fo r fund-raisi ng 
when General Conference legislation 
specified that " no quotas or goals wi ll 
be assigned to any juri sd iction, area, 
conference , district or loca l church." 
*Deployment of the UMCom staff to 
work in the campaign w hen legis lation 
said "spec ial campaign staff w ill be 
secured so that present staff is not 
diverted from their regular benevo
lence interpretation tasks." 
*Use of World Service funds to help 
pay campaign expenses w hen General 
co nference legislatio n sai d "No 
money will be req uested from regular 
benevo lence funds or from the World 
Service Fund." 
*Req uest fo r a " description of the 
package we are being asked to buy" 
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when the pr imary strategy adopted by 
the General Conference was to pur
chase a commercia l te lev ision station 
for the purpo e of provid ing income 
and produci ng programs. 

Con cern ing annual con ference 
fund-ra isi ng efforts, Dr . Chambers 
agrees that Genera I Con ference pro
hibited the assignment of quotas to 
annua l conferences and other units in 
the church and denies that any quotas 
have been ass igned to anyone. While 
some annual conference leaders have 
determ ined goals and shares for the ir 
own campa igns, Dr . Chambers says 
the on ly goal wh ich UMCom has held 
before the church is the $25 mill ion 
approved by the General Conference. 

Dr . Chambers says fund-rai sing 
directors first attempted to work out
side regular channels in the church , a 
process which met with resistance 
from both laity and clergy, and " sim
ply did not work." Closer coordination 
was then sought with bishops and 
conference leadership, a move which 
Dr. Chambers says is consistent with 
the fund-ra ising document approved 
by the General Conference. A guide
line in that document says the cam
pa ign director " will work closely with 
leadership of the de no mi nation" at the 

variou s level s. The approved cam
pa ign strategy al so says the campaign 
w ill " organ ize comm ittees and teams 
on a regional basis by televi sion 
markets or by conferences and dis
tricts." 

" It is my interpretation that annual 
conferences as the basic units of the 
denomination , together with their 
leadership, may themselves determine 
how they wish to relate to the ... 
fu nd raising efforts," Dr. Chambers 
says. Several annual conferences have 
already launched campaigns . The first 
campaign was recently launched by 
the two conferences in Georgia with a 
goal of $1 million . 

Regarding the use of UMCom staff, 
Dr . Chambers says it was always the 
intention to use some staff in the 
campaign " si nce television is a part of 
the agency's ongoing responsibilities 
and the guidelines approved by Gen
eral Conference called for ' in-house 
direction ' ." 

Staff members of UMCom's Divi
sion of Program and Benevo lence 
Interpretation have not been involved 
in the fund-raisi ng effort, according to 
Dr. Chambers. 

Since part of the disci plinary man
date for UMCom expenditure of World 

Service money is for television, Dr . 
Chambers argues that some expendi
ture of World Service funds is appro
priate . " Were the Nationa l Television 
Presence and Ministry project to be 
stopped , repayment of funds ad
vanced from GCFA (General Counc il 
on Finance and Administration) for 
promotion wou Id have to come from 
these World Service dollars, " he says . 
" Only as the campaign succeeds will 
monies temporarily forwarded from 
World Service be made ava ilable for 
repayment to UMCom for use in other 
aspects of the church 's communica
tion programs." 

Dr. Chambers emphasizes that the 
objective of the campaign has not 
changed " to enable the United Meth
odist Church to have an effective 
presence and ministry in television ." 
While a major strategy to achieve this 
objective was station ownership, Dr. 
Chambers says the state of the industry 
has been in such turmoi I since General 
Conference that the steering commit
tee decided to clarify its pol icy before 
beginning fund-raising in September. 
That clarification, sayi ng that station 
ownership was only one of several 
options, was read by Dr. Chambers at 
the GCOM meeting last November. 

FORWARD LOOKING 
THEN AND NOW 
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Three GCOM members serve on the 
TV campaign's steeri ng committee. 

The $25 million fu nd is to be used as 
fo llows : $15 million for a revo lving 
program fund to develop and prod uce 
programs; $4 .5 million for satel li te 
network; $1 million for production 
equipment in the Nashvi lle UMCom 
stud io; $2 mill ion for grants to help 
regional , annual conference, district 
and local church programs and sys
tems; and $2.5 mill ion to cover 
campaign costs. 

" Under great hand icaps and ex
treme fi nanci al pressu res , we are 
earnestl y strivi ng tofu lfi 11 the actions of 
the General Conference, " Dr . Cham
bers said in his letter. " We do this not 
fo r any propr ietary interests of United 
Methodist Communicati ons, although 
th is agency carr ies the fi nanc ial ac
countabi lity, but on behal f of the 
United Method ist Church. We wou ld 
welcome a supporti ve and problem
sol vi ng stance in this effort from the 
executive comm ittee of GCOM." 

(UMNS) 

SITUATION IN POLAND 
AROUSES CHURCH GROUPS 

U nited Methodi st b is hops have 
cal led upon the U .S. government " to 
exert every reasonable influence and 
to appl y every political and economic 
measure at its command" to aid the 
people of Poland in achievi ng freedom 
and sel f-determination . 

Sayi ng that " the moral conscience 
of humankind is deeply aggrieved that 
the recent str ikes for freedom in Poland 
have been crushed ," the Counc i l of 
Bishops Executi ve Committee also 
urged United Method ists to respond 
generously to the United Methodist 
Comm ittee on Relief appeal for $250,-
000 in aid to the Polish peop le: 

" The world cannot stand idl y by in 
this critica l hour," sa id the nine 
bishops attend ing the session Jan . 28 . 
" Let us do all in ou r power to bring 
peace into the hearts and the homes of 
the people of Poland ." 

The bishops urged private agencies 
suppl yi ng food , medical supplies and 
cloth ing " to do so w ith supreme 
vi gilance to guarantee that these ma
ter ial s reach the people for whom they 
are intended . The humanitarian ac
ti ons of well-meaning and concerned 
Americans should not be permitted to 
be subve rted to the interests of the 
repress ive regime" in Poland . 

W hi le stating that recent signals may 
indicate that some of the worst ex
cesses of the Poli sh government " may 
be eased," the bi shops expressed 

outrage at recent developments there. 
" The imposit ion of marti al law , the 

incarceration of popul ar leaders, the 
muzzling of the med ia, the manipula
tion of food di stribution, the crack
down on the Sol idarity un ion, the 
curbs on the Catholi c Church are 
examples of totalitarian excesses that 
seek to turn the clock backwards in 
Poland," they said . 

Bishop H . Elli s Finger Jr ., presi dent 
of the Counc il of Bishops, w as one of 
14 rel igious leaders invited to meet 
w ith U .S. Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig in Washington on Jan . 18 fo r an 
off-the-record discussion of the crisis 
in Poland and the role of the churches. 
Also attending that meeting was Bi sh
op James Armstrong of Indiana in hi s 
capacity as president of the National 
Council of Churches. 

In a related development, Canadian 
and United States church leaders 
concerned about human rights, during 
their f irst joint meeting, condemned 
the imposition of martial law in Poland 
and asked their governments to renew 
their comm itments to the Helsinki 
human rights review process. 

Meeting in a joint " Consultation on 
Human Rights in National Policies, " 
37 representatives of U.S. churches 
and chu rch-related human rights or
ganizations met with 30 of their 
Canadian counterpart s January 
31-February 2. 

Sponsor o f the event was the 
Churches' Human Rights Program for 
the Implementation of the Helsinki 
Final Act. This program brings together 
the Canadian Counci I of Churches, the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. and the Confer
ence of European Churches for coop
erat ion on a broad range of human 
rights issues. 

The message addressing the impo
sition of martial law in Poland was 
adopted and sent to Canadian and 
U.S. representatives to the Helsinki 
Review Conference that was sched
uled to reconvene in Madrid, February 
9. 

Meanwhile in Poland, for the first 
time in history, Protestant church 
serv ices were broadcast over Polish 
State Radio the evening of Jan . 24. 

Thi s news was reported by the 
general secretary of the Poli sh Ecu
menical Counc i l, the Rev. Zdzislaw 
Pawlik, at a news conference in the 
lnterchurch Center in New York Jan . 
27. The council is composed of eight 
non-Roman Catholic denominations 
including the Methodist Church . Its 
presi dent is a Method ist, Witold Ben-
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edyktowicz. 
Mr. Paw lik said plans are under way 

for the PEC member churches plus the 
Adventi sts and the Jew ish commun ity 
to share in the once-a-week broad
casts. 

Two weeks ago the state rad io 
reinstated the practi ce of broadcasting 
a Roman Cathol ic servi ce on Sunday at 
9 a.m., he said . This was one of the 
concessi ons originall y won by Sol idar
ity, the independent trade union . 
When the PEC made a similar request 
it was refused . However, the broad
cast was granted in an agreement 
si gned Jan . 23. 

While express ing appreciation to 
American church and aid agencies 
who have sent food and clothing to 
Poland, Mr. Pawlik was critical of the 
U.S. government for invoking sanc
t ions prohibiting government aid . 

The ecumenical counci I distributes 
all relief supplies donated by Protes
tant churches in Europe and North 
Amer ica . He expressed special appre
ciation to Church World Service, the 
rel ief arm of the National Council of 
Churches, for a recent shipment of 
medical supplies including water 
purification tablets. 

" Our situation is getting worse 
because of the winter and because 
various governments are w ithholding 
aid ," said Mr. Pawlik. The next six 
months until the harvest will be the 
most difficult. 

" We had a good harvest last year but 
now must use all our grain to keep the 
cattle alive," he explained . The stop
ping of maize shipments has " killed 
poultry production . The chickens are 
somewhere between a sparrow and a 
nightingale," he reported . One-third 
of the country's meat comes from 
poultry. 

" Fortunately the European coun
tries have a different view about 
stopping shipments," he added . 

The ecumenical official said " in 
principle" he was of the same opinion 
as the Roman Catholic bishops on the 
current situation in Poland . " We keep 
the line we expressed before Dec . 13 
(when martial law was declared): we 
need a national agreement includ ing 
all important groups in society to get 
out of the crisis-churches, political 
parties, trade unions and government 
people ." He expressed his belief that 
the reforms originated in 1980 will be 
continued . 

M r. Pawlik, 53 , is vice-president of 
the Baptist Union on Poland and 
former principal of the Baptist Semi
nary in Warsaw. (UMNS, NCC) 
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A NEW BIBLE STUDY OF HEBREWS 

Outside the Gate: A Study of the Letter to the 
Hebrews (#4061) by Roy I. Sano is the basic book for a 
stirring spiritual growth study of Hebrews in 1982-83. The 
letter to the Hebrews deals with the nature of Jesus Christ 
and Christian identity. It was written in a time of rapid 
change. Christians seemed to be drifting from Jesus Christ 
back to earlier revelations of divine action in the Jewish 
tradition. 

According to the Letter to the Hebrews, Christians are 
always to be on the move ... going voluntarily into a kind 
of exile ... becoming strangers and sojourners while 
doing God's will "outside the gate" of the mainstream of 
society. Roy I. Sano examines this theme and its meaning 
for the original audience and for Christians today. Hebrews 
13:12-14 inspired the title. 

The author is an ordained minister of The United 
Methodist Church and teaches theology and Pacific and 
Asian American ministries at Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley, California. Available in April ; sale price, $1 .50. 

Hebrews Slide Set (#4083) . 20 color slides and script. 
The theme is the nature of faith as it is described in the 
Letter to the Hebrews. Included are slides of traditional and 
modern art of Jesus, Moses, Abraham and Sarah and 
contemporary situations. $7.50. 

SERVICE CENTER, 
7820 READING ROAD 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45237 

Please send me: 

_Outside the Gate (#4061) by Roy I. Sano. $1 .50. 
_ Hebrews Slide Set (4083) . $7.50. 
_ How to Study the Bible (4035) By K. H. Ting . $1 .95. 
__ Total 

Postage and handling required. Add to order: 
Sale Items, total order: $3.00 or less, add 75e; $3.01---$10, add 15% of order; 
$10.01---$25, add 10%; Over $25, add 5% of order; If billing Is requested, $1.50 billing 
lee Is added. 

Name----------------~ 

Address---------------~ 

------------- Zip----

NWO/Mr 

Outside 
the Gate 

A STUDY OF THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 

Roy I.Sano 

BIBLE STUDY FROM CHINA 

How to Study the Bible (#4035) by K. H. Ting helps us 
view the Bible through non-western eyes. K. H. Ting is 
president of the newly-formed China Christian Council and 
president of Nanking Theological Seminary. He wrote his 
book to introduce and popularize Biblical study among a 
younger generation of Christians in the Peoples Republic 
of China. Bishop Ting takes a devotional approach and 
writes with a simplicity of expression. His perspectives on 
Scriptures can deepen our understanding of the Bible. A 
Friendship Press book. $1 .95. 
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FOR INSIDE REPORTING ON ffilSSION 
Read New World Outlook 
You might not be able to bring 

a person-in-mission to your church 
as often as you'd like. But month-by
month you can get firsthand reports 
on the global ministries of United 
methodism and its ecumenical linkages 
in the pages of your mission magazine, 
New World Outlook. 

SUBSCRIBE TO NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 

D One-year subscription to New World Outlook, $7. 
D Two-year subscription to New World Outlook, $13. 
D One-year in combination with Response, $13. 
D Two-years in combination with Response, $25. 

Address-----------

City ___________ _ 

State------- Zip __ _ 

Send with check to: Service Center, 7820 Reading 
Road, Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 

NWO/Mr. 

April Issue is the 1981 ANNUAL 
REPORT of the General Board 
of Global ffiinistries. 
Features include a message from the 
General Secretary. highlights and 
photos of the work of each division and 
work unit, a Treasurer's Report with 
charts to show where the money goes, 
and a listing of Board Directors anct sta 
Order Extra Copies of the 1981 Annual 
Report Now for Your ffiission Team and 
Church Leaders. 75c each. 

Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 

Please send me: 

--Copies 1981 
Annual Report, April 
New World Outlook. 
75¢ea. 

__ Total 

Postage and handling required. 
Add to order: 
$3.00 or less, add 75¢ 
$3.01-$10, add 15% of order 
$10.01-$25, add 10% 
Over $25, add 5% of order 
If billing is requested, $1 .50 
billing fee is added. 
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