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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

November, 1981 

Italy. An Italian Waldensian-Methodist ecumenical commission report says dif-
ferences between Protestantism and Roman Catholicism should not be minimized . 
"Catholicism and Protestantism are two profoundly different ways of understanding 
and living Christianity," the report says . It also speaks of "the will for 
hegemony on the part of Catholicism in ·its encounters with the rest of 11 Christ
ianity and it calls the papacy 11 the incarnation of the will for hegemony" and 
thus "the greatest obstacle to Christian unity. 11 The report is also critical of 
bi-lateral dialogues with Roman Catholicism which make "havoc of the front of non
Roman churches. 11 (World-wide Methodism and the Roman Catholic Church have been 
engaged in dialogue for five years.) Two years ago the Waldensian and Methodist 
churches of Italy 11 integrated 11 into one Synod called the Waldensian Church of 
Italy but continued the distinctions of the two traditions. 

Australia. In the wake of the World Council of Churches visit and report on the 
condition of Australia's Aborginal population (see October issue NWO) a synod in 
the province of New South Wales of the Uniting Church of Australia gave property 
worth $250,000 Australian dollars as an "unqualified gift 11 to the Aboriginal 
people. Another synod of the same church in the underpopulated Northern Territory 
rejected a $10 million proposal to develop some land it owns as a hotel complex. 
Instead, it urged the development incorporate 11 the needs of Aboriginal people. 11 

A new Gallup poll in Australia says 53 percent of Australians agree with the WCC 
report that "racism is entrenched in every aspect of Australian society" (40 per
cent disagree). Half those polled say not enough is being done to help Aborigines , 
18 percent say too much is being done .... In other news from Down Under the Austra
lian Anglican General Synod backed away from building a proposed $7 million "Great 
Church" to celebrate the nation's bicentennial. In a time of widespread hunger in 
Asia and desperate needs of the Third World, a "great church" amounted to 
"irrelevancy and extravagant misuse of resources, 11 said the Rev. Peter Carnley, 
rector of St. Hilary's Church in Victoria. 11 Like bishops' palaces, 11 he said, 
11 cathedra ls and 1 great churches 1 are images of power we can do without. 11 

Senior Citizen Power. Fox Valley Older Adult Services, a National Division-
related program which provides social services, meals and transportation to senior 
citizens in three northern Illinois counties, has recently received $58,000 to pay 
off the indebtedness on their service center in Sandwich, Illinois . An Illinois 
state legislator wrote a special bill after van loads of FVOAS senior citizens went 
to the state capital to explain their predicament to the State Department of Aging 
and others. The center had applied for a qrant to convert a building for use as a 



center but the state had changed the grant application forms. The situation was 
compl i cated by the fact that the center operates in three different counties. An 
attempt i s now being made to consolidate the grant application process and cut 
down paperwork. 

Journals. The ninth and last diary of famed nineteenth century Scottish missionary 
QQ...y_i.9. ~ivingston will shortly be published by the University of Edinburgh and it 
makes clear his strong hatred of the slave trade and his long efforts to secure his 
government's opposition to slave-trading Portugal. The diary records one point in 
1861 in which Livingston and his party came across a dispirited column of 140 African 
slaves and their Swahili slave hunters. Shots rang out from Livingston's group and 
the Swahilis fled . From that point on Livingston freed any slaves he met. Livingston 
died of fever at age 60 in 1873, about the time the British finally stopped the East 
African slave trade through treaties and by placing warships along the coast. 

Deaths. Retired UM bishop Richard C. Raines, who was resident bishop of the Indiana 
Area from 1948 to 1968, died in Lakeland, Fla., Sept. 21 at the age of 82. He was 
president of the Board of Missions from 1960 to 1964 and before that was president of 
the Division of World Missions .... Miss Mary I· Ritter, a retired deaconess with 28 
years of active service, died Sept. 19 in Ocean Grove, New Jersey, a day after her 
99th birthday .... Mr. Donald Strong, husband of Plyna Strong, a former member of the GBGM 
Board of Directors, died in a car accident. Mrs. Strong survived the accident but 
was hospitalized .... Bishop Samuel, of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt, was killed 
in the attack on the reviewing stand which took the life of President Sadat Oct. 6 
(see editorials) . ... Mrs. ~. £. (Meryl) Minnis, who with her husband was a former 
Methodist missionary in India, died October 13 in Hillsboro, N.C. Her husband con
tinues active in their local church, singing in the choir and teaching Sunday School 
at age 86 .... 

Orthodoxy. The head of the Syrian Orthodox Church, M.ora.n Mor Ignati.us 4_akl<~ J_, whose 
headquarters is in Damascus, Syria, visited the National Council of Churches on 
October 21, led an ecumenical prayer service, and told guests at a luncheon that the 
issues which divided Orthodoxy in the fifth century were largely "terminological and 
non-church" and not really substantive. The Syrian Orthodox Church is known as a 
11 non-Chalcedonian 11 church because it, like the Ethiopian, Coptic, and Annenian 
Orthodox, did not accept the results of the fourth Ecumenical Council, held at 
Chalcedon in 451, which defined the two natures of Christ. The Patriarch said his 
church was a strong believer in the ecumenical movement, and is active in the Middle 
East Council of Churches as well as the World Council of Churches and the NCC in this 
country. He urged American Christians visiting the Middle East to "have respect for 
our presence" there as an ancient Christian community, but also said that "you don't 
have to go to Damascus to see us"; there are large communities of Syrian Orthodox 
here, especially in New Jersey. The Patriarch praised the NCC's Middle East policy 
statement issued last year . NCC executive secretary Claire Randall presented him 
with a silver tray and a copy of the Revised Standard Version "Common" Bible approved 
by Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant bodies. 

Personalia. The UM Board of Church and Society has nominated Haviland C. Houston 
as general secretary of the agency, to fill the position vacant since the death last 
Christmas eve of the Rev. George H. Outen. Born in Fort Valley, Georgia, Ms. Houston 
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(pronounced How-ston) is currently associate general secretary of the General Board 
of Discipleship and has had a long career in public and Christian education activ
ities as well as in social action .... Lois Miller, head of the GBGM World Division, 
will be part of an 18-member delegation of church leaders from the National Council 
of Churches to visit the People's Republic of China, November 12-30, at the of
ficial invitation of the China Christian Council and the Protestant Three-Self 
movement .... Bishop Paulos, of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, was released by the 
Ethiopian government after five years imprisonment .... 

GBGM Meeting. The General Board of Global Ministries at its annual meeting 
Oct . 16-23 in St. Paul, Minn . , heard the president of Zimbabwe, the Rev. Canaan 
Banana, criticize the black leadership of the denomination in his country as 
"disappointing, to say the least. 11 In remarks obviously aimed at UM Bishop and 
former prime minister Abel T. Muzorewa, President Banana characterized UM leader
ship as 11 enthusiasticaTIYembarking on a futile course of regression" but praised 
UM institutions as "living testimonies to the UMC's commitment to national develop
ment and advancement. 11 The Board also heard UM Bishop Emilio de Carvalho of Angola 
describe 11 a situation of undeclared war" in his country as a result of "continuing 
brutal and unprovoked attacks by South Africa. 11 In actions, GBGM voted to express 
opposition to the bilateral aggreement between Haiti and the U.S. allowing U.S. 
interdiction of Haitian vessels on the high seas, agreed to file a friend of the 
court brief in a suit, Crockett vs. Reagan, brought by a number of U.S. congress
persons which challenges military aid to El Salvador as a violation of the War 
Powers Resolution, approved 70 persons for service in mission and voted a major 
study of its mission personnel selection and training procedures, and approved 
appropriations of $44,958,380 for 1982. Two models for restructing the Board 
were discussed and 10 persons named to continue consultation with General Council 
on Ministries on the subject. In meetings of the six divisions of the Board: 

National Division. Approved a plan worked out with the Korean Methodist Church 
whereby 11 missioners 11 from Korea will come to the U.S. to develop new Korean con
gregations. Under the plan, scheduled to last until 1990, missioners will be re
cruited by the Korean church, who will appoint them and pay transportation, while 
their U.S. assignments and salary in this country will be handled by the National 
Division .... Nominated (and the Board elected) Rev. Rene 0. Bideaux as their 
associate general secretary .... celebrated the 30th anniversary of the US-2 Pro
gram under which some 845 young adults have served two years of voluntary service 
in the U.S ..... Voted not to appoint deaconess and avowed lesbian Joan Clark to 
the Ecumenical Women's Center in Chicago, where she now works. She remains a 
deaconess on leave of absence ..... Received a report that $963,940 had been 
allocated to 54 conference programs for the Ethnic Minority Local Church mission 
priority .... Approved a report by the Southwest Border Consultation Continuing 
Colllllittee, criticizing some features of the U.S. Select Committee on Refugee 
and Immigration Policy and supporting others. 

World Division. Called on Division President ~f.. Nichols to express 
concern to U.S. officials about government policy in Angola and Namibia ... . 
Asked for information about the Bank of America's involvement in Guatemala ... . 
Approved a base salary of $13,145 for missionaries .... Agreed to give $60,000 to 
the UMC in Liberia to clear up unpaid bills of a former bishop and bring theo
logical students home from the U.S. 

United Methodist Colllllittee on Relief. Voted $1,890,628 for 134 projects in 
54 countries, divided into eight percent for emergency relief, seven per cent 
rehabilitation, seven per cent for refugees, and 78 per cent for root causes 
of hunger .... Noted a 11 crisis 11 in refu_gee resettlement due to thousands coming 



to the U.S . as a country of first asylum. 
Women's Division. Voted to grant $110,000 to women in Zimbabwe, divided among 

Uni ted Methodist Women and the YWCA .... Made plans to celebrate the centennial of 
United Methodist Women and its eight predecessor organizations from 1982 to 1986 
. . . . Elected three new staff members: Ardis Y. Salter, regional staff in Evanston, 
Ill; Chiquita Smith, secretary for community action; Barbara Ann Weaver, executive 
secretary for development education. 

Health and Welfare Ministries Division. Voiced concern over any restructure 
proposals that would lower the visibility of Health and Welfare ministries .... 
Allocated $591 ,532 from the Harry M. Kendall Fund to 22 projects .... Created a 
section on annual conference and church relations. 

Education and Cultivation Division. Heard Christian Century editor James M. 
Wall speak on----rhe new religious right .... Affirmed at least four consultations -
with ethnic constituencies on mission education .... Viewed the first advance film 
i n 18 years, Born to Give. 

China. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is giving $25,000 as 
an initial contribution to an appeal by Church World Service for food for people 
affected by July and August floods on the Yangtze river in China. It is the first 
time in 32 years that Protestant churches in the U.S. are sending funds to the 
People's Republic of China. The U.S. fu~ds had not been sought by the Chinese 
churches but rather the appeal came from the government to the United Nations which 
passed it on to the International Red Cross in Geneva and thence to the World 
Council of Churches. The Chinese churches do not have the structure to handle 
food distribution, according to UMCOR head ~- Harry Haines, nor do they want to 
be singled out as an agency able to get outside aid. The money will probably be 
used to purchase rice in Bangkok or Singapore and will probably be used in food
for-work projects in the flooded area. 

"Non-sexist" Lectionary. A 12-member committee has been chosen by the Division 
of Education and Ministry of the National Council of Churches to begin work on a 
biblical lectionary-a cycle of scripture readings-that will use what is called 
inclusive language (see NWO, May issue). Two of the twelve are United Methodist 
lay people: Dr. Kellie Corlew Jones, a lay speaker in the UMC who is associate 
professor of English at the University of Tennessee, and an active member of First 
UMC, Martin, Tenn., and Dr. Marvin !!· Pope, a member of the First UMC of New Haven, 
Conn., who is professor of Northwest Semitic Languages, at the Yale University 
Graduate School. Also, Dr. Sharon!!· Ringe, an ordained minister of the United 
Church of Christ, is assistant professor of New Testament at the Methodist Theol
ogical School in Delaware, Ohio, and Dr. Susan Thistlethwaite, also an ordained 
UCC minister, is assistant professor of theology at Boston University School of 
Theo l ogy. 

No More Free Room. In Bar Harbor, Maine, the Congregational church is ending its 
policy o"flOdging people for free in its basement. One hot summer day no rooms 
could be found for 50 miles around in this resort area, so "we tried to help out," 
said the Rev. William R. Booth. As a result, the word got around and the church 
began getting calls for "reservations" from as far away as Germany, Switzerland 
and Israel. "Things were getting out of hand," said Mr. Booth. Last summer 351 
persons from 15 countries found free lodging there. 
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EDIT RI LSbJ 
(According to the U.S. government, 
they must be all po lit ical or they don 't 
count. Vietnamese are refugees ; Hai
tians are not-thus the official line. ) 
Therefore, decisions about the defini
tion and treatment of refugees always 
have politi cal overtones, despite at
tempts by refu gee agencies to absta in 
from pol itics . 

TRAGEDY IN EGYPT 

President Anw ar Sadat was a man of 
peace and extraord inary courage and 
his death shou ld be mourned by all 
people of good w i II. That his death at the 
hands of Muslim fanatics w as greeted in 
some places by rejoic ing is a reflect ion 
of the risks he took for the causes in 
which he believed. His expuls ion of the 
Russians in 1971 , his October attack on 
Israeli forces in the Sinai in 1973, his 
visit to Jerusalem in 1977 that led to the 
Camp David agreements-al I marked 
him as a man with a penchant for the 
unexpected . 

But beyond the surface nature of 
these risks lay a social consc ience for 
the plight of his people . The problems 
which engulfed Egypt's urban masses as 
well as the rural felahin seemed to the 
late president unsolvable as long as the 
country was engaged in a drawn out and 
useless conflict with Israel and huge 
arms expenditures . He personally con
tinued to bel ieve, as do we and most 
observers of the Middle East these days, 
that a just solution to the problems of 
that region cannot be reached without 
the participation of the Palestinians. But 
he no longer intended to sacrifice the 
interests of his own people for that 
far-off goal. This position, as well as a 
slight tendency to antagonize some 
Arab leaders unnecessarily, earned him 
more brickbats than kudos in the Arab 
world . The fact is that his remarkable 
Jerusalem journey gave him an un
equalled pulpittoexpound his views on 
the necessity to incorporate the Pales
tinians into the Camp David process . 
Unfortunately, his boldness was onl y 
meagerly reciprocated by the Begin 
government and the advantages he 
sought for his people that a state of 
peace would bring were largely unreal
ized at his death . 

While we disagreed in this space last 
month with his recent moves against 
Egyptian dissidents, our overall admira
tion for Mr. Sadat is clear . For his 
successor, Mr. Mubarak, we pray that 
he will be the blessing for Egypt that hi s 
name in Arabic implies. 

Among the Egyptian leaders on the 
reviewing ~tanq who died in the hail qf 
bu I lets October 6th was a man w ho w i 11 
be especially missed in the Christian 
world . He is His Grace, Bishop Samuel , 

of the Coptic Church of Egypt, long 
known as " M r. Ecumen ism" fo r his 
church . Bishop Samuel was know n by 
more American church leaders and 
journal ists than probably any other 
Egyptian because he carr ied the ecu
men ical responsibili t ies fo r his chu rch. 
He w as a long ti me member of the 
Central Committee of the World Coun
cil of Churches and was al so know n for 
his w ork with Christian youth organiza
tions . In 1971 he w as one of three 
nominees for the posi tion of Pope of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church, but his name 
w as not the one selected from a si Iver 
box by a six-year-old boy. The man who 
was chosen , Pope Shenouda 111 , w as 
among the v ictims of President Sadat's 
crackdown and was at his monastery in 
the Egyptian desert at the time of the 
murderous attack at the reviewi ng 
stand . Bishop Samuel was an effective 
Christian leader in Egypt . We mourn his 
death whi le we give thanks for hi s 
life of Christian service. 

REFUGEES AND PEACE 

O ne has only to remember the 
controversi es over the distribution of 
surplus U .S. food by private relief 
agencies, the contribution of wheat to 
Vi etna m, c harge s that the refugee 
camps along the Thai border were 
feed ing so ldiers of the Po l Pot guerrillas 
in Kampuchea and many others to note 
th is obvious fact. 

The most recent case is to ld in a news 
story in this issue. United Press Interna
tional has apo logized to several relief 
agenc ies, including Church World Ser
vi ce and Catho lic Charities, for a story it 
ran al leging that leftist groups in El 
Sa lvador has used these organizations 
in setting up a front to provide aid and 
buy arms for the leftists opposing the 
present reg ime in that country . 

These charges were based on dubious 
documents used by the U.S. State 
Department in its now infamous " Wh ite 
Paper" on El Sa lvador. They were 
echoed by charges made by conserva
tive ch urch people (notably David 

In one of l ife 's built-in iron ies, the Jessup and Edmund Robb) that the 
awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize ca l Is Sa lvadorean re lief organ izat ion was 
to mind the trouble spots of this wor ld " identi fi ed wi th the cause of left ist 
and is a reminder how little peace exi sts victory. " The State Department has 
today . It is thus something of a shock backed off its White Paper in some 
that this year's winner, the United embarrassment; UPI has apologized for 
Nations High Commiss ioner for Refu- its misleading story; Messrs. Jessup and 
gees (UNHCR), is receiving the prize for Robb, so fa r as we know, stick by their 
the second time, having fi rst been charge . 
awarded the honor in 1954 for its work These are the vicissitudes of being a 
in post World War II Europe. good Samari tan in today's po lari zed 

How optim istic the hopes of that world and relief agencies, both govern
earlier time now seem. Then it was menta l and voluntary, lea rn to live with 
assumed that w hen the debris, both them. Stil l, it is gratifying to have a 
physical and human, of the war were prestigious award praise you r efforts. 
tidied up the world would return to Poul Hartling of the UN HCR, w hen 
normal and no large-scale refugee " informed of the Peace Prize, graciously 
problem would remain . called attenti on to all the people in-

That assumption w as al ways a litt le val ved in refu gee aid. Graciousl y, and 
na ive but certainl y very few were correctly, since this is a field where 
prepared to accept refugees as a perma- religious and humanitarian and civic 
nent fact of life, as we do today. Thus, motives work together. United Method
the world goes on and not for the better. ists are proud of their own efforts 

The award w as described by the prize through the United Method ist Comm it
committee as " relat ively noncontrover- tee on Relief and the ecumenical 
sial ." The key word here is " relat ivel y." agencies through which it w orks . 
We all like to think of oursel ves as Church people, in turn , can be proud of 
humanifarian and denying food and their own response to appeal s. 
~helter to a homeless refugee does not fit The only sad note in al I this is that the 
that definition . Nonetheless, refugees need for refugee agencies shows no 
are by definition somewhat " pol it ical ." signs of going away . 



THE NCC AT 30 

A LOOl<AHE:AD 
Cynthia C. Wedel 

Having been a part of the group 
which formed the National Council 

of Churches thirty years ago, I find it 
intriguing to speculate on what has 
been accomplished , and what the next 
thirty years may bring. In 1951, the 
structural ecumenical movement was 
still new and untried. The World 
Council of Churches had been inau
gurated only three years earlier. Ecu
menism in this country had consisted 
of many state and local councils of 
churches, but at the national level , it 
had been limited , except for the 
Federal Council of Churches, to inter
agency cooperation-the Home Mis
sions Council, the Foreign Missions 
Conference, the International Council 
of Religious Education, and others. 

There were two major steps which 
had to be taken . First, the total 
corporate structures of the denomina
tions had to be convinced that they 
should work cooperatively in a new 
way . Secondly, the powerful ecu
menical agencies were asked to give 
up their independent existences and to 
become subsidiary agencies within a 
larger body. Neither of these steps was 
easy, and it is a tribute to the power of 
the ecumenical dream-and to the 
persuasiveness of some of the leader
sh ip---that the National Council of 
Churches actually came into being in 
December of 1951. 

It wou Id not be hard to prove that 
not too much has been accomplished. 
We still have denominations-and 
they still put their own work and 
concerns ahead of their participation 
in and support of the N.C.C. And the 
units of the Counc i l which carry on 
their inherited tasks still work largely 
with their own constituencies and 
funds, and often seem to share mini
mally with one another. But such a 
judgment may be premature. A whole 
generation of new leadership has 
grown up who have been exposed , in 
staff meetings, board meetings, and 
assemblies, to one another's programs 
and problems. New un its have been 
added-social action , faith and order, 
regional and local ecumen ism and 
others. 

The fact that denominational leader
ship have come to know one another 
through participation in the NCC has 
made a difference. The Consultation 
on Church Union-born out of' an 
assembly of the NCC-is moving 
slowly but solidly to forge statements 
of common agreement between some 
of the largest denominations. The 
churches have been able to have a real 
impact on some of the major social 
issues of the past three decades 
because they cou Id witness together in 
the Council . Growing friendship with 
the Roman Catholic Church in the 
USA has been greatly faci I itated 
through the NCC. I believe that an 
unbiased evaluation of the accom
plishments of the National Council of 
Churches in its first thirty years would 
conclude that the cause of Christ has 
been advanced, and well served, by its 
existence and its work. 

But what of the next thirty years? We 
no longer have the advantage of 
novelty-the adventure of coming to 
know one another. We can share a few 
high moments , and a few great 
achievements. But we also share much 
misunderstanding and distortion of 
our work and our purpose by those on 
the outside. I believe that these shared 
experiences-both positive and nega
tive-have bound us together, and that 
we will be able to stay together. There 

are things going on in the world , and in 
American society, which present very 
real challenges to the churches. Some 
of these come from large and powerful 
forces . Only a strongly united church 
body will be able to face and counter
act them . 

One such force is the fact of inflation 
and rapidly escalating costs. We know 
that giving to church and charity does 
not keep up with inflation . Through 
the years of prosperily, we have been 
prodigal in our multiplication of 
church buildings and activities . In a 
tight economy, when there are people 
who lack the necessities of I ife, it may 
be immoral to maintain and operate 
four large church buildings on the four 
corners of the town square. The next 
thirty years may see many examples of 
closer cooperation between local 
churches; the sharing of facilities and 
leadership; and the development of 
joint if not entirely merged congrega
tions. If practical " ecumenism" of this 
kind becomes necessary, it will be far 
easier to accomplish because of the 
understanding which has developed 
between denominations at the nation
al level . 

While I personally doubt that the 
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extreme right-wing churches which 
form the " Moral Majority" are any 
where near as large as they have been 
made to appear in the mass media, 
they do represent a stream of American 

·church life which we in the "main 
line" denominations have tended to 
ignore. Evangelism has always been a 
part of the life and program of all of our 
churches, but we have been extremely 
inept at it. Our leadership-lay as well 
as professional-have been so pre-oc
cupied with our programs of mission, 
social action, and with the life and 
worship of the congregation , that we 
have paid only lip service to reaching 
out to others in our own communities . 
When the established churches in a 
community have been so pre-occu
pied and self concerned, it has been 
easy for fiery preachers with a simp le, 
Biblical message to reach those whom 
we have neglected. 

I hope, and pray, that we have 
learned a lesson . Within the fellow
ship of the NCC, in the years immedi
ately ahead, we should put evangelism 
near the top of our li st of priorities . 
Every congregation shou ld be en
couraged to work in its own neighbor
hood to find and win new members. 
The statistics indicate that there are 
plenty of people out there-human 
beings, with all the problems, hurts 
and doubts that we al I have-who may 
need only a warm and friendly invita
tion to enter our fellowship. 

I am reminded of a discussion of 
evangelism in which one lay person 
said, " I asked my next door neighbor 
one day why she didn't go to church, 
and she replied , 'Because no one ever 
asked me.' " In our blindness, we may 
assume that everyone knows they are 
welcome. But everyone doesn't know. 

And cooperatively, through the 
NCC, we could , if we would, mount a 
nation-wide program of evangelism 
which could be extremely effective. 
Every member church has outstanding 
preachers. We could make far more 
effective use of the mass media than 
we have. But we can only do it well if 
we will share our resources of people 
and money. This needs to be national , 
and continuing, as well as coopera
tive . 

A second area in which I see great 
possibilities in the next thirty years is in 
our relationships with our Roman 
Catholic brethren and sisters . They 
cannot join the National Council of 
Churches for structural reasons, but 
we could-as the World Council of 
Churches does-include representa
tives of the Roman Catholic Church 

THI) MONTH, THE: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCH€) OF CHRl)T IN THE: U.).A. 

CE:LE:BRATE:) IT) 30TH ANNl\IE:R)ARV WITH 
AN E:CUME:NICAL €\IE:NT IN CLE:\IE:LAND. 
WHAT ARE: THE: ACCOMPLl)HME:NT) AND 

THE: FUTURE: OF THE: ORGANIZATION? 

(Opposite page, the 
founding assembly in 
Cleveland. Among the 
Council's areas of 
interest are: evangelism 
(left, above, Billy 
Graham, with two 
NCC presidents, both 
United Methodist, 
Bishop Reuben H. 
Mueller (left) and Dr. 
Arthur S. Fleming); 
ecumenism (left, 
center, Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake and 
Cardinal William W. 
Baum); and peace and 
disarmament (below, a 
Japanese atomic bomb 
survivor at a 
disarmament rally). 



"THE:RE: ARE: THINGS GOING ON IN THE: 
WORLD, AND IN AME:RICAN SOCIE:TV, 

WHICH PRE:SE:NT \JE:RV RE:AL CHALLE:NGE:S 
TO THE: CHURCHE:S. ONL V A STRONGL V 

UNITE:D CHURCH BODY WILL BE: ABLE: 
TO FACE: AND COUNTE:RACT THE:M." 

Among the strong emphases of the NCC have been relief 
and refugees (above, Africans getting food during the civil 
war in Zaire) and civil rights (below, a NCC delegation led 
by Robert W. Spike during a march on Washington). Cynthia Wedel. 

and its agencies in all our program 
units, to the mutual advantage of all of 
us. These closer ties with Roman 
Catholics will help, too, in our rela
tions with the Orthodox members of 
the Council who now feel badly 
out-numbered and out-voted by the 
Protestants. By the end of the next 
thirty years , we can be much more 
truly a National Council of Churches. 

The NCC and its member churches 
played a crucial role in the civil rights 
struggles of the l960' s. Many of us 
sense a lessening of interest in and 
concern for minority peoples in our 
land today. Some fresh initiatives by 
the churches to safeguard the hard 
won rights not only of Blacks, but of 
Hispanics, Asians and other minorities 
may need to be high on the NCC 
agenda in the 1980's and 1990's. 

And perhaps most pressing of all the 
issues of our day-the stupidity and 
danger of the armaments race needs to 
be challenged boldly by all who call 
themselves Christian. We don't need a 
twenty-page policy statement. We 
should mount a program of action
letters and calls to legislators, rallies 
and meetings in every town and city 
across the land . 

In 1950 we faced divided churches 
who needed to be brought into an 
effective fellowship. We succeeded, 
and the fellowship is strong and vital. 
The next thirty years are before us to 
bring our combined strength and 
dedication to the buildings of a nation 
where justice and peace are blessings 
in which everyone shares. Let Decem
ber, 1981, be the time when we 
dedicate ourselves to this task. • 

Mrs. Cynth ia Wedel , during her distin
gu ished career as a church worker and 
ecumenist, has been both a staff executive 
and president of the National Council of 
Chu rches. She is current ly one of the 
Presiden ts of the Wor ld Coun ci l of 
Churches . 
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~ 
Takes a New Course 

I t was a hot steamy afternoon in 
Kingston. I had an appointment with 

the Prime Minister of Jamaica. I put on 
a suit and took a taxi to Jamaica House. 
A guard with red striped pants checked 
his list and let us through the grilled 
iron work gate. After a short while I 
was sitting with one of the Prime 
Minister's aides in a large airy room 
tastefully decorated in soft yellows and 
tans . Twenty minutes later Prime 
Minister Edward Seaga entered the 
room and I was introduced to him. He 
is a trim man of medium height and 
was dressed in a conservative business 
suit. His manner was friendly but 
reserved . 

There is no law which says a male 
visitor shou Id wear a suit to see the 
Prime Minister. But it is not unwise to 
do so. The previous Prime Minister, 
Michael Manley, popularized the 
shirt-jack, or bush jacket, which has 
an open collar and short sleeves. It is a 
style found throughout much of Africa 
and other areas of the Th ird World and 
is more comfortable in this climate. 
But the new government of Jamaica is 
less interested in making common 
cause with the Third World than in 
getting this country of 2.2 million 
people on its feet. Nothing symbolizes 
that more than the return of the 
business suit. 

On October 30, 1980 Mr. Seaga's 
party , the Jamaica Labour Party 
(known as the JLP), won a landslide 
electoral victory over Mr. Manley's 
ruling People's National Party (PNP), 
which had been in power eight years 
pursuing a policy of " democratic 
socialism" . Mr. Seaga campaigned on 
a " middle of the road " platform 
emphasizing strengthening the private 
sector. The JLP won SI of sixty seats. 

Jamaicans take their politics 
seriously. Eighty percent of the elec
torate voted (which is thirty percent 
more than vote in the U.S .) and over 
600 Jamaicans lost their lives in 
violence that wracked parts of the 
island. The pictures of Kingston were 
seen regularly on television in the U.S. 
and contributed to a poor tourist 

Charles E. Brewster 

season. But now the election is past, 
violence has declined , and tourism is 
up 30 percent over a comparable 
period last year. · 

Somewhere In Between 

I had come to Jamaica with the staff 
and directors of the World Division of 
GBGM for a five day conference to 
examine the realities of poverty and 
oppression which the Division en
counters in its work around the world . 
Jamaica is neither the poorest of those 
countries, nor the wealthiest. In fact, 
some observers think it is in the wrong 
spot in between : neither poor enough 
to attract the huge aid programs sent to 
places like Bangladesh or Haiti , nor 
rich enough to compete successfu I ly 
with other larger developing countries 
or the industrialized west . 

"The Caribbean 
people want to 

avoid the excesses 
of doctrinaire 

ideology of the 
left or the right." 

-Mr. Ronnie Thwaites 

Jamaica is also unique. It is the only 
country in the world to have experi
mented with what was called " demo
cratic socialism" for eight years and 
then to have changed course in a free 
election. In 1976, afterfouryearsofthe 
experiment, it voted to continue with 
socialism. Last year it voted for 
change. 

The new government in less than a 
year in office has managed to reduce 
the rate of inflation from thirty percent 
to an astonishing one percent up to 
June of this year. But unemployment 
remains high, around 30 percent 
overall, and an estimated 60 to 70 
percent among youth. 

As elsewhere in the world today, 

high unemployment magnifies and 
compounds other problems. People 
without work find outlets in drugs, 
violence and sex. 

The Ganja Problem 

Jamaica has a heavy traffic in 
marijuana, known as ganja, grown in 
the country's hills and mountains and 
flown on small planes to the United 
States. The Jamaican government is 
determined to confront the ganja 
problem but acknowledges that its 
resources to patrol the coastline and 
fly-by-night airstrips are limited. In 
early August the country's leading 
newspaper, The Daily Cleaner, ran a 
series of articles on the ganja traffic 
and identified corruption in police 
agencies as part of the problem. 
Ironically, with declining prices for 
bauxite and sugar, the illegal trade in 
ganja has been a major supplier of 
much-needed foreign exchange for 
Jamaica. 

Broken Windows and Ghetto Streets 

Another byproduct of unemploy
ment is violence. Before the last 
election sections of the capital city 
were virtually in the control of warring 
factions claiming to represent one 
party or the other. A Jamaican police
man who sat next to me on the plane 
trip down to Kingston told me he 
personally had been afraid to go into 
some areas alone. 

Members of the World Divi sion had 
a chance not just to hear about this but 
to see the problems-and the church 's 
response-fl rst hand . I was with a 
group which one afternoon visited a 
Methodist church in the heart of one of 
Kingston 's ghetto areas. A Methodist 
deaconess, Sister Julia Davis, and the 
Rev. Roy White, described the efforts 
of that church to provide a place of 
reconciliation between warring fac
tions . The church 's once beauti ful 
columns and Corinthian style capitals, 
now worn and broken with neglect, 
spoke eloquently of happier times in 
the past for this area . The church 's 
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"We have a flood 
of investment, but 

we have to start 
from scratch." 

-Prim e Ministe r Seago 

Prime Minister Edward Seaga 

One of the slogans for the Jamaica Labour Party 

many shattered and broken windows 
meant, said Sister Ju lia, that " perhaps 
the community is trying to tell us 
something." 

Teenagers attracted by our smal I van 
came into the church and told us that 
the church was " doing some good" in 
its program of reconciliation but the 
young people needed jobs. An older 
Methodist laywoman spoke articula
tely of the community's needs. "We 
are poor people ourselves . Most have 
not the ski I ls to get the jobs that are 
available. You see that we are practi
cally destitute . I plod along and just try 
to keep my head above the waters. " 

Afterwards we walked with some 
trepidation through the area among 
the scores of young people idle on a 
Thursday afternoon, playing domi
noes on a table on the sidewalk or 
listening to reggae music on cassette 
recorders. This was an area which had 
voted for the JLP and there were JLP 
slogans still on the walls: " Deliver
ance is Near" and " No Food , No 
Work, Vote JLP." I wondered how 
long they could be patient with the 
government they had voted for. 

In another part of town some young 
people who had formerly been gang 
leaders showed some of the World 
Division that there is reason for hope. 
With a little seed money from the 
church they had started a project 
called "Sa lt Lane" which was busy 
raising chickens and pigs and selling 
them for profits to benefit the commu
nity. After seeing that project World 
Division director Norma Wilkening 
said she was heartened not only to see 

that once violent young people could 
change, but that the church, by 
investing in the right spot, could make 
a difference in their lives. 

High Birth Rates 

On another afternoon I went with a 
group of directors and staff to visit 
Operation Friendship, a Jamaican de
velopment program concerned , 
among oth~r things, with a third major 
result of unemployment-high birth 
rates. At one of the city's hospitals 
recently there were six thirteen-year
olds each into their third pregnancy. 
Only twelve years old, Operation 
Friendship was begun by the Method
ist Church but is now funded also by 
other churches as well as US AID and 
the British OXFAM in a wide variety of 
projects, from making furniture, soap, 
and office diaries, to public health 
programs, nurseries, and part-time 
doctor services. A major concern now, 
according to Ms. Karlene Evering, is 
family life education, especially for 
adolescents . This year 19,000 young 
people in the area have been involved 
in th is program and, she says with 
pride, attendance in the program is 
now 50-50 male and female, instead 
of mostly girls. 

On the walls are such signs as " An 
unwanted pregnancy-the biggest 
mistake a teenager can make" and 
" Love goes farther in planned fami
lies." The program is located in an 
ideal location-over 200,000 people 
are crammed into the 4Y2 square miles 
around the center. Interestingly, the 
Catholic Church , normally opposed to 
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birth control programs, is a strong 
upporter of Operation Friendship and 

of Famil Life Education . 
The directors and staff of the World 

Divi ion were impressed with the 
dedi ation of the people leading these 
program in places few people would 
de ire to work . At the same time there 
was an overwhelming sense that the 
resources were too small in compari
son to the problems faced . 

Thi wa ymbol ized for me by the 
empt dispensar at Operation Friend-
hip. " We have a dispenser who 

comes regularly ," sa id Ms. Evering, 
" but often there are no drugs in the 
dispensary. We depend on gifts from 
out ide and it is str ictly a day-to-day 
affair. Some days the cupboard is 
bare ." The program has a long-term 
lea e backed by the government, but 
day to day expenditures must be found 
through private channels such as 
church organizations . 

Commitment to the Poor 

I asked Mr. Seaga about his com
mitment to the poor and the op
pressed . " Over the previous eight 
years standards of I ivi ng fell by 5 7 
percent, and it fell by more than 57 
percent for the poor. At no time in 
Jamaican history did we ever have a 
fall , until the previous government. In 
all our previous history we have seen a 
continuous improvement of the stan
dard of living. The work of two 
previous generations was wiped out. 
People found themselves back to the 
' 50s. We intend to restore the econ
omy to health so the poor can improve 
their standards of living, to give every 
child the benefits of steady growth ." 

Exactly how much standards of 
living fell under Mr. Manley's demo
cratic socialism is a matter of dispute in 
Jamaica . In his tiny third floor office on 
East Street, Mr. Holroyd Thompson , 
president of the 43,000 member a
tional Workers Union ( WU), did not 
argue that the m iddle class and 
wealthy had lost ground under Man
ley. " But the poor? The poor woman 
who doesn' t buy fancy French make
up or peaches in tins is not going to see 
a hell of a difference. Poor is poor ." 

The WU had backed the People's 
ational Party in the election, while a 

rival union, the BITU 1 had supported 
Mr. Seaga . Mr. Thompson felt the 
Manley government was blamed un
fairly for several natural disasters, 
including three successive droughts, 
an abnormal ra infall , and Hurricane 
Allen in August, 1980, as well as two 
different types of d iseases which af-

fected sugar production . 

Private Investment Needed 

The week I was there the Prime 
Minister announced that private in
vestment proposals for Jamaica now 
numbered 408 with a potential of 
25 ,000 new jobs. I asked Mr. 
Thompson what he thought of these 
plans. " If it comes through it will be 
good-if it comes through . We don't 
like unemployment. We can't like it 
that people are hungry, and mass 
unemployment encourages commu
nism." 

The Prime Minister estimates he 
needs a minimum of two to three 
years . " We have a flood of invest
ment, " Mr. Seaga told me, "but we 
have to sta rt it all from sc ratch ." He 
estimates he needs $800 million in 
direct private investment over the next 
three years to realize a twelve percent 
growth increase. 

I said that some church leaders 
feared his government would be too 
friendly with the multi-national cor
porations . " You can' t fry the multi
nationals that are good corporate 
citizens in the fat of the handfu I that are 
not," the Prime Minister responded. 
" We do a good screening process. 
Those that can't respect our situation 
and way of life we do not accept to 
work here." 

At the office of The Daily Cleaner, 
which had been known as an anti
Manley paper, editor Hector Wynter 

told me that " no government worth its 
salt will allow the multi-nationals a 
free hand to decide its future. We have 
a small country, no ind igenous tech
nology, and we have to move into the 
Concorde age without sacrificing our 
integrity. " 

Even though many western busi
nesses gave up on Jamaica during the 
Manley era, and large numbers of 
Jamaican middle class persons left the 
is land , this was probably due more to 
the government's friendly attitude to
ward Cuba and sometimes strident 
rhetoric than to any substantial moves 
against busi ness. Mr. Manley has 
recently written that he wasn't " trying 
to eliminate" his country's 'p owerful 
private sector." 

Mr. Ronnie Thwaites, a high ly 
articulate Jamaican lawyer, devout 
Roman Catholic, and moderator of a 
popular radio "call-in" program in 
Kingston , told the World Division that 
the mood now in Jamaica is that " the 
power of ideology is waning" . Disen
chantment with secular philosophies, 
including socialism, has led, he said, 
to all manner of movements and forms 
in Jamaica . 

" The Caribbean people are casting 
about fo r a new understand ing which 
avoids the excesses of doctrinaire 
ideology of the left or the right. The 
debate about communism and capital
ism has a high degree of irrelevance 
here. What we' re looking at now is 
results." • 

(Left) Rev. Clifton Niles, who led the 
Bible Study for the World Division, 
chats with Division members. (Below) 
Members of the division visit the Salt 
Lane project guided by Ms. Selena 
Tapper of the Caribbean Conference 
of Churches. 



Voices From Sheffield 

Becoming Human 
New Community 

• ID 

Elizabeth Moltmann 

In July, about 150 delegates from more than 50 
countries gathered in Sheffield, England, to discuss the 
Community of Women and Men in the Church. The 
Consultation, sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches, was the culmination of a three-year study on 
the subject held by groups around the world. Statements 
and reports were produced and sent to the WCC. To give 
a flavor of the meeting, here are excerpts from three of 
the speeches at the Consultation. 

Church history begins when a few 
women set out to pay their last 

respects to their dead friend Jesus. It 
begins when, contrary to all reason 
and all hope, a few women identify 
themselves with a national traitor and 
do what they consider to be right, what 
in their eyes equals quality of life, 
namely, loving one who sacrificed his 
life, never abandoning him as dead . 
Church history begins when Jesus 
comes to them, greets them, lets them 
touch him just as he had touched and 
restored them in their lives. Church 
history begins when the women are 
told to share this experience, this life 
they now comprehend , which their 
hands have handled, with the men. 

This story as told by Matthew is 
generally known as the Easter appear
ance to the women but never as the 
beginning of church history. Church 
history begins officially with the mis
sion of the men apostles and, official
ly, no women are present on that 
occasion . Right down to the present 
time many churches trace their origin 
back to this apostolic succession. 
Almost all the leaders of these 
churches are male and depend mostly 
on males for their order and their 
ideas. The idea of God is conceived 
mainly in masculine terms : male 
leadership roles are used to describe 
w hat God does-He reigns, judges, 
governs; what God is corresponds to 
w hat men would like to be-judge, 

king, ruler, army commander. In the 
process, women's experiences of Jesus 
have been forgotten-Jesus as a friend 
who shares their I ife, who offers them 
warmth, intimacy, tenderness in their 
loneliness and powerlessness. The 
feminist movement in the western 
world has given many women the 
courage to discover themselves, to 
express again their own religious 
experiences, to read the Bible with 
fresh eyes and to rediscover their 
original and distinctive role in the 
Gospel. For them feminism is not a 
white western bourgeois movement 
but one deeply rooted in the Gospel. 

In the social upheavals and cultural 
crises of the last fifteen years many 
other groups have made the painful 
discovery that God is, after all , on the 
side of the patriarchate. Above al I God 
has become a stranger to many women 
in the western world. It is no longer 
possible forthem to reconcile him with 
their conceptions of life and with their 
identity. Certainly the patriarchate is 
not to be blamed on the men. Men 
should not feel or be held personally 
responsible for it. The patriarchate is a 
cultural form dating back thousands of 
years and many cultural and economic 
achievements of our world would 
have been inconceivable without it. 
But, in the last two centuries in 
particular, it has produced disastrous 
alliances with colonialism and racism, 
capitalism and sexism, which have led 
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us to start seeking the fundamental 
causes of these evi Is . In the process we 
have been appalled to discover that 
colonialism, capitalism, racism and 
sexism have been .supported, justified 
and even provided with a religious 
halo by a patriarchalist Christianity. 
"Gott mit Uns" were the words 
inscribed on every German soldier's 
belt-buckle in the First World War. In 
the name of a triumphal utopian God 
people were enslaved, workers ex
ploited, and women taught to hold 
their peace. And only minority groups 
of Christians protested against all this. 

Today women are once again set
ting out to discover life, to bring the 
dead to life again, to know Jesus as the 
one he once was for them. They are 
seeking to extricate themselves from 
the patriarchal domination in which 
their thinking was done for them as 
well as for others considered to be not 
fully adult. They want to have done 
with the tutelage which denies them 
any say at all , or allows them only a 
limited say, in society . They are no 
longer prepared to accept the values 
imparted by the patriarchal world 
system--either for themselves or for 
their children or for society as a whole. 

What do women want? 
I would liketoconsiderthisquestion 

a little, for many people even in the 
Church are afraid of women . Men are 
afraid that women hate them, women 
are afraid of women in case their 
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traditional roles are undermined. 
There is fear of any kind of radicalism 
which is supposedly incompatible 
with love of Christ. What women want 
is a new community in which those 
with power begin to listen to those 
without power. A community where 
there are opportunities for the power
less to express themselves and get 
organized. A community in which 
power is redistributed and people 
learn to renounce power-for the sake 
of justice. Women want a community 
which is not obsessed with profit and 
economic growth but concerned for 
the basic needs of all human beings. 
They are able to advocate all this 
passionately and credibly because 
they have first-hand experience of 
what it is to be in someone else's care 
(the husband's or the man's), in 
tutelage, without rights, to live at 
second-hand, to give life but to be 
allowed only to fashion it in the limited 
domestic circle and not in society as a 
whole . 

What women want is a whole life, 
one which enbraces body, soul and 
spirit, no longer compartmentalized 
into private and public spheres, a life 
moreover which fills us with a trust and 
hope transcending biological death. 

This seems a huge and impossible 
utopian program. In the last analysis, 
however, it is simply taking seriously 
what can be read in the prophet 
Isaiah's visions of peace and a part of 
what the apostle Paul once recog
nized, in a flash of inspiration, name
ly, that in Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, neither slave nor free, neither 
male nor female. It is also the old 
vision of the women which we find in 
the song of Miriam, one of the oldest 
passages in the Bible: trust in the God 
who has cast horse and rider-today 
we can say sex and domination-into 
the sea. This feminine tradition, which 
is found in many women's songs--of 
Hanna, of Deborah, Judith, and 
Mary's Magnificat-and has always 
been with us down to this day, makes 
us keenly attentive to what is happen
ing in the world and to what is going on 
within ourselves, in our bodies, in our 
souls and in our spirit. • 

Elisabeth Moltmann is a German theolo
gian. This article is excerpted from a joint 
presentation made with her husband, 
Jurgen Moltmann. 

Voices From Sheffield 

What are some of the issues which 
have arisen and which are urgent 

and inevitable for our attention as 
churches and as Christians? First of all, 
what has emerged most powerfully for 
me is the need to rethink the whole 
question of authority and i nterpreta
tion of Scripture. The more I meditate 
on it, the more I realize that even more 
than the isues of racism and social 
injustice, the way in which the rela
tions of men and women have been 
dealt with in the Scriptures themselves 
and the way in which we have 
interpreted what the Scriptures have 
said, have brought seriously into 
question how we understand the total 
revelation of God in Christ expressed 
in the whole canon of the Scriptures. 
We have systematically left aside as 
our criterion of judgment the central 
nature of God's revelation and have 
clung to all the things that strengthen 
and confirm our attitudes of domina
tion and of hierarchical oppression. It 
seems to me that this discovery chal
lenges the way in which we deal with 
the Scriptures, and we shall have to do 
some hard thinking about this. 

Secondly, we have to come to terms 
with our ecclesiology, our under
standing of the church, the 'laos,' the 
laity, the whole people of God. What 
do we mean when we speak of the 
church as 'the whole people of God,' 
as we have been saying in the 
ecumenical movement for the past 
nearly 40 years? What does it mean for 
the way that the church functions? 
What do we mean when we say loftily 
in our ecumenical documents that the 
unity we seek is a unity in which there 
is a conciliar fellowship in each place 
and in all places? If there is a 
fellowship, a real sharing of life with 
life in which we are all in council 
together, then it means both women 
and men are in council together, that 
decisions are made together and that 
decisions are made by whoever have 
the gifts required without regard to sex 
or culture. Then our whole conception 
of ministry has to change. We have 
used the word 'ministry' which means 
being the servants, but 'ministry' has 
been turned into 'hierarchy,' into 
'patriarchy.' We know that the servant 

Lessons From 
the St dy 
Philip Potter 
is the one who empties him or herself, 
not seeking to have power and domi
nation . We talk about the servant 
church but, in the whole length and 
breadth of the life of the church we 
have set up all kinds of individual and 
corporate forms of hierarchy which 
enshrine power attitudes and struc
tures. And may I say, women and men 
both have acquiesced in it. This 
provides one of the challenges to 
which this meeting will speak. 

Then there is our whole under
standing of Tradition and traditions . 
We have made a great sacred cow of 
our different traditions, but what I find, 
as a student of history, is an urgent 
need to rewrite church history as the 
history of women and men in mission 
and service. Our existing church 
history is largely a history of men . For 
example, when our new World Coun
ci I of Churches president, the Patriarch 
of the Church of Georgia in the 
U .S.S.R., came to Geneva on an 
official visit two years ago, it was only 
by chance that I went to the library 
and found out that the first mission
ary to his church was Saint Nina, back 
in the fourth century. It is only by 
chance that a lot of us are now 
beginning to pick up a few things 
about the role of women in the first 
centuries. It was Queen Bertha who 
gave land to St. Augustine and his 
followers on which the Cathedral of 
Canterbury was built. Again, at the 
close of the seventh century there were 
many mixed religious houses, and the 
five of them in Kent were governed by 
women . One of the things this con
fence ought to do is to send us all back 
to do our homework, so that we can 
begin to discover what was the real 
tradition in the life of the churches and 
why the churches became so male
oriented in the way that they did . 

Furthermore, it will be interesting 
for us to see what the role of women 
was in the renewal movements of the 
church. My impression is wherever 
there were renewal movements , 
women were often in the lead . Consid
er the women prophets in the early 
centuries, then the vast number of 
women mystics and the books they 
wrote, and combined with that mysti-
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cism their active service in the com
munity in the Middle Ages. Then after 
the Reformation in this country (En
gland) there were the Quakers of 
whom we have heard so much, where 
there was equality between men and 
women, as also the Moravians and 
even the Methodists. The Methodist 
movement in the 18th century owed a 
tremendous deal to women all up and 
down these British islands, and indeed 
in other parts of the world . Today, all 
around the world , wherever there are 
renewal movements, base communi
ties of people who are developing their 

''What do we mean 
when we speak of 
the church as 'the 

whole people of 
God?' " 

Philip Potter 

consciousness and going out and over against power-that meekness 
daring the oppressive authorities , belongs to woman and power to man. 
there are women in the vanguard. Because of the inability to relate these 

In the same way, women played a two things, our humanity has been 
distinctive role in the missionary brutalized and we are where we are in 
movement both at home and abroad, this pursuit of death by rearmament 
from the very earliest centuries . This and war. Another thing is the central 
fact needs much more historical re- relationship between identity and 
search. So does the role of women in community . The heart of God 's revela-
the ecumenical movement, starting ti on of human ity was male and female. 
with the Y.W.C.A. and the Student In that he indicated to us that there is 
Christian Movement in which so many no homogeneous, uniform way by 
of us men learned how to live with which God wills that we should live, 
women as equals only we did not but rather in full recognition of our 
know how to carry it on from there . diversities and through those diversi-

What I have further observed in ties find our unity and community. 
these writings, gathered by the com- And lastly, what I have learned has 
munity study, is a deepening of our been a fresh impetus for our call to 
theological understanding of what it justice and peace. We have been 
means to be human, and in quite new talkingagreatdeal about development 
ways. First of all, our whole under- as self-reliance. But we haven't no-
standing of sexuality is challenged. ticed that in most of the world, 
We are called to take it more seriously, especially the poor world , it's the 
especially in our theology. Secondly, women who have been carrying the 
we're challenged to see that being tremendous burden of poverty and 
human means dealing with the issues development. And it is they who have 
of dualism. The whole division be- been showing what self-reliance can 
tween flesh and spirit--often putting mean . Just to take one simple exam-
flesh as woman-and assuming spirit pie, we talk in our development work 
implicitly in terms of man-has been a about appropriate technology, when 
heresy, even worse than a heresy in the technology itself originated in ancient 
life of the church. Or again the dualism cultures largely due to the efforts and 
of private and public-women being ingenuity of women. The struggle for 
private and men public-but also peace in a war-obsessed world is only 
keeping men with the mentality in possible when women are deeply and 
which the ordinary human virtues decisively engaged politically . 
were private but in public it was the Some years ago I had to prepare for a 
survival of the fittest which reigned . women's conference-a study on the 
This dualism is also challenged by our first chapters of Luke and especially 
new understanding of what it is to be the Magnificat-and I read a com-
human. And the third dualism which is mentary by La Grange-the great 
be ing challenged is that of meekness Roman Catholi c Semitic scholar. In 
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that study he brought out and I later 
pursued , the origins of the word 
'Mary,' that other person who has 
been used and abused by the churches 
concerning the role of woman. Now, 
Mary comes from a verb mara which 
has two roots. One root means to be 
fat, and to be fat in Semitic terms in 
those days meant to be beautifu I. Of 
course, I dare say this was a very 
acceptable thing, as we can see in the 
whole iconography of Mary. In fact La 
Grange decided that this was the better 
root of the word . But he was honest 
enough to say that there is another 
meaning of the word mara and that is 
to revolt-to lead a revolution . This is 
clear if you read the Magnificat
where the mighty are brought down 
from their seats, including ecclesias
tics , and the humble and meek are 
exalted. Now that in itself is an 
indication of our problem. Even in 
terms of our scientific, biblical work, 
the meaning of the word mara , we 
men deliberately chose it to mean just 
to be fat and beautiful but not to revolt, 
to work for change. And yet what Mary 
as the Theotokos, God bearer, came to 
teach us was the beauty of holiness, 
the total commitment to God and to his 
purpose, but also the power of healing 
and renewing love for a chance to 
change men and women towards one 
family in justice and peace. • 

Ph ilip Potter is general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches. 
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Voices From Sheffield 

Ministry to and by Women 

I wi 11 begin with the observation that 
the Church 's ministry to women, at 

least in my own tradition , is often 
exercised badly and insensitively. This 
is , I think, because the ministry of the 
Church to women, and in the Church 
by women, has had a very odd history . 
After the 16th century the Protestants, 
and especiall y the Quakers, in their 
commitment to the priesthood of al I 
believers, were committed to the view 
that the Spirit moved all , and the 
Quakers found women had to be 
restrained from being moved for they 
were unduly garrulous. Yet their pred
ecessors the Lutherans, the Calvinists, 
and, to a degree the Anglicans, not 
only took the legitimate areas of 
ministry from women, but also saw the 
area of activity of women solely in 
terms of seducing or, if virtuous, in 
child-rearing. 

Calvin asserted that the midwife 
who had been responsible for baptism 
of the newly born par excellence " may 
not usurp the functions of men, let 
alone priests, by baptizing." Luther, 
too, came to much the same conclu
sion. He noted that " men have broad 
shoulders and narrow hips, and ac
cordingly they possess intelligence. 
Women have narrow shoulders and 
broad hips. Women ought to stay at 
home; the way they were created 
indicate this, for they have broad hips 
and a wide fundament to sit upon, 
keep house, bear and raise children ." 

The results of these insights have 
been many. In the first place ministry 

Robert A. Runcie 

has become a masculine professional 
status occupation. It has become 
largely a matter of priesthood. Yet the 
contemplative nun , the nurse, the 
teacher and social worker, are all 
'ministers,' and some of them by 
definition , feminine ministers . It is 
indeed significant that within the 
Anglican Communion more contem
plative religious are female , and 
women in 1975 were studying more in 
the field of education, where they 
accounted for 71 % of all students, 
than any other single profession . 

It is therefore an imperative for the 
churches to regain a wide concept of 
ministry which is not narrowed by the 
jurisdictional inhibitions of those who 
cannot recognize a ministry unless it is 
institutionalized by the formal authori 
zation of a bishop, a presbytery or a 
congregation . Indeed there is a real 
danger that an over-concentration of 
the issues involved in the ordination of 
women may reinforce a clericali st 
view of the Church; the only ministry 
worth exercising is an ordained one. 
Yet in my own Communion, and in the 
history of Western Christendom , 
Dame Julian of Norwich , Everlyn 
Underhi II , and a whole host of persons 
who act as such diverse things as 
marriage guidance counsellors and 
spiritual advisors in reality are minis
ters . It is a reality because, as the 
Roman Catholics and Free Churches 
have recognized (more perhaps than 
the Anglicans), women who are not 
necessarily fem inists nor would neces
sarily offer themselves for the priest
hood , do not see their contribution to 
the Church solely in terms of altar 
flowers , inspiring as these creations 
may be . They have encountered, as a 
matter of historical fact, the enormous 
needs which they and they alone can 
fulfill. Dame Josephine Barnes has 
recognized this in medicine, and in 
her stand for one hospital for women 
has tried to state the need for certain 
problems to be dealt with in certain 
ways . These problems are not merely 
medical. Women of maturity can often 
help other women , particularly the 
battered or hard pressed, with their 
problems of pain or prayer, simply 
because the problem hardly needs 

Robert A. Runcie 

stating and female ministry goes be
yond to those who see that precisely 
because women have been underva
lued for so long they may instinctively 
identify with others-for instance, 
prisoners as with Elizabeth Fry, or 
prostitutes as with Josephine Butler, to 
say nothing of homosexuals who are 
similarly placed . 

Women do not simply need to be 
trained for these roles. Indeed, some of 
the more imaginative courses for them 
are those which train them in spiritual
ity-two month courses by the Roman 
Catholic , for instance--or in recogni
tion of their own selves, body, mind 
and spirit, womb and wit, which all 
Churches are beginning to undertake. 
But much is still to be done. • 

The Most Rev. Robert A. Runcie is 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Participants listen intently 
during the Consultation. 
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APOSTLES 
OF 

HEALTH 

Dorothy R. Gilbert 

The year w as 1955, and I was in my 
first term as a Women's Division 

missionary at Wembo Nyama in the 
center of the Belgian Congo. My 
nursing education degree hadn 't prov
en very useful in my teaching of 
auxiliary nurses . I would be getting my 
certificate in nurse-midwifery during 
my first furlough , but was already 
responsible for the materni ty and for 
teaching midwives who were either 
young girls with three years of primary 
school or else illiterate older women . I 
would be getting my Master of Public 
Health degree the second furlough ; 
meanwh i le I was the supervisor of fi ve 
au xi I iary-staffed sate I I ite dispensaries 
th roughout the Wembo Nyama Dis
trict. 

Ninety ki lometers from Wembo 
Nyama, over a deeply rutted , sandy 
road w ith narrow log bridges, usually 
broken in , l ay the village of 
Ukit'Ud imba, whose ch ief desired a 
dispensary w ith a res ident nurse to 
care for his fam ily and his more than 
one thousand population . Protestants, 
Cathol ics and government had been 
refusi ng him for some time, but 
recently he had sent a delegation to 
assu re me that al l the necessary 
cond itions had been met: road re
pai red , d ispensary and nurse's resi
dence bu i lt. Al so he had recommen-

dations from the pastor and the district 
superintendent. I promised to come 
and look over the situation . 

At the agreed-upon day I set off at 
dawn at the wheel of the pickup with a 
team from the hospita l and their drugs 
and portable equipment. The road was 
indeed in good repai r, new logs 
spanned the streams, and men with 
machetes and women with hoes were 
sti 11 clearing the last roots and vines 
from the fi nal mile through the forest 
leading into the village. The talking 
drums from preceding villages must 
have given the signal , for as we 
emerged the whole population was 
lining the main street on both sides, 
shouting, clapping, waving bunches 
of flowers . Somebody shot off a few 
salutes w ith a homemade muzzle
load ing shotgun . Pa lm branches laced 
w ith bougainvi llea arched over the 
road , and at intervals lengths of 
unbleached muslin were stretched 
across with messages painted on them. 

One message struck my heart with a 
fresh realization of the meaning of the 
word " missionary" : Atumami wa 
unya shungu , yayu~Those sent by 
God, Welcome ! Our truckload of 
apostles was overwhelmed . The nurse 
in the cab with me was laugh ing and 
crying at the same time; he kept 
re pea ting : " Never in al I my born days 
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have I seen anything like this!" 
First, there were speeches and many 

gifts of chickens, eggs, rice and fruit, 
then we unloaded our equipment. The 
auxiliary dentist set up his foot
operated drill in the shade of a tree and 
proceeded to fill and pull the teeth of 
fifty or so people in the next two days. 
We divided up the work : I saw the 
women and children, the lab techni
cian looked at stools and blood smears 
in the microscope, auxiliary nurses 
examined patients, passed out pills, 
potions and shots and did minor 
surgery. A student set up a flip chart 
and gave a lesson about worms and 
how to prevent them. 

By next day we had treated over 200 
patients, and all but the most destitute 
had paid something, in kind if not in 
cash . The food received in payment 
would be sold to the nursing school to 
feed the students. We set out for home, 
the truck groaning with food and 
patients who needed treatment by the 
doctor himself, along with their family 
helpers, food , pots, buckets, lanterns 
and mats, and the inevitable extra 
passenger or two who had urgent 
business somewhere and insisted that 
a bicycle tied to the outside of the truck 
would not increase the weight on the 
springs. 

After all that, we naturally hastened 
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to send an auxil iary nurse to open the 
dispensary and furni sh continuing 
care . In fact one of the nurses who 
went on the trip was so impressed with 
the needs of the vi I I age that he 
volunteered to go there with his family 
and serve in that di stant and isolated 
place. 

25 Years Later 

Now a quarter of a century has 
passed, Congo is Zaire, independent 
since 1960, and I sit in New York City 
weaving fantasies-futile exercise-
about how the trip and its follow-up 
might have been different, so that I 
could say with assurance that the 
people of Ukit'Udimba are healthier 
now than they were before, that 
worms and malaria and malnutrition 
no longer plague them because they 
have learned how to keep themselves 
healthy. 

In those days we did do a few things 
right . Today the major watchword is 
primary care ; others are community 
participat ion and auxiliary health 
workers. With our network of dispen
saries staffed by auxiliary nurses, we 
were indeed giving pr imary care close 

to where most of the people I ived . The 
community participated to the extent 
of building and maintaining the dis
pensary and nurse's residence and 
paying for service and medication . 
There was supervision and continuing 
in-service training as the missionary 
nurses made their monthly district 
rounds . There was a fairly adequate 
supply of simple, basic medicines and 
vaccines. 

What we didn't do was involve the 
whole community in the whole deci
sion making process so they wou Id feel 
that maintenance of health was the 
responsi bi I ity of everybody, not just 
the resident nurse and the mission
aries . We did not, as recommended 
now, train health workers on the spot 
from among the people: nurses were 
trained in a school and were outsiders, 
consistently refusing to serve in their 
home villages because of the pressure 
they would be under to give free 
medicine to their extended families. 
Our health education methods were 
mostly formal , nurses delivering lec
tures as they had received them in their 
classrooms . Little prevention was 
done: what the people demanded was 
curative medicine, and if no receipts 

came into the dispensary, the nurse 
was likely not to be paid . We rarely 
worked with traditional birth atten
dants or other healers : they were afraid 
we would report them to the colonial 
authorities, who tried to forbid their 
work. In only one vi l lage of my 
itinerary was the herbali st a regular 
helper at the dispensary. He was a 
colorful character who gladly shared 
his knowledge of the healing proper
ties of plants with us. 

What is the state of health of the 
people of Ukit' Udimba today? I wi sh I 
knew. The v i I I age was transferred to 
the Djalo District, and nothing ever 
came of my idea of visiting it sometime 
during my last two terms. The Land 
Rover was broken down and there was 
no fuel , or what I ittle there was cost 
$40 a gallon . The road was again 
impassable, upkeep neglected be
cause vehicles were no longer expect
ed ; my responsibilities in the graduate 
nursing school , maternity and mid
wifery school kept me occupied. 
Could I land by plane at Djalo and go 
to Ukit'Udimba on the back of the 
nurse's motor scooter? A skeptical look 
from him. And what would be the 
point? A reliable recurring program is 

(Opposite page) Dorothy Gilbert in Zaire several years ago. (Below) Young mothers in Zaire. 
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"WhQt would it tQke 
to go to Ukit 'UdimbQ 

Qnd begin over QgQin?" 

needed, not an isolated visit from a 
foreigner, raising hopes beyond rea
son . 

What supervision is done happens 
when the nurse comes on his bike to 
turn in his receipts, pick up his pay and 
the few medicines that may be in stock 
in the Djalo dispensary. Because of 
foreign currency exchange and trans
portation problems, it is impossible to 
obta in enough medicines for the hos
pital, let alone for all the dispensaries. 

There used to be enough food with 
some left over to sell , and we saw very 
little extreme malnutrition. Now there 
are more mouths to feed and fewer 
hands to work the land as the young 
people spend their time in the school
room and then go off to look for 
non-existent jobs . A development 
group from Europe set up an agricul
tural project in the area, but since 
diamonds were discovered in the 
streams, the men would rather pan 
them than cultivate the soil. 

Using New Ideas 

What would it take to go to 
Ukit' Udimba now and begin all over 
again, following the new ideas? First of 
all, you wouldn ' t-indeed you 
couldn't-go with a truckload of 
apostles, stay two days and go away 

again. Someone would have to go 
humbly by foot or bike, sit down with 
the people and slowly, oh so slowly, 
find out what they themselves could 
do to better their own health. Maybe 
health isn 't what they care most about. 
Maybe they are more interested in 
having a metal bridge rebuilt across a 
large stream so that trucks can get in to 
buy their cash crops and bring con
sumer goods--textiles, soap, sugar, 
salt, buckets, tools-to the local mer
chants . Maybe their priority concern is 
how to get rid of the swarms of birds 
that wipe out their grain crop unless 
the family camps in the forest for 
weeks at a time to chase them away. 
Don't these concerns have something 
to do with health? 

If the person working at the develop
ment process happens to be a nurse, 
she or he would of course treat urgent 
injuries and illnesses, but would try as 
far as possible to work with the 
traditional healers and also advise 
treatments, and above all preventive 
measures, which could be done at 
home. For instance, a sugar-salt-water 
solution that mothers can make and 
give to children with diarrhea is far 
more effective in saving I ives than any 
medicine in the pharmacy. The person 
initiating the dialogue would not have 

Woman with charcoal burner commonly used in villages in Zaire. (Above) A family 
planning clinic of the Methodist Church. 
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Future midwives are trained at Piper Memorial Hospital in Kapanga in 1970. The teacher is Heather Connell from England. 

to be medical, in fact a team of 
agricultural, health and literacy work
ers, for instance, would be better yet. 
And since we are talking about a 
church program, the pastor or cate
chist would be an important part of the 
team, if he could learn to listen and not 
preach a// the time. The principles I 
have described in relation to the health 
program-finding out what people 
already know about health and what 
their priority physical needs are-
might apply as well to the spreading of 
the Gospel. Finding out what the 
people already know about God and 
what they perceive to be their priority 
spiritual needs might be a way to begin 
a witness to the saving power of Christ. 

I couldn 't go back to Ukit'Udimba, 
but in 1979, when I was feeling total 
frustation at trying to teach community 
health to student nurses in a classroom 
on the "mission station", I walked 
with some of them one afternoon to a 
small village a few kilometers away, 
not to weigh babies or give shots but to 
get acquainted with the people and 
find out what they themselves were 
thinking about their health. The big
gest problem in conducting this little 
experiment was a recent graduate 
nurse who wanted to show off his 
knowledge and importance by giving a 
lecture on every subject that came up. 
Another problem was the local repre
sentative of the political party who 
wanted to show off his importance, but 
was drunk and not talking much sense 
and was largely ignored by the villag
ers. What impressed me most was the 

knowledge, good sense and assurance 
of the women. I asked them why 
people are hungry now, unlike several 
years ago. "Because those who eat are 
more numerous than those who culti
vate," they replied promptly. I asked 
how many people, counting visitors, a 
woman is able to feed for a year 
through the labor of her hands. With
out hesitation they replied " Five, or at 
most six. " 

The disease that bothered them most 
was malaria, and they believed this 
was because of the many old palm 
trees where water collects at the base 
of the fronds and furnishes an ideal 
breeding place for mosquitoes. The 
men explained that they could not cut 
down the trees w ithout permission 
from the local government, but if I 
wou Id certify it was necessary for their 
health and write a permit. I explained 
that I was not a) a government official , 
b) about to solve their problem for 
them. As the men were eagerly plan
ning how to cut down the trees, the 
women broke in indignantly : "You 
don't care about chopping down the 
trees because of the mosquitoes, but 
because you want to make palm wine, 
and you drink too much already!" At 
the end of the day we left the vi I lagers 
with the idea of choosing a representa
tive committee to discuss their health 
problems-including the old palm 
trees-in more detail. Soon after I left 
on furlough, and Mr. Dikoma, Public 
Health Nurse who happens to be from 
that village, was to continue the 
process. 

After furlough I had planned to 
return to Central Zaire, live in a vi llage 
and apply the princ iples I had been 
learning about. Instead, I accepted a 
position with the Associated Mission 
Medical Office to develop a new 
International Health Orientation Pro
gram. In the course of building up the 
program I have read and heard much 
that wi 11 be very usefu I when I do 
return next year, and have met and 
learned from many people who are 
working in both long established and 
in pioneering health projects in vari
ous parts of the world . As I have been 
iearning, I have been passing on 
information to health workers around 
the world through our IHC Occasional 
Bulletin and have helped broaden the 
knowledge of t hose taking our 
courses . One of my qualifi cations for 
teach ing these courses is that I know 
many wrong ways to do th ings and 
hope others will learn from my mis
takes. 

Meanwhile , back at Wembo 
Nyama, Mr. Dikoma and Joseph ine 
Saprid, missionary nurse from the 
Philippines, are beginning health pro
grams in several v illages atthe request, 
and with full participation , of the 
community members and are tra ining 
volunteer health promoters fro m 
among them . A new kind of apostle of 
health is coming. • 

Dorothy R. Gilbert, a UM World Divi
sion missionary, has been serving as 
Educational Associate with the Associated 
M ission Med ical Offi ce. 
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TEXT flND PHOTO) BY JOHN C. GOODWIN 

0 f course I knew that the New 
Hebrides had achieved indepen

dence on July 30th, 1980 and that the 
new name was Vanuatu but a very 
practical significance of that fact had 
not yet come to my attention; the need 
for a visa. Shortly past seven on a 
Sunday morning Mrs. Lorine Tevi, at 
that time the general secretary of the 
Pacific Council of Churches, took me 
to the airport near Suva, Fiji where I 
was to board an eight o'clock flight for 
Port Vila, Vanuatu . 

"Just leave me off, I' ll be OK," I said 
as I left her car. " No, I' ll park and 
come in," she had replied . "Here we 
never leave our guests until we are sure 
that they are on their way. " I soon 
learned how fortunate I was that that 
was her custom. Upon presentation of 
my passport I was told that I could not 
take off because I had no visa for 
Vanuatu . Mrs. Tevi was astounded at 
my shortsightedness on having left the 
states without all of my paper-work in 
order but she was not content to leave 
matters there. Requesting the use of a 
telephone, she put in a long distance 
call to Vanuatu, one time zone earlier, 
awaking the deputy prime minister, 
the Rev. Fred Timakata. Mr. Timakata, 
a Presbyterian minister, agreed to talk 
on the phone to the Fijian immigration 
authorities and convinced them that I 
would be welcome in Vanuatu despite 
the lack of a visa . Later, he met me at 
the Port Vila Airport assuring me a 
cordial reception with the customs and 
immigration authorities. 

The experience taught me several 
things about the Pacific area generally 
and about this newest of nations 
specifically. I learned that despite the 
immenseness of the area in geographic 
terms, human populations were 
counted in very low numbers, the total 
population of the more than 70 islands 
making up Vanuatu being only slightly 
more than one hundred thousand. 
Populations are low enough that it is 
possible for individuals personally to 
know significant numbers of the lead
ers of several countries or territories. 
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Secondly I learned that the Christian 
church had taken and was taking a 
significant role in the development of 
the Pacific region . In Vanuatu partic
ularly, this has been the case. Later, in 
an interview, the nation's first Prime 
Minister, Father Walter Leni, an Angli
can Priest, told me that the Protestant 
church had always been in the fore
front of social action movements in the 
New Hebrides and that people came 
to expect it. Prime Minister Leni 
himself became convinced that it was 
not enough for a pastor to stand in the 
pulpit and criticize but that one must 
point the way, indeed, one must lead 
the way. 

The government of the New He
brides was unique among colonial 
possessions. The islands were for 
many years jointly administered by 
France and Great Britain in what was 
known as a condominium form of 
government. Practically all govern
mental services were offered in English 
and in French and colonial adminis
trators from both nations saw to the 
affairs of the territory. Both English and 
French are used today as well as 
Bislama (a kind of pidgin English) and 
island languages. 

European missionaries, in the nine
teenth and early part of the twentieth 
centuries, worked to establish strong 
churches and were so successful that 
indigenous church leaders, primarily 
Presbyterian and Anglican, now pro
vide much of the leadership of the 
country. 

Prime Minister Len i's church leader
ship led logically to political leader
ship. As a leader in the Vanuaaka Pati 
(political party), he became its presi
dent and the Rev. Mr.Timakata be
came its Vice President. According to 
the party's constitution, the leaders of 
the party would become the leaders of 
the government if the party were to win 
national elections and then, indepen
dence. Aside from the Prime Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister, there are 
other members of parliament and of 
the government who are clergy mem-



A fisherman and the interior of the Vanuatu Parliament 
are two aspects, one traditional and the other 
modem, of this new nation of 100,000 souls. 
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Care must be taken 
to pteaetve the 

way of life. 

bers of their various denominations. 
But a new country governed as a 

western style democracy, with a par
liament and a prime minister, is still an 
alien form of government for many 
individuals leading a traditional life. 
Traditionally local power resided in 
the chiefs and in their elders. Prime 
Minister Leni observed that very few 
members of the government were 
chiefs and that great care needed to be 
taken to insure that these customary 
chiefs did not view the new govern
ment as a threat to their power. 
Consistent with the belief that the 
chiefs are important to the islander's 
way of life and serve as an important 
administrative unit as well, the consti
tution provides for a National Council 
of Chiefs. Chiefs will then continue to 
serve as an important part of govern
ment. Customary chiefs have tradi
tionally had authority where land use 
was concerned. Under the new con
struction that authority continues in 
the chiefs on both the local and 
national levels; no land use policies 
can be made without the cooperation 
of the National Council of Chiefs. 

Prime Minister Leni says that he i 
comfortable in both worlds; the tradi
tional and the modern. Traditional 
ritual were important a part of 
lne:iepeodenee y as were 
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(Above) Assembly Clerk Philip Shing talking to Australian 
missionaries Mr. and Mrs. Leon Thorpe. (Right) Onesua School 
store. 

(Opposite page, from top) Prime 
Minister Fr. Walter leni, Deputy 
Prime Minister Rev. Fred Timakata, 
exterior of the Parliament building. 
(This page, above) The "kitchen" at 
Onesua school. (Left) Sign at a rural 
Presbyterian church, New Zealand 
missionary Ken Calvert 
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point out, nuclear waste can easily 
poison the waters of the Pacific and 
what are these islands, these tiny 
dots of land, without the sea? 
There is no Methodist church of 

Vanuatu. The General Board of Global 
Ministries has had indirect contacts 
through ecumenical relationships for 
many years but direct financial and 
programmatic involvement began 
only during the 1970's. As a part of a 
Pacific tour, Henry A. Lacy, former 
World Division area secretary for the 
Pacific, visited the New Hebrides 
where he was asked if he could 
provide an agricultural expert for a 
rural development project. Knowing 
that Michael and Judy Heath were just 
finishing a term in Sarawak he asked 
them if they would like to serve in the 
New Hebrides. They accepted and 
served the Lenakel rural development 
project on the island of Tana for two 
years. They have since returned to the 
states. 

Agricultural development work on 
Tana included ~ater supply develop
ment, classes in sewing, crop im
provements, and experimentation in 
making nutritious flours from locally 
grown plants. It also included devel
oping a school garden for the Rev. 
Philip Shing, then headmaster of a 
nearby Presbyterian school. (Shing 
is now the Assembly Clerk of the 
Vanuatu Presbyterian Church.) The 
garden served the dual role of outdoor 
classroom and food source for the 
student body. It also involved working 
with New Zealand Presbyterian mis
sionary Ken Calvert-then serving as 
district pastor (roughly equivalent to 
district superintendent) for the five 
southernmost islands of the chain. Mr. 
Calvert is now working in a form of 
"practical Christianity," as he calls it, 
in the office of the Prime Minister in the 
Department of Central Planning. Spe-

cifically he is involved in energy 
planning, rural water supply develop
ment, appropriate technology, and 
village industry. 

Like the prime minister and deputy 
prime minister he finds a challenge in 
putting his Christian commitment and 
ideals to work in seeking to build a 
new nation where the best interests of 
individuals is of primary importance. 
As far as possible Mr. Calvert believes 
that self sufficiency is the answer. The 
country has an advantage in not being 
overpopulated. There are ample for
ests so that dependence on foreign 
petrolum products for energy can, 
with planning, be lessened. There is a 
12 month growing season so it should 
be possible to become virtually self 
sufficient in food. This would lessen 
the effects of the often repeated 
tropical cycle of selling tropical prod
ucts (such as copra and unprocessed 
fish) cheaply and buying finished 
goods and processed foods dearly. 

Louise Fricke is another United 
Methodist missionary who has served 
in Vanuatu (then the New Hebrides). 
No United Methodist missionaries are 
serving the country at the present time 
but for two years Ms. Fricke taught at 
Onesua school on the island of Efate, 
where the capital city of Port Vila is 
located. A listing in the current Ad
vance Special catalogue is for books to 
improve the library at Onesua. 

Onesua is a Presbyterian secondary 
boarding school. Young people from 
throughout Vanuatu attend Onesua 
where they not only receive a good 
academic education but practical ex
perience in farming, shop, cooking, 
sewing, health, and handicrafts. The 
Rev. Phinp Shing speaks highly of the 
school. "It is our hope," he says, "that 
most of these young people will 
complete school and return to their 
villages. There they will be looked up 
to because of their education and their 
skills and they will, in time, become 
leaders of their communities. They 
wi II bring what they have learned to 
help their families, their villages, their 
islands, and their country." 

The Pacific area is huge and its 
peoples are diverse. Some of the 
cultures are among the world's oldest. 
Some of it's nations are among the 
world's newest. • 

John C. Goodwin is Associate Director 
of Photographic Services, Education and 
Cultivation Division, GBGM. 

These photographs are suitable for use with 
next year's study on the Pacific islands. 
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"Whot ore these islonds, 
these tiny dots of lond, 

witho t the seo?" 

(Opposite page) Top, children at Onesua, a Presbyterian 
boarding school. Women outside church. (This page) From 
top, Philip Shing and Prime Minister's sister talking on a 
satellite hookup with the Pacific Conference of Churches in 
Fiji, Mr. Shing chats with a farmer, tea time after chu rch. 



Poem by Rtilloa 
From El Estandarte Evsngelico, officia I organ of the 

Argentine Evangelical Methodist Church, April 
1981 . 

The author, a member of the chu rch in Junfn, is the 
aunt of one of Argentina 's thousands of disap
peared persons. 
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Some of the members of the colony at the dedication. 

Leprosy Rehabilitation at Ghaziabad 
J. R. Singh 

During monsoon spells, the River 
Hindon near Ghaziabad is often 

flooded . A short distance away, off 
Meerut Road, a group of lepers for 
years have been rehabi I itati ng them
selves on a patch of land given to them 
by the government. The flood waters 
posed a constant threat to these 
helpless and poor people. But in the 
course of time, the unprecedented 
floods of 1978 washed their cherished 
habitat away. Without any option, the 
leper community fled away, empty 
handed, for sheer survival . 

Rendered destitute by natural ca
lamity, this group of wandering lepers 
(better known as victims of Hanson 's 
Disease) was desperately in search of 
shelter. By sheer necessity they occu
pied a government shelter meant for 
the use of the city transport. They 
made several appeals to the district 
administration to acquire alternate 
accommodation . Ultimately , the 
Ghaziabad City Board provided 3500 
meters of land. 

This space was a part of the former 
district sullage farm and is located 
approximately 200 yards away from 
the Delhi-Ghaziabad Grand Trunk 
Road . The leper community then 
appealed to the Ingraham Institute at 
Ghaziabad to enable them to establish 
their colony. 

Subsequently, Mr. Raj Kumar Mi
chael, who is the Director of the 

Ingraham Institute at Ghaziabad, noti
fied CASA, the Church's Auxiliary for 
Social Action . He stressed the need for 
proper rehabilitative measures for the 
uprooted lepers. The beneficiary I ist 
comprised twenty-six families repre
senting a cross section of the various 
religions of our Indian society. 

CASA was convinced by this sound 
proposal. A new project had come into 
its perspective. With the acquisition of 
the necessary funds, the construction 
of the leper colony began in earnest. 
The lepers sat around with mounting 
expectation as each successive brick 

"Development 
growth is the 
hallmark of 

progress for any 
individual, an 

organization or a 
community.'' 

The entire planning infrastructure of 
this community block has been done 
in accordance with the Ghaziabad 
Development Authority. 

It was a time for natural joy for the 
Ingraham Institute and CASA to wit
ness the completion of the newly built 
rehabilitation colony . A radiant sun 
harboured the morning chill on Jan
uary 21, 1981 , as Mr. N .S. Chopra, 
Administrator of the Ghaziabad De
ve lopment Authority, cut the red 
ribbon at the gate of this new colony 
and ushered in, as it were, a turning 
point in the destiny of the leprosy 
community. Bishop Eric A. Mitchell 
unveiled the foundation stone. 

Thereafter , Major J. K. Michael, 
Director, CASA, handed over the keys 
of all the living units to Mr. Rajendra 
Kumar (Additional District Magistrate) 
to officially hand over the colony to the 
Ghaziabad City Board . The City Board 
made allocations of these living units 
according to a prescri bed list. 

Today the members of the leper 
colony are beaming with satisfaction 
and they possess a dogged optimism to 

was laid. In the course of time, 36 achieve newer heights in their total 
living units sprung up in this area . Each development. All visitors to thi s colo-
living unit has a room and a verandah ny are received with a sunny smile . 
with electric fittings. The colony also One immediately senses a subtle 
has community toilet and bathing peace pervading the entire environ-
facilities, a common room and a ment. People may be seen hustling 
dispensary . An added facility relates to about their routine activity while some 
the provision of three hand pumps. individuals prefer to strike a comfort-
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(Center) The secretary of the colony, himself a leper, addresses the 
opening ceremony. (Bottom) Bishop Eric A. Mitchell of the Methodist 
Church of India and chairman of CASA, unveils the foundation stone. 

New World Outlook• November 1981 

(left) Government and church 
officials cutting the ribbon at the 
official inauguration of the new site. 

able posture on their stringed beds. 
Little children run around and rend the 
air with their laughter. A competent 
physician makes periodic visits to 
assess the appropriate medication for 
each member of this community. 
Some of the leprosy victims have been 
sufficiently educated so as to adminis
ter independently medicinal dosages 
and to dress wounds . 

The lepers have set apart some 
individuals who function as elders for 
the community. These elders have 
elected two people who serve as the 
president and the secretary. By and 
large, this leper community is imbued 
with a laudable dynamism as they are 
constantly engaged in direct liaison 
with the Government to seek any 
desired aid . The Government has 
already provided them with free water 
and electricity. Furthermore, the Gov
ernment is also considering granting 
them a piece of land adjacent to their 
colony, for kitchen gardening. 

The Secretary of this community has 
just lately made the extremely note
worthy and innovative formulation of 
a gobar gas (Bio-gas) plant, a poultry 
project and a small animal husbandry 
project. This tentative plan is to be 
submitted to CASA. Apart from under
taking such an assignment, CASA has 
already educated this leper communi
ty about various resources such as the 
government and commercial banks. 

Development growth is the hall
mark of progress for any individual , an 
organization or a community. The 
members of this leper colony at 
Ghaziabad are well within the process 
of developmental growth as they 
continue to devise more progressive 
schemes for their ultimate self
reliance . Furthermore, these physical
ly handicapped people do not shy 
away from any problems as they have 
already begun to organize themselves 
in an independent manner while 
CASA only acts as a pathfinder and a 
catalyst. • 

J. R. Si ngh is development officer fo r the 
Church 's Auxil iary fo r Socia l Action , an 
ecumenical Ind ian Christ ian self-hel p and 
emergency relief organization. 
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A RETURN TO ALGERIA 

I twas eleven years si nce the young 
Algerian customs officer had smiled 

a little sadly at us (our 15-year-old son, 
my wife, w ho was holding our 2-year
old daughter, and me) as he checked 
our bags without opening them, and 
said, " Don't forget us, Monsieur Les
ter .11 Now the airliner over the emerald 
blue Mediterranean was making its 
approach turns revealing out the win
dow the sunburned countryside of the 
Algerian Mitdja Plain and the historic 
capital city, Algiers. I exclaimed to our 
now teen-aged daughter, " There's 
Algeria, Jody, the land where you were 
born ." The excitement of the Algerians 
on board was evident as the plane 
leveled off to land . But I do not believe 
their excitement exceeded ours . 

We landed at the airport, Dar 
El-Baida (White House), where this 
year the American hostages were 
released after their ordeal in Iran . A 
fact that is a tribute to some modern 
heroes, the diplomats of the United 
States, Iran, and especially those of 
Algeria who worked patiently and 
courageously until the release of the 
hostages was achieved . 

We were met by our colleague of 
eighteen years, the Rev. Dr. Hugh G . 
Johnson, pastor of the Algerian Protes
tant Church of Algiers . He waved to us 
out of the crowd in the bustling 
terminal building and soon he was 
embracing us in the warm Mediter
ranean fashion , even as the Algerian 
passengers were being embraced si-

Lester E. Griffith, Jr. 
Drawings by Jan ice Gri ffith 

mi larly by their friends and family, that 
is to say, a big hug and a kiss on each 
cheek-twice! 

It was good to be back. It had been 
agreed that for one month we would 
take Hugh Johnson 's " place" in the 
work while he was on leave . In 
Algeria, Islam is the recognized official 
religion of the Algerian Republic . 
There is also freedom of religious 
belief and practice of other faiths and 
their right to maintain places of 
worship is guaranteed by the Algerian 
Constitution. Hugh, with his wife, 
Shirley Ann , and their daughters touch 
the lives of many Algerians and others 
in their daily activities and work. 
Shirley works for the government 
educational program of training teach
ers to work with the handicapped of 
the country . 

As the sand-covered car headed 
toward the city from the airport, we 
were overwhelmed by what we were 
to experience in the next hour. The 
surge of cars, buses , and trucks 
bumper to bumper and the pedestr ians 
who jammed the palm tree lined 
thoroughfare was almost unbelievable 
as compared with our earlier experi
ences in the country. 

" My, what a traffic jam, is it always 
like this?" 

" No, just at ru sh hours and we are 
approachi"ng Ramadan (the month of 
daytime fasting for all Muslims) and 
many fam i I ies are either going into the 
city or returning to the countryside for 

the month and the holidays." 
Algiers is now over two million 

people. When we left a decade ago, it 
was only 500,000 people . We noticed 
as we moved along in the traffic the 
many new buildings, high-rise apart
ments up to 19 stories, new multi-col
ored University buildings, and a ma
jestic building for Islamic studies all 
gleamed in the Algerian sunlight. Then 
finally the port came into view with 
many merchant vessels waiting their 
turn to move in or out and the always 
impressive city risi ng in a wide arch 
from the water's edge in tiers of white 
buildings in graceful lines up to the 
horizon high above the port. 

Once at the inner-city church , 
hostel, church offices, and living 
quarters complex of the Protestant 
Church of Algeria, we immediate ly 
began to realize the wide scope of the 
Johnsons' ministry. In the few days 
before they left on furlough and during 
our stay, many friends called at their 
apartment; Christians from Madagas
car, Zaire, France, Holland, Ger
many, Spain, the Congo, and many 
other countries as well as Algerians . 

When I served Holy Communion on 
our first Sunday evening service, there 
were some thirty persons from seven 
different nations present in the l ittle 
church. At the service, the feeling was 
warm and worshipful. The singing, 
much of it in four part voices, was 
vibrant and touching. The services 
were conducted in French . Espec ially 

New World Outlook • November 1981 [465) 33 



moving in the services were ti mes 
when we had persons sing in their own 
la nguages some spec ial favorites . 
Their voices blended beautifu I ly and 
the earnestness of the ir faith in Christ 
was evident in their faces . 

Our first night' s sleep was d isturbed 
at 4 :00 a. m. by an earthquake of short 
duration . This remi nded us of the work 
of the Committee of Christian Service 
in Algeria . The offices for this organi
zation were also in the church com
plex. This arm of Church World 
Service has been working in the 
country for nearly twenty years. We, 
as Christians, have worked through 
CCSA to help Algeri ans in their nation 
buildi ng process si nce independence 
(1962) in a vast reforestat ion program 
that we were able to see aga in on our 
travels , vario us " fo od for w ork" 
projects , agr icultura l development 
projects, pu bli c health cl inics and, 
most recent ly, aid given to the people 
of the eastern city of El-Asnam w hen it 
was devasted by a killer earthquake. 

The American Embassy invited us to 
a 4th of July ce lebration for Americans 
and the Algeri ans worki ng for the 
embassy. The festivi ties, complete 
with picnic dinner, games, music, 
dancing, and formal greetings to honor 
the birth of our country, w as held on 
July 2nd , so that the Algerian employ
ees of the embassy and their fam ilies 
cou Id share in the ce lebration before 
Ramadan, w hich was to start just prior 
to the 4th . 

Further respect to Islam, the people 
and the observance of the ir fast, was 
evidenced by two Christian workers of 
the French Protestant trad ition . They 

came in one afternoon pushing their 
motor bi kes into the church courtyard 
for a few minutes rest. These sisters of 
Grandchamp needed to rest as they 
were fasting just as thei r poor neigh
bors in a less fortunate area of the city. 

Our daughter Jody also showed thi s 
same sen si t ivi ty when we traveled up 
into the Kabyle (Berber) area of the 
Atl as range of mountains. As we drove 
along we had sandwiches and fruit to 
tide us over the long auto trips to 
mission po ints we wished to visit . 
When we would approach work teams 
along the highways, she would always 
say, " put dow n your food so they wi ll 
not see us eating." 

We were impressed by the new 
bu ild ings of all types in cities, towns, 
and villages we had known earl ier. 
The cities proudl y di splayed new 
high-rise apartments and speciall y 
designed build ings for univers ities, 
schools, centers for Islamic studies, 
and bu i ld ings for industry and com
merce. In the Kabyle area, the normal 
pattern of one story rock homes, 
closel y ranged together on the ridges 
of the hi ll s in the At las range, has been 
broken by new homes that we cou Id 
see rising as high as f ive stories. 

On our tr ip to the easterri city of 
Constantine, we saw many groups of 
children at the seaside guided by 
vacationing un iversity youth all en
joying the beauty and the refreshing 
shores of the Med iterranean Sea. In 
this ancient city, named after the 
Roman Emperor Constantine , we 
stayed at the home of the Rev. Gerhart 
and Mrs. Herta Schreck, colleagues 
and friends for almost three decades. 

Kabyle wall decorations. 
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Thei r pastoral work for the Algeri an 
Protestant Church of Constantine is 
very si milar to that of the Johnsons in 
A lgiers, with many contacts with 
people of different backgrounds. We 
vis ited in the city the work of El sy 
Wendie, who directs a school for 
deaf-mute young women . Under the 
lea dersh i p of t h is capable Sw iss 
woman, these girl s are able to make 

"We immediatel.Y 
began to realize 
the wide scope of 

the ministr.Y." 

beautiful cloth ing, stuffed animals, 
gloves, and other useful items. They 
often furnish clothing for hospitals and 
other institutions. Her companion, 
Miss Cogefar, is employed in training 
kindergarten teachers for the govern
ment. 

We were invited one evening to a 
delightful evening in their arabesque 
home in the casbah to gather with 
others for prayer, meditation , and 
Bible study. In the group that gathered 
were three technicians from Pakistan 
working in the country on develop
ment projects . These projects for new 
industries were to be seen throughout 
the country. Agricultu re also seemed 
to be productive with some land under 
irrigation and places like the Constan
tine plain that once was the " bread
basket" for the Roman Empire are still 
producing grain for the booming 
population of Algeria . 

The friendliness of the people was 
the high po int for us, and we experi
enced it everywhere. At Les Quadhis, 
in the Kabyle area, where we lived for 
several years, one afternoon I took my 
w ife and daughter out to visit the 
vi llage. They vis ited women in their 
simple village homes. I awaited them 
at the roadside. The Kabyle " te le
phone" started to work and soon I was 
surrounded by men, boys, and chil
d.ren embracing me and I them . By the 
t ime the women and other children 
came up the path with my wife and 
daughter, our car was already en
gulfed by well-wishers of all ages 
laughing, express ing greetings and 
good-will on seeing us aga in. Our 
daughter w as overwhelmed by our 
popularity. 
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At our mission stati on at the edge of 
the illage, we maintain a matern ity 
and a fam ily mother-ch ild health 
cli nic . D irecting the matern ity is Erna 
Khader Sa im, who is a Swiss nurse and 
mid-w ife. Her husband is a laboratory 
techn ician working in a nearby hospi
tal . Two other Swiss nurses, Ruth Lang 
and Klaral i Zwaugg, direct the c linic. 
Here a small Sunday school is held 
each week and worship serv ices twice 
a month . On our visi ts we gathered in 
one of the mission homes for worship 
services. 

A small group of men, women, and 
children joyfull y sang hymns, read the 
scriptures, and heard the sermons . It 
was a privilege for me to preach again 
in the Kabyle language . One of the 
young women at the services who 
worked at the station was Rahnima 
Hennad, who we remembered as a 
chi ld . ow she was a gracious, 
capable woman, and mid-wife. Her 
abilit ies are greatly appreciated. She 
once was on duty alone for 24 hours, 
in which time twel ve mothers gave 
birth . There have been 1,7 14 births at 
the maternity this year. In one day 
while we were there, they had eight
three in fifteen minutes . 

Many Algerian young men and 
women that we met and talked with 
during our visit had been helped in 
their lives and their educational devel
opment by our Algerian United Meth
odist Homes for boys and girls and 
other social outreach activities of our 
missionaries . Their present achieve
ments impressed us. Here are a few of 
the positions held by some that we 
were able to ta I k w ith : a doctor, a 
lawyer, a captain in the national police 
force and a graduate of St . Cyr Military 
Academy of France, two engineers, an 
architect, several teachers, a professor 
of Geology at the Un iversity of Algiers, 
a business manager of a medical 
clinic, a business manager of a tourist 
complex, a secretary of a village hal I, a 
mayor, an executive in the office of 
economic planning, a controller and 
financial adviser to the Algerian a
tional Assembly, a secretary in the 
office of ational Direction, an official 
in the office of the Direction of the 
Algerian Postal System, directors of 
United Methodist points of witness 
and service. 

The generosity of our Algerian 
friends touched us deepl y. They 
showered gi fts upon us. One such 
occasion was when we visited in the 
home of a village carpenter . As we 
prepared to leave, he came bearing in 
his hands a beautifull y woven tapestry 

"The generosity 
of our Algerion 
friends touched 

us deeply." 

and a rafia basket and said to our 
daughter as he handed them to her, 
" When you were born , we were li ving 
in difficult times and we did not have 
much to give you . ow I want you to 
have these in celebration of your 
birth ." 

We were invited for a meal to the 
home of the son of one of our Kabyle 
lay preachers . His father and he had 
suffered long periods of imprisonment 
during the war for independence . He 
himself still suffered from the effects of 
torture. He received us in his gracious 
fifth story Algiers apartment. Proudly 
he introduced his wife and four of his 
five children . The apartment was airy 
and immaculate and boasted a color 
TV set. We felt quickly taken in as part 
of the family . 

After a meal of many tasty dishes we 
relaxed in their parlor and shared 
pictures of our families. Our host 
wanted to escort us home through the 
narrow dark streets of the city, but first 
" You must see with us the most 
popular TV show these days-DAL
LAS. " (TV is government sponsored 
and there are no commercials .) 

The evening over, flashlight in 
hand, Brahim led us down the six 
flights of stairs to street level. Just as we 
arrived we heard hurrying feet on the 
steps behind us. Two of his daughters 
breathlessly caught up with us and 
pressed into our daughter's hands a 
necklace and an Algerian head scarf to 
remember them by. 

A few days later two cars escorted us 
to the airport. As we stood in the 
airport awaiting flight time I excused 
myself to look for Hachemi-the 
young customs officer of years ago. I 
had learned he was now an important 
officer iri the customs brigade. I found 
out at his office that he was expected 
very soon , so I left him a note. As flight 
time approached we feared we would 

not get to see him. 
The bus was pulling away from the 

terminal building to take us to board 
our plane when I saw him coming out 
of the building. As the passengers 
started to climb the stairs to board the 
airplane there he was. He caught us up 
into his embrace with great warmth , 
joy and mutuall y shared love. We 
exc itedly exchanged a few words of 
news of our fam i lies . Hachemi was not 
only an important customs officer now 
but we knew he was also a Hadj . (One 
who has made the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. ) As we mounted the stairs I 
held up a sack in which I had a 
basketball , a reminder that he had 

A Kabyle woman offers figs. 

been a member of a basketball team I 
had organized many years ago. He 
recognized it, waved back enthusiasti
cally and laughed. As we waved a last 
time to him he knew we had not 
forgotten them and never will. Our 
pilgrimage was now over. It had been 
one full of mutual respect, of further 
development in human relationships 
and understanding, but above al l, of 
love, under God 's providence shared 
with old and new friends in Algeria . 

• Rev. Lester E. Griffi th and his w ife Janice 
were UM miss ionaries in Algeria from 
1952 until 1958, when he was captured by 
the A lgerian Liberation Army and held 
captive fo r six weeks . He served in 
Belgium and Tun isia until 1970 . He is 
present ly pastor of M t. Tabor UMC in East 
Canton, O hio, and served fo r 8 years as the 
East O hio Conference M issi onary Secre
tary. 
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The Gift of Gratitude 
-A Thanksgiving Meditation 

by J. Barrie Shepherd 

Perhaps this year, if we can share such openness, if we can avoid being overwhelmed by the 
sheer mechanics of the meal itself, the Lord will join us in our Thanksgiving , will surprise us in the 
little things : the trusting hand of a child, the seasoned eye of a grandparent, the ancient warmth of 
a log fire , the simplest words of human blessing over food . At least let us be ready to receive God's 
own surprising gift, the gift of gratitude. 

SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL 

Something beautiful 
Has happened to time. 
I don't feel 
Its running 
Out on me. 
I feel I have 
All the time 
There is. 
Time doesn't belong to me. 
I belong to time. 

THE KISS OF DEATH 

The kiss of death 
Has wakened me 
To life. 
I did not see, 
Nor hear, 
Nor feel , 
As I do now. 

Death 's touch, 
Like a lover's caress, 
Has left me 
Shaken 
With the beauty 
Of life. 

J . Barrie Shepherd Is a minister of the Swarthmore Presbyterian Church, Swa11hmore, Pa 

I WILL TRAVEL LIGHT 

I will travel 
Light 
As I journey 
Toward the sunrise. 

Who needs envy, 
Self-pity, 
Fear? 

They're too heavy for me. 

Without them 
I feel buoyant, 
Light . 

Have joy, 
Will travel. 

T 
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SPECIAL REPORT: 
Confrontation and 
Reconciliation In 
South Africa 

Hennie Serfontein 

Last month the Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa considered sugges

tions from a grass-roots conference 
called Obedience ' 81 held in July in 
Johannesburg, South Africa . It could 
have split the church along racial 
lines, but by God's grace it didn't. 

Wesley Mabuza, a Black minister of 
Durban, and Piet Taljaard , a white 
Afrikaans minister of Kroonstad , sym
bolized the dramatic confrontation 
and eventual reconciliation between 
black and white Christians at the 
recent Obedience '81 conference of 
the Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa. 

It was a sermon by Mr. Mabuza on 
Tuesday night July 14 that caused the 
simmering conflict to erupt into the 
open, bringing the conference to the 
brink of a racial split. And it was a 
moving statement by Mr. Taljaard , one 
of the hard line conservatives, 24 hours 
later, after a day of often bitter and 
angry discussions following the ser
mon , which finalized the reconcilia
tion . 

Using the text " You shall know the 
truth and the truth shall make you 
free, " Mr. Mabuza poured out his 
heart about what it meant every day to 
be a black Christian in South Africa . 

Shocked whites listened in a hushed 
silence when he said: "Sin is disobedi
ence to Christ. Therefore, in our 
present context in the South African 
setting, obedience to Christ should 
mean active disobedience to that 
which enslaves." 

Talking about the necessity of abso
lute truth and absolute sincerity in the 
Church he spoke about the bitterness 
and anger of blacks who suffer "the 
permanent insult and injury" of apart
heid . 

He rejected the claims of whites 
who said "Peace, peace, Christ will 
solve everything." Blacks who had felt 
the effects of apartheid were like 
Rachel who " cried out with bitter 
weeping and refused to be comfort
ed ." 

Blacks had to work out their own 
salvation. "We love God . But loving 
God and loving my neighbor may be 
different things to different people. 
Christians must be spiritually 

equipped to face oppression with so 
much courage that 'we must be able to 
say, if blood must flow let it flow." 

Expressing growing black resistance 
to such conferences-" an exercise in 
futility" he exclaimed . " The next time 
I come to something like this will be to 
celebrate, not before. We have parad
ed ourselves far too long and almost 
made fools of ourselves." 

Whites were angry, hurt, bewil
dered . Many had tears in their eyes. 
Others were belligerent. The next day 
Mr . Wesley Mabuza encountered 
open hostility from many whites . A 
few thanked him for " opening our 
eyes. " He himself was somewhat 
shaken and emotionally upset by the 
response. 

" I never advocated bloodshed . I 
merely meant that we as Christians 
should have the strength and be 
spiritually prepared should a blood
shed situation arise." Wednesday af
ternoon and evening he stayed away to 
avoid the white resentment. 

In the meantime the debate around 
his remarks continued that Wednes
day morning. Black secretary general 
elect Stanley Mogoba warned about 
the dangers of black and white 
Churches being isolated in their " re
spective ghettos." 

But the Rev . Kenneth Meaker of the 
conservative Free State stated that 
political liberation could never be 
confused with salvation . He warned 
about certain dangers of Black Theolo
gy. 

The Rev. Mr. Begbie, a black, 
countered that "salvation includes 
political liberation. " 

Another black warned that if the 
Church did not speak out in a clear 
voice as did Mr. Mabuza, that the 
black youth would leave the Church. 

And defending Mr. Mabuza , the 
Rev. Jerry Mosala, a theological lec
turer at the University of Botswana, 
warned whites: "Those blacks who tell 
you what you want to hear, tel I you 
there is nothing to fear . But remember 
similar talks did not avoid bloodshed 
in Zimbabwe." 

A young white delegate voicing the 
anguish of many whites pleaded with 
blacks, "What do you want us to do to 
show that we are Christians?" 

Then came a debate on Wednesday 
evening specially set aside to discuss 
the Mabuza sermon . A gray-haired 
white woman said: "I was dismayed. 
Mr. Mab"uza threatened and black
mailed us with violence ." Other 
whites accused Mr. Mabuza of lacking 
" Christian faith and hope. " 

But the white Rev. Donald Cragg, 
defend ing black consciousness "as 
blacks are today walking tall with 
heads high," said : " Blacks are no 
longer afraid to say what they think. I 
want to hear their true voices . I have a 
desire for real unity, not a false un ity." 

Other whites resented the claim that 
only whites were sinning because of 
apartheid . All races sinned and there 
were other sins apart from racism . 

Several whites insisted that the con
ference should pray for the Govern
ment and criticized some blacks who 
said they could not pray for their 
enemy. 

And one actually forced the whole 
conference to stand up as he prayed for 
the Government. 

Another elderly white pleaded 
emotionally with blacks : " Give me 
another chance. I want to be part of the 
solution, not part of the problem . I 
promise before God that my rema ining 
years wi 11 be spent in solidarity with 
you in bringing about that church we 
pledged to bring about at a conference 
in 1957. God bless Africa." 

One young white broke out in tears 
as he was emotionally overcome when 
speaking of Mr. Mabuza's sermon and 
his 3-months-old baby son . 

Another white said that whites tr ied 
too hard not to see that violence may 
come. " Perhaps there will be vio
lence . Our task as Christians is to pray 
for courage to face it if it comes ." 

This debate was followed by a hour 
long emotional sessi on of prayers, 
with people coming forward to the 
platform to be comforted by leading 
ministers. 

This was rounded off right at the end 
when Mr. Taljaard asked for special 
permission to make a statement . 

He said: " Something happened to 
me last night-a miracle. After Wesley 
Mabuza spoke I became very angry. I 
cou Id have hit him. Sitting at the end of 
the hal I I ran out afterwards into the 
dark where I sat and wept. " 

Mr. Taljaard spoke of his anguish, 
his prayers and wrestling with himsel f 
while speaking to God. 

" Eventually I realized through 
prayer to God , that I was hurt because I 
sobbed for Wesley . I cried because 
there was such a situation which had 
driven Wesley to such bitterness. I 
then could pray for Wesley . 

" I want to say now that if God can 
change the soul on one man like 
myse lf then God can make a church a 
whole church. 

(Continued on p. 38) 
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Creighton Lacy 

Perhaps some young
sters, responding to a min
isterial pat on the head , sti 11 

announce proudly : " I' m 
going to be a missionary 
when I grow up." But I 
don't hear them. Instead, 
as a professor of World 
Christianity, I receive in
frequent letters from pas

tors-or the persons themselves : 
" Tom and Sally are completing their 
post-graduate education and review
ing the i r vocational options . They 
would like to be of genuine service 
instead of looking for the biggest sa
laries. What are the possibilities-or 
opportun ities-in missions?" 

First, I cannot join the ranks of those 
who disparage that motive. Anyone 
who gets that far these days-to in
quire about jobs with the Church
obv iousl y has some real Christian 
comm itment. Faith in Jesus Christ has 
alread y made a difference in such 
ind ividuals' lives, even if they do not 
verbalize it in traditional or Biblical 
language. Wise they are to recognize 
that they do not " save souls" and that 
they must be partners in mission with 
the local Christian community . 

Moreover, the pious phrases of an 
earlier generation cloaked many a self
ish incentive: a martyr complex, a yen 
to see the world , escape from frustra
tions at home, the assurance of special 
approval from God-as well as from 
worshipful congregations . It is the 
better part of realism to be aware that 
most mission assignments today are 
not " hardship posts, " that you can see 
(though not feel and understand) the 
world as a tourist, that the modern 
miss ionary is more often regarded as a 
" crackpot" or an intruder than as a 
hero. 

W hy doesn't the Office of Mission
ary Personnel answer your letters more 

enthusiastically? Ask your Conference 
or local church treasurer how much 
less, in real dollars, we are giv ing for 
Global Ministries in 1981 than we 
gave for Missions in 1921 or 1951 . 
Furthermore, the process is more 
complicated than to volunteer, meet 
the requirements, and set sail. There is 
a " receiving country" and a " receiv
ing church " to be consulted-and 
convinced . No longer can a dedicated 
Christian merel y lift his hand and 
shout, however sincerely : " Here am I. 
Send me." 

For here am I! I am not just a young 
idealist willing to give my life-or a 
limited portion thereof-to preaching 
or demonstrating the Gospel. I am a 
microbiologist ... or an engineer ... or, 
conversely, an ordained minister with 
no special skills that a national pastor 
couldn't provide better. I am a hus
band , with a wife who has her own 
training and her own goals. I am a 
parent who wants my children and 
children-to-be to have the best possi
ble education and life experiences. 

Yet a recent publication from the 
Office of Missionary Personnel seeks: 
"a professor qualified to teach Biblical 
languages , Christian Ethics and/or 
Church history ... a pilot-mechanic ... 
a teacher of physics/math, Master's 
degree preferred .. . an agriculturist .. . 
a maintenance engineer ... with five 
years experience with electrical 
equipment, internal combustion en
gines, and plumbing .. . three doctors" 
... etc ., etc. , etc. Maybe, if you are 
lucky, your wife's training in special 
pre-school education is so desperately 
needed somewhere that " they" wi 11 

take the trouble to locate a government 
university willing to hire a Christian 
microbiologist. 

Send me? No use asking where you 
would like to go. A knowledge of 
Spanish suggests Latin America , or 
French might point you toward Central 
Africa. But some nations are unwilling 
to admit "foreign missionaries" no 
matter what their particular talents . 
Some churches, enjoying a recently
acquired autonomy from the United 
Methodist General Conference, are 
fearful that North American mission
ary personnel will continue to influ
ence pol icy decisions and priorities 
because they continue to have more 
direct access to sources of money. 

The interlocking of church needs (or 
desires) with personal qua I ifications 
(and preferences) is indeed an intricate 
business. A young couple fresh out of 
Duke Divinity School was reluctant to 
admit, even to each other, that they 
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were not interested in the comparative 
ease and affluence of life in urban 
Ta iwan . Their mission board had 
seemingly ignored their previous ex
perience as Peace Corps volunteers in 
West Afri ca. Understandably they did 
not want to appear to resist ecclesiasti
cal authorities-or God's call. It took 
patience , perseverance , and some 
personal intervention to find a less 
secure but far more cha I lenging oppor
tunity for both of them in newly inde
pendent Zimbabwe. 

The metaphors of commitment are 
changing. God may send , but not a 
mission board or an American church . 
If, as we constantly affirm, " we do not 
take Christ to far-off places because He 
is already there," then Persons in Mis
sion go in answer to His call , as well as 
the invitation of the Christian commu
nity. We go, with our particular and 
individual skills and experiences and 
perspectives, to help the world-wide 
Church fulfill Christ ' s world-wide 
mission . 

If that sounds like fun , it is-despite 
the boredom and the difficulties. If that 
could be richly satisfying, it is-de
spite frustrations and disappoint
ments . To coin a phrase, " the path of 
true love" -or of genuine missionary 
commitment- " never does run 
smooth ." Discuss it with family , with 
pastors, with Persons in Mission, with 
the Missionary Personnel Committee 
of the Board of Global Ministries ~ 

But talk about it with God too. • 

South Africa (Continued from p. 37) 
" And for a Taljaard this is one hell of 

a thing to say." 
On the last day he went up to Mr. 

Mabuza and apologized for his origi
nal resentment. 

Mr. Mabuza said afterwards , 
" There is no doubt from what many 
whites told me, they experienced a 
change of heart. In all fairness the 
Methodist Church has made some 
progress in this regard . 

" Piet Taljaard came to me this 
morning. He took my hand and said ' I 
could have hit you. ' From the way he 
related to events here, then I have to 
say : If he can change then he is putting 
the burden on me to accept him. 

" But I really think th is is the last 
chance our Church has to make a 
contribution to a peaceful South Afri
ca . 

" Unfortunately there are still too 
many whites who still do not fully 
understand our pain. They still think 
that we can separate religion from our 
social-political background." • 
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LETTERS 
On Divorce: Pro and Con 

The September issue of New World 
Outlook brought some very challenging 
and encouraging articles on ministry to 
divorced persons . This is an area in which 
our church has failed ... not through lack 
of caring, but rather through lack of 
knowing. We have lost a number of 
members because of th is. They have stayed 
away and have not let us know their 
struggles, and we have fa i led to follow up 
member absences as we should . 

The most tragic aspect is our failure 
somehow to so surrender our lives to God 
that He may work through us in ministry to 
others, and through persons facing divorce 
to bring about reconci I iation . 

M . Eli zabeth Morgan 
Ch ino, CA 

the 'i nformed opin ions of mankind' advise 
me to trust a totalitarian monster and cast 
aside my defense, nothing doing. Perhaps 
we didn't hear or remember Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn 's, we " .. . are foo ls to 
believe .. . " the Russians. 

Christians must pray, work to avert all 
hostilities, yet sound the alarm and warn of 
what is coming. There is nothing Christian 
about conceding the world to ens lavement 
by men who are the hirelings of satan 
himself. We must be prepared and remain 
strong at any cost. 

(Rev .) Robert F. Bundy 
Jacksonville, N. C. 

Praise for October 

rea lly liked looking through your 
international survey of Method ism-Octo
ber, 1981 . It' s a very sti mu la ting issue and 
a fasc inating report ... . for one who 
doesn't know World Methodism well . 
Thanks much . 

Dona ld F. Hetz ler, Executive Secretary 
The Assoc iated Church Press 

I apprec iated the stories about the 
United Methodist Church in the different 

European countries . It is great to know that 
the Gospe l of Christ is st ill carrying a 
witness in Europe-and yet the poss ibili
ties of much greater growth. 

(Rev.) William Sowers 
Lou isv ille, Oh io 

Excellent Communication 

Charles Brewster's artic le in the Septem
ber issue of New World Outlook is an 
exce llent commun ication of our plight
the residential ch ild work. Thank you very 
much for giving us needed exposure and 
interpretat ion . 

Bertha E. Swinda ll 
Hea lth and Welfare Ministries Division 

Nostra Culpa 

In the article by Dr. Ca lian (October, 
page 12, bottom of first column) the 
Latin adage should read Lex orandi, /ex 
credendi, meaning the law of prayer or 
worship is the "law" believed. Our 
apologies to all Latin readers . 

September issue of New World Outlook 
contains on pages 32-33 material that must Ii 
be an abomination to our God . 

May God have mercy on us all that man 
th inks he can change the Word of God to fit 
every human need . God hates divorce. His 
grace is sufficient for every need on this 
earth . How dare any man think he can 
release someone from a vow as solemn as 
one made before God in marriage. 

I urge you, Sir, to seek the heart of God 
on this and all issues you seek to write 
about in His name. You , Sir, have an 
awesome respons ibil ity and accountabi lity 
before God in this magazine. 

Lynn Sanders 
Marietta, Georgia 

Crooks and Criminals 

" Inching Toward Armageddon" (Sep
tember editorials) is disturbing. Not for one 
moment am I pleased with the prospects of 
heightened tensions between the world's 
two superpowers. With two teenaged 
sons, I have no desire to see any kind of 
world confl ict erupt. Nor is it comforting to 
know that legitimate, deserving, personal 
needs have to be sacrificed for armaments. 
As a citizen in the middle income bracket, I 
am sick of risi ng taxes, inflation , and 
expanding bureaucracy. 

But, don't talk about disarmament, 
weapons reductions, and open seasons for 
criticism of our military strategists. You do 
not come to terms with crooks and 
criminals , with people who have violated 
every treaty, pact, or declaration they have 
signed, with a nation who in our genera
tion of human rights has taken other 
nations captive and exterminated masses 
of their citizens. I am disturbed and live 
with the same uncertainties as others. But if 
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'BOOKS 

WOMEN MINISTERS: HOW WOMEN 
ARE REDEFINING TRADITIONAL ROLES, 
edited by Judith L. Weidman, San Francis
co, 1981: Harper and Row, 181 pages, 
$5 .95. 

The issue of whether women can and 
should be ordained is no longer a live one 
for most denomi nations. Si nce 1853, 
when Antoinette Brown was ordai ned into 
the Congregational ministry, the major 
Protestant commu nions " one by one" 
have concluded that " there are no sub
stantial Biblical or theological reasons fo r 
denying the ordination of women," a 
conclusion drawn, interestingly enough, 
by the Catholic Bib lical Associatio n. By 
1980, some 3,200 ordai ned women were 
servi ng in va rious fo rms of mini stry, 
providi ng a sizeable number of models for 
clergy women, but st ill only 3% of the total 
of all clergy. 

Even among those communions w here 
there is resistance to women's ord ination, 
there are movments to provide opportuni 
ties for pri estly servi ce. In the Church of 
England, though their Genera l Synod 
dec lared in 1975 that there were " no 
fu ndamental objections to the ordination 
of women to the priesthood ," that same 
Synod dec ided in 1978 to take no action 
tow ard removi ng the legal barr iers to 
women and even went so far as to refuse to 
allow Angli can women pri ests from other 
parts of the world to exercise the ir priest
hood-offici a lly- i n Eng land. In the 
Roman Catho lic Church, in " underground 
c hurch es" or "u ppe r room ," some 
women, " ordained" by their ow n com
mu nit ies, are ce lebrat ing euchari st , and 
servi ng as priests in liturgical commun ities 
made up of both w omen and men . 

Obviously, these deve lopments create 
some sticky w ickets . The issue of the 
nature and exercise of authority underl ies 
the theology of ord ination, but is manifest 
in a particular way with rega rd to the 
ordi nation of women and the practi ce of 
thei r ministry. This book approac hes the 
issue from another side, by looki ng at the 
authority claimed by particular ordai ned 
women-though each is in good stand ing 
in her denomination. 

Jud ith L. Weidman, of the United 
Methodist Board of H igher Education and 
Ministry, lets these women speak for 
themselves . Weidman has deli berately 
selected women from many denomina
tions who serve as pastors in local congre
gations to " tell their stories" of ministry. 

Competent, committed , and called by God 
and thei r denominations, these women 
provide a stunning array of excel lence in 
min istry bei ng offered to the Chu rch . 

Helene Po llock, who serves one of the 
larger and more affluent United Presbyteri
an churches in her denom ination pastored 
by a woman, provides a magnificent 
opening chapter as she shares her own 
"journey" through doubts and uncertain
ti es to growth into an effecti ve mi nistry. 

Virgin ia Barksdale shares the sometimes 
pai nful but frequent joys in serv ing a t iny 
Presbyter ian Church in Appa lachia w hi le 
clearly havi ng seen how effective one's 
mi nistry has been . 

United Methodi sts are capably repre
sented. Janice Riggle Huie, in describing 
" Preaching through Metaphor," gives 
amp le evidence of w hy she won the 
preachi ng prize at Perkins a decade ago. 
Women, in claiming their expression of 
authority, use such terms as " evoke," 
" invi te," " empower," " awaken," and 
" no ur is h" instead of " direct," " pro
c laim," " shape, " "confront," and " use." 
Her preaching il lu strates th is contrast, and 
she shares insights into her own i magi na
ti ve sty le, naming it as " feminist. " 

Martha Graybeal Rowlett, com mitted to 
a teachi ng ministry as a resul t of her long 
career in Christ ian education, explodes the 
assumption that education can be " boxed 
off" and given second-class status . She 
uses it as a paradigm fo r the experience 
many women have that their professional 
servi ce to the ch urch is of secondary 
importance, and suggests that the ord ina
tion of women may help to change both 
perspectives. 

Leontine T. C. Ke l ly, perhaps the fi nest 
black woman preacher in ou r denomi na
t ion , acknowledges the difficul ty of being a 
w oman in that tradition but c lai ms the gifts 
that very tradition has given her for the 
authority of her mi nistry. 

Other chapters re late personal and 
institutiona l power in the context of a 
ministry in soc iety and of how women are 
affected by them . One of the most valuable 
chapters is Weidman's openi ng introduc
t ion , a fi ne survey of recent developments 
in some of the denominations w ith probing 
questions regardi ng the future shape of 
mi nistry. 

Susan Morrison, United Methodist dis
tr ict superintendent in Ba ltimore, is quoted 
from he r resea rch project on cle rgy 
w omen, in w hich the conc lusion is that 
" the experience of havi ng a woman pastor 
is less traumatic than the idea of having a 
w oman pastor." Weidman 's book · will 
assist c lergy, lay peop le, and cabinets in 
understand ing the authority of that experi
ence, even if they have never been 
priv i leged to have a clergy woma n in 
ministry to them. 

Jeanne Audrey Powers 

Jeanne Audrey Pow ers is associate gen
eral secretary of the UM Commission on 
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Christian U nity and lnterreligious Con
cerns. 

Noted in Brief 

THE RIDDLE OF VIOLENCE, by Kenneth 
Kaunda, edited by Colin M. Morris. San 
Francisco, 1981 : Harper and Row, 184 
pages, $9.95 . 

President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia 
has long been known as one of the most 
thoughtfu l statesmen in the modern world . 
As the leader of the independence move
ment in the then Northern Rhodesia and as 
president of Zambia, his Christian com
mitment and his espousal of Gandh ian 
non-v iolence demonst rated his mo ral 
concerns . It therefore shocked some of his 
admirers w hen he al lowed Zambia to serve 
as headquarters and staging area for the 
guerri l la forces seeki ng to overth row the 
white minority regime in Southern Rhode
sia (now Zimbabwe). 

In this book, he persuasively examines 
the who le question of v iolence and poli
tics. Based on Kaunda's notes over the 
years, it has been edited by hi s long-t ime 
fr iend and col league, Briti sh Method ist 
Col in Morris . The result is fascinat ing 
reading fo r everyone and a must fo r all 
interested in Southern Africa, pacifi sts , and 
critics (and defenders) of the World Coun
ci I of Churches' grants to I iberation move
ments. 

ONENESS IN CHRIST, The Quest and the 
Questions, by Gerald F. Moede. Prince
ton, N.J., 1981 : Consultation on Church 
Union, 181 pages, $4.50, paper. (Order 
from the Service Center, 7820 Reading 
Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237.) 

It is now over twenty years si nce the 
famous sermon by Eugene Carson Bl ake 
which led to the beginni ng of the Consul
tat ion on Church Union . The media, 
havi ng rea lized thatthere is notgoingto be 
a grand church un ion all around tomor
row, has packed up its cameras and 
typewri ters and gone off to fresh novelties . 
To most people in the churches, their 
impression of COCU is probab ly a very 
vague one indeed. Sti ll , the Consu ltation is 
alive and we l l and pluggi ng away at the 
kind of work that must be done if church 
union is ever to take place (and ra ising the 
kind of questions that must be raised . 

Now,' Gerald F. Moede, genera l secre
tary of COCU (and himself a United 
Method ist), has written a book on the work 
of t he Cons ul tation , the agreements 
reached , the problems being worked on , 
and the questions to be faced. It is clear, 
concise, and probing. This could we ll be 
the basis fo r discussion groups in com
munities around the country si nce the 
question it dea ls with is one not simply for 
" ecumaniacs" but for al l ch urch people: 
What is the nature and shape of the Church 
today? 

(A.J.M .) 
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THE llOYIMG 
FINGER WRITES 

AFRICAN BISHOPS MEET IN 
KANANGA 

Five African bishops of the United 
Methodist Church in Africa met Sep
tember 16-19 in Kananga, Zaire in a 
meeting authorized by the UMC 
Council of Bishops . It was the first such 
meeting by themselves and was pri
maril y for the orientation of two new 
bishops, Bishop Arthur F. Kulah of 
Liberia and Bishop Kainda Katembo of 
Lubumbashi , Zaire . 

The other three bishops who at
tended were Bishop Abel T. Mu
zorewa, of Zimbabwe, Bishop Ngoy 
Kimba Wakadilo, of Kamina, Zaire, 
and Bishop Onema Fama, of Kananga, 
Zaire . Bishop and Mrs . Onema were 
host and hostess for the meeting. 

Unable to attend were Bishops 
Almeida Penicela of Mozambique, 
Bishop Emilio de Carvalho of Angola, 
and Bishop Thomas Bangura, of Sierra 
Leone. Bishop Bangura was elected in 
February, 1979. 

An orientation meeting for new 
bishops is common in the U.S. but this 
was the first time such a meeting had 
been held in Afri ca. Wives were 
included as an important part of the 
orientation . 

Discussions at the three day meeting 
included relationships with the Gener
al Board of Global Ministries and the 
General Council on Ministries, how to 
deal with crisis situations in Africa, the 
making of pastoral appointments, and 
financial matters. An underlying pur
pose , the bishops said , was to 
" strengthen each other through the 
Holy Spirit. " 

The bishops also took a field trip to 
Lodja , Kataka-Kombe , Kindu, 
Wembo-Nyama, and Djalo and parti
cipated in a ground-breaking cere
mony at Wembo yama for a pastor's 
school . They held a number of 
preaching services. 

In other news related to Zaire, two 
airplane accidents in the last eight 
months have underlined the need for a 
twin-engine airplane in Zaire . Air
planes provide medicines, mai l, sup
plies for emergencies, as well as 

Left to right: Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, of Zimbabwe; Bishop Arthur F. Kulah, of 
Liberia; Bishop Kainda Katembo of Lubumbashi, Zaire; and Bishop Onema Fama, of 
Kananga, Zaire. 

Left to right: Mrs. Katembo, Mrs. Onema, and Mrs. Kulah 
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making it easier fo r v isit ing bishops to 
reach the widely separated vi llages 
and stat ions. Roads are often impass
able and rai l transportation is vi rtuall y 
nonexistent. 

In March a si ngle-engi ne Cessna 
206, pi loted by Usungu Utshudi (see 
photo), the firstAfrican mission pi lot of 
any church in Afr ica , landed in poor 
ai r str ip cond itions at W embo Nyama 
and fli pped over in tal l grass. There 
were five passengers and , miracu
lously, none was injured. The plane 
narrowly missed a huge ant-hi ll and 
tree stumps. The five-year-old plane 
w as declared a total loss. Investigation 
showed that blame lay in poor air strip 
cond itions, rather than pilot error. 

On August 31 miss ionary pi lot Ken 
Enright took off from Kafakuma with a 
training pilot and four nursing stu
dents. The motor of the single engine 
plane sudden ly conked out and 
Enright was forced , as he wrote, to 
" ditch in the middle of the lake." It 
was a new motor with only 100 hours 
on it. It had been installed for safety 
reasons . Had the accident happened a 
few minutes later they would have 
been over a jungle instead of a lake. 

Fortunately, again, everyone sur
v ived w ith only a few bruises. The 
plane w as complete ly insured but, as 
Enright sa id, the accident " raised a lot 
of questions," chiefly the need for a 
twin engine aircraft. This is now an 
Advance Special asking. 

(C.E.B.) 

wee AWARDS 46 GRANTS 
FOR ANTI-RACISM WORK 

The South-West Africa People' s 
Organization (SWAPO) once again 
headed the grant list in the annual 
awards by the World Council of 
Churches program to combat racism . 

Some $587,000 in grants to 46 
grou ps was announced here by the 
ecumen ical organization. It compares 
with last year's record $775,500 to 45 
groups. 

Since the special fund was estab
li shed in 1970, it has granted $4,775 ,-
000 to movements fighting racism . 
The grants have often stirred contro
versy because of the violent methods 
used by some of the recip ients. An 
$85 ,000 grant to the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe in 1978 led to the with
draw al of the Presbyterian Church in 
Irel and and the Salvation Army from 
World Counci l membership. 

SWAPO, w hich received $200,000 
from the program last year, gets 
$125,000 in 1981 for administrative 

African pilot Usungu Utshudi stands in front of his totalled Cessna 206 last March 8 
grateful to ~e alive. A similar plane piloted by missionary Ken Enright crashed in late 
August on take-off after motor failure. A twin-engine plane is being requested by Zaire. 

and legal-defense costs in Namibia 
ancJ broadcasting and administrative 
costs in four countries bordering the 
terr itory. 

Another $125,000 is being divided 
among three South African organiza
tions: the African National Congress, 
$65,000 for youth and educational 
work; the Pan Africanist Congress of 
Azania, for publications; and the 
South African Congress of Trade 
Unions (SACTU ), $15,000 for a bi
monthly journal and a workers' relief 
fund . 

Eight groups are receiving grants 
from the Specia l Fund for the first time 
this year. They are: 

-Guadeloupe Union of Christian 
Youth Movements and Christian 
Group for Research and Action, $7,-
500 for materials to assist their efforts 
" against colonial oppression and to 
help people discover their own cultur
al identity"; 

-Independence Front of New Cal
edonia, $10,000 for internal and 
external publicity and organization 
efforts toward " liberation from French 
colonial rule and struggle for political , 
economic and cultural indepen
dence" ; 

-Searchlight, a British monthly 
magazine, $9,000 for a full-time staff 
person to help it " inform about the 
nature and extent of extreme right
wi ng and racist organizations in 
Britain"; 

-SACTU Solidarity Committee, a 
Canadian offshoot of the South African 
organization , $4,000 for a full-time 
staff person; 

-South African Non-Racial Olym
pic Committee, a British organization, 
$5 ,000 to help it exercise " a more 
dynamic role in combatting racism in 
sports and in seeking total isolation of 
apartheid South Africa from interna
tional sports"; 

-Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
$5 ,000 for office and personnel costs; 

-Bern Declaration , $7,000 for 
support of the Swiss group' s program 
against bank loans to South Africa. 

Four United States organizations 
are getting grants this year. They are 
the Indian Law Resource Center, 
$9,500; Manzo Area Council (Native 
American group), $14,000; National 
Conference of Black Lawyers, $9,500; 
and Trans Africa, a Washington-based 
group that promotes a " progressive 
U .S. policy towards the nations of 
Africa and the Caribbean," $27,000. 

The controversial visit of a five
member World Council of Churches 
team to Australia in June and July to 
probe racism against Aborigines was 
reflected in the $69,000 in grants 
given to five organizations in that 
country this year, compared with 
$13 ,000 given to three groups in 
1980. 

Australian recipients of grants in 
1981 are the Foundation for Aborigi-
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nal and Islander Research Action , Ltd ., 
$4 ,000 ; Kimberley Land Council , 
$20,000; North Queensland Black 
Publishing Company and North 
Queensland Land Council (Townsvil le 
Branch), $10,000; North Queesns
land Land Council , $20,000; and 
Yipirinya School Counci l, $15 ,000. 

CONGRESS ADVISED OF PLANS 
TO LOWER CURRENT CEILING 

ON THOSE FLEEING INDOCHINA 

Grants by the specia l fund are taken 
from designated contributions to the 
World Council , largely from church 
groups. Although the cri teria for the 
grants stipulate that they are to be used 
for humanitarian purposes, there are 
no controls on the manner in which 
they are spent. 

The admi ni stration plans to reduce 
from 168,000 to 120,000 the ceiling 
on Indochinese refugees admitted to 
the United States next year-a move 
representatives for refugee services 
said " came as no surprise. " 

A reduction is justified, Atty . Gen . 

The organization's statement of cr i
teria says the funds " are intended as an 
expression of commitment by the 
Program to Combat Racism to the 
cause of economic, political and 
social justice w hich these organiza
tions promote." 

William French Smith advised the 
Senate Judiciary Comm ittee in an
nounci ng the policy change. He said 
the flow of refugees from Indochina 
has been decreasing, adding that in the 
fiscal year now ending, only 125,000 
Indochinese were admitted . 

The Refugee Act of 1980 requires 
the administration to consult Congress 
before changing admission limits . 

(RNS) 

Mr. Smith also indicated that the 
government will take further steps to 
ensure that none of those admitted as 

MINORITY NEWS 
FOR THE MAJORITY 

Black United Methodists have a heritage of active church and community involvement. 
Our contributions to United Methodism are unquestioned. We have been a part of our 
great denomination from its beginnings-and we have done much to make it what it is 
today. 

However, many of us believe that the overwhelming majority of United Methodists do 
not know enough about what their black brothers and sisters are saying, thinking or doing. 
There are more than 350,000 black United Methodists, and the church, the whole church, 
needs to know more about our attitudes and feelings. 

One of the ways to achieve this with any regularity is through NOW, the only black 
owned and black published periodical in United Methodism. 

NOW is published by Black Methodists for Church Renewal, the oldest ethnic minority 
caucus in the United Methodist Church. It is the only church paper written for and largely 
by black United Methodists. It has reports focusing on developments on Capitol Hill; a 
Calendar of Events listing seminars and lectures of special interest; national and 
international coverage of world Christian affairs; a monthly report on the twelve black 
colleges related to the United Methodist Church, and much more. In brief, NOW has more 
news on the activities of black United Methodists than is found anywhere else. 

It is not enough however, for more of those who comprise the numerical majority in the 
United Methodist Church to subscribe to NOW: it is necessary that more blacks do so as 
well. Even Native Americans, Hispanics and Asian Americans. And each should do the 
same for the other. Learning more about each other through the teaching and 
informational resources of each will help all of us as we strive towards the inclusiveness 
we have sought so long and which our church and nation need so desperately. 

r-----------------------------------------------------

j 

Now SUBSCRIPTION OROER FORM 

I enclose $6 for a one-year subscription to NOW, the national 
publication of Black Methodists for Church Renewal. 

NAME----~---------

ADDRESS------------~ 

CITY----- STATE----- ZIP ---

Please make check pay
able to BMCR·NOW and 
mail to: 

NW·N 

BMC A· NOW 
P.O. Box 92220 
Atlanta, GA 30314 

L------------------------------------------------------

refugees are fleeing the ir own coun
tries for merely economic reasons. 

Under the refugee act, only those 
defined as having a " well-founded fear 
of persecution on account of race, 
religion , nationality, membership in a 
particular socia l group, or political 
opinion" can qualify as refugees. 

But, warned a church refugee aide, 
looking more carefu I ly at refugee 
qualifications " could be used as a 
basis for excluding many people who 
are eligib le as refugees," but are 
discriminated against as " undesire
able" in other ways . 

Abdul Mohammed of the National 
Council of Churches' Indochina office 
said many Americans fee l that too 
many refugees al ready are allowed to 
enter, adding that Reagan administra
tion pol icy " refl ects that att itude." 

He and others from church-related 
refugee services sa id they were not 
surprised by the adm inistration move 
because of public resistance to a 
further influx of refugees. 

Ruth Dieck of Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service said overall , 
requests for refugee placement are 
down. Though the church services 
combined cou Id have placed 14 ,000 
refugees each month , an average of 
only 10,000 a month came to the 
United States, she said. (RNS) 

STEPPED-UP SOUTH AFRICA 
CRITICISM FUELS REPORTS 

REGIME PLANS TO BAN TUTU 

Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu is 
the target of new government attacks 
in a fresh round of church-state con-
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flict over South African race policy. 
Now openly discussed in church 

and political circles is whether the 
government, which withdrew Bishop 
Tutu 's passport in April, will now put 
the outspoken black prelate under a 
ban. 

Bann ing in South Afr ica generally 
means house arrest in one form or 
another, and the loss of the rights of 
free speech and assembly. 

Bishop Tutu , who is also general 
secretary of the South Africa Counci I of 
Churches, was recently awarded in 
absentia a $100,000 prize in Greece 
for his struggle against racial discrimi
nation. 

His passport had previously been 
lifted because he publicly criticized 
South Africa's apartheid system during 
a tour abroad. 

In the new attacks, minister of 
cooperation and development Piet 
Koornhof accused Bishop Tutu and the 
church council of " orchestrating" a 
massive campaign to keep "illegal" 
blacks in the Cape peninsula and 
return them to the area after they had 
been sent back to their government
designated tribal homelands. 

Then , Po lice m inister Louis Le 

Grange charged in parliament that 
Bishop Tutu backed "subversive" ele
ments and encouraged revolution in 
South Africa. 

The attacks on the churchman came 
after police drove some 2,000 people 
from Nyanga, a black squatter camp 
near Cape Town, and returned them to 
the homelands from which they had 
come to I ive near spouses and parents 
working in the city . 

Bishop Tutu took friend and foe 
alike by surprise when he openly 
admitted in a news interview that the 
church council had engineered the 
return to the Cape Town area of the 
Nyanga squatters who had been de
ported to the Transkei homeland . 

Answering Dr. Koornhof's charge 
that the Nyanaga squatting was or
ganized and financed by "people with 
ulterior motives," Bishop Tutu said : 
" The church is trying to defuse the 
situation and Dr. Koornhof's fulmina
tions are not going to stop it from 
carrying out its mandate from the 
Lord .11 

Under South African law, blacks 
from designated homelands are re
garded as foreigners. So their squatting 
outside the homelands is deemed 

A JOURNAL OF CHRISTIAN CONCERN 
FOR PEOPLE AND THEIR WORLD 
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engage/ social action (e/sa) 
-a journal about racism 
(Oct. 1981 issue), Native 
American concerns (Nov. 
1981), responsible TV criti
cism (Dec. 1981), and the 
other critical issues. 

engage/social action - United Methodism's social issue magazine, 
published 11 times a year by the Board of Church and Society. $7.00 
per year. Get 12 issues for $7.00 by filling in your name and address 
below, clipping this ad, and sending it to: e/sa,.100 Maryland Ave., 
N.E., Wash ington, D.C. 20002. 

City, State, Zip--------------------
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illegal . 
Alluding to this, Bishop Tutu said 

that where the laws of man are in 
c.onflict with the laws uf God, "then for 
Christians there can be no debate; an 
unjust law does not allow obedience 
from a Christian conscience." 

Police minister Le Grange, in his 
attack on Bishop Tutu, tried to drive a 
wedge between the prelate and mem
bers of the church council. 

Said Mr. Le Grange: "Tutu , who 
never has and never wi 11 utter a word 
of criticism about the (banned) African 
National Congress and its terrorist 
activities . . . seems to find it strange if 
he is accused of harboring pro-ANC 
sympathies." 

The police official went on to assert 
that Bishop Tutu had initiated projects 
" to support national service dodgers 
and deserters, " supported civil dis
obedience " in an effort to undermine 
the morale of the defense forces and 
the police, " and had attempted "to 
create an alternative education system 
for black pu pi Is." 

" Member churches must now 
seriously ask themselves how long 
they are prepared to entertain the fact 
that the SACC supports subversive 
elements," Mr. Le Grange said. 

The bishop rep I ied that the govern
ment should take him to court if it had 
evidence he supported the banned 
African National Congress or the 
banned Pan-African Congress. "I want 
to state that I was not mandated by 
anybody-AN( or PAC-to say the 
things I say about the vicious policy of 
apartheid in this country. 

" I have been mandated by God to 
preach His word of equality , and in 
that process I wi 11 not be stopped by 
anybody-including the govern
ment. " 

Anglican Bishop Timothy Bavin of 
Johannesburg defended Bishop Tutu , 
describing Mr. Le Grange's allegations 
as "arrogant and impudent." 

Mr. Le Grange was "impudent," 
said Bishop Bavin, "because he pre
sumes to give advice to the church of 
God when he and his colleagues are 
committed to the anti-Christian ideol
ogy of apartheid." 

Bishop Bavin warned the police 
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official that even when the church 
disagrees with Bishop Tutu's state
ments and judgments, " it w ill contin
ue to defend and support one of its 
members agai nst slander and injus
tices wherever these come from ." 

Hennie Serfontein 
(RNS) 

NEWS AGENCY APOLOGIZES 
FOR EL SALVADOR REPORTS 

United Press lnternationa l's ed itor
in-chief has offered a forma l apo logy 
to church re lief agenc ies for stor ies 
based on apparently spurious reports 
of invo lvement in El Sal vador guerri lla 
act ivi ty. 

Material for the stories had been 
taken from documents alleged by the 
State Department to have been seized 
from guerri llas in El .Sal vador. Similar 
material had been presented by the 
department as background for its 
much-d isputed department W hite 
Paper, " Communist Interference in El 
Sal vador." 

M an y news organ iza t ion s had 
questioned the w hite paper's val idity 
and w hether the " guerri Ila" documen
tation was authent ic . W hen a second 
set of documents-those on w hich the 
U PI st o ri e s w ere based- w as 
" leaked" by the State Department, 
most new s ed itors greeted the material 
wi th suspic ion and did not publ ish it. 

But U Pl printed two stor ies cit ing the 
documents as evi dence that re lief 
agenc ies in El Sa lvador were funneling 
aid to guerri lla groups there. 

UPI w riter Juan J. W aite mentioned 
three re lief serv ices by name: O XFAM , 
Catho li c Re l ief Servi ces, and the 
World Council of Churches, citing 
documents the story said were " ap
parentl y w ritten by Salvadoran left
ists" and " captured by government 
authorit ies in late 1980 and early 
1981 ." 

M r. Wa ite's art ic le said the docu
ments detailed a supposed guerri lla 
plan to " set up a rel igious and 
human itar ian front . . . to funnel aid 
and relief donations to the guerri I las. 
The funds were to be used for many 
purposes, including buyi ng weap
ons." 

Neither M r. Waite's art icle nor a 
si mi lar story released in Spanish ca r
ried any response~ to the charges by 
the char it ies. The groups were out
raged and sa id their work in El 
Sal vador w as severel y hampered as a 
result of the reports . 

The char it ies comp lained that the 
alleged guerrilla documents were not 

An empty cornucopia? For millions of people there are no overflow ing 
cornucopias stuffed with pumpkins, corn, squash and other fru its of 
an abundant harvest. 
An empty cornucopia? Almost one quarter of the world 's population 
malnourished . Their abundance is starvation, malnutrition, inadequate 
food supply, insufficient harvests. 
An empty cornucopia? Not if you give. Cooperate w ith farmers by 
supporting skills train ing in new technology. Support a food-policy 
advocate lobbying for equitable food distribution . Pool resources w ith 
development programs fo r food production , nutrition and community 
health . • 

Send gifts through your local church treasurer 
or to the Treasurer, United Methodist General 
Board of Global Ministries , Room 1439, 475 
Riverside Drive , New York , NY 10115. 

•Projects of the World Hunger Special Program 
are coded "985 ." Check your PARTNERSHIP 
IN MISSIONS CATALOG 1981-82 for specific 
programs. 

CHRISTMAS SUGGESTIO NS 

The ca rtoon, above, embellishes the cover of a Un ited Methodist Church 
brochure being distributed to the denomi nation 's pastors, by the Board of 
Disci pleship's Unit on Hunger and Value Formation . It suggests ways that 
Christm as can be made more meani ngful : " Remember whose birthday it is and 
fi nd appropriate ways to celebrate that occasion ; adopt more mean ingful , 
humane and personal gift-giving practices; celebrate in ways that are kind to the 
earth and considerate of the needs of all earth 's peop le and divert t ime, talents 
and money, typ ica ll y sent on holiday extravagance to genuine human needs." 

the first effo rt to d isc red it their work in 
Latin America usi ng fa lse charges. 

" We know that Salvadora ns w ho 
worked w ith refugee centers have 
been forced to go underground as a 
resul t of the UPI art fcl e," an O XFAM
America spokesman said . " They were 
told by government representatives 
that they were marked men .11 

The agencies demanded an apo logy 
and an adm iss ion by UPI that source 
material fo r the art ic les w as highly 

conjectural . Afte r we igh i ng the 
groups' compla ints and question ing 
his reporters, ed itor-in-ch ief H .L. Ste
venson said he reprimanded the two 
U Pl wr iters for not seeking a response 
to the charges from the re lief groups. 

He then w rote letters of "regret" to 
OXFAM-America and Church World 
Service, the relief and development 
arm of the N at ional Council o f 
Churches . Church World Service re
ceived a letter instead of the World 
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Council of Churches because its exec
utive director, Dr. Paul McCleary, is 
also an officer of the wee commission 
on interchurch aid , refugee and world 
service. Catholic Relief Services was 
sent a copy of the letter. 

" I found that we were negligent in 
the pri nting of the copy and that we 
failed to contact them (the relief 
agencies) for any reaction ," Mr. Ste
venson said. He added that, to com
pensate for the " lapse in our editorial 
process," the news service had distri
buted an investigative series on the 
actua l field work of the agencies in El 
Sa lvador. 

Reporters found " that there had 
been a number of attempts to discredit 
the agencies, " but that in the field " we 
cou ld find no evidence that the claims 
against the groups were true, " he said . 
Questions stil l are being asked at UPI 
about the authenticity of the docu
ments used in the stories, he said . 

"We feel they (UPI) handled the 

situation honorably," said a CRS 
official. " They made a honest effort to 
ascertain what had gone wrong and to 
determine appropriate measures to 
prevent something like that from re
curr ing. " 

But Dr. McCleary of Church World 
Service said that unfortunately with 
" that kind of article, the damage was 
done. " Having a letter from the news 
agency simply will speed up the 
process of responding to charges later 
should they surface again, he said. 
(RNS) 

UNITED METHODIST BISHOP 
HEADS SLATE OF NCCC 

James Armstrong, bishop of the 
Indiana Area of the United Methodist 
Church, has been nominated as the 
next president of the National Cou nci I 
of Churches. 

Armstrong heads a slate of nominees 
announced by Pearl L. McNeil, chair-

Providing A Reason For HOPE! 
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Observed on a new date, Student 
Day still provides primary support 
for STUDENT LOANS AND SCHOLAR· 
SHIPS. 
Receipts from the Student Doy 
offering continue to offer hope -
D To 2 ,000 students who benefit 
from United Methodist loons and 
scholarships . 
D To their families who receive 
assistance that often makes pos· 

sible higher education for their 
children . 

D To United Methodist colleges 
and universities helping them at
tract gifted and talented students 
through the availability of United 
Methodist loons and scholarships. 

D To churches and communities 
which ore enriched through trained 
and educated clergy. educators and 
other skilled leaders. 

STUDENT fo• '""'"' ;nfo<modon <on<o«, 
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I nr Dr. Esther Edwards Office of Loans and 
Scholarships, P. 0. Box 8 71 , Nashville, 
TN 37202 - Call (615) 327 -2700 

OFFERING 
New World Outlook • November 1981 

The December issue of New 
World Outlook will carry articles on 
Mountain Communities in Tennes
see, a church exchange mission 
program between Iowa and Mexico, 
a Methodist archaeological program 
in Oregon, church renewal and 
stewardship programs in Zim
babwe, a Christmas meditation, an 
interview with the new head of the 
All-Africa Conference of Churches, 
a photo story from Egypt on Coptic 
Evangel ical social services, and 
much , much more. 

person of the NCC Nominating Com
mittee. The names will be presented to 
the Council's Governing Board during 
the board 's meetings in Cleveland 
November 4-5 . Officers elected there 
will guide the Council's work during 
the upcoming triennium, 1982-84. 

If elected, Armstrong would suc
ceed the Rev. M. William Howard, Jr., 
a young, black executive of the 
Reformed Church in America who has 
been president of the Council since 
1979. The Nominating Committee's 
selection for president has never been 
cha I lenged successfu I ly. 

Armstrong would be the third Meth
odist to serve as president of the 
Council . The United Methodist 
Church is the largest of the Council's 
32 Orthodox, Protestant and Anglican 
member communions. 

Bishop Armstrong, 57, is the ad
ministrative and spiritual leader of the 
United Methodist Church in Indiana 
and has his offices in Indianapolis. He 
is president of the United Methodist 
General Commission on Religion and 
Race and is the only bishop serving on 
a nine-person Task Force on Infant 
Formula authorized by the 1980 Unit
ed Methodist General Conference. As 
resident bishop of the Indiana Area, he 
has overall supervision of the work of 
ministers serving the 1,420 congrega
tions and nearly 325 ,000 members in 
the state. 

Armstrong was elected to the epis
copacy in 1968 and served as head of 
the Dakotas Area for 1 2 years before 
his assignment to the Indiana Area in 
September 1980. He was senior min
ister of Broadway Church in Indianap
olis from 1958 to 1968 and had served 
churches in Florida from 1945 to 
1958. 
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