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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

July-August, 1981 

Safety Standards. The decision of the U.S. Supreme Court on June 17 to uphold 
safety standards limiting exposure to cotton dust by textile workers has been 
hailed by United Methodists who had participated in filing a friend of the court 
brief in the case. The standards were set by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) to prevent 11 brown lung" disease among workers; the Reagan 
Administration had asked the court not to decide the case in light of the president's 
cost-benefit policy. The Supreme Court, 5-3, rejected that argument, saying that 
Congress, in passing the Occupational Health and Safety Act, "chose to place pre
eminent value on assuring employees a safe and healthful working environment." 
Peggy Billings, staff member of the UM Women's Division, called the ruling 11 a great 
victory for working people . 11 She noted that Methodist interest in this area goes 
back to the 1908 General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church which declared 
that workers must be protected from occupational diseases and said that Women's 
Division special attention was due to the high risk faced by women and minority 
workers. Rev. George McClain, general secretary of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action which also participated, called the decision "a poignant memorial 
to the thousands of textile workers who have suffered and died from brown lung 
disease. 11 Other religious groups who joined in the brief were the American Friends 
Service Committee and several Roman Catholic groups. 

Vietnam Food Shipments. Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and non-sectarian relief 
agencies have charged the Reagan administration with using food as a diplomatic 
lever at the expense of malnourished children, following a Commerce Department 
decision to deny the necessary export license to the Mennonite Central Committee 
for a shipment of 250 metric tons of wheat flour to Vietnam. The Department 
claimed that the Vietnamese government could relieve the food shortage by abandon
ing its military occupation of Cambodia. Mennonites have claimed that the ruling 
infringes religious freedom by inhibiting their Christian obligation 11 to respond 
to situations of human need regardless of political situations and consequences. 11 

The relief agencies, in a letter to President Reagan, stated their own wish for a 
Vietnamese withdrawal from Cambodia but argued that a ban on humanitarian aid is 
unlikely to achieve that aim and that, even if it influenced the Vietnamese, "the 
use of food as a political tool when the consequences are so extreme--death or 
lasting mental retardation--is unconscionable. 11 Among the agencies signing the 
letter were representatives of Church World Service, Catholic Relief Services, 
the American Friends Service Committee, Lutheran World Relief, Baptist World 
Alliance, the YMCA, the Union of Hebrew American Congregations, Oxfam-America, 
and the Mennonite Central Co!TITiittee. 



Nicaragua. Four Roman Catholic priests have rejected an order from the bishops 
of Nicaragua to resign their top-level government posts. Three of the priests 
hold cabinet positions and the fourth is in charge of the Sandinista youth move
ment. At least 20 more Catholic priests hold key positions in government minis
tries and Sandinista political organizations. The priests had been allowed to 
serve in the government following the revolution which overthrew the late President 
Anastazio Somoza Debayle in 1979 despite a directive from Pope John Paul II urging 
all priests to refrain from active roles in politics. The Nicaraguan Catholic 
Bishops Conference has declared that any priests who do not forsake public 
positions immediately "will be declared in open rebellion and disobedience of the 
ultimate ecclesiastical authority." ... In an unrelated development, the Nicaraguan 
Prime Minister has requested 100,000 Spanish New Testaments for newly-literate 
people in his country following a massive nationwide literacy campaign. An esti
mated 800,000 people have learned to read and write. 

U.S. Churches. Total membership in U.S. churches was almost stagnant in 1979, 
according to the new Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 1981, but inflation 
outstripped giving for the firSf time in five years in a number of major Protestant 
denominations. Total church membership in 1979 (the last year for which figures 
are available) was 133,469,690, up a mere 80,914; many mainline Protestant denomi-
nations continued to show a decline. Of the larger groups, gains were registered 
by the Mormons (4.4%) Southern Baptists (l.3%), Episcopalians (0.9%), and Roman 
Catholics (0.42%) while losses were shown by the United Church of Christ (-1.33%), 
United Presbyterians (-1.71 %), United Methodists (-0.8%), Lutheran Church in America 
(-0.71 %), American Lutheran Church (-0.61 %), and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
(-0.31 %). By overall groups, the Yearbook shows roughly 73 million Protestants, 
50 million Roman Catholics, six million Jews and four million Orthodox Christians 
in the U.S. while cautioning that all groups do not report membership in the same 
manner. In terms of giving, total giving to 10 major Protestant denominations 
grew by 8.8% while inflation was up by 11 .3%. A larger group of 44 denominations 
including younger, more conservative groups saw an increase of 11.9% in giving. 
A study of 50 congregations showed a severe impact from inflation with more church 
dollars being spent for utilities and less for benevolences and pastoral services 
and indications that reductions would come in projects beyond the local churches 
and money sent to their denominations. 

"Creationism". UM Bishop !5_erin.~t.h W. Hi.ch of Little Rock is one of a number of 
religious leaders who has joined in a law suit to overturn an Arkansas state law 
that requires public schools teaching evolution to give equal treatment to the idea 
that the universe and man were created instantly. The suit was filed on behalf of 
23 plaintiffs by the American Civil Liberties Union; included are teachers, parents 
and local leaders of the Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian, AME and UM 
churches and the Jewish faith. "It is my personal conviction that the Genesis 
account of creation is a faith statement and is not scientific data and wasn't 
intended to be, 11 said Bishop Hicks. The law was passed by the Arkansas Legislature 
this spring and is scheduled to take effect in September, 1982. Similar bills 
have been introduced in about a dozen legislatures but no other states have as yet 
enacted such a statute. 
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Personalia. Rev. Jack Adams, a United Presbyterian minister who had directed 
Holt International Children's Service (an inter-country adoption agency) for 
13 years, has been named to direct Church World Service's immigration and 
refugee service ... Rev . Roberto Escamilla, associate general secretary of the 
Division of Evangelism, Worship and Stewardship of the UM General Board of Disci
pleship, has been appointed pastor of Los Angeles Heights UM Church in San 
Antonio. This is the first time a Hispanic has been named to an Anglo congrega
tion within the Southwest Texas Annual Conference ... Retired missionaries Edgar B. 
and Elizabeth Miller were presented with the Bishop D. Frederick Wertz Award for 
distinguished service to humanity by the Central Pennsylvania Annual Conference 
for their work as medical missionaries in Nepal and Haiti ... Robert B. Oxnam, 
grandson of the late UM Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, has been named president of the 
Asia Society, a non-profit center to inform Americans about traditional cultures 
and contemporary societies of Asia ... Retired missionary Loyd Q_. Schaad, who served 
as an agriculturist in Africa for more than 30 years, has been named 1981 alumnus 
of the year by George Fox College in Newbury, Oregon ... A Methodist minister, the 
Rev. Peter Storey, has been elected president of the South African Council of 
Churches. 

Infant Formula Code. Both the U.S. House and Senate have passed resolutions 
criticizing the Reagan Administration for casting the lone vote against a World 
Health Organization Code restricting promotion of infant formula in the Third 
World. The House vote was 301 to 100; the Senate vote 89 to 2. The House vote 
came while hearings were still being held by two subcommittees of the House 

a Foreign Affairs Committee on the W.H.O. vote. In those hearings, there was 
sharp disagreement about the extent to which U.S. infants are affected by nutri
tional problems related to infant formula. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
Elinor Constanble said that the W.H.O. Code was "largely irrelevant to the 
United States" but a New York State pediatrician claimed that as many as 5,000 
infants might be saved yearly if all those U.S. women who could breastfeed did so. 

Bibles. Twenty thousand Bibles which were produced by the Federation of Protes-
tant Churches in East Germany and printed in the Far East arrived in the north 
Vietnamese port of Haiphong aboard a Russian ship, the 11 Sinegorsk 11

• The shipment 
was arranged by the United Bible Societies, which includes the American Bible 
Society. The Bibles are now being distributed in Vietnam by the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches there .... In Poland, there is a need not for thousands of 
Bibles but millions, according to Mrs. Barbara Enholc-Narzynska, executive 
secretary of the Bible Society in Poland. There is a shortage of paper in Poland. 
Last year 240,000 Scripture items were distributed in Poland. 

Telephones. Deaf people can now telephone the UM General Board of Global Minis
tries via a "telephone typewriter" (TTY) newly installed in the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Division. The TTY prints messages electronically and is easy 
to use if a person can type. About 50 percent of deaf people now have a set. 
The best thing about the new device, according to a minister who regularly uses 
one, is that deaf people don't have to depend on hearing people to make their 
phone calls. A growing number of agencies are using these machines, according 
to the Rev. Toby Gould, director of Ministries with persons with Handicapping 
Conditions at BOGM. 



Re l igious Absolut i sm. The cl imate of tol erance and pluralism in America is 
being "polluted by an ominous and poten t campa i gn of religious absolutism", 
according to Albe r t Vo rspan, of t he Un i on of American Hebrew Congregations . 
Vorspan warns that "a fever of religi ous ra dicalism is sweeping America, its 
power augmented by a vast electroni c pulpit and mailing list which yield a hit
list of terrifying political power. " The UAHC is an organization of congregations 
identified with Reform Judaism. 

Development. A unique devel opmen t organization which invests church capital in 
small-scale businesses operated by the poo r in various parts of the world now has 
about $5 million in capital. The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (see 
"Like an Inca Rainbow", No vembe r, 1980 NWO) r ecently received $100,000 from the 
United Presbyterian Church' s National Committee for the Self-Development of People. 
(The World Division of th e GBOGM has i nvested $220,250 in the enterprise since 
1975.) Applicants for EDCS l oans must show that they are owned and operated by 
the "powerl ess poor" in a par ticula r area and serve the needs of such people, also 
that the proj ect has the potential to become self-sustaining. Six loans have been 
made by EDCS: to Indian pea sant fa rmer s i n Ecuador, employees at a hospital in 
India for housing, a po ul t ry feed mill i n Cameroun, alpaca weaving women in Peru, 
bee farmers in Turkey, and a f i sh- farm i n Hong Kong. 

Refu ees. If your church i s t hin king of sponsoring a refugee family from Kampuchea 
Cambodia) now is a good time . Some 10,000 Kampuchean refugees are processed and 

waiting to come to the U.S. in Au gust and September but they will be admitted only 
if sponsors can be found befo re t he end of July. Contact Lilia Fernandez at UMCOR. 

Pu b Crawling. Des pite commi t ments to to t al abstinence, British Methodists ought 
to vi sit l oca l pu bs and hoist a few rounds of "soft drin ks" with patrons in a new 
approach to evangeli sm. Thi s i s the advice of the Rev. J . David Bridge, an official 
of the church's Home Mi ssion Divi s ion, who says it would- ma ke sense to have a 
"Methodist presence" in Britai n' s pubs. He said this would be better than the old 
"hit and run" tactics , whi ch meant dropping i nto the local pub, handing out tracts, 
and then l eaving as qui ckly as poss i ble. "Methodists need to sit in a pub or stand 
at a bar just to see what subj ects ma ke up pub conversation". 

Oklahoma, OK. The Oklahoma Co nfe rence Board of Global Ministries has received a 
gift of $4.123 milli on from the estate of the late w..._.li:_ \j,Qodwo.r.t.b, a life-long 
Methodi st who died in 1958. Al so , the Methodist Children's Home in Tahlequah 
received $310,000 and the Ardmore Di st r ict of the UMC received $124,000. The gift 
to the Con ference Board of Gl obal Mini stries will be deposited in a trust fund and 
only the income will be used . Origi nall y f rom Minneso ta , Mr. Woodworth ~a rried 
Rose Snyder, a school t eacher and music di rec tor, in 1902 and settled in Ringling, 
Okla. They owned and operated l umber yards , ranches, oil leases and eventually 
most of the stock in the First Nationa l Ba nk of Ri ngling. Each operated businesses 
independent of the other and wh en Mrs . Woodworth died in 1951 she left an estate 
valued now at about $1 million t o t he Okla homa Conference Board of Global 
Ministries and the Oklahoma Medica l Foundati on. 
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~ EDITORIALSbJ 
HAYSTACK REVISITED 

On August 2, 1806 five students at 
Williams College in Massachusetts, 
which according to one historian was 
then a scene of " rampant infidelity and 
a ridicule of Christianity amounting to 
persecution," were caught in a meadow 
in a sudden rainstorm and took refuge in 
a haystack. There they vowed to give 
their lives to foreign missions, especial
ly to the masses in "the moral darkness 
of Asia ." 

One hundred and seventy-five years 
later it is worth recalling that foreign 
missions was not an idea dreamed up by 
church executives and bishops meeting 
in oak panelled rooms, or the brain
storm of a women's society, or the 
program of a church planner or "strate
gist. " It was the vision of a handful of 
students who formed a Society of 
Brethren, which later became the Stu
dent Volunteer Movement, and who 
actually had to work hard to persuade 
the Church leadership that foreign 
missions was a worthy cause . And they 
did this not in a climate of evangelical
ism and pietism that pervaded much of 
the rest of the nineteenth century in 
America but in a general atmosphere of 
ridicule and secularism. One scoffer 
wrote: " These ... foolish and inex
perienced young people will actually 
sail to the far-distant shores of Hindoos
tan and , marvellous to tell, ... teach 
that numerous and ancient people the 
right way to heaven." (One of the first 
missionaries of the Society of Brethren 
who did go to the far off shores of 
Hindoostan was Adoniram Judson, one 
of the great 19th century missionaries.) 

This August two disparate confer
ences of students wi 11 meet at opposite 
ends of the country and only time will 
tell how foolish and inexperienced they 
are. The first, from July 28 to August 2, 
will be at Williams College itself. It is 
billed as "Haystack ' 81 " and is organ
ized by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel
lowship. 

On the other end of the country, at 
Berkeley, California, there will be a 
National Ecumenical Student Confer
ence, August 21-25, which will be an 
attempt to organize a new Student 
Christian Movement. The old SCM 
voted itself out of existence in the 

turbulent and chaotic days of 1969. 
Although nothing will be made of the 
1806 Haystack meeting at the Berkeley 
conference, the fact is that the Student 
Christian Movement is a direct descen
dant of that prayer meeting. 

The temptation which should be 
resisted is to say that one rather than the 
other of these two conferences better 
carries on the tradition of Haystack. The 
original five men were convinced of the 
claims of Christ upon their lives and the 
necessity to bring Christ's Word to the 
nations (then known as heathen). But 
they do not really fit our Liberal/conser
vative categories of today . 

The leader of the group, Samuel J. 
M i lls, seems to have combined the 
strengths of both an evangelistic zeal for 
the gospel and a fervent social witness. 
His call to preach the gospel actually 
came four years before the Haystack 
meeting while he was ploughing his 
fields in Connecticut, but instead of 
going to Asia he went to the southern 
and southwestern parts of the United 
States. There he became convinced that 
American blacks " would be better 
situated in Africa than they are, or can 
soon expect to be, in America ." He 
fought the slave trade and he died 
returning from a voyage to fi nd a place 
for "free people of colour' on the West 
Coast of Africa . A town is named for him 
today in Liberia. 

If out of these two conferences this 
summer come a few men and women of 
the commitment and vision of a Samuel 
J. Mills, that prayer meeting in a 
thunderstorm will be properly remem-

SAMSON IN THE 
NUCLEAR TEMPLE 

The Israeli air strike on the nuclear 
plant in Iraq is profoundly disturbing on 
several levels. 

The first of these is the growing 
recklessness of the Begin government in 
Israel. The Middle East situation is 
notoriously comp I icated and there is 
enough blame to go around for all 
parties. But the Israeli government's 
growing involvement on the side of 
certain Christian militia factions in 
Lebanon and the air strike in Iraq are 
both actions which have set back the 
cause of peace in the area . 

What is more frightening is the 
possibility that the Begin government 
believes its own rhetoric . Prolonged 
fear and isolation can cause people to 
lose touch with reality . Fortunately, 
Israel is a nation with strong internal 
debate and we must hope reason will 
prevail . Samson in the Philistine temple 
is not a very realistic model for national 
conduct in the nuclear age. 

The second level on which the Israeli 
action is disturbing is the whole ques
tion of nuclear proliferation . No one 
really likes the idea of more nations 
having a nuclear weapon capability . It 
was this fear on which the Israelis hoped 
to capitalize, but the widespread belief 
that the Israelis themselves already have 
such a capacity and their refusal to 
allow international inspection of their 
own nuclear facility undercut their 
hopes . In any case, the pre-emptive 
strike theory of nuclear control can only 
lead to a frightening vision of the future 
with Indians attacking Pakistanis, Arabs 
Israelis, etc., etc. 

The real question here is whether the 
gen ie of nuclear weapon capability can 
be put back in the bottle. Certainly, it 
can not if every nation attempts to gain 
an advantage in the process. Both Arabs 
and Israelis have proposals for a nuclear
free zone in the Middle East but each side 
is clearly most interested in scoring a 
propaganda victory. 

This is the area where the superpow
ers of the U.S. and the U .S.S. R. can play 
a significant role both by their own 
example and by pressure on their allies 
and client states. The outlook here is not 
good. True, the United States delega
tion at the United Nations did work with 
the Iraq is to draft a compromise resolu
tion condemning the Israeli raid and are 
to be commended for that. 

Nonetheless, the U.S . refusal to 
adopt the SALT-II Treaty, imperfect as it 
was, combined with the Reagan ad
ministration's obvious reluctance to 
start arms control negotiations with the 
Russians is an ominous signal. 

Finally, of course, the question of 
nuclear weapons cannot be separated 
from other weapons. The tendency of 
both the U.S. and the U .S.S.R. to set 
themselves up as arms merchants to 
anyone who claims to be on their 
respective sides can only be labelled as 
madness. The Israelis have demonstrat
ed an extreme case of the sickness that 
infects us all. In this nuclear temple that 
we have made of the world, it is only a 
question which Samson will pull it 
down first. 



I HA\JE: CLIMBE:D THE: GRE:AT WALL 

Just thirty years ago I was sentenced , 
after two years in prison in Chongging 
(Chungking), West China, fourteen 
months of them in solitary, to be 
expelled from the " best country in the 
world " (Communist China) to return to 
the " worst country in the world" 
(Capitalist America) . I was even given 
an escort of two Red Star soldiers to 
Guangzhow (Canton) and the borders 
of China . They called ita "sentence" ; I 
called it "an answer to prayer." At 
least China was getting rid of its last 
"American missionary spy." 

Th is March my wife and I returned to 
China as a part of a tour party, 
spending two weeks there, in Beijing 
(Peiking ), Chongging, Chengdu 
(Chengtu) where we had lived for 
fifteen years, and Kunming on our way 
out to Guangzhow and Hongkong. At 
Beijing and Chengdu we met again 
with long time friends whom we had 
not seen for more than thirty years, 
friends who had suffered grievously 
during the Cultural Revolution , those 
ten years (1966-76) when gangs of 
youth terrorized the land, releasing 
uncontrolled anarchy upon thousands 
of worthy and helpless citizens. Our 
friends had suffered far more than I 
had. When I spoke of my own 
experience of God's sustaining grace 
in prison, they replied, "Yes, we 
know. We also experienced the same 
Power to see us through ." 

The Revolution Had Just Begun 

When I was arrested and went off to 
prison that November day in 1950, 
China's revolution had just begun. The 
forces of Mao Dze-dong had complet
ed their military conquest of China. 
But the far more difficult task of 
conquering the hearts of the people 
and turning them around to create a 
new socialist society, free of landlords, 
money lenders, and war lords had just 
begun. The long task of halting infla
tion, of bringing a greater measure of 
health and literacy to the people, of 
dividing up the limited acres of land so 

F. OLIN STOCKWE1L 

that every peasant would have a fair 
share, of creating a new community
centered mindset so that cooperatives, 
and later communes, would be possi
ble, of the drive to "Serve The People" 
as the motive for living and complete 
loyalty to party and nation as the 
goal-all of this became a winding 
road with many dead-ends, many 
trials and errors , but continuing down 
to our present day. To be able to return 
at last and to see a tiny bit of the new 
China was a mind boggling experi
ence. 

When I left China nearly thirty years 
ago every day was filled with political 
songs, marching bands, waving flags, 
enforced study groups, self-examina
tion sessions in schools, factories, and 
neighborhoods . All visitors to China 
over the past ten years have reported 
continuing political pressures and 
mass propaganda . 

Weary of Political Enthusiasm 

Today, much to our surprise, this 
has ended. All of the air has leaked out 
of the political balloon . It is a new day. 
The revolution is over. Commercial 
advertisements replace the pictures of 
the leaders on billboards. Everyone 
seems more relaxed . 

It may be that China is weary of 
political enthusiasm . When we came 
back from climbing the Great Wall, we 
found a T-shirt shop selling shirts 
inscribed with the words, "I Have 
Climbed The Great Wall ." One of our 
group remarked , " This summarizes 
China today . She has climbed the great 
wall of social revolution with high 
enthusiasm. Now it is over and she is 
turning to the harsh and challenging 
realities of building a strong nation 
upon the wel I-earned gains of the past. 
God bless Her! " 

But if the political situation has 
changed , the basic work of the rural 
peasants has not. The marvellous 
productivity of the Chinese country
side strikes the visitor more forcefully 
than almost anything else. Each tiny 
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field seems to be competing with its 
neighbor to produce the maximum of 
rice, wheat, rape, beans, and other 
vegetables . There are no weeds. The 
purple blossomed beans grow in the 
paths that separate one paddy field 
from the next. The rape flaunts its 
yellow blossoms to form a carpet of 
gold before producing the seed that 
wi 11 be pressed into oi I for the needs of 
China. The wheat and the rice com
pete with each other to fi 11 the smal I 
fields, flooded for rice, dry for wheat, 
that climb the hills, terrace after 
terrace to the very top . No land goes to 
waste in China . 

These farmers work hard, fertilizing 
the plants by hand, using night soil 
brought from the latrines of the city 
and village . There is little artificial 
fertilizer, and no mechanical tools. 
These farmers work in teams, fifteen or 
twenty men and women tackling one 
field at a time, all profiting equally 
from their common toil. They belong 
to a commune where they work under 
the direction of leaders they them
selves have elected, and who are able 
to plan for all. In addition to their 
united work, each family has a small 
plot where they can plan and grow and 
sell whatever they desire on the free 
market. It is a socialist society in 
action , giving them the security and 
modest prosperity they need . All are 
fed, clothed , housed, and given a 
minimum of education . No rich, no 
poor, all are bound together in a matrix 
of interdependence and mutual su
port. 

Industrial Life Takes Shape 

The industrial life of China is slowly 
taking shape . It has long been delayed 
by the lack of an infrastructure, the 
railroads, highways, communication 
systems, and al I the other faci I ities that 
we in the west take for granted . When 
we left China in 1952, there was not 
one railroad in all of Sichuan province 
and no bridges across the rivers. Today 
the railroads stretch north and south, 
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"It may be that China . 
IS weary of political enthusiasm." 

F. Olin Stockwell (left) at the 
time of his release from 
prison in China, with the two 
books (below) that were his 
prison library-a New 
Testament and a book of 
poems. The latter was used 
(bottom) to write his 
prison diary. 
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"All visitors to China over 
the last ten years have 

reported continuing 
political pressures and 

mass propaganda." 

east and west . The great industrial city 
of Chongging now has two bridges 
across its two rivers, the one across the 
Yangtze high enough to accomodate 
the forty foot rise in flood season . The 
smoke stacks of new factories pierce 
the sky, and manufactured goods for 
local and foreign markets are rolling 
off the assembly lines. Trucks and cars, 
China-made, loaded with coal , rice, 
vegetables, and other products of farm 
and factory, vie with crowded buses 
and carts for the right-of-way on 
narrow, well-paved roads . New roads 
make their winding way into every 
village and hamlet, places that were 
isolated a few years ago. Along all the 
roads are droves of bicycles, slowing 
traffic to a snail's pace. There are no 
private cars in China . 

Factories are now part of vi I I age I ife, 
providing jobs in all seasons and 
making whole areas self-sustaining. 
The major problem is housing. Each 
factory is trying to provide apartments 
for its workers, the apartment houses 
now rearing their brick stories above 
the factory roofs . 

Nowhere in the world do you find a 
people more united in their concern 
for education than in China. The 
illiteracy of the people of old China 
was due, not to lack of desire, but lack 
of resources . Life was so hard and the 

struggle for existence so bitter in 
pre-revolutionary China that if the 
children went to school , the family 
would starve. 

Today the situation has radically 
changed. Every effort is being made to 
help people to learn to read and write, 
to get children into primary schools, 
and to build a new and literate 
citizenship . The support of the schools 
depends upon the commune and the 
quality of education varies from place 
to place. Advancement depends upon 
examinations, and young people are 
eager to go on to high schools and 
colleges . 

The Church in China 

What about the church in China? If 
you believe in the parable of the 
mustard seed, then you believe in the 
church in China. For that is what it is, a 
tiny growth that is showing I ife and 
promise for the future. After more than 
a quarter of a century of suppression, 
the complete exodus of all mission
aries, the cutting off of all financial 
support from the west, the taking over 
by the government of al I schools and 
hospital s, and the destruction (during 
the Cultural Revolution) of all Bibles, 
hymn books and Christian literature, it 
seemed as if the Christian witness in 
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The face of China today; 
farm children on a collective 
in Chungking (left); rural 
village road shops in West 
China (below); and new 
bridges (bottom). 



Street scene in Chungking 
(above); Esther Stockwell 

with a Chinese friend on a 
commune (below). 

China was at an end . The news of the 
first open ing of churches in some of the 
major cities of China came as a 
surprise and raised hopes that the 
situation might be changing. Today 
there are some eighty to a hundred 
churches open , a Chinese Christian 
council has been formed , the training 
of new church leaders resumed at 
Nanking, and the first publishing of 
Bibles and Christian literature within 
China is taking place. There is hope 
that th is beginning, like a tiny mustard 
seed, may grow. 

But that which threatens the growth 
of the church is not only the limited 
freedom granted by the Chinese gov
ernment, but the efforts of wel I-mean
ing, but misled, friends outside of 
China. These friends insist they must 
help, must send in Bibles, must 
produce Chr istian broadcast pro
grams, and must continue to strive to 
send in their own missionaries from 
outside China whether the church 
inside China asks for such help or not. 
By so doing they embarrass the small 
Chinese church , raise suspicions that 
the church is subversive and disloyal 
to the government, and threaten to 
create tensions that may destroy the 
new united church . If the tiny mustard 
seed of a church inside China is to 
grow, it must make its own decisions 
and live its own life. We must not kill it 
by over-fertilization from the outside. 

God is guiding our Chinese Chris
tian friends, is sustaining them, and is 
steadily adding to their numbers. The 
suffering of the past has made them 
strong for the present. They know 
God 's guidance and care, and live in 
hope for the future . We must pray for 
each other. We, with them, must have 
faith in the new China. We must have 
faith in God . • 

F. Olin Stockwell served as a 
Methodist miss ionary in China from 
1929 until his arrest, imprisonment 
and expulsion 1950-52. He later 
served in Mala ya and as president of 
Tr in ity Theological College in Singa
pore. He is the author of With God in 
Red China and Meditations From A 
Pri son Cell. He and his wi fe , Esther, 
now live in Denver. 
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Gospel Goes Big Time 
Fa_ye Wilson-Beach 

Last October the Youth Choir of 
Brooks Memorial United Methodist 
Church celebrated their second anni
versary . Youth and young adult choirs 
arrayed in turquoise robes with silver 
stoles, pastel blue cottas and navy blue 
skirts and ties, robes of maroon and 
gray and various colors were jammed 
in the pews. The church was full. 
Muted whispering and some outright 
laughter floated through the sanctuary 
preced ing the evening service. A hush 
fell over the church as choir director 
and pianist Walter Hight strolled to the 
piano, Patrick Wherry walked over 

and picked up his bass guitar and 
William Carter sat down behind an 
array of drums and cymbals . Picking 
up his sticks, Carter gave a bursting roll 
of the drums, the pianist and guitarist 
broke in with the opening chord of the 
" rocking" gospel song, "Where do we 
go from here?" All eyes turned to the 
rear of the church as 15 teen-aged boys 
and girls fairly danced up the ais les, 
eight steps forward, four steps back
ward . The· congregation stood, clap
ping their hands, picking up the joyful 
refrain, " How can we praise thy 
name?" It was time for church. 

On any given Sunday, all over the 
world , United Method ists, Episcopa-
1 ians , Presbyterian s, Bapt ists and 
Catholi cs are praisi ng God through 
songs categorized as gospel musi c. 
Churches, once quiet and reflective in 
all aspects of their worship, are now 
bursting with the sounds of drums, 
flutes, electric pianos and guitars. 
Fueled by the charismatic movement 
of the 70's, gospel songwriters and 
composers have created a new kind of 
" hymn," comparable in quality and 
appeal as a lot of secular music. 

Church members of all races find the 
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"Gospel music 
is not unlike 

the h.Ymn 
in thot 

ever.Yone is 
encouroged 

to porticipote." 

Chris Johnson and the Voices 
of Inspiration sing at St. 

Stephen's UMC in Baltimore. 

new music as modern as any top 40 
tune, even while capturi ng the mean
ing of be lief in Christ in a rea li st ic way . 
Gospel music is not un like the hymn 

in that everyone is encouraged to 
pa rticipate thro ugh handc lappin g, 
humming and joi ning the singing on 
the refra in . Yet it is di ffe rent fo r it is a 
song to be appreciated, much like 
classica l music. The drummer's solo, 
the piano chords, the strength of the 
song leader's voice is to be heard and 
understood apart from the total song. 

" In gospel , you must use your voi ce 
we ll ," decla res Verol ga Ni x, director 
of the Intermezzo Choir in Philadel
phia. " You must have a voice that you 
can use to get to the audience. " 

" And you have to have sou I," she 
added, " because you can't give to 
someone something you don 't have." 

A musical art fo rm, barely 60 years 
o ld, gospel music is characterized by 
rhythm ic sy ncopa t ion , shi fted ac
cents, altered t imbral qualities, jazz 
progressions and seventh and thir
teenth chords. Not uni ike jazz, gospel 
uti I izes improv isat ion both for the 
instruments and voice. 

" There are fill-in notes, notes that 
are sustained and blue notes, a little 
note jammed in between two notes, 
w hich is an intri cacy designed for the 
vo ice,' says Nix, w ho al so is co-editor 
of the United Methodist hymnal sup
plement, Songs of Zion, a compilation 
of Negro spirituals and hymns and 
gospel songs used predominantly in 
the black church . 

Gospel music, born in the 1920's, 
w as a response of the black church to 
nightclub music, the response of a 
people longing to put a difference 
between themselves and the " world ." 
In its earliest form , gospel was enli
vened versions of Dr. Isaac Watts' 
hymns but soon black songwriters 
such as Thomas Dorsey and Charles 

Tindley, a Method ist minister in Phila
delphia, were w riting original music 
w hich was sung by travelling stars
The Roberta Martin Singers, Mahalia 
Jackson, the Dixie Hummingbirds, to 
name a few. " Precious Lord," a 
Dorsey creation written during thi s 
era, has been translated into 32 
languages and has been recorded by 
virtuall y every gospel singer, black 
and white. 

The Age of the Quartet 

By 1940, the quartet age had 
emerged . Usually consi sting of four 
men, a lead voice and three back-up 
voices-one of which played the 
guitar accompaniment, quartets 
toured in Chicago, Washington, DC, 
New York City and many southern 
towns, attracting an enthusiastic fol
lowing. They initiated the verve which 
c haracterizes present day perfor
mances, overwhelming the crowds 
with precise harmonies that made use 
of the fu 11 range of the male voice, from 
a " wailing falsetto to a deep, rich 
bass." Gospel music programs em
phasized the humanness of its per
formers who sang with their bodies, 
" moving with a thrilling grace and 
physical abandonment. " 

Therefore, it was not unusual to see 
lead vocalists shrugging off their suit 
jackets, wrestling off their ties and 
falling to their knees, sustaining that 
last note two or three more minutes. 
Both men and women, overcome by 
the spirit and passion of the song and 
the singer, had to be carried from the 
concert. 

Quartets gave rise to gospel groups 
and eventually choirs that sang four
part harmony and flitted from modula
tion to modulation. Instruments 
changed, too . The traditional guitar 
and piano accompaniment was sup
plemented with electric pianos , 
synthesizers (instruments capable of 
mimicking pianos, drums, guitars, 
oboes, etc. ), drums, bass and string 
orchestras . Choirs remain the pre
dominant gospel medium for black 
people today . 

Entertainment Owes The Church 

Through its history, gospel , in pick
ing up bits and pieces from blues and 
jazz , became a distinctive musical 
blend that influenced other art forms . 
The Dixi e Hummingbirds quartet in
fluenced the Temptations, Jackie Wil
son and Brook Benton . Soul singer 
James Brown borrowed his fancy 
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footwork right from the holy dances of 
shouting Pentecostal churches . 
Aretha Franklin could have been 
leading a church service as she 
pranced around on stage telling the 
audience she's " gonna get a litt le 
respect." In fact, gospel queen 
Mahalia Jackson reportedly said that 
the 'mess ' people were calling soul 
was nothing but " warmed over gos
pel ." 

" There's a thin line between black 
gospel and black popular music," 
contends Dr. J. Jefferson Cleveland, 
co-editor of Songs of Zion , and an 
authority on black church music. 
"Gospel came out of the need for the 
church to have a counterpart to swing 
music but once it was developed, 
church people tried to draw a line 
between the two. 

"However," he adds, " in the last 20 
years, popular music has taken on the 
current style of gospel music ." 

Since the late 60's gospel music has 
become even more popular . As 
Anthony Heilbut wrote in The Gospel 
Sound, everything from "rock sym
phonies to detergent commercials" 
has been influenced by gospel's dis
tinctive style. Black gospel star Alex 
Bradford's music graced Broadway in 
"Your Arm's Too Short To Box With 

God ." Broadway musicals " Hair" 
and " Godspel I" were heavily in
fluenced by gospel. The commercials 
to which youngsters sway and rock, 
" oh, la, la, Sasson," Burger King's 
" Have it your way" and the theme 
songs of television situation comedies 
"The Jefferson s," " Maude" and 
" Good Ti mes " are al I indelibly 
stamped with the frolicking gospel 
style . 

Crossover Music 

An array of artists has paraded from 
one side to another cutting a gospel 
album, cutting a secular record . Rock 
star Elvis Presley sold a million copies 
of his recording of Thomas Dorsey's 
" Peace in the Valley." James Cleve
land, father of modern gospel , who 
has recorded more than 50 albums, is 
famous for his " crossing over" wheth
er it' s a pop recording like " Without a 
Song" or a rewriting of the words of 
popular tunes " I Can't Stop Loving 
You" (you becomes God) or "Jesus is 
(You're) the Best Thing that Ever 
Happened_ to Me. 11 

In the early seventies, Edwin Haw
kins' version of the hymn 110 Happy 
Day" stayed at the top of the pop 
charts for 13 weeks . More recently , 
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The increased 
popularity of Gospel 

music is shown by 
the variety of 
these records. 

black gospel singer Shirley Caesar has 
recorded Stevi e Wonder ' s "Jesus 
Children" and Bob Dylan's " You 
Gotta Serve Somebody" and The 
Commodores, a popular group, in
cluded a gospel tune, " Jesus is Love," 
on one of their albums. Paul Simon 
recorded the Dixie Hummingbirds' 
tune, "Loves Me Like A Rock, " which 
featured their velvety blend in the 
background. Barbara Mandrell sang 
"His Eye is on the Sparrow" on her 
Saturday evening NBC variety show. 

In the past decade, a new form of 
gospel music has emerged, called 
contemporary and inspirational gos
pel, largely developed by the Black
wood Brothers. (Black gospel is 
usually known as "soul and spiritual" 
music.) One group, Andrae Crouch 
and the Disciples, seems to have 
blended the best of both worlds . 

The son of a black pentecostal 
preacher, Crouch grew up in church 
with pop singer Billy Preston. By 
1970, he and his integrated group 
were touring the States and overseas, 
playing before predominantly white 
audiences in sell-out appearances. 
His music was recorded by Pat Boone 
and various artists, and is included in 
virtually every songbook of modern 
gospel music . He was on hand at Jesus 
rallies all over the country and a song 
made famous in his Carnegie Hall 
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performance, which too was sold out, 
was the basis for the bumper sticker 
" Jesus is the Answer. " He squeezed in 
an appearance on the Johnny Carson 
"Tonight Show. " He surfaced at 
amusement parks, Disneyland in Cali
fornia, Great Adventure in New Jersey. 

In 1979 he sang at the White House 
and in 1981 was interviewed on ABC's 
20/20 and performed on Solid Gold 
with Dionne Warwick. 

The new interest in gospel music has 
led to dollars and followings. In an 
industry where to sell 2,000 record
ings is highly successful, gospel stars 
are going for gold. James Cleveland in 
the mid-60's sold an astounding 800,-
000 copies of a revised eighteenth 
century madrigal, "Peace Be Still." 
He, along with Aretha Franklin, set 
records when their double album 
" Amazing Grace," which featured 
Marvin Gaye's "Wholly Holy," 
Carole King's "You Got a Friend" and 
pop tune, " You'll NeverWalkAlone," 
went multi-platinum. 

''Approximately 1 2 percent of the 
nation's 8,000 radio stations are reli
gious and feature gospel or contempo
rary Christian music," says Audrey 
Langdon, editor of Religious Broad
casting magazine. "However, more 
than 50 percent of the stations play 
gospel at one time or another." 

With increased sales and with gos-
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pel albums being played alongside of 
secular recordings, record companies 
which specialize in Christian music 
are springing up-Savoy, Word , Light, 
Sparrow, Lamb and Lion . Some 
seculary companies like Warner and 
MCA are jumping on the bandwagon, 
too . Comparably, gospel music sales 
total $100 million to $4 billion in the 
secular world but that figure has 
caught the attention of the recording 
companies. 

Gospel music festivals abound , 
drawing thousands . Christian clubs 
such as the Lamb's Club on Times 
Square in New York City bill them
selves as " nightspots" offering fine 
food and Christian entertainment. 
Christian performers are also show
cased on the talk shows : the PTL and 
700 Clubs. Outdoor rallies and gospel 
concerts are profitable . With records 
selling for $8-10 apiece, and with all 
the everyday items that become Chris
tian when stamped with a fish or 
dove-cups, plates, etc.-which sell 
for nearly double their value, it is not 
unusual for profits to reach nearly 
$100,000 per festival. The se lling of 
" Jesus junk" has caused quite a stir 
among some artists who claim the 
gospel is being "priced out of the reach 
of the poor." 

The Virginia State University 
Ensemble sings Gospel at a 

concert at Brooks Memorial 
UMC in Queens, New York 
(Top of page). Verolga Nix, 
co-editor of Songs of Zion, 

leads a workshop participants 
in group singing at a Black 

Methodists for Church 
Renewal meeting in 

Baltimore (Right). 

Gospel music has come a long ways 
from its early simplistic forms . Perfor
mances are chic with string and horn 
arrangements as we l I as the usual 
piano/bass/drums accompaniment . 
Church groups, unable to assemble 
their own bands, can perform their 
favorite numbers using a spec ially 
designed pre-recorded sound track 
system of selected music. For most 
audiences and artists alike, the new 
gospel music is a welcome addition, 
and not replacement, to traditional 
worship music. 

" The music is drawing young peo
ple," says Joyce Wilkerson , director of 
the Youth Choir at St. Stephen's United 
Methodist Church . " And at least while 
they are si nging, they' re in church ." 

Pausing, she added, " I'm particular
ly glad that this music, a product of the 
black experience, not only is being 
reclaimed by the black churches but is 
being accepted and sung by all ." 

Another positive influence has been 
on overall musical programming for 
Christians. New songs, reflecting 

what singer Christine W yrtzen calls a 
" Godly form of expression for human 
love," are also popular . Believing that 
Christian young people need music 
that will provide God's principles on 
love and relationships, she recently 
recorded the song, " Jesus Gave My 
Heart To You ." 

The debate conti nues about cross
over music, gospelized rock, gospel 
music played on secular music shows, 
and secular songs being modified for 
gospel use. Yet performers l ike Andrae 
Crouch , who deliberately cultivate a 
secu lar style, believe that the message 
of Christ should be taken everywhere 
even if it means moving outside the 
church to do so . Verolga Nix sums it 
up, saying, " good music needs no 
rhyme or reason ; it just is. So if you 
crossover and the song goes over
fine! " • 

Fa ye Wilson-Beach is Coordinator of 
Consultative Services of the Education and 
Cultivation Division, CBCM. 
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CORRYMEEL.4 
HILL OF HftRMONY 

The tranquillity of 
Corrymeela and the view 

across the Irish Sea contrast 
with the tension on the face 

of this woman in Belfast 
praying for a hunger striker. 

ELIZABETH BOWNE 

" We have fed the heart on fantasies , 
The heart 's grown brutal from the fare , 
More substance in our enmities 
Than in our love. " 

W.B . Yeats 

The recent events in Northern Ire
land seem designed to abrogate the 
statement made by Pope John Paul II 
when he visited Ireland in September 
1979. Standing on a hilltop in 
Drogheda, thirty miles from the border 
which divides the Republic of Ireland 
from Northern Ireland, he spoke to a 
crowd of over one half million , 
pleading for an end to the age old 
conflict. " Violence is unworthy of 
man ... for it goes against the truth of 
our faith and the truth of our human
ity. " 

Yet while the tit-for-tat murders go 
on, with over 2,000 killed in the past 
ten yea rs , those determined to find 
another way-a non-violent way to 

reach beyond the str ife-continue 
their efforts . " We oppose the still 
widespread belief that vio lence is the 
only answer and we challenge the 
notion that what's required is a military 
victory,'' says Ray Davey, former 
Presbyterian chaplain at Queens Uni
versity in Belfast . Acutely aware that 
escalation of armed action means 
more innocent citizens hurt, embit
tered and alienated , thi s man of good 
will reminds hi s countrymen of 
Nietzche's warning, " When you fight 
a monster, beware lest you become a 
monster. " 

The desperate need for better com
munication between Catholics and 
Protestants estranged by centuries of 
fear, anger and mistrust, prompted Ray 
Davey and a group of forty students 
and other adults to form an ecumeni
ca l organization early in 1965 . While 
they did not claim to have any easy 
answers they determined to try and 
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discover the role of the Christian in a 
divided society, believing that truth 
demands a willingness to look at 
another's point of view, when it is 
opposed to one's own and to try to 
understand it. 

Well before the " new troubles, " 
unleashed by fires and bombings in 
Belfast and Londonderry, began in 
1969, that small group of Protestants 
and Catholics from different back
grounds and traditions had secured, 
for 6,500 pounds, a coastal center 
(Corrymeela - Hill of Harmony in 
Gaelic) near Ballycastle, fifty-five 
miles north of Belfast. There in 
October 1965 these activists headed 
by Ray Davey, soft spoken, lean and 
tall, began their attempt at grassroots 
reconciliation . And what a job it was! 
With the help of volunteers the large 
dull green building was repaired , 
painted white and furnished , while the 
eight acre grounds were cleared . 
Equipment, food supplies, permanent 
staff and buses were needed-all 
requiring continuous fund raising ef
forts. 

But most important were the people 
who began to come to the refuge by 
the sea, bringing with them the scars of 
the brutalities of the Irish situation: 
women who had lost their husbands, 
brothers or sons in the fighting; those 
whose loved ones were in prison; boys 
and girls full of animosity, often in 
trouble, yet trying to escape the police; 
others hoping to avoid coercion by the 
sectarian militants; youngsters who 
saw their fathers shot or blown to bits 
by a bomb; families intimidated and 
forced to leave their homes; mothers 
stunned by the death of their children 
killed by assassins who shot into 
crowds or by vehicles gone out of 
control when British soldiers chased 
culprits. 

In Need of a Reprieve 

And each year since then such 
people touched by tragedy continue to 
come. No one asks whether they are 
Catholics or Protestants. As Christians 
they share their God and as human 
beings in trouble they suffer their 
anguish. All in need of a reprieve, a 
change of scene, a place to grasp 
strength and courage to carry on, they 
board the buses and flee to the 
countryside. There green grass dotted 
by yellow whin spreads before them, 
and in the distance they see the 
tranquil scene of cows grazing on the 
verdant pastures that roll away from 
the rocky cliff almost as if blown there 

by the restless sea breezes. Those 
weary from the suffocating ghettoes of 
bombed out buildings and the weight 
of their own burdens, breathe in clean 
sight of deep blue water splashing 
against the shore. Across the water 
Rathlin Island, the place where Mar
coni sent his first wireless message, 
can be seen on a clear day. At 
Corrymeela another message--one of 
new hope in a torn land-reaches all 
who tarry awhile . 

As a glimmer comes into the sad 
eyes of one woman she says, " Tis 
more I need than just to settle me 
head . .. but perhaps I' ll begin to find 
some peace here." And a pensive lad 
smiles . " I've never known what it 
meant to be happy before. " Whether 
cautious, expectant or hopefu I each 
visitor to Corrymeela wonders about 
the meaning of a place that demon
strates human concern yet is not 
religious in the usual sense. The fact 
that equal interest in Catholics and 
Protestants is shown by the staff seems 
strange to many, especially those who 
have never met anyone of " the other 
religion " before. Clinging to inherited 
prejudices they often hold " the oppo
sites" in utter contempt. 

An Economic and Religious Struggle 

Caught in their immediate struggle, 
usually economic as well as sectarian, 
most people seem only vaguely aware 
of where and how all the problems 
started ages ago. The parochi I and the 
government schools each teach their 
own version of the history of English 
invasions begun in the 12th century 
and the events that followed for over 
700 years of Anglo-Irish bitter rebel
lions and savage repressions. Down 
through the years the position of each 
side hardened as acts of revenge 
continued and even now the oppo
nents carry their bigotry like swords. 

In Northern Ireland (six of the nine 
counties of Ulster remaining a part of 
the United Kingdom), where Scots 
settled the plantations and helped the 
British bring industrial development 
(linen mills, ship building, etc.), two 
thirds of the over 1.5 million popula
tion are Protestant. The rest of I re land 
(twenty-six counties with a population 
of over 3.2 million, 94% of whom are 
Catholic) has been separate from 
Britain since 1921. While the British 
maintain control of Northern Ireland it 
conceded· autonomy for the south, yet 
ignored the appeal of the new Repub
lic for total unity of the island. As the 
economy of the north grew and the 

religious differences polarized the 
people socially, conflict continued 
and any viable political so lution be
came even more remote. Thus one 
generation after another goes to its 
grave leaving behind the burdens of 
hatred and despair. 

Typically politicians bring little or 
no objectivity to their attempts to 
rectify the situation. Some priests call 
for an end to the terror without clearly 
defining the position of the Catholic 
Church in any future settlement. Ian 
Paisley, fundamentalist Protestant 
minister and a member of the British 
parliament from Northern Ireland, 
promotes the fear of his people that a 
united Ireland would mean direct rule 
from Rome. Most citizens declare a 
desire for peace but all too few actually 
speak of compromise, demanding 
instead that some specific wrong be set 
right or be revenged , before they will 
accept any national agreement. 

Terrorist acts of the Provisional Irish 
Republican Army (l. R.A-radicals not 
supported by the Republic of Ireland 
but believed to be funded by commu
nists as well as by die-hard Irish
Americans) provoke reprisals by the 
Ulster Defense Association (U. D.A.
a Protestant paramilitary organiza
tion). The troops sent in by the British 
strive to prevent complete chaos, but 
despite patrols, watch towers, barri
cades, barbed wire, check points, 
rifles and tanks, isolated acts of 
aggression go on-a building 
bombed, a retired prison warden 
maimed or leaders on both sides 
assassinated . Each gang vies for the 
largest headlines claiming another 
victory against the "conspiracy to 
destroy our homeland." 

Starvation Politics 

The grievous question of the H 
Blocks and the prisoners " on the 
blanket" (those refusing to wear i nsti
tutional garments) in Long Kesh pris
on, remains unsolved . Many who 
went on hunger strikes claiming politi
cal, rather than criminal, status creat
ed squalid living conditions, partly as a 
desperate cry for recognition but 
perhaps too in an effort to incite riots of 
sympathy on their behalf. But En
gland's Margaret Thatcher, reviewing 
the convictions for murder, refused to 
relent. Finally almost on the point of 
death those weakened by sta rvation 
accepted some food. More recently 
and fatally, I. R.A. leader Bobby Sands 
starved himself to death . 

Regardless of the stand-offs or cap it-
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ulations there are no winners and Ray 
Davey says , " As we experience the 
agony fro m the past, the frustration of 
the present and the increasing appre
hension about the future , we must do 
w hat we can ." Encouraged when the 
news of the ecumen ica l nature of the 
work at Corrymeela attracted thou
sands, his group looked for ways to 
expand their efforts . Trips to Europe 
and America by Ray Davey and Father 
Tony Farquhar made possib le a show 
of Irish Protestant-Catholi c unity pre
vious 1 y unimagined b y most 
foreigners. Publicity by the news 
med ia advanced optimism among 
those who had doubted that any 
positive endeavor could survive. 
Gradually money and /or workers 
came from Switzerland, Germany, 
Holland , Norway, England, Canada, 
New Zealand , Australia , Peru and the 
United States. Also people from both 
the north and the south of Ireland 
arrived to help, or formed mixed 
committees in their own areas to work 
toward reconciliat ion and raise funds . 

Each year now approximately 85 ,-
000 pounds in donations, a 31 ,000 
pound grant made by the Department 
of Education of Northern Ireland and 
the 55,000 pounds paid by partici
pants he lp defray expenses. But infla
tionary costs, loans still to be paid , 
additional equipment and a badly 
needed recreation building require a 
perpetua l quest for money. Yet much 
has been accomplished . 

It Begins When One Leaves 

Already on the grounds at the center 
near Ballycastle, two self-contained 

The Croi (heart) worship 
center (above). The author 

talks with a mother from 
Belfast (right). Sign at the 

main entrance (opposite 
page). 

units, called the Village and the 
Cottages, are each equipped to ac
commodate groups of thirty, wh ile 
sixty others use the House (the origi nal 
two-storied building with bedrooms, 
lounges, offices and dining space). 
The staff house given by the Coventry 
Cross of Nails organization in England 
provides quarters too for the vo lun
teers . In the summer of 1979 a stone 
edifice, the Croi (hea rt) worship and 
conference center, given impetus by 
the London Corrymeela Venture, was 
completed. At the dedication cere
mony one thou sand Catholics and 
Protestants heard the messages of hope 
and unity . Like those who bring their 
sorrows for a week, a few days or an 
overnight stay, they too took home a 
new feeling of encouragement. Now 
twice daily in the Croi si mple services, 
stressing the need for love, are per
formed by staff or vo lunteers. When 
the big bell rings anyone wishing to 
attend is welcomed . Together those of 
different religious persuasions sit in a 
circle around a table with only a small 
cross and a lighted candle. In music, 
meditation or di scussion all partici
pants seem able to shed some burden 
as they reconsider the abuses of 
yesterday and ponder the possibi I ities 
for tomorrow. But as one woman said, 
" This place is unreali stic, a dream! 
When I'm back in my flat will I 
remember the motto I see on the wall 
here-Corrymeela Begins When You 
Leave. What can I do? How can I 
make my neighbor understand?" 

Many overwhelmed by their own 
problems find onl y slight reprieve from 
the rut of their despa ir. Others orga
nize mothers' clubs to advocate the 

learning and sharing of useful skills, to 
better define and upgrade the roles of 
women in the community, and to 
teach their children more benevo
lence to replace their inherent angers. 
Some defy the intolerance around 
them and urge cooperation among 
their acquaintances, while they try to 
maintain contact with new friends 
made at the center, seeking them out 
dow n streets not far away, where they 
never dared go before. One mother 
sa id , "Si nce I returned from Corry
meela I call my children inside when 
there's a fight on our block and I warn 
them to avoid riots . Also I refuse to give 
anything to a charity thar I suspect will 
benefit the terrorists, and I try not to 
hate." 

A Mixed Marriage 

Staff members, at the Belfast office 
opened at 8 Upper Crescent Street, 
hold follow-up seminars and regularly 
the three-storied town house serves as 
a meeting place for such groups as the 
Mixed-Marriage Couples. A Catholic 
lass with her Protestant lad said, 
" Neither of our families have spoken 
to us since our marriage and we are not 
welcome in eitherofour churches. But 
when we meet with other such couples 
it helps to ease the pain of alienation ." 
Also the Cross Group, started by 
Maura Kiley, mother of a college 
student shot down in a crowd as he 
came out of Mass one Sunday, meets 
there. Contacting relatives of victims 
of terrorist attacks from both sides of 
the conflict, this courageous woman 
appealed to those bereaved to join her 
so that they might carry their cross of 
suffering together. " We find joy in 
sharing, discussing our differences 
and working toward agreement," she 
says. Often now people come together 
despite their economic or religious 
backgrounds, because of their com
mon problems or sorrows and their 
tremendous need to communicate. 
They believe Corrymeela offers the 
" only neutral place to assemble." 

Both in the city and the country 
centers conferences arranged for poli
ticians, lay leaders and the clergy help 
them also to seek better understand
ing. Doug Baker, a Presbyterian min
ister supported by his church in 
Pennsy lvania for two years of service 
to Corrymeela, travels about I re land 
ca II i ng on priests and preachers to 
work for peace through reconciliation . 
He finds that scores of people---espe
cially those whose lives have been 
shattered by a tragic loss-await guid-
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ance from their spiritual leaders, many 
of whom cling to the animosities with 
which they too have been reared . 

Religion's 'Baleful Influence' 

Ray Davey, addressing ecclesiasti
cal leaders in Westminister Abbey on 
March 16, 1980 said , " We must admit 
the baleful influence of much religion 
in Ireland . It has so often been used to 
exploit simple people for sectarian 
ends. That type of religion has always 
been part of the problem . It has been 
divisive instead of healing and uniting. 
This has fortified and sanctified a tribal 
mentality ." 

In his travels abroad or at home in 
Ireland this recently retired scholar 
continues to admonish Christians. 
" We must confront our demonic 
ideologies in order that we might build 
a common mind and some sort of 
consensus. " His successor at the 
Belfast office, John Morrow, a giant of 
a man in stature and mind, carries on 
the quest for communication . Dis
tressed by the fact that " We are held 
captive by our inherited beliefs," he 
constantly reevaluates the loose 
open-door pol icy of Corrymeela 
where people come in search of 
" space to be" but perhaps are in need 
of more structure to redefine their lives 
and give direction to their future . 

But as the concept of reconciliation 
grows groups arrive, all year round, at 
the country retreat for whatever 
lengths of time they can get away from 
home. Mothers, who need rest or who 
have an experience or a burden to 
share, often bring their children . They 
too want attention, a chance to play on 
the beach or hike in the forest, enjoy a 
disco, a concert or a barbeque. Also 
there are programs for the elderly, the 
handicapped, school classes-people 
from all walks of life who are willing to 
make the venture. As they participate 
in the activities they exchange biases 
and learn to accept each other as 
human beings rather than unknown 
" opposites ." Dur ing the summer 
young people attend study or work 
camps designed to involve them in 
drama, crafts or manual labor; some 
meet with foreign youths who have 
traveled there to learn about Ireland. 
Many of these volunteer efforts are 
organized by Community members 
(about 100 men and women in differ
ent parts of the country who lend 
guidance to Corrymeela and who 
often bring ecumenical groups from 
their own areas) . 

Derek Wilson , once a student at 

Queens Universi ty and a part of the 
founding organ ization , now operates 
the hilltop center. There, w ith the help 
of a small staff, he tries to meet 
personall y w ith all the troubled indi
vidual s and famil ies. Also he counsels 
the dozen or so volunteers (a few 
adults but mostly youths in their teens 
or twenties) from many lands, some 
college graduates, some high school 
dropouts, who serve for a year. Even 
though they are often in search of 
themselves they manage to confer 
considerable compassion as they carry 
out their duties of cleaning the prem
ises and caring for the daily needs of 
the guests. Dedicated and patient, 
they help the distraught find peace 
away from the oppressive forces of 
anxiety, grief, or the sectarian bitter
ness that has entrapped them . 

One Young Man's Story 

One such young man, Ivan Cross, 
came to the center at the invitation of 
Billy Kane, the youth director, who 
saw his artistic ability and suggested 
that he paint a mural. Suspicious of a 
place that offered kindness without 
requiring any special allegiance, Ivan 
delayed the completion of his project 
and then served for a year as a 
volunteer in his search for what the 
trade-off could be. What would be 
demanded of him, he wondered . 
Reared in the midst of terror on the 
Protestant dominated Shankill Road, 
his fears had been enforced by LR.A. 
bombs, tear gas, fire and screams in 
the night. As a child he and his two 
brothers had been abandoned by their 
mother. With their father, a laborer in 
an iron foundry, they moved several 
times in search of a safer place but 
always he felt confined by economic, 
political and religious pressures
some power determined to control . By 
the time he was twenty, one brother 
had fled to England, the other was 
serving an eight year prison sentence 
for armed robbery and " political 
offenses" and Ivan himself already 
drank heavily and had been jailed 
twice for assault during riots . Angered 
by authority of all kinds he left school 
and scoffed at the church , for both 
institutions, he believed, had en
trenched his position of hatred while 
offering him no viable gu idelines for 
his future . " Always," he says, " there 
was a price to pay. I didn' t trust 
anyone until I began to understand 
Corrymeela ." 

There, like the more than 6,000 
vi sitors each year, he began to relate to 
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the tragic experiences of others and to 
learn that conflict and violence are 
based on insecurity and fear . Finally 
he knew that those inequities must be 
replaced by confidence and trust. 
Perhaps most compelling of all he 
found that the on ly meaningful trade
off comes from within , for as he freely 
gave of h i msel f a new ident i t y 
emerged. Now after his volunteer 
time, spent at the rural place of 
reprieve, he is back in school and also 
he works as part t ime ass istant to Billy 
Kane. Together they seek out potential 
youth leaders before they are com
mandered by terrorist gangs. As they 
think, discuss and share w ith these 
boys and girls from diverse economic, 
soc ial and religious backgrounds, they 
challenge them to be a part of the 
catalyst of concern w hich is Corry
meela. 

Like others throughout the world 
who face a cri sis situation, these 
activ ists of good will in Ireland, 
believe in being involved in w hat is 
happening, for they know that it' s in 
the hearts and minds of human beings 
that real change is possible. While 
terrorist exploits continue to be re
ported by the med ia and " the trou
bles" remain unsolved, there is re
markable hope, for each year the 
ground swel l of interest in reconcil ia
tion grows. As more people move 
away from their age old anger and 
begin to support positive and creative 
attitudes they al so strive to defeat 
violence w ith compassion and justice, 
for surely v iolence is unworthy of 
man . • 

Elizabeth Bowne teaches a creative 
writing workshop at the University of 
Southern M ississippi and is the author of 
Gift From The African Heart (Dodd-Mead) 
and Their Si lent Message (McGraw- H i /I). 
She served as a vo lunteer at Corrymeela. 
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When They Celebrated 
in Columbus 

" Methodist Hosts Invade Columbus 
for Greatest Missionary Event in His
tory of the Christian Church, " ran the 
head Ii neon page one of the Centenary 
Bulletin for June 26, 1919. Such 
enthusiastic hyperbole matched the 
mood of the celebration which over
flowed not only the spacious Ohio 
State Fairgrounds but also the whole 
capital city of Columbus during those 
twenty-four days in June and July in 
which the Northern and Southern 
branches of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church gave visible expression to the 
ambitious campaign to expand their 
world-wide missionary effort. 

For three weeks the huge crowds 
were treated to parades, fireworks, 
band concerts, revival tent meetings, 
airplane flights and the Akron dirigi
ble, pageants with a thousand actors, 
twelve-hundred voice choirs, stereop
ticon and moving pictures on a huge 
one hundred by seventy-five foot 
screen, and promotional hoopla sur
prising in the by now more or less 
restrained atmosphere of American 
Protestantism . Some old timers re
called when they had once been 
cheered or derided as "shoutin' Meth
odists." 

What was the excitement all about? 
The origin of the movement for which 
the celebration in Columbus was a 
mid-stream climax lay in the year 
191 7, as the United States entered the 
first "world war" of the twentieth 
century . That the war effort was not yet 
quite total is shown by the assembly of 
a hundred Methodist ministers and lay 
people in Niagara Falls about a half 
year after President Wilson urged 
Congress to declare war on Germany. 
There the representatives heard Dr. 
John R. Mott, world-renowned mis
sionary and ecumenical leader, de
clare in his resonant voice, "Every
where the age-old institutions are 
slipping. Their foundations are shifting 
sands. What alone can stand the strain 
such as it is now upon the world?" The 
answer, decided the Niagara Confer
ence, lay in a redoubled effort to take 
the Christian message of faith, peace, 
and love to all the peoples of the 

Frederick A. Norwood 

world. Thus was born the impressive 
Centenary Movement, which pro
posed to revitalize the missionary 
movement of the denomination which 
had become the most influential and 
most representative Christian body in 
America . The two major branches 
would together raise eight million 
dollars a year for five years, would 
strengthen the themes of commitment 
and stewardship, would use all the 
modern means of communication 
including business methods and ad
vertising, and would "put over the 
top" a campaign descibed only in 
superlatives. 

Methodist Minute Men 

During 1918 and 1919 (war or no 
war) an intensive drive was promoted. 
All the methods so successfully used in 
the patriotic campaigns for Liberty 
Bonds and United War Work were 
taken over. "Minute Men," famous for 
selling Liberty Bonds, became 100,-
000 Methodist Minute Men for publi
cizing the Centenary Campaign. The 
degree of success startled even the 
most optimistic participants. By June, 
1919, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
had subscribed almost $114,000,000 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, almost $36,000,000, far be
yond the original goal. There was 
ample cause for celebration . 

And celebrate they did! Euphoria in 
the victory in defense of democracy 
merged with pride in the vigorous 
response to the pledge campaign . In 
Columbus in hot mid-summer, 1919, 
they pulled out all the stops, including 
the great organ especially constructed 
for the affair. 

The Ohio capital had been chosen 
because it lay in the heartland of 
Methodism. To begin with, 25,000 
church members lived in that city 
alone. One hundred thousand lay 
within a two-hour drive by car or 
buggy. A million were within five 
hours travel time. Three million lived 
within five hundred miles. An impor
tant political factor was that, although 
the central Ohio city was located in 
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Northern territory, one and a quarter 
million Southern Methodists were 
within easy reach. Most important, the 
intensive survey for a site revealed that 
the Ohio State Fairgrounds were not 
only spacious but modern and well 
equipped to handle large ctowds. The 
governor of the state and the mayor of 
the city knew a publicity prize when 
they saw one. And the citizens of 
Columbus, overgrown cow town that 
it was, could be counted on to provide 
a wide-open welcome. The Mailing 
Department sent out fifteen million 
pieces, including 300,000 art book
lets, "Bringing the World to Colum
bus," and an equal number of blotters 
bearing the same inscription. 

Methodist Caravans 

Opening Day was June 20. People 
poured in from the city itself ("Colum
bus Day"), by car and buggy from near 
and far, by railroad on special excur
sion fares arranged by the Centenary 
Commission at the top. Autos chugged 
to the middle of Ohio along horrible 
"roads" from as far away as Oklaho
ma, New England, and Florida. Some 
of them joined in "Methodist Cara
vans" for mutual help along the way. 
Before the Celbration closed in the 
middle of July over a million persons 
had come through the gates at fifty 
cents per single admission or five 
dollars a "season ticket" or ten dollars 
family rate. 

From that opening Columbus Day 
on special days and events piled on 
one another up to the r.uge Victory 
Processional on the Fourth of July, 
when 100,000 viewers watched 10,-
000 paraders-"by far the largest 
crowd" ever gathered on the Ohio 
State Fairgrounds (The Centenary Bul
letin). The venerable and colorful 
circuit riders William Wesley Van 
Orsdel, from Montana, and Theodore 
F. Brewer, from the Southern church, 
led off on horseback with the tradi
tional saddlebags. Hours later ex
hausted crowds dispersed, knowing 
they had never seen the like and likely 
never would again. They had seen 

.. 



Top to bottom: Sgt. 
Alvin York, a World 
War I hero, was a 
major attraction at the 
exhibition, the 1 00 
trombone players were 
a big success with the 
public but not with 
music critics, and the 
Prohibition camel 
pushed Methodism's 
favorite social cause. 
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A Columbus business man 
dressed up as Christopher 

Columbus and an Ohio State 
University co-ed as Miss 

Centenary were greeted by 
the crowds. 

The 
celebration 
capped an 
ambitious 
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campai~n 

to expand 
Methodism's 

world-wide 
• • 

missionar~ 

effort. 

costumed Chris Columbus (Theodore 
Wegener, a Columbus business man) 
and Miss Centenary (Gladys E. Amb
lin, Ohio State University sopho
more) . There were military and school 
bands, marching representatives of 
missionary and service organizations, 
and the Centenary Cadets. 

These latter, numbering nine hun
dred and seventy, consisted of boys 
aged fifteen to nineteen recruited to 
serve as guards and ushers and at the 
same time to be exposed to religious 
influences. They were trained accord
ing to military discipline as a sort of 
cross between a company of infantry 
and a troop of boy scouts. They helped 
maintain order and provide guidance, 
and - occasionally were involved in 
more serious crises stirred up by 
alleged " Red elements. " Now and 
then some of them were armed, a few 
with real ammunition, the rest with 
blanks. Besides these Cadets there was 
a whole Department of Safety, which 
included fifty city pol ice, seventy 
sheriff's deputies, thirty-five "secret 
service" agents of a private detective 
outfit, and forty specially chosen 
Methodist ministers, who proved to be 
remarkably adept at maintaining order 
and decorum. In spite of this no 
nonsense administration, rumors cir
culated about un-Methodistic hanky
panky, such as gambling, drinking, 
and a Centenary Commission spon
sored pool table . This latter rumor was 
squelched in a flat denial in the 
Centenary Bulletin. 

Under the circumstances of huge 
crowds in attendance day after hot day 
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(three weeks of high temperatures but 
no rainy days), the complicated series 
of special days and special events, all 
organized in a matrix of regular daily 
exhibits, musical concerts and recit
als, religious observances, and pag
eants, came off without disruption and 
only minor inconveniences. As many 
as five thousand cars daily parked in 
spacious lots. Visitors filled hotels and 
Methodist homes , and thousands 
camped out in city parks. Food was 
available in a wild variety of forms, 
some of it designed to nourish the 
body, the rest to nourish this or that 
foreign mission. A special sub-com
mittee concentrated on provision of 
restrooms. A lost-and-found depart
ment accumulated a potpourri of 
misplaced items, including several 
lost children . 

On that Fourth of July occasion the 
largest crowd of all said the Lord's 
Prayer in unison and sang the Battle 
Hymn of the Republic. On other days 
came an India Mass Movement scene, 
a dedication of life service by five 
hundred Centenary Cadets, a similar 
dedication by students one afternoon, 
a series of highly polished "life plays, " 
and a daily evening performance of the 
Centenary theme play, "The Way
fairer," in the eight thousand seat 
coliseum. Inevitably there were one 
thousand actors and a choir of twelve 
hundred. Early Twentieth-century lib
eralism found expression in a Congress 
of Nations on June 20 and a Labor 
Mass Meeting on June 28. 

Stereopticon Slides and "Movies" 

In a great field provided with fifty 
thousand seats stood a high strongly
braced screen on which were thrown 
stereopticon slides and movies, the 
image expanded to one hundred by 
seventy-five feet. The machines which 
performed this magic had to be 
specially constructed, against the pro
tests of experts who said it cou Id not be 
done. Another controversial feature 
was the Trombone Choir, composed 
of one hundred (repeat, one hundred, 
not seventy-six) players of slide trom
bones. This outfit put on concerts of its 
own, and powerfully accompanied 
the hymns sung by assembled thou
sands of Methodist and other throats. 
Some professional musicians regarded 
this Choir as "absurd"; but it was a 
resounding success with the public. 

Along with all this, time and space 
were found for a wide variety of 
religious observances: evening evan
gelistic services in the "Big Tent," 
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Sunday worship in the Coli seum, and 
many open-air religious meetings. 
One wonders, however, how many of 
the finer facets of Christian faith found 
expression in the midst of the carnival. 
Perhaps most symbolic of the spirit of 
the Celebration was the presence of 
none other than D . W . Griffith , of 
" Birth of a Nation" fame, who shot 
some ten thousand feet of movie film 
to catch the memorable event. He was 
enthusiastic about the whole thing, 
and volunteered his services in memo
ry of his own mother, a life-long 
Methodist. No wonder show-biz types 
were excited! Said the official manu
script report submitted by the Centen
ary Commission, " More talent ap
peared on the Centenary Celebration 
programs than all the Chautauquas in 
America combined during this sea
son." 

The fair auditoriums, including a 
converted sheep barn and huge tem
porary tents, were crammed with 
simultaneous shows, concerts, lec
tures and sermons. India and China 
and Africa vied with other claimants to 
display the wonderful effects of Chris
tian world mission in their lands and 
cultures. Distinguished guests stum
bled over one another to identify with 
things Methodistic. William Howard 
Taft, in the center of history as 
Secretary of War under Roosevelt and 
as President 1908-1912, having sur
vived the split between him and 
Roosevelt during the era of Bull Moose, 
was now basking as law professor at 
Yale and serving his country as chair
man of the National War Labor Board . 

William G. McAdoo was not only 
Secretary of the Treasury and Direc
tor-General of wartime railroads but 
al so at the head of the Liberty Bond 
drives. Josephus Daniels was Secre
tary of the Navy, a life-long Democrat 
and reformer. John R. Mott was 
probably the most famous lay Chris
tian in the world , as General Secretary 
of the World 's Student Christian Feder
ation, Chairman and moving force in 
the World Missionary Conference in 
Edinburgh in 1910 and the Interna
tional Missionary Council that grew 
out of it, and leader in many other 
important movements, including the 
Y.M .C.A. But standing above all these 
was the authentic war hero, Sergeant 
Alvin York, who began as a conscien
tious objector and ended by-all by 
himself-defeating a German ma
chine-gun battalion, killing twenty
five and capturing one hundred and 
thirty-two. They had a special program 
for him on July 12, when he too made a 
speech . 

The Central Purposes 

It is to the credit of the Centenary 
Commission that through it all the 
central purpose was kept firmly in 
mind . Fred B. Fisher, who headed the 
planning, defined four points: (1) to 
celebrate fulfillment of the financial 
campaign for strengthening Methodist 
world missions, (2) to visualize the 
far-flung fields of service, (3) to finish 
the job, wrap up the campaign, and 
assure payment of pledges, and (4), 
" most important of all , if the Celebra-

-..-- I 

tion realizes the ideals which those in 
back of it hold, it must be the 
inspiration for planning work for the 
next century." Or, as Director General 
S. Earl Taylor put it, " In its greater 
development, as seen at Columbus, 
the Missionary Exposition goes fa r 
beyond Church Membership, and by 
adopting some of the methods which 
are so well known in the business 
world , it brings its message to the man 
in the street. " 

Thomas Tiplady, Chaplain of the 
British Expeditionary Forces and an
other of the renowned guests, re
marked in his address, " Teaching the 
World to Smile Again," the Celebra
tion has " humanized the church and 
brought back the smile to the face of 
religion. The Exposition was a reli
gious fa ir that we have been waiting for 
during two or three hundred years." 
The whole affair was, he thought, an 
unconscious protest against Puritan
ism, a thing for youth and for Jesus. 

That many of these heady dreams of 
evangelization of the world failed to 
develop during the decade of Red 
Scare and flapper culture was not the 
fau It of the Celebration . The pledges so 
generously and hopefully made were 
not all paid , and some of the more 
grandiose plans had to be scrapped . 
But that is another story, and a fairly 
good indicator of the normal human 
condition. • 

Frederick A. Norwood, a former profes
sor at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary, is now retired and living in 
Glenview, Ill inois . 

A huge plan of the 
fairgrounds told 
everyone what 
was where. 



Uflses Torres Finds Terror in Guotemah 

If you meet the Rev. Ulises Torres, 
you wi II find he has trouble remember
ing your name . . Indeed, he claims he 
has trained himself to forget names. It 
all goes back to the night of January 4, 
1974, when Chilean military police 
dragged him from his bed, handcuffed 
him, blindfolded him, dragged him off 
to the military headquarters and for 
three days beat him with fists and 
boards while yelling " The names! The 
names! Tell us the names! " 

The names they wanted were the 
others who had been publishing an 
underground newsletter for four 
weeks. 

To understand why a 44-year-old 
Methodist minister had been involved 
with a clandestine news letter, you 
must understand a bit about Chile, 
says Torres. 

Seventy percent of Chile's people 
live in poverty, according to Torres. 
There is malnutrition, unemployment. 
One hundred of every 1000 babies die 
before they are one year old . 

Torres was pastor of an 80-member 
Methodist church in Chillan, a city of 
121 ,000 some 250 miles south of 
Santiago. His parishioners lived in a 
shanty town with no electricity, no 
running water. Their houses had dirt 
floors, and it was not unusual for 
Torres to find a family completely out 
of food . 

Like many other Christian leaders 
Torres identified with the poverty of his 
flock . He recalls that when Salvador 
Allende came into power as president 
in 1 9 70, there was a strong feeling that 
things might become better. Allende's 
Marxist philosophy was seen as inci
dental to a social program that pro
mised help for the poor. 

On September 11, 1973 Allende 
was overthrown by a military coup and 
Torres says that what followed was "a 
massive repression and violation of 
human rights ." 

A Muzzled Press 

Torres and others began protesting 
conditions from the pulpit-an activity 
that immediately put them under a 
cloud of suspicion. Torres and a group 
of local leaders including members of 

Jeon Coldwell 

Ulises Torres 

Baptist and Pentecostal churches, in
dependents, socialists and commu
nists grew increasingly disturbed that 
only the government's official position 
appeared in the local papers. Since 
they had no hope of having criticism of 
the government or alternate sugges
tions published in the established 
press, they began distributing an un
derground weekly newsletter. 

Four issues had been printed when 
police arrested a 16-year-old youth 
with a copy. The lad was tortured until 
he revealed the names of some of those 
connected with the publication, in
cluding Torres. 

For three days and three nights while 
Torres was tortured, his wife and three 
children could not learn where he was 
being held . 

Then abruptly the beating stopped 
and he was thrown into a large cell 
crowded with 60 others. Prisoners had 
beds if their families brought them and 
food to supplement the daily diet of 
beans and potatoes only if it came from 
home. 

An International Effort 

Torres was able to see his wife and 
the minister assigned to replace him at 
his church . Between them they 
brought word of an international 
campaign which had begun to secure 
his freedom . The Council of Bishops 
of the United Methodist Church in the 
United States wrote "a very strong 
letter" to Chilean president Pinochet. 
Other American Methodists pleaded 
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for Torres' freedom. Amnesty lnterna
tonal took up the cudgels for him. 

After many months he was brought 
before a military court and charged 
with being the leader of a subversive 
group. It was, he says, the standard 
charge for anyone arrested for advo
cating human rights . 

He calls the trial "a mockery. They 
described that you are.guilty of this, 
this, this and that and these are the 
reasons." He was sentenced to 15 
years imprisonment. 

Freedom After 14 Months 

The outside pressure forced the 
government to grant him a retrial and 
this time after 14 months in prison he 
was freed but ordered to leave his 
native land. He came to the United 
States where he has been assigned to 
churches in Connecticut and Massa
chusetts . 

That was in 1975 but in November, 
1980, the dreadful days in Chile 
"came alive again" when Torres 
accompanied a fact-finding group 
sponsored by the American Friends 
Service Committee to Guatemala. 

The four days in Guatemala were 
part of a tour of several Caribbean 
nations but they were vivid days which 
smacked of a cloak and dagger expe
dition and they were days of fear. 
Torres recalls that orders from AFSC 
were very explicit. They were not to 
reveal where they went in Guatemala 
nor the names of the persons to whom 
they talked. If they passed anyone to 
whom they had been introduced on 
the street, they were not to smile, wave 
or give any sign of recognition . 

AFSC officials had good reason for 
the warnings. In April 1980 they had 
been forced to withdraw workers in a 
five-year-old development project 
after threats were made against their 
lives. In a country which holds no 
political prisoners but where 70,000 
men and women have been assassin
ated for political reasons in the last 20 
years, retreat seemed prudent. 

Pretending to be tourists, the group 
of nine was ushered into a small 
chapel by a priest who warned them'to 
speak in whispers lest passing army 
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A typical scene in 
a town in Guatemala 

personnel or national guard troops 
overhear them and begin asking ques
tions . 

The Bible as Subversive 

The pastor told them that any 
attempt to preach a social gospel was 
seen as subversive and somehow 
related either to communist or guerri I
la activities. He told them that he had 
a number of copies of the Good News 
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for Modern Man version of the Bible in 
Spanish but that he did not dare to 

· distribute them because the Bible, too, 
was regarded as subversive. 

For a time the priest had been 
training catechists to help in the 
spiritual work of the parish . Each 
person who had completed the course 
had been given a diploma which had 
been proudly hung on the wall at 
home. Then the army searched 
houses . Whenever a diploma was 
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Central America at a Glance 

GUATEMALA 
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EL SALVADOR 
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HONDURAS 
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winoow dressing US govemmen1 
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communism 

COSTA RICA 

NICARAGUA 
Broadty- SuPQOf'led Sanc1tn1s1a 
1evohJlo0n 1n 1979 removed long.US 
SuOPC>1ed Somoza d1ctat0tsh1p 
A main re.non 1or rie9t1tened u S 
col"ICe'n over region Govemment 
claims to wanl socialism w11n 001111u1 
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PACIFIC OCEAN T1ad1hona1ty slable oemocrahc Costa 
Rica tias no a1my and has been 

found , the catechist was dragged off 
and simply disappeared or was found 
dead . The catechists were seen as 
potential leaders who posed a threat to 
the government. 

Before the visit with the priest was 
over, there was " a very scary mo
ment" when the door opened sud
denly but it was only a visiting cleric 
who had been expected . 

Other people told Torres and his 
colleagues about the gruesome pic
tures of the bodies of political activists 
which were printed in local papers in 
an effort to frighten people out of 
political activity . 

They were told how students and 
teachers at San Carlos University had 
been assassinated because they tried 
to organize opposition to government 
policies . 

Again and again they heard stories 
of horror. It did not reassure them 
when they happened to be out in the 
evening and saw no one in the streets 
but heavily armed guards. 

A Presbyterian missionary told 
Torres that American tourists come to 
Guatemala and see only how colorful 
the Indians are and never glimpse the 
poverty of the people . 

An Agronomist's View 

One of the saddest stories they heard 
involved Kai Yutah Clouds, an agron
omist and American citizen of Indian 
background from New York state . His 
special interest was in helping farmers 
to grow good crops without chemi 
cals . Torres explains that thi s was 
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important in Guatemala where DDT is 
still used so freely that the breast milk 
of Guatemalan mothers has the highest 
concentration of pesticides in the 
western world . Guatemalan beef, 
Torres was told , is shipped back from 
the United States because the level of 
DDT is too high. The Guatemalan 
government then sells it to the local 
populace because it claims the coun
try cannot afford to lose the income. 

Clouds disappeared in September 
1980. When his body was found , his 
sku 11 had been complete! crushed 
with a metal device dubbed " crown of 
thorns ." 

At his funeral a shaken Peace Corps 
volunteer asked, " Who could have 
done this?" An aged Indian standing 
next to her w hi spered, " I think it was 
the chemica l companies." 

At a smal I party given for the group 
at the home of the U .S. Charge 
d'affaires, Torres met Clifford Steven, a 
U .S. businessman who managed the 
Goodyear Rubber Company. Steven 
confided that he lived in constant fear 
that his wife or chi ldren would be 
kidnapped . Torres does not mind 
using Steven 's name because a week 
after that conversation, Steven disap
peared and no one has heard from him 
since. 

Nowadays Torres lectures on his 
Caribbean trip . 

But if you ask him, he' ll tell you how 
he came to the ministry. He had been 
born into ·a very poor Span ish- Ind ian 
Catholic family in the south of Chile . 
His mother died when he was very 
young. 

At eight he was not in school 
because there was no school in town . 
Then Berta Vallette arrived . She was a 
Chilean of French descent who had 
been sent by the Methodist church of 
Chile to establish a school. 

Torres and other youngsters helped 
her clear bushes from a small plot of 
land and build a one room school 
house. She began with a first grade 
and added one grade each year until 
the room held five grades. 

Torres did well and the church 
obtained scholarship aid for him to 
continue his education . As he grew 
older, people within the church told 
him that he could help others by 
becoming a minister. He smi les. 
" There are not too many cases of 
hearing some mysterious voice ." 

Back home in Chile today are his 
two half brothers and two half sisters . 
They have not been able to escape the 
poverty Torres fought against. " They 
work whenever they can, " he says. 
" They are not fully employed. That is 
the situation for thousands in Chile 
today." 

Torres himself now lives in New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, with hi s wife, 
Maria, and their three teen-age chil 
dren . He is pastor of two United 
Methodist Churches there and contin
ues to lecture on his Caribbean trip. 

• 
Jean Caldwell is a correspondent for the 

Bos ton Globe and a free lance w riter w ho 
is also a member o f the Un ited Church of 
Christ. She lives in Springfie ld, Massachu
setts. 
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Phnon Penh, the capital city of Kampuchea, was forceably evacuated immediately after Pol 
Pot's take over and during his regime the city was practically devoid of life. Gradually services 
are being restored and people are returning to the city. In a fuel-starved country, bicycles and 
bicycle rickshaws are the most popular means of wheeled transportation. 

A few miles south of Phnom 
Penh, JUSt past an rrigat1on candl 
bridge, 1s a dirt road which heads 
to the east. A half mi le in 1s the 
place one has heard so much 
about but doesn ' t want to see. 
Death hangs in the air. Bones and 
skulls lie on the ground. It is one 
of the mass grave sites of the 
former Cambodian dictator Pol Pot. 

One leaves such a site with a 
profound sense of melancholy. 
But, then, less than 100 yards 
from the stench and the death are 
the living-children of one of the 
friendliest people on earth . They 
are smiling and pointing and 
laughing. Despite the recent past, 
the terror of war and the terror 
that must have been Pol Pot's 
regime, one is snapped out of 
melancholy by a child's laugh . 

TOWARD A RE:\11\IE:D l<AMPUCHE:A 
JOHN C. GOODWIN 

In Kompong Speu province, a cabbage patch appears to be doing well, thanks to a gasoline powered pump which helps irrigate the 
patch. Below, In the province of Meanchey a rice crop is harvested. 



Having survived political, psychological and 
military terrors there was danger that the 

Kampucheans, as they are now called, would 
not survive the famine that follows such 

disruptions. But they have survived, thanks 
largely to rich fisheries in the country and their 

own will to survive. And thanks also to massive 
aid from the United Nations and voluntary 

agencies, such as Church World Service, whose 
major contributor has been the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief. With some $5.6 
million, UMCOR has provided through CWS a 

wide range of materials, including ice 
machines, gasoline driven pumps, drafting 

equipment, surveying instruments, veterinary 
medicines, 4-wheel drive automobiles, metal 

strips for cattle cart wheels, and even large 
cooking pots. 

(Above) In a busy marketplace, a boy wears an ironic T shirt, reminder of the Vietnam War. (Below) Near Phnom Penh, Mrs. 
Atossa French (project co-director in Kampuchea for Church World Service), a Kampuchean driver, and David Villalonga (CWS 
veterinarian from Cuba) look over one of several mass grave sites dating from the Pol Pot era. New grave sites are continuously being 
discovered. (Opposite page) Two young children in orphanage in Phnom Penh. 





CWS has also sent technicians 
to help, four Christians from 

Communist countries . Two 
engineers and a veterinarian come 

from Cuba, an agronomist from 
Poland. They have won an easier 

acceptance in Marxist Kampuchea 
than if they had come from 

non-Communist lands. 
Today most of the people of 

Kampuchea have enough to eat. 
Soon the U.N. will remove 
Kampuchea from its list of 

critically food short nations. If the 
political climate can be stabilized, 
the country could in a year or so 

be exporting rice once again. 

Preparation to vaccinate cattle as part of a 
massive program to stem the country's cattle 
diseases. Healthy cattle are a necessity if crops 
are to be cultivated. (Below) David Villalonga, 
26-year-old CWS Cuban veterinarian working 
in Kampuchea, with cattle innoculation team. 
David is training Kampucheans to care for 
livestock. CWS has supplied refrigerators and 
ice making machines in order to maintain a 
"cold chain" so that vaccines do not spoil 
before being administered. The young men he 
trains are now doing much of the vaccination 
work. 



Two young Kampu
cheans learn surveying 
techniques from Cuban 
hydrologist Rudolfo 
Suarez (not shown). 
CWS is providing survey 
tools, drafting tools, land 
cruisers, tool kits, water 
pumps, large cooking 
pots, and more. 

Left to right, (stand
ing) CWS Cuban Hydrol
ogist Rudolfo Suarez, 
Doreen Tilghman of the 
UMCOR staff, and John 
Schauer of Church 
World Service watch as a 
young Kampuchean 
starts gasoline powered 
irrigation pump; one of 
300 supplied by Church 
World service in an ef
fort to increase food 
production through bet
ter irrigation. 



IT TAI<€~ 
A TOUGH 
WOMAN 

TO RAl~E: 
A TE:NDE:R 

CGRE:E:N) 
CHICl<E:N 

MAXINE: CLARK BE:ACH 

"What happened 
to me happens 
to others of us 
'do good sorts'. 
We can't resist 
being experts." 

The author's daughter, Sarah, poses with one of the more successful products of 
Beach chicken raising. 

When we first arrived in Ncuui, our 
home for nearl y two years in Kenya, 
we immediately started planning to 
raise chickens . We were living beyond 
the electricity lines and therefore had 
no refrigeration . Supermarkets were 
not in the neighborhood and so just the 
promise of fresh eggs and a good fresh 
source of chicken wou ld have been 
incentive enough to start a chicken 
farm . But I was excited because it was 
something I had always wanted to do 
and having lived all of my adult life in a 
United Methodist parsonage in New 
England , I had never had the option. 

When I was a child living back in the 
sand hills of Nebraska my mother 
raised chickens . I remember the ve ry 
wild day each spring when 200 day 
old chicks would arrive to be fattened 
up all summer for a fal l slaughter and a 
full locker at the local locker plant for 
w inter eating. That long ago memory 
did not make me an expert on raising 
chickens but it did put me ahead of 
everyone el se in the family . Actually 

my husband , David , had raised 
chickens for a scout badge but all he 
could remember was that he had 
gotten lice from his flock . Now he and 
two Kenyan pastors were caring for 
some 60 churches so chickens were 
not something he spent a lot of time 
thinking about. 

The chickens in our area were 
mainly allowed to run and pick up 
food where they could . They were 
poor layers and tough to eat and very 
vulnerable to the numerous wild 
animals around. I really wanted tender 
plump birds for eating and grade hens 
for laying. I could almost taste it while I 
planned. 

With no adult education course on 
chicken raising available, I did the 
next best American thing - I bought a 
book. With my copy of an East Africa 
chicken book I charged ahead . 

The first thing we had to do was to 
construct a chicken house and yard. I 
drew elaborate plans and made a list of 
all the supplies we would need to buy 
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on our next twice monthly trip to Meru 
town . 

Finall y, we had all of the supp lies 
and were ready to bui ld . Our saw 
turned out to be ve ry dull and I had 
purchased the wrong nai Is and what 
we knew about carpentry would not 
fi 11 a very big book. Dave took pity on 
the kids and me and helped out with 
the construction job. 

A Great Curiosity 

We were a great curiosi ty in our 
vi 1 lage. No non-Africans had ever 
lived right in that area before and so we 
were the onl y non-Africans that many 
of our neighbors had seen up close. 
We lived in the manse for the mini ster 
that served that area of churches and 
since that had always been a Kenyan 
we were the first foreigners to live in 
that house. We were al I ve ry interested 
in each other. People came to see us 
often and since we were near the 
market we were very visible . Consid
ering all of that it did not take long for 
the entire population to find out that 
the Americans were building some
thing in the back ya rd . We quickly 
became one of the best shows in town . 
" Why are you doing that?" became a 
common question. I would quote the 
book. 

Finally the joy of success was ours as 
my " dream coop" became rea lity. 
After it made it through the first night 
without falling down we felt confident 
to order the chicks . 

Having a little bit of information 
does crazy things to us westerners w ho 
rely on experts for all our needs. And 
when you become the expert with 
such a little bit of knowledge it can go 
to your head . I rather enjoyed being 
the new woman in the village with the 
book and enjoyed many fantasies of 
teaching chicken farming to all my 
neighbors, helping them to get grade 
chickens from Nairobi , securing the 
future for the entire area; all thought 
out before I had brought home our first 
chicks . 

The chicks came home from our 
next safa ri to Nai robi . They were 
placed in our make-do brooder house 
which was reall y a cardboard box with 
a kerosene lamp that we put in our 
bathroom away from the dog and the 
cat. It worked beautifully and the 
temperature was easy to keep at the 
proper degree by adjusting the flame . 
All the neighbors came to see how I 
would raise the little chicks wi thout 

the mother and I made many pots of 
tea as I dispensed my information . 

Then it happened . Chris my son 
awakened me on the fifth night. " The 
chicks are chirpi ng very loud , I think 
they are freezing ." 

As I crawled out of bed looking for 
the ever present flashlight I could smel I 
the soot in the air and as I turned on the 
flashlight I could see gray smoke 
hangi ng in the air throughout the 
house. Not really havi ng had that 
much experience with kerosene lamps 
at that early stage of our life without 
electricity, I had turned the wick up 
just a bittoo high. The smoke had bu i It 
up gradually until it had coated the 
inside of the chimney, the box, the 
wa lls, the curtains, all our linens and 
of course the chicks. They were nearly 
smoked to death and were al I a putrid 
green co lor from the gray soot landing 
on that beautiful soft ye llow. 

We transferred the chicks to a clean 
box, cleaned the lamp and hoped for 
the best. We all went back to bed. As I 
tried to get to sleep I felt sick and as I 
thought of my little green chicks I got 
sicker. By morning my head ached and 
there was no ego strength left any
where in my psyche. 

I was a very short crabby teacher 
that morning as we had our usual 
home school . I reread the entire East 
Africa Chicken book and worried 
myself into a terrifi c migraine head
ache as I anticipated the first time I 
attempted to explain my green chick
ens to those who would surely come to 
ca ll. 

When I sat down to think about why 
I felt so rotten and try to ca lm down I 
would fidget around and jump up and 
look at the chicks and check the lamp 
wick and try to think of something else 
that I cou Id do to make it al I right. 
Actual~y they seemed quite fine-all 
except for that terrible green color . The 
memories of the day before when they 
we re such a lovely ye llow and then the 
awful mistake swarmed through my 
head. " What made me think that I 
could raise chickens?" Now I had 
made a fool of myself in front of my 
family and the entire vi llage. 

That awful green had become a very 
visible · sign of my fallibility . My 
expertise had been revealed for what it 
really was-:-a little bit of knowledge, 
and the color that had stopped bother
ing the chicks was bothering me 
because it said as if on a large neon 
sign YOU GOOFED! 

We Can't Resist Being Experts 

What happened to me happens to 
others of us " do good sorts". We go to 
a group of people and cannot resist 
being the expert. We have a bit of 
knowledge to pass on, a bit of wisdom 
from our trusted books and classes and 
our worth somehow gets tied up in that 
expertise being accepted and used . If 
we fai I or if we are not seen as the 
expert we are not sure of our role and 
have trouble handling the situation . 
We desperately try to hide our failures . 
But you cannot hide a batch of green 
chickens that have become famous! I 
had to admit to myself and everyone 
around me that I lacked the simple 
knowledge involved in running a 
kerosene lamp, a knowledge that 
everyone in the village knew very 
well . Humiliating? Yes, but also one of 
the most positive th ings that happened 
to me in the village. 

As we laughed at my green chickens 
barriers came down and my humanity 
showed a bit more. My fear of failing 
became a little less and my grandiose 
ideas took on a new note of reality. As 
the chickens grew and lost their 
greenness I grew into an awareness 
that what I was called to do was to 
share life with my neighbors, not as an 
expert but as a fellow Christian who 
had as much to learn as to share. 

We raised many more batches of 
chickens in our make-do brooder. 
Actually, there always seemed to be a 
box of chicks in the bathroom from 
that first time on . The first ones were 
the only green ones and were certa inly 
the chickens that I will never forget. 

When we left Ncuui we left a nice 
bunch of good layers in the village 
around us . I passed on the East Africa 
chicken book and I assume the Kenyan 
famil y living in the manse we lived in 
are making good use of my " dream 
coop." 

We are back in a society where 
chicks brooding in the bathroom and 
fresh eggs in the back yard seem 
worlds away. Our New England par
sonage is very residential and zoned to 
prevent such things . But that doesn't 
stop me from remembering my green 
chickens and a fine group of people 
who accepted me in spite of, or was it 
because of, my failures . • 

Maxine Clarke Beach is the wife of a 
United Methodist pastor in Gardner, Mas
sachusetts . She and her husband were in 
Kenya as m iss ionaries of the Genera/ Board 
of Global Ministries . 
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A street scene in Constantine, Algeria 

Uprooted Americans Come Home 

R. ffiorston Speight 

Two uprooted Americans have fi
nally returned home to their native 
soil. When we were first married, my 
wife and I left our place of stability and 
continuity in the U .S.A., and went out 
to the lands of Islam to live there as 
foreigners for Christ's sake. We went 
to offer ourselves to be the friends of 
the Muslims we met. To some degree 
they accepted our offer, and through 
the twenty-eight years of our life 
together with them we became at
tached to their way of life and to their 
beautiful homeland . But their home
land never became our homeland. At 
first, when we were superficially 
charmed by the pleasant life overseas, 
we used to say, "Oh, we feel quite at 
home here, just as much at home as we 
did in the United States." Then, as our 
knowledge and appreciation of the 
people grew, as we experienced more 
of the strength of their society, their 
age-old ties of solidarity and stability, 
the integrity of their communal life, we 
sensed how very much outside of it all 
we were . We went there as foreigners 
and, twenty-eight years later, we left 
there as foreigners. 

There was a small group of Chris
tians with which we identified , but all 
of them were foreigners , uprooted like 
ourselves. So, we were a community 
of " displaced" people . Those who 

move around in the world and never 
settle down may be considered as 
more privileged than others . They 
should have broader, more compre
hensive views than their more settled 
compatriots . They should be able to 
help their fellows to live harmoniously 
in the family of nations. But, on the 
other hand, these uprooted ones are 
deprived of the stability of a life lived 
among their own people . Their 
relationships with others are often 
ephemeral. It seemed to us that from 
our little circle of Christians in a 
foreign land we were constantly saying 
good-bye to friends just as we were 
getting to know them. Over a period of 
three or four years, the membership of 
our church would almost completely 
change. 

Like many other travelers and vol
untary exiles before us, we learned the 
enormous compensation of such a life, 
that which surpasses by far the fascina
tion of new and strange experiences or 
the sophistication of cultural aware
ness. We lost our roots to become 
voluntary expatriates, only to find 
them again in the love of God . We 
have been and are always " at home" 
in the heart of our infinitely hospitable 
God . 

Now, since 1979, we have been 
savoring the pleasures of our native 
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land . Our root are h r , and et the 
ar not her . tay d awa too long 
to b able impl to take up where we 
I ft off. For one thing, w see the 

and the ad antag of our 
countr with n w light. The natura l 
pl ndor of our mountain , lake and 

plain i o gr at that we wonder why 
an one would want to travel abroad 

hen there i more than enough to 
di co er and to enjo right here. 
Ha ing lived for long in de ert lands, 
the exub ranee of growth and the 
smell of pring a toni h u . 

Then there are the ho pital , the 
do tor , the remarkable facilities for 
taking care of the ph sical and mental 
ill of our people . The e are extraordi 
nary in our eye . 

hen we think of people, the 
que tion of language i crucial in our 
life experience. Lest ome readers 
think that the rea on we did not feel at 
home among the Muslims was be
cau ewe did not learn their language, 
let me point out that we learned it. In 
fact , it i , in part, becau e of our grasp 
of their language that we came to 
di cover how much out id their life 
we reall were . Language i a key to 
the oul. Here in our countr we have 
re urned the u e of our native vernacu
lar. It is with deep ati faction that we 
wie ld the in trument of speech, taking 
up the fie ible American tongue and 
making it er e our every need . We no 
more have to tumble with the foreign
ne (to u ) of other languages . 

Need for More Talk 

But people do not talk together 
enough here. In tead they let them
el e be talked to b the impersonal 
oices of the mass media . We get 

nostalgic ometime for the quiet 
hour of con ersation around the 
coffee pot that often lighted up our 
da in a far off land . There we were 
alwa erved food when we visited 
omeone. Eating together wa a basic 

part of ho pitalit . Are people less 
ho pitable in the U .S.A.? Or are they 
ju t too preoccupied? Perhap we are 
till feeling our trangene s after such a 

long ab ence, but we wonder if people 
are enjo ing one another in America 
a much as the hould . 

The little incon enience and an
no ances of Ii ing together in societ 
are the ame, whether here in the 
U.S .. or in the farawa lands of 
Islam. o countr has a monopol on 
uch human eaknesses as bureau-

cratic inefficienc , unwillingness to 
as ume responsibility and professional 

incompetence. 
Our coun try i not better than the 

on s where w used to Ii e, nor are 
the betterthanours. Wearedifferent, 
that is all. We are at differing stages of 
our development. On the one hand, in 
the lands of our overseas residence 
questions of economic and social 
development were paramount. For 
arious hi tor ical reasons their popu

lations are not enjoying sufficiently the 
fruits of universal technologi ca l civili
zat ion. Their quest for a better 
material life and for a more equitable 

Marston and Elizabeth Speight 

place in the world marks much of what 
they do these days and the way they 
think. 

A Technological Civilizat ion 

On the other hand, we in the U .S.A. 
enjoy a superabundance of the fruits of 
universal technological civilization. 
We are troubled in conscience to think 
that we have so much, amd that others 
have so little. It is right that we should 
be troubled , and may our conscience 
never be at rest. But another approach 
to the question of what separates us 
from other countries of the world is to 
consider a different kind of underde
velopment, that of the spirit of hu
manity . Both our people and those of 
Islam are in the same predicament of 
being cut off from each other by 
centuries of living in isolation and of 
building up barriers of misunder-
tanding to perpetuate our separation. 

Recently the crisis in American rela
tions with Iran has highlighted how 
backward our peoples are in mutual 
understanding and respect. On both 
sides propaganda mongers and irre
sponsible or ignorant journalists incit
ed their respective constituencies to 
irrational frenzy, as they spread the 
most fantastic untruths and exaggera
tions about the so-called adversaries, 
especial I about their religious beliefs 
and practices . Whate er justification 
there was for Iran 's case against the 
United States and for the American 

case against Iran, and there is no 
denying thi s justification, the contro
versy was so distorted in the outbursts 
of fury on both si des as to project an 
image of ludicrous and impotent rage . 

All of th is was made possi ble by the 
fact that in other times Americans and 
Muslims did not learn to know each 
other and to live together in mutual 
respect . M y wife and I had the 
opportunity of cultivating a life of 
understanding and of friendship 
among the people of Islam . And this 
enterprise has not stopped with our 
return to the U.S.A. We are now trying 
to build bridges of good will between 
Christians and Muslims in our country. 

In spite of the somber picture of 
underdevelopment in interreligious 
understanding that our nation presents 
to the world , we sense here and there 
across the country among some Chris
tians a sincere desire to go deeper in 
their approach to believers of other 
rel igions. Si nee, of those religions, we 
know Islam best, we are eager to share 
with others how our faith in Christ the 
Redeemer can inspire us to draw 
closer to our Muslim friends . 

We are not dreaming of a union of 
our two religions. We know both of 
them too wel I to entertain such a 
thought. But we are hoping for the day 
when religion will not be the cause of 
animosity between our peoples. If we 
learn to take the Muslims just as 
seriously as we take ourselves as 
Christians, then we shall have taken a 
great step toward a new era of 
i nterrel igious relationships . 

Now it will be better understood 
why I wrote earlier that although our 
roots are here, yet in another sense 
they are not here . We are living 
physically in our homeland, but spi ri
tually we are operating on the frontier 
where Muslims and Christians meet. 
In so doing we cannot settle down into 
any pattern of thought or behavior that 
would limit the freedom into w hich 
God has released us, the freedom to 
draw nearer and nearer to those w ho 
are different religiously from our
selves. In a word, the life of God's 
grace leads us to cooperate with the 
divine initiative of the one who 
revealed himself as Emmanuel, 
" which means, 'God with us' /1 (Mat
thew 1 :23 ). • 

Dr. Speight, who served as a United 
Methodist missionary in North Africa, is 
now a missionary of the World Division on 
loan to the Task Force on Christian-Muslim 
Relations of the ational Council of 
Churches . 
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Peggy L. Shriver 

Much has been written 
about the political impact of 
the religious right and its 
connections with the politi
cal New Right . What are 
these connections and how 
should they be regarded? 

As long ago as 1976 New 
Right strategist Richard Vi
guerie told a Sojourners re

porter that he hoped to put his direct 
mail empire in touch with evangelicals 
who support conservative political 
candidates, and to assist in bringing 
Christian politicians into office 
through his fund-raising capacity. 
Four years later he described the 
strategy of enlisting evangelicals in 
politics through the recruitment of 
electronic evangelists like Falwell and 
James Robison, with the able collabo
ration of Ed McAteer, founder of 
Religious Roundtable and former field 
director for Conservative Caucus. He 
credits McAteer with recruiting James 
Robison . Also involved was Howard 
Phillips, a former Nixon aide and now 
ex-director of Conservative Caucus . 
RobertJ . Billings, w ho had headed the 
National Christian Action Coalition 
and later became religion adviser for 
the Reagan for President campaign, is 
credited with recruiting Jerry Falwell of 
Moral Majority. Billings is also on the 
policy committee of Christian Voice . 
Paul Weyrich of the Committee for the 
Survival of a Free Congress and 
founder of the think-tank Heritage 
Foundation with Coors brewery 
money, helped set up Library Court, a 
"pro-family" movement coalition 
which includes Falwell and Christian 
Voice. 

I stress these connections of the 
religious right with the New Right, 
because this is what causes other 
Christian groups to have the most 
concern . Most other Christian groups 

agree that religious con servatives have 
just as much right to be politically 
active as religious liberals, and that 
bringing one's deep convictions about 
values, meaning, morality, and the 
transcendence of God to bear on 
political life is appropriate . There is 
much anxiety, however, about the 
sophisticated encouragement by polit
ical leaders for the religiously com
mitted political neophyte . Can a 
newly-involved Christian be expected 
to know when manipulation is taking 
place? When Terry Dolan's National 
Conservative Political Action Com
mittee targets a list of senators and 
representatives for defeat, wi 11 a fledg-
1 i ng political activist understand al I the 
reasons for supporting one candidate 
rather than another? Who decides the 
" moral position" of complex issues 
involving the economy, or Salt II, or 
the MX missile, or the advisabi I ity of a 
constitutional amendment as the best 
strategy on the abortion issue? Groups 
like the National Council of Churches 
take several years to come to a policy 
position on a complex issue-some
times even a not-so-complex one. 

What is the influence of the religious 
right? In some respects this is the most 
difficult question to answer, partly 
because by underrating them we 
expand their unchecked and unmoni
tored activity while over-rating them 
makes us paranoid and indeed ex
pands their influence by our own 
magnification of it. Let's try a few 
perspectives: 

Despite a media blitz, when the 
Gallup Poll asked before the election 
what the public knew about Moral 
Majority, 60% didn't know of it, 26 % 
knew what it was in fact, and of these 
only 8% approved of it and 13% 
disapproved, while the rest didn't 
know. The media people have found 
the religious right an intriguing and 
frightening news item, giving it more 
publicity than it numerically deserves. 
When a reporter found out that the 
NCCC is a coalition of over 40 million 
Christians in 32 denominations, she 
was astounded . " But MM is probably 
less than half a million-that's pea
nuts," she said . 

Evangelicals number at least 30 
million, according to Gallup's restric
tive definition, and some go as high as 
85 million. But these are not to be 
equated with the religious right, whose 
fundamentalism , political conserva
tism, political activism are not shared 
by huge numbers of evangelicals. This 
has been a media mistake. Simply 
having religious right groups claim 
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they are reaching huge numbers of 
people does not necessarily translate 
into fact. When James Robison sent 
out a fund ra ising letter saying that 
" over 10 million" homes are reached 
by his televis ion show, it must be 
compared with the major rating ser
vice 's contention that his average 
weekly audience is half a million . The 
same goes for Pat Robertson (705 ,000) 
and Jerry Falwell (1 ,440,000). Wil
liam Martin's research suggests an 
average weekly audience of 5 to 7.5 
million or 10 million maximum. 

Another conservative put-down of 
the religious right came from S. M . 
Lipset in Commentary, who cites 
several senators who won or lost as 
having found support from these 
groups a very mixed blessing, and 
some thought it had nothing to do with 
their success or failure . Louis Harris's 
studies conclude that the support of 
right-wing moralists actually hurt Re
publican causes, and Survey Research 
Center in Michigan finds the impact of 
fundamentalists to have been much 
exaggerated. Lipset also marshals to 
his view a Los Angeles Times survey 
that evangelicals are much split on the 
issues. He also cites an NBC News and 
AP survey which found only 3% of 
voters would take an election recom
mendation from their clergy as a 
positive influence, while 8% would be 
less likely to vote for a clergy recom
mendation, and 88% would have it 
make no difference. Lipset also men
tions the New York Times /CBS elec
tion day poll , which found that a 
smaller percentage of born-again 
white Protestants voted for Reagan 
than other white Protestants did . The 
dop-off of support for Carter among 
Catholics and Jews was greater than 
among born-again evangelicals . 

This all suggests that we not be 
stampeded into thinking of them 
" more highly than we ought to think." 
At the same time, we know that the 
margin of difference in elections in this 
country is often very small , so each 
new group of votes has significance. 
Also, the ability to siphon energy, 
disrupt the political process, and 
discourage sane and courageous polit
ical participation is not simpl y a matter 
of numbers. Perhaps the best that can 
be said is that they jar us from 
complacency, force us to take another 
look at ourselves, our own self-righ
teousness, and to reaffirm our own 
political involvement. 

Let me summarize my own shaping 
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THE HARO AWAKENING, by H. B. 
Dehqani-Tafti. New York, 1981: Seabury 
Press, 114 pages, $10.95 . 

In the last two yea rs the tiny Anglican 
Church of Iran has undergone a persecu
tion of extraordinary proportions . An 
Iranian pastor was brutall y murdered in his 
study, the church's hospitals and institu
tions for the blind were confiscated , 
miss ionaries were either expelled or im
prisoned , two Iranian pastors and the 
diocesan administrator were imprisoned , 
the bishop has been attacked in his own 
home, his wife was wounded by intruders 
in their bedroom, his secretary was shot in 
her Tehran apartment and later detained , 
and his onl y son was murdered on the 
streets of Tehran . 

All of this and more that has tragically 
befallen a church which has faithfully 
ministered to the poor of Iran fo r over a 
century is told in th is "cry of the heart" by 
the now-exi led bishop of the church, 
Hassan Dehqan i-Tafti . 

With mi ll ions of his fe llow Iranians 
Bishop Dehqan i-Taft i welcomed the Islam
ic revolution with its prom ise of reli ef from 
life under the Shah . But soon a new form of 
oppression by fanatics and lawless groups 
made itself felt. Had the church known in 
advance al I that was about to happen they 
would not have been able to bear it , he 
writes. As it was, they were strengthened 
by the support of Christ. " Christ is walki ng 
on the waters of thi s world . .. . We are 
walking next to him, albeit shaki ngl y, 
without any su pport except himself." 

The cruelest personal blow was the 
murder of his 24-year-old son , Bah ram, an 
Oxford graduate who was teaching at 
Damavand College, a sometime Presbyte
rian-related institution, and also serving as 
an interpreter for American TV newsmen 
during the hostage crisis . Interesti ngly, 
among the letters of sympathy for the 
Dehqani-Tafti family was one from Bruce 
La ingen, the U.S. charge d'affai rs, who 
was then an American hostage. The letter 
was del ivered to the family in England in an 
unstamped envelope bearing the insignia 
of the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs . 

It has never been c lear exactly why the 
Episcopal Church appears to have been 
singled out forthe awfu I atrocities . Charges 
that the chu rch was " an agent of imperial
ism" are patently lud ic rous and letters to 
support these charges were clearly forged. 
Although British in origin , the Anglican 

Church of Iran actually included a cross 
section of many national ities among its 
expatriate personnel , in add ition to its 
Iranian leadership. 

For various historical reasons the Church 
did have a large number of social service 
institut ions which gave it a vi sibility in the 
community . These projects and institu
tions were sometimes pioneer social pro
grams in Iran and were a contact with 
ordinary people as well as " an expression 
of Christ amid Islam." However, the 
visibility of these institutions became a 
liability and , in hindsight, the bishop 
be! ieves it wou Id have been better fo r the 
church to have divested itself of responsi
bility for running them . He notes that the 
American Presbyterians, " who perhaps 
saw better the signs of the times," closed or 
handed over all seven of their hospitals 
long before the revolution. 

(This reviewer remembers discussing the 
diffe rent approaches to the institutions on a 
brief visit with the bishop in 1976. At that 
time, however, it seemed as if the Angl i
cans had chosen the wiser path because 
thei r insti tut ions enabled them to support 

four or five pastors while the Presbyterians 
had no fully supported Iranian pastors.) 

Since thi s book's publication there has 
been some positive news for the Anglican 
Church . The three British missionaries 
were released after 200 days of detention 
and flown to England where they were 
joyfu I ly greeted by the Archbi shop of 
Canterbury, as well as by Bishop Deh
qani-Tafti and a horde of newsmen. The 
two Iranian clergy, the diocesan adminis
trator and another layman were also 
released and are now back at the ir posts, 
leaving no members of the church unac
coun ted fo r. 

This news is perhaps a vindication of the 
bishop's own hope expressed in this book 
that despite al I that has happened the more 
than 100 years of dedicated service in Iran 
by Anglican Ch ristians will not have been 
in vain . " If God istheGodoflove, life, and 
order, as I believe he is, something of what 
they tr ied to bu i ld will remain ." 

The title of the book is a line from the 
Persian poet Hafiz : " Love seemed at first 
an easy th ing-But ah! the hard awaken
ing." (C.E.B.) 
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HOMOSEXUALITY AND AMERICAN 
PSYCHIATRY, The Politics of Diagnosis, 
by Ronald Bayer. New York, 1981: Basic 
Books, 216 pages, $12.95. 

In all the debates on homosexual ity 
today, one subject which always arises is 
the decision of the American Psychiatric 
Association to drop homosexuality from i'ts 
list of mental i llnesses . Proponents of gay 
rights tend to cite this as a sign of 
enlightenment; opponents as a lowering of 
standards in the face of political pressure . 
In this short and incisive book, Ronald 
Bayer of The Hastings Center has managed 
to tell one story of how this cha nge came 
about in a way that illuminates more than 
the immediate issue. In less than 200 
pages, he manages to sketch the psychiat
ric background by which homosexuality 
was changed " from abomination to dis
ease" and the researchers who challenged 
the disease concept. The core of the book 
is the struggle by gay activists to remove 
homosexuality from the APA's Diagnostic 
Manual, its official list of mental diseases. 
Most of the major participants on all sides 
have been willing to talk freely to Bayer, 
who writes with admirable objectivi ty . 

More importantly, the author touches on 
the whole question of how society defines 
ill ness . This has been a preoccupation of 
such contemporaries as Ivan Illich in the 
U .S. and Michel Foucault in France. 
Bayer's conclusion, given in an afterword , 
is that such definitions are political. 

One need not agree with Bayer's con
clusion to find this a stimulating and 
informative book. 

(A.J.M. ) 

CORRECTION In the book review of 
CRY OF THE PEOPLE (May, page 40) the 
figure of two million killed should have 
read 30,000 killed and two mill ion exiled . 
We regret the error. 

) 

The September issue will have 
an article on the religious situa
tion in Vietnam by Charley Lerri
go, who recently visited there; an 
article on ministry with divorced 
persons; several articles on or by 
persons with hand icaps, a View
point column by Creighton Lacy 
on Bolivia, and more, much 
more. 

LETTERS 
Not Fiction 

After reading the National Council of 
Churches ' Lectionary, " Biggest Scare 
Since 'War of the Worlds'?" (May issue) I 
realized that the " War of the Worlds" was 
fiction but the N .C.C. Lectionary is not. 

Richard M . Locke 
Evanston, Illinois 

Never on Sunday 

Ouch! No doubt your mailbag will be 
brimming over with reactions to your 
statement (May, 1981 ), " Once again 
Ascension day falls on a week day 
(Thursday, May 28), but even when it falls 
on a Sunday it rarely gets much atten
tion . .. " 

But just in case your readers merely 
winced and continued reading your fine 
message about the Ascension, I wou Id 
refer you to this quotation from Cross' s 
Dictionary of the Christian Church : 
" Ascension Day is one of the chieffeasts of 
the Christian Year . It is kept on the fifth 
Thursday, i.e ., the 40th Day after Easter." 

And almost any dictionary will tell you it 
is· " never on Sunday" but always on 
Thursday. And of course Acts 1 tells you 
why. 

I suppose I " ouched" more than most 
because of my upbringing in England. Any 
child who was being educated in a Church 
of England-related school , and that was 
very many, looked forward to Ascension 
Day with a special kind of excitement. On 
that day, the local clergyman would arrive 
to quiz the children on the Bible. Should he 
be satisfied that they had learned their 
lessons, he would ask the head teacher to 
declare the rest of the day a glorious 
holiday . It was a kind of a ritual-never 
once did the classes fail-but they might 
have done. So we dashed out into a 
late-Spring day, and Ascension Day has 
retained (for me at least) a sense of 
anticipation , excitement , fu lfi I lment. 
Maybe that was the intention . 

I enjoy the sense of the Ascended Lord 
which the New World Outlook regularl y 
conveys throughout its pages . You do a 
great job! 

Rae E. Whitney 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 

A Little Out of Order 

A note on your May editorial concern ing 
Ascension. I, too, appreciate the impor
tance of Ascension Day, and what it 

r330l ew World Outlook• July-August 1981 

celebrates. Please check your calendar, 
however. You will find that Ascension Day 
always falls on the Thursday following the 
Si xth Sunday of Easter. The Ascens ion is 
celebrated on the fortieth day of Easter-al
ways that Thursday . Thus your statement, 
" but even when it falls on a Sunday" is a 
little out of order. It is a suggestion in the 
Ecumenical Lectionary, advocated by the 
section on Worship of the Board of 
Di sc ipleship, that The Ascension be cele
brated on the Seventh Sunday of Easter, 
which we do and find it very mean ingful to 
the Easter/Pentecost movement. 

Not reall y a criticism , for I truly enjoy 
New World Outlook; just take another 
look at your calendar. 

(Rev .) John Edward Nue~sle 
Moira, New York 

Much to Learn 

Ascension Day, a topic you discussed in 
the editorials in the May, 1981 issue, 
stimulates a memory of one of my own 
embarrassments . Sharing the story with 
you will help me say what I need to say. 

One year ago my wife , who is a 
Methodist minister, and I were attending a 
Methodist meeting near the Amish country 
of East Central Ohio. We were looking 
forward to a meal at a favorite Amish 
restaurant in the village of Charm, in the 
center of Holmes County. As we drove 
through the beautiful Amish farm country, 
we noticed the people were dressed in 
their Sunday clothes and were not work
ing. We could not understand this behav
ior on a weekday, Thursday to be precise. 
When we got to our favorite eating place, 
the mystery was solved . The restaurant was 
closed for the ce lebration of, you guessed 
it, Ascension Day . 

I learned that Ascension Day is the 
fortieth day after Easter, in accordance 
with the story told in the first chapter of 
Acts . Hence it always falls on Thursday. 

We Protestants have much to learn 
about the traditions of our own church . 

Bill Bednar 
Salineville, Ohio 

More on Helen Wilk 

When I opened the May copy of New 
World Outlook, I was surprised to see the 
article about Helen Wilk. I thought you 
might like to have some more details about 
this long-time friend of ours. 

Esther and I were friends of Helen Wilk 
back in the Ohio Wesleyan days. She was a 
member of the Student Volunteer Band 
there, graduated in 1923, and went to the 
Philippines for Christian Educational work. 

In 1929, when we arrived in Foochow 
for our first yea r of language study, Mrs. 
Peale (mother of Norman Vincent) stopped 
off in Foochow for a few days on her return 
from the Ph ilippines. As I remember it she 
had gone out to Manila with Bishop 
(Herbert) Welch to try to straighten out a 
church problem there . She reported that 

(Continued on p. 46) 
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THE llOYIMG 
FINGER WRITES_.-~~ 

UNITED PRESBYTERIANS QUELL 
TALK OF SCHISM IN 

CONFESSIONAL STAND 

In an effort to end a troubling 
controversy , United Presbyterians 
took a stand affirming the traditional 
doctrine of the full deity and full 
humanity of Jesus Christ. 

The statement, approved by all but 
two delegates to the annual General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. , was also af
firmed by the man whose answers to 
ministerial examination questions led 
a conservative evangelical faction to 
charge that the church had abandoned 
orthodox belief in Christ . 

" It sounds good to me," said the 
Rev . Mansfield Kaseman from his 
home in Rockville, Md. 

Although this matter was not an 
issue in the southern-based Presbyteri
an Church in the U.S., that chu rch 
passed a simila r resolution during its 
general assembly which was held 
concurrently here with that of the 
UPCUSA. 

When asked two years ago at hi s 
i nstal lation-ordi nation examination 
whether Jesus was God, Mr. Kaseman 
replied : " No, God is God ." 

Conservative evangelical factions in 
the church promptly branded Mr. 
Kaseman a heretic and cha I lenged the 
National Capital Union Presbytery's 
decision to accept him as a minister 
into that regional church juri sdiction. 
Other conservatives led whole con
gregations to secede from the denomi
nation, citing the Kaseman issue and 
other controversial general assembly 
legislation as their reasons . 

But the Permanent Judicial Com
mission, the church's highest court, 
upheld the presbytery's decision on 
Mr. Kaseman after his case had been 
submitted before five previous trials . 

With the hope of putting this issue to 
rest, church delegates, called commis
sioners, adopted the fo l lowing state
ment on the deity of Jesus Christ: 

" We believe that God came to 
redeem this world of lost children , and 
to open the way to eternal li fe, through 

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, who was married in Wesley's Chapel and 
whose children were baptized there, attended the re-opening of John Wesley's house. 
Earlier, 152 Methodists signed an advertisement in the Methodist Recorder saying they 
were "saddened" by the invitation to invite her because, they said, her government "has 
only bad news for the poor." Dr. Ronald Gibbins, minister of the chapel, said the protest 
was "a lot of hot air.'' 

the birth , life, death and resurrection clined to comment about three other 
of Jesus of Nazareth. This Jesus, w ho is doctrinal issues raised in the Kaseman 
one w ith us in our common humanity, controversy : whether Jesus's life was 
is one with God as the incarnation of sinless, whether his death was for 
the second person of the Trinity . atonement of sin and w hether his 
Therefore we confess that Jesus is one resurrection was physical or spiritual . 
person , trul y God and trul y human . After nearly 45 minutes of debate, 
This mystery of God 's grace in Jesus the delegates voted two-to-one against 
Christ, which can be experienced and a proposed amendment w hich would 
proclaimed, but neverfully explained, have strengthened the statement say-
is what ties Christians together in a ing that " God came to redeem this 
common fa ith and life across the wor ld of lost children, and to open the 
centuries." way to eternal life, through the birth , 

In his reaction , Mr. Kaseman ex- sinless life, atoning death and bodily 
plained that " what was confus ing and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth ." 
seemed to be inconsistent to me was Opponentsoftheamendmenturged 
the notion of Jesus being God. I've said the delegates to take a strong stand on 
before, that I, too, can talk of Jesus the humanity and divinity of Christ 
being one with God, of God being in without diverting attention to these 
Christ reconciling the wor ld to him- other issues . 
se lf." Some said that Presbyterians should 

Mr. Kaseman said he could affirm have the freedom to accept or reject 
the statem.ent without reservation as a the theological positions on Christ's 
contemporary ve rsion of the " thrust of sinless life, atoning death, and bod ily 
the creeds and the tradition of the resurrection . 
church throughout history ." However, the United Presbyteri an 

Howeve r, the Presbyterians de- moderator cautioned against miscon-
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stru ing the negative vote as a sign th at 
the church rejected these orthodox 
doctrines of fa ith . 

LIVING BIBLE BURNED 
WITH ROCK MUSIC 

BY BAPTIST STUDENTS 

The Li vi ng Bible alo ng with a pile of 
rock ' n' ro ll record ings all went up in a 
puff o f smoke in Gastonia , N .C. 

YOU 
WILL 
WANT 
TO SEE 

About 1 50 stud e nts of Tem p le 
Chri st ian Schoo l participated in the 
bu rn ings, w hich w as presided over by 
the Rev. Don Sesso ns, pasto r o f 
Parkdale Baptist Chu rc h of Gastonia . 

" Rock ' n' roll sta rs stand fo r w hat' s 
un god ly," M r . Sess io ns dec lared . 
" The men are wrong, the method s are 
w ro ng, and the m usic is wrong." 

The burn ing grew out of a stud y of 

''BORN10 

44 

.GIVE'' 
"BORN TO GIVE" is the 

title of one of the most 

exciting films the United 

Methodist Church has 

made in a long time. The 

new color, motion picture pre

sents the Advance, United Me· 

thodism's outreach through se

cond mile giving to mission and 

relief rehabili tation. "BORN TO 

GIVE'' weaves a story around a 

Available after August 1 
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or for $15 rental from: 

' 

child and her grandfather, 

their church and its mission 

fair, and Advance projects-

especially a church-related 

community center that 

helps people in many dramatic 

(and not-so-dramatic) ways. Your 

life will be enriched by the real 

people you will meet. You and 

your church won't want to miss 

"BORN TO GIVE." 

United Methodist 

Fiim Service 

81012th Ave .• So. 
Nashville, TN 37203 
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rock and roll musi c at the school , 
w hich is housed in the Parkdale Bapti st 
Church . 

The princi pal of the school , Ed 
Deneve, said the music " causes alco
hol and drug problems." 

He al so attacked the Liv ing Bible, 
w ritten in modern day vernacular, as a 
" perverted commentary of the Kings 
James version ." 

" It kind of makes you feel good ," 
said Li sa Revel s, a n inth grader at the 
school as she burned records. " I've 
had these records for a long time, but I 
haven ' t li stened to them since I got 
saved ." 

Evangeli st Jeff Holloway I it a bonfire 
at the school and took the music and 
the Living Bibles from the students. 

The students shouted 11 Amen" and 
joined in the burnings . T-shirts with 
rock music messages on them and 
posters were also burned. 

(RNS) 

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA 
CONCERNED ABOUT CUTS IN 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

The Volunteers of America , a Chris
tian human service agency that has 
been serv ing the poor and disadvan
taged for 85 years, is " gravel y con
cerned " about how president Rea
gan's budget cuts wil I affect its clients . 

At the annual meeting of their 
national society in Minneapoli s, MN, 
the Volunteers discussed how they 
cou Id meet the increasing demands for 
human services expected when gov
ernment support for the needy is 
reduced. 

" Private agencies have had l ittle 
preparation for the sudden and dra
matic changes proposed , nor have we 
the resources to replace the govern
mental funds withdrawn," said Gen . 
Ray C. Tremont, commander-in-chief 
of the Volunteers . 

" While we agree w ith the president 
that federal spending must be brought 
under control , it should be made clear 
that the government' s cutt ing of fund
ing fo r human services does not mean 
that the need no longer ex ists. Indeed , 
social and econom ic changes in our 
soci ety are result ing in increasi ng 
demands for human services ." 

Gen . Tremont said that major cuts in 
food sta mps, child nutrit ion programs 
and the special supplementa l food 
program w ill el iminate 400,000 food
stamp households and reduce benefits 
to another 2 .8 m i ll ion people. 

" Federal subsi d ies to 14 .5 million 
chi ld ren from m iddle-i ncome fam il ies 
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will be terminated and 700,000 low
income women and children will be 
eliminated as program participants . 

"Young people will lose 400,000 
employment and training opportuni
ties with cutbacks in the manpower 
program , through a $14 million pro
gram cut, as well as experience some 
reductions in income-assistance and 
possible reduction in health care 
under medicaid. " 

Gen . Tremont called for close coop
eration of federal , state and local 
governments and the private sector "in 
the continuing responsibility to lessen 
the suffering of poor and troubled 
people." 

The Volunteers of America was 
founded in 1896 by Ballington Booth, 
second son of William Booth, founder 
and first general of the Salvation Army, 
and Mr. Ballington's wife, Maud . 

Like the Salvation Army, it has a 
military-type organization . 

In his message to the volunteers' 
grand field council, Gen . Tremont said 
his organization seeks to provide 
human services "within the context of 
our Christian commitment, acknowl
edging that the ultimate human service 
is to win the lost to Christ." 

In addition to serving the disadvan
taged in homes, hospitals and prisons, 
the Volunteers operate departments of 
family welfare, numerous health 
camps, day nurseries, hospices for 
working girls, maternity homes, 
homes for mothers and children, clubs 
and homes for the aged, workshops 
and rehabi I itation departments. 

Worship and evangelistic services 
are conducted in halls and out-of
doors, and Christian literature is cir
culated in reading rooms, jails and 
hospitals . 

Gen. Tremont, who was elected 
general a year ago, moved the Volun
teers ' national headquarters from New 
York City to New Orleans. 

'7'~-ie ~(Ut't e~Td 
O« L<We~ 7ae 

(RNS) 

Anll.._ in 
whli. or bl8Ck 
&" tile or white 
I" round tile. 
• Minimum order 

50 tile. 
•We •llO meke 

photo pl••. 
l print note 

. ....... end 
Church Bulletins, Pa.t C.'* • Chrilt,,.. C... 

FREE SAWLES AND 
ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE· Write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

These attention-getting advertisements produced by an Episcopal Church in 
Minneapolis are included in the prestigious Communication Arts' Annual Edition 
featuring outstanding commercial and public service designs. In a matter related to the 
theme dealt with in the ads, Episcopal Bishop Paul Moore of New York is among a 
number of religious leaders who have protested a proposed new law in New York which 
would authorize the state to thwart the religious choice of an individual if it varies from 
that of his or her family. Writes Bishop Moore, "faith is an act of love. Belief is a 
consequence of faith. Conservatorships, coercion, 'deprogrammings' and ' rehabilita
tions' are inconsistent with faith, with belief, with love, with religion." 
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Letters (Continued from p . 42) 

the conference there had had a bad case of 
misconduct on the part of one of their 
leaders, the man had been declared not 
gu i lty by the conference committee, and 
then a group in the confe rence, led by Dr. 
Stagg, had announced that they wou ld not 
co ntinue in the Conference with such an 
immora l decision. Bishop Welch had 
acted in accordance with the Disci pl ine, 
had given all members of the confe rence 
appoi ntments, and left it to them to take 
fu rther action. Dr. Stagg, backed by a 
weal thy Ch inese, had resigned from the 
conference and his church, and led a 
number of the conference in fo rm ing a new 
church. Helen W i lk and Hawthorne Darby 
had dec ided to go wi th the Stagg party and 
withdrew from the Woman's Board , in 
spi te of the ir assurance to Mrs. Peale that 
they wou Id come back to the States and 
accept appointment elsew here. 

Evident ly the opening of the cli nic/hos
pital by Helen and Hawthorne gave them 
the support they needed , and they contin-

ued to serve there. When the Japanese 
attacked and took Mani la, they were urged 
to go wi th the other missionaries into a 
camp and get out of the mi litary/pol itical 
picture . Thi s they refused to do. Their 
collaboration w ith the guerri I las made the 
fi nal end almost certain , and in mil itary 
terms, justi fi ed . 

We may question the w isdom of her 
decision to ri sk martyrdom , and regret that 
shed id not take ad ifferent road that wou Id 
have made poss ible twenty or thirty years 
of Christian servi ce in some other part of 
the Lord 's v ineyard . But no one could 
question her courage and complete com
mitment to her Lord . 

Esther and Olin Stockwell 
Denver, Colorado 

Robinson School 

I read with interest the article by Ellen 
Clark in the May issue entitled , " Robinson 
School-Still in M ission ?" It appeared to 
me that the right questions were being 
asked . Perhaps more of them need to be 

World Service is the United Methodist mechanism for connecting 
local congregations with pressing world needs. Your gifts support 
church agencies-whose mandates are programming for people. 
When you support your local church budget, your dollars begin 
to flow through channels that can result in lives being touched
perhaps in your own community-or halfway around the world. 

46 

Work with your pastor to assure that your World Service 
apportionment is paid. Learn more about what World Service 

does-and you will see how it opens your door to a whole world 
of Christian service. 
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For more information about World Service write: 
United Methodist Communications, 1200 Davis St., 
Evanston, IL 60201 
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asked , and possi bly they need to be asked 
continuou sly and more cons istentl y of all 
United Methodi st institutions of the nature 
of Robinson School. 

O ver a period of eleven years, I was a 
teacher, the high school princi pal , and 
director of the Method ist school in LaPaz, 
Bolivia. From January, 1970 to January, 
1973, I was director of Santiago College, a 
Method ist girls' school in Santiago, Chile. 
During the latter term the Chi lean Method
ist Church made an unsuccessful attempt 
to have a greater impact upon the school. 

These experiences, conversations w ith 
others, and reading have led me to be of 
the opinion that continued Un ited Meth
od ist support of such schools, whatever 
form that support may take, should be 
under continual scrutiny and evaluation . 

It would seem to me thatthe analysis and 
evaluation of such institutions should be 
organized and systematic, that some sort of 
accountability system be developed that 
extends beyond local boards of directors, 
something in the nature of a general church 
board of review with some power to 
develop and require compliance to stan
dards and goals or guidel ines. 

It seems to me that such an approach to 
relating to Methodist institutions in other 
countries, for which we are in part 
responsible , would constitute a supportive 
ministry to national churches attempting to 
covenant more creatively and redemptive
ly with those institutions. 

What I've referred to above amounts to 
the " germ" of an idea (i f such does not 
already exist). 

(Rev.) Gary G. Fritz 
Homer, Illinois 

Viewpoint (Continued from p. 40) 
perspective on the religious right. 
Ultraconservative Christians have a 
right to participate in the political 
process, and are indeed welcome to 
be active at last in it. They have a lot to 
learn about give and take in a democ
racy, and until they do they w ill 
menace it with demons, angels, and 
uncompromising certitude. They are 
prone to manipulation, having their 
own very narrow agenda grafted into a 
New Right political program. Our 
various religious traditions cause us to 
respond in differing ways to their 
involvement, but they nudge each of 
us to re-examine our own postures and 
maneuvers, even our own handling of 
Seri ptu res . If we receive whatever God 
may be saying through these passion
ate believers, perhaps we will be 
refreshed in our own convictions to 
live out more faithfully the truth that is 
in us. • 

Peggy L. Shriver is assis tant general secre
tary for research, evaluation and planning 
of the National Counci l o f Churches in the 
U.S.A. 
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Join theMissionary 
ttldea-Exchange'' 

OCI'OBER 13-16 
Where There Is No Doctor: 
Christian Mission and Village 
Health. 
Kenneth Brown, M.D., University 
of Pennsylvania Medical School 
Faculty, former missionary doctor, 
Ethiopia, and Mexico. 

OCI'OBER 2~23 
Leadership Development in Third 
World Churches. 
Lois McKinney, Executive Director, 
Committee to Assist Ministry 
Education Overseas. 

OCI'OBER 27-30 
'\bur Children's Education: 
Resolving a Missionary Dilemma. 
Bruce Lockerbie, Dean, Stony Brook 
School. 

NOVEMBER 3-6 
Paul's Letter to the Ephesians: 
Mandate for Mission. 
Vernon Grounds, President 
Emeritus, Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

NOVEMBER 1~13 
Keeping Your Personal Journal: 
Tool for Spiritual Growth. 
Joan Chatfield, M.M., Director, 
Institute for Religion and Social 
Change, Honolulu. 

NOVEMBER 17-20 
Evangelism and the Poor: 
Challenge for the 1980's. 
Vinay Samuel, Evangelical 
Fellowship of India . 

... where your ideas are important 
and welcomed. A time to learn, 
and a time to share experiences 
- for greater effectiveness . . . 

m nuss1on. 
OVERSEAS MINISTRIES 
STUDY CENTER 

NOVEMBER ~DECEMBER 4 
What Constitutes Missionary 
Faithfulness? The Contemporary 
Debate. 
Lesslie Newbigin, former Bishop 
of Madras, and Lecturer, Selly Oak 
Colleges, Birmingham, England . 

DECEMBER 8-11 
Roman Catholics and Protestant 
Evangelicals in Mission: Bridges 
to Understanding. 
Thomas F. Stransky, C.S.P. , 
The Paulists. 

JANUARY 4-8 and 
JANUARY 11-15 
Christian Witness on New 
Frontiers. 

/ I 

separate unit, but together they give 
a comprehensive survey of the 
contemporary world mission. 

JANUARY 18-22 
What Is Evangelism? Evangelical, 
Ecumenical, and Roman Catholic 
Directions. 
Stephen Neill, Oxford, England. 

JANUARY 25-29 
The Cry of My People: A Latin 
American Perspective on Mission 
in the Americas. 
Mortimer Arias, Claremont School 
of Theology. 

Sernin~. for t.heological students Publishers of the ~ . .J! ~ .,,.. i 
and rru:'s1o~anes, co-spon5?red by International Bulletin • . ll 
~-~~~E~~=~~s-s~~w_na~~i-~ IJll1 

Ventnor, NJ 08406 U.S.A. 
Gerald H. Anderson, Director 
Norman A. Homer, Assoc. Director 

In an inspiring setting by the sea, we offer highly relevant courses of 
study for cross-cultural and international ministries, and 
accommodations with a family atmosphere. 
REGISTRATION: $25 per course, with room and meals additional. 

0 Send application and more information. 

NAME ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP __ _ 

COUNTRY ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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A STIMULATING STUDY 
Partners in Pluralism: 

These resources provide an invitation to broaden 
our horizons and quicken our appreciation of the rich 
variety of cultures making up our pluralistic world . 
The study addresses the responsibility of Christians 
in the midst of cultural diversity. 

BASIC BOOKS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH 

Travelling Light. By William B. McClain. This 
distinguished educator offers theological arguments 
for pluralism. He discusses the means of changing 
manifestations of racism in this society. Each chapter 
concludes with exercises and a reading list. $3 .75. 

Partners in Pluralism: A Study Guide. By Jackie 
Smith. A guide to help groups explore new ways of 
living in keeping with pluralism. Tools are included 
to probe what systematically separates people. 
Questions are developed for Christians to face as they 
engage in mission today. $2.95. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

In Accord-Let Us Worship. By Justo and Catherine 
Gonzalez. Two experienced ministers and teachers 
examine the meaning of American pluralism and the 
challenge it presents to live out the gospel. They 
provide study outlines and resource information, as 
well as Bible study and worship suggestions. $3.95. 

CHILDREN'S MATERIALS 

The Runaway Heart. By Norma E. Koenig. Collection 
of five short stories for elementary children, each 
exploring what the scriptures say about living in a 
pluralistic society. $4 .95. 

The Guide on "Partners in Pluralism" for Teachers 
of Children. By Norma E. Koenig. Creative leader's 
guidance for use with younger elementaries, older 
elementaries and intergenerational groups. $3.75. 

Cultural Differences 
& Christian Responsibility 

AUDIOVISUALS 
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Patterns of Life and Faith. Set of 20 color slides 
selected to show varieties of cultural an<l religious 
expreseion. Particularly useful in introducing the 
theme. Slides may be used in a variety of settings and 
in any sequence. $7.50. 

A Matter of Stripes. Color filmstrip with cassette and 
script guidance booklet. Revised edition of an earlier 
filmstrip in which boys and girls make discoveries 
about their self-images. $15.00. 

ORDER FROM SERVICE CENTER, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 
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