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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

March, 1981 

BOGM General Secretary. The personnel committee of the Board of Global Minis
tries has recommended the Rev. Randolph Nugent for general secretary of the Board, 
the largest program agency of the United Methodist Church. Members of the Board 
will vote on the nomination at its Spring meeting in New York City April 7. Final 
approval will come from the denomination's General Council on Ministries, which 
may take a mail ballot of its members. Nugent, 46, is presently chief executive 
officer of BOGM's National Division. Previously, he headed the Division of Over
seas Ministries of the National Council of Churches and the Metropolitan Urban 
Service Training Facility (MUST). Rev. Prenza L. Woods, chair of the personnel 
committee, said that "Dr. Nugent's zeal for mission, his theological acumen, his 
vast experience in local, national and international mission and his deep know-
1 edge of the United Methodist Church qualify him for this important post." Dr. 
Nugent will succeed Rev. Tracey~- Jones, Jr., who served from 1968 until Sept
ember, 1980. It is hoped that Nugent can be in his new post by June 1. 

UMDF. The United Methodist Development Fund (UMDF) has resumed making loans to 
churches after a moratorium of one and one-half years. The Fund had instituted 
the moratorium after people had withdrawn funds to take advantage of higher 
interest rates in commercial money markets. Now, new investors have appeared 
and additional money has come in from previous investors. "I think we have 
turned the corner", said George Williams, UMDF di rector. "We now have $3.7 
million in available funds but some of it constitutes the required reserves." 
The investment fund was set up in 1969 to make first mortgage loans to UM churches 
including loans for construction and major improvement of churches, parsonages and 
mission buildings. Investors (limited to UM members, agencies and institutions) 
receive an eight percent return on their money; borrowers must pay 9.5 percent 
interest. Of previous loans, 95 percent were paid off on time, 4 percent ahead 
of time, and 1 percent extended. In January, the UMDF board of directors made 
loans to three churches: Northbrook UMC, Roswell, Ga., $150,000; Covenant Church, 
Dothan, Ala., $150,000; Orchards UMC, Vancouve~, - Wash., $100,000 . The first two 
are new churches, the third, a 130-year-old congregation needing to remodel. 

Africa Church Growth. Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, Jan. 19-24, t~e UM Africa 
Church Growth and Development Committee voted about $300,000 in grants to some 
25 projects in six nations in such fields as evangelism, leadership development, 
and church extension and development. The committee is made up of three repre
sentatives from each of eight African annual conferences together with fifteen 
U.S. and two European representatives. It will administer the funds raised in 



the Africa special program set up by the 1980 General Conference with a goal of 
$7 million dollars, $6 million from the U.S. and $1 million to be raised in 
Africa. Nathan Goto, a layperson from Zimbabwe, chairs the committee. 

Disabled. The Church of Norway has decided not to initiate any special action 
in connection with the International Year of Disabled persons because "We want 
to avoid defining disabled persons as another cause for the church. '' Stressing 
that these are matters which should be as important this year as any other year, 
Gisel Haugum, consultant at the Church of Norway's National Council, said that 
"we rather wish to strengthen projects already in existence." These projects 
will focus on the church and how individual congregations meet the need of dis
abled persons. 

El Salvador and Nicara ua. The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service CICARWS of the World Council of Churches is involved in two 
multi-million dollar projects in troubled Central America .... . In response to the 
increased level of violence in El Salvador, an appeal for $2.3 million for 
humanitarian assistance was launched on Jan. 26. Increased fighting has dis
placed some 150,000 persons .within El Salvador, with many seeking refuge in 
Churches, church schools and institutions. "Precarious" living conditions in 
these camps and constant harrassment by government troops has caused many to 
flee the country. By the end of 1980, some 100,000 refugees from El Salvador 
were registered in Mexico and Central America. These figures, both internally 
and externally, are increasing daily. Basic needs to be met by the CICARWS 
appeal are food, medicines, clothes and other material resources. A new organ
ization, the Salvadorean Ecumenical Association for Humanitarian Action and 
Service (ASESAH), will unify the efforts of Catholic and Protestant relief 
agencies .... In Nicaragua, CICARWS will seek to provide $3.3 million during 1981 
for aid in health, education and child care. The areas of need were worked out 
with the Nicaraguan government and will be coordinated through the Protestant 
ecumenical organization, CEPAD. Angel Peiro, CICARWS representative for Latin 
American said that "there is a truly intense participation by Christians in the 
revolution (in Nicaragua). Various government ministers and other employees are 
Roman Catholic priests. The evangelical minority is also cooperating at all 
levels of government action. 11 

••• In a separate development, a report released by 
Oxfam-America claims that the U.S . -backed land reform program in El Salvador 
excludes the majority of the country's impoverished peasants and has left an 
estimated 150,000 others with plots of land insufficient to support a single 
family and charges that "the motivation for the hastily designed land reform 
program is political rather than developmental . 11 The report follows a six
month study of the program. 

Union Organizing. In a letter to acting general secretary Betsy Ewing, 26 
general staff employees of the 275 employed in BOGM's New York office announced 
that they have formed a committee to organize a union and intend to affiliate 
with District 65 of the United Automobile Workers. In a separate letter to 
general staff, the organizing committee cited "repeated efforts to gain across
the-board increases" in salaries and "management's arbitrary decision to proceed 
with the Hay (job classification) Study. 11 Ms. Ewing said that she considered 
the group's letter "for information" and had sent no reply since no spokesperson 



was indicated. She described the Hay Study as an "information-seeking process " . 
She also said that "the Board of Global Ministries has for the last eight years 
at least consistently received requests for across-the-board raises. In light 
of our personnel policy and our resources, we have reaffirmed a merit increase 
policy and not across-the board increases" but noted that BGM has taken cost-of
living factors into consideration. The United Methodist Church for many years, 
most recently in the 1980 Social Principles, has supported the principle of 
workers' rights and unionization. 

Personalia. Rev. Charles E. Frazier, Evanston, Ill., has begun his duties as 
assistant general secretary----:ror the secion on the aging of BOGM's Health and 
Welfare Ministries Division. Formerly a staff member of the Division, he has 
been serving as assistant administrator of a retirement home in Chicago .... Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal have chosen Rev. Preston Jones to be its executive 
director, beginning June 1. Mr. Jones has been associate director of the Missouri 
West Conference Council on Ministries. He succeeds Thelma Barnes, BMCR executive 
director since 1974, who is leaving to devote more time to her family . .. The 
American Friends Service Committee has nominated South AFrican Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, for the Nobel Peac_e_ 
Prize of 1981 for his opposition to violence and apartheid. As a previous re
cipient of the 1947 Nobel Peace Prize, the Quaker organization is entitled to 
make a nomination each year .... Also nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize is the 
Nicaraguan literacy campaign and its director, Jesuit priest Fernando Cardenal. 
Among the signers of the letter of nomination were 117 members of the British 
Parliament, five members of the European Parliament, nine British peers and seven 
trade unionists. 

Deaths. Rev. Hiel Q_:._ Bollinger, 82, a national education staff member of the 
UMC and its predecessor denominations for 36 years until his retirement in 1969, 
died Jan. 28 in Dallas, after an extended illness .... Suzanne de Dietrich, 89, 
one of the last pioneers of the modern ecumenical movement, died Jan. 24 in 
Strasbourg, France. For nearly half a century after 1914, she vas active in the 
World Student Christian Federation, the World Council of Churches and the Ecumen
ical Institute at Bossey where she organi zed biblical study seminars .... Artice 
Doris Banks Henries, 69, an American black who went to Liberia in 1939 as a 
Methodist missionary and became assista nt minister of education in the Tolbert 
administration, died of cancer in Middletown, Conn., on Feb 16. She returned to 
this country after her husband, the speaker of the Liberian House of Represent
atives, was one of 13 government officials executed by a firing squad after the 
coup in April, 1980 .... Rev. Kim Yong Ok, 58, president of the Methodist Theolog
ical Seminary in Seoul, Korea, and a widely-respected New Testament scholar, 
died Jan. 30 of hepatitis .... Henrietta Gibson Ledden, 90, wife of retired bishop 
W. Earl Ledden and treasurer of the Woman's Division of Christian Service of 
the former Methodist Church for 11 years, died Feb . 17 in Gaithersburg, Md. A 
delegate to five general conferences, she served as Woman's Division treasurer 
1944-55. In 1964, she married Bishop Ledden .... Retired Bishop A.J. Shaw, 73, of 
India died Feb. 5 in Bareilly. Elected to the episcopacy in 19~he headed the 
Bombay Area and then the Delhi Area until his retirement in 1972 . 
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Infant Formul a . A national UM Infant Formula Task Force has denied that it is 
one of the "growing s igns of a backlash" against critics of the infant formula 
industry. It al so defended the integrity of religious critics of the industry 
and upheld the "legitimate place" of the United Mations World Health Organiza ... 
tion in developing a proposed international code of marketin~ of breastmilk 
substitutes. The task force, set up by the 1980 General Conference, was 
answering charges made by Ernest W. Lefever in the Wall Street Journal. Dr. 
Lefever, head of the Washington-based Ethics and Public Policy Center, has been 
criticized on the issue because his Center has received funds from the Nestle 
Company, maker of infant formula . At the same meeting, a public health edu
cator from Ghana warned that the question should "not be allowed to deteriorate 
into a power struggle between industry and consumer advocates. The issue is the 
health and nutrition of children and mothers." .... In an unrelated development, 
Dr. Lefever's nomination by the Reagan Administration to head the State De
partment's Bureau of Human Rights has been opposed by a coalition of human rights 
groups, including church groups. He has been a sharp critic of human rights 
policies and has charged that ministers, priests and nuns in Latin America have 
"overstepped their bounds. 11 

Health and Welfa re Ministries. Eight individuals and institutions in seven 
states were honored for contributions to UM-related health and welfare ministries 
during the 4lst annual convention of the denomination's National Association of 
Health and Welfare Ministries in San Antonio March 1-3. Honored were: Virginia 
Laskey, Ruston, La., who was inducted into the UM Hall of Fame in Philanthropy, 
for her work with the Louisiana Children's Home; James R. Lientz, Savannah, Ga., 
was named trustee of the year for his association with Candler Hospital; Asbury 
Methodist Village, a retirement center i n Gaithersburg, Md., was named agency 
of the year; Bliss Dodd, Hurst, Texas, head of the health and welfare committee 
in the Central Texas Annual Conference, was named conference chairperson of the 
year; Willard S. Farrow, administrator of the Methodist Home for the aging in 
Charlotte, N.C.~ was named administrator of the year; Rev. David C. Davis of the 
Bronson Methodist Hospital in Kalamazoo, Mich., was named chaplain-of the year; 
William L. Lucas, Baltimore, Md . , was named volunteer of the year for his work 
with the----Soard of Child Care of the Baltimore Conference; the Junior Auxiliary 
of Evergreen Manor retirement home in Oshkosh, Wis., was named group volunteer 
of the year. 

St. Theressa ' s. A newly organized UM church in Little Rock, Ark., has been 
named for Theressa Hoover, top staff officer of the Women's Division of BOGM. 
Hoover UMC i n the South Highland inner city area of Little Rock was chartered 
Dec. 21 with 21 members; it is the first new ethnic minority congregation in 
Arkansas in 35 years. Ms. Hoover, a native of Fayetteville, Ark., joined the 
staff of the Women's Division in 1948 and is now associate general secretary. 
The pastor, Rev. Willi am H. Robinson, said, 11 It 1 s a young church . Most of the 
people are . contemporary people. They wanted to give credit to a women, some
one contemporary they could relate to. 11 
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UJ EDITORIALSC1J 
WHITHER EL SALVADOR? 

Until a few years ago most Americans 
would not have asked " Whither El 
Salvador" but " Where Is El Salvador?" 
In truth , most of us didn't know the 
difference between El and San Salvador, 
nor did we care . Now, it seems, the tiny 
Massachusetts-sized country is about to 
become the showcase for our new 
get-tough foreign pol icy. The State 
Department has just brought out mas
sive documentation which, according 
to them, clearly shows a Soviet supply 
line through Cuba and Nicaragua to 
support leftists in El Salvador. This is all 
beginning to sound very familiar, even 
though the cast of characters and 
location has changed . 

Three members of Congress came 
back from El Salvador recently saying 
exactly this . Rep. Gerry E. Studds 
(D-Mass.) said the situation raises " very 
haunting parallels in our early involve
ment in Vietnam .. . We're supporting 
a government that's a creation of our 
own projected wishes rather than one 
with popular support ." Another repre
sentative, Robert W. Edgar (D-Pa.), said 
that labeling "everything on the left as 
Marxist and everything on the right as 
Fascist . . . reminds me of the middle 
fifties." Significantly, Mr. Edgar added 
that diplomats have too long been deaf 
to the voice of " liberation theology" in 
Central America and underestimating 
its role in giving people a " thirst for 
meaning in their lives. " The most 
important document to these people, 
said Mr. Edgar, "Is not the Communist 
Manifesto, but the Bible . ... " 

Clearly, El Salvador is a steamy 
cauldron in which only the foolish will 
try to sort out the good guys from the bad 
guys. That the Soviets are playing games 
there is not surprising, but before we go 
further we should ask what exactly our 
own aims are. Nothing would delight 
the Soviets more than for us to list our 
aim as "stopping the Soviets. " That 
would show that we really don't know 
what we want for the people of El 
Salvador themselves. To apply pressure 
to stop the supplying of Soviet arms to El 
Salvador is a reasonable action-and 
U.S. arms as well-but it should not be 
confused with a positive policy. And 
that is what we need for El Salvador. 

REND YOUR HEARTS 
"Rend your hearts and not your 

garments; turn back to the Lord your 
God ; for he is gracious and compas
sionate, long-suffering and ever con
stant, always ready to repent of the 
threatened evil. " Joel 2:13 

Lent in the ancient Church was a 
period of intensive preparation for 
Easter baptisms. It was a time to 
re-educate the faithful on the major 
themes of the faith , the first of which is 
repentance . 

For some people today the idea of 
repentance seems to be a holdover from 
the Middle Ages. It reminds them of a 
grim and vengeful God whom they 
would just as soon forget and who 
seems out of place in a world of positive 
thinking and optimism . They wish John 
the Baptist had come preaching " I'm 
OK, You're OK" rather than his mes
sage of metanoia, a turning around. 

But without repentance what is 
usually called " the Judea-Christian 
faith " would be built on sand . Shuv in 
the Old Testament is as central as 
metanoia in the New. It follows natural
ly from the realization of the wholly 
otherness and the holiness of Almighty 
God . A religion which loses sight of the 
significance of repentance is always in 
danger of assuming that God 's ways and 
human ways are alike, thus blurring the 
distinction between right and wrong. 

The " flip side" of God's holiness is his 
compassion . The one without the other 
would make a poor invitation to repen
tance . Unlike the common theme 
sometimes associated with austere 
forms of Calvinism, it is -not a vengeful 
God but a compassionate one most 
often presented in scripture alongside 
the message to repent. To be sure, a 
" threatened evil " is often in the picture, 
as it was for Joel, who was thinking of 
the end of time. But for Joel there was 
also the picture of a God willing to 
change his mind-and how startling 
that is-as well as to stay with his 
people, to mother them with affection 
(the Hebrew word here for " compas
sionate" comes from the word for 
" womb") and to ever hold out the 
promise of grace and mercy to his 
people, as long as they made that inner 
conversion of the heart. 

It is al so significant that Joel , like the 
other Old Testament prophets, com
bined an appeal for individual conver
sion with an appeal to the entire 
community . That appeal is obviously 
more easil y made in the type of 
homogeneous culture that was ancient 
Israel than in our pluralistic society . But 
the Church, as the " new Israel" in 
Paul's terms, must al so hear that appeal 
for corporate repentance and renewal 
as well as individual repentance . Uni 
son prayers of confession are one way 
we regularly try to do this . The point is 
that a concentration on individual piety 
without reference to our need to join 
with others in repentance falls short of 
the ideal envisaged by scripture and can 
easily turn into neurotic guilt. 

The prophet Joel was careful not to 
say that the plague of locusts was a 
punishment for sin . Instead, he used the 
occasion of the locust invasion as an 
opportunity to cal I people to repentance 
because in the midst of that disaster they 
became aware of the tenuousness of 
human life. The easy way would have 
been to " pin" the disaster on God, but 
Joel didn't do that. Nor should we. 
Those events which seem to remind us 
of the tenuousness of our lives, natural 
disasters, rapid inflation, the ever in
creasing number of poor in the world , 
etc. , are not the wi 11 of God for us but an 
occasion for us to " turn around," to 
rend our hearts and not our garments, to 
confess our indifference to the plight of 
others, and then to resolve with God 's 
help to join in efforts which will do 
something about these problems and 
their effects on people. And that, in the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, would be 
" a fast(the Lord) requires" -to loose the 
chains of injustice and to untie the knots 
of the yoke, to snap every yoke and set 
free those who have been crushed 
(Isaiah 58:6) . 

A few years ago the Christian writer 
and activist Elizabeth O'Connor wrote a 
book called " Journey Inward, Journey 
Outward" on the spiritual path of her 
church in Washington, D.C. At its 
deepest level , this is what Lent is, too . 
The inner conversion is not complete 
without an outward step. Nor is an 
outward step that is meaningful possible 
without that initial rending of the heart. 



African Churches Reconsider Their Approa 
Paul Bock 



l(' Polygaillists 

For over a century Christian 
churches in Africa have combatted 
polygamy and , for the most part, have 
req uired people to be monogamous in 
order to be baptized and to stay 
monogamous in order to receive Hol y 
Communion . While this trad itional 
policy still ho lds in most places, it is 
undergoing a reappraisal in several 
parts of Africa . Some Christians feel 
that the church has been too stri ct. 

Despite the impact of moderniza
tion , betwen 20 and 25 percent of 
families in Afri ca are stil l pol ygamous. 
The percentage is slowly dwindling, 
but in some areas the practice prom
ises to persist for some time. 

A number of influences have con
tributed to the decline of pol ygamy. 
Christian miss ionaries have ins isted 
that only monogamy is compat ible 
wi th the Christian ethic. Education , 
strongly western in orientation and 
largely church-supported until recent
ly, has taught romantic love, compan
ionship, and respect for women as 
persons . Economic opportunity and 
the new horizons and standards sug
gested at school are combining to 
press forward a movement of women's 
rebellion against, and liberation from , 
the male centered , potentially polyga
mous and sexuall y unequal society 
they had hitherto taken for granted. 
Then there is the factor that has always 
existed, namely, that most men simpl y 
ca nnot afford more than one wife. In 
urban settings polygamy offers fewer 
benefits than in rural areas. 

On the other hand, there are signifi
cant factors which promise to keep 
polygamy going for a long time. There 
is the continuing influence of Islam 
and of African traditional religions, 
both of which are polygamous, and 
which together comprise a majority of 
the populat ion. Since the time of 
independence of African countries 
there has emerged a new appreciation 
for traditional African culture and its 
values including communality, fertili
ty, social security, and appreciation 
for the links between the living and the 
living dead. Among the fastest growing 
Chri stian churches in Africa are the 
Independent Churches, which have 
broken awa y from mi ss ionary 
churches because the latter are too 
western . The Independent Churches 
have adapted Christianity to African 
culture. A number of them, therefore, 
condone pol ygamy. For example, the 

Afri can Church of Israel in Rhodesia 
(now Zimbabwe) broke off from the 
Seventh-Day Adventi st Mission for the 
express reason " to help polygamists 
enter heaven." In rural areas-and 
most of Africa is rural-there are 
sometimes economic advantages in 
havi ng multiple wives, si nce they and 
the children can help with work on the 
farm, thus increasing the man's wealth 
and prestige. 

Given the fact that pol ygamy is 
persi sting much longer than people 
expected a few years ago and given a 
new appreciation for traditional 
values, the reappraisal now taking 
place in some churches advocates 
simultaneous movement in two direc
tions . One is to increase and strength
en the program to educate people in 
the directi on of monogamy on the 
grounds that this is the most complete 
fulfillment of love between man and 
woman . The other is to be more 
to lerant and understanding and less 
judgmental and legalistic toward those 
whose tradition has led them to 
polygamy. These two directions may 
appear to be incompatible with each 
other, but th is is not necessaril y the 
case. Both are manifestations of Chri s
tian love. 

Extra Women? 

One cannot help but wonder where 
the extra women come from to make 
pol ygamy possible. Population studies 
show that the number of women only 
slightly exceeds the number of men . 
The principal factor creating a surplus 
of women is the difference of age at 
which the two sexes marry. If women 
reach the marrying age at fifteen while 
men wait until their twenties or thirties 
to marry, and if women , furthermore, 
live longer, then women enjoy more 
years of marriageabi I ity. Thus some of 
the multiple wives are widows of other 
men . One should add that the system 
causes many men, especiall y poor 
ones, to stay si ngle. 

The traditional " strict" practice of 
the church was deve loped in the 19th 
century . An important decision was 
made by the Anglican missionaries in 
western Nigeria with the sanction of 
the Bishop of Sierre Leone. They 
decided that polygamists might not be 
recei ved for baptism but their wives 
could be received si nce they were 
innocent vic tims of the practice. This 
proved to be the line which the 
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"We help 
bring people 

to Christ, 
and Christ 
will help 

them know 
what to do." 

(Below) Rural societies 
which make large 

families an economic 
advantage encourage 
polygamy; urban life 
and family planning 

favor monogamy. 

Jf 

Anglican communion has followed 
ever since. Many other churches have 
followed the same practice. However, 
some did not accept the polygamous 
wives. The Presbyterian Church of the 
French Camerouns admitted wives of 
polygamists until 1940 and then de
cided not to do so any longer. Again , 
the Methodist Church in Ghana ad
mitted the wives of polgygamists to 
baptism until 1951 and then ceased to 
do so. 

A More Liberal Approach 

An important step toward a more 
liberal approach was taken in 1951 
when the Evangelical Church in Li
beria decided that " while monogamy 
is God 's plan for marriage, . . . where 
evidence of true faith is shown and 
upon approval of the District Council , 
parties to an established polygamous 
marriage may be baptised and con
firmed," however, it further affirmed 
that " in accordance with Paul ' s 
teaching no such person, man or 
woman, shall be permitted to hold 
office in the church or congregation or 
be engaged as a Christian worker ." 

There are today a number of smaller 
mission churches which take the same 
position . In Ghana these include the 
Mennonites, the Salvation Army, the 
Ghana Baptist Church , the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church , the 
Assemblies of God, and the World
wide Evangelization Crusade. 

s 
BIRTHS 

for 
HAPP1 ' 

CON'ACT 
Any Fam~y Pio 

In recent years there have been 
some modifications of the traditional 
policies toward polygamy in the Evan
gelical Presbyterian churches in 
Ghana and Togo. In the synod of 
1969, the Evangelical Church of Togo 
ruled that polygamous men who wish 
to become Christians need not give up 
their wives in order to join the church. 
The Church decided to rely on educa
tion and persuasion in the direction of 
monogamy rather than to use a legal is
tic approach toward converts. As one 
pastor put it, " The Church exists to 
bring people closer to Christ; it does 
not exist primarily to fight polygamy. 
We help bring people to Christ, and 
Christ will help them know what to 
do." 

In Ghana the Evangelical Presbyteri
an Church has maintained the tradi
tional policy in most of the country . As 
one pastor said , " It might have made 
sense to change the policy years ago, 
but it doesn 't make sense now when 
other movements are joining in the 
battle for monogamy, and when mo
nogamy promises to be the clear 
winner in the future. " The Rev. C. K. 
Dovlo, former Moderator of the Evan
gelical Presbyterian Church, put it this 
way : " Christianity is a universal reli
gion. It shouldn't adapt to every 
culture in the world. It should change 
the culture . Christianity is inherently 
monogamous, and it should teach and 
practice monogamy a 11 over the 
world. " 
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(Above) Traditionally, each wife and her child ren lived in a separate hut. 

Still , the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church in Ghana has modified its 
policy-at least for a time-in the 
northern part of the country. With 
most people there belonging to Mos
lem or traditional religion s and with a 
high percentage being pol ygamous, 
that territory is a real mission field . 
Thus the church has given to pastors 
and evangelists in that area a special 
dispensation . They are allowed to take 
a more liberal approach to polyga
mi sts. A polygamist and his wives may 
join the church and take communion . 
The assumption is that when they 
married, they were not Christian , and 
did not know it was wrong. Now that 
they are becoming Christian, they 
should not be required to break up the 
family . 

In the rest of the country the 
traditional policy prevails . There a 
polygamist cannot join the church . 
However, his first wife can. She is 
married to one man . But the other 
wives cannot. Even though they are 
also married to one man, they have 
contributed to making him a polyga-

mist. In numerous churches in Ghana 
many members of the congregation 
are not eligible for communion be
cause they are under discipline for 
some wrong that they have commit
ted , and the majority of them tend to 
be polygamous men and their second 
and additional wives. 

Talk With a Young Pastor 

The Rev. Ezekiel Nabicha, a young 
pastor in northern Ghana, is himself a 
product of the Evangelical Presbyteri
an mission to the North . He obtained 
his education at Trinity College, the 
leading theological Seminary in 
Ghana . He grew up in a polygamous 
family . While he himself is married to 
one wife, his brothers are polygamous . 

This writer had a long talk with him 
about his experiences with polygamy 
and about his views on church poli
cies. He is grateful that the church has 
taken a more liberal policy in the 
North, for his brothers and their 
families are now church members. 
Without the new policy, they could 
not be in church. 

Ezekiel 's own experience in grow
ing up in a polygamous family was 
positive. His father had three wives 
who were 10, 20, and 30 years 
younger. All together they had 19 
children . The oldest wife, his mother, 
and the youngest wife became Chris
tian ; the father and the middle wife did 
not. The family life followed the usual 
northern pattern . Thefather lived in his 
one-room hut, and each of the wives in 
her one-room hut nearby. The chi l
dren of each wife lived with their 
mother. The evening meal was a 
communal affair; the wives took turns 
preparing it. The father ate alone in his 
hut; the wives ate as a group; the girls 
formed another group, and the boys a 
th ird . 

Ezekiel 's mother, being the first 
wife, had a special role . His father 
confided in her more than in the other 
two . When he brought gifts for his 
wives, she distributed them equally . 
According to custom , the women 
cared fo r the huts and for the children , 
carried water on their heads from the 
wells or stream, and also helped in the 
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fields. The girls helped the mothers, 
the boys helped the father. The father 
was responsible for food for the family 
and for the education of the children. 
Mothers sold some garden produce 
and thus earned some money to buy 
things for themselves. Ezekiel found 
life in his family to be harmonious
better than what he has seen in some 
monogamous families. 

Advantages and Disadvantages 

When asked about the advantages 
and disadvantages of polygamy, he 
made these observations : In a culture 
that favors large families , a polyga
mous household has an obvious ad
vantage . There are more children 
born ; there are more people to help on 
the farm ; there is the companionship 
which women provide for each other. 
But there are also disadvantages. 
Jealousy and conflict somet imes ap
pear among the wives ; the husband 
may treat the women more as workers 
than as wives; the father has difficulty 
in providing for and educating all the 
chi ldren . 

But the aspect of polygamy which 
bothers Ezekiel the most is the practice 
of child betrothal which is followed in 
northern Ghana . A baby girl is prom-

ised to a man sometimes a few days 
after birth , and the man immediately 
starts paying the so-called bride
wealth for her. This consists of gifts of 
money, cattle , goods . When the girl 
grows up, she is married to that man . 
There is no choice. Ezekiel helped to 
free his sister from this bondage. He 
persuaded his parents to pay back the 
money which the perspective bride
groom had given them and thus set her 
free. Because the giving of gifts was in 
an early stage, it cou Id be done. Later it 
would have been impossible . The 
family cou Id not have afforded it. 
Ezekiel thinks that child betrothal is the 
main evil which the church must fight. 
This is far worse than polygamy, and it 
is also what perpetuates po lygamy. 

A Biblical Base 

Asked about the theological aspects 
of polygamy, Ezekie l pointed out that 
the Bible does not condemn it outright. 
Nowhere does it say that polygamy is a 
sin or that pol ygamists should divorce 
their wives. He feels that the church 
shou Id not encourage or promote 
divorce, and it should not close the 
door on polygamists . As a pastor he 
will try to educate the youth toward 
monogamy. 

12 [108) New World Outlook• March 1981 

The reappraisal of polygamy that is 
going on in Liberia, Togo and Ghana 
can be duplicated in many other parts 
of Africa . In the late l 960's the All 
Africa Conference of Churches initiat
ed a study on the topic. In 1970 the 
Anglican archbishops of Capetown , 
Central Africa, Kenya , Tanzania, and 
Uganda authorized a study of African 
marrige customs including polygamy. 
The result was a significant pub I ication 
by Adrian Hastings entitled Christian 
Marriage in Africa (London : SPCK, 
1973). Hastings is very critical of the 
requirements of forcing polygamists to 
divorce all wives but one. He, too, 
feels that this is advocating divorce
which Jesus clearly opposed-as a 
cure for polygamy which he never 
discussed. 

In his report Hastings appeals for a 
more consistent approach of the 
church in regard to discipline. Today 
churches excommunicate honest and 
open polygamists while they overlook 
the frequent cases of hidden polyga
my, i .e., a state in which a man has a 
wife and several mistresses. Surely a 
polygamist has a more reponsible 
relationship to his wives than a man 
has to his mistresses. 

A Protestant bishop, reconsidering 
h~s church's position in light of his 
experiences in Angola, asked these 
disturbing questions: "Is it more Chris
tian to have organized prostitution , 
marital infidelity with impugnity, a 
rapidly growing divorce rate and 
increasing numbers of illegitimate 
children, than polygamy? Is it more 
Christian for young women to become 
prostitutes, call girls, or mistresses 
than to become the second or third 
wife of a respected member of the 
community? .... Is permitting youth 
to choose their own mates necessarily 
more Christian than an agreement 
among families? Is a widow any better 
or happier in the world alone than 
living intimately with a member of her 
husband 's family?" 

These questions suggest that there 
are worse sexual arrangements than 
those found in polygamy . The whole 
issue is far more complex than many 
early missionaries realized . It is quite 
understandable that African Christians 
are now engaged in an agonizing 
reappraisal of church policy . • 

Dr. Paul Bock is a Professor of Religion at 
Heidelberg College, Tiffin , Ohio . In 1976-
77 he spent a sabbatical year teaching at 
Trinit y College, an interdenominational 
theological seminary in Legan, Chana. 
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(Top, left) Some of the Cuban refugees outside their cabin, which was built by workcamps. (Top, right) Resident staff 
member Ryan Karis pours concrete for a new building. (Bottom, left) Don Mosley, director of Jubilee Partners. (Bottom, 
right) Cuban refugees visit a nearby technical school as part of their training. 

I 
tis a far cry from the palm tree 
tropics of Cuba ~o the rolling 
red clay hi I ls of North Georgia 

but 39 Cuban refugees have made the 
transition , thanks to an organization 
known as Jubilee Partners and the 
assistance of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

The refugees, all Cuban males, 
came to Jubilee Partners, a community 
just outside Comer, Ga., by way of 
Miami or Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, and 
they all are eager to begin a new life in 
a new country . However, that's not 
easy since the men must be able to 
speak English, have marketable skills 
and, above all , a sponsor who will take 
responsi bi I ity for them once they leave 

Jubilee Partners. 
The United Methodist Committee 

on Relief is paying the refugees' room 
and board of six dollars per day at 
Jubilee Partners while they are under
going intensive language study, and 
preparation for a meaningfu I life some
where in the United States . The men 
put in hours of manual work each day 
in return for the UMCOR assistance. 

Jubilee Partners is a two year old 
service ecumenical organization that 
grew out of Koinonia, the famous 
community in Sumter County , Geor
gia, that has specialized in helping 
poor families secure adequate housing 
for many years . In fact , Koinonia 
would build low cost housing with 

volunteer labor and then sell the 
houses to low income families on the 
basis of need at no interest and with 
payments to be made according to the 
family's income and ability. 

Director of Jubilee Partners is Don 
Mosley, a former Peace Corps director 
in Southeast Asia. Don's wife, Caro
lyn , works alongside him while caring 
for their two children , Tony, age 12, 
and Jennifer, age 8, at the same time. 
They are assisted by resident staff 
members Ryan and Karen Karis, who 
came from Koinonia; Ed and Mary 
Ruth Weir, southerners from Georgia 
and Tennessee; and Robbie Buller, 
who came originally as a volunteer. 

Jubilee Partners came into existence 
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two years ago when staff members of 
Koinonia sought to find a site for a new 
" Christian Intentional Group." They 
were thinking in terms of another 
organization patterned after the Koin
onia exprience. However, at the same 
time, the " boat people" from South
east Asia came looking for a new I ife of 
safety and opportunity and the Koin
onia board of directors, which includ
ed Dr. Harry Haines, UMCOR direc
tor, saw that Jubilee Partners should 
pattern its program of Christian service 
to answer the needs of homeless 
refugees from Asia, the Caribbean nd 
the Middle East. This would mean 
skill-teaching programs, food , shelter, 
and housing and a search for sponsors 
for the refugees . 

With the help of volunteer work 
teams from several states the first 
buildings were erected on the 260-
acre tract. A house was bui It to house 
the staff, and to serve as a dining room 
and assembly area. Two cabins were 
built for refugees, water and sewage 
lines laid , and land clearing and road 
build ing were begun . Two guest 
houses for volunteer staff were built 
and other cabins for refugees are now 
in the construction stage. 

The first group of refugees were 15 
male Cubans from Miami who arrived 
on September 26 of this past year 

through arrangements made by Lilia 
Fernandez, director of refugee aid for 
UMCOR. After 6 weeks of intensive 
language study, work programs, and 
general orientation they have all found 
sponsors and have moved out into 
general society . 

On November 26, 1980, 24 Cuban 
refugees arrived from Fort Chaffee, 
Arkansas, and are now ending their six 
weeks orientation program. 

Practicall y all of the refugees from 
Cuba are persons who fled the island 
because of severe economic or politi
ca l pressure . They found life difficult in 
a situation where food is heavily 
rationed and where one had to support 
Castro's brand of communism or get 
out. 

Rationing, the refugees said, had 
reached the low level of only five 
pounds of rice, four ounces of beans, 
four pounds of sugar and four ounces 
of chicken or meat per person per 
month . 

More than half of the refugees had 
been in prison for political reasons . 
One had run a truck into a local 
Communist headquarters , another 
had so ld a cow on the black market to 
help feed his family , while another had 
written slogans on a wall opposing 
communism . 

At present there are 12 volunteers 
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aid ing the resident staff members build 
a guest house and other facilities with 
other volunteers slated to come thi s 
Spring for an average of three months 
of service to the Christian serv ice 
community. They come from several 
denomination s and from seve ral 
states. 

The nearby Comer United Method
ist Church , a congregation of 266 
members, has been very supportive of 
all that Jubilee Partners has done. The 
church sponsored a welcoming sup
per for the first group of refugees , and 
organized a clothing drive to see that 
they all had adequate clothing. A 
Christmas party was held for the 
second group of refugees with gifts 
given and a fellowship that enabled 
the local residents to know the new
comers. In fact , the fellowship be
tween the local United Methodist 
Church and Jubilee Partners is a 
two-way street with Ju bi lee staff mem
bers and refugees taking part in many 
of the activities of the church . 

Pastor of the Comer church is 
33-year-old Reve rend Allen Smith , 
himself a veteran of the Peace Corps in 
West Africa. Smith is thri I led with what 
Jubilee Partners is doing and his own 
church 's response to the new service 
institution in its midst. " It' s been the 
most exciting one and a half years of 
my ministry," he said . 

The Comer congregation itself is not 
new to pioneer Christian endeavers. 
For the past two years this small orth 
Georgia rural congregration has spon
sored work teams to Monterrey, Mex
ico, where they have assisted in 
improving the faci I ities of the confer
ence youth camp. 

The next group of refugees for 
Jubilee Partners is scheduled to arrive 
on February 24 and will be 24 
Southeast Asians . By that time it is 
anticipated that all the Cuban refugees 
will have left the camp with their new 
sponsors . So far , there hasn't been a 
single departure without " tears and 
sadness" as the refugees express their 
love for what Jubilee Partners and 
UMCOR have done . All express grati 
tude for the opportunity to re bu i Id their 
broken lives. 

At Jubilee Partners , near Comer, 
Georgia, the verse, " I was a stranger 
and you took me in ," is more than an 
excerpt from the ew Testament. It is a 
living reality. • 

Rev. Willia m M. Holt is the editor of the 
Wesleyan Christian Advocate in Atlanta 
and a former missionary. 
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L 
ast year at an ice-cream break 
following confirmation class, 
I was surpri sed to see one 

youngster not eating anything. Curi
ous, I asked him, Why not? 

" I'm giving up sweets for Lent," he 
exp la ined , hi s voice wavering as his 
friends chattered nearby over cones 
and sundaes. 

" Oh . .. , " I murmured , shi fting 
my own cone uncomfortably and 
easing away as another youngster 
called to him . Several minutes later, I 
was taken aback to see the same boy 
walking by licking a large ice cream 
cone. 

" I broke my Lent," he confessed 
sheepishly. 

" I'm reall y curious, " I said: " Why 
did you want to give up sweets in the 
first place?" 

" Well , you know-you give up 
something for Lent, right?" 

" But why?" I urged . 
He hesitated . " I guess I don't reall y 

know," he said at last. 
As a Protestant whose boyhood 

family never observed church sea
sons, I felt challenged: Is 'gi vi ng up 
something for Lent' simply an out
moded, mean ingless custom? Or can it 
be redeemed and reaffirmed as an 
important Christian witness? 

A convincing " Yes" comes from the 
ancient prophet Isaiah, in answer to 
those who have been fasting to get 
something they want from God-and 
not getting it: 

The Lord says to them , " The truth is that at 
the same time you fast, you pursue you r 
own interests and oppress your workers . 
You ... spread out sackcloth and ashes to 
lie on . Is that what you call fasting? Do you 
think I will be pleased with that? The kind 
of fasting I want is th is: Remove the chains 
of oppression and the yoke of injustice, 
and let the oppressed go free. Share your 
food with the hungry and open your homes 
to the homeless poor. Give clothes to those 
who have nothing to wear, and do not 
refuse to help your own relatives . (Isa . 
58 :3- 7) 

God does not say here that we 
shou Id fast in order to punish ourselves 
for our wrongdoing. God does not say, 
as do the pagan Greek philosophers, to 

Wby I Am Giving Up 
Some-cbing Foi< Len-c 

Gordon Dalbey 

fast as an act of self-denial, to disasso
c iate yourself from the 'evil sensory 
world of the body'. God clearly says 
that the body is good and its needs are 
important, that, in fact, fa ithfu I fasting 
requ ires that we sacrifice our " own 
interests" in order to serve the pressing 
bodily needs of others in this wor ld . 

Certainly, Christian fasting can af
fi rm giving something up in order to 
remember what Jesus gave up for us: 
his very life. Thi s kind of fasting 
reminds us how desperatel y God loves 
us, broken as we are. But th is faithful 
fasting must lead us not only to know 
that God loves us, but al so to feel that 
God needs us to serve the emptiness in 
our brothers and sisters . 

A classic story from the Hasidic 
tradition of European Judaism makes 
the point : A rich man rushes excitedly 
up to the rabb i and announces, 
" Guess what I have done?! I have 
fasted the whole day and eaten noth
ing but a small bowl of thin soup!" 

" That's terrible," the rabbi rep I ies. 
" If you , a rich person , think you can 
get by on a bowl of soup, then you wi 11 
begin to think the poor can do wel l 
with nothing but stones and water! " 

To understand better how a hungry 
person in today's world feels , think of 
the average American buying gasoline 
latel y. The upheava ls in the Middle 
East have restricted our oil supply, 
resulting in higher gas prices. Certain
ly, American oil companies have been 
responsible for a share of the price 
increase. But w hat really frustrates us 
Americans is that the price of gas at our 
ne ighborhood pumps is not totally 
contro l led by Americans, but often by 
other persons is other countries half
way around the globe from us . To us, 
gasoline is not a luxu ry, but a need , 
something we cannot live without: life 
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as we know it depends upon gasoline
powered cars, and oil furnaces. And so 
when we first realized that Iran might 
cut off our oi I supply, there was talk of 
war, and American warships headed 
for the Middle East to flex our Ameri
can muscle-power. 

But th is onl y means that, for the first 
time, American s are getting a taste of 
what the rest of the world has been 
force-fed for years. Imagine that you 
are a small nation with few resources. 
The price of food is dictated by a 
handful of countries with food to spare 
and controlled by their commodities 
market in their city of New York . The 
price of food goes up or down at the 
apparent whim of foreigners , who 
apparentl y could not care less if your 
people starve. 

In a very real sense, then , Arabs are 
to oi I as Americans are to food . And let 
us confess that it's an awfu I ly good 
thing that the poorer, starving peoples 
of the world do not have atomic 
aircraft carriers to go around flexing 
their muscle, or they would be headed 
right now for Los Angeles and New 
York to clean out our supermarket 
distribution centers . You can get pretty 
tired of waiting on somebody else's 
charity. 

But, you say, certainl y those small 
countries have land of their own . Why 
don 't they grow their own food and 
feed themselves, like we do? Part of the 
answer is simply that you can 't farm a 
jungle or desert . But beyond geog
raphy , the political fact remains that 
the overwhelming percentage of farm 
land in many hungry nations is used by 
a very few rich landlords to grow 
non-nutritious crops for export to 
America. Coffee, tea , sugar, cocoa, 
rubber, and the like are all grown on 
land that could be used to grow beans, 
vegetables, fruit, and other nutritious 
food that would erase hunger. 

Nor let us be misled to scoff, " Well , 
it' s their land to do what they want 
with it-if they choose to grow sugar 
instead of beans, that's not America's 
fau It." 

Take the Dominican Republic as an 
example. More than two thirds of the 
island 's agricultural produce is ex
ported , with three-quarters of that 
going to the United States, mostl y in 
sugar . As a National Catholic Reporter 
feature has noted, the sugar is grown 
on large estates that take up most of the 
country's farmable land, owned by 
one per cent of the population. The 
people of the Dominican Republic 
clearly are not choosing to grow sugar 
instead of beans. What's more, it is not 

simply a few rich Dominicans who 
have made thi s fateful decision . 

United States Marines invaded the 
Domini can Republic in 1965, and 
shortl y thereafter the American cor
poration Gulf & Western bought con
trolling interest in over 100,000 acres 
of Dominican land for sugar produc
tion . Among other benefits, Gulf & 
Western has enjoyed a 20-year tax 
exemption from the government set up 
after the US invasion. Sugar plantation 
workers earn an average of $200 per 
year . 

Today, there is massive hunger in 
the Dominican Republic . A Columbia 
University report showed that one out 
of ten Dominican children die in their 
first year of malnutrition ; half the 
survivors are anemic and suffer from 
chronic malnutrition . 

What does our Christian faith have 
to say about this? Certainly, in Isaiah 
God tell s us to give food to the hungry 
people of the world . But before God 
tell s us to give food away, God 
command s that we " remove the 
chains of oppression and the yoke of 
injustice." It is not enough for faithful 
Christians simply to give food away. 
We are called to attack the fundamen
tal causes of hunger, to end the violent 
systems and institutions which leave 
people starving upon heaps of sugar, 
and no longer simply to " pursue our 
own interests." We are called to speak 
out against those who " oppress your 
workers" with $200-a-year wages. In 
the very least, we are cal led to 
wi thdraw our support from those who 
practice such evi I. 

This year, for the first time in my life, 
I am sacrificing for Lent. I am giving up 
coffee, tea, cocoa, and sugar . I am 
giving up ice cream and cake, sugared 
cereals, canned soups, hot dogs, 
catsup, and the amazing plethora of 
common foods which contain sugar. I 
am not sacrificing in order to punish 
myself, but to try better to remember 
how much God has sacrificed for me 
in Christ, and wh y: to give me new 
power to serve the needs of others in 
this broken, needy world. For me, this 
is a beginning. I pray that God will use 
this occasion to show me not only how 
to avoid contributing to world hunger, 
but to act positively against the powers 
which keep people hungry. • 

Rev. Cordon Dalbey, pastor o f Seaside 
Community Church in Torrance, Califor
nia , has w ritten for a number o f publica
tions. 
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Promise 
and Peril 
Poland 
James E. Will 

• In 

Solidarity union leader Lech Walensa stands near a 
statue of Lenin. 

The celebration of "armistice 
day" 1980 in the People's Re
public of Poland had a unique 

and perhaps fateful meaning. While 
many in Europe and the USA celebrat
ed on November 11th the end of 
World War I, the people of Poland 
celebrated more the " armistice" be
tween their government and their 
newly created independent unions. 

ovember 10th had dawned on an 
exceedingly tense situation. Students 
we knew in the University of Warsaw 
had prov isions stored for a sit-in strike 
to begin on ovember 12. The rest of 
Warsaw and indeed the w hole of 
Poland , we were told , were also 
poised for a general strike. The plan 
was to add another three regions to the 
strike each two days; but in the 
eventuality that the state used violence 
against the strikers, a general strike 
over the whole country was to go into 
effect immediately. 

At issue was the right of the commu
nist government through the Warsaw 
Court to have amended the Charter of 
the new union " Solidarinosc" (Soli 
darity) by adding a phrase to its Article 
I which made it subservient to the 
"leadi ng role of the communist party. " 
The union had defined itself as fully 
independent of management and a 11 

pol itical bodies. The leaders of Soli
darinosc had filed an immediate ap
peal with the Supreme Court, which 
was to announce its decision on the 
afternoon of ovember 10. The popu
lation held its breath , ready to support 
the union 's right to genuine indepen
dence. The decision was announced 
at 2 p. m. : The provisions added by the 
Warsaw Court were stricken; the 
constitution was ratified essentially as 
originally submitted! 

Thi s enormous union of 6-8 million 
members was officially accepted as 
free and independent. It was created 
so rapidly in the three months since the 
strikes in the Gdansk and Si lesian areas 
that no one is yet entirely sure of its 
exact size, and it is still growing. The 
lists of members submitted from each 
factory and institution involved often 
have 80-90 % of the employees as 
members. Elections of local , regional 
and national representatives and offi
cers are to be completed by January 
10, and a full census of members 
should also be available by that date . 
In any case, this gigantic new social 
force was now fully and officially 
accepted in a socialist state with a 
communist ruling party . The people 
relaxed and celebrated the "armi
stice" on ovember 11 . Indeed , St. 
Anne 's Church , the academic church 
near the university where I was giving 
an ecumenical lecture the evening of 
November 10, was especially full for 
the mass which preceded . Only God 
knew all of what was in the hearts of 
the worshippers , but it was not too 
difficult for even an American to guess 
part of the content of their thanksgiving 
as they participated in the eucharist 
that fateful night. 

The correlation of this historic and 
contemporary event on ovember 11 
has enormous meaning for Poland . 
The armistice of 1918 and the subse
quent Versailles Treaty had returned 
independence to Poland after 150 
years of various partitions between 
Pruss ia, Russia and Austria . What 
every generation of Poles had mount
ed a revql ution to overcome in the 
19th century was achieved in interna
tional law by the armistice of World 
War I. Poland was again a free and 

independent state. Following World 
War II it became a socialist state under 
communist rule within the bloc of East 
European states led by the Soviet 
Union . The strikes of 1956 had 
brought an end to its Stalinist period . 
The student strike s of 1968 had 
marked greater independence for Pol
ish education and science. The work
ers ' strikes of 19 70 had inaugurated 
the more liberal , pragmatic govern
ment of Edward Gierek. The strikes of 
1976 led to the emergence of certain 
quasi-legal groups, the " Committee 
for the Defence of the Workers" and 
the " Committee for Social Self-de
fence," with some unofficial , non
censored publication . But now the 
strikes of 1980 and the " armistice" of 

ovember 10 had led to the full, legal 
acceptance of fully independent 
unions, with the right of access to the 
public media and the right to strike . 

The significance of these events 
shou Id neither be underestimated or 
ideologically misunderstood by 
Americans . They are of enormous 
significance for the democratization of 
socialist Poland. A government and a 
party accustomed to command shall 
have to learn to negotiate. Govern
ment ministries and industrial manag
ers accustomed to little or no public 
control shall now be submitted to 
public scrutiny . In short, a new level of 
actual democracy will be achieved. 
But it will be a socialist democracy! 
There is nothing in the constitution of 
the new union , and little in the realistic 
mood of the people, which intends to 
change the soc iali st basis of their 
system. There is appreciation for some 
of the accomplishments of this sys
tem-especially its opening of educa
tional and cultural opportunities under 
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''There is a new form 
of very deep national 
pride in Poland . . . 

and the teaching 
and communal life 
of the church has 

contributed much to it.'' 
very d ifficu It conditions after World 
War II , allowing many poor workers 
and peasants fully to enter the society 
for the first time . To be sure, there is 
also criticism of its bureaucrat ic heavi
ness, arbitrariness and inefficiency 
and a determ ination to improve it. If 
nothing else, political realism and the 
memory of the failure of their alliances 
with France and England in 1939 lead 
Poles to accept their present alliance 
with the Sov iet Union. Poland will 
remain Socialist Poland ; but it may 
well presage a level of democratic 
socialism unique to Eastern Europe 
and pregnant with possibility for de
tente in the whole of Europe. 

Realities in Contemporary Poland 

Evaluating this possibility requires 
some knowledge of objective realities 
in contemporary Poland : The first and 
most important is the social power of 
the Roman Catholic Church in this 
society. It is simply a fact that 90% of 
the workers in Poland are believers , 
and 75 % actively practice their faith 
by participation in the church. Thus a 
commun ist party in pol it ica l power for 
only 35 years must interact with a 
church w hose identity wi th the Polish 
nation reaches back 1000 yea rs . It is 
an unequal contest in shaping the 
minds and hearts of the people, and 
the Commun ist Party knows it. Yet thi s 
must not be understood as though the 
party and the church are si mpl y pitted 
against each other . How could they be 
when 70% of the 3,800,000 party 
members are al so believers , and 50% 
of them are practicing their faith in the 
church? Although the leadership of the 
party is always draw n from non-be
lievers, they must deal with a rank and 
fil e who often are acti ve in the church 

and influenced by social values pro
claimed by the church . Only in this 
way may one understand the insis
tence of the Silesian miners, consid
ered by the Gierek regime to have 
been the base of their polit ical power, 
for a work schedule in the mines which 
would leave them free to participate in 
the mass on Sunday. 

The comparative youth of the Polish 
population is the second reality neces
sary to be understood . It is probabl y 
the youngest work force in Europe. In 
any case , 70% of the population is 
under 35 years of age. The average age 
of the workers in the Gdansk Lenin 
Ship Yards , the center of the strike 
which led to the independent unions, 
is only 25 years of age. The new 
leaders of Sol idarnosc, Lech Walensa, 
is 38 years old . Thus you have the 
usual dynamic found in more youthful 
populations of demand for more rapid 
soc ial change . The improved educa
tion of the working class provided by a 
socialist state is also relevant here. It is 
these young, well-educated workers 
who are now demanding participation 
in the decision-making processes 
which affect their lives. 

A third reality is the precarious 
economic situation in Poland . In the 
decade of the 70's, the Gierek regime 
sought a very rapid industrial expan
sion. They were under the necessity of 
creating mi I lions of new jobs for those 
born in the post World War II popula
tion boom , if the socialist promise of 
full employment was to be kept. They 
also had to try to satisfy the growing 
demand in the Polish population for 
more of the consumer goods which an 
industrial ized society was supposed to 
provide. The result was an attempt at a 
rate of expansion beyond their techni-
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cal capacities, largely on the basis of 
borrowed foreign capital. The fi rst half 
of the decade from 1970-75 went fairl y 
well . But inflation of energy costs and 
recession in the West in the latter half 
of the decade meant they cou Id not 
repay borrowed capital by selling 
goods in the West as they had planned . 
The result is a foreign debt of more 
than $20 billion and a 50% deficit in 
international trade . Some factories 
begun 8 to 10 years ago are not yet in 
production . A much larger proportion 
of some other production must then be 
designated for export. Cut backs on 
essential imports such as medicines 
were instituted . For the f irst time in 
decades, a Poland accustomed to 
eating wel I faced shortages of certain 
foods-butter, sugar, meat, even po
tatoes. 

These severe economic d ifficulties 
caused great dissatisfact ion with the 
leadership of their government and the 
Communist Party-a phenomenon 
ent irely similar to what Jimmy Carter 
and the Democratic Party faced in the 
USA at the same time. In the latter half 
of the 70's, the Gierek government 
seemed to lose its capacity for realistic 
adjustment to the growing economic 
crisis. This fault was compounded by 
the ever larger incomes and privileges 
of many of the leaders, drawn from the 
vast flow of expansion capital entering 
the economy. While the wages of 
teachers, dentists and even medical 
doctors stayed in the range of 3-5 ,000 
zloties per month , it is reported that 
some top governmental officials 
awarded themselves 100,000 zls. per 
month , plus in some cases almost 
unlimited expense accounts . Control 
over so large a flow of new investment 
led even to some instances of outright 
corruption. The indictments of some 
former officials · are now before the 
Polish courts . The truth that power 
tends to corrupt, and absolute power 
tends to corrupt absolutel y, has been 
recognized again . Thus the emer
gence of the independent unions as a 
new means of democratic pub I ic 
control is fully understandable. It has 
been matched in part by a more openl y 
expressed , critical spirit in the whole 
society , reflected in the parliament, 
the journalists, the un iversities and the 
church. 

The Role of the Churches 

What has been the role of the 
churches in these dynamic events? 
Given the religious character of Po
land, th is question becomes practical
ly, but not quite entirely, one of the 
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role of the Roman Catholic Church . 
The answer must distinguish various 
levels . At the parish level , the church 
has direct access to three-quarters of 
the population , including the working 
class. The people look trustingly to the 
church for information not distorted by 
censorship , and for the best expression 
of Polish public opinion. Sometimes 
the perspective in some parishes, in 
my opinion, is too conservative and 
even reactionary . But fortunately , it 
also is increasi ngly formed by the best 
of Catholic social thought as expressed 
in John XXlll ' s Pacem in Terris and 
Vatican Council ll 's Caudium et Spes. 
Pastoral work in previous workers ' 
strikes also has given some parishes 
direct influence in recent events . The 
parishes in Gdansk, for instance, had 
served the families of the workers 
killed and injured in the strike of 1970 
so well that their priests , of course, 
were looked to for pastoral counsel 
during the momentous events of 1980. 

The episcopate of the Roman Cath
olic Church , and especially its pri
mate, Cardinal Stephan Wyszynski , 
has great spiritual , moral and social 
influence. The bishops have dealt with 
issues of social justice and human 
rights in Polish society on the basis of 
theological principle many times. On 
the tenth anniversary of Pacem in 
Terris in 1973, they held an important 
symposium on the realization of 

human rights as a necessary condition 
of both domestic and international 
peace . Among others, the right of all 
persons to participate in public life was 
stressed: " A person must not be a 
merely passive object of the govern
ment, but must be the active element 
of the social life." They took up no 
new theme, then , when the Main 
Council of the Episcopate met in 
spec ial session during the crisis on 
August 26, 1980. Both the people and 
the government knew the church was 
speaking with an authentic voice 
when the episcopate called for: 1) an 
atmosphere of peace and internal 
order; 2) " honest dialogue" between 
elected strike committees and the 
government; 3) an acceptance of the 
right of workers to organize indepen
dent unions, based on Section 68 of 
Caudium et Spes where Vatican 
Council II had taught : " Among the 
basic rights of the human persons must 
be counted the right of freely founding 
labor unions ... (and) taking part 
freely in the activity of these unions 
without risk of reprisal. " It was no 
great su rpri se that these teachings 
became almost a prescription for the 
reality that unfolded , and that Cardinal 
Wyszi nski 's radio address to the nation 
stressi ng the workers' right to inde
pendent unions, w hile at the same 
time calling for non-violent negotia
tion, moderation in demands, and the 

need for new work discipline carried 
great influence . The pastoral letter 
from the bishops read in all parishes on 
December 14, two days before the 
tenth anniversary of the day of vio
lence of the 1970 strike, also carried 
the same balance between support for 
change and responsible moderation . 

At the highest level , one should also 
recognize the indirect influence of 
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla 's election in 
1978 as Pope John Paul II. There were, 
of course, the immediate religious 
results of increased participation in the 
mass and increased priestly vocations . 
But there was also a heightened 
national identity and pride, coupled 
with an increased readiness to exercise 
the right to freedom of speec h. The 
papal visit to Poland in 1979 united the 
society in a way that had not been true 
for a long time. Even leading members 
of the party participated in these 
celebrations . Moreover, the self-disci
pline of the people in creating and 
ordering events involving hundreds of 
thousands of persons, in the face of 
very limited government cooperation , 
convinced the people of their capacity 
to organize on a large scale . In 
Warsaw, for instance, there were 
10,000 " public militia " made up of 
church laity who controlled the vast 
crowds during the papal visit. Just as 
there was no violence during the papal 
visit of 1979, there was no violence 
during the massive strikes of 1980-in 
happy contrast to the tragic violence 
marking the strikes of 1956 and 1970. 
One of the fascinating statistics related 
to these events is the 30% decrease in 
the use of alcohol in Poland during the 
two months of the str ikes. To keep the 
strikes well ordered, the strikers for
bade themselves any alcohol. To 
know the drinking habits of the aver
age Polish worker is to know what a 
strenuous exercise in self-discipline 
that was, and what a sign of new hope 
and meaning in daily life. There is a 
new form of ve ry deep national pride 
in Poland , expressed in stronger forms 
of self and social discipline, and the 
teaching and communal life of the 
church has contributed much to it. 

Th e Orthodox and Protestant 
churches embrace so small a minority 
of the present Polish population that 
their social influence can only be very 
small . Approximately 3% of the peo
ple are in non-Roman Catholic 
churches , the most important eight of 

(left) A priest talks with 
Lech Walensa during the 
Gdansk negotiations. 



wh ich are covenanted together in the 
Pol ish Ecumenical Counc il . Perhaps 
their most important contribution to 
the emergence of greater democracy 
in Poland is the ir interpretation of its 
meaning in other nations, both east 
and west. The ir direct ties to the World 
Council of Churches and the Christian 
Peace Conference provide important 
channels . For instance, after the Ger
man Democratic Republic (East Ger
many) closed its Polish border, a 
representative of the Polish Ecumeni
cal Council , inv ited to a regional 
meeting of the Christian Peace Confer-

urged the necessi ty of moral renewal 
in speak ing the tru th dialogically to 
each other if Poland 's severe prob lems 
were to be solved peacefu I ly and 
justl y. None of these three organiza
tions are direct express ions of the 
institutional church , but all of them 
stand in relation to the church. 

Promise and Peril of Democracy 

It is, of course , the Communist Party 
of Poland that contin ues to hold almost 
all the instruments of political power in 
its hands . But it must balance its power 
against and w ith the social power of 

''The promise of more 
domestic peace, based 

on greater justice 
achieved through 
more democratic 

participation, is real 
in Poland just now.'' 

ence, became one of the few Po lish the church and the social and eco-
citizens able to cross that border and nomic power of the new union , on the 
interpret the meaning of the continu- one hand , and the pervasi ve military 
ing developments in Po land to fellow and economic power of the Soviet 
Protestants in this neighbori ng east- Union , on the other . One of the 
bloc country. Given the irrational fears current jokes in Poland deals with the 
sometimes ideo logicall y created , such difficu It job of Mr . Kania , the new First 
an interpretation is no small service. Secretary of the Communist Party, 

The last mode of churc h relation to who must simultaneously convince 
these events to be noted is through the the Polish people that they reall y now 
three organizations w hich mediate have independent unions, while con-
between church and state in Poland- vi ncing the leaders of the Soviet Union 
Pax , Znak, and the Christian Social that they do not. 
Associati on. Znak is made up of Mr. Kania was the party secretary in 
autonomous clubs of Catholic intel - the Gierek government who most 
lectuals, now grouped into " Old directly controlled the army and the 
Znak" and " Parliamentary Znak." police. It is said that while there were 
Some of the leaders of Old Znak, led other members of the Politburo who 
by Mr. Mazowiecki , are major advi- advocated the use of force against the 
sors to the leadership of the new strikers, he always stood reso lutel y for 
union. Mr. Reiff, the president of Pax, a policy of settlement through nego-
has reiterated in parliament since the tiations. His policy preva iled , but as 
strikes their proposal that Poland be the new leader he faces a difficult task 
officiall y recognized as an ideologi- of consolidating a yet deeply divided 
cal ly pluralistic state. The chairman of party . We al I know that it is not easy for 
the Christian Social Association, Mr. those accustomed to command to 
Morauski, inaTVaddressontheeveof learn to negotiate. There is st ill much 
A ll Saints Day, analyzed the break internal disagreement in the party as to 
down of trust in the Polish society and w hat the new sty le , policies and 
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program shou Id be. Perhaps the one 
element that could surely trigger a 
Soviet invasion wou ld be their con
viction that the Poli sh party had 
become internall y too weak to be 
capab le of governing. The question 
remains open as to whether the 
emergence of the new, independent 
unions wi 11 lead to the democratiza
tion of the Communist Party in Poland . 
But the promise of suc h a possibility is 
there . 

What is promi se to some, however, 
constitutes a threat to others. The 
German Democratic Republic has 
closed its Polish border, and Czecho
slovak ia vi rtuall y has done so, to 
iso late their soc ieties at least temporar
i ly from so dangerous a development. 
(Although there probabl y also are 
economic reasons, given the current 
shortage of consumer goods in Po
land). And the armies of the Soviet 
Union sit 100 kms. away, while its 
official press lays down a propaganda 
barrage against the danger of inde
pendent unions. Yet it appears that the 
leaders of the Soviet Union know that 
they must leave the solution of this 
Polish crisis to Polish leaders. It should 
be remembered that unlike East Ger
many in 1953 , Hungary in 1956 and 
Czechoslovakia in 1968, Soviet troops 
have never been sent against Poland in 
either 1956 or 1970. 

Poland has a remarkable history in 
the last 35 years of keeping a demo
cratic evo lution of their socialist so
ciety on track while maintaining its 
basic alliance with the superpower on 
its eastern border . The dynamic of this 
evolution arises from the national 
patriotism of its communist party 
meeting the prudent use of the social 
power of the church in the context of 
the basic Christian faith of the Polish 
people . The evolution has not been 
easy, and has not been able to proceed 
in a straight line . It has been much 
enhanced by the atmosphere of de
tente si nce the Helsinki Agreement. 
Many have suffered , and perhaps 
many sti 11 shal I have to . But the 
promise of more domestic peace, 
based on greater justice, achieved 
through more democratic participa
tion is real in Poland just now. For that 
all Christians and persons of good will 
everywhere shou Id be gratefu I. • 

James Will is professor of systematic 
theology and director of the Peace and 
Justice Center at Garrett-Evangelical Theo
logical Seminary. This article is published 
in cooperation with The Christian Century. 
Copyright The Christian Century Founda
tion . 
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Profile of 
a Polish Protestant 

I n contrast to some Americans who 
have indulged in rather extrava
gant rhetoric about revo-

lutionizing society when not much 
was actually happening, Zdzislaw 
Pawlik speaks with careful restraint 
about a movement bringing profound 
change to his country and offering a 
potential for even wider influence. 

Pawlik is a Baptist minister who 
serves as general secretary of the 
Polish Ecumenical Council, which 
includes the Orthodox Church, Polish 
National Church (Old Catholic), 
Mariavite Church (a Roman Catholic 
offshoot) and five Protestant churches: 
Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, Bap
tist and United Gospel, the latter a 
federation of Brethren, Pentecostal 
and other groups. 

All these churches combined repre
sent a constituency small in relation to 
the 90 per cent or more of the Poles 
who are Roman Catholic. But Pawlik 
contends that the Council churches 
hold the respect of the nation and play 
a significant role in national life. 

He was interviewed while in New 
York for a January 28-29 meeting of the 
Church World Service (CWS) Com
mittee, which was highlighting partici
pation of the Polish Council with 
CWS, the Ecumenical Counci I of Cuba 
and Canadian and West German 
churches in development aid to Kam
puchea. Some Committee members 
also took the occasion to get a 
firsthand report on the Polish situation 
during a discussion over lunch. 

A "Purifying" of Society 

Pawlik spoke of recent events as a 
"tremendous reforming movement" 
and a "purifying" of all sectors of 
Polish society. He said the churches of 
the Ecumenical Council, like the 
Roman Catholic bishops, looked with 

Tracy Early 

sympathy on this "renewal move
ment" and supported it, while en
couraging "discipline." 

But as for where Poland was head
ing and the long range objectives, 
Pawlik confined himself to observing 
that things were "still in process" and 
that it was "difficult to say" what the 
outcome might be. The only remarks 
that could be considered predictions 
were negative: the Poles were not 
trying to change their basic socialist 
system in a desire to reestablish 

"I do not think any nation 
today can have total 

independence .... The proper 
word now for a// of us is 

interdependence." 

patterns of the past, and Poles would 
not, in the nature of things could not, 
change their basic relationship with 
the neighboring countries. 

In appearance, Pawlik could easily 
pass for an American church execu
tive. A 52-year-old man of medium 
height and build, wearing glasses, he 
dresses in the normal business suit or 
conservative jacket and slacks. He is 
clean shaven, and his hair, retreating 
above his forehead, is allowed to grow 
just slightly long in back. He has 
visited the United States often, and his 
English, one of several languages he 
uses regularly in his work, is good 
enough for him to handle public 
speeches, interviews and group dis
cussions with considerable ease. 

Awareness of Limits 

In harmony with his appearance, 
Pawlik shows the natural caution of a 
responsible executive. He did not 
appear to feel any great fear of reprisal 

from government authorities, but he 
showed a serious awareness of the 
limits within which Poland had to 
move. 

"The instinct of centuries tells us we 
must defend our freedom and also take 
into account the geopolitical reality," 
he said. "Poles are noted for their hot 
temperament, but during the difficult 
discussions last year there was a very 
disciplined attitude on the part of all." 

In connection with the emphasis on 
discipline, he reported that vodka 
consumption went down during that 
period. It has been a "very sober" 
movement, he said. 

"We were of course conscious of 
the possibility of being visited by 
guests, or tourists we might call them, 
because there were some prece
dents," he said. "If we act according to 
uncontrolled emotions, there will be 
bloodshed; we are not Czechs. And 
the bloodshed would not be limited to 
Poland. I'm sure Big Brother thinks 
about it very seriously. If not, he would 
have acted already." 

The strike of Polish university stu
dents against required courses in 
Marxism had just erupted at the time of 
Pawlik's visit, and he expressed reluc
tance to comment on it. But he said 
those courses in any event concerned 
only academic study, and that Poland 
had not been subjected to Marxist 
propaganda against religion. Whether 
Poland was reacting against Marxism 
depended, he said, on which of the 
various interpretations of Marxism was 
in view. 

Pawlik said socialism is "generally 
accepted" in Poland, and he inter
preted the events that began with 
Gdansk workers striking for indepen
dent unions last August not as a revolt 
against socialism but as an attempt to 
overcome "some deformations" of 
socialism. 
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"The instinct of centuries tells us we must 
defend our freedom and also take Into account 
the 1eopolltical reality . ... Durin1 the difficult 

discussions last year there was a very disciplined 
attitude on the part of all." 

"Many good things have been done 
in the past," Pawlik said. Discussing 
the meaning of socialism for Poland, 
he talked about such government 
programs as virtually eliminating the 
widespread illiteracy of pre-war Po
land and offering higher education to 
all qualified students-"everyone 
with oil in their heads." To him, 
socialism also means medical care for 
everyone at low cost, and in a general 
sense "equal rights for al I." 

Equal Rights for All Churches 

In the religious sector, it means 
equal rights for all churches. "Before 
the war, the Catholic Church was the 
state church, the Lutheran and Ortho
dox churches were recognized and the 
others were barely tolerated," he said . 
"Now all churches are equal, and on 
such things as exemption from military 
service for seminarians, our churches 
are treated like the others." 

As a parallel point, also negative, 
Pawlik emphasized that Poland could 
not break its alliances with the Soviet 
Union and other countries of the 
Warsaw Pact. It is not merely that these 
countries would crush any attempt at 
withdrawal, but Poles feel their securi
ty against a repetition of the 1939 
German invasion requires the present 
structure of alliances. Noting the 
westward shift of Polish borders after 
World War II, Pawlik explained, "We 
hear many people in West Germany 
would like to 'correct' the borders 
again." And he said Poles learned 
from their sad experience of 1939 not 
to rely on promises of help from the 
outside world . 

Pawlik nonetheless cited improving 
relations with the German people as 
an example of the Ecumenical Coun-

were not satisfied with this, " he said. 
" So the Ecumenical Council started 

contacts with the Evangelical Church 
in West Germany. This led to the West 
German churches preparing a memo
randum in 1965 that for the first time 
spoke of the right of the Polish people 
to live in secure borders. 

"This was at a time when no West 
German politician could dare to say 
something like that. And then in 1970 
when Willy Brandt signed the treaty 
with Poland, the foreign ministers of 
both countries recognized the role of 
the Polish Ecumenical Council." 

Pawlik said the Council also main
tained contact with East German 
churches and with churches in the 
Soviet Union. He acknowledged that 
some unfriendly acts of the Russians 
were remembered, but he said a more 
important factor was the sacrifice of 
400,000 Russian lives in Poland dur
ing the war, leaving the continuing 
reminder of Russian graves all over 
Poland . 

"Hitler destroyed the six million 
Jews, and if he had had a few more 
years he would have exterminated the 
Polish nation," Pawlik said. "So we 
greeted the Russian liberation of our 
country as a real liberation. Russians 
also belong to the same family of 
Slavic nations as the Poles, and when 
we visit them on the private level we 
are among friends." 

He said that the Ecumenica l Council 
arranged significant exchanges of del
egations with the Russian churches, 
and this led in the 1960s to the 
historical first of a Russian Orthodox 
prelate, Metropolitan Filaret of Kiev, 
preaching in a Polish Lutheran church . 

No Total Independence 

ci I's ability to play a significant role Do Poles feel Russian domination 
despite its small size. "There was a compromises their national indepen-
saying that as long as the world existed dence? "I do not think any nation 
the Poles and the Germans would not today can have total independence," 
be brothers, but we in the churches Pawlik replied. "Even the United 
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States could not do anything when 
OPEC created the oil crisis . A few 
years ago it would have been enough 
to send warships, but now it is not 
possible. The proper word now for all 
of us is interdependence. " 

As with the pol itical situation, Paw
lik remained cautious about assessing 
the significance of the first Polish 
pope. But he reported that while still 
serving in Krakow, Cardinal Karol 
Wojtyla had shown a spirit of ecu
menical cooperation . He was among 
the Roman Catholic bishops, Pawlik 
said, who made their largest churches 
available for the use of evangelist Billy 
Graham, br.ought to Poland by the 
Baptist Union in 1978, just prior to 
Wojtyla's election as pope. (Graham 
had a two-hour visit with Pope John 
Paul II this past January 12, shortly 
after receiving honorary doctorates 
from two Protestant seminaries in 
Eastern Europe, the Christian Theolog
ical Academy of Warsaw and tile 
Theological Academy of Debrecin, 
Hungary.) 

Pawlik was born in southern Po
land, near Krakow, to a Baptist couple 
who were converts from Catholicism. 
"My father had a carpentry shop and 
taught Sunday school in the Baptist 
church, " he said. " One day a priest 
told a girl attending the Sunday school, 
' I studied at the university, but instead 
of taking religious instruction from me 
you are going to study with a carpen
ter, aren't you?' She said, 'Yes, a 
carpenter from Nazareth.' " 

Today, the ecumenical situation in 
Poland has reached the point, Pawlik 
said , that it became the country where 
Graham preached his evangelistic 
message in a Catholic church for the 
first time. " They even let us use our 
Baptist pulpits in their churches, " he 
said . " Most Catholic pulpits are small, 
but Billy Graham needs more room, so 
we brought in our own." • 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributor. 



The Boothbay Region Fish and Cold Storage is a cooperative helping to revive the fishing and 
cooperative business. 

Yankee Ingenuity Helps Fight Hunger 

What do ropes and plastic tubing 
dangling in the cold water of a Maine 
cove have to do with the church? Or a 
lobsterman setting his traps in the 
fog-bound dawn, or a sheepherder 
playing midwife to an unhappy ewe all 
night, or an elderly woman mournfully 
surveying the last few logs on her 
woodpile? 

The answer is that they're all part of 
or touched by Maine's Coastal Enter
prises, Inc ., one of eighteen alternative 

Elaine Magalis 

domestic hunger projects designated 
by the National Council of Churches. 
CEI is interested in economic growth 
that emphasizes local control and 
ownership of industry, and meaning
ful employment for the greatest num
ber of people. Through carefully re
searched studies, through workshops 
and experimentation with applied 
technologies, with grants and loans 
and leveraging new financing for small 
entrepreneurs, CEI has become a 

significant force in the state of Maine in 
only a few years. 

Ever since a study by the Nationa l 
Center for Economic Alternat ives 
found that Maine was the poorest state 
in the country-after cost of living 
adjustments-people in Maine have 
been arguing with the conclusion . 
However, even Yankee pride must 
admit that the poor are there-in the 
picturesque fish ing villages, in the 
green farm towns with the wh ite 
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Cf I is ''like a pilot project 
in the combination of 
Protestant work ethic 
and Yankee ingenuity 

that first built 
this country.'' 

steeples pointing up through the trees , 
on the blueberry barrens and in the 
logging camps . 

Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEI) is 
working to improve the commercial 
potenti a I of the natu ra I resources of 
midcoast Maine in a three and a half 
county area . (The excluded half of the 
fourth county is occupied by the state's 
largest city, Portland , and its suburbs.) 
The population of the area is about 
115 ,000; unemployment and un
deremployment are high ; and industry 
based on natural resources-agricul 
ture, fishing and logging-is declin
ing. While the tourist economy is 
continuing to grow, it also contributes 
to the problem, for example, with 
non-resident land ownership. In some 
coastal villages more than 50 percent 
of the property belongs to seasonal 
occupants, summer people from out
of-state. 

About four years ago a United 
Methodist minister working with the 
Community Action Program in the 
midcoast area began investigating 
with other Maine citizens a new and 
exciting alternative for the state's 
fishermen-aquaculture . Ron Philips 
had come to Maine with his wife, a 
native of the state, from New York City 
where he had been on the staff of the 
Board of Global Ministries. 

Thoroughly urbanized, Ron still 
moves at the city's pace-cramming 
too many events into each hour, 
talking and apparently thinking at 
breakneck speed. He's not a man 
anyone would expect to find in the 
business of tending oysters and clams, 
lobstering or truck farming, sheep
herding or logging. But what was one 
small part of CAP, under Ron 's leader
ship grew into an independent Aqua
culture Development Workshop , 
which in turn rapidly developed into a 
many-faceted community develop
ment corporation. 

Since fishing is one of the traditional 
mainstays of Maine's economy, it was 

an obvious place to begin . Pollution, 
poor management and generally de
pleted stocks in two counties had seen 
a 56 percent decline in fish poundage 
since 1963 and a 48 percent drop in 
shellfish poundage since 1969. Clam 
beds were being closed and mussels 
were almost gone. 

Aquaculture a New Industry 

Aquaculture is a new industry in this 
country and still, in many ways, in the 
experimental stage. The Aquaculture 
Development Workshop began in 
1976 to help develop and promote 
low-cost technologies and enable 
small owner-operated and coopera
tive ventures to succeed. In 1978 
ADW organized workshops on oysters 
and mussels, reaching over 100 peo
ple, and by 1979 it had helped 
develop a mussel-processing machine 
and a one-of-a-kind booklet, Crowing 
Oysters and Mussels in Maine. The 
publication has been in demand ever 
since both in this country and around 
the world . 

From its work with the aquaculture 
workshop, CEI learned that money 
was the chief problem for small-scale 
fish farmers. Unlike land farmers who 
will need financing for only one crop a 
year, the aquaculturist's crop can take 
several years before harvest. The 
technology involved also can put 
aquaculture out of the economic reach 
of many potential growers. 

Because it's a young and untried 
industry, private financial sources 
have been unwilling to provide loans 
to entrepreneurs. The Aquaculture 
Development Fund created by CEI has 
helped capitalize a number of aqua
culturists . Money has come to the 
Fund especially from the churches, 
and the National Division of the 
United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries this year made the project 
an Advance Special in the amount of 
$7500. While the church may not be 
able to give large sums, it is willing and 
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able to risk money where other groups 
won 't . In Maine it may be playing a 
major role in the development of a 
U.S. aquaculture industry. 

It's not just aquacu I tu re that interests 
CEI but the revitalization of the fishing 
industry itself, traditionally the prov
ince of small local enterprise, usually 
the individual fisherman . In recent 
years competition from huge foreign 
fishing fleets caused Maine's process
ing facilities to decline until about 80 
percent of the diminishing catch was 
packaged out-of-state. 

With the institution of the 200 mile 
fishing limit and the resulting increase 
in fish caught, the demand for in-state 
processing facilities suddenly re-as
serted itself. Multinational corpora
tions from outside the state are begin
ning to try to fill the need. "CEI would 
like instead to see local ownership," 
says Ron Philips, "and to see profit 
remain in the state to help the local 
economy." 

One of CEl 's most important 
projects is Boothbay Region Fish and 
Cold Storage, a cooperative of 72 local 
fishermen and community residents 
who recently finished constructing 
new docks, freezing and processing 
facilities . The cooperative had lost its 
original plant in a 1978 fire . But 
through CEI it was able to obtain a 
$50,000 federal disaster loan to re
build , a $100,000 line of credit for 
operating expenses, a $275 ,000 con
struction loan guaranteed by the Small 
Business Administration and a $300,-
000 federal grant for new and ex
panded freezer facilities. The result 
may be a tripling of processed fish to 
five million tons annually and an 
increase in employees from 28 before 
the fire to 40 or 45 . 

Currently CEI is working to help 
another similar fishing cooperative on 
the island of Vinalhaven. 

Wood a Favorite Fuel 

Maine is also a state with valuable 
land-based resources, for example, 
wood . But while the midcoast is 75 
percent forested , most of that wood
land is stocked with small , low quality 
trees. The forest has been poorly 
managed by the ~mall woodlot owners 
who own over 97 percent of it. 
They've had no incentive to do other
wise since 90 percent of the local mills 
can take only large and high quality 
logs . 

However, the energy crunch has 
transformed wood into Maine's favor
ite fuel . CEl's focus has been two-fold: 
giving technical assistant to small 
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logger and helping low-income con
sumers gain access to wood fuel. 

Initial meetings with loggers sug
gested that one of the major problems 
was appropriate and inexpensive tech
nology. The least costly processing 
mill machinery had a price tag of 
$50,000 and produced eight to ten 
thousand cords of wood a year. 
Making use of local talent and con
sulting closely with the loggers about 
each detail , the Project created a 
splitter and cutter for $10,000 that it is 
estimated will produce efficiently on a 
small scale three to four thousand 
cords a year. At a fair in Portland the 
machine caused " quite a stir." It will 
be rented out to loggers who in the past 
have been vulnerable to the mills with 
high costs creating sharply reduced 
profits . 

More recently CEI became involved 
in working with VISTA volunteers on a 
survey of the energy needs of low-in
come households. It will be followed 
up by technical and economic assis
tance to people who would like to 
convert to wood heat. Also a revolving 
fund is being established to enable 
low-income families to buy firewood 
when its cost is low in spring and early 
summer, and then repay the fund on 
an installment basis . 

A Farmer's Cooperative 

Fifty years ago the people of Maine 
raised 75 percent of their own food. 
Today they import 75 percent of it from 
out-of-state. Rising transportation 
costs have caused the price to skyrock
et well above the national average. 

Maine farmers are getting together 
to try to open up new local markets for 
their produce. " It's hard for individual 
growers to deal with high volume 
markets, " says Michael. Schaaf, direc
tor of CEl's small farm program. "A 
co-op enables farmers to offer greater 
volume and more consistent supply ." 

CEI began by helping to start farm
ers' markets, eliminating the middle 
man so that the farmer can receive 
more for his product and the consumer 
can spend less. Today there are 
CEl-related farmers' markets in half-a
dozen Maine communities. The Ken
nebec Valley Growers Cooperative 
grew out of the farm market experi
ence when it stimulated its farmer 
members to larger efforts to increase 
their access to local markets. 

The Cooperative started by leasing 
storage space in a barn for vegetab les 
like carrots, squash, cabbage and 
turnips and making them available for 
a winter market. The next year they 

VISTA volunteers planning for an energy survey of low-income households. 

''The energy crunch 
has transformed wood 

into Maine's 
favorite fuel.'' 
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the people of 
Maine raised 
7 5 percent of 

their own food. 
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import 75 
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from 

out-of-state.'' 

bu i It a new storage and processing 
facility. An impressive structure on a 
wooded lot with three 3,000 square 
foot levels and an attached two-story 
solar greenhouse. New sales outlets 
have been discovered , including local 
supermarkets, state institutions and 
schools. The cooperative anticipated 
gross earnings of $150,000 from the 
sale of over one million pounds of 
produce in 1980-81. 

At the turn of the century a million 
sheep roamed the Maine countryside. 
They were not only picturesque, they 
were economically important. But 
today while 80 percent of the lamb 
consumed in the U.S. is to be found on 
tables east of the Mississippi , and 
especially among ethnic groups in the 
big northeastern cities, 95 percent of 
the lamb raised is from the West. 

Sheep raising is not only valuable 
because of the demand for meat in the 
East, but because the increasing cost of 

A new storage and processing facility of the Kennebec Valley Growers Cooperative. 

.• 

petroleum-based synthetic materials 
has meant that wool is again competi
tive. 

In an influential report, CEI provided 
valuable information to sheep raisers 
and at the same time helped bring 
them together to search for solutions to 
their common problems. CEI also has 
provided research and workshops on 
financing, and facilitated the coopera
tive purchase of oats from farmers in 
northern Maine in place of expensive 
out-of-state feeds . 

Discovering CEI is like coming 
across a pilot project in the combina
tion of Protestant work ethic and 
Yankee ingenuity that first built this 
country . It's the church helping men 
and women to reclaim their indepen
dence and pride, to re-create self-sus
taining communities and to feed not 
only themselves again, but others. • 

Elaine Maga/is is a frequent contributor. 
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El Salvador 
-An Exploding ;,·1 . 

Tragedy 
Patrick A. Taran 

In Central Ameri ca, long simmering 
conflict has mushroomed to propor
tions of a major human tragedy. In the 
small , densely-populated country of El 
Sal vador, violent polit ical confl ict has 
reached the dimensions of civ il war. 
More than 10,000 people have been 
killed since the beginning of 1980. 
Over 100,000 people have fled the 
country as refugees and as many as 
half a million more are reported 
displaced inside the country. 

Church Hard Hit 

" The Church in El Salvador has 
shared fully in this suffering, it has 
made unmistakably clear its preferen
tial option for the poor, it has em
braced the pastoral task of accompa
nying the people in their hope, in their 
struggle and in their suffering, and it 
has paid dearly for thi s commitment. " 
In these words, the United States 
Catholic Conference spoke of the 
situation . In March of last year, the 
Archbi shop of San Sal vador, O scar 
Romero, was assassinated by a gun
man while saying mass. Eight priests 
have been murdered in the last year by 
right wing "death squads" which 
promote a slogan , " Be a patriot, kill a 
priest" . And on December 3rd , three 
Catholic sisters and a la y soc ial 
worker, all from the United States, 
were kidnapped, raped , and brutall y 
murdered . 

Church lay activists, both Catholic 
and Protestant, have fared equall y 
badly. Dozens have been murdered , 
others have fled the country. Many 
who remain live w ith the threat of 
death over their daily lives. Churches 
have been bombed ; the radio station 
operated by the Roman Catholi c 
Church has been dynamited three 
times in the last year. 

While many of these killings and 
attacks have been attributed to-and 
claimed by-right wing paramilitary 

" death squads" , much evidence indi
cates a high degree of involvement by 
the government of El Salvador in the 
overal l vio lence. The vast majo ri ty, 
nearl y ninety percent, of the more than 
9,000 kill ings in 1980 were attributed 
by the Roman Catho lic Archdiocese of 
San Sal vador to acti ons of government 
troops or of right wi ng pa ram i I itary 
groups. As Dr. Clai re Randall, General 
Secretary of the Nati onal Counci l of 
Churches, and Dr. J Harry Hai nes, 
Chai rman of Church World Service, 
po inted out in a letter to President 
Carte r fo l lowi ng the murder of the four 
Ameri can women, " Thi s pattern of 
vio lence is yet further ev idence of the 
compl icity if not outright participation 
of the Sa lvadorean Government in 
w hat one Salvadorean chu rch officia l 
called 'a war of extermi nation agai nst 
the Sa lvadorean peop le"' . 

Repression 

Indeed, in the countryside, the 
Salvadorean military has ca rri ed out 
major offensives aga inst peasant orga
nizations and against growing armed 
guerrilla opposition . Tactics have in
cluded " routinely killing suspected 
sympathi sers, burning houses, slaugh
tering farm animals and making off 
w ith provisions, leaving tne survivors 
little choice other than to leave, in 
search of food if not peace" , as 
reported by Mac Lea n's, Canada' s 
major weekly news magaz ine. The 
magazine went on to note in the 
November 17th arti cle that, "Church 
sources estimate that there are some 
500,000 displaced persons in the 
country" . 

An estimated 75,000 Sa lvadoreans 
dri ven from their homes were con
centrated in the northwestern prov
ince of Morazan, accordi ng to mis
sionaries in the country. Press, churc ~ 
and relief agencies have been intimi
dated from reaching the area by 

Sa lvadorean mi lita ry authorities. The 
Amer ican nuns slai n in December had 
been attempting to help refugees leave 
Morazan. Th e refugees , mostly 
women, children and elderly persons, 
are reportedly suffering severely from 
lack of food and medical care . 

Refugees 

More than 100,000 refugees had 
already fled El Salvador by the end of 
1980, most of them to neighboring 
countri es in Central America and 
Mexico. In mid-November, an esti
mated 35,000 were in Mexico while 
over 16,000 were known to be in 
Honduras by the United Nations High 
Commissioner on Refugees (UN HCR). 
The UN HCR's Central America officer 
and other relief agency officials in the 
area be lieve that thi s refugee crisis wil I 
soon swell to several times the dimen
sions of the 1979 exodus of 100,000 
Nicaraguans duri ng the anti-Somoza 
insurrection. 

Condi tions faced by these refugees 
are terrib le. Reporti ng on a group of 
350 refugees in Hondu ras, a church 
officia l there wrote: 
" It was our impression that the situa
tion of the La Estancia refugees was a 
deplorab le one. Refugees housing, 
even though temporary, was abomina
ble. Many were sleeping in plastic 
Ii ned " housettes" with roofs only 
some three feet in height, that campe
si nos (peasants) genera ll y used for the 
protection of pigs . They were sleeping 
in these housettes, but directl y on the 
grou nd, wi thout cardboard or mat
tresses, much too small for the use of 
cots . Th is bui lding used for storage 
was very nearly empty, with not 
enough food for another 24 hours. ,, 

Even the I ives of refugees in neigh
boring countries , especially Honduras 
and Guatema la, are not safe. A church 
relief group operating in Honduras 
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reported in October that: 
The Organ iza tion of American 

States (OAS) has been collecting the 
names of all refugees, ostensibly for 
government registrat ion . But there 
have been six incidents in w hich 
individuals have subsequently been 
picked up by Salvadorean National 
Guard or O RDEN members crossing 
into Honduran territory. All have 
dissappeared. 

The church people maintain there is 
a great col laboration on the part of the 
Honduran, Salvadorean and OAS mil
itary in violation of the human rights of 
all the refugees of the zone. 

Recent news reports in the Mexican 
newspapers and in the New York 
Times indicate that Salvadorean refu
gees in Mexico face harrassment, 
extortion , imprisonment and even 
deportation back to El Salvador by 
Mexican immigration officials and the 
police. 

Refugee Unwelcome in the U.S. 

Despite the situat ion in their home
land , Salvadoreans who enter this 
cou ntry without proper visas or w ho 
overstay visas are sti 11 subject to 
deportation proceed ings 

Towards the end of the vio lent 
insurrection in Nicaragua in 1979, 
Nicaraguan citizens in the United 
States w ere granted what is termed 
" extended voluntary departure" status 

by the U.S. government. This is a 
special temporary extensi on of depar
ture time " for an individual alien or 
groups of aliens when compelli ng 
humanitarian factors render deporta
tion unconscionable". Those w ho 
receive this status are also entitled to 
receive work authorizations and ce r
tain government benefits . 

As far back as Apri l 29th, 1980, a 
group of twenty-four members of 
Congress wrote to then-acting Secre
tary of State Warren Christopher to 
request that he " advise the attorney 
general and commissioner of im mi
gration to halt the deportation of 
Salvadorean nationals unti l stabi li ty 
returns to that suffering cou ntry". 
However, w hi le the " extended volun
ta ry departure" status has agai n si nce 
been renewed for Nicaraguans despite 
relative calm in their country-bene
fi tt ing prima rily ex-Somoza national 
guard so ldiers who fled to this country 
after Somoza's downfal I-the statu s 
had yet to be authorized for Salva
doreans as of the end of 1980. 

Persistent reports have c irc ulated for 
months that the United States has been 
pressu ring Mexico behind the scenes 
to keep Salvadoreans away from tow ns 
near the U .S. border. Indeed, untold 
numbers of Sa lvado rean refugees are 
apparently tryi ng to get to and into the 
United States in search of safer haven . 
G rowing numbers of Guatemal ans, 
facing simi lar circumstances in their 

Salvadoreans fleeing the village of San Jose rest on the road. 

cou ntry, are doing li kewise. Sa lva
doreans and Guatemalans, however, 
are not bei ng adm itted to this country 
as refugees. Few visas of any other type 
are ava il able to them. W ith no other 
alternative, these refugees are at
tem pting to enter the U .S . "without 
inspection" as the U .S. Immigration 
and Natural ization Serv ice (INS) offi 
c iall y terms i llegal entry. Sal vadoreans 
numbered f ifteen percent of the " ille
ga ls apprehended recentl y by the INS. 
A few have not been even so fortunate . 
Early last Ju ly, th irteen Salvadoreans 
were found dead from thirst and heat 
in the Arizona desert by the U .S. 
Border Patrol . 

A Distorted Vision 

There has been little coverage of thi s 
burgeon ing tragedy in the new s media 
in the Un ited States. What l ittle there 
has been has broadcast a confused , 
contrad ictory, even d istorted v ision of 
th is neighboring nation of El Salvador. 
The v iolence appears to be senseless, a 
bloody, ind iscr iminate w ar between 
" extrem ists" of right and left w ith no 
explanation of w hat these " right" and 
"left" are . The government, on the 
other hand, has been portrayed in 
television and new spaper stories as a 
" moderate", reform ist ci v ilian-mili
tary government tryi ng to save the 
country from utter chaos, with eco
nom ic and military support from the 
United States which sees the regime as 
the onl y vi able alternat ive for the 
country and for U. S. national security 
concerns. 

But is all this indeed the case? 
El Salvador is the smallest of Central 

America's f ive republics . It is a country 
about the si ze of Massachusetts, with a 
population of fi ve mill ion . Coffee and 
cotton , rather than bananas, are the 
mainstays of this " banana republic ." 

The country has been ruled since 
1932 by a continuous succession of 
dictatorial military regimes, in fact the 
world 's record for the longest military 
dictatorship in modern times. These 
regimes have been allied with the 
oligarchy known as " the fourteen 
fam i I ies", the tw o percent of the 
population w hich controls sixty per
cent of the land and most of the 
agricultura l export product ion , El Sal
vador's major economic act ivity. 

While this feudal ol igarchy has 
enriched itsel f through coffee, cotton 
and unfettered exploitation , most of 
the country's population has been 
fo rced to I ive in abject poverty. 
Malnutrition , high infant mortality, 
i lli teracy and earl y death are the way 
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of life for the peasants of El Salvador 
who comprise over sixty percent of the 
country 's five million people. 

Opposition to this social order has 
long been registered . In 1932, the 
desperate conditions compounded by 
the Depression provoked a peasant 
upri si ng. Before it actually began , the 
army moved , staging a coup and in a 
matter of weeks , 30,000 peasants 
were massacred, four percent of the 
country's populat ion. Persons with 
Indian features were particularil y sin
gled out for extermination . 

The 48-year success ion of military 
regimes ended wi th the October, 1979 
coup d'etat which brought to power a 
new government prom isi ng reforms 
and headed by a joint civilian-military 
executive body or " junta". The new 
junta, however, failed in its attempts to 
find a middle ground between the 
majority of the population demanding 
changes and the tiny but powerful 
minority opposing even the most 
minimal reforms. The line that divided 
the moderates in the junta from the 
military hard-l iners all but disap
peared in early 1980 as the govern
ment mi litary and security forces 
intensified repression against the pop
ulace . 

While images in the press in this 
country have continued to identify 
both " extremes" of right and left as 
independent instigators of violence 
intent on destroying the so-called 
" reformist moderate middle", volumi
nous documentation to the contrary 
exists. Th is documentation, much of it 
meticulously gathered by the legal aid 
office of the Archbishop of San Salva
dor, " negated the myth of the junta's 
distance from official repression " , 
according to Rev . William Wipfler, 
head of the Human Rights office of the 
National Council of Churches. In a 
recent article on El Salvador, Dr. 
Wiplfler went on to note further that 
the documentation " established that 
the violence on the right was perpe
trated largely by official security forces 
often working in conjunction with the 
proscribed pa ram i I itary organ ization 
ORDE ; that the victims were princi
pally unarmed civilians; that deaths 
caused by the left were generall y the 
result of armed confrontations be
tween security forces and guerrillas; 
and that the proportion of deaths 
attributable to " right' and " left" was 
ten to one." 

Furthermore, there are far more than 
guerri Ila groups among the " left" 
opposition to the government in El 
Salvador . An ecumenical fact-finding 

Since 1932 
El Salvador has 
been ruled by 
a continuous 
succession of 

military regimes. 

mission representing Roman Catholic 
and Protestant institutions in the Unit
ed States, including the ational 
Council of Churches, vis ited El Salva
dor last March. The mission, among 
numerous findi ngs, " found evidence 
of significant support for popular 
organizations oppo~ed to the present 
junta. These organizations are in a 
process of forming coalitions with 
polit ical parties and groups represent
ing profess ional s and technicians, 
small and med ium businesspeople, 
church groups and other sectors, and 
they have presented an outline of a 
government program ." 

That opposition coalesced into the 
broad based " Frente Democratico 
Revolucionario ", the Democratic 
Revolutionary Front, last Apr i l. Fi ve of 
the coalitions top leaders were ab
ducted and killed last November 28th 
by a rightist param i litary group backed 
by 200 government troops . 

U.S.-Supported Salvadorian 
Regime 

The United States government has 
supported the civilian-military re
gimes si nce the coup of 1979 with 
economic and military aid and with 
both civ ili an and military advisors. 
Following the brutal murders of the 
Amer ican missionaries, new officia l 
aid was temporaril y suspended . 

The ational Counc il of Churches 
and many other organizations hav~ 
gone on record opposing U .S. aid and 
support to the government of El 
Salvador. In the May, 1980 resolution 
on El Salvador, the Govern ing Board of 
the Council urged " the U.S. govern
ment to halt all ass istance to the 
military and pol ice of El Salvador, ... 
to guarantee that it would not inter
ve ne directly or covertly to determine 
the fate of the Sal vadorean people, 

. and to seek to respond positi vel y 
to the popular forces emerging in El 
Salvador". These concerns were rei
terated in a December 5th letter to 
President-e lect Reagan by Dr. Randall 

and Dr. Haines . The ir letter concluded 
by expressing the hope that the new 
administration wou Id " reflect the 
concerns expressed by our Governing 
Board " . 

Relief Efforts Underway 

International relief effo rts to aid the 
victims of the repression and civil strife 
in El Salvador and the refugees fleeing 
the country are now underwa y. 
Church World Serv ice , the relief and 
development arm of the National 
Council of Churches, is engaged in 
major emergency assistance programs 
in El Salvador in conjunction with the 
World Council of Churches and local 
ecumenical agencies . CWS contrib
uted more than $150,000 in 1980 for 
projects supplying food , clot hing , 
shelter, medical care and transport to 
displaced pea sa nts and providing 
medical equipment and medi cines to 
rural communities. Catholic Relief 
Services and other vo luntary agencies 
are involved in similar efforts . 

The United ations High Commis
sioner on Refugees has begun to 
organize and support rel ief operations 
for Salvadorean refugees in several 
Central Amerc ian nations. U.S .-based 
voluntary agencies, includ ing Catho
lic Re lief Services, Church World 
Serv ice, World Relief and others, have 
alread y been working for man y 
months through the ir colleague agen
cies in Central America to provi de 
food , clothing, she lter and other ne
cessities for the rap id ly growing num
ber of refugees in the region . 

These efforts , however, are just a 
beginning; far more is needed. Funds 
are need ed to support t he relief 
programs already underway. Advo
cacy is necessary to assure the rights 
and safety of refugees from El Salva
dor, particularl y those here in the 
United States, regard less of how they 
arrived . And fi nall y, the si tuat ion 
creating the refugees must be ad
dressed. 

The new administration needs to be 
kept aware of the concerns reflected 
by the CC resolution opposi ng aid to 
the repressi ve government in El Salva
dor and opposing any direct or covert 
U.S. intervention in that country . The 
government of thi s country must hear 
and reflect " the w ill of the people" if a 
major conflagration is to be avo ided in 
Central America. • 

Patrick A. Taran is consultant for Latin 
American and Caribbean Refugee Con
cerns to Church World Service. 
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An Interview with 

Peter 
Zwelibanzi 
Magubane 

Ana E. Martinez 

Magubane, as his friends call him, is 
African . He is also a photographer, an 
internationally acclaimed artist who 
for the past twenty five years or so has 
recorded the births, lives and deaths of 
children living in the townships of 
South Africa . Probably the most fa
mous of all townships is that of 
Soweto, near Johannesburg, where 
the pressures caused by injustice, 
poverty and racism finally exploded in 
the summer of 1976 in what came to 
be known as the Soweto Riots. 

Magubane was there during the riots 
but his visual recording of life in the 
townships started in the mid-fifties. 
" Faces of Soweto" , his most recent 
exhibit, is now on tour in the United 
States. The faces are those of children, 
their world , their fantasies , their 
games. Through their youthful expres
sions, Magubane tells the story of 
oppression, the injustices caused by 
the apartheid system and the plight of 
living in a country where Blacks are 
considered to be non-citizens. 

" I wanted to be a photojournalist 
and the only way to get into it at that 
time was to use whatever means one 
could . The only means I had was to 
become a driver for Orum magazine, a 
liberal South African publication for 
Blacks,"he recalls. Magubane drove 
the magazine's truck for three months, 
was then transferred to the photogra
phy department, where he developed 
and did printing, and finally three 
months later was sent on his first 
assignment. 

Magubane is a self-taught photogra
pher. However, by 1957, only a few 
years after he had entered the field he 

was awarded the important South 
African Press Award . He was the first 
Black to ever win it. He recalls how the 
white photographer awarded second 
prize refused to shake his hand. The 
award, given out by an all-white jury, 
made headlines in South African 
newspapers . 

In 1963 he had his first exhibit in 
South Africa and later on that year he 
took " My People", another exhibit, to 
London and Germany. 

His self-discipline has paid off be
cause today Magubane is the most 
important African photographer and 
one of the most respected in i nterna
t ion a I photographic circles. It is 
through his lens that the world has 
become familiar with life in the 
townships of South Africa . His images 
hit your eyes, immediately settling into 
our consciousless, where they make us 
wonder and think about the plight of 
his people. 

In the late sixties Magubane was 
rounded up with 200 other Black 
South Africans and charged with 
plotting to overthrow the government. 
He spent two years in jail of which 
"586 days I spent in solitary confine
ment. When you are detained under 
Section 10 of the Communism Act or 
Section 6 of the Terrorism Act you are 
kept incommunicado. You have to be 
isolated . Finally" , says Magu bane, 
" we were all acquitted because of a 
legal technicality ." 

Even though charges were dropped 
against Magubane and 21 others he 
was banned for five years. All together 
" I lost seven years of my career . I am 
bitter but I have no hatred in me" , he 
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adds. 
In South Africa Blacks are immedi

ately arrested if they fail to produce a 
passport once outside their townships . 
It is only recently that Blacks are 
allowed to frequent certain places in 
the cities like shops, restaurants and 
public parks . According to Magubane 
however, that is all window dressing. 
Changes only take place in the big 
cities where the international commu
nity can observe and think that Blacks 
are quickly being accepted into so
ciety. 

But through education and other 
methods Blacks are " still kept in their 
place" by the South African govern
ment. " This is why we had riots in 
Soweto", comments Magubane. Chil
dren wanted the abolishment of the 
belief that Blacks should only be 
educated to understand what the 
master says . They wanted to end a 
system that promulgates the assump
tion that blacks should only be pre
pared for manual work. But, he adds, 
" Churches were way ahead of their 
time and because they were the 
government abolished all church 
schools in the early sixties. Churches 
were able to employ the people they 
wanted to employ, they could hire 
teachers of al I colors or from overseas. 
The system realized that if they let the 
churches go on, the educational sys
tem imposed on blacks would not 
survive. " 

Magubane does not agree with the 
boycott imposed on South Africa by 
most Western, European, Socialist and 
Third World nations. " The German, 
the British, the United States, are 
responsible for the type of government 
we have in South Africa ." They must 
visit his country, he adds, if they are to 
bring about any change, if they are to 
understand the situation. "They can
not, he says," change something 
they've never seen or experienced." 

It is truly amazing that someone who 
understands and has lived through the 
oppressive mechanisms of his country 
can also be so optimistic about the 
future of his land . " It simply cannot get 
any worse," he explains . " We have 
lost everything that's important to a 
person, they cannot take anything else 
away from us." Perhaps it wi 11 only get 
better, because they certainly have 
nothing else to lose. • 

Ana E. Martinez is editor of Spanish 
Language Resources for the Education and 
Cultiva tion Division, BOCM. 
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Growing Up in Soweto 
Photographs by Peter Magubane 

Peter Magubane, winner of the premier award for 
journalism in South Africa, the Stellenbosch Farm
er's Winery Award, is noted for his pictures of the 
Soweto riots. In a recent interview he talked about 
Soweto, particularly the perils of being born and 
growing up in its oppressed climate. 

His widely acclaimed exhibit "Faces of Soweto" 
chronicles the life of a child in six stages: at birth, 
sickness, play, school, work, in struggle. By looking at 
the life of a child, he contends, one can see the 

"The life of a black man (woman) starts from conception 
and that's when oppression starts. Some mothers have to 
deliver while at work; there is no time off to attend prenatal 
clinics." 

oppression in South Africa in its rawest form. 
Yet his photos depict an undaunted spirit-there is a 

reaching up and out beyond the walls that would 
contain and separate and differentiate. There is joy 
amidst the pain, fatigue and sorrow. 

For this feature, he carefully selected seven photo
graphs from his "Faces of Soweto" exhibit which he 
feels will visualize the true character of life in Soweto, 
the act of building hope from despair. 

"This child is being weighed at a clinic outside of Ngutu in 
Zu luland to determine if she has kwashiokor, a disease 
resulting from malnutrition. Like mirasma, it is a children's 
disease, characterized by poor weight gain." 
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"Children, from age nine, begin working on the white
owned farms. Often this is done with the parents' consent. 
The system of land tenants says that you have to have 
someone working on the land in order to stay in the house. 
There is a law governing child labor but it is not adhered to 
in the case of black children. Here they are just returning 
from picking tomatoes. Although it is summer where the 
temperature is over 90 degrees F, at night they must protect 
themselves against the cold when the temperatures dip to 
50° F." 

(Opposite page) "This is his first year in school. Blacks are 
educated separately from the other three races in Africa: 
whites, coloreds and Indians. The schools are all controlled 
by the government. His materials are inferior; he will sit on 
backless chairs. His chances of finishing are slim." 
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(Opposite) "They're playing on a trampoline which someone in the village has leased from a white contractor. 
They pay for a certain number of jumps." 
"Children are children at play. Often they carry adult responsibilities from age eight. They are left at home to 
care for the babies while parents work and have to do all the chores of the house: pay rent, clean the house, 
cook for the family. A child is a child when it suits the mother." 

"These children were going to bury a colleague but they were teargassed so as to drive them away from the 
cemetery." 

"At the cemetery, burying a student who was killed during demonstrations, his friends and fellow students use 
the occasion to sing freedom songs and proclaim their ongoing struggle for freedom." 
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MiNiSTRY AMONG CltildREN 
FAyE WilsoN-BEAclt 

"Sixty-five percent of the world's population 
is under 21 years of age and 

one out of two refugees is a child." 

The International Year of the 
Child in 19 79 was instrumen
tal in ferreting out various 

facts on the life condition of children. 
The world heard reports that five out of 
six of the world ' s 1.3 billion children 
live in poor countries. Sixty-five per
cent of the world 's population is under 
21 years of age and one out of two 
refugees is a child . 

Never before have chi Id ren had to 
grow up in such traumatic , oscillating 
world and social conditions as they are 
experiencing today . High unemploy
ment, around 40 percent in develop
ing countries, has led to dissolution of 
fam i I ies. The population growth of 
almost three percent in areas like Latin 
America and South Asia has contri
buted to the problems of limited 
resources for meeting children 's basic 
needs. Many children lack adequate 
nutrition , health care and education. 
U rban expansion, an uncontrollable 
growth of cities spurred by employ
ment needs, has led to unstable 
interpersonal relationships , emotional 
abandonment and neglect of children 
as parents try to eke out a I ivi ng. 

Poverty covers two thirds of the 
globe affecting millions of the world's 
children. In 1979 UNICEF reported 
that approximately 10 million children 
suffered from severe starvation . An
other 80 million were starving to a 
lesser degree but a whopping 120 
million struggle daily against malnu
trition. Poverty is children 's greatest 
enem y. 

1980 was a time to evaluate the 
impact and effect of the International 
Year of the Child . The observance had 
brought charges of " children 's lib" 
and " kiddie welfare" from groups that 
feared the emphasis on the rights of the 
child would negate parental authority 

and responsi bi I ities. Children 's issues, 
however, are not kiddie issues; far 
from it. Rather they are issues of social 
justice that are of concern to whole 
nations. 

The 1981 Call to Prayer theme 
" Ministries Among Children" reflects 
a changing attitude toward the youn
ger segment of our population . Usual
ly when people speak of children and 
ministry they often refer to ministering 
" for" or " to" children . Yet as the 
problems affecting children in our 
societies become increasingly com
plex, new solutions and new ways of 
dea Ii ng with these problems are need
ed. 

The IYC challenged many tradition
al perceptions of the child when they 
I ifted up the U declaration of the 
rights of children . This led many 
groups to reassess their ministries with 
children . The Ministry of Women 
Committee of the World Division of 
BOGM initiated a study of World 
Division-related activities among 
children. Through their study, they 
raised questions about their programs 
of ministry among children and sought 
ways to strengthen them. Was their 
ministry egalitarian? Was it involved in 
advocacy of children's rights? Was 
there input from the children in 
projects related to them? Were pro
grams comprehensive in their ap
proach? Was there an emphasis on 
housing, employment and basic ser
vice to undergird the family and 
community? 

" We had been ministering to chil
dren in traditional ways-in homes, 
orphanages , schools ," says Rose 
Catchings , Executive Secretary for 
Ministry of Women and Children. 
" But we had virtually overlooked the 
fact that some children were so poor, 
they had no clothes to go to school . 
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" There were a lot of concerns raised 
in the IYC," she con ti nu es. " But noth
ing was being done. We designated 
program funds to enable our division 
to study the situation and develop an 
advocacy program. " 

They found that of the $300,000 
designated for children 's work, a 
negligible amount was available for 
advocacy. Most of the monies was 
going to traditional programs such as 
institutions and baby clinics . Almost 
50 percent of World Division funds 
invested in children and youth work 
were in support of missionary teach
ers. 

Recent projects reflect a shift in 
emphasis and attitude toward ministry 
among children. Among them is the 
Morogoro Community Program for 
Children . 

" Morogoro, Tanzania is full of 
children on the run," Mrs. Catchings 
says. " They have fled South Africa and 
have settled in neighboring countries, 
sometimes just roaming the streets. " 

Their presence has severely taxed 
Morogoro's resources. The children, 
often without parents, lack the basic 
necessities-housing, clothing and 
food . A larger problem is their inability 
togetaneducation . Children normally 
require permission from the author
ities of their country to continue with 
their schooling, particularly second
ary and higher education , a condition 
which automatically excludes these 
young refugees who cannot return to 
their country for any reason. These 
students are objects of susp1c1on 1 

having no identification papers to 
prove who they are. 

These problems cannot be solved 

just by blankets, food or money. In an 
effort to tackle the physical and 
psychological problems of refugees , 
the World Division has given a grant to 
help build a community center for 
young exiles. The complex, which will 
be bu i It in part by the student refugees , 
will provide housing, health services, 
education , agriculture and vocational 
training. Student input will also be part 
of the curriculum development. 

" This approach is taken not merely 
to cut costs," says Rev . Si po Mzimela, 
director of the project. " More impor
tantly, it is done because the people of 
South Africa know that their struggle 
for freedom must depend primarily 
upon themselves ." 

The World Division was involved in 
a cooperative effort to research the "Life 
of a South African Child from Birth to 
Death. " Two major studies and exhi
bits, including a photo display by Peter 
Mugubane-selections from his exhibit 
are featured on pages 31-35, were 
completed around this theme. 

The commitment of the World 
Division to advocacy on behalf of 
children includes providing funds for 
specialized training in helping chil
dren deal with their status as refugees. 
A study, The Longterm Effects of 
Political Repression on Children by the 
lntermovement Committee for Aid to 
Evacuees (CIMADE), a French ecu
menical agency that aids refugees, 
points out that children of exiled 
parents experience repression and 
struggles while adapting to the coun
tries which grant them asylum. Spe
cia ll y trained teachers are needed to 
deal with their psychological handi
caps. 

' 

One group of children , refugees 
from Latin America , are of particular 
concern to CIMADE. Identified during 
the study, these children , many or
phans of both parents, have reacted to 
their exile by refusing to communi
cate. They have not been welcomed 
into the French society . These children 
have reacted to this negative reception 
by withdrawing; some of the older 
ones refuse to talk. 

A therapy program was initiated to 
help these children but later aban
doned because of the utter lack of 
response . " They just will not trust 
anyone, " says Mrs . Catchings who 
visited France late last summer. " And 
we' re wondering what kind of long
term effects this listlessness will have 
on their development. " 

The Young Shoots Life Program is 
another project supported by the 
World Division that encompasses 
housing, health and education con
cerns. Based in South Vietnam where 
there are over 880,000 orphaned 
children , Young Shoots program 
serves over 3,000 children, grouped in 
six homes according to age. Father 
Nguyen Dinh Thi, director of the 
project, says that the children are put 
in simulated family structures and 
have their medical and educational 
needs met in a nurturing environment. 

These programs and research stu
dies represent a small amount of the 
work that needs to be done with 
children. The Ministry of Women 
Committee urges increased advocacy 
of the rights of children and a more 
comprehensive approach to their wel
fare. They insist, too, that any effective 
ministry vith children must involve 
their participation in the process. Last 
year delegates from 51 countries met 
in Evian, France, to address the issue of 
children as " active partners" in the 
Christian community. Acknowledging 
that the " situation within and outside 
the church is loaded against children, " 
the delegates issued a statement to the 
children of the world asking for their 
help in bringing peace and justice to 
the world. Children, they contend , are 
learning significant values about life 
and faith in the midst of poverty, 
hunger, oppression and all other ills of 
society to which they fa ll victim . Any 
ministry to them , for them or among 
them will be enriched by their insights . 

• 
Fa ye Wilson-Beach is a staff w riter fo r 

the Educa tion and Cultiva tion D ivision, 
BOCM. 



AN AMERICAN 
LOOKS AT 

METHODISM 
IN LIBERIA 

RBIDh E. Dodge 

Bishop Dodge has been long identi fied 
with Africa as a missionary, board execu
tive and episcopal leader. 

The church in Liberia has the 
distinction of being American Method
ism's first overseas mission project. It 
was partl y the courage and faith of the 
first missionary, Melville Cox, who 
died a few weeks after reaching 
Liberia , that has kept Africa in focus as 
a mission f ield for nearl y a century and 
a half. Cox's death-bed challenge that 
though a thou sand should die, Africa 
should not be given up was heard and 
accepted by mission agencies of many 
denominations. The witness has been 
persistent and persuasive and the 
response encouraging. 

The Liberia Annual Conference, 
with over three hundred churches , is 
divided into nineteen districts and 
several large circuits approaching dis
trict status. Although it is a part of 
world United Methodism with its 
strong American influence, the Liberi
an church is di stinct in many ways. To 
a large extent the Pau Ii ne practice of a 
tent-making mini stry has been fol
lowed with less than ten percent of the 
ordained ministers in full time con
nectional work. This has made possi
ble the expansion of the church 
throughout the land , for wherever 
Methodists have gone they have es
tablished a witnessing point which has 
grown into an organized church with
out waiting for the customary needed 
pastoral support. Many of the District 
Superintendents hold government or 
commercial positions or are financial
ly independent in other ways. This 
makes it difficult to practice the 
connectional system of appointments 
as known in the United States, but it 
does make poss ible an ever-expand
ing network of churches. 

For many decades the episcopal 
supervision of the church in Liber ia 
was from America. Later, with a 
missionary bi shop stationed in south
ern Africa, the supervision came from 
the south. Then in 1944 the supervi
sion passed to the Central Jurisdiction 
in the States, which had the authoriza
tion to elect an extra bishop for Liberia . 
W ith a special enabling act, the 1964 
General Conference authorized the 
Liberian church to become a separate 
Central Conference empowered to 
elect its own bishop . Since then , the 
late Bishop Stephen agbe and Bi shop 
Bennie Warner have each served two 
quadrennia . Dr . Arthur Kulah was 
elected in late 1980 for an eight-year 
term , the th ird nati ve son to be 
honored with episcopal responsibility. 

Bi shop Kulah comes well prepared 
for the heavy responsibility of church· 
leadership. After finishing his universi-
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ty training in Liber ia he studied at the 
St. Paul School of Theology in Kan sas 
City, MO on a Crusade Scholarship. 
He was honored by being designated 
as the outstanding student of the yea r. 
Return ing to Liberia, he served the 
church in full time capacity as an 
educational secretary and evangelist. 
Later he taught in the Gbarnga School 
of Theology until invited by the 
Baltimore Conference to become their 
missionary-in-residence. From there 
he completed the requirements for a 
doctorate at Wesley Seminary in 
Washington, D.C. Returning to Li
beria , he was appointed Dean of the 
Gbarnga School of Theology . He was 
elected a delegate to the 1980 General 
Conference. Having been ordained a 
deacon in 1966 and an elder in 1968, 
Dr . Ku I ah was elected to the episcopa
cy by the West Africa Central Confer
ence last December. He brings to the 
episcopal office good scholarship, 
high idealism, boundless energy, a 
world vision , deep personal concern 
and Christian commitment. With such 
a leader at the helm, the church in 
Liberia should move forward during 
this decade. 

When I was asked by the Council of 
Bishops to go to Liberia as interim 
episcopal leader during the t ime lead
ing up to the West Africa Central 
Confe rence, I accepted wi th little 
enthusiasm and considerable trepida
tion . The political coup of April , 1980, 
reportedl y had left the once stable 
nation in a state of tu rmoi I. The United 
Methodist Church was more than 
normall y involved as Bishop Bennie 
Warner was also serving as Vice 
President of the country and unques
tionably would have been liquidated 
along with the other top political 
leaders had he been at home at the 
time of the coup. Bishop Warner's 
return to Africa with a broadcast from 
the adjacent Ivory Coast challenging 
the new government of Master Sar
geant Samuel K. Doe had deepl y 
embarrassed the United Methodist 
Church leaders within the country . 

With the revolution hardly over and 
the new political orientation in the 
country , how would I, an American 
Methodist, and white at that, be 
received in the country? An how 
would I find the church which had 
been shocked by the loss of leaders 
during the coup and without resident 
episcopal leadership for over six 
months? In what shape would it be? I 
went back to Africa out of a sense of 
duty. 

To m amazement and joy I found 
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the nation much more calm and stable 
than I had been led to believe . During 
my short stay of only three weeks, I 
traveled considerably and was never 
stopped and asked for my credential s. 
There were a few soldiers in evidence 
at the international airport, at road
blocks near the frontier with Guinea, 
and at the presidential palace. I was 
perfunctoril y frisked as I entered there 
for an interview which the new leader 
of the nation had graciously granted 
me along with leaders of the Liberian 
United Methodist Church . 

On the streets in the city, life was 
tranquil and seemed normal-with 
one exception. I was told that the new 
government had eliminated the 
" dash" system which I remembered 
well from previous visits. Now no one 
dared ask for remuneration for minor 
services rendered to the public , and 
traditional tips were onl y reluctantl y 
received . The new government was 
resolved to do away also with the 
spoils system and corruption in high 
and low places which had plagued the 
previous administration . 

Not onl y was I surprised at the mass 
support given the new government 
and the consequent political tranquili
ty but also by the calmness and unity 
within the United Methodist Church. 
Everyone seemed pleased that no 
harm had befallen the Warner famil y 
during the coup and its aftermath ; at 
the same time no one spoke favorabl y 
of their return under existing circum
stances. The church was united in 
desiring a resident spiritual leader and 
they fu I ly accepted me in an interim 
capacity . As the time for Central 
Conference and the election of a new 
bishop approached, there was much 
group discussion but, so far as I could 
detect, no open campaigning . When 
the result of the third ballot was 
announced there was jubilant satisfac
tion with the selection of the new 
episcopal leader and expressions of 
approval at the way the election had 
been carried out. 

All churches have weaknesses as 
well as strong points ; so it is with the 
United Methodist Church in Liber ia. 
From my American viewpoint, there 
are two weaknesses and several posi
tive factors. The weaknesses may be 
due to geographic and cultural isola
tion and financial dependence on the 
United States. The isolation from the 
rest of United Methodism in Africa has 
gi ven rise to the inclusion of certain 
cultural practices within the church 
which are distinctl y Liberian and 
which may be detrimental to its 

Chri stian witness . That should be 
partiall y remedied by joining w ith the 
church in Sierra Leone to fo rm a new 
West Africa Central Conference w hich 
was authorized by the 1980 General 
Conference and approved by the 
Liberians. 

But there are many posi tive factors 
w hich augur we ll fo r the future Chris
tian witness in Liberia . The Co llege of 
West Afri ca has had a di st inct part in 
training leadership for all phases of 
national life including that of the 
church. Methodi sm's positi on in lead
ership-tra ining in the past has been 
second to none and thi s serv ice is well 
recognized throu ghou t the nation . 

A second and co ro l lary strength is 
the invol vement of United Method ists 
in all phases of national li fe . If effecti ve 
w itnessi ng can be done through a 
presence, we as a church are well 
situated for the future: United Method
ists are found everywhere . 

The important place given women 
in the life of the church gives it 
strength . The Conference Women's 
Program under the leadership of M rs. 

Bishop Arthur Kulah is the 
new bishop of the United 
Methodist Church in Liberia. 

Eugenia Sim pson Cooper is well es
tabli shed and wide-spread. Methodist 
women are also seen in national 
position of leadership . 

The thi rd strength which I see is the 
active participation in the overall 
ecumenical witness. United Method
ists cooperate with the Episcopalians 
and Lutherans in theological training 
and with the Lu therans in literature 
distribution. I found cordial relation
ships wi th the Presbyterians, National 
Baptists, and the Assemblies of God 
and other re li gious groups. The ecu 
menical spiri t is strong in Liberia and , 
as always , United Methodists contrib
ute toward that spirit of onenes in 
Christ. 

Then , a definite asset of Un ited 
Methodists in Liberia is found in the 
person of their new episcopal leader. I 
was pleased to see the respect hown 
Bishop Ku lah wherever he went. With 
a person of his sou nd judgment, 
vision , integrity , and Christian com
mitment in the chair, the church 
should move forward to new height in 
the new Liberia . • 
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"lempolnt 
Creighton Lacy 

A beloved mentor, H . Richard 
Niebuhr, called the relation of Christ 
and Culture " the enduring problem. " 
He traced the issue to the li fe and 
teachings of Jesus himself, who af
firmed and hallowed his own Jewish 
tradition , yet confronted it with soc ial 
cha llenge and a new orientation, a 
radical conversion . 

Seminaries-and church people 
generally-find themselves in a con
tinuing dilemma. In this secu lar
some wou Id say "post-Christian" -
age we are sophisticated enough to 
recognize our tendency to spread 
Coca-Cola and McDonald 's hamburg
ers around the globe. Sometimes we 
baptize this cultural and economic 
imperialism by making theological 
virtue of free enterprise and the 
incentives of competition. 

Sometimes, on the other hand, we 
adopt a self-critical stance, deploring 
the dissemination of " the American 
way of life" under the guise of 
evangelism. In the seminary survey 
reported in January severa l students 
complained that the Christian mi s
sionary enterprise " tries to Westernize 
instead of accepting native cultures," 
or urged that the (Western) Church 
should not dominate, but aid persons 

to develop 'their full potential within 
the framework of their culture, beliefs, 
morals, etc ." 

Well and good . To be sure, this 
criticism often focuses on superficials, 
such as drums in worship services, a 
cross on a lotus pedestal , or the 
tolerance of customary (un)dress . In 
many societies it is difficult to per
suade local Christians that their own 
traditional art i s not inherently 
" pagan," or that " ew England colo
nial " is not the only " Christian" style 
of church architecture . Having wor
shipped regularly in China in 1949-50 
with a lovel y antiphonal rendition of 
The Lord 's Prayer set to an old 
Buddhist chant, I was disappointed 
last fall when every single hymn in a 
Chinese church service was a familiar 
Western tune-one of them popularly 
known as " go tell Aunt Rhodie her old 
gray goose is dead ." 

The world church is gradually mov
ing beyond those narrow prejudices. A 
seminarian voices the hope " that the 
blending of the culture and the mes
sage of Christ is done by the people 
themselves, rather than the imposition 
of Western attitudes on the cu I tu res. " 

Insight Number One : that " the 
culture and message of Christ" can be 
blended, even though we are a long 
way from discovering-or agreeing
on how this should be done. We have 
succeeded, to varying degrees, in 
" Christianizing" the Christmas tree , 
the Easter egg, and the church organ , 
though all of these were originally 
" heathen" symbols. From the ancient 
lands of Asia come mounting claims 
that God may have been preparing His 
people there through the Bhagavadgi
ta or the Buddhist Sutras, as He 
prepared His people in the Mediter
ranean world through the Old Testa
ment pilgrimage. What is the essential 
" core" of the Gospel which can not be 
translated in cultural terms without 
forfeiting the term " Christian" ? 

Insight Number Two : that such 
blending, the interpreting of the mes
sage in different soci al contexts, must 
be "done by the people themselves ." 
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In early days white Christians from 
Europe and America did possess a 
preponderance (never an exclusive 
monopoly! ) of the educational , finan
cial , political , technological , even 
theological resources to be principal 
bearers of the Good News to the rest of 
the world . No more! The power that 
still resides largely in the West is no 
longer an automatic asset . 

Christian communities-vital, ded
icated , courageous Christian com
munities--exist in almost every nation 
of the globe today . They have always 
understood better than most (a ll?) 
foreign missionaries the language, the 
thought patterns, the social and cultur
al practices, the interpersonal rela
tionships, the spiritual insights of their 
own people. Now they have an added 
advantage : they share-or are trying to 
share-with their compatriots the suf
fering, the oppression, the injustice 
and inequality which the First and 
Second Worlds are imposing (often 
unknowingly) on the Third World . 

There is always a place for cross-cul
tural missionaries, as witnesses to the 
universality of human concern as well 
as of divine love, as visible evidence of 
the One Body in Christ. But their role 
moves increasingly from teacher to 
partner to servant. As one student put 
it, " ministering to the needs of other 
peoples in the name of Christ, wit
nessing to the Gospel through service 
to others ." 

Insight umber Three : the avoid
ance of " Western attitudes. " Many of 
us-chastened missionaries or ideal
istic students-are prepared to accept 
the external manifestations of diverse 
cultures. Though we may not be sure 
that African rhythms and tom-toms are 
as appropriately " Christian" as inter
pretive dance-perhaps one closer to 
David , the other to Salome? We are 
"i ntrigued " by fanciful book titles from 
the Third World , like Waterbuffalo 
Theology, Third-Eye Theology, Three 
Mile an Hour Cod. They amuse us; 
they do not threaten us. 

But A Theology of Liberation does 
threaten us . Doing Theology in a 
Revo lutionary Situation does. The 
Challenge of Black Theology in South 
Africa does. We can accept cultural 
adaptations and exotic expressions of 
the Gospel in distant places, as long as 
they do not call into question our 
traditions , our values, our way of 
life . . . and thought . .. and bel ief. 
It is fitting and right (many of us seem to 
feel ) for Christ to challenge cultures, to 
transform cultures , to transcend cul
tures-but not ours! • 
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LETTERS 

Among the very useful articles in the 
January, 1981 issue of New World Out
look, is one by Hazel Morris entitled , 
" Makes the Methodists Love the Baptists." 
We can very well identify with that article 
as we too have walked the same road for 
the past ten years as a Baptist-Methodist 
Cooperative Parish. 

I wou ld like to get your permission to 
reproduce that article for my parishioners 
either by xerox or by reprinting the entire 
article in our parish newsletter by mimeo
graph . Needless to say, it is for free 
distribution . 

It is an article that is excellently done and 
has insights of one who knows the situation 
very closely and personally. The only 
change I would have made would be in the 
caption so that it reads and "vice versa. " 
As it stands now, the caption seems 
one-sided, though the article itself is 
well-balanced . Good to know that our 
parish in Central Pennsylva nia has a cousin 
in north-central Illinois . 

(Rev .) Mathew M . Verghese 
New Albany, Pa . 

P.S. Thank you for a church magazine of 
high quality . 

(The title of Ms. Morris' article, "Makes 
the Methodists Love the Bapt ists," is a 
quote from the song, " Give Me That 
Old-Time Religion ."-Ed. ) 

Simplicity and Integrity 

Thank you for including Kazuyashi 
Kawata ' s beautiful Christmas special 
" Shefirah 's Story" with Richard Hunter's 
drawings in the December issue of New 
World Outlook. The simplicity and integri
ty of both pieces helped me to focus on a 
new understanding of that wondrous event 
of 2,000 years ago . 

Doris Gidney 
Lake Junaluska, NC 

Rush Them to Us 

We would like to subscribe to your New 
World Outlook magazine. 

We were US-2 from 1978-1 980 so we 
got the magazi ne free every month . We 
liked it a lot and that's why we would like 
for you to rush them to us, if possible. 

Bill and Elizabeth Wallace 
Carbondale, Illinois 

Reader Response-Promoting Missions 

The other day I was talking with a fellow minister who had recently arrived at a 
Church which had shortly before his coming completed an extensive building 
addition. He said , " If I'd been here I wouldn 't have done it! " In the course of our 
discussion we concluded that too many building projects and an awful lot of programs 
are undertaken because a congregation needs a visible means fo r expressing its 
existence . 

This is as true in our daily living. Housewives change the fu rn itu re around, 
husbands rearrange their workshops, businessmen remodel their facilities , politicians 
polish their slogans and clergy revamp the liturgy. So often these things are done 
simply to convince both ourselves and others that there is still life in the dry bones. 

Surely there is some sort of lesson here for those of us who are still convinced that 
there is importance in the outreach programs of the Church, that Missions still is 
central to our life. 

As I review the successes and failures that I have had in promoting the programs of 
our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries over 25 years of pastoral ministry I 
discover two important factors : enthusiasm and personalization . 

I just cannot believe that missions ever came alive anywhere until someone got 
enthusiastic. 

Recently the chairperson of a missions committee in one of our district Churches 
caught the vision. She was determined to bring life to missions in her Church. She 
began buttonholing and writing anyone and everyone who might help. As District 
Secretary of Missions I found myself drawn into the planning. Before I knew what was 
happen ing, I was part of what was to be one of the finest Mission Festivals I've ever 
been involved in. 

Another Church ra ised money to dig two wells in Kenya because of the enthusiasm 
of a layman and an involved congregation that caught this layman's excitement. 

One district in our conference gave 105% of its benevolence asking last year. The 
Di strict Superintendent was the spark plug. H is enthusiasm caught on and the local 
churches responded with equal enthusiasm. It can be done. 

The second factor is one we have kicked around so much, but st i II needs to be faced . 
Missions, to come alive, must be personal. Like the building we may not need or the 
program that may be marginal , missions must be something that meets the innate need 
of a congregation to feel that it is personally involved in something that can be seen , 
measured and cheered . 

I have often been dismayed by what appears to be the attitude by some at general 
Church levels that there is something unprofessional if not unchristian about a local 
Church wanting to have some control over its benevolences. " Just trust us," is so often 
the response. 

This misses the point. Our congregations are filled with people who are only too 
anxious and willing to open their pocketbooks to give to those projects which are felt 
and understood to be important. If they are able to visualize their money going to that 
w hich they can somehow be involved in, however that involvement may be, they will 
give. 

The Church I serve gave a record amount of money in a special offering for an Africa 
Project because they were involved over a period of two months in a program of 
education. They have raised money to send seven people on work teams over a period 
of two years. Not only did they raise the funds to pay their way, but raised far more so 
that supplies and equi pment could be sent. 

Recently when we planned a Day of Missions, knowing that we could not obtain a 
United Methodist missionary, we wrote to an independent missionary agency here in 
the midwest and immediately received the names of six missionaries on furlough who 
would come. We obtained one and raised over $1000.00 for her support . I suggest 
that this can and must be done in United Methodism. We must be willing to admit that 
local Churches can and wi 11 support missions if they are personal ized and there needs 
to be a trust that local Churches can plan wel I and wi 11 respond to mission needs if they 
are properly assisted and supported . 

I know that that is hard for some of our professionals to comprehend . It doesn't fit the 
ideals of what missions is all about. But until and unless we bend our ideals a bit, we 
are going to continue to see an outflow of funds to other mission programs. There is 
much to be learned from the successes of the independent mission structures . 

I suggest that with a truly renewed enthusiasm about missions and more real 
attempts to personalize what we are doing plus a modified sense of professionalism as 
we have understood it, there could be an exciting revival of mission outreach and 
support in the United Methodist Church. Missions can be seen , measured and 
cheered ; we don't have to accept substitutes to bring life to our dry bones . 

Oden A. Haynes 

The writer is pastor of First United Methodist Church in Norwalk, Ohio , and district 
secretary of missions in Norwalk . He also serves on the East Ohio Conference Board of 
Global Ministries . 
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BOOKS 

BY WAY OF RESPONSE, by Martin E. 
Marty. Nashville, 1981: Abingdon Press, 
143 pages, $7.95. 

This is the latest book in a series by 
Abingdon Press called " Journeys in Faith ," 
edited by Robert A. Raines . Other authors 
in this series who have tried to tell what 
they have believed and how they came to 
believe it are Robert McAfee Brown, 
Virginia Ramey Mollenkott, and Sr. Mary 
Luke Tobin . 

Dr. Marty describes his own responses 
to his various roles as pastor, historian , 
columnist for the ecumenical weekly "The 
Christian Century," and as a Christian 
involved in various ways in politics 
(though not as a candidate). 

As a pastor one of the things he learned 
was that for him God was more easily 
found in the assembly of the faithfu I than in 
solitary prayer, as much as he admired the 
prayer life of individuals like Thomas 
Merton or Abraham Joshua Heschel. Cor
porate worship became central to the life of 
his parish especially in the years of the 
social activism of the 60s . " The church in 
the world, " he writes, " has no power 
except the kind generated through shared 
prayer, common symbols, communal be
lief, and corporate purpose." Christians 
who acted " as if they could live entirely off 
the spiritual capital in which others had 
invested quickly expended all the re
sources and lost their power. Where are 
they now?" 

In his work on " The Christian Century" 
he has come to see the " most vitality" 
when people think of the whole Christian 
church as a family of apostolic churches, 
but the ecumenical movement must "also 
assure the sense of soi Is and smel Is that 
come with heritages. People are not 
humans in general or Christians in gener
al. " 

In the 60's just when the university had 
learned how to handle the attacks of the Far 
Right it got hit with the " nonnegotiable 
demands" and militancy of the far Left. 
This led Marty to speculate on the impor
tance of "civility," of not acting in 
barbarian ways about what one believes . 
Both " civility" and " tolerance" are words 
" under a cloud" these day, he notes, but 
they must be re-instated or re-invested with 
some old meanings . He is careful to note at 
the same time that he is not advocating 
total relativism or never inviting anyone to 
join a faith community. 

The issues he writes of here will be 
familiar to anyone who has faced the 
problem on the mission fie ld of bei ng 
faithful to one's own convictions w hile not 
using force or deception or conveying the 
notion of a " predator" God . His distinction 
between " saving faith" and " ordering 
faith " -a faith which allows society to be 
ruled in ways which respect the co nvic
tions of others-is helpful. For this reason, 
Dr. Marty's book would be an excellent 
resource in the church-wide study this year 
on pluralism . 

Throughout the book, Dr. Marty tells us 
enough about his own and his fa mily's 
personal efforts to live out thei r faith in the 
midst of day-to-day realities. But he never 
focuses too much on himself-always on 
the issues and his attempt at a response. 

On the debit side, the various chapter 
titles with their plays on the word " re
sponse" -responsory, responses, respon
siveness, and responsibility-a re just a 
little too forced for this reader, especially 
si nee the three roles of hi storian, co lum
nist, and political activist have all been 
overlapping since he left the first ro le of 
parish pastor. The impression is that the 
author never in itiated anything but was 
always " respondi ng"- and this c learly 
was not the case. 

C. E.B. 
Two Memoirs 

IN RETROSPECT, Remembranceoflhings 
Past, by F. F. Bruce. Grand Rapids 1981 : 
Eerdmans Publishing Company . 312 
pages, $13.95. 

THE TWAIN SHALL MEET, by J. Harry 
Haines. New York, 1980: Board of Global 
Ministries, 184 pages, $2.95 . 

These two entirely d iffe rent memoi rs 
might be described as the yin and the yang 
of the Christian life of scho larship and 
service . F. F. Bruce is the noted Bri t ish 
evangelical scholar whose Biblical stud ies 
are respected around the world in li beral as 
we ll as conservative seminaries. J. Harry 
Hai nes is the head of the United Methodi st 
Committee on Overseas Relief who wrote 
this book last year for the 40th anniversary 
of UMCOR. 

Bruce, w ho comes origi nally from Scot
land but w hose university career has been 
in two "red-brick" universities in England, 
has traveled relatively little (mostly to 
Uganda or Canada or Australia to visit his 
children) but his influence has been 
worldwide because of the count less num
bers of his students w ho have gone on to 
important teachi ng positions in every 
corner of the globe. Hai nes, who comes 
originally from New Zealand but now lives 
in New Jersey, appears to have been 
everywhere Bruce has not. He has person
ified the worldwide impact of the ministry 
of compassion carried out on behalf of 
United Methodists by UMCOR. 

Bruce writes mostly of the books he has 
fallen in love with , of how he began to 
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collect them, of the books he wrote, and of 
the scholars he has met and what they 
discussed . He is primari ly interested in 
w hat is going on in people's minds. Haines 
writes mostly of the out-of-the-way places 
he has been such as M 'Boki in the Central 
African Empire and the people he has met, 
such as Mother Teresa or UNRWA per
sonnel in Palestine. He is primarily in
terested in what people are doing. 

For all the excellence of both memoirs 
there are important gaps in each . Bruce left 
me wanting to know more about his 
differences with con ti nenta I Eu rope an 
scholars and about what discussions he has 
had with them. With numerous references 
to British giants such as H.H. Rowley, C. 
H. Dodd , T. W. Manson, and a host of 
others and barely a mention of Bultmann, 
Oscar Cul lman or other critical scholars, 
Bruce reinforces the impression of the 
isolation of much British scholarship. 

Haines' style of writing so much in the 
present tense-unusual for a memoir-can 
leave the reader with some mistaken 
impressions, for instance, that Somoza is 
still in power in Nicaragua, that a civil war 
is still going on in the Sudan, that Pakistani 
mortars are falli ng now in Indian territory 
from East Pakistan . Little mention is made 
of UMCOR's work with refugees who 
arr ive in the United States, and thus the 
impression is given that all work with 
refugees is overseas. 

Still , despite these gaps, both books 
taken together i I lustrate the need for a 
Christianity that is intellectually keen as 
we ll as responsive to the human needs of 
our times. 

C.E.B . 

Soon your ma il ing label will look 
different, due to the use of new 
equi pment. If you do not receive your 
April issue wi th in a week of the ti me it 
normally comes, let us know so we can 
veri fy. 
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AFRIKAAN CHURCH LEADER 
ASSAILS RACIAL POLICIES 

A former top official of South 
Africa's largest all-white Dutch Re
formed Church has lashed out at the 
church's entrenched support for the 
country's racial policies. 

Dr. Frans O ' Brien Geldenhuys, who 
resigned as chief executive officer of 
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk 
(NGK) last October, attacked the 
church for being " internally para
lyzed" in the face of apartheid, or 
racial segregation. 

In a statement, the Afrikaan leader 
said his church was simply not able to 
give guidance to the thousands of 
Christians who, he said, " are uneasy" 
about increasing tension between the 
various races in South Africa, and 
about the need for a new social and 
economic dispensation. 

Dr. Geldenhuys, who has served the 
church as an ordained minister for 
more than 40 years was moderator of 
the GK's Northern Transvaal Synod 
from 1957 to 1975. He was director of 
ecumenical affairs from 1975 to 1978, 
when the church 's General Synod 
changed that position to chief execu
tive officer. 

The GK has consistently defended 
apartheid, even to the point of scru
tinizing the Bible for passages to justify 
it. 

Dr. Geldenhuys in his statement 
complained that his church has not 
used the Scriptures to explain to its 
members why it is now essential to 
make fundamental polit ical changes 
to the existing order " which we 
supported and advocated so enthusi
astically for so many years." 

The Dutch Reformed churchman 
also questioned why the NGK had 
remained silent about " gross political 
injustices" in South Africa while other 
churches had raised their voices in 
protest. (RNS) 

METHODISM 

> For Two Centuries 
PROCLAIMING 
Grace and Freedom 

This theme and logo have been adopted by representatives of five Methodist/Wesleyan 
churches for the planned pan-Methodist bicentennial observance 1984. The observance 
will commemorate the 200th anniversary of the formation, at the famous Christmas 
Conference of 1784, of the Me hodist Episcopal Church, the common ancestor of the 
five churches and of other Methodist/Wesleyan bodies. The five churches are: African 
Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, 
free Methodist and United Methodist. 

CWS PROTESTS PLANNED 
CUTS IN FOREIGN AID 

The National Council of Churches' 
international rel ief agency known as 
Church World Service has protested 
the proposed cuts in foreign aid and 
the Reagan Administration 's apparent 
intention to link such aid to U.S. 
foreign policy objectives. 

In a resolution passed at its Jan . 29 
meeting in New York the CWS com
mittee charged that " the primary 
casualties" of the proposed cuts "are 
likely to be many of the poorest 
developing countries and poorest 
people in them." 

The leadership committee also de
cried the use of such aid for " short
term foreign pol icy objectives" and 
added that the alleviation of global 
hunger and poverty was an important 
national security goal in its own right. 

Church World Service was reacting 
to a proposal by David Stockman, 
President Reagan 's Office of Manage
ment and Budget, to slash $2.6 billion 
from the $8 billion program put forth 
by the Carter Administration before it 
left office. Most of the proposed cuts 
would affect nations in Africa and the 
Asian subcontinent. 

However, Mr. Stockman 's proposal 
has run into opposition from Secretary 
of State Alexander M. Haig, who views 
U.S. contributions to foreign countries 
and international lending institutions 
as a key element in plans to shore up 
the Western alliance and stabilize 
poorer nations where the Soviet Union 
has exploited political unrest. 

Larry Minear, a Church World 
Service representative in Washington, 
presented a different case for restora
tion of the threatened foreign aid 
budget. He told the church relief 
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committee of warn ings from severa l 
international observers that " the in
gredients are all present for a return to 
the critical food shortages and even 
starvation of the early 1970s." 

Poor countries have already been 
forced to import more food because 
world food production has dropped 
below normal levels for the second 
year in a row. M r. Mi near said. He also 
pointed out the fo l lowing prediction 
by the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization : that " the 
wor ld wi ll begi n the 1981/1982 sea
son with virtually no cushion agai nst 
major crop shortfa lls or other disas
ters." 

The Church World Service commit
tee is composed of top relief official s 
from the NCC's 32 Protestant and 
Orthodox member denomi nations, 
incl uding the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief. The agency spent $40 
mi 11 ion last year on relief and deve lop-

ment projects in some 70 countries . 
(RNS) 

CALL FOR HALT IN U.S. 
ARMS TO EL SAL VA DOR 

A plea to " end all forms of U.S. 
mil itary aid and presence in El Salva
dor" and to " let the people of El 
Salvador decide" their future is con
tai ned in a full-page adverti sement in 
the New York Times of Feb. 3. 

" The recent decis ion to restore and 
increase U .S. mil itary aid to El Salva
dor is a dangerous step toward the 
involvement of the U .S. in the endless 
morass of another Vietnam," the ad 
stated in bold type. 

United Methodist signatories in
cluded Bi shop Marjorie S. Matthews of 
the Wisconsin Area; U.S. Representa
tive Robert Edgar (D.-Pa. ); the Rev. 
Joseph E. Lowery, president, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference; the 
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Rev . John Collins, co-director, Clergy 
and La ity Concerned; and Mia Adjali , 
Women's Division staffer at the United 
Methodist Office for the United Na
tions. 

They were among 226 persons 
endorsing the ad placed by the U.S. 
Committee in Solidarity with the Peo
ple of El Salvador based in Washing
ton . Other signers were the families of 
the three Roman Catholic nuns slain in 
El Salvador and a large number of 
other Roman Catholics plus a broad 
spectrum of writers , entertainers, 
Congresspersons, union leaders and a 
former U.S. Ambassador of El Salva
dor, Murat Wil liams. 

The overwhelming majority of El 
Salvador's population is fighting to 
cast off almost 50 years of military 
dictatorship, said the ad . " All of the 
major opposition political parties, 
trade union federations, professional 
and small business associations, the 
Catholic Church , peasant and student 
organizations and the country 's two 
principal universities are united in 
their determination that, for the first 
time, they can bring democracy and 
justice to their land, " said the state
ment. 

Noting that the U.N. General As
sembly denounced the violations of 
human rights by El Salvador's junta, 
the ad said Mexico and Canada have 
urged President Reagan not to inter
vene . And other Latin American 
neighbors like Ecuador, Panama and 
Nicaragua have expressed alarm at the 
prospect of direct military interven
tion. 

Ten million dollars in military aid 
has been sent by the U.S. in the last 
two months, it was noted. " That 
aid-described as ' lethal' by the State 
Department-includes grenades, gre
nade launchers , M-16 automatic 
rifles, ammunition and four additional 
Huey troop transport helicopters , 
bringing the total to six. A team of 
military advisers as well as a helicopter 
training team have already been sent," 
the ad stated . 

" We fear that the sending of this aid 
and the commitment of military ad
visers to prop up an unpopular govern
ment will mean more bloodshed and 
more death for innocent people," the 
statement continued . " It offers no 
solution to the economic and social 
problems which beset El Salvador .. . 
dispatching military advisers was a first 
step in our involvement in Vietnam! 

" U.S. military advisers and equip
ment will not buy El Salvador peace 
and stability . Long-term peace in that 
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RELIGIOUS GROUPS CALL FOR HALT TO U.S. AID TO EL SALVADOR 

Pickets representing Clergy and Laity Concerned and the St. Louis Catholic Worker Committee, demonstrate outside the 
Federal Building, calling for a halt to United States' aid to El Salvador-warning that the escalation of military assistance could 
lead to another Vietnam. Meanwhile in Washington, Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr. , announced that Robert E. White 
has been relieved of his duties as United States Ambassador to El Salvador-possibly signaling a new pol icy for Central 
America. Under the Carter Administration, increased shipments of combat equipment was consistently advocated-a policy 
strongly opposed by Mr. White, unless linked to land redistribution among peasants. 

nation will be found only by the 
Salvadoreans, settling their own prob
lems." 

Other Protestant leaders signing the 
statement in c luded William P. 
Thomp son and the Rev . O sc ar 
McCloud, United Presbyteri ans; Un it
ed Church of Christ Offi ce for Church 
in Society; the Rev. Jovelino P. Ramos 
and the Rev. William L. Wipfler, 
National Council of Churches staff; 
and seminary pre sidents Donald 
Shriver and George Webber . 

Offi c iating at the ceremony was 
Rabbi Samuel M . Sil ver of Temple 
Si nai the Reform Hebrew congrega
tion in nearby Delray Beach which 
coi ncidentall y worships in a church
St. Paul 's Episcopal-while its own 
synagogue is under constru ction. 

~hord, when did 
we see you?" 

(UMNS) 

FRIENDLY METHODIST CHURCH 
IS SCENE OF BAR MITZVAH 

Jupiter Florida's first bar mitzvah 
took place in a United Methodist 
Church. 

The Jewish ceremony marking 13-
year-old Richard Alexander's entrance 
into communal responsibility as an 
adult was staged at the First United 
Methodist Church because the city has 
no synagogue. 

Ri chard 's father, John Alexander, 
al so rece ived his bar mitzvah in a 
church. That was St. John's Lutheran 
Church in Stamford , Conn ., where 
that city's Temple Sinai got its start . 

Presiding at that ceremony al so was 
Rabbi Silver who invited members of 
the United Methodist Church to attend 
the Saturday ceremony. (RNS) 

The Apri l issue of New Wo rld 
O utlook wi II be the annual report 
issue of the Board of Global Mini s
tries. 

Your generous gift will help 
UMCOR continue its forty -one 
year ministry of relief and 
rehabilitation . 

MARCH 29, 1981 
ONE GREAT HOUR 

OF SHARING 
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CHANGING ROLE SEEN 
FOR SECULAR MEDIA 

According to the Rev.· Joseph E. 
Lowery, Atlanta United Methodist 
pastor and president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, the 
commu nication media which used to 
be " an ally in our struggle" for human 
rights,may now be an adversary. 

He made that assessment pri marily 
of the secu lar or commercia l media, as 
he said " the burden of commun icati ng 
the authentic message rests wi th the 
church press because the commercial 
press is not free." 

Dr. Lowery gave the keynote ad
dress to the annual gathering of the 
Un ited Met hodist Assoc iati o n o f 
Commun icators, wh ich some 50 per
sons attended, on the theme of " Com
mun i ca ti on s, Just ice and Human 
Rights in the ' 80s." Most sess ions were 
held at Clark College. 

Dr. Lowery said, " I don't know what 
would have happened had it not been 

for the media in the Montgomery 
boycott," the black boycott of city 
buses which triggered much of the 
U .S. civ il rights struggle. However he 
reca lled that Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. had labelled the U.S. a " 10-day 
nation" unable to gi ve longer attention 
to cri ses unless prompted by the 
media. 

The c ivil rights leader cited as 
current or approaching problems in 
human rights the U.S. tendency to 
" find tyrants of the right more palat
able" than those of the left, " our 
continued sanction of oppression in 
South Afr ica" a policy of " non-com
munication with 3Y2 million people 
(the Palestinians)," resurgence of the 
Ku Klux Klan , a new emphasis on 
state's rights ("which for us blacks 
have tradit ionall y meant state ' s 
wrongs"). 

In a panel presentation, the Rev. 
Spurgeon Dunnam Ill , editor of Texas 
MethodisUUnited Methodist Reporter 
responded " If the media was ever an 
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ally, it was not doing its job proper
ly .... Its job is to report messages, 
not to advocate, not become the 
message." 

(UMNS) 

CONFERENCE TOLD CHURCHES 
CAN HELP FRAIL, ELDERLY 

Should grandma go off to a nursing 
home? 

Some nurses and social workers 
th ink families are often all too quick to 
answer yes to that question , even 
when there is no reason for it. 

What changes need therefore to be 
made in the way we care for the frail 
and elderly. Thi s question was put to 
clergy, physicians and administrators 
at a recent symposium at Butler 
Hospital in Providence, R. I. 

The symposium, sponsored by the 
Interfaith Health Care Ministries, the 
Ecumenical Center for Church and 
University Consultation, the Brown 
University Program in Medicine and 
the Episcopal Ministry at Brown and 
Rhode Island School of Design, drew 
more than 200 persons, most of them 
involved with the elderly. 

Emerging from the symposium was a 
consensus that one of the main wishes 
of most frail or elderl y people is to be 
treated as persons, rather than as 
objects who have aged . 

Earlier in the day, participants heard 
Msgr. Charles J. Fahey, director of 
Fordham Un iversity's Center on Ger
ontology, lament a tendency today to 
put money values on things that used 
to be done from the heart. 

" We tend to monetize things that we 
used to do on the basis of neighborli
ness and friendship," he said . " In our 
quest for professional intervention, we 
have obviated the role of our churches 
and famil y structures. We may wonder 
how long thi s can go on ." 

The massive growth of the nursing 
home industry, the priest suggested, 
has been generated in large part by the 
notion of Medicaid. Barring any major 
changes, he said , " it's likely there will 
have to be twice as many nursing beds 
in the future as there are now." 

The priest cautioned that he does 
not like the term " frail elderly" be
cause it impl ies that all elderly people 
are frail , which is not the case." 

" I think we overstate the problems 
of the elderly when we talk about their 
isolation and unhappiness," he said . 
Even these terms, he argued , reinforce 
the "ageism and cultural oppression 
w hich says that people should act a 
certa in way because of their age." 



STIRRING VIEWS OF MISSION 
Three Books Document a World in Need of Sharing 

The Twain Shall Meet. By J. Harry Haines. 
Christian compassion in action is the theme of this engrossing book written by UMCOR's 

executive for the 40th anniversary of the organization . The author begins his account when he was 
a young missionary in Asia in the 40's and takes the reader through the sobering experiences of a 
veteran organizer of relief and rehabilitation to the present. Calcutta, Haiti , the Sahel , Bangladesh, 
Nicaragua, Laos and China are just a few of the chapters you will long remember. $2.95. 

Proclaiming God's Grace and Glory: Mission Stories for Today. By H. Claude Young , Jr. 
People witnessing to their faith in word and deed give this pocket-size book depth and value as 

a mission resource. It is ideal for worship meditations, sermon illustrations, church school lessons 
and general mission programs. In its pages meet committed Christians from in Methodist Mid-town 
Parish in Philadelphia to Miathene Methodist Circuit in Kenya, Africa. $2.25. 

Principalities and Powers and People. By 19 Mission Interns. 
The experiences of 18 mission interns are the substance of this book of essays on human rights . 

Each had spent 12-15 months overseas working with Christian groups and learning about human 
rights in a global context. Areas of assignment were Africa, Asia, Middle East, Latin America and 
the Caribbean. Read their thought-provoking conclusions about relationships between social issues 
overseas and situations at home. $2.50. 
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