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MISSIOM MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

December, 1979 

Cambodia. A plane and a barge chartered by the World Council of Churches have 
arrived in Cambodia with rice, high protein food and medical supplies, the 
first visible results of a worldwide appeal to that needy country. Two WCC 
representatives accompanying the initial cargo will oversee distribution of 
the aid, coordinate efforts with the government and other relief agencies, and 
help install medical equipment in hospitals. Negotiations are underway with 
Cambodian authorities for a second barge from Singapore to carry 1200 additional 
tons of dry fish, salt, milk powder, fishing nets, plastic rice bowls and other 
supplies to the port of Kompong Som. Church World Service, the relief arm 
of the National Council of Churches, has pledged $5 million in Cambodian aid, 
of which the United Methodist Church is seeking to raise $2 million. Bishop 
Wayne Clymer of the Minnesota Area, who led a 10-member Church World Service 
delegation to Vietnam and Cambodia in October, said on his return that President 
Heng Samrin of Cambodia confirmed press estimates of two million people starving 
in his country. Dr. ~· Harry Haines, chairman of CWS and chief executive of 
the United Methodist Committee On Relief, adds, "I don't think it is exaggerating 
to say we are witnessing something comparable to the holocaust." CWS officials 
say church aid will be delivered to people on both sides of the fighting in 
Cambodia and also to the growing population of refugees in Thailand. 

Global Ministries. At its fall meeting in Philadelphia Oct. 12-20, the Board 
adopted resolutions to be sent to General Conference asserting that preventive 
and health care services are a right, that "significant" public financing must 
be part of a health insurance plan, and that government should coordinate 
insurance coverage to insure fair distribution of health costs; denouncing the 
"substance and tactics" of a resurgent Klan; calling for full inclusion in the 
church of persons with handicapping conditions, and suggesting expanded church 
and social programs to meet the needs of those in the 75-and-over age bracket. 

The Board also urged the mobilization of the religious community to work for 
banning the production and use of toxic herbicides; supported the restoration 
of the $20,000 exemption for income earned abroad by U.S. citizens to relieve 
missionary hardships; budgeted expenditures of about $39 million depending on 
World Service income; heard that a record $17 million in Advance Special giving 
is anticipated for 1979; and agreed to submit four models to the location study 
committee established by the 1976 General Conference, in an effort to disperse 
some staff to other parts of the country while retaining the New York City 
headquarters. 

Actions by various divisions included support by the National Division for self-



determination fo r Puerto Rico, approval by the World Division of a China 
program of study and exchanges, adoption by the Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Concerns Division of a study on Evangelism and Persons of Other Faiths for 
church-wide use, and consolidation by the Education and Cultivation Division 
of two of its three sections into a mission development unit and a unit on 
mission resources . For Women' s Division actions, see The Moving Finger 
Wri t es in this is sue. 

Commissioning. At Arch Street United Methodist Church in Philadelphia 
Oct 17, 14 men and women were commi ssioned as United Methodist missionaries 
or deaconesses to "take the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ into all the 
world ... " New World Division missionaries are Stephen and Gail Quigg, Elmer, 
N.J., Nigeria; Hugh and Elizabeth Frazer, Hagerstown, Md., Zaire; and Darrell 
and Dolores Whiteman, Worthington, Ohio, New Guinea. Deaconesses are Ruth 
Clark, Silver Lake, N.Y., to Keene, Calif . ; Elizabeth Hanson, Evanston, Ill., 
assignment pending; Ann Janzen, Harrisburg, Pa . , to Hayesville, N.C.; Mabel 
E. Johnson, New York, to serve there; Deborah A. Pittman, Waycross, Ga., 
to Bismark, N.D., and Mary Martin Schule, Kansas City, Mo., to Biloxi, Miss. 
Serving in the National Division at Taos, N.M., will be David and Patricia 
Warden, Jonesboro, Tenn . Three bishops participated in the "celebration of 
mission" at the church and 350 board members, staff, friends and local church 
members attended. 

Boston . Religious leaders in Boston have stepped up their response to the 
racial violence besetting the city follow i ng the shooting of a black high 
school football player. Saying "the survival of the soul of the city" is 
at stake, United Methodist Bishop Edward G. Carroll has denounced racism 
repeatedl y in the media and at church assemblies. At a press conference in 
late October he and Roman Catholic Cardinal Humberto Medeiros challenged 
Bostonians to sign a "covenant of justice, equity and harmony" denouncing 
violence, rejecting "any and all special interest groups and leaderships," 
and calling for prayer, the celebration of diversity and fulfillment of the 
dream of freedom for all . ... The tensions that have accompanied school 
bussing have obscured some tentative progress in race relations, believes 
Richard Peters, director of Cooper Community Center in the black Roxbury 
area. "There is a little more interaction, a getting beyond the racial 
turf, " reports the director of the United Methodist community center. "And 
in a city famous for out standing colleges at its back door, white parents 
are recognizing what minority parents have always been attuned to--the 
detri ment of bad schools and the importance of education." Last summer 
Cooper Center sponsored a successful two-month-long "Camp Unity" in suburban 
Westwood for 200 black, white and Hispanic youths. While voluntary multi
r acial ventu res like that remain "exceptional" in ethnocentric Boston, Peters 
said , settlement houses in t he city are increasing cooperation across racial 
and community lines. 

Klan . Sybil Dodson, director of a United Methodist community center in 
Columbus, Georg ia which has battled racial bigotry, says she is "very concerned 
by t he murders i n North Carolina and the extremism of Klan, Nazis and Communists." 
She sai d Columbus has been quiet since a Ku Klux Klan parade there last August 
was dwarfed by an inte r -racial "revival-like" march for unity and brotherhood 
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the same day. Mrs. Dodson was a speaker at a post-march rally organized by 
the local NAACP and backed by the Open Door Community House, the center. 
Campaigning for a non-violent march, the Open Door sold enough "We Are One" 
buttons at $1 apiece to finance three scholarships for black and white students. 
It may be coincidental, Mrs. Dodson said, but since that outpouring of unity 
and good faith, published reports that the Klan planned a regional headquarters 
for Columbus have not materialized. But she is not complacent. "The Klan's 
claim to be Christian chall~nges the church to more overtly express our 
commitment," she said. "We can't just react when the Klan acts. 11 

The Border. The National Division of the Board of Global Ministries is pre
paring for a major Consultation on the Southwestern Border in El Paso, Texas 
Jan. 14-16. At three preparatory "mini-consultations" in San Diego, Albuquerque 
and McAllen, Texas, in August and September, representatives of church agencies 
along the Mexico-U.S. border, Hispanic church leaders and community representa
tives discussed a range of issues which will probably come before the El Paso 
consultation, issues such as bilingual education, documentation for and services 
to aliens, farmworkers' conditions, and sensitization of Anglos. A Mexican 
Methodist Church delegation will attend the El Paso consultation, which is 
expected to have major impact on National Division priorities. 

Malaysia. Two veteran United Methodist missionaries to Malaysia, the Revs. 
Andrew Fowler and Andrew Jackson (Jack) Williamson, have joined the faculty 
of the Malaysian Theological Seminary in Kuala Lumpur, which opened a year ago 
under Methodist, Anglican and Lutheran sponsorship. Fowler and wife Nina have 
worked among the !bans in Sarawak, Williamson and wife Judy with Chinese in 
West Malaysia and Singapore. The seminary is but one example of growing inter
church cooperation among Christians in Muslim Malaysia. The year 1979 also 
marked the first-ever, all-inclusive National Christian Conference, also held 
in the capital city. 

Staff Changes. New to the National Division of the Board of Global Ministries 
are Juanita Ivie, Vandon Windsor, Robert Powell, Walter Plummer, George Wayne 
Cuff, Raul Quintanilla, and Russel Davenport, all in Field and Finance. Promoted 
to assistant general secretaries in the division are John Jordan, Mission Leader
ship; Negail R. Riley, Parish Ministries, and James Davis, Congregational Develop
ment . . Sarla Lall becomes Research Director. In the Education and Cultivation 
Division, William T. Carter is the new assistant general secretary of the 
Mission Development section. For the Boar~ as a whole Rosa Tsui has been 
promoted to programmer, Treasury. Resignations include Robert 0. Wallace, 
William Smartt, and Minnie Stein, National Division; Peter Mclaughlin, Programmer 
for the Treasury; Charles Frazier, Health and Welfare Ministries, and Juanita 
Wright, Education and Cultivation Division. 

Judicial Council. A number of rulings were handed down by the "supreme court" 
of the United Methodist Church at its October meeting in Washington, D.C. Every 
UM minister ''in good standing and in the effective relationship" with an annual 
conference is eligible for appointment, it was ruled in the case of a self
proclaimed practicing homosexual pastor in New York, The Rev. Paul Abels. The 
Council noted that any change in the status of a minister "is entrusted by the 
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Discipline to the annual conference." In other rulings, the Council refused to 
consider a challenge to church boards' decision not to meet in states which have 
not ratified the Equal Rights Amendment, ruled that a bishop cannot place a 
minister involuntarily on a leave of absence, cleared the way for churches in 
Puerto Rico to gain autonomous status. 

Deaths. Madeline Lary, a deaconess who retired in 1958 after 23 years of service, 
died Sept. 26 in Waterville, Me .... Ruth Robinson Matthews, 83, active for many 
years as a Jurisdictional WSCS president, member of the former Board of Missions 
and Board of Evangeli sm , died October 19 in Nashville, Tenn .... Louise Robinson, 
90, a missionary in China for 30 years and an executive of the Women's Division 
of the Board of Missions, died September 12 in the Brooks Howell Home, Asheville, 
N.C .... Louise Streb, a retired deaconess with 43 years of service, died October 
15 in Cincinnati, Ohio .... James \~. Sells, long-time executive secretary of the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction and a founder of the Protestant Radio and Television 
Center in Atlanta, died in early October. 

General Conference Briefing. Issues related to finance, homosexuality and the 
setting of priorities for the 1980-84 Quadrennium were highlighted at a pre
General Conference briefing in Indianapolis, Ind., ov. 2-4. Sponsored by 
United Methodist Communications and the United Methodist Association of CorT1Tiuni
cators, the briefing drew 180 editors, corT1Tiunicators and General Conference 
delegates. Presentations were made by representatives of the denomination's 
general boards and agencies and a number of caucuses. Highlights include: a 
proposed World Service Fund budget of $28 452,000 in 1981 (up seven percent 
from the current level) to rise to $32,245,000 by 1984· opposition by most 
groups to the concept of "designated giving" by which local churches could 
withold funds from specific agencies; proposed alterations in the pension 
plan for clergy to raise all pensions to a more adequate level and eliminate 
unfunded liability across the church; the possible impact of some $600 million 
claims in class action suits arising out of the bankruptcy of the Pacific Homes 
chain of retirement and health-care homes; proposals to eliminate present 
language in the Discipline conderT1Tiing homosexuality and forbidding funding of 
any advocacy of homosexual causes; proposal for a single missional priority on 
developing and strengthe ing the Ethnic inority Local Church and five (unfunded) 
special programs. 

Emory University. hat is believed to be the single largest donation in the 
history of American philanthropy was announced on ovember 8 when Robert 
Woodruff, 90, gave three million shares of Coca-Cola stoc to Emory Univer si y. 
The stock is valued at more than 100 million dollars and at curren dividend 
rates would generate nearly six million dollars a year in income or he U 
school. Mr. Woodruff is retired chairman of the soft drin company and had 
already contributed large sums to the Atlanta university. 
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~ EDITORIALSC!J 
WHAT (YEAR-OF-THE) CHILD 
IS THIS? 

As we celebrate the birth of the Christ 
Child this season we wish we could say 
that this past International Year of the 
Child had been a bigger hit than it was, 
at least in the U.S. 

All has not been negative, by any 
means. There are certainly more people 
involved in child advocacy than there 
were at the beginning of the year. And 
some imaginative programs have been 
started on the state level, such as a 
program in Iowa to teach children what 
to do in case of a tornado, and a 
preventive health care program in North 
Carolina. Many church groups have-
to use the current parlance-had their 
" consciousness raised" about the needs 
for child advocacy. But nationally the 
International Year of the Child never 
seemed to take off. 

One reason must certainly be that the 
" Year" faced numerous ideological 
attacks by the far Right. These attacks 
were often emotional and unrelated to 
the real issues of the welfare of children, 
but they were nonetheless successful in 
blunting the success of the program. 

The l.Y.C. did underline what many 
people have been saying for years, that 
children are no one's " constituency" in 
Congress. The President's commission 
on the Year of the Child was slow getting 
started because of delayed Congression
al appropriations and the total amount 
to be spent will be a meagre $1 .7 
mill ion by next Spring. 

In terms of national legislation per
haps the biggest "plus" for children was 
the Social Services and Child Welfare 
bill (H.R. 3434) which passed the 
House overwhelmingly (401-2) in early 
August, was weakened in the Senate, is 
currently in House-Senate Conference 
and should probably be passed before 
Christmas. Among other things, this bill 
would require states to provide alterna
tives to foster care, such as day care and 
crisis counselling, and would tighten up 
the review procedures for children in 
foster care so that they don't get lost in 
the system. At this point, we do not 
know how this bill will eventually come 
out and whether Senate imposed limits 
on foster care spending will be retained, 
but even if they are this is a long overdue 
reform in foster care programs that 

would not have been possible without 
the emphasis this year on children . 

Another bill, which is part of Presi
dent Carter's overall health program, is 
designed to locate poor children need
ing medical care. Known as the Child 
Health Assurance Program (CHAP), the 
bill's biggest liability is that it calls for 
more spending and will not be acted on 
until next year, an election year. Its 
prospects therefore aren't too bright. 

Except for these two bills, the record 
basically bears out the assertion of 
Morton Rogers, of the Children's Aid 
Society of New York, who said, " I don't 
think there's been the kind of commit
ment on the part of Government to 
make sure that the I. Y. C. had the kind of 
accomplishments it should have." 

A WORTHY PRIZE 
The award of the Nobel Peace Prize 

to Mother Teresa of Calcutta is a fitting 
award in a. number of ways. World 
famous for her care of the destitute and 
dying, she is a living symbol of Christian 
compassion and love. In awarding her 
the prize, the Nobel Committee singled 
out several aspects of her work, particu
larly with children (because of the 
International Year of the Child) and with 
refugees. They went further in pointing 
out that although Mother Teresa did not 
work directly in the area of peace, her 
care for the poor dealt with underlying 
causes for war. These are all reasons 
worth pondering. 

The extraordinary appeal of Mother 
Teresa as a person, in addition to her 
work, may be summed up in two 
quotations. She had been invited to 
appear at the now-postponed National 
Convocation on Christian Mission of the 
Board of Global Ministries this year. 
Replying, in a simple hand-written 
note,. she sent her regrets because of 
other commitments but she said that she 
would pray for its success (" that you 
may all be one heart full of love, peace 
and joy") and asked for prayers for 
herself and "our people ." She also 
enclosed a prayer of Cardinal New
man's which seems to us to characterize 
Mother Teresa herself. It is called 
" Radiating Christ" : 

" Dear Jesus, help me to spread thy 
fragrance everywhere I go. Flood my 

soul w ith thy spi rit and 11te. r-enetrate 
and possess my whole being so utter ly 
that al I my I ife may on ly be a rad iance of 
thine. Shine through me, and be so in 
me that every sou l I come in contact 
w ith may feel thy presence in my sou l. 
Let them look up and see no longer me 
but only Jesus! Stay with me, and then I 
shall begin to sh ine as Thou sh inest, so 
to shine as to be a light to others; the 
light, 0 Jesus, will be al l from Thee; 
none of it will be mine; it wil l be Thou 
shin ing on others through me. Let me 
thus praise Thee in the way Thou dost 
love best by shin ing on those around 
me . Let me preach Thee w ithout 
preaching, not by words but by my 
example, by the catch ing force of the 
sympathetic influence of what I do, the 
evident fulness of the love my heart 
bears to Thee. Amen. " 

The other quotation is from Mother 
Teresa and must equally be taken into 
account. She noted that " I have been 
told that the poor are being spoiled-by 
my work. We ll, at least one congrega
tion is spoiling the poor, because 
everyone else is spoiling the rich ." 

A ST ART IN KAMPUCHEA 
It now looks as if an aroused world 

conscience is finally beginn ing to mo
bilize to save the starving people of 
Kampuchea (Cambodia). Better late 
than never. 

The sheer eriormity of the situation in 
that desperate country has so stunned 
the world thf}t it has played its own part 
in inhibiting action . Where do you 
begin when literally mi ll ions of people 
are starving to death, when farmers 
have eaten their seed for crops rather 
than plant it, when the enti re country 
has only about 50 doctors? 

The situation in Kampuchea itse lf is 
complicated by the civil war there. The 
government in Phnom Penh suspects 
that relief is a pretext for strengthen ing 
the Pol Pot guerrillas, fears that China 
might use a pretext for an invasion, and 
distrusts U.S. aid as a cover for intell i
gence operations. Moreover, the opera
tion needed is so massive that it is 
doubtful that the Kampuchean govern
ment can carry it out and no govern
ment cares to admit it is not in contro l. 
Even in the U .S. response, pol itical 
jockeying between the Carter admini s
tration and Senator Kennedy has played 
a part. 

Well , these are problems but people 
are dying and help must be sent. Church 
World Service has cal led forfive million 
dollars from Protestants (UMCOR w ill 
attempt to raise two million of this in a 
special offering). Let us pray that we 
save as many people as we can . 

I... 
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hristmas in America 
this year finds more 
and more people mak
ing agonizing family 
decisions about the 

basic necessities of life. For the very 
poor, as well as for many not so poor, 
the awful choice comes down to this: 
to heat or to eat. President Carter told 
us in July that we are in the grip of a 
"national malaise" brought about by 
the energy crisis. 

It is more than coincidence that the 
Christian celebration of the coming of 
Light into the world should occur on 
top of the winter solstice, the darkest 
ti me of the year. No one knows at what 
time of the year Christ was born, but it 
is unlikely it was in December when 
Palestine is cold and rainy and no 
decent shepherd keeps his flock to 
watch by night in that weather. The 
early Church was not simply trying to 
subvert a popular Roman festival but 
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also to make a point about Light and 
Darkness when it chose mid-winter as 
the time to celebrate the Nativity. They 
were conscious then-as we are more 
and more conscious now-of the 
finitude of their own energy, or light, 
resources and the magnitude of God's. 
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A Good New Testament Word 

" Energy" is a very good New 
Testament word. It is one of the many 
English words we have taken com
pletely from Greek. In its various noun 
and verb forms it occurs about twenty 
eight times in the Greek New Testa
ment. It is usually translated by words 
such as "work", "wrought" and " ac
complish" . Only once, in Colossians 
1 :29, do the Revised Standard Version 
translators actually use the word " en
ergy" in the translation . 

But here is how some of those verses 
would read with the word " energy" 
translating energeo or energeia . " For 
God is the energizer (at work) in you 
both to will and to energize (do) for his 
chosen purpose" (Philippians 2:13). 
" He will transfigure our humble body 
and give it a form similar to his own 
resplendent glory, according to the 
energy (working) of the power by 
which he subjects all things under 
him" (Phil. 3:21). " . .. And in whom 
you were raised through faith in the 
energy (active power, New English 
Bible) of God who raised Him from the 
dead" (Colossi ans 2: 12). 

God is not the only one who has 
energy in the New Testament. The 
" secret power of wickedness" has 
energy (II Thess . 2: 7), and so does 
death (II Cor. 4 :12). So also in James 
5:6 does prayer: "The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and 
energizing (AV: availeth much) ." 

Many of the energy references are 
related in one way or another to Christ. 
Colossians 1 :28, 29 reads " ... to 
present each one a mature member in 
Christ. To this end I am toiling 
agonizingly in power with all the 
energy of Him who energizes within 
me. " The New English Bible says : 
" with all the energy and power of 
Christ at work in me." Paul is con
trasting his own agonizing toil with the 
energy, mentioned twice, of Christ at 
work in him . Christ, and Christ alone, 
is the reason Paul has the resources for 
the task he must do. 

In the Gospels, the only use of 
" energy" is in Matthew 14 :2, and the 
parallel passage in Mark 6:14, in 
which Herod thinks that Jesus is John 
the Baptist returned to life "and that is 
why these miraculous powers are 
energizing (at work) in him." 

Some of the most striking instances 
of the use of " energy" occur in the 
epistle to the Ephesians, the letter 
which more than any other exalts 
Christ as head of the Church . In verse 

eleven of the first chapter we read: " In 
Christ we have been given our share of 
the inheritance according to the pur
pose of Him who energizes (accom
plishes) all things according to the 
counsel of His will." 

Later in the same chapter, in verses 
19 and 20, we read : " and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power 
according to the energy (working, 
resources) of his mighty strength , 
which he energized (accomplished, 
wrought) in us when he raised Christ 
from the dead ." Here we have the 
same double use of " energy" which 
appeared in Colossians 1 :29, with the 
same association with power and 
strength. 

Further along in the epistle, in 3:7, 
the apostle writes about the Gospel " of 
which I became a servant according to 
the gift of the grace of God given to me 
by the energy (working) of his power." 
And in Colossians 4 :6, he says that 
Christ "i s the head and on Him the 
whole body joined and knit together 
by every joint, when each part is 
energizing (working properly), makes 
bodily growth and upbuilds itse lf in 
love." 

"Energy" occurs in the famous 
benediction in Ephesians 3 :20. " Now 
unto Him who is able to do immea
surably more that we can either ask or 
receive, according to the power ener
gizing (at work) in us ... . " It is 
interesting that this is the second time 
" energy" is used in this epistle in the 
same verse in which the word " im
measurable" appears. 

In Paul's letter to the Galatians, the 
word " energy" again occurs twice in 
one verse (2:8) . According to the 
Interpreter's Bible the word should be 
translated the same way each time. 
"For he who energized (worked 
through) Peter for the ,mission to the 
circumcised energized (worked 
through) me for the mission to the 
Gentiles." 

In Galatians 3:5 Paul asks, " Does 
the one who supplies the Spirit to you 
and who energizes power (works 
miracles) do so by the words of the law 
or by hearing with faith?" As Dr. 
Stamm notes in the Interpreter's Bible : 
" The action is going on right under the 
eyes of the observer: a continuous, 
never-ending, ever-increasing supply 
of God's own Spirit." We might just 
add the one word "energizing" to that 
list. 

And finally, in a word especially 
appropriate for our day, Paul sums up 
in Galatians 5:6 that " In Christ Jesus 

"The early Church 
was trying to 
make a point 
about Light and 
Darkness when it 
chose mid-winter 
to celebrate the 
Nativity." 

The variety of goods produced for the 
Christmas market becomes 
bewildering. 

New World Outlook • December 1979 [489] 9 
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" . . . The Christmas season is identified with the 'good life' and the 
fulfillment of the American dream." This is the giant 

Christmas tree at New York's Rockefeller Center. 
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neither circumcision nor uncircumci
sion is of any avail but only of faith 
energizing (working through) love." 

Clearly, the earl y Church knew 
nothing about an energy shortage. 
They knew beyond question that the 
trials of this present age endure but for 
a season but God 's working in Christ in 
human hearts is an ever renewable 
resource . Faith and prayer are their 
own energy resources, as they tap the 
immeasurable greatness of God's re
sources. 

Christmas and "The Good Life" 

The Christmas season is a time in 
which we should be reminded of the 
" energy" of God's grace in Jesus 
Christ. Unfortunately, it is in reality the 
one season of the year which has 
contributed the most to the energy 
problems we face . In the making, 
marketing and selling of often outra
geously expensive and energy con
suming gifts the Christmas season is 
identified with the " good life" and the 
fulfillment of the American dream. Of 
course, within reason gift giving is an 
appropriate way to remember God's 
gift to us, but in how many homes has 
this practice gone beyond reason? 

The good life is associated in the 
minds of many people not with 
attitudes of compassion and selfless
ness, not with concern for the plight of 
the less fortunate and the homeless, 
but with the accumulation of posses
sions. More possessions means the 
better life to millions of people and the 
Christmas season is the time of the year 
in which this urge finds its greatest 
expression . Many store owners count 
on Christmas to make up a third or 
more of their annual sales . A large 
portion of these gifts are electric 
appliances reflecting the subcon
scious equation to many people that 
the good life and a higher standard of 
living requires greater use of energy. 
Until a few years ago utility companies 
promoted electrical appliances for 
Christmas; now they urge conserva
tion . 

In April , 1977 President Carter told 
the American people on national 
television that " Each American uses 
the energy equivalent of 60 barrels of 
oil per person each year. Ours is the 
most wasteful nation on earth . We 
waste more energy than we import. 
With about the same standard of living 
we use twice as much energy per 
person as do other countries like 
Germany, Japan and Sweden." The 
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President then went on to outline ten 
principles of his energy plan, includ
ing conservation , development of un
conventional sources of energy, fa ir
ness of energy al location, protection of 
the environment, and governmental 
responsi bi I ity . 

Unfortunately, the country and the 
Congress failed to take the President 
seriously and we ended up with what 
Mr. Carter two years later called a 
" national malaise" over our failure to 
deal with the energy problems we 
face . 

This malaise will certainl y increase 
unless we make as great an effort to 
reduce our need for energy as we are 
making to find new energy resources . 
The only way we can do that is to 
change our conception of energy not 
as a gift to be exploited but as a gift to 
be husbanded and cared for and of 
which we have been made stewards 
for future generations. 

In the last year one of the most 
ridiculous statements this writer heard 
was made by a top theologian and 
ethicist at Harvard University, Dr. 
Preston Williams, who asserted that a 
report he had studied on energy put 
" too much emphasis" on future gen
erations. It is not possible within the 
Christian conception of Creation to be 
" too concerned " with those who 
come after us. Undeniably, the current 
life style of industrial civilizations 
greatly mortgages the happiness of 

future generations for the sake of the 
enjoyment of the present generation . 

A celebration of the Incarnation 
which contributes to the exploitation 
of those resources, such as the pur
chase of brand new gas guzzling cars 
or energy wasteful appliances, is a 
denial of God 's Creation and therefore 
a less than appropriate celebration of 
the birth of Christ. 

This does not mean a return to 
absolute primitivism and a denial of 
comforts . Much technological 
progress has resulted in great benefits 
for us which God does not intend for us 
to deny. But we must begin to deny the 
equation of greater energy usage with 
a higher standard of living and with a 
higher morality (those.richly blessed 
are somehow " better people" than 
those not so well off) . And we must see 
that the American consumption of 
energy has been a bad example for the 
rest of the world which would like to 
have this same standard of living, and 
this has resulted in a quantum jump in 
the use of fossi I-based fuels by devel 
oping nations. 

This Christmas God is calling us to 
an examination of our use of energy. 
And God is also calling us to greater 
faith and reliance on Him as the true 
Energizer . As St. Paul wrote ( I 
Corinthians 12 :6) : " There are many 
forms of energy, but it is the same God 
who is The Energizer of all things in all 
people." • 

Nativity, by Georges de la Tour. 

"The Christmas 
season is a time 
in which we 
should be 
reminded of the 
'energy' of God's 
grace in Jesus 
Christ." 
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Nobody is at Christmas 
Nobody is at Christmas, 
nobody but the angels, 
I see the people at the dinners, 
the wining and the presents, 
I see them glowing with self love 
and self adoration. 

Nobody is at Christmas, 
only the lonely and the poor. 
They see the Holy Child. 
They warm to the real thing. 
They know He kept the meaning 
to Himself, but gave them this one rose, 
this one poem day. 

Marion Schoeberlein 
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Star Ways 

Stars move us 
lead us out 
through space and time 
to worlds unseen, unthought. 

This new star 
leads us in 
through flesh and blood and tears 
to here and now. 

Bright key 
both to the heart 
of God anctl man 
born in this light 
that gathers to a cross 
above a sleeping town. 

J. Barrie Shepherd 
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Christmas Witnessed by an Ivory Angel 
and a Water-color Christ 

These humans are such fools. 
They don't know what Christmas is. 
The thought of them getting presents 
Gives their eyes a constant fever. 
They love themselves. 

If only they would have known 
The real Christ, the First Christmas. 
The songs around him singing 
Were velvet buttons. 
The shepherds and the lambs were 
His true friends. 

They think they know what Christmas is. 
I cry for them. 
I stand in the snow and watch 
Them hating each other. 

I cannot move, but my heart moves, 
Fools deserve prayers. 
And so I pray a million prayers. 

Marion Schoeberlein 



T;,ing to Ive a simple life 
Greg Geleynse 

E. xcept for the big yellow farm- about their " community". It was the 
house by the road , the farm livingroomonlyinthesensethatitwas 

looks quite deserted . What remains of the part of the house where they had 
an unpainted barn stands frailly living room furniture. The simple 
against the wind. A few cows and wooden structure in which they lived 
horses graze uncaringly on the rolling had no big walls or enclosed rooms. 
pasture . What look like big treehouses I soon discovered that Manna Farm 
on the ground loom in the distance, remains somewhat of an enigma even 
connected by a dirt road . The land is to its inhabitants. " If you asked any of 
boggy and covered by trees and brush . us why we came here, we'd probably 
But to the families of Steve Tamminga, all give you a different answer, " 
Bernie Brower, and Ron Snyder- replied Bernie with a chuckle when I 
some 19 people-this is Manna Farm asked what had brought these Mid-
and " home sweet home." westerners from Kalamazoo, Michi-

As I pulled my car into the driveway gan, to this 80 acre rundown farm near 
of Manna Farm on a blustery Saturday Bellingham, Washington , six years 
morning, I was met by Bernie who ago. Steve and Linda agreed, and all 
lives with his family in the yellow three were almost apologetic when 
farmhouse. Together we walked down they said the name of the farm was 
the dirt road leading to the farthest Manna Farm. They were also hesitant 
" treehouse" where the Tammingas to call themselves an intentional Chris-
live. Linda Tamminga apologized for tian community despite the fact that 
her messy house, showing that she still they live communally . 
had some true Dutch Reformed blood But one thing they were very certain 
in her. I sat down with Bernie and the about, they believed the Lord had led 
Tammingas in the living room to talk them to this farm and the Holy Spirit 
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had brought them together as a sharing 
and caring group of Christians. 

They all had made quite a turnabout 
in life and work before coming west. 
Both Bernie and Steve are ordained 
ministers in the Reformed Church in 
America and both had been trained in 
inner city ministry . They had worked 
in Cleveland, Chicago, and Muskee
gon, Michigan, before beginning a 
youth ministry in Kalamazoo . It was 
here that they met the Snyders. After 
two years together, they headed for 
Oregon before ending up in northwest 
Washington. 

Only Bernie had had any farm 
experience as he grew up on a small 
farm . However, he hated it and never 
had any intentions of ever farming 
again. But now they have a few cows 
and horses, as wel I as some raspberries 
and a smal I garden . They also have 
learned enough carpentry to have built 
the Tamminga and Snyder wooden 
houses. 

They left the conventional ministry 



because they became frustrated with 
its superficiality . " All we were doing 
was bandaging, and not getting to the 
source of the problem," explained 
Steve. They wanted more intimate 
contact with people rather than work
ing through programs and bureaucra
cy. And they have been able to do this 
at Manna Farm. It has become a 
spiritual retreat of sorts. People with 
personal problems or marital prob
lems, or people without any clear 
direction of where they want to go in 
life often come to Manna Farm, either 
to live for a while or just to talk. 

Things have not been easy financial
ly for Manna Farm, but they are 
committed to following Jesus' com
mand to seek first the kingdom of God. 
They share their money from a com
mon pot. The biggest source of income 
is Ron Snyder's job as a social worker. 
Besides working on the farm, Steve 
and Bernie do many odd jobs such as 
preaching, driving a school bus, deliv
ering furniture for a local store, and 
other jobs for neighbors and friends . 

Uneasiness About Money 

Money causes them some uneasi
ness. "When we do have money we' re 
nervous about it, and when we don't 
have money we're nervous about it, " 
explained Steve with a grin. Their goal 
is to live on an all-cash basis to force 
them to live in more complete trust in 
God to supply their daily needs. 

They presently do have a savings 
account-some money received as a 
gift which they haven't decided what 
to do with yet. They have scrapped all 
credit cards and all insurance policies 
except those necessitated by law. Said 
Steve, " We don' t like to pay institu
tions to deal with our money because 
they don' t allow us to live day by day." 

The lack of money has its benefits as 
well . They jokingly pointed out that 
they don' t have any need for extensive 
budgeting or any fights over money as 
there is so little left over after paying 
their basic bills . 

Despite coming from the same 
ethnic and religious background as 
most of the people in the area, they 
have found it difficult to explain their 
simple lifestyle and their spiritual 
direction to them . There are more than 
a dozen Reformed and Christian Re
formed churches within 15 miles of 
their farm. To these conservative, 
hardworking neighbors, work and 
successfu I careers are nearly next to 
godliness so the lifestyle of those at 

Manna Farm is questionable at best. 
But Steve did not feel a lot of 

pressure from his neighbors, "We've 
been pretty much left alone, " he said, 
"and we can leave people alone-on 
our jobs and in our church generally . 
There are very few questions asked 
because there's a minimal amount of 
knowledge known and that's usually 
enough for people unless there is some 
reason for them to become deeply 
involved with us. " 

The three families attend First Re
formed Church in nearby Lynden on 
Sunday mornings while holding their 
own services on Sunday night. They 
don't want to alienate themselves 
completely from the institutional 
church . But Steve and Bernie did leave 
the conventional ministry because of 
frustrations with the institutional 
church and these frustrations haven' t 
left. 

They believe that ministers are put 
far too much on a pedestal and it' s easy 
forthem to get caught up in this feeling 
of authority and achievement, making 
it difficult for the Holy Spirit to move 
through them or through their church . 

Said Steve, /1 All of us have a desire 
to be accepted, to be achievers; we're 
taught that through the educational 
system. We feel it's something we 
actively don't want. We feel the gospel 
talks a great deal about serving and 
releasing one's self from self display, 
from being out front. This speaks 
judgment on the church ." 

They also believe the church has 
neglected to emphasize community 

. . 

and edification . They blame this on the 
church being influenced far too much 
by society which does not leave much 
room for the Spirit to work drawing 
Christians together. 

Trying to Live a Simple Life 

Steve again explained, "We' re at
tempting to live a simple l ife . We're 
not always able to do that. The 
encouragement of our society has 
been pretty much against us to do that. 
Everything is geared for the individual 
family. Christians have gotten caught 
up in this due to not really believing 
that the Spirit brings people together 
but believing rather that it's better to be 
separate, and faith in that separateness 
brings about separateness." 

They feel very little support from the 
local churches but remain slow to 
criticize public ly. Steve commented, 
" If I can encourage someone else to 
find what God is saying to them, then 
that wi 11 happen better than if I stand 
over against that person and criticize . 
There doesn' t seem to be much 
encouragement and edification com
ing to us for what we're doing even 
though if you look at what we' re 
doing, we are probably doing more 
than individual families can do in 
some very definite areas. " 

They are also slow to push their 
lifestyle on people . They believe that 
everyone must be personally account
able to God in how they live. Accord
ing to Bernie, " The model is Jesus; 
ever one is called to follow Jesus. 

./ : ' .. .. · ·,, 
Steve Tamminga and friends brush and clean one of the draft horses (above). 
Bernie Brower milks his Jersey cow (opposite page). 
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Steve and Linda Tamminga follow a 
horse hauling logs. 

urhey are living a 
simple community 

life-a lifestyle they 
believe is more 
consistent with 

how they perceive 
Jesus' teachings in 

the New 
Testament." 

Every Christian especially has that 
calling. Jesus has given us his Spirit to 
equip us with the ability to do that. " 

Steve continued , " If people can , 
after asking the Lord to shed I ight on 
their life, continue to live the way they 
are and with the values they have, then 
praise God . But on the other hand, if 
they can't, I believe a change should 
take place-a very definite change
physically, geographically, and eco
nomically. " 

Despite the positive aspects of their 
life together, the families have had 
their share of disappointments, unful
filled dreams, and doubts. They have 
not been able to develop the farm as 
much as they would like to. Bernie 
pointed to the barn which took 9 
horrible beating from the northeast 
winter winds and made his winter 
morning milking truly a chore. He also 
pointed to a large part of the pasture 
which is boggy and needs to be 
drained. 

Steve and Linda felt burdened by 
their cramped living quarters and 
confessed wishing they had more 
comfort at times. They also dream of 
someday starting a school on the farm 
but as yet the Lord has not seen fit to 
grant them this dream. 

They all confessed frustration in not 
really being able to define what their 
ministry is. Steve mentioned that it 
would be much easier to incorporate 
as Manna Farm and develop a specific 
ministry because "serving individual 
people is not very reportable ." 
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But despite these frustrations, Steve 
felt very free . " The freedom that I 
feel," he said, " is that our way of life is 
more consistent with what I hear Jesus 
talking about in the New Testament. 
I'm not freed from the fear and anxiety 
that is a part of me, the part that goes 
against the grain of what people are 
telling me is freedom and security. But 
I feel the Lord has placed me here and 
that's freedom and security." 

They further believe that the most 
important aspect of their lives is not 
what they do or what they might hope 
to do, but rather it is having a vibrant 
personal relationship with their 
Lord-and they admit that's often 
difficult in the light of their frustrations . 
As Bernie put it, " We all tend to be 
reluctant at times to turn to God and 
live with him in a day by day way, and 
that's when doubts arise." 

But Linda believed that through all 
the struggles, the Lord was teaching 
them to wait upon Him. " Things that 
we are skeptical about become a gift to 
us," she said , " and the things we think 
of as being good-such as starting a 
school-often turn out to be a huge 
flop. We are learning that God is a 
jealous God and he wants us to have a 
relationship with him first of all. " 

Manna Farm remains somewhat of 
an enigma both to its inhabitants and 
to the prosperous dairy farmers and 
hard-working rural folks of northwest 
Washington. And the Browers , 
Snyders, and Tammingas seem to be 
content to leave it that way. They are 
not writing many books, making many 
speeches, or espousing any new eco
nomic, spiritual , or sociological uto
pian ideas. But instead they are living a 
simple community life-a lifestyle 
they believe is more consistent with 
how they perceive Jesus' teachings in 
the New Testament. In so living, they 
believe they are a sign of God's 
kingdom, and a witness to His demand 
on their lives. 

And if nothing else can be said for 
their community, it seems to have 
produced marital bliss-at least for the 
Tammingas. As Steve said with a wink, 
" Linda and I have made a bargain . I 
don't try to run her life and I don 't try to 
run mine. " With that, Linda went to 
wash dishes, Bernie went to examine 
once again the forlorn looking barn , 
and Steve went to the horse shed to 
prepare a sermon for Sunday while 
shoeing one of his horses. • 

Greg Geleynse is a free-lance writer liv ing 
in Lynden, Washington . 



This housing in Zaire changed a bleak strip of land into a community. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
A Ministry that Works Janet Perry Fairhurst 

The building of homes, available at 
low cost to those in dire need of 
adequate housing is the primary pur
pose, hope, function , and glory of 
Habitatfor Humanity, a new approach 
to Christian mission . 

The idea started back in 1968 when 
there was a real need for decent 
housing in Koinonia, in southwest 
Georgia. A small band of Christians 
decided to form Koinonia Partners 
(partners with God to do His work) and 
establish a Fund for Humanity which 
could be supported by Koinonia coop
erative enterprises and by gifts from 
friends who recognized the need . By 
1972, twenty-five houses had been 
built in Koinonia Village and sold to 
the poor landless families living near
by . (O ne new owner exclaimed , 
" Lord, it's wonderful. Being in this 
house is just like we were buried and 
got dug up! ") The unusual part of the 

" With the exception of 
subsistence, there 1s no 
more essential concern for 
human beings than the set
ting in which they live. " 

United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements 

sale was that no profit or interest was 
added to the cost of the house which 
was to be paid off in twenty years. The 
payments went back into the Fund for 
Humanity, and the families were 
invited to give of their own resources, 
money or labor, to share in the 
ministry that had benefited them . 

During the past decade, this type of 
ministry also has built homes and 
communities in Africa, in the Equator 

Region of Zaire. Sponsored by the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Chri st) 
and with " associated service status" 
from the United Church of Christ, 
Board of World Ministries, Dr. Millard 
Fuller and his family flew to Zaire in 
1973 to Mbandaka, the capital city of 
the Equator Region in Zaire . There the 
church and civic leaders urged them to 
work on housing projects. " The num
ber one problem in the whole Equator 
Region is housing," they said . Dr. 
Fuller started in but found he had a 
broken-down sand-and-block ma
chine, inept labor, political restraints 
as well as cultural idiosyncrasies to 
understand and overcome. In spite of 
these frustrations, through his persi s
tent efforts, permission was finally 
given to build some houses under the 
jurisdiction of the central church. This 
church supervised the funds . The land 
chosen in thi s formerly Belgian city 
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"There must be love 
in the mortar joints 

which holds the walls 
of the houses together." 

was a wide strip separating the white 
and black communities called Boko
tola which means " the person who 
does not like others. " 

When the building of the houses 
started , a great clamor arose, for 
everyone working on the buildings 
wanted a chance to live in a new 
cement house with floors! The 
thatched roof hut and earthen floors in 
which they had to live did not protect 
them from water and mud when the 
rains came. (Their supposedly lethar
gic ways were due more to intestinal 
disease than the disposition to be 
shiftless.) How to devise a Christian 
means of selecting the new owners, 
how to enable these workers with little 
or no money at all to buy a home? 

From the beginning, Christian par
ticipation, the guidance of God, was 
emphasized . Prayer and songs· and 
worship meetings were held not only 
on Sunday but every morning before 
work began . So the guidelines of 
availability and fairness had to be 
based on the Christian ethic . 

The guidelines that emerged were : 
each owner must have enough fiscal 
responsibility to be able to put down a 
small money payment. Also he was 
expected to work on his own home as 
well as help others . The mortgage 
would extend over twenty years, 
monthly payments being low and no 
interest charged. Because the demand 
was so great, the selecting committee 
had to consider the skills, interests, 
and compatability of the new owners 
to insure justice and diversi ty to the 
growing community. 

In spite of all the frustrations, in two 
years Bokotola became the town of 
Losanganya (meaning " place of no 
discrimination") . More than 160 fortu
nate families had moved into new 
houses with " glad shouts and songs of 
thanksgiving." The low white cement 
houses with their ti led roofs, and 
shrubbery, trees, vegetable and flower 
gardens had made the bleak strip of 
vacant land a thing of beauty. But even 
more, the improved health, pride and 
joy of Christian fellowship uplifted the 
new community. 

The psychological effects on the 

owners were amazing. Living in a 
decent house made each owner feel 
" worthy of his hire." Also he had been 
learning marketable skills in building 
his house and others . One man, 
Mbomba, amazed Millard . When they 
had first started building houses in 
Bokotola, Mbomba had pleaded for a 
job and finally was set to work. He 
learned the building skills so quickly, 
was so good with the other workers, 
that he soon was put in charge. When 
he was at last permitted to buy and 
move into his own home, he had to 
build his furniture, so he used pieces of 
wood left over from making doors and 
windows. When he finished his own 
furniture, others wanted him to make 
pieces for their homes. Now four years 
later, he is employing many workers 
making furniture, has opened a shop to 
sell gifts, and is bu ilding a restaurant. 

" Mbomba is a man who needed a 
chance," said Millard Fuller. " When it 
came, he had taken full advantage of 
it. Within less than three years he had 
gone from being penniless to being an 
employer of seven people .... 
Through it all , he retained his warm 
Christian character and the fu 11 portion 
of his humility and kindness . Mbom
ba, my friend, I shal I always remember 
you as one of the finest men I've ever 
met. " 

The housing miracle in Mbandaka 
had aroused much interest among the 
churches in the United States. Denom
inations, congregations, and people of 
good will across the country were 
enthusiastically supporting the Fund 
for Humanity established in Zaire. 
Toward the end of 1976, they were 
able to obtain more land for homes to 
be added so that a total of 2,000 
people would soon be living in Losan
ganya. In addition , a village 80 miles 
south wanted to rebuild their entire 
community . 

The United Methodist Committee 
on Relief has had an interest in Habitat 
for Humanity since 1976 when it made 
its first grant of $5200 for a dump 
truck. Since then UMCOR has sup
ported a worker for Bokotola for a year 
and a half and made Habitat for 
Humanity an Advance Special 
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project. In January, '78 UMCOR gave 
$12,500 for materials for the housing 
project at Mbandaka. 

Requests for help in erecting new 
communities are continuing to pour in 
for Habitat, as it is now called, has 
become one of the leaders in housing 
for people in the Third World. Also a 
basic ingredient in the housing 
projects is now coming to the fore. 
While the Fund for Humanity was 
established in Zaire by monies from 
the United States, now the payments 
on mortgages made by the new home 
owners in Zaire are sufficient to pay for 
the construction materials, new land 
where necessary and other building 
costs in another new community. The 
Zairois themselves have built up their 
own Fund for Humanity, demonstrat
ing their ability to manage their own 
money, to house their own people. 

When the Fullers returned to Koin
onia in 1976, they were moved to call 
a meeting of Koinonia Partners and 
workers to discuss the future. They 
came together and struggled to know 
God 's wi 11. A conference was arranged 
to be held at Stony Point, New York, 
and here Habitat for Humanity was 
incorporated in early 1977 with a 
Board of Directors of twenty members 
(including J. Harry Haines, United 
Methodist Church). The purposes of 
Habitat for Humanity were affirmed: 
to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through the world by helping disad
vantaged people create a better human 
environment in which to live and 
work; to cooperate with other philan
thropic organizations working for bet
ter conditions for the economically 
disadvantaged ; and to communicate 
the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, 
deed, and the distribution of Bibles 
and Christian literature. 

At the present time there are Habitat 
projects in Mbandaka, Kinshasa, and 
Ntondo, all in Zaire. Affiliated projects 
are being developed in Americus, 
Georgia, where houses are being 
rehabilitated ; San Antonio, housing 
on small city lots; in Morgan and Scott 
Counties, Tennessee in Appalachia, 
housing in coal mining and farming 
areas; Johns Island in South Carolina 
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where isolation and poverty raise 
problems; and in lmmokalee, Florida, 
where homes for migrant workers are 
being planned . 

Millard Fuller, executive director of 
Habitat for Humanity, sat down with a 
group one Sunday to explain the 
economics of Jesus. What are they? 
Back to the Bible he turned. The owner 
of the vineyard paid the same agreed 
amount to all the workers, those who 
began late as well as early . But, 
Millard pointed out, God looks at the 
needs of people, not what they pro
duce. Again at the feeding of the five 
thousand , Christ showed the way. 
Thank God for what you have; then 
take what you have and tackle one job 
at a time. 

Mr. Fuller wrote the story of Habitat 
in a paperback book called Bokotola, 

which was published by Association 
Press two years ago. In it he wrote: 
" The philosophy of tjabitat for Hu
manity is that the economically poor 
need capital, not charity; co-workers, 
not caseworkers . They need partners, 
people who love and respect them and 
who want to stand beside them and 
help free them of the burdens 
they bear .... Two ingredients are 
essential to the success of any venture. 
One, there must be love in the mortar 
joints which holds the walls of the 
houses together. Two, the people must 
participate in working and building 
their community, and the house they 
occupy must be or become their 
own ." • 

Ms . Fairhurst is a free lance writer in New 
York City. 

This project in Americus, Georgia, 
has houses rehabilitated by 
volunteer workers. 
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Citizens' Network at the United Nations 

Technology and the Third 

A series of international conferences 
this year has struggled with wheth

er humanity can still muster the will to 
develop technologies to meet basic 
human needs, or whether our choices 
wi 11 lead to self-destruction. Several 
questions are included in this chal
lenge. Can we survive present dangers 
of nuclear destruction and environ
mental poisoning long enough to learn 
how to meet the energy, food and 
shelter needs of the world 's poor and 
curtail the consumption patterns of the 
affluent? How can Third World coun
tries gain greater power over their own 
scientific destinies? If the governments 
of these "southern" countries do gain 
more power to make their own 
choices, wi 11 they be any more suc
cessful at meeting their people 's basic 
needs than Western governments, 
corporations and private aid groups 
have been? And for those of us who 
believe that all peoples should have 
the power to choose their own futures, 
what ways can we in the affluent 
countries find to support their efforts? 

These issues may seem technical 
and specialized, but they are also 
political and moral . American 
churches joined in confronting the 
first, the threat of nuclear disaster, at 
the WCC Cambridge conference in 
July, which condemned the nuclear 
arms race and proposed a five-year 
moratorium on further nuclear energy 
construction . (See WO, September 
'79, pp. 41-42 .) Its declarations were 
fresh in the minds of at lea t some 
representatives to a worldwide confer
ence a month later, when 151 nations 
met in Vienna for the United ations 
Conference on Science and Technolo
gy for Development. U CSTD, as it 
was labeled, was two conferences in 
one: the official conference of U 
diplomats, and a parallel Forum of 
non-governmental groups. 

The official conference was called 
to plan means of strengthening science 
and technology in Third World coun
tries, both encouraging their own work 
and giving them faster, cheaper acces 
to the 97 percent of new science which 

comes from the United States and 
other highly industrialized countries . 
Although much useful planning went 
on behind the scenes of the confer
ence, the official results were very 
modest. The conference established a 
new U Fund for Science and Tech
nology and agreed to finance it to the 
tune of $250 million at first, which the 
southern countries know is only a drop 
in the bucket of their needs. The 
American delegation, led by Father 
Hesburgh, President of otre Dame, 
contributed to the new initiative of the 
season by presenting our new Institute 
for Scientific and Technological Coop
eration . Built partly out of existing aid 
programs in Washington , it is modeled 
on the widely praised Canadian lnter
nati ona I Development Research 
Centre. The American institute will 
concentrate on new scientific systems 
in areas like energy and natural 
resources . And it will have representa
tives of poor countries as members of 
all its major committees . 

The Group of 77, repre enting the 
Third World , also demanded the right 
to fast, inexpensive access to new 
technologies which private corpora
tions are developing; with few excep
tions private business flatly opposed 
this demand . The American delega
tion helped defeat it , large! b 
ignoring it. All in all , Third World 
governments gained something in 
Vienna, but not near! what the 
wanted , which is quick acce s to the 
most ophisticated computer , nucle
ar technology and metallurgy a ail 
able anywhere. Both sides managed to 
divert their attention from the more 
urgent is ue : Are the complex, e pen
sive technologies the be t choice for 
the world 's rural poor in an ca e? 

Representatives of man non-go -
ernmental groups insi ted the oppo-
site . The aw the go ernment a 
wanting expensive toys wh ich gi e 
their powerful elite more power and 
rarely benefi t the poor. A mile awa 
from the diplomats' meeting , down 
the line erved by trolleys decorated 
w i th t i ny, bra e U flag , the 



Norld Richard 
Tucker 

non-go ernmental Forum met for it 
own ten da of meeting . From 
around the world came repre enta
tive of rural de elopment groups, 
reli f agencie , olar and wind energy 
de igner , natural re ource planners, 
and church group including the 
World Council of Churche . The e 
group have watched large- cale de-
elopment projects like heavy indu -

tr , nuclear generator and ma si e 
h dro lectric dams do a much dam
age ab nefittotheli e oftheworld 's 
pea ant . 

In man countrie hea indu try 
pollute water upplie for workers ' 

ttlement downstream ; in many 
ountrie indu tr u es o much oil 

that the re ulting inflation hurts the 
budget of the poor mo t everel . Jun 
Ui , a ph ici t from Tokyo, de cribed 
the wa ting and crippling di ea e 
which worker in the factories of 
Minamata have been uffering from 
mercur poi oning. Sister Aida Vela -
quez from the Catholic Church in the 
Philippine told a crowded hall about 
a e tinghou e nuclear plant which 
Pre ident Marco quietly agreed to 
bu , to pro ide power for new foreign 
indu trie and American military ba es 
near Manila, until pri ate citizens 
prate ted that it was to be built on an 
earthquake fault ele en miles from an 
acti e olcano. The Westinghouse 
reactor i being reconsidered but it has 
not yet been cancelled , and Minamata 
di ea e has not et been eliminated. 

What i to guarantee that many 
more go ernments will not make the 
ame art of mistakes? And what roles 

can pri ate organizations, churches 
and other citizens' mo ement play? 
Work hop at the Forum suggested 
that one important role is to support 
the earch for mallscale development 
project hich local people in paver

- tricken regions can build them-
el e . The Gandhian tradition of 
illage elfhelp in India was repre
ented in Vienna b Devendra Kumar, 
an urul Hoda and others who orga

nize rural elf-help programs in the 
plain and hill of Gandhi 's homeland . 

The question of 
appropriate technology 
is raised by such things 
as pollution in Hong 
Kong (above) and the 
introduction of 
agricultural machinery 
as in Upper Volta 
(below). Displays at the 
Vienna Conference 
(left) showed African 
methods of storage. 
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A demonstration of new 
rice-farming techniques 

in the Philippines. """-:J .......... 

They are helping to design many 
simple, inexpensive improvements in 
the techniques of the villages. One 
which aroused widespread interest 
was an improved chula , a baked-mud 
cooking stove which can catch twice 
as much heat from firewood as the 
designs in use today. For parts of the 
wor ld where firewood is rapidly dis
appearing, the simple but improved 
chu la is a promising design . Mr. 
Kumar insisted that these modest 
improvements can help people return 
to a harmonious relation with nature. 
This to him is essentia l if humanity is to 
survive economically or spiritually . 

Gandhian leaders were only a few of 
many active workers at the Forum. 
Jacques Bugnicourt and a multina
tiona l team from French-speaking 
Africa spent hours in workshops de
cribing technical details of new plows 
designed for different sorts of soils, 
new attachments for tractors which 
can generate electricity when the day's 
ti ll ing is finished, and improvements 
for water supplies in arid regions. 
Another international team based in 
East Africa described a new approach 
to agro-forestry . They have planted 
species of trees which produce not 
on ly timber for harvesting but many 
other products from their branches, 
leaves, bark and fruit pods. 

These approaches were one con
structive link with the official confer
ence. In a former imperial palace in 
old Vienna, the UN sponsored dis
plays and working models of many 
small -scale technologies, from Mexi
co, Brazi l, Kenya and elsewhere. 
UNESCO's displays reminded visitors 

century French water wheel which is 
being adapted for generating power 
from mountain streams in Nepal and 
elsewhere. Volunteers in Technical 
Assistance, an American group sup
ported partly by governmental funds, 
presented detai Is of its programs which 
support rural development in many 
countries. And the West Africans set 
up models of improved grain storage 
facilit ies, stoves, and waste disposal 
units in the palace's courtyard where 
horse-drawn carriages used to wait for 
Viennese aristocrats. 

For delegates to the Forum, this was 
the constructive work which brought 
them together in strengthening infor
mation networks. It is work which can 
often bridge the gap between private 
organizations and governmental 
agencies. But there is also the task of 
opposing big government and big 
corporate power when their actions 
damage the powerless instead of 
helping them . Antinuclear workers 
from many countries were the clearest 
expression of this work. They were 
spurred on by the fear of other nuclear 
accidents like the Three Mile Island 
breakdown, which all of Europe has 
been discussing this summer. And the 
Native American movement circulated 
information about the rapidly rising 
iate of birth defects which the tribal 
people of uranium-min ing areas of the 
American Southwest are suffering be
cause they are forced to live on or near 
untreated radioactive tailings from the 
mines which fuel nuclear generators. 

Search for Moral Standards 

of the steady work its specialists pursue What moral standards can we bring 
to improve basic living conditions in to this complicated, confusing scene? 
the Third World. Jean Gimpel , a One standard surely is that the world 's 
historian of medieva l European ma- peoples should be heard more often 
ch ines, displayed models of a twelfth- and more clearly when it comes to 
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choosi ng which science and technolo
gy they genuinely need . But if the 
initiative must come much more often 
from them, from the poor and power
less who often know best what meets 
their greatest needs, how can we as 
representatives of affluent countries 
and relatively wel I-heeled organiza
tions support them without insisting 
that the lessons of our own experience 
w ill work best for them too? There are 
no clear guidelines or moral standards, 
no sure generalizations to make in this . 
But sometimes there are roles which 
only we can play . The Sierra Club was 
designated the only non-governmen
tal organization to address the official 
conference . This gave one American 
group the chance to represent their 
Third World allies in warning 
UNCSTD not to support those indus
tries which poison the planet and 
undermine our future hopes. Mustafa 
Tolba, the Egyptian head of the UN 
Environmental Program, had made the 
same warning far more eloquently 
early in the conference. But at least his 
plea was echoed a week later by 
representatives of over twenty groups 
on four continents who joined the 
Sierra Club's manifesto. 

Alliances such as these which 
bridge the gap between north and 
south are fragments of responses to the 
basic needs of our shared future. In 
one workshop on the impact of the 
nuclear industry on the Third World, 
one Asian participant remarked, " We 
are under such enormous pressure 
from the nuclear exporters' salesmen 
and our governments who negotiate in 
secret with them, that we need all the 
allies we can find , to help us with 
research and publicity on the deci
sions about our energy future. " 

Headlines about official results of 
massive conferences usually tell very 
little about the constructive networks 
which grow stronger behind the 
scenes, among alternative technology 
specialists, village development work
ers , environmental lobbyists and 
church representatives . If the Vienna 
meetings were any indication, the 
church is an especially vital part of the 
coalition in countries which do not 
have strong voluntary movements 
based on an affluent middle class. 
There are still many countries in that 
condition. • 

Richard Tu cker, w ho teaches Asian and 
Environmental History at Oakland Univer
sity in Rochester, Michigan , represented 
the Sierra Club in Vienna . 
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Driven by war, fear, hunger, op
pression, hundreds of thousands of 

people have fled their countries in 
Indochina in the past five years. 
Among them are nearly a quarter of a 
million Laotians, who have made their 
way into Thailand and on to other 
points of relocation. Today 150,000 
Laotians are living in Thai refugee 
camps and the flow by late summer 
had increased to 2,000 a month. 

Forty-eight percent of those who 
come are Hmong hill tribesmen (the 
"Meo") many of whom fought as 
auerillas along with the Americans in 
the late 1960's and early '70's in an 
undeclared war against the commu
nist Pathet Lao and the North Vietnam
ese armies. Working their way down 
from their mountain villages in long 
and often fatal treks, the Hmong fight 
hunpr, exhaustion, the Government 
....., Vietnamese troops, to reach the 
~ River, where, being non
twlmmers, they attempt to cross into 
Thailand using inflated plastic bags or 
tme branches. 

Thouah Laos' three million people 
have been predominantly Buddhist 
and only one percent Christian, it has 
been among these Hmong tribesmen 

Helen Kromer 

that the most significant growth in the 
Christian population has taken place. 
Seventy percent of the Protestant 
church's membership came from 
here. Buddhist missionaries had little 
success in winning these upland peo
ples who represented half the coun
try's population and practiced various 
forms of animism. Thousands of them 
turned to Christ. 

In their struggle with the "libera
tion" forces of the communists many 
of their Christian villqes were burned 
and their chapels destroyed. 

The Christian population in general 
experienced some drastic changes 
when the Laotian Communist Party 
took over absolute control in 1975, 
though the new government's de
clared policy was to be lenient. 

The building and campus of the 
Christian theological seminary in the 
capital of Vientiane was comman
deered for a military camp. The 
66-year-old president of the church, 
the Rev. Saly Kounthapanya, was 
arrested (ostensibly because of the 
church's continuing operation of its 
Bible school without authorization 
from the new government), and was 
kept incommunicado for three years. 

All missionaries were asked to leave 
the country and had gone by 1978. 
Most of the pastors had already fled to 
Thailand. Only the Quakers and 
Mennonites now have relief or "tech
nical workers" in Laos. 

The Catholics officially refused to 
cooperate in any degree with the new 
government and their churches and 
buildings were confiscated. The low
land Protestants cooperated and are 
slowly experiencing a loss of their 
buildings and a dwindling of member
ship through a different kind of 
pressure. 

But it was in the area where the 
Christian-oriented Hmong tribesmen 
gave the most determined opposition 
to communism that recruits were 
found to work with the U.S. Army, and 
it was in these areas that the Lao 
continued to fight even after the battle 
was hopeless. 

For the past year the Hmong have 
been running for their lives, most of 
those reaching the Thai camps (some
times by whole villages) claiming they 
are victims of an attempt at genocide. 
They say they have been strafed, 
bombed, gassed; between a fourth and 
a half are lost on the trails. 
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"If we can't solve the irrigation 
problem, we can't solve the 

hunger problem." 

24 

Administrative leaders at the Tha-Ngon agricultural cooperative (above and 
previous page). Water from the Mekong River will flow into irrigation canals 
when completed. Young and old help in digging the canals (below). 
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Dissatisfaction With 
Government Policy 

The 52 percent in the Thai camps 
who are lowland people come for 
other reasons. The Rev. John Yoder, 
Mennonite relief worker serving in 
Vientiane, believes that many fear the 
stepped-up drive toward cooperativi
zation. There are 1,600 cooperatives 
in Laos today and by the end of this 
year the government projects that 30 
percent of its farmers will be in coops. 
In Vientiane, some people have ac
cepted the government's plea to move 
to the countryside and are dismantlin9 
their homes. But most are clinging 
stubbornly even though uneasily to the 
city. 

Murray Heibert, former Mennonite 
relief worker in Laos who recently paid 
a return visit to the country for 
ABC-TV, believes that many Lao are 
leaving because they are dissatisfied 
with the new government's social and 
economic policies-salary reduc
tions, food shortages, the recent mili
tary draft, the use of Lao rather than 
French in the classroom, the fear that 
they may be arrested if they go to the 
pagoda too often. Fear is perhaps the 
largest factor in the exodus and it takes 
many forms: fear of losing a job, a 
loved one; fear that someone is 
"watching"; fear that they may be 
forced to move to a new location to 
take up a job they are not comfortable 
in. Here is a doctor, for example, who 
is suddenly supervised by a younger 
person with only a sixth grade educa
tion; or a radio operator who trains two 
or three others and then he's replaced. 
"If one confronts that, he is sent to 
prison," says Heibert. "lfheptsoutof 
his field, he is watched. And the fear 
being watched is as bad as actually 
being watched. It says, 'You're of no 
value; we don't trust you.' " 

Laos suffers from almost every polo 
sible problem. It is a big country wilh 
small population and amons the ec:a
nomically poorest nations with a 
capita GNP of $120, and a 
expectancy for the averqe male d Jt.: 
Landlocked, it has little lnfrascruc.
ture-no industry, no railroad, 
enough road to link the various paltl 
the country and almost no distribution 
system. It does have seven airports and 
will build more. Stretched against 
the length of Vietnam on the northeast 
and on the north by China, borderwd 
on the south by Cambodia, and on the 
northwest by Burma, it is caueht 



between the various allegiances of 
these four countries, while its western 
length lies against the nervous country 
of Thailand, overwhelmed with refu
gees and fighting Communist guerillas 
on its own soil. 

Growing Power Struggle · 

Like the rest of Indochina, Laos has 
become a focal point for the growing 
power struggle between China and the 
Soviet Union. And Laos has been 
pushed into the Soviet camp through 
its very strong Vietnamese connec
tions. 

Laos has always been linked to 
Vietnam, from the days of French 
colonialism, when Vietnamese offi
cials were brought in to help adminis
ter what was then a protectorate, to the 
recent civil war when North Vietnam
ese troops fought alongside the com
munist Pathet Lao against American
backed Royalist forces. Laos continues 
to be linked to Vietnam (and thus to the 
Soviet Union); indeed, some would 
say it is a Vietnamese province, that it 
can be taken over at any time (has been 
taken over?) by Vietnam. There are 
approximately 40,000 Vietnamese 
troops in Laos and an enormous 
number of advisors, some of them in 
key government positions. 

But as Laos is linked to Vietnam and 
the Soviet Union, Cambodia was 
linked to China. Thus China invaded 
Vietnam as punishment when Viet
nam invaded Cambodia, putting the 
ethnic Chinese in Vietnam in danger. 

The ethnic Chinese inside Laos are 
also in trouble. The Laotian govern
ment charges that China is supporting 
ethnic minority insurgency in northern 
Laos and it ha1 asked Chinese road 
builders in the north of the country to 
leave. Mobilizing the military, it draft
ed 13,000 new troops, began to hold 
village seminars on "the threat from 
China", and began major troop move
ments to the Chinese border. 

Originally staying neutral when 
Vietnam moved into Cambodia, once 
the Pol Pot regime collapsed Laos 
quickly recognized the new govern
ment and provided troops to support it. 
Prince Souphanouvong (president of 
Laos) visited Pnom Penh, the capital of 
Cambodia, in March and promised 40 
million kip (about $1 million U.S.) in 
aid. Laos has an embassy in Phnom 
Penh and anticipates that the new 
government will open an embassy in 
Vientiane shortly. 

Butatthe same time Laos has taken a 

An orphanage being constructed near Vientiane will hold 2,000 children; 200 are 
currently there. Places are needed in Laos for 60,000 orphans (top). Girls from the 
orphanage dance the Flower Dance for guests (above). 
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strong pro-Vietnamese position, it has 
also moved to improve relations with 
Thailand. Thai Prime Min ister Kriang
sak visited Vientiane last January and 
Lao Prime Minister Kaysone Phomvi
hane led a top delegation of ministers 
to Thailand in April. Economic and 
trade agreements were reached and 
the two sides promised not to support 
insurgents in the other country . A 
technician exchange program has also 
been arranged. 

The easing of tensions between the 
two countries has meant the opening 
of the border at seven or eight points, 
and there is much more food and 
goods in the markets along with 
available cement and iron. 

The importance of this change 
cannot be overstated. 

Myriad Problems 

In early 1978 Laos suffered a 
drought so severe people were eating 
ants, grasshoppers and leaves in the 
southern area around Savannakhet 
and the country was 200,000 tons 
short of rice. The Minister of Agricul
ture estimated that crops were down 
by 50 percent in the country as a whole 
and that the situation could not be 
properly remedied without the neces
sary irrigation systems, so that rice 
could be grown in the dry season. 
(One of the stated purposes of the 
government is to move from a rice 
monoculture to producing other 
crops---coffee, maize, mushrooms.) 

"But if we can't solve the irrigation 
system, we can't solve the hunger 
problem," he stated . " We lack iron, 
cement, materials for construction. 
We need bulldozers and payloaders 
along with the cement and iron. Only 
20 percent of the six dams in Vientiane 
are finished . In Savannakhet we need 
1,000 tons of cement and 400 tons of 
iron to finish the four dams there. 
There's another to be completed in 
Champassak and two more in Sara
vane Province. 

"Our government is also exploring 
the development of wood industry but 
we lack equipment for this too. We are 
constructing our own animal feed 
industry, but again, the work stands 
idle for lack of equipment. " 

In September of 1978, floods fol
lowed the drought, inundating the 
paddy fields in low-lying areas along 
the Mekong River and causing bad 
crop losses in what was already a time 
of shortage . 

Laos and the U.S. had never broken 

off diplomatic relations and during 
these emergencies the U.S. sent 10,-
000 tons of wheat through the World 
Food Program, and the U.N. commit
ted 4,000 tons of food. 

With the present importation of 
cement and steel from Thailand, some 
projects are once again under con
struction and the U.N. is assisting Laos 
in the planning and construction of a 
network of irrigation canals through
out the low-lying areas. Foreign tech
nicians estimate that even if the project 
is only 50 percent successful, it will 

North Vietnam into South Vietnam. 
This was done in return for American 
help in holding off the Communists 
within Laos. 

Of the 70,000 tons of bombs rained 
on this plain, many are still unexplod
ed . The small anti-personnel weap
ons, particularly what were called the 
"mother bombs" which sprayed 250 
"baby bombs" each capable of tearing 
off a hand or foot, continue to injure 
working farmers and playing children. 

Both the Quakers and the Mennon
ites are trying to find a way to solve this 

"This country needs everything 
you can give it. Name it, we 

need it." 

increase rice production by 50,000 
tons by 1981. 

Road building is also moving 
forward with the help of thousands of 
Vietnamese. 

But little has been done about 
housing and many families who aver
age 5 to 7 children in each family have 
been forced to sell most of their 
household goods in order to live. A 
father's income may be $20 a month 
and he may not get paid for two or 
three months. "But if you're counting 
on having things at a low price from 
the government, it is simply not that 
way," one middle-aged Laotian told a 
visiting journalist. "Some things are 
priced low and for the rest, people go 
to the black market. It is one reason 
why people are escaping the coun
try-there is no balance between 
income and expenditures. " 

Murray Heibert found that outside of 
Vientiane, on the Plain of Jars, there 
had been little rebuilding-"a few 
new houses and a few more kilometers 
of road repaired." The Plain which 
serves as a corridor for troop and 
armament movements is again being 
armed and feeling increased security 
measures. 

It was this strategic piece of land that 
was seized by the Pathet Lao in 1961 , 
when the P. L. appeared to be in a 
position to take over the entire coun
try, and here the " secret war" was 
waged , when American bombers 
were allowed by the Laotian Govern
ment to bomb this corridor which was 
a supply line taking materials from 

"bombie" threat. They have imported 
long-handled garden forks which are 
eased into the soil rather than rammed 
like the hoe. They are also importing a 
tractor with a shield on the front and a 
spiked rototiller for clearing aban
doned mine fields. 

Agencies Providing Aid 

Though the Quakers and the Men
nonites are the only two religious 
organizations allowed in with relief 
technicians, many Christian agencies 
from around the world have been 
supplementing the aid given through 
the various U.N. agencies, the U.S. 
and other governments and many 
world-wide voluntary agencies-all of 
it going in through one channel, the 
Lao Government's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The United Methodist Committee 
On Relief (UMCOR) made its first gift 
to Laos in 1970 when $10,000 paid for 
a jeep ambulance and the salary of a 
doctor from Thailand. In 1972 the 
agency provided a mobile medical 
unit and a multi-purpose community 
center, continuing in refugee rehabili
tation projects in 1973. 

The medical problems of Laos, 
always serious, became even more 
acute when the Pathet Lao came to 
power. Many doctors fled as did the 
technicians who knew how to operate 
hospital equipment. Many of the 
machines are now out of order and 
there is a shortage even of machinists 
who know how to repair them. The 

26 [506] N- World Outloolr • ()~umber 1979 



shortage of medicines has however 
been eased by UNICEF shipments 
which are now supplying even the 
small towns. 

The loss of doctors is only one small 
part of a serious leadership shortage. 
"Most of the genuinely qualified peo
ple have left the country," says one 
reliable reporter. 

To help provide trained and skilled 
agricultural workers in this country 
which is 95 percent rural, UMCOR 
through the Fellowship of Reconstruc
tion and Reconciliation (FRRI), the 
ecumenical agency organized in 1976 
to aid Laos and Vietnam, contributed 
$100,000 of a $1 million grant toward 
the construction of Nabong Training 
Centre, an agricultural school. Locat
ed on 2,000 hectares of land north of 
Vientiane, the school houses 375 
students who are studying in one of 
four categories: agricultural produc
tion, cattle breeding, forestry, irriga
tion. The state supports these students 
who will become middle-level tech
nicians and be placed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture according to the needs 
of the country. Nabong is the only 
school of its kind in Laos since there is 
no university of agriculture. It hopes to 
increase its enrollment to 600 by 
1980. 

North of Nabong at Ngon is one of 
the first established cooperatives in the 
country. Official cadres (trained com
munist leaders) were sent in to orga
nize the co-op which now numbers 
470 persons, 197 families and 1, 146 
persons. In 1977 the World Council of 
Churches gave cement to repair the 
canals, sheeting to repair houses, 
money to provide spare parts for 
machinery and additional needs. 

But the mandate for the FRRI is now 
terminating, and the new routing of aid 
w ill be through the World Council of 
Churches-Christian Conference of 
Asia Consortium (WCC-CCA) to 
which will be related Church World 
Service (and thus UMCOR), Catholic 
Relief Services and Lutheran World 
Relief. CCA will be responsible for 
project negotiation, wee responsible 
for calling the consortium for potential 
funding. Once the consortium picks 
up the projects, the wee will be 
financially responsible and the CCA 
will monitor and assist. 

The hope is that $2 million each 
year can be raised through the various 
agencies-half for Laos and half for 
Vietnam. Church World Service will 
give $200,000 a year, which UMCOR 
will support. 

State of the Church 

Members of the Protestant Church in 
Laos have an affiliation with the 
Christian Conference of Asia and are a 
source of contact. CCA keeps in touch 
with the church and members of the 
staff have visited the churches on 
several occasions. 

The Protestant Church, however, is 
struggling for its life. Six years ago it 
had 10,000 members and 40 pastors, 
but today it is a very small church, 
virtually leaderless. 

The government allowed churches 
to function within what they called 
their "sphere of activity", but schools, 
hospitals and other activities were 
taken under the wing of the govern
ment. No Sunday school is permitted 
and worship only once a week. 
Worship hours must be reported as 
well as all committee meetings. All 
involved in the committee must be 
listed, and if there are changes, they 
must be reported. 

Protestant church buildings are 
slowly being appropriated. "The gov
ernment asks gently for permission to 
use church buildings for the 'general 
interest of the nation'," says a Laotian 
Christian refugee. "They use it for 
seminars and then ask the church itself 
to 'use that smaller room, or move into 
that smaller space.' " Of the two 
Protestant churches originally in 
Vientiane, the main church now 
serves the top seminar in the country, 
the Central Committee of the Commu
nist Party. 

Centralized churches in the provin
cial capitals have disbanded, but small 
groups of people have been meet
ing-four or five families at a time. 
People take turns reading the Bible and 
leading singing, but few have pastors. 
Those few pastors still available travel 
around to give the sacraments-but all 
have fulltime jobs and do this on the 
side. 

"In the pastors' free time he must go 
to the rice fields to work. He can't say, 
'otherwise engaged.' He must show a 
readiness to work once or twice a 
week-so that he can't be full time," 
continues the refugee. " After he's 
worked for the government six days in 
a week, he can 'travel and teach 
freely' . But he must have strict per
mission even to go from district to 
district or he' ll be arrested. Even to go 
out from the urban area by daytime, he 
must be under government supervi
sion." 

The biggest problem for the church 

Working on building irrigation 
canals at Tha-Ngon. 

is the children who receive anti -reli
gious training in school. "The strategy 
is to let this generation continue and 
get in on the next. " 

The president of this rapidly dwin
dling church, the Rev . Saly Kountha
panya, who was the first Protestant 
convert in Laos, was recently released 
from a re-education camp in Phong 
Sali along with 400-500 other people. 
Murray Heibert reports that he main
tained a positive attitude and was an 
inspiration to others in the camp. He 
reported five converts to Christianity 
among his fellow prisoners. Though 
Saly is now over 70, he has resumed 
his responsibility as president of the 
church. 

The layman who acted as president 
through Saly's absence, Mr. Chantone 
Kounthapanya, has recently left Laos 
and is in the Nongkhai refugee camp in 
Thailand . There he found a Laotian 
Evangelical congregation with 38 fam
ilies among its members. 

Laos is a country very much in 
transition, as is its Christian church . 
Many Laotians are suffering inside the 
country; increasing numbers are leav
ing. "This country needs everything 
you can give it," said one government 
leader. " Name it, we need it." • 

Ms. Kromer, a staff writer with In terpretive 
Serv ices of the Board of Global Ministries, 
vis ited Laos in February of 1978, on a trip 
through Asia. 
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T obERMAN HousE 

J 

I 
Santa Claus at a party for the elderly. 
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Toberman Settlement House in 
San Pedro, California, is a house 
with an open door to all people in 
the community. Related to the 
National Division of BOGM, it has 
such programs as enrichment 
clubs for boys and girls, leadership 
training for teenagers, fellowship 
for the whole family, counseling, 
sports, and many more. 

Christmas is a special time at 
Toberman. About 400 families are 
served each year with a meal and 
gifts for the children. In early 
September, in an ecumenical 
appeal, a letter goes to churches 
seeking packaged goods, 
foodstuffs and toys for the parties. 
About 10,000 to 15,000 items 
arrive in response. Volunteers run 
the parties and recipients are 
screened through a clearing house. 
Other groups also sponsor parties 
at Christmas, using the settlement 
house as a site. The parties 
include movies and clowns. A 
highlight last year came when ten 
students in wheelchairs, most the 
victims of polio or cerebral palsy, 
hosted a party for the settlement 
house neighborhood children, 
mostly low-income black and 
Hispanic youths. 



Day care (left, above) helps volunteers 
prepare for the parties. A community 
developer (right in center photo), still 
wearing her corsage from playing the 
piano at the party for the elderly, talks 
with a neighbor. Santa Claus is the 
center of all attention at the children's 
party (below). 



African Task Force 

Church Growth and Development in Africa 
John W. Z. Kurewa 

This etching of The Last Supper was done by South African artist Vuminkosi Zulu in 1971 . 

The prediction by David Barrett was itself. If only we would recall that so 
that by 2000 A. O. there wou ld be 350 often God has al so worked through a 
million Christians in Africa . Ad rian remnant in order to fulfi ll his mission 
Hastings seems to support this nu- (Gen . 45:7; Rom. 11 :5). Numerical 
merical growth as he is quoted saying growth is only the vi sible and measur-
in his most recent book, A Growing able part of spiritual growth . 
Faith : A History of African Christian- Turning to one of Jesus' parables 
ity- 1950-1975, that while there were about the mustard seed (Mk. 4 :30-32 ; 
25 million black Christ ians in the Mt.13 :31 ; Lk. 13 :18)wefindthatthe 
1950's, now there would be probably purpose of the parable " is to compare 
100 million black Ch ristians in Africa. the Kingdom of God w ith the final 
Also, eight United Methodist Confer- stage of the process"-the process of 
ences in six African countries con- growth . The parable does not mention 
firmed this growth when they decl ared numbers; yet at the same time, to those 
last year that their membership was of us who have wi tnessed the joy of 
growing at the rate of ten percent birds in big trees where they go for 
annually. food and shelter from the heat of the 

The issue is church growth ; and Dr. sun in Afr ica, the picture of innumer-
Barrett and the United Methodist able birds is inevi tably triggered in our 
Church in Africa are not just talking minds. 
about numerical growth . Numerica l At the very heart of God's mission 
growth would be meaningless by w hich was full y launched by Jesus is 
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" preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom 
and heal ing enemy diseases and infir
mity among the people" (Mt. 4 :23). 
Another dimension of this " Gospel of 
the Kingdom" is clearly expressed by 
Luke (4:18, 19) as th is mission was 
demonstrated by Jesus of Nazareth 
(Mt. 11 :2-6). 

This " Gospel of the Kingdom" is the 
" holistic" Gospel whose purpose is to 
bring salvation to the whole person 
Uohn 13 :10), to the whole famil y (Lk. 
19:9; Acts 16:33), to the w hole nation 
(Rev. 21 :24), and to the whole crea
tion (Rom. 8:18-24). 

This is the Gospel wh ich is the 
source of Church growth and develop
ment; it is the Gospel w hich was 
del ivered to Africa; and it is the Gospel 
of growth and development that David 
Barrett, Adrian Hastings and the Unit
ed Methodist Church in Africa are 



talking about. There are some people 
who have taken the view that the 
growing edge of the African Church is 
found only in independent churches 
and that they were the natural evan
gelists of Africa. While there is, some 
truth in that statement, I would . also 
add that both mainline and indepen
dent churches in Africa are witnessing 
this growth experience. 

I want to share something of the 
growth-style of the church in Africa . 
Cal I it Church or spiritual renewal. It is 
not the only way churches grow in 
Africa. It is one of many ways experi
enced in both mainline and indepen
dent churches . Also, I have decided to 
take the United Methodist Church in 
Zimbabwe as an example with a 
renewal experience that it had in 
1918. The reason for choosing the 
renewal experience of the United 
Methodist Church in 1918 is four-fold : 
(1) it is based on a study that I did; (2) 
the renewal experience is a frequent 
phenomenon in African Churches; (3) 
while we have started with 1918, it is 
proving to be a recurrent experience 
these days; and (4) it makes our 
approach to church growth and devel
opment more concrete and realistic 
than theoretical. 

The Renewal of the Church Starting in 
1918 

In 1918 the United Methodist 
Church-then the Methodist Episco
pal Church in Rhodesia-had a re
newal, a spiritual renewal which 
marked a new era to the I ife and history 
of that Church . It all started with an 
African school girl at Rusitu , a mission 
station of the American Board-Con
gregational Church, now the United 
Church of Christ in Zimbabwe. The 
Reverend Mr. Hatch, a missionary of 
Rusitu, went to Old Umtali , the main 
mission center of the United Methodist 
Church, with other Christian friends to 
share what had happened at their own 
mission center, in June, 1918. 

All pastor-teachers (then un-or
dained African teachers and preach
ers) had been invited to Old Umtali . In 
an afternoon service, Mr. Hatch 
preached, telling people the wonder
ful things God had revealed to people 
at Rusitu , and the way the Holy Spirit 
had come to them. Those who had 
come with Hatch witnessed to the 
same effect . But some of the Old 
Umtali people laughed at their visitors, 
calling them false prophets . 

Late in the afternoon of that day, 

This cross and message is on the wall of a small, rural United Methodist church 
in Zimbabwe. 

when Hatch was preaching again , the 
Church is said to have been fi I led with 
various noises from people . And the 
reporter, Janson Machiwenyika, an 
African teacher who died in 1924, 
goes on to say, " that day our Methodist 
Church was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and it became clear in our minds that 
Reverend Hatch had really said what 
he had perceived ." 

This went on for three or four days. 
While some people went to bed, 
others stayed in the Church, and 
throughout the night incessant praying 
and shouting went on . Followi ng the 
meetings at Old Umtali , we are 
informed that pastor-teachers were 
sent out in the vi I I ages to preach the 
Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and that many people were converted 
to Christianity . As the pastor-teachers 
went back to their different homes, all 
mission centers and many other village 
churches were shaken with a fresh 
spiritual blast. 

The Gift of Healing Realized 

This renewal had its miracles too . 
One healing miracle in particular 
almost every member of the United 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe must 
have heard about in one way or other. 
The story goes like this : Nhenhu 

"Numerical 
growth is only 
the visible 
and measurable 
part of spiritual 
growth.'' 
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"One of the strongest characteristics 
of the Church in Africa has been 

maintaining the centrality of 
evangelization to its life and 

mission." 

Muredzwa, a daughter of lshe (Chri s
tianess) Muredzwa of Zinyembe, had 
been about si x years old when her 
hands and legs became deformed . The 
cause of the deformity was not known. 
Nhenhu had to spend her life lying 
down. She stayed in this state until all 
girls of her age were married . 

Then it happened that some of the 
African pastor-teachers, John Cheke, 
David Mandisodza, Gezana Sadomba 
and others, who were at Old Umtali 
when the renewal broke out, were in 
the area where Nhenhu lived, preach
ing the Gospel. Upon Nhenhu hearing 
about these preachers, she wanted to 
see them for herself. Her mother, the 
chieftainess Muredzwa, invited the 
preachers to her house. 

After a season of prayer, Gezana 
Sadomba got up and held Nhenhu 
from her armpits, with David Mani
sodza laying his hands on her head, 
and while everyone was in the spirit of 
prayer and great expectation, John 
Cheke repeated the Apostle's words, 
" In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk," (Acts, 3:6) . As they 
lifted her, Nhenhu, for the first time 
again , stood on her feet and began to 
walk. Nhenhu, who was baptized, 
became known as Dorcas. She re
mained a faithful Christian and mem
ber of the Church until her death in 
July, 1972. 

six hundred members, losing a pastor
teacher became a matter of great 
concern . In the midst of resulting 
confusion , which generated a sense of 
hopelessness, a child in the village had · 
a dream . He was told to inform the 
church to go to Manyara. The problem 
was no one had heard of the place 
called Manyara, so the dream was 
ignored . 

During the same week, a man who 
was a member of the church , also had 
a dream . In his dream he was asked a 
question, " Have you done what I told 
you?" Startled, he went to see the lay 
leader of the church and shared his 
dream. The lay leader took action. He 
rang the church bell that evening. After 
members of the congregation had. 
come, the lay leader shared the story of 
the two dreamers. That very evening 
the congregation engaged in prayer, 
seeking God to reveal to them his plan. 
They sti 11 did not know where Manyara 
was . During prayer it dawned on them 
to go to Nyamukwarara, another 
Methodist Church, some thirty miles 
east of Sherukuru . Their point was to 
share their problem with the people 
there, hoping that through praying 
together that God would let them 
know what was meant in the child 's 
dream, as confirmed by the man's 
dream. 

As Sherukuru people were travelling 
to Nyamukwarara something strange 

Renewal and Mission-Conscious- happened . They met the Nyamuk-
ness Triggered by Dreams warara people on their way to Sheru

kuru . 
This renewal , a gift of the Holy Spirit They too, had a dreamer who had 

to the Church, became an ongoing told them they were needed at Sheru-
process, awakening the Church to kuru . Noth ing more was given to them 
God's mission. than the simple fact that they were 

An interesting incident took place at needed at Sherukuru ; thus they were 
Sherukuru Church, my home church, on their way there. Together the two 
in 1920. It happened that, for reasons groups went to Sherukuru and spent 
beyond the control of the Sherukuru the whole night in prayer at the church 
Church, it lost its pastor-teacher. and with the church bells ringing, 
Naturally, since that time it was one of others came to join them. The follow-
the largest congregations with about ing day they all went to Vumbunu, 
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another Methodist Church about ten 
miles from Sherukuru . Having told 
their story to the Vumbunu people, 
they spent another night in prayer at 
the church. The follow ing day they 
went to Nyakatsapa, the largest con
gregation in the distri ct. After telling 
them their story, they spent another 
night in prayer. 

By the time the big crowd reached 
Nyakatsapa, the wish of the Sherukuru 
people to have another pastor had 
certa inl y grown to an impressive 
magnitude. David Sakutombo, the 
pastor- teacher at Buwu, then, became 
the spokesman of the group. He 
approached J. G. Paiseley, the mis
sionary in charge in that area, also 
stationed at Nyakatsapa and told him 
the story of the Sherukuru people. 
Paiseley wrote a letter for them to the 
Reverend John R. Gates, Assistant to 
the Bishop, at Old Umtali, in which he 
related the story . The whole Sherukuru 
group went to Old Umtali , about 
twenty-fi ve miles from Sherukuru . 
After reading the letter, Gates in
formed the Sherukuru people to take 
Thomas Muziti, a pastor-teacher, then 
stationed at Manyara (about three 
miles from Old Umtali) to Sherukuru 
as their new pastor. Thus what started 
as a child's dream accompanied with 
prayer, a sense of partnership with 
other congregations and flexibility of 
high administration of the Church 
then , became a mission fulfilled in 
securing a shepherd for his people Uer. 
3:15). 

Characteristics of Growing Churches 

In closing, allow me to lift a few 
points in relation to Church growth in 
Africa in general. What we have said 
about the renewal experience of the 
United Methodist Church in Zim
babwe which started in 1918 is an 
ongoing year to year and month to 
month experience. And it is an affair 
that the Churches in Africa both 
mainline and independent have expe
rienced one way or other. 

First, God called his Church in 
Africa around Christ for a purpose, and 
that mission is to be carried out by the 
African Church. Thus mission dis
cernment is crucial for the life and 
growth of the Church. 

A Church which has no conscious
ness of mission of its own may be living 
on convictions of other people or on 
faith of past generations. As the United 
Methodists understood mission in the 
1920's through their crude ways, and 
collaborated with congregations, 
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This United Methodist congregation is meeting in this church in a new suburb 
of Lubumbashi, Zaire, even while it is under construction. 

though only of their kind, neverthe
less, mission consciousness was there 
and was fulfilled through their obedi
ence. Today, in the 1970's, jointly 
through the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, the same mission is dis
cerned as that of "the total liberation of 
men and women from every form of 
oppression and exploitation ... "(The 
Confession of Alexandria). This is all 
part of growth. 

Second, one cannot experience the 
unfolding of God's plan for mission 
without at the same time looking at 
oneself (Ex. 3: 11; Is. 51 : 1 ). Thus the 
Gospel conscientizes men and 
women-their roots, locality, and 
issues that affect them in their daily 
life. In other words, the very selfhood 
of the people of God which is at the 
same time a creation of God himself is 
important in the process of growth . 

The renewal of the United Method
ist Church which started in 1918 was 
God's activity to liberate the twenty
one-year-old Church from being mis
sion-station bound and from mission
ary control to a church that would 
adapt itself to the indigenous life-style 
of the African people. The Church had 
to be African-praying, singing and 
proclaiming the Gospel in the African 
ways and thought-forms. As a matter of 
fact, this is exactly what Pentecost was 
all about-liberation of the selfhood of 
the Church by Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit for mission. 
Thus all heard the Gospel , each in his 

own native language (Acts 2:8). 
This struggle continues in the whole 

Church in Africa, trying to understand 
their selfhood-a new personality of 
the Church around Christ. Thus the 
emergence of African theology which 
was a tool for the Church for self-un
derstanding as a way of equipping 
itself for mission. This also will have to 
be considered as Church growth . 

Third, one of the strongest charac
teristics of the Church in Africa has 
been maintaining the centrality of 
evangelization to its life and mission. 
The night prayer meetings initiated by 
the Sherukuru congregation as they 
went from one place to another 
created an atmosphere where people 
were confronted by the Gospel for 
response. While the methodology of 
evangelization is more distinctly rural 
than African nevertheless about 80 
percent of the African population is 
still rural. Even those who have moved 
to urban areas for various reasons 
continue to live as rural people for 
quite some time. 

If mainline Churches are abandon
ing such rural methods in evangelizing 
Africa, no wonder God has raised 
independent churches. God's mission 
in Africa is not only to the 20 percent 
urban population; those in rural areas 
or who still live by rural life-styles 
while in urban areas also need the 
evangelizing Gospel of Christ. To 
some extent Church growth in Africa 
will be measured by the faithfulness of 

the Church to maintaining the cen
trality of evangelism in its whole 
program. 

Finally, Church growth has had its 
challenging times as well. Islam has 
always been such a challenge to 
Christianity in Africa. Also, the Church 
has not always been comfortable with 
the subtlety of the African traditional 
religion . With the growth of new cities 
in Africa, other challenges have come 
from urbanization, industrialization 
and all the newness of a different way 
of livi1 g that comes along with them . 
What could we say about Churches 
that flourish in colonial times and all of 
a sudden their mission has to be 
understood in the context of new 
political ideologies? This means a new 
adjustment in relationships with the 
state, especially in socialist-oriented 
countries. 

In the main, the Church in Africa has 
showed its maturity by realizing the 
power and importance of ecumenism. 
In spite of the challenges, mission has 
been understood as a task of the whole 
Church . Thus mainline and indepen
dent Churches are increasingly com
ing to realize this fact with evangeli
zation as the heart of this mission . • 

John W. Z. Kurewa is a sta ff member of 
the Program Unit on Faith and Witness of 
the World Counc il of Churches . A United 
Methodist clergyman from Zimbabwe, he 
formerl y served as Adm inistrative Assistant 
to the b ishop there. 
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Ellen Clark 

HOSPITAL PASTORAL CARE 

Helping 
People 

Cope 

It was 8:30 a.m. Rain was pouring College in Nashville and commis-
outside Silver Cross Hospital, a 369- sioned a deaconess in 1965. For seven 

bed private general facility in east years she served as a church and 
Joliet, Illinois. community worker in the Tuscaloosa 

Kay Collins, a United Methodist district of Alabama before a summer 
minister who is director of pastoral course in clinical pastoral education 
care at the hospital, sat in the cafeteria changed her career plans. During a 
trading quips with nurses on their sabbatical leave, she attended St. 
break. Except for consuming two cups Paul's Theological School in Kansas 
of black coffee, she showed no fatigue City and was then ordained a minister. 
from an all-night vigil with the family "Ordination made it possible for me 
of a man dying from lung cancer. to do this work but it was as a 

" Chaplaincy work is more emo- deaconess that I first heard 'the call ', 
tionally than physically draining, " made my commitment and felt the 
said Ms. Collins, a tall , pleasant 'ecclesiastical hands' upon me," she 
woman in her 30's. " Crises are a said . Like a few other deaconesses 
constant situation here. I'm in the who have been ordained, Ms. Collins 
emergency room a lot facing shoot- became a home missionary in order to 
ings, stabbings, rape and traumas of retain her tie to the United Methodist 
heart attacks. There may be three or Board of Global Ministries. 
four deaths a day. In 1974 Ms. Collins was hired as a 

"Sometimes I feel I don't have any chaplain by Silver Cross Hospital , a 
more energy. But if I can help people a job she believes she was lucky to land . 
little . .. " Her face thoughtful , she " Chaplains' jobs are hard to come by 
said , " I see how they cope, what they because so many people are going into 
have to cope with ." the field," she said . The hospital 

Ms. Collins has a reputation at Silver promoted her to director of pastoral 
Cross Hospital for stamina as well as care a year ago. She is assisted by a 
empathy. Those traits mattered, she Catholic priest working part time. 
says, in her former job as a rural Ms. Collins said she functions as an 
church and community worker of the integral part of the hospital team, 
United Methodist Church . attending patient conferences-

Born in M illedgeville, Georgia, Ms. " some times I call them myself" -and 
Collins was graduated from Scarritt conducting in-service training of staff, 
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such as death and dying workshops. 
She has earned her right to be part of 
the team. 

" A lot of times I act as a courier 
between the patient's family and the 
hospital staff, for example getting 
information from the parents in an 
apparent case of child abuse, " she 
said . " The nursing staff is swamped so 
I help out by delivering blood speci
mens to the lab or emptying bed pans. I 
draw the line only when I can 't do 
something." 

It did not take her long to learn basic 
medical information, she continued. 
" When I first came here I was surprised 
to read on a medical chart, 'S.O .B.'," 
she recalled. " A nurse told me it meant 
'shortness of breath'. You pick up the 
jargon . 

" But I never give medical advice! " 
she quickly added . " I don't tread on 
doctors' ground." 

Ms. Collins said she had never been 
rejected as a chaplain because of 
being a woman . " Just the opposite. 
Some men say, ' I wouldn't have told 
my pastor this. "' 

Occasionally she conducts worship 
services and funerals in the chapel and 
she has performed "lots of weddings" 
for staff. But she has discontinued 
Sunday night services because of poor 
attendance. 
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"The Physical Therapy department 
uses the chapel more than the pa
tients," she said . " The long carpeted 
corridor leading into the chapel is the 
one place P.T. patients can practice 
walking." 

Ms. Col Ii ns spends much of her ti me 
in the emergency room, its nearby 
Quiet Room for families, and in the 
intensive care unit. Grief therapy is 
part of her ministry, she said , as is 
helping families in stress make deci
sions about "pulling the plug" or 
donating organs. 

"My ministry is primarily being with 
people, not doing for them, and 
certainly not manipulating them in an 
emotional state," she said. " I help 
them explore choices . Sometimes I 
feel we don't ask people enough 
questions." 

While this crisis ministry is essential , 
it is also frustrating, Ms. Collins said . 

"What happens to the man whose 
leg was shot off when he leaves the 
hospital? Or the attempted suiC::ide? Or 
the parent of the 30-year-old retarded 
child who dies? I don' t know what 
happens unless I happen to see an 
obituary or run into the person on the 
street. " 

She is working with local clergy to 
ensure more follow-up for bereaved 
families. " The families need support 

for at least a year, " she said. She also 
hopes to involve area clergy more and 
more in the day-to-day ministry at the 
hospital. 

Satisfying her own need for contin
uing relationships, she has started and 
"co-faci I itates" two mutual support 
groups that meet regularly at the 
hospital: Compassionate Friends, for 
parents who have lost a child through 
death, and Make Today Count, for 
people with cancer and other life
threatening illnesses. 

"The groups help people see they 
are not alone, " Ms. Collins said. 
" Sometimes I can see long-term im
provement. Maybe a grieving family 
makes it through the holidays. It's 
good for me too. " 

Continuing relationships also make 
possible Ms. Collins' informal ministry 
to the hospital staff, she said . Her 
rapport with staff was evident. When 
she walked down the hospital's corri
dors, nurses shouted affectionately 
irreverent greetings. 

" They call me chap, parse, God 
squad, trouble and Kay, " laughed Ms. 
Collins . " I like any name but reverend . 
I feel accepted then ." Not wishing " to 
separate religion from I ife", she wears 
no clerical collar on the floors . 

She in turn asked knowledgeable 
questions about one nurse's vacation 

and about the health of another's 
mother. She seemed to know all the 
staff by name. 

"Kay is very well liked and respect
ed here," confirmed Samuel Wachtel , 
Silver Cross' assistant administrator. 
"She's very good . But she works an 
inordinate amount of time." 

(In addition to her hospital duties, 
Ms. Co llins serves on the board of 
directors of local halfway houses for 
male and female alcohol ics, temporar
ily pastors a Presbyterian church , 
regularly preaches in area United 
Methodist churches and addresses 
United Methodist Women's units.) 

Ms. Collins readily admitted to 
being a workaholic. "I like to camp, 
water ski and play tennis," she said 
about outside interests, " but I don' t get 
to . I feel I should be where I can be 
reached 24 hours a day. I'm always 
hooked up to my beeper and I don't 
mind being called any hour of the day 
or night. 

"I joke that I'll be here until I kick the 
bucket or they kick me out," she sa id, 
looking out the w indow as the rain 
ebbed. " I get so involved with staff and 
patients. The hospital is family to me. 
But if I ever grow callous, if I ever get 
used to death, I' ll leave." • 
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FROM AssiMilATioN 
To VisibiliTy-

ARAb AMERiCAN§ 
Beverly Turner Mehdi 

When Federal Trade Commis- the U.S. between 1885 and 1912 were 
sioner Pau I Rand Dixon from Syria and Lebanon. Their ances-

called consumer advocate Ralph tors had been the Phoenicians who 
Nader "a dirty Arab" , he doubtless felt originated the alphabet and carried it 
he could do so with impunity. It was about the Mediterranean as they fol-
with some surprise that Dixon found lowed their merchant tradition. 
himself in trouble with the National They assimilated well because, at 
Association of Arab-Americans which least prior to 1945, they were primarily 
filed a complaint directly with the Christians coming to a Christian cul-
White House. This ethnic slur did in ture. This is often a surprise to 
fact have some positive fallout in that Americans who are unaware that there 
many long-time admirers of Nader are 9,000,000 Arab Christians. And it 
realized for the first time that he was an is often with a touch of humor .and 
Arab-American . irony that the Arab-American feels 

The one and one-half million Arab- obliged to point out that his Christian 
Americans have long been among the roots go back considerably further 
most well-assimilated Americans. than those of most other American 
They assimilated well because they Christians-in fact, to Christianity's 
came from a heritage of traders and earliest days in the very countryside 
travelers who were accustomed to where it began. 
moving about and " starting over". The And the Arab American assfmi lated 
early Arab immigrants who came to well because, for the most part, he 
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knew he was coming here to stay. He 
either brought his family with him or 
returned to choose a wife and bring her 
back. 

The early Arab immigrant came, as 
did the overwhelming majority of all 
immigrants, because he wasn't happy 
where he was, and a number of forces 
combined to effect his decision to 
emigrate. 

Reasons For Emigration 

In the 1800's an extremely talented 
and dedicated group of young men 
were sent to the Near East mission 
field . Before 1870, they were sent by 
the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions and after 1870, by 
the Presbyterian Board of Missions, 
which took over responsibility for all 
the work in Syria . A number of these 
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otable chie\'er 

ou ol th1 trad1 on that the 
ia ed r- ab1tah al Qualam1 ah 

o 1el} oi The P n \\a born in 
e " or "1th the incomparable 
halil G bran amon 1t member 

G1bran ha out old all other mencan 
poe The Prophet alone ha old ""ell 

give an intimate i 
en 1ronment in which man 
criptur ere ritt n. 

mong rab-Am ncan writer one 
mu t includ ill1am P t r Blatte , 
0 car-winning author of The Exorci t. 
Blatte ' cla 1c, h1ch a to 

ecca, Jack? i a comic rendition of 
h1 gro ing up in ew York City with a 
Leban e immigrant mother. The fol
lo ing 1 from hi chapter, " A Sheik 
Grow in Brooklyn ." 

.. in th ummer of 1939, the 
Pre 1dent him elf 1 1ted our neigh
borhood to off1c1ate at the formal 
opening of the Queen Midtown 
Tunnel. Th tunnel pilled out onto 
Ea t 3Sth treet, JU t thr e door 
do" n from our apartment building, 
and " I anna meet him," rumbled 

ama hen he heard FDR wa 
coming. uncles-Moe , Elias, 
and bdullah-told her it was "im
po 1ble". 

On the da of the ceremon , m 
mother and I, to ether with m 
uncle , were landing at the outer 
circumference of a cordon of spec
tator about thirty fe t from the 
Pre 1dent' automobile. In her left 
hand ama held a m terious, 
brO\ n paper hopping bag, but I 
paid no attention to it at the time. 

II e e " ere on FDR as he 
reached out from h1 car ith a 

Above, Ralph Nader. 
Oppo ite page, 
Pale tinian-American march 
in front of the White Hou e 
to prote t move against the 
human right of Palestinian . 
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It hasn't olwoys 
been eosy for 

newcomers from 
the Arob world 

to identify 
themselves os 

Arob-Americons 

gold-plated sc issors and neatl y 
snipped the broad, blue ribbon that 
stretched from one side of the tunnel 
entrance to the other. Then, before 
anyone knew what was happening, 
my mother was grimly advancing on 
the President. It must have looked 
like an assassination attempt, be
cause flashbulbs started exploding. 
The President dropped the scissors 
in horror, and a covey of Secret 
Service men drew their revolvers 
and surrounded the car. 

They were too late. Mama had 
gotten to the President. 

" I wanna shake your hand," she 
rumbled at FDR, and then she 
reached out and crunched the Presi
dent's paw in her effortlessly dy
namic grip. FDR smiled weakly . 

When Mama leaned over and 
reached into the mysterious shop
ping bag, two of the Secret Service 
men made a dive for her, but they 
barely got a glove on my mother 
before she had withdrawn from the 
bag a large jar filled wi th a murky, 
rust-colored substance. She handed 
it to the astoni shed President. 

" Homemade jelly ," Mama 
grunted . " For when you have com
pany." 

"Might be nitro, Chief!" warned 
one of the Secret Service men . But 
FDR winced at him and accepted 
the jar. " Thank you, Madam," he 
said. 

"Quince jelly," added my moth
er matter-o f-factly. "Leba nese 

quince jelly. My God, it's deli
cious! " 

FDR smiled and shook my moth
er's hand again , and I had to card 
him for sheer guts. 

Three Secret Service agents 
escorted Mama back to the specta
tors' circle, and as her gaze fell upon 
my uncles her eyes flickered briefly 
with triumph . She was unstoppable 
and she knew it. 

New-Found Identity 

It hasn't always been easy for 
newcomers from the Arab world to 
identify themselves as Arab-Ameri
cans. For years many referred to 
themselves as Syrian-Americans or 
Lebanese-Americans. Throughout the 
Middle East there had been only a 
rudimentary feeling of nationhood . A 
person's loyalty was first to his family 
and then to his religious group and 
village. It took the humiliation of the 
'67 War and the newly-found pride of 
oil wealth and its international power 
to effect the " coming-out" of the 
Arab-American . 

The Arab-American University 
Graduates (A.A.U.G.) was organized 
in 1967 and the National Association 
of Arab-American s (N.A .A.A.) in 
1973 . During his years in the House 
and Senate, Senator James Abourezk 
(D.S. Oak.) frequently made reference 
to his Arabic heritage. He played an 
active role in portraying the plight of 
the Palestinians to the U.S. Congress 
and in stressing the need for the United 
States to play an active role in the 
peacemaking procedures in the Mid
dle East. 

Arab-Americans in the halls of 
Congress today include Toby Moffett, 
the articulate young congressman 
from Connecticut, and Mary Rose 
Oakar, congresswoman from Ohio 
who is reputed to know half her 
Cleveland constituency by name. 

The Washington scene has been 
enhanced for years by Arab-American 
Helen Thomas, U.P.1.'s first woman 
White House correspondent. 

While many Americans are familiar 
with " Uncle Tannous" of Danny 
Thomas' T.V. series, the true-to-life 
Arab-American of recent years has 
been quite a different breed . Since 
1945, immigrants from the Arab world 
have been in large part professionals 
and well-educated (many in American 
universities). 

Of the more than 100,000 who have 
arrived since 1945, 70 percent are 
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Moslem in contrast to earlier decades. 
The Cleveland mosque with its aver
age " Sunday School" attendance of 
150 is no longer unique. There are 
mosque-supporting communities in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Quincy, Massa
chusetts; Detroit, Michigan ; Gary, 
Indiana; and Edmonton, Canada, as 
well as New York City and Chicago. 

Arab-Americans are a diverse and 
individualistic ethnic group. It can be 
said that the first Arab arrived in the 
New World with Columbus. He was 
Louis de Torre, whom Columbus 
brought along to act as his Arabic 
interpreter when the expected meeting 
with the Grand Khan of India took 
place. Torre was a Spanish Arab who 
acquired his Spanish name when he 
converted to Christianity. Although 
the Grand Khan was not there upon 
Columbus' arrival, Louis de Torre the 
Spanish Arab was. 

Those who have followed Torre 
include such luminaries as Dr. Mi
chael DeBakey, the renowned Texas 
heart-transplant surgeon; William J. 
Baroody, Jr., Assistant to President 
Ford in charge of the Office of Public 
Liaison; Philip Habib, Assistant Secre
tary of State; A. Robert Abboud, 
Deputy Chairman, First Chicago Cor
poration ; Raymond Jal low, Vice Presi
dent of United California Bank; Bill 
George, middle linebacker for the 
Chicago Bears; Paul Anka of modern 
music fame ; and those Arab-Ameri
cans who have graced the finest 
faculties in this country : Muhsin 
Mahdi , Harvard; Edward Said, Co
lumbia; Majid Khadduri , Johns Hop
kins; Charles lssawi , Princeton; Hi
sham Shirabi, Georgetown; and the 
dean of them all , the incomparable 
Philip Hitti of Princeton. 

Arab-Amer icans have added zest to 
our menus with shish-kabob and 
couscous, beauty to our baths with 
loofas and attar of roses, fashion to our 
evenings with burnoose and caftan , 
and messages from the moon . For back 
on that historic day in 1969, when the 
Apollo astronauts radioed , "Tell the 
king we're bringing him something 
from that little crater, " the "king" they 
were referring to was Dr. Farouk 
Al-Baz, Arab-American geologist and 
member of the team which chose the 
landing sites. • 

Beverlee Turner Mehdi is associate 
editor, Office of Interpretation and Promo
tion, Division of O verseas Ministries, 
National Council of Churches. She is the 
author of Arabs in America (Oceana 
Publications, 1978). 
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OVERSEAS 
INDIA 

The main item of news of this past six 
months is the visit of Faith 's twin 

sister, Hope, although that is now 
already almost four months in the past. 
Faith and Hope had decided together, 
as girls of eleven years, to come as 
missionaries to India. There were years 
of delay and frustration , and in the end 
Hope couldn ' t come to India because 
of health reasons. So she has served as 
a home missionary, and later as a fully 
ordained minister in Canada. She 
would probably have come on a visit 
earlier except for the heavy responsi 
bi I ities she was carrying, and recently 
the ill health of her husband, who died 
last year. So in a way, this was a visit of 
a lifetime, seeing what she had heard 
about all these years . 

A visit like this by an interested 
person is not only a joy to us but also 
helps us to see our work and our 
church from a new perspective. We 
are so close to it that it has often 
become commonplace to us. We 
really showed her just about every 
aspect of our work in the short ti me she 
was with us: our Godhra schools and 
Children's Home, the Teacher Train
ing College for Women in Godhra, the 
Methodist Technical Institute in Baro
da, the Methodist Hospital and School 
of Nursing in Nadiad, city and village 
churches, our agricultural program, 
new Christians among the tribals. 

I think the thing that made the most 
impression on her was the worship life 
of our village Christians, and perhaps 
the high point of her visit was an 
evening worship with our Christians in 
the village of Pansora. About 125 
Christians, young and old, gathered on 
the verandah and overflowed to the 
open space under the skies. Worship 
with the gayanto!e singing and garbo 
dancing is so different from the tradi
tional worship of our churches in 

Camda and the United States. Hope 
kept remarking that thi s worship is a 
real celebration by the whole Christian 
community. Everyone participates to 
the hilt. In our churches in the West 
often children and young people aren' t 
interested in coming to the worship 
service . Here no one would want to 
miss it. After the worship and message, 
the whole congregation , young and 
old , formed a big circle and started 
singing garbos, the dance accompan
ied by songs that tell the Bible stories . 
They would have gone on all night if 
we hadn' t left to go to Nadiad for our 
overnight. 

David B. Bauman 

Mr. Bauman is a ru ra l evange l is t and h is 
w ife, Faith , a Chris tian educa tor. Both are 
U nited Methodist m issionaries . 

MALAYSIA 

We bring you up-to-date on what's 
happening in our church . First, 

some very good news that we' re eager 
to share : in September, two of our 
brightest and most dedicated young 
people began study for the pastoral 
ministry at Tri nity College, Singapore. 
Miss Angela Ting and Mr. Tsan Khoon 
Leng have been very active in our 
youth group for a number of years . 
Both are in their early twenties, and 
have sensed God 's calling to ministry. 
Our church board has confirmed their 
sense of calling by agreeing to pay all 
of their schooling expenses for the 
four-year Bachelor of Divinity course. 
This decision is very gratifying to us 
because it indicates a growing recog
nition in the national Chri stians here 
that these young people represent the 
future of the church. In addition to 
Angela and Khoon Leng, our annual 
conference (Sarawak Chinese Annual 
Conference) is sending four other 
young people to Trinity thi s year also. 
This fills us with hope since it is the 

highest number of ministerial students 
in a single year for a long time, perhaps 
ever. Please remember to pray for 
these young people . 

Our English-language congregation 
has formed its own chapter of the 
UMW, and it is becoming quite active. 
One very healthy sign is that women of 
all ages join in , from older teenagers to 
single career girls to middle-aged 
married women. Also, just recently, 
we've begun another MYF group. The 
present MYF is primarily Chinese
speaking and is composed mainly of 
single young adults in the 20-28 age 
bracket. So we've formed a new group 
for the English-educated teenagers 
from 13-18. Young people here tend to 
remain in the MYF until marriage 
which is usually a lot later than 
marriages among Western young peo
ple . So we needed a group for the 
younger teens . Already there are about 
twenty in the age bracket for the new · 
group. 

You 've no doubt been hearing about 
the tragedy of the Vietnamese refu
gees. Malaysia, along with other 
southeast Asian countries, has simply 
been inundated with refugees . In a 
developing nation, this presents an 
overwhelming problem. Throughout 
Southeast Asia, the flood of humanity 
from Vietnam and Cambod ia has 
begun to have serious destabilizing 
effects on the political , economic, and 
racial sectors of society . While we feel 
that the governments of these coun
tries have not exhausted their re
sources for dealing with the refugees, 
and more compassion is needed, we 
also fee l strongly that the developed 
nations of the West must act quickly to 
bear the brunt of resettling these 
unfortunate people . 

Just this week, Larry is meeting with 
the other pastors in town to work out a 
cooperative effort to minister to the 
refugees who are currently in the 
transit camp outside Kuching . While 
our efforts will be delimited by the 
government, our people are eager to 
help in any way they can. Please pray 
much for these who have been driven 
out of their homes and who are now at 
the mercy of the various governments 
of the world . The Vietnamese refugees 
may be the ones who test our willing
ness to " give the cup of cold water" 
and in so doing, give it to Chri st. 

Larry R. and Carol Kalajainen 

The Ka lajainens are U. M . missionaries 
in Kuching, Sa rawak, Ma lays ia. He is a 
m inis ter of the Chin Fu Method is t Church 
and she is a teacher. 
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LETTERS 

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE 
The October New World Outlook on 

Human Rights is super! Bless you all-and 
thanks .. . for your continuing challenge 
to us in the " hinterland" through New 
World Outlook. 

Thelma Stevens 
Nashville, Tenn. 
She is the former executive for Christian 

Social Relations for the Women 's Division . 

What a tremendous presentation on the 
issue of Human Rights. I was particularly 
caught by Charles Brewster's article be
cause it confirmed what I had sa id in a 
presentation on the biblical and theologi
cal basis on why the church is in human 
rights . 

Cathy Lyons coverage on genetic engi
neering is one of the clearest article,s on the 
issue I have read . ... Cathy's article is 
able to bring the reader to face the crucial 
questions that should be raised-it is not 
over technical as so much that has been 
written on this. 

Paul McCleary's statement related to 
relief and development will be one that 
should be frequently quoted. 

Ruth Prudente 
World Council of Churches, New York 

MORE ON "WITNESSING" 
As United Methodist Women of the 

Dayton North District, we take issue with 
the editoria l of September dealing with the 
fact that Mr. Carter witnessed to President 
Park of Korea on his recent vis it there. We 
disagree with you. Granted, Mr. Carter 
was not in the position that Paul was before 
Agrippa and we would assume that Pres . 
Park was not begging to be witnessed 
to-but then not many persons ever are. In 
a nation where such acts are going on as 
the harassment and imprisonment of Rev . 
Cho Wha Soon, certainly witnessing needs 
to be done and to those who are in the 
pos ition to change things . Mr. Carter did 
not witness to Pres. Park at a public or state 
function; he did not embarrass him pub
licly. It is our understanding that he 
witnessed to him in a conversation that was 
essentially private and person-to-person. 
We feel that your criticism of him is unjust 
and rather in paradox to much that the 
church is trying to accomplish in the 
world . If the disciples had chosen to be 
diplomatic in their witnessing the church 
would have died in only a few years. 

Certai nly Chri st Himse lf was not con
cerned with diplomacy or protoco l or He 
never would have been cru ci fied . 

Jesus does not cha I lenge us to make 
disciples only of those w ho are lower class , 
poor, illiterate, or not heads of state . In 
Matt. 28:19, we are charged to go make 

disc iples of all peoples . To this end , we 
support Pres. Carter and even·adm ire him 
fo r being wi lling to sha re his Christian fait h 
w ith all he meets. 

Signed by 43 members of United Meth
odist Women, Dayton North District, 
Dayton, O hio 

January will have an ecumenica l emphasis, to go w ith the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, w hose theme this year is " Your Kingdom Come." Thi s is also the theme 
for the World Mission Conference to be held in Australia in May. We will have articles 
relating to both these events. In addition, a look at Vietnam Veterans today, an interview 
w ith a Dutch chu rchman who is the Human Rights executive for the United Nations, a 
first-hand accou nt of Nicaragua after the revolution , J. Harry Haines on forty years of 
UMCOR, and lots more. 

Find out about some of them in 

"REPORT: HUNGER" 
\Nork-In-Progress 

. . shows graphically some of 
This new sound . ~lo~d f1~~~~~ Missional Priority projects 
the hundreds of or uh funded since the first of 
United Methodist dollars ave ers seek to keep and im-
1977. For example . b.lack far~ India lift themselves from 
prove their land, and .v1llagtersthe more abundant life . See 

ty and malnutrition o 
~~~~~and more . Follow hunger dollars . 

Inquire of your (\ United Methodist 
conference 111m Communications 

library about showing 1200 Davis St 
REPORT: HUNGER · 
in your church Or buy Evanston, IL 60201 
a print at $5 00 from 
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THE llOYIMG 
FIMGER WRITES_.-

WOMEN'S DIVISION ADDRESSES 
CROSS-BURNINGS, REDLINING 

Resolutions condemning the " resur
gence" of the Ku Klux Klan and the 
practice of redlining by banks and insur
ance agencies were among the actions 
taken by the Women's Division of the 
United Methodist Board of Global Minis
tries , meeting in Philadelphia Oct. 12-15. 

Seventy-one directors of the division 
from across the U.S. expressed their 
opinion that "cross-burn ings and destruc
tion of homes is an elaborate and pre
meditated act wh ich cannot be dismissed 
as only the spontaneous expression of 
juvenile restlessness." 

The resolution called on federal , state 
and loca l governments to mobilize the 
police and surveillance apparatus already 
in place to " investigate and bring to trial 
the perpetrators of such practices." 

It urged United Methodist Women to 
" embark on a serious effort of education on 
the current resurgence of the KKK and its 
challenge to the churches as proclaimers 
and witnesses of the Christian gospel. " In 
the coming political elections, the women 
were asked to demand that candidates for 
office struggle against racism as a top 
priority. 

A grant of $2 ,000 was approved for the 
Center for Constitutional Rights to work on 
legal strategies to combat Klan activities . 
Time will be set aside at the March 1980 
division meeting to hear an update on KKK 
activities. 

On redlining, the United Methodist 
Church was asked to assess whether the 
institutions in which it deposits funds 
comply with the Home Mortgage Act and 
to support legislative review of insurance 
regulations "to assure adequate and af
fordable coverage of property in urban 
neighborhoods. " 

In defense of religious liberty, the 
division agreed to send telegrams to 
President Carter and Gov. Jerry Brown of 
California stating concern for the violation 
of the religious rights of the Chumash 
(Native American) people at Point Con
ception, Calif. , noting this is not an 
isolated case of desecrating sacred ground . 
The state has granted a license for building 
a refinery on land the Chumash claim is 
their sacred temple. 

The division agreed to repay $12 ,500 it 
has been holding for McTyeire School in 

Shanghai, China, since 1940. Interest on 
this sum now stands at $26,071 , which 
will be added to the principle. Uncertain 
w hether the Methodist-funded girl ' s schoo I 
had survived , the Women 's Division was 
pleased to learn recently from its director, 
Miss Cheng, who is visiting this cou ntry, 
that the school has been operating al I these 
years. 

a new field staff member for the Dallas, 
Texas, office, replacing Joan Clark, fired 
last Apri I after she revealed she is a lesbian . 

The Women's Division accepted a 
report from its task force on human 
sexua lity (see separate story). It also named 

The new staff member is Mary F. Ryan of 
Manchester, Conn ., a United Methodist 
who has been a management analyst in the 
state' s Department of Social Services in 
Hartford. All the present division staff were 
rehired in a block vote . However, consid
eration will be given at the next meeting to 
alternatives to the block slate. 

A 1980 budget of $14,705 ,848 was · 

Surround 
them with 
LOVE 

At Almora in North India, where the First Methodist evan-
gelistic work in India began in 1856, thousands of boys and 
girls have been educated in an atmosphere of Christian love. For more 
than 100 years, the Almora Girls' and Boys' Hostels have provided children from 
district villages 12 years of schooling at "homes away from home." Many 
prominent Indian leaders have come from these schools. Decades of service 
have taken their toll on the buildings. Extensive repairs are required if they are 
to stay open. Your gift to this World Division Child Support project can help 

to renovate a building, or keep a child in school I S20 a month I. 

--- ---------~ Ask your church to adopt oos22a.s.A·B I 

ADll4NCE 
Cltp this coupon 

and mail with 
your check to : 

WORLD DIVISION 

the Almora Schools as an Advance project. I 

CITY ________ STATE ____ ZIP __ _ 

I 
I 
I 

Room .1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 
4 75 R1vers1de Drive 

New York N y 10027 The United Methodist Child Support Program is a par1 ot fhe world wide m inis lrv ot 
' · · The Board ol Global Ministries all with child care 1ns111u11ons approved as Ad..,ance Spec ia ls I 
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approved . Of this sum, $4,588 ,475 will go 
to the World Division to support miss ion
aries and national churches overseas, and 
a similar amount to the National Division 
for mission work in the U.S. In addition , 
items totaling $420,720 were approved for 
repairs and renovation of some of the 63 
properties the Women's Div ision owns 
such as community centers, hospitals, 
child care institutions and residences. 

Up to $10,000 was voted to PRISA, the 
ecumenical action coalition on Vieques 
Island off the coast of Puerto Ri co, which is 
aiding fishermen there in a campaign to 
recover 27,000 acres of land used by the 
U.S. Navy fo r naval gunfire, c lose air 
support and air-to-ground exercises. The 
funds will provide educational materi als, 
sponsor forums and contact government 
and political leaders to get justice for 
Vieques residents. 

In honor of the United Nations Interna
tional Year of the Child, the division had a 
two-pronged presentation featuring chil
dren. Pre-sc hool children from Ph i ladel 
ph ia churches were led in si nging by 
composer-record ing artist Mary Lu Walker 
of Corning, N .Y. 

Two members of the Children's Express, 
Debbie Oestre icker, 14, and Quin Bra
katy, 13, both of New York, reported on a 
hearing they and other you ng people 
conducted in Washington on the plight of 
incarcerated children . They said they were 
shocked to learn the drug thorazine is 
admin istered to children in juvenile de
tention centers and mental institutions 
"when the kids get rowd y." It produces 
confusion, depression, musc le spasms, 
lack of control and suic idal tendencies, 
according to victi ms who testified . A 
physician told the hearing he knew of no 
legitimate use of thorazine. (UMC) 

HUMAN SEXUALITY REPORT 
DISCUSSES SEXUAL FEARS 

The Women's Division of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
ended its fall meeting in Ph iladelphia after 
accepting a report from an eight-member 
task force on human sexuality . At the same 
time the division refused to rehire se lf
avowed lesbian Joan Clark, field staff 
member fi red last April. The vote was 49 
against reh iring, 12 for rehiring and one 
abstention . 

• Large 10 inch gold
bordered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 or 
more plates. 

• We also make ce
ramic tile, church note 
paper, Church bulle
tins, Post Cards and 
Christmas Cards. 

For sample and Illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

A move to institute a non-discriminatory 
hiring policy with regard to sexual orienta
tion was delayed until fall of 1980. Th is 
was said to give the church 's legislative 
body, the General Conference, a chance to 
set an employment policy for the whole 
church when it meets in Apri I of 1980. 

The task force report on human sexuality 
said the church " must concern itself with 
the reality of human sexuality in al l of its 
aspects ." Enumerated were the needs of 
single persons, the nuclear family, the 
aging and the handicapped, sex-stereo
typing which results in inferior status for 
women, sexua l orientation including het
erosexuality , bisexuality and homosexual
ity, the meaning of sexuality and the fear of 
sexuality including homophobia, as well 
as the theological and biblical issues 
" which would enl ighten all the above." 

" Nowhere in the church's cons idera
tions of human sexuali ty is there more 
confusion , embarrassment and even self
hatred evident than in the currently domi
nant discussions about homosexuality," 
said the report. " It is not simply a matter of 

difference of opinion among church mem
bers or between clergy and laity. Homo
phobia, the fear of homosexuality in 
oneself or another, is one of the sexual 
fears which must be faced ." 

Urgi ng the church to resist " easy moral
isms or dogmatic views which set up 
different views regarding the normalcy ot 
sexual behavior of heterosexuality and 
homosexuality," the report sa id: 

" Promiscuity, the idolatry of pleasure, 
the absence of fidelity, attack, seduction 
and violence, the exploitation of people 
are characteristics found among persons of 
all sexual ori entations. 

" On the other hand , gentleness and 
warmth , compassion and strength, com
mitment and fidelity are human qualities 
which are found in persons of all sexual 
orientation." 

The report then addresses a set of 
questions to the chu rch. These concern its 
mission and min istry as wel I as its inclu
siveness. These questions are intended to 
make the document useful for study in the 
churches . 
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LOOlllNG TOWARD GENERAL CONFERENCE 

2. CHURCH E:XTE:N~ION 

Probably no issue is more central to the future of The United Methodist Church as a denomination 
than the question of church growth and church development. From the birth of the nation until around 
1965, mainline churches (including Methodism) tended to grow with every census or survey. In 1961 
the combined membership of the former Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches totalled 
10.8 million persons. Since that time, despite population growth, membership has declined to 9.8 
million. This decline has been matched proportionately by other mainline denominations but since 
United Methodism is the largest of these groups, its loss has been the most spectacular. At the same 
time, conservative denominations (most particularly the Southern Baptists) have grown and there has 
been a highly visible noninstitutional religious revival. 

What has caused this reversal in fortunes and what, if anything, can be done to reverse it? Many causes 
have been suggested : overemphasis on social activism, preoccupation with church restructure, the 
questioning of traditional values, distrust of organizations. Al I of these are debatable and are frequently 
argued. One major contributing factor, church growth experts suggest, is the failure of major denom
inations to emphasize new church development. Studies indicate that new congregations minister more 
effectively to the needs of the unchurched population. The great percentage of persons recruited into 
membership in a newly organized congregation have no active church affiliation. They also tend to 
be of younger age, in the stage of forming families. By contrast, older congregations tend to attract 
more persons transferring membership from other congregations. 

New church development is also a strategy for revitalizing the church at every level. New churches 
have been found not only to have a disproportionate share of members, church school attendance and 
benevolence support as compared with older churches but are training centers for church leaders and 
accept new ideas and persons more readily. 

If new church development is such a good idea, why has it not been more widespread in recent years? 
The reasons are complex. One reason is certainly financial. The cost of land and construction is in
creasingly prohibitive. In the 1960's, it was widely thought that $50,000 was needed to build the first 
unit of a new organized church. Today, estimates range from $250,000 to $500,000 for investment 
over a five-year period. It has been a general policy to encourage the local church to assume the largest 
share of the burden through long-term financing. Now more up-front capital is needed. The current 
financial squeeze in the nation and soaring interest rates are a factor. The United Methodist Develop
ment Fund, which makes low interest loans to churches, has had increasing trouble attracting capital 
because of the low interest it pays to investors and has asked the Securities and Exchange Commission 
for permission to increase their interest rates paid out. It has been estimated that a newly organized 
congregation desiring to build a unit of only 5,000 feet would have to reach a membership of 250 
persons contributing 5 dollars each per Sunday supporting a budget of $65,000 and, even worse, by 
the time this unit was built, the congregation would have outgrown the only building it could afford. 
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A second problem has to do with the polity of the United Methodist Church. Responsibility for 
new church development is assigned the bishops and their cabinets. The role of the district superin- · 
tendent has been changing and the duties related to "starting new work" have tended to become less 
prominent. Also, the lack of new church development is in some ways a self-perpetuating cycle and 
few district superintendents these days have much in-depth experience in organizing local churches. 
Few conferences employ staff w ith a portfolio in church extension. Staff resources are available 
through the National Division of the Board of Global Ministries {and there has been controversy over 
their role, to which we will return) but these services require local initiative and follow-through to 
be successful. 

A th ird problem has to do with the percentage of failure . Even so successful a group as the Southern 
Baptists say that many of their new churches fail. "Last year we started 380 and our net gain was 
149," according to SBC church extension director Jack Redford. The memory of such failures (and 
their cost) intimidate many conference leaders when facing new opportun ities for church extension . 

The success or failure of new congregations depends in large part upon correctly assessing population 
trends and meeting human needs. In terms of a national strategy for church extension, The United 
Methodist Church has the most strategic position of all Protestant denominations. The UMC has 
churches in all but 140 counties in the United States; all but six percent of the 200 million Americans 
are in the proximity of a United Methodist ministry. It is truly a national church. 

Recent research indicates that socio-economic trends and demographic changes account for between 
50 percent and 90 percent of the growth or decline in local church membership. Where is population 
growth taking place and among what groups? At present, there are six settings for population growth : 
some non-metropolitan counties, usually adjacent to metropolitan areas ; exurbia (the most distant 
suburbs); new suburban areas; expanding Black middle class areas; rehabilitation areas in central 
cities; urban areas which ar_e points of entry for immigrant groups (mostly Hispanic and Asian) . 

Population shifts, most notably the growth in the "Sunbelt " states is another trend. Many of these 
fast-growing states are also among the "least Methodist " in the nation in terms of percentage of 
members. According tothe U.S. Census, the fastest rate of population growth will be in the mountain 
states of Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Nevada. But in terms 
of numbers, most of the growth will continue to be in the Sunbelt. New churches wi ll be needed in 
many of these states but special attention should be placed, according to the National Division, on 
New Mexico, Virginia, Oklahoma and Texas. 

Not only where people live but how they live and who they are make up a vital information for 
developingnewchurches. Oneoftheseelementsisage. In the last heyday of church growth , the 1950's, 
the growing segment of the population was made up of children, the middle aged, and persons over 
65. In the 1960's, the largest single age group were young adu Its, ages 20-29. Th is has been the hardest 
group historically for the church to reach . In the 1980's, one out of every two adults in the United 
States will be a young adult. There will also be many more older persons; those over 65 years of age 
will tota l 17 million by 1985. This dominance of the young and the old will introduce new social and 
economic pressures. 

Another social trend which has an effect upon new church development is the increasingly diverse 
lifestyles in the country. The family unit has been under increasing pressure. Divorce is easy and 
socially acceptable. Famil y ties, rituals and traditions celebrated by the church are maintained with 
great difficulty . The ministry to families by local congregations needs to be reinforced . At the same 
time, the changing role definition of the sexes needs to be taken into account. Women are moving 
increasi ngly into the work force and functioning much as men do. 
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Another social factor in the 80's will be the dawning of the age of scarcity. The dream of private 
home ownership is being snuffed out by increasing prices. Mobi le homes are becoming t he only 
affordable single family housing units for an increasing number of young families. Inflation is eating 
up more of the spendable income of employees and workers, and unemployment is an ugly specter 
for the middle class to contend with. Church development strategies will need to take into account 
patterns of ministry for a new middle class that will be less stable, unpropertied, unrepresented, and 
increasingly powerless. 

The last social factor is a more positive one-the growth in numbers and in visibil ity of ethnic 
minority groups. There has been a dramatic increase in the number of Hispanics and Asians in major 
population centers, and these people are starting new congregations. Probably the most dramatic 
growth has been in Korean congregations, which have increased tenfold in the last ten years. The 
financial response to the 1976-80 missional priority on the Et hn ic Minority Local Church has been 
disappointing but if the 1980 General Conference adopts the General Council on Ministries proposal 
to make strengthening the Ethnic Minority Local Church the single funded missional priority for the 
1980-84 Quadrennium, more help should be available. 

Certainly the Office of Church Extension sees this as one of its main priorities. There are problems 
here as white majorities have been reluctant or at least hesitant to respond to this challenge. 

With all of these factors in mind, debate in the church has centered on two ma in areas. One, where 
does the primary responsibility for new church development rest? There is a feeling among some 
groups, most notably Good News, the Evangelical caucus, that not enough emphasis has been placed 
by the general church agencies on evangelism and church extension . They are petition ing General 
Conference to establish a new Board of Evangelism and Church Extension, which would include parts 
of the Board of Discipleship and the Board of Global Ministries. The General Council on Ministries 
held a Consultation on Congregational Development in Nashville in September to consider similar 
proposals. They decided not to recommend such a proposal. The National Division opposes such a 
restructure as fragmenting current efforts and being needlessly expensive. Aside from restructure 
proposals, the National Division's answer to those who say that it is " not interested in church 
extension" is twofold. First, they insist that the primary responsibi l ity is clearly assigned to the annual 
conferences and that the Division 's role is to assist them . Secondly, they clai m that critics are not 
fully aware of all they are doing now and propose to do in the f uture. For example, they propose 
to expand their current consulting service in which they help conduct a feasibi lity study, prepare a 
preliminary mission design, hold training events and consult with the pastor. Aga in, it is proposed to 
make incentive grants to annual conferences where a staff person in new church development is 
needed but the conference cannot provide one. 

A second area of debate concerns the focus of new church development. One of t he most contro
versial tenets of Donald McGavran and the Church Growth school centered at Fuller Seminary holds 
that for new members (and new Christians) emphasis should be placed on evangelism rather than other 
ministries and that demands for immediate ethical achievement must not be so high as to scare away 
potential converts. By contrast, the National Division feels sensitivity to human needs in the church 
and in the community is critical in church growth. They cite Paragraph 202 of the Discipl ine that 
"it is primarily at the level of the local church that the church encounters the world . The local 
church is a strategic base from which the Christians move out to the structures of societ y . It is the 
function of the local church to minister to the neds of persons in the communit ies where the church 
is located, to provide appropriate nurture and training to all age groups, cultural groups, and ethnic 
groups as minimal expectations of an authentic church. " They insist that to ignore the needs of the 
community is not a recipe for church development, but its antithesis. 
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In one important aspect, the National Division and the church growth prophets operate on an over
lapping assumption . McGavran followers stress the need for homogeneity of groups to be successfull'y 
evangelized. The National Division emphasis on ethnic minority and language ministries seem to bear 
out that assumption. 

In any case, much of this argument may not be about substance at all but simply an awakening to a 
deteriorating situation and an attempt to correct it. Church development certainly includes more than 
numerical growth . Orlando Costas argues that holistic church development must include organic 
growth, conceptual growth and incarnational growth as well as numerical growth. But the numerical 
decline is what alarms people and what the debate is likely to be about. 
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ger, May, (216) 
Hassan Dehqani-Tafti-An Iranian 

Bishop, June, (276) 
Health and Welfare Ministries D ivi

sion, Apr., (154 ) 
Helping People Cope, Dec., (5 34) 
Hispan ic Church Rebuilds in Brook

lyn, An , Mar., (121) 
Ho w Much Agreement Equ a ls 

Unity?, Jan., (20) 
Human Rights and the Bible, Oct. , 

(392) 
Human Rights Survey, A, Oct. , (40 1) 
Hunger, Land , and Responsible 

Stewardsh ip, Ju ly-Aug. , (325) 

I 
I Am Not A Camera , Feb ., (87) 
Interview with Mortimer Arias, An , 

Feb" (62) 
Invo lvement in a New Nation in 

Papua New Guinea, Mar., (129) 

J 
James Cone's Macedonian Call , Ju ly

Aug. , (3 23) 

K 
Kamala Edwards Goes Home, Sept. , 

(373) 
Kareki n II-The Head of an Ancient 

Church in Lebanon, June, (278) 

L 
Laos: A Country in Transition, Dec. , 

(523) . 

A 
Africa 

African Task Force 
1-Church Growth and Develop

ment, Dec., (530) 
2-More African Theology, A , 

Nov. , (440) 
Algeria 

Starting Over in Algeria , June, 
(272) 

Angola 
Angola : The Church Refused to 

Die , Ju ly-Aug., (302) 
Liberia 

Liberia n Way, The, May, (221) 
Zaire 

Vitalit y and Growth in Zaire, 
Africa , Mar., (117) 

Agi ng 
Methodist Senior Services in No rth 

Mississippi , May, (229) 
Portland Church 's Project, A, May, 

(226) 

LAOS Workshops for Development 
in Washington , D.C. , Mar., (134) 

Latin American Protestants Move 
Toward Uni ty, Feb., (60) 

Learning from the " Disabled", July
Aug., (319) 

Liberian Way , The, May, (221) 
Liv ing Roots: The Churches in the 

Middle East, Ju ne, (248) 
Loans Help Develop Churches in 

U.S., Mar. , (135 ) 
Look at World Evangelism , A, Jan., 

(8) 
Loving and Caring for Troubled 

Teenagers, May, (213) 

M 
Methodist Hospital of Indiana , Feb., 

(66) 
Methodist Senior Services in North 

Mississippi , May, (229) 
Methodists , Moonies and Mormons, 

May, (208) 
Middle East Mosaic ; An Egyptian 

Pope, Sept., (362) 
Ministry with Reta rded Persons, A, 

July-Aug., (3 16) 
Miss ion Issues: 1-How Many Mis

sionaries?, Nov., (475) 2-Church 
Deve lopment, Dec. , (542) 

Mission on Friendship Square, Sept. , 
(356) 

M issionary in the Musl im World , A, 
June, (2 54) 

Missionary Medical Couple Never 
Retires, Jan. , (18) 

Monitoring the Helsin ki Accords in 
Eastern Europe, Oct., (415) 

More African Theo logy, A, Nov., 
(440) 

Mustard Seed, The, Nov., (463) 

N 
National Division, Apr., (156) 
Necessary First Step, A, June, (260) 
New Forms of Min istering in Ecua-

dor, Mar., (126) 
New Kind of Hispanic Church , A, 

Sept. , (371) 

p 
Palestin ians and Po litics, June, (266) 

Parish Development in Kansas, May, 
(224) 

Peace Market Mother, Feb., (76) 
Peace Treaty Without Peace, A, June, 

(2 62 ) 
Personal Testimony in Japan, Mar ., 

(127) 
Picki ng Up the Pieces in Wi chita 

Falls , Nov., (456) 
Poem: Seni li ty, Sept. , (3 49) 
Poems, July-Aug. , (328) 
Poems by Hand icapped Japanese, 

Ju ly-Aug. , (318) 
Portland Church's Project, A, May, 

(226) 
Prayer, Nov., (459) 
Presc ription fo r Development, Mar., 

(113) 
Promises to Keep, Sept. , (345) 
Protecting Children , Feb., (65 ) 
Puebla : A Shift to the Progressive, 

Ju ly-Aug. , (3 20) 
Puebla: The Pope and the Poor, May, 

(200) 

Q 
Quest fo r a Better Tomato, Nov., 

(446) 

R 
Reaction in Taiwan , May, (207) 
Religious Liberty-How Free?, Oct. , 

(406) 
Recruit ing Blacks for the Ministry, 

Sept. , (374) 
Report to Our Readers, A, Sept. , 

(375) 
Return to the New China, May, (204) 

s 
San Antonio: Looki ng Toward the 

Convocation , July-Aug., (296) 
Selection of Posters, A, Sept. , (351) 
Shared House of God on the Prairie, 

Jan., (24) 
Sin City of the Arctic, Nov., (444) 
Special Report : Faith , Sc ience and 

the Future, Sept. , (377) 
Special Report: " Opening Doors" to 

the Handicapped , July-Aug. , (3 29) 
Starting Over in Algeria , June, (272) 

SUBJECTS 

Alaska 
Sin City of the Arctic, Nov. , (444) 

Architecture/ Art 
Changing Times, Changing Archi

tecture, Feb., (81) 
Haitian Religious Art , Feb. , (81) 

Asia 
Banglades h 

Better Da ys in Bangladesh, July
Aug. , (311) 

Burma 
Fre sh Impressions from a 

Burmese Christian , May , 
(232) 

China 
Church in China, The, Nov., 

(460) 
Reaction in Taiwan , May, (207) 
Return to the New China , May, 

(204) 
India 

Flood Relief in Govindpur , 
India , Jan ., (36) 

Kamala Edwa rds Goes Home, 
Sept. , (373) 

Japan 
Cross Over Kujyo Community, 

The, Sept. , (369) 
Personal Testimony in Japan, 

Mar., (127) 
Korea 

Peace Market Mother, Feb., (76) 
Laos 

Laos: A Country in Transition, 
Dec., (523 ) 

Vietnam 
Vietnamese Counselor to Her 

People , July-Aug., (309) 
With Church Help, Refugees Are 

Coping, July-Aug. , (305) 

B 
Board of Global M inistries 

Comm itted to Chris t-Called to 
Change , Apr ., (147) 

Committee on Personnel in Mis-
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Swift Review of Crusade Scholar
ships, A, Jan.; (28) 

T 
Technology and the Th ird World , 

Dec., (500) 
That of God in Every Man, Sept., 

(349) 
Three Christmas Poems, Dec. , (492) 
Thriving Pacific Islander Churches 

Near Di sneyland, Mar., (124) 
Tongan Congregation in Salt Lake 

City , A, Mar., (132) 
Torture-A Spreading Evil , Oct. , (398) 
Treasurer's Report, Apr. , (183) 
Trends in Church Development , 

Mar., (108) 
Tryi ng to Live a Simple Life, Dec., 

(494) 
Two Billion New Arrivals, Nov., 

(452) 

u 
UMVS-A Novel Network, Jan., (29) 
United Methodist Committee on Re

lief, Apr., (161 ) 

v 
Victoria Aziz-An Egyptian Teacher, 

June, (277) 
Vietnamese Counselor to Her Peo

ple, July-Aug., (309) 
Vitality and Growth in Zaire , Africa , 

Mar., (11 7) 

w 
" We Reach the Most Needy, Jan , (31 ) 
Where Have All the Industrial Mis

sions Gone?, Feb. , (56) 
Wichita Church in Action, A, July

Aug. , (330) 
With Church Help, Refugees Are 

Coping, July-Aug., (305) 
Women's Church Work, June, (280) 
Women's Divis ion, Apr. , (172) 
World Division, Apr., (176) 
World Refugee Situation , The, Oct. , 

(403) 
Worldwide Focus, A, Nov. , (466) 

sion, Apr., (180) 
Crusade Schola rship Committee, 

Apr., (182) 
Ecumenical and lnterreligious 

Concerns Division , Apr. , (152) 
Education and Cult ivation Divi

sion , Apr., (166) 
Health and Welfare Ministries Di-

vision, Apr., (154) 
Na tional Division , Apr. , (156) 
Treasurer's Report , Apr., (183) 
United Methodist Committee on 

Relief, Apr., (161) 
Women 's Division, Apr. , (172) 
World Divis ion , Apr., (176) 

Books 
African Theology En Route , ed . by 

Ko fi -Appian-Kub i and Sergio 
Torres, Jul y-Aug., (331) 

Co ntag ious Congregat io n, The 
Frontiers in Evangelism and 
Church Growth by Georg<> G. 
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Hunter, June, (281 ) 
Crooked Shall Be Made Straight, 

The by Rosalie Griesse, May, 
(234) 

Grammar of Faith, The by Paul L. 
Holmer, June, (281 ) 

How To Be Happy In the Non 
Electric Church by Merle Allison 
Johnson, Sept. , (3 79) 

Lord, Have You Cot a Minute? by 
Kenneth Wray Connors, Oct. , 
(425) 

Revolt Against Chivalry, Jessie 
Daniel Ames and the Women 's 
Campaign Against Lynching by 
Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, Oct. , 
(426) 

Rise Up and Walk by Abel T. 
Muzorewa, Feb., (88) 

Telling the Story of the Local 
Church by Velma Sumrall and 
Luc i I le Germany , July-Aug ., 
(3 32 ) 

Visions of Glory, A History and a 
Memory of Jehovah 's Witnesses 
by Barbara Grizzuti Harrison , 
Mar., (136) 

Women of Spirit : Female Leader
ship in the Jewish and Christian 
Traditions, ed. by Rosemary 
Ruether and Eleanor Mclaugh
lin, ov ., (469) 

c 
Children/Youth 

Children 's Rights are Controver
sia l, Oct., (42 1) 

Genetic Engineering : Whose 
Human Rights ?, Oct ., (421 ) 

Loving and Caring for Troubled 
Teenagers , May, (2 13) 

Protecting Children , Feb., (65 ) 
Christmas 

Christmas at Toberman House, 
Dec., (528) 

Christmas, 19 79: The Energy Cri
sis , Dec. , (488) 

Three Christmas Poems , Dec ., 
(492) 

Church Development 
Angola : The Church Refused to 

Die , July-Aug., (302 ) 
Bearers of the Mystery, Mar., (104) 
Church Growth and Development 

in Africa , Dec., (530) 
Dilemmas in Relief and Develop-

ment : o Easy Answer, Oct. , 
(422) 

Liberian Way, The , May, (221) 
Loans Help Develop Churches in 

the U.S ., Mar., (135) 
More African Theology, A, ov ., 

(440) 
Prescription for Development , 

Mar., (113) 
Special Report: Faith, Science and 

the Future, Sept. , (377) 
Trends in Church Development , 

Mar., (108) 
Vitality and Growth in Zaire, Afri

ca , Mar., (117) 
Where Have All the Industrial 

Missions Cone? , Feb., (56) 
Churches In M ission 

Cause for Hope , Feb., (83 ) 
Changing Suburban Church in 

Maryland, A, Mar., (128) 
" Church Like the Bread Will Rise, 

The ", Jan ., (14) 
Cooperative Parish in Birmingham, 

'\, Mar., (119) 

Cross Over Kujyo Commun ity, 
The , Sept. , (369) 

Hispanic Church Rebuilds in 
Brooklyn, An, Mar., (121 ) 

LAOS Workshops for Development 
in Washington , D .C. , Mar ., 
(134) 

Methodist Senior Services in North 
Mississippi , May (2 29) 

Ministry with Retarded Persons, A, 
July-Aug. (316) 

New Kind of Hispanic Church, A, 
Sept. , (371 l 

Parish Development in Kansas, 
May, (224) 

Picking Up the Pieces in Wichita 
Falls , ov ., (456) 

Portland Church 's Project. A, May, 
(226) 

Quest for a Better Tomato, ov., 
(447) 

Shared House of Cod on the 
Pra irie . Jan., (24) 

Thriving Pacific Islander Churches 
Near Disneyland, Mar., (124) 

Wichita Church in Action, A, July
Aug., (330) 

Community Development/Organiza
tion 
Bob akata Organizes the Home 

Folks , Sept, (365) 
Casa de Amigos : Where Dreams 

Become Realities, Sept., (358) 
Come to the County Jail, Nov. , 

(450) 
Loving and Caring for Troubled 

Teenagers , May, (213) 
Ministry with Retarded Persons, A, 

July-Aug., (316) 
Trying to Live a Simple Life, Dec. , 

(494) 
UMVS-A ovel Network, Jan. , 

(29) 
Where Have All the Industrial 

Missions Cone? , Feb., (56) 

D 
Deaths 

Bal loch, Bishop Enrique C. , Sept., 
(34 1) 

Birtwhistle , The Rev. N. Allen , 
Mar., (102) 

Burris, Tom, Nov., (435) 
Collins, Deidre, Sept. , (341) 
Curry, Bishop Norris S., June, 

(244) 
de Sabanes, Juan ita , Sept. , (341) 
Edler, Irene, Sept. , (341) 
Eshelman, Frances, June, (244) 
Forrest, A. C. , Feb., (54) 
Hayes, The Rev . E., Pearce, Sept. , 

(341 ) 
Kanodereka , The Rev. Arthur , 

Feb., (5 4) 
Kitchen , Mrs. Margaret H., Mar., 

(102) 
Lacy, Mrs. Henry V., Mar., (102) 
Lary, Madel ine, Dec ., (486) 
Manget, Dr. Fred P., Mar., (102) 
Matthews, Ruth Robinson, Dec., 

(486) 
Mead, Margaret, Jan ., (95) 
Millen, Miss Lenore, Oct., (390) 
Murphy, Patrick , S.V.D ., Jan., (5) 

eeley, Ken , Feb., (54) 
ewcomb, Kathryn , Nov., (435) 
ewell , Bisho p Frederick B., 
Sept. , (341) 

Nichols, The Rev. Ralph W ., Sept. , 
(341 ) 

Pryor, Bishop Thomas R., Sept. , 
(341) 

Robinson , Lou ise , Dec. , (486) 
Sells, James W ., Dec., (486) 
Smith , John Owen, Jan., (5) 
Stowe, The Rev. Everett, Oct. , 

(390) 
Streb, Louis, Dec., (486) 
Thatcher, Grace, Sept. , (341 ) 
Thompson , The Rev. Everett, June,· 

(244) 
Weil , Lu iz Carlos, Sept. , (341 ) 
White, Frank P., Mar., (102) 

E 
Ecumenica l/ lnterrel igious 

How Mu c h Agreement Equals 
Unity? , Jan ., (20) 

Human Rights and the Bible, Oct. , 
(392) 

Karekin II- The Head of an An
cient Church in Lebanon, June, 
(278) 

Latin American Protestants Move 
Toward Unity, Feb., (60) 

Living Roots: The Churches in the 
Middle East, June, (248) 

Methodists , Moonies and Mor
mons, May, (208) 

Missionary in the Muslim World, 
A, June, (254) 

More African Theology, A, Nov., 
(440) 

Puebla: A Shift to the Progressive, 
July-Aug., (320) 

Puebla : The Pope and the Poor, 
May, (200) 

Starting Over in Algeria, June, 
(272) 

Editorials 
The Commonwealth Plan, Sept. , 

(343) 
The Dala i Lama's Visit, Oct. , (391) 
The David Disasters , Oct. , (391 ) 
The Death Penalty , Ju ly-Aug., 

(295) 
The Egyptian-Israeli Treaty, June, 

(247) 
God 's Word To Us, Nov., (439) 
Has Salt II Lost Its Savor?, Sept. , 

(343 ) 
Laws Are On The Books, Mar., 

(103) 
No Solution In Rhodesia , Mar., 

(103) 
o Talk Is No Win, Oct. , (391) 

The Perils of Re ligion, Jan ., (7) 
Perils of Religion , Part 11 , Jan ., (7) 
Pope Watching, July-Aug., (295) 
The Pope's Visit, ov., (439) 
School Prayers ... Again, May, 

(199) 
A Start In Kampuchea, Dec ., (486) 
A Statement on Baptism , May, 

(199) 
" Supposing It Were My Emi ly?", 

Feb., (55 ) 
Taking Lent Seriously, Mar., (103) 
Towards True " ormal izat ion", 

Feb., (55 ) 
The Ubiquity of Oppression , May, 

(199) 
What (Year-Of-The) Ch i ld Is Th is?, 

Dec., (486) 
Which " Boat Peop le" ?, July-Aug., 

(295 ) 
Witness In El Salvador, Mar ., (103) 
A Worthy Prize, Dec., (486) 
Zugzwang in Zimbabwe, June, 

(247) 

Education 
Education: A 150-Year Investment, 

June, (256) 
Swift Review of Crusade Scholar

ships, A, Jan., (2 8) 
Energy 

Christmas, 1979 : The Energy Cri
sis, Dec ., (488) 

Ethn ic Minorities . 
From Assimilation to Visibility

Arab Americans, Dec., (536) 
Hispanic Church Rebuilds in 

Brooklyn, An, Mar., (12 1) 
New Kind of Hispanic Church, A, 

Sept. , (371 ) 
Recruiting Blacks for the Ministry, 

Sept., (374) 
San Antonio: Looking Toward the 

Convocation, Ju ly-Aug., (296) 
Thriving Pacific Islander Churches 

Near Disneyland, Mar., (124) 
Tongan Congregation in Salt Lake 

City, A, Mar. , (132) 
Evangelism 

Look at World Evangelism , A, Jan., 
(8) 

H 
Haiti 

Haitian Religious Art, Feb., (81 ) 
Haitians Without a Country, Feb., 

(78) 
Handicapped Persons 

Learning from the " Disabled", 
July-Aug., (316) 

Ministry with Retarded Persons, A, 
July-Aug., (316) 

Special Report: " Opening Doors " 
to the Handicapped, July-Aug., 
(329) 

Wichita Church in Action, A, July
Aug., (330) 

Hawai i 
Bob Nakata Organizes the Home 

Folks, Sept., (365) 
Health Care 

Clinics With Clergy on Staff, Feb., 
(70) 

Helping People Cope, Dec., (534) 
Methodist Hospital of Indiana , 

Feb., (66) 
M iss ion on Friendship Square , 

Sept. , (356) 
Missionary Medical Couple Never 

Retires, Jan ., (18) 
Hous ing 

Habitat for Humanity, Dec. , (497) 
Human Rights 

Children 's Rights are Controver
sial, Oct. , (421) 

Common Standard for Human 
Rights, A, Oct. , (412) 

Contemporary Debate on Human 
Rights, The, Oct ., (409) 

Converted Archbishop, A, Oct. , 
(420) 

Genetic Engineering: Whose 
Human Rights ?, Oct. , (395 ) 

Human Rights and the Bible, Oct. , 
(392) 

Human Rights Survey, A, Oct. , 
(401 ) 

Monitoring the Helsinki Accords in 
Eastern Europe, Oct. , (415) 

Religious Liberty-How Free? , 
Oct. , (406) 

Torture-A Spreading Evil, Oct. , 
(398) 

Hunger 
Cause for Hope, Feb., (83) 
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Churchman Helps Advise the Pres
ident, A, May, (2 19) 

Harnessing the Oceans to End 
Hunger, May, (2 16) 

Hunger, Land, and Responsible 
Stewardship, Ju ly-Aug., (3 25) 

Quest for a Better Tomato, Nov., 
(447) 

l 
Latin America 

Converted Archbishop, A, Oct. , 
(420) 

Ecuador 
New Forms of Ministering in 
Ecuador, Mar. , (126) 

Puebla : A Shift to the Progressive, 
Ju ly-Aug., (3 20) 

Puebla : The Pope and the Poor, 
May, (200) 

Latin American Protestants Move 
Toward Unity, Feb., (60) 

Letters From Overseas 
Brazil , Jan ., (38) 
Chile, Nov., (38) 
India , Dec., (519) 
Malaysia , Dec., (519) 
Mozambique, Feb ., (85 ) 
Nigeria, Feb., (85 ) 
Taiwan, Jan., (38) 
Zimbabwe, Feb., (85) 

M 
Middle East 

At Work in Egyptian Villages, Ju ne, 
(274) 

Education: A 7 50-Year Investment, 
June, (256) 

From Assimilation to Visibility, 
June, (256) 

Hassan Dehqani-Tafti-An Iranian 
Bishop, June, (276) 

Karekin II-The Head of an An
cient Church in Lebanon, Ju ne, 
(278) 

Living Roots: The Churches in the 
Middle East, June, (248) 

Middle tast Mosaic: An Egyptian 
Pope, Sept. , (362) 

Missionary in the Muslim Wor ld, 
A, June, (254) 

Victoria Aziz-An Egyptian Teach
er, June, (277) 

Women 's Church Work, June, 
(280) 

Palestine 
Family Reviva l on the West 

Bank, Jan ., (35 ) 
Palestinians and Politics, June, 

(266) 
Peace 

Necessary First Step, A, June, 
(260) 

Peace Treaty Without Peace, A, 
June, (262) 

Mission Issues 
1-How Man y Missionaries? , 

Nov., (475) 
2-Churcr Development, Dec. , 

(542) 
M ission Means .. 

Call and Response, Sept ., (347) 
Caring Ministry, A, Nov., (464) 
Mustard Seed , The , Nov., (463) 
Promises to Keep, Sept. , (345 ) 
Selection of Posters, A, Sept. , (351) 
That of God in Every Man, Sept. , 

(349) 
Worldwide Focus, A, (466) 

p 
Pacific Islands 

Papua New Guinea 
Involvement in a New Nation in 

Papua New Guinea, Mar., 
(129) 

Thriving Pacific Islander Churches, 
Mar., (124) 

Tongan Congregation in Sa lt Lake 
City, A, Mar. , (132) 

Persons In Mission 
Bob Naka ta Organizes the Home 

Folks, Sept. , (365) 
Come to the County Jail, Nov., 

(450) 
Converted Archbishop, A, Oct. , 

(420) 
Family Revival on the West Bank, 

Jan., (3 5) 
Fresh Impressions from a Burmese 

Christian, May, (232) 
Hassan Dehqani-Tafti-An Iranian 

Bishop, June, (276) 
Helping People Cope, Dec ., (53 4) 
Hispanic Church Rebuilds in 

Brooklyn, An, Mar., (1 21) 
I Am Not A Camera, Feb ., (87) 
Interview with Mortimer Arias, An, 

Feb., (62) 
James Cone's Macedonian Call, 

July-Aug., (323) 
Kamala Edwards Goes Home, 

Sept. , (373 ) 

Ka rekin II-The Head of an An
cient Church in Lebanon, June, 
(278) 

Letters From Overseas, Jan ., (3 8); 
Feb. , (85 ); Nov., (468); Dec. , 
(519) 

Middle East Mosaic: An Egypt ia n 
Pope, Sept. , (362) 

Missionary in the Muslim World, 
A, June, (25 4) 

Missionary Medical Couple Never 
Retires, Jan. , (18) 

New Forms of Ministering in Ecua 
dor, Mar., (126) 

Peace Market Mother, Feb ., (76) 
Personal Testimon y in Japan, Mar. , 

(127) 
Protecting Children, Feb., (65) 
Sin City of the Arctic, Nov., (444) 
Trying to Live a Simple Life, Dec. , 

(494) 
Victoria Aziz-An Egyptian Tea cher, 

June, (277) 
Vietnamese Counselor to Her Peo

ple, July-Aug., (309) 
Women 's Church Work, June , 

(280) 

R 
Refugees 

With Church Help, Refugees Are 
Coping, July-Aug. , (305) 

Wo rld Re fugee Si tuatio n, The , 
Oct., (403) 

T 
Third World 

Two Billion New Arrivals, Nov., 
(452) 

Technology and the Third World, 
Dec., (500) 

w 
World Rel ief 

At Work in Egyptian Villages , June, 
(274) 

Better Da ys in Bangladesh, July
Aug., (31 1) 

Churchman Helps Advise the Pres
ident, A, May, (219) 

Dilemmas in Relief and Develop
ment: No Easy Answer, Oct. , 
(422 ) 

Family Rev iva l on the West Bank, 
Jan., (35 ) 

Flood Rel ief in Govindpur, India, 
Jan., (36) 

Harnessing the Oceans to End 
Hunger, May, (216) 

Laos: A Country in Transition, 
Dec., (523) 

Picking Up the Pieces in Wichita, 
Falls, Nov. , (456) 

" We Reach the Most Needy", Jan ., 
(31) 

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE-half of them children-are homeless. hungry 
and without hope because of calamity and strife in every part of today's 
world. Children, because they are physically and mentally immature. 
need special concern and care. UMCOR is helping to meet the needs 
of thousands of children through its Child Support Program in Asia. 
providing food , clothing. medical assistance, education-and love. You 
can be a part of this ministry of love and concern. 

--------------... SEND YOUR CilFT OF LOVE TODAY! 201225-a I 
I 

NAME I 
Clip this coupon STREET ADDRESS I 

and mai l with 

1 your check to: CITY STATE ZIP ___ _ 
UMCOR I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 

4 ?5 Riverside Drive •The United Method•s1 Ct11ld Supparl Program is a part ol the world wide m1n1stry ol 
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