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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

November, 1979 

Iran. More than half the membership of the Presbyterian-related Evangelical 
Church of Iran has left the country since it became an Islamic republic ear ly 
this year, according to Religious News Service. Those remaining report that there 
is no persecution of Christians though there has been some disruption of activ i ties. 
Active membership in the denomination is now estimated at 1 ,500, most of them of 
Assyrian or Armenian background . The Bible Society of Iran has reported that the 
sale of Bibles in Teheran has considerably increased and that there i s much more 
Bible study among youth than ever before . The Community School moved its 450 
students and faculty to the northern part of Teheran after i ts downtown premises 
were suddenly occupied by a Muslim school .... In other news, the Human Rights 
Commission of the Federation of Protestant Church in Switzerland has cited specifi c 
areas of "harassment and even persecution" of Baha'is, Iran ' s largest religious 
minority. The report lists instances of seizure and occupation of Baha'i centers, 
homes, businesses, and institutions, the impounding of funds, and the arrest of 
individuals on what the report says are "trumped up" charges. Bahaism, which 
grew out of Shiite Islam, was founded in Persia in the 19th century and espouses 
the concept of the basic harmony of all religions and maintains equality of 
rights for men and women. 

Lebanon. "Southern Lebanon is a terrible example of the capacity of those we 
have loved to commit illegal acts . I hope those who want to love justice will 
plead with Israel to stop bombing southern Lebanon," former U.S . Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark told members of the United Methodist International Affairs Panel 
recently. "Since April Israel has not claimed to be doing retaliation. They are 
engaged in pre-emptive strikes, a euphemism from the Vietnam War. Israelis have 
justified their action by saying, 'If we retaliated there would be no objection; 
why should we wait until our people are killed? ' The implication is genocidal," 
Mr. Clark continued. "This is playing God with people's lives. 11 Mr. Clark, whose 
trip in August to the Middle East was paid for by the Women's Division urged 
United Methodists to examine the moral implications of retaliatory violence. 

Deaths. Tom Burris, a Black Community Developer for BOGM's National Division, 
died of a heart attack in Cincinnati on October 1. He was 48 . ... Kathryn 
Newcomb, a deaconess who was special projects coordinator at Scarritt College and 
was scheduled to retire in January after 30 years' service, died suddenly on 
September 15. For many years she had been Registrar and Alumnae Secretary at 
National College in Kansas City . 



Personalia . Dr . Char les Rennick, pediatrician at Newark United Methodist Hospital 
in El Paso, Texas, was honored in June for 46 years of service at the hospital .... 
The Rev . Arleon !:_. Kelley , a UM minister who has served urban and rural pastorates 
in Rhode Island and Indiana, has been elected assistant general secretary for 
operations of the National Council of Churches .. .. Merlyn !!_. Northfelt has announced 
hi s ret i rement as president of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary at the end 
of the year . He has been president since 1970 .. . . Professor .!_i Sook Chung, a former 
Crusade Scho l ar, is the new president of Korea's Ewha Womans University, said to be 
the l argest women's university in the world .... Walter ~· Spengler, a supermarket 
executive and member of Grace United Methodist Church in Wyckoff, N.J., has been 
named associate chairman for the 39th annual interfaith National Bible Week, Novem
ber 18-25 (see editorials) ... . Robert !i_. Galloway, a certified public accountant and 
United Methodist layman, has been elected assistant general secretary for finance 
and assistant treasurer for the National Council of Churches. He will also direct 
fund-raising efforts. 

Haitians. United Methodists are represented among 17 religious, legal and human 
rights organizations launching a national campaign under National Council of Churches 
leadership to convince President Carter to admit 8,000 Haitian refugees who have 
landed on American shores since 1972 and sought political asylum. The Immigration 
and Naturalization Service has granted political asylum to fewer than 100 of the 
8,000 sending many back to Haiti on the grounds that they are economic, not 
political, refugees. 

Priests. Fr. Raymond S. Brown, a Roman Catholic priest and renowned Scripture 
scholar who teaches at New York's Union Theological Seminary, told several hundred 
priests and bishops meeting in Baltimore recently that Mary, the mother of Christ, 
was the "greatest of priests" because the word "priesthood" in the first two 
centuries of Christianity referred to the "priesthood of all believers," including 
women. The notion of Mary as priest has a strong biblical foundation because every 
Christian is a priest and "she is first among Christians," he said. "She stands 
above the apostles, the saints, the theologians, the popes, because she heard the 
word of God and kept it," said Fr. Brown. He explained that the priesthood, as 
it is known today, has its basis in the Old Testament, not the New, and encom
passes those set aside to sacrifice in the name of the people. It was several 
hundred years after the time of Christ, he said, that the term "priest" was 
applied to the ordained priesthood. His remarks seemed to imply that the exclusion 
of women from the priesthood of the Eucharist in Catholicism could be opened to change, 
rooted as it is, in his view, in the cultural heritage of a patriarchal age and not 
in any direct mandate from Christ. 

Puerto Rico. The Episcopal Church in Puerto Rico has broken its ties with the 
mother church on the mainland after a 20-year campaign for autonomy. "It's time 
we became a sister church instead of a daughter church," said Bishop Francisco Reus 
Froyland, spiritual head of about 10,000 Episcopalian communicants on the island. 
"We have been an overseas branch of the church for too long -- just another Sears 
store." However, the church in the U.S. will still fund the Puerto Rican church for 
the next ten years and, according to the bishop, "they'll still look at the books." 
The United Methodist Puerto Rican annual conference, whose bishop is James M. Ault 
of the Philadelphia Area, will ask the 1980 General Conference to give it an 
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autonomous affiliated relationship. The conference is 
the membership of the Episcopal Church in Puerto Rico. 
the Puerto Ricans want more freedom to develop a style 
their own culture and language. 

about the same size as 
Like the Episcopalians, 

of ministry unique to 

Death Penalty. Amnesty International, the Nobel-prize winning organization that 
champions the cause of "prisoners of conscience", has released a report on the 
death pehalty around the world, as part of its worldwide campaign for the "imme
diate and total" abolition of capital punishment. The 206-page country-by
country survey of 134 nations, covers the years 1973 to 1976, while taking 
account of the major trends in the use of capital punishment up to the end of 
1977. AI calculates that at least 7,600 persons are known to have been sen
tenced to death throughout the world during the past 10 years; more than 5,000 
have been executed; and over 500,000 have been victims of political murders. 
"At the end of 1977", says the report, "Austria, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Iceland, Portugal, and Sweden were among the 18 countries that had abolished the 
death penalty completely." Some countries, such as Denmark, Italy, the Nether
lands, Norway, and Switzerland, have abolished it durin.g peacetime but have kept 
it for specific offenses committed in time of war. 

Charity? Deposed Central African dictator Jean Bedel Bokassa, who was denied 
political refuge in France, has been granted political asylum in the Ivory Coast, 
on "Christian" principles. Ivory Coast president Felix Houphouet-Boigny an
nounced that Bokassa was being granted asylum as an "act of Christian charity." 
Bokassa has been accused by a five-nation African commission of jurists of per
sonal involvement in the massacre of scores of school children earlier in the 
year. 

Church and Society. The UM Board of Church and Society has sent preposals to 
next year's General Conference urging the passage of laws to protect human rights 
of all persons "without regard to sexual orientation," and asking for the repeal 
of a prohibition on the use of church funds for any homosexual group or the use 
of funds to promote acceptance of homosexuality. It also asked that the Social 
Principles statement that the church considers homosexuality "incompatible with 
Christian teaching" be revised to indicate the issue is still under study. However, 
the voting on these issues at the board's recent meeting was relatively close. In 
other Social Principles areas, the board proposed expanding statements on the 
family, marriage, divorce and single person~. One addition was the statement 
"We reject social attitudes and traditions that condone unequal standards of 
sexual morality for men and women." A proposed statement on health care delivery, 
developed in collaboration with three divisions of BOGM, provoked arguments 
largely against more government involvement and regulation in the field, and 
resulted in a 34-18 approval. It called for access to "a basic benefit package 
of preventive and health care services" for all people, better distribution of 
care services and a broad program of health insurance . However, it did not 
advocate nationally funded health insurance as the board has before. Several 
revisions were made in the policy statement on drug and alcohol concerns, though 
it retained basic recommendations for abstinence from the use of alcohol and 
mariJuana. It called for "elimination of criminal penalties for possession of 
small amounts of marijuana for personal use" but stressed that that does not 
imply approval for use or legalization. 



As i an Exchange. Th ree mi nisters from Asia are itinerating for three months 
among ethnic conmunities in the United States as part of a Mission Interaction 
program sponsored by the World Division of the Board of Global Ministries and 
t he Nat i onal Fede ration of Asian American United Methodists. The three are 
the Rev. Te Hui Chi , pastor from Tainan, Taiwan, and general church manager-to
be; Dr. Ha rold Hong, president emeritus of the Methodist Theological Seminary 
in Seoul, Korea, and the Rev . Katsumi Yamahata, chaplain of Rakuno Agricultural 
Univer sity, Sapporo , Japan. A second mission interaction program - "Model II" -
i s scheduled for next summer. A group of United Methodist Asian American 
Miss i on Interns will spend approximately nine months on assignments in Asia, 
then return for two months of sharing their experiences with local Asian 
American churches and in their annual conferences. 

Poverty. The devastating effect of inflation and energy costs on poor countries 
i s a theme in reports from United Methodist missionaries. "One dollar a gallon 
for gas seems like a lot, until you hear about a man who makes half as much as 
you do paying two dollars a gallon, or the man who makes about $100 per year 
walking everywhere he goes," write David and Alice Jean Parker from Koidu, 
Sierra Leone. The Parkers write that hungry people often come to their door 
see king food . . .. In India gasoline is well over $2 a gallon and cooking fuel is 
scarce and expensive, write Robert and Martha Marble, missionaries in Delhi. To 
ease the energy crunch, UMCOR is helping establish small gobar gas plants which 
ma ke cooking gas from cow dung and other village waste materials. Rising costs 
are also imperiling many of the churc h' s 70 hostels in India, the Marbles write. 
The hostels provide nourishment for many poor children in a country where 40 
percent of the children live below subsistence levels, they note. 

Zaire. The Church in Zaire demonstrates impressive growth and vitality, ac
cording to missionaries Terry and Ward Williams . "Despite t wo invasions in two 
years, resulting in immense suffering and human and material losses to the 
Methodist Church and the population as a whole, a good recovery has taken place 
in Southern Zaire," they report from Lubumbashi. "In neighboring North Shaba, 
the membership has doubled in six years." Pioneer evangelism is having "spec
tacular" results, membership giving is increasing "radically" and new chapels, 
schools, and clin i cs are being built under African clergy and lay leadership, 
they write . 

El Sa l vador . Protestaht church leaders in El Salvador are convinced their 
coun try coul d erupt in civil war at any time, reported the Rev. Frank P. Smith, 
executive secretary and hunger coordinator for the United Methodist Committee 
on Re l ief, after a recent visit to that cen t ral American country. The churches 
are seeking guidance in dealing with social issues, he said . A highlight of 
Mr. Sm i th's visit to El Salvador was a meeting wi th Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Osca r Romero (see article in October NWO), who has been nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize and i s scheduled to address the National Council of Ch.Jrches' 
Governing Board i n November . The archbishop told Mr. Smith, "There are two 
primary causes of death in El Salvador today: diarrhea and assassination . " 
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1 

EDITORIALSC!J 
GOD'S WORD TO US 

Sometimes there seems to be so much 
emphasis on activity and programs in 
the church 's life that we fail to take the 
proper time to read and inwardly digest 
the Bible and to ponder its truths for our 
lives. We may need to reverse Jesus' 
reminder to us and become " hearers of 
the word, and not doers only. " This 
month's National Bible Sunday on 
November 18 is an opportunity to 
restore this sometimes lost emphasis in 
our lives and to recall that without 
steady personal involvement with 
Scripture all our frenetic activity and 
even good works will be superficial at 
best. 

This is also a good time to take note of 
the extraordinary work of the American 
Bible Society which for more than 160 
years has played a leading role in 
making the Word of God available to 
millions of people in this country and 
around the world . In recent years the 
Society's Good News Bible, with its 
unusual stick drawings, has become 
one of the most popular Bibles of all 
time, especially among young people. 
Some observers think it is now the most 
popular Bible among Roman Catholics, 
where Bible reading has grown enor
mously in recent years. A recent edition 
of the Good News Bible containing the 
Apocrypha carries an imprimatur by the 
Archbishop of Connecticut. These are 
events undreamed of only a short while 
ago. 

In his book on the American Bible 
Society published two years ago by the 
William Carey Library and called The 
Word Carrying Giant, Dr. Creighton 
Lacy points out that for a long time the 
ABS resisted the idea of publishing 
scripture portions instead of complete 
Bibles, except in unusual situations 
such as arallle Bibles for the blind. But 
now the ABS is firmly committed to 
scripture portions, especially for new 
adult readers . Last year 60 million new 
reader scriptures were distributed in 
Third World countries, and many of 
these were simply four page leaflets. 
The government of Brazil is one of 
several governments using these scrip
ture portions in its work with the more 
than two million adults in their reading 
program. 

Recently the director of the Bible 
Sot: iety of India, Dr. A. E. lnbanathan, 
said that whereas the Bible societies 
used to put out scriptures that could be 
read by no more than 10 percent of the 
people, now up to 50 percent of the 
population can read scripture portions 
in the simpler and graded texts . This 
year the American Bible Society has 
supplied about 45% of the needs of the 
Indian Bible Societies , and this 
amounted to almost 100 million Bibles 
and scripture portions. 

The American Bible Society is also 
responding to requests from China for 
Bibles. Since American recognition of 
the People's Republic the number of 
letters following Bible reading broad
casts has jumped to tens of thousands a 
year. Not all are in response to the ABS 
broadcasts, which simply read Scripture 
over the air without commentary, but 
many of them are. The Society empha
sizes that it isn't trying to "smuggle" 
Bibles into China, but many visitors to 
China have found that a few Bibles can 
be brought in and they are welcome 
gifts. 

In a special message for this year's 
National Bible Week observance 
(which we must not forget is sponsored 
by lay people), President Carter says 
that " Access to the scriptures and 
familiarity with their teachings is an 
important adjunct" to religious freedom 
in America . The American Bible So
ciety, which has long been supported 
by the Board of Global Ministries and by 
countless United Methodists , has 
played an indispensable role in making 
the scriptures more accessible to mil
lions here and throughout the world . 

As Dr. Lacy has written : "The Bible 
itself ... is a very private treasure . For 
many, Protestants especially, cut off 
from the ministry of church or pastor or 
missionary teacher, it has been the only 
intermediary to God: for the pioneer 
woman on the American frontier, for the 
lonely schoolboy in an Indian village, 
for the sailor at sea or the prisoner in jai I, 
for the colporteur rebuffed in a Muslim 
town, for a widow old and blind, for a 
Chinese pastor tormented by the Red 
Guard ." 

THE POPE'S VISIT 
Now that the spectacle has faded , the 

cameras shut off, and the debris c leaned 
up, what can we say about the Pope's 
vi sit to the United Nations, to the Un ited 
States and to Ireland? 

First, of course, we must express 
affection for the extraordinary personal 
ity and charm of the man . We all have 
our personal favorite memories of the 
electrifying chemistry between this man 
and great crowds of people. It is a sad 
fact that our commercial and med ia
dominated society turns this kind of 
genuine love and affection into situa
tions similar to rock and movie stars 
with their fans but in this case the love 
and affection was in response to 
something sincere. 

Some of the content of the trip's many 
speeches was certainly proof that the 
charm was matched by intellectual 
depth and profound spirituality. The 
speech to the United Nations is one that 
will endure as an important summation 
of Christian thought about the world 
order, the homily at Yankee Stadium 
was a powerful sermon on the Chris
tian's obligation to the poor, and the 
passionate appeal in Ireland for an end 
to violenc~although predictably re
jected by the I. R.A.-strips away any 
claim that acts of terrorism are reli
giously sanctioned. 

We wish that was all we had to say 
about the visit but John Paul II is like the 
" little girl with a curl in the middle of her 
forehead" in the old rhym~when he 
was good, he was very, very good and 
when he was bad, he was horrid . In his 
statements on women, on the priest
hood, on the role of theologians, on 
human sexua lity, and even on ecumen
ism, the Pope displayed an approach 
which must be described as pre-Vatican 
II. It is no accident that a Gallup Poll 
released at the time of his visit showed 
that most U.S. Roman Catholics dis
agree with their leader on many of these 
issues. Not that popularity is the criteri
on ; it is simply that the traditional 
teachings on these matters do not 
correspond with the lives that they try 
earnestly to live as good Christians. A 
call to obedience and discipline w il l not 
serve to paper over convictions th is 
profound. 

It pains us to say these things but an 
essential truth of ecumenism is that 
what affects one part of the Body of 
Christ affects us all. 

In that spirit, we rejoice w ith our 
Catholic brothers and sisters in the Pope 
and we look forward expectantly to 
continuing struggles and happinesses in 
the days and years ahead . 



A MORE 
AFRICAN 

THEOLOGY 
Kwesi A. Dickson 

In the last two decades more than at 
any time in its history, the Church in 
Africa has been the focus of attention 
in the world Church . The historic 
Churches which came into being with 
the arrival of missionaries from the 
West on the shores of Africa have 
largely become independent, with 
African leadership, even though for
eign personnel still play a part, to 
varying degrees, in certain of these 
Churches. Moreover, there has been a 

great increase in the number of 
Churches founded by African Chris
tians; the latter Churches, often re
ferred to as Independent Churches (for 
want of a better description), have 
become a fact of life in many African 
cities, towns and villages and have 
contributed to the new look which the 
Church in Africa is beginning to 
assume. 

Missionary methods in the past 
ensured that the Churches founded in 
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Africa were as closely as possible 
patterned after the missionaries' home 
Churches in liturgy, clerical training 
and attire, church architecture, etc . 
Moreover, the conjunction of the 
colonial situation and missions origi
nating in those colonizing countries 
meant that Christianity was often 
experienced as part of "superior" 
Europeanism; indeed, the mission
aries themselves were often unable to 
distinguish between the Gospel and 
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the western ways of life in which the 
Gospel was wrapped . 

To be sure there were some mis
sionaries who in the last century 
decried that missionary method that 
interposed European culture between 
the Gospel and the African ; by and 
large, however, cautionary statements 
went unheeded, and the Churches 
founded were, and largely remain , 
dominated by a European ethos. 
Given the level of anthropological 
knowledge at the time, missionaries 
considered it essential that African 
traditional religion , which was seen as 
the work of the devil , should give way 
before Christianity; there was no 
understanding that the Spirit had been 
with Africans wel I before the European 
missionaries arrived . 

That earlier missionary methods 
were often based upon a theological 
misunderstanding is recognised today. 
Two elements, as relating to what has 
been said above, may be mentioned. It 
was wrong, to begin with, that the 
Christian faith was seen in some 
European circles as inseparable from 
Western culture . This equation of 
Christianity and Western culture was a 
consequence of the viewing of Chris
tianity simply as a sociological reality : 
the Gospel had come to assume a 
certain expression in Europe, having 
acquired certain characteristics of a 
Western nature. The exportation, 
then, of a Westernised Christianity was 
the result of the failure to go beyond 
the sociological fact of Christianity to 
an acknowledgement of the timeless 
fact of the Spirit. 

Secondly, the God preached by the 
missionaries, the Father as Christ has 
made us to understand he is, must 
surely be involved in the traditions of 
all peoples. In view of this, should not 
African religion be seen as enshrining 
something of the encounter between 
God and man? It was because God was 
distinguished strictly from the religios
ity of Africans that missionary preach
ing tended to present God as so 
transcendent as to have nothing to do 
with the African's life-style, an ap
proach which led to the appropriation 
of Christianity at a level which set it 
apart from the ordinary concerns of 
life. 

Hence, though the Church in Africa 
has many millions of members and 
forecasts of further growth are being 
made, there are many African Chris
tians who question the shape which 
the Church has assumed in Africa, . 
having in mind the need to remove 

obstacles in the way of the unfolding of 
the great riches of the Gospel. 

A Need for Realism 

Awareness of the need to give the 
Church greater realism in Africa began 
to take shape when voices were heard 
advocating that various aspects of 
African culture be worked into the 
Church 's life. African music is one of 
those cultural items which were cited , 
in t:iose early days of the questioning 
of the Westernness of the Church in 
Africa, as a means of expressing the 
African spirit. As a matter of fact, in 
some of the historic Churches African 
music has played a role in the Church 's 
life for over a century . 

The Methodist Church in Ghana is 
one such Church, though it is curious 
that this Church, to this day, has not 
worked this music formally into its 
system ; the Church's official Hymn 
Book gives scant acknowledgement to 
African music, the great majority of the 
hymns used in worship being transla
tions from the British Methodist Hymn 
Book. It is a fact that African music is 
sung with great feeling in the Church, a 
fact of which advantage has been 
taken by some African musicians, 
especially those in the Catholic 
Church from whom have come a fair 
number of creations, such as the Missa 
Dagarti (Ghana) and Missa Bemba 
(Zambia) . Indeed, as a cultural item 
music has achieved increasing visibili
ty in the Church, and its use has helped 
to give some realism to the Church's 
life. It must be observed in this 
connection that the Independent 
Churches have achieved more than 
the historic Churches whose music is 
still preponderantly European . 

It is being increasingly recognised , 
however, that the employment of 
African music and other cultural items, 
important though this may be, is not 

The report of the 
Africa Task Force 
of the Board of 
Global Ministries 
spotlighted a number 
of issues. This is 
the first in a series 
of articles dealing 
with some of 
those issues. 

Methodist seminary students at 
Mulungwishi, Zaire. 



sufficient; to limit the quest for authen
ticity in this way is to put a cultural 
sheen on the Church without affecting 
its thought structures which were 
shaped in another context. It is a 
measure of the effectiveness of this 
way of approaching the problem that 
despite the fact that external , cultural 
embellishments have been made for 
quite some time the Church in Africa 
has seldom addressed itself to social 
issues as an expression of Christ's 
concern for man in the totality of his 
circumstances. 

Thus it was only about a year ago, 
despite two decades of socio-political 
abuses, that the Christian Churches in 
Ghana took a public stand that was 
critical of the ru I ing government. What 
is even more significant, there was no 
ground swell of support-open or 
otherwise, for that matter-for the 
stand which the leadership of the 
Churches had taken; the Church mem
bership has not been brought up to see 
the Christian faith in relation to life's 
situations. 

One of the terrible facts of I ife in 
Africa today is the racial situation in 
southern Africa. When some members 
of society are doomed to an inferior 
existence under the guise of Bantu
stans the Church should point out that 
this is a clear demonstration of a lack of 
awareness of the African's humanity 
before God. Of course, racism is not 
the only socio-political problem in 
Africa . As already indicated, indepen-

dent African countries have often had 
to contend with dictatorial rule and 
mismanagement, especially at the 
hands of military rulers. On this the 
Church has had very little to say 
because it has generally kept to that 
distinction between faith and life. 

Role of Independent Churches 

The Independent Churches have 
played a useful role in this quest for 
authenticity and relevant theological 
orientation. Various aspects of their 
life-style constitute an important di
mension of this quest. To begin with, 
they take the African world-view 
seriously, recognising that their mem
bers must encounter Christ as authen
tic personalities. This implies that the 
Christian faith is not to be separated 
from the practicalities of life; hence 
faith healing which is such a promi
nent feature of the I ife of these 
Churches. 

There is also spontaneity in worship, 
and a greater awareness of the working 
of the Spirit. This is not to suggest that 
the Independent Churches have found 
answers to all the problems that 
Christianity's Western origin (with 
reference to the background of those 
who brought the Gospel to Africa in 
the era of missions) poses the Church in 
Africa, but at least certain aspects of 
their life and work seem to be worth 
giving serious attention to in the 
Church's attempt to speak in authentic 
tones in Africa. 

In recent years there has been a great 
deal of talk of African theology, an 
expression which has sometimes been 
the source of some misunderstanding 
since it has been taken by some to 
mean the articulation of African tradi
tional religious beliefs . What this 
expression is meant to signify is the 
articulation of the Christian faith in 
such a way as to relate it to the I ife and 
thought of Africans. The coming into 
currency of the expression is not meant 
to suggest that to its protagonists no 
theologizing had been done in the 
Church before . However, whatever 
theologizing was done in song, prayer, 
preaching, etc. was basically informal 
and unarticulated . 

Now what is being called for by the 
expression African theology is the 
articulation of the Christian faith, 
taking into account the life circum
stances of the African. As already 
indicated, South Africa has a racial 
situation which raises basic questions 
of Christianity's relevance. Not sur
prisingly some black South African 
Christians consider it imperative that 
the Church should address itself to this 
situation in such a way as to re-affirm 
God's concern for man. Black theolo
gy, as it comes from some of its African 
proponents, is an attempt to do 
this-to relate the Christian faith to a 
situation which the Church cannot 
condone because it belies the Gospel's 
concern for the downtrodden and the 
disadvantaged. 
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to a , theological educa
a" ould ha e to be looked 

at again. II too often eminary 
tra1nin 1 patterned after the training 
obta1nin in European countrie , with 
th r ult that the product of frican 

minarie relate omewhat inade
quat I to their frican urrounding . 

The Centralit of Chri t 

What all th1 amount to 1 that 
fr1can theologian are eeking to 

affirm th centrality of Chri t and 
God al\atlon through him, but the 

· to do thi in a" a that make the 
effort r pre ent genuine frican re-
11 t1on Thi doe not mean etting 
a id th great Chri tian tradition. 

irican theologizing in fact eek to 
r inforce th1 Chri tian trad1t1on ina -

much as it has the aim of articulating 
Chri t's concern for humanity in such a 
wa a to give recognition to the fact 
that theology and faith cannot be 
eparated . The writer of the ew 

Te lament book looked at the experi
ence of alvation in Christ in a 
di tinctive way, and by o doing our 
under tanding of thi great fact has 
been heightened. Similarly, theolo
gizing in the African context aims at 
articulating thi fact, and it is in the 
interests of the Christian world that this 
should be done. • 

Kwe 1 A. Dickson i profe or in the 
Department for the Study of Religions at 
the Un1ver II} of Ghana, tn Accra, Ghana . 
La t 1ear he wa Henry W. Luce v1s1ting 
professor of World Chrt 1tan1ty at Union 
Theological Seminar}' , \iew York. 

The richness of African culture is 
shown in this gathering of chiefs in 
Ghana (opposite page) and this 
woodcarving of a mother and child 
(above). 
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SIN CITY 
of the 

ARCTIC 
John J. Shaffer 

W riting an article that outlines the 
negative points of your home town is a 
dangerous thing. There will be those 
who will interpret this as suggesting 
that the writer does not like ome, 
when , in fact, the opposite is true . 

ome is a great place to live, in spite of 
the negative influences at work here. 

The economy of the town is built 
upon liquor. Studies have hown that 
20 percent of the economy is based 
upon the flow of alcoholic bever
ages--this repre ents a lot of use and 
abu e! As a result, 25 percent (90 out 
of 360) of the adults in our parish have 
been badly damaged . In a town of 
2850 persons, the indu try provide 
jobs for over 100 per on . Th is type of 
fam ily income and the local contribu
tion to taxes resulted in the defeat of a 
loca l option election in 1978 by a vote 
of 692 to 295 . 

As a result of forcing this specific 
issue into public view, there has been 
a great increa e in public hostility to 
organized religion. This is evidenced 
in 1979 by an attempt by city officials 
to tax church propert , ignoring state 
statutes in the process. 

During the height of the booze battle 
in 1978, floats in the summer parades 
tried to ridicule the witne of the 
church on the i sue. Under the banner 
of " Save Goldru h ome," the histor
ic drinking pattern of ome were 
glorified . One float, in the 4th of Jul 
parade, depicted the de ire of the 
" Concerned Longtime Re ident " to 
boil the local mi ionarie in oil or 
booze, in puni hment for their audaci 
ty in challenging the local culture . The 
" concerned longtime re id nt " ne er 
ate mi ionari s, but ther i a record 
of ignoring them , plu tanding b 
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This drunken woman lying in the snow is a 
vivid example of ale 

while the local culture destro ed a lot 
of life : through uicide, accidental 
death through expo ure and hooting, 
and car accidents. 

While the liquor option brought th1 
ho tility into the open, it certain I wa 
not a new phenomenon in the life of 

ome. Local tour leader , a th 
e cart 10,000 touri t through ome 
each ear, enjo joking that om ha 
10 bar and 10 churche . Thi mbol
ize the di i ion that ha e 1 ted for 
e era I ear : drink or go to hurch! In 

1901 , 1t wa far different-57 liquor 
licen e and 3 churche . 

Alcohol abu e ha been a part of th 
life tyle of ome ince th old ru h 
In tho e arl da ther " a al o a 
period of time of !awl n and 
crook d official . R B a h 1mmor-
tal iz d tho e da in a nov I, " Th 
poller ." The good gu final! 
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brought the crooked judge and his 
cohorts to justice. In real life, it took a 
detachment of troops to come to 
Nome to stop the cla im jumping and 
grudge fights that characterized the 
town in those days. 

There are those who wish to lay 
symbolic claim to those early days in 
modern day Nome. In early 1978, the 
president of the Chamber of Com
merce suggested that the image of 
Wyatt Earp was good for Nome. A 
loca l newspaper editor has extolled 
the vi rtues of legalized prostitution and 
legalized gambling. He takes the side 
of the bar owners, in most cases . 

When Barbara (my wife) and I came 
to Nome in 1974, we di scovered that 
both the Lions' Club and the Rotary 
Club were financing their charity work 
with illegal gambling. These contin
ued for two years openly . After being 
forced to close, one Monte Carlo Night 
was held secretly and it may continue . 
As one " detractor" or "fan" suggest
ed : " The conscience of Nome slipped 
up on that one. " After lots of discus
sion, the Rotary Club voted 12 to 
6-" not to sponsor an i I legal activity. " 
It took every vote to overrule the 
decision of the Board of Directors, 
which had decided to proceed . The 
President let us know that it took a 
two-thirds vote to overrule the Board 

of Directors, after I had filed my 
complaint. 

Damaging Nome's Way of Life 

The editor of the loca l newspaper, the 
Nome N ugget, had these comments to 
make on the issue in an ed itorial dated 
11 /12/74 : 

" Gambling of this sort, backed by 
reputable people, has been winked at 
down through the years and we have 
heard no complaints unt i l 
now ... One indi vid ual has sue-

"Alcohol abuse has 
been a part 

of the lite style 
of Nome since 
the gold rush ." 

ceeded in bringing down what was 
once a prime social event of the season 
and a prime source of funds to aid 
education. We think this to be grossly 
unfair and in fact damaging to Nome's 
way of life .. . It has clipped away 
another bit of atmosphere of Nome, 
just as did the taking of the board 

sidewalks, dance hall girli; and houses 
of ill repute ... Thi s indeed is a sad 
day." 

The Bering Sea Lions' Club started 
me off on the wrong foot when we 
arrived in Nome, as I made my first 
inquiry to the State Capital of Juneau 
(1,000 miles away) about the legality 
of Monte Carlo, as practiced in Nome. 
Immediately a state offic ial called Lion 
friends in Nome. On the agenda of the 
next Lions' meeting was this question : 
" Who is John Shaffer?" or words to 
that effect. One Lion was dispatched to 
interview me, as his wife was a 
member of the United Methodist 
Church . Soon it was Lions 33, Shaffer 
O! There was the usual pressure to 
wink at the activity, plus a small dose 
of ridicule . The stage was set for 
greater things . 

Just to keep the sore rubbed raw, 
other " good works" of the Lions' Club 
were visible th roughout the year: 
Easter Egg Hunts were traditionally 
held at 10:00 a.m . on Easter morning. 
After a quiet protest by the Ministerial 
Association, they are now held at 1 :00 
p.m. Trycompetingwithmoney prizes 
in your Sunday school , even on Easter! 
The Midnight Sun Festival Raft Race on 
the Nome River is a big celebration, 
but one negative feature of the race is 

The Board of Trade "saloon." 



The president of 
the Chamber of Commerce 

(right) in Wyatt Earp 
costume for the 

Midnight Sun festival. 
The author (below) 

working oh the 
alternative newspaper 

he helped establish. 

empty beer cans which precede each 
home-made raft down the ri ver. A 
unique form of pollution . Again , 
criticism has motivated the Lions to 
clean up after the race, but no one can 
retrieve those cans that have sunk into 
the sands. 

Enough is Enough 

Protest was not new to Nome when 
the Shaffers arrived. An earlier brave 
soul had succeeded (by less than 5 
votes) in closing the bars at 2 a.m ., 
instead of 5 a.m ., Monday-Friday. 
That resulted in threats to herself and 
her property. Part of our motive in 
trying to close the bars completely 
came when city officials opened the 
bars until 5 a.m. for the week of 
lditarod Dog Sled Racing in March, 
ign oring heavy public testimony 
against their action . Perhaps you can 
have some feel for the apprehension 
which existed when we filed the 
names of 300 citizens who said, by 
their signatures on a local option 
petition , enough is enough! 

True to form, the City Clerk had a 
copy of every name that had signed the 
petition into the hands of the president 
of the Nome Bar Owners within 10 

minutes' time. Very cooperative, to 
say the least, after refusing to discuss 
procedure, on the advice of the city 
attorney. 

What does one do in such a city? 
The choice is clear: "Go along and get 
along or stand up and be couhted! " 

There have been several things 
possible in such a situation . One of our 
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first actions was to help es ta bl ish a 
second newspaper that wou 1.d be open 
to the pub I ic for articles on both sides 
of local issues . When the histori c 
newspaper does get itself involved in 
irresponsible journalism, this provides 
an outlet for another point of view. 

In 1977, Barbararanforaseatonthe 
City Council and won, gaining more 
votes than any other candidate with 
opposition . This put to rest the political 
opinion of some partisan leaders that 
she was extremely unpopular in our 
city . That opinion was based on the 
fact that some loud voices had been 
very critical of her. 

We continue to serve the Lord in 
Nome, with strong support from those 
who come to worship services regu
larly, and with large opportunities of 
service to those who have been 
crushed in the cultural turmoil evident 
in Northwest Alaska . 

With the help of a total of 10 
volunteer youth workers since 1976, 
we have been able to develop a strong 
children and youth ministry in the 
parish-reaching 45 regularly. There 
is hope for the future. 

While there is no specific evidence 
for change in the lives of individuals in 
our parish , there is much evidence of 
change in the structures of our com
munity. For this we rejoice! 

Governor Jay Hammond vetoed 
legislation that would have opened the 
lditarod Dog Sled Race to wide open 
gambling and added another burden 
to the poor of our area. 

There is a new liquor ordinance for 
the City of Nome and bars open at 10 
a.m., instead of 8 a.m. The school 
district has purchased $5,000 of cur
riculum materials to aid in teaching 
decision-making to children in the 
area of drug and alcohol abuse. The 
Health Corporation has finally placed 
alcohol abuse as the number 3 priority 
for its focus, spending up to $45 ,000 in 
grant money to collect statistics and 
make recommendations for future 
action . 

In the past, the community denied 
that there were serious alcohol prob
lems in Nome. That myth has been 
destroyed . Now the planners are 
calling for the development of a feeling 
of community responsibility and re
sponse for dealing with the alcohol 
problem . Our work is cutout for us. • 

Mr. Shaffer is a United Methodist home 
miss ionary w ho pastors the Community 
UM C in Nome. 
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Quest 
for a 
Better 
Tomato 
T. Brooks Shepard 

The view of Newburgh, New York, 
from across the Hudson River, sug
gests that of a small country town, 
calm and pastoral. The river, as a 
universal motif for timelessness, im
poses a feeling of superficial serenity, 
but all is not serene in Newburgh . 

Inside the city there is a different 
view. All the problems supposedly 
limited to large urban areas stand out 
sharply against this small town back
ground. People, black and Hispanic, 
stand and sit idly amidst ramshackle 
housing just as in New York City, St. 
Louis, Chicago or Detroit. 

Seaponic Farming 

There is one small , almost unno
ticed , but remarkable difference : 
Newburgh has First United Methodist 
Church pastored by the Rev. Richard J. 

Rice . First United has the Seaponic 
Farming Project. 

" Seaponic" farming is the art of 
gowing vegetables in gravel and sea 
water that is said to provide higher 
yields and more nutrition . (See " Har
nessing the Oceans to End Hunger," 
May 1979 New World Outlook) Pat
ented in 1966, by Dr. Manard Murray, 
the technique uses long, narrow plant 
beds filled with sand and gravel. These 
are flooded and drained twice daily 
with a combination of fresh fertilizer 
and sea water. Each plant is trellised to 
hold its weight. 

Murray based his concept on the 
belief that for a number of reasons, 
much of the world's soil has become 
depleted of nutrients. Run-off from 
land surfaces has made the sea the 
natural recipient of these vitally need-

ed essentials . The "seaponic" process 
returns these minerals to vegetables 
without soil as a medium. 

" I read this I ittle blurb that men
tioned 'seaponic' farming, and I'm · 
always interested in farming," said 
Barbara LaMarr, the enthusiastic, ar
ticulate community developer at First 
United. " It said something about 
higher yields and more nutritious 
vegetables, and I really got sold ." 

Mrs. LaMarr took a trip to the 
Seaponic Training Center which is 
located at Ft. Myers, Florida, run by 
The Educational Concerns and Health 
Organization (ECHO) and supported 
by United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. Her enthusiasm for the project 
grewwhen Dr. Murray, aconsultantto 
the center, suggested the possibility of 
indoor sites for "seaponic" farming. 



He mentioned abandoned buildings 
or anywhere artificial light could be 
used and nutrients fed to the plants. 

Barbara came back and was able to 
arrange for a worker under the Com
prehensive Employment Training Act 
to be sent to Ft. Myers on a grant from 
the National Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries. Barbara herself re
ceives part of her support from the 
church's annual Human Relations 
Day offering administered by the 
National Division . 

" In the meantime I worked on the 
city for some abandoned greenhouses 
they had standing dormant," she said . 
Barbara's voice still rings with amaze
ment when she discusses the project. 
"It was unbelievable to me that they 
were growing vegetab les with sea
water and they tasted really delicious. I 
tried celery and tomatoes, and they 
were experimenting with some kind of 
green peas. I also tried those and they 
were good." 

According to Dr. Murray's book, 
"Sea Agriculture," these plants are 
more disease free than land grown 
plants because they're produced in a 
contro lled environment. 

City Hall donated the greenhouses 
to the program at the beginning of this 
year-after first proposing a rent of 
$500 a month with no heat. 

In February, LaMarr's crew of five 
CETA workers, including two ex
offenders and one woman, began 
work on the city' s dilapidated shells. 
They took out existing beds that stood 
on legs and replaced them with 
"seaponic" ones set on the floor . The 
plumbing had to be changed so the 
new beds cou Id be flooded and 
drained . 

The staff , though totally inex
per ienced in plumbing, carpentry, 
masonry and related skil ls, was able to 
complete the job during winter's three 

coldest months in greenhouses that 
were virtually unheated. 

After restoring the houses to the 
minimum standards necessary (many 
of the countless panes of glass are still 
missing), the staff then grew over 
10,000 plants from seed to establish 
this year's community gardens pro
gram for Newburgh residents . 

Though exceedingly proud of her 
group's accomplishments , LaMarr 
does not let the technical achievement 
obscure the real reason for the pro
gram's existence : to make low cost, 
nutritious vegetables avai I able to low
income families year round at prices 
considerably cheaper than those in 
stores. 

" If you happened to notice, "Bar
bara stated , " in the city of Newburgh 
there is not one supermarket in the east 
end of the city." That section of the city 
is poor black, white and Hispanic. 
Residents pay higher prices in corner 
grocery stores for food that is not 
necessarily fresh . 

Also, First United has stepped in to 
help in a problem of growing national 
proportions that has failed to attract 
attention-temporary starvation due 
to escalating energy costs . 

Temporary Starvation and Energy 
Costs 

Mrs. LaMarr noted, " Community 
gardens started because people were 
coming to the church in the wintertime 
because they didn't have any food. 
They had used their food budget to 
provide heat. " Need cuts across all 
barriers. The elderly, low-income, 
young, white, black and Puerto Rican 
people without food al I go to one of the 
churches in the area. 

" Because First United is located in 
the black community next to the city 
social services building," she contin
ued , " we get a very high influx of 
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people who are at the end of their 
rope." 

Recognizing firsthand this critical 
need, the program was developed so 
that people would grow, can and/or 
freeze their crop for what assuredly 
will be hard times for this and future 
winters. 

" There is no employment base in 
the city of Newburgh," Barbara de
clared. " The people are unskilled 
laborers with nothing to do, and as a 
result are on the welfare rolls and lead 
a very meager existence." Trapped in 
that vicious circle of escalating costs 
and fixed income, poor people use 
their food budgets to cover additional 
expenses. 

" If something comes up, the first 
thing they slice off is the food budget 
which is why we thought one of the 
critical needs in the city was some way 
to feed some of the people coming to 
our door. Also, community gardens 
would give them something from 
beginning to end they could take pride 
in ," she said. 

Pride is the glue that holds the 
project together. Among its unique 
qualities is the fact that staff members, 
including LaMarr, are all descendants 
of Southern Afro-American farmers. 
They unanimously stressed the out-of
doors as an integral benefit of the 
challenge. 

None of them had imagined they 
would, one day, become urban farm 
workers . All of them feel that their 
involvement in the " seaponic" ad
venture has been a positive aid in their 
personal growth and development. 

Robert Culbreth is the 39-year-old 
on-site " honcho" of the greenhouse 
farming project. He also supervises the 
six soil-based community gardens. 

Born in Roseboro, North Carolina, 
Culbreth's family moved to Newburgh 
in 1943 . As a young man he spent 
eight years in a pocketbook factory, 
then worked as a foundryman for 
seven years. 

An Ex-Offender's Green Thumb 

In 1966, the same year the " sea
ponic" process was patented, Robert 
Culbreth was sentenced to 70 years for 
armed robbery. He served eleven 
years, during which he witnessed the 
riots at Attica Prison, and was paroled 
in 1977. Culbreth attended college for 
awhile, but dropped out to engage in 
urban agriculture. 

Culbreth , whose first crop of cu
cumbers yielded fruit up to two feet 
long, has an expertise that was de-
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veloped in the doing. The Seaponic 
Training Center wasn' t prepared for his 
arr ival in August, '78 but Robert 
decided to follow through on his 
commitment. " When I got there, there 
wasn' t nobody there . They were just 
starting the program . I just didn' t want 
to turn and come back because then 
everything would have been for noth
ing," he said . 

Se ven da ys a week , Culbreth 
worked the Center's 32 beds; each bed 
was 100 feet long. He singlehandedly 
planted double rows of tomatoes in all 
of the beds and lost 26 pounds doing 
so. 

" I planted the tomatoes, I trelli sed 
the tomatoes, I pruned tomatoes, I 
sprayed the tomatoes, I dusted the 
tomatoes and then, when they turned 
ripe, I picked the tomatoes," he 
emphasized. Culbreth said he pruned 
so many tomato plants his fingers 
literally turned green . " I actually had a 
green thumb," he remarked. 

Now, totally immersed in making 
the "seaponic" project work, Culbreth 
expresses sati sfaction about his com
munity involvement: " I think we have 
saved a whole lot of people money, 
plu s, we've gotten people together. 
For a little, small community, we've 

l< Robert Culbreth and 
volunteers pick 
vegetables from the 
community garden 
(opposite page). The 
end product is 
shown off by a 
volunteer (below). 

gotten a whole lot of people together 
who lived in the same community and 
didn' t even know one another. They 
have gotten to know one another by 
coming dow n to the meetings and 
seeing each other in their gardens." 

Many of the people involved in the 
gardens once lived on fa rms. Culbreth 
admits that, at first, they taught the staff 
" more than we taught them." 

The rest of the staff has the same 
positive outlook. Harry Chavers, 27, 
had , seemingly , eve rything go in g 
against him . A former add ict, his right 
arm has been paralyzed since birth . " I 
got busted for grand larceny," he said, 
" and got one and one-half to th ree 
y ear s and I ca n say-t h at pu t 
something in my head. So, when I 
came out I said , wow, there's got to be 
a better way." 

Harry, who is acquiring c lerica l 
skills , and has learned to do some 
typing, expressed optimi sm : " M y 
hopes are that if we can get th is th ing 
off, we can stretch out even bigger." 

Annie Joyce Jackson, 28, lived on 
her grandmother's farm in Sy lvester, 
Georgia, before moving to Newburgh 
in 1965 . " Before, I started worki ng 
here, I was a cashier in a record shop. 
It was bor ing." She is now being 
trained to manage the greenhouses. 

Nate Jackson, 19, (no relation) 
commented thi s way : " You don' t see a 
lot of things happening around here, 
so growing food is good fo r the 
commun ity. Al so, thousands of peo
ple need food . They are starving and 
this could help them out. " 

" I find that growing your own 
vegetables is more important than 
buying them from the store," said 26-
year-old Donnie Will iams. "At fi rst," 
he went on , " I d idn' t think they could 
grow anything with the solut ion . Now 
I think it' s a good idea. Instead of going 
to the grocery store, people can grow 
their own and come o u t mu c h 
cheaper." 

Is Barbara LaMarr getti ng support 
from the Newburgh establi shment? 
" They pat us on the back a lot. The 
onl y thing they've given us so fa r is the 
use of the green houses and they are 
getting most of the benefit because the 
vandali sm has stopped. They are 
getting the greenhouses repaired. We 
are replacing all broken glass . We also 

have to make sure the heating system is 
working properly. If they force us to 
leave after a year of use, they will have 
t he greenhou ses co mp le tel y re 
stored. " 

The whole staff is hoping that with 
the success of the project, they will 
have the use of the greenhouses for a 
few more years . They would like to 
bui ld a solar-operated "seaponic" 
green house made of plastic. 

Meanwhile, Barbara LaMarr and 
her people deal with the day-to-day 
problems of running a program based 
on an idea few peop le have heard of. 
She ta lks of the smal I tractor and other 
fa rm equipment they need . She is 
distressed because the Hispanic com
mun ity lacks a Spanish-speaking per
son to speed the Hispanic community 
response . But, she finds time to reflect. 

" It amazes me when I go in there . I 
saw the greenhouses before they were 
converted . The work was done by 
inexperienced people who believed in · 
what we were do ing, and when we 
have a harvest, I like knowing that I 
had something to do with it. Especially 
when we take vegetables to an old 
fo lks home or a group home in the 
community. They appreciate what we 
are doing. " 

Wi ll the "seaponic" process solve 
the prob lem of world hunger? " I don 't 
know if it wi 11 so lve the problem," said 
Robert Culbreth, " but it wi l I help some 
of the people. They' ll get a better 
tomato, a more nutritious tomato. " • 

Mr. Shepard, a United Methodist from 
Brooklyn, is a free lance writer and 
photographer. 



Come 
to the 

County 
Jail 
Jeri Bidlack 

The sheriff's deputy stepped aside to county sheriff's chief deputy to hear 
let me pass through the last in a series our request to visit his jail . We 
of yellow steel doors and into the cell expected he would reject our propo-
block. sal. But we discovered that visiting is 

"Don' t forget to let me out, " I our right as citizens, and "getting in" is 
reminded him, aware of a slight quiver not difficult to arrange. 
in the pit of my stomach . The chief approved, with caution ; 

"Oh, we're going to put you in a and gave us some specific, basically 
padded cell ," he grinned . simple common sense, rules to protect 

The heavy, five-inch-thick door both the visitors and prisoners . I 
clanged shut behind me and I heard volunteered , hesitantly, to visit the 
the click of the jailer's key in the lock. I female inmates, and it was agreed that 
smiled , grateful for the knowledge that I would use a pseudonym, for my own 
he was joking, and that I was only protection. Simple as that, I was "in ." 
visiting. A date was set for my first visit. I 

Wistful brown eyes looked out from wondered if the rest of the deputies 
the other side of the bars. " Hi .. . "so were as friendly as the chief. 
softly that I could hardly hear her. " I Perhaps the attitudes of the person-
were waitin' for ya '." ne l in our county jail are not typical of 

Perhaps you believe that all jail those elsewhere. I have been treated 
prisoners are vicious creatures, to be courteously at all times . However 
put away and forgotten ; that your life diverse the personalities of prisons in 
could be endangered by close contact. various areas, or how great or varied 
Or that a visit would have no pur- the need for correctional reform the 
pose-a useless display of rheumy- prisoners' need for caring is universal. 
eyed lions pacing in cages . You may And although it is my right to be there, 
feel that the officers in charge would I do not flaunt it. Rather than " pop in" 
rudely resent your presence and treat anytime, I arrive on the same day and 
you as a meddling nuisance. time each week ; and I find the deputies 

When the Commission on Church are always receptive and friendl y. 
and Society at First United Methodist Having to escort me through three sets 
Church in Warren , Ohio, decided to of locked doors takes time, and I 
begin a jail ministry we invited the always try to show my gratitude. 
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My adhering to a schedule also 
helps the prisoners. It shows that I 
care, adds to their sense of security and 
helps allay their apprehension over 
being jailed . 

I readily admit my own apprehen
sion on that first visit, not having any 
idea what to expect. But it was 
immediatel y obvious that the prison
ers did not know what to expect of me 
either . Ignoring the suspicious 
glances, I simply told them the name I 
use and the church I represent, offered 
them some light reading material and 
asked if they would like to talk. One 
inmate thanked me for coming. Spon
taneously, I thanked her for letting me 
come, telling her that I realized she 
cou Id have told me to " get lost," and 
that I was gratefu I she had not. It helps 
to be open. 

I enter the women 's area through a 
door opening onto a catwalk which is 
separated from the cell block by iron 
bars . Everything is iron and concrete . 
For safety, the whole area is in full 
view of the office of the deputies 
supervising that section , and of the 
video-monitor in the warden 's office . 
Across from the cat-walk, at a distance 
of about ten feet, are six cells, placed 
in a two-story arrangement. Each eel I 
contains two sets of double bunks, a 
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sink and a toilet. The top three cell s 
open onto a narrow balcony with steps 
at the end, leading to the level of the 
lower three cells . There are dining 
tables in the area in front of the cells, 
next to the cat-walk; and the women 
usuall y sit on top of these while we 
talk . I kneel , or sit cross- legged , on the 
cat-walk, and in that way we are on.the 
same eye-level. We talk as a group, 
because there are usually onl y three to 
eight women . This communal sharing 
seems to have a bonding effect. As I try 
to help them, they begin to help one 
another. 

My contact usually involves offering 
to make telephone call s, bringing 
Bibles, paperback books, stationery 
and stamps. Material gifts are signs of 
caring, but not as essential as the 
emotional caring that I can offer-to 
listen, to touch a cheek or a shoulder. 

Women in jail often feel tremen
dously guilty, unloved and rejected . 
Grasping at straws for security, they 
are usually overwhelmed that anyone 
could reall y care about them voluntar
ily . Frequently we talk about the Bible . 
If I am unable to answer a question I 
tel I them so, and then I make an effort 
before my next visit to find that 
answer. They know that I am no 
Biblical authority, and here again , 
warmth , love, and honesty are best. 
Under conditions of incarceration, 
lecturing is the last thing they need . 
Our visits always end with a prayer as 
we hold hands through the bars . And 
an extra squeeze of the hand goes a 
long way . 

Often I am asked to contact an 
attorney, requesting him to call on the 
prisoner. Sometimes attorneys delay 
communicating with the jailed client, 
especially if that client is poor. And 
most of them are poor; the more 
affluent are released on bail. When an 
attorney delays contact, his client feels 
that she is " stuck in jail forever" and 
depression sets in, as the stagnation 
from desertion . It is at this time that 
caring is most needed . 

Ministry to prisoners often extends 
to become ministry to the involved 
family . Contact is usually made by 
fulfilling a request to call home for a 
family vi sit. Mothers , especially , 
express their gratitude and I find that 
they, too, are in need of a listening ear . 
Families with a member in jail are 
reluctant to let this fact be known to 
friends, and welcome the concern of a 
stranger who represents a church. 

I have been rejected by only two 
inmates, both of whom were mentall y 

The author (opposite page) kneels on the catwalk. Visits include Bible study 
(above), sharing together (right) and prayer (left). 

ill . One was removed to a mental 
institution ; the other is st il l at the jai l, 
in solitary confinement. Afte r her fi rst 
vio lent torrent of foulness, she now 
asks me to make phone cal ls for her 
each week . Lately, her greeti ng is 
more friendl y than foul. Perhaps some 
love is finall y getting through. 

One of my frustrations is that the 
mentally i 11 are often jailed as theirfi rst 
step toward hospitali zation . Picked up 
on charges of assault, or disturbing the 
peace, they are held fo r weeks, 
sometimes, before thei r case is pro
cessed through the va ri ous agencies in 
the system . Meanwhile, their fears, 
frustrations, and il lness are height
ened , due to delayed treatment. Oc
casionall y there seems to be no place, 
no agency, agreeing th at a specific 
case comes under its authority. Jailed 
indefinitely, the women are looked 
upon as " cases, " rather than people; 
and they sense that lack of love. 

Jail ministry is a lonely job. Not 
because no one needs it, but because 
no one wants to joi n you. I am the onl y 
one from my committee who visi ts the 
female inmates. Those w ho know of 
my work may express admiration , but 

are afraid and re luctant to try it. 
Outsiders obviously fee l that it is a 
" Goody-two-shoes" invo lvement. 
They try to impress upon me that the 
prisoners are only " liars w ho knew 
what they · were doi ng w hen they 
committed the offense .... Let them 
rot there, they deserve it. ... W hy 
waste your time?" 

It is true that some inmates' I ives w i 11 
never change. But they are all peo
ple- God's creations, just as you and I 
are. But fo r the grace of God, and 
di fferent background s, we could be 
among them. The chance to decrease 
the rate of recidivism- the chance to 
change even one life-is worth the 
effort . 

Recently, as I left the cat-wal k, a 
twenty-year-old cal led after me, " I 
love you!" I smiled , remembering 
some other words : 11 

• •• I was in ja il 
and you visi ted me . ... " 

" I love you, too," I ca lled back. And 
w hispered, " Thank you, God, fo r the 
privi lege of serving. " • 

Jeri Bidlack is a member of the Firs t United 
Methodist Church in Warren, Ohio . 
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TWO 
BILLION 

NEW ARRIVALS 
The 1979 State of World Population 
Report points out that world popula
tion will increase by almost 50 percent 
by the year 2000 . At first sight an 
increase of two billion in the world's 
population spells nothing but trouble. 
Ninety percent of the "new arrivals" 
will be born into the developing world 
where 200 million are already severely 
malnourished, where the majority 
already lack safe water and adequate 
health care, where half of the over-fif
teens are now illiterate, and where up 
to a third of the labor force cannot 
earn a decent living for themselves and 
their families . On top of all this, half as 
many people again in twenty years can 
only make things worse. 

This way of looking atthe problem is 
not only pessimistic, it is also wrong
headed. Let's start again . 

Population is not the problem. The 
problem is whether the planet's finite 
resources and the way in which they 
are used can provide a decent and 
dignified life for al I its people . And that 
is a very different question . As the 
economist Barbara Ward has said , 
" the problem is not one of absolute 
physical shortage but of social and 
economic maldistribution and mis
use." 

Take food. Are 200 million people 
hungry because the world cannot 
grow enough food to feed all its 
people? No. According to the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization in 
Rome, the world grows twice as much 
food every year, in grains alone, as is 
necessary to provide enough food for 
every man, woman and child on the 
earth. And up to four times as much 
food could be grown usi ng presently 
avai lable land and presentl y available 
tech nology. So malnutrition cannot be 

Peter Adamson 

explained by the simple formula " too 
many people, too little land." 

It can be better explained by looking 
at how available land and technology 
is used-by whom, to grow what 
crops, and for whose benefit. In 
Central America and the Caribbean, 
for example, more than half of the 
children are malnourished and more 
than half of the agricultural land is 
being used to grow fruit and other 
crops for export to the developed 
countries. In the Sahel , even during 
the great drought of 1974, the produc
tion of export crops I ike peanuts from a 
country like Mali actually went up, 
according to World Bank figures, 
whilst tens of thousands of people 
starved. In Colombia, where malnu
trition is also common, fertile land is 
used to grow eighteen million dollars
worth of cut-flowers a year for the 
industrialized world . 

The message contained in these 
examples was succinctly summed up 
by the former FAO Director General 
Adeke Boerma, who told the World 
Food Conference in 1974 that " the 
market, playing freely, will always 
feed the rich. " 

The fact of the matter is that only the 
poor starve. And they starve only 
because they are poor-because they 
cannot afford to buy the food that is 
grown, or the much greater quantities 
of food that could be grown, or the 
land and the means to grow food for 
themselves . In short, economic de
mand is put before human demand 
and poverty, not population growth , is 
at the root of food shortages. 

Or take health . Do one billion 
people lack health care because there 
are too many people and not enough 
doctors arid hospitals? Again , the 

20 [452) New World Outlook • November 1979 

answer has to be " no. " According to 
the Wor ld Health Organization, 80 
percent of illness caused by infectious 
disease cou ld be prevented if every 
family had access to safe water sup
plies . To achieve that would cost 
about three to four billion dollars a 
year for ten years (World Bank figures) . 
It is a lot of money. About four percent 
of what the industrialized world 
spends on alcoholic drinks every year. 

Even within the resources of the 
developing world itself, it cannot be 
seriously argued that it is population 
growth which has swamped efforts to 
raise health standards. The World 
Health Organization estimates that 80 
percent of the health budgets in the 
developing world as a whole are now 
being spent on providing curative 
medicine serving only 20 percent of 
the people . A recent survey in five 
Latin American countries, for exam
ple, has shown that expenditure on 
medical care and cure is ten times 
greater than on water and sanitation 
systems. And th is is despite the fact 
that more than three-quarters of all 
cases of i I I-health can be traced to the 
" big three" causes-inadequate nu
trition , lack of safe water, and unhy
gienic sanitation . 

The task of improving the health of 
the majority of the world 's people, as 
World Health Organization Director 
General Halfdan Mahler has repeat
edly pointed out, is primarily a task of 
low-cost prevention for the many 
rather than high-cost cure for the few . 
Barbara Ward 's accusation that the 
problem is primarily one of " maldis
tribution and misuse" is therefore also 
closer to the heart of the health 
problem than is rapid population 
growth . . 



Popullltion tnndl .,. 111re to become more centnd to future development str•teti• • 1979 'State of World Population' 
niport from the UN Fund for Population Activities. 

HALF AS MANY AGAIN 
IN 20YEARS 

1980 
4413m 

TOTAL 
WORLD 

POPULATION 

2000AD 
6196m 

,19r_ll __ &~-~&A~A~J~~ 

THE THIRD WORLD TODAY 

FOOD HEALTH 

If the world in the year 2000 is imagined as a 
global village of 100 people, then 58 of these 
people will be Asian, 13 will be African, 10 Latin 
American, 9 European, 5 North American and 
5 Russian. 

EDUCATION 

SERIOUSLY 
UNDERNOURISHED 

WITHOUT SAFE UNEMPLOYED OR OF THE OVER 15's 
WATER OR UNDER-EMPLOYED ARE ILLITERATE 
HEALTH CARE 

THE DEVELOPING WORLD HAS 70% OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE 
BUT ONLY 10% OF THE WORLDS WEALTH 



"A decent 
and dignified 

life for all 
is as much a 

question of 
wealth control 

as of birth 
control." 

Similar analyses could be made for 
other basic building blocks of a 
" decent and dignified life." UNICEF 
has pointed out, for example, that 50 
percent of the resources available for 
education in the developing world as a 
whole are being devoted to a small 
minority of the school-age population . 
And World Bank estimates for five 
major cities-Madras, Ahmedabad, 
Nairobi , Mexico City and Bogota
show that the cheapest government
subsiqized housing now being built is 
only affordable by the richest 30 
percent to 50 percent of their urban 
populations. 

At the global level also, the question 
of whether the world 's resources can 
provide an adequate life for the 
world's people, which is the real 
context of the population issue, must 
take into account the present use and 
distribution of those resources. It must 
take into account, for example, that 
the poorest 70 percent of the world ' s 
people have less than 10 percent of the 
world' s wealth ; that a child born into 
the developed world will consume 
between twenty and forty ti mes as 
much of the world 's resources as a 
chi Id born into the developing world; 
that the Third World as a whole 
receives only thirty billion dollars a 

year for its major exports which then 
sell , in finished form , for l'T)ore than 
two hundred billion dollars a year in 
the importing countries. 

These facts seal the link between 
rapid population growth and the Third 
World's search for a New Economic 
Order in which future opportunities for 
the creation of wealth and jobs and 
income would be more equitably 
distributed . Add to that the now 
widely-accepted fact that the raising of 
living standards is the key element in 
the lowering of birth-rates, and the 
case for placing the major emphasis on 
reducing poverty rather than on re
ducing the numbers of the poor 
becomes watertight. For in the last 
analysis, the question of whether the 
world's wealth can provide a decent 
and dignified life for all the world's 
people is, by definition, as much a 
question of wealth control as of birth 
control and as much a question of the 
consumption explosion in the industri
alized world as of the "population 
explosion " in the developing 
world . • 

Peter Adamson is co-editor of the New 
Internationalist. This article is a news 
feature of the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities. 
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CAUTIOUS GOOD NEWS: The decline in world fertility is now confirmed. But it 
would be a grave error of judgement .. . to suppose that the population problem has 
been solved - 19 79 State of World Population R eport from U.N.F.P.A . 
(photogrAph by Morie Edw .. ds) 



Picking Up the Pieces in Wichita Falls Ellen 
Palmer 

Disaster strikes suddenly. Some 
churches respond quickly with sensi
tivity which produces resources and 
talents that startle even those who 
think they know their own church. 

Floral Heights United Methodist 
Church of Wichita Falls, Texas came 
to learn about itself in the wake of the 
devastating tornado which struck Apri I 
10, 1979 and left a scar up to a mile 
wide and nine and one-half miles long 
across the south side of the city. 
Damage was estimated in excess of 
$750 million and 20 percent of the 
city's people were left homeless. 

Within minutes of the first call for 
help the church, located a little over a 
mi le north of the disaster area, opened 
its doors to receive victims of the 
storm. Two hours later, with no 
electricity and no water in the city, the 
church was functioning as a refuge for 
numerous people. By 9 :30 that eve
ning, persons treated at Wichita Gen
era I Hospital were being trans
ferred to the church to spend the night 
on pallets provided in the church 
Fellowship Hall. Members made re
peated trips out of the city to ranches 
where a supply of water was available. 
Some 175 persons spent the first night 
in the church . 

Twenty Thousand Meals 

Men of the church requisitioned the 
contractor's arc welder generator and 

had minimal electricity in Fellowship 
Hall and the kitchen. Early the morn
ing of April 11th, the first meals were 
served and for the next five months, 
nearly 20,000 meals were served to 
victims and workers who volunteered 
their services in the recovery process. 

A medical disaster station was es
tablished with the help of the Ameri
can Red Cross and manned by mem
bers of the church with medical 
training. Transportation pools provid
ed assistance to victims who found it 
necessary to return to their destroyed 
homes to sift through the rubble for 
salvagable personal possessions. 

In a matter of hours the church 
calendar was changed. A John Wesley 
Study Tour of England, scheduled to 
leave Easter Sunday evening, was 
cancelled. The summer workcamp in 
Bolivia was cancelled and the whole 
church zeroed in on disaster relief 
projects . A speedy decision turned the 
youths' energies from thoughts of the 
Amazon basin to coordinating work
camp groups from other churches 
throughout the country . Within a few 
weeks, in response to an invitation in 
the United Methodist Reporter, 21 
churches had scheduled trips to Wich
ita Falls to work in the disaster area. 

One hundred and forty-two youth 
from 21 churches, along with their 
counselors, spent a week at Floral 
Heights and worked alongside the 
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youth of the church. They raked, 
chipped brick, moved furniture, 
helped in demolition so rebuilding 
could begin, and answered needs of 
many kinds. The youth slept in the 
church and ate meals prepared by 
church members. More than 450 
members donated prepared food and 
347 worked in the kitchen in the five 
month period when meals were served 
to victims and workers. Classes and 
groups recruited their members to 
participate in the work in the kitchen 
and dining room . 

The Menonnite Disaster Relief team 
ate their evening meal with Floral 
Heights Methodists for 53 days. Food 
was received from nearby cities, out of 
state and through donation from the 
Red Cross. A conservative estimate of 
the time involved in the preparation, 
serving and cleaning up reached a 
staggering 14,600 hours. 

Involvement became the theme. 
One hundred and five families from 
Floral Heights UMC suffered damage 
from severe to total loss of their homes. 
Fellow members accepted their 
friends into their homes, some for as 
long as ten weeks while housing could 
be located, or homes made liveable 
again. With more than 9,000 automo
biles destroyed, transportation be
came an important item and volun
teers provided rides to work and 
throughout the disaster area. There is 
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no method to estimate the hours of 
volunteer service provided in such acts 
of kindness. 

A Clothing Deluge 

The call for clothing resulted in 
overwhelming response from across 
the country. At one point there was no 
place to put the huge shipments of 
clothing, some used, some new . 
Thousands of garments were distrib
uted. Volunteers from the church 
along with their neighbors who assist
ed, handled the clothing distribution 
from the church's Scout Hut. 

On Easter Sunday morning, persons 
who could not volunteer their physical 
labor contributed thousands of dollars 
to the Pastor's Fund which was made 
available to meet emergency needs. 
Everyone sought a place to contribute 
of themselves in the relief effort. A 
place was found for every talent from 
the most technical skill to the most 
mundane work. 

In aftermath of the tornado, 
work campers from across 

the country joined Floral 
Heights church members in 

relief efforts. 

When the first workcamps arrived, 
the pace had been set. Members of the 
church pitched in and worked along
side the volunteers from Missouri , 
Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and distant cities in Texas. Three Floral 
Heights women coordinated the work 
to be done at various homes where 
volunteer work meant a great boost in 
cleaning up and beginning the con
struction process. 

Each day the kitchen was a beehive 
of c>ctivity. At times when it appeared 
that food was about to run short, 
miracles occurred. One member ar
rived simultaneously with a large 
group of unexpected and hungry 
workers. The contribution was a large 
turkey, baked, sliced and ready to 
serve. Another time, when the quan
tity on the serving line appeared slim, a 
national hamburger chain sent 100 of 
their prime products. 

Members of the church found a new 
delight in being the church in action. 

Age was no deterrent to action. A 
number of members in their early 
eighties worked alongside those much 
younger. Youth, with several extra 
days added to their spring vacation 
because of destroyed schools, found 
ways to make themselves useful and 
live out the Christlike spirit of sharing 
time, talent and energy. Visiting 
workcamp youth contributed 3276 
hours of labor over the summer 
months. Floral Heights youth , yoked 
with the visiting workcampers, con
tributed another 1638 hours of vigor
ous labor. 

The best estimate by the coordina
tors of work projects was that partici
pation by all age groups in work at 
disaster sites by Floral Heights mem
bers reached an unbelievable 45,750 
hours. 

Floral Heights United Methodist 
Church found new life in service. 
Many changed plans were never 
regretted, but the opportunity for 
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service resulted in a new attitude about 
workcamp efforts for the future. Now 
the workcamps from Floral Heights 
will be intergenerational, not just 
youth. Just as important, they will be 
fully and happily funded because a 
church discovered its potential to 
serve with its resources and ingenuity 
for expressing love. 

Floral Heights found new meanin9 
in Luke 10:20 " .. Who is my neigh
bor?' And Jesus answered, 'A certain 
man . . .'" • 

Ellen Palmer is a member of the Floral 
Heights United Methodist church, ol 
which her husband is pastor. 

The value of 
intergenerational WOiie 
was an experience 
from the disaster. 





The Church in Chino 
An Interview with Jonathan Chao 

Rev. Jonathan Chao is the director of 
the Chinese Church Research Center, 
a study center established within the 
China Graduate School ofTheology in 
Hong Kong, where the interview was 
conducted . 

How would you characterize the 
Church in China just before the 
revolution ? 

In 1949, the es ti mated Protestant 
membership was about 834, 909, rep
resenting over 130 denominations and 
societies. There were about 6,S36 
churches which was a 12 percent 
growth since 1936. Usually there were 
an equal number of so-called evange
listic centers . Missionaries before the 
liberation totaled about S,843 . Of 
these, nearly 4 ,SOO came from Ameri
ca. There were 4,387 "Chinese evan
gelists" and 2, 1 SS ordained pastors . 
Total American missionary input in 
terms of dollars was about eight 
million. 

Was the Chinese Church dependent 
on those dollars? 

From the time missionaries were 
able to penetrate the interior, that is 
after 186S, to the time of the Commu
nist takeover 84 years later, I would 
say that the Chinese Protestant Church 
was by and large dependent on foreign 
missions. Nearly 90 percent of the 
" Chinese evangelists" were paid by 
foreign missions. T~s dependency 
was the core of the dependency of the 
Chinese Church . 

In institutions such as colleges, 
hospitals and seminaries, the degree of 
dependency was even greater. But the 
serious problem was not financial, but 
ideologica l, structural and leadership 
dependency. 

Is there truth to the Communist 
accusation that the Church was an 
imperia lis tic element? 

It's true and false . It's fa lse because 
the Communists attack the Church 
from the Marxist-Lenini st view of 
religion. Therefore, they have already 
determ ined that all religion , particu
larl y Christianity, is a tool of Western 
imperia lism. 

Blair Seitz 

It is true, too. For example, two 
American missionaries, Samuel Wells 
Williams and William Martin, helped 
the American minister in the drafting of 
the Treaty of Tientsin in 18S8. The 
missionary interpreters inserted the 
" toleration clause, " which stated that 
American missionaries and Chinese 
converts wou Id be free to learn and 
practice Christianity and that the 
Chinese Government would give them 
protection . These two missionaries 
utilized or misused their political 
positions as interpreters for the benefits 
of missions. 

Did that treaty have a great deal of 
influence on missionary activity? 

Oh, yes . By that treaty missionaries 
were able to travel in China . Until 
then, they were not allowed to go into 
the interior. 

Even before, Dr. William Lockhart 
of the London Mission Society went to 
Peking registered as the personal 
physician to the British minister. Then 
he rented land from the British delega
tion and opened a dispensary. He took 
advantage of his foreign identity to 
enjoy privileges which were not 
granted to religious people, for exam
ple, of the Buddhist sect. 

In the late nineteenth century offi
cials in Peking still regarded mission
aries as persons having diplomatic 
positions in their legations. 

How does the Chinese Government 
interpret religion today? 

Between 1917 and 1923 the majori
ty of intellectuals rejected religion 
outright on purely scientific grounds. 
Their thinking became the foundation 
of Chinese Communism . 

Another group of intellectuals ar
gued for a certain place for religion in 
Chinese society. They capitulated to 
scientists saying that religion cannot 
be proven scientifically but main
tained that it is a subjective reality 
which you cannot deny . 

And that' s very significant because 
to this day the Communist religious 
policy in China says, " ... citizens of 
the People's Republic shall have free
dom of religious belief. " But there is 
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also freedom to propagate atheism. 
You can believe in God and the Lord 
Jesus inside, subjectively. But you 
cannot transmit your faith to others 
because it is not supposed to have any 
objective validity . 

Chinese Communists inherited 
these views and made them their own. 

This was the root for the dismantling 
of the Church after liberation? 

Dismantling of the institutional 
church after "liberation" is only a 
continuation of what they had already 
started . After "liberation, " Christianity 
and other religions were tolerated for 
five or six years . 

Then from 19S6 onwards they 
began to arrest church leaders. They 
gathered liberal pastors who support
ed the Government and organized the 
Three-Self Movement in the name of 
church union and of creating inde
pendence. They united small denomi
nations into a few churches, cut off 
foreign money and connections. The 
institutional church was reduced to a 
handful under state control. 

Would you enlarge on the effect the 
Cultural Revolution had on the 
Church? 

Under the leadership of Mao and the 
"Gang of Four" the Cultural Revolu
tion tried to eliminate everything 
inconsistent with Communist ideals. 
The house churches were pushed 
"underground"; official churches 
were abolished and even the Religious 
Affairs Bureau ceased operation. 

What about the Church in China 
today? 

We are conducting interviews with 
Christians who come out of China. 
From these, starting from July 1978, 
we are learning that Christians are 
active in the cities of Canton, Swatow, 
Amoy, Foochow and Wenchow and 
their surrounding countrysides. 

All these ports had foreign missions 
nearly 100 years, so three or four 
generations of Christians have been 
established, particularly in the villages 
surrounding the ports . In some of these 
villages the Christians hold meetings 

w 
s 
b 

ti 
d 
gr 
no 

m 
0 
m 

g 
th 
the 
are 
Cti 

I 



weekly, sometimes more frequently, 
sometimes less, depending on how 
bad the political movements were . 

In 1966 when the Cultural Revolu
tion broke out, all the churches were 
driven underground . Since 1972 these 
groups began to revive a I ittle so that 
now there are many of them meeting in 
private homes . They are led by lay 
leaders and range in size from 10 to 
60 . At times when the Government is 
more relaxed , as many as 300 meet. 
On the whole, Christians are still 
meeting in a clandestine manner. 

In some places, even if the cadres 
know about it, they don 't do anything 
because they have known each other 
for generations. They work together 
farming. Oftentimes the Chri stians are 
the most productive people so they 
have gained respect. 

Evangelism is carried out through 
good works, exorcising demons or 
through praying for the sick and seeing 
them healed . Many signs and miracles 
are performed, somewhat like early 
Christianity . 

But if you travel to China as a tourist, 
you would not meet any of these . They 
are still very careful in preserving their 
anonymity. 

Much attention has been given in 
the la st several years to China 's 
proclaimed success in eliminating 
hunger; eradicating man y health 
problems and creating an egalitarian 
society. How do you respond? 

What you have just said shows how 
successful Communist propaganda of 
the Cultural Revolution days has been 
in giving you an image of China which 
is a myth . 

First let me comment that Mao truly 
believed in serving the people. He 
really tried to improve the state of the 
Chinese masses . He wanted to over
come selfishness; work for the com
mon good .and wipe out ideas of our 
capitalist society-class-conscious
ness, privilege-demands and material
ism. 

Has that vision become entrenched 
in Chinese society? 

The Chinese youth were very excit
ed over his revolutionary ideas. They 
joined him in the Cultural Revolution, 
smashing the bureaucrats and any 
capitalist residue. 

But in the process, the Red Guard 
found out that within the party itself 
there was selfishness, privilege and a 

power struggle . And Mao himself, 
according to some who have come out 
of China, was a most selfish man in the 
sense that he cou Id not tolerate those 
who opposed him. He removed one 
leader after another who resisted his 
revolutionary line. The youth became 
disillusioned. 

Meanwhile, China was lagging be
hind in ·its economy, and people were 
having very little to eat. The Ch inese 
way of getting things through the 
backdoor persisted . Mao had a dream, 
but its idea I ism was not fact as current 
revelation of Chinese realities shows 
us. 

So you would not agree as some 
have suggested that China is a repre
sentation of the Kingdom of Cod? 

Certainly not. Mao wanted a social, 
economic revolution for China, and 
historically, he succeeded in over
throwing the old power system. Mao's 
attempt to create a selfless man was a 
moral attempt. It is a religious job. In 
this he failed . 

Those who fel I out of favor with Mao 
considered him a dictator. That's what 
young people who come out of China 
say . So Mao, in a way, tried to play 

..,You can believe 
in God and the 
Lord Jesus ... 
but you cannot 
transmit your faith 
to others . . ." 
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God in an attempt to make Chinese 
according to what he imagined the 
perfect Chinese society to be. It might 
have been possible to an extent if the 
people wou Id have had the freedom to 
create . 

But he objectified the Chinese per
sonality. He molded them like things . 
He ran their lives. As a materialist, he 
did not accept man as made in the 
image of God with his own sense of 
sovereignty over his own life and his 
dependence on God for his dreams 
and aspirations. If Mao had the right to 
create and dream, so do other men. 
But Mao wanted all others to fulfill his 
dream, and that's where he failed, I 
think. 

To mix Maoist utopia with the 
coming of the Kingdom of God is to 
display one's ignorance of both China 
realities and theology. 

What stands out in the experience of 
the Chinese Church? 

First, historically, Chinese Chris
tians were not prepared in the early 
fifties to meet the changing political 
situation. Chinese Christians were 
divided when the Communists took 
over China . The liberals welcome·d the 
Red Army in Canton, Peking and other 
cities . The more conservative anti
communists left as fast as they could 
and others who felt that the coming of 
the Communists was like the changing 
of another dynasty were apolitical so 
they stayed . 

Then by the mid-fifties through the 
operation of the Three-Self Movement 
under the Religious Affairs Bureau, the 
Communists began to conduct an 
anti-rightist campaign. They arrested 
many pastors who were not willing to 
go along with the Government's pro
gram. The progressive Christians, lib
erals, worked with the Government 
and persecuted evangelical Chris
tians. Many evangelical leaders and 
pastors were tried, humiliated and 
imprisoned for 15 to 20 years. 

Then during the Cultural Revolution 
even the progressive liberal pastors 
and YMCA and YWCA secretaries who 
cooperated with the Government in 
the fifties were considered enemies of 
the people. Many of them committed 
suicide during the ordeals of the 
Cultural Revolution . 

I think the lesson of history for that 
period is that it is unwise to identify the 
Christian faith with any political sys
tem . When Christians do so, they 
become alienated from other Chris-

tians who are not willing to identify 
with that system . 

The Communists realized these 
contradictions within the Church. 
They used one sector to destroy the 
other. In a matter of eight years 
(1950-58) the Protestant Church was 
thoroughly brought under control . 

Would the results have been some
what different if the Church had been 
united? 

It would have been more Christian 
to suffer together and to give way to the 
Government together. But this is ask
ing the impossible because Christians 
are always divided . 

Is there bitterness? 
If Christians suffered in prison under 

Communist cadres they knew they 
suffered under atheists. But when a 
fellow Christian leader betrayed them, 
they felt a sense of bitterness. Some, 
after 20 years, still feel bitter. 

But I have interviewed another man 
who learned to forgive. Many have 
forgiven the Communists who perse
cuted them and the " Judas" who 
betrayed them. They have understood 
the meaning of suffering with Christ. 

I have seldom met Christians in the 
"free world" that are as deep spiri
tually as some of these Christians who 
have come out of China after long 
years of suffering. 

A third response is thatthe Church in 
China has lost institutional structure. 
They have developed a concept of the 
Church which is not dependent upon 
organization, a religionless Christian
ity. They are a community of God's 
people. 

In your writings you have suggested 
that there would be little change after 
the death of Mao. Does the recent 
modernization program signal signifi
cant changes for Christians in China? 

I said that leaders may change but 
the Communist ideology would not 
change radically . And even though 
Mao died, the Communist party con
tinues. 

The difference is that Mao wanted to 
make ideological revolution the pri
mary target of change in China. That 
has been toned down and had substi
tuted for it basic economic change for 
the strengthening of China through the 
four modernizations. The commune 
system is still operating, but is being 
discussed and might change. 

The present shift is advantageous to 
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Christians in China. They are gradually 
given opportunities of making them
selves usefu I to the society such as 
restoring Christian intellectuals to their 
former positions of work; permitting 
Bibles to be carried to China by 
travellers and opening up a few official 
churches . The Religious Affairs Bu
reau reopened early this year. In other 
words, the present change is, in a way, 
restoring China to its 1950-58 level of 
limited freedom . 

I think a more open religious policy 
wil I be formulated within this year. But 
at this point I do not foresee any 
possibility of Christians organizing 
churches and preaching as they 
please. 

Historically, hasn ' t religious life in 
China been under the control of the 
state? 

Throughout China's history from the 
8th century the state has always 
assumed sovereignty over all religious 
activity. Any new monastery or temple 
needed a state permit. No Buddhist 
priest was ordained unless the state 
gave him a license. So there's nothing 
new about freedom of religious wor
ship within the confines of state 
control. 

What perspective should mission 
boards have on China now? 

Foreign missions should not dream 
of sending teams of three or four to set 
up prayer cells or evangelize China. 
Even if China becomes open for 
evangelism, I would say, "Let the 
Chinese do it. " Chinese in China and 
overseas Chinese. If Western mission 
boards want to help,let them do so 
through Chinese organizations which 
are working on how to evangelize. 

More lay Western Christians can 
seek opportunities to visit China as 
tourists. They can also apply for 
teaching positions, especially English, 
science and technology. The idea is 
letting them know Christians through 
persona I contact. 

I wou Id suggest that foreign Chris
tians first study about China's long 
history and learn about the history of 
Christianity in China, so as not to make 
the same mistakes. 

Because, I personally believe that 
sooner or later China will open to 
foreigners for the Gospel. We may 
have to wait 50 or 100 years . The 
preparation w ill take a lot of time. If we 
have faith , we will prepare. If we 
don' t, we will just sit. • 
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Mission Means ... 

THE MUSTARD SEED 
AhA JANE kE 

W e remember the days w hen most 
chu rches had a pantry. Members 
would bring a can of food each t ime 
they came to chu rch activities . W hile 
the idea was fresh, interest was high. 
But in due time most of the pantries 
looked li ke O ld Mother Hubbard's 
cupboard. Someth ing more had to be 
done to ca re fo r the needy of our city, 
Clarksburg, West Virgi nia. 

In 1973 Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Pari sh ini tiated a food pantry. 
The response from the community was 
so great that the pantry was adopted by 

the Harrison County Ministerial Asso
ciation and supported by funds from 
CRO P, the loca l hunger wa lk, and by 
many of the churches . 

In Apri l 1978 eleven members of 
three downtown chu rc hes-Fi rst Unit
ed Methodist and First United Presby
teri an as we ll as Immaculate Concep
tion-joi ned fo rces to operate an 
emergency food and c lothing distri
bution center in a new location . A 
Kentucky Fr ied Chicken office build
ing was made availab le to the group 
rentfree, an idea l place withi n wa lking 

Jim Richards and Alta Ice prepare a food box in the pantry at The Mustard Seed. 

distance of the three churches . The 
room is inviting. A large Bible is on the 
tab le, as we ll as Christian literature. 

" The Mustard Seed" was suggested 
as the name for the center by Mrs. 
Louise Martin , a representati ve from 
Immaculate Conception Church and 
co-chairperson of the ecumenical 
board. We are to ld that the mustard 
seed is the smallest seed of all , but 
when fina lly fully grown is the largest 
of all plants (Matt. 13 :32). Perhaps we 
should have called the center The 
Mustard Tree as it continues to grow 



"Perhaps we should 
have called the 

center The Mustard 
Tree as it continues 

to grow." 

Volunteer Mr. Richards welcomes visitor 
to the emergency relief and friendship 

center. 

and serve our people daily . 
Members from the three downtown 

churches and other churches have 
volunteered their services and have 
given food and clothing. Several of the 
churches of Harrison County have 
taken special offerings for the project. 
Many individuals contribute regularly . 

It is not the purpose of The Mustard 
Seed merely to hand out food , clothing 
and furniture and toys to the poor and 
needy. More than that, we want this 
place to be a haven where people can 
feel loved and respected , to get to 
know Christ and His great love for 
them. No one is given food and 
clothing and sent away in a hurry. 
Time is given each person and each 
one goes away with head held a bit 
higher. 

Who does the work? We have 76 
volunteers plus a substitute list. Three 
persons work each day, one from each 
church , so we have a good fellowship . 

Something wonderful happened 
when Jim Richards became a volun
teer. He had recently lost his wife. He 
was lonely and had time on his hands. 
He had been a businessman and knew 
all about setting up a store. This was a 
great help to us . He is present each day 
to keep things in order and cheer 
needy ones. · 

At a meeting for volunteers at First 
United Methodist Church, Mr . 
Richards said , " I don't know what I 
would do without the Mustard Seed . I 
thank God that I have this task to 
perform . It helps me more than you 
will ever know. " His work turned into 
a blessing for him while he continues 
to serve the needy. 

Does the Mustard Seed do the work 
other agencies in the city should be 
doing? Not at all . Harrison County 
Information and Referral Service and 
the Welfare D~partment clear all food 
requests and pass on pertinent infor-
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mation to us . When a home burns or 
we have floods, which a.re quite 
common in West Virginia, we all act 
quickly to serve those who want our 
services. 

For a six-month period, we had over 
1000 food orders averaging about $25 
each and clothing requests from 737 
families which were valued at approxi
mately $36,000. 

As people learn about the Mustard 
Seed they jump on the bandwagon to 
help out. For example the senior 
citizens had a Christmas party and 
dance. Admission was one can of 
food . We received a barrel of food for 
the Mustard Seed. 

When children hear about the Mus
tard Seed, they also want to help. 
George and Timmy, a resourceful pair, 
learned about the Mustard Seed during 
a Sunday school lesson and began 
making plans to help in their own way. 
They gave a performance of their 
version of David and Goliath for the 
neighborhood child ren who paid a 
small admission fee . The following 
Sunday George and Timmy told their 
teacher about the performance and 
gave her $4 .06 to be given to the 
Mustard Seed . 

Each year the firemen of the city 
offer the children of the community a 
ride on the hook and ladder truck in 
exchange for one or two cans of food . 
A great quantity of canned food is 
received on the special day set aside 
for the ride . 

What is the secret of the success of 
the Mustard Seed? I would say it is 
because we all pay-pray-and par
ticipate, and God in his wonderful way 
gives us the increase. • 

Alta Jane Ice is a deaconess at the First 
United Methodist Church in Clarksburg, 
West Virginia . 
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Mission Means ... 

A CARING MINISTRY 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
is medium sized, in a middle income 
community in Phoenix, Arizona . Our 
membership includes three former 
missionaries. In the recent past we 
have had deaconesses and two mis
sionaries who are presently in Zaire. 
We are fortunate that our minister is 
interested in missions and community 
activities . In 1976 the General Confer
ence set the priorities for the quadren
nium : Hunger, Ethnic Minority Local 
Church and Evangelism. Our activities 
attempt to carry out these priorities. 

" We Care Because Jesus Cares." 
The theme of our Caring Ministry at 
Aldersgate is the reason we visit 
shut-ins, help to support Wesley Com
munity Center, contribute to Primera 
Iglesia , take food to MEPCO and use 
the " I CAN" cans for our Lenten 
giving. These and other programs are 
what mission means to us. 

The twenty-some shut-ins are mf!de 
to feel a part of the church when 
members visit them, taking flowers, 
Sunday bulletins and cl cheery smile . 
The shut-ins are also sent cards, 
receive telephone calls and are taken 
to church services when they are able 
to attend . These people are given The 
Upper Room and are asked if they wish 
to have Holy Communion . 

Wesley Community Cente~ is a 
social agency in southside Phoenix . It 
is one of the non-profit charitable 
projects related to the Nationa l Divi
sion of the Board of Global Ministries 
of the United Methodist Church . 
Major sources of support for the Center 
are the United Methodist Church, 
United Way of Phoenix-Scottsdale, 
and private individuals. Besides finan
cial support, church members give 
their services. Because the ethnic 
makeup of the community is mostly 

HAzd Skidds 

Design features Chrlstmas gifts for 
Advance Special to remodel the 
ethnic minority church, Primera 
Iglesia United Methodist. 
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Rene Ledesma, coordinator of the Metropolitan Phoenix Commission, receives 
check from Marianna Steele, the church's chairperson for the work area on 
missions. 

Hispanic, noon meals are often Mexi
can. Senior adults in the area go there 
every day for lunch . The black elderly 
people who are a part of the communi
ty also enjoy Mexican food w hen it is 
served . Women from Aldersgate 
church volunteer on Thursdays to help 
with preparing and serving the lunch 
and the necessary clean-up after 
lunch . Aldersgate members gave a 
dishwasher and flatware needed in the 
various nutrit ion programs at the 
Center. Other churches are involved 
in some of these activities . 

Primera Iglesia-First Church forthe 
Hispanic community-is being re
modeled so it can enlarge the scope of 
its program. When it is completed , 
besides its religious emphasis it wi ll 
be used for educational purposes, 
including classes for citizenship, inter
est groups in expressed issues and 
needs, and recreational activities. Be
fore Christmas, the Aldersgate Admin
istrative Board gave permission to the 
Work Area on Missions to carry out a 
" Dove" project. Instead of sending 
Christmas cards to their Aldersgate 
friends people wrote their names on 
Doves and pinned them on a Christ
mas tree . Fifty-one people contributed 
$144 which was sent to the General 
Council on Finance and Administra
tion , designated for Primera Iglesia as 
an Ethnic Minority Local Church 
Advance Special . Our interest will 
continue; we wi ll assist the pastor 
whenever he requests help. 

Hunger is the first priority. We have 
touched on Evangelism in our shut-in 
program and Ethnic minorities in our 
Wesley Community Center and Pri
mera Iglesia efforts . Hunger has been 
given considerable emp hasis in 
MEPCO Sundays and the " I CAN" 
project. 

MEPCO (Metropolitan Phoenix 
Commission) has as its purpose to 
work for the renewal of the whole 
person and society . One part of this 
program is a food bank. In order for a 
person to obtain food he/she must be 
referred by a social agency or church. 
Food is given for a three-day period. 
MEPCO is supported by United Meth
odist churches; each church has its 
unique method of collecting food and 
money. Aldersgate church adopted 
MEPCO Sundays. 

M EPCO Sundays receives promo
tion in Aldersgate News once a month 
in a section cal led " Mission Mes
sage. " The first Sunday of each month 
is set up for the congregation to bring 
food . Each month has its own theme 
and boxes are decorated for the 
occasion . The boxes are placed on 
tables in the patio . Should someone 
fail to bring food , and wish to make a 
monetary contribution , there is a 
" bank" for that purpose. After the 
Worship Service the food is put into 
the car of the volunteer who will work 
at the distribution center on Tuesday, 
w hich is Aldersgate's day to serve. The 
money is counted by the church 
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treasurer who makes a check and 
sends it to the director of MEPCO. 
Some of the monthly themes have 
been : 

February HAVE A HEART AND DO 
SOMET HI NG SWEET FOR 
SOMEONE! People were 
urged to take sugar. The boxes 
were decorated with hearts. 

March MAKE IT GREEN . Posters , 
decorated with shamrocks, 
urged people to take canned 
green vegetables and/or green 
money. 

April SHOWERS OF FOOD. We 
made posters, using paper 
umbrellas with pictures of 
cans of food pasted on card
board , attached to umbrellas 
with thread to make it look 
like raining food . 

During the planning period it was 
decided that Wesley Community Cen
ter and MEPCO would be beneficiaries 
in this program . One hundred and ten 
cans were returned with $915.49 in 
cash . 

Arizona was plagued by floods 
during the Christmas season . The 
specia l Christmas offering of $1910 
was sent to alleviate some of the 
suffering of the flood victims. 

The last Sunday of April was desig
nated as Native American Day at 
Aldersgate. Harry Folsom, Director of 
Recruitment for Native American 
Ministries, was to si ng at the worship 
service and conduct a sing-a-long at 
the noon potluck. 

Mission means sharing not only in 
our immediate community , but 
worldwide. Our benevolence funds 
are given to Christian services through 
the United Methodist Church . Once a 
year we have a special offering, One 
Great Hour of Sharing, to share God's 
love with men, women and children in 
need . This is done through the many 
ministries of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

Mission means active participation 
in carrying out the commandment 
Jesus gave his disciples, " Love one 
another." We have been cognizant of 
the priorities set up at the 1976 
General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church . We have endeav
ored to involve as many people as 
possible. We praise God for the 
success we have had . • 

Ms. Shields is a member of Aldersgate 
United Methodist church, Phoenix, Ari
zona. 
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Mission Means • • • 

A WORLDWIDE FOCUS 

Christian congregations of various 
denominations across the United 
States are attempting to define mis
sion , debating its format for the 
space age, and arguing over the 
comparative val ues of foreign-mission 
and home-mission projects. First Unit
ed Methodist Church of Millville, 
N. J. has formulated a definition 
encompassing total mission, having 
verified that all kinds of involvement 
are necessary and rewarding. 

This six-hund red-member congre
gation is the largest and oldest of eight 
United Methodist churches in a man
ufacturing town of 20,000 people . 
Most of the active members are also 
involved in and often provide leader
ship for service clubs, community 
prdjects and charitable organizations. 

Seven years ago the membership of 
First Church, as it is known by the 
townspeople, was challenged to raise 
$10,000 over its budgeted commit
ments to help construct a church 
building in Bukit-Rotan, Malaysia, a 
small Asian country on the southern
most tip of the South China Sea . 

The assignment was labeled a self
help project because the Tamil tribe in 
Malaysia was to match the funds raised 
by First Church. (Valid or not, this 
concept is important to many working 
Americans who tend to give more 
generously to people who attempt to 

FRANCES B. Buzby 

help themselves .) Alice Mae spoke to few people, and 
Little stimu lation or pressure was contributed to the Church's program 

necessary to convince the foreign- only her modest Sunday offeri ng. She 
mission-minded members to support sang no hymns, nor repeated any 
this project, a United Methodist Con- creeds; but she listened attentively to 
ference Special, which would help a what she could hear of the anthems 
tropical congregation to meet and and sermons. Alice Mae is mentally 
worship out of the rain . At the end of retarded and has a hearing impair-
the designated three-year period the ment. 
total pledges were paid, invested and Alice Mae was a Millville native, the 
drawing interest for the Malaysian youngest of six children of blood-re-
church. lated parents . All the children but 

The Bukit-Rotan church building is Abby were mentally retarded in vary-
still incomplete because of real estate ing degrees. Abby lived a near normal 
red tape, political pressures, and lack life, married and moved away from 
of both necessary labor and building home. 
materials. As for First United Method- The Dilks' family was self-support-
ist Church, its mission is finished ing. All but the two institutional ized 
except for continuing prayers. We children contributed to the family 
humbly ask that our mission to a small funds from their varied jobs as house-
foreign congregation will be instru- keepers, sewing machine operators, 
mental in spreading the Christian and gardeners. Alice Mae's source of 
Gospel for many years . income was the most permanent. For · 

In all mission projects, First Church more than 25 years she served The 
administrators have generally agreed Classtown Democrat to hundreds of 
that neither foreign nor home mission news-reading customers from a com-
need be limited to conventional pat- mon express-wagon . She was a 
terns . Probably one of the church 's shrewd businesswoman considering 
most unique projects is the current her meager four-year training in a 
ongoing home mission to a single public school's Special Class. 
person, Alice Mae Dilks, a member for Before Alice Mae was 45 all of her 
nearly 50 of her 60 years. family had died but the widowed 

Until four years ago Alice Mae (not Abby, who accepted her sister into her 
her real name) attended regular ser- apartment at the Senior Citizens' 
vices with her oldest sister, Abby. Housing Authority . Abby treated Al ice 
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Mae well but cautiously. She gave her 
little freedom because of Alice Mae' s 
violent temper. Then, four years ago 
Abby died , and Alice Mae was alone. 

Alice Mae had few problems with 
basic cooking, cleaning, and groom
ing, but it was apparent that she 
needed financial advice, legal assis
tance, and personal direction. Most of 
-all , she needed love. 

A combination of U.S. Government 
urgency to find a sponsor for Al ice Mae 
and the concern of a few church 
members brought her story to the 
attention of the Administrative~ Board 
of First Church. The Board members 
listened well that night and accepted 
responsibility for the project which 
had no guidelines, no time limit, no 
budget. 

That evening a financial advisor was 
appointed for Alice Mae to examine all 
legal papers, to handle any necessary 
business with the Welfare Board on 
which Alice Mae was now dependent, 
and with the Housing Authority who 
had agreed to al low Al ice Mae to 
retain Abby's apartment. 

One church member became Alice 
Mae's confidant. She convinced her 
that a styled hair-cut was much more 
attractive than an old-fashioned bar
ber-cut by taking her on her first of 
many trips to the Beauty Shop. Be
cause she so graciously shopped with 
Alice Mae for personal items, this 
woman got credit from Alice Mae for 
buying her new curtains, clothing, 
furniture, and even a color T.V., all 
purchased with Alice Mae's own funds 
handled by the financial advisor. 

The Social Concerns Chairwoman 
accepted the task of informing the 
church members of Alice Mae's rieeds . 
One member has had little difficulty 
arranging for specific volunteers to 
food-shop monthly with Alice Mae, 
bring her to church services, and do 
necessary errands for her. Other mem
bers have generously sent holiday 
cards and gifts, provided occasional 
meals, and treated Alice Mae as an 
individual. This has encouraged her to 
speak with other parishiohers, to smile 
a lot more, and to enjoy after-church 
socials. The results of the Board's 
action continues to be fantastic. Un
like the foreign missions project . it has 
i nvolved service rather than dol
lars. • 

Frances B. Buzby is a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in Millville, New 
Jersey. 

LETTER 
OVERSEAS 

CHILE 
As we move into the 54th year of the 

life of Sweet Memoria l Institute, I've 
been reflecting on the many ways in 
which it has served and continues to 
serve the church and the community. 
I'm sure that the origina l donors never 
dreamed of the variety of services that 
the institution was to offer as it adapted 
to changing circumstances and needs. 

-It was established as a trai ning 
school to prepare girls for Christian 
service, and the Day Nursery, which 
today has an enrollment of over 300 
children , was started by the students to 
help the working mothers of the 
neighborhood . In 1950, the Bible 
Seminary, as it was renamed , began to 
receive men as well as girls, and 
provided the opportunity for the stu
dents to finish high school at night. The 
three-year course was offered unti l 
1962 when it was decided to join with 
other denominations to create a sem
inary on the university level. While 
this new Theo logical Community was 
being organized , our building served 
as a home for Methodist university 
students, and since 1965 it has been 
the boarding department for the theo
logical students who are not residents 
of Santiago. This year we have 21 . 

At the time of the military takeover 
in 1973, we housed political refugees 
for several weeks while they got their 
papers in order for leaving the country, 
and some stayed almost a year be
cause of complications with visas. 

In 1938 one of the graduates of the 
training school, Raquel Burgos, who 

has worked at Sweet since 1928, 
organized neighborhood clubs, and 
this recreation center still serves chil
dren and young peop le, not only from 
the neighborhood but from other parts 
of the city, too. 

In addition, our building houses the 
primary school operated by the local 
church next door, a schoo l for children 
who are deaf or have other language 
prob lems, the central offices of the 
Methodist Church of Chile, and the 
studio where the recordings for radio 
programs of the church are made. 

Ou r services are internationa l, inter
denominational, and ecumenical. It 
wou Id take too much space to enumer
ate the conferences, boards, commit
tees, work camps, seminars, short 
courses, and study tours that we have 
accommodated, as widely varied as an 
interracial choir from South Africa, the 
members of a basketball team, a 
seminar of the Fellowship of Reconci l
iation, and a group of Chile retarded 
children who came to participate in 
the annual music festival sponsored by 
the Methodist School for the Mentally 
Handicapped. 

Besides, we have lodged countless 
individuals, who have come to the 
capita l for paper work, business, 
church meetings, health reasons, and 
vacation . 

My own participation in the work of 
the institution covers a period of only 
20 years, which doesn't seem very 
long in comparison with the 50 years 
of my companion Raquel Burgos, but 
it is ample time to become thoroughly 
involved in this one smal I aspect of the 
world mission of the church. 

Jane Miller 

She is a United Methodist miss ionary in 
Chile. 
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WOMEN OF SPIRIT: Female Leadership 
in the Jewish and Christian Traditions 
edited by Rosemary Ruether and Eleanor 
Mclaughlin. New York, 1979: Simon and 
Schuster, 383 pages, $11.95. 

A United Methodist official is quoted in 
the chapter entitled " American Women in 
Ministry" as suggesting that " no major 
struggle accompanied discussion of the 
issue (of the ordination of women in the 
Methodist Church) and no fanfare greeted 
the outcome." Tell that to the writers of the 
20,000 supportive petitions received by 
the 1956 General Conference on the 
subject! Tell that to the Women's Division 
of Christian Serv ice which worked untir
ingly from 1939-56, having made success
ful accomplishment one of their major 
objectives! 

Memory is short. H istory is reshaped in 
the telling. Later judgment clouds or 
reverses fact, and " herstory" waits to be 
recovered again from dormant documents 
which invite new investigat ion. For pre
cisely this purpose, Women of Spirit was 
written . In the words of the co-editors, 
" Women should appropriate their history, 
... and use it to reshape and enlarge the 
vision and life of the chu rch today. " 

Indeed, the book does just that. For its 
treasure of human experience is also a 
sourcebook for those who wish to follow 
up footnotes from primary sources. 

United Methodists wi II especially appre
ciate the chapter on " Women in the 
Holiness Movement: Femini sts in the 
Evangelical Tradition" by Nancy Hardesty 
of our seminary at Emory and Lucille and 
Donald Dayton, whose discoveries of the 
role of women among movements of the 
Wesleyan tradition are being increasingly 
appreciated . The coterie of women and 
men who were influenced by John Wesley 
and his doctrine of Christian perfection 
expressed a theological perspecti ve for the 
women 's rights movement as the cu lm ina
tion of New Testament teachings and 
demonstrated a charismatic and egalitari
an concept of leadership and ministry . 
Mary Bo sanquet Fle tc her and Sarah 
Crosby, associates of Wesley , bequeathed 
to Barbara Heck and Phoebe Palmer, on 
th is side of the Atlantic , a passion for 
preaching and the beginning of new places 
of Christian service in benevolent, mis
sionary, temperance, reform, and Sunday 
School societies . It is no accident that a 
later day Frances Willard , influenced by 

thi s tradition of sanctification and holiness 
(which the authors po int out is " always an 
implicit critique of the status quo and is 
thus intrinsically reformist, even revolu
tionary"), would become a leader in both 
the temperance and the women 's suffrage 
movements. 

But while names like these may be 
vaguely familiar to United Methodists, the 
book covers a host of " unknowns" in the 
ecumenical Church whom we ought to 
claim as also part of our " family". Of 
particular interest is the chapter on Quaker 
women. As the miss ion study on " Human 
Rights" begins to engage our churches, 
heroic stories of women in England and the 
colonies who suffered for their faith and the 
freedom of conscience need to stand 
beside our contemporar ies, the Rev. Cho 
Wha Soon of Korea and Sally Motlana of 
South Africa . Constant confrontations with 
local ministers and civ i I authorities marked 
their commitment to justice. Margaret and 
George Fox, Elizabeth Hooton , and Mary 
Dyer (who went to the scaffo ld in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony) modeled mu
tual relationships in marriage and autono-

mous decision-maki ng for women. As the 
author states, " What these Quakers pos
sessed was a sense that they were parti ci
pating in the creation of a new order." 

Others may not have been so conscious 
of thei r history-making, but we are no less 
i'n their debt. Remarkable women were 
leaders of congregations, prophets in ea rly 
Christianity , and innovators in the forma
tion of monastic life, but only a fraction of 
the ri ch trad iti ons about significa nt women 
and the ir contributions to the Church have 
emerged from the selectivity of those who 
rewrote our hi story. 

We, now, are called to be engaged in 
hi story-shap i ng as we highlight the 
" church mothers" whose role in the ir 
times and places make us " sisters" today. 
This book, and the Women 's H istory 
Project of the Comm ission on Archives and 
History of our own chu rch, will go a long 
way toward making that process accessible. 

Jeanne Audrey Powers 

Rev. Jeane Audrey Powers is Assistant 
General Secretary, Ecumenical and lnter
religious Concerns Division, BOGM. 

world service provides the drive. 
It puts United Methodist ministries 
of love to worl~ : D Ministering 
to thousands of persons in the 
United States and around the 
world D Providing programs 
of education, evangelism, wor
ship and stewardship D Giving 
voice to social and minority con
cerns D Spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

For more information 
on World Service wri te: 

Our Current World Service 
goal is $24,980.00. 

Any lesser amount limits 
our ministries of love. 
Worl~ to see that your 
church accepts its full 

World Service asl~ing for 1980! 

United Methodist Communications 
1200 Davis St .. Evanston. Ill. 60201 . 
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LETTERS 

"THE WITNESSING PRESIDENT" 
I am disappointed and dismayed at the 

editorial , " The Witnessing President", in 
the September 1979 issue of New World 
Outlook. 

In this day when not only the world , but 
The Methodist Church is facing crucial 
problems; church school attendance at a 
low level ; many of our young adult 
members turning away from the church ; 
need for more comforting local church 
groups, etc. , surely we can hope for help, 
inspiration and knowledge on this page 
rather than implied criticism of a fellow 
Christian even though he is in another 
denomination. 

Was Jesus invited to witness to the 
Samaritan woman? Did Paul wait unti l he 
was in chains to witness? Is one man really 
superior to another? Afte r the trouble-d days 
of Watergate, to many of us it is, indeed, a 
comfort to have a president that is eager to 
witness for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lottie B. McCracken 
Russe ll ville, AR 

" The kettle quite frequently cal Is the pot 
black." 

Unless you have more information than 
was given in the short editorial " The 
Witnessing President", your ed itoria I criti
cal of the Pres ident's witnessing is as fa r if 
not farther out of line than you say the 
President's wi tnessing was . 

The congregations I have served and am 
serving wi ll tell you that I am not an 
evangelistic zealot. I've had one profes
siona l evangelistic team in a congregation I 
serve, one ti me in more than 40 years. But 
as a human being I know there comes a 
time w hen one feels to be true to himself 
and the God he loves and serves he needs 
to speak. 

Most of us feel that Billy Graham 
followed your attitude of mind w ith 
Richard Nixon when he should have been 
a prophet. Of course, the two incidents are 
not identical nor para I lel , but there is a 
common thread . Persons in hi gh places 
also need to be reminded of their human 
needs. I would to God we had a few more 
not afraid to " li ve by their religious and 
moral beliefs." 

I would expect such an editorial from 
The New York Times or Was hington Post, 
but from New World Outlook, it is very 

distress ing. Perhaps, thi s is why The 
Un ited Methodist Church lost 83 ,000 
members last year. 

(Rev.) Vern D. Livengood 
Anthony, Kansas 

I protest your editorial about " The 
Witnessi ng Pres ident", September, 1979, 
New World Outlook. The President is a 
Christia n first. 

I live in Central Virginia , in " Baptist 
Country". My husband and I are Gideons 
and many in our local camp are Baptists. I 
have observed their Christiani ty. Their 
examples have made me more determined 
to be a Christian with a deeper commit
ment to serve the Lord and also to be as 
active a United Methodist woman in my 
church and on the Distri ct as I can be. 

Are we ashamed of the Gospel? We need 
to witness every opportunity we have. I 
applaud the President! 

Mrs. Stewart K. Brow n 
Charlottesville, VA 

I am writing to comment on your 
editorial , " W itnessi ng President" in the 
September, 1979 issue of New World 
Outlook. The title suggests ridicule . The 
closing sentence, " There are ground rules 
of evangelism we all must learn , not just 
the president," sounds smug, judgmental , 
and presumptuous. Why do you assu me 
our president used no " respect for the 
posit ion of the hearer"? You refer to Pau l 
before Agrippa. I have no doubt President 
Carter knows how to use courtesy and 
flattery as we ll as Paul. You r magazine has 
carried many artic les telling of the impris
onment, discrimination, cruelty, even tor
ture of Ch ristians and others w ho criticized 
the pol ic ies of President Park. He is 
evidently a man of intelligence and charm . 
Why shouldn't the leader of the country 
w ho has done so much for South Korea 
want to suggest to th is fearful and hungry 
man " a better way" . That he did it with 
courtesy and tact shou ld not be ques
tioned. He is a well educated , widely read, 
Christian gentleman before he is a presi
dent. I' m sure he never forgets either role . 

I liked your editorial on SALT II. If its 
passage is gained by increasi ng the mili tary 
budget-how sad ! 

Sudie C. Hicks 
Remlap, AL 

You seem to be getting hard up for 
edi tori al material. Your ed itorial on Presi
dent Carter's witnessi ng in Seoul hits a new 
low. (And the best of magazines-New 
World O utlook being one of them-have 
them. ) What is wrong with one witness ing 
to hi s faith if it mea ns somethi ng to him any 
more than bragging on his grandchildren? 
You imply that the president somehow 
tried to knock Mr. Park over the head wi th 
the Bible or in some way took adva ntage of 
him. 

Is this fair to Mr. Carter? There is a 
wholesome witness to one's faith! With 
Mr. Park' s record on human rights he could 
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ce rtai nly do with some wi tnessi ng to the 
Christian faith. Incidentally, if Mr. Carter 
sa id that he "wi tnessed" to ·Mr. Park 
concerning human rights (which certainly 
is witnessing to one's Christian faith) would 
you have criticized him? You r crit icism 
seems to be born of hostility either to Mr. 
Carter, to " born again" Christians or to 
evangel ism itself. 

William M . Pickard , Jr. 
Montgomery, Alabama 

POSTE R A DELIG HT 
It was a delight to me to see that co lorful , 

meaningful poster, as the cover of the 
September issue of New World Outlook, 
and to learn that it was submitted by my 
granddaughter, Irene Hixon Roderi ck. I 
took it to church to show off, of course. 
Irene is a young mother, has two little boys; 
one three-year-o ld and the other just 
one-year old . 

I think th is issue is great-full of good 
posters, stories and articles. I always like 
New World Outlook; it is so up-to-date. 

(Mrs .) Mae G. Hixson 
Yuca ipa, California 

YOU ARE LOOKING AT 
AN ABUSED CHILD. 

Most of the men and women in 
pri so n tod ay were abu sed as 
children . It is estimated that 
there are at leas t one million 
cases of child abuse in America 
each year. And people who were 
abused as children tend to abu se 
their own children . Child abusers 
can be helped . Find out how. 

HELP DESTROY A FAMILY 
TRADl'llON.WRITE: 

• 

National Committee for 
Prevention of Child Abuse , 
Box 2866, Chicago , Ill. 60690. 

A Publi c Service of This Magazine ,..., 
& The Advert1stng Council ~~ 
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"RAPID DISINTEGRATION" 
FOUND IN CAMBODIA 

Churches and ecumenical organizations 
have been deeply concerned over the 
pl ight of common people in Kampuchea 
(Cambod ia). There have been reports of 
widespread suffering, of starvation and 
disease, of the agony of husba nds, wives 
and children separated from one an
other-innocent victims of po litica l and 
ideological conflicts. 

The churches have kept in touch with 
international organizations which shared 
this concern, particularl y with the UNICEF 
and the International Red Cross . 

It was against this background that a 
four-member team- Rev. Robert Lee 0 . 
Longid of the Philippine Episcopal Church , 
Rev. Peter Paul van Lelyve ld of Dutch 
Inter-church Aid, and Dr. Yap Kim Hao 
and Mr. Frans Tumiwa of the Christian 
Conference of Asia (CCA) visi ted Kampu
chea fo r a period of six days, August 
14-20, 1979, as a fact-finding mi ss ion . 
The team was sponsored by the World 
Counci I of Churches and the Christi an 
Conference of Asia . 

From the beginning members of the 
team made it clear to the authorities that 
their purpose was to assess the ordinary 
needs of ordinary people and the ways in 
which these needs could, in however small 
a measure, be met through the co-opera
tion of the world Chri stian community. 
Such a c larification was necessary because 
the team was aware of the polit ical 
complexi ties involved , and its own con
cern was wholly humanitarian. 

The team was able to travel widely and 
meet many people. The team's findings 
confirmed what all of us had heard about 
the sufferings of the people. There is no 
food in the country. The who le economic 
infrastructure has been destroyed. Wh ile 
feeble attempts are be ing made to bring 
plots of land under cultivation , seeds and 
fertilizers as much as basic agricultural 
implements are in very short su pply. 

There are very few educated people left 
in the country. 

The team did not come across a si ngle 
family which had not lost one at least of its 
members-through death or disappear
ance. 

In the capital ci ty of Phnom Penh the 
buildings still stand in va ri ous degrees of 
bad repa ir, but they are empty of people. 
The streets are deserted , except for the 
army and the government personnel. 

What the team witnessed was a nation in 
the process of rapid disintegration . 

The situation of the Kampuchean people 
demands urgent human ita rian action from 
the world commu nity. 

It is our responsibility as Christian 
people to help the unfortunate people of 
th is war-ravaged cou ntry to secu re the bare 
necessities of life-food , medi c in es , 
clothes, seeds . 

Members of the team have recommend
ed to the World Council of Churches that 
an appeal for two mill ion dollars be made, 
so that the most essential items like food 
and medici nes be made available for 
immediate needs. 

(CCA NEWS) 

wee MAKES NEW GRA NT 
TO PATRIOTIC FRONT 

The Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) has approved 
a grant of $35 ,000 to the Patr iotic Front 
delegation taking part in the peace tal ks on 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia now being held in 
London . 

Funds for the grant came from the 
WCC's Special Fund to Combat Racism, 
and were allocated to help the guerrilla 
movement provide technica l staff to aid its 
delegation at the peace talks . 

Last yea r, an $85 ,000 grant to the 
Patriot ic Front from the WCC for humani
tarian purposes led to widespread criticism 
from several of the organization 's member 
Churches. Two of them, the Salvation 
Army and the Presbyterian Ch urch in 
Ireland, suspended the ir memberships in 
protest. 

This time, however, e?rl y reactions to 
the grant have been favo rable. Anglican 
Bishop Graham Leonard of Truro, En
gland, w ho chai rs the Church of England 's 
Board for Social Responsibility, has de
plored the 1978 grant on the ground that it 
would be " seen as approval by the 
Churches of the pol itics, policies and 
methods of the Patriotic Front. " But he and 
Giles Acclestone, secretary of the Board for 
Social Responsibil ity, described the new 
grant as " an entirely proper use of the funds 
of the Program to Combat Racism. " 

Bishop Leonard and Mr. Acclestone did 
not retract previous criticisms about the 
1978 grant, but said they approved of the 
new one in view of " the crucial contribu
tion the Front may be ab le to make to the 
worki ng out of a peaceful soluti on" to the 
confl ict in Zimbawe-Rhodesia. 

The new grant was also praised by two 
German Church leaders . Dr. Heinz Joa
chim Held , president of the Office for 
Fore ign Relation s of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD), said it was 
" clearly earmarked" this time, and should 
be seen as support for a peaceful solution 
of the conflict in Zimbabwe- Rhodesia. 

Describing the grant as a " genu ine task 
of the church," the di rector of the Public 
Affai rs Office of the Evangelical Church of 
Bremen, Pastor Michael Benckert, said, " It 
is correct and right for the Special Fund of 
the Program to Combat Rac ism to do 
something here that no one else does." 

Mr. Bremen declared that it is " shamefu l 
that the wee has to fall back on private 
gifts from individuals and groups for th is 
task. There could be no more meaningful 
utilization of official membersh ip contri
butions to the wee than to support 
financially a negotiated peace." 

In January, the WCC's Central Commit
tee had discussed reactions to the $85 ,000 
grant and made plans to strengthen its 
consultation process with member 
Churches w hen such grants are made in 
the future. This time, the Executive Com
mittee sent a letter to all wee member 
Churches before the $35 ,000 grant was 
announced to the news media. 

The letter explained that the costs of the 
three official delegations present in Lon
don are being paid by the British govern
ment, but that each delegation is responsi
ble fo r the costs of its own technical staff. 
" This presents particular difficulties for the 
one no n-governme ntal delegation," 
namely, the Patriotic Front, the Executive 
Committee said. 

In a sepa rate action, the WCC Executive 
Committee passed a statement on Zim
babwe-Rhodesia in which it welcomed the 
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constitutional conference in London and 
urged all parties involved to " work for a 
comprehensive settlement that would 
bring an end to the war, provide a 
constitution in which al l citizens wi II enjoy 
equal rights, and ensure an adequate and 
impartial machinery for the maintenance 
of law and order during the transitional 
period and fo r the conduct and supervision 
of elections." 

BAHA'IS RESPOND TO 
PERSECUTION REPORT 

Representatives of the Baha' i Faith in the 
United States have responded affirmatively 
to the Human Rights Commission of the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in Swit
zerland for making public a " Confidential 
Report on the State of the Baha'i Communi
ty in Iran," confirming earlier word-of
mouth reports and presenting new evi
dence of Iranian government harassment 
and persecution of Baha'is, whose more 
than 450,000 members constitute Iran 's 
largest religious minority group. 

"We are grateful that the Protestant 

Federation has released confirmatory in
formation on anti-Baha' i action by Iranian 
authorities that heretofore has gone largely 
unreported in the Western press," sa id 
Glenford E. Mitchell, secretary and spokes
man for the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha' is of the United States. 

" We earnestly support the Federation's 
urging in its report that 'the Human Rights 
Commission of the Un ited Nations be 
notified of what has happened' and for its 
invitation to the press to ' investigate and 
publicize to the world the condition of 
Baha' is in Iran .' " 

The ten-page report prepared last July 
detai Is specific areas of harassment and 
persecution by the Iranian government that 
it refers to figuratively as administrative 
strangulation, financial strangulation, and 
social and personal strangulation. The 
report cites many specific instances of 
seizure and occupation of Baha' i centers, 
homes, businesses and institutions, the 
impounding of funds and the arrest of 
individuals on what are believed to be 
trumped up charges. 

Mother may not be nearby, but attention and love surround this child 
in the new day-care faci lities of the Houchen Community Center in El 
Paso, Tex. More than 100 children, some as young as three weeks, others 
as old as 12 years, spend their days in the cheerful center while their 
mothers are at work, looking for work, attending school or enrol led in 
work-training programs. Houchen Center enables these mothers to keep 
their fami lies together with dignity and with self-esteem. A staff that is 
predominantly bilingual communicates wi th the children in English and 
Spani sh. This helps prepare them for future entry into public schools. 
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These actions have been justified by 
Iranian authorities and news r:nedia, ac
cording to the report, by labell ing the 
Baha' is va riously as " spies for the USSR, 
the USA, the UK and Israel ," as "agents of 
Zionism" and as " known torturers" for the 
former government's police establishment. 

The report also predicted that the next 
logica l step by Iranian authorities would be 
to "openly and aggressively seek the 
involuntary conversion of Baha' is to 
Islam" through such measures as " the 
freezing of personal and privately owned 
Baha' i assets or even their confiscation" 
and the " prohibition of any Baha'i gather
ing for any reason ." 

According to Heh. Rusterholz who 
released the report recently in Zurich, the 
Federation had at the beginning of July 
appealed to the Iranian authorities to grant 
religious freedom to the Baha' is in Iran . 
When the Iranian government took further 
action against the Baha' is, the Human 
Rights Commission released its confiden
tial report. 

Rusterholz's transmittal letter reported 
that " children who declare their member
ship in this (Baha' i) rel igious community 
are not admitted to school. Further, 37 
national Baha'i leaders have been put on a 
list of ·those who may not leave Iran. At 
present their sanctuaries, which are of 
international importance, are profaned 
and destroyed." 

Rusterholz also raised the issue of 
oppression of Christians. Iran's some 300,-
000 Christians, who mostly belong to 
ethnic minorities, he said, are subjected to 
" less important oppressions." Neverthe
less their hospitals have been confiscated, 
correspondence courses stopped and li
braries closed . Iranian members of the 
Episcopal Church have been affected 
most, he said. 

COMMITTEE SAYS BOGM 
SHOULD REMAIN IN N.Y. 

The Select Committee on Location of the 
Board of Global Ministries, meeting in 
Denver, Colo., Sept. 19-21 , voted to 
recommend to the 1980 General Confer
ence that headquarters of the board remain 
in New York City but that the staff be 
further decentralized across the jurisdic
tions according to distribution of United 
Method ist membership. 

The committee, comprised-of members 
and staff of the General Counci I on 
Ministries (GCOM), General Counci l on 
Finance and Administration (GCFA) and 
the Board of Global Ministries (BOGM), 
was constituted by the 1976 General 
Conference and asked to " deal with the 
specific issue of the location of (BOGM) 
and its component parts." 

The Select Committee met on several 
occasions throughout the 1977-80 quad
rennium to establish criteria and gather 
data for its decision . A corporate relocation 
consultant worked with the committee to 
establish the cost of a relocation to another 
city (Dallas, Denver, and Chicago were 
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considered) and to identify and appraise 
factors which might enable the board 
better to implement its funct ions . 

Data analysis led the committee to 
conclude that : 
1. Expenditures of non-recoverable costs 

(cost of moving) in the amount of $2.8 
million for a relocation cannot be 
justified in the light of pressing world 
needs; 

2. That other means can be found to 
involve and unite the board and Un ited 
Methodists at al I levels of the denomi
nation in global outreach efforts; 

3. That New York City provides an appro
priate setting for the historical and 
ecumenical commitment of the United 
Methodist Church to world mission . 

The board considered details of the 
recommendation at its October 1979 
meeting in Philadelphia. The board then 
will present models for further decentral
ization to the Select Committee at its next 
meeting. Some staff of the board already 
are decentralized . 

The final recommendation of the Select 
Committee will go to the General Confer
ence in April 1980 in Ind ianapolis. 

Bishop H. Ellis Finger Jr ., Knoxville, 
Tenn ., president of the General Council on 
Finance and Admin istration, is committee 
cha irperson . (UMC) 

METHODISTS ALLOT $291,591 
TO HUNGER AND DEVELOPMENT 

The Hunger Committee of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries has 
approved grants totalling $291 ,591 for 16 
projects. 

The grants, which will be financed out of 
apportioned benevolence funds , will be 
used for emergency food for victims of the 
Nicaraguan civil war, development of 
farms and industries in southern Zambia, 
and techn ical aid for poor farmers in the 
United States . 

The committee also approved an addi
tiona I 21 projects totall ing $271 , 130 
which may receive advance special funds 
if approved by the Inter-Agency Coordi
nating Committee on Hunger, the Advance 
Committee, and the General Council on 
Ministries. 

In other action, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief is seeking $100,000 
to aid vict ims of the hurricane in the 
Caribbean . 

WELTHY FISHER HONORED 
AT lOOTH BIRTHDAY FETE 

Celebrating her 1 OOth birthday at a 
formal dinner in the prestigious St. Regis 
Hotel in New York, retired United Method
ist missionary Welthy Honsinger Fisher 
said she planned to " hang around and see 
what happens in the second century." 

Among the 300 fr iends who greeted the 
d istinguished world educator were the 
consul general of India, former U.S. 
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker and Am
bassador to Nepal Carol La ise plus educa-

around to be sure I am not. " tor from the Philippines, the Netherlands 
and Canada . 

Pres ident Carter sent a greet ing signed 
" Jimmie," New York's Governor Hugh 
Carey awarded her a citation and Connect
icut Governor El la Grasso sent a letter of 
appreciation . 

" I feel like I' m in heaven already," said 
the elated honoree, " and I have to look 

It was announced that Ind ia is issu ing a 
postage stamp in Dr. Fisher's honor. There 
at the age of 73 she started a literacy 
program in which teachers, w riters and 
puppeteers were tra ined to commun icate 
to young adul ts the ro le of functional 
literacy. 

One dinner guest told United Method ist 

~ 
~ 

The December issue w ill feature a Christmas meditation tied to the present energy 
crisis, looking at the use of the term energy in the Bible, as well as some Christmas 
poems. Also related to energy consumption are a report on the recent UN Conference 
on Technology, a group of Christians seeking to live out a simpler li fe style in the State of 
Wash ington, and church-built low-cost housing in Zaire. There will also be a look at 
Laos, the overlooked third country in Indochina; the second in our series of issues from 
the BOGM Africa Task Force, another look at a M ission Issue com ing to General 
Conference, and more. 

Three Decades of 
Christian Caring and Sharing 

0 A way for you or your church to designate 
where and how your gifts will be used 0 A 
way that creates partnerships between donors 
and those who put the gifts to work 0 A way 
to be sure that 100 percent of your gift goes 
to a designated project. 

For more information about 
the 30-year-old Advance 
program write: The Advance 
Office, Room 1316, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York , N.Y. 10027 
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Communications that TV consumer affairs 
expert Betty Furness made the best speech 
of the evening. She recal led having Dr. 
Fisher on her show along with the presi
dent of the American Association of 
Retired Persons . When the latter urged 
viewers to develop hobbies, Dr. Fisher, 
then 83 , responded that her only hobby 
was adult education . Del ighted by th is 
response, Ms. Furness has been a sup
porter of the Welthy Fisher Fund of World 
Education ever since. 

Dr. Fisher visited China last year at age 
98 to see old friends such as Mme. Sun 
Yat-sen and others she had known over 70 
years ago. In 1906 Welthy Honsinger went 
to Nanchang, China, as a Method ist 
missionary to head Bao-Lin School. When 
fire destroyed the building, she returned to 
the U .S. to raise funds for a new one. 

Having trained as a singer she gave 
concerts throughout her home state of New 
York and at the Methodist church in Ithaca 
so impressed the Rev. Fred B. Fisher that he 
remembered her several years later when 
she turned up in India on a world tour . 

In 1924 she married Fred Fisher, who by 
then was serving as Methodist Bishop of 
Calcutta and Burma. A firm believer in 
indigenization , he resigned as bishop in 
1930 and returned to pastor local churches 
in Ann Arbor, Mich ., and Detroit. 

Following his death Dr. Fisher returned 

to India. At the urging of Mahatma Gandhi 
that she go to the vi llages, she started 
Literacy House first as Allahabad and then 
in Lucknow. Subsequent ly a Young Farm
ers' Institute was added and then a Family 
Life Center. The method she pioneered 
helps adults define their own needs, think 
and plan for themse lves and take action to 
improve their lives. 

In 1965 the Welthy Fisher Fund of World 
Education was established and it has 
worked in 45 countries . At present it seeks 
to raise $1 million as a centennial tribute. 
(UMC) 

The Interpreter's One Volume Commentary on the Bible 
Including the Apocrypha, with General Articles 

The IOVC is the towering achievement of seventy Roman Catholic 
Jewish, and Protestant scholars. The latest archaeological information ~nd 
technological. ad~ancements were used in the preparation of this superb 
resource, which 1s based on the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
1424 pages. The IOVC comes individually boxed. 
Edited by Charles M. Laymon. 
Regular Edition, $17.50 
Thumb-indexed Edition, $19.50 
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WORKSHOP IN DALLAS TRAINS 
PASTORS AS MISSION LEADERS 

Pastoral leadership is key to an effective 
missions program in the local church, 
agreed participants in an experimental 
workshop on " the pastor as mission 
educator" held at Munger Place UMC in 
Dallas September 25. 

The workshop, sponsored by the Edu
cation and Cultivation Division of the 
United Methodist Boa~d of Global Minis
tries, drew 30 Dallas-area pastors and 16 
resource persons, many of them represen
tatives of Dallas mission agencies. 

" The idea is to help pastors create a 
mindset for mission so that mission is an 
integral part of the congregation' s life, not 
just something tacked on," explained the 
Rev. William T. Carter, assistant general 
secretary of the division, in opening the 
workshop. " We want to involve pastors, 
not only district superintendents and mis
sionary secretaries. If this workshop suc
ceeds, we hope to have more of them." 

The thirteen-and-a-half-hour workshop 
consisted of an audio-visual presentation 
on mission today; a biblical grounding in 
mission by the Rev. John Wesley Coleman, 
pastor of Sharp Street Memorial UMC in 
Baltimore; dialogue on a working paper on 
mission education prepared by ECD; a 
missions fair and small group discussion on 
the nature of mission , " helping and 
hindering forces" in the local church, and 
ways to implement a mission program. 

The small groups affirmed that 
-The Church needs to be in mission more 
than any time in its history, globally and 
locally, receiving as well as giving. 
-God works through the Church to fulfill 
mission . 
-While the pastor provides leadership, 
he/she can' t do it alone; key allies are work 
area chairpersons on mission and United 
Methodist Women . 
-Apathy, self-indulgent lifestyles and pre
occupation with maintaining the church 
building may be obstacles, but congrega
tions properly challenged show little resis
tance to mission . 
-Mission education doesn' t just happen; 
it must be planned ; it shou Id be an integral 
part of church life, expressed regularly in 
sermons and worship as well as in special 
events. 
-Mission involvement entails education, 
giving and doing, but there are many ways 
to do it, lots of creativity within local 
congregations waiting to be loosed , and 
many resources available to congrega
tions. 
-People want " handles" for mission 
involvement and sharing them sparks 
enthusiasm. Work camps, tours of mission 
agencies, teams of speakers and mission 
fairs prove popular. 

" The workshop brightened my focus of 
what we are about , why we are about it 
and how we can be about the task," said 
one Dallas pastor at the end of the day's 
event. 

(Ellen Clark) 
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LOO~ING TOWARD GENERAL CONFERENCE 

MSSO~ SSU(S 
1. HOW MANY Ml~~IONARIE:~? 

How many American missionaries should The United Methodist Church be sending overseas? 

The Board of Global Ministries currently has about 620 missionaries on full support serving in overseas 
positions. This means that of the "mainline" denominations such as Lutherans, Episcopalians, Presby
terians, Disciples, arid American Baptists, The United Methodist Church has the largest missionary force 
and the Board of Global Ministries is the largest sending agency of any board of these denominations. 

But compared to non-mainline groups and churches the six hundred plus United Methodist missionary 
force appears to be small indeed. The Wycliffe Bible Translators, with headquarters in Huntington 
Beach, California, sends about 2700 missionaries around the world. Close behir1d is the Southern 
Baptists Foreign Mission Board, of Richmond, Virginia, which sends over 2600. Other major mission 
sending groups among Protestants are the Seventh Day Adventist General Conference, the Churches of 
Christ, the Assemblies of God, Baptist Mid-Missions, the Evangelical Alliance Mission, New Tribes 
Missions, and Christian and Missionary Alliance. In the most recent issue the Mission Handbook, pub
lished by MARC, the Mission Advanced Research and Communication Center in Monrovia, California, 
all these agencies send more missionaries than the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 

On the other hand, none of the mission sending agencies with more missionaries than the UMC have 
made the establishment of strong churches with indigenous leadership the priority that the United 
Methodist Church has made it. Few of these agencies send missionaries only on the invitation of local 
churches to work entirely under the direction of nationals. Many of the more fundamentalist churches 
still retain overseas a dichotomy between the church and the mission, whereas all the mainline 
churches have by now largely merged the mission and the church so that missionaries work in a 
colleague relationship with nationals. 

Some of the churches established by United Methodists and other mainline churches have said that if 
there are too many American missionaries working with them they will feel overwhelmed. Several 
years ago churches in Japan and Uruguay said they didn't want to receive any more missionaries for a 
while until they had a chance to assess their missionary needs. Now new missionaries are again being 
sent to those countries. 

Over the years the mainline churches have become sensitized to the issue of paternalism in mission
ary practice. Some missionary leaders fear that a new emphasis on the numbers of missionaries, rather 
than on their quality, will tend to reverse the progress made on this issue. Cited in this regard is the 
fact that the vast majority of U.S. missionaries overseas are white. 

Nonetheless, some United Methodists have in recent years looked wistfully at the large numbers of 
Southern Baptists and other missionaries and wondered if The United Methodist Church was doing its 
best to fulfill the Great Commission. Even in comparison with other mainline denominations, The 
United Methodist Church does not compare as favorably as the gross numbers indicate. The United 
Presbyterian Church sends about half as many missionaries but has less than a third of the member
ship of The United Methodist Church. 
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The Evahgelical Missions Council , the mission arm of the Good News movement, an evangelical caucus 
in The United Methodist Church, declared in August at its annual meeting in Ashland, Ohio, that it 
would help United Methodists who won't be sent by the Board of Global Ministries to gain appoint
ment through non-United Methodist agencies. The Council said it would raise funds to support them 
and also circulate lists of names to non-denominational agencies such as World Evangelical Fellowship 
and Voice of Calvary. 

Good News executive director Charles Keyser said that for several years "we have been knocking on 
the door of the BOGM and it has remained shut. This paper indicates that we will continue knocking 
and that we are now indicating some additional directions in which we will move." Good News chair
man Paul A. Mickey said, "We are committed to the United Methodist Church and just intend to in
crease our latitude." 

Rev. Avery Manchester, head of the Board's Office of Missionary Personnel is not unaware of these 
criticisms but denies that the Board has a bias against evangelical missionaries. Rather, he points to the 
"complicating circumstances of religious and political independence in host countries," as well as to 
the limited financial resources of the Board and the autonomy of the churches as reasons for the de
cline in missionary strength. Manchester also points out that many of the independent mission sending 
agencies require a candidate to raise his or her own support, whereas the mainline church agencies 
assume that responsibility themselves and simply ask the missionary to help them to do it. Therefore, 
the mainline groups have to be more concerned about budgets and commitments. 

In the midyears of this decade the Board of Global Ministries felt that the decline in missionary 
strength had gone far enough. A goal of 750 short and long term missionaries on full support was set. 
As recently as the Spring Board meeting of 1977 this 9oal was reaffirmed. But in January of this year 
at a specially called meeting of the World Division at Stony Point, New York, Rene Bideaux, a World 
Division director, presented a report of the division's Research and Development Committee that 
threw doubt on the division's ability to achieve this goal. In the light of Bideaux's report, the division 
approved a recommendation that "given the financial realities" the goal of 750 missionaries "is no 
longer realistic." 

It takes about $15,000 to support a missionary for a year (slightly more for a single missionary and 
slightly less than twice that amount for a couple). The total budget for all Persons in Mission in 1980 
is only $9.5 million, which means that support for the missionaries takes up about $9.2 million of 
that. Given an annual inflation rate of at least 10 percent it is obvious that an additional $950,000 to 
$1 million is needed each year just to maintain the same number of American personnel on the field. 

However, the "Persons in Mission" category includes an additional 450 persons on various types of 
partial support. About 200 of these are Americans, for whom the World Division might pay their 
travel expenses but their salaries would be paid by the institutions they serve. An additional 250 per
sons are nationals serving as Persons in Mission in their own or other countries with a few even coming 
to the states as missionaries to the U.S. About $300,000 of the $9.5 million of the Persons in Mission 
budget goes to partially support these Americans and nationals. 

The comparison with the full support of Americans is obvious. When these figures were presented at 
the most recent missionary conference in Allentown, Pa., one missionary said, "We don't come cheap." 
Several years ago Dr. Mortimer Arias of Bolivia noted that a U.S. church could support a Bolivian 
pastor and family for one tenth the cost of sending a U.S. family to Bolivia. 

The disparity in figures for full-support missionaries and for partially supported nationals and Ameri
cans does not mean that the missionaries are living well or are being paid too much. The actual cash 
sa lary missionaries receive is just over 50 percent of what it costs to keep them on the field. Non-salary 
costs include insurance, furlough travel, education for children, medical expenses and American taxes. 
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(Additionally, the United Methodist Committee On Relief acts as a conduit for about 550 Americans 
each year who go overseas, most often to Haiti, on short term volunteer projects last ing from two 
weeks to several mont hs. However, in all but a few rare instances their way is not pa id by UMCOR .) 

In addition to the support for national "pi::rsons in mission," the division also budgets in 1980 $2.8 
million for church and agency support. These are programs and projects run by overseas Un ited 
Methodist churches or churches to which t he UMC is related. 

The question before the World Division has been clear. In a time of rising inflation and limited re
sources should the division's priority be to give more emphasis to increasing the American missionary 
force or to give greater support to the programs and projects of colleague churches. At its specia l meet
ing at Stony Point in January the division opted for the latter approach. 

The exact wording of the recommendation was that the World Division " attempt to mainta in or in
crease the present level of program (other than missionary) support, and that it accelerate the use of 
new models of missionary support and of Persons in Mission service." The minutes of the meeting note 
that the implications of this action were that World Division staff and missionaries, rather than co l
league churches, "are vulnerable to the consequences of the present financial situation. " 

Says World Division director Dr. Richard Tholin, of Evanston, Illinois, " If I have only $10 to spend 
the priority has to be the support for the national churches," He believes that the missionary support 
will come because it is relatively easy to "personalize" the work of the missionaries, but it is much 
harder to personalize the work of the national churches whose leaders Americans rarely see. "There is 
no doubt the priority has to be the national church," he says, " and we have decided that." 

Tholin also believes we should not be thinking in terms of the numbers of missionaries but of what 
and where the needs are. " The number of missionaries is the wrong figure," he believes, " we should 
also include the persons in mission , for they should be considered too. " He wants to include the 
number of persons in mission, which would bring the United Me hodist missionary force figure t o the 
neighborhood of 1100, even though the actual number of Pl M 's is " fudgeable. " 

Over the last year or so a number of United Methodist missionaries have been looking at the same 
figures Tholin and the other World Division directors have been looking at, but have come up w ith a 
slightly different conclusion. "We are deeply concerned about these projected budget cuts," says 
Dr. Anthony Fadely, a missionary in Liberia who has spent the last year on furlough at Perki ns School 
of Theology in Dallas, "and we believe we can turn this thing around and generate new money from 
the churches for the support of the total missionary program." 

Fadely has been an active participant in the Mobilizing for Mission Task Force, a group of United 
Methodist missionaries which believes that millions of dollars for mission are being currently drawn 
out of United Methodist churches by non-United Methodist missionaries or by non-United Methodist 
mission agencies who send Methodist missionaries. If BOGM-related United Methodist missionaries 
did a better job of telling their story and were a bit bolder in asking for financial support "the money · 
would be there," says Fadely. He notes that out of 38,000 churches only 15,000 support Advance 
specials and less than 2500 participate in the missionary support program. " Only 6 out of 100 churches 
support any missionary or person in mission, so that means 94 churches could be approached," he says. 

The Mobilization for Mission people, officially related to both the World and Education and Cultivation 
Divisions and known as "Mob" for short, emphasize that they are not against support for the national 
church programs or for persons in mission nationals. They see th is as a " both-and " situati on, not an 
"either-or" problem. "The growth of the persons in mission program is a joy we should all celebrate," 
says Fadely. "But at the same time there are requests for missionaries from the national churches and 
as long as we are getting those requests we should respond to that." 
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As the Mobilization for Mission people see it, the World Division will only complicate its financial 
problems even more by putting a ceiling on the number of missionaries it will support. The fewer 
the missionaries, the less the support, and an ever downward spiral. "We need to step out on faith," 
says Fadely, "and challenge the Church with the requests coming from overseas for more missionaries." 

World Division associate general secretary Lois Miller agrees that "we ought to step out in faith" but 
she adds that "I am also aware of realities." She told the missionaries at this year's furloughed mission
ary conference that these realities include the decreasing value of the dollar, high rates of inflation, 
and an escalating cost of living in countries with large numbers of missionaries, such as Zaire and 
Japan. "The funds just do not seem to be there for a dramatic increase in missionaries," she said. 

One missionary who agrees with the World Division directors is David Williams, Jr., who serves in 
Papua New Gu inea. Like the "Mob" missionaries, Williams affirms that the situation is not "either-or" 
but "both-and" - that we have a commitment to both missionaries and national church programs. 
"While the sharing of a human being is a precious symbolic and practical act," he says, "the giving 
of funds to support a national person in mission is also a preciously affirming act." But in a time of 
financial crisis, the program items in the budget must be protected, he says. "From my point of 
view as a missionary involved in Christian Rural Mission, some of the most creative and redemptive 
things we do as a division are through the program items. We must protect them ." 

Williams also believes the World Division has not only a U.S.A. constituency but also an overseas con
stituency of churches and other Christian groups. "We must be as faithful as possible to all of these 
constituencies." he says. 

However, a rough and unscientific sampling of missionaries at this year's conference showed Williams's 
views to be in a minority. Most felt that what the Mobilization for Mission Task Force was saying 
needed to be said. Said Dr. Hugh Frazer, who is returning after some years absence to Zaire, "There is 
money to support more missionaries out there. The question is, do we really want and need more 
persons in mission? Do I want to be able to make a plea for some young person in my congregation 
to be in mission?" 

Both the World Division directors and the Mobilization for Mission agree that more should be done to 
communicate the vitality and breadth of the United Methodist mission program and to challenge local 
UM churches more boldly with the financial situation of their Church's mission outreach and the need 
to support World Service and the Women's Division Pledge to Missions. The Mobilization for Mission 
believes that challenge cannot be made very easily if it appears the World Division is retrenching on 
missionary support. The World Division directors emphasize their responsibilities to practice good 
stewardship and not to hire personnel when the money does not exist to support them. 
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Make This Christmas 
More Beautiful 

The Trees of Christmas 
No book can more easily get you into the 

Christmas spirit than this one! And now, it's available 
in an inexpensive paperback edition (in addition to 
the cloth edition). The Trees of Christmas is a visual 
delight with its beautiful full-color photographs of 23 
different trees from around the world. There are 
easy-to-follow instructions for making the exotic 
ornaments that adorn them. $6.95, paper; $8.95,cloth 

Christmas Crafts for Everyone 
Evelyn Coskey tells about Advent wreaths, 

creches, molded string cages---you name it, and it's in 
here! The step-by-step instructions are easy to follow 
with Roy Wallace ' s helpful line drawings. $8.95 

The Grandmother's Book 
Joan Lowery Nixon shares the special joys of 

grandmothers with grandbabies---and their very special 
relationship with God. $5. 95 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible (Deluxe Edition) 

The Deluxe Edition of the incomparable Strong's 
Concordance features a durable leather-look binding 
with a matching slip case and ribbon book marks. No 
oth~r concordance matches this one! $29.95 

Abingdon Bible Handbook 
Edward P. Blair shares a wealth of information on, 

and interpretation of, the Scriptures in this 
indispensible volume. One of the most popular 
resources of its kind! $15.95 

Bah! Humbug? 
Loma Balian tells the delightful story of Margie, 

who stands up to her big brother's persistent nagging 
that there is no Santa. The perfect children's gift. 
$8.95 
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Letters to Karen 
Charlie W. Shedd shares some very special letters 

of advice to his soon-to-be-wed daughter. Both parent 
and daughter should derive much from this popular 
book. $8.95 (boxed gift edition) 

The Will of God 
Leslie D. Weatherhead's well-known work is for 

anyone who seriously desires to know God's plan for 
his or her life. $4. 95 (gift edition) 

The Mature Heart 
Helen B. Emmons shares 150 meditations that 

will provide spiritual refreshment for every day. $6.95 
(large print) 

Bless This Mess and Other Prayers 
Jo Carr and Imogene Sorley cover everything from 

the home to the community with these prayers. The 
humor and the insight of the authors will sustain you 
year after year. $4. 95 

Choose to Win! 
Ernst G. Schmidt, in a challenging book, details 

what he calls the "opportunity attitude," which can 
make you a "winner" in life! $6. 95 
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