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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

May, 1979 

Zimbabwe. A grant by BOGM's World Division of $4,000 to an information office 
in New York of the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) has not been supported 
by the division's own president, Bishop Roy C. Nichols, of Pittsburgh. The 
bishop told members of the executive committee of Good News that he would not . 
have supported giving the grant if he had been present when the decision was 
made 11 because it seemed to symbolize a specific political choice while ignoring 
both Nkomo and Muzorewa. 11 Rev. Isaac Bivens, coordinator of the Africa Regional 
team which made the grant, said the grant was not an attempt to identify with 
any political ideology but that 11 we think there is a need to hear from all sides 
what is going on in Zimbabwe. 11 ZANU is half of the liberation m0vement known as 
the ~atriotic Front and is headed by Robert Mugabe. 

Designated Taxes? A new bill introduced in the Senate by Senators Mark Hatfield 
(R.-Ore.) and Mike Gravel (D.-Alaska) would give taxpayers conscientiously op
posed to war the option of channeling their taxes to non-military purposes. The 
bill is said to have little chance of passage, but it does indicate a growing 
sensitivity in the Senate to pacifistic sentiment in the nation. The measure 
would set up a World Peace Tax Fund to receive that portion of the funds tax
payers would shunt from defense appropriations. It would not lower total tax 
payments. 

Zaire. Methodist missionary Stanley Ridgway and a Peace Corps volunteer were 
seriously injured, and an African woman was killed, when a United Methodist plane 
piloted by Mr. Ridgway crashed in Kasaji in southwest Zaire on March 23rd. Four 

. other passengers received first-degree burns. Ridgway has apparently suffered a 
fracture to a spinal vertebrae. He had been flying hundreds of hours in support 
of the local community. The airstrip at Kasaji was in poor condition because of 
heavy rains, but by the time Ridgway discovered the situation he had descended 
too far to regain altitude. According to one report, Ridgway took heroic steps 
to aid his passengers to escape from the burning plane, probably compounding his 
injuries. The 29-year-old pilot went to Lubumbashi with his wife, Linda, in 
June 1978 on a two-year contract . 

Personalia. The Rev. Cho Wha Soon, a Methodist minister in Korea who has been 
involved in urban industrial mission work, has been sentenced to five years in 
prison. She had played an active role in protesting the firing in February, 1978, 
of 126 women workers of the Dong-il Textile Company in Inchon City .. . . Thomas ~ 
Bangura was elected bishop of the United Methodist Church of Sierra Leone, suc
ceeding Bishop Benjamin A. Carew, who is retiring .... David E. Osborne, of San 
Jose, California, a former editor of Pacific News Service, has been named direc-



tor of newspaper services for the National Council of Churches .... The Rev. Kang_ 
Won Yong, a Pres byteri an minister who heads the Korean Christian Academy in 
Seoul, Korea, was rel eased in late March after five days in jail but was told 
to remain at home fo r poss ible further questioning by the Korean CIA . ... Bishop 
Armando Rodrig uez , head of the 2,500 member Methodist Church of Cuba, and the 
Rev. Luis F. Pa l omo, president of the Evangelical Methodist Church of Costa Rica, 
have been r e- el ected l eaders of their churches. Mr. Palomo had previously said 
he would not run bu t changed his mind on the morning of the election saying if 
he were chosen he wou l d consider it the will of God .... The Rev. Joe E. Walker, 
who fo r ten yea r s has headed the section of Cultivation in the Education and 
Culti vat i on Divis ion of BOGM, has resigned to take a suburban pastoral appoint
ment in the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference. During his period the Advance pro
gram doubl ed i ts i ncome ... . Ms. Constance Hawkins, who is from Chicago where she 
is a member of St. Marks UM Church, is the new executive secretary of the Cru
sade Scholarsh i p ColT1l1 i ttee . She was formerly a career guidance specialist at 
For t Stei l acoom Community College in Tacoma, Washington . 

Ter ror i sm. Pope John Paul II has spoken out on the new wave of terrorism and 
viol ence that has gripped Italy, saying that ''new methods, new patterns· of be
havi or must be found to guarantee the safety of every person , and not just that 
of the Pope." He said the perpetrators are "faceless individuals, unknown per
sons prompted by da r k forces . " Since January l of this year, 859 terrorist bomb
ings, shootings, and acts of sabotage have occurred in Italy, taking the lives 
of 15 per sons , injuring 83, and causing extensive property damage. The Pope 
sa id that vi olence and terrorism should be combatted by efforts to eradicate the 
socia l evils that "encourage" such actions. "One must ask oneself whether the 
t umultuous and rapid social progress that has not bridged the gap between the 
cl asses, that has not justly distributed work and well-being, that has not 
sol ved the problem of poor people - one must ask oneself whether all this has 
not gi ven rise to a distorted vision of life, all too far detached from the moral 
and sp ir itual values of man . " The words were in an essay contributed to a new 
book, "The Pope With the Human Face." In a recent homily, the Pope also lent his 
support to rights for children and the program of the International Year of the 
Child . 

Most Influentia l ? U.S . News and World Report magazine listed Fr. Theodore M. 
Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame, as the most influential person in religion in 
Ameri ca, ahead of Billy Graham, who was first last year, and William P. Thompson, 
immediate past president of the National Council of Churches (incorrectly listed 
as president by the magazine). Cardinal Cooke, of New York, and professor/writer/ 
l ectu rer Marti n Marty tied for fourth. "Organized religion," ranked a lowly 26th 
among "ins ti tutions that wield the most influence," way behind television, labor 
uni ons, and public opinion polls, but one notch ahead of the Republican Party. 

Deaths . Mrs . Henry 'j__. Lacy, who was a missionary in China for 38 years, died on 
Apr il 10th . Her son, Henry Lacy, is BOGM's World Division executive secretary 
for Southeas t As ia and the South Pacific .. .. Mrs. Margaret !i_. Kitchen, a mission
ary in Japa n fo r 25 years, died suddenly on February 4th at the age of 47 while 
on a retrea t wi th faculty and students of Aoyama Gakuin Women's Jr. College where 
she was an assi stant professor. Cause of her death was a blood clot in her leg. 



Handicapped. June 24th has been designated "Access Sunday" to focus the atten
tion of congregations on the handicapped in their midst and on thei r contribu
tions to the life of the Church .... A third annual meeting of the United Methodist 
Congress of the Deaf will be held at the First United Methodist Church of Little 
Rock~ Arkansas, July 30-August 1. 

Disasters. Tornados in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas, floods in Mississippi~ a 
volcano eruption in the Caribbean, plus major earthquakes in Yugoslavia and Al
bania have amounted to an "unprecedented" series of natural di .sasters, according 
to the United Methodist Committee on Relief. The Rev. J.W . Leggett, Jr., UMCOR 
disaster coordinator for the Mississippi Annual Conference, said 125 families in 
Christ Church in Jackson are believed to have lost their homes, and a similar 
number of families in the 2,500-member Galloway Church. According to Church 
World Service, the earthquake in Yugoslavia left 80,000 persons home l ess. And 
on the Caribbean island of St. Vincent, 22,000 people have been evacuated. UMCOR 
has authorized a $20,000 airlift of 5,000 blankets for the Yugoslavia earthquake 
victims, and sent checks of $2,000 each to Jackson and St. Vincent, with more to 
come. Over 200 volunteers are at work in Wichita Falls, hardest hit of the 
towns in "tornado ailey. 11 A church-wide appeal for $1 million has been issued 
by the UM Council of Bishops and the General Council of Finance and Administra
tiqn to aid victims of these disasters. The appeal earmarks $400,000 for the 
tornado victims, $50,000 for victims of the volcanic eruption, $70,000 for the 
Yugoslavian earthquake victims, and $80,000 for famine relief in Uganda and 
Kenya, and $400,000 for American flood victims. The last emergency appeal was 
in 1976 following the earthquake in Guatemala. 

Orthodoxy. The ancient center of ea stern Orthodoxy in Istanbul, Turkey, has 
protested what it claims are harassment, taxation and oppression by the Turkish 
Government. Specifically, the Ecumenical Patriarch, Demetri os I, has protested 
the expropriation of five churches, prohibition of legal representation, the 
abolishment of governing boards of chu rch institutions, and "unjust" real estate 
taxes. The Patriarch has called on the Turkish prime minister Bulent Ecevit to 
"intercede" so that the "illegal activities, which surpassed any undertaken by 
the Ottoman Empire, may be brought to an end. 11 

India. The Indian parliament is currently debating a bill which, if passed, 
would seem to make it virtually impossible to engage in any kind of evangeliza
tion in India. The bill provides that no person shall attempt to convert an
other by the use of force or by inducement or deceit or by any fraudulent means . 
Such a wide interpretation is given to 11 force 11 and "inducement," including the 
"threat of divine displeasure," that the intent appears to be to prohibit any 
and all conversions . The entire Christian community is against the bill and 
peaceful demonstrations have taken place in many cities and towns. One of the 
outspoken opponents of the measure is Mother Teresa, who has urged the parl ia
ment "riot to destroy the freedom our country and people have had to serve and 
love God according to their conscience and belief." 



Rhodesia Election. As we go to press, it appears that United Methodist bishop 
Abel Muzorewa has won the election in Rhodesia by a wide margin and in a voter 
turnout in the neighborhood of 60 percent. However, the Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, 
Bishop Muzorewa's major opponent, immediately denounced the voting as fraudulent 
and said his party would refuse to accept the result. Before the Sithole state
ment, which came as a bombshell to the government, the assessment of numerous 
neutral foreign observers was that despite a few irregularities the election was 
generally free and fair and the turnout significant. A delegation from the New 
York-based organization called Freedom House, which included black civil rights 
leader Bayard Rustin and longtime liberal activist Allard Lowenstein, in an in
terim report gave the election generally high marks, saying "In a world in which 
peaceful change does not and cannot occur all at once, this election is a useful 
and creditable step toward the establishment of a free society in Zimbabwe
Rhodesia." The Freedom House delegation had visited 60 pollingstations and made 
more than 600 interviews. But the Rev. George Houser, a United Methodist minis
ter who is executive director of the American Committee on Africa and has fol
lowed African affairs for over 25 years, told New World Outlook it was a mistake 
to evaluate the election on the basis of turnout, for on that basis elections in 
Communist countries would be the most credible, and that it would also be a mis
take for the United States to cut off its options by withdrawing sanctions on 
Rhodesia. Ending sanctions, he said, would not strengthen the Muzorewa govern
ment and would alienate member states of the Organization of African Unity. 

Sermons. Dr. Harold Bryson, a Southern Baptist preaching professor, says that 
preaching "must be an interchange with an audience, not standing before people 
performing, seeking the right gestures, posture and voice tone." Speaking be
fore 200 pastors, Bryson said, "You need to read and study the Bible and visit 
and listen to the people. It's not easy, it's hard work, but when I have a devo
tion time sermons come easier. Changing churches with the same sermon is 
cheating." 

Mission to America. Anglican Bishop Festa Kivengere of Uganda spoke to an esti
mated 3,500 people at a week-long series of revival meetings in the Episcopal 
diocese of Massachusetts and at the end of one meeting led the congregation out 
into Boston's Copley Square singing "Joy to the World." Organizer of the revi
val, the Rev. Jurgen Liias, said "We pray this will not just be an emotional ex
perience or an encounter with a great man, but that the fires of renewal will be 
set in the life of our Church as a result of hearing the word of God .... The aver
age parish here has very little fire and vigor. But in Uganda, under bitter 
opposition, the churches are growing by leaps and bounds." Bishop Kivengere told 
his audience that the renewal mission in Massachusetts "has but one reason: to 
make sure that Jesus, your king, your priest and your friend has made his home 
in your heart." 

Christians and Politics. The Hon. George Thomas, a British Methodist lay 
preacher who is speaker of the House of Commons, told the Council of Bishops in 
Boston that he went into politics because he ''wanted to make this world look 
more like God's world" and that one of the duties of church leaders is "to guide 
those whose hearts have been warmed by the love of Christ into avenues of public 
service ... . " 

A 
I 

dai 
ly I 
arc 
to 
bal 
pre 
on 
ba1 
Ke1 
wh 
be 
Ch 
rer 
pro 
tan 
the 
div 
cer 
an 

I 
era 
ma 
Un 
effc 
rec 
imr 
ev1 
"si 
ana 

I 
Wo 
pa 
(co 
Wa! 

refe 
alsc 
de

1 
and 
sig~ 
c 

son 
uou 
Cht 
baR 
req 
ti an 
pa 
Chu 
adn 

T 
ecu 
exi1 
stat\ 



~ EDITORIALSbJ 
A Statement on Baptism 

It is qu ite probable that your local 
daily newspaper has reported frequent
ly enough on the controversy revolving 
around the World Council 's Programme 
to Combat Racism grant to the Zim
babwe Patriotic Front. It is also quite 
probable that your paper did not report 
on a World Council consultation on 
baptism in early April in Louisville, 
Kentucky. But fifty years from now, 
when not one person in a hundred will 
be able to discuss the $85,000 grant, 
Christians may well have cause to 
remember with thanksgiving the 
progress made by thirty-three Protes
tant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
theologians on a subject which has 
divided the Church since the 16th 
century. One scholar called the meeting 
an " important breakthrough." 

Similarly significant, but also gen
erally unnoticed, progress has been 
made by the Consultation on Church 
Union, an eighteen year old American 
effort, in a document on a mutually 
recognized ministry. We believe it is 
important for Christians to know that not 
everything the daily press says is 
" significant" is of lasting importance, 
and much that is important is missed. 

In their agreement on baptism, the 
World Council consultation partici
pants agreed that believers baptism 
(commonly thought of as adult baptism) 
was the most common baptismal rite 
referred to in the New Testament. But it 
also recognized that infant baptism has 
developed within the Christiiln tradition 
and witnesses to valid Christian in
sights. 

Other agreements were that the per
sonal faith of the recipient and contin
uous participation in the life of the 
Church are essential for the full fruit of 
baptism. And both forms of baptism 
require a responsible attitude to Chri s
tian nurture. All agreed, as do the 
participants in the Consultation on 
Church Union, that baptism is to be 
administered but once to each person. 

The continuing real importance of the 
ecumenical movement and its cause for 
existence is demonstrated more fully in 
statements such as that on baptism than 
on certain more highly publicized 
actions. 

The Ubiquity of Oppression 
The terms " oppression" and " rac

ism" are so often linked these days in 
many parts of the world that it is easy to 
forget how often the oppressors and the 
oppressed are of the same race. For 
years some of the worst oppression that 
has gone on anywhere has been that of 
the Ugandan dictator ldi Amin against 
his own people. We may never know 
the full number of Ugandans murdered, 
imprisoned, tortured and exiled by 
Amin , but the figures are well into the 
hundreds of thousands in a population 
which oncf:! numbered 11 million . 

Now Amin is gone and the world has 
President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania to 
thank for it, as well as a small group of 
Ugandan exiles who called themselves 
the Front for National Salvation . While 
the other leaders of Black Africa were 
publicly embarrassed by Amin and 
privately wished his downfall , only 
Nyerere prepared to do someth ing 
about it. After Amin made the mistake of 
attacking Tanzania, Nyerere had all the 
excuse he needed to do what no other 
African president had ever done-
mount open warfare against another 
African government. And perhaps only 
Nyerere, who has a reputation for 
integrity and personal thrift, could have 
commanded the respect to get away 
with his invasion. 

At the end Amin's government was 
defended almost solely by soldiers of 
Mu' am mar al Qadhafi of Libya, who, of 
course, are not black Africans . We 
hope, but do not expect, the next 
speech denouncing colonialism and 
imperialism in Africa will give Mr. 
Qadhafi his due. 

Iran is another country where there 
has been much talk lately about op
pression . Unfortunately, it does appear 
that those who hoped oppression would 
end with the overthrow of the Pahlevi 
dynasty were sadly mistaken . The kan
geroo courts and summary executions 
being carried out now aga inst former 
members of the government must cer
tainly be disillusioning to many Iran ians 
who hoped for a new day in human 
rights . For now Iran appears to have 
fallen out of a ditch and into a rut. So far, 
there are more parallels to be found with 
the French revolution, and its bloody 

re ign of terror, than w ith what one might 
expect from a revolution guided by 
Islamic principles of respect for human 
dignity. The Nobel prize winning orga
nization known as Amnesty Interna
tional was foremost among groups 
which blew the whistle on the Shah's 
numerous violations of human rights; 
Amnesty International has shown its 
impartiality by doing the same to the 
present government by revolutionary 
" committees" . We hope for a speedy 
end to these travesties of justice so that 
Iran can get on w ith build ing a new land 
of the lion and the sun . 

School Prayers ... Again 
Here's a question for you. What do 

Iran's Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and 
more than half of the U. S. Senate have 
in common? Give up? They all believe 
that the separation of religion and state 
is an idea whose time is past. 

That harsh conclus ion is the only one 
we can come to after hearing that more 
than half of the members of the U S. 
Seriate have gone along with North 
Carolina's Senator Jesse Helms's at
tempt to restore prayers in the public 
schools. For a long time we have 
believed in the old tru ism that if the Bill 
of Rights were put up for a vote by the 
general public it would be overwhelm
ingly defeated . Now it looks as though 
not even the Senate would pass it. 

When the Supreme Court acted on 
school prayers it did a big favor both to 
public schools and to prayer. It d id a big 
favor to schools by en sur i ng that 
America's single most cherished free
dom, the separation of church and state, 
would not be contradicted in its single 
most cherished institution , the local 
public school. It also did a big favor to 
prayer by implying that prayer is not a 
" tool " of the state, or someth ing for 
public show, or a way to manipulate 
people, but a personal communion w ith 
Almighty God. That concept does not 
survive long when prayer is used-for a 
multitude of reasons, includ ing getting 
the kids quiet-in the school classroom . 

One of the good old fashioned ways 
of deciding ethical questions was to ask: 
What would Jesus do. For our part, we 
find it hard to bel ieve that a Man who 
decried showy publ ic prayers and urged 
people to enter a closet and pray in 
secret " to their Father who sees in 
secret" would be on the front line of 
Jesse Helms's misgu ided crusade. 



PUEBLA: 

The Catholic Church holds a 
unique position in Latin Ameri 
ca . It is at once spiritual commu

nity, cultural institution and political 
entity. For better or for worse, it has 
exercised considerable political 
power since the days when the first 
missionaries accompanied the first 
conquistadores four centuries ago. For 
many television viewers throughout 
the world, the church's position and 
influence were evidenced by the 
tumultuous reception accorded Pope 
John Paul II when he journeyed to 
Mexico to inaugurate CELAM Ill, the 
th ird general conference of the Latin 
American Catholic bishops. Millions 
of Mexicans of all social classes were 
seen lining the streets and filling the 
churches in order to see, to hear or to 
be blessed by el Papa . Many of the 
nation's poor, seeking spiritual solace 
or concrete material or political assis

tance from the church, gathered to 
hear how the pope addressed their 
condition of misery. 

The pope was visibly moved by his 
reception . He was also especially 
concerned to influence the direction 
and outcome of the deliberations of 
bishops from a continent whose Cath
lic population represented nearly half 
of the church 's global membership. 
He realized that because of the 
church ' s social position in Latin 
America, CELAM Ill would be more 
than a hierarchical reunion to discuss 
church dogma. Potentially, the Puebla 
Conference cou Id influence Latin 
American social and political institu
tions and the Catholic and Protestant 
churches throughout the world . 



E POPE AND THE POOR John 
Hart 

The Continent of the Poor 

Conditions in the Latin American 
social context cried out for some 
response from the Catholic bishops 
assembled at Puebla . The vast majority 
of the subcontinent's citizens lived in 
extreme poverty and deprivat ion , 
lacking adequate food , housing, 
clothing, medical care and employ
ment. Children died slowly from 
starvation and their protesting parents 
died quickly from torture and assassi 
nation, all victims of the institution
alized violence created by and sup
portive of economic elites and military 
juntas. To this violence revolution
aries and terrorists responded with the 
counterviolence of armed insurrec
tion. And in this violent situation a 
divided church struggled on behalf of 
one group or another, or by its silence 
affirmed the status quo. 

The 1968 Medellin bishops' confer
ence (CELAM II) had responded to this 
situation in its documents about and 
later commitments to the continent's 
oppressed . But a growing conservative 
trend among Latin American bishops 
had given rise to the question : Would 
the church hierarchy assembled for 
CELAM Ill in Puebla reaffirm its 
prophetic Medellin stance or retreat 
from it? Conservatives such as the 
Conference's Genera I Secretary, Arch
bishop Alfonso Lopez Trujillo of Co
lombia, pushed a preparatory docu
ment that basically represented a 
retreat from Medellin. Progress ives, 
such as Conference Co-President Car
dinal Aloisio Lorscheider of Brazil , 
rejected most of that working docu
ment and advocated Medellin and the 

present Latin American situation as the 
starting points for the Puebla meeting. 
This conflict between the major groups 
of bishops-which boiled down to a 
confl ict over the extent to which the 
bishops would support the struggles of 
the poor for social justice-set the 
stage for Pope John Paul 's visit to 
Mexico. 

The Pope of the Poor 

On several occasions after his elec
tion to the See of Peter, John Paul II had 
expressed his particular concern for 
the pl ight of the world's poor. During 
his travels in Mexico he reiterated this 
concern, to such an extent that not 
even the most conservative or exclu
sively "spiritually oriented" bishops 
could deny the pope's advocacy ro le 
on behalf of the oppressed. 

The pope's address to the bishops at 
the opening session of CELAM 111 , 
although ambiguous on several 
points, reemphasized his advocacy of 
the rights of the poor. He stated that the 
conference " w ill have to take as its 
point of departure the conclusions of 
Medellin," while avoiding the " incor
rect interpretations" of Medellin made 
by some. He affirmed the necess ity of 
the church's mission " to consider man 
in the entirety of his being," citing the 
parable of the Good Samaritan and the 
Lord's statement that " in the final 
analysis he will identify himself with 
the disinherited-the sick, the impri 
soned, the hungry, the lonely-w ho 
have been given a helping hand" 
(Mqtthew 25 :31 ff) . In an implied 
reference to the theme of CELAM 111, 
he went on to say that " The church has 

learned in these and other pages of the 
Gospel (Cf. Mark 6:35-44) that her 
evangelizing mission has as an essen
tial part action for justice and the tasks 
of the advancement of man . . . " 

"Potentially, the 

Puebla Conference 

could influence 

Latin American 

social and political 

institutions and 

the Catholic and 

Protestant churches 

throughout the world." 

Evangelization could therefore not be 
seen as a process of preaching a 
" spiritual " Gospel divorced from the 
concrete life of present and potential 
Christians. The chu rch was to be 
concerned about the whole person, 
just as Jesus had been, as evidenced by 
Gospel texts. 
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Property and the "Social Mortgage" 

In one of the most frequently quoted 
passages of the address, Pope John 
Pau I declared that " private property 
involves a social obligation ." The 
more literal translation of hipoteca 
social would be " social mortgage." 
Either expression directly links the 
pope's teaching to traditional Catholic 
theory developed centuries earlier by 
St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274). The 
latter stated that " whatever people 
have in superabundance is due, by 
natural law, to the purpose of succor
ing the poor." For Thomas, Christians 
were to be stewards of w hat was 
ultimately God 's property-the earth 
and all in or on it. Hence, "in cases of 
need all things are common property, 
so that there wou Id seem to be no si n in 
taking another's property, for need has 
made it common. " The link between 
Aquinas and John Paul lies then in the 
" mortgage" character of private prop
erty. Both saw private property as a 
right and as a necessity in human 
interaction. But both equally believed 
that it simultaneously involved social 
responsib i lity, in effect bei ng mort
gaged from the commun ity and , ul ti
mately, from God. For John Pau l, this 
implied that the chu rch should work 
toward "a more just and equi tab le 
distribution of goods, not only within 
each nation but also in the world in 
general, ensuring that the stronger 
countries do not use their power to the 
detriment of the weaker ones . .. 
interna l peace and international peace 
can only be ensured if a socia l and 
economic system based on justi ce 
flourishes ." The ultimate goa l of the 
church's efforts was to be " liberation 
in its integral and profound meaning, 
as Jesus proclaimed it and realized it," 
a liberation affecting the human per
son as both social and spiritual being. 

Rejects Violence 

Although the precedi ng statements 
were certai nly strong ammu nition fo r 
progressive bishops, the conservati ves 
were also given assurances that John 
Paul II was not an unqualified advo
cate of all branches of liberation 
theology . He also deplored those who 

rejects recourse to violence," and that 
therefore his followers should remem
ber that " whatever the miseries or 
sufferings that afflict man, it is not 
through violence, the interp lay of 
power, and politica l systems bu t 
through the truth concern ing man that 
he journeys towards a better future." 
The pope, however, did not spec ify 
the means by w hich this " truth" was to 
be disseminated in repressive socia l 
contexts . 

The pope's statements in that ad
dress were sufficiently ambiguous or 
permissive of varyi ng accents that 
conservative and progressive factions 
could both "proof text" their respec
tive positions. The result of this ambi
guity was seen immediately in the 
Mexican press: a major rightist dail y 
headlined its story, " Pope Condemns 
Liberati on Theo logy," w hi le its leftist 
counterpart dec lared, " Pr ivate Proper
ty Has A Socia l Ob ligation." O n one 
point, however, there could be no 
doubt: that the pope had unequivo
ca I ly spoken out in favor of the rights of 
the poor and of the need to establi sh 
and ensure those ri ghts through a new 
social order. 

The pope reiterated this socia l con
cern in his greeting to the Indians and 
peasants of Oaxaca on January 28. He 
sa id that he wanted to be in so lidarity 
wi th them, and that "the Pope wants to 
be your vo ice, the voice of those w ho 
are voiceless or w ho have been 
silenced ." He deplored the conditions 
in w hich they had to live. He con
demned the rich w ho allowed such 
cond itions to conti nue. And, along the 
lines of hi s thought on the "soc ial 
obl igation" of property, he stated that 
although the church defended the ri ght 
to private property, all goods must 
serve the general goa ls fo r w hich God 
intended them. Therefore, " if the 
common good requires it, an appro
priate means to meet peoples needs 
would be 'expropr iat ion itself.' " He 
also urged the poor not to have 
"senti ments of hatred or of vio lence" 
but to look toward the Lord who would 
recompense everyone according to 
thei r acts. 

What Means to the End? 

"reread" the Gospe l, or w ho did not For many progress ive Latin Ameri-
emphasize Christ's divinity, seeing cans, there was a contradiction in the 
him as "merely a prophet," or "as pope's statements between his adv<?-
politically committed, as one who cacy of the rights of the poor and ~1s 
fought against Roman oppression and den ia l of revo lutionary counterv10-
the authorit ies, and also as one in- Jenee as a means to be employed to 
va lved in the class struggle." The pope procure those ri ghts. T~ey be li ~ved 
declared that Jesus " unequivoca lly that factors in the Latin American 

context such as insti tutionalized vio
lence, economic and military elitists' 
domi nation and U.S. contro l from 
abroad, mil itated agai nst a peaceful 
transformation of the continent. They 
thought that the pope affi rmed the 
rights of the oppressed wi thou t givi ng 
those same oppressed means to obtain 
those ri ghts. One comment in this vei n 
was that of Porfirio Mi randa in the 
weekly magazine Proceso: "Can the 
pope te ll us w hat road [other than 
insurrection] is left to the Chi leans 
tyrann ized by Pinochet, the Argentin
ians tortured by Videla, the Nicara
guans machine-gunned by Somoza, 
the Paraguayans, the Brazi I ians, the 
Guatemalans, the Salvadoreans? . .. 
To say to these human beings, 'Don' t 
fight' is the same as saying 'Submit, 
res ign yourse lves, offer your sufferings 
to God. ' " 

In the Mexican context itself, a 
similar problem was posed in Oaxaca. 
The pope spoke in an area plagued by 
agricultural violence for many years. 
He recognized the peasants' right to 
land-endorsing even expropriation 
to procure it, if necesary. But what 
recourse could the people have when 
he denied them a " just rebell ion," 
when the wealthy landowners refused 
to distribute even uncultivated lands, 
when the government not only did not 
expropriate and red istribute land, but 
used state police and federal troops to 
dislodge starving Indians from peace
fully occupying land as squatters, to 
evict Indians from tribal communal 
lands in order to give the land to 
wealthy landowners and to arrest and 
harass even advocates of land redistri
bution ? (The autonomous university in 
Oaxaca was closed and occupied by 
troops during the pope's visit to 
Oaxaca, as it had been for some 
weeks.) 

Another question was raised after 
the pope's address: Why was the 
Catholic Church suddenly opting for 
nonviolent means of achieving social 
justice, apparently rejecting both the 
" just war" and " just rebellion " 
theories in its social teachings, pre
cisely at the moment when the poor 
became involved in efforts to change 
an unjust social order? The pope had 
demonstrated his ties to St. Thomas 
Aquinas on the property question . B~t 
how d id his statements reflect Catholic 
tradition on the question of rebell ion? 
Thomas had stated : " A tyrannical 
government is not just, because it is 
directed, not to the common good, but 
to the private good of the ruler .... 
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Consequently there is no sedition in 
disturbing a government of this kind 
. . .. Indeed, it is the tyrant rather that 
is guilty of sedition .. . for this is 
tyranny, being conducive to the pri
vate good of the ruler, and to the injury 
of the multitude." (North Americans 
might recall a similar sentiment ex
pressed in the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence: "Whenever any form 
of government becomes obstructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people 
to alter or abolish it. " ) Since in Latin 
America today most governments 
could be classified as tyrannical , why 
does the pope deny the option of 
revolutionary-rebel I ious-cou nter
violence as a response to institutional
ized violence? 

A Polish Context 

One answer to the latter query is that 
the pope must be understood in 
relation to his own Polish context, a 
context which he superimposed upon 
the Latin American context. He en
dured, for most of his life, the subjec
tion of his nation to the particular form 
of "communism" espoused by an 
imperialist Soviet Union. Since most 
revolutionaries in Latin America are 
socialists-although Christian social
ists-the pope feared a similar fate of 
subjection for Latin American · states. 
He could not envision a Christian 
socialism. He did not judge the Latin 
American context on its own merits, in 
the light of its human misery and right 
wing oppression, but rather on the 
basis of his negative experience with 
Eastern European interpretations and 
expressions of Marxist theory and 
practice. 

A Pacifist Option? 

Perhaps another reason for the 
pope's posture was an understanding 
that it is difficult to decide when the 
conditions exist for a "just war," or a 
belief that any war could endanger 
human survival, given nuclear weap
ons' proliferation and the interest of 
major powers in even the smallest of 
international clashes. The pope would 
then be pushing a pacifist option for 
Christians in all situations of actual or 
potential conflict. And because of his 
silence on types of means he would 
prefer Christians to use in exercising 
that option, he seems to be advocat
ing, by default, a rather passive, if 
verbal, response to oppression . 

Those whose own option for the 
poor entails nonviolent resistance to 

"In his statements in Mexico, the Pope placed 
himself on the side of the struggling poor." 

oppression must then raise the ques
tion : How does the pope believe that 

r the context of extreme repression 
extant in Latin America might be 
nonviolently transformed into a just 
social order without an unqual ified, 
unambiguous, public and politica l 
advocacy of new social structu res? 
John Paul gives no clear answer to that 
question . One might infer that he 
believes that the church w ill effect 
social transformation through preach
ing in Catholic churches and teaching 
in Catholic schools . But such efforts in 
the past have been ignored at best, or 
derided, or violently suppressed at 
worst. 

The Cathol ic Churc h in Lat in 
America, as the major cultural and 
political institution, has tremendous 
power an~ the consequent potentia l 
for effecting far - reac hin g socia l 
change. Even non-churchgoing Cath
olics have strong cultural ti es to the 
institutional church. If the bi shops as a 
whole were to acti ve ly and fo rcefull y 
commit themselves to the poor, the 
pope's vision of a church capable of 
nonviolently transforming the conti 
nent might be real ized . (Che Guevara 
himself stated some years ago that 
social revolution could not come 
about without the help of Christians.) 
But the pope did not condemn rightist 
militarism. Nor did he give progress
ives some direction as to what steps 

might be taken for a nonvio lent 
transformation to occur. If he is to be 
defended on this point on grounds of 
" co llegia lity" or of the necessity of 
leavi ng particular efforts as " loca l 
options," he must then be faulted for 
excl uding just rebellion without simi
larly allowi ng a collegial or local 
choice. And surely consistency in his 
position wou ld requi re public encour
agement of those who are already 
involved in nonvio lent resistance to 
oppression. 

In his statements in Mexico, then, 
Pope John Pau l II placed himself on the 
side of the struggling poor. But his 
thought remai ned sufficiently undeve
loped as to prec lude a c lear and 
compelli ng church advocacy of the 
poor in their struggle for liberation. It 
was left to the Catholic bishops 
gathered for CELAM Il l in Puebla to 
wrestle with what the future stance of 
the Catho lic Church would be regard
ing the poor in their subcontinent. The 
result of their debate wou ld emerge as 
the " Puebla Document" at the end of 
their conference. • 

John Hart, Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Christian Ethics of the School of Religion at 
Howard University, covered the Puebla 
Conference for this magaz ine. His disser
tation on Latin American liberation theolo
gy will be published by Orbis Books. This is 
the first of two articles on Puebla. 
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J. Harry Haines 

Return 
to the 

New China 
In November, 1977, I returned to its people would one day visit was 

China after an absence of 30 years Mao Tse Tung's mausoleum in the 
and, like most visitors, at that time Heavenly Peace Square in Peking. 

was caught up in a spirit of euphoria . In February, 1979, I led a group of 
Here were 900 million people busy 25 (including Bishop Frederick Wertz) 
creating a tightly controlled egalitarian to China to see what had happened in 
superpower under the benign rule of the 14 months that had transpired. The 
Maoism. Desperately poor, they were mass media had warned that the 
committed to creating "a new man in a world's greatest experiment in egali-
new society" the like of which the tarianism had slowed down but none 
world had never seen before. In the of us were quite prepared for what we 
year that followed I spoke to several witnessed . Mao's Great Leap Forward 
thousands across the country in ofthe50'sand60'sisnowreplacedby 
schools of missions, college groups Teng Hsiao Peng's Great Leap Out-
and Sunday morning congregations of ward . Mao Tse Tung's principle of self 
the challenge to the Church of a nation reliance has been replaced by a flood 
that had closed down all religious tide of reform, a counter revolution 
institutions but in denying political dictated to China by sheer poverty. 
democracy had succeeded in eco- Through monumental feats of organ-
nomic democracy. Every citizen had a izing its leader had been able to banish 
job, rice on the table, education for the scourge of droughts, flood and 
the children, housing and simple famine but, as Newsweek reported, its 
medical care, but in return for these factories are 30-40 years out of date 
five freedoms the Chinese had lost all and its science and technology are at 
personal freedom of choice about least equally antique. Its schools have 
which job-where they could live- produced a generation of poorly edu-
whom they could worship-what they cated ideologues and the Cultural 
could do. The little red book which Revolution, as one college professor 
millions had once waved high in the toldus,"wasanightmareofunmitigat-
air was now replaced by Volume Five ed fear and has cost the nation a 
of Cha irman Mao's thought and the decade of lost opportunities to train 
Mecca which it was expected most of China's leaders in all walks of life." 

1 2 [204] New World Outlook • May 1979 

The Helmsman No More 

Today Mao's Mausoleum is closed 
and no one knows when or if it will 
ever reopen . In Canton, Shanghai , and 
Peking not once did we hear the 
stirring revolutionary songs "Mao is 
our great Helmsman" or " The East is 
Red." Mao's Volume Five of his 
collected thoughts is still available but 
no one seemed to be studying it. The 
nationwide May 7 cadre schools for 
the intellectuals to learn from the 
peasants were closed or are in the 
process of being closed . The big 
character posters I read in Shanghai 
across from our hotel were demands 
from high school graduates not to be 
sent to the country and, instead of " the 
dictatorship of the proletariat", de
mands for democracy and the right to 
change jobs and places of residence. 

The campaign against the gang of 
four whose crimes real and imaginary 
had permeated every corner of China's 
life was over and huge billboards now 
promote the four modernizations in 
agriculture, science and technology, 
industry and the military. This monu
mentally ambitious plan calls for 
mechanization of all agriculture by the 
end of the century-$40 billion worth 
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of technology is ordered over the next 
three years to build a sophisticated 
technological base. Television docu
mentaries portray the U.S. and Japan 
as shining examples of success while 
at the same time showing Charlie 
Chaplin's " Modern Times" and a 
1941 Gregory Peck movie. 

Red and expert is now spoken of in 
terms of technological progress but I 
am not sure the influx of over 500,000 
visitors can be anything but a mixed 
blessing. 

Curiosity About USA 

Fourteen months ago over 16 days 
travelling across China we were rarely 
asked a question about ourselves or 
the U.S.A. This time the questions 
were endless. When one of our group 
asked the Production Secretary of a 
large commune, "What is your annual 
salary?" and was told 700 yuan (U .S. 
$500) a year and then immediately in 
turn was asked, "What is your sala
ry?", to which the reply was "$100,-
000 a year", all I could do was add a 
hasty "before taxes." 

As I sat in the barber's chair in 
Peking for a haircut the radio was 
broadcasting the daily one hour En
glish lesson and it was a little discon
certing as he snipped away to have 
him repeat after the announcer, "I am 

''Normalization has 
opened the door a crack 

(for religion) . ... '' 

a wor'<-er not a sol-dier. He is a 
pea-sant, she is a tea-cher." 

Openness to Religion? 

What's happening to religion in 
China? In 1977 we were only able to 
speak to two people in very discreet 
conversation . This time members of 
our group were able to invite Chinese 
Christians on a number of occasions to 
our hotel for a meal and to discuss 
openly with our guides such things as 
the meaning of Christmas and Easter. 
In the famous Taoist Temple at Fosham 
near Canton I watched two middle
aged women light incense sticks and 
put them in an urn but then a Temple 
official snatched them away and 
shouted at them, "you can't worship 
here" . But he didn't stop young Hong 
Kong Chinese in tight-fitting jeans and 
sweat shirts extolling Superman or 
Elvis Presley from throwing coins on 

the head of a green stone turtle. While 
one well -known Chinese church lead
er in Shanghai assured us there was no 
underground church in that c ity, 
another told us that even he knew of 
many groups meeting if not every 
week at least frequently. There are 
plans to re-open two churches in 
Shanghai when the time seems right 
and young Chinese Christians from 
Hong Kong over the New Year brought 
in considerable numbers of New 
Testaments. The Chinese Constitution 
allows for freedom of religion but al so 
freedom to oppose religion and to 
promote atheism. While in Peking 
there was a National Conference on 
Atheism meeting. Normalization has 
opened the door a crack but the speed 
with which it has opened has left many 
we spoke to confused and cynical. 
Several Chinese Christians asked us to 
leave our Bibles with them for theirs 

This giant billboard in Shanghai extolls the "four Modernizations." Opposite page, contemporary poster. 



''The 'great leap' outward 
towards the West cannot 
be halted even if Teng 

was removed.'' 

(lop) Dr. Haines (left) and members of his 
party listen for the mandate of heaven at 
the listening wall in Peking's Temple of 
Heaven. (Bottom) These street posters in 
Shanghai protest government actions. 

had long ago been destroyed by the 
Red Guard. We hope this new free
dom will continue but for every 
protestor who puts up a poster on 
Peking's " Wall of Democracy" there 
are large numbers who don't even read 
them in case there are reprisals. While 
some young women wear colorful 
dresses or jackets, the majority are 
dressed in drab grey or blue. 

One young artist told one of our 
group that secret police are still around 
but there has been a liberation of the 
mind for the first time. As we walked 
through the Chinese Museum of His
tory in Peking, I noticed a rubbing of 
the famous "Nestorian Tablet of Sion" 
which in considerable detail tells of 
the founding of the Christian commu
nity in China in 635 A.O. Our guide 
knew nothing about it but immediately 
made notes so she could do a better 
job of explanation next time. Around 
the corner in the Museum was a 
section devoted to Western mission
aries and their crimes of imperialism. 
Ab~ relief model showed a Chinese 
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mob lynching a Catholic bishop con
spicuous by his purple robe and a large 
cross; in the background a church was 
in flames . Prominent presentations 
from well -known Protestant mission
aries of the 19th century were dis
played in English and Chinese, but our 
guide hastily led us through this 
section. When I went back alone to 
that section another guide was ear
nestly describing this section to a 
group of Chinese. Perhaps we were 
being spared any embarrassment. 

Are Changes Real? 

For the moment at least it would 
appear Teng Hsiao Peng has the 
mandate of heaven, which many think 
was taken away from Mao. Since Mao 
Tse Tung came to power on October 
1 , 1949 and declared "the people of 
China have stood up" over 420 million 
people have been born who never 
knew the old China. Are the dramatic 
changes cosmetic or real? The answer 
is probably yes and no. The " great lea::> 
outward" towards the West cannot be 
halted even if Teng was removed . In 
one sense the Chinese people are 
imprisoned by their history-the con
cept of the Middle Kingdom is un
changed for this is a timeless society of 
5,000 years of unbroken history. 
When I stopped in at the Foreign 
Language Press to buy some English 
translations of their best sellers, I was 
offered the three volumes of " The Red 
Chamber Dream"-just off the press, 
for this is China's most famous histori
cal novel of intrigue, love, romance 
and dynastic feudalism . The other best 
seller printed in Hong Kong is the 
poetry of the late Premier Chou En Lai . 
We spent one and a half hours in the 
museum dedicated to showing every 
phase of Chou's life and introduced as 
" the perfect political leader. " Our 
Chinese guide openly wept as she 
described how Chou's ashes were 
scattered over the mountains and 
plains of China and closed with the 
words " We will always love and 
respect him for he lives on in our 
hearts." When she was asked about 
Mao there was a deep silence. 

As our guides farewelled us at 
Peking airport, they urged us to come 
back soon and travel anywhere in their 
country. Chinese-American friendship 
will last for 10,000 years, we were 
told . • 

}. Harry Haines is associate general secre
tary of the United Methodist Commiuee on 
Relief and a former missionary in China . 



-------Reaction in Taiwan--------. 

I n these days of euphoria over the 
opening of China to the outside 
world, Taiwan tends to be regarded 

as an uriwanted stepchild, or at best, a 
source of puzzlement, or a trouble
some cloud in an otherwise clear sky . 
The universal question which has been 
addressed to us, whether the person is 
English, American , or Chinese, is, 
"What do people in Taiwan think of 
normalization?" The answer is not 
simple. 

Taiwan is composed of several 
ethnic groups, and apart from individ
ual differences, there is an ethnic 
group difference in perspective. To the 
more than 10 percent ethnic Main
lander population, largely associated 
with the Nationalist government in 
Taiwan, a normalization achieved at 
the price of the abrogation of a mutual 
defense treaty between long-ti me 
allies and friends is a betrayal. Ameri
ca is seen as an undependable, 
unstable nation, whose credibility 
rating is very low. Yet, despite this 
feeling, our friends from this group, 
actually the majority in our Methodist 
Church, continue to be gracious to us, 
even going out of their way to show 
their friendship, since they do not 
blame us for our nation's policies. 

Another group, the aborigin~! popu
lation of Taiwari, numbering around 
300,000, living largely in the moun
tains and divided into 10 tribes of 
Southeast Asian stock, seem to be in a 
state of shock and insecurity. The 
Nationalist government has treated 
them relatively well, attempting to 
prevent their exploitation at the hands 
of the Taiwanese majority, who inhab
it the plains . Although not racially 
Chinese, they have been taught to 
think of themselves as Chinese, an 
identification that now brings with it a 
very uncertain future with no possibili
ty of escape. They join in a plea for a 
government to government recogni 
tion by the United States, so that they 
will not be a people without a country 
in their own land . 

Finally, the more than 80 percent 
majority, known ethnically as " Tai
wanese," who are of Chinese descent 
and culture, just as most of us are of 
European stock, and whose ancestors 
came to Taiwan over the course of 300 

Ted and Betty Cole 

years from the province of Fukien, also 
have a feeling of betrayal and insecuri
ty . Many of the more articulate ones 
express a feeling of anger at the 
Nationalist government (in which they 
are under-represented, since the gov
ernment purports to represent all of 
China, with Taiwan as only one 
province) and also at the U.S. govern
ment. The anger at their government is 
because it had not informed the people 
clearly of the events moving towards 
normalization between the U.S. and 
Communist China, so that President 
Carter's announcement came as a real 
shock. Also, the government had not 
opted for a " One China, O ne Taiwan" 
policy, or at least a " Two-China" 
policy when there was still an opportu
nity to do so . 

All three ethnic groups agree that 
they will never consent willingly to be 
under the domination of the Peking 
government. The anger at the U.S. 
government is over the timing of the 
announcement on Dec. 15 (16 here), 
1978, since it came just before na
tionwide elections were to be held 
here, the election campaigns reveal
ing an openness that was unprecedent
ed, with a gain in strength for the 
independent parties. The election was 

postponed indefinitely, as a resu It of 
the normalization announcement. 

We trust that you will join us in 
prayer for the future of Taiwan and of 
China. As for China, a miracle that 
many had never dreamed to be 
possible, seems to be happening. 
Wh ile cautioning against excessive 
optimism, we should be grateful that 
the Christian remnant are now free to 
worship openly and may win those 
over 18 to Christ! For Taiwan, let us 
pray that it may continue to seek its 
own identity without pressure from 
outside. Since Taiwan has a popula
tion of over 17 million, more than 
Australia and New Zealand combined 
and more than that of the average 
nation in the United Nations, and has 
been a part of Mainland China for only 
4 years (1945-1949) out of the past 80, 
it seems unfair for the world to pressure 
her into an organic union with Main
land China. Let us pray for the Church 
in Taiwan, seeking to be faithful to the 
will of God in a time of great difficulty. 
Pray for us, that we may be given the 
needed strength, wisdom, and love for 
our task. 

Ted and Belly Cole are UM missionaries in 
Taiwan . 

This crowd in Shanghai reads posters about the "Four Modernizations." 
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methodists, mooni 
0 n a windy November afternoon a 

group of fresh-faced young men 
pulled on white masks to protect 

themselves and set to work to replaster 
the sti II elegant interior of an old 
mansion on a Berkeley, California 
hillside. They could have passed easily 
for a United Methodist work camp or 
U.S.-2 's in training. In fact, one of 
them warily confessed to having been 
a U.S.-2 at Henderson Settlement in 
Kentucky, before he joined the Unifi
cation Church . Now he and his friends 
were preparing for a visit from the 
Reverend Sun Myung Moon . 

Berkeley is not unique: members of 
cults, as nearly everyone knows who 
has fol lowed the rash of exposes and 
speculation following the Jonestown 
massacre, are present in nearly every 
large city and many small ones. They 
may be our neighbors, our children
even our parents. 

But then again Berkeley may be 
unique. So much of the political 
agitation of the sixties began in the 
quiet tree-lined streets of this university
centered town . It is a town blessed, or 
perhaps cursed, with moral earnest-

Jonestown. Neatly dodging the young 
woman at the San Francisco Airport 
who attached an American flag pin to 
my coat collar and tried to give me 
" the only authentic version of the 
Bhagavad Gita" for my 25 cent 
contribution, I made my way to 
Berkeley where she and other cultists, 
homosexual Christians and main
stream Protestant Christians, were all 
welcome in what is called the Berkeley 
Area Interfaith Council. 

If the People's Temple had been 
located in Berkeley, it would probably 
have been a member of the BAIC. The 
Interfaith Council has no criteria for 
membership: all of the approximately 
200 religious groups in the area are 
included on the mailing list and 
loosely considered members. About 
half that number have participated in 
one or more Council activity, although 
month ly meetings will see only be
tween 30 and 35 representatives . Says 
Louise Soltenberg from the Disciples 
of Christ, "We usually have one or two 
people with turbans . And a Buddhist. 
And there have been meetings where 
Protestants have been in the minori-

ness: political, social and religious ty." 
ideals seem to take root like weeds. It 
was here that Larry Layton, the ac- From Church to Interfaith Council 
cused killer of Rep. Leo Ryan and four The Interfaith Counci I grew out of 
others in Jonestown, grew up in the 
thick of the sixties' political warfare the Berkeley Council of Churches, a 
and drug experimentation. He was a 
Quaker and a conscientious objector 
here before he followed his wife, the Unification Church 
daughter of a United Methodist minis- member Richard Lewis 
ter, into the People's Temple. and Trinity United 

I was in Berkeley a few weeks before Methodist Church. 
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"Rll ore welcome 
in the Berkeley Area 

Interfaith Council." 

and mormons 
Elaine ffiogolis 

prosperous Protestant-dominated or
ganization that flouri shed through the 
fifties and into the late si xties . Involve
ment in the political battles of the time 
finally began to drain off some mem
bership, and when the seventies ar
rived , the Council found many of its 
churches, like others around the coun
try, with fewer members and less 
money, a.nd itself with no resources 
and no clear purpose. " There was a 
time, " remembers Arvid Burman, an 
Anglican who tenaciously kept the 
phone answered when nothing ~lse 
was happening, " when we didn' t 
know whether we'd have a meeting 
from one month to the next. " 

It was about 1971 when a faithful 
remnant began laying plans for an 
interfaith organization. Louise Solten
berg was one of them : " I don' t recall 
that we set any real qua I ifications even 
then because you must remember the 
people who were talking about doing 
this didn't really know much about 
what other religious groups were 
like-the ones who were living right 
around them. But it seemed to be a 
noble idea, and sort of in line with the 
times, to be more inclusive. And 
besides, we were secretly hoping they 
would rescue us from our dilemma of 
not having backing enough to proceed 
with the group." 

BAIC came into its own in 1973 
when the Rev. William Shive became 
fulltime director. Since the Council 
could only afford to pay him $200 a 
month, he sold his car and bought a 
bicycle, and for a while lived with 
various church friends. For Bill Shive it 
was part of a need to live more simply, 
to emulate a more Christ-like life. Even 
today, with the help of a foundation 
grant, his salary is $350 a month. Says 
Louise, " This is the reason you can 't 
have an interfaith group in many 
places. You don't have a Bill Shive." 

Tall , thin, almost Lincolnesque in 
appearance, Bill had begun his min
istry many years before in rural Ten
nessee with the Disciples of Christ. A 
low-key, unassuming personality, he 
is exceptional in his open acceptance 
of people-all kinds of people. He 
began then, and continues today, to 
visit the churches, temples, mosques, 
all the houses of faith of his new and 
very unusual congregation . 

Even before the Berkeley Council of 
Churches had transformed itself into 
an Interfaith Council , the " Roundtable 
of Religions" had begun, and it is still 
successful today. Open to the publ ic 



the programs feature discussions. on 
subjects like " Rel igious Perspectives 
on Human Sexuality" and " Violence 
in Society, a Religious Perspective." 
Each month BAIC is hosted by a 
different member group and the busi
ness of the day is mixed with a 
presentation explaining who the group 
is and what it believes. " We don' t 
seem to run out of groups," says 
Loui se. BAIC also has put together 
television and radio programs on 
religion , and provides information a~d 
referral services to the community 
through a newsletter a~d by te!e
phone. Special occasions include pic
nics and retreats, an annual " Spiritual 
Renaissance " conference , a New 
Year's " Unity of Life" celebration , and 
a yearly Thanksgiving service. 

Felt in the Community 

In the last year and a half the 
Interfaith Council has begun to make 
itself felt in the community. They came 
to the assistance of the Hare Krishna 
sect when the controversial group was 
threatened with restrictions on the use 
of its building after neighbors com
plained about parking p~oblems ~nd 4 
a.m. chanting. Mediating the issue, 
BAIC was successful after several 
months in resolving the quarrel so that 
the Hare Krishnas could continue to 
practice their faith and ritual . Every~ne 
celebrated with dancing and chanting 
at a party given at the Krishna temple. 

Most of the overt social action taken 
has been the work of the Community 
Concerns Task Force and not the 
Council as a whole. Public statements 
for the city's Gay Rights Ordinance 
and against Proposition 6 on the state 
ballot seem to have gone almost 
unnoticed by many BAIC members, 
although Bill did get phone call~ from 
two conservative churches asking to 
be dropped from the mailing list. One 
of the callers also complained about 
the site chosen for the Thanksgiving 
service-the Buddhist temple . 

Less controversial have been BAIC's 
efforts to fight cutbacks in city services 
after passage of the state's much-tout
ed Proposition 13 (69 religious l~~ders 
signed· a BAIC-conceived pet1~1on ) , 
and to coordinate the needs of finan
cially ailing community agencies with 
church resources. Much of the Coun
cil's work has been as a member of 
Community Services United, a coali
tion of about 30 community groups. 
Currently, BAIC is making a survey to 
see where its future role should be. 

Is Social Action Valid? 

Not everyo ne in the Interfaith 
Council agrees that soc ial action is a 
valid religious ·project. For exampl~, 
Husayn (w ho se given name 1s 
George) , is a convert to Sufisn: .(an 
Islamic mystici sm): " I think political 
things are just short-term solutions 
which in the long run don' t matter one 
way or the other. I think we lose our 
direction by joining one camp or 
another. That's no longer unity .. . . 
The thing is to see unity in all things, 
and politics is the opposi te of that. " 

Bettina Gray from the Family of G?d 
Foundation (not to be confused with 
the notorious Children of God), who 
became president of BAIC this year, 
sees the conversion of individuals to a 
" God-oriented, other-oriented life" as 
essential. "That would break down all 
sorts of borders . I think political action 
ends up by polarizing. I'm. not a!to
gether against political action; I JUSt 

Follower of Sun Myung Moon 
prepares for his visit to Berkeley. 
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think spiritual power is under-estimat
ed." 

Of course most of the so-called 
" new religions" and many of the old 
ones from the East that have attracted 
American disciples, emphasize the 
spiritual to the detriment of all else. 
(Though since this is Berkeley and 
therefore unusual , it shouldn't be 
surprising to discover that the Japanese 
Buddhist priest is one of the rare 
members of his faith to espouse social 
action .) Jeanne Hendrickse, an associ
ate pastor at Magee Avenue Baptist 
Church in Berkeley, a South African 
political refugee and member of the 
World Council of Churches Commis
sion on Faith and Order, believes that 
"Here we could really be of value if we 
could dialogue with each other-the 
Eastern religions with their deep spiri
tuality, where at times in some of the 
Protestant churches we become so 
concerned about social issues that we 
forget about the spiritual dynamic. " 

Jeanne, one of two blacks partici
pating in the Council , is certainly not 
representative of Berkeley's black 
community . She does remember one 
minister responding when she asked 
him about BAIC , " 'They really 
haven't done anything for our people.' 
But I think " she adds, " that since we 
have a so~ial concerns group within 
the Interfaith Council , that maybe the 
black community will feel more in
volved . I'm hoping. " 

It's difficult to imagine the diverse 
groups in the Council remaining 
united around some of the more 
controversial issues that may come 
their way . And yet their concern f~r 
their fledgling organization and what it 
stands for is so great that Husayn can 
add that "When it gets to be a political 
thing, if the others want it. I'd probably 
go along with it. Because 1f ! stayed,?ut 
I'd consider that maybe d1sun1ty. 

While I talked with Husayn, Bill 
Shive was calling one church after 
another looking for a temporary place 
of worship for the Metropolitan Co~
munity Church (homosexual), while 
their own building was under co.n
struction. Husayn' s religious be! 1ef 
rigidly disapproves of homos~x.ual1ty . 
And yet, as Claudia Vierra, min.1ste~ of 
the MCC put it, " I think it's fasc~nating 
that here are people from al I different 
faiths who are really working together, 
and not killing each other. There are 
few Councils of Churches that w~rk 
together this well , much less Interfaith 
Councils . 

" Many times we have to say to 
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Left to right, Bill Shive, council director; Family of God member Bettina Gray, president; and Sikh Guru Terath 
Khalsa Singh. 

people who first come to the Council 
and perhaps dilute their own particular 
message because we' re an Interfaith 
Council , 'No, you represent some
thing we want to know about. Don' t 
change or dilute what you are; say it. 
And if nothing else, we will gain in our 
education . But we also may find things 
we have in common or that help us 
understand what we believe.' /1 

Whose Truth? 

The current president, Bettina Gray, 
is young, almost beautiful , and a 
composer and music teacher. She, her 
husband, and another couple-all 
from Kansas-created the Family of 
God Foundation which is less a church 
than a production company that turns 
out a radio program now broadcast on 
about 1,000 stations around th e 
world. The purpose is simply to 
awaken people's (and especially 
young people's) thirst for the spiritual. 
While the group is also associated with 
something called the Urantia Book (a 
kind of space-age vision ofTruth), they 
don't seem to press it on others . 

Bettina finds that "the biggest ob
stacle-there's a group of people in 
every one of the religions who ada
mantly believe that their truth is the 
only truth. And within those same 
religions there's a group who believes 
that truth is truth, it stands on its own, it 
can be found in all shapes and forms . 
They like theirs but they're interested 
and curious about others . And the 
struggles that are difficult come mostly 
between these two forces ." 

For Bettina and for Husayn, the Sufi , 
the BAIC experience is an extension of 
what is at the heart of their religious 
faith-the oneness of all truth . But 
what of Christians who traditionally 
have claimed that "their truth is the 
only truth"? Louise Soltenberg pon
ders, "I grew up a very conservative 

Chri sti an and you know w hat it says in 
John, the Book of John in particular is 
very emphatic about Chri st bei ng the 
only way to sa lvation. You have to 
come to terms with this, and yet Jesus 
said one ti me, 'Other sheep I have that 
are not of th is fo ld .' 

" I have seen such si ncerity among 
these people-thei r devotion, their 
concern for others. It's made me more 
appreciative of other re ligions. I just 
know there is a good reason why 
people are members of other religions, 
that there is a place to give a very high 
level of commitm e nt in al l of 
them .... " 

Methodists, Mormons and Moonies 

Cliff Crummey is the mi nister at 
Trinity United Method ist Ch urch , 
directly across the street from the 
church where the Interfaith Council 
has its offices. A Methodist min ister for 
more than 40 years, and acti ve on all 
levels of the church's li fe (inc lud ing 
national boards and agencies), he also 
served as exec utive head of the 
Northern Californi a Co un ci l of 
Churches. Cliff is currently Ecumeni
cal and lnterrel igious Concerns chair
person in his Conference, and very 
active in BAIC. " We believe in the 
uniqueness of the Christian faith, 
believe that we have the answers
side by side with people who believe 
they have the answers. I've found 
some absolutely tremendous people I 
wouldn ' t have found otherwise. Some 
of these, I'm sure, are going to be 
lasting friendships." 

Perhaps most extraordinary is the 
presence in the Council of representa
tives of organizat ions like the Church 
of Latter Day Saints (Mormon) or the 
Unification Church ("Moonies")
both of which have well -earned repu
tations for exclusivity and proselytism. 

Gerald Jones admits that the Berke-

ley situation is unique: " I don't see it 
happening anywhere but here. " At the 
same time, for himself as both a 
long-time student of world re ligions 
and as a devoted Mormon, he finds his 
membership natural and good . "Our 
effort to convert people doesn' t mean 
that we' re clannish or cliquish and that 
we don' t feel we can relate, and that 
there aren' t a lot of fine excellent 
people outside of our organization. 
We can work with them in harmony 
and accomplish a lot of good things 
too. 

"Origina lly, you know, we wanted 
to get involved with other churches . 
Back in the early 1900's we tried to 
participate in the World 's Fair in 
Chicago where they had a National 
Congress on Religions , and they 
claimed we weren ' t Christian and they 
refused to let our representatives speak 
and relegated them to a closet some
where ... . Since that time our church 
is a little more conservative in many 
ways and some of the activities the 
National Council of Churches is in
volved in our church is hesitant to join. 
But the Interfaith Council has not 
narrowed itself to some issues like that. 
I haven' t felt I had to compromise my 
position by being an active member of 
the organization because their scope is 
a lot broader." 

Are Cults Persecuted? 

Not many Protestants remember the 
National Congress on Religions, much 
less the slights perpetrated on the then 
sti 11 infamous Mormons but the 
Church of Latter Day Saints marked the 
event as one in a long history of 
persecution . Today sects like the Hare 
Krishnas, the Church of Scientology 
and the Unification Church lay claim 
to the same feelings of persecution
everywhere but within the fold of the 
Council. 
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Richard Lewis, who represents the 
" Moonies" on the Council , finds it " a 
useful place to dispel all the nega
tives . . .. There have been all sorts of 
persecutions and misunderstandi ngs. 
They' re much more prepared to say, 
'Wel l what are you doing?' And if 
we' re consistent with what we say we 
are they' re prepared to accept that 
rather than the media image. " 

Neatly, even nattily dressed, with a 
charm ing smile and equally charming 
British accent, Richard was in th is 
country as a student at the Universi ty 
of Californ ia when he joi ned the 
Unification Church. Like the Moonies 
I've seen on the streets in New York, he 
seems over-eager to please: it's ap
parent that public relations is very 
important to him. He's especially 
happy about the mediation service the 
Council has started to bring cult 
members and thei r fam ilies together in 
dialogue, making use of the serv ices of 
ministers and others on the Council. 

Baptist Jeanne Hendrickse and Sufi Husayn. 

"We have this image that's been 
projected in the med ia- that the Unifi 
cation Church actually prevents peo
ple from seeing their parents, actively 
encourages the breakup of famil ies. 
And this causes paranoia on both sides 
with kidnappings and deprogramming 
and all that stuff. So there's a complete 
lack of trust. Parents don' t come to see 
the church. Their kid smiles at them
it's programmed . The kid says some
thi ng nice-it' s been programmed . 
Once there's some sort of com mun ica
tion, then the paranoia disappears. 
Sometim e s it take s wee k s, 
months .... " 

Mediation a Boon 

probably just at some location where 
she couldn't be reached by telephone 
and that in hi s experien ce, the 
" Moonies" had proved themselves 
not dangerous at all. Comforted, they 
waited until Sunday evening when she 
returned from an expedition to the . 
country. 

Of course her parents still wanted 
their daughter home. " But over the last 
six months she's reall y been able to 
explain much more deeply what the 
church is all about. " 

Guru Terath Khal sa Singh , an 
American convert to the Sikh faith and 
a lawyer, has defended young Sikhs 
from deprogramming efforts. He feels 
that the mediation service can work 
because BAIC has provided for real 
communication among religious lead
ers : they have not only talked to each 
other, but worshipped together. In 
fact, the most meaningful event for 
many has been the Interfaith Council 's 
Thanksgiving service. 

Opening with a process ion of ban
ners, the worship services mix Protes
tant hymns w ith the music of the Sikh 

Asked for a concrete story w here Dharma or original music by Bettina 
mediation proved a boon, Richard Gray, sung perhaps by a choir of 
recounts the tale of " Mary" who, on a members from seven different fa iths 
backpacking trip through Cal ifornia, (i ncluding the Unificat ion Church). 
became involved with the "Moonies" Baha' i, Sikh, Islamic, Hindu, Jewish, 
in San Francisco. In ·phone ca lls to Buddhist, Chri stian believers express 
her parents ("good Catho lics"), her their reasons for thanksgiving, and the 
involvement with the cu lt came out mayor of Berkeley presides at the 
and "they got wild and very fr ight- Offering (which is shared with com-
ened ." That same weekend they flew munity agencies). 
to San Francisco and began looking for Bettina Gray recall s, " I've been 
their daughter-but since weekends, profoundly moved-many times-not 
as Richard explai ns, can be full of by 'Oh, isn' t it lovely, people can get 
activities, no one knew w here she along'-but more deeply by literally 
was . "Her parents were afraid she was learn ing the whole variety of worship 
bei ng taken away w hile they were possi bilities, the whole prism of 
being put off on the te lephone." truth-reveling inthebeauty of human 

Finally, through the Mediation Ser- nature that it can come up w ith so 
vice, they were put in touch wi th many varieties of the same th ing." 
Father Holloran, a Jesuit priest who is After the Jonestown tragedy the 
part of the Interfaith Counci l. He Interfaith Council was deluged w ith 
assured them that their daughter was phone calls-most of them from peo-
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pie looking for information about other 
religions and religious cults. At the 
same time a group of refugees from the 
People's Temple and other cults were 
secreted together in another part of 
town, trying to understand what had 
happened to them and to put their lives 
back together again . At Cliff Crum
mey ' s church a deprogrammed 
Moonie happily attended Sunday ser
vices with his family, wh ile the young 
man from the Henderson Settlement, 
as far as I know, continued living and 
working in the mansion on the hill. 

Sadly and strangely, since Jones
town there's been almost no call for 
the mediation service. Bill Shive spec
ulates that perhaps people are looking 
for more drastic solutions. For a while 
BAIC people debated setting up some 
kind of criteria for membership, but 
the discussion soon died out. How 
should the line be drawn between 
commitment to faith and being " pro
grammed" -and who should draw it? 
So while a former BAIC president who 
is a member of the Church of Scient
ology investigates the sinister possibil
ity of a U.S. governmert plot in 
Jonestown, the Council also works 
with a young man setting up a project 
to find " disappeared youth," some of 
whom were last reported at the man
sion on the hill , and others who turn 
out to be simply runaways, or suicides. 

Since Jonestown hundreds of psy
chologists, professional and amateur, 
have analyzed cults and cult mem
bers . Politicians, moralizing journal
ists and pan ic-stricken parents have 
urged that "something be done." 
Bemeen worrying about censorship or 
religion on the one hand and pro
grammed kids w ith broken-hearted 
families on the other, it is hard to know 
what, if anyth ing, should be done. 
Still , the only place where everyone is 
talking to each other, outside of the 
courtroom and the newspapers, is in 
Berkeley, Cal ifornia. • 



Loving eJ Caring 
for Troubled Teenagers 

Henry Whitney and John C. Goodwin 

Housemother Olga Ball, second from left, and director Henry Whitney, with girls in one of the cottages. 

David and Margaret Home in La
verne, California, began working with 
children in 1910 when an old hotel 
and 20 acres were donated by Henry 
L. Kuns to the Women's Home Mis
sionary Society of the then Methodist 
Episcopal Church, with the proviso 
that the agency be named after the 
donor's father and mother, David and 
Margaret, and his son David. In 1926 
another 20 acres of property were 
donated and the women of the church 
raised money to build a new building. 

With the development of the welfare 
system and subsequent growth in 

adoption and foster care, the need for from Bert 0 . Dale. With careful 
orphanages disappeared. The Home planning, the Board of Directors was 
then began to work with boys and girls able to rebuild the facility completely, 
from broken homes. Children who using the cottage plan. Today, David 
could not be placed in foster care were and Margaret Home is a modern, 
placed at David and Margaret Home. well-designed residential treatment 

In 1967, the Board of Directors center for 70 emotionally disturbed 
surveyed the Southern California area teenage girls. The 12-acre campus has 
and discovered that for every residen- five cottages with room for eight girls 
tial treatment bed for a girl there were in each cottage. In addition, the 
10 beds for boys. Seeing this, they agency runs five group homes with a 
made the decision to work exclusively capacity of six each in the commun i-
with teenage girls. ties of La Verne and San Dimas. 

At about that same time, the agency The main campus also has an office 
received a rather large inheritance building, recreation building, di ning 
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Teens at 
David and Margaret Home 

can take advantage 
of speech therapy, 
a year-round pool, 

a stable and 
a campus classroom. 
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room and two modern school build
ings. The 80 camphor trees, planted 
50 years ago along the driveway, and 
the large lawns provide a park-like 
setting which makes David and Mar
garet Home pleasant to live in. 

Girls come to David and Margaret 
Home because of very difficult family 
situations, which will not allow them 
to stay at home. They are referred to 
David and Margaret Home by either 
the Department of Public Social Ser
vices, the Probation Department or the 
Department of Mental Health. 

The program at David and Margaret 
Home attempts to provide the warmth 
and security that these girls have never 



"Girls come to 
David and Margaret Home 

because of very difficult 
family situations ... " 

known. They need to know that 
someone cares for them and cares 
enough to provide a decent place to 
live. 

The second thing we provide is a 
treatment program. The houseparents, 
social workers, teachers, psychologist 
and psychiatrist work together to 
provide counseling which helps the 
girls work through the very difficult 
problems they have. The girls are 
involved each week in individual, 
family and group therapy. 

The one thing that is true about each 
of the girls at David and Margaret is 
that they had parents who couldn't or 
wouldn't establish firm limits for them. 

At David and Margaret, we attempt to 
provide these firm limits in a loving, 
caring atmosphere. When we do that 
successfully, it is a real joy to see the 
girls respond . They are able to unload 
their burden of anger, hurt and de
pression and become creative and 
loving individuals. We see that hap
pening all the time and we are thankful 
that the church has seen fit to give us 
the resources which make it all hap-
pen. • 

Henry Whitney is director of the David and 
Margaret Home, Inc. 
John C. Goodwin is associate director of 
the Audio-Visual Department of BOGM. 

PERSONAL HISTORIES 
Susie first came to the attention of 

authorities when she was brought to the 
hospital at six months old with a skull 
fracture . The report indicated that she 
"fe ll out of her crib." During the next four 
years she was in the hospital several times 
because of various broken bones. When 
she was four years old, her parents were 
finally convicted of child abuse and sent 
to prison . She was then placed in a series 
of foster homes, but was moved from 
each of them because she was explosive 
and unable to adjust. When her parents 
were released from prison, she was once 
again placed with her parents. At seven, 
she was once again removed because of 
child abuse. She was once again placed 
in a foster home and made a marginal 
adjustment for four years. The foster 
parents then requested her removal when 
they began to fear for the safety of their 
own younger children. Susie then came 
to live at David and Margaret Home. 
When she came to David and Margaret, 
she cou Id not trust others, was explosive, 
at times, and then would become very 
depressed. 

Ann was born when her mother was on 
furlough from the State Mental Hospital. 
She refused to relinquish Ann for adop
tion . When she was well enough to live 
outside of the hospital, she would at
tempt to establish a home for Ann . 
Periodically, she would get sick again 
and would have to return to the hospital. 
During those times, Ann would be 
returned to foster care. When Ann came 
to David and Margaret Home as a 
teenager, she had a very tenuous grip on 
reality . She was unable to establish 
meaningful relationships and was very 
withdrawn . 

Lois was raised by a mother who 
supported herself by being a prostitute. 
Her mother had five children, and when 
the children were very young, the mother 
began selling them into prostitution. The 
mother was mildly retarded and was 
completely unable to provide the warmth 
and sustenance that a chi Id needs. When 
Lois came to David and Margaret Home 
at age 14, she was functioning as a 
5-year-old in an adult body. She had 
developed many bizarre mannerisms and 
spent a great deal of time playing with her 
dolls and toys. 

Connie was raised in a family where 
there was a great deal of violence. Her 
mother was a very weak, sickly sort of 
person. Her father had a problem with 
alcohol. He would get drunk and would 
beat the mother. Connie was finally 
removed from the family when the 
mother was injured so badly she had to 
be hospitalized . Connie was placed in 
several foster homes, and was finally 
placed at David and Margaret Home. 
When she came to David and Margaret, 
she was very angry, unable to relate to 
peers and was involved in much fighting. 

New World Outlook • May 1979 [21 S] 23 

I ' II 

I 
I 



WORLD HUNG€R 

United Methodists from Indiana, greater yields than conventional soil-
Oh io, Iowa and southern Florida grown vegetables . 
are teaming up w ith fa rmers from Dugger took Dr. Murray to Haiti and 

Haiti and Chile in a unique mission La Gonave three years ago. Yes, Dr. 
project wh ich hopes to solve some Murray believed his seaponic farming 
world hunger problems by using the method might help. Following that 
energy of the sea to nourish our plants. visit, in cooperation with the United 

In the process of developing what's Methodist Committee on Relief, some 
called " seaponic agriculture," they volunteers from South Bend, including 
also hope that inroads can be made in UM minister James Jones, went to La 
curing humankind's plague of chronic Gonave and installed seaponic plant 
diseases and in lengthening our lives. beds. 

It all began seven or eight years ago Sea energy agriculture-as devel-
when Richard Dugger, a United Meth- oped and patented in 1966 by Dr. 
od ist manufacturer of electrical parts Murray-is basically done this way . At 
and plastics, from South Bend, Ind., the farming site, 3 by SO-foot-long 
and some church youth went on a beds are prepared with wooden sides, 
work team visit to Grace Children's plastic lining and plastic pipe under-
Hospital in Haiti. neath . Beds are filled with sand and 

When Dugger saw Haitian farmers gravel. At the Murray experimental 
attempting to eke out a precarious farm in Ft. Myers sea water is hauled 
existence on eroded soi I in drought by tank truck from the Gu lfof Mexico a 
areas he was shocked and saddened. few miles away. In La Gonavethe beds 

" The kids I was with, while they were built very near the ocean and 
often found Christ in the work team water is pumped in by standard pitcher 
experience, would ask 'What more pumps. At Ft. Myers sea water is 
can I do?'" he said . " I realized that collected in a cistern where it's mixed 
our aid should not be just a hand- with fresh water to maintain a proper 
out-l ike bu ilding a school or giving balance of salinity. In La Gonave, fresh 
money. It had to be something the water is obtained through a solar still 
people themselves could work with ." built by a team from McGill University 

At the suggestion of H. Dwight in Montreal. 
Swartzendruber, former Caribbean Twice daily the beds are flooded 
area director of Church World Service, with the solution for twenty minutes to 
Dugger toured the rain-short island of half an hour. Then the remaining 
La Gonave off Haiti ' s coast to see how solution is drained away and recycled 
desperately needed fresh water might for use again . All water pumps in La 
be supplied . Could solar stills be built? Gonave are manual ; no electricity is 
Could the farmers operate them in a used. 
self-help project? The theory behind using seaponics 

" After that visit someone told me · instead of soil farming is that much of 
about Dr. Manard Murray, who was the earth's soil is in extremely poor 
involved in growing plants by using condition due to run-off of essential 
sea water and was very concerned minerals and other elements into the 
about improved nutrition in food ," sea and also due to continuous crop-
Dugger said . He went to see Dr. ping. 
Murray in Ft. Myers, Fla ., where the Dr. Murray, who has degrees in 
doctor had been ra ising hybrid toma- both medicine and physiology, says, 
toes and other vegetables seaponical- " I became interested in why sea 
ly . Dugger says the vegetables were of animals, such as whales, didn' t have 
higher nutrition content, were more cancer, atherosclerosis and other dis-
d i sease-res istant and plants had eases which humans often have. I 
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Inspecting plants at the Seaponic training centerin 
being grown at Fort Myers. 

found the arteries of a 60 to 70-year
old whale were better than those of a 
human baby of a mother who drank 
milk. Seventy-three percent of our 
earth, which is composed of the sea, 
has no cancer. I'm convinced it's 
because the sea contains all the 92 
essential elements, many of which are 
missing in the soil that grows our 
food ." 

Convinced of the potential of sea
ponic farming-not only for better 
nutrition but also to serve arid coastal 
regions such as La Gonave-Dugger, 
Jones and others from Indiana, who 
already had formed the Educational 
Concerns and Health Organization 
(ECHO), decided to train farmers and 
technicians from hunger-plagued na
tions in the seaponic process. 



My . Florida. (Opposite page) A tomato seedling 

Looking around for a training center 
director, ECHO Mission members 
found Robert C. Cain , a young gradu
ate horticulturist who was working in 
the Ft. Myers area and who had 
already became acquainted with and a 
disciple of Dr. Murray. Cain, his wife, 
Elaine, and their baby girl live in a tall 
three-story A frame structure which 
ECHO has built on land in North Ft. 
Myers provided by Sarasota District of 
the United Methodist Church . On the 
main floor are dormitories for trainees 
and offices. The second floor contains 
a cheerful kitchen with a large table 
where staff and trainees eat together. 

Nearby on the pine tree-covered site 
are a greenhouse for plant seedlings, a 
shed to house goats and another for 
beehives. ECHO also gives instruction 

in goat raising for milk and in bee
keeping, to provide more options for 
farmers. A mile away is Dr. Murray's 
experimental farm . 

With obvious enthusiasm, Cain ex
plained the difference between sea
ponic and hydroponic farming. "Hy
droponics is growing plants in an inert 
material and flooding with a solution 
of 15 different salts . It's a more difficult 
process, but sea water provides all the 
elements in proper balance. It's much 
simpler to grow seaponically." 

Answering the inevitable questions, 
Cain said, "Yes, vegetables grown 
seaponically have better flavor than 
field grown. And the sea water doesn' t 
harm the plants because we use it in 
mixture with enough fresh water. " 

He conceded that shipping sea 
water to inland areas would be very 
expensive and the present process is 
limited to places near the sea. Even at 
Ft. Myers it costs $50 to haul one 
thousand gallons of sea water. " An
other possibility, though , is use of sea 
solids-that is, dried deposits of min
erals, seaweed and vegetation left after 
inland seas have drained away . 
There's a big deposit of sea solids in 
Nevada." 

"The majority of soil our vegetables 
are grown in is poor," Cain added. " It 
has too much nitrogen, potassium and 
phosphorous. It's so heavy with these 
fertilizers that these are leaching into 
our waterways and polluting the en
vironment. Even here in southern 
Florida where there's little industry, 
the coastal sea water I collect samples 
from is polluted with nitrogen and 
phosphate from runoff." 

Some fertilizer, however, is mixed 
with the sea and fresh water solutions 
at seaponic beds in Ft. Myers and La 
Gonave, Cain said , " because normal 
sea water does not have nitrogen in 
available form for growing. We have 
to add some nitrogen, phosphate and 
potassium, depending on the crop 
grown ." 

What about use of pestic ides and 

New World Outlook • May 1979 



"The benefits for soil 
and water-short coastal 
areas in poorer nations 

ore boundless." 

fungicides in the insect-infested area of "The person who operates a sea-
southwest Florida? Cain admitted he ponic farm should, first of all , have a 
had used them on seaponic vegeta- real interest in farming, but anyone 
bles, " but our plants show a marked who can read and write can grow 
resistance to disease. " seaponically," Cain answered. " If 

Sixty thousand pounds of tomatoes there's a literate person to oversee it, 
were grown in three crops at the the farm can't fail." 
experimental Ft. Myers farm from late He admitted there were some prob-
1977 through 1978, using 32 beds. lems in supervision of the La Gonave 
Based on a 90-day growing season, farm, though some tomatoes, wing 
this was a yield of 10 pounds of beans and lettuce were grown. But 
tomatoes per square foot of beds. with three Haitians, all agronomists 

Cucumbers and wing beans also working with Methodist Church 
have been grown and, Cain asserted, projects, trained in seaponics, this 
the possibilities for raising other vege- may be solved. A second seaponic plot 
tables seaponically are virtually limit- was built at the Protestant Teacher 
less. At this point, seaponic farming is Training Center at College Freres in 
generally restricted to vegetables, not Port-au-Prince in Haiti . The agrono-
grains, though Dr. Murray has grown mists will teach students the technique 
corn and oats with sea solids and there and at La Gonave and Jeremie 
reports higher, disease-free, yields . when they return . 

So far, trainees from Haiti, Hondu- The ECHO Mission also plans to 
ras and Chile have been or are being publish a seaponic manual in several 
instructed in the seaponic technique at languages which w ill provide simple, 
the Ft. Myers farm. Seaponic farming is step-by-step instructions. 
especially suited to tropical areas such Half of the vegetables raised sea-
as Haiti, Honduras (where seaponic ponically in Haiti go to the local 
beds may be installed on the island of Methodists who grew them, Cain 
Roitan) and southern Florida. In these reported, while the remainder are sold 
places sudden intense rainstorms in local markets to help finance 
leach the soil's nutrients into lower ~ucational work. The seaponic beds 
ground levels, thus depriving crops. are operated under a community 
Seaponics also is feasible, its propo- system. 
nents maintain, for dry areas of poor Elaine Cain believes seaponic farm-
soil like La Gonave because it uses ing has a great potential for women. 
only 2 percent of the water required by "Women should be involved because 
conventional farmin~ . they have to prepare and cook food . 

When Cain first visited La Gonave, a They're more likely to accept new 
coral rock island of 600 square miles foods if they can help grow them." 
where 60,000 people live, he found Tomatoes produced at the Ft. Myers 
farmers growing only watermelons experimental farm have been sold to a 
and peanuts. "They sell the watermel- local supermarket chain. This year a 
ons in the market to buy rice and man experienced. in produce will 
beans, their staple foods, which have manage the farm with the hope of 
to be imported. But with seaponics, making it pay its own way . Any profits 
they can grow more of their own food would go back to ECHO. 
intensively in a small area with yields UMCOR and its director, Dr. Harry 
per square foot that are ten times those Haines, strongly support ECHO Mis
in field agriculture." sion and the seaponic idea. This year 

Isn't the seaponic process too tech- the relief division of the Board of 
nical to be suddenly introduced into a Global Ministries has earmarked $35,
Third World nation where farmers are 000 for ECHO, which is an Advance 
still tilling their fields with hoes? Special. 
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Equally enthusiastic are United 
Methodists in Indiana, Ohio, Iowa and 
Florida who have sent work teams to 
help at the Ft. Myers training center 
and to Haiti. And seaponic tomatoes 
are the talk of the United Methodists in 
Ft. Myers where local church mem
bers have formed an advisory com
mittee for the training center. The Rev. 
Wayne Johnson, pastor of First United 
Met_hodist Church in Ft. Myers, is 
chairperson . 

Mrs. Ruth Norton, Sarasota district 
treasurer of United Methodist 
Women, told how word was spread 
about seaponics : 

"At a mission rally in Cape Coral we 
put a seaponic tomato on everyone's 
plate. Then Bob (Cain) went around 
telling about the program and asking 
for help in picking tomatoes." 

As part of its designated giving, the 
district has contributed funds to 
ECHO. 

James Jones, executive director of 
ECHO and now pastor of Calvary 
United Methodist Church in Ft. 
Wayne, Ind ., says ECHO has grown so 
fast that "my head is spinning. We 
strongly believe in the future of sea
ponics and other farming training, and 
then sending people forth," he added. 
"In the future, we'd also like to get one 
or two field directors to oversee the 
projects." 

Will seaponic farming someday be a 
necessity? Dr. Murray believes so. 
"Many scientists say we are rapidly 
losing phosphorous into the sea," he 
said . "This could be a limiting factor in 
life. Within one hundred years we 
could be without animal life because 
of bad food . On the other hand, in 
areas where the soil hasn't washed 
away, such as the valley of the Hunzas 
in the Himalaya Mountains of Asia, 
investigators have reported men and 
women live 120 years or more." 

While not as apocalyptic in his 
view, Dugger also believes in the need 
for much more research and experi
mentation in both seaponics and sea 
solids use. 

"The benefits for soi I and water
short coastal areas in poorer nations 
are bound less," he stated . "And in this 
country, I think there's tremendous 
opportunity for seaponic farms at 
retirement homes. They could be a 
hobby and outlet for people's energies 
and, at the same time, help cut down 
on groce1y costs, as well as providing 
more nutritious food." • 

Ms. M yer is senior staff w riter for Interpre
tive Services, Board of Global Ministries . 



WORLD HUNGE:R 

fl CHURCHMflN 
HELP) 

flD\Jl)E 
THE 

PRE)IDENT 
Feeding the hungry is a major 

emphasis of churches today. So 
it was fitting that a churchman, 

the Rev. Eugene L. Stockwell, was 
appointed to the newly created Presi
dential Commission on World Hunger 
last fall . 

As associate general secretary for 
overseas ministries of the National 
Council of Chuches, Dr. Stockwell 
oversees the work of Church World 
Service, the Protestant relief agency, 
and other ecumenical development 
programs. Formerly a Methodist mis
sionary to Latin America and an 
executive of the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries, he says 
hunger has long been a crucial issue to 
him. 

On the 20-member Presidential 
Commission on World Hunger, 
Stockwell finds himself in the compa
ny of nutritionist Jean Mayer, Nobel 
Prize-winning scientist Norman Bor
laug, former Agriculture Secretary 
Orville Freeman and consumer advo
cate Bess Myerson, as well as a food 
corporation president, several agri
culture experts, two Senators, two 
Representatives, three university presi
dents, and two entertainers, Harry 
Chapin and John Denver. Chairman is 
Ambassador Sol Linowitz, one of the 
negotiators of the Panama Canal trea
ties . 

All of the commissioners are rela
tively affluent, Stockwell readily 
admits, adding that singer John Denver 
flies to commission meetings in his 
private jet. But al I of them share a keen 

ELLEN CLARI<'. 
interest and involvement in hunger 
issues, he says. Denver, for example, 
has supported the Hunger Project and 
produced a movie about hunger, " I 
Want to Live." 

"Denver is well-informed and we 
happen to take many of the same 
positions so he must be right," says 
Stockwell with a grin . 

Religious Advisors 

Surprised to find himself the only 
representative of a religious body on 
the commission , Stockwell promptly 
set up his own panel of more than 40 
advisors of all faiths. This panel to the 
panel consists mainly of church and 
synagogue executives with "hunger 
portfolios" but includes at least one 
head of a denomination, Jimmy Allen, 
president of the Southern Baptist Con
vention and a friend of Jimmy Carter. 

If all goes according to schedule, the 
Presidential Commission will finish 
studying the hunger problem, review 
existing program~public and pri
vate, U.S. and international, and 
submit to the President by July 31 of 
this year interim recommendations for 
" significantly" reducing world hunger 
and malnutrition . A final report is due 
by June 30 of 1980, when the com
mission winds up its business. 

For Stockwell , the commission is a 
golden opportunity to get action on 
hunger-" not just sending more food 
aid, doing something seriously about 
hunger." But formidable obstacles 
abound. 

Stockwell (right) confers with President 
Carter. 

To begin with, public concern over 
hunger has all but vanished, acknowl
edges Stockwell , partly because of 
inflation and newer "fads", partly 
because "no major famines are on our 
TV screens as in '73-'74." 

While all the commissioners believe 
hunger to be an urgent matter, they 
disagree on its causes, extent and 
solutions. " When a Senator on the 
Commission [Robert Dole of Kansas) 
tells us in a public plenary that there is 
no hunger in the U.S. and therefore we 
don't have to do much about it, I get 
dismayed," says Stockwell . 

Roots of Hunger 

Few of the commissioners analyze 
the problem of hunger as sweepingly 
as Stockwell, he feels . " Although one 
cannot downplay climatic conditions, 
lack of production, poor distribution 
or increasing population, all of these 
together are insufficient to explain 
hunger, " he maintains. " Basically 
what we have is a problem of poverty 
caused to no small degree by the 
maldistribution of resources within the 
world and the fact that the wealthier 
nations by and large wish to keep 
power in their own hands. 

" That is an unpopular view in the 
commission , I'd say." 

Even if the commission ach ieves a 
consensus on hunger wh ich the Presi
dent endorses, there is no guarantee 
that its report will survive the Congres
sional process, Stockwell concedes. 

These drawbacks and the skeptics 
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A meeting of the Presidential Commission on World Hunger. President Carter, center right, is flanked by chairman Sol 
linowitz and consumer advocate Bess Myerson. Stockwell, facing Carter, is partially obscured by food executive and United 
Methodist layman D. W. Brooks. 

notwithstanding, Stockwell remains 
optimistic about the commission's 
possibilities . Interest in the commis
sion's work is high, judging from the 
"flood of mail" the commissioners 
receive and from the large attendance 
at regional public hearings the com
mission has held. 

Stockwell is impressed with what he 
describes as "the very high ethical 
consideration" of commission mem
bers. "My position on the 'immorality 
of hunger' is rooted in my belief in 
Jesus Christ," he says. " Theirs may be 
different, I don't know, but they use 
the same words." 

None of the commission members 
has advocated triage or "lifeboat 
ethics", he states, and several of them 
have specifically spoken against writ
ing off as unsalvageable the weakest 
and hungriest nations. 

The corporation executive on the 
Commission believes multinational 
agribusiness is the answer to hunger, 
Stockwell reports, "and though I don' t 
agree with him, I don't question his 
motivation." 

Areas of Agreement 

agreement on recommendations for 
creation of international grain re
serves, the coordination of the 26 
government agencies dealing with 
hunger and revamping of U.S. food aid 
policies. 

The commissioners agree that 
American food aid has too often been 
used politically, Stockwell elaborates. 
" And it is counterproductive when the 
dumping of food depresses prices and 
removes the stimulus to produce. 
Another problem is that the delivery of 
food has sometimes been bungled . 

"One thing that has been said at 
commission meetings and that I've 
been glad to hear is that the food 
distributed through private and church 
agencies is the food that is best 
handled. This is not always the case
in Guatemala there were reports that 
CARE and Catholic Relief Services aid 
really hurt local agriculture. But by 
and large it' s been a good record. " 

Church World Service, Stockwell 
notes, has been using American food 
surpluses under Public Law 480 less 
and less, primarily for food-for-work 
programs and institutional feedings. In 
places like Haiti and northeast Brazil , 

Wh ile it is unlikely the commission he says, CWS programs that pay 
will call for a new international people in food to build roads or sewers 
economic order, as Stockwell would have been effective in forging strong 
like, he feels members will reach community organizations. 
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Helping the Landless 

But some of the best church-sup
ported agriculture programs are not 
tied into P.L. 480, Stockwell says. He 
mentions a joint Protestant and Roman 
Catholic legal assistance effort in 
Paraguay on behalf of Indians who 
claim to have been pushed off their 
land and had their homes burned. 
(Stockwell himself practiced law 
briefly in New York City in the late 
'40's before entering seminary.) 

As the commissioners laud the 
hunger programs of the churches, 
Stockwell praises the goodwill and 
commitment to hunger solutions he 
has found in many sectors of govern
ment. " Sometimes we in the Church 
attack government in a broadside way 
which I think is unfair, " he says . 

One reason Stockwell is hopeful 
about the Presidential Commission on 
World Hunger is that the commission 
will have a year after submitting its 
initial report to marshal support for its 
implementation . This is unusual for an 
advisory panel . 

" Chairman Linowitz speaks of us as 
an activist commission," Stockwell 
says. " And Linowitz is a strong chair
man. If we ever agree on proposals, 
Linowitz will help.push them through, 
as he did the Panama Canal trea
ties ." • 



CHURCH DE:\IE:LOPME:NT 

DANIEL ). BREWER AND ANTHONY B. FADELY 

L iberia is unique in many re
spects. It is the only nation in 
Africa whose history is so closely 

intertwined with that of the United 
States, having been settled by freed 
slaves from America beginning in 
1822. It is the oldest republic in all of 
Africa, having become independent 
on July 26, 1847. It is the only African 
nation whose Declaration of Indepen
dence, Constitution, and form of 
government closely parallel those of 
the United States. It is the oldest 
" mission field" of the United Method
ist Church in America, having re
quested and received the first Ameri 
can missionary, Melville Cox, in 
1833. 

How has the Church fared in this 
environment? How has it developed? 
What is its life-style? Is it western? Is it 
African? What is the future of the 
Church in this land? 

Church development in Liberia is so 
diverse and creative that it is difficult to 
describe the whole of it in a limited 
space. It is like a diamond . It has many 
facets . We cannot look at all of these 
facets, but nine glimpses of programs, 
projects, and peoples may help to 
portray a major part of the whole . 

Liberians like to say : there is a right 
way to do things, a wrong way, and 
" the Liberian way. " " The Liberian 

way" is not a mixture of half-right and 
half-wrong answers, but rather a cre
ative third alternative, a uniquely 
African solution to African problems, 
which, because of Liberia's history, is 
usually a blending of African and 
American dynamics. 

Nine Glimpses 

(1) A good illustration of " the Libe
rian way" is the Church's answer to the 
problem of developing relevant Sun
day school materials. Until 1968, the 
churches of Liberia had to use im
ported materials from the United 
States. How do stories that talk about 
sidewalks in New York and snow in 
Chicago make sense to persons living 
in tropical Africa? Liberia's solution 
was to produce its own curriculum 
using only West African writers and 
artists. In these new books which are 
age-level graded from grades one to 
twelve, each lesson begins w ith a story 
from within African culture, like a 
story about a great tribal chief or an 
African family living in a town or 
village. Each lesson then moves to the 
biblical study for the day, and then 
back to an application to one's daily 
life as an African . In this way Chri st 
lives in African clothes. In this way He 
becomes real in an African setting. 

The Joint Curriculum project has 
been trul y ecumenical and interna
tional in nature. There is no other way 
it could have been accompli shed 
effectively because of its size and 
scope. Consultants and funding have 
come from the Lutheran World Feder
ation, the World Counci I of Churches, 
the United Method ist Board of Global 
Ministries and Board of Discipleship, 
the Lutheran Division of World M is
sion and Ecumenism, the Lutheran 
Board of Parish Education, the All 
Africa Conference of Churches, and 
the West African Bible Society. The 
sponsoring West African churches are 
the United Methodist Churches of 
Liberia and Sierra Leone and the 
Lutheran Church of Liberia . All of the 
writers, editors, and artists have come 
from Liberia , Sierra Leon e, and 
Ghana . 

Today these materials are being 
used not only in the Sunday schools 
but also in the government schoo ls, 
and requests have come in from other 
countries such as Nigeria and Ethiopia 
to purchase the books, books w hich 
speak the living Word of God in terms 
and concepts, stories and songs that 
really fit Africa . A Liberian proverb 
says : You eat my rice, you sing my 
song. For the first ti me in history, West 
Africans are eat ing a new rice of 



John N. Kofa and pilot Bennett listen to a short wave radio in Kofa's office. 

Christian nurture and because they are 
being well fed on it they are singing a 
new song of faith . And so the project is 
aptly named, " Food for Christian 
Growth," and the logo is an African 
mother nursing a child in front of a 
palm tree. 

(2) The Gbarnga United Methodist 
Mission, located 125 miles upcountry 
on the main road in Kpelle country, 
was opened in 1948 as a " home 
mission" of the Liberia Annual Confer
ence of the United Methodist Church 
with one mud-block building on 200 
acres of land . Through the dedicat d 
efforts of the Rev. and Mrs. U. S. Gray 
and a host of other missionaries from 
the United States and Europe, and 
scores of talented Liberian leaders, 
Gbarnga has been developed into a 
multi-dimensional training center 
which includes the St. John's United 
Methodist Church, an elementary and 
junior high school , an agricultural 
training center, and the Gbarnga 
School of Theology, the mainspring of 
Liberia's program of leadership devel
opment. The School of Theology, 
begun in 1959 as a Methodist pastors' 
school with an enrollment of three 
men who completed a one-year pro
gram, now serves the United Method
ist, Lutheran, and Episcopal Churches 
as a un ion seminary. Its multi - level 

program includes 12 student pastors, 
including one woman, who are en
rolled in a three-year diploma course 
which qualifies them £or ordination, a 
women's training center for the stu
dent pastors' wives and women of the 
local community with an enrollment 
of 35, and an extension "course of 
study" which trains over 200 lay 
pastors each year in the 14 districts of 
the United Methodist Church. 

(3) Ganta U~ited Methodist Mis
sion, located 165 miles upcountry 
from Monrovia in Mano country, was 
the first deep-interior mission in Li
beria. It was opened in 1926 by Dr. 
and Mrs. George Way Harley. At that 
time it took three weeks to walk into 
the Ganta area . Now it can be driven 
from Monrovia in less than four hours. 
Today this large complex includes the 
Miller McAlli ster United Methodist 
Church, an elementary and junior high 
school, a large hospital, a nursing 
school which for the past 18 years has 
been regarded as one of the best in the 
country, an agricultural training pro
gram, and a new vocational training 
center. 

(4) To reach the Sorklo River Dis
trict we would fly in the United 
Methodist "Circuit Rider" which is a 
specially equipped Cessna 180 bush 
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plane, because there are no roads 
down the remote Kru coast. The pilot is 
a missionary, Bob Bennett. At the 
district headquarters of Nana Kru in 
King William Town we would meet 
the Rev. John Nagbe Kofa, a dedicated 
Liberian minister and para-medic. As 
part of his program of church develop
ment, Mr. Kofa operates a medical 
clinic, the only one for miles around. 
Assisting him in another facet of the 
work is missionary Nancy Lightfoot 
who is helping to translate the Kru 

"E\JflNGEll<;M Hfl<; BEEN 
fl POWERFUL FORCE 

IN THE DE\JELOPMENT 
OF THE CHURCH 

IN LIBERlfl ... 
language and to train persons to 
become literate in that language. 

(5) In the most congested quarter of 
Monrovia, known as West Point, sister 
Doe Juah had a vision a few years ago: 
God wanted her to raise up a new 
church right in the midst of her 
crowded community. Illiterate but 
very gifted in prayer, she sought the 
help of other leaders and began a 
prayer band in her home. The prayer 



band soon outgrew sister Juah's home, 
and they moved into a larger room . 
Again the congregation grew too large. 
Today the Doe Juah Faith United 
Methodist Church has just completed 
a cement-block sanctuary and par
sonage. On any Sunday you can truly 
feel the Spirit in the midst of a 
congregation of 75 persons, half of 
whom sing in a dynamic choir com
prised of children, youth, and adults. 
And every Sunday Doe Juah is there, 
sharing her faith and vision as the 
church proclaims the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and serves the surrounding 
community . 

(6) On the outskirts of Monrovia in 
the community of Sinkor, another new 
congregation is working hard to finish 
its first sanctuary and fellowship hall. 
Begun as a Sunday school in 1966, the 
S. Trowen Nagbe United Methodist 
Church now numbers over 200 mem
bers. Its two choirs generate much 
enthusiasm and inspiration in the 
worship services. For the first five years 
the pastors were missionaries, but 
since 1972 the pastors have been 
African . Presently the pastor is a 
talented Ghanaian missionary, the 
Rev . Alfred Quainoo, who also serves 
as the associate director of the newly 
formed Department of Evangelism of 
the United Methodist Church. 

(7) Evangelism has been a powerful 
force in the development of the 
Church in Liberia, especially through 

the Godpower movement. In 1968 the 
late Liberian Bishop S. Trowen Nagbe 
had a vision that God's Spirit would be 
poured out anew to enable Liberians to 
become more effective witnesses to 
Jesus Christ. His vision has come true . 
In the past 10 years the United 
Methodist Church has nearly tripled in 
size from 11 ,000 members to over 
30,000. Last year for the first time a 
Liberian pastor, the Rev. John Russell , 
was appointed to serve as full time 
Director of Evangelism. His outstand
ing leadership ability promises great 
things for the days to come. 

(8) Although the per capita income 
in Liberia is only $235 per year, and 
although 95 percent of the 105 or
dained elders are " tent-making" min
isters, the Liberia Annual Conference 
receives $90-100,000 per year for its 
various development programs 
through the giving of local churches, 
and financial investments and devel
opment programs. Liberian Bishop 
Benn ie D. Warner, who is also the 
Vice President of the country, is giving 
strong support and creative leadership 
to strengthening the economic base of 
the Church's economy. 

(9) The White Plains Agricultural 
Project is a green miracle in the 
making. Five years ago the 200-acre 
conference retreat center, located 15 
miles outside of Monrovia, was mostly 
fallow land. Today most of it is in food 
production . Oil palms, a large chicken 

Nurse Marian Kehleay helps a patient from the hospital van at Canta Hospital. 

farm, and a vegetable farm provide 
food , cash , and training for many 
Liberians. And right across the St. Paul 
River is another 500-acre tract of land 
that will also soon be put into oil palm 
production in the near future . Ameri
can missionary Marvi n Wilson has a 
dedicated and capable Liberian counter
part in Burgess Dennis, who will one 
day soon be ready to take over 
leadership of th is important program of 
church development. 

You Can't Eat Crab With Shame 

A favorite Liberian proverb says: 
You can ' t eat crab with shame-
meaning, if you want to enjoy the 
sweet meat of the crab you must dig in 
and work hard to get its goodness out. 
Liberian Christians apply this attitude 
to their Church-they roll up their 
sleeves and dig in with amazing faith , 
dedication, vitality, and power in 
doing church development "the Libe
rian way ." The end resu It is an 
inspiring example of a comprehen
sive, creative, ecumenical , and holis
tic program . The future of the Church 
in Liberia has never looked 
brighter. • 

Danie l S. Brewer is a Liberian student at the 
Perkins School of Theology w here he is 
pursuing the M.Th degree. Anthony 8. 
Fadely is Missionary in Residence at 
Perkins after serving in Liberia for nine and 
a half yea rs. 

.... 



United Methodism's many sma ll 
churches can serve as a model of 
a loving, caring community to 

the entire denomination. 
That's the opinion of the Rev. J. Karl 

Jones, new Kansas Area Superinten
dent of Parish Development, a pioneer 
program which is revitalizing ministry 
of that state's small churches, both 
rural and urban. 

Although some of the original rea
sons for the establishment of the 
cooperative parish program were neg
ative--such as the demand of the small 
local church for survival and the need 
for more effective employment of 
clergy-it now is time to turn away 
from these, he explained . 

" We need now to emphasize the 
spiritual values of the small communi 
ty, the positive values of a caring 
fellowship which is the primary rela
tionship in small groups, and an 
awareness of what it means to be a 
loving, supporting, car ing body of 
Christ in every place. Only in this way 

can the Church of Jesus Christ thrive 
and grow and minister. 

" Our goal in parish development in 
Kansas in the 1980s is to begin to deal 
intentionally with motivation toward 
effective ministry and mission rather 
than just substituting one structure for 
another," Jones concluded. 

The Kansas movement for coopera
tive par ishes-a 40-year-old concept 
whose time seems to have come-
really began 11 years ago when the Tri 
County Parish, based in Herington, 
was formed (response, May 1978, pg. 
8). Others have followed , most of 
them in the last three yea rs, unti l now 
there are 19 cooperative parishes in 
the state, with at least eight more 
groups of churches consideri ng the 
structure. These vary from an inner city 
parish of 10 churches in Kansas City, 
Ks. , to a recently fo rmed Kiowa 
Keystone Parish in western Ka nsas 
with three churches. 

There were only a few cooperati ve 
parishes in the state in 1976 when 

MARJORIE: MATTHAE:I 

A worship service during a campout of the Jewell County Parish in northwest Kansas. 

under the leadership and encourage
ment of Bishop Ernest T. Dixon of the 
Kansas Area, an Area Superintendent 
of Pari sh Development, the Rev . 
George Almquist, was appointed and 
an office established in Salinas. The two 
Kansas conferences worked with the 
Town and Country Ministries Section 
of the National Division, Board of 
Global Ministries, in the planning of 
this fi rst such offi ce in the country. 
Vi sitors from throughout the country 
have visi ted Kansas to study the 
program . Almqu ist became nationally 
known for his pioneer developments 
in the field before he was murdered 
last fall in Wichita while attending 
Annual Conference. 

Bishop Dixon has been interested in 
small churches, primarily rural , for 
many years and had worked with 
black rural churches in the south as a 
young minister. He points out the 
decline in interest in town and country 
churches since the 1950's: 

" In the midst of our church 's effort~ 
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to minister to the wh ite persons 
movi ng to the suburbs and the ethni c 
groups movi ng into our large metro
politan areas, the small churches of 
200 members or less were forgotten. 
They were looked upon as 'W ay 
Stations' and/or stepping stones to 
success--to bigger and better things. 
In most instances, young ministers 
under 30 or older ministers over 60 
w e re ass ign ed to ser ve th es e 
churches . . . . W e embraced the 
ideas that 'Growth is Good' and 
'Bigger is Better'. 

As the bishop and other church 
leaders in Kansas began to explore the 
problem, they decided that promotion 
of a town and country and/or rural 
church program might tend to polarize 
the annual conferences' membership 
between urban or town and country 
concerns. " Also," he added, " That it 
would emphasize the differences, 
rather than the similarities, in the 
ministry and mission of both the urban 
and the town and country church . 

" First of all our approach included 
an effort to create an awareness of the 
significance of our churches with 
small membership and the need and 
value of their contributions to the life 
and work of our United Methodist 
Church .... Many of these churches 
considered themselves insignificant, 
unneeded or in a sense unwanted." 

Kansas was a good place to start 
such a program . There are 785 local 
United Methodist churches in the 
state, 430 in the Kansas West Confer
ence and 355 in Kansas East Confer
ence. In Kansas West, 226 or some 52 
percent have less than 200 members, 
125 or 25 percent have less than 100. 
In Kansas East, 216 or 61 percent have 
less than 200; 119 or 35 percent less 
than 100. 

There are a number of models used 
for ministry in the cooperative 
parishes, depending on the needs of 
the local churches. As an example, 
one group of seven small churches, 
formerly served by part-time student 
ministers, now has three full-time 
pastors . Usually each minister as
signed to a parish takes responsibility 
for one area, in addition to preaching, 
such as Christian education, evange-
1 ism , administration , etc . Larger 
churches with multiple staff may 
consider cooperating with a small 
rural church in a common ministry and 
witness. Or the parish churches may 
decide that they need a church and 
community worker. In one instance 
here they found a laywoman who was 

wi lling to take the necessary trai ning 
and become a member of the parish 
staff. 

Each parish group has from three to 
10 churches . Ind ividual churches are 
encouraged to do what they can, but if 
they want to do someth ing they can' t 
handle alone, the pari sh then can 
tackle it cooperatively. Most have a 
pari sh newsletter which is a good 
solution to the postal, office help and 
fi nanc:al problems incurred by a small 
church which tries tb have one of its 
own . 

Many of the pari shes, both urban 
and rural , have cooperative confirma
tion classes. " Last year we had 18 in 
our class from four churches and one 
pastor taught it, freeing the others for 
other activities," said the Rev . Willis 
Ell iott, TRI -UMP director for three 
downtown Wichita churches. A fourth 
church had joined in the special 
activity . Thi s spring, the Marais Des 
Cygne Valley Parish had a Confirma
tion Retreat at Camp Chippewa, with 
the parish staff sharing responsibility 
for the concentrated approach, plus a 
field trip. 

Other cooperati ve ventures which 
make ministry more vital-and effi
cient- are such things as Mini -tours, 
Bible studies, interest groups, special 
speakers, carpools to meetings of the 
larger church , saving money in buying 
cooperatively, better use of ministers' 
time. For example, if there are persons 
from the different churches in an area 
hospital , only one minister needs to 
make the trip to visit. 

While the present approach to 
parish development in the state is 
focused on small memberships in 
town and country areas, there are the 
two urban cooperatives which demon
strate the flexibility of the program : 
TRI-UMP in Wichita and the 10-
ch u rch Urban Ministries Unit in 
Greater Kansas City, Ks ., which in
cludes a black congregation and a 
center serving black people. 

" The idea is not to create a super
church, but to empower the church of 
small membership to be able to reach 
out in ministry, " says the Rev. Frank 
Dorsey, Emporia district superinten
dent who teaches parish development 
at St. Paul School of Theology in 
Kansas City, Mo. "Not all situations 
lend themselves to the cooperative 
concept, but where it does it can offer 
a better quality of ministry. " 

Intentional efforts have been made 
to give special attention to the small 
membership church and involve their 

leaders in significant activities and 
programs at the district, annua l confer
ence and national church levels. An 
example: both present conference lay 
leaders are from small membership 
churches, as have been several gener
al board members. 

The cooperative parishes often are 
formed at the instigation of laity . The 
Jewell County Parish of eight chu rches 
and three min isters in northwest Kan
sas was developed largely under the 
leadership of the laity of the churches, 
led by Harold Totten, a former General 
Counci l on M inistry member. Bishop 
Di xon says that it is important that 
each pari sh begin at the level of its own 
needs, that church members need to 
feel " ownersh ip"-that the structure 
and organization is their own . 

Teamwork involving the Bishop, 
district superintendents, Counci l on 
Ministry directors, and Parish Devel
opment Director are essentia l to the 
successful establishment of a viable 
Cooperative Parish Ministries Pro
gram, Bishop Dixon averred . " Th is is 
something that must be worked at 
continuously ." 

One of the most unusual develop
ments of this new form of pari sh 
ministry is the appointment of minis
ters. No longer are the smal l churches 
the last to be ass igned min isters--if 
there are any left! Bishop Dixon and 
the district superintendents now give 
parish staffs top priority . These are 
decided before other mini sterial 
moves, so that poss ibilities of staff 
personnel w ill not be limited and all 
ministers will be given an opportunity 
to serve on a Cooperative Parish staff. 

" We try not to appoint any person to 
a cooperative situation who is not 
acceptable to all the persons on the 
parish staff," the Bishop said . " And we 
try not to create a situation in which a 
person unwillingly consents to serve in 
a parish situation. One of our contin
uing concerns is that of changing the 
' ladder climbing' attitude existing 
among our ministers. 

"We stress the importance of serv
ing in a Cooperative Parish and seek to 
convince an increasing number of our 
pastors that one can experience a 
meaningful, fulfilling and rewarding 
ministry serving churches with small 
memberships. The values in serving a 
local church and being able to engage 
in one special area of concern are 
stressed." • 

Marjorie Matthaei is d irector of United 
Methodist News for the Kansas Area . 
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Ministries to the Allinll 

A PORTLAND 
CHURCH'S 
PROJECT 

Susan M. Lochs 

Every morning Daphne, who is 
seventy-si x, te lephones her 
neighbor, who is ninety-two. A 

set of window drapes is a signal 
between them . On most mornings the 
ca ll is routine. But should the drapes 
not open, Daphne's call could be
come an immediate source of help to 
the homebound woman. 

Daphne and her neighbor represent 
a growing number of older persons 
who are serving and being served by 
Rose City Park United Methodist 
Church in Portland, Oregon. Five 
years ago this church of 1200 mem
bers began to dream. Under the 
leadership of then senior pastor Robert 
Burtner the congregation began a 
lengthy study of their priorities for 
ministry. The resu lt was a remarkable 
analysis of their own resources and 
their community's needs. 

Located in a long es ta bl ished area of 
the city with a variety of characteris
tics, the church had many concerns 
from which to choose. One of the 
goals was shaped by church member 
Martha Westgate, who is a nurse. 
Martha personally contacted numer
ous senior citizens to ask how the 
church could help them. Through her 

Project director Carol Thompson. 

efforts the congregation saw that they 
could respond . At last the church 
decided to fund a project that would 
help people cope with the problems of 
aging. 

The project has become as varied as 
the needs it serves, according to Carol 
Thompson, who is the director. 

One of the foundations of the 
project is a well organized visitation 
program. At present th irty people visit 
about seventy others on a regular 
basis. Each visitor is introduced by 
letter to a specific homebound person 
and to that person's family . A written 
introduction is also sent to the institu
tion administrator should the visitee 
reside in a care facility. 

Volunteers are asked to make a 
commitment to visit monthly for one or 
two years. Should the homebound 
person have no relatives in the imme
diate area, the volunteer writes to that 
person's family on a regular basis, 
sharing information and noting con
cerns when appropriate. Reporting to 
the ministerial staff is also required . 

One of the most involved visitors is 
Hattie Bull , who is almost eighty 
herself. Hattie also works ~ctively to 
recruit other volunteers through Unit-

ed Methodist Women's circles. But 
she says it is not easy to interest people 
in visiting the homebound . She is not 
always successful , but she keeps 
trying. 

" It' s hard to carry on a conversation 
with someone you don' t know," says 
Florence Clark, who was one of the 
founders of the project. Other volun
teers agree: that is a feeling they have 
all shared. 

Indeed, people do not always want 
to be visited, at least in the beginning. 
Andy Upham tells about one woman 
he and his wife, Juanita, visit. An 
active church member who walked to 
church for many years, Margaret, who 
is eighty-nine, found she could no 
longer climb the church steps, so she 
began to come less often . Confining 
herself more and more to the security 
of her home, she began to limit the 
number of people she wanted to see 
until she had eliminated virtually 
everyone. Her experience is a com
mon one, and loneliness is a hard habit 
to break. But fortunately Andy and 
Juanita knew this through the training 
they and the other visitors receive. 
Each visit they make usually sparks a 
warmer welcome. 

Like most of the visitors, Hattie Bull 
speaks quietly but glowingly about 
those she visits. Her respect for the 
courage of her homebound friends is 
considerable. There is much to learn 
from people who try daily to be 
cheerful when their situation is not 
comfortable. There is sharing on both 
sides. As Carol Thompson puts it, the 
visitors "get as much service in giving 
as those they give to." 

Carol, who once served as a U.S.-2 
missionary in Eloy, Arizona, is now in 
her middle thirties. But most of the 
volunteers in the Health and Welfare 
project are senior citizens themselves, 
and this is no accident, she explains. 
Those who receive the services of the 
project benefit from their contact with 
people who have had similar life 
experiences. There seems to be a 
feeling of sensitivity between mem
bers of the same generation. 

Behind the Rose City Park project is 
the understanding of aging as a normal 
process of human life. In action this 
philosophy reflects the fact that no 
single age group predominates in the 
congregation . Some parts of the pro
gram are designed to help younger 
people become sensitive to that pro
cess. A special support group for those 
who are concerned about older family 
members meets monthly. This group 



(Above) Senior pastor James Jenkins does 
deliveries for Meals on Wheels. (Below) 
Volunteer Andy Upham both visits the 
homebound and coordinates volunteers for 
a city-wide meal program for the elderly. 

offers them a way to learn more about 
what is happening to those they love, 
and it is also a place where counseling 
is available to people who must work 
through the anxiety of making perma
nent arrangements for someone else's 
care . 

Family decision making receives a 
high priority at Rose City Park. A series 
of symposiums has helped families 
work together in dealing with issues of 
importance to older persons. Topics 
have included suggestions for helping 
people stay in their own homes and 
selecting a nursing home should that 
choice become necessary. Each sym
posium has used community re
sources extensively. 

Getting services to people is what 
the project is about, and the use of 
existing agencies has been an efficient 
way to do this. "One of the greatest 
resources we have," says Florence 
Clark, "is the fact that Carol has 
developed a wealth of information on 
sources of help for a wide variety of 
needs." Through the project clearing
house referrals can be made for almost 
any problem. 

A primary goal is to help older 
persons retain control of their own 
lives and when that is not possible, to 
help them relinquish control with 
dignity. 

Laura is a good example of one 
woman's determination to stay in her 
own home and remain independent. 
Blindness has not stopped her. Nor has 
the broken ankle she suffered last 
November in a fall outside her home. 
The help was there when she needed 
it. But she does not need it anymore. 
The last time Hattie visited her, Laura 
greeted her with freshly baked cook
ies. She shared her plans for shopping 
and a trip to the dentist. "She won't 
have time for visitors next week," 
reported Hattie. "She's too busy." 

One of the most important commu
nity services which helps people like 
Laura is Loaves and Fishes. This 
program provides a low-cost hot meal 
daily to those in the Portland area who 
might not otherwise be able to prepare 
a nutritious meal for themselves. 
Homebound persons receive their 
meal through an extension of this 
program called Meals on Wheels. 

Rose City Park is only one of many 
churches which donate space or vol
unteers to this city-wide program. 
Every Friday James Jenkins, current 
senior pastor, helps make deliveries 
for Meals on Wheels. Twice a month 
about ten volunteers from Rose City 

"Behind the 
• • pro3ect is an 

understanding 
of aging .as 
a normal 
process of 
human life." 
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(Below) Florence Clark and Carol 
Thompson discuss referrals to match 

problems with sources of help. (Right) 
Volunteer Bill Bolliger made a serious 

commitment to one person at a difficult 
time in her life. 

Park also travel to a nearby meal center 
to help serve the senior citizens who 
eat there. 

Other services offered by the Health 
and Welfare project include a library 
of large type books and tape and tape 
recorder circulation for the visually 
handicapped. Also available through 
the church is infprmatiqn on funeral or 
memorial service planning. Social 
groups meet monthly to provide fel
lowship for senior citizeps in the 
congregation and the neighborhood, 
and there is even a hiking group. 

"One of the things I have noticed 
this year is a difference in the kinds of 
requests we have had, " comments 
Carol Thompson. They have beeh 
more personal , indicating a higher 
level of trust people are placing in the 
project and its volunteers. The woman 
who asked for help in planning for her 
widowhood is a good example. No 
longer able to care for her terminally ill 
husband at home, she began the 
painful process of making choices 
about her future. Her initial request 
was for aid in organizing her finances. 
Carol asked Bill Bolliger to help. It was 
not only Bill's financial knowledge 
and access to legal advice, but his 
willingness to listen that made him a 
good choice. Bill's assignment began 
simply enough. But the complex 
details and feelings of grief that ac
company a death required more and 
more of his time, and his concern for 
the woman deepened. Then Bill 's 
commitment was challenged by one of 
the most devastating ice storms in . 
Portland's history. For nearly a week 
ice several inches thick knocked out 
electricity, broke phone lines and 
stopped traffic. For two days Bill 
Bolliger tried to call, and each time 
there was no answer. It was not until 
the third day of the storm that Bill was 
able to make his perilous way to the 
woman's house to find her warm and 
safe . 

The Rose City Park Health and 
Welfare project does not have all the 
answers, admits Carol Thompson. 
And only legislation can relieve some 
of the problems faced by older persons 
in this community and in our society. 
But the congregation of this church has 
found many more solutions than they 
expected to. They have asked "What is 
needed?" And they are giving them
selves as the answer. • 

Susan M . Luchs is a free-lance w riter in the 
Portland area. 
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Ministries to the Aging 

Methodist Senior Services 
in North Mississippi Roy Lawrence 

" We don't sit here and wait for older 
people to come to us-we go to them 
and ask, 'What are your needs and 
how can we meet them?' " That's the 
way the Rev. J. W . " Bill " Carroll 
describes the ministry of Methodist 
Senior Services. 

Methodist Senior Services is a resi
dential and outreach service spon
sored by the North Mississippi Confer
ence of the United Methodist Church . 
It began as an effort on the part of the 
North Mississippi Confer~nce to pro
vide facil ities and services for older 
persons on a non-profit and, where 
possible, charitable basis . 

When the Conference constructed 
Traceway Manor, a sprawling 101-
unit residential facility located in 
Tupelo, very few persons dreamed that 
in about ten years it would evolve into 
a state-wide network of three residen
tial homes, a nursing unit and an 
outreach service that would span a 
seven-county area of Northeast Mis
sissippi. 

" This is not nearly the end, " com
mented the Executive Director. " Our 
thrust for the future will be even more 
outreach programs ." Mr . Carroll 
added, " The local church is our 
greatest untapped resource ." He is 
committed to providing guidance to 
local churches planning a ministry to 
older adults. 

Both the residential services and the 
outreach services have expanded si
multaneously. And both are commit
ted to the idea of service to the elderl y 
regardless of race, sex and economic 
circumstances . This commitment led 
to the adoption of an affirmative action 
program in 1974 by the board of 
trustees. 

" Affirmative action is an intentional 
effort to provide equal opportunity to 
persons who otherwise might be de
nied such opportunity," Mr. Carroll 
said . The board's action was inspired 
by the personal convictions of the 
director who presentl y serves as 
chairperson of the Committee on 

Celeste Springer (left), Lee County homemaker and home health aide, checks her 
schedule with Johnnie Lampkin (right), d irector of outreach services. 

Affirmative Action of the Board of 
Global Ministries' Hea lth and Welfa re 
Ministries Divis ion. 

All of these residential fac ili ties and 
outreach services are operated by 
Method ist Senior Services (a name 
adopted in 1975) which has 153 
employees and an annual budget of 
$2 .3 million . 

RESIDENTIAL 

The idea of providing retirement 
residences for the elderl y on a low 
cost/nonprofi t basis co nti nu es to 
spread in North Mi ss iss ippi . While 
fi nancial problems continue to plague 
other denominati o nal ret irement 
homes, thi s has not deterred the board 
of trustees of Methodist Senior Ser
vices. 

The Board now operates four major 
faci I ities : 

* Traceway Manor in Tupelo, locat
ed on the Natchez Trace Parkway, was 

buiit in 1967. It has 101 units and 
offers private apartments and a broad 
range of supportive serv ices . It was the 
fi rst chu rc h-ow ned and church 
operated retirement home in the state. 

* Cedars Hea lth Center, a 120-bed 
ski lled and intermediate nursing care 
facil ity, was constructed in 1975 
adjacent to Traceway Manor in Tupe
lo. 

* Flowers Manor was opened last 
year in Clarksda le, M ississippi . Locat
ed in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, 
this 60-un it residence was made pos
sib le by a $600,000 gift from Roy 
Flowers of Mattson, Mississippi , and 
through gifts from North Mississippi 
United Methodists . It will be expanded 
to 88 units in the future . 

* Trinity Place in Columbus, M iss is
sippi , will open in the fall of thi s year, 
and will provide another 101 apart
ments for the elderly . It was bui It under 
the provisions of a Section 202 loan fo r 
elderly housing. 
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OUTREACH 

Thi s commitment to helping older 
persons gave rise to three basic out
reach services : Meals-On-Wheels, 
Homemaker Services, and Homemak
er-Health Aide Services. One is volun
tary, the other two are staffed by 
para-professionals . All are directed by 
Ms. Johnnie Lampkin , an ordained 
deacon of the North Mississippi Con
ference . 

Meals-On-Wheels 

Three times a week an army of 500 
volunteers moves across a three-coun
ty area carrying nutritional noon 
meals to the elderly. Last year a total of 
19,623 meals were delivered. 

The volunteers come from 
churches, civic groups and interested 
individuals. They give of their time and 
the use of their cars without any 
compensation , except the reward of 
service. 

" The strength of this program is in its 
volunteers," Ms. Lampkin empha
sizes. The whole program employs 
only two part-time staff workers. " The 
program provides the volunteers with 
an opportunity to see a specific need 
and to meet it," she added. " There is 
an immediate response reward " 
which she believes keeps the volun
teers serving week after week. 

Most (475 out of 500) of the 
Meals-On-Wheels volunteers are 
white but meals are delivered to all 
who request them regardless of race or 
sex . 

Most of the recipients of the meals 
are poor, alone and have some disabi 1-
ity. Some need the service only 
temporarily. 

Case histories provided by Ms. 
Lampkin dramatize the great needs 
which exist. Two of the recipients, for 
example, had been eating cat food 
because it was cheap and because 
they heard it contained a lot of protein 
and was easy to find in the store . 
Another couple in their seventies live 
in a low-rent black neighborhood. 
Both had suffered strokes, and the man 
h<kl poor eyesight and high blood 
pressure . " We thought we had been 
abandoned," they told the first volun
teers to arrive. 

Homemaker Florence Lang (right) helps 
Jewel Garner with her walker. Mrs. 
Garner says that she could not keep her 
house without the homemaker services. 
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Who pays fo r the mea ls? Recipients 
are asked to pay what they can and are 
urged to pay at least 50 cents per meal. 
Food Stamps can be used for payment. 
" Most older persons insist on pay ing 
their share," Ms. Lampkin poi nted 
out. 

Meals-On-Wheels began in 1972 
when Lift. Inc., and the Glenmary 
Catholi c Home Miss ioners supplied 
the money and the North M iss issi ppi 
Methodist Home for the Agi ng, Inc. 
(now ca lled the Methodist Senior 
Services) located at Traceway Manor 
acted as project director and deve
loped the program . 

It spread rapidl y and soon covered 
nine counties in Northeast Mississ ippi . 
Twenty communities were served . 
Since then some of the programs spun 
off on their own, and others felt that 
congregate meal sites better met their 
needs. Meals-On-Wheels has leveled 
off to serve a three-county area in 
twelve communities. 

Homemaker Services 

Another critical need being met by 
the Outreach Program is the Home
maker Service. This program employs 
15 para-professional homemakers, 12 
of whom are black, one is an Oriental 
and the other three are white. These 
dedicated workers provide assistance 
in home management and personal 
care for the elderl y and disabled in 
their own homes. 

" The beauty of this service lies in 
allowing an elderl y person to remain at 
home in familiar surroundings," the 
Rev . Mr. Carroll commented . " The 
Homemakers have a great sense of 
mission, and they get so involved w ith 
clients they become family," he sa id . 

This program, which has reached 
472 persons since it started in July, 
1976, is largely funded by Title 20 
federal money. The M ississi ppi State 
Department of Public Welfare pur
chases the services of these homemak
ers from Methodist Senior Services . 
Other funding has come from a 
Kendall Fund grant (Board of Global 
Ministries), local commun ity funds 
and gifts from local churches . The 
Glenmary Catholic Home M issioners 
al so provided seed money to help 
launch the service. 

M s. Lampkin expla ined, " Right 
now the Homemakers see about 250 
people a month in seven counties in 
Northeast Mi ss issippi. " They spend 
from two to four hours a day, one or 
two days a week, in the homes, 

(Top) Social worker and Kendall Fund schola r Deborah Agnew (left) d iscusses plans 
with Rev. J. W. Carroll (right), executive director of Method ist Senior Services, and 
administrator Ben Orr (center) of Cedars Health Cente r. (Above) Meals on Wheels 
coordinator Sarah Ballard (left) watches Percy Stith (right) prepa re a delivery, 
something he has done every Wednesday for the past six years. 

depend ing on the older persons' needs 
and their own workload . In January, 
1979, 45 of the recipients were black 
and 126 were white, while 60 were 
male and 111 were female. 

Homemaker-Health Aide Services 

Stil l expandi ng to meet community 
need s, Method ist Seni o r Services 
started a completely new program 
about eight months ago. Called Home
maker-Health Aide Services, a staff 
member was added who has nursing 
skill s. Still in its infancy, this program 
is already serving 20 persons in Lee 
County, through the service of a black 
staff member. 

Like most states, Mississippi antici 
pates a growing older adult popu lation 
in the not-too-distant future. To enable 
local churches to pick up on this 
cruc ial need, Methodist Senior Ser
vices has furni shed leadership for 
Seminars on the Aging throughout the 
state . It regularl y brings clergymen into 
its residences for brief periods of 
t raining through a "c lergy- in-resi-

dence" program. It also serves as 
consu ltant to local chu rches. 

While th is writer visited with the 
staff members of Methodist Senior 
Services the phone rang. It was a call 
from a local church, and a minister 
asked, " How can our Committee on 
Christian Social Concerns get involved 
in a service of outreach to our older 
adults? Can you come and explain the 
procedure to our people?" 

The director recalled another phone 
call earlier that morning from a nearby 
local church . They had discovered 
two older women in the community 
who had no blankets. The church 
wanted to furnish the blankets without 
embarrassing the recipients-could 
Homemaker Services handle it? 

Indeed it could . Methodist Senior 
Services is no less and no more than 
the church at work in a special ized 
ministry built around the question , 
" What are your needs and how can we 
meet them ?" • 

Roy Lawrence is editor of the Mississippi 
United Methodist Advocate. 
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Fresh Impressions irom a Burmese Christian 

A lot of Westerners have gained a 
false impression about Burma in 
recent years, according to a 

prominent Burmese church leader, U. 
Kyaw Than (oo chow thahn). 

Because Burmese church officials 
have not been able to travel outside the 
country, he finds, many people got the 
idea that Burma had curtailed religious 
freedom . 

Actually , the travel restrictions were 
not directed against the churches or 
other re ligious groups, he says, but 
applied to all citizens who were not 
part of government delegations. And 
inside Burma, he says, church life has 
gone on much as usual. 

- It seems that the government may 
now be relaxing a bit. In January, Than 
and four other Burmese got permission 
for a trip to Jamaica, where they 
attended a meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of 
Chu rches (WCC). Even then, howev
er, they could not use any of Burma's 
extremely limited foreign exchange. 
So the WCC and its relevant member 
churches took care of their expenses. 

Also among those making the trip to 
Jamaica were the general secretary of 
the Burma Council of Churches, U 

Tracy Early 
Aung Khin, and his deputy, U Tun Zin . 
(U is a Burmese title almost equivalent 
to Mr., but with a little more sense of 
honor. A man of the poorer, unedu
cated classes may not get it until he 
reaches old age, but all university 
graduates are usually ca lled U. ) 

Zin belongs to the Lower Burma 
Methodist Church, which is an auton
omous body of 3000 members related 
to the United Methodist Church and 
receiving modest assistance from the 
Board of Global Ministries. It will 
ce lebrate its centennial this October. 
The Upper Burma Methodist Church is 
related to British Methodists and has 
some 30,000 members. 

Baptist Legacy 

Than is a Baptist. Baptists, who trace 
their history to the pioneering work of 
missionary Adoniram Judson, are the 
largest Christian group in Burma. 
Other churches of significant size are 
the Presbyterian, Anglican and Roman 
Catholic . However, Burma is 85 per
cent Buddh ist, so the Christian com
mun ity as a whole remains much in the 
minority. 

When Westerners hear of Manda-

lay, the words of Rudyard Kipling may 
come to mind : 

"On the road to Mandalay, 
Where the flyin ' -fishes play, 
An ' the dawn comes up like 

thunder outer China 'crost the Bay! " 
But Mandalay has religious impor

tance as a center of Buddhism, with 
important pagodas, and in 1871 was 
the site of the 5th council held by the 
Theravada branch of Buddhism since 
the Buddha's death . The 6th council 
was held 1954-56 in Rangoon . 

Though the delegation to the WCC 
meeting made history as the first 
Burmese church officials allowed out 
of the country for many years, Than 
himself had not been isolated but was 
working outside most of those years. 

Want ing to emphasize the ministry 
of the laity, Than never secured 
ordination, but he has long worked for 
international church agencies . In 
1968 he succeeded the late D. T. Niles 
of Ceylon (Sri Lanka) as general 
secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, predecessor of the pres
ent Chri stian Conference of Asia , and 
served until 1973. During that period 
he was based in Bangkok, Thailand . 

He subsequently taught at the Yale 

U Kyaw Than (center) during a break at the Jamaica meeting of the World Council of Churches' Central Committee. 
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Divinity School , Vancouver School of 
Theology and Selly Oak Colleges, 
England, before returning to take up a 
new position in Rangoon at the 
beginning of 1978. Meanwhile, he 
had attended the 1975 Assembly of the 
WCC in Nairobi , and was elected to 
the Central Committee. 

His job now is directing a Training 
Institute for Christian Participation in 
National Development, operated 
under auspices of the Burma Council 
of Churches with some assistance from 
the German agency, Bread for the 
World. Some 30-35 people are in
volved in the institute's and national 
ecumenical programs as project lead
ers, faculty or in other roles, he says . 

Positive Thinking About Government 

The name of the institute somewhat 
reflects Than's attitude toward what 
has been happening in his country . He 
does not want to be identified as a 
propagandist for the government, but 
he attempts to do as much positive 
thinking as possible . 

He also wants to see Christians 
participating in the national life of 
Burma, rather than withdrawing into 
some isolated existence behind 
church doors. 

Since 1962 Burma's administration 
has been led by Gen . (and later U) Ne 
Win with the cabinet members drawn 
mostly from military officials. Though 
Than does not say a military govern
ment constitutes his ideal, as a mem
ber of the Christian minority he sees 
advantages in the secular state it has 
brought. And he says it allows believ
ers to profess, practice and propagate 
their faith freely . 

The previous government, which 
took office when Britain granted inde
pendence to Burma in 1948, was 
headed by Premier U Nu, a devout 
Buddhist who established Buddhism 
as the state religion . 

Than also defends the Burmese 
government, of Nu 's day as well as 
Win's, against charges of persecuting 
Christians in its treatment of the 
Karens, a minority group that includes 
many Baptists. He is himself a member 
of the Burmese majority, and from a 
Christian family that has had a few 
members in government service. From 
this perspective, he sees the govern
ment's action to stop attempts at 
secession as a justified effort to main
tain national unity . 

Burma's government says it is fol
lowing a Burmese road to socia lism, 
and not taking some other country 

such as China or Russia as a model. 
But as a government devoted to 
socialism, it considers itself the agent 
of development, and prefers participa
tion in development by the general 
community, as distinguished from 
sectional groups. 

Christians in Society 
Than is looking for ways that Chris

tians can put themselves into the 
mainstream of national development. 
And this is the purpose of his institute. 

Describing a three-point program, 
Than lists first the educational aspect. 
" We study the papal encyclicals such 
as Rerum Novarum and Populorum 
Progressio, and the World Council of 
Churches statements," he says. "We 
try to show this is not something the 
churches just woke up to yesterday." 

And they study development ma
terial from the United Nations and 
other international sources, he says. 
But at the same time they are studying 
the development goals of the Burmese 
government, now into the third of the 
four-year segments in its overall 20-
year plan. " Otherwise Christians de
velop a minority complex and say they 
are not concerned with this," says 
Than . 

A second part of the institute's work 
is assisting development projects. 
"Can we hope God wi 11 open doors for 
actual participation in development?" 
Than asks. "I n my experience, quite a 
few doors are opening." 

He considers agriculture a more 
suitable area for the institute's work 
than industry, he says, and has been 
approached to help with such projects 
as helping some growers can fruit that 
has been rotting because it could not 
all be used while it was fresh . 

The third part of the institute's work 
is relating Burmese needs with a 
wee program to aid development, the 
Advisory Committee on Technical 
Services (ACTS) . "I am looking at the 
program of this committee from within 
the Burmese framework, " Than says. 
" We may be able to send graduates 
from the Institute of Technology in 
Rangoon to help in remote villages." 

No Spirit of Isolationism 

Though largely cut off from the 
outside world in recent years, with the 
government refusi ng to extend any 
resident visas for non-governmental 
persons from abroad after 1966 and 
restricting the visits of foreigners , 
Burma's churches seem to have pre
vented any spirit of isolationism from 

developing. The Burma Council of 
Churches aligns its program with the 
wee even to the extent of setting up 
several units under the same nomen
clature as the WCC's. 

Assessing the WCC after the Jamaica 
meeting, Than found himself basically 
supportive. He regrets the failure of 
other wee programs to get as much 
public attention as the Program to 
Combat Racism, though he supports 
that program too. 

He thinks the conference on faith 
and science that the WCC's Church 
and Society Department is holding this 
summer at MIT will be particularly 
important. Though he is not attending 
it, a Buddhist from Burma along with a 
Christian theologian and a scientist 
will be among the participants, he 
says . 

He also sees special importance in 
the 1980 conference of the WCC's 
Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism, to be held in Australia . 
Some Burmese will attend, he expects. 

Burmese travel restrictions are in a 
state of general relaxation , Than be
lieves. When the present government 
came to power, it had to engage in a 
considerable struggle for survival , and 
even now there are reports of some 
guerrilla resistance in parts of Burma . 
Than says he can " understand" the 
government's desire not to have Bur
mese going abroad giving interpreta
tions of the national situation different 
from the government's. But he thinks 
the government may now be feeling 
more pliable and better able to tolerate 
different " interpretations." 

In any event, he finds the life of the 
churches inside Burma going forward 
in an encouraging way. When his 
fellow Baptists have their assemblies, 
drawing 5000 to 7000 people, the 
government provides "Baptist trains" 
for transportation . In December 1977, 
Baptists in the northern state of Kachin 
celebrated their centennial with a 
mass gathering that drew 100,000 
people . Carrying out the " 100" 
theme, he says, they had 100 ministers 
participating in a river baptismal ser
vice for 6214 candidates . 

The American missionary Adoniram 
Judson, who went to Burma in 1814, is 
remembered for his saying, " The 
promises of God are bright as the stars 
in the heavens. " Than seems equall y 
optimistic today. • 

Mr. Early is a frequ nr contributor to New 
Wo rld Out look. 
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THE llOYIMG 
FINGER WRITES--

CALIFORNIA APPEALS COURT 
SAYS CHURCH SUBJECT TO SUIT 

IN PACIFIC HOMES CASE 
The United Methodist Church as a 

denomination is a jural ent ity and subject 
to suit, a Californ ia Court of Appeal said 
March 8 in San Diego. 

In a unan imous opinion, the three-mem
ber panel held " the guarantee of due 
process of law and religious freedom under 
the (Californ ia and U.S.) Constitutions" 
does not prohibit the denomination's being 
sued. The decision reverses an earlier 
rul ing of a lower court dismissing the 
denominat ion from a mult i-mill ion dollar 
class action lawsuit growing out of the 
Pacific Homes retirement network 
bankruptcy. 

The Court of Appeal, in the 23-page 
opinion , said " we wish to stress (this 
particular) decision .. . does not imply 
any lack of compass ion by the United 
Methodist Church or infer liability on its 
part," but "simply determined (the denom
ination) is suable." 

Samuel W. W itwer Sr., Chicago, chief 
legal counsel for denominational units 
involved in the extensive series of court 
actions related to the bankruptcy, said the 
California Supreme Court will be asked to 
review the Court of Appeal ruling . That 
request was expected to be filed before the 
end of March . 

Mr. Witwer termed the decision a 
" landmark" which, if allowed to stand , 
" w ill affect how Methodism will function 
throughout the nation, and w ill have an 
impact on all other religious, fraternal , and 
social organizations us ing a common 
name. " 

" This decision, " he continued, " with
out correction could have the effect of 
making the denomination respond in any 
courthouse in America whenever a plain
tiff wanted to plead existence of an agency 
relationsh ip with some unit no matter how 
localized ," and " churchmen will have to 
give serious thought as to how the denomi
nation can function effectively in this age 
of litigation ." 

The attorney sa id the opinion is the " first 
published ruling in 200 years of American 
history in which a church is held to be 
responsible for the actions of locali zed 
units. " He likened the issue to the " Vatican 
being made to respond to a tort in a local 
parish ." 

The Rev. Ewing T. Wayland , general 
secretary of the church's General Counci I 

on Finance and Admini stration , said he 
was " very disappointed" at the Court of 
Appeal ruling. 

In the original opinion handed down 
March 20, 1978, San Diego Superior Court 
Judge Ross G. Tharp said the suit had the 
pote'ntial to " effectively destroy Method
ism in this country" and " would have a 
chi I ling effect on all churches and religious 
movements by inhibiting the free associa
tion of persons of similar religious beliefs." 

In his original opinion dismissing the 
denomination, Judge Tharp left in as a 
defendant the church' s General Council 
on Finance and Administration (GCFA). 
Despite a series of appeals, that ruling still 
stands. 

As a result of the March 8 Court of 
Appeal ruling, the denomination, GCFA 
ancj a variety of denominational un its and 
individuals, including the Pacific and 
Southwest Annual Conference, stand as 
defendants in one or all of three major 
proceedings totaling upwards of half a 

. billion dollars . 
Included is the class action suit in state 

court, originally asking $266 million, but 
now seeking demonstrable damages with
out a specific dollar figure; the suit in 
federal court involving sa le of $5 mill ion 
worth of bonds by Pac ific Methodist 
Investment Corporation ; and another suit 
in federal court by the court-appointed 
administrator of the homes seeking more 
than $50 million. 

In a related development, a major 
accounting firm, named as a defendant in 
the multimillion dollar class action lawsuit 
in the Pac ific Homes bankruptcy, said 
March 15 it has agreed in principle to an 
out-of-court settlement. 

Negotiated between Coopers & Lybrand 
and the residents of Pacific Homes who 
brought the suit, the three-part package is 
put at $1 million . Should the plaintiffs ever 
receive a judgment against the United 
Methodist Church or other defendants, the 
firm would stand to recover up to $600,-
000. 

Other defendants contacted by United 
Methodist Communications declined to 
comment on the surprise move, but the 
church's basic defense posture is not 
expected to be affected . 

The accounting firm served as auditors 
for Pacific Homes for a number of years 
during the time the retirement network's 
financial problems were worsening, and 
the class action suit charged the conditions 
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were not disclosed . During a part of that 
time Coopers & Lybrand audited accounts 
of the church's General Council on Fi
nance and Administration, another defen
dant in the class action lawsuit. 

The denomination has argued from the 
beginning that Pacific Homes, a not for 
profit California corporation, never was 
related to Methodism in its worldwide 
aspect, and GCFA had no connection with 
the operation. 

(UMC, Robert Lear) 

VOLU NTEER OF THE YEAR 
IS A RETIRED MINISTER 

The 1978 Volunteer of the Year award of 
the National Association of Health and 
Welfare Ministries of the United Method ist 
Church has gone to a remarkable 84-year
old retired minister of the Detroit Annual 
Conference, the Rev. Benjamin Holme. 

The award honored Dr. Holrne for being 
"the main factor in furnishing the inspira
tion , the drive and direction" in saving the 
two debt-ridden retirement homes of the 
conference. Despite impaired vision and 
other physical difficulties, Dr. Holme 
wrote the script for a recent fund-raising 
promotion and traveled extensively 
throughout the conference in behalf of the 
successful $3 million campaign. 

The award also recognized Dr. Holme's 
activities at Bou levard Temple United 
Methodist home in Detroit, where he has 
lived for the past three years with his wife of 
58 years, Verna. Dr. I lolme serves as 
president of the 200-member residents 
association, acts as volunteer chaplain, 
hosts meals and makes daily rounds of the 
124-bed nursing care section to cheer and 
counsel the patients. 

" I have a concern for old people, 
naturally , I ' m part of the problem ," 
quipped Dr. Holme, when he was pre
sented the award at the association's spring 
meeting in Anaheim, California. " But I'm 
concerned not for the sprightly senior 
citizens, but for the frail elderly, the 
dependent, the lonely, the handicapped, 
the ill." 

Dr. Holme considers himself " fairly 
hea lthy" in spite of his ailments. His erect 
carriage, sharp mind and robust voice lend 
credence to his opinion. " I take a walk 
every day unless the wind-chill factor is 20 
degrees below zero," he said during an 
interview. 

Making calls on Bou levard Temple's 
nursing patients has given him both 
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Eighty-four-year-old Dr. Benjam in Ho lme 
receives Volunteer of the Year awa rd from 
M. Joe Helms, newly installed president of 
the National Association of Health and 
Welfare Ministries at the 39th annual 
convention in Anaheim, Cali f. 

empathy and respect for the less fortunate 
elderl y, Dr . Holme said . " W a lking 
through the nursing area can be depress
ing," he admitted . " A lot of the patients are 
incapacitated . Many are w ithout re latives. 
They need help. We ought to be grateful 
the church is providing for them . 

" In the home you find a lot of physi cal 
pain but you also find a lot of cou rage . You 
encounter acceptance by the patients of 
their situation-not just enduran ce
which finds strength in relig ion. People 
help each other. They are compass ion
ate." 

It was the human need of old people that 
Dr. Holme wanted to inject into the 
fund-rais ing campaign for the conference's 
retirement homes, Boulevard Temple and 
Chelsea. " Some peop le get interested in 
the mechan ics of forms and such," he said . 
" I prefer to descrioe individual res idents of 
the home like the testy man of 99 w ithout 
his arm who knew Ty Cobb-or the lonely 
blind woman . These are real people. 'They 
are your wards,' I tel I church members." 

While acknowledging that his " think 
people, not bu i ldings" appeal had the 
effect of " wooing the dol lars," Dr. Ho lme 
seemed more pleased with another result . 
" The campa ign has created a lot of interest 
in old people and a lot of visits from 
churches,'' he said . " It's created serious 
consideration of the homes by the confer
ence." 

The retirement homes' financial troubles 
stem from a number of factors, according 
to Dr. Holme: " stingy" past support from 

the conference ($85,000 is budgeted 
annually for the two homes), ris ing labor 
costs, inflation, the " exorbitant paper
work" req uired by the state, renovations 
necessitated by a revised health and safety 
code. Fifty-percent of the residents are 
indigent and state aid fo r them is inade
quate, he continued. " Michigan pays 
$26.20 a day per patient," he said , "but 
the cost to the home is $37 ." 

Dr. Holme said he had had a long 
association with the conference's retire
ment homes du ring his ministry as pastor, 
district superintendent and executive sec
retary of the Methodist Union of Greater 
Detro it (the city missionary society). He 
remains a tru stee of the conference's 
reti rement homes corporation. Two dec
ades ago he headed a conference commit
tee which explored the possibility of 
converting Boulevard Tem ple from a large, 
decli ning church wi th adjacent commer
cia l property into a reti rement home. " A 
ve ry imagi native reh abilitatio n," Dr . 
Hol me said of the project which was 
completed in 1976. 

Love makes life worth bearing. 
Gins with emotional problems come to the David and Margaret Home in Laverne. 
California. There they find love and understanding that helps them tum their lives 
around. Since 19'0. this United Methodist home has provided residential care and Chris
tian concern for g ins twelve to eighteen. 

Through individual and group motivation, the girls learn to live under firm. consistent 
and loving limits. Treatment programs help them to understand and accept reality 
and to become responsible for their own behavior. Funds are needed to engage a 

seminary student to strengthen religious programs for these g ins 
who are struggling to better themselves and others. 
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Share your love through a gift today. I 
A[)l(4NCE NAME I 
Clip th is coupon STREET ADDRESS I 

and mail with 

I your check to CITY STATE ZIP I 
Nat ional Division I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONF ERENCE I 

4 ?5 Riverside Drive The Un11ed Methodist Child Suooon Program is a part of the world wide ministry ol 

LNew York · N. Y · 10027 Th e Board of Global M1n1stnes all w1!h child care 1ns11tu11ons approved as Advance SoeciaJs I 
__________ ________ ... 
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The white-haired minister is a great 
booster of Boulevard Temple. " The home 
is filled up and we have an ecumenical , 
interracial fellowsh ip," he boasted . " We 
have about 25 black residents and 18 who 
belong to denominations other than 
United Methodism." He scoffed at the 
notion that the neighborhood might be 
unsafe. " The media has created the image 
of Detroit as 'crime city'," he said, " but I 
know of only one purse-snatching near the 
home. 

" We have always lived in the city, " Dr. 
Holme went on. "We like to hear the fire 
sirens at night and see the lights. The bus 
stop is across the street from the home and 
senior citizens can get a free ride . It's easy 
for our grandchildren to visit. " 

He and his wife could have gone to live 
with one of their two children, Dr. Holme 
said . "We' re on very good terms with 
them," he said . " But their lifestyles are 
different, and they keep their houses too 
cold for old people. On the other hand in 
the Home, they keep it too hot. We're hard 
to satisfy, huh?" he laughed, turning to his 
wife and squeezing her hand which he had 
clasped throughout the interview. E.C. 

NEW REFUGEE LEGISLATION 
SUPPORTED BY CHURCHES 

Five religious organizations resettling 
refugees and migrants to this country have 
endorsed legislation introduced in both the 
Senate · and House of Representatives 
March 13, which would overhaul U .S. 
refugee policy. 

Testimony prepared by the five groups 
plus five others-which together comprise 
the Committee on Migration and Refugee 
Affairs of the American Council of Volun
tary Agencies for Foreign Service--was 
presented at a March 14 hearing convened 
by the Senate committee on the judiciary. 

"We believe the proposed legislation is 
the most significant and constructive de
velopment in the field of refugee and 
migration affairs that has been presented to 
the Congress and to the American public 
since the historic 1965 Immigration and 
Nationality Act," Ingrid Walter, chairper
son of the Committee on Migration and 
Refugee Affairs, told the Senate commit
tee. 

Cross and 

Flame Pendant 

$9.95 

Postpaid 
This beautiful Cross and Flame Pendant 

is handmade by a member of the Taos 
United Methodist Church. The cross is 
sterling silver and the flame copper. The 
entire pendant measures 1 in . tal I and ¥e in . 
wide. It is also available as a stickpin or tie 
tack at the same price. To order, send 
check or money order to : El Gringo 
Gallery, B9x 2356, Taos, N.M. 87571 . 

The measure would remove the geo
graph ical and ideological restrictions in 
the current law's defin ition of refugees . It 
also would provide for the regular admis
sion to the United States of 50,000 refugees 
annually, substantially higher than the 
current limit of 17, 400 . The bill would also 
create a flexible procedure to meet emer
gency refugee situations and other prob
lems of special concern to the U.S. , if they 
cannot be handled within the regular 
50,000 ceiling, so that an additional 
number of refugees could be admitted . It 
would also provide for the Federal govern
ment bearing refugee resettlement costs for 
two years. 

Speaking on behalf of Church World 
Service; Lutheran Immigration and Refu
gee Service; Migration and Refugee Ser
vices, U.S. Catholic Conference; Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society; World Relief Com
mission of the National Assoc iation of 
Evangelicals; and the five other non-sectar
ian agencies in the committee, Ms. Walter 
told the senators at the hearing that the 
proposed legislation " will facilitate the 
continuity of programs which, from our 
particular vantage point, are critical in 
terms of effective refugee resettlement. " 

" We are gratified ," she said, " that under 
the bill the normal flow of refugees would 
be admitted as immigrants rather than as 
parolees and conditional entrants ." 

Ms. Walter, w ho is also director of the 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugees Ser
vice, said that if th is proposed bill had been 
in effect during recent years, " great an
gu ish and hardship could have been 
avoided and we, the American resettle
ment agencies, would have been able to 
do a significantly more effective job in 
discharging our responsibilities. " 

Pointing out that the 10 agencies which 
are members of the Committee on M igra
tion and Refugee Affairs have resettled 
some two million refugees in the United 
States since World War II , she reminded 
the senators that "it is the voluntary 
resettlement agencies which, working in 
partnership with the states and Federal 
government, actuall y resettle refugees in 
this country ... " 

" We would like to stress that refugee 
resettlement is an ongoing process, and 
that the voluntary resettlement agencies 
bear a continuing responsibility for these 
newcomers throughout the process . To this 
end," she added , " we would hope that 
legislative history w ill make clear that 
funding for resettlement, as well as for 
ongoing programs of maintenance and 
services to refugees, should be either 
through the voluntary agencies directly or 
through public resources-whichever is 
appropriate under the circumstances." 

(RNS) 

Help Yourself ... 

Good News for 
Off Seasons 

C. A. McClain writes about 
the unpredictable times in 
life-times of stress and doubt. 
The individual needs strength in 
times of trouble, and in this 
colorful yet deeply personal 
book, Dr. McClain advises us to 
look to our Christian faith when 
we are struggling. He believes 
the Christian alone has that 
special gift of faith that makes 
times of stress liveable. $4. 95, 
paper 

Choose to Wini 
"Every negative force in life 

can become a positive force for 
good," says Ernst G. Schmidt, a 
dynamic preacher and advocate 
of the "opportunity attitude." 
Here is a challenging, motivating 
look at the tremendous healing 
power available to you when 
you Choose to Win! $6.95 
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The June issue will be a Special Issue oh 
the M iddle East to coincide and supple
ment the study theme, " Middle East 
Mosaic. " There are articles on the Pa les
tinians, on Israel i and Arab responses to the 
new treaty , and on Christian educational 
institutions. The main focus of the issue 
will be on Christianity in the Middle East, 
including a look at churches and their 
contempo rary perspective , profiles on 
Middle East Christians, both heads of 
churches and lay persons, photographs of 
village work in Egypt, and a description of 
women's church work. 

MISSIONS-more than words-
The global perspectives of Christian mis
sion are presented with clarity and convic
tion. Articles, news, editorials, letters from 
overseas, book and film reviews, all help to 
interpret the present mission in the world 
and the world in mission. 

11111~~ 1aU11~ 

Through Advonce Specials United Method ists select 
o WHO will receive their gifts o WHAT specific 

programs will receive their support D WHEN they 
will g ive. The Advance is a year-round program 

D HOW MUCH their gift will be. Projects range from a 
few to many thousands of dollars 

Through your own choice-or the choice of your 
group or local church- become a partner in mission 

through one of six channels· World Division. National 
Division. UMCOR. Conference Advance Specials. 

Subscribe now! 

Ethnic Minority local churc hes. or World 
Hunger Missionol Priorities. 

For 1nformat1on about 
Advance Specials write 

United Methodist 
Communications 

1200 Davis St .. 
Evanston, IL 60201 

Eleven issues only $4.00 
O One year subscription to New World Outlook 

($4.00) 

8 Combination subscription with response ($7.00) 
Three year subscription special rate $10.00 
(Combination with response $20.00) 

Name~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Add res.,._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

City or Town~--State -- Zip Code -
Send to : 

Service Center, 7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
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The Best 
of Festival 

LE'JTERSTO 

~N 
CHARLIE W SHEDD 

.. Ulhor o1 1.r.rr£.R~ TO PHii .ir 

Inexpensive Paperbacks for Everyone 
Bless This Mess and Other Prayers 
by Jo Carr and Imogene Sorley. 

"Many an unexpected insight into Christian faith arises 
from these ... creatiue talks with God. "Bo J 

- OKSTORE OURNAL 
"Nice reading ... communicates the tenderness of genuine 

deuotion . . . " -Pu BUS HERS WEEKL y $1. 50 

How Came the Bible? 
Edgar J . Goodspeed presents a rewarding, concise story 

of how the books of the Bible were preserved, canonized, 
and translated. $1. 75 

Letters to Karen 
On Keeping Love in Marriage 

"Full of parental affection, religious faith , and the 
thought and concern roused by the author's 
experience ... " -PuBLISHERS WEEKL y $1. 25 

The Master's Men 
William Barclay ... " makes us see and understand in a 

way which leads past the men to their Master." 
-LESLIE WEATHERHEAD 

Character sketches of the disciples. $1. 50 

Abundant Living 
E. Stanley Jones shares the growing Christian experience 

and radiates health and love for the total life. $1 . 95 

The Divine Yes 
"Reflects what (E. Stanlev Jones) had feruently preached 

during his ministry-Victory in Jesus." 
-CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLER $1. 50 

Steps to Prayer Power 
Jo Kimmel's best selling guide to effective personal 

prayer. $1.25 
" ... highly recommended to prayer groups and to 
indiuiduals who wish to deepen their prayer life." 

-RELIGION IN THE NEWS 

Strange Facts About the Bible 
Webb Garrison includes a secret recipe for sacred 

perfume, what happened to the twelve lost tribes of Israel, 
and many more fascinating facts. THE biblical trivia resource 
for the whole family. $1. 95 

Twelve Baskets of Crumbs 
Elisabeth Elliot shares the random messages and lessons 

she has learned in life. $1 . 75 
"Elisabeth Elliot is perhaps one of the most inspirational 
women ouer the last two decades." -BooK NOOK 

The Will of God 
"A message . . . to the sorrowing, the despairing, the 

doubting-gives them renewed faith and courage." 
-LIBRARY JOURNAL $1. 25 

ot your cokesbury bookstore 

the book publishing deportment ot 
the united methodist publishing house 


