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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

December, 1978 

Award. The Annual Peace Award of the World Methodist Counc i l has been awarded 
to President Anwar Sadat of Egypt . It consists of a modest gift of money and an 
inscribed medallion. In London, The Rev. Kenneth Greet, secretary of t he British 
Methodist Conference and chairman of the World Methodist Council, said : "The 
giving of the award to President Sadat represents the widely held view in the 
Methodist Church that whatever the political outcome, what he has done , his 
initiative in going to Jerusalem was the brave and commendable act of a man who 
really believes in peace. It was Jesus who sa i d, 'Blessed are the peacemakers. '" 
The first Peace Award of the Council was presented last year to Miss Sadie 
Patterson, a 62-year-old Belfast Methodist, for her work in Ulster. 

Hispanics. A Hispanic Ecumenical Theological conference in San Antonio i n late 
October brought together, perhaps for the first time, Catholic and Protestant 
church leaders representing all the major Hispanic groups in the U.S. At the 
conclusion of the four-day meeting the 70 participants, including 10 United 
Methodists , said it was difficult ''to decide whether we are Catholic or Protest
ant, because today as never before we relate simply as Christians." They issued 
a 2,000-word "Message to the Hispanic Community in the U.S. " calling for "re
reading the Bible based on the poor." The San Antonio meeting was sponsored 
jointly by agencies of the National Council of Churches and the U.S. Catho l ic 
Conference, plus the Joint Strategy and Action Committee and the Theology in the 
Americas project . 

National Council. At its three-day meeti ng in November in New York the 252-member 
Governing Board of the National Council of Churches elected a 32-year-old black 
Baptist minister, M. William Howard, Jr . , of Princeton, N.J . , as its president, to 
succeed William f.-Thompson . Howard TS an executive of the Reformed Church in 
America and is the youngest person ever elected to head the Council . ... In an 
executive session that lasted over three hours, the Board's executive committee 
fired the Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr., a black American Baptist minister who has 
headed the council's Division of Church and Society since 1973. Walker ' s division 
had a deficit estimated at $228,000 over a two-year period. Ten persons were 
dismissed from the staff in September in an effort to reduce the deficit .... The 
Council also approved a comprehensive open-meeting rule and endorsed a boycott 
of Nestle's Corporation products because of the company's overseas promotion of 
infant formula. The board charged that through its market i ng practi ces, Nestle 
"attempts to shift mothers in the developing world from breast feeding to the 
use of the corporation's infant formula" .... In a statement on the Middle East, 



the board approved a resolution supporting the results of Camp David and expressed 
the hope that other Arab states 11 wil 1 soon agree to participate fully and openly" 
in peace efforts .... The board also unanimously deplored the "deliberate tragedy" 
being forced on the people of Cambodia, saying the people are "victims of a 
calculated policy of regimentation and repression perhaps unmatched in modern 
times. 11 

••• The board declined to act on a proposed policy statement on energy 
(see editorials) .... The board approved an extensive policy statement on human 
rights for Native Americans and supported the right of Indian nations to main
tain their sovereignty. 

New Missionaries. Eleven new missionaries and deaconesses were commissioned 
in a service that was a highlight of the UM Board of Global Ministries' meeting 
in Detroit. Going overseas will be Sarra M. Bunce, a third-generation missionary 
from Lake City, Mich., assigned to music teaching in India; Wilma J. Roberts, 
Chicago, assigned to administration in Brazil; the Rev. Kenneth R.-White, 
Indianapolis, to pastoral and social work in Sierra Leone; and Howard and Dorothy 
Wickler, McPherson, Kans., to education in Papua New Guinea. Commissioned for 
home missionary service were the Rev. Clifford and Harrietta Reynolds of Tecumseh, 
Neb., to Red Bird Missionary Conference; Oliver and Betty Auchenpaugh, Chesapeake, 
Va., to Alaska Missionary Conference. Newly commissioned deaconesses are Lucinda 
Alice Glenn, Garden Grove, Calif., assignment pending; Van Minh Huynh Tran, former 
Vietnamese refugee of Oakland, Cali for., to Inda-Chinese Ecumenical Center in 
Oakland. Performing the commissioning were UM Bishops D. Frederick Wertz, Roy 
D. Nichols and Jesse R. Dewitt. 

Ecuador. The new president of the United Evangelical Church of Ecuador, Bolivar 
Ubidia, is an architect and the first lay person without formal theological train
ing to head the church. He was chosen November 2 at the annual assembly of the 
church in Quito. The church, which has 14 congregations, is supported by five 
U.S. denominations, the United Methodist Church, United Presbyterian Church, 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S., United Church of Christ and the Church of the 
Brethren. According to Joyce Hill, UM mission executive who attended the assembly, 
the Ecuador church exhibited renewed interest in work with youth and women . 

. Deceased. Bishop emeritus Anders Nygren, once president of the Lutheran World 
Federation and a noted theologian, died in Lund, Sweden, Oct. 22 at the age of 87. 
He was noted for focusing the attention of theologians worldwide on the importance 
of agape, or love, in the Christian life. 

Personnel. The appointment of 12 new executives of the Board of Global Ministries 
was confirmed at the Board's fall meeting and two staff members took new assign
ments. Some of the new executives have been on the job for a while and a few will 
come to New York at the beginning of 1979. Omar L. Hartzler, a minister in the 
Pacific and Southwest Conference and former missionary to Angola and Zaire, becomes 
an executive secretary for Africa in the World Division. In the National Division 
three ministers have joined the Finance and Field Service: S. Howard Davidson, 
formerly pastor of Fairview UMC in Bloomington, Ind.; George~· Hill, Jr., who was 



on the staff of the Christian CoJTRTiunity Service Agency in Miami, and John Knox Hess, 
pastor of First UMC in Akron, Ohio . Other National Division staff include research 
associate Sarla Esther Lall, an educator and researcher originally from India; 
executive secretary of Community Centers and Residences, Lucy Gist, who was director 
of Bethlehem Center in ·charlotte, N.C.; and Urban Ministries field representative 
William Thomas Robinson, pastor of Glacier Way UMC in Ann Arbor, Mich. New to 
the Education and Cultivation Division are Marian T. Martin, deaconess social 
worker from Brooklyn, who becomes assistant general secretary for administration; 
William Carter, executive director of Chicago Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
and member of the Northern Illinois Conference, who will be assistant general 
secretary for the section of education; Ana Martinez, former staff member of the 
Center for Cuban Studies in New York, who is the Spanish-speaking communicator 
for the division; James Y._. Lyles, metropolitan minister of the Milwaukee District 
of the UMC, who becomes an executive secretary for National Division cultivation, 
and BQ.l Katayama, pastor of Simpson UMC in Arvada, Colo., who will do UMCOR 
cultivation. In an transfer Nabil Abou-Daoud, director of the World Division 
Mis$ionary Payroll and Services, changes jobs with Hunter Griffin, Division 
Comptroller. 

Czechoslovakia. The Rev. Jan Simsa, leader of a confessional group in the 
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (Presbyterian) and a human rights activist 
in Czechoslovakia, has been sentenced to eight months of 11 unconditional imprison
ment in the first corrective-educational group. 11 He was said to have shoved a 
member of the secret police, but Mr. Simsa testified he was trying to defend his 
wife while the security agent was attempting to snatch a private letter from her. 

Amazing Discovery. Delegates to the annual meeting of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention have expressed the opinion that "the profit motive rather than moral 
responsibility seems to be the major influence in policy decisions of the 
American Broadcasting Company . 11 The delegates reached this conclusion after 
noting that the television network, which has been the target of a boycott organ
ized by the National Federation of Decency for its alleged "moral pollution 11 of 
the nation's airwaves, also owned Word, Inc., a publisher of evangelical books. 

AMU is now APU. Trustees of Alaska Methodist University have decided to rename 
the school Alaska Pacific University. The decision was said not to be an effort 
to downplay the school's ties with United Methodism. Among other reasons, the 
board hoped to widen the university's financial base, recognize its location on 
the "crossroads of the world" where people are coming "from all over the world 
.... to observe democracy in action, 11 and to dissociate the university "from 
negative attitudes of the past. 11 

Presbyterians. The UPC General Assembly Mission Council has approved the church's 
participation in consumer boycotts and selective patronage, claiming that these 
have "ample warrant" in the denomination's faith and practice. The action came as 
a result of an attempt last may to rescind the Council's decision not to meet in 
states which have not ratified the Equal Rights Amendment. 



China. Dr . M. Searle Bates, a former missionary of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Chri st) and a specialist on developments in China died in New 
Jersey while hik i ng October 28. He was 81. Dr. Bates was a missionary in 
China from 1920 until 1950 when he and his wife were expelled by the Communist 
government. He was on the faculty of the University of Nanking and Mrs. Bates 
taught at Ginling College for girls. A prolific writer, Dr. Bates wrote college
l evel history text books in Chinese, articles for magazines, surveys and encyclo
pedias, and pamphlets for the International Missionary Council, the Foreign 
Missions Conference, the Church Peace Union and the Institute of Pacific Relations. 
He was a retired professor of missions at Union Theological Seminary, N.Y., and 
was known for his modest and unassuming manner as well as for his scholarship. 

Women's Ordination. Despite pleas from the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
General Synod of the Church of England (Anglican) voted to bar women from the 
priesthood. Two of the three "houses" of the General Synod -- the laity and 
the bishops -- endorsed the motion, but the House of Clergy defeated it by a 
vote of 94-149. The approval of all three houses is required. During the 
debate, Bishop Graham Leonard of Truro, leader of the opponents of women's 
ordination, said 11 The Church of England appeared to accept the criteria of 
secular thought so readily and failed to emphasize eternal truths which give 
true stability and challenge the assumptions of the world. 11 He added, 11 I 
want women to be women. 11 But the Rt. Rev. Hugh Montefiore, a Bible scholar 
and Bishop of Birmingham, said that 11 to insist on an all-male priesthood ... 
leads to a serious distortion in doctrine" and distorts the meaning of Christian 
priesthood. Bishop Montefiore also said, 11 Look at America, but do not pass 
judgment because their culture is different from our own. They actually enjoy 
confrontation, and they tend to politicize where we play things down." When 
the f i nal vote was announced, Dr. Una Krol l, a deacon who has led the fight for 
ordination, shouted, 11 We asked you for bread and you gave us a stone! Long 
1 i ve God! 11 

Biblical Re-interpretation. The Rev. Hilton Sutton, a non-denominational 
minister who heads a Houston-based organization called "Mission to America," 
which is pro-Zionist, has changed his mind about Prime Minister Menachem Begin's 
"territorial concessions " at Camp David. He originally opposed the concessions 
because he felt they were "incongruous with the Lord's promise to Abraham of the 
1 and between the brook of Egypt and the great river of Euphrates {Gen. 15: 18)." 
But then after a careful restudy of the Bible he was convinced the Israeli 
leader was "following in the steps of Jacob who conceded rights to his brother 
Esau for the sake of brotherly peace. 11 

Refugees. A major conference on the 
held in Arusha, Tanzania, in May 1979, 
to the invasion of Uganda's Idi Amin. 
the Organization of African Unity, the 
the UN Economic Commission for Africa, 
World Federation and the World Council 

situation of refugees in Africa will be 
a nation not without its own refugees due 
The conference is being co-sponsored by 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, and 
plus such church groups as the Lutheran 
of Churches. 
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EDITORIALSClJ 
John Paul II 

The brief reign and death of Pope John 
Paul I and the election of Karol Wojtyla as 
his successor has stirred interest around the 
world . W hy is it that so many non-Roman 
Catholics feel such intense curiosity about 
choosing the head of a church to which 
they do not belong? Part of it of course is . 
the pageantry and drama at which Rome 
excels. But we think that there is more to it 
than that. 

For, to Catholics, the Pope is the vicar of 
Christ on earth. That is tru ly a staggering 
cla im and even those Christians and those 
non-believers w ho quest ion or reject the 
institution of the papacy must surely look 
with fasci nation to see what type of person 
mill ions of Christians think fil ls that role . 

A group of Peruv ian " grass-roots" Cath
olics w rote a descript ion last summer 
(before the death of Pau I VI) of what a new 
Pope should be like. It is too long to quote 
in ful l but one passage says: " The Pope, 
whom the Christ ians are awaiti ng, must be 
above all el se 'a man of God .' However, 
the people know that it is not the ascetic 
fo rms nor mystic behavior, nor closeness 
to external stereotypes that make 'men of 
God .' The people know perfectly wel l that 
a true and profou ndly human pontiff (free, 
servant and lover of justice) must be 
recognizable fo r his behavior before men 
and not for his attitude before an invis ible 
God." 

Well sa id . We can think of no more 
hopeful augury fo r the reign of John Paul II 
than that he seems to have understood 
those words wi thout having ever read 
them. We w ish him well. 

The Churches and Energy 
When Elijah the prophet asked the 

people to choose between him and the 400 
prophets of Baa l he asked them plainly 
" How long wi 11 you si t on the fence?" 
(New English Bib le trans lat ion). He wanted 
from them some ki nd of policy statement 
on idolatry. 

For two years an energy committee of 
the National Council of Chu rches has been 
receivi ng reports, holding conferences, 
examining positions, l istening to churches 
and church members, and fi nally drafting a 
43-page policy statement on the ethical 
implications of the use of various energy 
technologies. It is quite like ly that neither 
the National Council nor any of its member 

churches has ever handled a sensitive 
ethical issue with greater thoroughness and 
responsibi lity . But at the end the Board of 
the National Council was not prepared to 
make a pol icy statement on energy. They 
were prepared on ly to turn the statement 
into a Study Document, a modern bureau
cratic form of fence sitting. 

Ironica lly, the Council is often criticized 
for passi ng reso lutions on practicall y every 
subject from Afghanistan to zithers, but 
they refused to act on a subject on which 
every board member has read at least 
something and on wh ich a committee has 
been working so lidly for two years. 

Those who were pleased by the National 
Council 's action (or, more accurately, 
inaction) inc lude the pro-nuclear lobby 
and utilities industries who oppose the 
poli cy statement's pos ition on plutonium 
technologies . The statement urged a strong 
commitment to renewable resources, 
especia ll y so lar energy, and employment 
of energy technologies that wou Id preserve 
the biosphere. The statement said the risks 
of nuclear energy were " unacceptable." 

It should be obvious to most people by 
now that energy is not a subject to be left to 
the govern ment bureaucrats and private 
interests. It is an issue of genui ne concern 
to the churches because no matter which 
energy path we take there are going to be 
ethica l imp lications. Who will be affected, 
and how? W hat responsibi lities do we 
have to future generations? (If a few 
fars ighted geniuses had asked these ques
tions before thi s country became so 

· committed to the private automobile we 
might not have the energy problem to the 
extent we have it now.) In this connection , 
it was disconcerting, to say the least, to 
listen to a pro and con pane l on the policy 
statement at the Board meeting and hear a 
theo logian from Harvard Divinity School 
crit icize the paper for being " too con
cerned" with future generations. 

In May, 1979, the Board of the National 
Counci l wi ll again have an opportunity to 
debate a more concise version of the 
43-page po licy statement. We hope at that 
ti me the Council wi ll either vote the poli cy 
up or down. Even voted down , it would 
attract more interest and do more to just ify 
the expenditure of time and money that it 
has received than given the ignominious 
tit le of Study Document, virtually guaran
teei ng its assignment to ob livion . 

I ncarnatus Est 
The seasons of Advent and Christmas 

begin the cyc le of the Church Year because 
they are the only natural beginning for the 
Church's story of its life and work. And the 
Church's story begins with the expectation 
and then fulfillment of the birth of a baby, a 
baby born to an unwed teenage mother 
and peasant father in a smal I Jewish town 
under Roman military occupation . 

But this natural beginning for the 
Church 's Year also underlines what is 
permanent and fundamental about the 
Christian faith. In the baby Jesus we are 
confronted with the eternal God . " The 
Word became flesh , and dwelt among us," 
wrote John . God , we say, is not supremely 
revealed between the covers of a holy 
book, or in immortal and sometimes 
inscrutab le ethica l teachings of sages and 
gurus of the East, or in religious legali sm 
and codes of behavior. God is revealed in a 
Person . Theologians call th is the " scandal 
of particularity" but by sta rting with this 
part icular "scandal " the Church in effect 
says there is no way to change this basic 
core of Christian faith . Without this, there 
is no Faith that goes by the name Christian . 
But once the hurdle of this " scandal " is 
crossed , the way is open for the rest of the 
Church's message to make itself known . 

As important as they are, the fellowship 
of the Church , the social witness of 
Christians, the worldwide program of aid 
and benevolence, the attack on injustice, 
are by themselves not fundamentally the 
basic message of the Church . That, as 
Scandinavian theologian Anders Nygren 
says, is Jesus Christ. " He is the central , the 
essential thing, the thing which sets its seal 
upon everything." 

But Christmas itself is not the start of the 
Year. Advent is . Hence, Christ's birth is not 
to be proclaimed in a vacuum . It is to be 
announced to those who are somehow 
expecting an Event, whose minds and 
hearts are prepared for the fu lfi 11 ment of 
God 's promises to them. Without Christ
mas, Advent would be a season of 
frustration . But without Advent, Christmas 
would be an announcement of an Answer 
to people who had never asked questions. 
Advent means that Christmas can always 
have new meanings for people, especiall y 
for Christians, as they find in the Chri st 
chi Id answers for their hopes and fears . Not 
just the Israel to whi ch Christ came, but al l 
of us are " captives" in one way or another 
who need to be ransomed , who need to 
know that " God is with us." 



CHK STMrlS 1978 
INFLflTION flND INCflRNflTION 

As the days of Advent pass, and 
another Christmas draws near , 

Christians around the world are again 
aware of the contradiction inherent in 
this holiday season. The birthday of 
Christ, Prince of Peace and Friend of the 
Poor, has become the occasion for a 
frantic process of getting and spending. 
Spurred by memories of Christmas 
stockings filled to overflowing and a 
roomful of bright lights and fanciful 
presents, Christmas shoppers jam the 
StQ[eS. Seizing the tide of opportunity, 
storekeepers , toy producers , travel 
agencies-the entire commercial es
tablishment, responds to the challenge 
of yet another season of sales. Mean
while, leaders of the church sound the 
alarm. 

How many times have we prepared 
for war against the commercial Christ
mas and how many times have we 
failed, faiied utterly to halt or even to 
slow the battalions of salesmen, the 
legions of santas, the television spe
cials, Christmas lighting, carols piped 
into every department store, Christmas 
music bristling from every transistor 
radio . The onslaught continues . Again 
we've lost the battle against commercial 
Christmas, and one factor contributing 
to this defeat is our failure to understand 
the economic processes that turn our 
Holy Day into a mere holiday. In one 
sense we've lost the battle of Christmas 
even before it begins because, long 
before the Advent season, we've al
ready been defeated by the commercial 
Easter, the commercial Fourth of July 
and the commercial Thanksgiving. We 
should not be surprised that our holi
days are captured by the captains of 

CHARLE) P. HENDER)ON. JR. 

An Air of Desperation 

Having resigned ourselves to the 
project of celebrating Christmas sur
rounded by all the trappings of a pagan 
holiday, it may still be useful to examine 
those particular forces that contribute to 
such a thorough-going triumph of the 
secular over the sacred . For this year 
there is an air of desperation in the 
department stores and specialty shops 
that teem with business. People are 
buying more at higher and higher 
prices, but the overwhelming success of 
Christmas does not seem to bring a 
sense of satisfaction. Surrounded by al I 
the signs and symbols of affluence, 
there is a sense of uncertainty, even 
crisis in the wind. 

A central factor in our situation is the 
reality of serious, long-term inflation . 
People are not only paying more for 
goods and services, there is a general 
awareness that prices are rising faster 
than the incomes of most wage earners. 
Even people with white collar jobs are 
aware that increases in take-home pay 
are almost immediately cancelled out 
by a decline in the value of the dollar. 
Especially at Christmas the level of 
awareness is raised because the high 
cost of living is experienced two-fold in 
the still higher cost of giving. When 
larger percentages of personal income 
must go toward the necessities-food, 
housing, and medical care-the price of 
maintaining a commercial Chri stmas in 
the style to which most families have 
become accustomed, now becomes 
still more burdensome. 

The Urge to Spend Now 

industry, for western industrial society Given these realities, one might 
moves upon the wheels of commerce, expect a gradual scaling down in the 
and if those wheels do not turn , we may sheer quantity of Chri stmas parapher-
all go hungry. In a very real sense, nalia. Surely one's friends and relatives 
commerc ialism is the air we breathe, should appreciate why the presents are 
the food we eat, and the roof over our somewhat more modest this year. One 
heads. So the battle against a commer- would also expect to see a cutback in 
c ial Chri stmas is largely in vain . discretionary, seasonal spending. But 
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no. It seems that the public takes the 
exact opposite tack. Frightened by the 
specter of double-digit inflation, a 
perverse logic dictates that one spend 
still more cash now, while spending is at 
least possible. For when the inflation 
rate climbs to more than 10 percent 
one's assets are cut in half every seven 
years. Unfortunately this course of 
action merely adds fuel to the fire . 
Buoyed by the rising tide of consumer 
demand, prices rise still further . Work
ers, seizing the hour, press for increases 
in the hourly wage. Officials of city, 
state and federal governments quickly 
spend the new revenues that result from 
higher incomes and inflated property 
values . Meanwhile, union wages, so
cial security and welfare payments, 
indexed to consumer prices, automati
cally float upwards. Thus inflation feeds 
upon itself and its effects are felt in 
almost every area of our daily lives . 

The reality of rising prices is apparent 
to every ambulatory adult. But less 
apparent, while equally serious, the 
effects of inflation are distributed with 
extreme inequity. Seasonal farm work
ers, the unemployed and the poor in 
certain areas of the country, labor 
intensive industries, non-profit institu
tions such as schools and churches, all 
suffer disproportionately . Moreover, 
the inequities of inflation are still more 
acute on the international scene. In 
some countries an upward adjustment 
in food prices can mean the difference 
between life and death for countless 
thousands of people. So nations wage 
economic war against each other, 
attempting to solve domestic problems 
by exporting inflation . 

Though the inflation rate in the 
United States rose to more than 10 
percent for a short time earlier this year, 
most economists project a fundamental 
inflation rate of about 8 percent . Con
sider what this would mean for the wage 
earner over the next 10 years. A worker 
would have to double his or her income 
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just to offset the erosion of the dollar. 
Moreover, having succeeded in dou
bling income that rapidly , the same 
worker would still have lost ground 
because personal income would now 
be taxed at a higher rate . Real estate 
taxes, sales taxes, taxes on fuel and 
entertainment are also likely to take a 
higher portion of income. It was precise
ly this vicious circle which was opera
tive in California, leading voters to pass 
Proposition 13, with its punitive conse
quences for the poor. Clearly the 
consequences of inflation will ultimate
ly be passed down to those groups 
which do not have the political power to 
compensate for its effects. In essence, 
rapid, long-term inflation represents a 
massive, unplanned redistribution of 
wealth . And if current events offer any 
clues, the political consequences will 
continue to be irrational and unjust. 

The Effect of Christmas Spending 

And that brings us full circle, as we 
reflect upon the meaning of Christmas 
in 1978. Among the victims of inflation 
is the illusion that the benefits of 
prosperity may ultimately be shared by 
all through the automatic mechanism of 
economic growth. In the nineteen fifties 
and sixties a persuasive case could be 
made for the proposition that affluence 
wou Id eventually "trickle down" to 
those groups on the lowest rungs of the 
economic ladder. A realistic assessment 
of our situation now makes it clear, 
justice cannot wait upon such an 
automatic process. Even in the nineteen 
sixties, when the fundamental inflation 
rate was less than 5 percent, it was 
plausible to believe that an extra infu
sion of cash into the marketplace at 
Christmas, would eventually benefit 
those who cou Id not afford the price of a 
Christmas dinner. But now it is apparent 
that Christmas spending may have the 
opposite effect, contri bu ting to the 
suffering of the poor through the impact 
of rising prices. 

Some suggest that this situation dic
tates a more frugal style of life for 
Christians, not only at Christmas, but 
throughout the year. And the point is 
well taken. But one must be consistently 
realistic. Minor alterations in our habits 
of holiday giving will have no funda
mental effect upon the realities of 
economic life. It can be a sublime act of 
faithfulness and devotion for an individ
ual family to dispense with the trappings 
of commercial Christmas, but basic 
changes in the economic order cannot 
be achieved by a simple act of good 



will. In this context, the original Christ
mas story is instructive. 

Imagine the situation for a family in 
Bethlehem at the t ime of Christ's birth. 
For residents of that impoverished re
gion of the world, the promise of the 
Messiah's birth must have seemed 
wonderful indeed . Peace on earth! The 
people of Bethlehem had not known 
real peace for hundreds of years . 
Suffering under an oppressive Roman 
authority, gove_rned by a tyrant in King 
Herod, the people of Bethlehem must 
have rejoiced in the prospect that the 
King of Kings would one day be born in 
their midst. Yet, according to the 
Scriptures, the birth of Jesus was fol
lowed not by a new era of peace and 
prosperity, but rather by the slaughter of 
the innocents. 

Peace on earth? Today the reality of 
inflation, particularly its effects in na
tions of the Third World, presents 
similar cause for lamentation . We need 
to call upon a power greater than the 
good will of our leaders, or even the 
collective conscience of the people . For 
the economic and political realities of 

" ... RAPID, LONG~ TE:RM INFLATION 
RE:PRE:~E:NT~ A MA~~l\1€, 
UNPLANNE:D RE:Dl~TRIBUTION 
OF WE:ALTH." 
our time are literally beyond human 
reckoning or control . Against these facts 
of I ife, the last, best hope for peace is the 
Incarnation. God present even in the 
midst of human pain . A dream of peace 
and justice, rooted not in the logic of the 
moment, but in the madness of God's 
love for humankind . The realities of the 
economic order do not provide much 
reason for optimism, but they do present 
an occasion for proclamation . And that 
is the continuing promise of Christmas. 

• 
Charles P. Henderson, Jr. is minister of 

Central Presbyterian Church in New York 
City. 
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AL TERNATl\JE CELEBRATION) 
AND LIFE)TYLE) ~flY ~ING 

As major world consumers, how we in 
North America choose to live our 

I ives, relate to other societies and effect 
the distribution of resources and wealth 
may influence the future of humankind . 

But how can I, as one person, 
examine the American way of life and 
my own role in perpetuating it? How 
can I determine which pieces of it are 
compatible with the Christian way of 
life? And how do I disengage myself 
from the exhortations of the advertisers 
and the expectations of my neighbors? 
How do I fly in the face of convention 
and create a Christian lifestyle? 

Is it worth the effort? Will my actions 
make any difference in the lifestyle of 
the nation? In feeding the hungry? In the 
creation of peace and justice on earth? 
Will they give me a sense of fulfillment 
and wholeness rather than the fragmen
tation I feel now? Or will I deprive 
myself of conveniences only to feel left 
out, a have not in a nation of haves? 

These are the kinds of questions 
denominational lifestyle task forces and 
smal I study-action groups in congrega
tions throughout the land are facing. 
These are the kinds of questions God
serving people throughout history have 
faced . And they are the kinds of 
questions we must face if we truly pray, 
"Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on Earth, as it is in Heaven, " for we are 
the instruments God created to move his 
kingdom off the pages of the Bible. Only 
through us can His will be done on 
Earth. 

"Only through us can His will be 
done" are easy words . They are the stuff 
of which sermons are made and to 
which we pay lip service. But few of us 
have attempted to respond to them with 
the commitment they require. 

Few of us are able to do so on our 
own . It is easier to talk about our style of 
life than to go ahead and change it, 
because habit and routine are demand
ing masters. Moreover, they are rein
forced continually by cultural norms 
and the bombardments of the commu
nications media in alliance with the 
advertising industry. In order to move 
from talking and procrastinating to 
doing and persisting, people need the 
help of other people . We need the 
support of a community to make the 
kinds of lifestyle changes that will have 
far reaching effects on the world 's 



This Santa catering to the consumer ethic is 
by 19th Century cartoonist Thomas Nast. 

economy, ecology and culture if adopt
ed by a substantial proportion of the 
population . 

Yet even in the midst of community, 
we cannot allow others to do our 
thinking for us . We must be constantl y 
counter-suggestible, constantly free to 
ask the awkward questions no one else 
has asked . If we let ourselves be 
manipulated, we may unwittingly allow 
our community to be co-opted-as 
support groups throughout history have 
been co-opted , as church congrega
tions have been co-opted-by the so
cietal demands surrounding us. In other 
words, we must be both interdependent 
and independent. 

Given the ideal , then-individual 
recognition of the need for lifestyle 
examination, individual commitment to 
change, group support in the process 
and individual responsibility to ques
tion group directions-how do we 
begin? 

Alternative Celebrations 

Some groups have found alternative 
celebrations a good starting point, 
because in them we tend to express 
most fully our values and priorities. 

In our regular celebrations we are 
taught to make events special by 
spending money, and we buy gifts as 
expressions of love for family and 

friends only to find that the gifts have 
become more important than the cele
bration itself or those for whom the gifts 
are bought. We excuse ourse lves from 
further involvement because we have 
already given our gifts, just as we excuse 
ourselves from further involvement in 
the plight of our neighbors around the 
world once we've made our donations 
to the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Alternative celebrations are based on 
three si mple ideas : 1) freeing our special 
occasions from mechanical and materi
alistic commercialism ; 2) getting them 
back closer to their or igina l meanings; 
and 3) finding ways to celebrate that are 
life-and-earth-supporting and that fur
ther the causes of globa l peace and 
justice. 

An Alternative Christmas 

An alternative Christmas, for in
sta nce, may incl ude reducing the 
amount we spend on gifts by making our 
own or giving used ones that have 
special appeal. It may include the 
development of new liturgies or rituals 
that more adequately explain the origin 
of the holiday. Some may choose to 
adopt a local fami ly or individual (or a 
foreign one) for the year, investigating 
what problems exist in their lives and 
sharing our own material and spiritual 
resources with them-not in a spirit of 
" doing for the unfortunate" but with the 
feeling that we too can gain from the 
experience. Others may decide to 
sponsor a congregational dinner of 
bread and fish, with a rem inder that 
only Christ had the power to create food 
for the mu I ti tu des from such meager fare 
and that the answers to world hunger lie 
in an examination of our economic 
system as it affects food production and 
distribution both here and abroad . 

In start ing with alternative ce lebra
tions, each group member can begin 
where he/she is to gradually change 
pieces of his/her lifestyle, to begin 
dealing with the problems of waste and 
consumption of energy, environmental 
destruction, pollution and glaring dis
parities in resource use, food and 
income that are major challenges to the 
global community . 

Some would say that problems of 
such magnitude are too complex to 
tackle through small scale groups such 
as families and commu nities, but if we 
could have the same faith the disciples 
had, alternative celebrations might be 
an important lever for social change. 

The National Alternative Celebra
tions Campaign is based on that prem-

ise. It is recruiting 1000 study-action 
groups from congregations throughout 
the country to undertake a grassroots 
effort focusing pub I ic attention on the 
effect commercialization in American 
celebrations and I ifestyles has on social 
and economic issues and on the need 
for lifestyle change. The immediate goal 
of the Campaign is to divert $10 million 
from commercial Christmas 1978 into a 
nationwide Alternative Christmas , 
channeling the energy and dollars that 
would have been consumed commer
cially into world hunger and other 
human needs programs. • 

Kay King is connected with the Alterna
tives national campaign headquarters. 

For information about the Campaign, 
write Campaign Headquarters, 4274 
Oaklawn Dr., Jackson, MS 39206 . 

Or write Alternatives, Inc ., 1924 E. 
Third St. , Bloomington , IN 47401 , for 
resources to be used in the Campaign : the 
study-action guide Voluntary Simplicity 
($3); the 4th edition of the idea book 
Alternative Celebrations Catalogue ($5 ); 
an Organ izing Manual for commun ity
w ide alternative Christmas campaigns 
($ 1 .SO) ; an alternative celebrations fi Im
stri p The Celebration Revolution of Alex
ander Scrooge ($17.50 purchase, $6 
rental ); Enough is Enough, by John V. 
Taylor ($3 . 90). 

Other useful resources include Wil
liam E. Gibson's A Co venant Croup for 
Lifesty le Assessment, developed for 
small-group use and available for $2 .95 
from United Presbyterian Church USA, 
Room 1101 , 475 Riverside Dr., New 
York, NY 10027 or United Methodist 
Church , Discipleship Resources, Box 
840, Nashvil le, TN 37202; and the film 
How Do We Live in a Hungry World?, 
available from The Service Center, 7820 
Read ing Rd ., Cincinnati, OH 45237 . 
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In the earl y church, Christ's birthday 
was celebrated on January 6, but by 

the ti me the first carols came to be set 
down, the ativity and the Epiphany 
were already regarded a separate 
feasts . This formal division was brought 
about in the year A. D. 354, when the 
birthday was put back twelve days to 
December 25-the ancient festival 
which marked the return of Mithras, the 
unconquered Sun . Poets, though , have 
never liked being too strictly tethered by 
dates. Thus in many of their poems 
bearing Epiphany titles, their overriding 
preoccupation has remained the mid
winter defeat of the old Sun-God by the 
new Sun . Another form of punning, 
inherent in nearly all ativity-Epiphany 
poems, has been the rhetorica l ques
tion-Were not the shepherds also wise 
men? Poetry has always been a means 
of saying several things at one and the 
same time, and the twelve verses from 
Matthew and one from Luke, in which 
the complete Christmas story is rooted , 
have proved no exception . 

None of the Evangelists mentions an 
ox, an ass, or a stable. Joseph is never 
said to be a man with a grey beard . 
There is no reference to camels, and 
although gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh are described, the actual number 
of wise men is not specified . The 
subsequent choice of three, like so 
much else, is an inspired piece of 
guesswork . A possible explanation 
might be that it stands for the three 
stages of life-youth, middle-age and 
old age. One thing alone remai ns 
certain about the additions to the story : 
they are all intended as further acts of 
adoration at the manger. So, in the 
poet's eyes, when the wise men rode 
away down the centuries, it was not 
long before their cloaks flew out in the 
wind and they became invested with the 
attributes of royalty . When they appear 
in the medieval morality plays, they are 
definitely kings and, in the Towneley 
Cycle for instance, they are greeted as 
such by Mary and the Angel . The 
manner in which Melchior salutes the 
Child remains touchingly English : 

" Hail , overcomer of king and knight! 
That formed fish and fowl in flight! " 
A century later, the Cornishman and 

cleric, Charles Fitzgeffrey, is to be found 
singing of the kings as " noble Persians," 
while Milton calls them " star-led wis
ards" and by his spelling hints that they 

are w ise men as well as Magi. Gerard 
Manley Hopkins, in his notebooks, 
remarks that when they say, " We have 
seen his star," they are speaking magis
terially of their astrologer's art. But he 
does not agree that they are Persians; 
rather, he suspects that they come from 
the Sabean tr ibe, east of the Holy Land. 
Charles Causley, writing today, sug
gests that they are gypsies-and adds: 

" One was rich and one was poor, 
And one had the face of a blacka

moor." 
In one of his Nativity poems George 

Herbert brings his horse to the crib, and 
William Austin , in a Christmas lullaby 
written in the same century, multiplies 
the ox and ass to " oxen" and " asses." 
Christina Rossetti , when her turn came, 
thought it unfair to leave out the camel , 
and since then others have arrived with 
leopards, apes and peacocks. In The 
Wind in the Willo ws even the field-mice 
sing a carol specially composed for the 
occasion . A curious omission is the 
lion. As far as I know, nobody has yet 
brought him to l ie down with the lambs. 
Then there is folklore, taken by Shake
speare among others, direct from coun
try people: 

" Some say that ever 'gainst that 
season comes 

W herein our Saviour's birth is ce le
brated, 

The bi rd of dawning singest all night 
long." 

The tradition continues, caught here 
in our ow n century by Frances Cornfo rd 
in these lines: 

" There is a bird , they say, 
That only sings 
When snow is on the way, 
And the moon ice-cold . 
H is name is so old 
That now his name is lost 
But I have heard 
His nest is made of frost. " 
These variations do not bring confu

sion, but add wonder to the scene, 
because all the time the cave at 
Bethlehem is growing larger. Whether 
the wise men are kings, Magi or gypsies, 
they remain first and fo remost travellers 
who, with their animals, have followed 
a star. Moreover, once they are seen as 
such, they become pilgrims represent
ing all mankind-past, present, and to 
come. If the message of the angels to the 
shepherds means one thing in particu 
lar, it means that the Christmas cave wi 11 
finally encompass the earth . • 

Neville Braybrooke is a free lance writer, 
living in England. 

Whether heroic, as in the Adoration of the 
Shepherds by Anibale Fontana (opposite 
page), or contemporary as this etching of 
the Magi by Francesco Rognoni (below), 
each artist attempts to capture the wonder 
of the scene. 



Turning a Deaf Ear 
to Advantage 

" Wake up, sleepy-head! " 
But noise won 't work when the 

sleeper is deaf. Getting his attention 
presents a problem. Yet nearly two 
million people in the U. S. suffer 
deafness or loss of hearing. That keeps 
them from getting the attention they 
deserve. 

Southwest Center for the Hearing 
Impaired, S. C.H . I. , was started in San 
Antonio, Texas less than five years ago. 
Trustees of the Methodist Mission Home 
heard about tremendous needs for 
vocational rehabi I itation for hearing 
impaired young adults . What began 
experimentally has become an out
standing mission to special people, a 
model program that is being recognized 
for meeting the needs of hearing i m
pai red young adults . Most clients at 
SCHI are also multipl y handicapped , 
with additional physical , emotional or 
learning disabilities. 

Douglas Slasor and Bill Matthews 
More than thirty staff people commit

ted to the rehabilitation of deaf clients 
have been assembled at SCHI to provide 
comprehensive evalutions, personal 
and social adjustment training and good 
vocational diagnostic services. Staff 
members represent multi-ethnic and 
multilingual backgrounds, which in
clude Spanish , English and sign lan
guage, to meet the needs of clients 
coming from a variety of backgrounds. 
Several staff members, including the 
director, Douglas Slasor, are either deaf 
or hearing impaired , which fits them in 
a specific way to understand the persons 
coming to be served . 

Most clients coming to SCHI are 
referred and sponsored by the Texas 
Rehabilitation Commission. Other re
ferring agencies include the Commis
sion for the Blind , Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (one client came from Alaska!), 
CHAMPUS, and Bexar County Adult 

Basic Education. Churches and Sunday 
school classes also sponsor clients by 
providing part of their expenses . Refer
rals are not limited to the State ofTexas, 
and inquiries are welcomed from any 
persons interested in the possi bi I ity of 
being served . 

One to Three Critical Stages 

The time from birth to age three is the 
most vital educational period in the life 
of a child. From solid educational 
research , Dr. Benjamin Blum of Chica
go has determined that the importance 
of developing vocabulary is vital. Much 
of that growth comes from hearing 
sounds and speech from mother, father, 
sisters and brothers, and from radio and 
television . Verbal development of chil
dren shapes their world and their 
perception of it. 

If the chi Id is born deaf, or loses 

Communication is important in classes at Southwest Center for the Hearing Impaired in San Antonio. 
Director Douglas Slasor (standing, opposite page) is himself deaf. 



hearing before age three, he loses out on 
much growth . He or she misses learning 
from eavesdropping at mother's knee . 

Eddie was an " orphan," who grew up 
in 20 different foster homes. His l.Q . 
was rated at 40, though he obviousl y is 
much brighter than that. He resorted to 
stealing to attract attention. He had no 
one to turn to, frequently got angry, 
fought with others, broke things around 
him . He rarely had a friend , and no 
friendship lasted more than a day or 
two. 

Eddie has been helped out of his 
hosti I ity by use of behavior modification 
techniques. Martha Woods, his coun
selor, became his first "s ignificant 
other, " applauding his good efforts, 
withholding special rewards when he 
reverted, and stole again . She reports 
distinct advances for him, noting his 
growing pride and self-respect, and that 
he has begun to make friends . This 
never happened during his early days at 
S. C. H. I. Eddie still is behind 
academically, but he's taking self-moti
vated interest in driver's education and 
his work activities are going well . He 
can't write a check yet, but real growth 
is in evidence. 

Five-Year Lag 

The first three "missing years" only 
lead to two additional years that most 
hearing impaired children must wait for 
"special education. " This creates an 
automatic S-year lag between the deaf 
child and his hearing counterpart. Early 
educational deprivation never gets 
"caught up." It affects job-seeking, the 
standard of language used, and social 
life. Deafness never lets go, from birth to 
grave, affecting every aspect of life . The 
deaf adult can't get a job when the 
employer sees his application filled out 
in "bad English ." 

SCH! organized its program by mak
ing available · dormitory, classroom, 
dining room and clinic facilities that had 
been built five years before to meet 
other needs. Maternity residential care 
for unmarried parents was much in 
demand during the mid-60's, but di
minished in the early 1970's. Facilities 
have been adapted so that both services 
can now be housed on a common 
campus. Methodist Mission Home ac
commodates an average of SS hearing 
impaired clients, both men and women , 
along with about 20 young women in 
maternity care, with a maximum capac
ity on campus of 70 hearing impaired 
and 40 maternity clients at a time. 

SCH! seeks independent living skill s 

''Deafness never lets go, 
from birth to grave, 

affecting every aspect of life.'' 
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Stained glass window in cafeteria of Meth
odist Mission Home, which houses the 
Southwest Center for the Hearing Impaired. 

''What began 
experimentally 

has become 
an outstanding 

mission to 
special people.'' 

for its clients, working on personal and 
social adjustment, along with develop
ing job skills and culminating with 
placement on a job, for which the client 
has been fitted . The deaf have more 
vocational potential than many other 
handicapped. They can swim, play 
football, and dance. Yet there are fewer 
deaf persons rehabi I itated than persons 
with other handicaps, largely because 
they suffer what has been ca I led " the 
invisible disability ." Because their 
problem goes unrecognized , few deaf 
people are able to become contributing 
citizens in their communities . 

Residential Support 

One key to the success of SCHI is the 
residential component for lengthy eval
uation and rehabilitation services . The 
absence of supervised housing in other 
programs immediately excludes many 
potential clients who cannot initiall y 
function with sufficient independence 
to live away from home. SCHI offers 
attractive motel-type dormitory rooms, 
with residential counselors and nurses 
available on a round-the-clock basis . 
Clients live at the Center about 18 
months, on the average. 

SCHI also provides mobile homes 
and supervised housing separate , 
though adjacent to, the main campus. 

The independent living-training situa
tion provides for clients who are nearl y 
ready for full return to the community 
on their own . 

Evaluation 

Early in the new client's introduction 
to SCHI he or she goes into an 
evaluation unit, where a battery of 
tests, work samples and work-type 
activities are administered, to be care
fully observed and assessed . Communi
cation skills, verbal abilities and apti
tudes are appraised to formulate profiles 
of each client's capabilities and limita
tions . 

Educational goals for the adult deaf 
person take time to achieve. Teachers 
spend three hours with a deaf student for 
every hour they might take with another 
student. English is a most d ifficu It 
language to lip read. So many words 
look alike, and the same word may 
carry many different meanings. The 
basic evaluation process takes time, 
since sign language functions slowly, 
even for those who are proficient. 

Each client receives life skills train
ing, depending on individual needs. 
Classes in cooking, shopping at the 
supermarket, riding a bus and balancing 
a checkbook are typical. Training in 
work habits often may be the first 



experience in recei ving and follow ing 
instructions to meet someone else's 
requirements. After some progress, very 
practical work-for-pay jobs are ar
ranged on campu s. Later, the client may 
be placed in a part-time or else a 
full -time job in the community, w here 
greater earnings contribute both to a 
growing sense of independence .and 
satisfaction . 

At age 21 , Ronnie has had only two 
months of school. He can't speak, read 
or write . Soon after he came to the 
Southwest Center fo r the Hearing Im
paired, he showed high mechanical 
aptitude. While his teachers debated 
about how to take apart a broken dow n 
car, he calml y removed the stuck 
pistons from the motor block, and came 
to find out what they wanted to do next. 

From the psychological standpoint, 
deaf children begin behind . Nearl y all 
deaf children ha ve hearing par
ents-there are few instances of genetic 
defects leading to deafness. Conse
quently, the deaf child often doesn' t 
even have famil y to identi fy w ith . 
Parental anxiety, the " why me ?" is very 
common, leading often to depress ion 
and helplessness, and sometimes to
wards anger and rejection of the child. 
Because the child is unable to please the 
parents, he or she develops early 
defenses and sometimes aggressions for 
protection . 

Parents of the deaf child face difficul
ties too . Because they hear, because the 
handicap is invisible, and because there 
is little help medically beyond diagnosis 
of the problem, they are led in a vicious 
cycle of "you ' re stuck with the prob
lem" to the attitude that they shou Id 
" wait until your child is older, then lip 
reading and speech training will bring 
him to nearl y normal. " 

Yolanda's grandfather carefully pro
tected her on the ranch during her first 
eighteen years because he knew she 
was different. He didn 't know she was 
deaf. She never went to school , rarel y 
had any social contacts, except with 
grandfather. When she was brought to 
SCH! , she ate with her fingers. Tortillas 
and beans don' t require forks . She had 
never used a comb or brush . But now 
after three years, she's trul y trans
formed . A sty li sh haircut and pride in 
her ability to write her name go along 
with the brightest of smiles and a ready 
hug of affection . 

Total Communication 

Controversy continues to revol ve 
around the question of total communi 
cation versus so-called " normal " pat-

terns of commun ication . Total commu
nication includes si gn language and 
other visual aids to understanding. The 
deaf person gets caught in the middle, 
while educa tors of various schools 
ph i losoph ize and argue about h is 
needs. 

The subtle issue is that the chi Id has 
everything picked out for him when he 
is deaf, including the choice of means to 
communi cate . The blind person is 
encouraged to develop his compensa
tions for loss of sight by developing his 
or her sense of touch and smell and 
hearing. Nothing is deemed wrong with 
usi ng bra ille, seeing-eye dogs or other 
helps to augment the mi ss ing sense. 
Similarl y, the visual aspects of commu
nication lend great ass istance to the deaf 
person, helping development from ear
liest childhood . Gesturing is natural. 
Formal signing is one step further and 
with proper training becomes an effec
tive means of communication for those 
whose verbal skill s are lacking. 

Give a Little 

Communication is crucial to person
ality. What I wear is important to me, 
from underwear on out . But what I want 
to wear also bears importance. The deaf 
get frustrated when they aren' t asked 
what they want, when everything is 
done for them . And then they begin to 
expect everything to be done for them . 
Perhaps this is the most devastating form 
of paternal ism, that they give up their 
independence in little things first, and 
then in almost everything. 

Too few people listen to the adult deaf 
person, whether it be personal or 
professional concerns, in spite of the 
fact that they are grown up deaf 
children. They have a wealth of experi
ence to offer. Too many agencies who 
purport to help them refuse to place deaf 
adults in pos itions of real responsib ility. 

SCH! seeks to pay attention to these 
concerns, to recognize that deaf per
sons can and wi 11 achieve, when offered 
an opportunity to appl y their abilities to 
relevant tasks . Deaf or not, we' re 
beginning to wake up to new hope for 
the invisible handicap, to help the deaf 
get to what and to where they want to 
be. • 

Douglas Slasor is a deaf person who is 
Director of SCH/, having specialized in 
rehabilitation of the adult dea f for a number 
of years. Reverend Bill Matthews is Vice
pres1dent of the Methodist Mission Home, 
and formerly was a United Methodist 
missionary to the Philippines and Ft/i. 

The Center trains the deaf to live indepen
dently and adjust socially. 
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A Pioneering Community Ce 

Named 
for a 

Methodist 
deaconess, 
Asuncion 

Perez 
Center 

reflects her 
concern for 

the poor. 

A small community-based social 
welfare agency in the Philippines points 
up the problems and promise of life in 
that developing country. The Asuncion 
Perez Memorial Center is a project of 
the Board of Women 's Work of the 
United Methodist Church in the Philip
pines. A survey of its work provides a 
view of poverty and oppression and the 
struggle of the church to respond 
creatively to people's needs . 

The center is named after a pioneer
ing social worker in the Philippines . 
According to Daisy Adolfo, a young and 
energetic deaconess who is the current 
executive director of the center, " Asun
cion Perez is an inspiration to Methodist 
women ." Perez, who died in 1967, 
a I ways reflected a broad concern for the 
poor and it is that concern which 
continues today in her name. 

Working With Urban Squatters 

Resettlement of squatters is a prime 
target of the current Metro-Manila 
Governor, Imelda Marcos, the ambi
tiou s wife of Pre sident Ferdinand 
Marcos. In the Philippines, Manila acts 
as a magnet drawing residents from 
poorer provinces with the promise of a 
better life. Indeed , squatters are esti
mated to make up nearly 20 percent of 

the seven million Manila residents. The 
term squatters is, however, misleading 
for these are not jobless people . They 
are commonly laborers, drivers, and 
poorly paid factory workers . Like many 
Asian nations the Philippines has main
tained , by government intervention, an 
artificially low wage as a lure for foreign 
investment. Squatters often bear the 
brunt of that policy as they are denied 
the labor rights we take for granted in the 
West. 

Beginning in 1974, with the state visit 
of King Juan Carlos of Spain , the First 
Lady inaugurated her beautification 
program, a prime component of which 
is the resettlement of squatters outside of 
Metro Manila . The program has dis
placed thousands of persons in several 
government organized camps. Beautifi
cation is seen as an image builder for the 
tourism- and public relation's-conscious 
regime. Unfortunately, squatters com
plain of being removed in favor of 
tourists and foreigners, the government 
actions are perceived not as a help but a 
hindrance. 

Asuncion Perez is active among the 
displaced. Carmona, one of the largest 
and oldest of the camps, is the site of the 
Target/Maternal Child Health Program 
(T/MCH) of the center. According to a 
nutrition worker with the project, over 
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50 percent of the children in Carmona 
are undernourished . People in the area 
blame this on the fact that there is no 
employment center in Carmona, which 
is over 30 kilometers from Manila. 
Consequently, the people suffer from 
the chronic effects of a hand-to-mouth 
existence. 

Perez attempts to confront malnutri
tion through feeding and education. 
Children are brought into the program 
in a state of severe malnourishment and 
are kept for several years on a daily 
protein supplement. Mothers in turn are 
educated about proper nutrition and 
taught skills in a cottage industry 
program. The Center has a commitment 
to community organization and all the 
seven nutrition centers are run by 
mothers with children in the program . 

"A Very Limited Effort" 
"It is a very I imited effort" due to lack 

of funds, admitted Ms. Adolfo during a 
tour of the community. But despite the 
staggering odds (there are over 50,000 
residents in Carmona and the program 
reaches a maximum of 400 children) a 
sense of hope pervades the people 
reached . The education seminars which 
accompany the work are especially 
meaningful as people are beginning to 
understand their position in society and 
their ability to organize for change. 

A Pioject to Help Tenant Farmers 

In the Philippine countryside many 
farmers suffer under a harsh tenancy 
system . As a result, their families are 
susceptible to protein deficiency due to 
the low income derived from an often 
perilous rice crop. After paying rent on 
the land and subtracting inputs a farmer 
earns about 4,000 pesos ($571) per 
hectare (2. 2 acres) per year after two 
harvests. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the UN estimates there 
are four million tenants and sharecrop
pers in the Philippines. Poor education 
and organ ization contribute to the 
nutritional difficulties of the peasant 
class . Often, they ignore crops which 
might provide sources of protein be
cause they have never been exposed to 
agricultural education. 

In Samal, Bataan, about 120 kilome
ters from Manila, Asuncion Perez has 
initiated a program to increase the 
protein sources of local farmers while 
organizing them into groups for collec
tive action . With a grant of 21,000 
pesos ($2900) from the Board of Global 
Ministries the "Mango and Peanut 
Project" was begun in this barrio . Both 
mango and peanuts are rich sources of 
protein (mango is known as mung bean 
in the West) and are easily adapted to 

A. Lin Neumann 

Directo·r Daisy Adolfo, right, with commu
nity leader. Opposite page, malnourished 
child with mother benefit from center's 
nutrition project. 

Philippine climate and soil. The style of 
the project tel Is a lot about the approach 
and priority of the Center. 

An agriculturist chose the land and 
Ms. Adolfo and another worker set 
about organizing the farmers in the 
barrio . A core group was developed and 
the project explained . Agreements were 
signed and the planting begun . An 
agriculturist regularl y checked with the 
community to see how the plants were 
faring. The farmers themselves, how
ever, were responsible for seeing the 
project through. " The goal of the 
project is to help the farmers organ ize 
themselves to help other farmers," said 
Adolfo during a meeting wi th the 
farmers in the project. 

The group calls itself " balikatan " 
which in Tagalog means carryi ng each 
other's burdens. They have been re
sponsible for meetings and disc ipline 
and have benefited from the process of 
cooperation . " Every time we have a 
meeting everyone attends," said one of 
the farmers . Each of the men agreed to 
set aside a portion of his land for mango 
and peanut production and the excess 
was marketed cooperativel y, a new 
concept for most rural Filipinos. The 
program has now gone through one 
crop season and was " a mixed suc
cess," according to Adolfo . The impor
tant thing is that the commun ity is 
continuing the balikatan by inviting 
other farmers to join and recycl ing the 
seeds for the next crop season . The next 
batch will be planted and maintained 
under the guidance of the fa rmers 
themselves while the Center looks 
forward to expanding the program into 
other communities. 

Ministry to Cultural Minorities 

There are over 40 cultural minorities 
in the Philippines. These groups, long 
separated from the mainstream of col
onized lowland culture, have been the 
victims of poverty and underdevelop
ment in virtually every region . One of 
the most depressed tribes is the Aeta or 
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Over 50 percent of the children are 
undernourished at the Carmona 
settler camp, where Asuncion Perez 
Memorial Center operates a maternal 

child health program. 

Negrito people. Aetas are nomadic with 
little stable identity, they are scattered 
throughout remote areas and are united 
only by the fact of their marginalized 
existence. They are often looked down 
upon by other Filipinos because of their 
short stature, black skin, and kinky hair. 

In Santa Juliana, Tarlac, Asuncion 
Perez has begun a ministry to an Aeta 
community. The Pamitatambayan 
(helping one another, in Tagalog) Child 
Care Project, under the sponsorship of 
World Vision Inc., is an "entry point" to 
"promote the well being of the minority 
people and to prepare them to be 
productive citizens," explained Ms. 
Adolfo . The Sta . Juliana people, largely 
illiterate, are to be assisted materially in 
order to get the children into school and 
encourage an adult education drive. 
Education is viewed as crucial to 
community development by increasing 
knowledge of sanitation and nutrition as 
well as giving the people a sense of their 
rights as citizens. Until now the Aetas 
have had little positive contact with 
outside authorities. "The government 
social welfare office registers the barrio 
as a depressed area but claim they have 
no funds to assist the people." 

The Aetas are another case of mar
ginalized people living outside the 
elaborate development schemes of the 
government. The fear and superstition 
of the people combine with official 
neglect to create an atmosphere of 
deepening poverty. With luck and hard 
work the Center may provide a new 
beginning for the Sta. Juliana communi-
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ty. Currently, the people subsist with 
ancient agricultural techniques and 
proceeds from scavenging shell casings 
from an adjacent US Air Force bombing 
range, part of the controversial US 
military presence in the country . 

Interestingly, the program will coor
dinate activities with long-term UMC 
missionary (now retired) Mary Walker, 
who continues to be the guiding force 
behind a dormitory for Aeta students in 
nearby Putling, Tarlac. 

Other Activities 

These three programs of Asuncion 
Perez Memorial Center here briefly 
described are only a small portion of the 
activity of this dynamic and overworked 
agency. It sponsors social awareness 
and skills training seminars, family 
planning, and an emergency ·loan and 
relief program. With a full time staff (full 
time meaning over 12 hours a day many 
times) of only five, including a secretary 
and maintenance person, and an an
nual budget of f200,000 ($28,000) the 
Center's effective impact on the society 
far outstrips its material resources. 

With the quiet explanation of Daisy 
Adolfo that "we are trying to help 
people help themselves," the crucial 
role of agencies like Asuncion Perez in 
the struggle for justice in the Philippines 
is readily understood. • 

A. Lin Neumann is a UM Mission Intern in 
the PhJ/ippines. 



Getting to Know the Crow 

Pryor, the cultural and spiritual center 
of the Crow people, lies near the 

western edge of the Crow Reservation in 
south central Montana. There beside 
Arrow Creek stands the home of Plenty
coups, the great Crow Chief who 
refused to speak of his I ife after the 
passing of the buffalo. Somewhere in 
the hills surrounding the area are 
grounds still sacred to the tribe today . 

In August a group of youth wearing 
faded shirts and paint-spattered jeans 
climbed to the roof of a small building 
there and began to nail shingles. Two 
young women stapled felt to the outside 
walls punctuating the quiet with the 
noise of the stapling gun. Inside the 
building, Ralph Bear Tusk of Pryor and 
John Serrano of California nailed sheet
rock. Sunburned counselors picked 
chokecherries nearby for Ruby Milligan 
who had promised the group home
made jelly on the morrow. 

The new structure the group was 
working to complete will house Sunday 
school classes at the Baptist Mission 
served by the Rev. Lloyd Milligan and 
his wife, Ruby. The crew was a 
combination of three groups: Crow 
youth; visiting work team members 
from the West Covina United Methodist 
Church in West Covina, California ; and 
local youth from the Bridger Church of 
the Carbon County United Methodist 
Parish. For two weeks, in a kaleidoscope 
of settings, the group worked and 
played together. 

The opportunity to set up such a 
project came in early spring when West 
Covina leader,· Gloria Mason, contact
ed the Rev . Robert Lamphere of the 
Carbon County United Methodist Parish 
at Bridger about a possible work team 
experience in Montana. The Lam-

Betty Arneson 

pheres, Bob and Joyce, had traveled 
with the Bridger team to California two 
years earlier when the West Covina 
team had hosted a project. 

Work Team Is Born 

At about the same time the Lam
pheres and some of the Bridger team 
members had become aware that al
though the four churches of the Parish 
-Bridger , Belfry , Fromberg and 
Edgar-are all located within 25 to 50 
miles of the Crow Reservation , mem
bers of their congregations had little or 
no contact with their Indian neighbors. 
Thus the goal of the combined work 
team project was born : to establish 
through "shared" experience a rela
tionship with the people of the Crow. 
· John Tietema, superintendent of the 
Pryor public schools, and his wife, 
Donna, worked with Bob Lamphere 
and the Bridge group to set up a 
schedule for the project. An initial 
meeting was held with Crow youth at 
the Pryor school. A picnic held in Pryor 
in early summer was so well attended , 
freezers had to be raided for more food. 
The emergency lent a " loaves and 
fishes" communal spirit to the meal and 
to the evening of sharing which fol
lowed. 

By the time the California team, with 
counselors the Rev. Warren Taylor, Jr., 
Gloria Mason and Glen Sewell , arrived 
in Bridger in August, plans were com
plete. Work was to include roofing the 
Baptist structure at Pryor, and the 
painting of churches and homes within 
the Parish. Two bus trips were planned, 
one to Yellowstone National Park, the 
other to the Crow Fair. 

In Cody, Wyoming, on the way to 
Yellowstone, the group floated Sho
shone Canyon in rubber rafts , shot the 
rapids, and engaged in water fights. The 
same afternoon, the youth visited the 
Buffalo Bill Historical Center. Bruce Far 
Away, one of the Crow youth , seemed 
intent on the detail in one of the Michael 
Coleman paintings. Bruce is himself an 
artist; some of his illustrations appear in 
pub I ished booklets of Crow legends. 
Bruce, now 21 , is establishing a cattle 
ranch on land near Pryor. 

Back at Pryor, Crow youth chal
lenged the work team to a basketball 
game. "We were creamed," sighed a 
West Covina youth later, " but the 
sharing afterward was beautiful. " 

Painting Churches and Homes 

Work within the parish moved ac
cording to schedule although the morn-

Watching a Crow parade from atop a school 
bus are work team members from the 
Carbon County United Methodist Parish, 
Bridger, Montana, and West Covina United 
Methodist Church, West Covina, Califor
nia. Crow Indians also joined the work 
team. 
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Bottom, work team members from 
Bridger, West Covina and Pryor at work on 
the Baptist Mission Educational Building. 
Below, Jane Beck of West Covina. Right, 
Sophie Nauman cooked the meals, while 
Kay Hodges, Cliff Barnes and Diane Middle
more paint her garage. Opposite page, the 
work team members were beaten handily at 
basketball by the Crow. The family of Bruce 
Far Away set up their tepee. 
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ing after the basketball game, someone 
saw a male work team member asleep 
on the Belfry church steps. The Edgar 
church was scraped and painted; the 
steps and banl)isters of the Belfry church 
sported new coats of white and grey. 

While Sophie Nauman cooked the 
team's meal at the Senior Citizen's 
Center, they painted her garage. Euphie 
Fouse' s trailer porches got a coat of new 
paint. While Lucretia Hitt's front porch 
was painted, she and her friends sat in 
the shade in her front yard visiting with 
the team and snapping green beans for 
the freezer. Work on homes and 
churches was warmly appreciated since 
many of the parishioners are elderly and 
painting has become difficult. 

Of al I the events of the work team 
project, the Crow Fair had the greatest 
impact. John Tietema drove the bus of 
work team youth to the camping area in 
Crow Agency where seven hundred 



teepees of pine poles and canvas were 
fronted by leafy awnings of freshly cut 
boughs for shade for cooking and 
dining. Bruce Far Away came to meet 
the bus from a spot nearby where he was 
helping to raise a teepee in the brisk 
wind blowing that day. Chris and 
Barbara Comes Up hospitably allowed 
the work team to come inside their 
comfortable, roomy teepee and to look 
up and see the bit of sky edged by poles. 
It was a new world! 

The group roamed the grounds, 
visited craft booths, and lunched on 
Indian tacos which are a biscuit-like 
dough, deep-fat fried and filled with 
traditional taco filling. 

Revered Indians Explain Culture 

In a small gathering the next after
noon, Gary and Louella Johnson talked 
with the team about their people, the 

Crow. Gary is an associate professor of 
Indian studies at Montana State Univer
sity at Bozeman; Louella is bilingual 
bicultural project director of Pryor 
public schools. Their family is, accord
ing to John Tietema, the most revered on 
the reservation. 

Gary and Louella had just returned 
from Germany where they had spent 
their third summer of teaching Indian 
culture. Louella was getting ready to 
prepare food for a "return blessing" for 
her "clan uncles" who had prayed for 
her while she was in Germany. She 
spoke of such family ties as being one of 
the strengths of her people whose 
traditions and language are sti II intact. 
Her arm swept out as if to include the 
teepees· of her clan uncles. " We have a 
different type of living here," she said. 

Gary spoke then of problems facing 
the Crow in the present time of rapid 
change. "The traditional Crow 'system' 



Top to bottom, Princess Veronica 
Spotted Bear visits the team mem
bers, Crow singers pound out a beat 
on the drums during a dancing 
competition at the Fair, and Gary and 
Louella Johnson explain Crow tradi
tions to the work team. 

in which moral responsibility is built 
into the social structure is workable 
today and therefore, educational and 
social programs reinforcing the system 
are valuable," he said . 

Answering Religious Questions 

Christianity is not in conflict with the 
system. Most traditional Crows tend to 
practice both Christianity and the Na
tive American Church. "Jesus is seen as 
a holy being," according to Gary. 

Asked to describe the Native Ameri
can Church, Gary answered that in it 
"all Creation, animals and men are 
equal." The traditional Indian view of 
the world is such that new ideas can be 
absorbed rather easily. For the Indian, 
the world "does not have to be made 
logical, it is logical," he said . 

Other questions centered on ecology, 
the breaking of treaties, and on the 21 
pieces of anti-Indian legislation pending 
in Congress. 

At night the team sat around the great 
arbor to watch the powwow dancing. 
The ceremonial costumes of fringed 
buckskin trimmed with beads, bells, 
and feathers were beautiful and color
ful. As the beat of the drum and the 
chant of the singers echoed in the night 
sky, the dancers joyfully told in panto
mime the respect of the Indian for the 
earth and its creatures. The Rev. Dave 
McConnell of the Parish spoke the 
thoughts of most of the youth when he 
said , "We cannot let this die." 

The next morning Princess Veronica 
Spotted Bear of Pryor Lodge sat on her 
horse and visited with the work team 
explaining the details of her costume. 
On the parade ground, people of two 
cultures walked and talked. The dignity 
and pride of the Crow people was the 
message of the celebration . 

In the experience of the work camp 
not all the hopes for the project were 
realized-the team found relationships 
slow to build and time was short. 
Positive gains had been made, how
ever, in the exchange of friendship 
between city, rural, and reservation 
people; in the alerting of the work team 
to the anti-Indian sentiments in pending 
legislation; and finally, in the opening 
of possibilities of continued relation
ships between the sacred people of the 
Parish and the sacred people of the 
Crow.• 

Betty Arneson is Social Concerns chair
person for the Carbon County United 
Methodist Parish. 



Tom Richardson, 1 7, of Lafayette, La., 
is a veteran of four summer work 

camps. With his United Methodist 
Youth Fellowship from Lafayette's First 
UMC, he has laid bricks and cleaned a 
barn at Henderson Settlement in Frakes, 
Ky., done chinking on houses at Ft. 
Totten, N.D. an an Indian reservation, 
and painted Christ United Methodist 
Church for the Deaf in Baltimore, Md. 
Last summer he did plumbing and 
electrical work at the Navajo Methodist 
Mission School in Farmington, N.M., 
where I met him. 

"The first work camp was the best 
because on it I accepted Jesus Christ as 
my Savior," said Richardson, a blond, 
lanky youth. "But all the camps have 
been very worthwhile. Each of them has 
brought our UMYF closer together and 
closer to God." 

Libby Dawson, petite counselor ac
companying the Lafayette group, 
echoed the praise. 

YOUTH 
WORK 
CAMPS 
ARE 
BOOMING 
Ellen Clark 

"Our UMYF attracts Baptists and 
Catholics as well as United Methodists 
and a number of teenagers from homes 
where parents don't go to church," she 
said. "The high point of the year for our 
very enthusiastic group is the summer 
work camp experience. The kids dream 
and plan for it all year long and raise 
about $5,000 for it from a Mardi Gras 
and other activities ." 

With their winning appeal of work, 
worship, learning, travel and fun, youth 
work camps are a booming phenome
non. No national office administers the 
programs and no one knows how many 
young people participate, but everyone 
involved with them attests to their 
growing popularity. 

"We're usually booked a year ahead 
for work camps," says Ed Ehresman, 
who oversees about 44 work camps a 
year at Red Bird Settlement in Beverly, 
Ky. "We get more requests than we can 
handle." 

To the mission institutions that host 
them and benefit from their labor, work 
camps are a blessing. The campers 
generally pay for their own keep, fund 
their own projects and supply some of 
their own know-how (usually in the 
form of a few skilled adults). 

"For every 20 kids who come here to 
paint, trim the cemetery, do roofing, dig 
ditches and cut cottonwood trees, we're 
$1,500 to $2,000 ahead, " estimates 
Douglas Marks, who coordinates 15 to 
20 summer work camps at McCurdy 
Schools in Espanola, New Mexico. 

Moreover today's young work camp
ers become tomorrow's supporters of 
mission agencies. 

But mission agencies are not the only 
or even the main beneficiaries of work 
camps. The biggest work camp pro
grams, such as the Appalachian Service 
Project begun by the late " Tex" Evans, 
send young people into the community 
to work alongside local people making 
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"There's no 
substitute 

for personal 
Involvement 

In the mission 
of the Church." 
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As part of their school's summer 
leadership development program, 
Navajo Methodist Mission School 
students Betty Pierce, left, and Vivian 
Lynch lead work campers on tour of 

Mesa Verde National Park. 

home improvements for the poor and 
the elderl y. 

Remarks Mary Cameron, part-time 
worker at the Robeson County Church 
and Community Center in Lumberton, 
N.C. , which sponsors summer work 
camps, " As soon as the work teams start 
fixing up a house or building a bath
room, people from miles around call 
wanting help on their homes. " 

It is the participants themselves who 
get the most out of youth work camps, 
everyone agrees. 

" There's no substitute for personal 
involvement in the mission of the 
Church," says David Allen, who is in 
charge of about 40 work camps a year at 
Henderson Settlement, Ky., three fourths 
of them composed of young people. 

Learning from people of different 
cultures is a plus that young people hail. 
But Sheila Collins, staff member of the 
National Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries, notes, "It's not neces
sary to go elsewhere and have an 'exotic 
experience' for a work camp. It's 
usually possible to assist groups already 
at work in one's own community. " Ms. 
Collins administers the United Method
ist Voluntary Service program and 
knows personally of many such com
munity groups. 

For Ms. Collins, work camps are " a 
mixed bag and a mixed blessing." 
Wh i le acknowledging their " experien
tial educative potential for work camp
ers," she cautions against "the prob
lems of paternalism and elitism often 
identified with work camps." 

Successful work camps, fully aware 
of the dangers of do-goodism and the 
quirks of campers, issue goals, guide
lines and the requirements of advanced 
planning. Some employ community 
people-with their own or CETA 
funds-to work with and orient the 
young work campers. 

For example, Navajo Methodist Mis
sion School has a summer leadership 
program in which some students are 
hired as staff for the summer work 
camps-leading tours , supervising 
work, introducing the Navajo life, 
planning recreation . 

" The program has really helped me, 
it's neat," raved Charlene Manuelito, a 
I ively sophomore who worked as staff in 
the program. 

As for Tom Richardson, he likes 
summer work camps so much he can't 
get enough of them . 

11 After college I plan to become a 
UMYF counselor and lead work camps," 
he says. • 



WltERE0NE 
. ANd ONE • 

MAkE A COMMUNITY 
PltoTos by JoltN GoodwiN 

"Living in Warren Village 
gives a special meaning to 
Christmas," a resident recalled . 
"In most apartment buildings, 
people keep to themselves . But 
here it is different. Everyone is 
in a struggle; without the 
support we get from each other, 
surviving would be much more 
difficult." 

Warren Village, in the 
Capitol Hill area of Denver, 
Colorado, is a four-year-old, 
96-unit residential community 
for single-parent families . Its 
combination of economical 
apartments, q uality day care 
and broad range of family 
services is designed to 
strengthen family ties and 
encourage financial 
independence . As families get 
on their feet, they are expected 
to relocate and make room for 
others . 

Warren Village was set up as 
a non-profit, non-sectarian 
corporation by Warren United 
Methodist Church next door, 
which donated the land . From 
the beginning, the project has 
enjoyed widespread community 
financial support and volunteer 
assistance. United Methodist 
contributions have come from 
churches of the Rocky Mounta in 
Conference and the Nat ional 
and Women's Divisions of the 
Board of Global Ministries, 
among others . 
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Needs of single-parent families 
were recognized two decades 

ago by a minister, a judge and 
an obstetrician, all members of 

Warren UMC (right) . On land 
donated by the church, the $1 .7 

million apartment building of 
Warren Village (left of church) 

was built with FHA funds . 
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One-parent families comprise 
15 percent of Denver's 
population and 25 percent of 
the poor. Warren Village is one 
of a handful of agencies in the 
U.S. providing comprehensive 
services to this growing 
segment of the society. Warren 
Vi I lage's career placement, 
personal counselling, home 
management ski I ls and other 
family services have helped 
hundreds of residents, says director 
Charles Mowry. 





The ground-floor Learning 
Center was completed in 1975 
with over $200,000 in 
contributions from foundations, 
individuals, the city and state. 
Licensed to serve 115 children, 
it cares primarily for one- to 
six-year-olds, but an extended 
program prevents older children 
from returning to empty 
apartments after school. Besides 
day care and education, the 
center emphasizes health, 
nutrition and parental 
involvement. 

1:, 
fa it 
thir 

I 



Making Christianity Work 
in East Germany rracy Early 

In East Germany, Eckart Schwerin is 
watching the future of the Christi an 

faith under Commun ist rule, and he 
thinks it is going to work. 

If it does, he wi 11 perhaps deserve as 
much of the credit as any one person of 
the present generation because his 
responsibility as a church off ici al lies 
with the wave of the future, the 
children . 

Schwerin , the son of a min ister and 
himself ordained, serves the Federation 
of Protestant Churches as secretary of its 
Commission on Church Work w ith 
Children and Confirmation Candidates. 
The Federation includes East Germany's 
former state churches-in some areas 
Lutheran and in others the " United" 
churches formed by state-coerced Lu
theran-Calvini st mergers of the nine
teenth century . 

In an interview while vi siting the 
United States for a meeting of the World 
Council of Churches education unit, 
Schwerin described some of his work 
and the thinking behind it. 

Focus on Faith Experience 

A tall , slender man just now enter ing 
middle age, he speaks with the sense of 
a trailblazer, or perhaps someone w ho 
has to build a new footbridge over 
treacherous waters . Unafraid, he has 
confidence that it can be done, but he 
carries a weight of responsibility from 
knowing how much depends on his 
doing it right. Though full y conscious of 
the difficult circumstances in which 
Providence has thrust him, from his 
earliest years as one of eight children in 
a family that " lost everything," he 
expresses no longing for an easier life. 
And he seems inwardly assured that hi s 
own particular assignment in the church 
of East Germany can be accompli shed, 
daunting as it may be. 

" As I see it now," he said , "we should 
concentrate on helping children and 
young people have clear and deep 
experiences of faith within the Christian 
community." 

Americans might compare his ap
proach with the progress ive education 

theories of John Dewey, who empha
sized guiding the experience of children 
to help them deal w ith li fe in a changi ng 
society, and gave on ly a supporting role 
to mastery of traditional subject matter. 
The learn ing of bibli ca l and doctrinal 
content is not omitted from Schwerin's 
approach, as content was not omitted 
from Dewey's, but comes in relation to 
questions affecting the I ife of indi viduals 
in their society. 

Schwerin believes that youth w ill 
develop a lasting commitment to the 
Chri stian fa ith only if it becomes in
wardl y absorbed as a part of their life, 
not merely something they have learned 
as a catechi sm. All children of his 
country are in th e state-operated 
schools and youth organizations that 
seek to develop the " Commun ist per
sonality," he said , so the church must 
concern itself with the total personality 
from a Christian perspective. 

Avoiding Ideological Battles 

In the situation of the German Demo
cratic Republic (DDR), w ith its govern
ment controlled by a Communist Party 
explicitly committed to teaching athe
ism, Schwerin's approach also allows 
some cooling of ideological warfa re . " If 
Christian teaching w ith children and 
confirmat ion cand idates is undertaken 
only according to an intellectual ap
proach," he said , " all the time you 
rnme into the ideological struggle. And 
then you must pick up all the arguments 
from Marxism-Leninism to react to and 
show the points where the Chr istian 
faith is different. " 

Schwerin thinks, to be sure, that the 
Commun ist and Chri sti an ways are 
different, and that at times the church 
must draw the issues sharply so th at 
young people understand the ne
cessity of making a choice. In the DDR, 
he says, children cannot expect to grow 
up living as members of both the church 
and the party. But in his view, thi s does 
not mean that the church and its 
Christian education must be constantly 
oriented to doctrinal struggle against the 
party and the government. 

Stages of Church-State Relations 

Actual church-state relations in East 
Germany have gone th rough periods of 
va riation si nce the end of World War II 
and formation of the Commun ist state, 
he noted. At first, he said, the govern
ment made some attempt to secu re the 
cooperation of the church in building 
the new soc iety, but then came a period 
of greater confl ict. In the past, virtually 
everyone had belonged to the chu rch as 
a matter of course . " Later we had to 
learn that it is not normal for everyone to 
belong to the church," Schwerin said. 

The gove rnm ent and the party 
stepped up their effort to wi n the young, 
and as part of th is campa ign instituted a 
secular counterpart to confirmation. 
Schwerin said church authorities ruled 
that any youth who accepted the 
government ceremony could not be 
confi rmed , but that thei r decision was 
often ignored in the actual life of the 
pari shes. 

Today, he said , a better atmosphere 
of church-state relations appears to be 
developing, and the church is tryi ng to 
work out a way that it can be ful ly 
involved in the processes of society 
while maintaining its own identity. This 
means, he emphasized, working out the 
role of the chu rch in the specific 
situation of the DDR. Though churches 
in other East European countries also 
live under Commun ist rule, he said, 
lessons from one can help others 
relati vel y l itt le because the historical 
place of the church in each nation is 
un ique. 

Postwar Changes 

Schwerin said he considered the 
separation of church and state in East 
Germany since 1945 " is not bad but 
helpful because it makes us free ." 
Though the church had always con
ducted confirmation classes, church
state union had made it easy and natural 
fo r the schools to provide religious 
education. Now the churches have had 
to take on that additiona l responsi bi I ity 
- and opportu nity. Schweri n was eight 
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years old at the end of World War II , so 
he speaks from the perspective of one 
who has received virtually all his own 
religious education under the new 
order. But he points out that the 
churches did not have to start entirely 
from scratch after the war, but built on 
some educational work initiated by the 
Confessing Church as it sought to 
operate independently of the state. 

Churches of the Federation conduct a 
program, Schwerin said , for children 
ages 5 through 15, plus a confirmation 
program beginning at age 12 and lasting 
two or three years. In 1976, he said, his 
office completed production of the first 
new curriculum gu.ides since the war. 
These guides, designed for use by 
ministers and others conducting Chris
tian education, include a great many 
optional activities, he said , and are 
suited for use in widely divergent 
circumstances. 

Some East German parishes remain 
large and traditional in form, with 
enough children to hold a class for every 
age, he said, while others are so small 
one class serves all ages. Some parishes 
may have one or two after-school hours 
with the children every week, he said , 
but rural parishes may find it more 
difficult to get children together after 
school buses have taken them home. 
Sometimes Saturday classes are held, or 
in some cases a monthly class. Sunday 
schools still exist in addition, Schwerin 

said, but appear to have declining 
importance. 

New Modes of Education 

Just this year, he said, the first new 
textbook for confirmation candidates 
since the war was published. Written by 
himself and two colleagues, it is entitled 
" I Want Life." Like the curriculum 
guides, he said , it emphasizes the 
relation of Christian faith to life in 
society . Confirmation candidates learn 
such recent and living church history as 
the Confessing Church struggle, he said, 
and about such topics as the work of 
Martin Luther King and the current 
environmental issues. 

Schwerin speaks of adults who " ac
company" children in the educational 
process, more than about instructing 
children. People of the parishes bring 
children together for shared meals, 
weekend camps and other experiences 
that draw them into a Christian way of 
life. Adult leaders, he said , also deal 
with the individual child 's own feelings 
of happiness or fear, and relate these to 
Christian faith . 

To conduct Christian education in 
this new way, he said, the church needs 
a new kind of specialist. And he 
anticipated that a college for training 
such workers might begin operation 
near Berlin next September. But the 
congregation as a whole and not just the 

METHODISM IN THE DOR 
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The Methodist Church in the German Democratic Republic 
(DDR) now has its own bishop and annual conference . Amin 
Hartel is the bishop; there are about 25 ,000 members in 97 
circuits with 326 preaching places; ministers number 145, of 
whom 114 are in active service in circuits and 30 carrying other 

responsibilities such as theological seminary, youth work, etc. 
Following the Methodist tradition of being a lay movement, many 
Sunday services in East Germany are conducted by lay persons. 

At the last annual conference held in Zwickau last May, the 
Church Council report said that "It is the will .of God that we 
should be his witnesses, in the strength which He gives and in 

the place where He has set us" and expressed its desire "as a 
part of a world-wide Church , to help ourselves and others to 
avoid provincial thinking and action and keep a lively awareness 
of the global nature of Christian witness and service." 

Information from World Parish 
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individual teacher educates children, in 
Schwerin 's understanding of the pro
cess . And he is now editing a book of 
educational theory to interpret this 
concept. 

Conflict for Christian Children 
The percentage of children receiving 

Christian education , Schwerin said, has 
dropped sharply since 1945, and is 
perhaps still declining, though he can
not cite statistics. In a school class, often 
only two or three children will be 
involved with the church , or maybe 
only one. When the way of the church 
and the way of the government-con
tro 11 ed school program diverge , 
Schwerin noted, the emotional conflict 
for children separated from their class
mates can be severe. 

But taking a positive view, Schwerin 
said that the church could now give 
more intense care to those few children 
who were enrolled in its program. And 
he believes that through these few, the 
Christian faith wi 11 remain alive despite 
the difficult circumstances of the DDR. 

Schwerin Voices Optimism 

Schwerin also sees reason to believe 
that the trends of recent decades may be 
reversed within a few years. Young 
adults even now, he said , are showing a 
new interest in the church as "a space" 
where they can find " orientations for 
their life" and "good human relation
ships." 

A new tolerance on the part of the 
government may be developing, too, he 
said , noting that last March for the first 
time top party officials invited church 
leaders in for a discussion of a broad 
range of fundamental issues. "It may be 
that in the past they thought the church 
wou Id go away, and they wou Id give it a 
nice funeral ," Schwerin said . " But now 
the party and the government can 't 
avoid such an important partner-who 
is sti 11 there." 

He also noted that the party may 
previously have held a picture of the 
church as a nineteenth century institu
tion unwilling to accept the new so
ciety. "Now they are aware that in these 
last years the church has tried to find its 
own place in the society," he said. " The 
church realizes that it has to make its 
witness and serve in this society and this 
concrete situation. " 

The task of Christian education in the 
DDR, Schwerin believes, is to help 
children find their way along this 
path . • 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributor. 
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" This is our cry, 
this is our prayer; 
peace in the world ." 

-Engraved on Children 's Memorial 
Peace Park in Hiroshima 

August marks the time for the memo
rial services in Hiroshima and Nagasa
ki . In Hiroshima about 40,000 persons 
gathered at the special service at Hiro
shima Peace Park and 15 ,000 attended 
in Nagasaki renewing the appeal for 
peace and disarmament. Mayor Araki of 
Hiroshima City read the Peace Declara
tion in which he appealed for eternal 
peace and the abolition of nuclear 
weapons. 

As I attended the 33rd anniversary of 
the atom bomb holocaust my heart was 
moved to endeavor in education for 
peace in the world even more. At Seiwa 
College I have been conducting a 
Seminar for Peace Education with the 
emphasis of peace education for young 
children . In a new publication, " Yojiki 
no heiwa kyoiku " in Japanese, I have 
joined with six other interested educa
tors who are striving to develop peace 
education for early childhood educa
tion in the world by writing " Global 
Vi I I age of Peace. " 

In Hiroshima I was honored to meet 
Mrs. Eleanor Goerr from Monterey, 
California , who has written a children 's 
book, " Sadako and the Thousand Paper 
Cranes." Th is book tel Is a true story of a 
little girl who suffered from the after 
effects of the atomic bomb. Sadako was 
born in 1943 and was a very active child 
until one day she was stricken at school 
with leukemia which is referred to as the 
atom bomb disease. Sadako's friend , 
Chizuko, visited her at the hospital 
introducing an old story about the crane 
which lives for a thousand years . With 
Chizuko's wish that the paper crane 
could make her friend well , she folded a 
square of gold paper into a crane . This 
being the first crane, Sadako began to 
fold the other 999 cranes . As Sadako's 

body weakened folding cranes became 
more difficult. The last one she folded 
was 644. Her classmates at school 
folded 356 more so that one thousand 
cranes were buried with Sadako as she 
diedon0ctober25 , 1955 . lnthepeace 
park is a memorial to Sadako and all 
children who were killed by the atomic 
bomb. Sadako is standing on top of a 
granite mountain of paradise holding a 
golden crane in outstretched hands . 

Mrs. Goerr has vi sited schools in 
California for eight months talking to 
5 ,000 students sharing about the atomic 
bomb and Sadako. The children made 
paper cranes to send to the memorial 
statue of Sadako. On one wing of the 
crane, the children wrote love and 
peace. On the other wing they signed 
their own names. Mrs. Goerr brought 
the 5,000 stringed cranes and placed 
them in the statue at Peace Park 
Hiroshima on Peace Day, August 6. 

On the evening of Peace Day many 
paper lanterns are floated down the 

Ohta River. Prayers for ones who lost 
their lives as well as prayers for peace 
are written on the lanterns. The candle 
light shines through the paper making a 
beautiful , colorful sight to w atch as 
darkness comes. This year fri end s 
joined me in this experience. One 
university lad quietly and solemnl y told 
me his mother was a " Hibakusha" 
A-bomb survivor. She had been in the 
shadow of a building which gave safety 
to her . He went on to say, " I was born 
ten years later." I waited for him to say 
more, but he paused in deep thought. I 
wondered what he was actual ly think
ing. I could only guess that he was 
thinking of hi s life and lives of genera
tions to come who cou Id suffer from the 
radiation aftereffects . 

Jane Payne 

Jane Payne is a United Methodist missionary 
teaching at Seiwa College. 
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KOREA 
A recent event wh ich has saddened 

us was the deportation of another 
missionary colleague. As you will re
call , in late 1974 the Rev. George Ogle 
(United Methodist) and in the spri ng of 
19 75 , Fr . Jim Sinnott (Mary
knoll ), both from the U . S., were 
expelled from Korea . Since then we 
know that at least two Jehovah Witness 
missionaries have been forced to leave, 
allegedly because they do not believe in 
going to war! Thi s time it was Stephen 
Lavender, a young single missionary 
from Australia, who was deported on 
June 17. He was here only two years of 
his three-year term and had been 
assigned to work with one of the Seoul 
Urban Industrial Missions (UIM), an 
organization which ministers to the 
needs of poor laborers in the industrial 
sectors of this country . The reason for 
Steve's expulsion was vague and in fact, 
the Ministry of Justice told him it would 
not inform him of the.. reasons . Never
theless, in recent months it has become 
quite obvious that the government is 
making a concerted effort to rid itself of 

this " thorn in the flesh" know as UIM. 
At the particular office where Steve 
worked , one of the two Korean minis
ters was arrested and jailed for the 
content of a sermon he preached, and 
after a sudden " tax assessment," $42,-
000 worth of taxes and fines was levied 
against the mission. The laborers' credit 
union has been interfered with and the 
harassment of the staff continues. Also, 
a book recently put out by a Mr. Hong Ji 
Young, accusing UIM, Korea 's National 
Christian Council and the World Coun
cil of Churches of being communist has 
been distributed, free of charge to 
laborers and church leaders throughout 
Korea, and Mr. Hong is giving lectures 
in the factories on the same subject 
(compulsory for the workers). This 
would be impossible without govern
ment backing. 

Steve Lavender's deportation seems 
not so much because of something he 
did, but is just another step in the effort 
to close down the UIM (both Protestant 
and Catholic organizations) perma
nently. The government seems to real
ize that the workers are not going to 
continue to quietly endure the exploita
tion of their labor and lift' blood, 
working an average of 1 2 hours a day for 
subsistence wages , while a few entre
preneurs fill their own pockets with 
large profits. Therefore any group that 
tries to help the laborers improve their 
conditions and gain some of their rights, 

Urban industrial mission workers before 
crackdown in Korea. 

must go . 
Along with these concerns and our 

involvement in them , we also continue 
our teaching and have just finished 
another semester at our respective 
schools . The contact with the students is 
both refreshing and painful-refreshing 
to see their eagerness to learn, to grow 
and to do good for themselves and their 
country; painful to see them so frustrat
ed at every attempt to have free 
discussi on or to gain some control over 
their campus lives . These efforts are 
thoroughly controlled by all kinds of 
11 authorities,11 such as the Student De
fense Corps apparatus and the plain
clothes pol ice who are everpresent on 
the campus . 

Louise and Butch Durst 

The Dursts are United Methodist mission
aries. 

" TV w ill never replace the rea l thing-I get a much bigger twinge of consc ience in church! " 
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THE EMERGENT GOSPEL, Theology From 
the Underside of History, edited by Sergio 
Torres and Virginia Fabells. Maryknoll , 
New York, 1978: Orbis Books, 275 pages, 
$5 .95 , paper. 

The geography of world Christianity is 
changing rapidly . By the year 2000 Africa 
will be the " most Christian continent," with 
at least 350 million Christians. Church 
people in North America and Western 
Europe may sti II be the richest Christians, but 
they will no longer be the majority of 
Christendom. Th is will significantl y change 
world Christianity as well as the mis ionary 
enterprise. 

Already the power of the Third World is 
felt in international politics, particularly the 
United ations. This will be no less true for 
the Church , for as Christian geography 
changes, Christian theology will change, 
seeking to come to grips with the life 
situations of those developing nations . 

This book of papers from the " Ecumenical 
Dialogue of Third World Theologians" that 
met for the first of a series of meetings in Dar 
es Salaam in 1976, is a very helpful 
introduction to this emerging theology. 

How can we speak of the changing shape 
of the Christian faith? Is not Chri tian 
theology universal? The answer is both yes 
and no. To understand, the reader might 
begin with the book's fifth essay, " The 
African Theological Task," by Kwesi A. 
Dickson , a theologian from Ghana . He 
explains, " In a sense there can be only 
Christian theology, a propositional articula
tion of the Christian faith. However, inas
much as such articulation is done by 
individuals in and through their cultural 
situations, theologizing can and must as
sume many different hues depending on 
where it is done. " The important thing, he 
says, "is to let God speak in and through 
relevant situations." 

Indigenous theology, however, does not 
mean just putting hymns to traditional tunes, 
or usi ng tradi tional myths to convey the 
Christian message, or accenting other cul
tural aspects for worship and teaching. 
Rather, according to South African Mana 
Buthelezi , indigenous theology "must re
flect the throbbing life situation in which 
people find themselves. " 

Because the articles represent diverse 
cultural heritages, their theological con
cerns are different. Yet there is a recurring 
theme: All speak from situations of poverty 
and oppression , from the " underside of 

history." Thus while the Indians speak of 
dialogue with Hinduism, they also speak of 
the strugg le for justice. While Africans write 
of the influence of primeval myths, they also 
talk of black consciousness and the struggle 
for liberation from apartheid and a colonial 
heritage. What often is not understood by U. 
S. Christians is that much of our under
sta nding of the faith, a does that of others , 
stems from our particular situation . 

The influence of one's material-historical 
condition on theology may be understood 
best by the Latin Americans. Clearly the 
Latin American theology of liberation has 
had a profound impa t upon other Third 
World t~eologies. The three essays by Latin 
American theologians present an excel lent 
introduction to the meaning and develop
ment of liberation theology in both Protes
tant and Catholic perspective. Protestant 
Beatriz Melano Couch of Argentina writes 
how it has grown out of a " painful search to 
respond to three fundamental concerns: 
How can we be faithful to Jesus Christ in our 
time and in our own particular historical 
crossroads? What is the church 's mission in 
the midst of economic and political oppres
sion? What is the meaning of Christian hope 
for those who are kept margi nated by the rest 
of society through exploitation and discrimi
nation?" Hers is an excellent essay that 
traces Protestant participation in the search 
for justice and social change . 

Gustavo Gutierrez, who first articulated 

the theology of liberation and who is 
probably the most influential theologian in 
the Third World , writes of the impact the 
struggle for liberation has had on Latin 
American Christians. 

" For many Christians active involvement 
in popular liberation struggles has created a 
wholly new way of living, celebrating, and 
communicating their faith. Poor and rich , 
they have deliberately and exp lici tl y identi
fied with the oppressed on ou r continent. 
They have come to that commitment by 
different paths, determined by class origin 
and personal philosophy, and have broken 
with their pasts in different ways. This is the 
major fact in the recent life of the Christian 
community in Latin America. " 

Without doubt the same can be said for 
many other parts of the Third World. 

Gutierrez concludes by pointing to what 
mini stry in Latin America, and su rely else
where, must be : 

" More than ever before in our history the 
exodus mu st be lived , not preached . Beyond 
their own willingness to suffer, and the 
compassion of outsiders, the oppressed 
need a strong spi rit of self-affirmation and 
self-assertion in the face of a life that denies 
their very humanity. They need to hold fast 
the knowledge that Christ came to establish 
not bondage but liberation from bondage. 
The core of his message is the Father's saving 
and liberative love . It must also be the core 
of our Christian life and our theology." 

EVANGELISM 
It Can't Wait 

This contemporary application 
of the biblical parable of five wise and 
five foolish virgins urges the church 
to take its evangelistic responsibilities 
seriously, before night falls and the 
Bridegroom arrives. Offering four mis· 
sionary models from which to choose, 
Five Lanterns At Sundown is an ex· 
citing, contemporary vision of out· 
reach and the future of the church. 

"Krass has grasped by the throat the critical issue of the church ... 
here is a powerful and persuasive call for a new kind of radicalism, 
deep in its passion for the gospel " 

Walter Brueggemann 
Eden Theological Seminary 

FIVE LANTERNS AT SUNDOWN: Ev-.elw In a Clauteaed 
Mood bv Alfred C. Krass 
ISBN ~17J8.6 · Paper, 256 pages, $4.95 

At your bookstore 
WM. 8. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
255 JEFFERSON AVE $ .E .• GRAND RAPIDS. MICH 49503 

New World Outlook • December 1978 [517] 37 



The " Final Statement" of the Ecumenica l 
Dialogue of Thi rd World Theo logians is a 
sobering and moving statement of the history 
of the plundering of conti nents and extermi
nation of whole peoples and civi l izations by 
Western colonia l nations as they sought to 
enrich and establish themselves as world 
powers. It is th is history as much as the great 
var iety of cultural traditions that is giv ing ri se 
to " Th ird World Theo logy." 

Without doubt U. S. Chri sti ans will fi nd 
thi s book troubl ing, particularl y the rhetori c 
of imperial ism, co lonia l ism, liberation, ~ev
ol ution , and social ism. Even more difficult 
will be to understand how thi s language can 
be a part of articulating Christian theo logy. 
Yet as Christia ns from the Western world , we 
must listen and lea rn . 

Roy H. May, Jr. 
Mr. May is a United Methodist missionary 

in La Paz, Bolivia. 

BRIEFLY NOTED 
These three books are probabl y of limi ted 

interest, ei ther because of the subject matter 
or the treatment, but they are all of val ue and 
speak to top ics w hich are importa nt in 
church life today. 

DOING GOOD, The Limits of Benevo
lence, by Willard Gaylin, Ira Glasser, 
Steven Marcus, and David Rothman. New 
York, 1978: Pantheon Books, 171 Pp., 
$2.95, paper. 

This sma ll book is somethi ng of a mi xed 
bag, consisting of separate essays by a 
psyc hoanalyst, a histori an, a professor of 
comparati ve li terature and the di rector of the 
America n Civi l Liberti es Un ion. Each, how
ever, has someth ing provocati ve to say 
about the relationship of dependent people 
and soc ial programs des igned to ass ist them. 
The central question addressed might be 
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called " Ca n the state funct ion as a parent?" 
Very st imulating, if not systematic . 

EARLY CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIETY, 
by Robert M . Grant. New York, 1978: 
Harper and Row, 221 Pp., $10.00. 

The title here promi ses too much. Profes
sor Grant, of the Chicago Divinity Sc hool, is 
a great authority on the ea rl y chu rc h and a 
thorough schola r. W hat he has done is 
look at the church's relati onship to the 
Roman Empire in such areas as taxation, 
work, the organization of alms, private 
property, and church bu i ldings. It is his 
conclusion that, contrary to pious myth , the 
early churches behaved much like th'eir 
latter day counterparts . They sought tax 
exemptions, they competed w ith pagans for 
church buildings and favors, they modeled 
themselves after the government of the 
Empire, and they favored the work ethic and 
pri vate property. Heady stuff, but written for 
an academic aud ience. 
JONATHAN LOVED DAVID, Homosexual
ity in Biblical Times by Tom Horner. 
Philadelphia, 1978: The Westminster Press, 
163 Pp., $5.95, paper. 

The author, an Episcopal priest and 
teacher, is the author of a previous book on 
sex in the Bible. Here he examines all the 
references to homosexuality in the Scrip
tures in the light of the cultural context of the 
times. The book, unfortunatel y, is wildl y 
uneven ranging from solid chapters on cultic 
homosexuality to fair ly sill y stuff (as in the 
chapter on Ruth and Naomi). This is too bad, 
as hi s accepting attitude towards the subject 
will drive some people to froth ing at the 
mouth and his useful contributions can too 
easil y be di smissed because of the book's 
faults. 

A.J.M. 

LETTERS 
CAPTURED MY INTEREST 

I have just fini shed reading your Sep
tember 1978 issue of New World Outlook. I 
just had to sit down and te ll you how much I 
enjoyed the entire magazine-but especial
ly the story, " Heaven on Wheels," by Bill 
Kelly. The only th ing I have against the 
artic le is that it was way too short. 

As a res ident of Lake Elsi nore, I am 
fa mi liar w ith Bill Kell y's work in the Va lley 
Tri bune, and I was surprised to discover hi s 
works in your magazine. He is one of my 
favorite w riters. Usuall y comes on real 
strong, but I noti ced that he kept it tr immed 
down in you r publi cation. 

Temple Smith 
Lake Els inore, Ca liforn ia 



ANOTHER FAN 
Ju t a letter to tell you ju t how much I 

enjoyed your article on page 32 of New 
World utlook. The story, by Bill Kelly , 
about Stan George, wa really a great, 
well-written arti le. 

Mrs . James Dinkins 
Parri , California 

ARTICLE ON DEACONESSES 
The article on deaconesses in the Sep

tember ew World Outlook is beJutifully 
done, and I do want to express my 
appreciation for the way in which you 
presented the individuals and their work . 
We have had numerous people express their 
delight with the article . Everyone reading it 
should have a better understanding of the 
deaconess relationsh ip and for th is we are 
grateful. 

Christine Brewer 
Executive secretary, 
Dea oness and Home Missionary Service 

MISSION STUDY CLASSES 
Enclosed please find a renewal for New 

World Outlook. I appreciate the many grand 
messages and the opportunities of using 
them in Mission Study clas es. 

Thank you kindly for the grand service . 
Miss Sophia Fetzer 
Brooks Howell Home 
Asheville , North Carolina 

TWO FINE CLERGY LEADERS 
We have two fine clergy leaders in Bill 

Lasher and Bruce Robbins ("Debating Nu
clear Power in New England," October), as 
well as thoughtful and deeply concerned lay 
persons. 

Your article on nuclear power reads to me 
as outstanding interpretive reporting of a 
most important issue for all mankind. 

I rejoice to see United Methodism being 
true to its heritage, and its current posture on 
this matter. 

(Rev.) W . Ralph Ward , Jr. 
He is bishop of the New York Area of the 

United Methodist Church, which includes 
the New York and Troy conferences. 

AN UNFORTUNATE CONNOTATION 
I always read with interest the ew World 

Outlook as it comes to us each month . It is a 
delightful cross-section of missionary effort 
throughout the world (truly Global). In this 
September issue on page 38 in the art icle 
written by Joyce Baldwin, I do fi nd a bit of a 
snag. In paragraph four, and I quote, " The 
United Mission Hospital has 130 beds, 

epali and expatriate doctors, nurses .... " 
Now the word "expatriate" annoys me in 

that it has the connotation of exile or 
banishment or renunciation of allegiance to 
one's native country. This surely would not 
identify the foreign doctors who have given 
service in mission fields apart from their own 
country . There is the definition in the 
dictionary " living in a foreign coun try. " 
Well that, of course, is al I right but somehow 
or other the first meaning comes to mind. I 

hope I am not being obnoxious in making 
this crit icism. I humbly turn it over to you for 
judgment. 

It was our priv ilege in 1956 to go with Dr. 
Avalllbla in 
whit• or black 
6 " tile or wh it• 
6 " round tile . 
• Minimum order 

50 tile. 
• We atoo make 

photo platm, 
print note 
paper and 

Bethel Fleming to Kathmandu , Nepal, to 
help establish Shanta Bhawan Hospital, the 
one which Ms. Baldwin refers to . We loved 
being in Nepal for almost ten yea rs of 
service. We love being back here in our 
native land but still many times wish that we 
might be back in Nepal . 

Thank you again for your most helpful 
magazine, New World Outlook. 

Church Bullatlnt, Poot Cardi • Chrittmaa Cardi 
FREE SAMPLES AND 

ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE· Write: 

Edgar and Elizabeth Miller 
Liverpool , Pennsylvania 17045 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

Consider how these courses 
could strengthen your 

effectiveness in 
• • 

~ m1ss1on ... 
Jan 2-5 a nd 8-12 . C hris lian Wilness on Modern Fronliers . Seminars for 1heological 
1979 students, co-sponsored by 15 seminaries. Each week is a separate unit , 

bul 1oge1her 1hey give a comprehen ive survey of 1he comemporary world 
mi ssi on. Academic credi1 may be arranged. 

Ja n . 15- 18 New Oirec li o ns in lhe C hris lian Miss ion . Eugene L. Stockwell, Divis ion 
of Overseas Mini tries, National Council of Churches. 

Jan . 22-26 P ower a nd Powerless ness in lhe A mericas: Issues in Missio n . Catherine 
Gunsalus Gonzalez, Columbia Theological Seminary; and Jus to L. 
Gonzalez , Cuban-born theologian , lec1urer , author. 

Fe b . 5-8 The Ch urch Faces New Relig io us Movemenls in A merica. Robert 
Wu1hnow, Ann Pa1rick Ware , . L., Mark Albrecht, Julius Poppi nga, 
Cai n Felder, and Gerald Anderso n . Joim seminar wi th the Con1inuing 
Educa1ion Cemer of Princeton Theologi ca l Seminary, at Prince1on. 

Feb . 20-23 C urren! Issues in Ca lho lic Missions. Simon E. mi1h , S . J ., Executive 
Secretary, Jesuil Mi ssion s, Inc. 

F~b . 26-March 2 Res ha pin g C hris lianil}: African Models of C hurc h Life. Donald R . 
Jacobs , Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions. 

M a rch 12-16 Slru clures and Slralegies for Mission Today: P allerns a nd Problems. 
H ans-Werner Gensichen , Univers it y of Heidelberg , Germany . 

Marc h 19-23 C hris lian Theo logy in lh e Co nl exl of Human C ullures. H arvie M . Conn , 
Westminster Theological Seminary. 

March 27-30 C hrislian Mission Where II Bega n : Today's C hurc hes in a Muslim World . 
Norman A . H orner, Associate Director , OMSC . 

Apri l 2-6 lnlera cli o n Belween C hris lian Failh a nd A fri ca n Religi o n . John Mbiti , 
Ecumenical lnslitute , Bossey/ Celi gny, Switzerland . 

April 17-20 Sa lva li o n, Surviva l, and ocia l Juslice. Samuel Escobar , Pres idem of the 
Lalin American Theological Fralernit y, Co rdoba , Argenlina . 

Regisl ration: $25 per course, wi th room and meals additional. 

W t o/ff'T 1'11SStOnorits ht~hly 
rtlt~·ont coursts of study. 

occommodor1ons wuh ofom1/y 
atmosphere, and rht' msp1ra· 

11on of ... ·a/ks by the sra 

Publishers of 
THE OCCASIONAL BULLETIN 

OF MISSIONARY RESEARCH 

For your application and more 
in fo rmati on write today: 

Gera ld H. Anderson, Director or 
Norman A. Horner, Associa te Director 

OVERSEAS MINISTRIES STUDY CENTER 
Vtnlnor, New Jersey 08406 
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THE NOYIMG 
FINGER WRITES 

• 
Eleven new missionaries and desconesses were commissioned at the annual meeting of the UM Board 

of Global Ministries in Detroit. Those standing in the congregation are current missionaries and 
deaconesses of the Church. The service took place at Central United Methodist Church. 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
DEPLORED AT BOGM MEETING 

Strong protests against violations of 
human rights of the people of Nicaragua, 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) and South Korea 
were voiced by the United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries (BOGM) at its annwal 
meeting in Detroit Oct. 13-21 . 

Denouncing the " indiscriminate repres
sion: detentions, assassination and destruc
tion" perpetrated on the people of Nicara
gua by Gen . Anastasio Somoza and his 
National Guard , the 157 directors of the 
BGM called for " the immediate resignation 
of the Somoza government and the estab
lishment of a government based upon the 
principle and practice of majority rule." 

At the same time the directors called on 
the U.S. government to declare economic 
sanctions against the Somoza government 
and to suspend " all further intervention in 
N icaragua , both officia l and unofficial, 
especially that related to the provision of 
warships, arms, aid and mercenaries." 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) voted $50,000 for victims 
of civi l strife in Nicaragua and $100,000 for 
development to be administered by CEPAD, 
the Evangelical Committee for Self-Develop
ment in Nicaragua. 

The board commended the U.S. govern
ment for submitting documentation on the 
current Kampuchea situation to the U. N. 
Human Rights Commission . 

The U .5. Secretary of State was asked to 
" express publicly grave concern for current 
tragic denials of human rights in Kampu
chea"; to endeavor to get the People's 
Republic of China to use its influence with 
Kampuchea toward greater respect for 
human rights ; and to instruct the U.S. 
ambassador at the U. N. to press for action to 
improve the situation there. Church aid to 
refugees also was encouraged . 

Telegrams will be sent to the South Korean 
government and the National Christian 
Council of Korea expressing distress over the 
arrest of the Rev. Timothy Moon and the 
re-arrest and indictment of the Rev. Park 
Hyung Kyu , two Presbyterian clergymen 
active in the Christian struggle for a demo
cratic Korea . 

The BOGM voted to join the boycott of 
Nestle products at the urging of its World , 
National and Women 's divisions. Cited 
were " the growing concern over promo
tional campaigns in Third World areas 
stimulating the use of infant formula and 
bottle feeding of babies," and the refu sa l of 
the Nestle Corp. to stop such campaigns . 
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Upon recommendation of the Ecumenical 
and Inter-religious Concerns Division , the 
BOGM se nt a cable to Pope John Paul II 
extending " best wishes and prayerful sup
port." 

On the domestic front a message wi 11 go to 
President Carter from the board urging hi s 
support for $300 mill ion in loan guarantees 
and $15 million in development grants to 
enable reopening of the Youngstown, Ohio, 
steel mills under community/worker owner
ship. United Methodists have played an 
important role in an ecumenical coalition 
working to salvage the jobs of former 
employees of Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
Co . 

Also, President Carter and Congress will 
hear from the board about the " detrimental 
effects" of guidelines for administering the 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
Act of 1974. According to some estimates, 
the guidelines endanger the continued 
existence of many United Methodist child 
care agencies . 

The board called for postponement in 
implementing the guidelines, issued Aug. 
16, until " appropriate revision can be 
completed ." 

Speaking for the Health and Welfare 
Ministries Division, Plyna (Mrs. Donald T. ) 
Strong of Kalamazoo, Mich., said the 
guidelines would severely limit the number 
of children in one child care facility, force 
such agencies to be listed as " correctional 
facilities" and give the impression all 
children in residential care are delinquent. 

The 1979 appropriations for the BOGM 
were approved at $38 ,258,787. World 
Service apportionments are expected to total 
$11 ,339,493 . A special salary adjustment 
was promi sed the general staff if the 
consumer price index averages over 10 
percent in the first 10 months of 1978. 

Dr. Tracey K. Jones Jr ., general secretary, 
outlined several unfinished tasks for the 
remainder of the 1977-80 quadrennium . 
These included : a strengthened miss ionary 
community ; facilitating service in mission ; 
generating " new enthusiasm for mission"; 
an " advocacy agenda" including ratifi ca
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment and 
continued work on corporate responsi bi I ity ; 
a global concern for the sick, the young, the 
aging and the handicapped ; and meeting 
human emergenc ies. 

Speaking on behalf of the BOGM officers, 
he coupled the importance of a deeper 
personal commitment to Jesus Christ and 
" the prophetic call to work for social justice. 
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We are to seek justice and correc t oppre -
sion," he stated. 

During a service of ce lebration and 
commissioning Oct. 19 in Central Uni ted 
Methodist Church, oldest Protestant chu rch 
in Michigan, eleven new missionaries were 
commissioned ; the 10th anniversary of the 
church's Black Community Developers pro
gram was observed with eight developers 
receiving certificates of appreciation; a.nd 
the 30th anniversary of the U. N. Decla ration 
of Human Rights was marked with a litany. 

Other actions by the board and/or its 
divisions included : 

• a call by the National Division for the 
release of American Indian Movement 
leader Russell Means from South Dakota 
State Penitentiary to a work-release pro
gram. 

• grantstotaling$1 ,208,121 fromUMCOR 
to projects related to relief, rehabilitation , 
refugee resettlement and development in 
40 countries. 

• grants totaling $293 ,600 from the Harry 
R. Kendall Trust Fund , administered by 
Health and Welfare Ministries Division, 
to 25 projects benefiting primarily black 
chi ldren and aged. 

• a call by the Women 's Division for an 
investigation of a new product of An
heuser-Busch Breweries aimed at chil
dren . 

• approval by National Division of loans 
totaling $3 million to churches for 
buildings-$2 ,334 ,500 from the United 
Methodist Development Fund and $605 ,-
000 from the division . 

• agreement by the board to pay expenses 
for two youth/young adults (one ethnic) 
from the annual conference in which the 
board is meeting to attend board sessions, 
with 1 2 others invited at conference 
expense . 

• a request from Health and Welfare 
Ministries Division for the Board 's archi
tect to develop a set of building guide
lines to make churches and church
related fac ilities accessible to all people, 
and agreement by the division to estab
lish a section on concerns of handi 
capped and mentally retarded with a 
fu I I-ti me staff person. 

• receipt of a report that 39 new mission
aries have been approved for serv ice 
overseas and 40 approved to serve in the 
U.S., including six deaco nesses , 11 
home missionaries, 22 US-2s (short-term 
volunteers) and one church and commu
nity worker. 

• tribute from the board to Margaret Swift , 
who is retiring after 16 yea rs with the 
Crusade Scholarship program. A com
mittee was named to find a sucessor. 

(Frances Smith, UMC) 

AFRICA CONCERNS HIGHLIGHT 
GLOBAL MINISTRIES AGENDA 

Two pastoral letters about Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia), and a capital funds effort on 
beha lf of church growth and development in 

Africa were among highlights of the annual 
meeting of United Methodism's largest 
program agency. 

The Board of Global Ministries (BOGM), 
which includes both the overseas and 
domestic mission arms of the denomination , 
agreed to join the Board of Church and 
Society in sending a letter to U.S. constituent 
churches briefing them on the issues in the 
war now going on in Zimbabwe . A back
ground paper will accompany the letter. 

Titled " A Letter to the Church about 
Zimbabwe," it makes several major points . 
The Internal Agreement signed on March 3 
" has not legit imized the Ian Smith govern
ment. It is sti II an i I legal , minority-controlled 
government perpetuating grave injustices on 
the majority. " One way to reduce violence 
and end the war " may be a conference 
composed of all parties commi tted to 
majority rule. " 

No endorsement was given to any politi
cal faction . 

Another key paragraph said: " Transfer of 
politi cal power must be coupled with the 
transfer of economic power including the 
control of economic resources, raw materi-

als, land and industry to the African 
majority. The new nation must not be 
dominated by outside interests. " 

In add ition to expressing concern about 
" the well-being of all the people of Zim
babwe," the letter sa id : " As a Chri stian 
community we must be sensi ti ve to the 
effects of the war upon the ch urch. An 
influence in the struggle toward indepen
dence has been the Gospel. The churches in 
Zimbabwe must be free to contribute to the 
future in reference to the relevancy of that 
Gospel. " 

A second letter addressed to the United 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe was meant 
to express solidarity and " communion" with 
suffering Christians of that country. While 
not presuming to know how justice, equal ity 
and freedom will be " most nearly approxi
mated in your land," the board said: " We 
have been instructed by you r deeds and 
testimony that the God whom we worship 
requires of us both justice and mercy." The 
board pledged : " ... we intend to su pport 
those efforts which seek majority rul e, a just 
and enduring peace for all the people, and 
the termination of the present conflict. " 
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At two Methodist homes in Chandrakal. Hyberobod, Indio more 
than 190 eager girls om.J boys from Christion families ore learn
ing many things that may mol~e their futures brighter. Growing 
emotionally, mentally and spiritual ly in on atmosphere of love 
and concern hos helped lead hundreds of former students to 
become pastors, teachers, nurses and community leaders. With
out the help provided through the World Division of the 13oord 
of Global Ministries, many children would miss such on education . 

It tol~es $100 a year to core for each boy or 
girl , but your gift in any amount wi ll help. 

YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE THEIR FUTURES DRIGHTER 

--------------.... 0027l-5RB2 I 

I 
Clip th is coupon STREET AD DRESS I 
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your check to : CITY ST ATE ZIP I 
World Div1s1on I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 

4 ?S Riverside Drive The Un11ed Methodis t Child Supper! Program is a par1 of the world wide mmistrv ot 
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__________________ ... 
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The first letter was prepared by the 
members of the International Affai rs Panel 
including representatives of the boards of 
Globa l Ministries and Church and Society . 
Approved by the latter on Oct. 7, the text 
was edited somewhat by the BGM. Howev
er, its president, Bishop D. Frederick Wertz 
of the West Virginia Area , assured BOGM 
directors , " In our judgment no substantive 
changes were made." 

The second letter, written by Bishop 
Wayne Clymer of the Minneapolis Area, was 
brought in by the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) of which he is 
president. He told the board , " When the 
history of the Church is written, one of the 
glorious chapters will be the heroism of 
United Methodists who took a sta nd for 
freedom (in Rhodesia). As we address the 
U.S. churches about our feelings on this 
tragic war, so also those who bear the brunt 
should have a letter." 

In a separate action , the board received a 
report from a 33-member Africa Task Force 
and affirmed in principle an Africa Church 
Growth and Development Fund to be 
administered by a committee of which the 
majority of members would be Africans . 

In order to make the fund part of the 
financial askings to the 1980 General 
Conference of the United Methodist Church , 
the plan was referred to the General Council 
on Ministries and the General Council on 
Finance and Administration. It was recom
mended it be "a major asking of the 1981 -84 
quadrennium." 

The structural and operational aspects of 
the proposed committee and fund will be 
voted upon at the board's Spring 1979 
meeting, after an ad hoc group has had a 
chance to confer with the various divisions 
and work units of the board . 

It is anticipated that interest from the fund 
w ill be disbursed by the proposed African 
Church Growth and Development Commit
tee to programs in evangelism, leadership 
development, pastor exchanges, and church 
efforts in nation-building. 

The Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry was asked to explore the possibility 
of making legislative changes to enable 
clergypersons in short-term mission assign
ments to retain membership in a U.S. annual 
conference. After conferring with the 
churches in Africa , the Africa Task Force had 
recommended that missionary contracts be 
limited to a maximum of three years. 

(UMC) 

UNIONS AND INDUSTRY LEAD 
FIGHT AGAINST ALCOHOLISM 

The number of business firms and unions 
in the United States that have established 
programs to combat alcoholism has shown a 
remarkable increase in the last five years, 
according to a federal report . 

The report also said that despite progress 
in several areas, alcoholism continues to 
pose a major public-health problem in the 
U.S. (RNS) 

POPE WAVES TO DIGNITARIES 
VA TICA N CITY-Pope John Paul II waves to dignitaries and cardinats in St. Peter 's Square 

during the open-air Mass which consecrated the beginning of his pontificate. With him, left 
and right, are Msgr. Orazio Cocchetti, and Msgr. Virgilio Noe, from the pontifical ceremonies 
office. In the background is Italian Cardinal Silvio Oddi. Official representatives came from 
702 nations, 74 international organizations, including the United Nations, and 2 7 Protestant, 
Eastern Orthodox and Jewish bodies. (RNS Photo) 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS MEET 
WITH POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Pope John Paul II ended a meeting at the 
Vatican with over 40 Anglican , Eastern 
Orthodox, and Protestant church leaders by 
asking them all to clasp hands in two ci rcles 
of silent prayer. 

" This should symbolize the unity we 
seek," the newly-elected Polish Pope told 
the group. 

In an address to the Church representa
tives, the pontiff said : " Please tell all those 
whom you represent ... that the Catholic 
Church's commitment to the ecumenical 
movernent as solemnly expressed by the 
Second Vatican Council is irreversible. " 

" We must continue it, " he emphasized . 
The religious leaders were part of 21 

delegations of non-Roman Catholic church
men who attended the investiture ceremon
ies in St. Peter's Square on Oct. 22 . 

Among the church dignitaries were Arch
bishop Donald Coggan , spiritual leader of 
the worldwide Anglican Communion ; Dr. 
Carl Mau , general secretary of the Lutheran 

World Federation , and Dr. Kenneth Greet of 
London, chairman of the executive board of 
the World Methodist Council. 

Also represented were a dozen branches 
of Eastern Orthodoxy, including Metropoli
tan Meliton of Chalcedon , on behalf of 
Patriarch Demetrios I of Constantinople, 
spiritual leader of the world's 250 million 
Eastern Orthodox believers . 

" This kind of event demonstrates that the 
closer solidarity we have with each other is 
much greater than many realize," Mr. Mau 
commented after the meeting. 

Dr. Greet said, " It indicates a turning 
toward each other. The sense of isolation 
Protestants once felt toward Roman Catholi
cism is rapidly disappearing if not already 
gone. " 

The Rev. Joe Hale of Lake Junaluska, 
N.C. , general secretary of the World Meth
odist Council , observed , " The good vibra.
tions in there came through very strong. He's 
going to be a very progressive Pope." 

Pope John Paul II met with his visitors in 
the papal library, greeting members of each 
delegation wi th a kiss on each cheek and an 
embrace. 
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" Your presence here, " he told the group, 
" demonstrates in effect our common deter
mination to establish ever closer links 
among us and to overcome the divisions 
inherited from the past-divisions w hich 
are, as we have already said , an intolerab le 
scandal and an obstacle to the proclamation 
of the Good News of the salvation given in 
Jesus Christ ... " 

Pope John Paul continued: " We are 
anxious to tell you of ou r firm desire .to 
continue on the path of un ity in the spirit of 
the Second Vatican Council and fol lowing 
the example of our predecessors. 

" A good distance has already been 
travelled , but we must not halt before 
arriving at the finish , before having effected 
thi s unity which Christ wishes for Hi s church 
and for which He prayed ." 

The pontiff then referred to the relations of 
the various Christian confess ions with the 
Vatican's unity agency. 

" We rejoi ce in your rel ati ons of fraternal 
tru st and collaboration with our Sec retariat 
for (Christian) Unity," he sa id, " We know 
that together with it you are patiently seeki ng 
a solution to the differences w hich still 
separate us and the means of advancing 
together in ever more integral fidelity to all 
aspects of the truth revealed in Jesus Chri st." 

The Pope prayed that the " Spirit of Love 
and of Truth may give us the gift of fi nding 
ourselves often and ever closer to one 
another in profound communion in the 
mystery of Christ our one Savior, ou r one 
Lord . 

" May the Virgin Mary be for us an 
example of th is submi ssion to the Holy 
Spirit, who is the most profound (Mover) of 
the ecumenical attitude. May our answer be 
like hers, ' I am the handma id of the Lord . Let 
w hat you have said be done to me.' " 

(RN S) 

NATIVE AMERICAN CENTER 
OPENS AT U.M. SEMINARY 

An Internat io nal School fo r Native 
American Ministries has been launched at 
Saint Pau l School of Theology in Kansas 
City , Mo. 

The school wil l be headquartered at the 
United Methodist seminary but its program 
wi ll include both on-ca mpus and field 
activities. 

Director of the sc hool is the Rev. Homer 
Noley, a native of Oklahoma and a Saint 
Paul graduate. He goes to hi s new position 
from the faculty of Baker Universi ty, Bald
w in , Kan . Previous ly he was a staff member 
of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries' National Divis ion in New York . 

Mr. Noley, a Choctaw , wil l be a lecturer 
and consultant to the Sa int Paul faculty, 
tea c hing both core units and elec ti ve 
courses. He wi ll be introducing several new 
courses into the sc hool's regula r cu rr icu lum, 
including " The History of Native Ameri can 
Ministries in the United Methodist Church ." 

Start-up funds fo r the school have come 
from the Division of the Ordained Ministry 

and Ethn ic Mi nori ty Local Church missional 
priority funds ad ministered by the Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. 

Similar centers have been established for 
Asians at the Sc hool of Theology at Clare
mont (Calif.), and fo r Hispanics at Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas. A multi-ethnic center, 
distinctly regional in fo rm at and design, was 
recently established at Drew University, 
Madison , N .J. The other centers are national 
in scope. 

Douglass E. Fitch , staff member of the 
Division of the Ordained M inistry, empha
sized the temporary nature of all the ethnic 
centers He explai ned that their ultimate 
goal is ethnic presence in the theological 
facu lties and boards of trustees, as well as 
integration of the curricu.lum . 

" The centers are the judgment of God that 
we have not been inclusive in theological 
education," he said. " But they also are a 
sign of the continuing activity of God . They 
are a short-term answer to a long-term goal 
of a genuinely pluralistic church." 

Co-chairpersons of the new 22-member 
governing board for the International School 
are Bishop James Armstrong, Aberdeen , 
S.D. , and Dr. Joseph H . " Bud" Sahmaunt, a 
Kiowa, who is associate dean of education at 
Oklahoma City Universi ty. 

Components of the school, according to 
Mr. Noley, will include degree-oriented 
seminary work; courses of study across the 
nation as alternatives to seminary degrees for 
persons wishing to become ordained ; de
gree-oriented work for full-time lay workers 
in the chu rch ; and training of lay volu nteers. 
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He said consideration is being given al so 
to allowing persons to convert some life 
experiences into credit hours toward a 
sem inary degree. Many Native Americans 
have worked in pastoral roles fo r several 
years but have ·not been able to continue 
their education , he sa id . 

Another component wil l be aimed at 
non-Native American clergy and lay persons 
to help them minister in commun ities 
heavily populated by Native Americans. 

(UMC) 

CHRISTIANS IN ASIA PROTEST 
RESTRAINTS ON CONVERSIONS 

Christians in Indonesia and India are 
protesting governmental actions which they 
bel ieve restrict their right to evangelize, 
according to CCA News, publication of the 
Christian Conference of Asia . 

CCA News reports that the Indonesian 
Council of Churches and the Indonesian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops have reject
ed two decisions made by the State's 
Minister for Religious Affairs. 

The first of these decisions prohibits the 
propagation of a religion among believers of 
other faiths through distribution of books, 
magazines and leaflets . The second requires 
the reporting to the ministry of al l funds 
received from religious organizations 
abroad and the securing of special work 
permits by foreign missionaries. 

The Indonesian church leaders said the 
minister's decisions violated religious free
doms safeguarded in the 1945 Constitution . 

In the Northeast Indian territory of Aruna
chal Pradesh, Christians held a mass rally to 
protest a proposed bill which seeks to 
prohibit conversion from one faith to an
other. The bill would provide punishment 
for those who " convert or attempt to 
convert, either directly or otherwise, any 
person from indigenous faith by use of force 
or by inducement or by any fraudulent 
means nor sha ll any person abet any such 
conversion. " 

The bi 11 has been passed by the Aru nacha I 
Pra~esh Assembly and awaits the consent of 
the President of Ind ia . 

Arunachal Pradesh , a mountainous 
" union territory" of India comprised of half a 
mi Ilion tribal people, has a Christian popula
tion of less than one percent. 

Meanwhile, in the Middle East, according 
to CCA News, conversions to Islam are 
sweeping through the thousands of South 
Korean engineers, technic ia ns and others 
working in Arab countries. Conversions 
facilitate stay and work permits in Orthodox 
Muslim countries, CCA News comments. 

ANTI-KOREAN PREJUDICE FELT 
IN WAKE OF BRIBERY SCANDAL 

The United Methodist Church 's Commi s
sion on Religion and Race has expressed 
concern at ev idences of prejudice against 
Korean-Americans that have resulted from 
the " Koreagate" scandal. 

ISRAELI ARCHITECT DESIGNS MOUNT SINAI JOINT-WORSHIP COMPLEX 
TEL A VIV-Inspired by the expressed wish of Egyptian President An war Sadat for a joint 

place of worship on Mount Sinai for Mos/ems, Jews and Christians, Ts vi Lissar, Israeli architect, 
displays a scale m odel o f his design for the suggested complex. 

The architect has sent copies of his plans to Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin, Pre ident 
Carter and President Sadat. 

In a resolution , the commission said that 
" the Congressional inquiry and press cover
age of the bribery of some American 
Congressmen by a few self-interested Kore
ans have elicited and encouraged an 'anti
Korean ' feeling and attitude among some 
U.S. citizens." 

The statement noted that " Korean-Ameri
can United Methodists are part of the 
Korean-American community and share the 
pains and hurts of the unfair 'guilt by 
association ,' " and that " Korean-American 
Un ited Methodists are part of the United 
Methodist Church and their pains and hurts 

(RNS Photo) 

are our pains and hurts." 
Therefore, the commission called on " all 

United Methodists to act now to counteract 
the spread of 'anti-Korean ' prejudice by 
insisting on a distinct ion between corrupt 
politicians and businessmen on the one 
hand , and law-abiding citizens on the other, 
by engaging in a ministry of reconcil iation , 
by repudiating crude and tasteless rumors at 
the expense of Koreans, and by jo ining with 
persons who call for renewed pol itical 
integrity in the United States and Korea ." 

Dr. Peter Y.K. Sun , pa tor of Korean 
United Methodi st Church in Washington, 
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said that " many Korean-Americans are 
America ns first. But when people go to look 
for a job, they have been told , 'Oh , you need 
money, too? Why don' t you ask Tong Sun 
Park?' " 

Explaining the reason for proposing the 
resolution , Dr. Sun said that " the pain 
should be borne by the total Church , or else 
we are not one." (R S) 

FARM WORKER MINISTRY 
LOOKS BEYOND CALIFORNIA 

Even though the lettuce and grape boycott 
is over and the United Farm Workers are 
established in many parts of California , work 
of the National Farm Worker Ministry is 
continuing. 

The National Counc il of Churches-related 
NFWM is concerned about the many farm 
workers in other states who are as yet 
unorganized , says the Rev. Richard Cook, a 
Sou thern Baptist minister who is on the 
NFWM staff. 

" It's natural to celebrate a victory (the 
UFW winning the right to organize in 
California)," he said , " but with it comes a 
tendency to look elsewhere . Farmworkers 
still need all kinds of help." 

The Farm Worker Ministry, which is 
supported by most major Protestant denomi
nations, has evolved over the years from a 
stance of primarily providing services for 
migrant farm workers to active support of 
fa rm workers ' unionization , namely the 
UFW. Labor organizing is seen as the best 
way for farm workers to empower them
selves and gain thei r human rights. 

Cook said that UFW contracts have been 
signed with more than 135 growers covering 
about 35 ,000 farm workers in Cal ifornia , 
Arizona, New Mexico and Florida. The 
California agricultural labor relations law is 
" working well ," he added , with the UFW 
currently negotiating with 100 additional 
companies in that state. 

" But there's potential of 1 50 ,000 mem
bers in California alone, " he said . " Only 
about 20 percent of the job is done and 
there's also tremendous need in Texas and 
Florida ." 

In Florida, about 1 ,500 Minute Maid 
employees have had a contract with the 
United Fa rm Workers since 1972, but, Cook 
aid , there are 100,000 more potential 

members . 
In Texas, where the UFW has no con

tracts , the union operates a farm worker 
service center in the Rio Grande Valley. 
Sister Tess Brown of the NFWM staff works 
there. 

Likewise, the Farm Worker Min istry staff 
of about 30 worker-priests , lay persons and 
their families find they now are serving in a 
more pastoral role to farm workers . 

" We' re asked to pres ide at celebration 
events-marriages, baptisms, etc .," said 
Cook. " It's a change that I find very 
we lcome." 

At the same time, the ational Farm 
Worker M inistry continues to work on issues 

that affect the people who pick ou r nation 's 
crops. A current concern is to stop use of 
foreign workers who are given temporary 
work visas and are brought into the United 
States under employer supervisio n to pick 
crops. Known as " H-2," the program is 
criticized by NFWM for paying low wages 
and not providing good working condi tions. 

sciousness of chu rch people about farm 
workers ' continu ing needs. The day of 
fast ing followed a week of missi ng one meal 
a day and usi ng the time for reflection on 
what the Bible says about justice. 

On Nov. 21, the Farm Worker Min istry 
sponsored a day of fasting to raise con-

" The average church person shouldn' t 
lose sight of the fact that farm workers are 
still around and some are sti ll very poor," 
Cook concluded . 

(Connie M ver, IS) 

~ .• 
~ 

Theologians continue to discuss intercommunion but lay people are impatient to 
have it, argues a Catholic friar in an article in the January New World Outlook entitled, 
"How Much Agreement Equals Unity?" Other articles in this issue which coincide with 
the Week of Prayer for Chri tian Unity look at a United Presbyterian-Methodist-Baptist 
church in South Dakota and at Roman Catholic and United Methodist congregations 
sharing a church in Montana. Also in the January issue are fea tures on flood relief in 
India, world evangelism, a lively congregation in Baltimore, a medical missionary 
couple, the development program of the World Council of Churches, United Methodist 
Voluntary Service and much more. The Index to the 1978 New World Outlook, a handy 
reference, appears in the January issue also. 
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SPONSORED BY THE BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

Share 
YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT 

YOUR DISTINCTIVE EXPRESSION OF FAITH 

YOUR CONCEPT OF WHAT GOD'S CHURCH CAN DO 

• receive 
RECOGNITION AS A PUBLISHED AUTHOR, ARTIST, OR PHOTOGRAPHER 
A NATIONAL/GLOBAL AUDIENCE FOR YOUR CONCEPT 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE YOUR IDEA AT THE NATIONAL CONVOCATION 
ON CHRISTIAN MISSION IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

Write, draw, photograph it creatively and 
the Board of Global Ministries will share 
this as it communicates to the nation. 

-Express your understanding of mission, 
its meaning and scope - the witness of 
a person, the work of a congregation or 
program, your own vision or testi 
mony .. . 

-Participate in this talent search for new 
perceptions about mission . .. 

-Encourage others to communicate mis
sion and unity through creative 
expression .. . 

A selection w i ll be chosen on the basis of 
a creative approach and the biblical 
understanding of what global or domestic 
mission means. 

A committee will select the best individual 

or group entries in the categories of 

(A) Poster (B) Story or Art icle (C) Photo
graphy . 

A selection of Poster and Photo cat egories 
will be on exhibit at th e National Convo
cation on Christian Mission and the Fall 
1979 Board meeting, conferences and 
other events. A selection will be repro
duced in New World Outlook and response 
magazines. 

The standard rate for writers, photograph 
ers and artists wil I be paid to those whose 
work is reproduced. 
Special recognition of those whose selec
tions are chosen, their Conferences and 
their churches will be given. 

Fill in the form and attach to your entry. 

RULES 
1. No Board of Global Minis.tries staff 

or directors are eligible. 
2. All entries must be postmarked no 

later than May 15, 1979. 
3. All material becomes the property of 

the Board of Global Ministries. Publi
cation rights, exhibit use reserved . 

4. Any eligible person may enter any or 
all categories. 

5. All entries must be clearly marked 
with name, address, age category, 
local church name, and annual 
conference. Entries by groups (local 
church, church school class, United 
Methodist Men, United Methodist 
Women , and annual confe rences) are 
acceptable and should be clearly 
identified as such. 

6. Recognition will be given at the 
National Convocation o n Christian 
Mission in each category (under 16/ 
over 16) and recipients notified. 



ENTRIES MUST BE 
POSTMARKED BY 

MAY 15, 1979 

,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -f 

To : MISSI0:-.1 '.IEANS ... 
Boa rd of G lobal Ministries 
The Uni ted Methodi<t Church 
Roo m 1358 
4 7 5 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 100 27 

Name . . 

Address. 

Church .. . 

1 Address .. . • .. . . . 
I 
I .. • • • • . . • • . . • • • • • • • . • . . 

: Annu al Confe rence .. . .. . ... .. .. . 

: [ ] Pos ter ( ] Story I Article ( ] Photography 

: ATTACH TO EN TRY 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

: [ ] Under 16 [ J Over J§ : 
I- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1· 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Every entry must be identified (name, 
address, church , conference, age category 
under 16/over 16) . Attach form. (Duplicate 
for each entry .) 

POSTER The poster should include a slogan . 
Image size should be 20x28". All work 
should be mounted on poster or illustration 
board with a 3" border on top and sides and 
4" on bottom . Finished size with border is 
26x35" if vert ical and 27x34" if hori zontal. 

Any medium, such as oil, watercolor , poster 
paint, casein or acrylic ; photos, photostats, 
montage or collage alone or in combination 
with art, is acceptable. 

STORY/ARTICLE Approximately 1500 
words, typed double-spaced on 8Y2x 11 " 
bond paper . 

PHOTOGRAPH 
black and white : 

minimum size-5x7" mounted on 8x1 O" 
illustration board 

8x10" or larger, mounted 
up to 5 prints may be submitted (identify 

each) Do NOT send negatives (negatives 
may be requested on loan for selected 
photos) 

color : color slides only 
up to 5 slides may be submitted 
each should have name and address on 
mount 

The United Methodist Church 



IDUGHT 
UP YOUR HOU~YS 

The Trees of Christmas 
Full-color photographs of twenty-three international Christmas trees 

with a fascinating text which describes the customs and traditions 
behind each tree. Directions for making handmade decorations. $8. 95 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, 
Deluxe Edition 

The favorite concordance of Bible readers everywhere in a 
handsome brown, leather-look binding with two beautiful ribbon 
bookmarks. Comes packed in a sturdy slip case .Gold-stamped. $29.95 
Bah! Humbug? 

Clever three-color art charms both children and adults. A little girl 
reaffirms her faith in Santa Claus even as her big brother tries to catch "that big, fat humbug Santa." 
Written and illustrated by Lorna Balian. Ages 5-8. $7.95 
Christmas Crafts for Everyone · 

Historical and background information on international Christmas crafts and foods plus instructions 
for making them! Includes Advent wreaths, colorful Scandinavian yarn dolls, creches, recipes for Danish 
pastries, gingerbread houses and much more! A great gift idea. $8.95 
Abingdon Bible Handbook 

Written with the average reader in mind, this excellent handbook offers a deeper understanding of 
scripture, the Holy Land, and the history of the Bible. Readers learn the basic principles of interpreting 
scripture. A beautiful 16-page color photo section focuses on Palestine. Edward P. Blair. $15.95 

The Will of God 
Leslie D. Weatherhead, renowned British 

preacher, worked through this classic 
explanation of God's will during the height of 
WWII in England. $4. 95 
Letters to Karen 
On Keeping Love in Marriage 

Popular author, Charlie Shedd, offers 
special fatherly advice . Boxed, $8.95 
Bless This Desk: Prayers 9 to 5 

Ken Thompson reaches out to the harried 
businessman with a collection of year-round 
prayer talks. $4.50 
Bless This Mess & Other Prayers 

Down-to-earth and divinely inspired, these 
ninety-six prayer talks cover everything from 
managing a home to community problems. Jo 
Carr & Imogene Sorley. $3.50, cloth; $1.50, 
paper 
The Mature Heart 

150 heartwarming and challenging 
meditations encourage believers in ways of 
living in harmony with our circumstances. 
Helen B. Emmons. $6. 95 (Large Print) 

The Good Times Songbook 
James Leisy presents 160 songs for family , 

church, or community gatherings. 
$14.95, cloth (Leader's Edition) ; 
$2.25, paper (Singer's Edition) 

the book publishing department of 
fhe unlfed methodist publishing house 
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Africa Task Force, The, Feb ., [681 
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Apr., [154] 
United Methodis t Committee on 

Relief Division, Apr ., [174] 
World Division, Apr. , [170] 
Women 's Divis ion, Apr., [167] 
The Year In Review, Apr., [151] 

Books 
Animals of the Bible by Isaac 

Asimov, Nov., (473] 
Black Preaching, Se lected Sermons 

in the Presbyterian Tradition , ed. 
by Robert T. Newbold, Jr., Mar., 
(137] 

Brother to a Dragonfly by Will D. 
Campbell , Mar. , [137] 

China: Search For Communit y by 
Raymond L. and Rhea M . White
head, Oct., [425] 

Christ and the Media by Malcolm 
Muggeridge, May, [234] 

Coming H ome-To China by 
Creighton Lacy, Oct. , (426] 
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Doing Good, the Limits of Benevo
lence by Wil lard Gaylin , et al. , 
Dec. , [5 18] 

Doubleday Devotiona l Classics, 
The, ed . by E. Glenn H inson, 
Nov., (473] 

Early Christianit y and Society by 
Robert M . Grant, Dec. , [518] 

Emergent Gospel, The, Theology 
from the Underside of History 
ed . by Sergio Torres and Virgini a 
Fahel la , Dec. , [5 17] 

Eugene Carson Blake: Prophe t 
With Portfolio by R. Douglas 
Brackenridge, Jul y-Aug., [329] 

Families by Jane Howard, Sept. , 
(375] 

Flaming Center, The,: A Theology 
of the Christian Mission by Carl 
E. Braaten, Feb., (88] 

Great Words of the Christian Faith 
by Donald Coggan, Sept. , (375] 

His Power In You by John Ki llinger, 
Nov., (473] 

Human Sexuality: New Directions 
in America n Catho lic Thought 
by Anthony Kosnik, William 
Carroll , Agnes Cunningham , 
Ron a ld Madras , and James 
Schulte, Jan ., [38] 

Jonathan Loved David by Tom 
Horner, Dec., [5 181 

Joyful Chris tians, The, by C.S. 
Lewis, Nov. , [473] 

Let Us Enjoy Forgiveness by Judson 
Cornwall , Nov., (473] 

Liberating Bond, The, Covenants
Biblical and Contemporary by 
Wolfgang Roth and Rosemary 
Reuther, June, [283] 

Na tural H istory of the Land of the 
Bible, The, by Azaria Alon , 
Nov. , [473] 

Newborn Chris tian , The, by J.B. 
Phillips, Nov., (473] 

Search ing For the Real China , A 
Guide For Christians by David 
Ng, Oct. , (425 ] 

w 
We Learned to Welcome the Reta rd 

ed , May, [225 ] 
What Does China Have to Do With 

Chi natown?, Oct. , [416] 
What U.S. Protestants Need from 
Latin American Catholics, Sept. , 
[357] 

When the Days of Wife Are Over, 
Mar., [133 ] 

Where One and One Make a Com
munity, Dec., [509] 

Why People Are Still Hungry in As ia, 
Mar. , [124] 

Why Study China?, Oct. , (405 ] 
" Wipe the Blood Off the Treaties", 

Ind ia ns of the Americas Voice 
Their Grievances, Jan ., [2 1] 

WSCF-Betting on People, July-Aug., 
[3 17] 

Women's Division, Apr., (167 ] 
World Division, Apr., [170] 
Year in Review, Apr., (151] 
Youth-in-Asia , Mar., [127] 
Youth Work Camps are Booming, 

Dec., [507] 

Shiokari Pa ss by Ayako M iu ra, 
Ju ly-Aug., [329] 

Way, The, by E. Stanley Jones, 
Nov. , [473] 

Witne ss in Philadelphi a by 
Florence Mars, Feb. , (137] 

Women and the Word-Sermons 
ed ., by Helen Gray Crotwell , 
Mar., (137] 

Botswana 
Botswa na-The Eye of the Hurr i

cane, Feb., [76] 

c 
Caribbean 

Hai ti 
Haiti Vol unt eers in Miss ion , 
June, [282] 
Haitian Methodism : Faithful to 
the Whole Gospel, Sept. , (3 44 ] 

Puerto- Rico 
Puerto Rico -A Question of 
Status, Ma y, (213] 

Children and Youth 
Advoca ting the Rights of Children, 

Mar., (109] 
Johannesburg'.s Runaways, Mar. , 

(104] 
Youth-in-Asia , Mar., (127] 
Youth Work Camps are Booming, 

Dec., (507] 
Chile 

Soup Kitchens in Chile 's Churches, 
Sept. , [366] 

China 
Ca n China Feed Its People?, Mar., 

[1 17] 
China's " New Period", Oct. , (408 ] 
The Chinese America ns , Oct. , 

[418] 
It 's the Long Pull That Counts, Oct. , 

(412 ] 
The Odyssey of a Chinese Ameri

ca n, Oct. , [421 J 

Wha t Does China Ha ve to Do With 
Chinatown?, Oct. , [4 16] 

Why Study China?, Oct. , [4051 
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Christma 
A/ternattve Celebrattom and Life

styles, Dec., [492] 
lnflatton and Incarnation , D c , 

[488] 
Sing a Song of Bethlehem, De . , 

[494] 
Churche in Mission 

The Af,,can Israel Church ine-
veh, June, {268] 

And Still They Come, ov. , {4681 
A Bi -Racial hurch in Atlanta, Jan ., 

{341 
hurche Living in Covenant, June, 
1271 J 

Debating uclear Power in New 
England, Oct. , {3921 

The Detroit Scene Today, July
Aug., [309] 

Emerging Churches , July-Aug., 
1313] 

Gali lee Today in Korea , June, 
12471 

Soup Kitchen in Chile 's Churches , 
Sept., 1366] 

pec1al Need - pecial Gift , Mar., 
[l 141 

" Make a Joyful Noise Unto the 
Lord", July-Aug., 1304] 

We Learned to Welcome the Re
tarded, May, {22SJ 

Community Development/Organiza
tion 

Community Medicine Promises 
Relief, Ju ly-Aug., 1302] 

Movement For a New Socie(y, 
June, 1266] 

Olympic p,, on-A Matter of Pride? 
Oct. , 14221 

A Pioneering Community Center in 
the Ph ilippines, Dec. , {496] 

Pro Per-The Berkeley Lega l Collec
tive, June, 1276] 

St. Mark 's Champions the Poor, 
Feb., {64] 

Costa Rica 
" Make a Joyful oise Unto the 

Lord", July-Aug., {304] 
Covenant Living 

The African Israel Church Nine
veh, June, {268] 

A Covenant Un til Death, June, 
{2 60] 

An Agreement with the Aging, , 
June, 1279] 

Churches Living in Covenant, June, 
1271 I 

Corrymeela-A Wedge for Peace in 
orthern Ireland, Sept. , 13631 

For Mohawks, a Symbol of Hope, 
June, {2S7J 

Galilee Today in Korea , June, 
{2741 

Haili Volun teers In Mis ion, June, 
1282] 

Movement For a New Society, 
June, {266] 

Pro Per-The Berkeley Legal Collec
tive, June, {276] 

To Live Among the Poor, June, 
l2S3] 

Toward a ew Community, June, 
{248] 

Volun teer Work With the Dying, 
June, {264] 

Where One and One Make a 
Community, Dec., [S09] 

Death 
D 

Ander on, Olive, Feb., IS3] 

Anderson, The Rev . Sydney R., 
May, {198] 

Biswa , Canon Subir, Feb., {S3l 
Choy , Grace Ying, Feb., IS31 
Cooper, Kate, Oct. , {389] 
Davis, Dorothy, June, {2461 
Dixon , Lois B., Jan. , 141 
Evans, The Rev . Glenn " Tex", 

Sept. , {342J 
Fadely, Karis S., May, 1198] 
Ford , George B., Sept. , {342) 
Jones, Mabel Lo sing, Sept. , 13421 
Kraft , The Rev . Charles F., Feb., 

IS3] 
Littell , Harriett Lewis, Sept. , 1342) 
Matkin , Iva Lou , Oct., {3 89] 
Medina, C.E ., July-Aug., [294] 

ewell , Emily, July-Aug., [2941 
Patterson , Joyce Raye, July-Aug., 

[294] 
Payne, The Rev . Paul Calvin, Jan ., 

{4] 
Pope Paul VI, Sept. , 1343] 
Ross, Roy G., Feb., IS31 
Underwood, Richa rd , June, {246J 
Walton , Bishop Aubrey , May , 

[ l 98] 
Wicke, Gertrude Allen , Feb., IS3J 

Displaced Homemakers 
When the Days of Wife Are Over, 

Mar., {133] 

E 
East Germany 

Making Christianity Work in fast 
Germany, Dec., IS 13) 

Ecumenical and lnterreligious Con
cerns 

The African Israel Church Nine
veh, June, [268] 

Barefoot Biblica l Scho lars, Jan ., 
fl 2] 

Christians and Muslims in the U.S. 
Exploring New Relationships , 
Jan ., fl 6] 

Corrymeela-A Wedge for Peace in 
Northern Ireland, Sept. , {3631 

The Crucial Moral Issue for Our 
Times, Sept , {361 ] 

Ecumenical Worship: What Do We 
Say To The Father?, Jan., {8] 

In M ission Together, Jan ., { l 9) 
Interfaith Council: Model for Many 

Cities, Nov., 1462] 
lnterreligious Dialogue-One Ap

proach, Nov., l46S] 
Profile: Ke ith Bridston of the WCC, 

July-Aug., 1323] 
Theological Education in Africa-for 

What?, Feb., [72] 
What U.S. Protestants Need from 

Latin American Catholics, Sept., 
13S7] 

WSCF-Betling o n People, Jul y
Aug., 1317] 

Editorials 
Baptized Into His Death , Mar., 

1103] 
Christians and Pol iticians , Sept. , 

1343] 
The Churches and Energy, Dec. , 

[48 7] 
Covenant Living, June, {247] 
A Flippant Footnote to the Above, 

July-Aug., {29S] 
Forgotten Cambodia, Feb., {SS] 
The " Frightening Specter", ov., 

{439] 
Gambling on the Taxpayers, July

Aug., {29S ] 

" I Have a Dream" .... But No 
Job, Feb. , !SS] 

lncarna tus Est, Dec. , 1487) 
Iran-What Is Progress?, Oct. , 1391 J 
A Job Well Done, May, fl 99] 
John Paul II , Dec. , {4871 
Pope Paul VI , Sept., {343) 
A Promising Trend , ov., {439] 
A Return to the Past, July-Aug., 

!29SJ 
The Rhodesia Settlement, May, 

1199] 
The Settlements Issue, Mar., {103] 
Sexism and the Bible, Jan ., {7] 
Sinners and Celebrities, Jan ., 171 
Some Thoughts After Camp David , 

ov ., 14391 
" Terror on Every Side" , June, {247] 
To Free the Captives, Ju ne, 12471 
The WCC Grants, Oct. , 1391 I 

Energy 
Debating Nuclear Power in New 
· England, Oct. , {3921 
Facing a Mining Boom in Wyo

ming, Oct. , 1397] 
Ethnic M inorities 

The Almost Perfect Ethnic, Jan., 
134] 

Among Navajos-A Symbol of Ex
cellence 

Black Persons in Mission-Two Per
sonal Accounts, Mar., [l 32] 

Black Persons in the United Meth
odist Church, Mar., fl 29] 

The Chinese Americans , Oct. , 
14 181 

The Church and H ispanic Ameri
cans/La Iglesia y Los Hispanico , 
Feb., 179] 

For Mohawks, A Symbol of Hope, 
June, l2S 7] 

Getting to Know the Crow, Dec., 
{S03] 

Head for the Do llar, Nov., {4S3] 
A Matter of Surviva l, ov., {4SS ] 
Native Americans-Has the Church 

Stopped Be ing a Colonizer?, 
Jan ., fl 27] 

Some Hispanics in the Rio Grande 
Conference, Jan ., {3S] 

Whal Does Chinatown Ha ve to Do 
With Chinatown?, Oct. , 1416] 

" Wipe the Blood Off the Treaties " 
Indians of the Americas voice 
Their G1ievances, Jan. , {2 1 I 

Ha iti 
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Haiti Volunteers in Mission, Jur.ie, 
1282] 

Ha itian Methodism : Faithful to the 
Whole Gospel, Sept. , {344] 

Hand icapped Adults 
Specia l eeds-Special Gifts, Mar., 

l l 14] 
Turning a Deaf Ear to Advantage, 

Dec. , 1496] 
We Learned to Welcome the Re

tarded, May, l22S] 
Health Care 

An Agreement with the Aging, 
June, 1279] 

Community Medicine Promises 
Relief, July-Aug., 1302] 

A Covenant Until Death, June, 
1260] 

Volunteers Work with the Dying, 
June, {264] 

Hunger 
Can China Feed Its People?, Mar., 

fl 17] 

Heaven on Wheels , Sept., 1368] 
Hunger and Rural Povert y-A 

Church Response, Mar. , fl 28] 
Learning the Complexities of Hun

ger, ov., {4S9] 
Soup Kitchens in Chile 's Churches , 

Sept. , 13661 
Why People Are Still Hungry in 

Asia, Mar., fl 24] 
Youth-in-Asia , Mar., {127] 

India 
Making Village Life Better in India, 

Oct. , 1401] 
Praying Through India , May, 1208] 

Indonesia 
Making an Impact in Indonesia, 

Sept. , l3S2] 
Indochi na 

And Still They Come, Nov., {468] 
A Melling Pot for the Indochinese

An Illusion ?, Feb. , 160] 

K 
Korea 

Ga l ilee Today in Korea , June, 
1274] 

L 
Lat in America 

Central America 
" Make a Joyful Noise Unto the 
Lord," July-Aug., {304] 

Chile 
So up Kitchens in Chile ' s 
Churches, Sept. , {366] 

Mexico 

Lent 

Head for the Dollar, Nov., [4S3] 
A Matter of Survival, Nov., [4SS] 
What U.S. Protestan ts Need from 
Latin American Catholics, Sept. , 
[357] 

How Shall We Sing the Lord's 
Song? A Lenten Meditation , 
Feb., [S7] 

To Prepare a Resurrection, Feb., 
[S6] 

Letters from Overseas, Jan., [36]; 
Feb. , [861; May, [230]; July
Aug., [327]; Sept. , [371]; Nov., 
[47 1]; Dec. , [SlSJ 

M 
Media 

Christian Media in Africa, May, 
[200] 

Mexico 
Head for the Dollar, Nov., [4S3] 
A Matter of Survival, Nov., [4S5] 

Multinational Corporat ions 
The Crucial Moral Issue for Our 

Times, Sept., 1361] 
The Tug of War at J.P. Stevens, 

July-Aug. , [296] 

N 
New Directions in National Mission 

Helping the Aging Remain Inde
pendent, May, [219] 

Working Women, July-Aug., 1319] 
New Hebrides 

Burnt Cookies as Gospel Leaven, 
May, {204] 

Northern Ireland 
Corrymeela-A Wedge for Peace in 

Northern Ireland, Sept. , [363] 
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" Make a Jo yful Noise Unto the 
Lord" , July-Aug., [304] 

Persons in Mission 
Black Persons in Mission-Two Per

sonal Accounts, Mar., [132] 
Burnt Cookies as Gospel leaven, 

May, [204] 
Committee on Personnel in Mis

sion, April, [157] 
Deaconesses-Sharing Needs With 

Others, Sept. , [349] 
Haiti Volunteers in Mission, June, 

[2B2] 
A Heart of Wisdom, Nov., (466] 
Heaven on Wheels, Sept. , [368] 

Letters from Overseas, Liberia , 
Zaire, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Jan. (36] ; Philippines, India, 
Uruguay, Feb., [86] ; Algeria , 
Zaire , Zambia , May , (230]; 
Papua New Guinea , Korea , 
July-Aug., [327] ; Japan, Nepal , 

Sept. , (37 1] ; India , Nigeria , 
Nov ., (47 1]; Japan , Korea , 
Dec., [515] 

Missionary Unusual, July-Aug., 
(325] 

The Mission of Cod, Nov., (448] 
Tales of an ltinerating Missionary, 

Mar., (136] 
Trends in Missionary Personnel, 

April , [154] 
To Live Among the Poor, June, 

[253] 
WSCF-Betting on People, July

Aug., (317] 
Philippines 

A Pioneering Community Center in 
the Philippines, Dec., (500] 

Puerto Rico 
Puerto Rico-A Question of Status, 

May, [213] 

R 
Refugees 

And Still They Come, Nov., (468] 

MISSIONS-more than words-
The global perspectives of Christian mis
sion are presented with clarity and convic
tion. Articles, news, editorials, letters from 
overseas, book and film reviews, all help to 
interpret the present mission in the world 
and the world in mission. 
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