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NISSIONNENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

November, 1977 

Women's Division. At its meeting in Atlanta in mid-October the Women's Divi
sion of BOGM voted 41 to 10 with 14 abstentions to become a plaintiff in a 
class action suit of McRae vs. Califano. McRae is a black woman in New York 
who was getting an abortion to be paid by Medicaid when Congress passed the 
Hyde amendment forbidding payment of Medicaid funds for abortions when the life 
of the mother is not in danger. Califano is the secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare. Debate in committee on the issue at the Women's Division did not 
focus on the Hyde amendment itself, but on whether support for abortion rights 
for the poor might alienate potential supporters of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The Division also said it wanted to find and support individual UM women who 
might want to become plaintiffs in the case, and they asked members to express 
their concern about the Hyde amendment to their representatives in Congress .... 
The Division also took the same position as the National Division executive 
committee on the Bakke case, currently before the Supreme Court, in support of 
the University of California .... The Division adopted a resolution supporting 
extension of the deadline for ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment and 
they set up a Task Force for the forthcoming International Year of the Child . 
.. . The Division also sent a message to the Board of Church and Society support
ing their right to take a position on the f ' nancing of National Health Insur
ance. The position the Board of Church and Society took was not adopted last 
year by General Conference and as a result the Board has been taken to task by 
three annual conferences who have complained to the Judici al Council .... The Di
vision was presented with the first draft of a revised charter of racial policy 
to replace one in effect since 1962 . The draft will be studied by members of 
the division and brought back for adoption in the Spring of 1978. 

Thanksgiving. Bread for the World, the Christian citizens' movement, is sug-
gesting that one of the Sundays around Thanksgiving would be a good time for 
churches to send an 11 offering of letters 11 to the White House urging the Presi
dent to follow up on his statement that the right to food is a basic human right 
with specific proposals to Congress to eliminate hunger in this country and 
around the world. Despite record worldwide harvests, about 450 million and 
perhaps as many as one billion persons remain malnourished. 

Russia . Archbishop Donald Coggan of Canterbury recently visited the Soviet 
Union. After four days of talks with Patriarch Pimen of the Russian Orthodox 
Church he heard that ordination of women to the priesthood was an 11 insurmount
able obstacle 11 to unity with the Church of England. However, the Archbishop 
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heard a more encouraging word from His Holiness Vazken I, Patriarch of the 
Armenian Church in Yerevan, who told him after a five-day visit that women's 
ordination in the Anglican Communion "would not constitute an obstacle to good 
relations with the Armenian Church . 11 The archbishop also pressed Soviet leaders 
on the issues of human rights and religious freedom. Although many churches 
are closed, those open were packed with people. He also visited two synagogues 
and on one occasion participated in the worship service. 

South .Korea. United Methodist missionaries Walter (Butch) and Louise Durst re
port "near hysteria of the Korean people concerning the proposed U.S. troop 
withdrawal . 11 Vivid memories of the Korean ~Jar explain the mood, but other fac
tors are Korean disappointment that human rights have not been linked to with
drawal and the fear of harsher domestic policies when the troops are gone. More 
troubling to the Dursts, they say, is Korean President Park's attempts to sub
stantially increase U.S. aid by making the U.S. feel guilty about "abandoning 
Korea. 11 The aid would benefit the regime but not people who need it most, they 
state. The Korean Methodist Church has opposed U.S. troop withdrawals. 

Deaths. Rev. JQe Mathews, provocative United Methodist educator anq theologian, 
died October 16---:rrl Chicago at the age of 66. He was dean of the Ecumenical In
stitute in Chicago, which he joined in 1962 following teaching careers at 
Colgate University, the Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, and the Faith and 
Life Community in Austin, Texas. He had degrees from Asbury College and Drew 
University. 

ERA. Two units of the United Methodist Church's Southeastern Jurisdiction, 
the Council on Ministries and the College of Bishops, have asked the Board of 
Global Ministri~s to restore meetings at Lake Junaluska which had been cancelled 
allegedly because North Carolina had not approved the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The jurisdictional groups pointed out that the Lake Junaluska Assembly is owned 
by 16 southeastern conferences, not by North Carolina alone, and that .it is 
"not appropriate for one agency of the church to discriminate against another." 

Did You Notice? If you are white and average, you were supposed to have had 
an easier time making ends meet last year than in the previous two years. In 
1976, for the first time since 1973. the annual increase in median family in
come topped the inflation rate. White families, with an average median income 
in 1976 of $15,540, made a real gain of 3 percent over 1975. But no statistical 
change in real terms was noted for the 1976 median income of $9,240 for black 
families and $10,260 for families of Spanish origin. After adjusting for the 
6 percent rise in prices between 1975-1976, the 1976 median family income in 
terms of constant dollars increased by $450 or about 3 percent. 

Good Investment Abroad. Supporting national church workers makes sense, points 
out Dr. Mortimer Arias, a Bolivian who teaches evangelism at Perkins School of 
Theology in Dallas. A U.S. church could support a Bolivian pastor and family· 
for $150.00 a year, one-tenth the cost of sending a U.S. family to Bolivia, he 
says . 



Panama Canal. In mid-October representatives of major religious bodies ap-
peared before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in suppor t of the new 
treaties. They included Cardinal John Krol of Philadelphia, representing the 
U.S. Catholic Conference, Mr. William P. Thompson, president of the National 
Council of Churches and stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, and 
Morris Levinson, vice-president of the Synagogue Council of America . Mr. Thomp
son said he felt that rejection of the treaties by the Senate would "raise 
serious questions about our willingness to live by the moral standards we say 
are ours." However, a Gallup Poll in September showed only 39% of those 
polled favored the treaty, while 46% opposed and 15% were undecided. 

Taiwan. An interreligious delegation which includes Christians, Buddhists 
and Muslims from the Republic of China on Taiwan is in the United States to as
sure the American people that they enjoy religious freedom on Taiwan and that 
they oppose any move to unite Taiwan with mainland China. The delegation is 
headed by Cardinal Paul Yu-Pin, who is one of the founders of the Chinese In
terfaith Friendship Association, which was established in 1940 at Chungking and 
includes all three faiths. "In the Republic of China on Taiwan," they said, 
"freedom of religion is given to all the people: Christians, Buddhists and 
Muslims are free to expand their religion . .. and even to send Bibles by balloon 
to their brothers and sisters on mainland China who do not have this freedom of 
religious belief." ... At its October meeting the UM Board of Church and Society 
urged full diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China and called 
for "peaceful settlement of the Taiwan issue by the people of China themselves." 
By a close vote, the Board removed from its resolution two statements which 
would have called China "one nation, including Taiwan" and urged cutting off 
diplomatic relations with and military support of Nationalist China. 

Amnesty International. An executive director of Amnesty International, the 
worldwide humanitarian group opposed to political repression which has just 
been awarded the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize, has said he believes church groups, 
both indigenous and missionary, are the best sources of information about po-
1 itical prisoners . They are also sometimes the objects of political repression 
themselves, according to David Hawk, who heads the 20-person staff of AI in New 
York. The staff's chief work consists of organizing letter writing campaigns 
to the repressive governments . Hawk, a United Presbyterian and former student 
at Union Theological Seminary who was part of the resistance movement against 
the Vietnam war in the 60's, says t he only case Amnesty International has adopt
ed in the U.S. is that of the Wilmington Ten. They are nine black men and a 
white woman imprisoned in North Carolina on charges of conspiracy and unlawful 
burning stemming from racial disorders in 1971 . One of the ten is a ministerial 
employee of the United Church of Christ, which almost alone among churches has 
persisted in keeping the issue of the Wilmington Ten before the public. 

Missionaries. The United Methodist World Division authorized 85 missionary po
sitions in mid-October, the biggest number in a long time. Church development, 
high school and college teaching and health care lead the list of opportunities. 
Africa has 54 openings, Asia has 27 and Latin America/Caribbean four. "If 
85 persons were added to the present 661 payroll missionaries, the total figure 



of 746 would carry us very near our goal of 750 by the end of 1978, 11 says the 
Rev. Charles Germany, World Division executive. The Division in April reaf
firmed a goal of l ,000 Persons in Mission by 1980 and an intermediate goal of 
750 by the end of 1978. 

Disasters. The United Methodist Committee on Relief used to respond to disas
ters on the average of once every 11 days, but "it's more like every seven days 
now, 11 says the Rev. David Flude, fund-raiser and interpreter for the Board of 
Global Ministries. Many of the disasters are in the U.S., such as the Kansas 
City floods which claimed 25 lives and did $50 million in property damage. 
UMCOR contributed $25,000 for flood relief. 

Ethnic Minority Women . Some 65 black women attending a consultation in Atlanta 
Oct. 8-10 requested more leadership development and representation on nomina
tions committees of annual conferences and jurisdictions of the United Methodist 
Church. The consultation was called by the United Methodist Women's Division 
to discover what has happened to black leadership since abolition of the church's 
all-black Central Jurisdiction .... Participants in the third national seminar 
for Asian women sponsored recently by the Women's Division urged ratification 
of the Equal Rights Amendment, expressed concern for the large number of abused 
women among the 250,000 Asian wives of U.S. servicemen in the U.S., and called 
for a retrial of two Filipina nurses convicted of poisoning patients at a vet
erans hospital in Michigan. The 50 at the seminar formed a National Asian and 
Pacific Island Women's Caucus of the United Methodist Church. 

The Holy Spirit. The role of the Holy Spirit in individuals and corrrnunities 
surrounded by secularizing influences which deny the reality of God is focus of 
the third five-year series of conversations between the World Methodist Council 
and the Roman Catholic Church. 11 If we can reach agreement on this one major 
doctrine, we have the opportunity to make both a creative and a far-reaching 
contribution to the total course of ecumenical relationships," said United Meth
odist Bishop William R. Cannon of Atlanta, as the talks convened in Bad Soden, 
West Germany in early October. Future topics include baptism, eucharist, min
istry, authority, models of unity, confessional heritages and moral problems. 

Ethiopia. According to World Dateline, a Lutheran newsletter, conditions for 
churches in Ethiopia have improved in recent weeks as the military regime's at
titude is less antagonistic. There are also signs that the ecumenical climate 
has brightened as the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, now disestablished and de
prived of its special privileges, has joined with Roman Catholics, Lutherans and 
others in forming a national council of churches. The United Presbyterian 
Church has been in mission in Ethiopia since 1920. In 1974 its church joined 
the much larger Lutheran Church, known as the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, 
one of the churches in the new council. 
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. UJ EDITORIALSbJ 
MAKING PEACE IS ENDLESS 

The awards of the Nobel Peace Prize for 
1977 and 1976 (not given until this year) 
are useful reminders of the nature of 
peacemaking in this imperfect world . 

The recipient of the award for 1977 was 
Amnesty International , that voluntary or
ganization devoted to the plight of politi
cal prisoners and torture victims around 
the world. The prize for 1976 was be
latedly given to Mairead Corrigan and 
Betty Williams, the two women who 
began the latest peace movement in 
Northern Ireland . 

Both of these awards seem highly 
commendable to us. They also illustrate 
the complementary nature of different 
ways of working for peace in the world . 

Amnesty International is a voluntary 
organization which has a low budget and 
works largely in investigating and calling 
attention to arrests, detentions and torture. 
It has earned its reputation as invaluable 
chiefly on the basis of its objectivity and 
impartiality. Its investigations have never 
been seriously discredited. Amnesty has 
called attention to conditions in countries 
of all ideological persuasions from the 
Soviet Union to Chile, from Israel to the 
British in Northern Ireland. Countries may 
denounce its findings (" Why pick on us" 
is the usual response) but they concede a 
grudging respect to the organization . In a 
few years, Amnesty International has 
come to fill a unique place in the whole 
field of human rights . The organization 
says that its goal is to work itself out of 
existence. In our bloody and repressive 
times, that goal seems distant. But by its 
continuing work in showing us the prob
lem, Amnesty is working efficiently to
wards its goal. 

The prize for the two women from 
Northern Ireland is not so neat, but more 
human. Who does not know the story by 
now of how the three children of Mairead 
Corrigan's sister were killed during a clash 
between the British and the Irish Republi
can Army, how Betty Williams began 
ringing doorbells asking people to protest 
against violence, and how the two women 
and their supporters succeeded in tapping 
the deep revulsion that most people in 
Northern Ireland feel at the years of killing 
and destruction there? Women parti cu
larly marched and met to bring down old 
barriers of hatred and distrust. In the 

process, Betty and Mairead became sym
bol s to the world of the courage of 
ordinary citizens in struggling against 
situations which seem hopeless. So much 
so that when the Nobel Peace Prize was 
not given last year (their work had begun 
too late to make that possible), citizens of 
Norway collected their own money for an 
award and gave it to the two of them . 

Now, none of this has brought peace to 
Northern Ireland or even assured that it 
will come in the future. The same, seem
ingly intractable, political , economic and 
community divisions still exist. Even the 
Peace People, the organization that grew 
out of the women 's efforts, is plagued with 
dissensions and strains. There are those in 
Ireland and elsewhere who scoff at such 
international recognition as sentimentality 
growing out of media attention . 

We think this attitude is to misunder
stand the award and the perpetual struggle 
involved in working for peace. There are 
many honorable Nobel Peace Prizes 
awarded for efforts where the situation is 
not resolved . That to the late Chief Albert 
Luthuli of South Africa is a case in point. 
Nearer to home, so is the award that went 
to the late Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Albert Nobel and his heirs on the 
Committee are wiser. They know that 
peace, in its larger sense, is not simply 
won but is the result of many strivings and 
constant effort. These awards reflect that 
wi sdom. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE 
We cannot comment on the Nobel 

awards without mentioning the name of 
one who epitomizes the perpetual 
struggle-and cost--of working for peace. 
The worldwide reaction to the death of 
Steven Biko in one of their prisons has 
doubtless astonished South African au
thorities. While attention has generall y 
been drawn to his role as a Black 
spokesman whose death in prison was 
surrounded by highly suspicious circum
stances, the Church should remember that 
Biko was an ardent Christian and lay 
theologian who desired only that the 
Church be faithful to the Gospel in his 
native land. The " prize" for Steven Biko is 
the crown of life reserved for those who in 
all times and circumstances have desired 
no less. 

SYSTEM ANTICS 
Some of the best news we've heard 

recently was a statement by a d istin
guished United Presbyterian churchman 
that he thought his church was final ly 
moving away from PBE, the Plann ing
Budgeting-Evaluating approach that saps 
so much of the church's energies. John 
Fry, the insightful Presbyterian iconoclast, 
has labelled PBE the glorious fruit of the 
trivialization process that results in any 
church when it is taken over by the 
" management by objectives" folks w ith 
their systems and matrix models. These 
are the people who have a penchant for 
looking at the church as if it were a 
business or governmental operation. They 
talk endlessly about " systems" and they 
thrive on charts, forms, bureaucratic jar
gon and paperwork. 

Now there are those who want to let the 
local church in on the systems antics of 
the bureaucracies. Fortress Press has just 
published a book called Pastor and 
Parish-A Systems Approach by a professor 
in the department of Psychiatry and 
Human Behavior at the University of 
California. In it one can read such gems 
as : " I see the pastor as essentially a 
shepherd of systems. The pastor functions 
to nurture and guide the subsystems of the 
church. The pastoral role is determined by 
the pastor's systemic identity. For pastors, 
doing and being go together. And pastoral 
care is care of the church as a living 
system." There is much talk about " dys
functional reactions" and " counter
transference distortions" and various 
states of systems development. 

Fortunately, most local churches will 
offer stronger resistance to these ideas 
than have the larger church organizations. 
They know that a community of faith does 
not lend itself to the " objective setting" 
and profit-and-loss management favored 
by corporations. They sense there is a real 
loss when we begin to th ink of persons as 
part of a system rather th an un ique 
individuals each beloved by God. Perhaps 
the greatest challenge faced by the Church 
in any generation is that of sifting w hich 
ideas in the secular world are useful for 
promoting the Kingdom of God and 
building the community of fa ith and 
whi ch are opposed to those purposes. The 
current mania for " systems" fa lls into the 
latter category. 



''TltERE is NOTltiNG 
ANyWltERE TO MATClt 

TltE SWEEP ANd 

UNREliEVEd MiSERY 

of AsiA's suffERiNG·" 

hanks should be given to the 
individual or the group that 
framed th is theme-Jesus 
Christ in Asian Suffering and 
Hope. The more I reflected 
on it the more I came to 

appreciate the openness and faith it 
expresses. It says: we will look at Asia 
afresh and unafraid; at its suffering, 
especially; we want to find the early 
flowers of hope that have sprung up; 
we calmly presume we will find the 
Lord in both the suffering and the hope. 
I feel at home in this approach for it is 
similar to the "Signs of the Times" 
theology that has been used by the 
Catholic Church since Vatican II. In this 
methodology we do not proceed in an 
a priori way. Rather we study closely 
what is going on in the world-what 
are men about, where are they heading, 
what are they struggling and dying for? 
We presume the Lord is at work among 
them, be they Christian or non
Christian. We hope to find the direction 
of His work with the help of Scriptures 
so as to follow the lead of His befriend
ing Spirit. 

Let us look at Asia's suffering and 
hope, realizing while we do so that in 
the Crucified Lord suffering and hope 
are two sides of the same coin. 

Asian Suffering 

What is peculiar to Asia's suffering? 
We must find what is peculiar, for as D. 
T. Niles said, "Different parts of the 
world are at different moments of 
history. And to address the Gospel to 
the hour means nothing less than to live 
with Jesus in each country under the 
condition of life of that country." What 
makes Asian suffering different from 
that of the rest of the world? Most 
obviously it is the extent, the sheer 
magnitude of the suffering. More Asians 
are hungry, homeless, unemployed and 
illiterate than all the rest of the world 
put together. More men and women are 
despised, humiliated, cheated; more 
suffer the tyranny of governments and 
oppressive elites, and the fear and 
shame that tyranny brings, than in all 
the rest of the world combined . And 
things are getting worse. There may be 
areas of poverty around the world as 
bad as Asia-the Sahel for example-
but there is nothing anywhere to match 
the sweep and unrelieved misery of 
Asia's suffering. 

Secondly, the suffering of Asia is 
ancient. For thousands of years back to 
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the centuries before Christ, Asia has 
suffered from invasions, floods, 
droughts and the injustice of man to 
man. People elsewhere suffered them, 
too. But we know little about them save 
for those people in the small Mediter
ranean basin. Asia's suffering is well 
documented and it flows down the 
centuries without change or respite. 

Thirdly, Asian suffering is unique in 
that it has inspired the region's great 
religions. Other religions have arisen in 
answer to the questions, "Who are the 
gods that protect this empire?" "How 
can we gain control of these rivers, 
these storms?", "How did we get out of 
Egypt?" Asian religions, it seems to me, 
center on pain and suffering, asking, 
"How do we escape this worldly 
bondage?" "How do we explain the 
inequalities among men?" In that sense 
Asia is the ancient student-disciple of 
suffering. : 

Finally, :Asian suffering is for the most 
part non~Christian. Aside from Asia 
most of the world is Christian or heavily 
influenced by Christianity. We are 
faced then with the problem: how is 
Christ present in the suffering of men 
who do not know Him? 

Such is Asian suffering. It is vast, 
ancient, spiritualized and non
Christian.; In a way Asia and suffering 
are one. It doesn't seem a place to find 
Christ. TO talk of Christ's lordship in 
Asia where 95 percent of the people 
are non-Christian, to say that Christ is 
Lord of all this even though the people 
don't know him, is a provocative 
statement. So, too, to say He is in Asia's 
suffering. 

Let me tell a story first, to sum up 
what I have said in a concrete way and 
to lead into Christ's presence in the 
suffering. The story is from a friend of 
mine. 

He was coming back from a meeting 
in Europe and stopped over in Bombay. 
There some friends took him to visit the 
slums. Though he had worked in 
Manila's slums for years, he told me he 
became physically sick when he saw 
the immense sea of misery. As they 
were leaving toward nightfall they 
passed one hut the size and shape of a 
raised coffin, covered with burlap. A 
man stood by the low doorway, and in 
the doorway or entry hole, a woman 
sat. Maybe it was the fading light, but 
when my friend looked closely at the 
woman, he saw his wife's face. He was 
stunned . It only lasted a second or two. 
They walked on. As they did, my friend 
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began to think what suffering it must be 
to be the husband standing there by the 
coffin house. How would you feel to 
see your own wife in such a sad 
condition; to be able to do nothing 
better for her and the children, not 
because you weren ' t tryi ng, but be
cause the rich and powerful cheated 
you; to have no hope, for life has 
always been suffering; and to have a 
religious explanation that only tell s you 
it is your own fault you are in thi s sad 
condition and that you must bear it 
patiently till the wheel turns aga in and 
perhaps will give you a better life? 

M y friend told me also that he sensed 
that that slum, those people, were the 
concern of God; he intuited that any 
one who would reall y meet the Lord 
and come to grips with him must meet 
him there; all other places and people 
were secondary. I am sure you must 
have felt the same in the face of the 
extreme suffering of our poor, espe
ciall y our non-Christian brothers and 
sisters. We feel in these situations 
God's urgent love of the poor. It is the 

JESUS 
CHRIST 

IN ASIAN 
SUFFERING 
AND HOPE 

same love that brought Jesus to cham
pion the poor and abandoned of Israel. 
We sense God is present in the poor. 

All grope for words to express the 
mystery: Asia 's suffering-immense, 
ancient, Ii ttl e understood , no n
Christian-i s the suffering of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Maybe God is 
more present in the suffering of non
Christians, since their suffering is unre-
1 ieved by the knowledge of the 
Crucified God. 

But let us not leave Asian suffering 
quick ly. I am not sayi ng that suffe ring is 
good or that it purifies or even that it 
serves a purpose-thi s is disturbing to 
say when we have a God who is love. 

For some mature, aware persons like 
[imprisoned Korean] poet Kim Chi Ha, 
suffering ennobles. For the masses of our 
people, however, suffer ing is degrad
ing. It is not part of a plan; it is the 
frustration of a plan . The suffering of 
our brothers and sisters in Asia is not 
accidental ; it is not inevitable; it is the 
result of sin ; the sins of th e ri ch and 
powerful who exploit and crush the 

This mural of the life of Christ was painted 
by a popular Hindu artist, N. K. Mishra, 
and is on the wall of the chapel of CARA VS 
(Christian Association for Radio and 
A dio-Visual Service), Jabalpur, India. 

''MAyhE God is MORE 
PRESENT iN TltE 
suffERiNG of 
NON-CltRisTiANS, 
siNCE TltEiR suffERiNG 
is UNREliEvEd by 
TltE kNowlEdGE of 
TltE CRucifiEd God." 



poor as did the Nazi police in Ausch
witz. It is social sin . Like the cries of the 
widow and the orphan-the poorest 
and most vulnerable in ancient 
Israel-the suffering of Asia's poor cries 
out to God for vengeance, even when 
He intervenes to rescue it from futility 
by drawing it into His own suffering. 

Asia's suffering is caused by men . 
This is one of the points stressed by the 
Asian Catholic Bishops in their mes
sages. It can be prevented. And if Jesus 
Christ upholds the poor and abandoned 
and struggles with them for freedom, 
then Asia is a holy place. 

Signs of Hope 

While Asia's suffering is vast, an
cient, and central to its religions, its 
signs of hope are few, very recent and 
for the most part very secular. Asia's 
suffering and hope are equally non
Christian. 

Let us pass over for a while signs of 
hope in the Church. They are there for 
sure, but I feel we can too easily think 
that if things are going well with the 
Church, they must also be going all 
right with the people. Remember the 

Latin American politician who said of 
his country's economy, " things are very 
fine with the economy but very bad for 
the people. " 

Also we must remember that except 
for the Philippines we Christians are 
only a tiny minority in the countries of 
Asia. We must take our cues from 
God's work among non-Christians. 

Let us not talk either of the Associa
tion of Southeast Asian Nations or the 
New International Economic Order or 
Jimmy Carter's human rights interest, or 
new trade agreements. I don ' t think 
they will do the poor of our countries 
much good . India's recent election is a 
sign of hope for it signals the peoples' 
continuing desire to be free. Whether 
the people will benefit much remains to 
be seen. 

What then are the signs of hope? If 
we are consistent we should look for 
signs of hope where the suffering is 
greatest, that is among the poor. For me 
the most important signs of hope are 
the people everywhere in Asia, "who 
hunger and thirst for justice." Those 
who think things out for themselves and 
decide to do what is right and good in 
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spite of the opposition of the powerful. 
Especially the poor of the slums who 
organize their own people's organiza
tions to struggle for a decent life. Or 
poor farmers or plantation workers or 
factory workers, or oppressed minority 
groups. These people are the basis of 
hope, they and the other groups who 
help them. Suffering and hope are two 
sides of the coin. 

I am always humbled when I see the 
courage and selflessness of the poor 
once they gain a taste of their dignity 
and begin to struggle to be free. There 
are these signs of hope in Tondo, 
Manila; in Janata Colony, Bombay; in 
Korean factories . I simply can ' t believe 
that such beauty can be created any
where without the help of the Spirit of 
Christ. Such people are relatively few 
now, but they are the cloud the size of a 
foot on the horizon. 

One of the peoples' leaders in 
Tondo, a Protestant, has been jailed or 
questioned 13 times. He is constantly 
threatened, harassed. Yet he keeps on . 
He has only a poor makeshift home and 
a small banca for fishing. I can't believe 
he is not sustained by the Lord . I visited 
him late last year and he had boils all 
over his head. I thought of Job. I think of 
[Tondo leader] Trinidad Herrera who 
was tortured, yet as soon as she was 
released went back to her people and 
was re-elected president. 

For some Christians and non
Christians the Peoples Republic of 
China and all it stands for is a sign of 
hope. You are familiar for example 
with the [Catholic] Pro Mundi Vita
World Lutheran Federation dialogue on 
China and Christianity. For many of our 
best young people China is a hope and 
they leave us to organize the poor or go 
off to the mountains, often to die there. 
Again I can ' t believe that their dedica
tion and faithfulness is unrelated to 
Christ's. 

I find hope of a sort in the fact that 
the dictators and authoritarian rulers of 
Asia seem to have run out of imagina
tive ideas, slogans and programs and 
are reduced to sterile propaganda and 
posturing and repression. 

The peoples' movements, the dedica
tion of the young, the bankruptcy of the 
rulers are signs of .hope. Further they 
are challenges to the Church . Or
ganized free people when they are 
Christians will demand a serving 
Church, that joins them in their struggle 
and gives its resources and understand
ing to help the people, not a Church 
that is turned in on itself and its old 
ways, an island of security apart from 
the peoples' struggle. 

,,TltAT sluM, TltosE pEopLE, 

WERE TltE CONCERN of Cod 

ANYONE wlto would REALly 
MEET TltE LoRd 

• • • 

ANd COME TO GRips wiTlt HiM 
MUST MEET HiM TltERE .... ,, 
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Church service in Hong Kong. " How do we 
combine the insights of liberation theology 
with the contemplative spirit of Asia?" 

Signs of Hope in the Church 

For al I the difficu I ties faced, I feel the 
churches are making great strides in 
serving the poor. We have our martyrs 
dead and in jail to prove that. We have 
in part come out of our gh~t~os and 
grappled with hi story and politics. We 
have, again in part, cleansed our tem
ples of false idols, be they of custom or 
culture. 

We are sensitive not only to the 
vested interests of the church-our 
school s, church taxes, our institutions. 
We are sensitive to human rights being 
violated everywhere. This was the con
cern of Cardinal Kim of Korea at the 
Roman Synod of 1971 , when he p.osed 
the question whether the Church is .for 
her self-preservation or for the laying 
down of her life that the world of men 
and women may have life. 

We don't have all the answers. For 
example how do we combi ne the 
insights of liberation theo~ogy wi th the 
contemplative spi rit of Asia or how do 
we relate gospel and politics or Church 
and State? 

We have progressed in ecumenism 
in Asia . Growing collaboration, too, 
between all Asian religions as wit
nessed by the meeting last Nove'.11?er 
of the Asian Conference on Religion 
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and Peace in Singapore. In every 
country people interested in develop
ment and liberation step beyond sec
tarian limits. Indeed it is common 
experience for Catholics, Protestants 
and non-Christians who work together 
for the poor to feel closer to each other 
than to the members of their own 
denomination who have not responded 
to the present liberating action of the 
Spirit. . 

I am told that a Chinese expression 
meaning " to talk foolishness" is " to 
talk like Christians." It's probably due 
to all the wrangling that went on 
before. That has stopped, or at least, is 
coming to a stop, I hope. 

We have promoted unity among us 
not by looking at each other ~ut by 
looking at the poor and at Christ, or 
rather at Christ in the poor. The poor 
and people in need offer us the pros
pect and the possibi lity to realize the 
unity that Christ prayed for. May the.y, 
as we recognize in them the Christ 
suffering and the hope that He brings, 
draw us closer to that unity. • 

This article is adapted from a lecture given 
by Roman Ca tholic Bishop Julio Xavier 
Laba yen, of th e Philippines, at the Assembly 
of the Christian Conference of Asia . 
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The Church 

The Vietnam War is no more. Of 
course. It ended two-and-one-half 

years ago. But seen through the eyes of 
one returning to Asia after three years, 
the most significant change is the 
absence of war. Border tensions re
main ; insurgencies continue; rival 
blocs jockey with each other's nerves. 
The future international political course 
may seem uncertain. But Asia has been 
freed from the all-consuming pass ions 
of the hot war in Indochina. 

For four decades Asia has been 
shaken by a continuing series of up
heavals. First came the destruction of 
World War II. On its heels followed a 
variety of political developments bring
ing independence to hundreds of mil 
lions as colonial empires crumbled . 
Jagged edges continued to disconcert. 
Six years ago Bangladesh was born out 
of bloodshed . Indonesia has been in
volved in the violent annexation of East 
Timor, cut loose only two years ago by 
Portugal. An Indochina free of western 
military presence became fact in 1975. 

Asian nations and peoples are thus 
able to focus more directly upon a 
different agenda. The elixir of indepen
dence had not solved deep economic 
and social problems within nations. 
Development became the watchword. 

In this context more than 400 dele
gates and friends gathered in June on 
the lovely island of Penang just off the 
coast of West Malaysia for the Sixth 
Assembly of the Christian Conference 
of Asia (CCA, known until 1973 as the 
East Asia Christian Conference, EACC). 

These representatives from 1 7 na
tions and more than 100 Protestant and 
Orthodox churches and councils repre
sented, according to CCA General 
Secretary Yap Kim Hao (elected during 
the assembly without opposition to a 
second four-year term), " one of the 
most important religious gatherings in 
Asia." He may have been understating. 
More than one participant doubted that 
many Asian meetings of any descrip
tion had brought together as diverse an 
assemblage with such a large number 

in Post War Asia 
Leon Howell 

"Asia has been freed from the all-consuming 
passions of the hot war in Indochina." 
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"Asian women are beginning 
to get together to identify 
the ways they have been 
excluded irom iull participation." 
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of people involved both in the lives 
of their churches and also with the 
struggles within their own soc1et1es. 
Not a few- including individuals from 
Indonesia, India, Korea and the 
Philippines-had recently experienced 
imprisonment for their beliefs. 

The theme for the nine-day gathering 
was " Jesus Christ in Asian Suffering and 
Hope." This theme, said Indonesia's 
Gen . T. B. Simatupang who had served 
as a CCA president during the past four 
years, challenged Christians, who 
number no more than three percent of 
Asia's population , to participate fully in 
current Asian history. He is convinced 
" that Jesus Christ is present and work
ing in judgment and grace in the midst 
of Asian suffering and hope, thereby 
offering to the Asian world that hope of 
which it is in need, but which it cannot 
generate on its own. " 

" We are the only regional body with 
potential membership from all ' three' 
worlds," commented the Rev. Harry 
Daniel, associate general secretary of 
CCA. He referred to the (first world) 
industrialized nations Australia, New 
Zealand and Japan; (second world) 
socialist nations like China, Viet Nam 
and Laos; and the larger body of (third 
world) underdeveloped nations. 

The second world, to be sure, was 
not present, in spite of attempts to have 
representatives from Christian bodies in 
those countries to add their voices. Nor 
could member churches in Burma send 
delegates. 

Even one of the presidents of the 
CCA, Ms. Jurgette Honculada, was 
prevented by the government of the 
Philippines from attending. The assem
bly had in fact originally been 
scheduled for the Philippines, the only 
Christian nation in Asia, but visa dif
ficulties caused it to move to Malaysia. 

Yet the assembly did cut across 
geographical boundaries, confessional 
barriers, ideological lines and theologi
ca l camps . In the words of Yap Kim 
Hao, " In a divided world and a frag
mented society the fact that we are 
together in this Assembly is truly a 
cause for celebration." 

This is not to be a report on the CCA 
Assembly. (An excellent 16-page report 
carried in the CCA News can be 
obtained by writing to the CCA, 480 
Lorong 2, Toa Payoh, Singapore 12 .) 
Rather several issues which came up at 
the assembly and recurred during my 
visit to five Southeast Asian countries 
wi II be addressed briefly as representa
tive of post-war Asian concerns . 
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Food and Hunger 

The first has to do with the problem 
of food and hunger. Mild weather has 
been largely responsible for three con
secutive good harvests across Asia. This 
has somewhat blunted the harsh reality 
of starvation and malnutriti on. Even so, 
with an average intake of 2,000 
ca lories per day in most Asian nations, 
millions of people do not now receive 
even minimum requirements for a 
healthy diet. 

Worse, severe food shortages dwarf
ing recent crises are predi cted to occur 
within the decade in the region unless 
dramatic (and unlikely) new efforts to 
increase food production take place. 
The scary prognosis comes from an 
authoritative 490-page book prepared 
by agricultural experts on behalf of the 
Asian Development Bank and released 
this summer. In a damning indictment 
of the shortfall of the much-vaunted 
"green revolution," the report says : 
" The region as a whole appears to be 
no nearer to solving the food problem 
than it was a decade ago." 

Yap Kim Hao points out that no 
better example of economic exploita
tion exists. " While our people suffer 
from hunger, they are often forced to 
cultivate cash crops and produce non
essential industrial products." 

Hunger concerns remain one of the 
three program priorities of the CCA 
(human rights and theological reflec
tion are the other two). It undertook a 
pilot program to help people in villages 
around Mangalore, South India, iden
tify why they are hungry. Landless 
laborers, tenant croppers, and women 
workers met with agricultural 
specialists, Christian laypeople, and 
university young people. In a few cases 
cooperatives were formed, loans se
cured, and new marketing arrange
ments worked out. 

But the enormity of the problem will 
require major governmental efforts 
where too little urgency exists. 

Human Rights 

A second issue, which has received 
so much attention in the United States 
this year, involves human rights . 
Thousands of Asians are suffering in jail 
at this moment because they took a 
stand against what they considered to 
be injustice. In the name of develop
ment or anticommunism, authoritarian 
governments deny rights to their 
people. It grows worse. As a CCA 
resolution put it, "while economic 
growth and military strength make great 

II 
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Hunger concerns and human rights are two of the three program priorities of the 
Christian Conference of Asia. (Above) Severe food shortages are predicted in the region in 
the coming decade. (Below) Four Protestant clergymen (including Kim Kwan Suk, front) 
are shown during their trial in South Korea. 
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Indonesia's General 
T. B. Simatupang 

challenged Christians 
to participate fully 

in current Asian history. 

strides, the people are neither de
veloped nor secure .... Those who as
sert their human dignity against the 
forces that deprive them are subjected 
to political deprivation, detention 
without trial and often to cruel and 
degrading torture. Labor movements 
are suppressed. Legal systems are ma
nipulated. Politica l parties are mock
eries of democratic process." 

In each Southeast Asian country I 
talked with recent political prisoners. 
Some have been broken by their expe
rience. But others receive a new insight 
into themselves and human suffering. 
The Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, general secre
tary of the Korean Counci I of Churches, 
moved the assembly deeply with his 
testimony. " My recent experience of 
imprisonment involved a great personal 
discovery for me. I found that my 
esoteric theological assumptions were 
shattered. My ideological foundations 
were shaken. My strategic thinking 
seemed fruitless . I became humbled 
and modest before God. In this 
humbleness and modesty before God 
once again I experience a renewed 
sense of joy and freedom. Humbly 
kneeling before God I did not need to 
fear or feel d iscouraged ." 

The authoritarian leaders of Asian 
nations reject the new emphasis on 
human rights issuing from the Carter 
administration. But with qualification it 
is welcomed by the kinds of people 
represented here. The qua I ification is 
major. What they want is to define the 
Asian human rights issues for them
selves. They want the United States to 
stop arming dictators who will turn 
those weapons against them. 

the leaders they wish. Too much gar
bage has been written about Asians 
desiring strong centralized rule. What I 
hear them saying is that they want to be 
free to be in community with other free 
human beings, to use a phrase from 
Penang. Thailand moved toward repre
sentative government in 1973 with 
almost no historical experience of any
thing but autocratic rule. Enormous 
destabi lization pressures helped create 
a return to dictatorship in a bloody 
coup in October, 1976. But from 
conversations I had there, the i ndica
tion is that the fire burns. 

In a region where freedom of expres
sion through group meetings or in the 
press is the rare exception, the elections 
in India which put aside Indira Gandhi 
caught the imagination. The Indian 
delegation to the CCA Assembly was 
deeply divided between those who 
tried to justify their support of Mrs. 
Gandhi (which often included telling 
the outside world that she had over
whelming support from the people) and 
those who had opposed her during the 
emergency. One careful observer, na
tive of the region, says flatly that no 
current dictator in Asia would survive a 
truly free election. 

In a statement on human rights 
drawn up in consultation in 1974, the 
CCA reckoned : "Today, claims of abso
lute authority by a political power 
become more dangerous than so-called 
subversive activities; for such political 
authority destroys not only physical 
and institutional order, but the funda
mental order of human community as a 
whole." 

Women and the "Enlightened 
Choosing Their Own Leaders Rejection" 

A third issue is re lated . It has to do A final issue (the list could be much 
with the right of the people to choose longer): Asian women are beginning to 
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get together to identify the ways they 
have been excluded from full participa
tion. They no longer seem to be 
accepting what one woman calls the 
"enlightened rejection," which goes, 
"In Asia where the next meal is a 
common struggle, we can't be bothered 
with these few frustrated women who 
put themselves above the needs of all. " 

When the women reported at Penang 
on a pre-assembly conference, one 
male leader paced outside and called it 
"yakking." "We are not afraid of 
women like you Americans," he said. 
Another document questioning sexist 
language was dismissed as " western." 
Yet Ms. Annamma Joseph, an Indian 
pastor's wife from Kerala who had been 
forced to stop teaching because pas
tor's wives were expected to stay home, 
struck a responsive chord with her 
words. "In my own part of the world , 
Christianity has played a significant 
role in awakening women to their 
selfhood-through the Gospel and 
higher education . .. But the Church 
stopped at a certain point. If women 
today are following up the lead for the 
realization of the selfhood of women, 
the church must own it as its own and 
the Gospel 's. Not for the sake of 
women, but for human community and 
because of the demands of the Chris
tian faith. " 

It would be misleading to suggest 
that an ecumenical body of a minority 
religion often accused of being too far 
ahead of its constituency could address 
these issues and others like them 
single-handedly. But the CCA does 
reflect the cutting edge in Asia to
day. • 

Leon Howell reported from Southeast Asia 
for a number of yea rs. He is now based in 
Washington , D .C. 



"The elixir of independence had not solved deep economic and social problems within 
nations." This scene is in India, whose recent elections captured world wide attention. 



Five Christian Women 

In the first six months of this year I was 
able to travel in a dozen nations to 

interview Christian leaders who are in 
trouble or tension with their govern
ments. I met revolutionary leaders, 
embattled b ishops, fugitive social 
workers, imprisoned pastors, terrorists, 
and conspirators of a dozen varieties, 
all of whom were convinced they 
worked for the sake of Christ and his 
people. I also met five remarkable 
women. 

Now that the journeys of my study 
are almost comp lete, it is to these five 
women that my thoughts most often 
return . Their personalities sum up for 
me, somehow, the varied elements at 
work in the church . 

They stand for qualities in short 
supply among the world's Christians : 
intelligent obedience, tough-minded 
love, unassuming courage, pride and 
strength , love and devotion. 

The name and person of Julia Es
quivel, of Guatemala, heads my list. 
She faces me in the picture that illus
trates this article from a chair in a 
crowded room behind the offices of her 
magazine, Oialogo. The room is her 
only home, and its odd mixture of 
magazines and manuscripts, dresses on 
a hook, and drawings on a wall , are her 
only possessions apart from a jeep and 
a driving, almost manic sort of love that 
she pours out upon the poor, mostly 
Indians, of her land. 

Julia Esquivel, l ike tens of thousands 
of her Latin American sisters, was 
ra ised in a culture that encourages 
young women to seek their fulfillment 
as Christians and as individuals iri the 
person and career of a man. She went 
to a sem inary in Costa Rica as an 
engaged woman, prepared to take only 
the courses that would enable her to 
funct ion honorably as the wife of a 
minister. Her fiance was her classmate. 

The year of her studies was a stormy 
one. In Nicaragua, in Guatemala, in 
Sa lvador, and almost everywhere else 
in Central America, a long qu iescent 
people were stirring, shocked from 
passivity by a deteriorating economic 
situation , new ideologies, and the al
lure of machine-age products and 
technologies promoted by the new and 

James A. Gittings 

enlarging media of communication. A 
counter-reaction was afoot. There were 
murders by police, CIA-promoted in
surrections aimed at unseating liberal 
governments, and imprisonings and 
tortures. The response on the part of the 
majority of Protestant Christians in the 
area took the form, in Julia's day as a 
student, of a heightened pietism that 
sickened her. Eventually, she recalls, " I 
saw that my husband-to-be as a minis
ter would be a part of the problem and 
not of the solution ." She broke the 
engagement. 

Julia Esquivel is a female and a Latin . 

Julia Esquivel. 

18 [488] New World Outlook • November 1977 

At the time-and still today, in most 
Latin nations-the juxtaposition of 
these biological and ethnological facts 
in a person means that she cannot be a 
pastor. Cannot be " ordained," that is, 
in the conventional sense of the word. 
But Julia had been caught by a vision 
that led her to believe the sufferings of 
the majority of her people could be 
alleviated if Christians were faithful to 
the Gospel. Why, she asked herself, 
should God have troubled me with 
such an understanding if the right to 
pursue its fulfillment is to be denied? 

She remained at the seminary. She 
studied . She prayed. Until, one night, 
God told her to accept her mission. To 
do it, and never mind the sexist " rules" 
of her church . 

Julia came .back to Guatemala in a 
time of police raids, "disappearing" 
student leaders, and punitive military 
expeditions against hungry, and there
fore restive, Indians. So the situation 
was, and so it has remained. The 
church, by and large, has been afraid to 
protest, but not Julia. Her carryall has 
become a familiar sight, grinding up 
mountain roads to remote Indian vil
lages, or parked in front of the rural 
police posts to which she goes to 
"scold" officials guilty of excessive 
cruelty. And Dialogo, her magazine, is 
almost a lone voice in a nation that 
lacks a free press, for that variety of 
Christian thought that sees and acts 
upon an identity of Christ with the 
poor. 

Julia Esquivel is no fool . She pays 
attention to the cultivation of those who 
can protect her. She is no anarchist. She 
sees the necessity for a strong, but just, 
central government. She realizes that 
one benefit that accrues to her sex, the 
reluctance of repressive officials in her 
country to arrest a woman who qual
ifies by family and personality .as a 
"lady," has been overcome before and 
may be again . 

But Julia Esquivel is not afraid . Or 
better, she is afraid, but she is not 
intimidated. " Where, where, will I find 
the Lord?," she asks. And then she gave 
her own answer: "I will find him 
among my countrymen ... this band of 
sheep that is shepherded by wolves." 



Lee Tae Yong. 

Lee Tae Yong came by a circuitous 
route to meet me, eluding the police 
shadow that accompanies her every 
sortie from home or office. I was 
prepared to meet a Christian leader and 
activist, a Magsaysay Prize winner and 
Korea's first woman lawyer; I was not 
prepared to confront a Korean patrician 
clad in forma l garments who began her 
remarks by outlining the cultural his
tory of her country. 

Lee Tae Yong, by the judgement of 
President Park Chong Hee's courts, is a 
felon . Her citizenship has been stripped 
from her. She is free only because her 
five-year sentence has been suspended 
at least in part because of pressure from 
the international Christian community. 
Though she cannot practi ce her profes
sion, she does not repent of a thing she 
has done to earn the Korean dictator's 
displeasure. 

Strength, and a sense of cultural 
stewardship, are what Lee Tae Yong 
projects. There is pride, of course. Pride 
first of all in her nation's successfu l 
struggle against cultural domination by, 
successively, China, the Mongol Em
pire, and Japan. Pride, too, in the 
leading role that her church took in the 
fight against Japanese political over
lordship that began in 1919. And pride, 
most of all in the Christian women and 
men who, with her, have thrown down 
a challenge by word and act for the past 
four years to President Park's revoca-

tion of Korea's constitutional and elec
tive processes. 

But strength and cultural stewardship 
are what her personality and speech 
suggest most strongly. Park's offense, to 
this woman of Korea, has been against 
the nation's culture. It was developing 
rapidly, she feels, in the direction of a 
commonwealth of freedom and shared 
resources that has natural roots in the 
sense of distinctive peop lehood that 
pervades the vi II ages and ci ties of the 
Land of the Morning Calm. Thi s natural 
cu ltural evoluti on toward a Korean
style democracy, Lee Tae Yong be
lieves, has been interrupted by the 
President, and it is her duty to oppose 
him . Why her duty? " Because I am a 
Christian, because I am a Korean, 
because I am a lawyer." 

The erect, sixtyish woman has 
theological reasons, too, for her stance 
among the opposition. President Park 
has favored Korea's manufacturers and 
merchants at the expense of the na
tion 's working people, in the familiar 
economic reasoning that holds that 
wages must be kept low, and labor 
unorganized, for the period in which 
industrial substructures are built by 
developing nations. With thi s gov
ernmental mindset has come an entire 
apparatus of repress ion that jails pro
testing students, and beats restive 
workers. Not for Lee Tae Yong are such 
measures : " Human beings are made in 

"They stand 
for qualities 
in short 
supply among 
the world's 
Christians." 



the image of God," she declares. " No 
land will prosper that mistreats one 
group of God 's creation for the benefit 
of another." 

The prisons of Korea are unheated in 
winter. Many of my lawyer friend's 
colleagues are in them. But Lee Tae 
Yong, still speaking out, does not fear 
that cold . "We have an obligation," 
she says, " and we will continue to 
fulfill it. " 

Karen, I will call my third woman. 
Her nation is a Latin-American land in 
which opposing underground armies of 
the Right and Left slaughtered each 
other's people for years until the gov
ernment, with its own secret armies of 
police and spies, interjected itself on 
the side of the Right. Now the revolu
tionary Left has been almost destroyed, 
and the government' s forces have 
stifled all dissent. 

Unfortunately not only revolu
tionaries are destroyed in such night
marish processes. In Karen 's country all 
but a very few Christians have felt 

Ricey Somerville. 

themselves forced to abandon the work 
of Christ in social and ecumenical areas 
lest they, too, be murdered as " Com
munists." 

That's where Karen comes into the 
story. In a major city of her nation she is 
the person who keeps in repair the web 
that ties together frightened but sti 11 
active Christians who care for and work 
among the poor. Her aging automobile 
darts to and fro across the city, stopping 
at or near the dwelling places of men 
and women whose every step and 
movement are logged by the secret 
police. To the homes of these brave 
people, Karen brings comfort, and 
news, and friendship and love. She also 
presides over the alarm system-the 
international network that can generate 
overnight pressure when a church 
leader disappears. 

The work is dangerous. Karen's 
closest friend has been swept away
whether into prison or the grave she 
does not know. Four members of the 
board of the ecumenical association 
with which she is associated have 
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similarly " disappeared". A young girl 
in her Sunday school class has been 
arrested . Her church has been bombed, 
and so have her offices. 

Still , Karen turns the key of her 
Volkswagen-unafraid of bombs
every nightfall , and begins her rounds. 
In my memory I watch her kiss the child 
of an imprisoned friend, carry long 
French loaves to a jobless refugee from 
terror, and discuss liberation theology 
with a fear-bound professor. 

Ricey Somerville was raised a child 
of well-to-do parents. Today she lives 
with her husband, Jim, in a house-on
sti Its (with dogs and roosters beneath) 
above the Coal River in Racine, West 
Virginia. 

Together, Ricey and Jim Somerville 
have made a long journey in service. 
Once-it seems long ago to them
they were pastor and pastor' s wife in a 
county-seat church of the deep south . 
They left it because they felt they could 
not get close enough, because of 
congregational expectations, to the 
poor-mostly Blacks-of the area. 
Then they became poverty workers in a 
Federal program. They left the program, 
too, because obi igations to structure 
kept them from intimate, sharing con
tact with the impoverished and helpless 
people who, by their understandin~, 
have first claim upon the Gospel. In the 
end, nothing would serve the couplejs 
sense of mission but to go and live Jt 
local wage levels in that frame cottage 
on the hill. 

Ricey is pastor to her husband, a 
pastor. Long ago, but for her, he might 
have drifted into the variety of Christian 
activism that forgets its roots. In pursuit 
of her responsibility to Jim, Ricey can 
be cruel, as when-in front of him
she asked a guest too much taken with 
her husband's oratory, "Did you ever 
meet a doctor who was too busy to 
consult his medical books?-Well, 
meet a preacher who hasn't opened his 
Bible lately. " More often, with this man 
whom she loves, Ricey's role is gentle. 
Thus, in a Spring in which Jim had been 
too busy with organizing a pressure 
campaign against a school board, and 
in which he twice had been arrested for 
picketing in support of the causes of 
garbage collectors' wages (in Charles
ton) and better hospital treatment for 
the poor (in Kentucky), she insisted he 
go away for a period of rest and 
introspection. Concerning his arrests, 
she told a friend at the time, " I wouldn ' t 
stay married to a man who was unwill
ing to go to jail for his Lord ." 

Ricey's roles appear to be traditional 
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ones for a minister's wife and in a sense 
they are. But Ricey runs with tradition 
all the way to glory. She is a person of 
powerful prayers-the morning, eve
ning and over-the-kitchen-sink kind of 
intercession that is too rare in the 
church . She is a mother to four young 
people who have themselves become 
Christians. And she is activist enough 
to have rigged a rope to haul up food 
supplies from street level to the third 
floor of a city office building where Jim 
was "sitting in." 

I remember Ricey in her anger. 
Somehow, letting slip, I had called a 
neighbor's house on the hil l a "shack". 
"It isn't a shack," Ricey snapped, "and 
neither is this one. No place is a shack 
where love is, and no place is a shack 
where Jesus is honored ." 

Christine Tan greets visitors in a 
small room facing the garden of a 
convent and school. From the second 
floor of a neighboring house, visible 
above the garden wa ll, her guests' 
arrivals and departures are ostenta
tiously recorded by camera-wie lding 
police. The Roman Catholic sister 
smiles at them, and remarks, " I don't 
think we rate d irectional microphones 
yet." 

Until a year ago Christine Tan was 
Christine Tan. 

president of the National Association of 
Catholic Religious in the Philippines. 
The organization, embracing more than 
six thousa nd women in Catholic teach
ing and cloistered orders, gave her a 
powerful platform from which to press 
for her special concern . That concern is 
freedom . 

" It was my good luck to be in the 
United States during the Nixon
Kennedy debates," Sister Christine re
members. " I can ' t tell you how pro
found an impression they made upon 
me. After watching the two men, I 
resolved to come back home and work 
to make the same kind of political 
processes possible here." 

In pursuit of her purpose, Christine's 
voice, as head of the association, was 
raised frequently with those of liberal 
Filipino prelates like Bishop Claver of 
Mindanao, and with those of Protestant 
clerics of the same orientation. 

Nothing untoward happened in Sis
ter Christine's life as a result of these 
activities until President Ferdinand 
Marcos clamped martial law rule upon 
the land and his wife, Imelda, assumed 
the governorship of Greater Manila . 
Thereafter, with the rule of police terror 
blossoming everywhere in the country 
and (to give Marcos his due) a 

smallscale revolt underway in the 
South to give the police an excuse for 
their excesses, the critical remarks of 
people like Sister Christine suddenly 
became dangerous. Unwilling to 
openly arrest important religious fig
ures, President Marcos exerted pressure 
upon them wherever and whenever he 
could . Thu s, minor clerical figures were 
arrested but major ones were merely 
slandered-and Christine among them. 

Meanwhile-and far more important 
than the mere making of statements
the comings and goings in the Phi lip
pines of Sister Christine's colleagues 
provided under her direction an impor
tant communication system for the 
President's religious opposition . News 
of pol ice torture of a farmer on one 
island, for example, would reach Ma
nila next day by the hand of a travel ling 
nun. Eventually, Christine and her 
coworkers felt compelled to take espe
cial responsibility for accumulating 
data on cases of torture, and for 
publicizing them in the Philippines and 
abroad. In this endeavor the nuns were 
highly successful. Too successful , from 
the standpoint of Marcos. 

Abruptly, last year, the regime's pres
sure on the church bore fruit. By order 
of Christine's superiors in the Vatican, 
the slender woman was removed from 
her post and assigned to do administra
tive work in connection with the sisters' 
pension fund. Somewhere, perhaps in 
Malacanan Palace, the Philippine 
White House, brutal interrogators 
found occasion to smile and relax. 

If so, they were mistaken in their 
basic <".ssumption. Sister Christine by 
the time of her removal from office had 

ecome larger than her post. In her 
own right, she had been recognized by 
Filipino libertarians as a leader of the 
opposition to martial law. Neither her 
contacts nor her message service de
serted her, and her opinions were still 
sought and heard in the islands. 

But Christine Tan also performs her 
new task of handling pensions with 
sweetness. Of the Vatican action in 
removing her from office she says : 

" It is the right of the church to 
bestow or to remove honors and of
fices . I accept my assignment. But it is 
not the right of the church to order a 
Christian away from the side of people 
who are suffering privation and torture. 
I have not been ordered to leave such 
people ... and I would not obey if I 
were. • 
James A. Gittings is the United Presbyterian 
Editor of A.O. His most recent book is 
Bread, Meat, and Raisins After the Dance. 
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Current Realities 
About U.S. 

Persons in Mission 
Ellen Clark 

Stereotypes persist about persons in 
mission in the United States and the 

programs they are engaged in. 
Church and community workers are 

sweet ladies doing the work of the Lord 
among rural church folk. Community 
developers and United Methodist Vol
untary Service (UMVS) personnel are 
angry rabble rousers with lukewarm 
love for the Lord . Pious deaconesses 
and home missionaries steer clear of 
politics and keep church institutions 
going. US-2 's, young VISTA-type work
ers in church ministries, have less of an 
image problem . 

The missionary reality, of course, is 
not so pat, as the second-ever National 
Division (Board of Global Ministries) 
Missionary Conference in late July in 
Wheeling, W . Va., proved . The 100-
plus persons in mission there, a cross 
section of the approximately 880 re
lated to the National Division, revealed 
current realities about Stateside mis
sion . 

• First of all, U.S. persons in mission 
defy occupational and theological 
labels. 

• Secondly, they include more 
minorities, males and married couples 
than before. 

• Thirdly, they fill a remarkable 
range of mission roles. 

• Lastly, an uncertain future makes 
their mission a faith-filled enterprise. 

Now for those stereotypes. Commu
nity developers have worked to unseat 
pol itical machines and reform penal 
systems-but so have church and 
community workers, deaconesses and 
home missionaries. UMVSers force 
public agencies to be responsive to the 
poor-as do many US-2's. 

Most persons in mission articulate 
their faith freshly and convincingly 
while demonstrating a sophisticated 
grasp of the labyrinthine ways of 
church and governmental agencies. 

Some of the most enthusiastic 
evangelizers at the missionary confer
ence turned out to be community 
developers. Thomas Tai organized a 
congregation of Taiwanese in Hay
ward, Ca., brought it into the United 
Methodist Church, became its pastor 
and now works aggressively to repeat 
the si tuation elsewhere. 

Most persons in mission work out of 
a church base. But some, in every 
category of service, work in a "secular" 
setting, with the church's blessing. 
Home missionary Stephen Pierce is the 
business manager for an alcoholic 
rehabi I itation project. 
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black community developer who re
cently be am a mis ion personnel 
e ecutive, a serts, however, that 
minoritie have been active in mission 
ince the days of the circuit riders and 

that their ervice ha been overlooked. 
Ethnic minority Chri tians convey as 

much dedication to mission as anyone 
el e. But they display ome wariness 
about joining missionaries who be
lated! are wooing them. At a recruiting 
ession of ort at the missionary con

ference, a young black man asked, 
" Why didn' t I hear about these mission 
program before? When somebody 
mentioned US-2 's to me, I thought they 
were new planes." 

Free Rein for Service 

Diver e though they may be, U.S. 
mi ionaries unite in the belief that 
Christian mission provides them with 
unparalleled freedom to use their tal
ents. 

At the mi ionary onferen e were home 
mi ionar Miria He ter, left ; ommunity 
developer Romeo del Ro ario, with guitar; 
and ommunity developer Lung hen and 
hi upervi ing pastor, the Rev. Thomas Tai, 
left in photo below. Oppo ite page, U -2 
Bruce Calvin and chur h and community 
worker Janet Wil on, left, and Cheryl 
Burge . 

" I wanted to do socia l work but I 
didn't want to be restricted in my 
Christian witness," says Janet Wilson. 
The " ideal" outlet for her proved to be 
church and community ministry, in 
which workers engage in leadership 
development, parish outreach and 
community service in annual confer
ences of the church. 

While most of her 72 co-workers 
labor in the rural Southeast, Ms. Wil
son, in Toledo, Ohio, and a growing 
number of other church and commu
nity workers are in urban areas, with 
specialized ministries, in the Midwest 
and elsewhere. 

"We try to meet people's needs, 
whatever they are, " she explained. 
" People ask me, 'What do you do?' I 
ask them, 'What do you want me to 
do?' " 

When Toledo schools closed last 
year after voters rejected a hike in the 
school levy, Ms. Wilson and a commu-

New World Outlook • November 1977 [493) 23 



nity group met a request to launch an 
educational program for kindergarten 
through sixth grade. The fo llowing 
summer she led a vacation Bible 
school. 

A Variety of Ministries 

Persons in mission at the conference 
to ld of mi ss ion work ranging from 
Chri sti an ed ucation to hosting a black 
radio talk show (the latter by a commu
nity developer in Massachusetts). " It' s 
an opportunity to show God's love," 
they say of their work. 

Louise Sharp, veteran chu rch and 
community worker, directs a rura l 
ministry in an isolated area of Tennes
see w here the mechanization of ag
ricu lture reduced unskilled tenant 
farmers to almost intractable poverty. 
The mi nistry's day care, med ica l, trans
port and other programs do not so lve 
unemployment and land lessness but 
comprise a necessary Chri stian w itness. 

" If people have no hope or vis ion, 
they perish," says Ms. Sharp. 

Two church and communi ty work
ers, Ann Janzen and Betty Swarthout, 
have become di saster response consul
tants, a new ministry. Ann Janzen 
remembers " sleeping on wooden 
fl oors, eating Spam, not being able to 
take a bath or get a cold drink" in the 
ea rl y days of rescue efforts after spring 
floods along the Kentucky-Tennessee 
border. She, representatives of other 
denominations and commun ity volun
teers began supplying emergency aid 
and counseling and went on to prod 
governmenta l agencies to ease the 
housing cris is and lower interest rates 
on small business loans. 

" The church submerged its identity 
in the community effort, becoming a 
true servant in the tragedy, " Mrs. 
Janzen recalls proudly. 

Most of the 40 commun ity develop
ers strengthen ethnic minority local 
chu rches. Romeo del Rosario, good
humored Filipino commun ity de
veloper who came to the missionary 
conference, encou rages Fi lipino youth 
and adu lt parti ci pation in church life in 
the Pacific and Southwest Conference 
of the Un ited Methodist Church . He 
has been work ing wi th the Filipino 
Caucus of the conference to develop 
indigenous church music and cur
riculum. A candidate fo r the ministry, 
he had been engaged in this work prior 
to his selection as a community 
developer- a prerequ isite. 

Edith George, full-blooded Nez 
Perce Indian community developer, 
" grew up in the Methodist Church," 

she says, and she wants other people to 
experience the peace of God she has 
known. She travels over the Pac ific 
Northwest Conference, working for Na
tive American identity and bolstering 
small mi ss ion churches like Nespelem, 
Nooksack, White Swan and Lapwai. 

" I see more Indians related to our 
churches now and better Indian-non 
Indian relations," she reports happily. 

Other church and community work
ers chip away at the discrimination and 
poverty that hobble ethnic minori ty 
churches and communities. Working 
out of the M allal ieu Communi ty Center 
in Ft. Smi th, Ark., black communi ty 

UMVS worker Marta Benavides 

developer Euba Winton helps hungry 
communities plant gardens, assists the 
unemployed to find jobs and pressures 
the government to rehabilitate-not 
condemn-homes of the poor and 
elderly. Spunky and energetic Mrs. 
Winton also ass ists the sizeable local 
Vietnamese community. 

Spur to Church Vocations 

For the 20 to 30 US-2 's each year, 
mostly recent college graduates, mis
sion provides the opportunity to test 
skill s and commitment to Christian 
vocations while working in schools, 
cl inics, campu s min istries and other 
placements. 

Raymond Chri stian, sole black US-2 
in last year's " class", was a youth 
outreach worker at Dumas-Wesley 
Community Center in Mobile, Ala., for 
one year. He credits the program with 
his decision to study toward becom ing 
an ordained min ister. 

To Lauri Odom, working as a " 2" 
wi th emotionall y disturbed children at 
Cunn ingham Children's Home in Ur
bana, 111. , has suggested a career com
bi ning social work and law. Bruce 
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Ca lvin, a " 2" engaged in urban miss ion 
in Fl int, Mich., wants to continue his 
mini stry also. 

(Short term mi ss ion service .fre
quently leads to fuller dedication . 
Twenty-fi ve community developers 
have opted for the ministry or oth er 
church ca reers. Church and commu
nity workers have become deaconess
es. Home mi ss ionary Stephen Pierce 
was once a " 2".) 

Deaconesses and home miss ionaries 
present at the conference-a sample of 
the 400 in the U.S.-indicated the 
breadth of their roles as persons who 
have made a lifetime commitment and 
been commissioned for ministry to 
persons. Doris Armes is a librarian at 
Sager-Brown in Baldwin, La., a mission 
school. Another deaconess, Kathryn 
Moody, a June graduate of United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, is 
associate director of the United 
Methodi st Metro Mini stry in 
Springfield, Ohio. 

Home miss ionary Miria Hester di
rects the Tampa (Fla.) United Methodist 
Centers, a complex of activities includ
ing a school , day care, center for the 
mentally retarded, drug outpatient 
center, cultural exploration center and 
feeding programs. 

One deaconess at the conference 
was jobless and a home missionary, 
John Rogers, had found employment at 
Goodwill Industries in Cincinnati after 
looking in vain for a position in 
another National Division institution . 

No National Division personnel have 
job guarantees. Missionaries may learn 
of job openings through the Board of 
Global Ministries, but hiring is often 
done locally . No church-related 
agency, here or abroad, receives a 
person it has not indicated it wants. 

"A Certain Insecurity" 

" There's a certain insecurity today in 
becoming a missionary," acknowl
edges a mission board official. The 
uncertainty stems from at least five 
factors. 

• A handful of deaconesses and 
home missionaries are either unem
ployed or have reluctantly accepted 
non-church-related jobs-a new 
phenomenon. This can be poignant for 
persons who have made a lifetime 
commitment to the church and, as a 
deaconess said, " I wanted the church 
to have a commitment to me." 

" Older persons are losing jobs to 
younger indigenous persons, " said a 
white older deaconess (most deacon
esses are white), " and thi s is a good 
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development but it is unsettling just the 
same." 

(A number of deaconesses and home 
missionaries hold secular jobs under 
special appointment, by choice, mostly 
in social work.) 

• Insecurity on the part of minority 
persons in mission comes because they 
fear the church is turning its back on 
social action programs. 

" There's a feeling in the church that 
we've done our thing for minorities," 
maintains Dr. Negail Riley, Assistant 
General Secretary for Mission Leader
ship in the National Division . 

Waning support for "empowerment" 
ministries is apparent in the steady 
decline of giving to the voluntary 
Human Relations Day offering, which 
finances the Community Developers 
Program and United Methodist Volun
tary Service. The number of grassroots 
community organizations assisted by 
UMVS has been reduced 50 percent 
from its 1972 peak of more than 600 
and the number of community de
veloper programs has dropped as well. 

• Most church benevolences have 
enjoyed continuous growth, but they 
have not kept pace with inflation . A 
budget crunch is hurting ministries 
across the country and this affects 
personnel. The National Division has 
been forced to cut its support for a 
variety of mission programs, just as the 
World Division has. But unlike U.S. 
missionaries abroad, National Division 
personnel receive at least part of their 
salaries-usually the greater part-from 
agencies and areas to which they 
relate.* 

The axe can fall in one of two ways. 
A deaconess teacher is paid directly by 
th'e community center which employs 
her. If the center receives less money it 
may have to cut staff. If it relies more 
and more upon governmental and 
United Way funding, its church iden
tification weakens. 

• At one time missionaries em
braced poverty in uncomplaining ser
vanthood, but times have changed and 
some of the young in particular ques
tion the value of subsistence living. 
Salaries of most National Division per
sonnel are low, lower than those of 
World Division personnel , and the 
financial pinch makes it difficult to 
raise them. 

• The 1976 General Conference's 
creation of diaconal ministry boards in 
annual conferences poses large ques
tions for the future of persons in 
mission, questions that probably won't 
be answered until the 1980 General 

Conference or later. Who wil l be 
certified as diaconal mini sters? Will the 
Board of Global Ministri es or some 
national agency continue to provide 
direction, resourcing and recruiting for 
mission? Will an expanded concept of 
diaconal ministry submerge the hi storic 
deaconess and home m1 ss1onary 
movements? Or will it rather enhance 
the servant ministry, putting it on a par 
with the " priestly" mini stry? 

Deaconess Kathryn Moody 

Some Hopeful Signs 

While recognizing the uncertainti es, 
mission watchers note developments 
and interpretations of the times that 
augur a hopeful future . 

• Longstanding personnel programs 
are getting a new look and new blood . 
Church and community workers talk 
about blue collar workers, changi ng 
families and other " frontiers of ser
vice." A vibrant young Hispanic 
woman at the conference said she saw 
great opportunities in the deaconess 
role . 

• Newer programs are developing 
maturity. A community developer who 
was once at swords' points with Chris
tians in his region over his political 
activities now gets frequent invitations 
to preach and explain his ministry
and relishes them. 

• All the programs have 
champions-UMVS because of the po
tential for volunteer movements in the 
coming leaner, leisure society; US-2 's 
because of the need for youth to give 
service and test vocations; community 
developers because the church needs 
to restore its traditional leadership role 
in ethnic minority communities. 

• Many persons in mission welcome 
the fellowship the diaconal ministry 
relationship in annual conferences af-

fords. The relationship wi ll strengthen 
their ro le and make their identification 
as the church's serving arm more 
evident, they feel. 

• At the same time missionaries 
believe a national mission agency and 
worker pool with ties to the global 
community is essential. When they 
arrived at the missionary conference, 
many of them expressed frustration and 
fatigue, but coming together they expe
rien ced the exhilarating and renewal of 
mutual support and challenge. At the 
close of the conference, participants 
ce lebrated with worship and the si ng
ing of "Go, Witness Forever." 

• And finally, the spirit of sacrifice is 
still manifest among missionaries and 
their faith in their calling is undaunted 
by money woes. 

Marta Benavides, the only UMVSer 
at the missionary conference, typifies 
this spirit. She works with Proyecto Ser, 
a community organization which 
mobilizes Latin peoples in the southern 
New Jersey-Philadelphia area to be 
aware of and deal with issues of 
welfare, hea lth, education, employ
ment and so on . 

The project receives minimal help 
from UMVS-health insurance and 
training for some of the project's 10 
volunteers-but Ms. Benavides says 
this is valuable and she is grateful. 

" Community groups often have to be 
very professional and knowledgeable 
about filling out forms and the like to 
get help," she explains. " United 
Methodist Voluntary Service reaches 
the reall y grassroots groups." 

She speaks with genuine feeling 
about the various Latin poor people in 
her area, such as the Puerto Rican 
migrant farmworkers. " The farmers call 
them 'their little cows'," she says 
disgustedly. "The farmworkers have a 
very hard life." 

Ms. Benavides, who is originally 
from El Salvador, says of Proyecto Ser, 
"We're a family committed to libera
tion . We ourselves are our greatest 
resource, not money. We will only 
close when the needs no longer exist. I 
always remember Christ's words, 'The 
poor shall inherit the earth .' This is my 
hope." • 

* The National Division provides the greater 
part of the salar ies of church and commun ity 
workers, partial support to commun ity develop
ers, plus training, some· benefits and resources to 
most persons in mission. For a fuller description 
of the differing support, qualifi cations, require
ments and types of service, secure the leaflet, 
Persons in Miss ion Programs, from the Service 
Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati , Ohio 
45237. 
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7 J.<IME:S H. DA\llS AND LINDA MCCARGE:R 

-CHANGING POPULATION PATTE:RN~ IN THE: U.~. 

Since the end of World War II 
America has been in an unprecedented 
period of economic growth and 
prosperity-with the notable exception 
of several periods of recess ion and 
some minority groups which have been 
" locked out" of participating in the 
general trends. To a considerable ex
tent this prosperity has been built on 
the foundation of a combination of (1) 
population growth (2) suburbanization 
and migration and (3) expansion of the 
consumer I ifestyle. 

There is some evidence that each of 
these trends is coming to an end-or, at 
least, slowing down-with important 
implication s for the American 
economy, the American psyche, and 
the Church. 

What about Us? 

The birthrate of the United States has 
been slowing down from a high of 3.7 
in 1957 to 1.8 in 1975.1 A rate of 2.1 
would be zero population growth, (the 
number of surviving 
births almost exactly 
balancing the number 
of deaths, resulting in 
no net growth). How
ever necessary this may 
be from the point of 
view of available food 
and energy, it has some 
interesting social impli
cations as wel l. First of 
all , the average age of 
the population is getting 
older as there are fewer 
youngsters added. In 
1970 the median age in 
America was 27.6 be
cause of the high birth
rate in the 1950's and 
1960's. In 1971 the 
trend reversed; the me
dian age began to rise. It appears that 
by 1980 the median age w ill be over 
30. Demographers project that, if we 
continue to have so few children and 

the death rate continues to decl ine, the 
median age will be almost 35 by the 
year 2,000 and 37 by the year 2050. 

These averages hide the real implica
tions: the shifts in the number of 
persons in parti cular age groups. Be
tween 1970 and 1976 the number of 
children under 5 years decreased by 11 
percent and the number aged 6-11 
years decreased by 14 percent. Mean
while, the post-World War II baby 
boom has grown up. The number of 
young adults has increased dramati
call y. Since 1970, persons 18-24 years 
of age have increased by 19 percent 
and persons 25-34 years by 31 percent. 
Other age groups increasing sign ifi
cantly are persons 65 and older, which 
grew by 1 6 percent and persons 50-64 
years, which grew by 8 percent. 

These changes in the age distribution 
of the nation are already producing 
some noticeable effects on the society 

America has been a youth-oriented action
filled society as advertisers tried to win 
customers from among the "Pepsi genera
tion." Population trends may change this. 
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and the church. At least a part of the 
decrease in church school enrollment 
in the United Methodist Church can be 
attributed to the decline in the number 
of potential pupil s. Not all of the 
decrease can be explained in that way, 
however, since the church school en
rollment decreased by 21 percent
considerably more than the decrease in 
the number of children . 

A new stage in the life cycle has 
emerged : " Young adulthood ." Many 
years ago, youngsters often went to 
work in the mines or factories at age 10 
or 12. Gradually, the period of educa
tion (and economic dependence) has 
lengthened for most of the society. 
Young people not only stay in school 
longer, but they have been staying 
single longer, delaying marriage and 
chi Id rearing. Between 1960 and 1970 
the average age for first marriage in
creased by about a year, from 22 .8 to 
23 .8 for men and from 20.3 to 21 .3 for 
women. 

Further evidence of 
this trend is in the per
centage of single per
sons. In 1960, 53 per
cent of the men and 28 
percent of the women 
ages 20-24 were single. 
By 1976 this percentage 
had risen to 62 percent 
for men and 43 percent 
for women . In addition , 
the percentage of single 
persons 25-29 years has 
increased, to 25 percent 
for men and 15 percent 
for women. 

America has been a 
youth-oriented, action
fi I led society as adver
tisers tried to win cus
tomers from among the 

' The statisti cs in thi s article come largely from 
U.S. Bureau of the Census and various articles in 
U.S. News & World Report. 
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" Pepsi Generation ." As this generation 
comes of age and settles down, the 
emphasis may shift to the small , private 
world of the young couple engrossed in 
the demanding tasks of rearing small 
children. 

The church as the preserver and 
teacher of values can play an important 
role in the lives of people. Especially as 
young people settle down and look for 
role-models to guide them, it will be 
natural for them to look to the one 
institution in society dedicated to 
teaching people how to live. 

The shift in age structure is but a part 
of the changing pattern of family life. 

With the increase in the number of 
single persons has come an increase in 
the variety of living arrangements . Al
most one in four households are per
sons who live alone. Since 1970 there 
has been a 40 percent increase in 
household formation among young 
adults living with non-relatives. The 
number of " shared households" (i .e. 
unmarried couples living together) has 
more than doubled, from 327,000 in 
1970 to 660,000 in 1976. While these 
represent only about 4 percent of the 
primary individuals (persons not living 
with relatives) , the increase is signifi
cant. 

Not only are Americans delaying 
marriages but a larger proportion of 
marriages are ending in divorces be
cause of more liberal divorce laws and 
changing attitudes toward divorced 
people. The divorce rate has more than 
doubled in the last decade and today 
about one marriage in three ends in 
divorce. 

The inqeased number of divorces 
has led to an increase in the number of 
single-parent families . The number of 
families headed by women who have 
no husband present increased 33 per
cent between 1970 and 1976. One fifth 
of the children under age 18 lived with 
only one parent in 1976. 

At the same time, the Church main
tains its traditional family orientation 
for thousands of young couples, 
thousands of others (who don' t fit that 
pattern) will be asking: What about us? 
The church must be equally sensitive to 
the many single persons (both young 
and old) and single-parent families . 
Some of the needs of these persons can 
best be met in " situational groupings" 
(self-help groups for persons going 
through the same experience.) But 
sometimes they need to be accepted for 
who they are, treated like anybody else 
and included within the " family of 
God." 
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Florida is the number one state in immigra
tion. 

Which Way is West? 

Virginia, North and South Dakota) also 
showed considerable loss in church 
membership. The United Methodist 
Conferences serv ing those states 
showed a net loss (including member
ship removal for all reasons) of 31,745 
or 9.8 percent. 

At the other end of the migration 
stream, areas toward which people are 
moving not only have the "boost" of 
receiving new people (who are poten
tial customers, of course) but they have 
the problems of assimilating newcom
ers, building new structures (both phys
ical and organizational), expanding 
services to accommodate them, and 
maintaining some sense of community 
amid the flood of new people. 

The destination areas-sometimes 
cal led the " frontier" -have changed 
over the years. In more recent years, 
there has been a trend toward the 
South-an attractive destination for 
senior citizens desiring a comfortable 
climate, for industry seeking lower 
wages and weaker unions, and for 
defense-and space-related . industry 
(which moves on the basis of political 
influence). 

Experts at one time were predicting 
an evening-off of migration and a 
balance among the regions. Not so. The 
regions that grew previously are con
tinuing to grow. California and Florida 
grew in the 1960's and still lead the list, 
though Florida has replaced California 
as the Number 1. The "sun-ward" 
trend continues. Seventeen of the 20 
fastest growing metropolitan areas are 
in the "Sun Belt" (Florida, Texas, 
Arizona, and California). Nine of them 

Americans are a restless lot. It seems are in Florida! 
as though we are always moving Even though population has been 
somewhere: Settling the western fron- growing, the United Methodist confer-
tier, establishing the great cities, mov- ences in Florida and Texas remained 
ing to the suburbs, migrating to Califor- about the same in membership and the 
nia, retiring to Florida, retreating to the Pacific and Southwest Conference 
country, etc. As we move, two impor- (which serves Southern California and 
tant things happen: we pull up roots in Arizona) lost almost 60,000 members 
the place we leave, and we put down from 1970 to 1976. In general, how-
roots in a new place. Social patterns are ever, United Methodist membership 
disrupted as people leave to go to a trends parallel the population trends. 
place of greater opportunity. Membership loss was common 

"De-population" has been the his- throughout the country, but six of the 
tory of many rural areas. In fact, some seven conferences which grew were 
areas of the Great Plains have been located in the Southeastern and South 
losing population almost from the mo- Central Jurisdictions. 
ment they were wrested from the While population in metropolitan 
Indians. areas of the South continues to grow, 

Areas left behind not only face the metropolitan areas in the Great Lakes 
void of losing some of their most and Mideast regions are declining. 
energetic and capable people, they Ohio has the most metropolitan areas 
have fewer people to carry on commu- which are shrinking (6), followed by 
nity and other activities-including the New York (5), Indiana (4), Pennsylvania 
church . The states with the greatest (3), and New Jersey (3). Ten of the 
population losses 1960-1970 (West largest metropolitan areas are losing 
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population, while many medium-sized 
areas continue to grow-especially if 
they are located in the South or South 
West. 

Population trends are much more 
complicated than just people moving to 
the city, or to the suburbs, etc. Migra
tion involves vast two-way flows of 
persons and households. While about 
2.6 million persons moved into central 
cities (March 1975-March 1976), 4.6 
million moved out-a net loss of about 
2 million. Suburbs showed a net gain of 
1.5 million persons as 4.7 million 
moved in and 3.2 million moved out. 

A new trend may be emerging in 
rural areas as, for the first time in a long 
time, almost 400,000 more people 
moved in than moved out. About 1.1 
million persons moved from central 
cities to rural areas and 1.4 million 
moved from the suburbs to rural areas, 
while a total of 2.1 million moved from 
rural areas to central cities and suburbs. 

Many newcomers to the country 
appear to be city dwellers who have 
" had it" with urban life-including the 
suburban dream. Some are nostalgi
cally seeking for a supposedly simpler 
way of life, free from the hustle and 
bustle, where people matter and there 
is " time to live. " For many of them, the 
move is more of an adventure than a 
return : their families have lived in 
urban areas for several generations. 
(They may find that rural life is more 
demanding and tiring than it appears to 
be on " The Waltons.") 

Others are returning " home." Many 
a young person went to the city ten to 
twenty years ago, seeking his or her 
fortune,. following the opportunity for 
higher education or economic im
provement. Now, they have made their 
mark and seen enough of the city to 
want to return home. To do so is 
increasingly attractive as some of the 
older leaders pass away making room 
for new leadership. As industry and 
jobs move to the periphery of cities, 
inter-state highways make possible 
long-distance commuting (with no 
more time spent than commuting from 
the suburbs). In addition, urban 
amenities (electricity and telephone, 
good schools, shopping centers, etc.) 
are increasingly available even in 
rather remote communities. 

Suburban growth has been slow for 
the past few years during the current 
recession. In the last year, however, 
new construction has picked up again. 
Many people figure it will be cheaper 
to buy a house now than it will be ten 
years from now-no matter how high 
the cost is in 1977. It is estimated that 
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already more than 70 percent of the 
American people cannot afford the 
price of the average new house 
($50,000+). 

But the nature of the suburbs is also 
changing. Some are getting older and 
experiencing many of the " urban prob
lems" previously found only in the 
cities. Many suburbs are standard 
homes in packages communiti es for 
sale to the mass market. Multiple 
family homes, garden apartments, and 
even high-rise, are becoming more 
common in suburban areas. 

The " frontier" for the "pioneer" type 
of person is no longer the suburbs. 
Small towns and old farms-and older 
homes in the inner city have replaced 
suburbia as the glamour place to move 
to. 

Back in the inner-city, a new " fron 
tier" has emerged, Downtown, central 
business districts are being spruced up. 
Some of them are developing close in 
residential areas: apartment-office 
building com bi nations, high-rise " vi I
I ages" with the complete facilities right 
there in the building, and other at
tempts at renaissance by re
development. 

Suburbs have been expanding faster 
than the population, so each year about 
150,000 homes in the central cities are 
being abandoned as people walk away 
from homes that are no longer desirable 
to I ive in or profitable to rent out. Some · 
of these homes sti ll have charm or 
value, however. Almost every large city 
has some area where older, substantial 
homes are being rehabilitated, often at 
a cost equal to-or even larger than
the purchase price. Where else can you 
get a twelve-room former mansion for 
$30,000? 

In a literal throwback to the frontier 
days, "urban homesteading" is a pro
gram of selling abandoned homes for a 
nominal sum, on the condition that a 
family live in it and fix it up. While, 
thus far, homesteaders have been few 
in number, the concept may signal 
renewed interest and excitement-and 
possible conflict-in the central city. 

Not only have the frontiers changed, 
but many of the " pioneers" are dif
ferent as well. The lmmigr.ation Law of 
1968 changed the source of immigrants 
to this country. Prior to that law, the 
quotas for immigration had been based 
on the country of origin of the present 
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population , producing a bias toward 
the new immigrants looking much like 
the folks who were already here. Under 
the new law, however, immigrants are 
accepted based on the nation's need for 
their skills. One of the results has been 
a dramatic increase in the number of 
Asians coming to this country. The 
Philippines, Korea and Taiwan , along 
with Mexico and Cuba have replaced 
Germany, Great Britain and Italy as the 
countries contributing the most immi
grants. 

In addition, there has been a huge 
influx of Spanish-speaking persons, 
both as legal immigrants and as " un
documented" migrants. In 1975, offi
cial immigration included 23 ,000 from 
South America, 9700 from Central 
America, and 62,200 from Mexico. 
Estimates are that more than 1 million 
people a year have entered the U. S. 
illegally since 1970, most of them from 
Mexico. 

Spanish language signs are common, 
not only in the Southwest, but also in 
New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
and many other cities. More Americans 
speak Spanish as their second language 
(or their first) than any other language 
but English (8.3 million persons). It is 
estimated that by 1985 Spanish
speaking people will be the largest 
minority in the U.S. 

The Church lives in a dynamic, 
changing context, "face to face with 
great new tasks" (as the familiar prayer 
says). The Creator God rested only on 
the seventh day, after He saw that al I 
that He had created was good; then He 
went back to work and He is sti ll 
shaping His world, His people, and His 
Church . • 

James H. Davis is research director and 
Linda Mccargar research specialist, Na
tional Division, BOCM. 
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TWO 
POEMS 

Rebirth 

I am not coming to this place 
again 

already here 
by the dark river 

lam 

in the blood flowing round about 
the warm savannas 

of my flesh 
this heart sends 

greetings 
like drum-beats 

I press against 
to those 

it be no end of life to die 
I have died as many times 

as water drying in the sun 
I die when walking down the street 

I dream 
and come awake beyond the park 
hot thirsty mind all empty of where I've been 

Uru Amara 

"From the Heart a Thought" 

From the heart a thought 
Leapt up of 
Color and light beyond 
Rainbows and the glow of earth and sun. 
Skies parted on the mountain 

and 
Christ spiraled to beauty 
Scented with lavender prayers 
Beyond concept 
Feathertouched by love evergreen. 

Theodora Remington 
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ancienL cbar<cbes
alioe anO a.Jell 

Not<.rnao A. Hot<.oet<. 

The ancient Churches of the Middle 
East are very mu di alive. Most of the 

seven million Christians from western 
Turkey to eastern Iran and from north
ern Syria to Egypt and the Sudan belong 
to churches which claim an unbroken 
history from the days of the Apostles. 
Today they are a minority of the total 
population in that vast region, a marked 
contrast to past centuries when Syria, 
Egypt, Turkey and even parts of Iran 
were quite widely Christianized. But 
they are everywhere a vigorous and 
indomitable minority. 

The ancient Churches cannot be 
understood apart from their manner of 
worship. It is primarily the liturgy 
which informs their theological 
thought, their ethics, their Christian 
education-indeed their whole life as 
Christian peoples. The liturgy is a 
colorful and very impressive drama in 
which the central truths of the Gospel 
are portrayed visibly and audibly, and it 
conveys a rich sense of the holy. 

The saints of past centuries are 
visibly present in the icons. On one of 
my early visits to the old Orthodox 
Cathedral of St. George in Beirut, I 
watched an elderly woman approach 
the icon of John the Baptist. She stood 
quietly for a moment, bowed courte
ously, lighted a candle to place with 
other lighted candles in a container of 
sand nearby. She reached toward the 
icon to touch its face, smiled ever so 
gently, made the sign of the cross, stood 
prayerfully for a few moments, and 
then resumed her place with the others 
in the congregation . 

" Do you know what that old woman 
is doing?" whispered a friend more 
experienced than I in Orthodox wor
ship. " She's saying, 'good morning, 
John the Baptist, I just wanted you to 
know that I'm here again thi s morning 
and I'm glad you belong to my church 
too.'" 

Worship in the Eastern way employs 
all five senses : sight, hearing, tou ch, 
taste and smell . It is full , ri ch prai se 
such as the Psalmist must have had in 
mind when he sang " bless the Lord , 0 
my soul , and all that is within me bless 

"The saints of past centuries are visibly present in the icons." This sixth century icon of 
the Virgin, with saints and angels, is in the Monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. 

his hol y name." Even the un initi ated 
vi sitor is moved to a sense of awe and 
reverence by the warm glow of ca n
dles, the pungent aroma of incense, the 
soft sound of bell s on censer and 
flabellum, and the taste of bread shared 
as a symboli c love feast in which th e 
entire congregation is invited to partic
ipate after the Eu chari st. 

Eastern worship is a commu nity 

experience, involving the whole family. 
No need for "junior church," nurseries 
or artificial techniques to entertain the 
children while their parents worship. 
The " liturgy" means the people's 
work-leit-urgia-and there is some
thing for everyone to do. In a delightful 
atmosphere of informality, the people 
of the congregation come and go with 
great freedom . 
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Pope Shenouda Ill, head of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Egypt, conducts 
weekly Bible study classes in Cairo's St. 
Mark's Cathedral, which attract up to six or 
seven thousand people. 

Small children wander about the 
church in a manner quite foreign to my 
Protestant conditioning, but they are 
entirely at home and busily imitating 
their elders in the prai se of God. They 
light candles (and some guardian angel 
seems to keep them from setting their 
clothes on fire) , they stand before the 
icons half-amused, half-reverent. They 
walk up to the chancel and take turns 
sitting on the bishop's throne, occa
sionally being pushed gently aside by 
the indulgent prelate himself; they 
chime into the recitation of the Nicene 
Creed at such points as the words are 
already familiar to them, and through 
the pores of their skin they are absorb
ing the spirit of Orthodoxy. 

The ancient Churches of the Middle 
East are not uniformly alert to the need 
for renewal. Some of them may be 
doomed to slow, steady erosion under 
the relentless pressures of growing 
secularism in that part of the world. 
Others, however, are involved in a 
remarkable resurgence of serious Bible 
study-including some first-class bibli
cal scholarship-and a dynamic youth 
movement. Among those in which new 
vitality is most evident are the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Egypt and the 
Orthodox Church of the Antioch Patri
archate in Lebanon and Syria. 

Mr. Yassa Hanna is a Coptic Or
thodox layman, an engineer in Cairo, 
and one of the leaders in a youth 
movement which began more than 30 
years ago. I met M r. Hanna at five 
o' clock one Thursday evening at the 
parish church in Giza, very close to the 

campus of Cairo University. Two 
hundred enthusiasti c young people 
were meeting under their own leader
ship in groups of about SO each. At six 
o' clock they came together for a rous
ing plenary sess ion. After they had once 
more returned to their smaller discus
sion groups, Mr. Hanna came over to 
sit with me and explain the movement. 

" These are all university students," 
he said. " Thirty other parishes in Cairo 
have similar meetings on Thursday 
nights, but ours is primarily for the 
university crowd . These kids join our 
group at the beginning of their 
freshman year, and they make three 
promises: first, they agree to attend 
every Thursday evening session during 
their four years in the university, and so 
we arrange our program in four-year 
cycles; second, they promise faithful 
participation in the liturgical services of 
the church-this movement is inside 
the church and not a substitute for it; 
third , they agree to spend every Friday 
(the weekly holiday in Egypt) going out 
in small groups, usually two-by-two, 
into some SO villages in this part of 
Egypt. 

" We help with the travel cost of 
those who go farthest, but al I the others 
take care of their own expense. They 
spend part of the day instructing Or
thodox Christians in the faith , meeting 
with people in the church building if 
there is one or in village homes if there 
is no church. " 

Coptic Orthodox Bishop Athanasius 
lives at Beni Suef, south of Cairo about 
two hours by train . I arrived on a Friday 
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morning primarily to see the two 
multi -purpose training centers he has 
developed for la ymen. Bi shop 
Athanasius spent a large part of the day 
showing me both institutions, one in 
the city itself and the other at an oas is 
some mil es away on the other side of 
the Nile. 

Late that afternoon he invited me to 
his Friday evening Bible cl ass, saying 
" it begins promptl y at five and you ' ll 
still be able to catch the seven-thirty 
train back to Cairo." Before five o'cl ock 
the small cathedral was already packed 
with at least 600 people. The bishop 
wore a portable microphone with a 
cord long enough so that he could 
move back and forth from the front of 
the church into the congregati on. 

An hour and a half later I stood 
outside the church, talking w ith a 
medical doctor and his wi fe. " It's like 
thi s every week," he said . " We've been 
through the entire Bible once and we' re 
back again at Luke-Acts. Thi s is the 
most exciting hour in the week for us; 
we can hardly wait for Fridays to come 
around! " 

A similar but vastl y larger meeting 
takes place every Friday afternoon at St. 
Mark's Cathedral in Cairo. Copti c Pa
triarch Shenouda Ill led it for several 
years before he became patriarch in 
1971, and he has not allowed his new 
duties to interrupt that part of hi s 
mini stry. Great waves of young people 
flow into the compound from Ramses 
Avenue before five o' clock. By fi ve
thirty there is standing room onl y. Five 
thousand is a conservative estimate for 
an ordinary Friday, and six or seven 
thousand is not uncommon. Thi s may 
indeed be the largest Chri sti an gather
ing on a regular basis- week-in-and
week-out-anywhere in the world . 

The most amazing thing about it is its 
utter simplicity. No music except for a 
few liturgi cal hymns sung without in-

strumental accompaniment, no drama
ti cs, no gimmicks-nothing but a man 
of short stature dressed in a simple, 
black monasti c robe, seated at a tabl e 
below th e altar in that mass ive stru ctu re 
of poured concrete. He gives an ex
pository lecture and then responds to 
questions w ritten on scraps of paper 
and taken to hi s table by several ushers. 
I ca n' t reall y explain this phenomenon. 
Perhaps it could happen oniy in Egypt. I 
merely w itness that it does happen
every week. 

Ignatius Hazim is Bishop in Latakia, 
Syria for the Orthodox Church of 
Antioch . For a number of years he was 
resident director at the anc ient 
Balamand Monastery in north Lebanon. 
Balamand has long been an important 
center for the training of priests who 
serve in the pari shes of the Antioch 
Patriarchate. The seminary there was 
always a reasonably good one of its 
kind, but until recentl y the academic 
level was littl e above secondary school. 
Bi shop Haz im is a theologian of inter
national reputation and an important 
figure in the World Counc il of 
Churches. For years he has been 
haunted by a des ire to restore th e 
theologica l prestige w hich the Antioch 
Patriarchate enjoyed in thi s region long 
ago. Almost single-handedly he set 
about to develop a universi ty- level 
faculty of theology at Balamand . 

Today there is a very handsome new 
building on the hill side of the anc ient 
monastery overlooking Tripoli harbor. 
The student body is deliberately small , 
but w ill increase as rapidl y as the 
fac ilities can absorb more and w hen 
peace is restored to that troubled 
country. This new Schoo l of Theo logy 
is already providing Orthodox Chri s
tians of the Arab East wi th a level of 
training they have not had in their own 
region since the earl y centuries of the 
Chri stian era. • 

Syrian Orthodox churches in eastern Tur
key are of great antiquity. Th is entrance 
(top left ) is to a church in use since the 
Second Century A.O. The bishop's chair is 
a prominent feature (top, right) in this 
ancient church. The altar curtain (above) 
was hand made by villagers. 

Dr. Horner, a United Presbyterian, wa on 
the facu lt y of the Near fast School of 
Theology in Beirut for years. He currently is 
associate director of the Oversea Ministrie 
Study Center, Ventnor, N.J . 
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Doing It Yourself 
in Northern New York 

a community organization case study 

Connie Myer 

34 [504] New World Outlook• November 1977 

ii 
c 
n 
h 

G 
p 
a 

p 
f 

P, 

p 
1 

II 

sl 
L 
Si 

0 



Community organizing in a county 
larger than the State of Rhode Island 

isn 't easy. Especially when the biggest 
city is only 14,500 in population and 
most people live in country towns and 
hamlets, often 50 miles or more from 
medical and government services. 

That's the way it is in St. Lawrence 
County in upper New York State, a 
physically beautiful but impoverished 
area, geographically isolated from the 
rest of the state. 

Bordered on the north by Canada 
and the picturesque St. Lawrence River 
and on the south by the Adirondack 
Mountains, St. Lawrence County' s 
population hovers at about 114,000, a 
figure that hasn't changed appreciably 
since the turn of the century. 

"In some ways this area never really 
came out of the Great Depression," 
says Jo Anderson, Jr., 32 , an organizer 
with Chicago's Industrial Areas Foun
dation, who is employed by an ecu
menical church group to build a coun
tywide citizens' action organization . 

" The unemployment rate is 12 to 14 
percent and a high percentage of 
people are on welfare, " he added. "In 
1972, the county per capita income 
was $3,362, compared to the state 
average of $5,242." 

Just as ships on the St. Lawrence 
Seaway now bypass the once-thriving 
rail and port city of Ogdensburg, St. 
Lawrence citizens are often over
looked by their local and state govern
ments. There is no county health de
partment and the department of social 
services is located on a back road, with 
no branch offices. 

Over the past 20 years some locally 
owned industries have died, or been 
absorbed by national corporations with 
the result, Anderson says, that "money 
is running out of the county." Alcoa, 
still the largest employer, used to have 
5,000 people in its plant at Massena in 
the 1950s, but now is down to about 
2,200. Though there have been many 
economic development studies by 
local government, the church group 
claims they have offered little in tangi
ble job results. 

County dairy farming and the 
number of owner-occupied farms also 
have declined, with about 75 percent 
of the farmers now renting some of their 
land. 

Some churches also are infected with 
what's called " the North Country 
shrug." This is particularly true in the 
United Methodist denomination, where 
small rural churches, many with three 
or four point charges, predominate. 

These churches often are considered 
only stepping stones for recent semi
nary graduates or " waiting it out until 
retirement" appointments. 

On the positive side, St. Lawrence 
County offers scenic beauty, clean air, 
excellent fishing, boating and other 
recreation . Good higher education in
stitutions are located in Potsdam and 
Canton and the large Canadian cities of 
Montreal and Ottawa are only a short 
drive away. 

Origins of Self-Help Effort 

The idea of organizing a community 
group to deal with some of the prob
lems in the county began about three 
years ago when people from some 
churches and other organizations 
began to meet together to see what 
could be doFle to improve the quality of 
their lives. 

The Rev. Stephen Doughty of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Wad
dington was aware of the work of the 
Industrial Areas Foundation which was 
founded by the late Saul Alinsky. He 
got IAF to review the county's situation. 
Later about 30 St. Lawrence people 
took an introductory IAF training 
course. 

Those people formed the nucleus of 
the present St. Lawrence Valley Spon
soring Committee which, with funding 
from local and national churches, con
tracted with IAF for its services. (The 
National Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries has provided $7,000 
and the Northern N w York Annual 
Conference $3 ,000 to the St. Lawrence 
Valley Sponsoring Committee.) When 
Anderson came in February, 1976, it 
was IAF's first rural organizing venture. 

" No, I wasn' t born in Chi cago," 
Anderson grins in reply to the obviou s 
question about how a " city boy" could 
be happy in St. Lawrence County. " I 
was rai sed in New Hampshire, so thi s 
really isn' t too different. " He and his 
wife are weekend camping enthusiasts. 

In the past year and a half, two key 
concepts about the organizing effort 
have emerged. First, people themselves 
are learning to organize. They aren' t 
just handed a blueprint. Secondly, local 
churches are becoming key institutions 
in the organizing process. 

The " doing it yourself" credo works 
this way. Senior citizen clubs in Nor
wood and Norfolk had been concerned 
exclusively with social events before 
they met with Anderson in the summer 
of 1976. When he led them to discuss 
their personal problems, they men
tioned their difficulty in paying prop
erty taxes. Some were even in danger of 
losing their homes. Their towns then 
had a $4,500 income limit under which 
seniors' property taxes could be cut in 
half. 

" They were aware there was a state 
law under which the income exemp
tion could be raised, but they didn' t 
know much about it, " said the Rev. 
Spencer Moon, pastor of Norwood 
United Church of Christ, who worked 
with the group. " First, they researched 
the law in the library, then they 
checked town tax rolls and worked out 
a detailed plan on parcels that would 
get an exemption . Then they planned a 
strategy to go before the school board , 
choosing their speakers and rehearsing 
what they would say. They also put a 
written statement before the board ." 

As a result of their careful prepara-



"If people are 
convinced they 

can change 
some things, 

they gain 
confidence for 

tackling the 
larger issues.'' 

The Rev. Jack Wells meets with Pyrites 
group. Opposite page, abandoned church 
building upstate. 

tion , the school board , after a hearing, 
unanimously approved raising the 
exemption to $5 ,000. Mr. Moon attri
butes his work with the seniors, many 
of whom are in his church, as " a key to 
my acceptance in the community." 

A Backwoods Community Mobilizes 

Another example of doing it for 
yourself is the tiny Adirondack foothills 
community of Pyrites, named for the 
iron pyrite mined there. Literally living 
" back in the woods," Pyrites people 
have been neglected by county gov
ernment in the opinion of the Rev. Jack 
M. Wells, a United Presbyterian minis
ter from Potsdam . " They've been over
looked for so long, they've come not to 
expect anything better for their lives," 
he says. 

After first meeting with Anderson and 
Wells, a group of Pyrites residents 
gathered regularly to discuss mutual 
problems. An immediate concern was 
an abandoned school whose crumbling 
brickwork was in imminent danger of 
co llapse. Under Wells' guidance, some 
residents searched county courthouse 
records and found the name of the 
property owner who was an individual , 
not the school district. Could the build
ing be declared a publi c health hazard 
and the owner be forced to demolish it? 

The Pyrites group collected names 
on a petition asking the town health 
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officer to inspect the building for· possi
ble violations. After failing to see the 
officer on at least one occasion, they 
sti ll continued to press their case by 
mailing registered letters to him and to 
the state district health officer. 

Another problem, which came up on 
a rainy evening in early June of this 
year, was a river which overflowed its 
banks and flooded basements of nearby 
homes during times of heavy rain . 
Claiming that the high water was due to 
faulty construction of a highway bridge 
over the stream, the Pyrites people 
decided to contact the county highway 
department, with specific questions 
prepared in advance. 

" The head of the highway depart
ment was here two years ago, but he 
never did anything," said Dick 
McCormick, a leader of the group. 

This time the Pyrites people hoped it 
would be different. 

Lee Marcus, a young Head Start 
teacher, a part-time organizer with 
Anderson, worked with Town of Law
rence people to try to get a cable 
television company to provide service 
to them. TV is important during the 
county's long, severe winters, espe
cially for senior citizens who can' t get 
out, but the town's TV screens flicker 
with snow because they're too far from 
a transmitter. 

" Basically, we found that cable 
companies go only where there are rich 
markets," she said . "They say they 
can't afford to invest in communities 
like this one." 

Although some of the town's citizens 
did meet with representatives of the 
New York State Cable Commission and 
their state assemblyman, the possibility 
of getting service remained dim last 
summer. "But we've learned a lot in the 
process," Lee maintained. " We haven' t 
completely given up." 

But these are relatively small issues. 
Can they really help in getting at the 
county's big problems? 

Land Speculation A Big Issue 

" If people are convinced they can 
change some things, they gain confi
dence for tackling the larger issues," 
claims Anderson. " First, issues have to 
be in people's self-interest, next they 
have to be winnable and finally, they 
must help build the over-all project." 

One of the biggest issues in St. 
Lawrence County is intensive land 
speculation which is making enormous 
profits for out-of-county residents and 
taking land away from farmers. The 
Sponsoring Committee has a research 
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team which is gathering facts by search
ing land titles in the courthouse. Here's 
a case they unearthed : In 1972 a 
downstate man bought 144 acres from 
a county couple for $31 an acre. Less 
than a year later he sold the plot to a 
New Jersey man for $131 an acre. Then 
the downstate man bought back the 44 
acres for $5 ,000 and resold them to a 
California man for $13,500. 

This kind of speculation has resulted 
in higher property values which means 
less state aid for schools, forcing dis
tricts to raise school taxes. Another 
problem is that farmers can ' t afford to 
buy high cost land and have to rent, 
which makes long-term planning dif
ficult. 

Anderson frankly isn' t certain just 
what direction the land research proj
ect will take. "There're no solutions in 
sight yet," he admitted. " But we see it 
as a time bomb. We may need enough 
momentum on it to plan a strategy for 
adjoining counties as well ." 

The entire " North Country" of up
state New York is a chronically de
pressed area and also faces difficult 
land use and development questions in 
regard to the Adirondack Mountain 
Forest Preserve. 

Besides the " people learning" part of 
the project, the churches, too, are 
benefiting. The Sponsoring Committee 
strongly believes in working with 
churches and parishes, for it considers 
them the most stable, continuing in
stitutions in the county. 

In Ogdensburg, for example, there 
was a series of three meetings involving 
people from the two Catholic parishes 
(39 percent of the county's residents are 
Roman Ca tho I ics), with representation 
from Protestant congregations and 
clergy. People cited four problems
schools, housing, unemployment and 
community spirit-and divided into 
groups to work on each. 

A Battle Won, Struggles Joined 

The unemployment group became 
part of a community-wide strategy to 
prevent the threatened closing of the 
state psychiatric hospital which em
ploys nearly 1 ,000 people. With a 
decision made by top state political 
leaders to sell bonds to finance hospital 
renovations, this issue was won before 
the battle really was joined. 

Housing proved more difficult. 
"There cire some city areas with very 
poor housing and very bad landlord
tenant relations," said the Rev. George 
Sayles, the pleasant, outgoing rector of 
St. John's Episcopal Church. " We tried 

to get some renters to meet together to 
discuss their grievances, but no one 
showed up, possibly because of fear . 
Now we' re planning a street festival to 
try to first get a feeling of neighborhood 
cohesiveness." 

The schools' action committee fo
cused on modular scheduling in Og
densburg High School , a system under 
which students take up to 12 different 
courses each year. 

" We feel this system is designed for 
the superior student, but doesn't help 
the average chi ld very much," said 
Mrs. Gerri Sansoucy, a member of 
Notre Dame Catholic Parish . " They 
lose control. Maybe what we need is a 
return to the basics in education." 

Armed with information obtained 
from the National Council on Mea
surement in Education, the parents 
aimed tq present a resolution to the 
board of education asking for an inde
pendent outside audit of the modular 
scheduling system. 

Likewise, in the small town of Wad
dington parents were concerned about 
the academic standing and lack of 
discipline in their elementary school. 
After several meetings with the school 
administration and faculty, they now 
feel a number of positive changes have 
occurred. Says the Rev. Barbara 
Beaudry, pastor of Waddington United 
Methodist Church, " It was good for 
both parents and teachers. It wasn' t an 
antagonistic thing . The teachers 
learned that the parents are concerned 
and the parents realized the teachers 
have many problems, too. As a result, 
some parents are volunteering their 
time to help the teachers in the class
room. " 

She also prai sed another action-that 
of freeing up Thursday nights for 
church activities by church lay leaders 
asking other organizations not to 
schedule meetings then . 

Family life, school conditions, the 
high cost of living for everything from 
food to utilities are the principal con
cerns of the hundreds of North Country 
people with whom Anderson has 
talked. " The problem of changing val
ues and life styles and the feeling that 
their children are no longer under their 
control are serious issues to them," he 
declared. " As families fall apart, they 
fall out of the churches. They feel they 
no longer would be accepted by them. 

What the Organization Can Do 

" But the Sponsoring Committee 
through its coalition of parishes, 
families and organizations is trying to 

train people to understand that what's 
happening is a question of power, that 
institutions are putting the squeeze on 
people and it's not just a question of 
personal morality." 

Besides the two organizers, an IAF 
staff person also spends 42 full days in 
the county to personally evaluate and 
assist in the project. Full day or 
weekend training sessions for 30 or 
more people also are conducted by IAF 
personnel for members of the Sponsor
ing Committee and new members and 
leaders being recruited into the organi
zation. 

By the middle of next winter, the 
Sponsoring Committee hopes that 
founding "chapters" of citizens
sometimes based on a church or 
parish-will come together to found a 
county-wide organization. Support for 
the organization would come from 
dues assessed to chapters. 

Similar organizations may be 
founded in adjacent counties so that 
eventually the entire North Country can 
join forces in a powerful citizens' voice 
to effect change and to speak to 
questions of land use and economic 
development. 

" This organization is the best thing 
that's happened to the county since I 
came here five years ago," said Father 
Sayles. " I've seen other movements 
come and go. Most were not terribly 
significant. But the Sponsoring Commit
tee is training people and getting them 
well-informed on issues concerning 
them. " 

Anderson also believes the project 
may be the saving of some of the sma ll 
rural churches, if they become in
volved. " If the churches are going to 
pay dues, they' II have to justify it with 
increased members and leaders that the 
community development creates." • 

Ms. Myer is senior staff writer, Interpretive 
Services Department, Boa rd of Global 
Ministries. 
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A tiny, blue-eyed girl was brought 
into the emergency room because of a 
high fever. Although she was nearly a 
year old, she could not sit up or talk. 
Her face lacked expression. Doctors 
determined that she was a victim of 
neglect and needed immediate care. A 
two-year old boy brought to the 
emergency room at 3 a.m. with a 
broken arm had numerous bruises on 
his back. X-Rays revealed several rib 
fractures which had healed . The par
ents were charged with abuse. 

Before 1976 there were only a few 
places in Jacksonville, Florida to house 
such children when they were removed 
from their parents until a determination 
was made about their future. Now 
because of a unique liaison of religious, 
business and social organizations work
ing with governmental agencies, two 
emergency shelters are avai I able. 

More than 15,000 cases of child 
abuse and neglect were reported in 
Duval County between 1971 and 1975. 
A local Grand Jury came out with an 
indictment about lack of facilities to 
give emergency care and protection for 
these children . The Mayor' s Criminal 
Justice Advisory Council declared that · 
the chief problem needing immediate 
attention was the care and handling of 
abused and neglected children . During 
the first days of April , 1976, about a 
dozen cases of sexual battery of chil
dren by another family member were 
reported to the sheriff's office. 

RuTlt DiNkiNs RowAN 

Hot Line Burns with Tips 
The crisis in emergency care was 

caused by a Florida law passed in 1971 
which created a " hot line" to report 
suspected cases. The statute, one of the 
strongest in the nation, provided im
munity to anyone calling in and it 
authorized immediate removal of a 
child from a potentially dangerous 
situation . 

The law defines chi Id abuse and 
neglect : "Abuse or maltreatment in
cludes any willful or negligent acts 
which result in neglect, malnutrition, 
sexual abuse, unreasonable injury, 
material endangerment to mental 
health, and failure to provide suste
nance, clothing, shelter or medical 
attention." 

Even though the law caused the 
reported cases to increase so dramati
cally, it did not provide money for 
facilities to house the children . " Any
way," says Virginia White, Case Work 
Supervisor for Protective Services, 
" Children do not belong to the state. 
They belong to the community. It's our 
job to solve our problems." 

With that philosophy Mrs. White set 
out to inform the public and create 
solutions for what would sometimes be 
a room full of children at 5 in the 
afternoon and " no place to put them ." 
And the community responded. The 
story is one of faith , fortitude and 
frustration . 

Joining Mrs. White was Loi s Graes-
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sle, Chairperson for the Committee on 
Social Concerns of the Riverside Park 
United Methodist Church, who had 
chaired a child study committee for the 
city and had long been active in 
seeking solutions for multiple problem 
families. They invited the Rev. Gene 
Parks, Urban Minister for the United 
Methodist Church, and Mabel Parker, 
representing Traveler's Aid and also a 
United Methodist, to the first of their 
many " brown paper bag" luncheons. 
With representatives from a number of 
other interested organizations, includ
ing the Rev. Ben Sparks of the First 
Presbyterian Church , they formed a 
Consortium to Aid Neglected and 
Abused Children (CANAC) and estab
lished the creation of emergency shel
ters as a first priority. 

Parsonage Serves as Temporary Home 

Through their public relations efforts 
several new foster homes were licensed 
and the Riverview United Methodist 
Church offered the use of its vacant 
parsonage on a temporary basis. " But 
Gene and Lois never wavered in their 
pursuit of buying a shelter home," says 
Mrs. White, " even though we had no 
money." They were turned down for a 
federal grant and other expected 
sources of income did not materialize. 

Gene Parks set up a meeting with the 
board of Church Women United. 
" You ' re used to doing big jobs," he 
explained when he asked for their help. 
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''CltildREN hElONG TO TltE COMMUNiTy. 
IT'S OUR job TO solvE OUR pRohlEMs.'' 

" And we were, " agreed Helen 
Hoekenga, a United Methodist and 
Chairwoman for Citizen Action for the 
Florida Church Women United, who 
accepted leadership of the new project. 
"But this nearly overwhelmed us. The 
numbers were so astounding and sad ." 
The women agreed to accept owner
ship of a house when it was purchased, 
to help with the renovation and take 
care of the upkeep. 

Then other persons and organiza
tions interested i11 children 's needs 
made inquiry. International Business 
Machines promised $1 ,000. Pruden
tial Life Insurance Company through its 
Community Services Committee at first 
offered $500. This amount was in
creased to $10,000 plus help with the 
renovation. " We just became in
volved," says Suzanne Goode, Volun
teer Coordinator. " We will go to help 
with crafts, to take the children to the 
zoo and help however we are needed." 

Community Buys A House 

More than 35 agencies, clubs and 
churches contributed enough money 
and time to purchase and renovate a 
six-bedroom house. Young people 
worked alongside retired couples to 
clean up the yard, to paint and to make 
needed repairs . " Except for a few large 
gifts, it was almost a nickel and dime 
affair, " says Willie Shore, treasurer for 
Church Women United . She shakes her 
head in remembrance, " I used to watch 

for the postman like a child watches for 
Santa Claus. A bill would be due and 
we would be so low-but the money 
always came in. " 

One of the first churches to become 
involved was First United Methodist 
Church. The United Methodist Women 
and other groups and individuals 
within the church gave over $3000. 
The Friendship Sunday school class 
chose to prepare the 1 ursery. " It was 
hard to believe that anyone could hurt 
a baby," says Pat Dawkins who, along 
with other members of the class, spent 
hours painting and shopping for 
equipment and supplies. " But when we 
understood how badly this was needed, 
we wanted to prepare a reall y nice 
room." 

The Children 's Home Society, a 
private organization with a hi story of 
close ties to the churches, offered its 
services to staff and operate the shelter. 
David and Connie France, selected as 
houseparents, have two children of 
their own . 

Called Hope Hou se beca use 
everyone kept saying, " I hope we can 
do this and I hope we can do that," the 
door opened to ten children . Each stays 
no longer than a month while a 
decision is made to return the child to 
his or her home or to make a more 
permanent living arrangement. 

" We try to live as normally as 
possible," explains Connie France. 
" We do family-type things such as 



church on Sunday and picni cs. " She 
laughs. " We even had rain for the 
Fourth of Jul y and had to stay in the 
car." 

A Home Quickly Outgrown 

A check for $500 was lost! By the 
time it was found Hope House was well 
underway so the committee decided to 
use that amount as seed money to start 
a second shelter. " For," says Lois 
Graessle, "we already knew that one 
wouldn ' t be enough ." 

An old house was leased for $1 a 
year from St. Vincent's Hospital. The 
Catholic hospital also helped a great 
deal with the renovation . The second 
facility, which will house 10 children 
ages 3-12, is named South River Place 
in honor of the main contributors : 
Southside Junior Woman's Club, which 
accepted responsibility for the house's 
on-going upkeep and also helped with 
refurbishing, and the Riverside Park 
United Methodist Church. 

Members . of the church assisted in 
tearing off wallpaper, rebuilding, clean
ing and raising money. One Sunday 
school class held a giant garage sale 
which raised over $1 ,000. A major 
commitment was made by a class from 
First Presbyterian Church which pro
vided the project's most active volun
teer, a retiree, William R. Ritter. 

Altogether a total of 34 groups and 
25 businesses participated including 
Navy personnel, women from a retire
ment home who made dolls, and 
students from a private school . 

Shelters Concerned With Families 

When a report of abuse or neglect is 
brought to the attention of authorities, 
the first step is to offer protection and 
treatment for the child . Hope House 
and South River Place serve that pur
pose. 

The second step is to help relieve the 
parent's distress. According to Virginia 
White, the program in Duval County is 
"child-centered but family focused ." 
The goal is to return as many children 
as possible to their families, therefore 
the concern is to provide treatment for 
the whole family. 

Dr. J. M . Whitworth, Associate Pro
fessor of Pediatrics at University of 
Florida/University Hospital of Jackson
ville, is Medical Director of Child 
Abuse Services and an active member 
of CANAC. Dr. Whitworth, while 
spending a great deal of his time trying 
to educate the medical community to 
better recognize abuse and neglect 
symptoms and to report them im-

Volunteers fix u·p South River Place shelter. Anne Davis, opposite page, entertains 
residents. Preceding page, houseparents Clarence and Beth Bilbray welcome children. 

mediately, is equally concerned about 
prevention. 

According to Dr. Whitworth, the 
attitude toward chi ld abuse and neglect 
is undergoing an evolution in that an 
understanding is emerging that it is a 
medical and social problem rather than 
one of law enforcement. Contrary to 
public opinion, only about 5 percent of 
abusive parents are mentally ill. 

"It is caused principally by a defect 
in parenting skills, " he suggests. "Most 
people do not realize that parenting is a 
learned skill rather than an instinct. 
And some persons have had poor 
models." 

Many experts agree that most abu
sive or neglectful parents were them
selves abused or neglected as children . 
Many use the same methods of abuse 
used on them. A crisis such as 
economic pressures, a new baby, mis
use of alcohol may trigger the abusive 
behavior and the person reacts as he or 
she was " taught. " 

"We're all Potentially Abusers" 

" In fact," Dr. Whitworth says, 
" we' re all potentially abusers if we 
were brought up by abusive parents 
and if the right crisis comes along." 
He advocates inclusion of parenting 
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cla e as part of the regular school 
curriculum. " So that we can break thi 
cycle," he add . 

David R. Walters, Professor of Foren-
ic Studies at Indiana University, said in 

a work hop presented to social work
ers in Duval County that child abuse is 
pandemic in the United States and 
threatens to become a national dis
grace. Dr. Walters states in hi s book, 
Ph y i cal and Sexual Abuse of Children 
(Indiana University Press, 1975), that 
child abuse is a logical outgrowth of a 
cultural heritage that encourages cor
poral punishment of children . " It be
comes abusive," he says, " only when 
someone decides that it has gone too 
far." 

Anne Davis, a social worker with 
Health and Rehabilitation Services and 
a strong supporter of CANAC, says 
emphatically, " I never met a parent 
who does not love his child and want 
what's best for him . The one that is hurt 
is often a special child," she explains . 
" A baby that cries too much, a hyperac
tive or difficult-to-manage youngster. 
Or the family ituation is too much for a 
parent to handle, perhaps alone. 

" For example, there's the Navy wife 
whose husband has been gone to sea 
for four months and she's left with three 
young children . In her despair she stays 
home too much and away from the 
other wives. Then the check is a week 
late. Frustration builds and she strikes 
out at one of the children. She is 
ashamed and withdraws further and 
perhaps the pattern is repeated . 

" The rate of uccess for both parent 
and child is good if we get to them soon 
enough," she continues. " The longer 
the abuse has gone on, the more 
difficult it is to change. We may have to 
teach a parent how to care for a child or 
to help out until the crisis is relieved. 
Sometimes we have a nurse or 
homemaker visit regularly. We arrange 
for family counseling and encourage 
the parent to join a Parents Anonymous 
group." 

Role of the Church 

Mrs. Davis, a United Methodist, 
stresses the need for the church to be 
involved . " It can play such a huge 
role," she says. " It's the last family 
oriented institution-the only place left 
where a person is not a burden. It's the 
job of the church to help meet human 
need." She suggests classes in parent
ing, the establishment of child care 
centers and continued involvement on 
the community level such as was done 
to create the emergency shelters. She 

says that the church must go to those 
who tend to isolate themselves, particu
larly those with young children . 

" These children can become normal 
adults-they're real survivors," she 
finished, " but they and their parents 
need help, a lot of which the church 
can give. " 

Helen Hoekenga spoke before the 
state Assembly of Church Women 
United to tell of the local unit's in
volvement in the creation of the 
emergency shelters. She related to the 
delegates many things the women had 
learned. In addition to the satisfaction 
gained from working with so many 
agencies and groups, she mentioned : 

• If we don' t do something to break 
the cycle of chi Id abuse about 10 
percent will be killed . 

• Persons of all social , religious and 
economic backgrounds are guilty of 
abuse and neglect. 

• Volunteer help is needed as much 
now as before. 

Helen told about Lillian and Everett 
Perpall , a retired couple who has spent 
so many hours at Hope House, some
times dropping in to rock a baby or play 
with a child who needs extra attention. 
And about the two young mothers, who 
after they have gotten their own chil
dren off to school , come to help dress 
and feed the little ones at Hope House. 

Mrs. Hoekenga concluded by declar
ing that there is much more to be 
done-more and better facilities are 
necessary for the youngest children, 
much needs to be done for the teen
agers and a residential treatment center 
is needed. " We've only just started," 
she said . 

The little blue-eyed girl who was 
malnourished, after three weeks at 
Hope House, became a cherry-faced, 
babbling baby, crawling about energet
ically and trying to stand. Another girl 
would only sit behind the curtain and 
stare out the window when she was first 
brought to South River Place. In a short 
ti me she began to watch the other 
children and gradually began to partic
ipate in activities. Being under the bed, 
even sleeping there, seemed safest and 
most secure for little Billy. Ten days of 
love and care convinced him to trust 
those around enough to come out and 
become part of the family at his 
temporary home. 

Offering secur ity, protection, love
the basic needs of any child-the 
emergency shelters stand ready, the 
result of a community acting together 
on behalf of its children. • 

She is a United Methodist and free lance 
w riter in Ja cksonville. 
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Too often we think of mission as only 
to the destitute. This idea has left 

many churches groping for their mis
sion at home, as their surrounding 
communities may not be poor or 
hungry. But the need for mission and 
ministry is in every community, no 
matter the economic and social situa
tion . Spiritual poverty and hunger exist 
everywhere. 

In Washington , D.C. , Simpson-Ham
line Church has found itself in ministry 
to a predominantly black, growing, 
middle class community of which it is a 
vital part. 

Merger 

Simpson-Hamline is a new congrega
tion , formed by merger of the all-black 
Simpson Memorial United Methodist 
Church and Hamline United Methodist 
Church, a predominantly white church 
in an increasingly black community. 

In 1973 , the Rev. Hal T. Henderson, 
a black minister, was appointed pastor 
to Hamline, a church struggling for its 
existence and identity in a changed 
community. Under his guidance, Ham
line engaged in a self analysis, to try 
and discover its place in mission and 
ministry. The congregation did not rely 
on its own expertise, but called in 
persons from the community to work 
with them in assessing needs and 
designing programs. 

It was during this time of study that 
the possibility of merger with another 
congregation arose. 

Simpson Memorial Church , located 
in the heart of Northwest Washington , 
had always seen its role in service with 
the community. Tutoring programs, 
children ' s summer enrichment pro
grams, clothes for the needy are a few 
of the services that the church was 
providing. However, problems with its 
physical facilities had periodically 
plagued it. In 1973 , the congregation , 
in consultation with the district 
superintendent, realized that it had 
three alternatives : to make ome repairs 
to its building, move to another facility, 
or consider merging with Hamline. A 
merger evaluation committee wa set 
up with members from both churches, 
to explore the possibility further. 

With the stipulation that the church it 
merged with must see it elf in mi ion 
with its community, to keep spreading 
the " gospel in mission," Simp on 
Memorial voted to merge, and 
Simp on-Hamline United Meth0di t 
Church wa formed. The fir t war hip 
ervice wa held on June 2, 1974 with 

the church lo ated at the ite of the 
former Hamline Church. 

m 
m 
in 

m 
th 
T 
po 
a 
pr 

VO 

co 

0 

s 
le 
p 
ti1 

te 
y, 
I 
m 

0 

tti 
a~ 
c 
yo 
al 

e 
in 
H 
v 

c 
p 
pl 
L 
in 

tli 
in 
s 
s 
CJ 
0 

011 

Pr 
ye 
d 
cc 
da 
an 



Mission With People 

"If the gospel is to be alive and have 
meaning," says Mr. Henderson, " it 
must move people to action, not to be 
in mission to people, but with people." 

One example of this concept of 
mission that evolved out of the efforts of 
the church and community is the 
Teaching and Learning Center. Its pur
pose is to teach youth how to break into 
a skilled job market, such as data 
processing, banking, and radio-tv 
communications. Basic educational 
skills, tutoring services, and introduc
tory degree programs are provided by 
paid staff persons and support staff 
volunteers from the congregation and 
community. Dropouts and persons in 
school alike participate, with emphasis 
on steering the participants to training 
schools and programs where they may 
learn skills, and find jobs. Even the 
procedure for filling out a job applica
tion is taught. 

This and other programs are adminis
tered by a Church and Community 
Youth Outreach Task Force which 
looks at the unmet needs of the com
munity. 

Simpson-Hamline functions as any 
other United Methodist church, with 
the Council on Ministries, work areas, 
and special task forces. In the Vacation 
Church School however, children and 
youth do not just study the Bible, but 
also deal with building relationships 
and current issues. 

The church cosponsors some gov
ernment programs. The JACS counsel
ing program is one of these. Simpson
Hamline provides the site and some 
volunteers . Young men coming to the 
Washington area from Job Corp centers 
around the nation are helped to find 
jobs, get medical assistance, and re
ceive other types of personal and 
professional help. The director is em
ployed by the U.S. Department of 
Labor. The program also has access to 
the church's multi-purpose van . 

This van is used by almost all parts of 
the church 's outreach programs. Dur
ing the week, it may be transporting 
senior citizens on a field trip, and on 
Sunday, providing transportation to 
church services. 

Another program that is jointly spon
sored by the church and the govern
ment is the Senior Citizens Hot Lunch 
Program. Lunch for 20-28 persons 60 
years of age or over are served each 
day. But the participants do not just 
come in for a meal. They participate in 
daily planned activities. Bible study, 
arts and crafts, trips, speakers, and 

The Rev. Hal T. Henderson, pastor, conducting leadership development training. 

physical fitness are some of the ac
tivities. The people served, says site 
manager Mrs. Bernice Martin , are not 
necessarily on the poverty level , but 
may be lonely. Coming out to the 
church provides them the opportunity 
to get out and enjoy life, and the 
company of others. 

In addition to the planned activities, 
some have formed the Happy Hour 
Club, which provides another outlet for 
the senior citizens. 

Mutual Support 

How does the church feel about its 
mission outreach? Their support is 
evidenced in their financial giving. 
There has not been need for special 
rallies or fund rai sing drives to support 
the mission programs of the church. 
Twelve staff persons including the pas
tor and two associate mini sters are 
supported through the regular church 
budget, along with all of the programs 
of ministry. 

The Council on Finance of the 
church has played a vital role in 
making giving exciting to the congrega
tion . But being able to see th e needs 
and the results of their church's efforts 
has resulted in sound financial backing. 
" We are interested in outreach," says 
the church 's finan ce chairperson. 
" The work of the church is in mission, 
so we must give and share." 

The Pastor-Parish Relations Commit
tee is supportive of the church's ac
tivities, and of the pastor, as he is 

involved in di strict and conference 
activ ities. He serves as chai rperson of 
the Baltimore Conference Commi ss ion 
on Rel igion and Race. 

" M y sty le of mini stry is shaped by my 
belief that th e ministry is a struggling, 
changing process intended to serve all 
of God's people," says M r. Henderson. 
He believes that blacks who are wi lling 
to accept the challenge are a new era 
of prophets, who are to erad ica te the 
si n of racism. "The oppressed must be 
w illing to be used as a sacrifice by God 
to enlighten, reform, as well as to help 
make Chri stians of those th at ha·ve 
unfo rtunately been members of the 
oppress ive part of society," he says. 

Simpson-Hamline is a predominant ly 
black church in mission . It has been 
successful , but it is still searching. 
Anoth er study, after the first three years, 
will be undertaken thi s year to assess 
where th ey are, and where they want to 
go in the next few years. They are 
fortunate, as they have been abl e to use 
their own fi nanci al and human re
sources almost compl etely. Other 
churches are unable to do this. 

Simpson-Hamline is a church on the 
move, in a community on the move, 
spreading the " gospel in miss ion.' 
Simpson-Hamline and the Rev. Mr. 
Henderson just may know what mis
sion and the gospel is all about. • 

Ms. Jones wa a summer intern with Un ited 
Methodist Communications 
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The temperature was near 100 de
grees and the newspaper headlines 

in Washington, D.C. read " Water Shor
tage" when my wife Lynette and I left 
the jumbo jet which had brought us 
from a much cooler London . It was July 
6, 1977-the day before the long
awaited Brazil Team reunion . Soon our 
hostess, Sue Morrison, had helped us 
put our luggage into the trunk of an 
air-conditioned car borrowed for the 
occasion and was speeding us along 
the freeway toward her home in Silver 
Spring, Maryland . Kae Lewis had ar
rived by bus from New York earlier and 
had gone with Mary Kraus to pick up 
John Lashbrook at another airport. He 
was flying from Ohio. 

Within the hour, both cars had 
arrived at Sue's home and the Brazil 
Team was together again for the first 
time since late 1968. Thus, Kae, Sue, 
Mary, John and I kept the promise we 
had made 11 years before as we shared 
ainner in a restaurant overlooking Rio 
de Janeiro's beautiful Guanabara Bay. 
Then we were in our 20's, new short
term missionaries who had completed 
a year of training in such exotic spots as 
Greencastle, Ind. , Stony Point, N.Y. 
and Campinas, Brazil and we had just 
begun our work together in Duque de 
Caxias, a Rio suburb. Someone noticed 
that the date was 6-6-66, so we said, 
" Let's get together again on 7-7-77! " 
How? we wondered. Where would we 
be? And what would we be doing by 
that far off date? 

Our 1977 reunion in Maryland lasted 
for about 40 hours and turned out to be 
a multi-media event that combined 
nostalgia, news-sharing and theological 
reflection. It was a family picnic and a 
mission seminar rolled into one. We 
arrived hopeful and left nourished. 

Sue kept the samba and bossa nova 

THE: BRAZIL TE:AM 
RE: u N I ON' WllRRE:N L. DllNSKIN 

6/6/66TO717177 

US members of team as they are today, 
Mary Kraus, top left, Sue Morrison, bottom 
left and below, with Warren Danskin, left, 
and John Lashbrook. Brazilian co-workers, 
photographed in the late 60's, included 
Ruth Reis do Amaral, at blackboard, and 
Belgita Cardoso, with bandana. 

records going on the stereo. John had 
brought along four large team scrap
books which he had carefully com
piled . There were plenty of slides and 
even a tape recording of 30 or so 
friendly Brazilian voices at John 's 
farewell party in December, 1968. The 
conversation occasionally slipped into 
Portuguese and people and events 
years ago and 5000 miles away were 
suddenly very close. 

We agreed that the excitement and 
expectation we felt when we were 
chosen for the Brazil Team in 1965 had 
been fulfilled by what we experienced 
in Brazil and afterward. L. M . " Mac" 
McCoy, then the World Division Area 
Secretary for Brazil , had told us, " Your 
only mission is to go to Caxias and live 
there as Christians. " With the help of 
many, we developed the skills and the 
discipline needed to do that. Our team 
life involved worship, study, shared 
responsibilities and a wide variety of 
service programs in both church and 
community in Duque de Caxias, a large 
city that knows great pain, danger and 
suffering but also great love and cour
age. 

We wanted to share our reunion in 
some way with our friends who had 
been part of our team life, so we sent 
letters and snapshots to su ch special 
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"MY MISSIOl1riR_Y Y(riR_S W(R_( 
riMOr1G TH( G(ST O~ MY LI~( . 

SOM(THll1G CHril1G(D ~OR_ M( TH(l1." 

people as L. M. McCoy, Avery Man
chester (who had " recruited" us for the 
team) and to the Brazilian members of 
the team, four wonderful young 
Methodists who lived and worked with 
us and who brought to reality our hope 
for a continued mission effort in Caxias 
after we " norteamericanos" had left. 
Ruth Reis do Amaral is now a hospital 
social worker in ~auru , Sao Paulo. Joao 
Bertalo Alves is a teacher in Rio de 
Janeiro. Rev. David Ponciano Dias is a 
District Superintendent and he is on the 
board of the Caxias School where we 
did much of our work. Belgita Cardoso, 
bless her, is still doing the work she 
began with us in 1967, teaching the 
local girls how to sew, cook and type 
and doing it with great love and 
compassion . 

There was one question that really 
brought us together: What was the 
meaning and impact of our experience 
as short-term missionaries to Brazi I? 

Kae Lewis answers, " In a nugget, our 
experience seems to me to have been 
one of turning around in people's lives 
(ours and others) through the Spirit. " 

It had a profound influence on each 
of us in terms of our vocational choices 
and Christian commitment. All of us are 
still loyal to the church. John Lashbrook 
and his wife, Anita, are active members 

--
of Parkview Church of the Nazarene in did not come from a church 
Dayton, Ohio, where John is the Learn- background, the team experience w as 
ing Resources Librarian at the United my first encounter with the church as 
Theological Seminary. Kae Lewis is on well as being the church." 
the Board of Trustees at Judson Memo- There was deep personal growth for 
rial Church , Greenwich Village, New each of us. Says John, " I learned that 
York City. She has just completed work the proper mi x of freedom and di sci -
on her Master's Degree in Psychology pline is necessary for accompl ishing 
at the New School for Social Research . our potential. Freedom to explore my 
Three of us are United Methodist own unique abilities and di scipline to 
mini sters. Mary Krau s and Sue Morri s fi lter out the temptations to pursue 
went on to study at Boston School of dead-end streets." 
Theology and are now members of the Personally, the depth of the love I 
Baltimore Annual Conference. Sue is a recei ved from our Brazilian brothers 
pastor at Marvin Memorial United and sisters and my teammates has been 
Methodist Church, Silver Spring, Mary- a sustaining force in my life, a glimpse 
land and a member of the Board of of the love of Christ here on earth . The 
Global Ministries. Mary, who is mar- team lives on for me, through letters, 
ried to Peter W astie, is the pastor of prayers, occasional visits and memory. 
Christ United Methodist Church, Col- My miss ionary years were among the 
umbia, Maryland . I am a New York best of my life. Something changed for 
Annual Conference member on Special me then . And I live with that dynamic, 
Appointment as Associate Minister at Christ-powered change every day. 
the American Church in London . May God bless and keep all of you 

Mary says the Brazil experience w ho love and serve Chri st as 
brought dramati c changes to her " in miss ionaries-at home or far away, 
terms of a global perspective of life, behind pulpit or plow, at your desk or 
cultural appreciation and an under- on the street. And thanks to you w ho 
standing of what the 'church ' can be at make it possible-w ith prayers, money, 
its creative and theologically rich committee votes and words of cheer or 
edge." challenge. 

Sue decided to become a minister as Now, I wonder w hat we and the 
a result of being on the team. " Since I church will be doing on 8-8-88? • 
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"BOOKS 

I SAW IT HAPPEN, by Lorena Kelly. 97 
pages, $2.35. Available from 29 Spears 
Avenue, Asheville, North Carolina 28801. 

This book is an eye-witness' documentary 
of the author's experiences as a missionary 
in Belgian Congo. Lorena Kelly saw Belgian 
Congo become an independent country 
with a new name. She relates what she 
witnessed in a span of some thirty-five 
years, particularly in relation to the church 
and its leadership. People who are in
terested in fascinating Congo will want to 
read I Saw It Happen. Personalized stories 
of human interest pinpoint the author's 
insight into life and events transpiring in this 
huge country in the heqrt of Africa . 

Because of the many changes which have 
taken place in the life of Belgian Congo as it 
has become Democratic Republic of Congo 
and finally Zaire, it would be helpful if the 
book had contained a map pointing out 
both the Congo and the Zairean names for 
the places referred to . If the change in 
names does not bother, the reader may pick 
up some ins ight into what was happening 
within the Methodist Church as it evolved 
from mission to church during the evol ution 
of the country . 

Miss Kelly thoughtfully provides a preface 
in which she declares that she has not tried 
to write a history as much as she has " tried 
to pick up an ever-developing thread of 
the forward march of the Church as seen in 
the life and works of individuals and in 
institutions." 

Having worked most of her years with the 
Atetela people of Central Zaire, the main 
thrust of I Saw It Happen centers around the 
people who produced the first Zairean 
Bishop of The United Methodist Church, 
Dr. John Wesley Shungu and his successor 
Bishop Onema Fama, currently Bishop of 
the Central Zaire Area. As the church has 
grown, it has been recently divided into two 
Episcopal areas with another Bishop, Ngoie 
Wakadilo, having been elected in August 
1976 (from another tribal group) and serv
ing the Shaba Area which includes the 
Southern and North Shaba Conferences. 
Regrettably in such a short book one cannot 
give too many details, but it would have 
been helpful if Miss Kelly could have 
included up to date information on Dr. 
Shungu's present work. 

Miss Kelly gives insight into how a society 
develops as the outside world pressurizes it. 
Particularly helpful are her insights into the 
steps, both baby and giant, which girls and 
women have made in these developing 
years. The contribution of the church to this 
progress is relevant. 

The book does not attempt to interpret the 

political scene but it presents a pos1t1ve 
evaluation of those changes which take 
place within the church as several genera
tions of Christians develop and give strong 
leadership in all areas where missionaries 
only used to have positions of authority. 

Miss Kelly's extensive use of materials 
written at the time the events spoken of 
were taking place gives a personal validity 
to the book. United Methodist Women's 
groups wi ll definitely want to be aware of 
the development of work among girls and 
women . 

Ample vintage pictures illustrate the 
book. A companion book of progress from 
1977-1980 conceivably could use more 
up-to-date photographs. A future history of 
the ch urch in Zaire might result as the 
Centennial year of mission work in Zaire is 
ce lebrated in 1978. 

Patricia Rothrock 
Ms. Rothrock is executive secretary in the 
Africa office of the World Division, BOCM, 
and a former missionary in Zaire. 

TURNING EAST, The Promise and Peril of 
the New Orientalism, by Harvey Cox. New 
York, 1977: Simon and Schuster, 192 
pages, $8.95 . 
SUN MYUNG MOON AND THE UNIFI
CATION CHURCH, by Frederick Sontag. 
Nashville, 1977: Abingdon Press 224 
pages, $8.95. 

Probably no religious development on 
the American scene in the last decade has 
received more attention and less under
standing than the flourishing of eastern 
cu lts, both those stemming directly from the 
great religions such as Buddhism and 
Hinduism and the new quasi-Christian 
groups such the followers of Sun Myung 
Moon. Each of these books attempts in quite 
different ways to deepen understanding. 
The methods are quite different, and so is 
the result. 

Harvey Cox has devoted his writing 
career to serv ing as a bridge between 
contemporary forms of culture and ·Chris
tianity. Everything from secularism to Esa
len, from dialogue with Marxists to medita
tion , he has tried to approach openly and to 
digest spiritually. This has led to charges of 
trendiness and abandonment of traditional 
Christianity by his critics. One does not 
have to agree with these charges to admit to 
a certain unevenness in his work. Happily, 
this examinati on of the appeal of the " new 
orientalism" is one of his more successful 
books . 

Like many of us, Professor Cox was 
visited by eager young disciples of one of 
these groups (in his case, Hare Krishna) and 
wondered what made them tick. Unlike 
most of us, he decided seriously to find out. 
He began as a disinterested researcher, 
became progressively more involved (par
ticularly w ith Tantric Buddhism) in medita
tion , and finally tried to sort out the va lues 
and perils of the oriental religions for a 
westerner. 

This approach, and Dr. Cox's open 
personality, guaranteed a warm and sym-
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pathetic understanding of these religious 
groups. It is particularly interesting, there
fore, that in the end he returns to a fair ly 
orthodox Christianity. While affirming the 
needs which he believes draws Americans 
to these groups, he finds them basically 
unsatisfactory in a western context and 
believes that only a contemporary form of 
Christian spi ritual ity will prove adequate. 
Returning to earlier themes of his, he ca lls 
for a spiritua lity of the secu lar drawing on 
the insights of such modern s as Bonhoeffer, 
Simone Weil, Dorothy Day, Camillo Torres 
and Martin Luther King. 

That is a very mixed bag of insights and 
Dr. Cox's suggestions here are far too 
sketchy to be more than suggestive. But his 
descripti on and analysis of the Eastern cults 
are interestingly written and reasoned. Any
one seriously interested in contemporary 
spirituality should find this book useful. 

Frederick Sontag's book on Moon and the 
Unification Church is altogether a more 
problematic work. He is professor of 
philosophy at Pomona College and the 
author of nearly a dozen books on 
philosophy and theology. His approach , 
that of sympathetic inquiry, is somewhat 
similar to that of Cox. He had the coopera
tion of officials of the Unification ~hurch, 
including a nine-hour interview with Moon 
himself. Yet the result is a curiously unsatis
fying book. 

The mystery begins with a "publisher's 
preface" at the beginning, which is such 
faint prai se that it almost sounds as if the 
publisher is disavowing his own book. 

The first half of the book is no improve
ment. Professor Sontag adopts a defensive 
tone throughout. This, coupled with simple, 
unexamined reporting of statements by 
members of the Church, lead to uneasy 
suspicions that the author has taken on a 
task he is unequipped to do. 

Finally, on page 97, the book moves into 
more substantive matters and the last half of 
the volume is a great improvement. 

Basically, the difficulty here is one of 
stance and tone. Sontag is sympathetic with 
much about the group, questions some 

. things and seems to be unable to take a 
critica l stance to evaluate objectively. By 
taking the aeprogrammers as the standard of 
criti cism of Moon, he evades the more 
substantive questions. When they are ap
proached, his attitude is ambivalent. Thus 
he admits (what certainly cannot be denied) 
that the group is heretical in terms · of 
Christian doctr ine but brushes this aside as 
unimportant. On points of fact, as an 
investigative reporter, he chooses not to 
jeopardize his good relationships by pursu
ing hard questions. His description of 
Moon's relationship with the South Korean 
government and of his business relation
ships leave much to be desired, for instance. 

As I said, an odd and unsatisfying book. 
Anyone interested in the Unification 
Church probably needs to read it but 
anyone seriously interested needs to read 
many other things as well. A.J.M . 
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CRITICISM OF GANDHI'S RULE 
HELPED INDIAN CHURCH LEADERS 

Church leaders in India, chafi ng under 
the "emergency" mandate of former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi , received "support 
and strength " from actions of ecumenica l 
and internati onal bodies, according to the 
concluding statement of a consultati on in 
Cochin, Indi a, on the recent Indian experi 
ence for Asian churches. 

The consultation, sponsored by th e Chri s
tian Conference of As ia, th e Christi an 
Institute for th e Study of Religion and 
Society (Banga lore) and the World Council 
of Churches, concluded that the support of 
organizations like the World Council , the 
Christian Conference and Amnesty Interna
tional , "encouraged action groups within 
the country (India) to take a bolder stand ." 

The statement from the consultation 
stressed that there should be an even 
stronger link than at present between inter
national bodies and groups "struggling for 
justice and freedom within India." Th is 
need was seen, si nce during the emergency, 
"some church leadership was ei ther sil ent 
or ca me out on the side of the authoritari an 
regime," th e statement said . 

Speakers at the consultation included M . 
M. Thomas, former moderator of the World 
Council of Churches Central Committee, 
and Ninan Koshy of the WCC Commission 
on International Affairs . Mr. Koshy sa id that 
the authoritarian reg ime was encouraged by 
some Western interests, the Soviet Union 
and powerful institutions like the World 
Bank. 

Prior to the consultation George Ferades, 
Indian Minister of Industri es, also expressed 
apprec iation to the international organiza
tions like the World Council. " We became 
aware then that all around the world , 
people were campaigning and peop le were 
concerned- it gave us tremendous encour
agement," he sa id . He singl ed out Dr. 
Thom as for his contribution " in the struggle 
for human ri ghts in India." 

LATEST UGANDAN SETBACK: 
ALL BUT 3 CHURCHES BANNED 

An official of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches has sa id it was " not surpri si ng" to 
learn of Uganda's ban of all but three 
Christian Churches, announced Sept. 20. 

The spokesman sa id, " Pres ident Amin 
feel s threatened by the church as a whole 
because it is the only organi zation in the 

Anglican Bishop Yona Okoth, above, w ho 
fled from Uganda in February fo llowing the 
slaying of Archbishop Janani Luw um, now 
lives with his fami ly in the Middleburg, Va . 
area . He says that he and his family have 

Hunger is not new. United Meth
odist respon se to hunger is not new. We 
have long shown a concern for the hun
gry of the world . But emergency assis
tan ce is not enough. The basic causes of 
hung er must be eliminated . Intensified 
action to combat world hunger is 
one of the Miss ional Priorities of 
the United Methodist Church . 

For more information on the 
Missional Priority Fund write to : 

been overwhelmed by the kindness and 
generosity of their new neighbors . " It makes 
me feel humble," he sa id. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Virginia has 
given asylum to Bishop Okoth, his wife and 
six of their children . Six other children, four 
of whom were adopted, remain in Uganda. 
Their safety is a source of great concern for 
the bishop . 

country that can provide form idable opposi
tion to him." 

According to the Ugandan governm ent 
announcement, the onl y Christian denomi
nations that w ill be legally permitted are the 
Ch urch of Uganda (Angli can) , the Roman 
Catholic Church, and the Ugandan Or
thodox Church. 

The Rev. David Barrett, an Anglican 
missionary in Nairobi , asserted that " Presi 
dent Am in would like to get at the Roman 
Catho li cs as well , but as they are 30 percent 
of the popu lation of Uganda the idea of 
banning them is ridi cu lous. " 

Major Stella Bywaters, director of the 
Sa lvation Army in Uganda, said, " The 
banning may not happen. We shall wait and 

Support of the Missi onal Prio rity 
Fund of the United Methodist Church will 
help: provide direct hunger relief and 
fight its causes • cultivate Christ ian life-
styles • change food production and dis
tribution pol icies • stimulate training and 

research on world hunger. Your 
gifts will help people live to

day. Your gifts will help peo
ple live better tomorrow. 

United Methodist Communicati ons 
1200 Davis St.• Evanston • ILL 602 
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pray." She and other representatives of 
groups on the banned l ist said they had not 
been forma lly notified of their being out
lawed . 

In announci ng the bans, the Ugandan 
M inistry of Internal Affairs sa id that " as is a 
well -known fact in the Repu bl ic of Uganda, 
freedom of worship as embodied in the 
constitution is guaranteed th rough the fo l
lowi ng recognized religions: the Church of 
Uganda, Islam, Roman Catholicism, and 
Ugandan Orthodox Church." 

However, the announcement continued, 
" it has been observed that the acti vities of 
organizations and sects which have in the 
past been tolerated are not conducive to the 
security, peace, and welfare of Uganda." 
. It named the fo llowing bodies as being 

banned in Uganda: Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, Salvation Army, Deliverance 

Church, Uganda Association of Evangeli
ca ls, Afri ca n Orthodox Autonomous 
Church, Afri can Church, Church of the 
M ess iah, Apostles Church of Christ Jesus of 
Uganda, African Church of the Holy Spiri t, 
Propagation of Judaism. 

A lso, Redeemed Church of Christ, Every 
Home Evangelism Church, Afri can Divine 
Church of Uganda, Holy Ghost Church of 
East Afr ica, African Israe l Church of 
Uganda, Apostl es Fa ith of East Afr ica, 
Worldwide Miracles Church, Church of 
Christ in Afr ica, Full Gospel Church of 
Kenya and Uganda, Religion of the Sp iri t 
Church, and International Fellowship fo r 
Christ. 

In 1975 , Pres ident Amin, a M usl im, 
banned the Ahmadi yya sect of Islam " be
cause it is a po litica l sect and brings 
confusion to Islam." 

IL~@irlllinllli~ 1c(G) 
Make Change 

Christian love and concern are important ingredients in children 's lives when change 
is going on all about them. Between 200 and 300 children a year receive such love 
and concern at St. Paul United Methodist School , Tampa , Fla . o St. Paul School 
was started in 1944 to serve children of the Latin-American community of Tampa . 
Over the years the neighborhood has changed and the school . with cla ss es and 
day-care services for pre-schoolers through sixth-graders. now has an 80 percent 
black enrollment. o Children of different racial and ethn ic groups learn to study 
and play together at St. Pau l United Methodist School and parents are learning that 
people from different cultures can live and work together in a changing urban area. 
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IF YOU MOVE . . .. 
Please be sure to send us directly a 

change of address notice with both your 
old and new add ress. The Post Office 
charges us $.25 for each magaz ine 
delivered to an incorrect address. Our 
latest bi ll was $14.50. You can obtai n 
convenient change of add ress cards at 
your local Post Office. 

CHRISTIAN-FOUNDED CENTER 
MEETS JAPAN WOMEN 'S NEEDS 

Socia l serv ice institu tions remain less 
developed in Japan than in the U .S. Chri s
tians have played a prominent role in 
developing soc ial services. 

A pioneer in this work is Mrs. Kikuta, 
founder of the Naomi home and day care 
center. W hen she began the center 23 years 
ago, it served mostl y w idows. Today it helps 
divorced or unmarr ied mothers predomi
nantly, refl ecting the changes taking place 
in Japan si nce Worl d War II. 

The story of Mrs. Ki kuta is told by Kamiya 
Fumi ko, a vo lun teer at the home, in a recent 
issue of the Japan Christian Activ ity News. 

M rs. Kikuta was widowed and left wi th 
three small chi ldren during the Second 
World War. To make a liv ing she opened a 
dressmaker shop, hiring only w idows like 
herse lf w ho could find no work. 

" Employers would never consider hiring 
a w idow, espec iall y one w ith small chil
dren," w rites M s. Kamiya, " because they 
usuall y had neither places to I ive nor 
anyone to take care of their children w hile 
they worked, or when their children were 
ill . 

" It was thi s impossible situati on for 
widows w hich caused Mrs. Kikuta to dream 

United Methodist Bishop Bennie 0 . 
Warner, right, was elected Vice President of 
Liberia on O ctober 4 and installed late in 
th e month . He was nominated for the 
position by President Wi ll iam R. To lbert, 
left, who met w ith th e bishop to pra y over 
the problem of finding a Vice President and 
then asked him if he would accept the 
position . Bishop Warner intends to retain 
his episcopa l pos ition in the Church but 
turn over his sa lary to a fund for pastors. 



A CONTRIBUTION 
ISN'T ALWAYS 
A DONATION 

Sometimes itS a wise decision 
All investment programs support something! The 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
supports your Church. Today, people are turning to 
the church. Looking for new alternatives. New 
hope. New life . 

The church must always flourish . But to 
develop, many local United Methodist churches 
need first mortgage loans. And they' re turning to 
the UMDF-a Fund representing thousands of 
very special people ... investing in tomorrow
today. The UMDF. . . your investment Fund ... 
holds assets in the millions and pays interest 
semi-annually. The UMDF. It's a fund with a perfect 
loans repayment record , supervised by 21 leading 
members of The United Methodist Church . 

Join our quiet crusade. Create a savings 
reserve , education fund , retirement income, or 
build an estate. Your investment will do double 
duty. Surely, it's a common sense contribution 
... and a wise decision. 

Send now for complete details on UMDF' s 
rewarding way to share-without actually 
spending. Mail coupon to: R. E. Spoor, Jr., 
executive secretary, THE UNITED METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT FUND, Room 303, 
475 Riverside Drive , New York, N.Y. 10027. 
Or. call (212) 678-6071. 

Our Investors Include: 

• Individuals 
•Churches and unions 
• Hospitals and homes 
• Schools and universities 
• General Board of Pensions 
• Annual Conferences 
• Board of Global Ministries and Divisions 
• Conference Pension Funds 
• Boards and organizations 

of The United Methodist Church 
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of building a home and day care center. She 
knew from personal experience the dire 
need for such a place. " The home opened 
in 1954 and now cares for 160 children. 

" But Naomi is not an ordinary institu
tion," Ms. Kam iya relates. " Because of Mrs. 
Kikuta 's magnetic Chri stian personality, it is 
a different kind of home and day care 
center, providing exceptionally long hours 
of chi ld care and a Saturday afternoon 
nurturing program." 

CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS 
MEET IN THE PHILIPPINES 

A group of Muslims and Christians are 
worki ng to heal the wounds of their pro
longed and cost ly conflict in the southern 
Phil ippines. 

So reports the Christian Conference of 
Asia News in its September issue. 
Ecumenism is a prime concern of the CCA, 
which took as theme for its recent gather
ing,"Jesus Christ in Asian Suffering and 
Hope" (see articles this issue). 

As part of a Muslim-Christian Reconci lia
tion Program, the National Council of 
Churches in the Philippines recently invited 
a group of 12 involved Muslims and 
Christians to meet at Midsayap in North 
Cotabato, according to the CCA News. 
Major recommendations included 
"action-oriented research on the labelled 
Muslim-Christian Conflict" and formation 
of an inter-religious body to coord inate the 
work of the reconciliation program. 

Noteworthy about the meeting was a 
liturgical celebration in which the inter
religious working group participated. The 

Quality. 
We sew it 

into everything! 
Choir Robes: Only fine quality 
and easy-care fabrics in attractive 
colors are selected. Styles are 
kept up-to-date. 
Pu/pit Robes: All Collegiate pulpit 
apparel is carefully tailored with 
features that ministers prefer. 
Illustrated catalogs will be sent 
without obligation . Write us. 

Champaign, Ill. 61820/ 1000 N. Market 
Long Island City, N.Y. 11101 / 32·50 Hunterspoint Ave. 
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Oklahoma City, Okla. 73100/ 801 N. Western Ave. 
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note paper in Qua n t ity. 
Write for free informa
t ion . DBl'T. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox . Virginia 24522 

READY FOR COMMISSION /NC 
Marti Zimmerman, left, and Kris Eppler, two miss ionary interns undergoing training. 

Eighteen missionary interns were among the approximately 40 United Methodist missionaries 
commiss ioned during the Board of Global Ministries meeting in Atlanta Oct. 7 4-22 . 

fol lowing prayer was used at the celebra
tion: 

Lord, there are many such, 
Dwelling in narrow resentments, 
Embittered by wrongs that others have 

inflicted, 
Confined to harsh enmities, 
Imprisoned in spi rit by despair at evi l deeds, 
Drained of hope and bereft of peace, 
Left to great hatred in thi s world . 

Have mercy, good Lord, upon all these 
Whose world, through human malice, 
Despairs of human kindness. 

Judge and turn their oppressors. 
Release again, for the fearful , 
The springs of trust and goodness. 
Give them liberty of heart 
The liberty of those who leave room 
For the judgement of God. 

Enlarge our hearts, 0 God, 
That we may do battle against evil 
And bear the sorrows of the weary, 
And seek and serve thy will. 

Great art thou, 0 Lord . 
There is nought that is a match for thee. 

Amen . 
0 my Lord, enlarge my heart. 

Surah of Ta Ha, v. 26 

FIVE REGIONS Will UTILIZE 
MISSIONARY "INTERPRETERS" 

Seven United Methodist missionaries 
home on fur lough for a year wi ll be lodged 
in the denomination 's five U.S. jurisdictions 
as " mission interpreters in residence." 

For the next year they will interpret the 
Board of Global Ministries, suggest how to 
make mission come alive in local churches 
and answer local church members' ques
tions. A major task wil l be to help confer
ences and districts get mission interpreters 
for such things as mission saturation events 
and pastor/staff dialogues. 

The seven persons are: North Central 
Jurisdiction-Mrs. Susan D. Messenger, 
based in Muncie, Ind .; Southeastern 
Jurisdiction-the Rev. and Mrs. Lyle H . 
Powell Jr., based in Decatur, Ga.; South 
Central Jurisdiction-Mr. and Mrs. C. Stan
ley Maugh lin, late of Zaire and now in 
Newton, Kan .; and Western Jurisdic
tion-Mr. and Mrs. Ned Walter, residing in 
Berkeley, Calif. The Northeastern Jurisdic
tion person is still to be named. 

~ 
~ 

The December issue of New World Outlook will carry a meditation on Christmas by 
a loca l pastor, an article entitled " How Old Was Joseph?" and a feature on Christmas 
in the West Indies. 

Also in thi s issue will be articles looking at the state of the church in the U.S.A., at 
Palestinian Christians and at a farming commu nity church which is renewing itself. 
US-2's and a black community developer are the focuses of two pieces; Letters from 
Overseas give glimpses of miss ionary life overseas. The eighth in the series of 
Directions in National Mission exam ines so lar energy use and the church. 
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Keep up 
with 
the times ... 

with the United Methodist 
Calendar and Workbook for 1978. 

A convenient day-by-day calendar for record
ing appointments, reminders, and plans for 
each week's services. Includes Days of the 
Christian Year and other observances printed 
in the squares for the respective days. 

You'll also receive the lectionary for public 
worship1 special days and liturgical colors, 
and other information related to United 
Methodists. 

Order your 1978 Calendar and Workbook 
today, and always be able to keep up with the 
times-whatever they are. 

·-------------------------· I Please send me: I 
1 #A01-43302X U.M. Calendar and 1 
I Workbook for 1978 4.95 ea. 1 
I I 
I SENDTO I 

(Print or type) I Address I 
I City State Ip I 

O Payment Enclosed O Open an Account 

I o Charge my Cokesbury Account Number____ I 
I Add ta x where applicable . Transportation extra. N WO_ 11- 7 I 

--------------------------~ Order lrom tlte Colcesbury Rerionaf Serwice Center serving your area: 

1910 Main Street Fifth and Groce Stree ts 1661 North Nor th west Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Va. 23261 Pork Ridge, Ill . 60068 

1600 Queen Anne Road 201 Eigh th Ave nue, South 85 McAll ister Street 
Teaneck, N.J . 07666 Nashville, Te nn. 37202 Son Francisco, Calif. 94102 



Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible Deluxe Edition 

The only original, complete Strong's is now 
available in a deluxe edition. Features 2 new 
bookmarks and is in an attractive slipcase. $29. 95 

Bah! Humbug? 
written and illustrated by Loma Balian 

Little Margie believes in Santa Claus but her big 
brother doesn't. Sooo ... as a way of proving that 
he's right, Arthur forces little Margie to stay awake 
with him on Christmas Eve so they can catch that 
big fat humbug-Santa. Charming three-color 
illustrations. Ages 5-8. $7.95 

Abingdon Bible Handbook 
by Edward P. Blair 

One volume covers it all-The Bible Today, 
The Bible in History, The Bible and Faith and Life. 
This up-to-the-minute resource lets you be your 
own interpreter. Includes a 16-page color insert. 
$15.95 

Letters to Karen 
by Charlie W. Shedd 

New gift edition. An achievement in 
prose-unforgettable letters written by a father to 
his newly engaged daughter.Condensed in 
Readers Digest. Beautifully bound and gift boxed 
$8.95 ' 

The Will of God 
by Leslie D. Weatherhead 

A famous minister-author discusses three 
aspects of the will of God and how we may discern 
His will for our lives. Special gift edition. $3.95 

Christmas Crafts for Everyone 
by Evelyn Coskey, illustrated by Roy 
Wallace 

This book shows how to make Advent wreaths, 
European or American-style creches, colorful 
sugar cookies, old-fashioned gingerbread houses, 
and much more. Includes step-by-step craft 
directions supplemented by line drawings, a 
calendar explaining the special days between 

Advent and Epiphany, plus a history of the 
Christmas celebration. Index. Bibliography. $8.95 

Bless This Desk 
by Ken Thompson 

Down-to-earth prayers, written for the 9-to-5 
businessman, realistically reflect the problems and 
temptations which he encounters daily. 
Challenges the reader to make Christianity a part 
of daily business practices. $3.95 

The Mature Heart 
by Helen B. Emmons 

Provides spiritual refreshment and enrichment 
for every day in 150 heartwarming and 
challenging meditations. The author shows how to 
face life with courage and radiant hope for the 
future. Large, easy-to-read print. $6.95 

The Good Times Songbook 
by James Leisy 

A collection of 160 songs for every occasion 
with vocal and accompanist's scores. Leader's 
edition, cloth, $14.95. Singer's edition, paper 
$1.95 ' 

The Trees of Christmas 
Twenty-three sections discuss traditional and 

contemporary Christmas trees. Each section is 
introduced by a full-page color photograph. 
Step-by-step directions and over two hundred 
drawings serve as a guide for all handmade 
decorations. Boxed, $8. 95 


