


01110 
New Series Vol. XXXVll No. 5 • Whole Series Vol. LXVll No. 1 • January 1977 

3 
7 
8 

14 
18 
23 
25 
32 
36 
38 
39 

Mission Memo 
Editorials 
A Visit to the Phanar 
Restless for Unity 
In Nigeria , Religious Maturity Crows 
In Malaysian City, Christians Act Together 
Whatever Happened To ... ? 
What Is Church Development and Renewal? 
Labor Evangelism in Hong Kong 
Letter from Brazil 
Directions in National Mission-I: The Ethnic 

Charles E. Brewster 
Tracy Early 

Dean S. Gilliland 
James T. Reuteler 

Ell iott Wright 
Malcolm J. McVeigh 

Ellen Clark 
Duncan A. Re iley 

Minority Church 
Nega il R. Riley 

43 Books 
44 Letters 
45 The Moving Finger Writes 
47 Index to 1976 New World Outlook 

COVER 
Vi!lage near Bambur, Nigeria 

John Coodwin Photograph 

Editor, Arthur J. Moore ; Managing Editor, Charles E. Brewster 
Associate Editor, Ellen Clark; Art Director, Roger C. Sadler 

Designer, Karen Tureck ; Administratin Assistant, Florence J. Mitchell 

475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 
Published Monthly (bimonthly, July-August) by the Board of Clobal Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church, Education and Cultivation Division , in association with the United Presby· 
terian Church , USA. 

Second-class Mail Privileges Authorized at New York , N.Y. Additional Entry at Nashville, 
Tennessee. Copyright 1977 by Board of Clobal .Ministries of the United Methodist Church. No 
part of New World Outlook may be reproduced in any form without written permission from 
Editors. Printed in U.S.A. 

Subscriptions in the United States and Possessions, Argentina, Bolivia , Brazil, Chile, Costa 
Rica , Cuba , Mexico, Peru, Uruguay: One year $4.00 (combination with response, $7 .00). 
Single copies 50 cents. Canada: one year $4.25 (combination $8.00 ) . All other foreign 
countries: One year $5.00 (combination $9.00l. 

Report any change of address directly to New World Outlook rather than to the Post Office. 
With your new address be sure to send also the old address , enclosing if possible an address 
label from a recent copy. A request for change of address must reach us at least thirty days 
before the date of issue with which it is to take effect. 

New World Outlook editorials and unsigned articles reflect the views of the editors and 
signed articles the views of the authors only. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
Pp. 8 , 10, 11 , 12, 30, John P. Taylor, W orld Council of Churches; P. 13 , Charles E. Brewster ; 
Pp. 15, 16, Archie Ham ilton , Board of Globa l Ministri es ; Pp. 18, 20, 21 , 22, 32, 33 , John 
Goodwin ; Pp. 24, 37 , El len Clark; P. 25 , Diana Davies; Pp. 26 , 29, Religious News Service; 
P. 27 (bottom ) Nash Basom, Delta Minist ry ; P. 27 (top ) 28 , 40, 42 , Toge Fujih ira; P. 31 
(bottom ) World Outlook ; P. 34, Ken Thompson. 



MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

January, 1977 

Grain Belt Consultation. The United Methodist Church must 11move now 11 to bring 
its reso.urces to bear on the 11 agonizing long-range problem 11 of world and domes
tic hunger. Thus agreed 300 church members from 24 grain-producing states who 
attended a consultation Dec. 1-4 in Overland Park, Kans. The group, two-thirds 
farm people and one-third clergy, were brought together by the Council of Bish
ops and the Board of Global Ministries. In a provocative keynote address, Dr. 
C. Dean Freudenberger, former agricultural missionary to Africa, suggested a 
just, sustainable society meant that 11 whatever I do to organize and use life to 
sustain myself can be done by everyone everywhere forever . 11 Participants 
failed to agree on such issues as current practices of all-out grain production 
vs. enforced conservation; the advisability of sending vast quantities of food 
overseas to feed the hungry when this may discourage se1f-reliance and prompt 
some nations to produce cash crops for export while their own people go hungry; 
the importance of farm organizations cooperating on legislation vs. the desir
ability of several farm organizations working at different purposes. But par
ticipants welcomed the sharing of ideas and f rank forum. Almost eve~y annual 
conference representated at the consultation decided to duplicate the Grainbelt 
Consultation in its own area. 

Korea Consultation . The 43 delegates to an international consultat ion in 
Seoul in December affirmed that 11 human rights and rational security are not 
mutually exclusive; they are mutually reinforcing. 11 The gathering was co-spon
sored by the Korean National Council of Churches and the Chr istian Conference 
of Asia in cooperation with a unit of the World Council of Churches. Lee Oo 
Chung, president of Korean Church Women United and one of 22 Korean participants, 
said that she and other Korean Christian activists had become weary in their 
struggle for democracy but felt encouraged again by the consultation . Many of 
the Korean delegates were surprised to learn of the alleged bribes by Korean 
government officials to members of the U.S. Congress . Peggy Billings, UM 
Women's Division staffer who took part, said any backlash from the scandal 
should be directed against Congressmen who champion the cause of t he Korean 
government, ''not those who champion the cause of the Korean people . 11 

Relief in Turkey. The United Methodist Committee on Rel i ef (UMCOR ) has appeal
ed for $200,000 to assist survivors of the earthquake which struc k eastern Tur
key in late November. In the aftermath of the quake, which killed 3,600 , in
jured 8,000 and left more than 51 ,000 homeless, governments and voluntary 
agencies rushed relief supplies to the mountainous quake area . UMCOR ha s had 



rural development work there for three years so it is equipped to carry out re
habilitation ahd reconstruction work, an area in which church agencies have been 
asked to help. 

African Refug~es. Independence struggles and military regimes in half the 45 
African nations have increased the number of African refugees to nearly a mil
lion, according to Dr. Harry J. Haines, associate general secretary of UMCOR, 
who has just returned from a seven-nation tour of UMCOR projects. 11 As refugees 
from the new nations of Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and Angola are repatriated, 
new refugees crbwd the African highways from Burundi, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Sudan, Uganda and Zaire, 11 he says. "Added to these are new refugees from South 
Africa, Rhodesia and Angola. 11 Angolan refugees in Zaire are destitute, accord
ing to an Angolan Methodist district superintendent. UMCOR has provided some 
funds for their medical care and clothing. 

Kyodan Assembly Actions. The General Assembly of the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (Kyodan) has urged South Korean President Park Chung Hee to immediately 
release the 18 Christians who were convicted of anti-government protest activity 
in August. It al so expressed regret at Japanese policies which impede "the 
growth of democracy and the economic independence" of South Korea. In another 
development, the biennial Kyodan assembly approved 84 candidates for ordination 
and 100 fo~ licensing--the first assembly since 1968 to endorse ministerial can
didates. No ordinations have taken place in the Kyodan for eight years due to 
student protests at some seminaries, which led to a dispute over the denomina
tion1s structures and theology. 

Ecumenical Briefs. The United Presbyterian Church has finalized budget cuts 
of more than 10 percent for 1977. Twenty-one persons in national agencies will 
lose their jobs and 73 unfilled staff positions will be abolished. None of the 
403 UPC missionaries will be recalled but those who retire or resign in 1977 
will not be replaced .... Bread for the World, the Christian anti-hunger lobby, 
has lauhched a letter-writing campaign to persuade Congress to legislate a na
tional food reserve program .... A Brazilian Roman Catholic archbishop has been 
given personal assurances by President Ernesto Geisel that the country's armed 
forces and police have been forbidden to use torture on political prisoners .... 
Nearly 250 Episcopalians including more than a dozen bishops have signed a 
covenant that they will not accept the ministry of the female priests author
ized by the September Episcopal General Convention. Meanwhile the Anglican 
Primate of Canada says the Episcopal Church's decision to ordain women can have 
a creative impact upon relationships with the Roman Catholic and Eastern Ortho
dox Churches, which officially oppose women's ordination. 

New Filipino Bishop. The Philippines Central Conference of The United Method
ist Chu~ch has elected as bishop the Rev. Laverne Mercado, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches in the Philippines. The 54-year-old former 
Crusade Scholar and head of the Church's Christian education activities in the 
Philipp~nes was among 12 Christians who were arrested by the government in 1974. 
Bishop Paul L.A. Granados in, 51, elected to the episcopate ih 1968, was given a 
life term by the conference. 



Malaysia and Singapore Churches. The Methodist Church in Malaysia and Singa
pore has separated into two churches following national boundaries. The new 
Methodist Church of Malaysia, with 31 ,000 members, has elected as bishop the 
Rev. C. N. Fang, 51, for many years president of the Chinese Annual Conference. 
The ~0,000-member Methodist Church of Singapore has chosen as its episcopal 
leader the Rev . Kao Jih Chung, 56, who has pastored Chinese congregations 
throughout his career . Present for the dissolution of the joint church in No
vember and assisting at the organization of the two new churches and consecra
tion of their bishops in December was Bishop D. Frederick Wertz, president of 
the Board of Global Ministries. 

Ex ansions. Espanola Hospital in Espanola, New Mexico, is completing a 
64,000 addition and renovation for the X-ray department. The Spofford Home 

for Children in Kansas City, Missouri, has broken ground for a new facility for 
group and play therapy, classrooms for learning disability groups and three cot
tages to house 10 children each. 

Film Awards. Two films made with assistance from the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries have received Golden Eag l e Awards from CINE, the Council on 
Non-Theatrica 1 Events. "Second Chance: Sea" points to the need for cooperation 
through the Law of the Sea treaty to stop pollution of the oceans. "The People 
Called Methodistu spotlights Methodist activity in Bolivia, Sierra Leone, Sing
apore, Australia and the United States. 

Southern Africa. The Conference of the Methodist Church of South Africa has 
taken several steps to demonstrate its opposition to apartheid, including ap
pointing a black minister to the staff of a white congregation and an Indian to 
serve a coloured congregation and held a multiracial ordination service attend
ed by about 2,000 people. During that service, the first woman minister of the 
church was ordained. In other actions, the Conference began to replace circuit 
boundaries based on race with strictly geog raphical ones, set common minimum 
salary scales, and passed a number of statements attacking government policy in 
racial matters. 

In neighboring Rhodesia, Bishop Abel Muzorewa was greeted by more than 200,000 
cheering supporters when he returned from the Geneva Conference on transition 
to majority rule in Rhodesia. · The talks are now in recess. Also in Rhodesia, 
a Methodist minister and his wife were killed. Rhodesian security force head
quarters claimed that Rev. and Mrs. Elisha Kuwana were killed during "a fire 
fight with terrorists 11 but Bishop Muzorew~ said that they had been killed by 
the security forces. 

Northern Ireland. Nearly llO Americans and Canadians took part in a ''Journey 
of Reconciliation" to Ireland Nov. 28-Dec. 6, talking with a variety of commun
ity organizers and peace movement workers in both Northern Ireland and the Re
public and culminating in participation in a Peace March at the site of the 
Battle of the Boyne. The March, held at the scene of a historic battle between 
Catholics and Protestans in 1690, drew 15,000 people. U.S. Churches sending 
representatives included Roman Catholics, United Methodists, United Presbyter
ians, American Baptists. 



Church Growth in Korea. Five thousand persons attended a recent Methodist Na
tional Mission Assembly in Korea designed to mobilize church resources to 
achieve the goal of 5,000 churches and a million members by 1985, the centennial 
year of Protestant missions in Korea. A statement issued by the assembly re
pented a two-year-old split in the church and the church's failure to fulfill 
social and prophetic responsibilities, pledged to follow the mission theology 
and policies of t he ecumenical movement, and prayed that its sought-after 
growth would bring about "qualitative renewal of the Church" as well. United 
Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews of the Washington area has returned from 
Korea hailing the upsurge of religious interest there and calling for increased 
cooperation between the Korean Methodist Church and the United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries. 

New Principal in Fiji. Dr. Sione'Amanaki (John) Havea of Tonga has become the 
first Pacific islander to head the ecumenical Pacific Theological College in 
Suva, Fiji . He is a former president of the World Methodist Council, head of 
his own church, ex-chairman of the Pacific Conference of Churches and a Crusade 
Scholar. 

Job OpeninSs. The Office of Missionary Personnel, BOGM, is looking for people 
for two jo s. One is for a volunteer carpenter to complete the inside work on 
a warm-up shack for an ice skating rink in Nome, Alaska, and then for other 
maintenance needs related to Nome Community Center and the Teen Center Program . 
. . . The second is for a Secretary of Missionary Personnel "to give creative 
leadership in national recruitment for U.S. and international mission appoint
ments, in ethnic recruitment concerns, and in selecting most qualified persons 
for mission leadership." Qualifications needed include a graduate degree, 
ability to articulate theological, educational and church questions plus knowl
edge of United Methodist Church. Beginning salary range $14,800-18,500. 

Vietnam Food. More than 1300 tons of rice has been sent to Vietnam by four 
church and peace organizations and is expected to arrive there by January 10. 
The rice was sent in response to a report to the UN secretary general that Viet
nam will produce a million tons less rice than its population needs this year 
because defoliation and buried mines have made it impossible to cultivate 
large areas of land. The four groups cooperating in the purchase and shipment 
are Church World Service, Lutheran Horld Relief, Lutheran World Federation and 
Friendshipment. ' 

Death ~nd Dying. ':Prepare for your death. Only then will you begin to live", 
acc~rding to Dr .. Elisa~e~h Kubler-Ross. The expert on care of terminally ill 
patients and t heir families addressed more than 500 persons attending a confer
ence on The Value of Life in Dallas, Texas, in December. The conference was 
s~onsored by the .Texas Conference of Churches, whose current president is UM 
Bishop W. McFerr 1n Stowe. Dr. Kubler-Ross said that her experience had taught 
her that "It is not the patient's fear of death that is hard to deal with. It 
is your own fear. Listen to your patients. They have inner resources. They 
ca n change your values if you will let them. That is their gift to you. 11 
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EDITORIALSC!J . 
Unity and Hope 

The th me of the W ek 01 .t>rayer for 
hri tian nit for 1977, to be ob rv d 

January 1 -~5, i "this hop does not 
di appoint u ." The quotation is from 
Roman 5:5 in the Revised tandard 

er ion, ''Hope does not di appoint us, 
be au e od' love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit which 
ha b n given to us." 

In thinking abo1,.1t this theme and the 
ompl t ripture text suggested (Rom-

ans 5 : 1-5), we on fess to a preference 
for the ' Engli h Bible translation, 
' hi h read as follows: 

"Therefor , now that we have been 
ju ti1i d through faith , let us continue 
at pea with God through our Lord 
Te u Chri t, through whom we have 
be n allowed to enter the sphere of 
God' grace where we now stand. Let 
u exult in the hope of the divine 
plendor that is to be ours. More than 

thi : let us even exult in our present 
sufferincrs, because we know that suf
fering train u to endure, and endur
ance brings proof that we have stood 
the test, and this proof is th ground 
of hope. uch a hope is no mockery, 
because God's love has Hooded our in
mo t h art through the Holy Spirit he 
ha given us ." 

Thi is not only a grand and thrilling 
tatement of Christian themes about 

hope but it is also an accurate statement 
about the process toward Christian 
unity. It is a poignant sign of Christian 
hope itself that the theme and reading 
wa suggested by the Ecumenical Pas
toral Group of Lebanon. 

The prospects for Christian unity at 
the moment might seem a trifle too bleak 
for talk about exulting and hope and 
1976 wa not without its setbacks. The 
continuing and "videning division within 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
the attacks by French Archbishop Le
fevre on Vatican II , and the threats by 
ome members of The Episcopal Church 

to set up a "continuing Episcopal 
Church" in protest against the denomi
nation's decision to ordain women, are 
three notable examples of the continuing 
separations which threaten to divide 
Christians even more. 

onetheless, signs of hope do con
tinue. The kind of agreement on theo
logical issues reflected in one way by 
such talks as those between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Meth-

odist Council and in another way by the 
theological paper produced by the Con
sultation on Church Union in the United 
States is both solid in its lf and ground 
for future advance. We would also call 
attention to the Visible Unit y report 
produced in Great Britain and Ireland 
by the Churches' Unity Commission. 
This document is interesting because of 
the wide variety of churches represented 
( Baptists to Roman Catholic) and be
cause of ten propositions to which the 
churches were asked to respond and, if 
po sible, give their assent. These prop
ositions are worth study by all of us. 
They are: 

l. ~re reaffirm our belief that the 
visible unity in life and mission of all 
God' people is the will of God. 

2. We therefore declare our willing
ness to join in a covenant actively to 
seek that visible unity. 

3. We believe that this search re
quires action both locally and nation
ally. 

4. We agree to recognize, as from an 
accepted date, the communicant mem
bers in good standing of the other cove
nanting Churches as true members of the 
Body of Christ and welcome them to 
Holy Communion without condition. 

5. ~re agree that, as from an accepted 
date, initiation in the covenanting 
Churches shall be by mutually accepted 
rites. 

6. We agree to recognize, as from an 
accepted date, the ordained ministries 
of the other covenanting Churches, as 
true ministries of word and sacraments 
in the Holy Catholic Church, and we 
agree that all subsequent ordinations to 
the ministries of the covenanting 
Churches shall be according to a Com
mon Ordinal which will properly incor
porate the episcopal, presbyteral and 
lay roles in ordination. 

7. We agree within the fellowship of 
the covenanting Churches to respect the 
rights of conscience, and to continue to 
accord to all our members, such freedom 
of thought and action as is consistent 
with the visible unity of the Church. 

8. We agree to continue to give every 
possible encouragement to local ecu
menical projects and to develop meth
ods of decision making in common. 

9. We agree to explore such further 
steps as will be necessary to make more 
clearly visible the unity of all Christ's 
people. 

10. We agree to remain in close fel
lowship and consultation with all the 
Churches represented on the Churches' 
Unity Commission. 

Now, obviously, putting these prop
ositions to the churches does not mean 
that they will be agreed to . There are 
very clear difficulties here for Roman 
Catholics and many Anglicans as well as 
for some Baptists. Nonetheless, the chal
lenge has been put, and rightly so, and 
the burden of refutation is now upon the 
churches. 

One of the stresses we like in these 
propositions is the mixture of local ecu
menism and general church responsibil
ity. One of the painful lessons we have 
learned in this field is that unity cannot 
be superimposed from the top and pro
ceed from the general to the specific. 
One of the signs of hope is that in many 
places local ecumenism has outstripped 
the denominational kind and that local 
churches often want to go farther and 
faster than their governing bodies wish 
to permit. 

Nonetheless, any wise movement to
ward visible unity must include both 
levels . It is a temptation to those who 
see how slowly the institutional church 
moves to leave it behind to its bureau
cratic lethargy. Still, a spotty congrega
tion ~] unity is only another form of de
nominationalism and not necessarily 
much of an improvement is showing to 
the world the oneness of Christian be
lievers. 

It is here that the spiritual progres
sion described in Romans is our guide. 
"We know that suffering trains us to 
endure, and endurance brings us proof 
that we have stood the test, and this 
proof is the ground of hope." 

The Litany of Hope for the Week of 
Prayer puts this well in its conclusion : 

God's love fill s all our hearts 
With hope which is invincible. 
Lord, help us to hold fast this hope! 
We abide in faith's loyalty-
For God's loyalty is endless. 
We abide in hope's certitude-
For God's patience knows no bounds. 
We abide in hope's certitude-
For God's patience knows no bound . 
We abide in love's protection-
For God's goodness endures forever. 
Help us who are gathered here 
to hold fas t to unity. 
Help those who are gathered here 
to live in hope and love. Amen. 
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Managing Editor Charles E. Brewster travel s 
to the ancient seat of Eastern Orthodoxy and interviews its Patriarch 

A Wis1t to the ~hanar 

F or anyone with a certain 
amount of ·imagination a visit 

to Istanbul-in my case for the 
purpose of interviewing the Ecu
menical Patriarch, the head of 
Eastern Orthodoxy-is a feast of 
memorable proportions. Istanbul is 
no ordinary city. It is a city, in fact, 
which has not made up its mind 
whether it is western or eastern , and 
rightly so because it is the only city 
in the world to span two continents. 
It is a city which either as Istanbul 
or as Constantinople has been at 
the heart of an Empire probably 
longer than any other city in the 
world , and its rich museums testi
fy to the virtues of imperialism. 
Geographically, its Bosphorus and 
Golden Horn waterways entering 
into the Sea of Marmara add to the 
notion that this is a city of move
ment and mystery, a confluence of 
contradictions. At evening during 
Ramadan , a Muslim month of fast
ing, the streets are thronged with 
people, all in western dress (al
though the latest Paris fashions are 
not in evidence, the young people 
are often in jeans and lettered sweat
shirts) . The street signs are in Latin 
letters, not the Arabic script known 
now only by old men who went 
to school before Kemal Ataturk de
cided, a la Peter the Great, that 
his country had to have a western 
face. Stores are closed on Sunday, 
not Friday, even though this is an 
overwhelmingly Muslim country. 
But the eastern side also shows-in 
the number of mosques throughout 
the city, the individual entrepre
neurs on the sidewalks hawking 
everything from toothpaste to 
beads, the preference for tea in 
glasses, the argument that breaks 
out when a bus slightly brushes a 

Charles E. Brewster 

fifteen-year-old taxi and traffic is 
stopped for a mile, the necessity to 
bargain over taxi rates. This is 
either the East with a Western face, 
or vice-versa. In either case it has 
an aura of mystery for the western
er, and not simply because it is the 
terminus of the famed " Orient Ex
press" -Hercule Poirot and all 
that. 

In this east-west jumble, Chris
tianity, usually thought of as a 
Western religion, has its Eastern 
headquarters at what is known as the 
Fener, or Phanar. If such a name is 
less well known than , say, the Vati
can, that is a reflection on how little 
we . in the West know of Eastern 
Orthodoxy. The comparison with 
the Vatican, however, is not fully 
apt. The Patriarch of Constanti
nople (the city's name as capital of 
the Roman Empire before it was 
conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 
1453) is one of 14 patriarchs who 
head Orthodox Churches, and his 
jurisdiction extends only to the areas 
which do not have patriarchs and 
are directly related to him, such as 
the Greek Orthodox archdioceses 
of North and South America, Great 
Britain, West Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, etc. However, by tra
dition the Patriarch of Constanti
nople is thought of as primus inter 
pares, first among equals among his 
fellow patriarchs, and he alone has 
the title of Ecumenical Patriarch . If 
there is one voice for the approxi
mately 150 million Eastern Ortho
dox in the world today, it is the 
voice of the Ecumenical Patriarch . 

Physically, the Phanar has neither 
the majesty of the Vatican nor the 
functional · modernism of Geneva's 
World Council of Churches head
quarters. The entrance is on a side 
street in a nondescript section of 

the city. Chances are the taxi driver 
will not know exactly where it is. 
A large red and yellow Turkish flag 
hangs over the entrance and there 
is a Turkish doorman who admits 
visitors without much formality. To 
the left, as one goes in , is the sur
prisingly small cathedral , smaller 
than many Orthodox churches in 
the United States and without a 
dome (after victory in the fifteenth 
century the Ottomans decreed that 
only mosques could have domes) . 
To the right is a three-story office 
building, not new by any means 
but evidently adequate, certainly 
unpretentious and modest. One re
flects that these are the offices of 
the spiritual leader of that branch 
of Christianity which more than any 
other has known the meaning of 
centuries of persecution and of 
what it is to suffer for the sake of 
Christ as a minority in an alien cul
ture. For instance, under five cen
turies of Ottoman rule, 105 Patri
archs were driven from their throne, 
27 abdicated , six suffered violent 
deaths by hanging, poisoning or 
drownings, and only 21 died natu
ral deaths while in office. 

On my first visit, I met His Emi
nence Metropolitan Bartholemeos, 
who learned English at the World 
Council of Churches school at Bos
sey, Switzerland, and who served 
later as my translator, my New Tes
tament Greek being less than ade
quate for the job. Behind his desk 
was a picture of the 269th Ecumeni
cal Patriarch, His Holiness Deme
trios I. On the facing wall , a picture 
of Kemal Ataturk, the Father of 
modern Turkey. The window was 
open and through it came Turki sh 
voices from a tiny cafe on the street 
one floor below. It cannot be said 
that the Phanar is in splendid iso-
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" In tead of oral teaching, edification mu t come through vi ual symbol and 
picture ." 

"Orthodoxy's 
greatest link with 
Protestantism is 
its emphasis on 
the resurrection 

of Christ." 

lation from the world. 
The Patriarch's predecessor was 

the late Patriarch Athenagoras I, 
who spent 24 years in the United 
States, was accustomed to news 
conferences American style, and 
whose picture of his embrace with 
Pope Paul VI was one of the fa
mous photographs of the sixties. The 
new Patriarch speaks only Greek 
and Turkish, the situation of Ortho
doxy is in a number of re pects 
more delicate than it was in Athena
goras' time, and so the pattern is 
for journalists to submit a few writ
ten que tions, which are then tran -
lated into Greek for th Patriarch. 
His answers are written in Gr ek 
and then tran lated. The day b for 
I arrived a Lutheran editor from 
Germany had submitted hi qu -
t1ons, which would have to be 
translated into German. The pro
cess takes about nine days C rta1n 
areas of qu stions, such a politic , 
ar und r tood to b taboo 

The following da , a unda , I 
went again to the Phanar for the 
9 30 wor hip service at which the 
Patriarch would be pre nt Th r 
ar now I ss than 9,000 Gr k 
Orthodo in all of I tanbul so I wa 
pr par d for a mall turnout at th 
cath dral However, the 20 or o 
worsh1pp r who were not th 
not counting the eel brant th 

Iv and th touri t who cam 
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the end and took flash pictures, did 
seem a bit slim. The service was 
mostly sung, more or less antiphon
ally, by two sets of priests on either 
side in the front. The Patriarch was 
seated on a raised chair to the right. 
He descended from the chair sev
eral times during the service. I was 
able to catch a number of New Tes
tament phrases throughout, partic
ularly anastas de nekron, risen from 
the dead, a reminder that Ortho
doxy's greatest link with Protestant
ism is its emphasis on the Resurrec
tion of Christ. At one point a pri est 
whom I had met the day before 
and whose name was Father Ga
briel , ascended a pulpit that must 
have been 20 feet above the con
gregation. I had to peer through the 
glass chandeliers to spot him . 

There was no sermon, only a 
short blessing, and this was a re
minder of what Protestants find 
missing in Orthodox services. Cal
vi n's observation that worship is in
tended primarily for the glorifica
tion of God would be amply agreed 
to by our Orthodox brethren, but 
the rest of his remark, that it is 
intended secondarily for the edifica
tion of man would be given a differ
ent emphasis. Instead of oral teach
ing the edification must come 
through visual symbols and pic
tures. All around the cathedral at 
the Phanar was a series of pictures 

representing the story of salvation. 
However, there is reportedly more 
emphasis on sermons in Orthodox 
churches these days, perhaps as a 
result of ecumenical contact. Patri
arch Demetrios himself is described 
as a man with a pastor's heart who, 
according to the official biographi
cal sketch, offered "challenging and 
relevant sermons" at one of the 
churches he pastored before he be
came a bishop. 

Still, there was a sense of what 
Rudolph Otto called the mysterium 
tremendum et fascinans, the awe of 
the holy, particularly evident in the 
moment of the invocation of the 
Holy Spirit following the sung words 
of the institution of the Eucharist. 
And then the people came forward 
to receive the bread, a fairly large 
cube-shaped piece, from the hand 
of the Patriarch . 

Moments later, accompanied by 
Metropolitan Bartholemeos, I 
greeted the 62-year-old spiritual 
leader of world Orthodoxy in his 
modest third floor office. Behind him 
was a Byzantine style painting of 
Christ, his right hand raised and 
fingers posed in the blessing ac
cepted by Eastern Orthodox. On an
other wall, another picture of Ke
mal Ataturk. About 10 chairs lined 
two walls, evidently for meetings. 
Panagiotate, I said bowing, "Your 
All Holiness," Agape en Christo, 

Orthodox churches have long 
been active in the ecumenical 
movement. Here Patriarch 
Gregorios' predecessor, the late 
Athenagoras I, prays in the chapel 
of the World Council of Churches 
headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 
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" Love in Christ." Then through 
Metropolitan Bartholemeos I con
veyed greetings and best wishes for 
the forthcoming Orthodox confer
ence at Chambesy in Geneva, a 
preparation for the Great Council. 
The Patriarch responded warmly, 
saying that he was grateful for the 
concern and prayers of other 
churches, that we all have a unity 
in Christ despite our seeming dif
ferences, that the meeting at Cham
besy is of critical importance for 
Orthodoxy as it seeks to iron out 
internal problems. He wished to 
convey his own greetings to 
churches in America, because the 
United States, he said, stands for 
freedom throughout the world. Then 
someone brought in a tray with a 
small glass bowl in which was a 
white sugar custard type mixture, 
approximately the consistency of 
melted marshmallow and very sweet. 
I was given a teaspoon of it and told 
it was a symbol of hospitality and 
friendship. There was a glass of 
water to wash it down. 

I came away from our brief meet
ing aware at the same time of how 
much we do not know of each 
other. For if the East can learn from 
Western churches the significance of 
the social and horizontal dimen
sions of the Gospel , it is equally 
true that the West can learn from 
the East great lessons in spirituality 
and what it means to be faithful to 
Christ in the midst of adversity. • 

fln lnte[ulem 
mlth the-
ECUMEnlCflL 
IJflTRlflRCli 
DIMITRIU5 I 

Charles E. Brewster 

Your Holiness, as you look for
ward to the preconciliar meeting 
of the Great Council to be held at 
Chambesy in Geneva* what are your 
hopes and expectations? Why is this 
Council important for Orthodoxy 
and what should western churches 
be looking for in what happens at 
Chambesy? What are the critical 
themes? 

Our hopes and expectations con
cerning the forthcoming First Pre
conciliar Panorthodox Conference 
are those shared by the whole body 
of the Orthodox Church all over the 
world ; i.e., to make a good prepara
tion for the Great Synod of the 
Orthodox Church. 

The Great Synod is very important 
for the life of the Orthodox Church 
firstly because according to the ec
clesiology of our Church the Synod 
or the Council of the whole Church 
is its highest authority; secondly, 
because for many ages there has 
been no Ecumenical Council of the 
Church; and thirdly, because as the 
Orthodox Church we are eager to 
respond to two very vital demands 
of our times : to the demand of our 
faithful that the Church may in a 
more Christ-like way approach mod-

*The preconciliar meeting was in November, 
1976. 
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ern man and to the demand for 
Christian unity. 

We should think that our Chris
tian brothers belonging to other 
churches and confessions in the 
West are interested in the whole 
affair of the Great Synod of the 
Orthodox Church because our 
problems are also their own prob
lems and they want to know what 
Orthodoxy has to say. 

We do not think that there are 
special critical themes ; there is one 
main critical theme, the way in 
which the church will answer the 
previously mentioned two demands. 

Your Holiness, we know that there 
have been bilateral commissions be
tween the Orthodox Church and 
other churches, including the Roman 
Catholic, the Lutherans, the Angli
cans, and also with the non-Chal
cedonian churches. What is your 
hope that these churches will arrive 
at a mutual recognition of ministry 
and of the Eucharist? 

We are sorry, sir; we cannot 
patronize the theologians. We are 
waiting for the results of these dia
logues and the church accordingly 
will decide. 

Your Holiness, what must be done 
to arrive at a common agreement 
among the churches for the date for 
the celebration of Easter? Will this 

happen soon? 

As you may know, our Orthodox 
Church in relation to this matter has 
unanimously decided, and this de
cision has been announced during 
the Fifth General Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in Nai
robi , that the issue of the common 
ce leb ration of Easter ca n be dis
cussed and decided with other 
Christian Churches only after a 
common Panorthodox decision. 

What do you see are the major 
achievements of dialogue with other 
churches to date? How near are you 
to a union with the Old Catholic 
churches and the non-Chalcedonian 
churches? What are the major issues, 
from your point of view, in discus
sions with the Reformed Churches? 

The main and most important 
achievement of dialogue between 
the Orthodox Church and other 
Sister Christian Churches and Con
fessions is the fact that from a situa
tion of alienation we have come 
back to the status of Christian love 
and brotherhood . We wish to under
line this achievement because in the 
very root of Christian disunity lies 
the absence of Christian love. 

In relation to our dialog1,.1es with 
the Reformed Churches, of course 
the major issue is the ecclesiological. 

Your Holiness, if the Anglicans 
proceed to the ordination of women, 
what will this mean for dialogue 
with the Orthodox Church? Can you 
tell us why the Orthodox Church 
opposes ordination of women? 

As Ecumenical Patriarchate we 
have to give you a straight aHswer: 
If any Church being in theological 
dialogue with us proceeds to de
cisions of thi s kind without consulta
tion with us, it takes upon itself the 
responsibility against the promotion 
of Christian unity. 

As to the point why we are 
against the ordination of women, we 
have to say that in our Orthodox 
Church we have a high respect for 
women to the extent that the 
Apostle Paul has ordered us to 
respect them. 

Your Holiness, in the past there 
have been some criticisms from the 
Orthodox Church of the social em
phases of the World Council. On 
the occasion of the 25th anniversary 
of the Council you urged the Coun
cil not to forget "the basic truth 

that . . . man sees himself as hun
gering for an answer to a basic 
question over and beyond his acute 
interest in the most vital socio
political problems of today." Is the 
Council today addressing itself to 
that basic question? 

As you may know, our Ecumenica l 
Patriarchate is one of the founders 
of the WCC. The first rai son d 'etre 
of the wee according to the prin
cipals of our Patriarchate and , we 
believe, of the whole Orthodox 
Church, is the mission to promote 
Christian Unity, that is its vertical 
line. But our Orthodox Church is a 
Church for man, so we cannot 
underesti mate the concerns of the 
wee in socia l problems and mat
ters. But we are against the political 
implications of the wee and we fear 
that any political impli cation of 
wee may alienate it from its main 
mission, its service to Church unity, 
and make it a body among many 
others in the world serving horizon
tal aims. 

Anyway the position of the Ortho
dox Church on the policies of the 
wee is a matter to be discussed and 
decided upon in a Panorthodox 
Conference. 

How do you view the role cur
rently played by the Orthodox 
Church in the World Council of 
Churches? What is the relation be
tween that role and the role of the 
bilateral dialogues? 

The presence of the Orthodox 
Church in the WCC and its rol e are 
to give to this Council its ecumenici
ty. Without our Orthodox Church 
the WCC would only be a Counci l 
of various Protestant Churches and 
Confessions and nothing else, not 
a World Council of Churches and 
not an expression of the Ecumenical 
Movement. 

Here on this point we want to say 
that the plenitude of the expression 
of the Ecumenical Movement in the 
wee will be achieved when the 
Roman Catholic Church will join it. 

The bilateral dialogues are a very 
positive contribution to the Ecumen
ical Movement and to Christi an 
unity and as the Ecumenical Patriar
chate we want to keep the bilateral 
dialogues outside the patronage of 
the WCC. The only reason for this 
is to avoid giving the impression 
that the Council expresses and rep
resents a kind of super-ecclesia . • 
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RESTLESS 

In the 
National Council 

of Churches, 
Faith and Order 

Commission 
members 

examine questions 
of faith and 

church unity. 

W hen the governing board of 
the National Council of 
Churches meets in Cincin

nati in May, one feature of the 
program will be a commemoration 
of the SOth anniversary of a historic 
conference held in Lausanne, Swit
zerland . That conference formally 
launched the Faith and Order move
ment that worked for doctrinal unity 
among Christians, and in 1948 be
came part of the World Council of 
Churches. 

Cincinnati will offer an appro
priate location for the anniversary 
observance. It was there in 1910 
that Episcopal Bishop C. H. Brent, 
father o f the Faith and Order move
ment, reported to the General Con
vention of his church on the Edin
burgh Missionary Conference, and 
persuaded convention delegates to 

ITY 
Tracy Early 

issue a call for the gathering event
ually held at Lausanne in 1927. 

Despite the history related to this 
country, Faith and Order as a move
ment has played a relatively minor 
role in U.S. ecumenism, observes the 
secretary of the NCC Faith and 
Order Commission. 

This post is held by Jorge Lara
Braud, a native of Mexico and a 
theologically-trained layman of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern) . 
He came to the Commission in 
December 1972, which was the same 
time that the Dallas Assembly of the 
NCC was giving the Faith and Order 
Commission new prominence with
in a revised Council structure. At 
an earlier period , it formed part of 
the Division of Christian Unity, now 
dissolved, but the Commission now 
operates directly under the NCC 
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general secreta ry. 
" While Faith and Order was the 

more important strain in the forma
tion of the World Council of 
Churches," says Mr. Lara-Braud, 
" none of the consti tutent groups 
forming the Federal or National 
Councils of ·churches in the United 
States represented Faith and Order." 

Consequently, he says, people of 
the U.S. came into the ecumenical 
movement motivated primarily by a 
concern for pragmatic cooperation 
rather than the need for visible unity 
as seen by Faith and Order people. 
Only now is the position of Faith 
and Order becoming consolidated 
in U.S. ecumenism, he says. 

Wide Range of Churches 
One notable feature of the NCC's 

Faith and Order Commission is that 
it includes a much wider range of 
churches than its parent body. Al
though the Catholic Church has not 
chosen to join the NCC thus far, it 
has appointed representatives who 
serve as full members of the Faith 
and Order Commission . And al
though the Southern Baptist Con
vention, which as a whole remain s 
hostile to the type of ecumenism 
represented by the NCC, does not 
appoint members to the Commis
sion, a Southern Baptist agency rec
ommends individuals to the Com
mission . They participate then in its 
work on the basis of a Commission 
invitation. 

In addition to Catholics and 
Southern Baptists, the Commission 
includes representatives of the 
American Lutheran Church, Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, Christian 

Reformed Church and Church of 
God (Anderson , Ind .). Not every one 
of the 30 members of the NCC 
part1c1pates in the Commission, 
some of the smaller ones finding 
it impossible to take part in every
thing, but 18 of the major Protestant 
and Eastern Orthodox members are 
invo lved . A few other groups, such 
as Church Women United, have lia
ison personnel attend ing Commis
sion meetings. 

Once individuals arrive at the 
meetings, on w hatever basis, they 
become full participants, though 
only regular members vote on busi
ness matters. When the Commission 
began getting appea ls for advice on 
the Unifi cation Church led by Sun 
Myung Moon, it was one of th e 
Southern Baptist partic ipants, Prof. 
William L. Hendricks of Southwest
ern Bapti st Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas, who made the 
study used as a basis for the Com
miss ion's documented statement 
that Unification Church theology 
distorts Christian teaching. 

Fallacies in Moon Theology 

He analyzed the church 's basic 
doctrinal work, a book entitled 
Divine Principle and claiming for 
itself the status of a reve lation sent 
by God " to resolve the fundamental 
questions of life and the universe." 
Dr. Hendricks found the teaching 
there differed from " normative 
Christianity" at several points : 

-denying that Christ provides 
"complete and adequate salvation." 

-compromising monotheism by 
making Christ "a second god ." 

- presenting a deistic view of 
God. 

- containing a lega listic theology 
in w hich "grace and fo rgiveness 
play little part." 

- viewing man and hi s si n in an 
" extreme ly si mplistic" way. 

- fai ling to relate the Lord of the 
Second Advent to Jesus. 

In conclusion, Dr. Hendricks ex
pressed hope that "the Unification 
Church wi ll not seek any depen
dency on the Christian community 
which it distorts so completel y." 

Although the Faith and Order 
Commission dealt with the Unifica
tion Church from a theological 
standpoint, rather than considering 
matters such as its recruitment meth
ods or allegations regarding ties to 
the South Korean government, the 
study was undertaken not from an 
abstract doctrinal interest but in re
sponse to appeals from churches. 
They wanted help in coming to terms 
with this new movement, and the 
Commission responded. 

In recent years, Faith and Order 
has been going through a transition 
in its overall way of approaching 
issues, says Jeanne Audrey Powers, 
who currently serves as chairperson 
of the Commission . 

This change is not unique to the 
U.S., she says, but is part of an 
international shift that began with a 
1971 meeting of the WCC's Faith 
and Order Commission in Louvain , 
Belgium. 

Concern for Issues 

Whereas the approach to ques
ti ons in the past had tended toward 

People of the U.S. 
came into the 

ecumenical movement 
motivated primarily 

by a desire for 
pragmatic cooperation 

rather than the 
need for visible unity. 

-Jorge Lara-Braud. 
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Women members 
of the Commission 

now tend to be 
"self-conscious feminists" 

and their new 
perspectives bring 

"a conflict of priorities. " 

-Jeanne Audrey Powers 

the academic style, she says, partici
pants now began to seek a method 
of study that was more " contextual." 
By that, she means they related Faith 
and Order study more closely to 
issues facing the churches in their 
programs of ministry. 

In the ecumenical history of the 
twentieth century, Faith and Order 
developed as a separate stream 
parallel to the programs of coopera
tive service called Life and Work, 
or now often called Church and 
Society. Even after the two merged 
to form the wee in 1948, they re
tained separate identities. Now, Ms. 
Powers sees Faith and Order begin
ning to give more attention to the 
concerns of Life and Work, bringing 
the two aspects of the ecumenical 
movement into a process of cross
fertilization. 

As an example, she cites the world 
hunger crisis. When this issue moved 
recently to the forefront of church 
concern, the Faith and Order Com
mission began a process of theologi
cal and ethical reflection dealing 
with such related matters as popula
tion, international diplomacy and 
triage (a theory that some situations 
are virtually hopeless and that the 

limited resources availab le should go 
to those offering greater hope of 
success) . 

This process began with a "clus
ter" of people in the Columbus, 
Ohio, area, and subsequently ex
panded into a " consortium" of 
groups in five areas of the country, 
working on different aspects of the 
hunger issue. The Commission hopes 
that by next May or June these 
groups will offer the churches state
ments incorporating the results of 
their study-an example of the 
" grass roots" church speaking to the 
"grass roots" church. 

Meanwhile, an Atlanta " cluster" 
has been studying evangelism and 
relations with evangelicals, while a 
Minneapolis " cluster" has focused 
on " the meaning of the good life 
in the light of the gospel." 

The use of "clusters" is a new 
method of study that the Commis
sion has undertaken in order to in
volve more people in its work . Since 
it operates on a limited budget of 
only $80,000 a year, and Commis
sion members or their denomina
tions must pay their own expenses 
to meetings, use of local groups 
makes possible more activity. Usual
ly one or more Commission mem
bers in an area serve as the nucleus 
for a group, and then draw in other 
interested people. 

Impact on Rank and File 

These local groups increase not 
only the number but the variety_ of 
people participating in theological 
refl ection. In addition to people 
with academic training in theology 
they include specialists in _awicul
ture or economics or pol1t1cs or 
other fields, as well as generalists 
with a serious interest in Christian 
approaches to the problems of their 
world . 

" If theology is to make any kind 
of impact on rank and file peop_le," 
says Mr. Lara-Braud, "representatives 
of that sector must be actively in
volved in the reflection ." 

The Commission itself is becom
ing more diverse, Ms. Powers says, 
as a result of participation by 
more women and members of eth
nic minorities. Women members 
now tend to be "self-conscious 
feminists," she says, and their new 
perspectives bring "a conflict of 
priorities." . 

One study in which the Commis
sion has recently been engaged con-
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cerns the balancing of confessional 
lo alties with ecumenical commit
ment. Ms. Powers, a United Meth
odist minister and staff member of 
the Ecumenical and lnterreligious 
Concerns Division in the United 
Methodist Board of Global Minis
tr ies, says tl'i at she sees this as an 
important topic because of her con
ce rn for the relationship of United 
Methodists with other Methodist 
bodies. " But some women didn' t 
even understand why we were deal
ing with that," she says. " They felt 
it was not crucial to the life of the 
church ." 

On the other hand, she continues, 
women feel that a study of feminine 
images of God is crucial , and some 
" traditional Faith .and Order people" 
may not see the importance of this 
topi c. 

Staff work for both of these studies 
was done by Sister Ann Patri ck 
Ware, a member of the Catholic 
Sisters of Loretto who is the Com
mission 's only staff executive besides 
Mr. Lara-Braud. 

She reports, " Many women and 
minority persons feel that the more 
important questions concerning 
church unity are not the confessional 
differences but the differences be
tween men and women and between 
ethnic groups." 

Ecumenism a Reality 

looking at the ecumenical scene 
today, some observers have con
cluded that it is in the doldrums. 
But Ms. Powers contends that the 
movement definitely continues to 
move. 

Whereas in the past ecumenical 
actions often stood out as dramatic 
steps forward, she says, now ecu
menical action is generally taken as 
the accepted thing. No longer are 
ecumenists going " against the 
stream," she says, but those who 
oppose the movement now stand 
out as exceptional. 

She sees a vast amount of ecu
menical cooperation among local 
churches across the country. Her 
own home church in Mankato, 
Minn., has just constructed a new 
building in cooperation with Baptists 
and Congregationalists. And she says 
the process of working together on 
the building has brought an even 
greater sense of unity than that 
which inspired the joint effort origi
nally. 

To some degree, the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity, observed 
every January 18-25, has seemed to 
arouse less enthusiasm in recent 
years as the newness of common 
worship has worn off. But Mr. lara
Braud says this observance is now 
ga ining renewed importance in 
many communiti es as an occasion 
for initiating ecumenical projects 
that extend beyond the week itself. 

In the United States, the obser
vance is sponsored jointly by the 
NCC Faith and Order Commission 
and the Graymoor Ecumenical In
stitute, an agency of the Catholic 
Society of the Atonement. The cus
tom of devotin g a week each yea r 
to prayer for Christian unity was 
begu11 in 1908 by Father Paul 
Wattson, who had founded the 
Society as an Angli ca n order in 1898 
and led it into the Catholic Church . 

Now, the Joint Working Group 
of the Vatican and the WCC an
nounce the theme and basic read
ings for each year's observance. 
Then, Graymoor and the Faith and 
Order Commission decide on the 
wording of the theme for the U.S. 

This year, the U .S. theme is " This 
Hope Does Not Disappoint Us .. . ," 
based on Romans 5 :5: " And hope 
does not disappoint us, because 
God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit which 
has been given to us." 

Graymoor prepares a packet of 
materials each year to assist churches 
observing the week. And thi s year's 
packet contains reports on how the 
special occasion has been used in 
various places to launch ecumenical 
projects lasting through the year. 

This recognition of continuing 
progress in cooperative work does 
not mean that the Faith and Order 
Commission rests content with the 
present level of church relationships. 
" As much as we affirm the expres
sion of coalitional ecumenism," Ms. 
Powers says, "we recognize it can 
become an excuse for the churches 
to remain separate. Faith and Order 
has an advocacy role in reminding 
the churches that there must be 
more." 

Mr. Lara-Braud says, " We have 
not reached the goal until we 
recognize each other's baptism and 
ministries, and come together as the 
one undivided church around the 
one Eucharist. " • 

Mr. Early is a frequent contributor to New 
World Outlook. 

"We have not 

reached the goal 
until we recognize 
each other's baptism 
and ministries 
and come together 
as the one 
undivided church 
around the 
one Eucharist. " 
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In N ig ri a, Muslims and Chri sti ans 
are s ktn g their identity and 

right , now more than ever. Two x
ample : 

Ea h ea r thousands of Nigerian 
M u li ms make th e pil grimage to 
their ho ly land of Arabia. Wh en a 

u lim r turn from the haj, he has 
accomplished his hi ghes t reli gious 
du ty. To e ped ite the mass move
m nt of pil grims, th e Nigeri an Fed-

ra l Ministry of Transport charters 
daily fli ghts to Mecca, amid much 
o ffic ial publicity. Nigerian Christi ans, 
as numerous as the Muslims, feel 
Islam gets unfair priority. They have 
ca lled for equal treatm ent. Their 
proposa l? That the Government set 
up travel for Christians to Rome or 
Jerusa lem. 

Another inci dent : In Jos, where 
th e Theologi cal College of Northern 
N igeri a is located, the loudspeaker 
was cut off during an outdoor Chris
tian preaching service. The gathering 
was thrown into confusion . The 
weekly event, which had attracted a 
large crowd, was being held as usual 
on Friday, the Muslim holy day. But 
unusually, and coincidentally, it took 
pl ace in the vicinity of the mosque. 
Christians blamed Muslims for dis
rupting the service. Muslims count
ered that Christians desecrated 
their holy day with propaganda de
faming the prophets. Christians, in
sisting no disrespect was meant, 
maintained that freedom of religion 
was the over-riding issue. The up
shot? An influential delegation of 
Christians traveled to the federal 
capital , Lagos, to register their griev
ance. 

These illustrations show a con
tinuing confrontation between 
Christians and Muslims. Religion has 
always played a crucial role in Ni
geria. During the colonialist period 
the political system favored Islam. 
It has been only seven years since 
the so-called Biafra war (referred to 
in Nigeria as the civil war) when Ibo 
people claimed persecution by Mus
lims for their Christian faith . 

The present military regime has 
done much towards neutralizing the 
religious bitterness. When the late 
federal Head of State, Murtala Mu
harnmed, a Muslim, was assassinated 

last year by a fa ction in the Army, 
the military government never offi ci
ally allowed the charge that the as
sass ination was an act by Chri stian s. 

The military government has 
broken up the old political power 
blocs organized along religious lines 
through the creation of new states 
and counties. Yet reli gion remains 
one of the paramount factors in 
politi cs. The relative strength of reli
gious groups will become even more 
important in 1980 when the military 
has promised the restoration of 
civilian government and elections. 

There are approximately 65 million 
Nigerians, and Muslims and Chris
tians have roughly equal strength . 
But census taking has been a nearly 
impossible exercise, fraught with 
corruption . The census recognizes 
only two religions, Christianity and 
Islam. The picture is not so simple 
for there are probably 10 to 15 
million adherents of traditional Afri
can religions. 

Large ethnic groups such as the 
Hausa, Fulani and Beriberi are al
most exclusively Muslim and live 
within their own states in the North . 
In the historically Christian south
ern, central and eastern states live 
the Ibo, Yoruba, Calabari , and other 
tribes. Only in the central states do 
Christians and Muslims live in rather 
even balance. (The city of Jos is in 
one of the central states, formerly 
referred to as the Middle Belt.) 

Although the two majority faiths 
are more polarized then ever before, 
by state boundaries, there are some 
encouraging signs. Tensions be
tween the two faiths have forced 
each side to rethink its position and 
see the need for maturity and spirit
ual depth. Both Islam and Christian
ity are emphasizing greater internal 
unity. 

Islam has never been as unified 
as it appears to the outsider. His
torical and philosophical differences 
in West African Islam have been 
bitter to the point of war. During 
the 1960's hostility between the two 
main " denominations" in Nigerian 
Islam, the Tijaniyya and the Qada
riyya, precluded the Muslim con
census needed by the Premier of 
Northern Nigeria. (Very active, but 

The present 
military . 
regime 
has done much 
towards 
neutralizing 
the religious 
bitterness 
in Nigeria. 
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rejected by both the main divisions, 
is the Ahmadiyya, an Indian strain 
of Islam.) 

In recent years, however, the two 
main groups have been playing 
down their differences. They have 
organized an " ecumenical" office 
called Jama'atu Nasril Islam (Or
ganization for the Victory of Islam) 
which speaks quite successfully for 
over 25 million Muslims in Nigeria. 
Alhaji Al-Arabi , the late president 
of the Jama'atu, would not concede 
to me that even one point of dif
ference exists within modern Islam 
in West Africa. 

It is not so easy for Christian 
denominations to claim they are 
work ing together. Besides Catholic
Protestant divisions, "m i s s i o n" 
churches are pulled in different 
directions by loyalties to "mother" 
churches in England and America. 
Within all these churches are groups 
for and against ecumenism, liberals 
and conservatives. In addition exist 
large independent African churches 
rarely present in interdenomination
al gatherings. 

Yet Christian groups display an 
openness largely unknown earlier. 
One reason for their cooperation 
has been the need to produce a 
single Christian religious curriculum 

for the nation's secondary schools. 
Nigeria not only permits, it requires 
that Christian and Muslim students 
receive instruction in their faith . The 
government allows only one syllabus 
from each faith . The ·Muslims pro
duced their unified curriculum first, 
accentuating the challenge to the 
Church . Planning for the training of 
teachers of religion brought together 
heretofore unyoked Christian de
nominational leaders to form the 
new Association for Christian High
er Education in Nigeria. 

As another example of unity, the 
Christian Council of Nigeria worked 
widely with all churches to heal the 
wounds of the 1966-70 civil war. 
Interdenominational seminars spon
sored by the Islam in Africa Project 
(in which United Methodists partici
pate) have provided Christians a 
sympathetic and objective approach 
to Muslims, replacing the quarrel
some and judgmental attitudes of 
an earlier day. 

A second factor in improved inter
faith relations is that both faiths have 
recognized that superficial conver
sions cannot produce a genuine 
religious community. Both have 
moved into serious programs of 
religious nurture. 



Islam, it seems, has had its fill 
of propaganda-born conve rsions. Sir 
Ahmadu Bell o, Premier of Northern 
N igeria from 1960 to 1966, was 
preacher pa r excellence. Thi s fa mous 
po liti ca l leader had the cl ass ic 
Islamic concept th at a man's fai th 
is hi s whol~ life and he could not 
separate proselyti zing from politi cs. 
He lavished money and gifts o f 
prayer beads and clothing on con
verts. Even a few Christi ans w ho 
w anted po l itica l status o r we re d is
gruntl ed w ith th e Church went ove r 
to Islam. 

It was Ahmadu Bella's stated aim 
to " take Islam to th e sea," makin g 
Nigeri a a Muslim state. He was well 
on hi s way to reaching his goal w hen 
his assassinati on· in 1966 set off the 
civil w ar. The stability of the Muslim 
community w as shaken , in part be
cause conversions had taken place 
w ithou t understandin g or convic
t ion . 

Islam is now geared to impact 
Muslim youth through teaching a 
deeper understanding of th e faith 
of the Prophet. Not only are Arabic 
teachers pl aced in primary and 
secondary school s, Bayero College in 
Kano, in the North, offers a degree 
in Arabic studies. A second and per
haps a third university will soon 
open within the northern Muslim 
states. Young scholars are seriously 
studying whether Islam can adapt to 
the modern state and what these 
adaptations should be. The co-exist
ence of Islam and Chri stianity is an 
accepted fact. 

The Chri stian Church in Nigeria 
al so experienced an exciting period 
of growth from 1960 to 1970. Care
fully organized programs of inter
denominational evangelism, notably 
" New Life for All ," helped. Many 
churches doubled their growth and 
church attendance was miraculous. 
But just as Islam was making super
ficial converts, Christianity faced the 
same predicament. The mass move
ments into the Church slowed when 
Christian leaders began to see the 
need for spiritual depth. 

Today wider study of the Gospel 
has resulted in concern for city 
problems, movement of peoples, 
vocations for the unemployed and 
Christian ethics. The new Institute 
for Moral and Religious Education, 
a center in Lagos recognized by the 
government, is open to Protestants 
and Catholics. The Theological Col
lege of Northern Nigeria has a new 

(Below) A passage from the Koran copied out on a board in a village Muslim 
school. (Bottom) This school was started as a Christian mission, and turned over to 
the government. (Opposite page) Women of the Fulani tribe. 



"Both faiths 
have recognized 

that superficial 
conversions 

cannot produce 
a genuine 

religious 
community." 

emphasis on the teaching ministry 
whi ch has resulted in a 40 percent 
increase in the student body. A con
ference in Jos in 1975 held in con
junct ion with the All Africa Council 
of Churches brought together out
standing church leaders of the 
continent to discuss the role of 
theology and the Christian in an 
independent Africa. 

In summary, there has been a 
maturing within the ranks of both 
religions. Granted, the movement 
has begun within the tough context 
of confrontation and self interest, 
but it has begun . May God show the 
way for the religions to accept and 
enrich each other. This is a blessing 
which awaits the seeker. • 

Dr. Gilliland, a United Methodist mis
sionary, is a member of the faculty of 
the Theological College of Northern 
Nigeria, in which United Methodists 
cooperate . United Methodists support 
the autonomous Muri Church of Christ. 
The United Methodist Church also con
tribues to medical, literacy and other 
educational programs. (Above) This pastor is head of a Chris

tian training school. (Below) A memorial 
service at a mission institution for the 
assassinated head of state, a Muslim 
general. 
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In Malagsian ~itg, 
~hristiansJ.~~,~ ToQelher 
S ibu is the economic capital of 

Sarawak, Malaysia. It has a port 
for ocean-going ships and serves the 
towns and rural people along the 
Rejang River. Estimated population 
of greater Sibu is 75,000. Ecumeni cal 
relations have been particularly dif
fi cult because of Sibu's diverse popu
lation . Major racial groups are 
Chinese, lban, Malay and Indian . 
There are also smaller tribal groups 
present. All use their own languages. 
For example, the Methodist Church 
of Malaysia includes two annual 
conferences in Sarawak, lban and 
Chinese, and congregations use 
those two languages plus English . 
Yet the Fellowship refuses to allow 
culture and language to prevent the 
unity of the Christian witness. 

The Sibu Ecumenical Christian 
Fellowship was born out of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
in 1973. The Week began with an 
ecumenical worship service in 
Chinese at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church and concluded with a tri
lingual combined service at the 
Methodist Secondary School Audi
torium. Out of this intensive week 
of prayer and reflection emerged a 
clergy fellowship embracing Angli
cans, Catholics and Methodists. In 

time developed a very strong lay 
involvement. This year the fellow
ship includes not only pastors and 
two lay persons from each local 
member church but al so representa
tives of the YMCA, the Methodist 
Theological School and other in 
stitutions. The chairman , Sammy 
Chiu, is a layman . 

As the fellowship has grown in 
ecumenical experiences, it has 
launched ecumenical projects : youth 
rallies, talks on community develop
ment, exchanges of pulpits, choir 
concerts and Christmas carolling. 
Two years in a row more than 2,000 
people proceeded through down
town Sibu at Christmas demonstrat
ing the unity of the churches. The 
fellowship raised more than $1 ,000 
for relief in Bangladesh. It has spon
sored talks on the different denomi
nations. A counselling workshop 
sparked interest in providing family 
counseling, vocational guidance, 
suicide prevention and poverty alle
viation services. The Fellowship is 
investigating a joint leadership train
ing program for mature church 
leaders. It is also considering dia
logue with Muslims, who are numer
ous in the area. 

Recently the social concerns com-

mittee of the Fellowship asked itself 
who the outcasts in Sibu w ere. 
Prostitutes was one easy answer. 
More than 500 girls admit to being 
prostitutes in Sibu and the poli ce 
estimate them to be only 25 percent 
of the total. 

Why so much prostitution? Th e 
most important causes are poverty 
and loose divorce laws. Divorce 
leaves women to support th emselves 
as well as their children . M any of 
these women have turned to prosti
tution . 

Older " hard core" prostitutes 
often lure rural girls as young as 12 
or 13 into Sibu and help them get 
started as prostitutes. Most of these 
rural girl s are from poor famili es. 
Frequently their parents urge them 
to go into prostitution to help the 
family out. These girls are used 
primarily by soldiers, sailors, crew 
members from the various ships and 
local businessmen. 

Other young women do not have 
to resort to prostitution, bu t they 
find it a ni ce supplement to their 
incomes. M any of them work as 
singers in local nightcl ubs. They 
have been ca lled " the fl ying seven
ties" because of wh at they charge. 

After studyin g the problem of 
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More than 
500 girls admit 

to being 
prostitutes 

in Sibu, 
and the police 
estimate them 

to be only 
25percent 

of the total. 

prostitution in Sibu, committee 
members asked what could be done. 
About 90 percent of the known 
prostitutes come from the lban tribe 
(the farmers and the poor in Sara
wak). It was felt young people need 
to take marriage more seriously. A 
small fine for divorce is insufficient ; 
some provision should be made for 
the support of a divorcee who has 
children to care for. Acting on the 
committee's recommendation , the 
churches began formulating a com
mon document expressing a Chris
t ian approach to marriage and di
vo rce. 

The second step was to send 
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copies of the prostitution study re
port to lawyers, political leaders, and 
the newspapers, asking them to con
sider changes in laws that penalize 
only the prostitutes and ignore those 
who use them . 

Finally, the committee recom
mended that those who can best be 
helped are the young novices. The 
committee suggested that churches 
keep track of the girls going to Sibu 
and that the Fellowship initiate a 
program to help them . The Ecumen
ical Fellowship hopes to establish a 
Social Center in Sibu to offer these 
young lban newcomers to town 
orientation, counselling and help in 

finding suitable employment. 
These suggestions would not elim

inate prostitution in Sibu, the 
committee realizes, but they do rep
resent some practical, inexpensive 
steps churches could take to help 
those being pulled into prostitution 
through economic hardship. In this 
way the Ecumenical Fellowship 
hopes to carry Jesus' concern to one 
long-neglected group of persons in 
Sibu . • 

Mr. Reuteler, a United Me thodist mis
sionary, teaches at the Methodist The
ological School in Sibu . 
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Ten years ago the American 
church boiled with controversy over 
peace demonstrations and " black 
power." In the early 1970s, a big 
story was Key 73, a kind of coast
to-coast rev ival. Year before last 
denominations and nations allowed 
as how they were celebrating Inter
national Women's Year. 

Everyone knows the Vietnam war 
finally stopped . But whatever hap
pened to " black power" ... . Key 
73 .... International Women's 
Year? 

Words, programs, organizations 
and places prominent at any given 
point in time have a way of slipping 
from consciousness in the flow of 
events. They need occasional up
dating, for information and because 
finding out what happened to this 
and that shows changes and con
tinuities in a society, or the church . 

The following lexicon is to chal
lenge the memories of persons con
cerned with the world Christian 
mission over the past decade. En
tries are random , perhaps subjective, 
and are intended, in part, to en
courage others to undertake voyages 
of discovery into the recent past. 

So, whatever happened to . .. ? ? ? 

Elliott Wright 

hatever 
happened 

Recalling the "good old do.Ys" to ~ 
of Block Power, Church Renewal, • • • • 

Bio fro and the War on Povert.Y 

... Biafra. The secessionist West 
African region was the focus of 
massive, at times clandestine, relief 
efforts in the late 1960s. Defeated in 
a 30-month civil war, Biafra was re
established as a part of federal 
Nigeria in 1970 . Some critics of 
Western " do-gooders" say the relief 
shipments prolonged the Biafran 
agony. 

... "Black power." First publicly 
heard along a 1966 civil rights march 
in Mississippi , the phrase rocked the 
nation and the church . Would as
sertion of black power mean the 
spilling of " white blood" ? Initially 
accepted with hesitancy as symbol 
of the black demand for justice, 
" black power" entered the civil 
righ~s language, then slipped from 
usage as the movement expanded 
to include other racial minorities. 
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... Delta Ministry. This anti
racism, anti-poverty and pro-people 
ministry was a favorite target of die
hard segregationists a decade ago. 
Based in Greenville, Miss., the Delta 
Ministry stayed South when the 
Freedom Riders turned back North . 
It remains sti.11 , less visible nationally 
but unrelenting in advocacy for 
minority rights . Formerly a part of 
the National Council of Churches, 
Delta Ministry is today " related " to 
the council. 

. . . Developing countries. Pre
viously called " underdeveloped," 
developing countries are now col
lectively the Third World , a pejora
tive term only for those who prefer 
first or second place. Geographical
ly, the Third Wor'id is Latin America, 
Africa and Asia, excepting countries 
(such as Japan, Australia and Israel) 
that are westernized . Poverty is the 
main criterion for classifying as a 
developing Third World country . 

. . . International Women's Year. 
The United Nations sponsored 1975 
!WY introduced a decade devoted 
to upgrading the conditions of wom
en everywhere . !WY itself got mixed 
reviews. Many governments cooper
ated half-heartedly, and an inter
national conference in Mexico City 
was trapped in political issues with 
little bearing on the issue of human 
rights for women. Helvi Sipila, gen
eral secretary of the event, remains 
convinced that there is no hope for 
the world until discrimination 
against women is stopped . 
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• .. IFCO. The lnterreligious 
Foundation for Community Organi
zation was set up in 1967 to channel 
church funds to community groups 
engaged in minority "empower
ment. " Early life was · complicated by 
the fact IFCO sponsored the meet
ing that produced the controversial 
Black Manifesto, with its demand 
that white churches pay reparations 
to black Americans for past in
justices. Never recipient of bound
less sums, IFCO struggles on, and is 
currently being merged into the Na
tional Council of Churches' Division 
of Church and Society. 

. . . "Inner city." For years it 
named the place of risk and chal
lenge for ministry : the inner city, 
that poor, decaying core of megalo
polis. The term lingers where at
tached to certain existing programs 
but as an idea and strategy for mis
sion " inner city" has been replaced 
by " metropolitan" or "urban ." 
While broader in scope, the new 
phrase "transitional community" in
corporates some concerns of inner 
city ministries. 

... Key 73. Through "transde
nominational" cooperation , Key 73 
aimed at stretching an evangelical 
canopy across the U.S. and recalling 
the nation to Christ. The impressive 
list of sponsors probably gave the 
project a more ecumenical flavor 
than the original planners, most 
rather conservative, intended . Well 
organized local programs proved 
meaningful ; as a national event Key 
73 fizzled , overshadowed in part by 
the righteousness and self-righteous
ness vented in the Watergate probes. 

•.. Missionary. They still go, men 
and women in mission at home and 
abroad. But new awareness of the 
Western arrogance in some past mis
sion zeal has spoiled the word 
"missionary" for segments of the 
church . Without abandoning the 
historic term, the United Methodist 
Church encourages the concept 
Persons in Mission , understood as 
inclusive enough for those with 
special assignments and all witness
ing Christians, wherever they are. 
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quoyah. Lo at d 
rk. , Mount e

ar ho t d th ou ands 
thodi t at mi sionary, 

ducational and inspirational con -
of th outh Central Juris-
o more do throngs go up 

the hill. B 'op rating through on
f r nee program coun ii , the juris
diction find th decentralization of 
m eting more fficient than a single 
location . hil the Mount has been 
up reeded , it is maintained for 
mall ga th ring and specia l events. 

... MU T I. Metropolitan Urban 
er ice Training was lau nched in 

1965 a an ecumenical trai ning
through-action program in Christian 
mi ion. Funded in large part by the 

ational Division of the now Board 
of Global Ministries, MUST I op

rated in ew York City. It died of 
natural causes arou nd 1973 . 

. .. MU T II . ( ot a successo r to 
UST I) Methodist United Service 

Training emerged in 1966 to assist 
both clergy and laity in acquiring 
kills in urban ministry. Later ex

panded by the ational Division to 
cover rural areas, MUST 11 became 
a blanket ca tegory for a variety of 
training centers and programs across 
the nation. While the name faded , 
MUST initiated many projects that 
continue today under local or an
nual confe ren ce sponsorship . 

(The World Division presently 
supports a Project MUST- Multi 
Urban Social Thrust-in the Philip
pines. Perhaps th at is MUST 111.) 

. . . Overseas Personnel Recruit
ment Office. OPRO was never well 
known to local church members, al
though its ecumenical approach to 
recruitment of mission personnel 
was lauded as the wave of the fu
ture. Born with great fanfare in 1969 
and dead four years later, OPRO 
sought to solicit personnel for six 
denominations and two inter-church 
agencies. It came 10 to 15 years too 
late, says a mission executive fami l
iar with the operation . " OPRO was 
built in an era when people anti
cipated the need for greater volume 
of personnel than was the case. It 
was a battleship in a day when a 
helicopter would have done the 
job." 

... "Power to the people." With 
origins somewhere in Marxist ideo l
ogy, " power to the people" was 
chanted by a varie ty of militant 
groups seven or eight years ago. 
The refrain moved into parlors and 
church conclaves where it was used 
to support "parti cipato ry democ
racy." It went the way of all over
used slogans. 

... "Race relations." The future 
of race relations ... improving race 
relations .. . study race relations: 
such phrases, once common, are 
rarely heard these days, partly, one 
suspects, because of growing real iza
tion that the world needs improved 
human relations, across and within 
racial groupings. Al so, " race rela
tions" was often a euphemism for 
integration, equality and justice in a 
period when the church thought it 
must coddle white racists . 

... Reparations. Eight years ago 
the religious scene crack led with 
tension over the Black Manifesto, 
a demand for reparation from white 
churches. Reparations as a measure 
of justice was widely debated . Few 
dollars were offered, and the Mani
festo slipped into the annals of 
domestic encounter. The Manifesto 
episode, however, did open the ears 
of white church leaders to the voices 
of Blacks within their own denomi
nations. 

hat ever 
happened 
to ... ? 

... The Secular City. Harvey Cox' 
book tit le gave the church a phe
nomenon either to redeem or cele
brate, and there were attempt~ at 
both . Secular theology was the thing, 
for a time : secular saints, secular 
worship and secular Sunday schools. 
Then that fad passed. Cox went on 
to write other books, and the real 
cities continued to fall apart. 



... Stony Point. For ten years the 
missionary orientation center on the 
Hudson River at Stony Point, N.Y. 
performed ecumenical service, pri
marily for the United Methodist and 
United Presbyterian denominations. 
Today the center stands empty ex
cept for spillover from an adjoining 
retreat center. It begs for a buyer. 
A centralized place for training mis
sion personnel became impracti cal. 
Orientation is now handled through 
institutions and spedal programs 
equipped to meet the sundry needs 
of persons bound for vari eties of 
ministries in different places. 
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. . . University Christian Move
me nt. Created in 1966 by student 
leaders anxious for a national struc
ture befitting the ecumenical ma
turity of the day, the University 
Christian Movement died in infancy, 
a victim of its own inability to 
determine and implement its pur
poses. UCM was, in a chronological 
sense, the successor to several na
tional student organizations, incl ud
ing the Methodist Student Move
ment. Its demise left a vacuum still 
unfilled, and there are regrets that 
the MSM ever joined. 

. . . Vietnam Christian Service. 
Between May, 1965 and May, 1975, 
Vietnam Christian Service utilized 
400 staff members (200 Vietnamese 
and 200 foreign) and resources 
worth $10.3 million in a multi
faceted ministry in South Vietnam. 
The work involved refugee relief, 
reconstruction, training and direct 
services. When Saigon changed 
hands in 1975, the ecumenical spon
sors of VNCS hoped operations 
could continue under an all-Viet
namese staff. That proved impos
sible. Church World Service and 
other U.S. voluntary and relief agen
cies are, however, able to send food 
relief and other material assistance 
to the people of Vietnam. 

hat ever 
happened to ... ? 
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... War on Poverty. The mighty 
" war on pov rty" of the 1960 was 
fought by governm ent, church and 
ind u try, all on the same side against 
the symbo l of an empty bowl. They 
fought with mimeograph machine, 
paper clip and welfare checks (a l
way the go rnment's money). They 
fought gallantly, brilliantly and un
cea ingly. Then poverty won th e 
war . 

. . . "Women's work." In society 
at large, it was cleaning house, cook
ing and teaching school. In church, 
women's work was much the same, 
with the additions of prayer and 
Bible study which the men who ran 
the place se ldom had time to do. 
Church women during the past 
decade finally hoisted a banner they 
had been painting for years. It says: 
All work is people work, and all 
Christian work is Christian people 
work, and we will no longer only 
cook and clean , bear children and 
teach Sunday school. For we too are 
created in God's image ; so get your 
broom, brother, ' cause there's a lot 
to be done in Christ's name . 

. . . World Outlook. It is New 
World Outlook, not new as con
trasted to " old" World Outlook but 
new because it merged with Newr 
a United Presbyterian publicationr 
and thus became a new thing in 
familiar form . • 
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Or. McVeigh , formerly a United 
Methodist missionary in Africa, re
cently became the executive for the 
newly estab lished office of Church 
Development and Renewal in the 
Wo rld D ivision of the United Meth
odist Boa rd of Global Ministries. 

I have discovered that the mea n
ing of such terms as " church de
velopment and renewal" is by no 
means self-evident. People use 
words in su ch d ifferent ways. For 
example when Methodists in India 
refer to " church development," they 
think primarily of pastoral support. 
That clearly is not my understand ing, 
but one aspect of the problem is 
concerned with vocabulary : to see 
what others understand w hen they 
or we use certain words. 

Part of the task of evangeli sm, as 
I see it, is to encourage us to lift 
our horizons beyond ourselves and 
our own immediate needs and con
cerns. This is by no means easy. The 
vision of some churches overseas-

as is true of many churches in the 
U.S.A.-does not extend much 
beyond their own circle and their 
own membership. We are often 
guilty of turning the church into 
what George Webber of the East 
Harl em Protestant Pari sh a few years 
ago ca ll ed a religious service station, 
where instead of encountering the 
world for Christ's sake, we spend 
our time ministering to our own 
needs. 

One of the questions we need 
to ask is thi s: How can we encour
age churches to move out into new 
areas and how can we cooperate 
w ith them in the venture? How, in 
other words, can we be mutually in
volved and supportive in new evan
gelistic thrusts? In this endeavor it 
may be necessary first of al I to 
identify those new areas and un
reached peoples, and perhaps here 
we can aid churches in the basic 
research task of trying to study their 
situation . I am speaking of colleague 

churches overseas, but the challenge 
applies equally at home. 

Frontier Evangelism 

In Nairobi , Kenya, a few years 
ago, I was personally involved with 
others in research on frontier evan
gelistic opportunities in Africa. In 
essence we studied unreached or 
unevangelized peoples from a geo
graphical standpoint, which had 
both the strengths and weaknesses 
of any project so ambitious as to 
attempt to deal with Africa as a 
whole. Of more use to individual 
churches will be their analysis of 
their own immediate situation . 

However, one should not think 
of unreached people only in terms 
of geography. There are also areas 
of work and professional groups 
equally as challenging. The Hong 
Kong Christian Industrial Commit
tee, for example, has launched a 
new program of labor evangelism 
among factory workers which they 
hope may ultimately result in the 
creation of an inclusive Workers 
Christian Movement. (See article in 
this issue.) 

The same can be said for the 
methods used . Whenever the word 
evangelism is mentioned, some 
Christians think only of preaching 
and mass campaigns. I would not 
deny that these have their place in 
the total picture of world evangeli
zation, but we greatly restrict our
sel ves and the possibilities of fruit
ful outreach if we limit ourselves to 
this mode of evangelistic expression . 
How about one-to-one witness and 
two-by-two visitation? How about 
the creation of small fellowship 
groups for prayer, Bible study and 
sharing? How can we use more ef
fectively music, dance and religious 
drama as evangelistic tools? 

WHAT IS CHURCH DE 
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OPMENT &r RENEWAL? 
Malcolm J. McVeigh 
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Motivation for Witnessing 

Part of the task is to raise the 
concern of the Church to see the 
need of moving out, the need to 
reach new people, the importance 
of .church growth. Our motivation, 
I would suggest, is bound up with 
our understanding of who Jesus 
Christ is. The reason for the mis
sionary and evangelistic work of the 
first disciples was not merely to ful
fill the command enshrined in the 
Great Commission but primarily 
their conviction of the truth of the 
message that Jesus was Lord and 
Christ, the Savior who had nailed 
their sins to the cross and had torn 
the veil of the temple in two to 
open up free access to God . It was 
their belief that that message was 
true which sent them out to tell 
others about Christ, and it is that 
same conviction which must moti 
vate us also if we are to take serious
ly the challenge to mission and 
evangelism . 

Archbishop William Temple once 
said, "The Gospel is true for all, if 
it is true at all, and if so, then upon 
whomever has received it lies the 
inescapable obligation to impart it 
to others." I agree with Archbishop 
Temple : Jesus Christ has meaning for 
all , or he has no meaning at all! 

Our motivation is not competi
tion: to en I ist names on our rolls so 
others cannot list them on their 
rolls . Rather our purpose in evan
gelism is to allow ourselves to be 
used by God in the making of dis
ciples for Jesus Christ, to try to 
reach others as part of our mandate 
to witness to what we have seen 
and heard. But we need to be clear 
on another point : if we are un
faithful in fulfilling our ministry, God 
wil l use others for his work. 

""Jesus Christ has meaning f I, 
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Wh " hurch Development"? 
I did not p r onall hoos th 
rm /1 hurch d elopment" to de
rib m n w post, but th r i a 

rationale for it. I would s e it a an 
tt mpt to bring to the for th on-
rn of th World Divi ion for 

church growth without n essarily 
id ntif ing ourselves directly with 

hat ha become a technical t rm 
a ociat d with a pecific missiolog
ical hool ; namel , the Institute of 
Chur h Growth, founded by Donald 

cGa ran at Fuller Theological 
mi nary. 
I p r onall have no trouble with 

th term " church growth" and be
Ii that we have much to I arn 
from McGa ran and his associa tes. 

e rtheless, we will definitely want 
to retain our own emphasis, which 
I under tand to be a more holi stic 
approach to church growth and 
e angelism than that seen in the 

aGa ran group. 
In other words, our concern will 

be with the whole person , not just 
" oul " or " spirit" but also " mind" 
and " body." After all, when Jesus 
said " Man does not live by bread 
alone," he did not say that "man 
does not live by bread." An essential 
part of the great prayer he taught 
his disciples was : " Give us this day 
our daily bread." But it is just as 
possible to err on the ·other side and 
to suggest that man does indeed live 
by bread alone. 

I belie e that it is in this holistic 
approach to evangelism and church 
growth that the term " renewal " 
takes on its full significance. 

We will not want to overempha
size numbers or reduce evangelism 
to a mere game of counting new 
names on our rolls, but we will also 
make a serious mistake if we ignore 
statistics completely. We will want 

to ee growth not only in numbers 
but al o in grace and understanding 
of the faith in all its political , social 
and economic implications. Never
theless, no one can grow in the 

hristian faith uni ss that person 
makes a sta rt. It is not possible to 
have a disciple unless a decision is 
made to accept Jesus' ca ll to become 
one. Hence we are interested in 
starts, new starts. 

An effective missionary and evan
gelistic church, one that is really 
growing or developing in the full 
sense of these terms, not only goes 
out to reach new people, to bring 
them in as it were, but it must also 
so put its house in order that it can 
attract them in, an attraction 
grounded in the richness of the love 
evident in its own fellowship. In
deed if it is not that kind of church, 
it will not be able to hold them 
anyway. Therefore it is impossible 
to separate church development 
from renewal. 

The Board's Image Problem 

Although I see the what and how 
questions as fundamental , I am con
vinced that it is also important to 
analyze the why of it ; that is why 
the World Division considered it 
important to establish such a desk. 

It appears to me rather clear that 
the Board in general and the World 
Division in particular has an image 
problem. It does no good to hide it 
or to pretend that it does not exist. 
We may say that we think some of 
the accusations made against the 
Board to be unfair and unjust, but 
that does not alter the basic prob
lem. 

Whether true or not, many people 
both in the U.S.A. and overseas be
lieve that the World Division is in
terested only or at least primarily in 

social action and neglects the spirit
ual side of church life and its out
reach. 

One sees this kind of reaction in 
the kind of letters missionaries re
ceive from U.S.A. churches. I have 
tried to defend the Board in replying 
to those letters, calling attention to 
the total program of the World Di
vision rather than those matters 
which the church press tends to 
emphasize. But it is not only U.S.A. 
churches which are concerned . Thi s 
is also true of colleague churches 
overseas. This concern comes to the 
surface repeatedly at mi ss ionary con
ferences and consultations, and of 
course most recently it has been 
seen in the creation of the Evan
gelical Mission Task Force of the 
Good News Movement. 

Hence it is clear that the Board 
has an image problem and that 
many people in the World Divi sion 
are concerned to do something 
about it. Undoubtedly they would 
like to say to missionaries and 
churches both at home and over
seas that if they think the World 
Division is not interested in evan
gelism, and the life and growth of 
the church, they are wrong. 

Nevertheless, it would be a mis
take to think that this desk was 
established to refurbish an image or 
to persuade people that what they 
think about this question is untrue. 
As a matter of fact, this is not a new 
concern but one that has been 
under discussion within the Board 
for a number of years. 

A post for urban and rural de
velopment was recently created in 
the World Division in response to 
felt needs, and the establishment of 
a new portfo lio in Church Develop
ment and Renewal must be seen in 
a similar way. • 

l, or he has no meaning at all.'' 

New World Outlook • J~nu~ry 1977 35 



LABOR 
EVAIGELIS 

IN HONG KONG 
Ellen Clark 

''Fora worker 
to become 

a Christian 
in Hong Kong 

is no small 
matter. '' 

For a decade the Christian In
dustrial Committee in Hong Kong* 
has been siding with the colony's 
workers-publicizing bad working 
conditions, low wages and high un
employment; lobbying for a social 
security system , for the extension 
of public assistance, for better hous
ing and education . Eventually some 
workers began to ask, "Why does 
the Church do this? We want to 
know what Christianity is." A group 
of workers who had taken a CIC 
labor education course decided to 
form a fellowship for Bible study. 
From that beginning has come a 
witnessing community which hopes 
to create a fellowship for all Chris
tian factory workers in Hong Kong. 
A report follows: 

It was Sunday night. The Workers 
Fellowship was meeting, as usual, 
in the office of the Christian Indus
trial Committee on busy Peking 
Road. The 30 casually dressed young 
men and women finishing up their 
common meal looked like high 
school or college students. But few 
of them had gone beyond the ninth 
grade. They were workers in Hong 
Kong factories, most of them in gar
ment and electronics industries. 

Before sitting down to worship, 
they passed around snapshots from 
a gospel camp many of them had 
attended. They jabbed each other 
good-naturedly as they laughed at 
some of the obvious hamming they 
had done for the photographer. 

The program that night consisted 
of a film about hunger, prayers and 
hymn singing, and study of a passage 

from the book of Job. Following the 
Bible reading, some of the young 
people shyly refrained from com
ment, but all followed the discussion 
intently. One man who eagerly 
shared his thoughts on suffering was 
a likable worker who was to receive 
baptism the next week. 

" There are two levels of suffer
ing," the young man said. " The suf
fering that we must endure, and the 
suffering we should actively seek as 
Christians by identifying with the 
poor. Suffering doesn't mean toler
ating injustice in the factory. Chris
tians should be troublemakers, tell
ing the rich they have too much, 
encouraging the poor to stand up for 
their rights." 

Later the young man related his 
story. He had been working in a 
paper factory when many of its 
workers were fired without sever
ance pay. He defended the dismissed 
workers before a labor tribunal , in
curring the wrath of his employers. 
Although he himself was not dis
missed for this action, he was treated 
badly thereafter and got no raises. 
He eventually quit that job and 
found work in another paper fac
tory. 

Fellowship members display a 
strong sense of social justice, but 
little class consciousness. Few of 
them belong to the leftist unions 
that dominate the blue collar labor 
sector. (Roughly a third of Hong 
Kong's workers are unionized-a 
high proportion for Asia-and labor 
organizing is gaining momentum.) 

The Fellowship members' reluc
tance to join the unions, however, 
stems less from the fear of com
munism that grips their refugee 
parents than from cynicism about 
the benefits of unions. "I admit I'm 
biased, but I think unions use peo
ple," the paper factory worke.r sai~ . 

(Ironically, the communist-ori
ented unions are less militant than 
the so-called independent, white 
collar unions. Some Hong Kong 
workers mutter that the leftist unions 
take orders not from their members 
but from Peking, which counsels 
moderation for its own political 
ends.) 

Just the same, joining a union is 
far less of a stumbling block for a 

*This industrial mission is supported by the 
Community Chest, and local , regional and 
world Protestant funds (including United 
Methodist contributions) . 
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factory worker than becoming a 
Christian . "For a worker to become 
a Christian in Hong Kong is no small 
matter," says Raymond Fung, direc
tor of the Christian Industrial Com
mittee. " On the shop floor, the de
cision is sometimes regarded as an 
act of betrayal of his own class." 

The Christian worker finds little 
support in the educated , middle 
class congregations of Hong Kong' s 
mainline churches, Fung adds. "The 
worker seldom feels confident in 
bringing fellow workers into the 
Christian community." 

The Workers Fellowship offers at 
least a temporary haven to the 
questing blue collarite. Among his 
peers he finds community and can 
search for a relevant faith . Says 
Angie Tsang, recent Hong Kong Uni
versity graduate on the staff of CIC, 
" The workers are humble and en
thusiastic in seeking Jesus Christ." 

The workers' interest in Chris
tianity came as a satisfying surprise 
to Fung, a thoughtful leader. A 
Baptist layman, he describes himself 
as "theologically conservative and 
socially radical." A brilliant writer 
and straightforward speaker, he has 
championed workers throughout his 
career. 

Fung worries about the future of 
Christianity in Hong Kong. Ten per
cent of the population is Christian 
and scores of denominations and 
sects are busily proselytizing for 
more converts. But the British lease 
on the colony expires in 1999. 

When China reclaims Hong Kong 
as she will sooner or later, will 
Chinese Christians be ready? Many 
observers think not. The churches 
operate extensive educational and 
welfare institutions which alleviate 
but do not alter the gross economic 
inequities in the society. Most Hong 
Kong Christians seem content with 
capitalism. Groups advocating a 
corporate Christian witness in soci
ety or working for serious changes 
are few. There is nothing particular
ly unique about the myopia of Chris
tians in Hong Kong-except their 
"eschaton" is almost within view. 

It is Fung's hope and vision that 
when Hong Kong rejoins China, 
there will be at least a nucleus of 
worker Christians able to articulate 
the faith and make a new kind of 
witness in a Marxist system . • 

Raymond Fung, director of the 
Christian Industrial Committee. 
The Workers' Sunday night Fellow
ship meeting. 
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Duncan A. Reiley 

LETTEI Fii• lllZIL 

Here at the Faculdade de Teologia 
(Methodist Theologica l Seminary) in 
Rudge Ramos, industrial suburb of 
Sao Paulo, we are trying to share 
in and contribute toward renewal of 
the Brazilian Methodist Church. This 
began when we decided to organ ize 
other college-level cou rses on the 
same campus with the seminary, so 
that our students would daily rub 
shou lders and, insofar as possible, 
study in the same classroom with 
students in secular studies, rather 
than remain in an isolated theologi
cal community. This process has 
escalated rapidly, bringing us to the 
verge of university status. 

Then we made a timid beginning, 
receiving one or two women, can
didates for the pastoral ministry. For 
the past three years, our female en
rollment has steadily climbed, and 
next year we will graduate the first 
class. We' re wondering if the 
" macho" -oriented churches (whose 
membership, paradoxically, is pre
dominantly fem ale) will be ready for 
them. 

Meanwhi le, we are striving to 
evol ve patterns of theologi ca l educa
tion w hich are adequate for Brazil. 
This includes, of cou rse, our Bache
lor of Theology program, a four
year course. Classes are all tau ght 
in the morning to enable students 
to hold dow n half-time jobs. Per
haps more "contextualized" is our 
extension program, whose eight 
centers are scattered ove r seven 
Brazil ian states. The same professors 
w ho teach in the B.D. course, wi th 
the aid of study guides, semi- pro
grammed material, and programmed 
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texts, take theological education to 
where the people are. Students do 
a full theological course (minus 
biblical languages) . Studying three 
six-week units per semester, they 
complete the basic course of the
ology in three to four years. Those 
students in the extension program 
who aspire to, may take two more 
years in residency at the Faculdade 
de Teologia, thereafter receiving the 
B.D., and then entering the ministry 
of the Church. 

The largest of these centers is 
Campo Grande, M ato Grosso, where 
some 30 lay persons and lay pastors 
are studying. The enthusiastic local 
coordinator is missionary Derrell 
Santee ; Dorothy Santee (Mrs. Der
rell ) assumes the role of cook for 
those students who come in from 
va rious towns of the state for the 
all-Saturday afternoon encounter 
every third week, then takes off her 
apron to participate as one of the 
students of the course. 

After almost four years' experi
ence, we've discovered some of the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
course. Right now we're engaged in 
completely renewing the curriculum. 
Our professors have produced two 
completely new units (programmed) 
on the Mission of the Church and 
History and Revelation. A team of 
teachers is completing a third, on 
liturgy and renewal. Each unit is 
read, criticized , and reworked by 
the total faculty. We plan to experi 
ment with these new units in strictly 
lay training also. 

We believe that it is better, on the 

whole, to train people where they 
live and work rather than uproot 
them and transplant them in the 
metropolis of Sao Paulo. Costs, of 
course, are only a fraction, since 
each center operates in a local 
church, with no property of its own, 
and the professors donate their time. 
Also, travel expenses for teachers are 
kept to a minimum ; all travel being 
by bus, even though this may entail 
a 12-hour trip each way (typically 
leaving Sao Paulo Friday evening, 
teaching at the center on Saturday, 
and returning on Saturday night). 

The most recent innovation is our 
M .A. course. Despite still inadequate 
library facilities (although the exist
ence of the graduate school has 
forced improvement) , teacher short
age (I'm the only one in Church 
History; in other departments, how
ever, there are more, nearly all with 
Ph.D. degrees) , and precarious 
scholarship provision, the experience 
of almost two years has convinced 
us of the validity of the course. This 
program will shorten the absence 
from Brazil of those men who 
pursue doctorates overseas, contrib
ute toward the selection of the best 
doctoral candidates, and, we hope, 
help contextualize their graduate 
study. 

While we don' t yet see a " new 
day" in Brazilian Methodism, we 
believe that the seminary is con
tributing in small ways toward its 
renewal . 

Du ncan A. Reily 

He is a United Methodist missionary. 
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The (thnic Minoritq ChuNr.i~b 
First in a series 

Minority churches suffer from 
the same problems as mi

nority communities, and the two 
cannot be separated. The only way 
to strengthen the racial and ethnic 
minority church is through the 
strengthening of communities where 
these churches are located. And 
these communities will only be 
strengthened as broad societal 
changes occur, opening genuine 
equality of opportunity in our edu
cational , political and economic in
stitutions. 

Black, Hispanic, Native American 
and Asian churchpersons are experi
encing rising expectations from the 
new United Methodist Missional 
Priority on the Ethnic Minority Local 
Church . Hundreds of United Meth
odist ethnic and racial minorities 
engaged in the many discussions 
that shaped the documentation 
eventually adopted by the 1976 Gen
eral Conference. 

The church's action has focused 
attention upon the critical need for 
support and development of most 
ethnic minority local churches. Little 
persuasion was necessary to con
vince ethnic minorities that they had 
critical needs. Most minority United 
Methodists have always struggled 
with poor facilities, limited leader
ship and little prospect for growth. 

For example there are 3,457 
churches serving the black member
ship of The United Methodist 

Church. Only 40 percent of the 
pastors have seminary degrees. 
Seventy percent of the parsonages 
have been declared "substandard." 
The figures differ for the church's 
37,285 Hispanics, 16,943 Asians and 
14,091 Native Americans-but all of 
the church's ethnic minorities have 
critical needs. 

Commitment to this missional 
priority requires the church at every 
level to radically reorder its goals. 
For example every work area of a 
loca l congregation and each annual 
conference might analyze its ability 
to respond to the priority. Compre
hensive self-examination and church 
response would not only ensure a 
heightened sensitivity to ethnic and 
racial minorities but also identify the 
areas of strength on which the 
church can draw. 

To do otherwise than reorder 
radically the church's goals will en
sure failure reminiscent of the " War 
on Poverty," which ended with 
deeper poverty and depression, be
cause it never addressed the institu
tional roots of the problems it 
sought to solve. 

The General Conference did, in
deed, raise the aspirations of minori
ties in the church . They will hold the 
church accountable for changes. 

There are signs of hope. Over the 
past decade, the whole church has 
experienced a growing awareness of 
the needs of ethnic and racial minor
ity local churches. Not infrequently 
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one encounters a white district 
superintendent who points with 
pride to a black church in his 
district. One such district superin
tendent expressed the contagious 
excitement he captured through his 
experiences with a black congrega
tion . 

" Why, with increased support, a 
new building, and the sharing of 
major church resources, this 
church 's growth, future influence 
and witness are without bound
aries!" he exclaimed . 

And yet, many United Methodists 
approach the need with caution. To 
them, the new missional priority 
smacks of " another minority em-

powerment thrust" which the church 
has " had enough of." 

" Now is the time to drop quotas 
and support for special interest 
groups," says one church leader. 
" We are one church existing at a 
time when we are now sensitive to 
the need for pluralism." 

Others feel enough emphasis has 
been given to the " plight of minori
ties," not seeing that it is the plight 
of the whole church which is at 
stake. They argue that the delivery 
of major resources to the ethnic mi
nority local church will undermine 
" other" goals of the church . 

This missional priority challenges 
us to accept one church in one 
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world, to be " committed to Christ
called to change." For the United 
M ethodi st Church to take thi s 
priority seriously is to " feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, vi sit the 
imprisoned, comfort the si ck"; in 
short, to unpergird the teaching, 
healing and disciple-making man
date of Chri st. With this priority, th e 
United M ethodist Church purports 
to enable its ethnic minority con
stitutency itself to be in miss ion. 

The Church 's goal for th e m iss ion
al pri o rity is $5 million a yea r at th e 
national level. The objecti ves, li sted 
by minorities, include : 

-recruitment of ethnic ministers ; 
-educational and special training 

programs designed to focus on eth
nic and racial minorities' needs ; 

-inclusion and enhancement of 
ethnic and racial ritual and tradition 
in the United Methodist Church ; 

- increased visibility and repre-
sentation in church boards and 
agencies ; 

-new forms of evangelism ; 
-training of laity and youth lead-

ership ; 
-new church and congregational 

development ; 
-church renovation ; 
-special outreach programs, and 
-salary supplements. 
But is money the whole story? 

Some may conclude, "No ethnic 
minority church has any problem 
that money can't solve." Surely, 
money is essential for church ren
ovation and building, salaries and 
educational costs. 

However, far more important are 
a major commitment to changing 
conditions in both church and soci
ety, and a major redistribution of 
church and societal resources (hu
man as well as financial ) to enable 
equal opportunity and experience 
under God . 

It is the issue of commitment that 
has raised questions among minori
ties about whether or not new pro
grams will be effective, or whether 
they will even come into being. 
While preparing the ethnic minority 
local church missional priority docu
ment for General Conference, one 
often heard the question from 
minorities, "Is the church serious?" 
Money was not the main issue. Not 
until the final strategy sessions was 
the issue of money raised forcefully, 
and then it became difficult to put 
precise amounts on the various 
goals, since, compared to the ob-

jectives, the amounts were extreme
ly modest. 

While money was not the main 
issue, it does become a test of com
mitment. There is real question, in 
the minds of many sincere minority 
and white church people, as to why 
their recommendations for boards 
and agencies to reprioritize $5 mil
lion, and for annual conferences to 
reprioritize and surface another $5 
million, were not backed by General 
Conference. Instead General Confer
ence focused upon designating fund
ing for the missional priority from 
a Special Apportioned Benevolence 
($1 .5 million) and from the Special 
Advance ($3 .5 million), which pro
vid e far less assurance of actual 
funding. 

The Advan ce program has served 
as a means of resourcing several 
needs of the ethnic minority local 
churches, especially in salary sup
port. However, it is a sad piece of 
our hi story that our giving record in 
ethnic minority categories, parti cu
larly church extension and commu
nity development, through the ex
isting Advance program ("over and 
above" giving) has been well below 
25 percent of the modest amounts 
authorized. 

Even if the total sum requested by 
the General Conference for this mis
sional priority was received, Nation
al Division 's 40 percent share would 
only be a little more than half what 
the National Division of the Board 
of Global Ministries supplies each 
year for ethnic minority church and 
leadership development. The Divi
sion has been increasingly respon
sive to the empowerment ap
proaches advocated by minority 
people within the church-but its 
resources have been far too limited 
and hampered by higher costs and 
a budget reduction of over 30 per
cent during the past eight years. 

To put the finances of the priority 
in perspective, the needs that chal
lenge us are mammoth. In practically 
every conference with 10 or more 
ethnic minority local churches, at 
least half of them need major reno
vation or expansion . Every confer
ence also needs to explore develop
ing new minority churches. This 
calls for trained minority clergy. 
These needs, if shared equally 
among 73 annual conferences, 
would cost in excess of $730,000 a 
year for personnel and well over $7 
million for church development. 

''We must 

rise up and 
speak clearly 
to the hopes 
of those 
we have nurtured, 
to those who 
have experienced 
broken promises 
for too long. " 
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Additional lay m1ss1on personnel , 
local church nurture, schola rships 
and program assistance to seminaries 
emphasizing ethnic-sensitive train
ing would cost an average of $50,000 
a year per conference, or $3.8 mil
lion overall. 

The Puerto Rico and Rio Grande 
Annual Conferences and the Okla
homa Indian Missionary Conference 
need a supplement of at least $1 ,200 
a year for 200 pastors, simply to 
bring salaries to a min imum of 
$7,000 a year, costing another $240,-
000 a year. 

New outreach ministries fro m ex
isti ng local minority churches, an
other priority, would cost another 
$3 .8 million (at a cost of $50,000 per 
conference). 

Thus a conservative tota l, if we 
are to begin to meet the needs that 
were expressed at General Confer
ence, would be in excess of $15.5 
million a year. Of course, if there 
were a genuine reorderi ng of priori
ties at the local and conference 
level , in a very few years the mo
mentum created by this process 
would take much of the pressure off 
white congregations, and permit mi
norities to expand and improve 
without a great deal of assistance. 

Minority empowerment is essen
tial to a healthy church, and is, 
therefo re, a priority, whether stated 
or unstated . It is encouragi ng that 
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the w ho le church may recognize 
the in te rconnectedness of socia l, 
po li tica l, economic, edu cati onal and 
spi ritual development. The most ef
fective miss ionary enterprises have 
been those w hich have undertaken 
to min ister to a commu nity's human 
needs as an express ion of the love 
and acceptance of Ch rist w ho 
sought to bring the Kingdom of God 
to earth. It has been th rough reach
ing out to peop le in need that the 
loca l church has strengthened itse lf. 

The response we make wil l deter
mine the exten t to w hich we are 
faithful to our own concept of a 
plu ra l istic church, and the degree to 
which the chu rch wi ll be a leader in 
guiding society towa rd a truly Chris
tian response to its prob lems. The 
chall enge is upon us: we must ri se 
up and speak cl ea rl y to the hopes 
of those we have nurtured, to those 
who have experi enced broken 
promises fo r too long. 

The General Conference has 
spoken. Let the laity, the clergy, the 
district and the conference bear an 
effective witness to the ethn ic mi
nority loca l church in presence and 
deed . Then let the church say, 
" Amen ." • 

Dr. Riley is assistant general secretary 
for mission leadership, National Divi
sion, United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries . 

Ethnic Minority Local 
Church 

Minority Empowerment as an objective 
is hi gh among Nationa l Division 
priorities. In fulfill ing this objective it has 
been engaged fo r more than eight years in 
resourcing minorities in the fo llowing 
ways: 

1. Increasing salary support of minor
ity pastors through the Office of Ethnic 
and language Ministries and the Support 
for Action Ministries program. 

2. Building and renovating ethnic 
minority local churches and parsonages 
through Church Extension grants and 
loans. 

3. Faci litating the appointment of dea
conesses, home missionaries, church and 
community workers, community de
velopers, and US-2s to work in minority 
local churches and parishes to strengthen 
their various ministries. 

4. Engaging minority local church lay 
persons and clergy in intensive training 
programs, workshops and consultations 
around specific organizational and lead
ership development objectives. 

5. Contributing to a variety of out
reach and community development pro
grams such as day care centers, youth 
activities, tutorial programs, community 
organization leadership. 

6. Enabling communi ty centers, 
schools, residence programs and hospi
tals to move more deliberately toward the 
inclusion of ethnic minority persons on 
their Boards of Directors. 

Prior to the action of the General 
Conference, the Board of Global Minis
tries took another look at its funding and 
allocated $500,000, to be administered 
by the National Division for the ethnic 
minority local church. In addition, the 
Board of Global Ministries committed 
itself to increasing its allocations annually 
for this priority throughout the 1976-
1980 quadrennium. 

More than two million dollars of the 
Special Missional Priority funds are ex
pected to be allocated to the National 
Division to enhance its capacity to re
spond to the ethnic minority local church 
needs as it relates io church extension, 
salary supplement and outreach minis
tries. The National Division is working to 
utilize these funds in ways which will be 
most helpful , beyond its present capacity, 
in strengthening a major church-wide, 
response to these critical needs. 

The National Division has developed 
guidelines emphasizing the participating 
roles of annual conferences and 
minorities in developing programs on 
local issues related to the ethnic minority 
church. On December 7-1 0, 1976, 
bishops were invited to a consultation, 
sponsored by the National Division, 
which focused upon clairfying the 
guidelines and the ways in which the 
Conferences and the National Division 
can work together more effectively to
ward strengthening the ethnic minority 
local churches across the nation. 
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ALONE OF ALL HER SEX, The Myth 
and Cult of the Virgin Mary, by Marina 
Warner. New York, 1976: Alfred A. 
Knopf; 400 pages, $15. 

What, you may ask, is a nice Protes
tant boy like me · doing reviewing a 
book on the Virgin Mary written by an 
English woman who was brought up as 
a Roman Catho lic? 

A good question, but not one that is 
likely to be asked by anyone who has 
read this fascinating, wide-ranging study 
on the pre-eminent female figure in 
Western society and how she got to be 
that way. By the time that Ms. Warner 
gets through, she had convinced this 
reader at least that this was a book for 
everyone, perhaps most for men. 

What the author has done is to look 
at the figure of Mary in the Scriptures 
and remind us how comparatively littl e 
is said there. Then she takes the various 
attributes given to the figure of the 
Virgin and describes how they were 
added and embellished over time. 

In doing this, she uses a dazzling 
variety of sources-artistic and literary 
as well as religious and political . Thus, 
in describing Mary as queen, she may 
illustrate her painted likeness to a 
Byzantine emp ress; as bride, she draws 
upon the medieval troubadors and the 
cult of court ly love. 

Lest all this seem pedantic, it should 
be pointed out that Ms. Warner is out 
not on ly to describe how but why these 
characterizations came into being. For 
it is her thesis that Christianity is pro
foundly anti -sexual and that the female 
figure from Eve on bears the brunt of 
this bias. Mary is the " ideal woman" 
and she has attributes no real woman 
can possess; therefore, she has histori
cally been used to subordinate women . 
(Protestants who may feel inclined to 
feel smug about this should be re
minded by the author that " a goddess 
is better than no goddess at all, for the 
sombre-suited masculine world of the 
Protestant religion is altogether too 
much like a gentlemen's club to which 
the ladies are only admitted on special 
days.") 

Finally, for those tempted to worry 
about the polemical tone of " feminist" 

literature, M s. Warner has too much 
appreciation of the beauty created in 
honor of the Virgin (including her own 
girlhood memories) to adopt a badger
ing tone. All in all , a dandy book. 

A .J.M . 

THE SURVIVOR: An Anatomy of Life 
in the Death Camps, by Terrence Des 
Pres. New York, 1976: Oxford University 
Press; 218 pages, $10.00. 

NEW LIVES: Survivors of the Holocaust 
Living in America, by Dorothy Rabi
nowitz. New York, 1976: Alfred A. 
Knopf; 242 pages, $8.95. 

It is now more than 30 years since 
the wo rld discovered the truth of the 
momentous catastrophe for humanity 
perpetrated by the Nazis under the 
euphemism " the final solution." The 
ho loca ust, the destruction of the Euro
pean Jews, or however one wi shes to 
denote unprecedented barbarism, is 
now for the rest of us to try to com
prehend . Yet it is just thi s incomprehen
sibility which so bedevil s the observe r. 
To know, for example, that at the peak 
of operations at Treblinka, 15,000 men, 
women and children died every day, 
is to recognize the poverty of language 
and thought in the effo rt to understa nd 
ca lamity on such a sca le. The Nazis 
themselves did not think anyone would 
ever believe it; yet they tried to cama
flouge the policy of human annihilation, 
first by the euphemisms peculiar to a 
bureaucracy, then, toward the end, by 
physically destroying the evidence. The 
Nazis failed, and this is their most con
spicuous failure ; for, despite the mil
li ons killed, su rvivors, however few, 
bear wi tness. 

It is almost an impertinence to speak 
of the literature of the holocaust, as if 
one had to classify it for the benefit of 
bibliographers. This body of work, hun
dreds of accounts by those who lived 
through the most wretched conditions 
imaginable, has provided the testimony 
for an indictment which has been our 
principal preoccupation with Hitler's 
12-year Reich . The question of guilt, 
first pursued at Nuremburg, then 
through the years to the Eichmann trial , 
is at last fading. Now the testi mony 
may be read and examined for its own 
sake; the center of focus need not be 
the captors and the death-dealers, but 
the sufferers and the testifiers. 

The Survivor is an examination of at 
least part of the written record (most 
of the victims' accounts are not in 
English) and an inquiry, at times philo
sophical and sociological, into the na
ture of human survival in situations 
which were (and here language shows 
itse lf to be impoverished) extreme. Mr. 
Des Pres assembles texts which never 
do anything less than confront the 

physical and moral misery of the tellers. 
His commentary is unstudied and com
passionately unanalytical ; the familiar 
tendency to lapse into the comfortable 
theori zings of behaviorists and psycho
ana lysts seems to be driven away by 
the gross reality of the experience. Mr. 
Des Pres rea ches for a synthesis of the 
meanin g of survival , both for the in 
divi dual and for the group; but there 
are huge contradictions in the testimony 
itself and his conclusions are not com
pletely convincing. 

New Lives is more the work of a re
porter than a commentator, but it is no 
less valuable. It furnishes accounts of 
helli sh existence in concentration 
camps; yet thi s testimony (oral history 
is the present-day term) is the basis for 
an inspection of the aftermath, of the 
victims li ving out their lives in the 
present, w ith the terribleness of the 
past never for a moment beyond recol
lection. Miss Rabinowitz's work, and 
the wo rk of an ora l historian is akin to 
midwifery, is painstaking. 

Philip Winters 

Mr. Winters , a writer, is preparing a 
book on the background of the Holo
caust. 

NATIVITY 
by George de la Tour 
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LETTERS 
EXCELLENT ARTICLES 

May I compliment you on [the October] 
issue. These five articles [on People and 
Systems] are excellent. Every church mem
ber should read these articles. 

Sam L. Laird 
Atlanta, Georgia 

He is director of religious life for Emory 
University. 

WOMEN'S PLACE 
Thank you for the October issue of New 

World Outlook. I appreciate the article on 
" Women : The Old Against the System" by 
Ellen Kirby not only because I have just en
tered the 40-60 age category, but because 
Ms. Kirby was able to verbalize so clear ly 
the myriad problems which American so
ciety faces regarding the role and status of 
women, and the systemic changes wh ich 
must take place in order for women to ap
propriate the fu ll humanity which is right
fu lly theirs. 

Some of these problems exist in Japanese 
society w ith varying cultural themes, and 
there are women in th is society who are 
beginning to realize that in order fo r sys
temic change to take place, we must ques
tion existing systems and offer alternatives 
which wiil allow women to share with men 
a new humanity. 

Jane Hul l Harvey 
Tokyo, Japan 

She is a United Methodist missionary. 

DEFENSE OF DOCTORS 
I have just finished reading " Health Care : 

Peopl ing the System" by Cathie Lyons in 
the October New World Outlook. 

After being the victim of five operations 

in two years, I feel I have some knowledge 
of modern doctors and think Ms. Lyons 
must be misinformed or ignorant of the 
policies of most hospi.tals and doctors. 

Three of my operations were major and 
very serious. Before all of these operations 
the doctors explained in great detail the 
need and ri sks of the operations. I was 
urged to consider the angles and make my 
own decisions. 

I am not particularly brave and asked one 
of my doctors to please not be so explicit. 
He said his hospital conformed to the policy 
of " informed consent" and it called for 
complete truthfulness in every aspect. At no 
time did I feel that I was under " arbitrary 
power." 

Since doctors have spent years studying 
medicines and diseases how can the unin
formed laymen possib le obtain " adequate 
knowledge and means to administe r care 
to themselves" ? 

Granted that the doctors do receive exor
bitant fees, I fee l that they are cal led by 
God and without their inspired dedication 
the world would be a sorry place. I think 
the article in question is very misleading in 
that it suggests the medical profession is 
victimizing the patient " world ." Far from it. 

Gladys Paterson 
Donovan, Ill ino is 

" LACK OF CHRISTIAN TOLERANCE" 
I have two guiding lights in my l ife, one 

who said, " with malice toward none and 
charity toward all"; the other, my constant 
Friend who said, " This is my command that 
ye love one another as I have loved you ." 

The [Board of Global Ministries'] maga
zines have been in our home over 20 years, 
and I have been subscription chairman. Not 
always have I been in accord with views 
expressed-as I see some knowledgeable 
men and women are not. The October New 
World Outlook on " The Bishops' Political 
Blunder" impressed me with a lack of Chris
tian to lerance. 

Protestants and Catholics differ but dare 
we as Christians be so condemnatory if we 
hope to have peace in our hearts, spread
ing, yes, to Ire land? O ur editors can speak, 
can bring us information we need, but not 
in a revolting manner. 

LaDora Marshal l 
Lancaster, Ohio 

[he One 8Rcao ffiaK · s Us One Boo~ Chough 

This mural of the Last Supper is located at the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute in Garrison, N.Y. 
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The six-sided 
World of 

the Advance 
Since 1948 the Advance has 
provided an essential channel 
for United Methodist second
mi le mission g ivin g . By 
General Conference action 
two new dimensions, the mis
sion al prioriti es of wor ld 
hunger and ethnic minority 
churches have been added . 
The opportun ities to be a 
partner by choice in the Ad
vance are now six-fold: 

World Division 
National Division 
United Method ist 
Committee on Relief 

Conference Advance 
Specials 

Ethnic Minority 
Churches 

World Hunger 

Link up now! 
For mor e informati o n ab out 
becoming a partner by choice 

write: 

The Advance Office 
Room 1316 
475 Riverside Dr. 
New York, N.Y. 10027 
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THE llOYING 
FINGER WRITES 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS DENOUNCE 
BRAZIL'S 'CLIMATE OF FEAR' 

In a 17-page document listing numer
ous cases of " torture, violence, and 
oppression" in Brazil , the nation's 
Roman Catholic bishops lashed out at 
what they called the country's " climate 
of fear and violence." 

The document, in the form of a joint 
letter of the Brazifian Bishops' Confer
ence, was the latest move in a long
standing clash over human rights be
tween the Brazilian Catholic Church and 
the right-wing military regimes which 
have been in power in Brazi l si nce 1964. 

" The deeper roots of violence in 
Brazil ," said the bishops, " lie in the 
lack of justice for the poor, the cover
up of corrupt policemen by higher 
authorities, the uneven distribution of 
wealth and land, and the supremacy 
of the ideology of national security over 
the security of the individual." 

The letter went on to say that persons 
who accuse " bishops, priests and laity" 
of being "subversives, agitators, Com
munists," for defending the poor, politi
cal prisoners, and " torture victims" 
contributed to the crime and violence 
that was so much a part of the Brazil 
of today. 

The bishops charged that it was the 
" poor and the defenseless" who were 
being thrown into Brazilian jails, where, 
the prelates sa id, they were often sub
jected to " torture." 

Right-wing " death squads," which are 
generally thought to be made of " off
duty" policemen and are commonly 
believed to be responsible for the 
" execution" of thousands of common 
criminals, were also roundly denounced 
by the bishops. 

" In some cases," said the prelates, 
" these policemen have been punished , 
but many others have escaped justice 
because they enjoyed the protection of 
higher authorities." 

The joint letter, which was drafted 
at a plenary session of the Brazilian 
Bishops' Conference in October, was 
held over and released on the evening 
of Nov. 16 to avoid becoming a political 
issue in that day's municipal elections. 

Among the cases of recent violence 
cited in the document were the slaying 
by a policeman of Father Juan Bosco 
Penido Burnier, a former provincial 
superior of the Jesuits in Brazil and a 

RNS Phot o 
NEW CHURCH FACILITIES IN EASTERN EUROPE 

The growth o f religious activity in Eastern Europe is reflected in new facilities . At top is a 
recently completed Baptist church in Timisoara, Romania. The congregation of this church 
numbers 650 and it is one of five Baptist churches in Timisoa ra . Dr. Gerhard Class, the 
secretary-treasurer of the European Baptist Federation who recently visited Romania, reports 
that there are more than 160,000 Baptists in the country and that there has been a growth 
rate of 10,000 new baptisms in recent years. 

champion of poor Indians, and the 
murder by agents of powerful land
owners of Salesian Father Rodolfo Lun
kenbin , another defender of Indians' 
rights. 

(RNS) 

12% OF AMERICANS PRACTICE 
NON-TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS 

A new Gallup Poll reveals that about 
12 percent of American adults are en
gaged in non-traditional religious move
ments such as yoga, meditation, and 
charismatic renewal. 

Transcendental Meditation (TM) was 
found to be the most popular, sup
ported by 4 percent of persons surveyed 
or an estimated 6 million of the general 
public. 

Yoga followed in popularity, gaining 

FILMSTRIP ON UNITY 

A new sound and color filmstrip, 
" Weaving the Fabric of Unity," inter
prets contemporary ecumenism in 
local communities and on the inter
national level. Ideal for worship 
service during the Week of Christian 
Unity January 18-25 and for a depth 
study of ecumenical developments. 
It pictures models of ecumenical 
action and explores spiri tual unity, 
conciliar unity, coa litional unity, or
gani c unity and interreligious con 
cerns. The filmstrip may be ordered 
from Service Center, 7820 Read ing 
Road, Cincinnati , Ohio 45237. Sale, 
$7.50. 
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RITUAL IN A NEW DAY: 
An Invitation 
Take a fresh look at worship and discover 
new services for footwashing , naming , 
rituals with the dying , rituals with the 
divorced, and rituals for beginnings and 
endings . 

Pioneering work , comments , and 
suggestions from laypersons and 
ministerial co-workers, have been used to 
produce this resource for everyone who 
has a special interest in, or responsibility 
for, the worship program . Edited by Hoyt 
Hickman. Paper, $3.75 . 

WORD AND TABLE: 
A Basic Pattern of Sunday 
Worship for United 
Methodists 
This book helps renew the services of 
worship , offering alternative suggestions 
for the regular Sunday service and other 
basic services of the church . 

It feature a historical discussion, a 
look at the newer theological 
understandings of liturgy and worship , a 
commentary on Holy Communion and 
other acts of worsh ip , the newer 
ecumenical forms for fami liar texts, and 
calendar and lectionary for the Chri tian 
year. Edited by Hoyt Hickman . Paper, 
$2 .50 

at your cokesbury bookstore 

abingdon 
the book publishing deportment of 
the united methodist publ1sh1ng house 
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One church
many cultures 

hu1J1an Feb. 
relations 13 rum day 1977 
We are one church with a 
heritage sterning from many 
cultures - joined on Human 
Relations Day through a 
Christian concern for all. 

0rw Mlterills 1ro111: 
United Methodist Comnulicltions 

1200 D1Yis St., Evwton, I. 60201 

-~ 
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Joyce Hamlin, staff member of the 
Women's Division, was in China during 
the political upheaval following Chair
man Mao's death. In the February issue 
of New World Outlook, she gives some 
firsthand impressions. Dr. Charles C. 
West, former China missionary and well
known Christian ethicist, provides pro
vocative theo logical reflections on China. 

Charley Lerrigo writes about " all the 
joys, some of the problems" in Seattle, 
which one evangel ist has branded an 

3 percent of respondents or an esti
mated 5 million of the public. Both the 
charismatic renewal and mysticism each 
received 2 percent of the responses, or 
an estimated 3 million people each. 
Eastern religions were . followed by 1 
percent of respondents, or a projected 
2 million of the public. 

The Gallup Poll was conducted Aug. 
27-30 on a sampling of 1,553 adults 
aged 18 or older. They were shown a 
card containing the names of religious 
disciplines which were little known in 
the U.S. until recent years. 

The list included TM, a meditation 
technique introduced in the U.S. by 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi ; yoga, an Indian
based system of philosophical and 
physical methods of attaining self
mastery; oriental religions ; charismatic 
renewal , the Christian movement which 
emphasizes the gifts of the Spirit ; and 
mysticism, which contains elements of 
earlier Christianity. 

Options listed in the poll implicitly 
cover most major movements and sects 
that have emerged in the U.S., in recent 
years. 

The Gallup report said that most of 
the new religions tend to place great 
value on the inner self and the attain
ment of mental , psychic or spiritual 
states of peace. 

Religious leaders and sociologists 
have attributed the increasing interest in 
these new movements to various causes. 
Among them are the desire by many 
to find peace in the midst of a tense 
modern society, and the desire to find 
inner spiritual meaning in a secular 
society which has become what 
"seekers" believe to be overly scientific 
and rationalistic. 

Commenting on the followers of TM 
and yoga, the Gallup Poll found them 
" broadly speaking" young adults 18-24, 
"those in college or who are generally 
non-religious in the traditional sense." 

(RNS) 

i rreligious city. Connie M yer reports on 
how Crossroads Urban Center, a com
mun ity center related to the National 
Division, is helping to save neighbor
hoods. The second article in the Direc
tions in National Mission se ries describes 
how " redlining" is depriving urban 
neighborhoods of needed capital. 

An article by Jeannie Fields concerns 
an economic self-help project in Atlanta 
assisted by the Human Relation s Day 
Offering {February 13) . Especially appro
priate to Lent is a profile of Ham Sok 
Hon, courageous Korean Quaker, by Jim 
Stentzel. 

A lso in this issue are letters from 
missionaries and a personal account by 
a young adult of her search for wisdom, 
witness and nurture in the church . 
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Virginia Mollenkott presents scrip· 
tural teaching on the mutual 
submi ion role of women and 
men, married or single, as inspired 
by Jesus. $3 .95, paper 

"Out of the spate of books about 
women now being published, this is 
the one I wholeheartedly recom· 
mend."-Eugenia Price 

"Virginia Mollenkott's books have 
shown her to be a clear thinker 
... you'll want to read it all." 
- Rosalind Rinker 
"A n important corrective of much 
of the feminis t and anti-feminist 
literature."-William W. Paul 

"Broad in scope, balanced in 
treatment."-Paul K. Jewett 
"An excellent job."-Letha Scanzoni 

Also available 
in a cassette kit! 

The kit contains: one copy of the 
book with order form for ad· 
ditional copies; one printed leader's 
guide fo r group use (with alternate 
exercises for individual study) ; 
six experiential class study sessions 
on three 60-minute cassettes nar rated 
by Virginia Mollenkott . $24.95 

ot your cokesbury bookstore 

abinqdon 
the book publishing department of 
the united methodist publishing house 

Hand-culu1'ed phutog1·aph 
uf youl' chu rc h 01· any 
scene on pretty 10 %-inch 
gold-r im plates. Orders 
fill ed for o n e dozen 0 1· 
m u 1·e plates. Also ch urch 
n ot e µape1· in Quantity . 
W1·ite fo r free info1·ma
lion. DEl"T. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox, Virginia 24 522 

NOTE 

ENRICH YOUR 
STUDY • •• USE 

People and Systems Cassette. Un ited 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 
$3 .50. 

Due to an increase in Postige Due rates, New 
World Outlook has to pay 25' for each inco r· 
rect address returned . Pl ease report any change 
of address directly to the magazine as ind icated 
in the notice on the Table of Contents page . 

Local church groups will find this 
new cassette a good introduction to the 
1977 mission study " People and Sys· 
terns" and its concerns of education, 
health care, rel igion, work and the status 
of women in four countries. 

Order from Service Center, 7820 
Reading Road, Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 . 

r· 
I 

Adding 
gour weight 
to the 
future 

This boy lives in Southern Madagascar. He is being weighed to check his 
response to a church-sponsored health program in his village. Children un
der five receive milk, vaccinations and locally produced nutritious foods . 
His parents and other adults learn about sanitation and improved farming 
techn iques. Nurses and nurses-aides visit his village twice a month 
providing the only health program available. Your contributions to UMCOR 
will help keep the program going - making an impact now, as well as mak
ing an investment in healthier generations to come. This is another example 
of Christ's love in action. 

--------------.... 1s1s91.o 1 
Your contributed dollars help tip I 

the scales in Madagascar. 

I 
I 
I 

Name I 
Clip this coupon 

and mail with Slreel address I 
your check to : 

U MCOA Am . 1439 C•ty s1a1e Z•p I 
475 Rivers ide Dr . I New York , N . Y . 10027 Church Annual Conlerence I 

L 
Ttle United Melhod1s1 Ch ild Support Program is a part ol the world wide ministry ol the Board ol Gtobal Mm1stnes, with all .J 

child care 1ns111u11ons approved as Advance Specials. ------------------



The 1977 Parish Paper Improvement 
Package starts with a. newsletter 
evaluation service. It includes the pop
ular Parish Paper Service. Then it 
backs these up with the useful and 
practical parish newsletter manual. All 
at a price every church can afford. 

The NEWSLETTER EVALUATION 
SERVICE is available free to every sub
scriber of Parish Paper Service and provides 
an expert's critique of your present newsletter, 
shows how it rates in ten different areas of 
qual ity, and offers specific recommendations 
for improvement. Three recent issues of your 
newsletter are used in the evaluation . 
PARISH PAPER SERVICE, now in its eighth 
year, provides timely informative material for 
use in your parish newsletter. Each of its two 
editions (Benevolence Interpretation and 
News Reports) is published twice a month ; 
each is available in two formats (8 Y2" x 11 " 
single-page and two 7" x 8Y2' ' side-by-side 
pages) . Parish Paper Service comes to you , 
ready-to-run , on pre-cut stenc ils, offset 
masters or on printed sheets for selective re
typing. It's the perfect way to keep members 
informed of how the church is putting their 
support to work at home and abroad , plus up
to-the-minute news developments within our 
denomination . 
The PARISH NEWSLETTER MANUAL, 
"Words Ring Louder Than Bells," by Ray
mond H. Wilson , editor of Parish Paper Ser
vice, contains 10 informative chapters on 
production of better parish newsletters: how to 
relate your paper to the mission of your con
gregation, tips on new sources of material and 
writing techniques, ways to reach the right 
audience, and how to print and mail the 
newsletter. Th is manual is the on ly one of its 
kind . 

Please allow six weeks for delivery. 
The cost of the entire Ofl y 

1977 Parish Paper Improve-

ment Package - the evaluation, $1 0 50 
a 12-month subscription 
to Parish Paper Service, -

CLIP COUPON 
AND MAIL 

and the manual - starts at 

Use the order form to ·Order the size of package 
that best meets -your needs. 

ORDER FORM Parish_ Paper Service 1525 McGavock St. (PleaM check one box in each section below) 
Nashville, Tenn . 37203 

Send Parish Paper Service(s) as checked below to: CONTENT (Check One) 
Name of Church _____________ D Both Interpretation 

AND News services 
Street l::J Interpretation service only 

C'ity D News Report service only 
-------State----Zip ---

FREQUENCY (Check One) 
-Pe-r-so_n_O_r_d-er-in_g _____________ D All Issues (22 per year) 

D Check Enclosed 0 Please Bill Us of each service checked above 

MAIL TO: Parish Paoer Service. See address above. D Once-a-Month Issue 
(Make checks payable to United Methodist Communications) of each service checked above 

FORMAT (Check One) 
D 8Y2"x 11 " 

Single-Page (vertical) 
0 8Y2" x 14" 

Double-Page (horizontal) 

MEDIUM (Check One) 
Precut Stencils: 
D A. B. Dick (4-hole) 
D Gestetner (9-hole) 
D Rex Rotary (7-hole) 

D Offset Masters 
D Printed Sheets for 

Retyping 


