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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

July-August, 1976 

Missionaries. At their annual furloughed missionary conference, this time at Fair
field University in Connecticut, 94 United Methodist missionaries, plus staff and 
board members, called on the U.S. government and the UM Church to join with them in 
protesting violations of human rights, especially in Chile, South Korea, Rhodesia 
and South Africa. In the cases of Chile and South Korea the names of persons known 
to have been detained or imprisoned were listed. The group requested the World Di
vision to 11 enable some persons to be present 11 at the next meeting of the United Na
tions Commission on Human Rights. A Missionary Consultation, held after the con
ference and authorized to make recommendations concerning missionary affairs, passed 
a strong statement condemning .the use of missionaries by U.S. intelligence-gathering 
operations in the U.S. or abroad. The group also condemned "the action of any 
missionary who knowingly gives information to agents of such units . " . . . Conference 
participants and the World Division honored retiring missionaries Ruth and Olin 
Burkholder (Korea), Eulalia Cook (Costa Rica), Marian Derby ( Mexico), Gladys Oberlin 
(Brazil), and Margaret Thomas (Singapore). 

~· Among the winners in the recent Italian elections is the Rev. Tullio Vinay, 
a Waldensian minister who ran as an Independent on the Communist Party ticket in the 
district of Chivasso Casale in northwestern Ita l y. Mr. Vinay was the moving spirit 
behind Agape, an .ecumenical youth village west of Turin built by workcampers from 
many countries soon after World War II. In the early 60's he went to work among 
poor people in Southern Italy. Pastor Vinay had obtained permis sion from leading 
members of his Church to make the race. 

New York. Dr. Ernest T. Campbell surprised the Board of Deacons of famed Riverside 
Churctlby announcing his resignation as senior minister. At a subsequent meeting 
the Deacons voted, after much discussion, to accept the resignation with regret. Dr . 
Campbell, who is 53, said his decision arose from the fact 11 that my job as consti
tuted under the staff reorganization plan does not provide me with sufficient joy 
and satisfaction to justify the pressures and demands." Dr. Campbell had served 20 
years in the United Presbyterian ministry before coming to Riverside eight years 
ago . He said he had no immediate vocational plans. 

India. Bishop James K. Mathews defended the emergency policies of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi in late June before the House Subcommittee on International Organiza
tions, claiming that the "prevailing circumstances 11 have justified the restrictions 
(see editorials). "Ordinarily, and in principle, I should find repugnant any meas-



ures which restrict the civil liberties of a people," said Bishop Mathews. "Never
theless, in the present situation, I believe these measures have been warranted. I 
would hasten to add that it is my earnest hope that the restrictions will be lifted 
at t he earliest possible moment . " He called for Americans to exercise "a certain 
restraint and reser vation of judgment with respect to India." 

Oil. The United Church of Christ ' s Center for Social Action has released secret 
documents which allegedly indicate that Mobil Oil Corporation used a South African 
subsidiary to sell oil to Rhodesia in violat ion of United Nations sanctions and set 
up a "paper chase" to disguise the operation. If true, the action may leave Mobil 
open to U.S. government legal action, because by government law only chrome (the 
Byrd Amendment) is exempt from the U.N. sanctions; no other trade is authorized . 
The documents were obtained by an underground organization of white South Africans, 
known only as "Okhela '1 , and passed on to the UCC Center for Social Action because 
that church organization has long been involved in monitoring U.S. business involve
ment in South Africa. The Center released the report in a 50-page booklet called 
"The Oil Companies: An Investigation into how multinational oil companies provide 
Rhodesia 1 s oil needs " (UCC, 297 Park Avenue South, New York, 10010 $1.50). Mobil 
Oil has sent a top management team to South Africa to investigate the charges . 

Woman's Division. The Women's Division and the Fund for New Priorities in America 
are sponsoring a conference primarily for congressmen called Southern Africa--Impli
cations for U.S. Policy, on September 9 right after the opening of Congress. Senator 
Dick Cla r k has agreed to serve as chairman . 

Flexibility. UM missionaries Dot and Bill Anderson, who spent twenty years in 
Mozambique and had learned Shitswa and Portuguese, have begun a new career with the 
Methodist Church of Kenya, at Kwale, where they will take up Swahili. 

Presbyterians. The new publisher of A.O. magazine is Roy~· Lord, 57, a communica
tions executive who has served as a marketing consultant to several major corpora
tions. He succeeds Robert H. Heinze, who retired after 28 years as publisher of 
A. O. and its United Presbyterian predecessor, Presbyterian Life .... Approximately 
5,000 women and some men are expected to participate in the triennial meeting of 
United Presbyterian Women at Purdue University at West Lafayette, Indiana. Some 70 
workshops will be held on a variety of topics, including justice for women and mi
norities , minority education, multinational corporations, the new international 
economic order, hunger, world mission, human sexuality-marriage-family, racism and 
sexism in church and society, human values in medic i ne, needs and rights of children, 
concerns of Native Americans, and aging .... Four Portuguese Presbyterian pastors in 
northern Portugal were beaten up by a mob said to have been incited by a Roman Cath
olic priest . The four had gone to the town of Morais on June 14 to explain a social 
development project to include a clinic, an agricultural school and a kindergarten, 
all to serve poor people . The pastors said the people of the town had been wa~ned 
for two Sundays by a local priest against the coming of "Communists and Cubans from 
Angola" and as the pastors' cars approached town, the emergency bell was rung to 
summon the people. The incident was said to be a setback for ecumenical relations. 
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Rhodesia. One of black Africa's most courageous newspapers, Umbowo, a weekly begun 
by the United Methodist Church in Rhodesia but now having ecumenical support, has 
jumped its circulation from 4,000 copies a week a year ago to 19,000. Africa is far 
ahead of other areas of the world in having Christian periodicals which are involved 
in societal problems and influential in the secular arena, according to Doris Hess, 
communications secretary of the World Division of the Board of Global Missions. 

Korea. The Bridge Drama Group, which does biblical shadow plays, has just complet
ed a highly successful tour of 11 cities in four Asian countries, the first time a 
drama team has performed outside Korea. The youthful professional repertory troupe 
recently won the drama prize awarded by the Seoul daily, Hankook Ilbo, for best per
formance of the year. Margaret Moore, UM missionary who variously acts, directs and 
produces for the troupe, says the repertory ranges from Shakespeare to skits with 
public health themes .... The 60,000-member WSCS, largest churchwomen's organization 
in Asia, plans to invite two Asian women to attend . the interdenominational Asia Cen
ter for Theological Study in Seoul for two years and pay their living expenses. At 
its recent annual meeting the WSCS also heard reports from representatives of its 
20,000 junior members and four home missionaries. The Society called upon each mem
ber to contribute the cost of one meal a year to fund pensions for its retired Bible 
women. Many WSCS members continue the practice of setting aside a spoonful of rice 
before cooking each meal and giving a basket of the "sacred rice" to the minister 
each month. 

Rural Work. For the first time in its 16-year history, the ecumenical Asian Rural 
Institute in Japan (see November, 1975 NWO article by Daniel and Neva Corl) has two 
African trainees, a Ghanaian Methodist minister and a Nigerian Anglican school head
master. Another ARI record is the enrollment in 1976 of nine women -- teachers, 
principals and development workers in rural areas of Asia. Up until this year, only 
14 of the 150 participants from 17 Asian countries have been women. 

Apartheid. Despite recent racial violence in Soweto and other areas in South Africa, 
the major white Dutch Reformed Church still supports the government's apartheid 
policies. Dr. F. E. O'Brien Geldenhuys, director of the Church's ecumenical affairs, 
told the Methodist Recorder, an independent Methodist weekly in London, that South 
African blacks "are grateful that this system is allowing them to develop as groups 
in their own right. 11 He also said that his church, like other churches in South 
Africa, protested against individual wrong and injustice, "but we cannot reject 
apartheid. It is the same system we adopt in our missionary work. 11 The Dutch Re
formed Church has three 11 daughter 11 Churches -- one for Africans, one for 11 Coloureds 11

, 

and one for Asians. "Most of the English-speaking Churches, under the South African 
Council of Churches, to which we do not belong, go out from the basic premise that 
the present system is inherently wrong, and should be replaced by a multi-racial 
society, 11 Dr. Geldenhuys said. "We say no. No political system as such is entirely 
right or wrong. At present the government aims at a solution which -- to our mind -
seems to be in accordance with the Word of God. We say if people wish to return to 
their identity, it is also part of God's Word to allow them to do so. 11 

National Division. As part of its national Hunger funding the National Division of 
the Board of Global Ministries has made a grant of $10,000 to the Farm Labor Organ-



1z1ng Committee of Toledo, Ohio, for its work in helping farm workers obtain health 
and legal services and general organizing to improve their situation. The organiza
tion is not related to the United Farm Workers .... Supervision of the expenditure of 
the $500,000 previously allocated by the Board of Global Ministries for ethnic mi
nority local churches has been assigned to the National Division. The money, voted 
at the last meeting of the Board, is derived from unexpected World Service receipts. 
Ethnic minority local churches was one of the churchwide missional priorities of 
General Conference. 

Hatfield. Senator Mark 0. Hatfield (R-Oregon) has responded to criticisms by church-
men of his withdrawal of proposed legislation limiting contacts between the Central 
Intelligence Agency and missionary personnel. In letters to Charles Germany and 
L.M . McCoy of the BOGM 1 s World Division, the Senator said that he 11 would not have 
yielded to accept what I consider to be a good compromise if I had reason to believe 
that my legislation had a realistic chance of being enacted into law. 11 Pointing out 
that only Senator Alan Cranston of California had joined him as cosponsor and that no 
committee hearings had been scheduled on his bill, Hatfield became convinced that 
regulatory restrictions by the CIA were the ~est that could be obtaineq. In addi
tion, the Senator said that he began to have reservations 11 about the constitution
ality of prohibiting the CIA from even accepting information volunteered by mission
aries11 as the 11 effect was to restrict the right of missionaries to free association 
and speech. 11 Hatfield concluded that 11 to have the state move to protect the church 
from the damaging actions of its own members is ... a violation of the separation of 
church and state. 11 

Angola Mercenaries. Four mercenaries, three Britons and one American, have been 
executed by the Angolan government despite appeals from a number of persons, includ
ing UMC Bishop Ralph E. Do9ge and Washington Roman Catholic archbishop, William 
Cardinal Baum. Dodge, a longtime friend of Angola President Agostinho Neto, was 
contacted by the U.S. State Department but acted on his own and on humanitarian 
grounds. 11 1 could not appeal for an American, but for all those who had death sen
tences ... I don't believe you can separate out your own nationality. 11 Cardinal Baum 
had appealed as the pastor of the U.S. mercenary. Bishop Dodge was critical of the 
State Department, saying 11 0nly a week ago we vetoed their (Angola 1 s) application for 
admission into the United Nations, and now, indirectly, we make an appeal for clem
ency and understanding on their part. Who knows but what in all probability these 
mercenaries were supported by the CIA and with the knowledge, certainly, of the 
State Department. 11 

Deaths . Bishop Willis J. King, 89, believed to be the oldest UMC bishop in the 
world, died in New Orleans June 17. A professor and college president, he was 
elected bishop i n 1944 and retired in 1960. 

South Korea. Twelve clergy and lay members of the Seoul Metropolitan Community 
Organization have been released by South Korean police in early July. (See story on 
page 47.) Details are not yet known. 
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~EDITORIALS OJ 
The New Piety, 

The Old Puritanism 
One of the more distre ing elements 

of the o-called Congressional "sex scan
dals" is the reaction of the press, both 

cular and religious. The newspapers, 
having made the momentou discovery 
that se ·ual activities by public fi gm es 
both titillate and (presumably) edify, 
ar happily enjoying the profitable 
fruits of that discovery \vithout worry
ing about such tiresome detail as the 
line between gossip and news and what 
con titutes public and private behavior. 

If the religious press is any example, 
p rhaps we should be grateful that the 
s ular press has avoided these issues . . 
What the religious press ha done, in 
periodicals as diver e as Th e Christian 
Century and The United Methodist Re
porter, is to advocate a simple-minded 
puritanism that i enough to make 
Christian ethicists weep. 

The press in a way is a victim of its 
own success. vVatergate is a hard act to 
follow and much serious inve tigative 
reporting deals with technical details of 
payoffs and influence peddling that the 
general population finds dull if worthy. 

Along comes a figure like W ayne 
Hays, a petty tyrant \vith a girl friend 
on the payroll . This is almost a stock 
figure in political legend and certainly 
fair game for exposure but hardly proof 
that Wa hington is outdoing ancient 
Rome in debauchery and corruption. 
But, boy does it sell newspapers and 
soon we move on to the more sensitive 
area of alleged sexual misconduct which 
does not involve the public treasury 
(see the unfortunate cases of Congress
men How and Waggoner.) This is all 
very sad but surely these are private 
problems. 

Certainly a part of the difficulty here 
is the ambivalent attitude of merican 
society about ex. Total confusion as to 
standards i \vide pread in a culture 
which both proclaim monogamy and 
also uses sex to ell commodities. 

None of this is to uggest that any
thing goes and that there i no connec
tion between private and public moral
ity. It is to remember that we are all 
inners and that to elect per on to of

fice on the basis of their home and per
sonal life i both bad r ligion and bad 
politics. 

In this year of the Bicentennial , we 
hould pay more attention to our his

tory. New England, it is true, was orig
inally run as a Puritan theocracy in 
which religious values and standards of 
conduct governed the entire community 
but those were not the principles upon 
which the founding fathers established 
the United tates. We are after all a 
secular sta te in which no es tablishment 
of religion is allowed. Religious people 
usually think of that as a good thing 
but they must remember that the sep
aration works both ways. ( It might also 
be interesting in this Bicentennial year 
to contemplate what our present moral
ists would have said about the sexual 
conduct of Benjamin Franklin.) 

It is because sexual matters are so 
personal that we must avoid judging 
them in the public ar na. Surely we all 
hope and pray that all persons will strive 
to be open, loving and responsible in 
this important area. If they are married, 
we can hope for the kind of commit
ment Christians feel necessary for this 
basic relationship. What we cannot do 
is to set this up as a test for holding 
public office. 

"Hypocrisy," according to La Roche
foucauld , "is the homage vice pays to 
virtue." It is also the inevitable result 
when people are asked to incarnate vir
tue by and for others. It is the besetting 
sin of public life ( in which we include 
much more than political officials, as, 
for example, the clergy). As Christians 
and as citizens, we should seek for au
thenticity in all realms of life and for 
compassion in dealing with the trou
bling issues of morality about which we 
are all perplexed . Simplistic calls for 
a return to "moral standards in public 
life" are not really much help. 

India A Year Later 
"It has long been a grave question 

whether any government, not too strong 
for the libertie of its people, can be 
strong enough to maintain its existence 
in great emergencies." 

-Abraham Lincoln 

Las t year, on June 26, India's Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi declared a 
temporary "national emergency" clap
ping her political opponents in jail , sus
pending rights of habeas corpus and 
speed trial , instituting a vast system of 

police surveillance and intimidation, 
and invoking widespread governmental 
powers of press censorship. Since that 
time Mrs. Gandhi has moved rapidly 
to one-woman rule and by the end of 
March of this year she had expunged 
the opposition in the sta te assemblies of 
Tamil adu and Gujarat, the last to re
sist direct rul from ew Delhi. 

There are now an estimated 75,000 
political prisoners in India and some of 
them are even members of ifrs. Gandhi's 
own party who have dared to voice 
their objections to what has been hap
pening. 1rs. Gandhi's characteristic re
sponse is that this num her is small "rel
ative to India's whole population," which 
implies that individual civil liberties are 
somehow relat d to the size of a coun
try's population . A typical governmental 
resp onse was that of the annual report 
of the Home Minister : "In the case of 
persons whose detention is declared to 
be necessary ... the grounds of deten
tion shall be treated as confidential mat
ters of sta te whose disclosure will be 
against the public interest, and shall not 
be communicated to the person de
tained." That is the sort of phrasing 
which must sound very familiar to peo
ple such as Alexander Solzhenitsyn. 

The government's position has also 
been that the emergency measures were 
being carried out on behalf of the poor 
of India and that the criticisms were 
coming chiefly from a self-satisfied mid
dle class minority used to the luxuries 
of endl ess parliamentary wrangling. 
While it is probably true that 1r . 
Gandhi does enjoy overwhelming popu
lar support it is not insignificant that 
she has pos tponed natio nal elections 
(which, technically, she was allowed to 
do und r the new constitution ) . That 
the government is totall y on the side of 
the poor must be questioned by the re
cent move to oust some 72,000 poor 
people who live in the Janata Colonv 
outside Bombay simply because the col
ony is now surrounded by the Depart
ment of Atomic Energy. 

Lately, Mrs. Gandhi has taken to 
sending offi cial representa ti ves to the 
U.S. to explain that we do not under
stand the real si tuation in India. She 
would get further by demonstrating that 
her measures were in fact temporary 
and that she does not intend to dismantle 
the world's larg st democracy. 



STANDING 
PAT IN 

PORTLAND 
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THE 1976 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

"The noble Duke of York, 

He had ten thousand men, 

He marched them up 

to the top of the hill, 

and he marched them 

down again . 

And when they were up , 

they were up, 

And when they were 

down, they were down, 

And when they were half 
way up , 

They were neither up 
nor down." 

Anonymous Engh ~h 

Arthur J. Moore, Jr. 

It is the proud boast of almost every 
major religious denomination in 
this cou ntry that it is a true cross
section of the nation and that when 
it meets in its genera l law-making 
body, there is the true revelation 
of the American psyche at that time. 

Certainly, if such a claim has any 
va lidity it would seem to app ly to 
the United Methodist Church . The 
second largest Protestant denomi
nation in the U.S., it probably has 
a wider range of interests repre
sented than any other-geographi
cally, ethnically and theologically. 
Normally, its quadrennial General 
Conference shou ld be a mirror of 
the nation as well as of the denom
ination. 

If the 1976 General Conference, 
which met in Portland, Oregon, 
April 27-May 7, was such an indi
cator of national mood, it wasn ' t 
saying much. That kind of caution 
and affirmation of the sta tus quo 
may itself be an indication of the 
current national temper but an ob
server would have to decide that 
for him or herself. The delegates 
by and large were sticking to busi
ness, not indulging in generaliza
tion s. 
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The tendency of observers, re
membering recent activist General 
Conferences, was to characterize 
this one as conservative. Before too 
readily adopting that description, 
one should remember the old 
vaudevi lle joke in which the comic 
is asked, " How's your wife?" " Com
pared to what?", is his reply. 

To compare this assemb ly to its 
two predecessors is to estab li sh 
them as the norm, a highly dubious 
p rocedure. These are indeed, for 
better or worse, very different times. 
One might well have expected a 
backlash, a repudiation of past lib
era I sins. 

That kind of conservative swing 
did not emerge in Portland. What 
did emerge was extreme caution and 
se lf-absorpt ion. In terms of actions, 
the results were some good things, 
some bad things, many mixed things 
and a great deal of time wasted on 
house-keeping trivialities . 

Let us look first at the good 
things. Foremost among these 
wou ld be the missional priorities of 
hunger, ethnic minority local 
churches and evangelism. It is these 
emphases and the near-unanimity 
with which they were voted that de-
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fenders of this conference most fre
quently cite. And so they should . 

It is no downplaying of the worth 
of these priorities to take a closer 
look at the dynamics of their treat
ment by the delegates. 

To begin with, their acceptance 
in some form was a foregone con
clusion . The action on world hun
ger was really a carrying forward 
and regularizing of a program al
ready in existence. The response in 
the last several years to the prob
lem of world hunger has been so 
spontaneous and generous that 
many annual conferences as well as 
general agencies have already set 
up structures to deal with this. It 
would have been very difficult not 
to recognize this as being a mis
sional priority of the church now. 
This · is a healthy thing and shows 
the capacity of the church to re
spond but it is nonetheless a tra
ditional concern and not a bold 
venture into the new. 

What is new in this emphasis, 
namely dealing with hunger as a 
systemic problem related to world 
economic system and political 
action, is probably the most con
troversial aspect of this program 
and lay behind some of the dis
putes about funding. Here the 
sophistication gained by annual con
ferences in their programs was un
doubtedly helpful in the General 
Conference's realization that sim
ple alleviation of hunger was not 
adequate by itself. 

The addition of evangelism as a 
missional priority is in something 
of the same category. There have 
been recurrent demands for evan
gelism as a priority over the past 
ten years. The problem always 
seems to be getting beyond the flag 
and motherhood stage into specific 
programs acceptable to all and 
which work. The lack of any real 
funding for this priority may indi
cate that this problem is still with 
us or it may demonstrate a healthy 
intention to place this responsibil
ity in the local church, where it be
longs. 

The third missional priority, the 
ethnic minority local church, is in 
a certain sense the only true mis
sional priority. That is to say, it is 
the only new emphasis not already 
tested and endorsed. The fact that 
the concept was so quickly ac
cepted, with no debate, shows that 

The opening worship service. 

the white backlash, if it exists, has achievement and th e Conference's 
not yet become respectable enough main answer to the charge that it 
to surface. The real struggle here of spent its time and energy in nave l 
course was over the question o f gaz ing. 
funding- both the amount of In truth , it is a hard accusa tion 
money to be raised and how it was to counter. Much of the business of 
to be raised. The ethnic groups the Confe rence conce rn ed house-
wanted more money than they got keeping and detail ed writing of 
and they wanted it put into World legis lation. The delega tes were 
Servi ce apportionments, to demon- fa ith ful and hard work ing, even re-
strate that the Church really meant maining in sess ion unti l 2 in the 
business. What they got was a com- mornin g at the final sess ion. Fi sca l 
promise as a split between an ap- responsibil i ty and li stening to the 
portioned benevolence and Ad- loca l church were the wa tchwords 
van ce Special s. It is imposs ible to of the meeting. Still , much of wh at 
tell in advance whether thi s is a w as done dea lt with issues that, in 
cop-out or not. Mar.iy people w ere M artin M arty's phrase, " do not con-
honestly troubl ed about overload- ce rn peopl e an eighth of an inch 
ing World Service and the amount away. " 
being asked is still sizeable. The Of these internal iss ues, the ro le 
lack of address to the real issue here and pl ace of the epi scopacy w as the 
-whether Un ited M ethodi sm will most prominent. The question of 
remain basically a white church with w hether to reta in li fe episcopacy o r 
ethni c trimmings for show or at- rep lace it w ith electi on fo r a term 
tempt to become a really pluralistic undoubtedly was the most basic is-
church- makes it hard to know just sue here and the debate on thi s was 
what people think they have com- among the highest in quality of 
mitted th emselves to in this priority the mee tin g. After voting to keep 
or whether in fact they have com- li fe tenure, th e Conference voted 
mitted them selves at all. several acti ons to ti ghten co ntro ls 

Even with these questions, the on the epi scopa l office by earli er 
missional priorities represent a solid retirement and by se tti ng up ann ual 
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conference committees on the epis- had produced such a torrent of op-
copacy. By refusing to set up a gen- position to any change in the

1 
So-

eral com mittee on the episcopacy, cial Principles that the outcome was 
the delegates showed that they wJnt decided before it began . The dele-
this office kept as regional as it now gates had li stened to the local 
is. o great national leaders are chu rch, and been sca red out of 
wanted . their wits. What they heard prob-

It is hardly surprising in the cur- ably squared with their own feel-
rent post-Watergate mood of the ings on the subject in most cases 
country that suspicion and mistrust so that wi llingness to mirror their 
of leadership was high . Thi s was const itu ents was no great sacrifice. 
part of the picture in actions on The end result was that the meet-
bishops ; it was certainly evident in ing became like a mouse hypno-
rea ctions to church bureaucracy. ti zed by the cobra of sex. One 

Thi s mood was probably in good Southern delegate put it sucdntly 
part responsible fo r one of the most when he said that " I ca me h~re to 
backward actions of the conference vote against anything having tb do 
-the st ipulation that executi ve staff with sex." That was pretty much 
of genera l agencies must be mem- it. Press reports naturally empha-
bers of the United Methodist sized that United Methodists re-
Church . As interpreted, this is not fused to liberali ze their sia nd on 
so sweeping as it sou nds si nce it homosexuality ; it is equally inter-
refers to top church executives but esting that they refused to make 
it is nonethe less revea ling by show- . it more condemnatory. They af-
ing how thin ecumeni ca l commit- firmed the status quo as fast as they 
ment really is in most people . That decently could and went on to 
is probably no news, but the equat- more congenial topics. Clearly, they 
ing of Christian devotion w ith de- hoped the whole subject would go 
nominational affiliation should rai se away. It is doubtful that either con-
a few eyebrows (including those of tempora ry society or human nature 
John Wesley). Thi s is an action will grant them that luxury. 
which needs reconsideration. The fact that an (optional , un-

Sti ll , most of the actions agai nst funded ) local church study on sex-
boards were harassing rather than uality was voted by a narrow mar-
inflicting great damage. Part of this gin shows that deep down inside 
reflects the new dynamics set up the delegates know that this , issue 
by establishment and increased will persist until it is dealt with in 
powers of the General Council on more depth than by simple rejec-
Ministries and the General Council tion. 
on Finance and Adm ini stration . Other social issues were general-
While suspicious of the traditional ly passed with litt le debate or re-
holders of power, the denomina- jected. It was not so much that the 
tion keeps concentrating more delegates had gotten more co n-
power in these coordinating groups. servative ; it was more as if they 
Some would say that the true were not very interested. 
power struggle in Portl and was be- Part of this is due to the nature 
tween GCOM and GCFA, with the and st ru cture of General Confer-
latter having an edge because of ence. This writer has now attended 
the heavy concentration on money ten General Conferences (sometime 
matters but by no means being sure it seems like a hundred) and I grow 
of winning in a contest. If the Gen- increasingly convinced that the 
eral Conference keeps up its past whole format needs drastic over-
record of eventually turning on haul. There are too many delegates 
those it has given power to, these for any rational kind of parliamen-
two agencies may be in fo r future tary debate, with the result that an 
trouble. But that time is not yet. advantage is given to those skilled 

The issue at Portl and , namely sex- at using parliamentary tricks . 
uality and most particularly homo- The Portl and delegates turned 
sexuality, turned out to be a down a proposal to cut the size, 
non-issue and yet dominated the at- which was not surp ri sing. Because 
mosphere throughout. It turned out of the cost and time involved, there 
to be a non-issue because advance are great d mands to streamline the 
publi city, aided by skillfu l politick- meeting. This has the side eff ct of 
ing by the Good ews movement, cutting down on some the educa-
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tional benefits that were previously 
an important benefit. 

It can be argued, for example, 
that the opportunity to hear Bishop 
Emilio de Carvalho of Angola talk 
about the situation in his country 
was one of the most valuable pres
entations at Portland. Again, a noon 
worship service sponsored by the 
Gay Caucus on the theme of isola
tion and exclusion spoke in more 
depth to people's spiritual needs 
than many of the more official serv
ices. The point is that such oppor
tunities are progressively swallowed 
up by expanded business and com
mittee meetings dealing with struc
ture. 

There is an increasing need to set 
a priority of values so that adequate 
time is allowed for debate on im
portant matters. 

All of these are complicated is
sues, which involve substantive is
sues of democracy and trust among 
other things . Obviously, some one 
would have to make decisions 
about relative importance of ques
tions and the present mood is not 
to hand over those kinds of deci
sions to any small group of leaders. 

Ultimately, of course, any group 
(including a church) gets the kind 
of governing body it wants and the 
structural problems get worked out 
in one way or another. 

If Portland was an indication, the 
United Methodist Church is basical
ly atisfied with the kind of govern
ment that it now has. It is suspicious 
of its leadership and turned inward 
upon itself but it is basically sup
portive of the status quo. 

Such a mood is not surpri ing 
after the inflated promises and 
broken hope of the last fifteen 
years in this country. Too, organiza
tions like persons live in cycle of 
rest and activity. One hould not 
underemphasize the alues of pa
tience, loyalty, hard work and per
severance shown by the delegate 
at Portland which exemplify this 
mood. 

And yet, in temper if not in action , 
there was omething profoundly 
di piriting about Portland . Listen 
again to Martin Marty's assessm nt 
of the mood of the churches today 
(A Bicentennial Odyssey, The Chri -
tian Century, June 9-16, 1976). " ln-
tead of fighting each other aero 

denominational line or being torn 
apart by polarizing pre ures in o-

Cl 

fi 
t 



(C lockwise, from top left). Bishop James Thomas delivers the Episcopal 
Address, two women delegates from Zaire speak for the Women 's Com
mission, participant is amused by the proceedings, Barbara Thompson 
reports for the Commission on the Role and Status of Women, Bishop 
James K. Mathews presides, Rev. Thomas Roughface argues for Native 
American rights. 

ciety, the churches have chosen to 
fight over the meager ~pai l s left in 
their organizations or to make com
petitive cla ims about the quality of 
their factions' custodianship of their 
heritages. Southern Presbyterians, 
the Reformed, Missouri Lutherans, 
Epi scopa lians, Southern Baptists, 
Catholi cs, United Methodists all 
have something internal to fight 
about-issues that do not conce rn 
people an eighth of an inch away. 
For the most part our audiences re-

gard these struggles as futile, em
barrassing o r tragic." 

Is there anyone who was at Port
land who does not recognize that 
description at least in part? 

It was noticeab le at Genera l Con 
ference that there were fewe r rep
resentatives of the secul ar press 
present than formerl y. There are a 
number of exp lanations for this
finances, journalistic trendiness 
away from covering meetings, etc. 
It is also true that agendas should 

not be se t fo r th e press. 
Sti ll , given all th ese factors, thi s 

lessening of cove rage does represent 
a real lessening of interest by the 
outside world to whom the church 
seems not ve ry interested in speak
ing in any case. Given our past rec
o rd , this may be a healthy modesty 
or a necessary period for spiritual 
regrouping. Let us hope so . For the 
alternative exp lanation is that we 
have become neither hot nor cold . 

• 
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(Clockwise, from top left). Bishop James Armstrong reports on the 
Bishops' Call fo r Peace and Self-Development of Peoples, Bishop Emil io 
de Carvalho speaks on Angola, Rev. Jeanne Audrey Powers on women, 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Phi lip Potter seems quite 
at home, retired Bishop Waskom Pickett o f India is greeted by delegate 
D. W. Brooks, rep resen tatives of ethnic caucuses waiting to report. 
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.What General Conference Die 
A Roundup of Actions Taken 

Representati ves of the Un i ted M eth -
od ist Chu rch charted the denomin a- tio 
tion 's course fo r the nex t fou r yea rs, -$ 
pointi ng toward three pri oriti es- wor ld al 
hunger, ethni c mino rity churches <1nd pa 
evange li sm. rec 

Fo r th e U.S. and some 20 nations c1al 
around the wo rld , the 986 delega tes to ch 
the quadrennial General Conference B 
es tabl ished as the theme fo r 1977-80 be 
" Commi tted to Chris t-Called to 101 
Change." It encompasses all three p ri- 1he 

oriti es. ' 
A fter long hou rs of committee wo rk all' 

and pl enary leg islati ve sess ions, with of 
sometim es vigo ro us and emo ti onal de- ac 
bate, the top leg islati ve body o f the en 
church p roduced an ex tensive li st o f 
new or reaffirmed po li cies , structure and re 
programs fo r th e 9.9 milli on member ale 
chu rch, and an an nual bud ge t o f $60 d 
mi ll ion. 

Major actions during th e ten busi- Iii 
ness days included : fo 

*Progra ms to strengthen ethni c m i- dE 

non ty local congrega tion s, in cluding 
stronge r recruitment and trainin g pro- ai 
cedures fo r pas tors and lay perso ns, 
and prov ide scholarships fund ed by $2 
mil li on pe r yea r in apporti onments and 
$3.5 milli on in vo luntary giving. 

~ Direct feedi ng fo r the wo rld 's hun 
gry, plus efforts to ge t at ca uses of 
hunger and to influence gove rnm ent 
po licy, backed by $2 million annually 
in appo rti on men ts and $3 mill ion vo l
unta ry giving. 

' Plan s fo r intens ified evan geli sm and 
church sc hoo l devel opm ent to halt the 
erosion of members, some one million 
in the past decade. Funding of $125,000 
year ly is provided. 

*Retention of a 1972 poli cy stand 
that the church " does no t condone the 
prac tice of homosexuality. " 

*Autho ri za ti on, unfunded, o f a study 
o f human sexuality by loca l churches. 
This fo ll ows a w idely argued se ri es o f 
proposa ls for a special study committee; 
with bud ge ting sought as hi gh as 
$75,000 per yea r. A broad er study o f 
fami ly l ife was vo ted down. 

*Mai ntenance of li fe tenure fo r bi sh
ops, ra ther than elec tion for a term, 
al tho ugh the limi t o f th eir ass ignment 
to any one area o f the church was re
duced from 12 to 8 years. 

Th e confe rence also: 
ADO PTE D a bas ic benevol ence 

bud get (W o rld Se rvice) of $24,980,000 
per year, up some si x per cent from 
the p rese nt. 



E TABLISHED two new specia l appor
tionments to be paid by loca l churches 
- $4,125,000 per year fo r the " miss ion
al priorities" and $600,000 fo r ex
pand d co mmuni ca tion efforts, plus 
recomm ending goa ls fo r Advan ce Spe
cia l giv ing of $3 .5 million for ethnic 

hurcl1es and $3 million for hunge r. 
EXPRESSED support for nego tiati ons 

between the U.S. and Panama lookin g 
toward Panamanian sove reignty over 
the ca nal. 

REQUESTED remova l of " felony pen
alties " for possess ion of small amounts 
of marijuana, thou gh stressi ng that thi s 
ac ti on " in no way impli es approva l or 
enco urag ment of marijuana use." 

AFF IRMED Methodism's long- time 
recommenda tion for abstention from 
al oho li c bevera ges and warned of the 
dange rs and the misuse of other dru gs. 

AUTH OR IZED permanent status for 
the Cammi sion on th e Status and Role 
for Women , and increased its bud get 
desp ite seve ral attempts to elim ina te or 
reduce funds for the fou r-year-old 
agency. 

PLEADED for openness and love in 
understanding and dea ling with per
sons in the charismatic movement. 

REFUSED req ues ts for the church to 
withdraw from the World and National 
Council s of Churches, and in creased 
contributi ons to them sli ghtl y. 

ENDORSED the mutual recognition of 
member hip among Chri stian churches, 
in support of a tatement adopted by 
the Con ultation on Church Union. 

REPLACED the nati onal Coun cil on 
Youth Ministry with a more broadly 
ba ed youth orga niza tion rep resenting 
all 73 annual (regional ) conferences in 
the U.S. 

MOVED towa rd vot ing ri ghts in Gen
eral Conference for representatives of 
Oklahoma Indian Miss ionary Confer
ence. This is a constitutiona l amend
ment which app li es also to Alaska and 
Red Bird Missionary Co nference, 
neither of which is ethnically based. It 
will require ratification by the church's 
annual (regional ) conferences. 

PLACED a new stress on the " min
istry of all Christians" and crea ted a 
" diaconal ministry" for unordained per
sons serving the church on a full-time 
professional basis. 

SUPPORTED " broad and uncondi
tional am nesty" for Vietnam wa r re
sisters as part of a resolution which also 
deplored the internationa l arms race , 
exp ressed concern for those living 

under oppress ion, urged a search for 
more equ itab le international economic 
stru ctures and ba ked the United Na
ti ons. 

REQUIRED that executi ve staff mem
bers of denomination al boards and 
agencies be members of the United 
Method ist Church. 

CONDEMNED the growing lega liza
tion and statewide promotion of gam
bling. 

ENCOU RAGED church and civ ic lead
ers of Boston in their at tempts to over
come the Boston schoo l cri sis and the 
co mmunity's breakdown of " law , free
dom, justice, personal and public se
curity." 

SU PPORTED the denominational mis
sion board 's policy of di smi ss ing any 
mi ss ionary who " intentionally cooper
ates with Central Intelli gence Agency 
intelligence gatherin g operations." 

VOICED "so lidarity" with two of the 
United Methodi st bi shops in So uthern 
Afri ca in their attempts to exp ress the 
Christi an faith in stru ggles fo r libera
tion of their nations-Rhodesia and 
Angola. 

REJECTED a proposa l for a 40 per cent 
quota fo r wo men in the top staff of 
general agencies of the church. 

ELECTED four new members, and 
one for a seco nd term, on the Judi cial 
Co uncil (s upreme court). 

REJECTED a plan to reduce the num
ber of delegates to General Conference. 

CHANGED th e ret irement age fo r 
bishops from a 68-72 range to between 
66 and 70 years. 

REFERRED to the General Council on 
Mini stri es a study of the qu ota policy 
under which church boards member
ship includes one-third each of cle rgy, 
lay men and lay women. 

TURNED DOWN petitions ca lling for 
specific prohibition of ordination for 
homosexuals and instead adopted a 
resolution affirming " our trust in the 
covenant community and the process 
by which we ordain mini sters." 

REVISED a Socia l Principl es statement 
from " We do not recommend marriage 
between two persons of the sa me sex" 
to " We do no t recognize a relationship 
between two persons of the sa me sex 
as constituting marriage." 

ESTABLISHED a unit for United 
Methodist Men within the Board of 
Discipleship, but rejected requ es ts for 
a separate division for laymen or for a 
comi ss ion on the status and ro le of 
men. 

RECOMM ENDED preparation o f a 
supplementary contemporary hymnal. 

AUTHOR IZED a Study Committee on 
Nat ive Ameri can Mini stry for the 1977-
80 quadrennium, to be funded out of 
the M iss ional Priority Fund approved 
ea rli er in the conference; the commit
tee is to study, evaluate and research 
ministries to and of Native Americans 
and " the basic philosophi ca l and social 
basis of Native American concepts in 
the United M ethodi t Church . 

APPROVED estab l ishment of a select 
committee with representation from the 
GCOM, GCFA and Board of Global 
Min ist ri es to study the locat ion of the 
mi ss ion agency, currently headq uar
tered in New York City, and bring rec
ommendations to the 1980 General 
Conference. 

RECOMMENDED a 
from the laity on the 
church," paralleling the 
dress from the bishops, 
eral Conference. 

" presentation 
state of the 

Episcopal Ad
at each Gen-

SUBSTITUTED for a Bicentennial res
o lution labeled " in sensitive" to Native 
American co ncerns, a revised statement 
urgin g United Methodists to rejoice in 
the nation 's 200 th year and to repent of 
maltrea tment of racial minorities, im
mi grants and women . 

REFERRED to the Board of Church and 
Society a repo rt condem nin g U.S. pres
ence in co untries where human rights 
are violated. 

VOTED the church's support fo r li
censin g all gun owne rs and reg istration 
of all firearms , but noted that licensin g 
provisions shou ld " provide basic sta n
dards with respect to age, absence of 
mental illn ess and lack of a serious 
cr iminal record ;" a recommended na
tional ban on importation, possession, 
manufacture and sale of handguns 
would includ e as suggested exceptions 
the poli ce, the military, licensed secur
ity guards, antique dealers and licensed 
pistol clubs. 

ORDERED that no " board, agency, 
committee, commi ss ion or council " 
give fund s to any gay caucus or group, 
" or o th erwise use such funds to pro
mote the acceptance of homosexual
ity." 

APPROVED during the final minutes 
of the confe rence resolutions on South 
Africa , the Midd le East, Indochina, Ire
land and Lebanon . 

APP ROVED for the first time legis
lation wh ich provides maternity bene
fits to mini sters. (UMC) 
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Inside Delfast"ID76 
Anne Dor.kery 

-, he funeral proc ssion of Mr. Ii rolci Blair, a Protestant, who was killed 
by a omb when he entered a vacant house to read an electric meter. 
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B l fas t is many th ings to many 
peop l , but few would call it a 
j w I. Ev n th ose who love and wi ll 
no t I ave B lfas t admi t i t is an ugly 
ity. Perh aps " homely" is the be t 

word fo r it. 
To be homely in Ameri ca is to b 

plai n; in Ireland i t i to be imple, 
frie ndly, unpretentious. Surround d 
by som of the loveliest countryside 
in Ireland, the city of Bel fas t suffe rs 
by compari son ; it is homely. But its 
people, who after all they've been 
throu gh have I ittl e reason to be 
fri ndly, are all of that and more. 

There ar no casual vis itors to 
Bel fas t these days, no touri sts. Eve ry
on goes there w ith a mission, be it 
economi c, journalisti c, fa milial o r 
military. All have di fferent experi
ences and form vari ous opini ons as 
a result, but they all see the same . 
city. 

In the Shankill and Sandy Row , 
Protes tant ghettos, and in the N w 
Lodge and the Fa ll s, their Cath olic 
equivalents, there are far too many 
bombed, burned-out, deserted and 
bricked-up homes and shops. The 
Fall s is probably the w orst. An un
fortunate and si nce-abandoned 
scheme to bring a highway into the 
center of Belfast called for a wide 
swath to be cut throu gh the area ; 
now a wasteland follows the route 
the Ring Road would have taken. 

The main streets throu gh the 
Catholic and Protestant neighbo r
hoods are lined with abandoned 
shops and empty lots fen ced in w ith 
barbed wire. Most of the houses in 
W est Belfast are small and insuffi
cient for the needs of the large fa m
ilies they shelter. 

To illustrate how the city is d i
vided geographically according to 
religion the British Army des igned 
a color-coded map of Belfast. Areas 
shaded green are Catholic ; orange 
areas are Protestant ; white are non
residential and yellow are in te
grated . 

Most of the yellow area is to the 
south , near Queens Universi ty and 
beyond ; its residents are mai nly 
students and middle and upper-class 
families. East of the River Laga n the 
map is entirely orange, excep t for 
the Short Strand, a smal I green sec
tion near the river. W est Belfast is 
a sloppy checkerboard , mostly 

green, but wel l mixed w ith orange 
and dotted with yellow and wh ite. 
Two thirds to th ree quarters of Bel
fast 's 400,000 resid nts are Protes
tant. In the six counti s or No rth -

rn Ireland there are app roximately 
one million Protes tants and 500,000 
Catholics, unevenly dis tributed ; two 
counties have Catho li majorities. 

All of the country's p roblems 
come to a head in Bel fast. It is the 
capita l ci ty, heavi ly s ttl ed and in
dustria lized . Be lfas t is a mill town. 

T his jewel that houses 
our hopes and our 
fears 

Was knocked up from the 
swamp in the last 
hundred years; 

But the last shall be first 
and the first slrnll 

be last: 
May the Lord in His mercy 

be kind to Belfast. 

It is also the home of the world 's 
larges t shi pya rd ; Harl and and Wolff 
alone employs some 10,000 worke rs, 
no more than 500 of them Ca th olic. 
The o ther yards l ini ng the east bank 
of the Lagan have simi lar emp loy
men t pattern s. 

Th is kind of blatant discrimination 
is w hat spurred the predominantly 
Ca tho li c civi l ri ghts movement to 
action in 1968. Now, eight yea rs 
after it all bega n, after the Briti sh 
Army moved in to keep thin gs un 
der contro l, Belfast exhibits all the 

wounds of war and few signs of so
cial progress. 

When the Troubles Began 
Eight years is a short term ti-

mat of the Troubles. Staunch 
Northern Repub licans wou ld say the 
Troubles began in 1609 when the 
land of Northern Ireland was taken 
over by S ottish and English sett lers 
to reate the Ulster Plantation. 
Othe rs wo ul d pick 1921 as a refe r-

nce po int, for it was then that the 
Governm ent of I rel and Ac t es tab
l ished Hom Ru le fo r the twenty
six counties of the Sou th and ti ed 
the six no rthern coun ties to Bri ta in . 
as fa r as loya list Pro testants are con 
cerned, permanently. 

Just as a Northern Cathol ic con
si ders hims If Irish, a true Ul ster 
loya list is a British subject. W hile 
some Protestan ts would enterta in 
independence fro m Britai n, w herein 
they are unofficia ll y second-class 
citizens, few woul d wa nt to be ab
sorbed by the Republi c. " Home 
Rul e is Rome Rule," the Reverend 
Ian Paisley and his followers wa rn , 
and one only has to glance at the 
South to see the germ of truth in 
this exaggera ted claim. The Rep ublic 
of Ire land is for all intents and pur
poses a Catho lic cou ntry. 

However, it is not rea lly rel igious 
conce rn s that motivate the militant 
Protes tan t population of North ern 
Ireland. Most of their co nsi derati ons 
are econom ic. As long as Protestants 
have the upper hand in Ulster, they 
can make sure that they keep i t. 
An increasi ngly unstable economy 
makes this all the more important. 

In the recent Convention, elected 
in May 1975 to fo rmul ate a new 
government fo r North ern Ireland , 
the Unionis ts, w ith few excep tion s. 
consistentl y refu sed to consider a 
governm ent that shared power wi th 
the Cath o lic po lit icians. Britain re
fused to sancti on a govern ment that 
denied Catho lic participa tion, and 
so afte r nine months of stalemated 
mee tin gs the Convention closed in 
March 1976 wi th nothing to show 
fo r itse lf. D irect Rule from W est
mi nster, via Northern Ire land Secre
tary Merl yn Rees, is sti ll in effect. 
No one is completely comfo rtabie 
wi th the sta tu s quo, but there is no 
alterna ti ve in sight. 
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Left, two workmen repair a de
partment store in downtown 

Belfast after a bomb explosion 
caused extensive damage. The 

store re-opened a few days later 
with a "bomb-sale." Right, workers 

in the shipyards of Harland and 
Wolff, a firm widely known as 

a disciminating employer. 

An "Occupied" City 
The British government, however 

unwelcome, has the virtue of being 
far removed from Northern Ireland ; 
the British Army lacks that virtue. 
In 1968 the troops were brought in 
to protect civil rights demonstrators 
from attacks by police and Protes
tant paramilitary groups. But their 
mission changed . Soon they adopted 
a war-like attitude, si ding with the 
Unionists, who, after all, were loyal 
British subjects. The I RA became 
the enemy, the North of I re land the 
battle zone. The Army's original 
peacekeeping function has turned 
into a residual one at best. Al
though there is currently a cease
fire between the Army and the Pro
visional I RA, there is sti 11 a massive 
military presence in the streets of 
Belfast. It is an occupied city. 

The downtown area is divided by 
metal fences and barbed wire into 
several blocks with military check
points at each entrance. Uniformed 
civilians search everyone entering 
the area. British soldiers are on hand 
to help, armed with rifles and ma
chine guns. There is almost no 
traffic in the City Centre. Buses and 
other vehicles authorized to enter 
the main streets are stopped and 
searched before driving through. 

British Army jeeps and Saracens 
barrel through the residential areas 
and six-man foot patrols prowl the 
st reets, weapons loaded and aimed , 
looking for anything unusual. The 
soldiers enter pubs and shops 
and tramp through back gardens 
and front yards as if there were no 
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inhabitants. Helicopters scan from 
above. 

In seconds, an army patrol can 
set up a roadblock to check identi
fications and question drivers and 
passengers as to their origin and 
destination . Pedestrians are ran
domly stopped, q u e st i o n e d , 
searched . While one soldier asks 
your name, another points a gun at 
your head ; one can hardly refuse to 
cooperate. 

Each British regiment stays in 
Northern Ireland for four months. 
The soldiers have no time to get to 
know the situation or the people 
and few have the inclination. They 
play their war games and leave, far 
happier to leave than to arrive. 

Should the British Army get out, 
and if so, how and when? " Asking 
me if I want the troops out," a 
Catholic school teacher said , " is like 
asking me if I want to go to heaven. 
Yes, but not just now, thank you. " 

The army does serve a purpose. 
Their presence keeps sectarian vio
lence at an unacceptable but still 
minimal level. If a would-be sniper 
or bomber knows that a British 
patrol might appear, he is less likely 
to act. And occasionally, the rud e 
spo tchecks and roadblocks are effec
tive and not mere aggravation . 

Holding Back a Flood 
In one sense the British Army can 

be compared to the Dutch boy with 
his finger in the dike. The troops 
will have to be replaced by some
thing-a recognized government at 
least-before they can withdraw. 
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But unlike the Dutch boy, the Army 
is holding back a flood that they 
themselves helped create. In 1968, 
though there was violence and the 
potential for more violence, neither 
the IRA nor the Protestant paramili 
tary groups had the arms, the num
bers or the organization to channel 
it. In eight years there has been 
plenty of time to entrench . The 
British policy of internment (arrest 
and detainment without trial , now 
discontinued) and lesser forms of 
harassment have only intensified 
the situation, turning Catholics in 
particular against the Army and 
alienating them further from their 
Protestant neighbors. 

The vast majority of people in 
Northern Ireland are not exception
ally violent. They are disgusted and 
frightened by the sectarian assassi
nations that have become common
place there. Although no one can 
keep an accurate count, it is safe to 
estimate that the violence is carried 
out roughly in proportion to the 
population. Two thirds of the at
tacks are by Protestants, one third 
by Catholics, which gives the Cath
olic minority more than its share of 
victims . Some Catholics say the im
balance is greater than that, that the 
press, the police and the army rec
ord too many Catholic deaths as 
accidental or the outcome of rob
beries or family quarrels. 

On both sides it is more often a 
civilian that is killed than a member 
of any paramilitary group. So far 
almost 1500 people have died in 
the Troubles, including army and 
police. As the number of deaths in 
crease there is an increasing sad
ness too, no matter who is killed , 
and a growing fear . 

Economic forces combine with 
this fear to make emigration a pop
ular solution to a family 's problems. 
Catholics leave in larger numbers, 
but Protestants escape as well- to 
England, the South, America or else
where. Within Belfast there is a 
mass movement of Catholics into 
solid Catholic neighborhoods, and 
Protestants into solid and safe Prot
estant areas. The polarization , 
though deplored, increases daily. 

As it stands now, a mixed mar
riage can be a more serious crime 
than murder. The Churches, on both 
sides, exacerbate the problem. In 
order to preserve their respective 
faiths, and powers, the religious 

" The vast majority of people 
in Northern Ireland are 

disgusted and frightened by 
the sectarian assassinations 

that have become 
commonplace." 

leaders make sure that integrati on 
on any level is practi ca ll y impossi
ble . There are many dissident cl ergy
men and women who would have it 
otherwise, but their outreach is 
limited . 

A Dissident's View 
Father Desmond Wil son is one of 

the dissidents. For several years he 
has been at odds with Bi shop Wil
liam Philbin and has recentl y re
signed his position as pastor of the 
Catholi c church in Belfast's Ball y
murphy area. Father Wil son believes 
that the Church has abu sed its au
thority in Northern Ireland and is 
too involved in politi cs. Incidents 
like this one, whi ch happened in 

the spring of 1975, cau sed the rup
ture : 

The bi shop refused to confirm 
several Catho li c children simply be
cause they had attended a State, i.e. 
Pro tes tant, sch ool. He sa id that to 
confirm the children would be a 
sacril ege, a mi suse of the sacrament. 
A reporter for a Dublin paper, him
se lf a Catholi c and long-t ime resi
dent of Belfast, covered the story 
and quoted an angry parent w ho 
specul ated that the bi shop's refusal 
itse lf might be sacril egious. Soon 
after, the reporter was decl ared 
" persona non grata in every Cath
o lic inst ituti on in Northern Ireland ." 
The decl arati on carries little weight ; 
it ca n be safe ly assumed that in 

A lone demonstrator outside Stormont, the Northern Ireland Parliament Building. 

llJ 10 
I 1- 1s c 
f RCO 

l-/IT. · Gen 
f:"j l '/' 

- f [SUS COM{ s 

ST(J 
r l II 

I I 



II l 1 n 

p y h 

t rn1 

gi al 

damag is 

nn1neasur bl 

N on 

n th Cl y, 

or the country 

as a whole, 

is untouched 

by th Troubl s." 

some Cath o li c institut ion s the re 
po rter would be more welcome 
than the bi shop himself. And the 
chi Id ren? They have yet to be con
firm ed. 

A lthough he is no longer a pastor, 
Desmond Wi lson remai ns in Ba lly
murphy as a priest and commun ity 
leader, hi ghly respected by Cath
o lics and P rotestan~s alike, incl ud
in g the more extreme elements. 

He is not part icularly p ro- IRA, 
but he has connections in those 
quarters and maintains that financial 
support fo r the Provisiona l IRA is 
no more rep rehensi ble than sup
port for the Ca tholi c Chu rch. " The 
Church won' t buy guns, but it w ill 
buy segregated schoo ls." Speak ing 
of all religions, he says, " The 
churches co ll ect money abroad and 
use it fo r th ei r own purposes, to 
build faci li ties they ca n well affo rd 
to build themse lves . They crea te 
patronage systems and power blocs . 
Peop le w ho argue aga in st fund ing 
the Provos should ask themselves 
are they aga inst patronage alto
ge ther, o r just aga inst patronage as 
pract iced by the Provisionals." 

Wil son fee ls that bo th Ca th o li c 
and Pro tes tant cl ergy have fa r too 
much power. He says that sin ce 
cle rgy make up app roximately one 
thousandth of the tota l popu lation 
of North ern Ire land their publi c 
representa ti on should be alloca ted 

acco rdin gly. 
As it is now, school boards, hous

ing and roads councils, bank board s 
and so on are riddl ed w ith cl ergy. 
Pro testan t cl ergymen rank among 
the hi ghest offi cials of the powerful 
O range Order. Of the 78 delega tes 
to the recent Convention, three are 
li sted as " Reve rend ." Foremost 
among them is Ian Paisley, w hose 
fas t expanding Free Presbyteri an 
Church provides a loyal and gen
erous congregation and politi cal 
constitu ency. If, as Theodore 
Roosevelt once said , the presidency 
makes a " bully pulpit," in Northern 
Ireland , the pulpit makes an idea l 
po liti cal launching pad . 

In his book, States of Ireland, 
Conor Crui se O ' Brien , historian, 
w riter and Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs in the Republic of Ire
land, puts it thi s w ay : 

" I am convinced that the distinct 
communiti es indicated by the terms 
Cath o lic and Protestant are the 
prim e realities of the situation . Thi s 
is not the same as saying that reli
gion is the main factor. Relig ious 
affili ation in Ireland is the rul e of 
thumb by which one can distinguish 
between the people of native, 
Gaeli c stock (Catholic) and those of 
se ttl er stock from Scotland and En
gland (Protestant)." 

How and when the British Army 
should extract itse lf and how West-

m 

Left, three staffers (one with a toy gun) at a center run by the Provisional Sinn Fein, N 
the political and legal complement of the Provisional IRA. Right, at a military h; 
checkpoint at the entrance to a large store a British soldier stands by while er 
a civilian security guard frisks a shopper. Opposite page, the graffiti on the tc 
sidewalk is probably meant to be read by helicopter patrols. w 



minster should hand over power to 
Northern Ireland are quest ions that 
have not been considered se riou sly 
enough in London. The Briti sh have 
to guarantee Catholics' civil rights 
while minimizing losses for the 
solid Protestant loyali st comm uni ty 
they enfranchised centuries ago. 
The conditional loyalty of the 
Unionists, conditional upon the 
continuation of their own sover
eignty within Northern Ireland , is an 
embarrassing burden for the British 
-as O'Brien phrased it, " like being 
embraced by an argumentative 
drunk." But one only has to pause 
for a moment to rea lize w ho was 
buying the drinks. 

Long-term Psychological Damage 
There is a constant tension in Bel

fast. The people there claim they 
are used to the inconveniences-the 
ramps in the streets in front of 
police stations and Army barracks 
designed to slow down traffic-the 
pubs (those that remain) barricaded 

with fencing, barbed wire and con
crete pylons- the constant sea rches 
-the fear of random assassination 
- the bomb sca res-the bombs. But 
no one is happy with it, and it 
shows. 

The long-term psychological 
damage, the subject of seve ral 
studies, is immeasurable. No one in 
the city, or the country as a whole, 
is untouched by the Troubles. 
Neighbors, friends and relatives 
have all been victims at some leve l. 
And everyone knows someone in 
the IRA or a Protestant parami l itary 
group. The " terro ri sts" are not a 
sepa rate element; they are an in
tegral part of the com munity. Most 
people would like to see a peace
ful end to it all , bu t no one knows 
how to make the first step-with
out gett ing killed fo r their efforts. 

Crossing the "peace line," a rea l 
corruga ted metal border between 
Catholic and Protes tant stron gholds, 
is taking a grave ri sk. There are 
Protes tant and Catholic taxi s and 

woe betide the unwary passenger ; 
no idle chatting with the driver, 
New York styl e, unless you know 
exactly which side of the line he's 
on. In conversations with strangers 
it is best simp ly to agree that things 
are " terrible," and wonder " when 
will it stop?" Seldom will anyone 
open up and ri sk identifi cation wi th 
one si de or the other. It's a constant 
sidestepping ritual of self-preserva
tion , not easily, or safely, aban
doned . 

Is there a li fe before death? That's 
chalked up on a wall down town . 
Competence with pain , coh erent 
miseries, a bite and sup : we hug 
our little destiny again . • 

- Seamus Heaney 
" Whatever You Say, Say Noth ing" 

Anne Dockery is a free- lance journalist 
living in New York wh o has twice 
visited Northern Ireland . 
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Christians in Japan--AI 

M ore than a century after the in
troduction of Christianity in 

Japan*, Christians remain a tiny 
minority-about one percent of the 
population . Why? And what is the 
Church doing to communicate the 
gospel? 

A lmost every Christian-Japanese 
and mi ssionary- has an opinion on 
the subject, but the reason for the 
failure of Christianity to take hold 
in Japan most often cited is its " for
eignness." 

Japan has assimilated what it 
wanted to from the West, namely 
technology, but has retained its own 
religions, points out the Rev. 
Yoichiro Saeki , pastor of Shinagawa 
Church in Tokyo, a congregation of 
the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan). " Christianity has to com
pete with the eastern reli gions," he 
says. " And it also has to compete 
with atheism and other ideologies 
imported from the West. Young 
people here read Marx and Nietz
sche before the Bible. 

Problem of Church Dropouts 
" Japan is a sophisticated country 

and there has been a great deal of 
apparent change. But 'the sp iritual 
makeup of the Japanese, their va lues 
and attitudes, have not changed. 
Youth dropouts from society are 
the prime candidates for conversion 
to Chri stianity. Yet when they get 
older and fit into society again, thev 
become dropouts from the church ." 

Whereas western Christianity ac
centuates ind ividual sa lvation, east-

*Francis Xavier introduced Chri stianity to 
Japan in 1549 but it was outlawed a cen
tury later and only a remnant of secret 
beli evers survived persecutions. 

ern religions and socie ty emphasize 
the group 's interdependency and 
common fate. Close fam il y relation
ships and "escape to nature" sub
stitute for the need of God , com
ments Mrs. Sachiko Shirai, associate 
director of a telephone counse lling 
service in Tokyo and a train ed pas
toral counselor. " Most Japanese 
grasp God on ly as a philosophical 
concept. I myself never felt the need 
for a personal relati onship with God 
until I went to the United States to 
study and was away from my family." 
She and others believe that Chris
tianity must recover its dimension 
of co rporate or communa l sa lvation 
if it is to make an impact on Japan . 

Historicall y, Japanese converts 
have come primarily from the urban, 
ed ucated middle and upper middle 
classes, persons willing and able to 
break away from the close web of 
family and comm unity rel ationships 
-an often painful experience. They 
have com e into the church one by 
one, after long study. The church 
has made few inroads into rural 
areas and among the wo rking 
classes. 

Concepts Alien to Japan 
A number of Japanese believe 

that Ch ri stianity is ali en to the na
tional psyche. Dr. Masatoshi Doi , 
theologian and director of the Cen
ter for the Study of Japanese Reli
gions of the National Christian 
Counci l of Japan, argues that the 
Japanese lack a "sense of ultimacy" 
and guilt. This absence of a sense 
of ultimate rea lity leads to religious 
syncretism, which explains why so 
many Japanese are both Buddhists 
and followers of Shinto. Japanese 
can not understand Christianity's 
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claim to uniqueness, which they 
find dogmatic. 

The Japanese, Dr. Doi notes, are 
this-worldly-minded and seek im
mediate satisfactions from religion . 
This is why some of the new reli
gions, like Soka Gakkai , which 
promise happiness and material sat
isfactions without sacrifice, exert 
such appeal. For the same reason 
secularism and materialism influence 
even more Japanese. 

Not everybody blames the Japa
nese soil for the failure of Chris
tianity to grow. Some lay the fault at 
the church's door. They criticize the 
church for its complacency, its ab
sorption in abstract theological 
arguments and denominational 
squabbles, its failure to indigenize. 
They deplore the lack of evangelical 
enthusiasm . Charles W . Iglehart, his
torian of Protestant Christianity in 
Japan , remarked two decade~ ago 
that Christianity in Japan has been 
conventional, " pastors preferring the 
waters to run deep than overflow." 
Commentators on the contemporary 
church often mention the absence 
of " passion" for the faith as well. 

Concern for Evangelism 
Whatever the cause of the 

church 's barrenness, the church in 
Japan is concerned and is truly in
tent on evangelism . Conservatives 
stress the building up of the church, 
strengthening the faith of the be
li eve rs and starting new preaching 
points. Liberals deride the minority 
complex of the church and press 
for a prophetic church which will 
prepare the " stony ground" of 
Japan for the reception of the gos
pel of Jesus Christ. But liberals and 
conservatives alike pray for the 
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s a Tiny Minority? 

Top right, Rev. Yoichiro Saeki, pastor of Shinagawa 
Church, Tokyo, and acting general secretary of the 
Council of Cooperation. Right, Mr. Minoru Beppu, 
manager of the retirement home operated by the Na
tional Federation of Kyodan Women's Societies, with 
his wife {in plaid skirt), and a helper at the home. 
Above, Mrs. Akagi Shigeyo, resident of the home, who 
is 84, and Mrs. Tanaka Sadako, 71, a pastor's widow. 
Below, Rev. Kyong Shik Choi, president of the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan {left), and a church executive 
from the United Church of Christ, USA. 

Ellen Clark 



M rs. Kazuko Sacon, wife of a professor at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, in the seminary chapel. 

growth of the church. 
Almost every conceivable evan

geli sm technique has been tried in 
Japan: mass rallies, visitation , Bible 
study groups, mass communication , 
su rveys. In the name of Christ, 
Christians in Japan have engaged in 
service, championed the rights of 
Japan 's discriminated-against minor
ities, pioneered ministri es in new 
towns and industrial areas, and 
dialogued with persons of other 
faiths. English classes offer entree 
to personal relationships with young 
people, which may bear fruit later, 
and many a missionary winds up 
teaching English conversation. Jap
anese Christians have produced 
some outstanding art and literature 
which have had widespread influ
ence in Japan . 

Questions about lndigeniz t' on 

In efforts to indigenize Christian 
ity, Japanese have written Christian 
haiku and created Christian Noh 
p lays. One man has developed a 
kind of Christian martial arts schoo l, 
which emphasizes communication 
instead of combat. A very few the
ologia ns are beginning to articulate 

a theology of nature, so essentia l in 
Japan. 

Efforts to indigenize Christian i ty 
meet with a mixed recep tion how
ever. This is not surprising since the 
people most receptive to Christian
ity are those most open to western
izat ion . But Japanese Christians are 
also wa ry of diluting the gospel or 
falling into idolatry. Many Chris
tian s in Japan maintain that real in
digenization requires the authentic 
and courageous preaching of the 
gospe l. 

The minority situation of Chris
tianity in Japan remains a puzzle. 
Some polls show that as much as 
three percent of the popu lation 
''prefers" Christianity, but this pref
erence is not reflected in church 
membership . Christians wonder 
what God in his providence has in 
mind for Japan. 

" In obedience to God, our mis
sion is to seek what He is doing in 
the world and how He is using 
events" says mi ss ionary Helen Post. 
" The cross teaches us that Chris
tianity may be ' unpopular.' But the 
' popularity' of the Gospel has noth
ing to do with whether we go on 
o r not." 
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That there is vitality and strong 
commitment among Japanese Chri s
tians cannot be doubted. Many a 
local congregation w itnesses to this 
v ita l faith. The Sh inagawa Church 
is one example. 

The 150-member Shinagawa 
Church is larger than the average 
Kyodan church. It has been more 
successfu l than most in attractin g a 
diversity of members-from factory 
worke rs to co rporate executives. 

" We tried many methods of evan
gelism, but none worked well ," re
ca lled Mr. Saeki , the pas to r. " Then 
we decided to canvass the commu
nity to fi nd out its needs. As a re
su It we opened a community cen
ter." The center p rovides day ca re, 
hot lunches fo r the elderl y and a 
wide range of classes and activ ities. 
But its explicit purpose is evange
lism. 

" We discussed in our congrega
tion whether se rvice itsel f was a 
raison d'etre fo r the center," Mr. 
Saeki sa id. " But we decided that, as 
a small minority in Japan, the best 
service we cou ld render was evan
gelism." • 

Associa te editor Ellen Clark was re
cently in Japan . 



-----------PORTRAITS OF CHRISTIANS----------~ 
Chri stians come into the church 

by various routes. As members, 
they often take very seriously 
witness to their new fa ith . Here 
are portraits of three Japanese 
Christians. 

* * * * 
Minoru Beppu became a Chris

tian in the years following World 
War 11 , when he became ac
quainted with an American mis
sionary in Japan who had been 
forced to evacuate China . 

" I was a Shinto follower be
fore," he said. " I believed in tra
dition and Emperor worship. With 
the collapse of the emperor sys
tem after the war, many of my 
generation experienced despera
tion . But everything changed 
when I found Jesus-except that 
I still smoke. Shinto emphasized a 
vertical relationship· of love-to 
ancestors and children. Chris
tianity stresses a horizontal rela
tionship of love. I've read the 
Bible a lot but I think it ca n be 
summed up in the principle of 
love." 

Mr. Beppu came into th e 
church together with his en tire 
family and worked to enlarge the 
missionary's church to 300 mem
bers. Once a government official 
in Japanese-occupied Manchuria 
and Korea, later a hotel manager, 
Mr. Beppu retired temporarily 
two yea rs ago at age 65 . But for 
the past two years he has been 
managing, together with his wife, 
a home for retired women church 
workers operated by the National 
Federation of Kyodan Women 's 
Societies. Cheerful and outgoing, 
Mr. Beppu also teaches English 
and Bible classes to community 
residents . 

* * * * 
Sachiko Shirai was a student at 

Aoyama Gakuin College when a 
fellow student invited her to join 
an Old Testament study group . 
As it afforded an opportunity to 
learn English, she readily ac
cepted . 

" I had always thought religion 
was something the weak tu rn ed 
to in time of trouble," Mrs. 
Shirai remembers. " The strong 
did not rely on it. But I found 
that the real weakness is sin . I 
also came to rea lize that God, 
not man, is the criterion of truth ." 

Baptized in the Church of 
Chri st, she later joined th e 
Kyodan . 

After graduation, she went on 
a Fulbright travel grant to the 
United States. Eventua lly she 
earned a master's degree in reli 
gious education at Andove r-New
ton Seminary and a bachelor of 
di vi nity degree from Yale and 
comp leted a residency in clini ca l
pastoral ed ucation in Virginia . 

Formerly a co llege chaplain, 
she is currently associate director 
of lnochi no Denwa, a crisis tel e
phone counselling se rvi ce. A 
kind , thoughtful woman, she 
speaks to ca ll ers with psychiatri c 
problems and trains the service's 
300 vo lunteers . 

Many Japanese women drop 
out of the church if they marry 
non-Christians. Mrs. Shirai mar
ried a devout Christian , a pedia-

tncian . Together with him, she 
frequently participates in worship 
with a smal l group that is part of 
Japa n's ·non-church movement. 
Thi s movement, started by Kanzo 
Uchimura in the las t century par
tially in protest agai nst Japanese 
dependence on missionaries and 
outside funds, has perhaps 50,000 
ad herents; they prize biblical fi 
delity and strong personal fa ith . 
The group the Shirais meet with 
in a rented room are a very intel
lectual group. They study the 
Bible, reflect on Karl Barth and 
read contemporary Chri stian 
writers. 

* * * * * * 
Toshiaki Kusunoki, 29, grew up 

without any strong religious con
victions ; he was a " funeral Bud
dhi st. " While a student at Inter
national Christian University in 
Tokyo, where he had a scholar
ship, he got financial help and 

encouragement from a Japanese 
minister. 

" He did a lot for me and when 
I asked him why, he just said he 
was doing it for the glo ry of God. 
I wa s really impressed. I didn ' t 
miss a chape l service after that. " 

Like many students he was ac
tive in church and attended Bible 
class for severa l yea rs before join
ing the church . 

Mr. Kusunoki has been to the 

United States tw ice, once fo r a 
summer as a member of Ameri
ca 's short-li ved " reverse Peace 
Corps program," late r for a two
yea r st int as a Frontier Intern , an 
international work-study program 
supported by several U.S. de
nominations. On both occasion s 
he worked with migrant farm 
workers and was strongly moved 
by their poverty and stru ggles for 
a better li fe . He also did tran slat
ing for an lssei ora l history proj 
ect launched by a United Presby
terian minister in Sacramento, 
Ca li forn ia. 

Presentl y a sta ffe r of the Na
ti onal Christian Counci l of Japan , 
M r. Kusunok i believes his real 
missionary work li es in hi s home
land . A fri end ly, breezy person , 
he is also deeply concerned 
about iss ues of hunger, Japanese 
busin ess exp loitation of other 
Asian countri es, and political op
press ion in As ia. 

" I'm tryi ng to find practical 
ways th e Japanese churches can 
repent to Asian churches for the 
sins of the Japanese in World War 
11 ," he says. 

Many activist students of his 
generation dropped out of the 
church when it fai led to provide 
direction, he states. With respect 
for the prophetic socia l witness 
of the National Chri stian Counci l 
of Japan, Mr. Kusunoki has stayed 
in . • 
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T he campus looks like any other Brown School, Baldwin, La.; Sarah 
at a girls' finishing school. The Murphey Home, Cedartown, Ga.; 

lawns are well-kept, the camellias and Tampa United Methodist Cen-
and azaleas are blooming, the build- ers, Tampa, Fla. 
ings are neatly nestled amidst giant Vashti School has a student body 
oak trees and the students laugh and of 50 girls who come from anywhere 
engage in girl-talk as they change in the United States. The common 
classes in the afternoon . denominator that has brought them 

Classes are small and there's even to Vashti is the breakdown of their 
individual tutoring for students hav- home life in one form or another. 
ing difficulty with the high school Some of the girls, who. are 14-18 
subjects after class. There's the pos- yea rs of age, are assigned to Vashti 
sibility of swimming in their own by the courts . Others are enrolled 
pool , bull sessions in the dorm, by their parents. Others come on 
working on the yearbook, servi ng their own volition while some arrive 
as Candy Stripers in the local hos- si mply because they have no other 
pital , playing tennis, volleybal l, or place to go. 
basketball on the 93 acre campus . At Vashti , as well as at the other 

In the evening there's studying, schools in the Youth in Crisis Min-
and for the older girls, the possi- istry, the young people are met 
bil ity of a date with a you ng man with love, understanding, accep-
provided he's been previously ap- tance, and the opportunity of find-
proved by the school authorities. ing meaning in life. In each case, 

What we are describi ng is not an the young person has to want to 
exclusive school of students from become involved in her own social 
wealthy parents but Vashti School and spi ritual growth . No one is ever 
of Thomasville, Ga., one of five in- held at any of the scnools of the 
stitutions related to the National Youth in Crisis Ministry against her 
Division of the Board of Global Min- will. In fact, as many of the Vashti 
istries of the United Methodist students learn to cope with the com-
Church through Youth In Crisis plex issues of society as well as their 
Ministry. own home situations, they often 

The other institutions in the same return to the public school and 
program are Boylan-Haven-Mather grad uate there. 
Academy, Camden, S.C. ; Sager Vashti School has a staff of 30 
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William Holt 

persons, although some are volun
teers like Mr. and Mrs. Roy Heitke 
who are a retired couple who have 
come to Vashti to look after the 
grounds and to tutor students hav
ing problems in some high school 
subjects. 

Superintendent of Vashti School is 
Wi 11 iam L. 01 iver, Jr. , a native of 
Cairo, Ga., who holds a B.A. in 
Political Science from Emory Uni
ve rsity and a M .A. in Design and 
Management of Educational Systems 
from Florida State University. He is 
married and has two children , age 
14 and 16. Mrs. Oliver is serving as 
Director of Public Relations for the 
school. 

When a girl arrives at Vashti there 
is always a conference with her by 
one of the trained staff to determine 
what her needs are and how Vashti 
can meet them . 

There are five levels of super
vision with a new student always 
being placed on Level One which 
requires close supervision by the 
staff. Level Two permits visits to 
town and home while Level Three 
allows dating and going home with 
another student. On Level Four the 
student can get permission for al
most any positive endeavor while 
on Level Five, the student is treated 
as an adult. 
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The typical dail y schedule of a 
Vashti student calls for getting up 
at 6 :30 a.m ., breakfast at 7 a.m., 
followed by Duty Work which con
sists of assigned hou sekeepin g 
chores. 

There is a daily assembly at 8 :10 
a .m. with academic classes begin
ning afterwards. Except for a brea k 
for lunch , classes continue to 3 :15 
p.m. After class, the rest of th e after
noon is free . There is a chapel se r
vice every Thursday evening and a 
study period each evening from 7 
to 8 p .m. 

Vashti has many success stories 
to tell . One girl , who will be grad
uating this June, had an abu sive 
father who made it difficult for her 
to get along with her family . She 
moved in with her grandmother 
who had heard of Vashti School and 
had her apply. Right off, the girl 
was impressed with the friendlin ess 
of the staff and the students. She 
responded to guidance and this year 
has already won an award for lead 
ership on campus and another for 
the highest academic grades in 
school. Without hope a few years 
ago, she now plans to go to college 
upon graduation. 

Speaking to this writer, she said, 
" Vashti helped me work my way 
out of the shell I had made of my
self. I've learned at Vashti that peo
ple care." 

Another Vashti success story is 
Jane Brady who as a 13 year old 
weighed 275 pounds and had tried 
suicide twice. Her mother was an 
alcoholic and her father had died of 
cancer when she was but a young 
girl. She was a chronic problem in 
public school with a 0-average. By 
the time she came to Vashti , five 
years ago, she had become a com
pulsive eater. 

Now, she weighs 130 pounds and 
when she graduated from Vashti last 
year she was valedictorian of the 
graduating class with a straight A 
average. She was Student Council 
president and received the Georgia 
Achievement Award for her student 
work at Vashti . 

"I found people at Vashti that 
taught me I could be what I wanted 
to be," Miss Brady explained. 
"When I came to Vashti , I knew I 
had to make it. I was at the bottom 
of the ladder. At Vashti , I found not 
only other girls who would help me 
but girls who needed my help . I 
learned how to love people and all 
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Vashti students Julie Rhodes 
(left) and Kathy McMillan 
relax at the campus fountain . 
left, Mr. William l. Oliver, 
Vashti superintendent, talks to 
a new student. Classes at Vashti 
School, such as this biology 
lab (below), are small. 
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Above, a Vashti student 
studies in her dormitory 

room. Right, Mrs. Roy 
S. Heitke, volunteer staff 
person, tutors a student. 

Below, the central adminis
tration building was once 

a deserted cigar factory. 
It is now called Bishops Hall. 

of a sudden, I fo und myself want
ing to be the best possib le person. " 

Jane Brady's ambiti on is to go to 
a Methodist- related co llege this fa ll 
and to study to become an English 
teacher. " Th en I want to teach in a 
school li ke Vashti ," she sa id . 

In the meantime, Jane Brady is 
working at Vashti as a vo lu nteer. 
Strangely enough, as Miss Brady has 
solved her prob lems so has her 
mother, a situat ion that is often re
peated at Vashti. As the girl s so lve 
their problems, the parents too 
seemed more ab le to cope with li fe. 

Jane Brady today is a brown
eyed brunette, winsome and arti cu
late. Her transformation from the 
over-we ight problem chi ld to an at
tractive, radiant Christian young 
woman is typical of w hat can hap
pen at Vashti although Superin ten 
dent Oliver would be quick to ad
mit that not all the girl s w ho come 
to Vashti are able to accept the 
challenge of opportu nity that Vashti 
offe rs. 

What is happening at Vashti is 
being repeated at Boylan-Haven
Mather Academy at Camden , S.C., 
w here 70 students are in a coed 
study from the 9th through the 12th 
.grade. In the last six years, 90 per
cent of its grad uates have gone on 
to co ll ege. 

Sager Brown Schoo l of Baldwin , 
La., has 100 students from the first 
to the eighth grades whil e Sarah 
Murphey Schoo l in Cedartown has 
a home for 40 children ran gin g from 
six to 18 yea rs of age. 

Tampa United M ethodi st Centers 
of Tampa, Fla ., has a more varied 
program that includes drug rehabili 
tation , a kinderga rten for the men
tally-retarded, a Day Care Center, 
and a Vocational Training Center. 

What all of these institutions in 
the Youth in Crisi s Ministry seek 
to do is to provide a supportive 
home life, a strong academic pro
gram, person-to-person counselling, 
and opportunities for personal 
growth in a Christian atmosphere. 

Judging from the results , the in 
stitutions are doing just that and 
are giving hope, love, and oppor
tunity to youth for the dollars given 
and the yea rs spent in effort. • 

Wi lliam Holt is editor of the Wesleyan 
Christian Advocate in Georgia. 
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The Gospel 
is the Message 
of Freedom 

Sand blows incessantly through 
the unpaved street in front of 

my house. The smel I of garbage and 
burning rubber permeates the neigh-
borhood. Next door a dozen fami
lies live crowded into a single row 
of dark, 12x12 rooms chained under 
one roof. A tiny outhouse is the 
only toilet. Children, whose bloated 
stomachs indicate intestinal parasites 
and malnutrition, excrete in the 
street and their parents use a nearby 
vacant lot. A faucet in the yard is 
the only water supply. There is no 
electricity although power lines pass 
overhead . 

My neighbors, and thousands 
more like them, make it impossible 
to escape the question, " What is 
the Gospel 's word to a people who 
lack even the means of meeting 
basic biological needs such as eat
ing, excreting, sleeping, let alone 
shelter, employment, and medical 
care?" That question, framed by a 
group of Third World Christians 
meeting in the Philippines, is the 
unavoidable question many of us 
working in Third World countries 
have faced . In Latin America it has 
become the basis of much theologi
cal reflection, and in Bolivia has 
forced us to take a new look at 
evangelism. 

"For freedom," Paul writes the 
Galatians, " Christ has set us free." 

Roy H. May, Jr. 

Easily we say the Gospel is the mes
sage of freedom, but too often we 
understand that freedom as essen
tially inward and spiritual . Yet, if the 
Gospel is the message of liberation, 
surely we can not define that free
dom as essentially inward and spiri
tual , as separate from the enslaving 
realities of injustice, oppression, and 
suffering. 

In reading the Scriptures the 
theme of liberation leaps out again 
and again . 

The Old Testament is filled with 
the demand for justice-for the 
poor, the widow, the orphan, the 
sojourner, the outcast. The story of 
Exodus is the history of God liberat
ing an opp ressed people. The cry 
of the Prophets was for transforma
tion in the whole life of the na
tion. Remember . Amos' famous cry, 
" let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flow
ing stream ." His cry is meaningless 
outside the social-political context. 
Isaiah 's harshest words were di
rected to those who exploited and 
oppressed the poor and powerless. 
Fundamentally the Old Testament 
shows God 's active participation in 
freeing people from bondage to 
others. 

Jesus sought to continue that Old 
Testament tradition . In his first ser-

mon, reading from Isaiah, he laid 
out his role as God's son : 

" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to 

preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclai m release 

to the captives 
and recovering sight to the blind , 
to set at liberty those w ho are 

oppressed, 
to proclaim the acceptable yea r of 

the Lord ." 

New Testament scholar J. Stanley 
Glen, in a study of Jesu s' pa rabl es, 
reminds us that Jesus' " message was 
not directed solely toward the inner, 
subjective li fe of man ... it was 
oriented toward the whole man ... 
toward his individual and coll ecti ve 
life ... it challenged social institu
tions and patterns of interest and 
conduct as much as it challen ged 
the inner life . . . " 

Much of Jesus' ministry was de
voted to healing the sick and feed
ing the hungry. His Parabl e of the 
Last Judgment shows his deep con
cern that the poor have the phys ica l 
necessiti es of life. 

Likewise he had a passion fo r 
justice. Although the Romans super
imposed their rul e, Jesus' worl d 
was governed by its reli gion . It was 
a theocratic state in w hich civ i l 
and religiou s organiza tion w ere 
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''When Jesus 

assoeiated with the poor, 

lepers, women, and 

ehildren, as well as with 

ta• eolleetors and sinners, 

he attaeked a soeial 

strueture whieh said 

these people were 

worthless in the 

eyes of God." 
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merged . Loyalty to religious practice 
was patriotism, at least to the social 
elite. 

Whenever Jesus broke religious 
laws, as he often did, he threatened 
the stability of the socia l-political 
order. When he said the Sabbath 
was made for man and not vice 
versa, he was demanding that or
ganizationa l structures be responsive 
to people . When he associated with 
the poor, lepers, women, and chil
dren as well as " tax collectors and 
sinners" and showed they were im
portant in God's sight, he attacked 
a social structure that said they were 
worthless in the eyes of God. His 
cleansing the Temple was an im
plicit attack upon the religious
political establishment that al lowed 
exp loitative practices in spite of laws 
against them, and must have been 
felt as an attack upon the Roman 
government which kept the national 
religious-political establishment in 
power. 

How often we forget the revolu
tionary song of the gentle Virgin 
Mary who sang of the deeds of 
God : 

" He stretched out his mightly arm 
and scattered the proud people 
with all their plans. 

He brought down mighty kings 
from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly. 
He filled the hungry with good 

things, 
and sent the rich away with 

empty hands." 

To the Galatians Paul adds, 
" ... do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery." People are enslaved by 
sin, their own as well as others. 
However, too often sin is under
stood only in its personal dimen
sion, forgetting that it too goes be
yond the essentially inward and 
spiritua l to the outward and social. 

Through sin people enslave 
others by building structures of 
selfishness and alienation . These 
structures of sin become encrusted 
in society and form the bases of so
cial-political-economic organization , 
even personal relationships, as il
lustrated by racial exclusiveness. 
Many become written as laws and 
policies, others remain unofficial 
and unwritten, often unspoken . 

Structures are also more than or
ganizations of individuals. They are 
" principalities and powers" that 
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The street scene in Santa Cruz outside the author's residence. 

transcend individuals, taking the 
character of the demonic, enslaving 
not only the innocent, but the par
ticipants, the organizers and sup
porters themselves. As Bolivian 
Methodists remind us, " Structures 
are a product of men but they as
sume an impersonal and even 
demonic character by going beyond 
the possibilities of individual ac
tion." 

The struggle against sin , or more 
positively, for freedom, always is on 
two levels: the personal and the so
cial. 

The implications for evange li sm 
are profound, for it means that if 
the Gospel is to be a word with in
tegrity, a liberating word to "a peo
ple who lack even the means of 
meeting basic biological needs," it 
must be anchored into the concrete, 
historic, social-political reality of op
pression and suffering. Theologi ca lly 
the Kingdom of God must be under
stood as a visible and historic reality, 
as Argentine Methodist theologian 
Jose Miguez Bonino says, "a trans
formed humanity on a renewed 
earth," not just as an invisible ab
straction in people's hearts. 

Evangelism can no longer be "one 
of the conservative forces of the 
world" whose " record in the strug-

gle against human bigotry and 
prejudice and the unjust structures 
of society is disappointing in the 
extreme," as Alan Walker, the famed 
Australian evangelist, writes. Rather, 
evangelism must lead people to re
flect critically upon their personal 
and community lives, discover the 
contradictions and injustices within 
them, and then to go about reshap
ing them . Evangelism must bring 
people to commit themselves to the 
struggle for liberation. 

Wesleyan scholar Albert Outler 
sa id, significantly in his lectures be
fore the 1971 Methodist Congress 
on Evangeli sm, that early Methodists 
had their tremendous impact not 
on ly with preaching, but " in their 
redemptive involvement in the so
cial agonies of their times." 

Bolivia, like much of the world , 
is a land of social agonies. Two 
years ago the Evangelical . Methodist 
Church, seeking an understanding 
of evangelism that grew profoundly 
out of the life reality of the Bolivian 
people, published a theology of 
evangelism . 

The document poignantly re
minds us that, " Evangelism sets in 
motion the forces of human libera
tion . The Gospel of Jesus Christ en
deavors to liberate men and women 

from all powers that oppress, in
ternal or exte rnal , individual or im
personal ... Thus the work for jus
tice and participation in the task of 
liberating persons from concrete 
situations of oppression is a con
stitutive part of preaching the Gos
pel. 

" Announcing the Gospel implies 
denouncing all that does not con
form to the Gospel. Evangelism is 
not truly b iblical if it is not pro
phetic. The Church cannot com
promise with any power that op
presses or dehumanizes. Nor can it 
name the Name of Jesus Christ with
out naming those idols and demons 
that ought to be expe lled from one's 
personal world as well as from the 
structures of society. " 

The question remains : " What is 
the Gospel 's word to a people who 
lack even the means of meeting 
basic biological needs ... ?" Surely 
it is the word of liberation, the word 
that God is acting in history to 
break down structures of injustice, 
of poverty, of oppression , to lay 
before his people the possibility of 
genuine ly new life. • 

Roy H. May, Jr. is a United Methodist 
missionary in Bolivia where he is a 
pastor in Santa Cruz . 
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For the children , it is classes in 
Chinese ; for the adults, English. 

The obj~ct in both cases is to help 
people communicate, and hold fam
i I ies together. 

Language necessarily takes a 
central place in the program of 
the Chinese Methodist Community 
Center, an agency operated in con
j unction with the Chinese United 
Methodist Church in New York's 
Chinatown . Everybody talks about 
the problem of generation gap. But 
for immigrant families, it carries 
more peril than for others. If chil
dren grow up speaking English, and 
their parents can hardly understand 
a word, the generations may live in 
separate worlds, even when eating 
and sleeping in the same cramped 
apartment. 

It is hard enough for parents to 
accept the ideas their children bring 
home, but if even the words are in
comprehensible, understanding can 
hardly occur. Conversely, children 
find it difficult to accept the at
tempts of parents to maintain ways 
from a different time and place, and 
the difficulties multiply when they 
are literally speaking a different lan
guage. 

" It helps a lot if a child can just 
write a note to leave for his parents 
when he goes out," says Moses Lee, 
pastor of the church . 

The center offers guitar classes 
and tutoring and Chinese folk danc
ing and scouting and ping pong 
and many other attractions. But a 
key part of its work is the Chinese 
instruction for children attending 
the after school program. 

Then in evening classes, adults 
are learning English . After a hard 
day's work in the restaurant or laun
dry or wherever, they come to the 
center for another struggle with the 
language of their. new homeland. 

"Where do you live?" asks the 
instructor. An immigrant from Hong 
Kong or Taiwan, perhaps born on 
the mainland of China, repeats the 
question . He turns then to another 
immigrant. "Where do you live?" 
he asks. She struggles to say a street 
address. 

It is language for everyday use. 
Knowing only Chinese, immigrants 
can get along in Chinatown, Lee 
explains, but learning English frees 
them to move out into a larger 



world . And , of course, the larger 
world will be the world of their 
children, who even in pre-school 
yea rs are learning to sing " Puff, the 
Magic Dragon" and " London Bridge 
Is Falling Down." 

Even within the Chinese commu
nity, Lee must work to overcome 
language barriers, for although all 
Chinese is written the same, he 
says, pronunciation varies so much 
that people speaking one dialect 
often do · not understand those 
speaki ng another. A Mandarin 
spea king customer in a Chinese res
taurant may have to use English to 
communicate with a Cantonese
speaking waiter, he says. Lee 
preaches in Mandarin, but has a 
woman translating into Cantonese. 
At other times he speaks mostly 
Cantonese because that is the more 
common language among New York 
Chinese. 

Though the center offers a great 
many program s, therefore, the lan
guage study represents a thrust basic 
to them all. The center is attempting 
to keep American Chinese in touch 
with their ancestral heritage while 
also helping them enter more fully 
into American society. 

Need for such a ministry is grow
ing. Though the period between the 
Civil War and World War I stands 
out in American thinking as the 
classic immigrant era, immigration 
is still an important factor in Ameri
can life today. Approximately 400,-
000 legal immigrants are currently 
arriving every year, and some esti
mates place illegal immigration at 
an even higher rate. 

As a result of a 1965 change in 
the law on national quotas, immi 
gration of Chinese and other Asians 
now runs much higher than in the 
past. For New York, this has meant 
a growing Chinatown-pushing east 
and west from its center in Mott 
Street, and also moving north into 
Little Italy. 

Not all New York Chinese live in 
Chinatown, of course. But immi
grants typically begin there, and 
then perhaps move after they get 
established. Or the second and third 
generations, American educated and 
climbing up the occupation ladder, 
will begin moving into other parts 
of the city, or to the suburbs. 

Lee's church draws Chinese from 
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At the community center students 
perform at the Guitar Workshop and 

Boy Scout Troop 69 pledges allegiance. 
Opposite page, a teacher at the 

Mei-Wah Chinese School helps 
youngsters with their Chinese while 

some of their parents may be in 
the English class. 

the neighborhood, from uptown, 
from out in New Jersey, from all 
around . It is a relatively new church , 
celebrating its tenth anniversary this 
year, and has grown from 17 found
ing members to 238 at the time of 
its latest report. 

Lee has served as minister from 
the beginning. A native of China, 
born to Christian parents in Shang
hai , he went in 1950 to Hong Kong, 
where he began his theological 
studies, and then in 1962 came to 
the U.S., studying at Garrett Theo
logical Seminary and New York The
o logical Seminary. 

Though New York's Chinatown 
has several churches, h.is is the only 

United Methodist Church there, and 
except for one new congregation 
started just last year in the New 
York borough of Queens, the only 
Chinese church the denomination 
has in the northeast. 

The church and community cen
ter use property belonging to an 
independent corporation called the 
Five Points Mission, which Charles 
Barton of the United Methodist City 
Society says was the first of the city 
mission agencies organized in the 
United States. In the last century 
Five Points was an area notorious 
for squalor and thuggery, and a 
group of Methodist women estab-
1 ished a mission to serve the needs 
there. The mission was among the 
spots visited by Abraham Lincoln 
during his 1860 trip that brought 
him to the attention of the New 
York establishment and helped him 
on to the presidency. 

The Five Points area, near City 
Hall and just below Chinatown, has 
changed beyond recognition, and 
the intersection of streets forming 
the five "points" now lies under a 
government building. But Five Points 
Mission continued and , after a 
couple of moves, wound up with a 
small five-story building on Madison 
Street (not to be confused with 
Madison Avenue.) 

Through the years it has served 
various ethnic groups, and it housed 
a dwindling Italian congregation 
when the Chinese began spreading 
into the area in the 1960s. Lee was 
then assigned to begin a Chinese 
church there . And a small endow
ment enables Five Points Mission 
to provide some financial assistance 
as well as the building. 

Lee serves as president of the 
center as well as pastor of the 
church , and his brother Jackson di
rects the center. But though the 
church and center operate in the 
same space with many of the same 
staff, they remain separate entities . 

Children in the after school pro
gram gather for a chapel service at 
the end of each Friday's session . But 
many adults come in for a class 
without taking part in church activi
ties. Most of the Chinese are either 
Buddhists or adherents of no reli
gion, Lee says, and the center opens 
its doors to everyone. However, 
many participants have found it 
natural to move from an activity of 
the center to an activity of the 



church, and then into church mem
bership, he reports. 

Barton says the degree to which 
this happens is highly unusual 
among churches with socia l service 
programs, some of which he find 
maintaining almost no connection 
between the two aspects of their 
operation. 

"We are not just telling how the 
love of God is, but showing the love 
of God by service," Lee says. And 
he finds people responding. 

His church congregation has a 
notably youthful cast. It draws older 
people, too, and provides a senior 
citizens program. But ther are chil
dren, te nagers and young adults in 

higher percentages than many New 
York churches ever see. A very ac
tive MYF draws about 50 members, 
who conduct Bible study, provide 
most of the church choir, go to 
summer camp at an upstate spot 
owned by Five Points Mission and 
visit other churches to share ex
periences. 

This program has special impor
tance because for the first time 
juvenile delinquency now troubles 
the Chinese community. Paradoxi
cally, Lee finds drugs less of a prob
lem among Chinese youth than 
among their elders, but the youth 
are beginning to form gangs that 
sometimes turn violent. 

The center program for younger 
children also fills a crucial commu
nity need because of the number 
of mothers working outside the 

home. Aside from all the other fac
tors putting mothers into the work 
force, immigrant families often ar
rive burdened with debt for their 
travel , and with the consequent 
necessity of both parents finding 
jobs. 

" The after s hool center is a 
place where the working parents 
can leave their children knowing 
that daily between 3:30 and 6:00 
p.m. their children are safe and that 
they are not on the streets," says a 
report by Jackson Lee and Mary 
Fong, the latter an immigrant from 
Hong Kong who has been working 
at the center part time whil attend
ing Barnard College. 

" The students are provided with 
an English tu tor to help them with 
their schoolwork and, at the same 
time, receive a Chinese education 
which thei r parents most likely will 
have no time to teach them . 

" We hope that by providing the 
children with a safe place to be at, 
help with their homework which 
they have trouble with because of 
the language difficulties, and inter
es t them in their own cu lture, thev 
might be able to ignore the bad 
elements of the streets, and thu s 
want to stay in school. 

" And to show how successfu l we 
are, there is the enrollment. Only a 
few years ago, the enrollment was 
a handful of students; now we have 
200 students." 

Parents can bring pre-schoolers as 
early as 8 :30 a.m . and leave them 

till 5 :30. The children get breakfast, 
lunch and an afternoon snack. For 
thi s the center charges $25 a week, 
but, as with fees for other programs, 
income does not meet costs. Help 
in making up the difference has 
come not only from Five Points 
Mission but also the New York Con
ference, the Commission on Reli
gion and Race and the National 
Division of the Board of Global 
Ministries. 

Establishment of the Chinese 
Method i st Community Center 
(CMCC) as a separate entity in 1972 
paved the way for appeals to secu
lar groups as we ll , and some funds 
are received from New York's 
" community chest," the Greater 
New York Fund . 

There is no financial aid from 
government, though some govern
ment-paid youth have been work
ing in the day camp program oper
ated by the center during July and 
August. With the cutbacks imposed 
by New York's fi nancia l crisis, many 
other church programs that were 
dependent on government funds 
have found themselves badly hurt. 
But the CMCC has not been 
affected in this way. 

The report by Jackson Lee and 
Mary Fong explains: " The CMCC 
has not received any federal, state 
or city financial aid ; because of the 
genera l economy and city crises our 
chance of receiving such aid is very 
slim and even if they do provide us 
with any aid, once they decide to 
cut the aid , we wi ll then be forced 
to drop our programs. That is why 
we want to be independent but 
being independent has its conse
quen ces and one is that we are al
ways in need of fund!" 

But the center has been affected 
by the city financia l crisis in another 
way because it has meant increased 
demand for center programs and 
services. The public school day has 
been shortened to save money, so 
children show up earli er for the 
after school program. Bi li ngual as
sis tance has been reduced , creating 
greater need for tutoring. 

" Thus, either we see the truancy, 
underachievement and disruptive 
behavior increasingly occur in 
the schools," Lee says, " or we serve 
more." They are trying to serve 
more. • 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributo r. 

New World Outlook • July-August 1976 [345] 33 



---
E ve r since Richard Nixon visited 

The People 's Republic of China 
in 1971 as President of the United 
States, there has been a trickling of 
Americans to that enormous and 
mysterious country. That trickling 
would, by now, have become a 
flood had it not been for the sagac
ity of the Chinese who choose thei r 
visitors carefully and make sure that 
most tourists arrive in groups and 
are shepherded through twenty-one 
days of sightseei ng, political rhetoric 
and socialist experimentation . The 
Chinese also understand that their 
country has gained a kind of faddish 
fascination to the intellectual , afflu
ent right and left in the West, and 
so they contribute to this Oriental 
allure by thrusting certain surmount
able barriers in the path of the 
wou Id-be tourist. Moreover, the 
Chinese understand that the basic 
bourgeois urges that once beat so 
strongly in the breasts of the in
habitants of Old China are only 
dormant and have not been totally 

extirpated by the cutting edges of 
one of the most momentou s revo
lutions in human history. And so 
every tourist must be accounted for 
even though he is free to walk at 
any hour in Chinese streets and free 
to speak to anyone who can under
stand him. The Chinese know that 
their eyes are everywhere, and that 
the stranger, applauded or stared at 
or ignored, is as obvious as an 
oasis in a wind-swept desert. He 
will be seen, therefore, if he tries 
to give away any of the gadgets he 
has brought with him to this land 
of " beginning prosperity," and since 
neither tips nor bribes can provide 
him with improved service or illicit 
sex or drugs, the Chinese need only 
be vigi lant, not vulgar, in order to 
protect their country from the virus 
of marketplace capitalism . Of course 
one wonders how the government 
wil l prevent the people from won
dering about the nylon , the high
heeled shoes, the fine leathers, the 
furs, the copious amounts of money 
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that the Westerners have at their 
disposal. But the guide will be happy 
to tell the questioning stranger that 
the crack he thought the tourist 
made in the Chinese wall of isola
tion is ephemeral at best, since " We 
understand that we are of two so
cieties and that yours worships show 
and acquisition while ours is geared 
to equality and culture. Our people 
understand this and so they are not 
envious of your material posses
sions. We have already tried what 
you are still trying, and we know 
which is the better way." 

As a man spawned by the West 
and having a full appreciation of 
its strengths and weaknesses, I 
looked forward to my trip to China 
last summer with something ap
proaching suspended animation . I 
wanted to let all that I read and 
saw and felt about the gigantic land 
wash over me like some Atlantic 
wave drenching a lonely promon
tory. And I, sponge-like, would try 
to absorb it all until I got back to 
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"The Chinese choose their visitors carefully and 
make sure that most tourists arrive in groups." 

ncounter in 
r-~1 .... _ .!; 

Tien Rn Men 
Square 

Am eri ca, and there in the sanctuary 
of my study, I would try to so rt it 
out. I would try to put into so me 
cogent perspecti ve what in parti cu
lar moved me not at all , or saddened 
me, or made me glow w ith human 
hope. The experience w as bound to 
be di ffe rent from anythin g I had 
ever known. I had, after all , been 
raised as a co lonia l bl ack in the W est 
Ind ies, and I had spent my fo rma
tive yea rs steeped in the rheto ri c of 
Episcopa lian and M ethodi st glory. 
(In our house, the hymns of Charl es 
Wesley were always sung wi th a 
special gusto.) Years later I came to 
l ive in an Ameri ca that had not only, 
long ago, thrown off the colonial 
yoke, but had become the protecto r 
o f that weakened Empire to whi ch 
I once felt some allegiance . Now I 
was going to a land that had been 
ravished by colonia l powers but had 
kept its spirit intact ; a land that 
would show, twenty-fi ve yea rs after 
its leader decla red that the Chinese 
people have stood up, no trace o f 

Orde Coombs "-

the co lon ia l presence, but fo r some 
peeling buildings along the Bund in 
Shanghai that in the early summer's 
dusk seemed grotesquely and irrev
erently out of place. 

I had been se lected as one of 21 
"cultural workers" by Th e Guard ian , 
an independent, radical newsw eekl y 
with excell en t relations with the 
Chinese, since it promul gates a shrill 
M aoist, anti - imperiali st and anti 
social imperi ali st (that is, Ru ss ian) 
line. We were chosen from around 
the country and there were even a 
few television and movie ce lebriti es 
among us. Besides, Th e Guardian 
sent its man along, an unfl appable 
23 yea r old , w ho would arrange 
schedul es, smooth brui sed egos and 
have 21 opinionated Ameri cans 
moving with a semblance of unity. 

After Thirty Speeches 
By the time I got to Pekin g, how 

ever, I was exhausted and fat . W e 
had already been throu gh Shanghai, 
Wuhan, Chengchow, Loyang and 

Sian, and we had l istened to over 
thirty speeches w ith the same un
brea kable threads runn ing through 
their core: The dictatorship of the 
proletar iat, the campaign to criti cize 
Lin Piao and Confucius, the bitte r 
memori es, the present happiness, 
the imperia l ists, the socia l imperia l
ists, the ru nn ing dogs and the 
fr iends that China has all over the 
wor ld . It was not that I was suffer
ing fro m sensibil ity overkill (a l
th ough God knows, there wa s more 
than enough of that) o r from the 
da il y proxim ity of 21 w hite Ameri 
cans with inquisitive minds but 
American hauteur. It w as simply 
that I was worn out from being ex
posed to so mu ch so quickl y, from 
be ing asked to question all my 
former assumptions about hum an 
behavior, and to wonde r, fi nally, 
w hat I was going to do with thi s 
experience, for hav ing been born 
of pragmat ic parents, I cannot just 
savor experien ce, I must pu t i t to 
some marketab le use. Besides I fe lt 
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that knot that rose and fell in my 
gorge-a knot that only colonials 
can really know- for it comes from 
seeing what a formerl y despised 
people can do with their unleashed 
energies. And it turns to bile when 
one sees the formerly despised in 
battle dress as they become op
pressors, when one understands that 
nothing of substance has changed 
in a society, but a flag, a national 
anthem and a new cadre of elite 
whose skin color is the same as 
their countrymen, but who cannot 
hear the cries of the walking 
wounded. In China, the knot be
came a succession of widening 
smiles. 

The second night after I arrived 
in Peking, I left my hotel , which was 
teeming with new arrivals, espe
cially Italian communists who must 
be the world 's best dressed Marx
ists, and walked to the world 's 
largest plaza-Tien An Men square. 
It was a warm evening and although 
many of the Chinese still wore their 
blue or grey tunics and slacks, I was 
happy to feel the heat and taste the 
sweat running down my forehead. 
I abandoned my denim jacket for 
white trousers and a blue work
shirt. I walked toward the Great 
Hall of the People that rims the 
square and which , for all its enorm
ity, took only ten months to build . 
Then I saw two Africans coming 
toward me, their mouths open in 
the suggestion of surprise, their 
smiles lighting up their faces. They 
were rather modishly dressed in 
tight bell-bottomed blue trousers 
and long sleeved multi-colored 
shirts, and they had the air about 
them of young men who knew 
where they wanted to go and tha t 
they would get there. I was curious 
about them because I wondered if 
they had been subjected to the same 
political barrage that we had faced . 
and if, as students, that verbal din 
continued through their stay in 
China. Moreover, I wanted to know 
how they measured their Chinese 
experience since I had been trying 
for over two weeks to put a handle 
to mine. 

When they were about three feet 
from me, I haltingly put out my 
hand, said "Tung Chih" (comrade) 
and we began to speak. They were 
Zambians and · were in China to 
study railroad technology. This was 
their first trip out of Africa and 

they had been unprepared for what 
they found . They had a sense of the 
uniformity, the regimentation, the 
political tendrils of Chinese life, 
but they had no experience with the 
Chinese soul. They longed to see 
hesitation, or tremor or ecstasy or 
foolishness on the faces of the peo
ple among whom they moved, and 
they could find it nowhere. The 
younger, let's call him Kenneth , was 
22, with inquisitive eyes and a pref
erence for American slang. What he 
wanted most of all was to " be cool " 
and go back to Zambia as quickly 
as possible. But all around him he 
found a wall of resistance to his in
difference. It bothered him that he 
had heard so many Chinese girls 
sing : " My father is in Africa"; that 
at the Wuhan Iron and Steel Works 
he had been shown (as we had) 
the steel rods that were being manu
factured and stacked high for ship
ment to Zambia . The Chinese effort 
seemed blatantly political, that he 
had begun to doubt that the Tan
Zam railroad (the reason for his 
being in China) was really two years 
ahead of schedule. 

The Rejection of God 
As we talked into the night it be

came clear however that everything 
he said, everything that impressed 
him about Chinese life-the order, 
the cleanliness, the belief in a fu
ture, the love of country-or caused 

him to seethe in anger- the heavy 
political soundings that would not 
cease, the intolerance of foreign 
ideas, " the belief in the righteous
ness of Chinese Communism" -all 
paled in the face of the unques
tioning rejection of God by his 
peers. With that divulged I looked 
quizzically at John, older, stockier 
than Kenneth, with a red fez 
perched timorously on his uncombed 
head, and said : " Well what do you 
expect, you are in a Communist 
country. " And John, moving to de
fend his countryman against my ar
rogance, said : " Please don't think 
we are that naive. What Kenneth 
meant was simply that the Chinese 
have not taught us anything about 
life. We will be good at running a 
railroad , but we won't be any good 
at answering any of the questions of 
the mind that are supposed to 
plague men of education ." I told 
him that I thought that maybe such 
reasoning, such an unnecessary cre
ation of ambiguity came from his 
colonial past, and that the finely 
honed sensibility that he carried 
around was like an albatross that 
would impede the development of 
the " Fourth World ." 

Both of them jumped on me not 
to defend their absorption in their 
colonial past, not even to say that 
the unexamined life, the unques
tioning life is not worth living, but 
to embrace their religious heritage, 



to admit that it was an alien philoso
phy imposed upon them, but that 
nevertheless it provided them with 
a sense of cohesion with the world. 
And Kenneth, being eloquent in the 
face of my incredulity, said : " Yes, 
the missionary left us with the Bible 
and with the fear of Hell and with 
an obsession for repentance, but he 
also left us with the possibility of a 
peace, a restfulness, that my Chinese 
comrades at school will never be 
able to understand." 

The Relevance of Religion 
It was all so strange. To walk 

around Tien An Men square, late 
at night, discussing the relevance of 
religion in the life of African stu 
dents while Chinese bicycle bell s 
punctuated the warm Peking air. 
Finally, Kenneth said: "You must 
understand that we have been here 
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for three years, and we see the 
value of some things that you can
not see." And John said : " Don't 
think it has anything to do with 
nationalism, mind you . It's not that 
we think Zambian so il is more pre
cious than Chinese, or that our 
country's customs, that are Western 
customs for the most part, are more 
viab le or logica l than the Chinese. 
It's simply a question of whether 
religion sustai ns us here and it 
does." 

" And when you go back to Zam
bia," I said , my voice suddenly, 
incessantly, harsh, " will religion 
sustai n you against all the human 
problems you will find? Or will the 
spiritua l sustenance disappear when 
the economi c rewards begin to 
come in?" 

" We will probably both have 
Mercedes Benz motor cars in six 
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The Gate of Heavenly Peace gives its 
name to the vast Tien An Men 
Square, which was the setting for 
the author's evening encounter with 
two students from Zambia, an "attempt 
by three black men to speak about 
the moral vigor, the stultification, 
the glory of China." Opposite page, 
the Martyrs' Memorial, commemorat
ing historic struggles for liberation, 
occupies one side of the square. 
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The sign at the Peking railway station says: "United Together to Obtain Still Greater Victory." 

''And you are 
right," said John, 

"Religion will 
take a baek seat. 

But in China, now, 
it is important 
to us, and you 

ean laugh all you 
want to, but you 
don't live here." 

years, " said John. "And you are 
right. Religion will take a back seat. 
But in China, now, it is important 
to us, and you can laugh all you 
want to, but you don't live here." 

We made some desultory remarks 
to take the growing harshness away. 
They asked about Mohammed Ali . 
They wondered about Edward Ken
nedy. But it was so unsett ling, this 
pause in the Peking night, this at
tempt by three black men to speak 
about the moral vigor, the stultifica
tions, the glory of China. All we 
really did was spar with each other. 
I walked back to the hotel slowly 
and I thought about our presence 
in this land ; the distance we had 
travelled to meet head-on on a co
nundrum of colonial life that can 
only be resolved when the colonial 
power no longer holds a monopoly 
on ideas in the minds of the former
ly disenfranchised. For no matter 
how " liberated" that ex-colonial is, 
he finds himself drawing back, 
willy-nilly into the cold embrace of 
the people who had ruled him. And 
if religion were to be used and 
then discarded by these ex-colonials 
how would they find the endurance 
to frame a really new country out 
of the half-baked pies that had been 
bequeathed them? The Chinese had 
managed to wed the past firmly 
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onto the future, and it was no hap
penstance that the campaign to 
criticize Lin Piao also denounced 
Confucius. What was useful was 
kept, the vestiges of the old that 
were of a disservice were de
nounced and the present sturdy 
enough. 

In my hotel I mentioned my en
counter to a friend , and his abrupt 
American attitude was one of an
noyance. " How could they come 
here," the American said, "and even 
think about God. Don't they see the 
true God, that is, Man all around 
them?" And from the safety of an 
American passport, a three week 
visa that would provide endless 
stories to regale cocktail party 
friends, my friend ridiculed the 
Africans who, forced to live in China 
for three years, used their religion 
lea rned at the feet of unsmiling mis
sionaries, as a bulwark against the 
smug certainty of the Chinese fu
ture. • 

Orde Coombs is a free lance writer . 
who was born in St. Vin cent in the 
Wes t Indies and educated a t Yale Uni
versity, Cambridge and NYU. He is the 
author of several books, including 
Drums of Life (Doubleday, 1974), and 
many articles . 
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ISSU€S 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

Hugo Banzer Suarez, the presi 
dent of Bolivia, is an astute general 
who since August 1971 has ruled his 
country with an iron hand. Before 
Banzer came to power, Bolivia was 
about to enter a period of profound 
change. Popular assemblies com
posed of workers and students were 
meeting in the legislative palace to 
prepare for a new society. Then 
president, General Juan Jose 
Torres, encouraged the forces of 
change. Many young officers in the 
Army actively supported the labor 
and student organizations. But then 
this upstart colonel from the cattle
raising lowlands of Santa Cruz, 
onetime military attache in Wash
ington, led a rebellion which turned 
the clock back in Bolivia . 

What is the background for the 
present state of affairs in Bolivia? 

This land-locked country obtained 
its independence from Spain in 
1825. Before that it had been a part 
of the Spanish empire known as 
Alto Peru. With independence the 
ruling class of Spanish-born officials 
was replaced by criollos, or Spanish 
speaki ng whites born in the co lony. 
Basically the situation of the Indian 
majority, descendents of the ancient 
Incas, did not change. They con
tinued to be an exploited class of 
peasant farmers and miners whose 
labor kept a feudal class of land and 
mine owners in power. From the ar
rival of the Spaniards in the six
teenth century until now, they have 
been subjected to a systematic vio
lation of their culture and language. 
A Chilean anthropologist working 
among the Quechua-speaking In
dians of Bolivia speaks of a recur
ring dream among the people she 

interviewed : a woman chased by a 
bull. The woman is the defenseless 
Indian ; the bull is Spanish culture 
and civilization. 

. "Spanish America ... is English" 
At the begi nning of the nine

teenth century England was the 
most powerful empire in the world. 
As the world 's most advanced cap
itali st country England dominated 
Latin America . When the Spanish 
colonies broke away from Spain , 
England's foreign minister bragged, 
" Spanish America is free, and if we 

9 BOLIVIA 

don 't mismanage our affairs, she is 
English ." The economic hegemony 
of Spain was replaced by that of 
England which controlled the com
merce to and from Latin America . 
England bu i It the first rai I ways into 
the heart of South America, which 
ca rri ed out the rich mineral re
sources of Bo li via, first silver then 
tin, to Pacifi c ports and brought in 
manufactured products of British 
industry. Engli sh capital invested 
heavi ly in gold and silver mines. As 
in the days of the Spanish empire, 
the immense resou rces of Boliv ia 



enriched a few at the expense of its 
own development and progress. 

Originally Bolivia's frontiers, as es
tablished before independence by 
the Spanish crown, included long 
stretches of the Pacific coast. The 
development of this area had been 
neglected by Bolivia's leaders, for 
they had concentrated their atten
tion on the mines and lands of the 
highland region . Into this vacuum 
crept Chilean entrepreneurs from 
the south , encouraged by English 
capital . Before the Bolivians knew 
what had happened the rich nitrate 
deposits in the coastal desert had 
been taken over, and the coastal 
province of Antofagasta had be
come a Chilean colony. This fait 
accompli was consummated by the 
War of the Pacific (1879-84). As a 
result of this war Bolivia lost its sea 
coast and became a land-locked 
country. Since then the drive to the 
sea to recuperate its losses has been 
a part of the politics of every Boliv
ian government, and the issue of an 
outlet to the sea has been skillfully 
used by politicians of every stripe to 
take people's eyes off more funda
mental questions. 

The Chaco War, 1932-'35 
One of these questions was that 

Bolivian politicians often served the 
interests of foreign companies in
stead of those of their own people .· 
In the 1930's a dispute developed 
between Standard Oil of New Jersey 
and Royal Dutch Shell over the con
trol of the supposedly oil-rich lands 
of the Chaco on the border of Bo-
1 ivia with Paraguay. Bolivia's pres i
dent at the time, Salamanca, sided 
with Standard Oil. The two coun
tries became embroiled in the 
Chaco War (1932-1935) which 
ended in victory for Paraguay and 
80,000 dead, and the loss of thou
sands of square miles of territory 
for Bolivia. Although this was a 
humiliating experience for the Bo
livian people, it had the effect of 
raising the consciousness of a sector 
of officers and soldiers of the Bo
livian Army who were involved in 
the defeat. They began to question 
how small countries such as Bolivia 
and Paraguay could become tools 
of international corporate interests. 
They began to plan to defend their 
national interests ; they founded a 
new political party, the MNR (the 
Nationalist Revolutionary Move-

ment) which was to have a crucial 
role in the years ahead . 

In the years following the Chaco 
War workers in the mines and fac
tories and peasant farmers on the 
landed estates of the Bolivian gentry 
began to organize themselves to 
protest the exploitation of the Bo
livian worker. Their leaders were 
generally of Marxist orientation . 
They advocated land reform, .na
tionalization of the tin mines as well 
as opposition to foreign control of 
Bolivia's economy. In the universi
ties and the high schools Marxist 
teachers taught to generations of 
students the causes of Bolivia 's un
derdevelopment : its dependence on 
and control by foreign "empires" 
(first the Spanish, then the British, 
and now the American) . Many Bo
livian intellectuals became con
vinced that the causes of poverty 
and hunger were not of racial or 
moral defeat but structural ques
tions of imperialism. 

The Social Revolution of 1952 
In 1952 the MNR succeeded in 

overthrowing the military junta 
which had prevented their coming 
to power by democratic means. The 
new revolutionary government de
creed that the big landed latifundia 
be broken up and distributed to the 
farmers who tilled the land ; the 
mines owned by the Patino 
Aramayo, and Hochshild families 
were nationalized ; the Army was 
abolished ; universal suffrage pro
claimed ; and a promising program 
of educational and social reform 
was instituted . After the Mexican 
revolution of 1917 the Bolivian ex
perience became known as one of 
Latin America's most important so
cial revolutions. 

The difficulties of carrying out 
this ambitious program soon became 
apparent. Land reform had divided 
the land into parcels too small to 
be economically farmed. Some 
Marxist theorists had recommended 
collectivization and not the break
ing up of the land into small lots, 
but their arguments were not 
heeded . Production decreased . 
Shortages developed. The govern
ment plan of directing the economy 
provoked opposition . In the cities 
long lines of people waiting to buy 
the essentials of bread and sugar 
became commonplace. Those whose 
property had been confiscated or-
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ganized to oppose the new order. 
The government responded with re
pression ; concentration camps 
sprang up in many parts of the 
country ·to contain the resisters. Tor
ture and terror were employed. 

With hunger staring them in the 
face and wide-spread unrest in
creasing, the government turned in 
desperation to the United States for 
support. In particular, it asked for 
wheat to feed its hungry people . 
The U.S. government was not sure 
at first how to respond . It had no 
tradition of supporting radical re
gimes in Latin America . In the eyes 
of many American observers the 
MNR revolution was the beginning 
of Communist subversion in the 
western hemisphere. When Milton 
Eisenhower, the president's brother. 
visited Bolivia right after the MNR 
revolution, he was convinced by the 
then ambassador Edward Sparks that 
Bolivia could be kept under U.S. 
influence only if a long-term strategy 
of support for the revolution were 
planned. This strategy was meant 
to buy time until a government 
more in line with U.S. interests 
could be formed . 

Support was to be given, however, 
only under certain conditions. The 
Army must be restored . American 
oil interests must again be allowed 
to operate in Bolivia. American 
economic advisors must be invited 
to counsel the government on eco
nomic policy. The decision to aid 
Bolivia was based on clear con 
siderations of self-interest. It was 
convenient at this time for the U.S. 
to get rid of its surplus wheat ; it 
would help to keep up the pri ces 
on the world-wide market. Bolivia 
in the heartland of South Ameri ca 
was a strategic center for U.S. in 
fluence. 



ABOUT BOLIVIA 

nee a part of the Inca empire, Bolivia was under Spanish dominatron 
for cenlurres before she gained her rndependence August 6, 1825. She 
was namC'd in honor of her liberator, Srm6n Bolivar Little is known of 
the early history of the lndran populatrons of the area ; the only rem 
nants are the silent, ancient ruins of the pre-Inca Tiawanaco civilization. 
The Inca period began about 1400 A.O. with the subjugation of the 
Tiawanaco or Aymara civilrzation and was oeplaced by Spanish rule 
under Francisco Pizarro in 1535. The major concern of the Spani<h con
quest wa< the e•ploitalion of mineral re<ource< and foom a single moun
tain nea r Potosi ame at one time one third of the new wo rld 's supply 
of srlver. from 1809 to 1825 Bol ivra engaged in the wars of liberation 
which finally brought independence from Spain, but made no real 
change in the condition of the indigenous population. 

Area and Population 
The estimated population in ·1975 was 5,500.000, made up of four 

groups· indigenous, \o\hite, mestizo, and Negro. The indigenous people 
account for about 53 percent of the population. About 75 percent of 
the population lives at an altitude of 10,000 feet in one tenth of the 
country's land area. In recent years the government has sponsored an 
extensive rrogram for relocating thousands of the<e highland Indians in 
the eastern lowlands, where rrch jungle land offers the potential for high 
agricultural production. 

language 
Spanish, the official language, is spoken by less than half the popula

tion. Other maJor languages are Aymara and Quechua. Approximately 
60 languages or dialects are usf'd in Bolivia. 

Products and Resources 
Mining has been the most importanl industry, the mineral wealth in

cluding tin, gold, silver, copper, petroleum, lead, zinc, and others. 
Agriculture is of growing national rmportance. Mahogany, sugar, 

cotton, and rice are exported on a large scale. Some of the world's best 
coffee and cacao are produced in increasing quantities. Recent cultiva
tion of soybeans and wheat is helping to reduce the high impo ts of 
vegetable oil and flour. 

Education 
Although for many years primary education in Bolivia has been free 

and obl igatory, the estimated illiteracy rate is approximately 70 percent. 
The Ministry of Public Instruction states that for the urban and rural 
school systems, of every hundred students who begin grade school, 
fourteen complete sixth grade, and only six go on to graduate from 
high school. Since 1971 the government has introduced extensive 
classes in adult education in both urban and rural areas. There are eight 
universities in Bolivia, the oldest in Sucre, thr IPgal capital, founded in 
1624. 

Religion 
Roman Catholicism is the offitial religion of Bolivia. However. there 

is a religious freedom whiLh permits other forms of worship. Since the 
late 19SO's a religious revival has been taking place in Roman Cathol
icism and an effort is being made to strengthen the position of the 
Roman Catholic Church with the common man in Bolivia, Appro•i
mately two-thirds of the priests ~erving in Bolivia are foreigners. There 
are 33 Protestant groups working in Bolivia, among the largest of them 
the Adventists, the Friends, the AndPan Mission, the Baptists and the 
Methodist Church . 

The Bolivian Revolution 
In 1952 -the old feudal economic social organization set up by the 

panish conquerors in the colonial period was upset by a revolution 
which brought to power the Nationalist Revolutionary Movement 
(MNR). This was the second most significant social revolution in Lalin 
America. (The first was in Mexico) It brought an end to " white domi
nation" in Bolivia and gave thP lndran his rightful citizenship. A re
construction of Rolivian life was brought about by the nationalization of 
mines, land reform , and the institution of universal suffrage. The major 
challenges facing the Methodist Church m this situation are the agricul
tural coloniza tion projects, the working classes newly organized in 
unions, and the always potentially political unrversoty groups. 

Methodist History 
Methodist work in Bolivia was started under the late Bishop William 

Taylor on connection with his efforts to develop self-supporting school 
and church pro1ects among the Engli<h-speaking communities as bases 
from which efforts to reach the Laton people could be initiated. 

In 1901 the Rev. Carl G. Beutelspacher was appointed to La Paz as 
pastor, but was unable to remain in the altitude. In 1906 Bishop Thomas 
B. Neely made a new attempt to streng then the weak Bolivia Mission 
by appointing Francis M . Harrington to the La Paz charge and to the 
,uperrntendency of the Northern Di<trict of the Andes Conference 
which included five charges in Chile and three on Bolivia. In August, 
1906, a new constitutiona l guarantee of the rrght 10 public e~ercise of 
religion al leviated earlier handicaps to effective Proteslant missionary 
work. Harrington promptly organizf'd a Methodrst Episcopal church in 
La Paz, and opened the American Institute in that city. In 1916 the work 
in Bolivia was sepa rated from thP Chile Conf Prence, in \llhich it had the 
statu's of a district, and was orgari iLed as the Bolivia Mission Conference 
by Bishop William F. Oldham. Because of government restrictions , for 
many years the emphasis was placed on the educational institution< 
rather than on the development of Methodist churches and congrega
tions 

In November, 1969, the Annual Conference of Bolivia became the 
autonomous "Evangel ica l Methodist Church in Bolrvia " Morlomer Arias 
was elected its first bishop for a term of four years, and was re-elected 
in January, 1974. In January of 1976 he resigned. The Annual Assembly 
constituted a new structure which provided for more Aymara leadership 
and district participation and substituted a triumvirate of executive sec
retaries for the bishop. 

In the last four years the church has shown remarkable growth in 
Bolivia, especial ly among the Aymara and Quechua Indians. In 1975 
the menober<hip was approxi mately 4,500. 

The Church and the Social Revolution 
The Methodist Church has responded to the cha llenge of the social 

revolution in Bolivia by an ecumenica l working force made up of per
sonnel from the Methodist Church in Argentina, Uruguay, Japan , and 
the United States, with financial support from Lalin American countrie<, 
Switzerland, Jaran, Southeast Asia, and the United States. To meet the 
changing social conditions, the church has been experimenting with 
new type' of ministry such as group ministry in rapidly developing 
rural areas, in the preparation of a non-professional ministry that will 
not bP dPpendent upon the church for support. a ministry to the labor
ing class and an impact on society, and expeo iment with lay mission
aries (LAOS) to complement the personnel available. At the time of its 
autonomy it made a statement of its ca ll to witness in its "Manifesto to 
the Nation." 
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The American Strategy 
U .S. strategy was also congenia l 

to some of the M NR leaders. They 
saw this as a way of l in ing thei r 
pockets with the do ll ars w hich were 
soon to flow into the country. Paz 
Estensoro, the leader of the MNR 
and pres ident o f Bo li via during 
mu ch of thi s period , w as also inter
ested in coun teractin g left-w ing in
fluen ce. The M NR was no t a M arxist 
party as many Americans beli eved ; 
it was basica ll y midd le-class and 
petit-bourgeois. A t the t ime of the 
1952 revolution it had di stributed 
the land among the peasants and 
had nati onalized the mines only be
cause i t had been influenced by 
popul ar pressure and by pa rti es of 
a Marxist o rientation. Paz Estensoro 
was as interested as the U.S. gove rn 
ment in keep ing M arxists ou t of 
power. O ne of h is acts was to nego
tiate w ith the Vati can suppo rt fo r 
h is governm ent by invi tin g p ri es ts 
into the mines. Alth ough Roman 
Ca th o licism was the official religion 
of Bo liv ia and a popul ar folk Ca
tho licism was a part of the culture 
and superstition o f the miners, 
priests were considered a part o f the 
rep ressive establishment and w ere 
not welcome in the mines . The 
un ions were contro lled by M arxists. 
Th is act, however, backfired on Paz 
Estenso ro, fo r pr iests w ho had en
te red at the beginning only out of 
pastoral con cern soon became radi
ca lized by the oppression of the 
m iners that they saw all around 
them, and w hen later on the Marxist 
leaders we re j ai led or ex iled by the 
Banzer government they took up 
the banner of protest. 

In actual fact, U.S. strategy bore 
fruit. A reactionary, conservati ve 
class aligned with the U.S. did 
evo lve. It cam e about as a result of 
a cu rious combination of three fa c
to rs: First, a longstanding regional 
conflict between the cambas of the 
eastern lowlands of Santa Cruz and 
the kollas of the high mountain 
plai ns and vall eys. Second, the in
vestment o f the profits from the 
nationa lized mines in the economi c 
development of the Santa Cruz area. 
Third, a strategic U.S. poli cy of giv
ing loans to create a solid infras truc
tu re fo r Santa Cruz. 

Highlands and Lowlands 
Si nce the ea rly days of the colony 

the cambas of the eastern lowlands 

were d iffe rent fro m the kollas of the 
h ighlands. They were w hite, Spanish
speaki ng and in character easy-go in g 
and spontaneou s. The ko /las were 
of mixed Spanish and Indian heri
tage, descendents o f the ancient 
Ka ll a sector o f the Inca empire, 
somber and tac iturn in character. 
The government w as generally con
tro lled by the kollas from La Paz, 
the 12,000 feet high capital city. The 
cambas felt that they w ere dis
counted by the kol/as and left out 
of the mainstream o f Boli vian his
tory. It did not help when the MNR 
revolution o f 1952 was ca rri ed out 
by the despised kolla i ntel lecutal s. 
In their eyes all kollas w ere ignorant 
Indians and, after the land reform 
and the nationaliza tion of the tin 
mines, Communist. 

A decision w as made by the lead
ers of the MNR to invest the profits 
from the nationalized mines in the 
deve lopment of the eastern regions. 

The money that previously had 
flowed to the banks of London and 
New York and was invested in the 
development of Eu rope and Amer
ica stayed in the country and was 
poured back into the Santa Cruz 
economy. Santa Cruz became a 
booming frontier town, and its 
cattle ran chers, cotton growers, and 
sugar producers became prosperous 
and arrogant. They did not want 
their land divided w ith the peasants 
as had been done in the highlands 
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after the 1952 land reform . They did 
not want labor organizers to un
settle the minds of peons who eked 
out a subsistence wage cutting the 
sugar cane, picking the cotton , and 
herding their cattle, and so to dis
turb the neat pattern of dominance 
they had built up with government 
subsidy. They did not want the 
radical ideas of the students and 
workers from La Paz to upset the 
applecart in Santa Cruz. Banzer was 
their man ! By one of the strange 
ironies of Bolivian history the na
ti onalist deve lopment poli cies of the 
ko/las financed the rebellion of the 
cambas, their arch enemies! 

With an eye to buying time and 
creating a bourgeoisie sympatheti c 
to its interests, the U.S. gave loans 
to finance projects for linking the 
eastern region to the rest of the 
nation . The Cochabamba-Santa Cruz 
highway was finished with a $50 
million loan . With other loans sugar 
mill s were constructed , mechanical 
agricultural equipment was im
ported, oil wells were drilled, col
onization programs were supported, 
and the production, of cotton , rice, 
and sugar subsidized. 

Thus it was that a region whi ch 
previously had been off the main 
stream of Bolivian life became the 
economic base for a new social class 
opposed to change and aligned with 
the U.S. In August of 1971 the 
time was ripe for the new class of 
Santa Cruz cattlemen and generals 
to take power. The U.S. policy of 
buying time by working with a rad
ical but corrupt MNR finally paid 
off when Banzer defeated the 
workers and students in the streets 
of La Paz. The popular assembly 
was closed . Its leaders were either 
killed , jailed, or exiled. A new era 
of law and order had begun. • 
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A PRIE T FOREVER, by Carter Hey
ward. New York, 1976 : Harper & Row, 
139 page with Appendix and ote , 

6.95. 

t the sam time the hris tian chu rch 
deliver d its message of great individual 
worth to a young girl called Cart r Hey
ward, the d nominational structure--i t 
happen d to be th Episcopal Church
deni d her the process by which she 
could xpre that worth . 

art r H yward ince her girlhood 
wanted to be a priest of her church. In 
th is book, subtitled The Formation of a 
Woman and a Priest, he tells her per-
onal alva tion story. It is a thriller with 

su pen e, ri k, and commitment. It is a 
straightforward narrative with high 
points of r velation and introspection 
that endow it with the touches of good 
biography. 

The narrativ fo llow a little girl 
through her childhood fantasies of be
coming a priest to the poin t where she 
hallenges, with ten other women, the 

barrier d irected by the ame church 
against it female members. On July 29, 
1974, the Feast Day of Mary and Mar
tha of Bethany, eleven Episcopal women 
who were already deacons, were ad
mitted to the priesthood of their church 
by one resigned and two retired bish
ops. The Episcopal Church i still at
tempting to resolve the consequences. 

Through letters and interviews Hey
ward reveals the response her quest has 
tirred in those around her. There is no 

personal note of b itterness or anger in 
the book. She lets events take care of 
uch express ion. One of the clearest ex

ample of official reaction is to be found 
in the series of letters from the Bi hop 
of ew York who could not match his 
rhetoric of support with the dynamic 
a tion ne d . He praises and condemns 
alternately- abstains when the House 
of Bishops takes its first vote of record
and finally writes a letter to his Dio
cese (after Heyward has publicly cele
brated the Eucharist) in which he says 
both that the action "has set back the 
mi sion of the Church in this place, and 
has jeopardized some delicate ecumeni
cal relations" and that "there is great 
piritual power being raised up in our 

land and in our Church through the 
women's movement." 

The variety of other letters ably do 

the task of pres nting the many facets 
of support and oppo ition to the ordi
nation of women. They range from me
di val misconceptions about biology and 
s xuality to the contemporary shortage 
of clergy jobs. To som Protestants it 
may seem a tempe t in a t apot, but to 

atholics (Angli an and Roman ) , it is 
a grim contest, wi th some opposing wom-
n priests on the grounds of protect

ing the "all-male line of priests from 
th time of hrist to the pr sent" to 
others seeing the refusal as a violation 
of the understanding that God is the 
creator of equal creatures: male and fe. 
male. 

The opposition has been vi triolic in 
both word and deed-a male priest 
scratched Heyward's hand and cursed 
her as she administered communion to 
him in Riverside hurch on the anni
versary of her ordina tion. But this is 
balanced by the words of another An
glican priest (from anada where the 
vote to ordain women priests has been 
confirmed), "Thank you for removing 
the Ordination of Women to the Priest
hood from the realms of academic ex
ercises to that of reality. The Church's 
first reaction was pure panic; in time 
she will settle down and bring Canon 
law up to date." 

Heyward has made the record clear 
that the women did follow all church 
procedures and pass all tests, the same 
as those required of the men. Mean
while, four other Episcopal women have 
been ordained and the Anglican Bishop 
of Hong Kong has ordained three. 

The women have determined to ex
ercise their priesthood and their sup
porters, male and female are taking 
the request once again to the Episcopal 

hurch's General Convention this Sep
tember. 

Meanwhile, the church has brought 
to trial for disobedience those clergymen 
opening their parish altars to the wom
en for celebration. It has rebuked the 
bishops who ordained them-after long 
delay-but it has not dealt with the 
women priests officially except to repri
mand them. There is no Episcopal 
Canon against ordaining women, but 
there is still no official sanction and sup
port of its women as priests and leaders 
by the Episcopal Church. 

B E TTY GRA Y 

Betty Gray, associate editor of response, 
is former editor of the Episcopal ew 
Yorker, and a founder of the Episcopal 
W omen's Caucus. 

STRATEGIES FOR NEW CHURCHES, 
by Ezra Earl Jones. New York, 1976; 
Harper & Row; 176 pages; $7.95 

\Vhenever ministers get together and 
begin swapping stories about "appoint
ments I have been given", it's interest
ing how many tell a tale about the time 

the bishop sent them to serve a "new 
church" which turned out to be a va
cant lot. The complete instructions they 
carri d into the assignment-the story 
says-went som thing like: "There's the 
ground. Now build a chu rch and fi ll it 
with peopl ." 

Although the tory may be more min
is terial folklore than fact, the "sinking 
feeling" it conveys has undoubtedly 
been a part of the experiences of more 
than a few pastors who have become in
volved in "new church development" 
only to discover their course uncharted . 
But now a map has been drawn. In a 
book en titl ed "Strategies for ew 
Churches", Dr. Ezra Earl Jones tells the 
why, when, where-and extensively the 
how-of new church development. His 
book fill s a remarkable void of infor
ma tion which has existed since the mad
ly expansive church building boom of 
the 50's. 

Half of the book is "nuts and bolts" 
-a field manual which begins with 
details of how to decide if a new church 
is needed and proceeds step by step 
through construction, organization and 
fin ancing. But seemingly as important of 
the chronological check-list it provides, 
are the hints and tips it drops along 
the way: Don't t1y to save money by 
letting a building contractor rather than 
an architect design the bui lding. If you 
can't a fford to build the en tire church 
plant all at once, the sanctuary is usual
ly not the bes t place to stait. 

Yet the book is more than a "field 
manual". It's worth the read ing ti me 
of even those persons who are not im
mediately involved in new church de
velopment. Dr. Jones, who was former
ly Associate Director of Research fo r 
the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries and who now serves in the 
den mination's General Council on Min
is tries, does not neglect the philosophical 
and theological aspects of development 
as he presents the mechanics. 

He also does not neglect the fact that 
to many persons in the church "new 
church development" has become a dirty 
word tied to mistakes of a decade ago 
when "billions of dollars were spent on 
buildings, some of which have turned 
churches into mere debt-paying so
cieties." He likewise acknowledges that 
links of new church development with 
racism in the past have sometimes been 
accurate as the church has concentrated 
building in white, affiuent suburbs to 
the neglect of urban areas and minority 
communities. 

He is quick to point out, however, that 
these failures are not sufficient to indict 
all new chu rch development as invalid . 
He says new church development "will 
continue to be needed as long as new 
communities are established ." He stresses 
that those new communities are drawn 
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geographically, but also are designated 
b the trends of our society-such as 
movement to and from cities, social and 
ethnic groupings, and changes in life
styl s. 

Beneath his philosophy and theology 
a plea seems to run through the book 
for the church to be prepared and edu
cated to grow; That it learn from the 
mi takes of the past, but not allow those 
mistakes to stagnate its future . 

He ends with a quotation from 
Georgia Harkness: "The mainstream of 
the church's life goes on in the parish 
church and local congregation. Were 
this to be abandoned, it is doubtful that 
much else would survive." 

Buo HERRON 

Bud Herron is Associate Editor of the 
Texas Methodist / United Methodist Re
porter, based in Dallas, Texas. 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE NEW 
CHINA, South Pasadena, California, 
1976: 432 pages, Ecclesia Publica
tions, paperback, $7 .95. 

This compact, attractive volume is a 
reprint of the two study papers pre
sented at two important ecumenical 
events ( Bastad, Sweden and Lou vain, 
Belgium ) on the People's Republic of 
China sponsored jointly by Pro Mundi 
Vita and the Lutheran World Federation 
in 1974. 

This publication represents the germi
nal thinking of many European, North 
American, and East Asian Roman Cath
olic and Protestant churchmen and 
other scholars. 

For a continual reflection on "The 
Theological Implications of the New 
China" and the relationship between 
"Christian Faith and the Chinese Expe
rience," these papers constitute the nec
essary groundwork which future Chris
tian thinkers must inevitably cover. In 
a broader sense the questions raised in 
this volume are fundamental questions 
of faith and culture. 

The book may be ordered from the 
William Carey Library, 533 Hermosa 
Street, South Pasadena, California 
91030. 

FRANKLIN J. w 00 

Mr. Woo, a former United Presbyterian 
fraternal worker, is the new director of 
the China Program of the National 
Council of Churches. 

l~etters 

TIMELY ARTICLES 
I am writing to express my deep apprecia

tion for the New World Outlook. I am finding 
the articles you publish to be timely and 

helpful in providing me with a view of the 
rest of the world that I need . Part of my prob
lem has to do with becoming more focused 
on less general issues and sometimes neglect a 
viewpoint of the world that is available 
through newspapers and other resources. 

I am also appreciative that the Commis
sion on Chaplains makes this available to me. 
When I finish reading it , I usually give it to 
the professional library in the hopes that other 
people there may discover the same resource 
that I have found in this publication . 

I have often felt that people in specialized 
ministry such as mine own both need this 
kind of thing and really ought to be pro
viding some contribution to this as well. I 
believe this is so simply because many of 
us do have a viewpoint that is not ordinarily 
shared with the local church. 

PAUL H. KAPP, Chaplain 
West Central Georgia Regional Hospital 
Columbus, Georgia 

STARVATION IN AMERICA? 

This is in answer to the article "Domestic 
Hunger, Is the System Responsible?" in the 
February issue. 

The charge that we have hunger in the 
United States and that people are dying of 
starva tion is a serious one. The further charge, 
raised in the form of a question, a lleges that 
something is seriously wrong with the Ameri
can political and economic system-something 
that defeats all efforts to eliminate hunger. 
Both charges should not be li ghtly made and 
should not be made at all unless supported 
by facts and figures. After a careful study of 
the article I concluded the author, Elaine 
Magalis, failed miserably to support her state
ments with facts or figures. She tried to show 
hunger by stating we had 19.l million people on 
Federal Food Stamp programs. I might add we 
have thousands more people on Federal, State, 
County, City, Town and Village Welfare and 
Relief programs. We have people living on 
Social Security payments. Private organiza
tions: the Red Cross, Y.M.C.A., Meals on 
Wheels, church organizations and individuals 
quietly and without expectation of reward give 
freely of their time and worldly goods pro
viding for those who cannot support them
selves . After insuring that we do not have a 
hunger problem here we st ill send millions in 
cash and food to those foreign countries where 
people are living on a starvation level. Star
vation on a wholesale level in the United States 
has not been nor is it one of our cardinal 
sins. 

After finding that the author failed to supply 
facts and figures to support her major point 
that we have domestic hunger I was shocked 
to find she failed to supply any facts and 
figures. The two Consultations on Domestic 
Hunger were highly emotional in nature, 
charges and statements were made but no 
facts or figures were given to support the 
proposition that the System is responsible for 
domestic hunger. The Green Lake Consulta
tion unanimously adopted a statement charg
ing that Capitalism and Christian values are 
contradictory. The Bible does not declare that 
Capitalism is contrary to Christian principles. 
I do say it is contrary to Christian principles 
to misuse government funds and food pro
grams by enrolling everyone, regardless of 
need, for the purpose of breaking down the 
economic system. The Green Lake Consulta
tion proposed to destroy the system without 
having something better to offer. 

The "differing viewpoints" do nothing to 
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support the proposition that our system is re
sponsible for the so-called domestic hunger. 

The black social worker had to say some
thing dramatic, so he called the economic and 
political system a "ripping off." "It is to the 
advantage of our country to have hunger. . .. 
We ha"'.e been educated ; we are exposed to 
good clothes; we like to fly . That calls for 
money. And in order to get money we have 
to get it out of someone's hide." He was not 
talking about the cause and cure for the so 
called domestic hunger issue. The fact is we 
educate our people, furnish them with fine 
homes and jobs, clothes, income, retirement, 
health and unemployment benefits second to 
none in the world. Is that a "ripping off" or 
taking something out of someone's hide? 

Bill Moyer does not mention domestic hun
ger. He does suggest we examine the Swedish 
Welfare State System because it has certain 
advantages our system does not have. I sug
gest he tries living under that system for a 
few years before he recommends it to us. 
He will appreciate the free medical services, 
public ownership of key industries and trans
portation. He may not appreciate seeing 40% 
or more of his wages going out for taxes and 
welfare costs. If he takes a job he might 
not appreciate the fact that like 80% of the 
wage earners he will be required to join a 
Union and have that organization dictate what 
he is to receive by way of wages, hours of 
work, fringe benefits and working conditions. 
If he goes into business he will find that the 
Corporations pay 50% of their net income in 
taxes and that the state imposes an additional 
tax on all stock dividends. Yes, Sweden has 
something to offer, but at a price. 

The National Hunger Consultation in Okla
homa City was attended by the leading ex
perts on hunger and must have been some
thing. 

Take this statement: Rev. C. Dean Freuden
berger, leading expert on hunger: "We must 
recognize clearly that our whole economy is 
based upon the military-industrial complex, 
and grain sales to nations unable to produce 
enough food for themselves. . . . America's 
new dimension of power is in the combination 
of her military might on the one hand and 
ability to control the flow of food and feed 
grains on a global basis on the other. Cod help 
us if we have to reap what we sow." Mr. 
Freudenberger must have stayed up all night 
in order to think that one up. 

The Rev. Ignacio Castuera, Director of All 
Nation's Foundation in Los Angeles, said 
bluntly that: "it is necessary to name the 
demon (of hunger) by it's name, capitalism. 
We cannot attack hunger unless we attack 
tl1e demon.'' 

Those are supposed to be responsible 
Churchmen making statements about an eco
nomic and political system which does not 
have a hunger problem, which provides for 
all within it's borders and which still has 
enough left to send millions of dollars in cash, 
food, clothes and medicine to the starving 
people of the world. 

I endorse Elaine Magalis's closing statement. 
"All systems are under the judgment of God." 
We should thank him for giving us the op
portunity to live under the best working Po
litical and Economic System the world has 
ever known. Let us strive to improve it, and 
pledge ourselves to defend it from those who 
would tear it down when they have nothing 
better to replace it with. 

EVERETT A. STECKER 

Rotonda West, Florida 
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00000 000000 ~~1 000 
CHURCHES RESPOND TO 
TETON DAM DISASTER 

An Interfaith Disaster Committee has 
been formed with headquarters at Idaho 
Falls and about $2,000 has been sent 
to the Idaho Council of Churches by 
Church World Service in response to the 
Idaho Falls dam break which according 
to surveys has affected more than 1,000 
families. However, the population of the 
area is heavily Mormon, which is not 
represented on the Disaster Committee. 
Several experienced disaster people have 
been in the Idaho Falls area, including 
Rod Trout, of Xenia, Ohio. 

Church World Service has placed on 
assignment, if and when needed, Miller . 
Davis, of the Church of the Brethren, 
Elvin Frantz, of the staff of CROP, and 
the Rev. Nelson R. Reppert, a United 
Methodist pastor in Corning, New York, 
all of whom have served previously as 
CWS disaster resource persons. 

PATRICK AND KELLEY DEBATE 
IS " DEPROCRAMMINC" RICHT? 

Is deprogramming a beneficial tech
nique that brings people out of a hyp
notic trance and gets them to think for 
themselves? Or is it an exercise of co
ercion on people that seeks to forcibly 
change their beliefs? 

It depends on whom 
you ask. Ted Patrick, 
the controversial depro
grammer of young 
mem hers of religious 
cults, sees it as a boon. 
But the Rev. Dean Kel
ley, director of civil and 
religious liberties of the 
National Council of 
Churches, feels it is an RNS Photo 

evil. Rev. Dean Kelley 

Both men gave their views on the 
subject in separate interviews with Re
ligious News Service. 

Mr. Patrick was highly critical of the 
NCC for having passed a resolution 
criticizing deprogramming in 1974 with
out having interviewed him. "The least 
they could do is to get my side of the 
story or the side of the people who have 
been deprogrammed." 

But Mr. Kelley asserted it was not 
necessary to get direct input from a 

RNS Photo 

AFTERMATH OF FLOOD IN IDAHO 
REXBURG, Idaho-This grim scene in Rexburg, Idaho, was repeated several 

thousand times as waters recorded in communities struck by a fl.ood caused when the 
Teton Dam burst on June 5. Houses were smashed or floated away, and those homes 
that remained anchored were left with little usable furniture because of mud pileups. 
Here Sherrel Forsgren scoops mud from his front yard while at front door his mother, 
Mrs. Clarence Hill, attempts to clear the rubble. At least six persons died and 30,000 
persons were le~ homeless by the flood . 

deprogrammer in order to make a judg
ment on the subject. He reported, "We 
had talked to various people who had 
been in these groups and had dropped 
out, some of their own volition, some 
after being deprogrammed. We also 
talked to some who were still in the 
groups ." 

Mr. Patrick challenged the NCC to 
join with other ecumenical agencies in 
setting up a panel to investigate his ac
tivities. He promised to answer any 
questions on the subject, and added, 
"I can even do a deprogramming in 
front of the panel." 

In Mr. Kelley's view, however, the 
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RN S Photo 

DEPROCRAMMER AT WORK 
Ted Patrick "deprograms" a young mem

ber of a religious sect at the request of 
her parents. He describes his controversial 
activ ities in his book, Let Our Children Go!, 
published by E . P. Dutton. 

Responding to the crUicism that his 
methods are similar to those of the groups 
he opposes, Mr. Patrick says: "I do not 
brainwash. I ask quest ions, basically, and 
I try to show the victim how he has been 
deceived. Whereas, in the cult indoctri
nation, everything possible is done to pre
vent the person from thinking, in depro
gramming I do everything I know how to 
start him thinking." 

performance of a dep rogramming before 
a panel would be "obscene." He said, 
"It's kind of like a circus lion tamer of
fering to perform a performance on 
command." 

Advance Order! 

The National Council official described 
deprogramming as "an exercise of co
ercion on another human being to get 
him to change his beliefs." He also com
pared it to a bear-baiting. 

Denying that he uses improper meth
ods in his dep rogramming sessions, Mr. 
Patrick emphasized, "I welcome anyone 
in on my dep rogramming. If I was doing 
something wrong, I wouldn't invite The 
New York Times to come in and do a 
report about it. I wouldn't invite CBS 
to do a special about it." 

According to the deprogrammer, there 
are more than 5,000 cults in the United 
States, with more than 3 million young 
people in their ranks. He said they use 
a form of "on-the-spot hypnosis" involv
ing the exercise of "mental energy" in 
exerting total control over their mem
bers. 

Mr. Kelley maintained that the youth
ful members of the cults that Mr. Pat
rick opposes "are no more captive than 
you or me and his ( Patrick's) insistence 
that they are just lends an aura of un
reality to everything he says." 

In its resolution on deprogramming, 
the NCC Governing Board declared that 
it was "mindful of the intense anguish 
which can motivate parents at the de-

fection of their offspring from the fam
ily faith," but concluded that "it does 
not justify forcible abduction." 

Mr. Patrick has abducted several 
young people from such cults as the 
Children . of God and the Unification 
Church with the assistance of their par
ents. As a result, he has been involved 
in several court cases, some of which 
are still pending. 

Responding to the charge that his 
methods in deprogramming sometimes 
seem to be extreme, Mr. Patrick said, 
"If your child is drowning and you 
throw out a hook to him, it may be 
painful then as he is being hooked, but 
it will save him in the end." 

He maintained that his methods are 
different from those used by the sects 
because "my technique is to get a per
son to think." The deprogrammer ex
plained, "I've got to give a person in de
programming something that will help 
them and bring them out of their hyp
notic trance." 

Mr. Kelley said that although the 
NCC staff had interviewed persons who 
had been deprogrammed and who 
spoke positively about the experience, 
"that doesn't mean we take it at face 
value. A person who has been under 

THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, 
YES! Please reserve my copies of THE BOOK OF 
DISCIPLINE, 1976 now! I understand that my books 
will be mailed to me as soon as they are off the press. 
(October, 1976, is delivery date.) 
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1976 
*All the actions and 
legislation of the 1976 
General Conference 

*Articles of Religion 

*Constitution of The 
United Methodist 
Church 

*General Rules and 
Laws concerning the 
ministry, church property, 
administrative order, and more! 

Order your copies today! 

SEND TO-------------
ADDRESS ----- ---------
CITY STATE ZIP __ _ 
D Charge to Cokesbury Acct. No. 
CHARGE TO ___________ ~ 

ADDRESS --------------
CITY TATE ZIP __ _ 
ORDERED BY ------------
0 Payment enclosed with this order. 

Send __ copies of THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, 
1976 (a $6.95 each for 1-5 copies; $5.95 each for 6 or 
more copies. 
Sub-Total:$ + Postage: ___ _ 

GRAND TOTAL: _____ _ 
Cash Orders: Add 45\l postage and handling for each 
book. Add tax where applicable. Enclose check or 
money order for correct amount. 
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postage or transportation costs will be added to your 
account. 

Price subject to change. 
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dmess to abnegate what he has previ
ously believed will speak with an ele
ment of self-justification about the ex
perience." 

The NCC official felt that Mr. Patrick 
had misconstrued what the agency was 
seeking to do in conducting research for 
the 1974 statement. "We were not out 
to ga ther an exhaustive collection of 
data about something which we viewed 
by definition as heinous," he said. 

Mr. Patrick was also critical of clergy 
in organized Churches, asserting that 
they have failed to denounce the sects 
he opposes because "they are afraid of 
hot issues." 

He stressed that his goal is to win 
enough support from Churches that they 
will oppose the cults and warn their 
members against them. 'Tm working to 
eliminate a need for Ted Patrick," he 
said. ( RNS) 

KOREAN PASTORS REARRESTED ; 
WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN 

After less than six months of freedom, 
the Rev. Park Hyung-Kyu and the Rev. 
Kwon Ho-Kyung were rearrested in 
Seoul early in the morning on June 5. 
Police, displaying no search warrant, 
thoroughly searched the pastors' homes 
and church for books and documents re
lated to Marxism. 

The arrests may stem from work the 
two pastors had been doing on behalf 
of other jailed Christians. On May 25 
and 27 four members of the Seoul 
Meh·opolitan Christian Organization 
were arrested and charged with violat
ing the anti-communist law. Although 
police findings show that the lives of 
the four bear no relation to the case 
police were investigating, the members 
were not released. 

The arrest of the two pastors, so re
cently released from ROK jails, came 
only two days after the U.S. Congress 
defeated the Fraser Amendment to the 
foreign military aid bill. The amend
ment provided for a reduction in U.S. 
military aid to south Korea because of 
recent violations of human rights there. 
Defeat of this amendment has given the 
Park government new confidence in 
American support of its policies, Korean 
Christians fear. 

COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM HITS 
RAND CORPORATION REPORT 

A Rand Corporation study, suggest
ing that some alcoholics can learn to 
drink again in moderation, has aroused 
strong criticism from the National Coun
cil on Alcoholism and other agencies. 

John K. Maciver, council president, 
said the report was a "cruel hoax" which 
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STAMP TO HONOR HEROIC NURSE 
A commemorative stamp honoring Clara 

Maass, a Lutheran nurse who gave her life 
performing yellow fever research in Cuba, 
will be issued Aug. 18 in Belleville, N.]. , 
site of the Clara Maass Memorial Hospital. 
The design of the 13-cent stamp was un
veiled in Atlantic City at the annual con
vention of the American Nurses' Associa
tion. 

A native of East Orange, N.]., Miss 
Maass was a U.S . Army nurse and worked 
in Cuba where experiments on yellow fever 
and malaria were being conducted by a 
team which included Major Walter Reed 
and Major William C. Gorgas. She volun
teered to take part in the experiments with 
a stegomyia mosquito, the suspected yel
low fever carrier. She was bitten twice by 
the mosquito and died 10 days following 
the second bite. She died in August 1901 
at the age of 25. 

showed that a "small group, under cer
tain conditions, has been able to re
turn to drinking, but it is a preliminary 
study, too vague and not viable." 

Dr. Luther A. Cloud, vice-chairman 
of the council's board, said the study 
was "not a scientific study, it had not 
been submitted for peer review," and 
that the findings were contrary to the 
current accepted stand that reformed 
alcoholics must abstain in order to con
trol the disease. 

The recently released study by the 
Rand Corporation of Santa Monica, 
Calif., was sponsored by the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol
ism ( IAA ) of the U.S. Public Health 
Service. 

The report was based on interviews 
with more than 1,000 persons who had 
begun treatment for alcoholism 18 
months earlier at one of 44 treatment 
centers in the U.S. operated by the 
NIAA. 

AROUND THE WORLD TOURS 
Return by 

HOLY LAND OR RUSSIA 
26th annual wo rld tour, complete sight
seei ng, Conferences with Heads of State, 
Ambassadors, Editors, Missionaries and 
pea sa nts. 13 exotic countri es of Asia and 
eastern Eu rope-see th e HOLY LAND, 
Hawaii, Republi c of China, Japa n, Hong 
Kong, Thai land, Ind ia, Nepa l, Greece, 
Austria and Hunga ry, etc. Optiona l re
turn via Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and 
RUSSIA. Jul y 8th departure. 5 wonderful 
weeks. Write for brochure. 

BRYAN WORLD TOURS 
1880-D-Gage Blvd., Topeka, Kansas 66604 

$2 
$5 

$10 
$20 250 

$100 = 200,000 
The Advance can multiply your 
gifts in amazing ways: $2 feeds 
20 children for two weeks in a 
Brazilian orphanage. $5 brings 
$15 in government funds to help 
retarded children in Florida. $10 
sends 500 packets of seed to 
farmers being taught new 
methods in Haiti. $20 buys 250 
pounds of high-protein soy 
supplement to help feed hungry 
people. $100 provides 200,000 
cups of milk for undernourished 
children. 
These are but a few of the 
thousands of Christ-centered 
people-serving ministries sup
ported through the General Ad
vance program of the United 
Methodist Church. Every cent of 
every dollar given ·goes directly to 
the project you select. 

For more information on how 
The Advance "adds up" write: 

Theldrn:e,111.131& 
475 RiYtrside Dr., 
Mew York, N.Y. 10027 
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The 
amazing 
story of 
Kimbangu 

Simon Kimbangu was an unas
sumin g C hri sti a n con vert who 
preached and healed the sick in the 
Belgian Congo . . . until he was 
arrested and consigned to prision 
fo r the last 30 years of his life. His 
fame, however, was already estab
lished among his followers and now 
the full y recognized Kimbanguist 
C hurch has nea rl y four million 
adherents. 

Here, with the aid of previously 
unconsulted Kimbangui st docu
ments, Protestant mission sources 
and secret colonial documents, the 
full story of Kimbangu and hi s 
church is told. Jt is a fascinating 
and authoritative account that will 
appeal to all who are interested in 
the development of the Christian 
church in the Third World. 

Kimbangu 
An African Prophet 

By Marie-Louise Martin 
0-8028-3483-3 Cloth 224 pages 

$8.95 

449 I"'°' WM. B. EERDMANS - I\~ PUBLISHING co. 
255 JEFFERSON AVE SE G RANO RAPID S MICH 49502 

Of some 68 per cerit who were found 
to be no longer drinking abusively, only 
about 25 per cent were totally absti
nent. The rest were found to be con-
uming alcohol at what was considered 

a "normal level." 
uthors of the report- Dr. David J. 

Armor and Dr. H arriet B. Stambul , 
psychologists, and Dr. J. Michael Polich, 
a sociologist-said the study findin gs 
were not conclusive but the implications 
warranted further research and a new 
look at alcoholism treatment programs. 

Their main suggestions was that a 
more "flexible" goal than total absti
nence be sought to control alcoholism. 

Dr. Morris Chafetz, former director 
of the NIAA, said in a New York Times 
reports that the current "rigid, stereo
typic" thinking about treating alcohol
i m might be self-defea ting. He said the 
thought of giving up alcohol altogether 
in today's "drinking society" may pre
vent alcoholics from seeking treatment. 
Also, recovering alcoholics who take the 
fo rbidden "first drink" may, through the 
fea r of failure to abstain, revert to a 
"drinking binge," he said . 

Other alcoholism experts, however, 
strongly warned that the Rand findin gs 
were inconclusive and that other current 
studies have reaffirmed the traditional 
stand that an alcoholic may never safe
ly resume the use of alcohol in any form. 

Dr. Nicholas A. Pace, president of 
the ational Council on Alcoholism's af
fil iate, said, "A person cannot go back 
to controlled drinking when he has the 
disease of alcoholi sm. I t's just not pos
sible." He expressed fea r that the Rand 
report would cause many recovering al
coholics to "try to drink again ." 

Dr. Marvin A. Block, an alcoholism 
expert who helped persuade the Amer
ican Medical Association to declare al
coholism a disease, said the Rand study 
will p rompt "people who can't go back 
to drinking, to try it, just because a few 
have done it ." ( R S ) 

CIVIL RIGHTS OF HOMOSEXUALS 
UPHELD BY UCC CONFERENCE 

The Ohio Conference of the United 
Church of Christ has vo ted to protect 
the civil rights of homosexuals, but re
frained from advocating that gays be al
lowed to become members or ministers 
in the conference. 

Delegates representing 190,000 Ohio 
church members in 550 congregations 
also rejected a substitute resolution 
which declared that "homosexual acts 
and lifestyles are not appropriate for 
Chri stians." 

The conference approved a resolution 
supporting the civil rights of homosex-
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uals, but delegate deleted a para
graph which would have opened the 
door fo r avowed homosexuals to be
come members of the church and its 
ordained ministry. 

The deleted paragraph was replaced 
by a call upon the churches to study 
the moral and theological implications 
of all sexual preferences, including 
homosexuality, and to coopera te with 
a study on hu man sexuality now under
way in the United Church of Christ. 

The substitute resolution which was 
rejected said that "persons who choose 
to engage in homosexual activities that 
are offensive to others have no inherent 
right to expect that others are pro
hibited from expressing disapproval." 

"Christian love fo r God and our 
neighbor in God impels us to cherish 
the life and liberty of all men and wom
en," and churches have a long tradition 
of concern fo r human justice and civil 
liberties , the conference held in reject
ing the motion. 

Meanwhile, in Great Britain, over 700 
delega tes attended a three day confer
ence in Southampton organized by the 
Campaign for Homosexual Equality. 
During the conference members of the 
E lim Pentecostal Church stood outside 
the hall distributing leafl ets describing 
homosexual practices as "an abomina
tion to God" and offering counseling to 
those worried by their homosexuality. 

An evangelical pastor, the Rev. D avid 
Fountain, threatened the ci ty with "the 
wrath of God aga inst Sodom and Go
morrah." But some other churchmen 
favor cl sympathetic understanding. 

One delegate who spoke at Southamp
ton was form er U.S. Air Force sergeant, 
Leonard Matlovich, 32, who said, "They 
gave me medals for killing men and a 
dishonorabl e discharge for loving one." 

GREECE'S MOUNT ATHOS 
STILL " FOR MEN ONLY" 

( R S ) 

vVorn en and female animals still can't 
go to Mount Athos. The Greek parlia
ment has rejected legislation which 
called fo r "equality of men and women 
in ~ fount Athos, in accordance with the 
constitution." 

Mount Athos is a 900-year-old self
governing group of Eastern Orthodox 
monas teries. The Greek government 
;.irged rejection of the bill on grounds 
it would violate agreements between 
Greece and Mount Athos. 

"It will not kill them (women) if they 
are not allowed to go to fount Athos . 
After all , we are no t allowed into wom
en's saunas and beauty parlor ," said one 
deputy opposed to the measure. 
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DR. GERMANY DISAPPOINTED 
AT WITHDRAWAL OF CIA BILL 

Dr. harl es H. errnany, an a si tant 
general sc retar of the World Division 
of the UM Board of Global !inistries, 
has expr ssed disappointment at the 
withdrawal of a bill that would have 
barred the Central Intelligen e Agency 
( IA ) from using missionaries for in
tellirrenc pu11Joses under any ci rcum 
stances. 

Commenting on the decision of Sen. 
Mark Hatfi ld ( R-Ore.) to withdraw the 
measure, Dr. Germany said, "One would 
have hoped for more from Sen. Hatfield 
\vith the sensitivity he ha shown on the 
issue." The legislator decided not to 
proceed with the bill after being as
sured by IA director George Bush that 
the agency would not initiate any in
tell igence arrangements with American 
missionaries and clergy abroad. 

Dr. G rrnany pointed out that the 
IA has not restricted its contacts with 

mission workei·s on furlough in the 
United States. 

Dr. Germany maintained that for a 
missionary to be interviewed by the . 
CIA whi le in this coun try "would he 
just as destructive of the relationship of 
the missionary and the Church and com
munity he or she is serving overseas as 
if the contact were made there." 

Under the new CIA regulations, the 
agency is prohibited from establishing 
any "secret, paid or unpaid contractual 
relationship with any American clergy
man or missionary." 

But the policy also states that "if, in 
the determination of a senior Agency 
official, such individuals might possess 
important foreign intelligence informa
tion, the Agency might initiate contact 
so as to afford an opportunity for chan
neling this information to the govern
ment. Such initiatives, however, shall 
not be taken abroad." 

Last year, the UM Board of Global 
~ Iinish·ies informed its mission workers 
that any of them knowingly cooperating 
with the CIA would face possible dis
missal. That policy was reaffinned at 
the Church's General Conference in 
Portland, Oregon, last Spring. 

A legislative assistant to Senator Hat
field told " ewscope'', a weekly United 
Methodist paper, that the proposed 
legislation had no chance of passage. 

S.A. METHODIST LEADER 
DENIED VISA TO NAMIBIA 

President Abel Hendricks of the Meth
odist Church of Southern Africa has 
been denied government permission to 
visit amibia (South-West Africa). 

The R v. Denis M' rystal, superin
tend nt of mem bers of the denomina
tion in amibia , said repeated applica
tions for permiss ion for the visit, planned 
for July 10-19, were turned down . 

am ibia is administered by South 
fri ca on the basis of a League of Na

tions mandate declared invalid now by 
the U . . 

President Hendricks is the first black 
to lead South African Methodists . 

( R S) 

WORLD COUNCIL CONDEMNS 
SOUTH AFRICA " MASSACRE" 

The World Council of Churches, in a 
ringing condemnation of the white su
premacist government of South Africa, 

ha~ demanded that the government stop 
using "armed police repression" to stiAe 
"legitimate ( black) African protests," 
and to take immediate steps to meet 
"the just demands of black people." 

The \VC statement came as rioting 
conti nued for the third day in the black 
township of Soweto outside Johannes-

Hand-colm·ed phologrnph 
o f you r chu rch or a ny 
scene on pretty 10 1'4 .inch · 
gold-rim plates. Order. 
filJed for one clozen or 
mo1·e plates. Also ch urch 
n o t e papel' in quantity. 
Wl'i te for free info1·ma· 
t.ion. DEPT. \VO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox , Virginia 24522 

Giveachild 
your hand 

This Ethiopian youngster is learning to 
walk again . He is one of 150 children -
many of them polio victims - ca red 
for w ith Christian concern at the 
Cheshire House for Ph ys ica lly 
Handica pped Ch ildren 
in Addi s Ababa . 

A child 's stay at Cheshire House 
averages six months with six to 
ten admissions and discharges 
a month. In addition to therapy, 
the children recei ve elemen
tary schooling and hand icraft 
instructi on . 

Your gift to this UMCOR 
child support project 
could make possible the 
treatment of more 
hand icapped children. 

Send your gift today. 
Help a child walk again. 
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UNGE 
A KILLER! 

Yes. a killer of many people 
around the world and in 
America! How can the 
thousands of well-fed Christians 
in the United States respond to 
the cries of a hungry world? 

by 
paul m. minus. jr. 
c. dean freudenberger 

with 
commitment to action 
based upon knowledge ·Of 
causes and possible cures ... 
grounded in biblical wis
dom ... . 

Sound analysis for understand
ing the hunger problem 
Helpful guidelines for becoming · 
part of the solution 

The authors offer no pat answers. 
A world without hunger will re
quire sacrifice and change. Yet 
there is hope if Christians re
spond now. We can have a 
world under God with liberty, 
justice, and bread for all. 

Chocked full of specific sugges
tions from local churches, plus 
resources for study and action, 
here is valuable help for your
self and your church . 
Paperback-$2.50 

Published by Abingdon Press 
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burg, with the rioters, mostly high
school students and young people, vent
ing their rage at government buildings 
and vehicles. 

The bloody uprising in the 35-square
mile black enclave grew out of the po
lice response to a demonstration of some 
10,000 black students protesting a gov
ernment regulation requiring the use of 
Afrikaans as the language of instruc
tion for some subjects in Soweto's 
schools. ( Afrikaans is the language of 
the Boer settlers responsible for the 
white-minority government's apartheid 
policy of racial segregation and repres
sions ). 

The death toll continued to mount as 
more than 1,000 police reinforcements , 
armed with rifles and Sten guns, moved 
into the streets of the sprawling town
ship. (Police said at least 56 blacks and 
two whites were killed and 783 blacks 
and five whites were injured.) 

The WCC statement, which described 
the Soweto affair as a "massacre", was 
signed by Dr. Alan A. Brash, acting gen
eral secretary. The Council's general 
secretary, Dr. Philip A. Potter, is on va
cation . 

"The Soweto massacre . . . took a 
new and escalating toll of human life 
in South Africa," said the sta tement. "As 
in 1960 at Sharpeville, the South African 
police have responded to legitimate pro
test with ruthless, repressive actions." 
(At Sharpeville on March 21, 1960, po
lice killed 72 blacks and wounded over 
180. The blacks were protesting pass
book (identification) laws that severely 
reshicted their movements.) 

"As a result," the WCC statement con
tinued, "hundreds of Africans have been 
killed and wounded in Soweto and other 
( black) townships surrounding Johan
nesburg. Previously this would have 
cowed blacks into submission. Now the 
protests spread in proportion to am1ed 
police efforts to contain them. 

"The World Council of Churches is 
grieved by· tliis tragedy and urges im
mediate action to reverse this course 
of events. South African authorities 
should cease their attempts to dominate 
these protests by force and take im
mediate steps to meet the just demands 
of black people." 

While calling for rescinding of the 
order imposing Afrikaans as the lan
guage of instruction, the wee said the 
basic issue was "the whole Bantu system 
of education imposed on Africans in 
1953 by the white South African gov
ernment." 

The "inferior" education imposed by 
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this system, it said, "is designed to deny 
blacks any role in society other than 
that of worker and servant,'' and bolster 
the government's apartheid (separate 
development) policies. ( RNS ) 

CANADIAN PARLIAMENT VOTES 
TO ABOLISH DEATH PENAL TY 

Members of Canada's Parliament 
voted, 133 to 125, in favor of abolishing 
capital punishment after weeks of emo
tional debate. 

It was a "free" vote, with each M.P. 
voting according to his own views or 
his constituents' wishes. Party loyalties 
and disciplines were not involved. 

Immediately after they heard the re
sult of the ballot, 143 Ontario police 
chiefs, meeting in Toronto, voted 140 to 
3 to demand the resignation of the Tru
deau government. They greeted the 
news of the parliamentary vote with 
hisses and boos. 

Although finishing touches must be 
made in the bill before it can become 
law, its passage in Parliament was a vir
tual reprieve for 11 men who were fac
ing the hangman's noose in condemned 
cells across Canada. "Third reading" of 
the bill-final approval-is expected 
shortly. 

Current legislation provides the death 
penalty only for slayers of on-duty po
licemen or prison guards. In fact, be
cause of federal cabinet reprieves, no 
one has been executed in Canada since 
1962. 

The new legislation provides a man
datory 25-year sentence for all premedi
tated murders, murderers of police and 
prison guards, and for those who kill 
during a kidnapping, rape, or hijacking. 
There would be no parole consideration 
for at least 15 years. 

The vote followed by a few days an 
impassioned plea from Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau for abolition. His 
speech was credited with swinging key 
votes in the narrow margin of victory for 
the abolitionists. 

Remarkably, a Toronto Scripture stu
dent, Frank Ternes, was the only demon
strator on Parliament Hill when the vote 
was taken. As Prime Minister Trudeau 
entered the House of Commons he 
stopped and looked at a poster of Christ 
on the Cross held by Mr. Ternes. 

!t read "Capital Punishment-the 
Shame of Authority." 

"I hope we win," Mr. Trudeau told 
the student. 

"I can't understand why other people 
aren't here," said Mr. Ternes. "The MPs 
are reasonable men. I just want them 
to pay heed to what God says." ( RNS) 
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