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NISSIOM NENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

December, 1975 

Angola. Independence for Angola came on November 11 and the country plunged fur
ther into a disastrous civil war fueled by the world powers, especially .the Soviet 
Union, but also reportedly including China, Cuba, South Africa, France, Zaire, and 
the United States. Divisions caused by the civil war have been reflected among the 
members of the United Methodist Church of Angola, but i nformation at this point is 
scanty. Retired Bishop and Mrs. Ralph E. Dodge attempted to go to Luanda for the 
Independence ceremony but all corrmercial flights had been cancelled. Writing from 
Johannesburg, South Africa, Eunice Dodge reported to New World Outlook that 30,000 
Angolans have been killed in the past ten months and the Organization of African 
Unity is trying desperately to reconcile the heads of the three Angolan parties, all 
of whom are Protestants. 11 Angola is considered to be Africa's potentially richest 
nation and its most strategically located, 11 she writes. The war has had its effect 
on neighboring countries ; in their Christmas letter from Sandoa, Zaire, missionaries 
Ken and Carolyn Hammer report that the blowing up of railroad bridges in Angola has 
stopped all rail traffic from the coast, causing 11 everything to be in short supply 
for our area of the country. 11 They have not had electricity for months because fuel 
is saved for pumping water. 

Relief. Contributions to Church World Service, the relief and development agency 
of the National Council of Churches, showed a significant increase in the first 
three-quarters of 1975 over the same period a year earlier. Denominati ons gave 
$6,150,000, compared to $3,120,000 in the first nine months of 1974. CROP, the com
munity hunger appeal of CWS, was up from $1 ,185,000 to $1 ,877,000 in cash and ma
terial aid from non-church sources. After those figures were compli ed, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief notified CWS of a $2,000,000 gift . 

Moratorium. The United Church of Christ ' s Board for World Ministr i es will set no 
moratorium on overseas missionaries, according to Dr. David M. Stowe, executive vice 
president of the agency, which supports 300 professionals in 40 countries. In an 
address to the board's Fall meeting, Dr. Stowe responded to suggestions that Ameri- · 
can and Western European churches consider a missionary moratorium to insure the in
digenous development of Christianity in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The issue, 
he said, is "not of closing down mission, but of making it even more effective by 
genuine partnership with churches everywhere, each carrying primary responsibility 
for mission in its own situation. 11 

Missionaries. A bill that would permit U.S. missionaries and other private citizens 
working abroad to register and vote aLsentee in presidential and congressional 



elections was approved in November by the House Administration Committee and sent 
to the full House of Representatives for action. Passed by the Senate last May, 
the measure will extend voting rights to nearly 750,000 Americans. 

Women. The biennial convention of the National Council of Catholic Women called 
for study to "discover further ministries in which women's talents will find expres
sion in the building up of the Body of Christ. 11 While the action did not mention 
the ordination of women, it declared that Christ's attitude toward women was one of 
"complete acceptance" and recognition of women's talents and "proclaimers of the 
Word and models of Christian life. 11 

They Were Right. The U.S. Department of Defense is planning to shut down the Safe
guard anti-ballistic-missile system, the target in 1968 and 1969 of many academic, 
religious and congressional critics who said the system would never work. The 
critics lost by one vote in 1969 when former Senator Margaret Chase Smith (R.--Maine) 
switched her vote at the last minute. After investing $5.7 billion in the ABM, the 
Defense Department and the House Appropriations Committee have reached the conclu
sion that the Soviet Union could easily nullify the Safeguard ABM system by deploy
ing multiple warheads on their missiles, a point which was made by the critics in 
1969. Among religious leaders who opposed the ABM in signed statements in 1969 
were United Methodist bishops Charles F. Golden, John Wesley Lord, and James K. 
Mathews, and Dr. J. Edward Carothers, former Associate General Secretary of the Na
tional Division of the Board of Missions. The United Presbyterian General Assem
blies of 1967 and 1969 also were on record in opposition to the ABM. 

Hunger. The heads of six American denominations, several United Methodist and Ro
man Catholic bishops and officials of various Christian and Jewish organizations 
have endorsed a proposed congressional resolution declaring the "right to food" to 
be U.S. policy. They called on Americans to make an "offering of letters" urging 
passage of the measure introduced by Sen. Mark Hatfield (R.-Ore.) and Representa
tive Donald Fraser (D.-Minn.). Every person in this country and throughout the 
world has the 11 right ... to a nutritionally adequate diet, 11 the draft resolution 
says. The rel.igious endorsement was organized by Bread for the World. Signers in
clude Bishop James Armstrong of the Dakotas and Retired Bishop Ralph Dodge, execu
tive coordinator of the Bishops' Call for Peace and the Self-Development of People; 
William P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, and the chief 
executives of five other denominations. The Rev. William K. DuVal, director of the 
United Presbyterian Health and Human Development Program since 1973, is the new 
head of that denomination's Hunger program. Created earlier this year, the Hunger 
Program is designed to help individuals and congregations attack the food crisis 
from several directions, including direct relief, development, education, life-style 
modification and the influencing of public policy. 

Land Use. United Methodist bishops last month unanimously approved a resolution 
recommending that the Board of Global Ministries call a "Grain Belt Consultation" 
to consider a U.S. agricultural and land use policy which has a global perspective. 
The Council of Bishops said the meeting should include representatives of the church 
in grain producing states, farmers, agronomists, business leaders, pastors and 
1 a i ty. 



l---------------. 
Unemployment. Dr. Alan Walker, the Australian Methodist evangelist, said in a 
Charleston, S.C. sermon that U.S. churches should be as "stirred" over the current 
level of unemployment as they were over the Vietnam war. "The Christian church 
surely has an obligation to arouse the community to the personal tragedy of unemploy
ment and to agitate for action to increase employment opportunity, 11 he told a New 
World Mission audience. 

Soviet Union. Amnesty International, the London-based human rights organization, 
has reported that in 1975 the Soviet Union held some 10,000 of its own citizens as 
religious and political prisoners. A 154-page document covering the post-Stallinist 
period in Russia said the Soviet officials refused to comment on the figures, gleaned 
in large part from underground publications. Amnesty International charged that 
certain Soviet criminal statutes used to jail dissidents "restrict the exercise of 
fundamental human rights. 11 

Chile. The Committee for Cooperation for Peace in Chile (see October NWO, page 41), 
an ecumenical group of Christians which in two years has given legal assistance to 
over 6,000 persons and has tried to deal with the s·ocial consequences of the military 
takeover, has been ordered to dissolve by the Chilean government. Before the final 
order was given the government had arrested nine staff people of the Committee, in
cluding Fr. Fernando Salas, S.J., and Fr. Patricio Cariola, S.J., representative of 
the archbishop. Cardinal Silva has affirmed that the humanitarian work of the com
mittee will go on under the several participating denominations. Church prestige 
has never entirely protected the committee from government pressure and harassment 
and the latest 1move may indicate the junta's determination to precipitate a head-on 
clash with the Catholic Church. 

Uruguay. The new president of the Uruguayan Methodist Church is the Rev. Oscar 
Bolioli, a pastor who has also served as the Executive Secretary of the Union of 
Latin American Ecumenical Youth. 

Ecumenism. Queen Elizabeth ti challenged the Church of England to deepen its rela
tionship w1th other churches at home and abroad. Addressing the second General 
Synod of Anglicans in Britain, she said, "I believe the time has come when we have 
much to learn from the wisdom and experi ence of our fe l low Christian ~ in other lands. " 
... Meanwhile in Tanzania, the Archbishop of Canterbury's car was surro unded by lions 
when it bogged down on the road to Nairobi, Kenya Where the World Council of 
Churches• Fifth Assembly was convening. Freed by a group of Canadians, Dr. Donald 
Coggan reportedly sang the Canadian national anthem as a gesture of appreciation. 

Blood. The Rev. Cecil Hurt of Epworth Winsor United Methodist Church, St. Louis, 
recently gave his lOOth pint of blood through a church cooperative plan with the Red 
Cross. Five hundred congregations are in the plan, but the American National Red 
Cross has appealed to the Health and Welfare Division of the Board of Global Minis
tries to double the number. The need for whole blood is particularly critical in 
the year-end season when volunteers are fewer. 

Aging. Betty J. Letzig, executive secretary of the Office of Coalition for Human De-



velopment in the Board of Global inistries' ational Division, has been elected to 
a two-year term on t he executive conmit tee of the ational Voluntary Organizations 
for Independent Living for the Aging. The voluntary group is devoted to furthering 
independent living for older adults in their own homes or in other non-institutional 
conmunity settings. 

Korea. After weeks of searching for a compro ise, the United ations General Assem
bly adopted two diametrically opposed resolutions on the political future of Korea. 
One, considered pro -West, favors the dissolution of the U .. Conmand in Korea, pro 
viding a new mechanism can be found to replace the 1953 Armistice Agreement. The 
other, backed by Co unist nations, advocated the end of the U .. Conmand and 
si multaneous wi thdrawal of all foreign troops from Korea. It would leave future 
arrangements to orth Korea and the U.S. Both sides in the Korea debate clai med 
victory following passage of the resolutions (For reactions to the U .. measure 
equating Zionism to racism, see page 50.) 

A program with an estimated price tag of $15,000,000 per year has been 
to the United ethodist Church as a means of overcoming the "crisis of 

the ethnic minority church. 11 Proposed by a 30 member task force set up by the Gen 
eral Council on Mini stries, the program puts heavy emphasis on training for ethnic 
inisters and laity, evangelism, youth work and support for ethnic worship traditions. 
he funds envisioned would come from reordered national board and conference budgets 

and "new money. 11 

The !!.UL Apple. The ew York financial cr1s1s has had a serious effect on the 557-
bed ethodist Hospital of Brooklyn, which receives about 20 percent of its budget in 
Medicaid payments. Through ovember 8 the hospital was $160,000 behind in its edi 
caid receipts. The hospital ' s administrator, r. Don Rece, says that any failure to 
receive payment could mean sharp reductions in services and staff at the hospital, 
which last year had more than 173,000 patient days. The ew York annual conference 
of the United ethodist Church issued a statement deploring "the impact which this 
crisis already has had on the poor in ew York City and (registering) our deep dis 
tress over the apparent lack of concern as evidenced by the derogatory references to 

ew York City made by officials in Washington. " 

Vi etnam. Representatives of several religious groups, including the United Presby
terian Ch rch and the United ethodist Board of Church and Society, testified before 
a House of Representatives subconmittee in support of a bill to end an embargo on 
U.S. trade with orth and South Vi etnam. That embargo has hampered shipments of 
hu anitarian aid. The Rev. Donald J. Wilson, coordinator of United Presbyterian 
health, education and social justice mini stries, told the House International Trade 
and Co erce Subconmittee that governmental actions whi ch hinder church groups from 
providing aid to the needy are an infringement of the free exercise of religion. Dr. 
Herman ill, UM Board of Church and Society, said the U.S., should "move quickly to 
build new relationships with t he people of Indochina. 11 



~ EDITORIALSbJ 
America and the C. I .A . ... 

The unanimous and massive report 
by Senator Church's committee inves
tigating the activities of the Central In
telligence Agency are the most disturb
ing revelations in our national life since 
the summer of the Watergate hearings. 
President Ford evidently believes these 
revelations are bad for American public 
relations for he sought to bar the re
port's publication, but his theological
minded son could have told him that 
confession is good for tl1e national soul. 
As with Watergate, the important ques
tion remains: what steps will be taken 
at the highest levels of national policy 
to assure that these shocking practices 
are not repeated? 

With Senator Church's report the 
rumours and charges that have been 
known in some circles for years have 
become established fact. Under presi
dents of both political parties the gov
ernment's arm of foreign intelligence 
engaged in covert plots to assassinate 
foreign leaders. By no standard of inter
national morality is such a policy justi
fied, and it is absolutely outrageous in a 
country which reveres constitutional 
processes of law and order. Cloak-and
dagger vigillantism and the criminal un
derworld are not supposed to be the ac
complices of national policy. 

The report goes out of its way not to 
implicate the presidents directly, though 
at one point it says that "there was a 
reasonable inference" that President 
Eisenhower might have authorized the 
operation against Patrice Lumumba of 
the Congo. But the image of all the 
presidents, especially Kennedy and his 
brother Robert, has undoubtedly been 
tarnished. From 1960-1965 a total of 
eight separate plots, some highly bi
zarre, were directed against Cuban 
premier Fidel Castro, and it is difficult 
to believe these plots were not known 
at the highest levels. Of the four lead
ers who were killed, the fact that none 
was killed by direct CJ.A. action is 
certainly irrelevant; the nationals who 
performed the dirty work had the en
couragement and support of the CJ.A. 
One of the leaders, General Rene 
Schneider Chereau, Chief of Staff in the 
government of Dr. Salvador Allende of 
Chile, was an avowed constitutionalist 
who firmly believed in civilian control 
of the military. There are few generals 
who really believe that around the 

world, but Chile had one as Chief of 
Staff and our CJ.A. thought he should 
be "removed." 

The United States is not unique in 
stooping to this abhorent method of 
conducting foreign policy. The Domini
can dictator Rafael Trujillo, the object 
of one of the CJ.A. plots, had himself 
financed an assassination attempt against 
the President of Venezuela. No one 
thinks of the Soviet Union as a paragon 
of virtue in this regard (and it strains 
the imagination to think of the Soviets 
releasing a report like this ) . 

But as the Church committee points 
out, the United States must not adopt 
the tactics of the enemy. "Means are as 
important as ends. . . . Each time the 
means we use are wrong, our inner 
strength, the strength which makes us 
-free, is lessened." It is a lesson that 
must be learned. 

. . . and Eldridge Cleaver 
In the same week in which Senator 

Church released his committee's report 
a native son returned after seven years 
of not-so-riotous living in the far out 
countries of Cuba, Algeria and France. 
Eldridge Cleaver is not the classic 
Prodigal Son (when he left the country 
there was little of his "inheritance" he 
could command) but there is no doubt 
he has changed his tune since he was 
information director of the Black Pan
ther Political party. In those days he 
was writing (as he did in Soul on Ice 
in 1968 ) such lines as: "We shall have 
(our manhood ) or the earth will be lev
eled by our attempts to gain it." 

But now, having seen that the grass 
isn't greener elsewhere and feeling that 
America "has changed," since then, he 
writes as follows: "With all its faults, 
the American political system is the 
freest and most democratic in the world. 
The system needs to be improved, with 
democracy spread to all areas of life, 
particularly the economic. All of these 
changes must be conducted through 
our established institutions. . . ." This 
may be described, in biblical terms, as 
"corning to himself," even though it 
falls slightly short of "Father, I have 
sinned against heaven. . . ." (On the 
other hand, the FBI agents who met 
him at Kennedy airport didn't exactly 
slay a fatted calf for his return.) We 
hope the system Mr. Cleaver now ad
mires will live up to his expectations 

and grant him his proper day in court. 
In the meantime, his appraisal of Amer
ica has an authority all its own. 

Christmas is not Synecdoche 
With the publication of Senator 

Church's report Americans have a new 
fad word to describe what Christmas is 
not. The story of Christmas is not synec
doche. 

Synecdoche (pronounced sin-NECK
doe-key) is a rhetorical shortcut in 
which a complicated situation is re
ferred to as briefly as possible or in 
which certain phrases are deliberately 
used so that what is exactly meant can 
never quite be pinned down. An exam
ple was the reference in a 1960 meet
ing of a subcommittee of the National 
Security Council to "direct positive ac
tion" against Fidel Castro. The phrase 
could mean many things, and that's the 
way people wanted it . 

Not so St. Luke, who pins down 
God's greatest operation precisely in an 
insignificant province of the Roman em
pire when the Emperor wanted to im
prove the efficiency of his Internal 
Revenue Service. In his own way, St. 
John is equally specific, declaring with
out qualification, "The Word became 
Flesh." Only St. Mark, the first gospel 
writer, skips the incarnation in his im
patience to get into the story. 

Still more specifics follow: a peasant 
man named Joseph, a peasant woman 
named Mary, a place called Bethlehem, 
"a manger, because there was no room 
for them to lodge in the house," shep
herds on the hillside, an angelic choir 
( the first item open to several interpre
tations ), an old man in the temple 
named Simeon, an old woman named 
Anna, a maniac named Herod, a des
perate flight to a place called Egypt. 

Other ancient religions had, a con
cept of an incarnate and suffering god, 
but they placed the story in a mythical 
setting and time. It is impossible to miss 
the meaning of the gospel writers: the 
One Whom the Church later defined 
as both perfect in His manhood and 
perfect in his Divinity was not a figure 
of legend or vague inspiration but a 
concrete and actual Person who ap
peared at a specific time and place. The 
question the evangelists put to the hu
man race is just this: how do you re
spond to this Event, to the Baby in the 
manger and the Man he became? 
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a 
hristmas is a day of un
declared truce in prison. 
The administrative hier
archy of the institution 
neglects to pursue the 

daily inquisitions and there's a lift
ing of administrative law. A sense of 
freedom fills the cells and the cell
blocks because of this day but it 
doesn't mean more than a day of 
freedom. Everyone realizes the 
cause. 

The guards and administrators 
share a common thought on this oc
casion. Call it guilt or pity or con
science, every man who keeps his 
brother in chains feels this emotion 
on this holy day. For this twenty
four hour period all prisoners are 
freed of the oppressive weight of 
administrative regulations. It's as if 
this day of liberalism acts to erase 
the inhumanities of the previous 
year. The guards are offering this 
day in their humble and plain ges
ture of confession and inwardly 
pray for forgiveness before their 
God. 

The institution is an undeclared 
open city. Travel and open commu
nication is allowed and encouraged. 
When the cell doors are first 
opened at 6 :30 A.M. it's a big 
city attitude of hustle and bustle. 
The guards have stepped aside for 
the self-government of the day and 
they realize a day of community 
festivities has arrived . They leave the 
cellblock areas and congregate in 
their meeting spots for their brand 
of community celebration and fes
tivity. It' s Christmas for them also 
and they are lonely for the social 
contacts and emotions we are so 
desperate for. They would rather be 
home with their families than keep
ing their brothers and it reflects in 
the attitudes they present. To them, 
the guards, their celebration coin
cides with the actual meaning of 
Christmas because they believe they 
give us the gift of freedom. 

It's somewhere in the early morn
ing hours of this day that the first 
abuses surface. When the first reali
zation of administrative freedom is 
reached there's a community period 
of inner conflict. To be the beast 
or to be the man is the conflict 
each prisoner faces. The holiness 

Bill Collins is an inmate at the Southern 
Ohio Correctional Facilities at Lucas
ville, Ohio. 

of the day ought to have some in
fluence on the decision but un
fortunately it doesn' t. Every anger, 
every bitterness, every hatred and 
every suppressed emotion of the 
past year literally explodes before 
the onslaught of men trying to over
come the year's suppression in six
teen hours. Men try everything pos
sible to rid themselves of the 
humiliations and shame and 
stripped pride of the year past. The 
procession begins just after break
fast and it builds into a stupefying 
crescendo throughout the day. 

The first movement of the cres
cendo is the small paper bag of 
hard candy at breakfast. The guards 
and administration expect miracles 
for their kindness. They have huge 
stacks of the small bags waiting on 
tables as we exit past the serving 
steam tables during our exit from 
the dining hall. They all laugh and 
smile and make a real effort to be 
polite as they give us each one small 
bag of candy. " Merry Christmas" 
rings again and again as each pris
oner passes the table and picks up 
his morning gift. It seems a con
tradiction. These same guards who 
have beat the prisoners as they 
scream and pray for mercy are now 
the ones who hand out early morn
ing gifts. Jesus makes strange bed
fellows! 

As soon as the prisoners leave 
the dining hall the rush is on . The 
ending of breakfast announces the 
opening of the casino and there 
usually is a heavy business even at 
this early hour. Each cellblock has 
a casino where gambling is open 
and organized and this is the first 
real thing to mark the coming of 
the beast during this day. Many of 
the men don't bother going to 
breakfast and they simply bypass the 
meal for the general vices of the 
day which are then being organized. 
With the bag of candy in their pos
session most of the men hastily 
transfer this candy into coin of the 
realm and flock to the gaming ta
bles. The bag of candy sells for a 
pack of cigarettes and the cigarettes 
are coin of the poker and dice ta
bles. It's a business to gamble and 
many prisoners engage in the busi
ness. 

Shortly after the last of the men 
have been fed the morning meal 
the spirit of the season is again 
forced upon the prisoners by the 

Bill Collins 



administrative policy. More of the 
guards bring cases of cigarettes to 
every cellblock and they pass every 
cell and distribute a pack of ciga
rettes and two cigars per man to 
each cell. A frantic rush is made 
by most inmates to barter these 
items for more needed items. Cof
fee, sugar, tea, cream, stamps or 
any of the uncountable items 
needed or wanted by every indi
vidual is sought and traded for 
the gift of cigarettes. As soon as 
this has been done it seems sooner 
or later every able bodied prisoner 
appears at one of the gaming tables 
to try his hand at the odds. Through
out the year open and mass gam
bling is strictly prohibited and there 
is a rush to make up for the year's 
loss. 

For the past two years I've made 
the pilgrimage to the gaming tables 
with the rest of the prisoners but 
my journey was one of curiosity. I 
wanted to see these men happy 
because happiness eludes most of 
them throughout the year. Watch
ing them with the dice or the cards 
in their hands and watching their 
faces and bod ies contort and dis
tort I always see something lacking. 
This happiness isn ' t a full thing, it' s 
partial. Something higher is missing. 

I believe I see what's missing. He 
was born on this day. I see Him 
hanging on a cross, broken and 
bleed ing, in agony, forgiving His 
enemies. He's here watching these 
broken and bleeding· prisoners gam
ble in celebration of His gift to man
kind . What's missing is the under
standing that any of these men 
could turn to Him today and also 
be forgiven . 

A hour or so after the cigarettes 
and cigars are given out there's an
other new sight. The male prosti
tutes surface. It usually takes them 
a bit longe r to arrive due to the 
makeup and finery they di splay to 
encourage customers. All the " la
dies" in the institution use this day 
to fulfill long hidden passions and 

also as a day to procure a steady 
stream of readily paying customers. 
Cohabitation among prisoners is 
strictly forbidd en but this day it is 
accepted and overlooked. The work
ing prostitutes and the others who 
come out on this day add to the 
inclusive consciousness of the prison 
and adds more fuel to the fire of 
liberation . Because the prisoners can 
seemingly violate the all-powerful 
adminisfrative law on this day they 
draw no lines and have no boun
daries in the open violations. 

Any and all drugs become worth 
the gold and frankincense and 
myrrh the man-child was given. 
Drugs are used openly and with 
abandon . A brutal black market be
gins with the opening of the doors 
in the morning. It' s the thing to do. 
Get " high" and be a part of the 
freedom. It's a sign of recognition 
and everyone wants to be recog
nized amid the open air of free
dom. This is another different thing 
from the year's daily routines. On 
Christmas everything is open to all 
eyes. There's nothing secretive or 
hidden from anyone by anyone and 
evervone strives to be remembered. 
Outl~ndish costumes, staggering and 
reeling bodies, drunkenness-look 
at me, remember me! 

Violence comes with the in
creased openness. One sees several 
violent confrontations among the 
prisoners in the length of the day. 
A sudden fist, a sudden knife, sud
den blood and you're treated to 
more season's joy. The freedom 
doesn 't reduce or eliminate the des
perate tensions of daily life. This 
freedom only serves to increase the 
pent-up fury, an innate fury, the 
prisoners maintain . 

Church services are held in the 
evening. The services usually be
gin around 7:00-7 :30 P.M. Every
one's at the gaming tables or hud
dled in their small groups and 
cliques talking and having fun . The 
public address system rudely cuts 
off all conversations with the an-
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nouncement: "Protestant services 
are now being held in the large 
chapel for those who wish to at
tend ." 

For those who wish to attend .. . 
I go to share a quiet moment, 

to get away from the insanity, but 
it seems others wish to attend for 
other reasons. I realize the church 
is a community meeting ground, a 
prison meeting ground. Lovers in 
the back pews kissing. Many of the 
prostitutes congregating in the en
trance lobby trying to solicit cus
tomers. Drug dealers sitting in the 
pews making deals and exchang
ing money and drugs. Many of the 
gamblers meeting and talking, bets 
being made, debts being collected. 
Rival gang and clique leaders and 
members discussing the latest po
litical developments within the in
stitution add to the unreal scenes. 
One faint sign glimmers reminding 
me of a real reason and meaning 
for this service on this day. In the 
very front pews, the first rows, there 
are four or five old men . Older 
pri soners, all with 'twenty or more 
years of prison life behind them , 
have come to the service to wor
ship. These few old men, old but 
true believers, are the only mem
bers of this motley congregation 
who truly wish to attend. 

The minister is powerless in his 
church and realizes this. He speaks 
directly to the old men as he gives 
the sermon and performs the rites. 
It's as if both minister and congre
gation have disavowed the existence 
of one another. Seeing this power
lessness sadly discourages me. I rise 
from my seat and try to quietly leave 
the church for it' s not my idea of a 
house of God. 

It's late, close to the 9 :30 P.M. 
lockup, so I drift back to my cell. 
Nothing's changed! As I'm reading 
the chapter of John I remember the 
four old men in the front pews 
that evening. Four men out of sev
enteen hundred men are the only 
ones who wished to attend. • 
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8 
n certain days the 
question goes around 
among us, " What did 
you get for Chri st
mas?" We should like 

to vary that question just a bit and 
ask, " What did you get from Christ
mas?" The aftermath of the first 
Christmas is described thus : " And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen ." How 
wel I do our post-Christmas feelings 
match theirs? How well do the post
Christmas feelings of children in a 
" home for children " match the joy 
of the shepherds. If the radiance 
of Christmas comes only from 
lighted candles or a gift under a 
tree, then it is bound to dim as 
time removes us farther from our as
sociation of friends who made merry 
with us in the days of our health 
and affluence. If ever it behooves 
us to find the inner and deeper 
secrets of this holy season, that time 
is now. 

The gift most precious to a child 
cannot be slipped into a stocking 
or placed under a tree on Christ
mas Eve. Unlike other gifts, hard 
knocks w ill not break it, they only 
make it stronger. This gift in its 
richest form need not be described 
or even stressed, for the feeling of 
it gives living a warmth which gen
erates confidence and power. It has 
a miraculous quality that even the 
poorest parent can bestow upon his 
child. This precious gift is love. 

We who devote our lives to the 
care and nurture of children living 
away from their own families are 
constantly confronted with a dismal 
array of disappointed and unhappy 

Clayton E. Nordstrom is executive direc
tor and the Rev. Dick Bowman is chap · 
lain at Fred Finch Youth Center in 
Oakland, California , which is a compre
hensive treatment center for children 
with serious social, emotional and psy
chiatric disturbances . 



The most precious gift to a child is love. Whether it is supplied by their own parents, 
as in the case of this blind boy and his mother (above) or by staff persons in a chil
dren's home, no greater gift is possible. 

chi ldren who have been deprived 
of love. Too often we have seen 
Christmas and other days of the year 
pass with many a child severely de
pressed by the fact that his parents 
did not love him. Fear and mis
trust become a part of the life of 
such a child . He withdraws into a 
state of detachment or he may strike 
out against others through hostile 
attacks, destructive behavior, or de
linquent acts. For the boy or girl 
living in an institution, Christmas 
may too often be only a time for a 
cruel reminder of an unhappy 
home. On the other hand, Christ
mas provides an opportunity to 
bring greater meaning into the lives 
of chi ldren living in a children 's 
home and an opportunity for all 
persons who care to receive a gift 
of joy that comes only through shar
ing with others. 

The warmth of this holy season 

is the glow which comes from get
ting back to the simple and genuine 
things after being immersed in the 
artifice and pretense of what we 
call society. It is the glow which 
comes from the eagerness of chil
dren . It is the glow which comes 
from emptying our hearts of envy 
and greed so that the spirit of love 
and good will may hold sway. At 
Christmas we come a little nearer 
than at any other time to that good 
will which God meant for us to 
exercise at all times. At Bethlehem 
the best in us is born again . Yes, 
if we really catch the spirit of this 
holy season, a new being is born 
in us. We can have Bethlehem in 
our own hearts. We can glorify God 
in words and song. 

The essential connection between 
the Glory of God and peace toward 
men is the great truth of the world ; 
and that is the truth which Solomon 
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sets forth with these striking words 
that " the spi rit of man is the candle 
of the Lord." The picture which the 
words suggest i5 very simple. An 
unlighted candle is standing in the 
darkness and someone comes to 
light it. 

A year ago there came to our 
home for emotionally disturbed 
children an unhappy and mysteri
ously withdrawn, yet beautiful little 
girl, who, for many months was seen 
standing in her bedroom, beside her 
desk in her school room, and in the 
dining hall day in and day out be
ca use she felt she could not sit 
down . She seemed to struggle with 
the hope that some day her being 
would be lighted . The same little 
girl who stood day in and day out 
did not utter a word to anyone for 
two yea rs because she was afraid 
to talk, to reveal her feelings-again 
hoping that her being would be 
lighted from another being. Can we 
not see, with such a picture clear 
before us, what must be meant when 
it is said that one being has the 
potential to be a candle to another 
being? There are in our residential 
treatment program staff persons rich 
in character whose influence runs 
everywhere. Our resident children 
cannot talk with them without be
ing shown a rich character full of 
feeling and thought. 

Our once mysterious little girl ' s 
life was lighted from life. She now 
talks and sits with her residential 
family. She laughs, she enjoys, she 
lea rns and she gives. She has re
sponded to the love, care and un
derstanding of others. 

Above all the pictures of life-of 
what it means, of what may be 
made out of it, there stands out of 
this experience a young human spirit 
with the gift that comes the burn
ing of the light that came from 
that very first Christmas. No greater 
gift is possible and none more in 
the spirit of Christmas than to give 
love to children and to teach them 
to love others. • 



Clhristmas in a hospital has 
both its joys and its sor
rows. 

For weeks before Chri stmas Day 
the pace begins to quicken . A fes
tive spirit spreads through the lob
bies, corridors, and patient rooms 
as hospital staff members take spe
cial pride in the decorations on each 
floor and in each nursing unit. 

Carolers of all ages arrive long 
before Christmas and begin to fill 
the air with music. 

At many hospitals even Santa 
makes a preview appearance. An 
aura of excitement settles over the 
pediatrics unit early on the day 
when he is scheduled to arrive. 
Patients, parents, nurses and doc
tors alike grow restless as the time 
of his arrival draws near. Then 
someone detects the sound of his 
jingle bells " away far off"-and 
soon he arrives-just as he always 
appears. The children gaze in awe 
as he gives them each a gift selected 
specially for them. He even knows 
the names of their brothers and 
sisters and lots of special little things 
about each of them. Who could 
doubt that Santa is " for real"? 

As Christmas Day approaches, 
more and more of the patients 
return to their homes to spend 
Christmas with their families. By 
Christmas Eve only those who are 
seriously ill remain in the hospital. 
They are usually not bitter ; they 
seem to accept that this is the best 
place for them to be. 

Christmas Day: itself is a quiet, 
peaceful time. The chaplains visit 
each and every patient to extend 
the blessings of Christ and Christ
mas. Meals for patients are specially 
planned as traditional holiday feasts 
-and each tray is decorated with 
Christmas favors made and donated 
by church circles and Brownie 
troops. 

Carol Brown is on the staff of the Meth
odist Hospital Foundation in Madison, 
Wisconsin . 
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All of the hospital employees 
who must work- and there are 
many such as doctors, nurses, 
housekeeping and maintenance peo
ple, dietary employees, and lab and 
X-ray technicians- try their best 
to make Christmas a joyous time 
for their patients and themselves. 
Trays of Christmas cookies and can
dies are brought from home to 
share with each other. 

The morning is quiet in the Emer
gency Room ; it seems as if every
one throughout the city is busy with 
worship services and opening gifts 
and devouring Christmas feasts. 
.Sometimes the activity here picks 
up in the afternoon as some peo-

Carol Brown 

pie-especially the little ones-get 
too much excitement or too many 
goodies. 

And , what could be more tragic 
than the loss of a loved one on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day? 
It could be a car accident or a 
coronary. The hospital sees these 
things, too, and feels all of these 
emotions. 

To those who are patients and to 
those who are on duty, the hos
pital is " home" on a holiday. For 
those who work in a hospital , there 
is the joy of knowing that they are 
living the Christmas spirit on Christ
mas Day. • 

"All of the hospital employees who must work ... try their best to make Christmas 
a joyous time for their patients and themselves." 







have three churches and the Meth
odists seven-with a membership 
totaling approximately 4,500. 

The churches are growing to meet 
the influx of newcomers (which in
cludes a large group of Orientals 
and Spanish-speaking peoples, many 
of them Cubans who began to come 
after the revolution). Some churches 
are reorganizing like the Catholic 
diocese which in June formed the 
new parish of Holy Family in Clark 
County to serve 26,000 people ; 
some are adding space like Zion 
United Methodist Church which ex
tended its building on the black 
west side to accommodate more 
than the 160 children of black 
working mothers it now serves; and 
some are adding services like First 
Presbyterian Church which now has 
a Sunday service for some in the 
Las Vegas Korean community of 
1,000. 

The religious community is re
markably ecumenical. "Even the 
Mormons participate in religious 
events," says the Rev. Joseph Kohn, 
cantor of Temple Beth Sholom, the 
largest of two Hebrew synagogues 
in the city. "I've preached in every 
church in this town, and I belong 
to the Clark County Ministerial As
sociation along with several Cath
olic priests. At our own temple we 
have a non-racial, non-denomina
tional summer camp for 300 chil
dren and a winter nursery school 
for 250. (A large number of both 
Protestant and Catholic churches 
also maintain day-care centers or 
nursery schools.) 

There is ecumenical support for 
a number of city-wide social ac
tion projects to better the lot of 
the poor, indigent transient help, 
aid to Gamblers Anonymous, the 
Drug Abuse Council, and Suicide 
Prevention (since Las Vegas' sui
cide rate is seven times higher than 
the national average). 

The churches have consider
able influence-politically, philo
sophically and socially-the Mor
mons, perhaps, having the 
greatest. 

Mormons settled Las Vegas 
(which means "the meadows") be
fore the Union Pacific came through 
in 1854. Railroaders overran the set
tlement, bringing in liquor and pros
titution and beginning a gambling 
operation with the local Paiute In
dians. Mormons, who are against 
drinking, smoking and gambling, 

lived with a situation which grew to 
legendary but illegal proportions 
until depression days when Nevada 
legalized gambling and the tourist 
industry began to flourish . 

Though Mormons have strict tem
ple ordinances against " serving sin 
to the people" they believe a man 
has a right to earn a living. "Deal
ers, pit bosses, floor men, cocktail 
waitresses and bartenders can't be 
Mormons," says Dr. Sam Davis, 
president of the largest "stake" in 
Las Vegas. " But a gardener, a sec
retary, or a maid, working in a hotel 
where there is gambling would not 
be censured. Direct ownership of 
a gambling house or hotel would 
be censured . But if one owned into 
a conglomerate, a corporation, a 
mixture of stock-we don't slice it 
that thin." 

Mormons are good businessmen, 
hold many important political po-

s1t1ons in the city, and have suf
ficient influence to affect legislation . 
They defeated the Equal Rights legis
lation thi s year, according to for
mer Mayor Oran Gragson, because 
of their belief that men and women 
hold distinctly different positions 
in God's sight. 

Catholics and Mormons are to
gether on some things : they agree 
that there should be no sex educa
tion in the schools, no divorce and 
no abortion law. Though people 
from out of state come into Las 
Vegas to establish six-week resi
dence for divorce and citizens can 
be divorced overnight, though pros
titution is illegal in only two coun
ties in Nevada, residents usually feel 
compelled to go out of state for 
abortions. 

Mormons take care of their own 
-maintaining welfare farms (no 
Mormon is on public welfare), and 

The extremes in las Vegas are shown by this glittering casino and the headquar
ters of Operation life, which serves welfare families. 



The foyer of an old hotel, taken over by Operation Life. Welfare families are served by a health clinic, a swimming pool, a 
nearby library and free lunches for children. 

nurturing fa mily life through a Mon
day-night tradition wh ich has even 
extended into the jails, where pris
oners are released to spend the eve
ning with vi siting wives and chil
dren. 

The definition of what is their 
" own" however, has strange limits. 
Anyone can be a Mormon (and 
there are Indian and Chicano wards 
in Las Vegas) but no black can enter 
the temple or receive the priest
hood. Blacks, according to the Book 
of Mormon, bear the mark of Cain ; 
and until God in His good time 
deals with them, theY) must carry 
the curse. " Nonetheless we are 
aga inst disc rimination ," says Dr. 
Davis. " The night before the bus 
boycott in 1973, we had a priest
hood meeting. There was no dis
cuss ion of the matter, bu t before 
the evening w as over, I said, 'To
morrow my boy will be on the bus' 
and Mormons suppo rted bu si ng." 

The prej udice, however, is inst i
tutionalized, and its social impl ica
tions are incalculable in a ci ty where 
blacks were brought in to do man
ual labor for the Union Pacific rail 
road crews, and cont inued to come 
up from the South to scrub the 

to ilets and cl ean the hotel rooms in 
this massive resort area. 

Only 15 years ago no black per
son was anything but a porter o r 
janitor in Las Vegas. The fact! that 
the picture has changed and is 
changing rapidly has to do in part 
w ith the churches-which have pro
vided leadership and suppo rt for 
institutions and movemen ts effect
ing the changes. 

Whe.n in 1960 the National Asso
ciation for the Advancement of Col 
ored people (NAACP) went to w ork 
to obtain jobs for blacks, it had a 
long chu rch trad ition behind it. 
Every pres ident in irs 47-year history 
had been pastor of a church, its 
support had come fro m churches 
and its meeti ngs had been held in 
them. 

O ne of the prime movers in the 
bette r-job movement was the Rev. 
Mari on Bennett. Ea rl y in 1960, Ben
nett had come to pastor Zion 
Uni ted Method ist Chu rch in the 
black commun ity on the west side 
w here 40,000 blacks l ived in w hat 
was then a t ight ghetto (today some 
whi tes are moving in with the 
blacks and any black can move any
w here in the city his money will 

take him) . Bennett was not only the 
fi rst theologically trained minister in 
the community, he was also one of 
the fi rst co llege-trained leaders in 
the community. He persuaded his 
b rothers and sisters (all college 
graduates) to join him in Las Vegas. 

Bennett, who was to serve three 
te rm s as president of the NAACP 
did much of the actual legwork in 
the beginning to obtain better jobs 
by approaching compani es like 
J. C. Penney, Sears and Vegas Village 
who were the first to hire truck driv
ers, clerks and stockmen . But the 
big hotels and gaming casinos used 
no black dealers or cocktail wait
resses, yet this is where the higher 
paying jobs were. The NAACP sued 
and won a consent degree--for 
every three whites, one black was to 
be hired. Now the aim is to see 12.5 
per cent blacks in all places. 

" When one or two blacks are 
hired others be lieve they can also 
app ly for a job-it starts a chai n 
reaction," says Bennett. As oppor
tunities opened up, mor~ college
trained blacks began to settle in 
Las Vegas. 

In 1964, Cranford Crawford, a 
trained case worker fro m Texas 
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Southern University, migrated north 
and sett led on the black west side, 
joi ning the Zion Church . Six years 
later the National Division of the 
Board of Global Ministries of the 
United Methodist Church attached 
Cranford Crawford to Zion as a 
Black Community Deve loper. BCD's 
are funded where pastors of par
ticular ability believe that work in 
the community should be done 
which they do not have time to do. 
Crawford tackled problems of em
ployment, housing, consuming and 
contracts. 

In 1972 Bennett and Crawford ran 
for the Nevada State Assembly and 
both were elected-the second and 
third black men elected to public 
office in the state. Bennett was ap
pointed to the chairmanship of the 
Health and Welfare Committee-a 
job which rarely goes to a fresh
man assemblyman . " We are now 
able to lock down in law the gains 
made through picketing and march
ing," says Bennett. 

The climate for change was 
created by events in the late '60's 
which grew out of deepening con
trasts. In part of the ghetto there 
were no paved roads or street 
lights, yet blacks working The 
Strip passed under electric signs 
hundreds of feet high . In the hotel 
kitchens they prepared every deli
cacy known to man and went home 
to neighborhoods where people 
were hungry. Prior to the 1973 State 
Assembly, a family of four received 
at most $167 on welfare. Unem
ployed or partially employed hus
bands were not encouraged to stay 
home, since their status made the 
family ineligible for welfare . Wel
fare payments were cut back if a 
child in the family tried to carry 
papers or cut lawns. If a son or 
daughter was flunking in school , 
payments were reduced . If a man 
became disabled there was no aid 
at all for his family. 

In April, 1959, welfare recipients 
protested to the State Assembly. 
Their spokesperson, Ruby Duncan 
-an uneducated but vocal angry 
black woman and the mother of 
seven-was subsequently elected 
president of the Clark County Wel
fare Rights Organization. Three 
years later, when the State Welfare 
Administrator challenged half the 
welfare recipients as frauds, Mrs. 
Duncan led welfare mothers and 
the i r children on a march out to 

The Strip and into Circus Circus 
Casino where they sat down and 
ordered a large dinner. 

The demonstration was sup
ported by civic and church groups 
- the Women's Division of the 
Board of Global Ministries. of the 
United Methodist Church giving 
$5,000 to support the National Wel
fare Rights Organization's claims 
that many grants were illegally re
duced or terminated through pro
cedural violations. Challenged in 
court, the State Welfare Depart
ment could prove only two per 
cent of the welfare cases cheating. 

Opening up the welfare issue to 
the public revealed inequities and 
led to laws which removed many. 
It also led to the formation of sev
eral new groups : Operation Life, 
deve loped by Mrs. Duncan to help 
welfare mothers with health, edu
cational and recreational facilities ; 
and Poor People Pulling Together 
(PPPT) organized by another black 
woman, Erma O 'Neil , to help wel
fare recipients with housing, and 
new home owners with manage
ment problems. 

A third group was formed follow
ing a poverty workshop held by 
United Methodist Church Women 
in February, 1970. Volunteers started 
a breakfast program for poor school 
children which caught the imagina
tion of other church and civic 
groups. Within six months a HELP 
committee (Help Expand School 
Lunch Programs) was documenting 
the extent of hunger among Clark 
County children , interviewing legis
lators, and locating potential sources 
of support. In 1971 when promis
ing developments ground to a halt, 
the Legal Aid Society filed a class
action suit against the State Board 
of Education on behalf of a dozen 
children. 

Settled out of court, the suit 
brought about what is widely rec
ognized as the most successful 
school lunch project in the U.S. 
Every needy child in the county is 
given a hot lunch-the cost shared 
equally by the federal and state 
governments. 

Operation Life continues the 
feeding through the summer by 
providing bag lunches for children 
whose health has improved during 
the winter months. 

Along with hunger, housing be
comes an increased problem to the 
poor during this time of recession 
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and inflation . Unemployment in Las 
Vegas is officially 11 per cent but 
actually closer to 16 per cent ac
cording to the Economic Oppor
tunity Board . Many poor people 
are having trouble meeting their 
mortgage payments, and PPPT 
through its Home Ownership Main
tenance Education (HOME) serves 
as liaison between the mortgagee 
and the federal government. Broth
er Bob Brady of the Catholic Fran
ciscan Center works with men who 
have lost their jobs to help them 
devise possible ways to budget part 
payments. 

Franciscans are involved in much 
of the work with poor people. The 
Center began when Father Louis 
Vitale came to Las Vegas from a 
teaching job at Berkeley to finish 
a doctorate in sociology and stayed 
on at the invitation of Father Ben
jamin Franzinelli , the rector of the 
new parish , Holy Family. 

Vitale and Franzinelli became 
leaders of two branches of Catholic 



The varied faces of Las Vegas. At the Franciscan Center, director Father Louis 
Vitale washes dishes, Father Larry Dunphy waits to dry (opposite page). The 
staff of the Center eats together (top). Mrs. Ruby Duncan, founder of 
Operation Life (left); Hank Greenspun, publisher of the Las Vegas Sun 
(center); Mayor William Briare, on his first day in his office (right). 



work: Franzinelli , stabili zed by the 
parochial system, continued to be 
leaven among the Catholics . Vitale 
took the Center in the direction of 
social action and concerns, stayi ng 
away from the structural church. 

Bringing in younger men and 
women from the west coast
Cathol ic workers trained or in 
training, he bought two houses on 
the black west side and set up a 
communal living arrangement 
where celibate persons without 
family responsibilities could live on 
about what it would cost a family. 
While they went through the pro
cess of identifying with poor peo
ple, trying to empower them, they 
rented office space downtown 
from the Catholic Welfare Services 
and began to relate to the centers 
of power. Working from both di
rections, they hoped to " conscien
tize" the city. 

Catholic Welfare Services had 
been doing excellent institutional 
work for years-with children in 
the day-care center, with the handi
capped, with girls on parole, unwed 
mothers, and senior citizens, serv
ing as a vehicle for matching 12,000 
of them each year with jobs. 

The Franciscans (in reality, this 
means some Franciscans, several 
Dominicans, a sister of St. Joseph of 
Carondolet) and some lay persons 
broke out of the institution to do 
new kinds of work: they helped 
start ".Alternatives to Welfare" 
which meant "Improvement in 
Welfare" as it helped welfare moth
ers talk and attached whites sym
pathetic to their problems. One 
sister became Human Resources 
Chairman with the League of 
Women Voters, another with the 
PTA ; another began educational TV 
workshops for the black poor. The 
Center attached people to Opera
tion Life and PPPT, and one young 
man living in the communal apart
ments has been working with black 
teenagers living nearby, though he 
himself is not black (none of the 
dozen or so personnel attached t.o 
the Francisca n Center is black) . 

Today the Franciscans continue 
their social action work at the same 
time they are finding ways to arc 
back into institutional programs. 
(Father Vitale himself was recently 
appointed assistant pastor of St. 
James Church in West Las Vegas .) 
Some are helping illegal aliens ob
tain papers, are conducting educa-

tional campaigns regarding farm 
workers and the lettuce/grape/ 
Gallo boycott, are doing adoption 
stud ies, counseling, and senior 
companion work with Catholic 
Welfare Services. Others are teach
ing co-counseling and urban sociol
ogy, and are lobbying at state 
assemblies for the Center, for Com
mon Cause, and for the NAACP. 
One Mexican-American sister teach
es religion and English to Mexicans. 

Father Vitale's schedule also in
cludes travel since he has been 
chairman of the Advisory Board of 
the national Washington-based 
Catholic Church's Campaign for 
Human Development-a program to 
empower the poor. He is also the 
founder and director for the Centre 
for Development of Faith-a na
tional organization oriented toward 
liberation theology and sponsoring 
dialogue between persons in the 
disciplines of religious education, 
media and social action . 

For several years Father Vitale 
has sought to enlarge the Francis
can Center by attaching a Protes
tant representative to augment its 
work. In 1975 the National Divi
sion of the Board of Global Minis
tries provided $5,000 to help salary 
an urban coordinator " to serve as 
advisor and source of information 
to the United Methodist Church 
Clark County Committee on 
Christian Social Concerns" ... the 
" people to be served ... primarily 
black people of all ages." On Sep
tember 1, Larry J. Smoot, a grad
uate of the School of Theology of 
Claremont, California, and recently 
with the Foothill Free Clinic, a drug
oriented project in Pasadena, began 
work, attached to the Franciscan 
Center. 

The BCD program lapsed in 1974 
when Cranford Crawford led a dem
onstration against the placement of 
a white principal over two black as
sistants in an integrated 6th grade 
(all schools in Las Vegas are inte
grated-the high schools by tradi
tion, all other grades since busing 
started in 1970). The largely white 
Methodist churches thought the at
tack on the white principal was a 
personal thing, says Crawford, and 
they withdraw their support of the 
BCD program. Zion Church made up 
the difference until the load became 
too heavy. Crawford returned to his 
position as juvenile probation offi
cer, but remained an active layman 
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at Zion . He continued in the State 
Assembly until 1974 when he lost 
to another black man. 

Bennett and Crawford saw many 
changes in legislation while they 
served in the assembly, and Bennett 
continues chairman of the Health 
and Welfare Committee. 

Today legislation exists to pave 
and light the streets of all Las Vegas, 
and the welfare picture is improv
ing. A family of four can now re
ceive as much as $267 a month 
along with food stamps which were 
once unlawful. State aid programs 
are being devised for mentally and 
emotionally disturbed children, for 
drug-addicted, abused and ne
glected children . Kindergarten has 
been made compulsory for normal 
children. Homes and nursing homes 
for the aged are being provided 
and health care for minors, includ
ing contraception (12,000 under 18 
years of age came up pregnant last 
year, which means, says Bennett, 
many unwanted born). A bill of par
ticular value was AB228-a new 
careers program for drop-outs. 

Among the blacks of Las Vegas, 
approxirr1ately 65 per cent of the 



Griffith United Methodist Church is one of seven UM churches in the city (top, opposite page). Rev. Marion D. Bennett, pas
tor of Zion UMC, with children from the church's day care center (opposite page, bottom). Rev. Jim Reid, Baptist home 
missionary and pastor to the Strip, dismisses a prayer therapy group (above) and visits one of his parishioners, who is 
stage manager of the show at a large casino (below). 

children are failing or dropping out 
at junior high level. Busing has not 
improved the situation : white chil
dren are bussed into the black com
munity for one year at the sixth 
grade level ; black children are 
bussed out for eleven years. " Black 
children from starved environments 
get off the bus in strange territory," 
says Bennett. " If there is trouble at 
school, the child has no advocate, 
since parents may be working or 
have no way to get to the school. 
White teachers are afraid to dis
cipline, so motivated children
both black and white-are penal
ized. Mormons, with their ' black is 
inferior' mindset dominate in 
school administration. " Most of our 
kids wind up in special education 
or in opportunity school or on 
dope. We have to change the low 
self-concept these children have. 
We have to break through the pre
vailing feeling that not to achieve 
is the thing. A kid can get beaten 
up and ridiculed if he excels. We 
have to turn that around." 

Bennett believes that the example 
of the rising middle-class among 
blacks will help do this. The addi-

tion of a number of black teachers 
and blacks in administrative posi
tions in the schools is a further gain. 
And certai nly AB228 is a step in the 
right direction . The Economic Op
portunity Board will receive both 
federal and state appropriations to 
subsidize employers to train un
trained people, with the option to 
hire at the end of the training peri
od . 

Las Vegas is trying to change its 
image. 

Publisher Hank Greenspun says 
that as his children began to grow 
up, he realized that " because of the 
evil connotations of this city there 
would be forever a blight on where 
they were born. I decided to make 
Las Vegas a place to be proud in ." 
Greenspun believes that the Sun 
helped clean out the M11fia. Today's 
hotels and casinos, he points out, 
are owned by corporations and 
carefully controlled (which simply 
means, say others, that the Mafia 
is now once removed) . 

A decision was made to say 
" gaming" instead of "gambling" and 
to try to attract conventions. Since 
the city makes its money on " gam
ing" it can afford to offer less ex
pensive housing and meals, and 
convention attenders can gamble 
after the day's meetings or take in 
one of the shows that range all the 
way from The Aladdin 's Marat Sade 
torture feature to the big produc
tions at places like The Dunes-so 
lavishly conceived that a single 
number can be introduced by 20 
bare-breasted women riding motor
cycles stageward through the audi
ence. 

Residents of Las Vegas who work 
in the casinos or whose livelihood 
may depend on tourist business, see 
their city as a resort center, a sports 
center, a place where, as leisure 
time grows, people can come to re
lax. 

Father Vitale sees it as a place 
where materialism is so visual and 
so ugly that it teaches its own les
son. The contrast of poverty to the 
sybaritic extravagance makes Las 
Vegas, he believes, a perfect place 
for sensitizi ng and consciousness 
raising. He hopes in time to develop 
here a laboratory for leadership. • 



vieinamese 
refugees--

beyond 
resettlement 

Douglas W. Johnson 

' 

he television crews jostled 
through the airport crowd. We 
listened and watched as the 
reporter interviewed persons 

awaiting the arrival of children from 
Vietnam . It was the first wave of 
refugees from a na tion most of us 
have heard about in war stories. The 
families at the airport were excited. 
There was joy in their faces. Happi
ness raised their voices as the new 
family members came off the plane. 

Half a year has passed since we 
watched those familiar scenes. The 
questions that crossed our minds 
then are still present. How are they 
going to adjust? Are their sponsors 
going to be able to give them the 
assistance they will need over the 
long term? How will the commu
nity react? 

These are the questions underly
ing this article. The Church was in
strumental in providing places for 
the refugees to resettle. It is time to 
take an assessment. We need to 
know how things are going with 
this group of refugees. 

The Setting 

At the beginning it was unclear 
how many refugees would be com
ing out of Vietnam . Confusion was 

Rev. Douglas W. Johnson is the staff as
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the National Council of Churches and 
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the order of the day. As the planes 
stopped flying and the processing 
procedures got straightened out, it 
was discovered that there were 
more than 135 ,000 persons in the 
camps. About 5,000 of these were 
accepted by other countries. This 
meant that our population had 
suddenly increased by the size of a 
city like Evansville, Indiana. 

The logistical problems were 
staggering. These people came 
w ithin a matter of days. Each one 
had to be registered , receive a 
medical examination, and relocated . 
The government had a task of mo
bilizing its resources to handle the 
influx. 

The most pressing need was to 
find lodging. Vacant military camps 
were the only available facilities for 
that many people in such a short 
time. We soon heard of Guam, 
Chaffee, Pendleton, Eglin, and 
Indiantown . Scattered across the 
United States, these were the cen
ters where the refugees got their 
first impressions of their new land . 

It was understood that these cen
ters were temporary. The State De
partment has projected that only 
one camp would be functioning be
yond October 31 and it would be 
closed by the end of 1975. This 
timetable indicates the pressures put 
upon those who were assisting in 
the resettlement processes. 

One of several voluntary agencies 



which set up offices in the camps 
almost immediately was Church 
World Service. Its task was to repre
sent several denominations, includ
ing the United Methodist Church, 
in matching refugees with sponsors. 
Church World Service set a goal of 
resettling 10,000 persons. The 
United Methodist Church accepted, 
as its part, responsibility for 500 
families from Vietnam and 60 from 
Cambodia. 

Refugees are a continuing con
cern of the church . Church World 
Service has a continuing staff. No 
one was prepared for the numbers 
and the suddenness of this refugee 
problem. It is to the credit of volun
teers within churches as well as as
sistance from the refugees them
selves that the churches were able 
to respond so quickly to this crisis. 
For example, by September 8, 
10,500 persons had been sent to 
sponsors through Church World 
Service. Of these, the United Meth
odist Church had resettled 776 
families. 

The Refugees 

The refugees left home quickly. 
Much of their life possessions, 
familiar symbols, and customs could 
not be brought. They came with 
what they could gather in a short 
time. The weak and indecisive were 
left behind. The young, strong, and 
strong willed came. Data collected 
in a survey July 13 of 117,000 refu
gees tell the story graphically. 

Fifty-two percent are male while 
forty-eight percent are female. 
About 23 percent are less than 18 
years old and eight percent are 18-
24 years. Nearly one-third are in 
the youth category according to 
these statistics. At the other end of 
the age spectrum, one percent are 
63 and over while four percent are 
45-62 years. This means that 95 per
cent of the refugees are less than 45 
years of age. 

In addition to being relatively 
young, they are well -educated . 
Slightly more than 45 percent 
have a high school education . An 
additional 21 percent are college or 
university attendees or graduates, 
and five percent more hold post
graduate degrees (several in the pro
fessions such as medicine) . This 
means that seventy percent of the 
refugees have at least a high school 
education which is a remarkable 
total considering the fact that one-

fourth are less than 18 years of age. 
Occupationally, they are skilled . 

About 45 percent are i11 the pro
fessional , technical , managerial , 
clerical, and sales categories. Most 
of the others are skilled in indus
trial trades of some sort. A few, 
about three percent, are experi
enced in agriculture. In short, the 
refugees have the skills to be easily 
assimilated into an urban industrial 
society. 

A final effort to describe the refu
gees is to use the word diverse. We 
would expect a group of people as 
large as the population of Evans
ville to be diverse. Unfortunately, 
we do not have the same expecta
tions when refugees are involved. 
They are from the same country 
and the news media have stressed 
traits such as politeness, oriental 
courtesy, and reserve. Nothing in 
the data about these persons indi
cate that they are anything but di
verse. 

Vacant military camps were the temporary homes of Vietnam refugees. All are 
scheduled to be closed by the end of 1975. 
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Getting People Together 

Resettlement began as soon as the 
refugees reached the camps. Th.ey 
were given the choi ces of agencies 
through which their families would 
be resettled . They had to choose an 
agency and the agency had to be
gin to assist the fami ly. Thi s was 
to make the resettlement process 
easier, quicker, and more organ
ized. 

It did not work out that easi ly. 
The refugees were wise to the ways 
bureaucracies function. In many in
stances, therefore, each of severa l 
members of a fami ly chose an agen
cy. This resulted in several families 
working with multiple agencies in 
their efforts to resettle. They were 
attempting to get the best deal for 
their families . It was not devious. 
It was a calculated strategy for hav
ing some control over their destiny. 

Multiple registrations were a 
problem to the resettlement agen
cies mostly because of the disap
pointment to sponsors when a fam
ily chose another situation . It also 
meant a loss of time and wasted 

A soon as the refugees 
arrived (right, above), reset

tlement process began. 
Refugees were given their 

choice of agencies to assist 
them in the process (right). Once 

a family left a resettlement 
camp (opposite page), it could 

not return. 

effort when the family went else
where. It was not an unexpected 
issue. Rev. John Schauer of Church 
World Service acknowledged the 
difficulty of multiple registrations. 
He went on to say, " The people 
want what they think is best for their 
fami ly. They are smart. They are 
good people. They are merely try
ing to exercise some contro l over 
the ir new life situations." 

The first hurdle after choice of an 
agency was an interview. For those 
families resettled through the United 
Methodist Church, this task was 
handled through a staff member of 
Church World Service. In addition 
to the basic information about 
skills, education, medical history, 
and housing needs the interviews 
were probing into areas of life that 
would make resettlement easier. 
They were trying to find matches of 
families and sponsors. 

In the meantime, Dr. James 
Thomas' office in the Board of 
Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church was rece1v1ng 
names of persons and churches who 
wanted to take refugee families. A 
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series of letters and informative 
brochures were sent on to the po
tential sponsors while information 
was forwarded to the Church World 
Service staff at the camps. When a 
potential match was made both the 
refugee family and the sponsoring 
individual or congregation had to 
agree that they would work at the 
resettlement process. 

If all went well, and by early Sep
tember it had for 10,500 persons 
working through Church World 
Service, the big day came when the 
refugee family was transported to 
the sponsor. In at least one in
stance this meant 32 persons in one 
family were sent by bus to the Cali
fornia community which would be 
their sponsor. This was the day for 
anticipation and anxiety. 

It is important to understand that 
once a family left a camp it could 
not return. If the sponsoring ar
rangement did not work out, new 
sponsors had to be found outside 
the camp surroundings. In the 
United Methodist Church this re
sponsibility res.ides in the office of 
Dr. James Thomas of the Board of 



Global Ministries. 
The option of some refugees re

turning to Inda-China must be 
left open . Not everyone who is re
settled will want to stay. Accord
ing to Mrs. Barbara Williams of 
Church World Service about 3,000 
persons, roughly two percent of the 
total , decided before resettlement 
they wanted to return to Vietnam. 

Problems in the Short Term 

Difficulties are a normal part of 
any program involving people. Re
settlement is no exception. These 
are of two kinds, short-term and 
long range. The short-term are dealt 
with first. 

Language is usually a difficulty. 
It is not that much of a problem 
with these refugees. Many are bilin
gual with either English or French 
as their second language. This re
flects the recent history of their 
country. Nearly every family can 
speak English fluently or has a 
member who can. 

This does not assume that refu
gees understand the slang, idioms, 
and implied meanings of all of our 

words. Subtle meanings are cul
tural and must be accumulated over 
time. Refugees will understand the 
language fully only as they become 
fully acculturated . 

The skill level of the refugees is 
high. Unfortunately the national 
economic situation is bad . This has 
led to uneasiness about refugees 
taking jobs from the unemployed. 
While unemployment and refugees 
are both temporary conditions, the 
fact of economic pressure is hard in 
certain areas. 

The sponsor agreed to find em
ployment for the breadwinner of 
a family as a condition of resettle
ment. This did not include all of 
the working members of the family. 
Some members with training will 
not yet be working. In addition, the 
jobs may not have been equiva
lent to the kinds of jobs the people 
had in Vietnam . It takes time to find 
the right combination of jobs and 
skills to let the families be totally 
self-sufficient. 

In most refugee situations there 
·are deep emotions about the war 
or cause for the refugees being in 

the nation. This is no different. The 
lnd o-Chi ~a refugees will take the 
frustration and wrath of some 
Americans who dislike losing a 
war. This emotiona l bias is a normal 
although unfortunate part of refu 
gee resett lement. According to all 
sources, it has been limited and not 
very in tense. 

The p roblem of race is present 
al so. It has a new dimension with 
these refugees. Racial bias is being 
expressed by black and brown 
against yell ow. Economics is the big 
reason accord ing to those who are 
working w ith the refugees. Com
petition for jobs and money creates 
confli cts with racial overtones. This, 
too, is l im ited and most observers 
foresee it as being of short dura
tion . 

Two addi t ional problems relate to 
family size. Single persons are hard 
to place because most of them are 
male with m ilitary skil ls. Such skills 
are of limited value in the Ameri 
can economy. 

The second prob lem is at tne 
other end of the size scale, la rge 
families. Th is difficulty is famil iar to 



many fa mili es in the United States. 
It is d ifficult to find housing that 
is decent and affordable. That is one 
of the reasons the last groups re
maining in the camps were large 
families and single persons. 

These problems are of a short
term nature. Most of these deal 
with understandings and immediate 
expectations. Dr. Thomas, in assess
ing the United Methodist situations 
early in September, said that only 
about a half-dozen cases had broken 
down. While this is important to 
those six families and the sponsors, 
the percentage they represent is 
miniscule. Six out of 776 resettle
merts is a rate of about eight-tenths 
of one percent failure. 

Long Term Issues 

In addition to . the immediate 
problems noted above are some is
sues of a long-term nature. Eco
nomics will continue as an issue but 
it will vary according to the general 
economic tone in the country. Mr. 
Schauer gave the economic prob
lem a perspective when he said , 
"(The refugees) have to become 
Americanized to be able to be eco
nomically self-sufficient. It will be 
important for them, until that time, 
to practice their ethnicity and cul
tural differences in private life and 
non-economic aspects of living." 

Some church persons may dis
agree with this position. Pluralism 
is beneficial when it makes contri
butions to the predominant culture. 
It takes time for this to happen. A 
long term issue is the balance refu
gees and sponsors maintain between 
Americanization and cultural prac
tices distinctive to the refugees. 

A second long-term issue is the 
delayed grief reaction . The transfer 
of these people from their home to 
a new land took place quickly. 
Many did not have the opportunity 
to work through their feelings 
of loss and separation. This loss has 
been great. The refugees had to cut 
ties with no time to explain or think 
about them . In many ways this is 
like experiencing the sudden death 
of a loved one. It happens so 
quickly there is no chance to be 
prepared. 

The refugees will have their 
moments of depression and despair. 
They will need emotional support. 
It will be important for churches 
and sponsors to be perceptive of 
this need . These periods will recur 

and not be solved at a single mo
ment. Grief takes a lot of love to be 
able to live with . 

A third long-term issue is a con
ce rn voiced by both Dr. Thomas 
and Mr. Schauer. This is " the well
meaning sponsor who took on a 
family and is unable to meet the 
continuing emotional , financial , so
cial , and cultural needs which are 
a part of the refugee adjustment 
process." 

These discomforts arise over 
time. They come after the enthu
siasm and ballyhoo are gone. They 
raise the conflicts engendered by 
people living and depending on 
each other to insurmountable pro
portions. These are the serious situ
ations that take time not only to 
surface but also to work through. 
After all , putting oneself in a posi
tion of benefactor makes backing-
out a personal defeat. · 

A fourth issue is finding and 
bringing together of separated fam
ily members., This is a continuing 
task. Awareness of its long term na
ture is important because of the 
pressures over time felt by the refu 
gees to be united with the entire 
family . 

A fifth issue is religious. Only a 
small fraction of the refugees are 
Protestant. Most are Buddhist, Con
fucian, and Catholic. In Schauer's 
words, " The church must not prose
lytize. It should not baptize the 
refugees. The sponsors must respect 
the religious heritage of the refu
gees." 

This is easier said than done over 
the long term. The novelty of 
strange worship habits will pass 
away. The refugees will be autono
mous in their religious expressions. 
This is one of those wedges which 
can separate people by not provid
ing common fellowship experi
ences. 

Uniqueness of the Church 
as Sponsor 

The Church is a fellowship or 
community of believers. The sup
port of such a community is the 
basic ingredient of successful refu
gee resettlement. According to 
James Thomas, " Success (in refugee 
resettlement) is dependent upon a 
supportive community. Sponsors 
must be people who can feel along 
with the refugees in their plight." 

These sentiments were voiced by 
the Rev. Stephen Feke who worked 
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in a community resettlement pro
gram for another group of refugees 
several years ago. He said, " The im
portant thing, the only thing that 
will sustain a family is the com
mitted, caring fellowship which 
makes it their business to be there 
when they are needed . They must 
be willing to let the refugees main
tain their integrity and make their 
own way. But they need to sur
round the newcomers with love and 
concern. It is the basic need for a 
long term successful adjustment." 

The Rev. Harold Leininger, who 
headed an ecumenical group re
sponsible for settling twenty-four 
Vietnamese refugees, says it a bit 
differently : " The Church, by being 
involved and concerned with the 
refugees, demonstrates the commu
nity of Christ. The long term prob
lems that the refugees will face, 
isolation from their culture, adapta
tion and acculturation, acceptance 
in the broader society, and a 
changed style of life, can best be 
dealt with in the community of faith 
which is the Church ." 

'Each of these persons identify the 
uniqueness of the church as being 
a fellowship which has a commit
ment and a concern which lasts no 
matter what the difficulty. The refu
gees are a special problem at pres
ent, but the Church will assist them 
through the difficult periods ahead . 
Faith and love appear to be two of 
the key words used by both per
sons. 

The Rev. Larry Snow of Pough
keepsie, New York, has been in
volved in resettlement of Vietnam
ese as well as other refugees 
through his church . In addition to 
underscoring the contributions a 
church makes through the caring 
community he notes another im
portant factor : "Being a caring 
group makes us different. Lives are 
opened up to need like never be
fore. Seeing persons with no pos
sessions and being personally re
sponsible for them is mission like 
we have never seen. It is exciting. 
It gets people working together 
who have not worked together be
fore . It is a redemptive and renew
ing process." 

The refugees are mostly resettled . 
In the process the church has often 
discovered resources it did not 
know were available. It is time to 
move beyond resettlement. That is 
the process of mission. • 
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CAN IT BE PROVIDED BY ANY GROUP OF PARTIES 

WHO HAVE NO PROGRAMME? 

IND•S ONLY HOPE 

IHDIR RHD DEMOCRRCY 
lhe ideal concept and lhe real needs Richard Renwick Smythe 

I
ndia is committed to the con
cept of democracy. It is affirmed 
in the nation 's constitution and 

it is a process by which the coun
try has functioned since independ
ence in 1947. It is not an easy com
mitment and it is not a process that 
can be assumed or taken for 
granted . Democracy does not hap
pen automatical ly in India simply 
because it is a constitutional claim 
and ideal. 

In June of 1975 an " Emergency" 
was declared by the government of 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi. The emergency 
was something of a surprise to the 
citizens of India and to· the free 
world as well. It seemed inconsis
tent for a nation committed to non
violence (which India is) to sup
press freedoms and liberties by 

Richard Renwick Smyth, a miss ion ary 
serving in India , is editor of The In 
dian Witness . 

placing hundreds of peop le in 
prison for politica l reasons. It 
seemed a contradiction for a demo
cratic state to place severe restric
tions on the press. 

This emergency has been a dif
ficult thing for the western free 
world to understand . It has raised all 
sorts of comments about dictatorship 
in India and a betrayal of the dem
ocratic ideals which were so vig
orously affirmed by men such as 
Nehru and Rahdakrisham. It seemed 
a turning away from the hopes ex
pressed for the Indian people by the 
life and work of men like Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

What is going on in India be
cause of the emergency? What is 
happening to democracy in India 
because of this emergency? 

There is no answer to these ques
tion s. The best one can do is to try 
to understand some of the factors 
involved in the situation that made 

the emergency necessary, from the 
point of view of Mrs. Gandhi's gov
ernment. It is a situation that re
quires understanding rather than 
judgemen t. It is a situation that pro
vides innumerable options for the 
future of India. 

Traditional social organization in 
India has been centered around per
sons who have been able to pro
vide. The names vary in different 
parts of the land . There have been 
maharajahs, nawabs, zimandars, 
chiefs. These titles were not hon
orary designations given to ones 
elected to high offices. They have 
served as the titles given persons 
who have provided for the people. 

Services were rendered to the 
king/ leader. The name leader sym
bolised the provision of the things 
necessa ry for life and living. The 
sys tem relied on feudal obligations 
and stru ctures. At the same t ime, 
the various social units in the land 
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Many people feel that Mrs. Gandhi w; ' 

the opposition jailed by the governme 

had security and protection. 
Late in India's long history came 

the idea of democracy. The Euro
pean colonizers brought the notion 
with them . The democratic ideal 
began to form in the thinking of In
dians who were being educated in 
western institutions. These educated 
Indians were drawn to the idea of 
a nation of men who were free to 
choose, free to develop, free to 
pursue rights which western de
mocracies guaranteed by constitu
tional means. 

In 1947 when India achieved In
dependence from Britain the fa
thers of the new nation were com
mitted to the democratic ideal. The 
Constitution of India echoes the 
high resolves one finds in the con
stitutions of France and the United 
States of America. 

Only recently has the intellectual 
comrr.unity in India begun to ques
tion the validity of this. They have 
asked : Can the democratic ideal de
veloped in western nations be so 
easily transplanted to the soil of 
India? Are the people of India in
deed ready for a system which re
quires such sophistication of the 
citizenry? 

It is a delicate matter. Few in In
dia are opposed to democracy; that 
is not the question . The question is 
whether or not the ideals of western 
liberal thinking can be imported 
so easily to the new nation with 
its population of almost 600 mil
lion people-most of whom are in 
no position to assume the respon
sibility demanded by western de
mocracies in the 20th century. 

In this kind of situation, there 
have been those who have ex
ploited the democratic process and 
the naivete of the public for pur
poses that do not reflect the dem
ocratic ideal. (This kind of situation 
is not new or novel. It was preva
lent in the U.S.A. after the Civil 
War when the land was plagued 
with carpetbaggers.) 

It is this situation that seems to 
have come to a head in the recent 
events in India. Scores of individuals 



unite the people of India 11under one roof" while many leaders of 
emed set on drawing the people of the nation apart." 

and political groups- many of 
whom seem to be opportunists
have exploited the political , eco
nomic and social ~ituation for ques
tionable purposes. The purposes are 
questionable since they seem to 
have little relevance to the national 
goals as affirmed in the Constitu
tion . 

This mounting confusion and 
frustration has led the government 
of Mrs. Gandhi to take certain steps 
and actions. The avowed purpose 
has been to bring stability in the 
social order and to bring order in 
the running of the nation . 

Shortly after the emergency was 
declared, I was driving in New 
Delhi. A young man was hitch-hik
ing and I offered him a lift. We be
gan to talk. I asked the man what 
he thought of the emergency. (I 
was curious to know what he had 
heard-by rumor, report, or what
ever-since there had been a rather 
severe censorship on the media.) 

The youth gave an interesting re
ply, and he gave the reply in the 
form of a kind of parable. 

He said he felt Mrs. Gandhi had 
always worked on the premise that 
it was important to have all of 
the people of India under " one 
roof. " And he felt that many of 
the leaders of the opposition 
(meaning, leaders of groups op
posed to the ruling Congress Party 
of Mrs. Gandhi) seemed to want to 
break up the unity of the people 
from under that roof. The opposi 
tion seemed set on drawing the peo
ple of the nation apart, all under 
many little and separate roofs . 

On first hearing this seems an 
over-simplified observation or, per
haps, one that is a bit too con
formist for the average western 
person. But it is an accurate 
expression of something that is very 
important to the average Indian. 

The Indian subcontinent has never 
known (at least in recent centuries) 
any form of social order that is sim
ple and unified . Diversity has al
ways been the key characteristic of 
the areas and peoples in the land . 

The quality which has been the ob
ject of national striving since inde
pendence has been the achievement 
of a unity in this diversity. National 
integration has been one of the 
most important factors in the na
tional goals of over 25 years. 

The unity sought is not simpli
fied to the use of a single language 
for all peoples, although this has 
been a major issue and the object 
of great debate. The unity sought is 
not simplified to the idea of regi
mented unilateral development for 
everyone in all parts of the land. 

The unity has been simple and yet 
very difficult. It has been the quest 
for understanding that all are es
sentially Indians rather than Tamil
ians or Kashmiri-speaking Hindus or 
sweepers. The quest has been to 
encourage all citizens to find se
curity and joy in affirming them
selves on the basis of national iden
tity rather than identity by state, 
language, religion or caste. 

My friend the hitch-hiker was 
speaking to this when he gave me 
his answer. He expressed a fear ; he 
felt the opposition people were act
ing not for reasons of ideology or 
theory, but against social harmony 
and national fraternity. 

Social chaos is very risky for a 
social order as large and complex 
as India's is . The emergency has 
tried to deal w ith this fear of grow
ing chaos. It has tried to force at
tention on a new coming together 
in strength rather than risk the lux
ury of the liberty of social , eco
nomic and political competition . 

There have been several reports 
which state that the government in 
New Delhi feared anarchy. One has 
littl e reason to doubt that the fear 
is a justified one. Perhaps, however, 
it is the fear of chaos that is more 
legitimate for the nation than the 
fear of anarchy. 

One form of this threat of chaos 
is seen with the youth. The educa
tional system in India has developed 
very rapidly. The result : many more 
thousands of youth are receiving 
basic college educations than can 

be employed directly by any busi
ness or government set-up. The 
youth become restive. They have 
been encouraged to trust the value 
of education as a means of getting 
ahead, of lifting their status and sta
tion . Now they wonder if this is a 
well-placed trust. 

For several years the campuses 
of Indian universities have been the 
scenes of unrest, protest and vio
lence. The students have complained 
about the quality of the education 
given and the value of the degrees 
conferred . The university authori
ties have not been able to provide 
the answers to many of the stu
dents' questions since the questions 
are directed to employment possi
bilities. In such a situation it is easy 
to exploit the unrest for political 
purposes by those who find " chaos" 
a great means for personal gain . 

The government has done a great 
deal to open new areas for expand
ing the employment market. Most 
of the new opportunities however, 
require many more in the laboring 
category than in the management 
and administrative side. The edu
cated youth are not seeking jobs as 
laborers ; what improvement in 
status and station is that, after all? 
The private sector has not been able 
to expand as rapidly as it might
investment funds are limited, the 
market for profit-yielding commodi
ties is not that vast in a poverty
ridden nation, competition with de
veloped nations is almost too keen 
for a young industrial cadre such 
as India has. 

All of this is fertile ground for any 
persons or forces which seek to 
benefit from chaos that comes 
whenever fragile unities are broken . 

A more intense concern for peo
ple in the western democracies has 
been personal liberties and human 
freedoms. There has been a vocal
ized fear that democracy in India 
seems to be almost farcical since 
opposition politicians are put be
hind bars and the press is throttled 
by government censorship . 

The freedom of expression which 
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a free press symbolizes is a precious 
part of a democratic social order. 
Again , however, one must recog
nise the precarious risk involved 
when a nation offers such freedom 
for a population that may not be 
able to deal with the flooding of 
opinion and analysis which such a 
freedom can give. 

It is difficult to give any clear-cut 
" reason " why the government came 
down so strongly and totally on the 
press in India. It is something that 
one has to accept in faith . It is a risk. 
It is a hope that the control has not 
been malicious. It is a hope that it 
is truly temporary. 

In defense of the move one must 
confess that " opi nion" is a risky 
commodity in any situation. The 
freedom of expression of opinion 
assumes that those who receive the 
stated opinions are in a position to 
discern rightness and wrongness, 
validity and lack of validity. Most 
of India's masses are not in that 
position. This appears to be the jus
tification for the government action. 
One trusts that it is a temporary 
measure and not a new national 
policy which will ultimately be en
forced constitutionally. 

Several political and constitutional 
actions have been taken by the 
government in New Delhi since the 
emergency. Some of the actions 
seem strange to those outside the 
nation ; they seem only to justify 
actions taken by the ruling party. 
Observers ought to appreciate that 
often the legislation done re'cently 
has been under debate by all parties 
for many months. 

More recent developments have 
encouraged those who have at
tempted to " trust" the temporality of 
the emergency. There have been 
judgments of high courts which 
question some actions taken by the 
government. The government has 
honored the judgments. They have 
dealt with the right to imprison per
sons unless clear and forthright list
ing of reasons is given . This is 
healthy; it certainly supports per
sonal rights and freedoms. 

61The movement from being an apatheti 

In severa l places around India 
there were other evidences of per
sonal , human and individual righ ts 
and freedoms being justified by the 
emergency. One of ou r church 
workers operates a boarding ac
commodation for Christ ian work
ers and she has had a stru ggle fo r 
over two years in getti ng cooki ng 
oils from the bazaar for her ki tchen. 
A lways she was info rmed it w as 
" not available." 

After the declaration of the emer
gency the shopkeeper with w hom 
the lady always dealt in itiated a visit 
to her offering any supp lies required 
-at a realistic price. Hoarding was 
no longer a profitab le ventu re once 
the protection provided by poli t ica l 
chaos and disunity was removed. 

In the capital city there had been 
some difficu lty in gett ing ce rta in 
grains on Saturday o f o ne week. 
The shopkeepers " had no stocks," 
buyers were told . The emergency 
was decla red in the night on Mon
day. On Tuesday, "mi racles" made 
available grains at control led prices. 
Sugar was about 40¢ a pou nd on 
Saturday; it was about 25¢ o n Tues
day. 

One has to question w hi ch 
" rights", which "personal libert ies 
and freedoms" are p ri orit ies in such 
a situation . One has to try to t ru st 
the justifications tha t are given in 
the light of the historica l patte rn 
and the demands fo r the hopes fo r 
development. 

Something has emerged clea rl y 
out of all of this-even at this brief 
time since the emergency was de
clared. One must be gentle in es
tablishing ideologica l integrity as 
more important than practica l rea li
ties. This balance of p ri o ri ties is 
most true w hen the ho lding up of 
ideals is permitted whi le the busi
ness of rea l life is damaged. 

Some have had to set aside the 
glorious blessings of the fu ll l iber
ties which modern democracies are 
trying to affirm. Perhaps this is for 
what Pilate called "the good of the 
people." 

Questi ons have been raised about 
the efficacy of a democratic system 
fo r India. Mrs. Gandhi has been 
quoted as questioning the demo
cratic ideal of the western world as 
appropriate for India. There is little 
justification for assuming that Mrs. 
Gandhi questi"ons the ideal of the 
democratic possibility for India and 
its people. But, it is important to 
remember, India is just beginning 
to experience the democratic pro
cess and possibilities with its masses. 
Thi s experience is necessary as a 
foundation for any ideology to rest 
on. 

O ne would hope Ind ia's govern
ment can stave off chaos, confusion, 
division . One would want to cheer 
on the young hitch-hiker and his 
hope that the " one roof" can be 
good for the whole nation . 

In " The Skin of Our Teeth" the 
hero, Mr. Antrobus, mentions some
thing he thought of during the time 
of fi ghting in a war : " When we are 
at wa r we want a better life ; when 
we are at peace we want a more 
comfortable life." 

India is engaged in a kind of war, 
a struggle. It is one which attempts 
to make real the possibilities for 
human life and living, on the basis 
of our 20th century understanding. 
Some of us who are part of that 
quest in the Indian setting have 
found the discomforts bearable . . . 
even the discomforts of certain re
stri ctions on freedom and liberty. 
The ideal concept of a democratic 
social o rder shapes the dreams of 
our tim es of meditation and plan
ning ; the real needs of the peo
ple with whom we live and work 
shape the involvements of our work 
and efforts. 

The Christian Church has some
thing to witness to in the midst of 
the present setting. The witness is 
r.o t something that must be stated 
as some ideology ; it is a witness 
rooted in a heritage of trust, j ustice, 
love, social and personal human 
development under the Lordship of 
Christ. • 
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, ective •mass' to being •people' has halted." 

The Indian Parliament has ap
proved the President's declara
tion of the Emergency and has 
given it legal sanction. It is good 
that the Emergency at least stays 
within the framework of Consti
tution. However, ultimately it is 
not legal justificability but politi
cal 'justification that is crucial in 
a matter like this. So from the 
point of political substance, for 
the time being at least the curtain 
has been drawn In India, writing 
finish to .the Indian experiment of 
democracy. 

Behind that experiment has 
been the vision of Gandhiji and 
Nehru of people not as objects, 
but as subjects of history. People 
have been objects of exploitation 
in the past, and they continue to 
be objects of humanitarian re
lief-and even objects of welfare 
given from the top. But Gandhiji 
and Nehru wanted to stimulate 
the political process which would 
make them, not objects, but sub
jects, awake to their condition 
of dependence and struggling 
consciously for their rights not 
merely of bread and welfare, but 
of freedom and social justice. 
Gandhi therefore made the peo
ple's self-rule in village societies 
the basis of his Swaraj, and Nehru 
more conscious of moderniza
tion made room for the people to 
think for themselves, to organize 
themselves in parties to make dis
cussion and self-awakening real 
and thus to understand and con
trol the State and the forces of 
economic development and so
cial change. With all the weak-

This comment is excerpted from The 
Guardian, an Indian Christian maga
zine published in Bangalore. 

ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW 

People are Subjects, Not Objects 

nesses inherent in Gandhian non
violence and Nehru's democratic 
socialism, their vision of non-vio
lently awakening the people as 
the subject of history has been 
their great legacy. Today it is that 
legacy and the political forms 
and processes inherent in it that 
stand negated or at least halted. 
To those of us who have staked 
our lives on that vi sion, and have 
all along felt a pride in the his
torical mission of India witness
ing to the nations this unique 
path to people's awakening, can 
look at the present situation only 
as the repudiation of a large part 
of our own past. This adds the 
poignancy of a spiritual tragedy 
to the political events of today. 
I am sure, at this point I am 
speaking for a large part of the 
middle class of India. 

So one has been reading the 
Prime Minister's Speeches in the 
Parliament as reported in the 
Press with deep concern. She has 
spoken of the need to take the 
Emergency as an occasion for 
"all to think seriously about basic 
matters like democratic function
ing and democratic institutions" 
with a view to the future. It cer
tainly is such an occasion. She 
also spoke of the need to take 
this as an occasion to promote 
her welfare economic measures. 
It certainly is a need. But what 
she said in justification of the 
continuance of the curtailment of 
democratic liberties doesn't carry 
conviction; and what she said 
about the future of democracy 
in India is disappointing ... . 

In this context, what the PM 
says in her speeches on the role 
of the people and the future 
structure of Indian democracy, 

are hardly reassuring. About the 
people, she notes that they have 
stood by the Congress leader
ship in all crisis, though at other 
times, they have been angry and 
critical of it. In fact, that is the 
discriminating way in which a ma
turing people becoming awak
ened to their subjectivity from 
being mere objects of political 
leadership should act. Why then, 
should that leadership deprive 
them of all legitimate political 
means of expressing their anger 
and criticism, as though it is 
afraid of people becoming ma
·ture? In this context, the PM's 
argument that in future, peo
ple's political rights should be 
curtailed in the name of their eco
nomic and social rights is, to say 
the least, unrealistic. Even pov
erty in this country is not a mere 
economic reality, it is also em
bedded in the fatalism and apathy 
of spirit and can be fought only 
through developing the political 
will and resistance. Paternalism 
(or Maternalism) is no answer to 
it. Nehru has rightly argued end
lessly in his time and it is also 
the lesson of history, that a peo
ple who have lost their political 
rights tend, in the long run , to 
become disabled either to secure 
social justice or to keep what 
justice they have secured. They 
revert back to be objects to be 
manipulated as means of exploi 
tation er welfare or as fodder 
for national glory or violent revo
lution. And today in India the 
movement from being an apa
thetic collective " mass" to being 
" people" has halted. For people 
when they are growing to human 
maturity must know themselves 
to be subjects of history. 



are there 

E 
very thirty-six seconds someone 
in America is the victim of a 
violent crime. Recent polls 
show that half of the popula-

tion is afraid to walk alone at night 
and nearly 20 percent do not feel 
safe in their own homes. Serious 
crime rose 17 percent in the U.S. 
last year and the cost of crime has 
climbed to a staggering $88.6 bil
lion a year, including the total take 
by organized crime, crimes against 
property and business, and law en
forcement costs. According to U.S. 
News and World Report the crime 
bill figures out to an average of $420 
for every man, woman and child 
in the U.S. 

Practically everyone is agreed 
that the penal system, whose cur
rent costs are in the neighborhood 
of $3.2 billion a year, is least suc
cessful at deterring would-be 
criminals and most successful in 
turning offenders into hardened 
criminals. Recidivism (repeat offen
ders) rates for youthful offenders 
are estimated at between 75 and 80 
percent. That is, four out of five 
juveniles who commit a punishable 
offense will be seen again in the 
jails. If there is one thing on which 
law-and-order advocates and prison 
reformers agree it is that prisons do 
not rehabilitate. Are there alterna
tives to prisons and will they work? 

The Basic Question 

That was the basic question of the 
first national conference on Alter
natives to Incarceration held in 
Boston in late September and spon
sored by the National Council of 
Churches' Task Force on Higher 
Education and Criminal Justice. Ex-

Managing Editor Charles E. Brewster is 
an ex-offender, having spent three days 
in the Washington , D .C. Jail in 1971 
after being arres ted in a peace demon· 
stration. 



pecting about 600 participants, con
fe ren ce organizers w ere amazed 
when 1600 persons showed up from 
43 states. The greatest number was 
involved directly in one way or an
other with the corrections system 
itsel f. (Author Jessica Mitford said 
the con ference actually heard " too 
much from people with a vested 
interest in locking people up.") 
Commiss ioners of Correction from 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, South 
Carolina or Vermont found them
se lves on panel discu ss ions with 
persons operating half-way houses, 
criminologists from universities, or 
directors of drug treatment pro
grams. Judges from M assachusetts, 
Washington or New York mingled
in a sense-w ith inmates from Nor
fo lk or W alpole prisons in M assa
chusetts (an " Ex-offenders and of
fenders caucus" claimed a third of 
the conference parti cipants, but that 
was probably an exaggeration). 
There w ere also lawyers, act ivist 
m inisters, heads of community 
groups interested in visiting prisons, 
directors of education programs fo r 
pri soners, legislati ve aides to leg is
lators w orking on -pri son issues, 
even school pr inci pals. 

A Un ited Methodist ministe r from 
Portl and, Oregon, the Rev. Au stin 
Ri chard son, had come to Boston 
loo kin g fo r stati sti cs to " build a case 
fo r alternati ves" to pri sons. He is 
hoping to block the building o f a 
new pri son in Oregon . No stranger 
to pri son issues, he had managed to 
get a bill throu gh the Oregon leg is
lature l imiting to 60 days the t ime 
a person could spend in ja il before 
tri al. " I don't see the church ad
dressi ng th ese kind of issues," he 
to ld me. 

A number of Corrections officials, 
social w orkers, and " pri sons ex
perts" o f one sort o r another 
seemed to be there to explain that 
their parti cular program in their 

state was the most enl ightened and 
p rogress ive effo rt in peno logy sin ce 
an angel of the Lo rd helped Pete r 
break out of Herod 's prison. " I am 
proud of the approach we have 
here in M assachusetts . . ." was 
heard more than once-whi ch is a 
little surpri sing since one of the sta rs 
of the con fe rence, John Boone, had 
been fi red from several co rrections 
pos itions in Massachuse tts for his 
avant-garde views on such things as 
paying prisoners the m inimum wage 
for the work they do and perm itting 
them to fo rm pri soners unions. At 
one sess ion, three social w orkers 
were describin g at length the di ffi
culti es o f interviewing offenders 
w hen they were in te rrup ted fro m 
the floor by a partic ipant annoyed 
at so many se lf-serving speeches. 

Will Diversion Work? 

A majo r focus of the confe rence 
was on divers ion, programs aimed 
at keeping peop le charged w ith a 
crime out of pri son. Some 33 states 
have a total of 11 5 pre-tri al " inter
vention" programs. The crimin al 
justi ce sys tem has p rescribed rul es 
for eligi bil ity fo r these programs, 
and criteria vary from state to state. 
Donald Phelan, Director of the 
Hudson Cou nty Pre-Trial D iversion 
Project in New Jersey, emphas ized 
the need fo r " to tal cooperati on" 
from prosecuto rs, j udges and po li ce 
fo r his type of program. H is pro
gram interviews 1500 a year, reject
ing some 50% of those w ho ap
ply fo r dive rsion, but ending up 
wi th an exce ll ent success rati o of 
only 11 % w ho are rea rrested. The 
money for these programs has to 
come " fro m loca l coffe rs" in Hud
son county, and i t takes about $250,-
000 a yea r, of w hi ch 95 % goes to 
staff sa lari es. Afte r six months, a 
" cli ent" ga ins a recommendation of 
d ismissa l if he cooperates, and if he 
is successful he can have his record 

expu nged, so there is a practical re
ward for coopetation . " We now 
have a large number of police re
ferring defendants to the program," 
said Phelan, who admitted however 
that un fortu nately a disproportion
ate number of those excluded from 
the program were b lacks because 
" ce rtain types of crime we can ' t 
work with." His program al so ex
cludes people charged with either 
ve ry mi nor or very serious crimes. 
Evidently, Phelan has had enough 
success with pre-trial diversion that 
New Jersey is plan ning to estab
l ish 14 sim il ar centers around the 
state, using his p rogram as the 
model. 

However, not everyone is com
p letely so ld on diversion. Frank Jas
mine, of the American Bar Associa
tion 's Pre-Trial Di version Center, 
said that " di version is here to stay, 
but it is not a panacea and will not 
so lve all the prob lems in the crim
inal j ustice system." He asked 
w hether in fa ct it is not " another 
fo rm of socia l control. " Others ques
tioned whether pre-trial dive rsion 
d es not simpl y " extend the net of 
the j ustice system" to peopl e w ho 
mi ght otherwise never go to prison 
or might not even be convicted. 
Said Jessica Mitford, author of Kind 
and Usual Punishment, diversion 
" sounds marvelous, but it may only 
touch the li ghtest offenders who 
wouldn 't have gone to pri son any
way." Furthermore, she said , as you 
divert some people " the system w ill 
be all the mo re harsh on the non
dive rted." Divers ion program s are 
initiated by the criminal ju sti ce sys
tem. 

Juveni le Justice 

Another con fe ren ce focus w as on 
juveni les, and for thi s the confer
ence hea rd from Indiana Senator 
Birch Bayh w ho chairs the Senate's 
Subcommittee to Inves tigate Juve-
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nile Delinquency and also just hap
pens to be running for President. 
" Each year," said Bayh, " scanda
lous numbers of juveniles are un
necessarily incarcerated in crowded 
juvenile or adult institutions sim
ply because of the lack of an alter
native. The need for such alterna
tives to provide an intermediate 

doesn ' t want to fund a program for 
criminal offenders under twenty
five," said Bayh. " What we need is 
to look at programs for what they 
are in lessening the cost to society 
in the long run ." Bayh was grilled 
by some participants for his early 
support of Senate Bill 1, a proposed 
new criminal code which contains 

"SCANDALOUS NUMBERS OF 
JUVENILES ARE UNNECESSARILY 

INCARCERATED IN CROWDED 
INSTITUTIONS 

step between essentially ignoring a 
youth 's problems or adopting a 
course which can only make them 
worse, is evident." Bayh bewailed 
the fact that legislation he authored, 
known as the " Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquence Prevention Act of 1974" 
was signed into law by President 
Ford but no administrator has been 
assigned to the office the act 
created in the Law Enforcement As
sistance Administration and " not a 
penny" has been spent on the act. 
Bayh's bill provides, among other 
things, for bloc grants to state and 
local governments to public and 
private agencies to develop juvenile 
justice programs with emphasis on 
prevention, community-based pro
grams to traditional incarceration, 
and also includes the " Runaway 
Youth Act," which was his proposal , 
permitting local communities to es
tablish temporary shelter care 
facilities for the estimated one mil
lion youngsters who run away each 
year. " It is likely," he says, " that 
the availability of these alternatives 
will help to reduce detention facili
ties' population problems." How
ever, President Ford's " Crime Con
trol Act of 1976" wou Id repeal 
important provisions of the Juvenile 
Justice Act. " I cannot understand a 
Presiden t w ho talks about crime but 

SIMPLY BECAUSE OF 
THE LACK OF 

AN ALTERNATIVE." 
-SENATOR BIRCH BAYH 

some repressive prov1s1ons, but he 
successfully defended himself by 
saying he hoped to change the bill 
and got off it after he realized he 
couldn ' t. 

Reform or Radical Change? 

Throughout the conference there 
was a tension, perhaps inevitable, 
between those working for reform 
and progress within the criminal jus
tice system and those who took a 
more radical point of view. Among 
the latter were several " offenders" 
who spoke at different times . One 
said that virtually "all alternatives 
reflect the establishment-they are 
just a long series of bureaucratic 
shams and frauds" and the confer
ence hadn ' t faced up to the basic 
question that " crime in America 
is an economic issue." Another 
" con " who had been let out of Wal
pole on a " cultural release time" to 
attend the conference spoke rather 
movingly, if not ih the most pol
ished prose. " You cannot have re
habilitation and punishment at the 
same time and in the same space 
... I'm here to tell you if there's 
anything you can do, you ' re doing 
it for yourselves." Attorney Ira 
Lowe said " prisons are inherently 
evil. They must be abolished ." He 
proceeded to give a timetable 
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whereby in ten years only the most 
hard-core cases would be in prisons. 

On the other hand there were 
many voices of those " within " the 
system who urged participants to 
remember that " there are many good 
people" attempting to make the 
best of a bad arrangement. A man 
who has been a parole board mem
ber in New York state since 1959 
urged everyone to remember that 
" we are in business tomorrow and 
we have to judge between human 
lives." " Over the year," he said, 
" I've served in this business and 
I've prayed to the good Lord to 
give me the power to do this . ... 
All you enthusiastic people aren't 
going to be successful without dis
cretionary decision making." There 
are some folks, he said, who are 
doing the best job they can . 

Judge Charles Halleck of Wash
ington, D.C., who described himself 
as " a recidivist" because he has 
twice been a voluntary prisoner to 
see what the system is like (a pro
cedure widely recommended for all 
judges) described the " agony" he 
goes through in meting out sen
tences (to which Jessica Mitford re
plied that he shouldn't be in the 
judging business). " I'm never sure 
what I've done is right. ... We are 
a long way from having answers to 
judiciary's role in sentencing." Hal
leck seemed to favor the California 
model of indeterminate sentences, 
but Jessica Mitford called this "a 
disaster" for the offender. 

Why Prisons Fail 

Another Judge, Charles R. Richey 
of the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia, declared that 
the solution to the nation's crime 
problem is not going to be solved 
by continuing with the two-hun
dred-year-old corrections systems 
" which by most every reasonable 
standard is an abject failure ." He 
ticked off the reasons why the 
prisons fail : there is inadequate pro
vision and properly trained staff for 
training inmates in realistic voca
tions (how much need is there 
" outside" for license plate makers?), 
the staff is not trained for treatment 
of emotional disorders and coun
selling, a myriad of discriminatory 
laws prevent ex-offenders from 
getting jobs, the parole system is 
antiquated and based solely on " the 
severity of the offense," the diet is 



inadequate and dull, libraries are 
bad, limited access to family and 
friends, •and there is a " lack of ele
mental safety" from murder, rape, 
and other crimes against inmates. 
Judge Richey urged support of a set 
of minimum standards for sen
tencing adopted recently by the 
American Bar Association, specifi
cally that sentences not ignore the 
circumstances of the offender, that 
the sentences be sharply reduced to 
"approximately the five year range" 
for most offenses, and that the first 
sentencing alternative be probation, 
which should be available " in every 
case, perhaps with limited excep
tions such as for murder or treason," 
followed by partial confinement, 
and then total confinement ("where 
it would unduly depreciate the se ri
ousness of the offense for a differ
ent sentence to be imposed"). 
Richey lauded the state of Minne
sota for seeming to go furthest in 
the direction of abandoning the old 
system in favor of community-based 
corrections, as well as having a 
"restitution center program" where
in, after four months in prison, can-

"IN EVERY SOCIETY, 
CRIMINAL LAWS 
REFLECT THE 
DOMINANT CLASS 
IN THAT SOCIETY." 
- JESSICA MITFORD 

didates are screened for release to 
the program. The offender agrees to 
pay back the victim of a robbery or 
burglary, is given help in finding 
employment and allowed to visit his 
family on weekends. A similar pro
gram in Saginaw, Michigan had only 
2.5% failure rate, "which is a great 
deal less than the national recid i
vism rate of 60%." 

" Our entire cor rectiona l apparat
us is in need of drastic surgery with 
new emphasis on the need for com
munity treatment centers," sum
marized Richey. He also es timated 
that on ly about 15% of the offend
ers now in prison should be there, 
the rest should be given vocational 
training, counse ling and therapy, or 
jobs in community treatment cen
ters or halfway houses. " We shou ld 
abandon the notion that prisons can 
rehabilitate people as they are pres
ently constituted and operated," he 
asserted. 

Another judge, Chief Justice 
Franklin Flaschner, of the Massachu
setts District Court, also supported 
the American Bar Association rec
ommendations on sentenci ng, say
ing the minrmum amount of 
sentence shou ld be granted "con
sistent with the protection of the 
public, the gravity of the offense 
and the possibility of rehabi litation ." 

Prisons and Funerals 

· At a closing session, author Jes
sica Mitford noted that her interest 
in the funeral business (she wrote 

" The American Way of Death" ) 
and prisons overl ap in that "both 
deal with putting people in boxes" 
and also both deal heavily in 
euphemisms ("caskets" instead of 
coffi ns, " co rrections administrators" 
instead of guards). She appeared to 
ridicule some of the popularly dis
cussed alternatives, including work 
release programs, which she de-

scribed as " a terrible idea" in which 
most of the money goes to pay the 
guards. She also urged participants 
to " watch out for good soundi ng 
rules" such as the pat phrase " we 
must reintegrate the offender into 
the main stream of society." " In 
every society," she said, cr imina l 
laws reflect the dominant class in 
that society. " She said that althou gh 
she felt pess imistic (" I see no so lu 
tion ahead at al l"), one criteria 
would be whether reforms ca lled 
for more money to build prisons, 
w hi ch wou ld be bad, or w hether 
they moved in the direction of abo
lition of prisons. She urged support 
for " all actions that shift power 
relations and restore human dig
nity to the convict." She also fav
ored decriminalizing vict iml ess 
crimes, decriminalizing the use of 
heroin (" The person should be able 
to get any amount they want from a 
doctor"), supporting gun control 
" starting with the police," abolish
ing cash bail , suppo rting prisoners' 
unions (" there should be a demo
cratica ll y elected union of con
victs" ), and a fair wage for jobs per
formed by convicts. Miss Mitford's 
latest book is " Kind and Usual 
Puni shment," based on interviews 
with convicts. 

Schools for Crime 

Miss Mitford's stance as a modem 
day Joshua about to blow the prison 
walls down was in keeping with the 
spi rit of the conference, though few 
of the wardens and judges and 
cri min o logists present would be in 
comp lete su pport of everything she 
proposed. There was an occasional 
awareness verba lized that the mood 
of the country is probably in the 
other direction, toward building 
more prisons despite the astronomi
ca l costs (ave rage $14,000 per pri s
oner a yea r) of prisons. 

Sti ll , as Judge Ri chey pointed out, 
what the pub li c easily forgets is that 
97 % of persons in prison will even
tual ly be back on the street. What 
kind of person will that be back on 
the street? As prisons are currently 
constituted they are undeniably a 
school for crim e. Cl early, a society 
in wh ich the crime rate ri ses by 13-
18% a year must take another look 
at those schools for crime and ask 
if there are any altern atives to in
carce ration . Thi s first national con
ference of that subject was a good 
first step in that direction . • 



Sharing Mutual Concerns- The new 
ministers raised many questions at the 
opening session : How can they perform 
all the many duties they're responsible 
for in just one short day, or week? Can 
a pastor participate in Sunday school 
classes when he or she has a multiple 
charge? Would they, as new pastors, be 
able to get along with the "power struc
ture" who may "run things" in their 
church? If you're a male minister, what 
will the congregation think if your wife 
wants her own career outside the church? 
Larry Morrison (right) talks about some 
of these problems as the ministers 
shared needs in small groups. 

Joe Roush, a lay pastor in Asbury 
Greater Parish in Harrison County, who's 
had some experience in the ministry, 
offers some advice to Kerry King, a re
cent Asbury Seminary graduate who has 
churches in Harlem Springs and Kilgore 
(above). 

As in other professions, the new min
isters may have "to live with a little pain 
at first," warned the Rev. W. Paul Brown 
of the East Ohio Council on Ministries' 
staff, a workshop leader. " But we want 
to help you feel more prepared in serv
ing Jesus Christ in the charge where you 
are now." 

It's a gigantic step in life ... becoming a new minister in the United 
Methodist Church. Especially if you're young, just out of seminary and 
a bit unsure about your abilities. You're not unsure about your com
mitment to Christ, but ... there are many other questions . . . about 
your relationship to your congregation, to the church structure, to the 
community where you live. 

These concerns- and others- were discussed at the 12th annual East 
Ohio Conference Workshop for Beginning Ministers last July at Bethesda 
Learning Center in southeast Ohio. Thirty-one new ministers, six of 
them women, attended. Here are some highlights of the workshop. 



Preaching the Word- The Rev. 
Michael Williams of North Olm
sted, Ohio, advised the new minis
ters not to feel guilty if they 
believe their sermons don' t immedi
ately change people's lives. Quot
ing from the third chapter of Ezekiel 
where God calls on the prophet to 
" be a watchman and give them 
warning for me," he said, " Remem
ber, it is not on our heads if peo
ple don' t change. God only expects 
us to be faithful to the Word . God 
changes lives. We don ' t. " But he 
added, " Don ' t be afraid to hear 
yourself what God is saying." 

He went on to talk about " need-

centered" sermons, those which 
give peopl~ something to reassure 
them and also those which may 
question their value patterns, such 
as their attitudes toward minorities 
or other issues. And he noted that 
the small town and country United 
Methodist congregations-where 
many of the new ministers are serv
ing- need " training, enabling, love 
and caring," even more than in 
other larger churches. 

How can the new minister eval
uate his or her sermons? " Try a lay 
listening group," advised Pastor 
Williams. " Take eight people or so 
and ask them to discuss your ser-

mon technique with you right after 
the Sunday service once a month. 
It' s one of the best ways for a new 
person in the ministry to get 
started." 

Serving the Community- Besides 
ministering to their own congrega
tion, the new UMC ministers also 
should think about the larger com
munity, said the Rev. Harold Mc
swain (left), director of the Rural 
Ministries Training Program of the 
two Ohio Conferences. " You might 
preach and pray about community 
needs forever, but you won ' t change 
much unless you get to the actors
the politicians and elected people," 
he declared, "and one small rural 

church ca n' t do much about it un
less it coope rates with other 
churches in the community." As an 
example of ecumenical coopera
tion he cited Morgan County, Ohio, 
Cooperative Christian Ministri es, 
whose •board is shown (right, 
below), where people from fifteen 
congregations got together and de
cited they needed a youth program. 
Mike Morris, a Methodist Theologi
cal School student intern under 
Rural Ministries Training Program, 
began a youth drop-in center in M c
Connelsville, Morgan County seat, 
last summer. Now the Morgan 
County churches are sponsoring 

joint family life programs. 
The advantages of cooperative 

parishes in strengthening program 
and worship of United Methodist 
rural churches also were stressed . 
Asbury Greater Parish, headquar
tered in Cadiz, is an example of 
"e ight United Methodist Churches, 
all se rved by part-time pastors, com
ing together in a beautiful way," 
said the Rev. Don Burge, St. Cl airs
vi ll e, Ohio, district superintendent. 
Bes ides shared ministerial services, 
Greater Asbury's churches took the 
lead in organizing citizen opinion 
so that a badly needed in creased 
school levy was passed. Another is
sue (left, above) with which the 
parish may concern itse lf is dep le-
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tion of Cadiz water supply because 
of widespread strip mining in the 
area. 

" I think the cooperative parish is 
a process by which small United 
Methodist Churches are going to 
survive," · said Mr. Burge. 11 1 don't 
approve of closing small churches. 
Instead, we should create patterns 
where ministers can share services 
and bring needed activities to all the 
members. The same principle ap
plies to inner city churches." 

Recognizing Women- Women 
ministers added a new-sometimes 
unanticipated dimension- to the 
workshop. At an evening session, 
two ministers and their wives-an 
older and a middle aged couple-
discussed their lives in the church . l 
The role of the minister's. wife-
some wives attended the workshop 
- dominated much of the conver
sation. Consensus seemed to be that 
the pastor's wife should have free-
dom " to be what she wants to be." 
If she enjoys participating in church 
activities such as Sunday school and 
women's groups, she should be ac-
ti ve in them, but, on the other hand, 
if she prefers outside activities, she 
should be free to pursue those also. 

While helpful , the discussion 
didn ' t really hit on the needs of the 
six women pastors, such as Netty 
Burkey of Mt. Zion UMC in Bucy
rus (left, below). The special situa
tion of women finally was noted by 
a wo rkshop observer and then some 
suppressed frustrations came out. 
" The family that gave me a room 
didn 't think about feeding me, as 
they probably would have done for 
a man," said a single woman min
ister. " I had to eat in restaurants." 
Added another, " My husband still 
isn' t accepted by my congregation." 
The process can work in the re
verse, though, according to Mary 
Scales of Marietta (right, above), who 
said her congregation provided her 
with a safer, and more expensive, 
apartment than a single young man 
might have received . 

Nevertheless, East Ohio Confer
ence is very open to appointment 
of women ministers, all agreed , 
though seminary training and dis
trict and conference orientation are 
still basically male-centered. But the 
women credited men at the work
shop " with thinking about termi
nology and beginning to be more 
conscious of us." 



ISSU€S 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

General Juan Velasco Alvarado 
had been leader of Peru 's military 
junta since 1968. When he was 
ousted last August in a bloodless 
coup by General Francisco Morales 
Bermudez, his trusted prime minis
ter, army commander in chief and 
heir apparent, it was a takeover not 
without precedent. For ever since 
Peru's independence from Spain in 
1824, its government has been 
overthrown by the military at least 
22 times. 

The new president has promised 
Peruvians continuity in government 
policies, vowing not " to change an 
inch" of the ideological or political 
guidelines followed by his prede
cessor. Humanistic, socialist, and 
Christian values will continue to 
shape the revolution , he said. 

dians speak only an Indian lan
guage, Quechua or Aymara, they are 
isolated from the Spanish-speaking 
cultures of the coast and from na
tional life. (In addition to Spanish, 
Quechua was made an official lan
guage in 1975.) Most Indians live in 
poverty, are poorl y fed and often ill. 

Persons of racially mixed back
ground (including the middle class) 
make up 52 per cent of the popula
tion ; the other 46 per cent is pure 
Indian . 

Before 1968, an oligarchy of 40 
families controlled Peru . Although 
approximately half the population 
earns its living from agriculture, four 
per cent of the population owned 
75 per cent of the land . Twelve 
hundred landowners controlled 60 
per cent of the arable land, while 
one-third of the landowners had 
fewer than five acres each . This un
just system operated w ith the ac
quiescence of the middle class, 
interested in pursuing its own eco-

~PERU 
nomic and political advancement. 

Conditions in the mines and fish
ing ports of pre-Velasco Peru were 
hardly better than those in the 
mountains. Urban areas acquired 
slums as landless peasants moved to 
the city in search of a better life. 

Nationalism was also a major fac
tor in the 1968 coup. U.S. com
panies controlled over 65 per cent 
of the gross national produ ct, and 
by 1967 nearly 75 per cent of Peru 's 
oil was foreign controlled . An Amer
ican-owned business, the Inter
national Petroleum Company, had 
the major private monopoly on oil 
production and distribution . Gen
eral Velasco's predecessor, Fernan
do Belaunde Terry, in his 1962 cam
paign had promised to negotiate a 
settlement with IPC within 90 days, 
but by 1967 a settlement still had 
not been reached. Nationalistic 
army officers demanded that Bel 
aunde seize all of IPC'S assets, but 
instead he took only the oil fi elds 

Peru 's revolution began in 1968, 
when General Velasco and the 
military overthrew the constitution
alist government of Fernando Bel
aunde Terry. Their aims, Velasco 
said , were to free Peru from foreign 
domination and to provide an or
ganization of social justice without 
economic exploitation . 

U.S. companies controlled over 65 per cent of the gross national product in 1968. 

The country General Velasco set 
out to reform is marked by diver
sity, its people fragmented by race, 
income, and geography. The over
powering Andes mountains run the 
length of Peru, and it also has coas
tal areas and jungles, some of which 
lack connecting roads to any of the 
large cities. Each area has distinctly 
different cultures and languages, a 
fact which fosters regionalism rather 
than unity. 

Indians live in the Andes, having 
survived 400 years since their Inca 
ancestors were conquered by the 
Spanish . Although they constitute 
almost half of Peru 's population of 
13.5 million, they form the bottom 
level of its society. Since most In-
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The changes wrought in Peru 's educational system are some of the most rapid and 
far-reaching in the Third World. 

and then signed a cont ract perm it
ting the company to conti nue re
fining and marketing Peru 's oi l. 
Popular opinion held that he had 
so ld out. 

In October, 1968, the mil itary 
seized power, and six days late r ex
propriated IPC witho ut com pensa
tion. The company's va lu e was es
timated at $208 m ill ion. Ve lasco's 
takeove r received overwhe lming 
national suppo rt. 

Ve lasco's regi me establ ished itself 
as the fi rst Peruvian governm ent 
dedicated to improvi ng the lives of 
the masses. It made great changes 
in national li fe during its nea rl y 
seven yea rs of existen ce, primaril y 
through ed ucation and the most 
radical and extensive land reform in 
the country's-and the con tinen t's 
-history. 

The mil ita ry government rejects 
the label of social ist w hich its re
forms sometimes earn it and cl aims 
its policies are those of neither 
capita lism nor commun ism but rep
resent " a third way." They have con
ducted thei r experiments wi th a 
minimum of repress ion . 

Agrarian Reform 

The Agrarian Reform Act, decreed 
in June, 1969, broke the o ligarchy's 
economic and po litica l powe r. 
Throughout Peru the governm ent 

expropriated w ith compensation 
landholdings of 390 acres or more, 
lands abandoned for more than 
three years, and fa rms too small and 
poor to support their owners . It 
made no exceptions, even for the 
large coastal su ga r plantati on s, 65 
per cent of w hich were owned by 
the U.S. and other fo reign interests. 
At the same time the government 
ended centuries-old injustice by 
nationalizing all water rights. 

Privately owned farm s still exist, 
bu t they must be worked by their 
owners and must be no larger than 
395 acres. 

Large efficient estates w ere not 
broken into smaller farms but are 
run as cooperati ves or agrarian com
munities, ow ned by both the state 
and the workers. Profits are shared 
w ith poor communities nearby. 

The Tupac Amaru Agricultural So
ci ety of Social Purpose is one gov
ernment attempt to avoid creating 
a new rural elite. It is an Andean 
sheep ranch on land formerly be
longing to the U.S.-owned Cerro 
Corporation . Now, 5,000 families 
I ive on its seven ran ches and 16 In
d ian communities, and they invest 
their profits in su ch economic and 
soc ial projects as road s, medical 
se rvices and training programs. 

Si nee the 1969 " Day of the Rural 
Laborer," 175,000 peasant families 
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have rece ived 10.7 million acres of 
land. When agrarian reform is com
pl eted by the end of this year, some 
25 million acres will have been ex
propriated, affecting 72 per cent of 
the arabl e land in the country. 

Despite the fact that social justice 
has taken priority over economic 
con siderations, the land reform has 
been a success : agricultural pro
du ction has increased at an annual 
rate of 1.6 per cent. 

Problems remain , however. Al 
th ough 175,000 families have been 
given access to the land, one mil
li on fa mili es still live on subsistence 
plots. There is such a shortage of 
arable land that even if farm hold
ings w ere reduced to half an acre 
per person, some 4.6 million peas
ants would remain landless. Land 
reform has created two rural classes 
of " haves" and " have nots," but 
otherw ise it has not created many 
visible changes in the social struc
ture. 

Urbanization 

Peru has also experienced the 
worldwide trend of urbanization. 
Most of its economic development 
has been concentrated on the coast, 
and so the coastal cities have be
come the destination of migrants 
from the mountains searching for 
jobs. Migration to the crowded 
cities is continuing at a rate of six 
per cent a year. Even if migrants are 
able to find work in a time of grow
ing unemployment, housing is 
scarce. One-third of Lima's three 
million residents live in slums. 

Barriadas, peripheral settlements 
on the outskirts of large cities, are a 
response to the housing shortage. 
They are constructed almost entire
ly of straw huts and lack sewerage 
and w ater, but they house several 
thousand people in a climate cold 
enough in winter to require wool
ens. 

Some of Peru 's slums date back 
several decades. Barriadas were es
tablished most frequently in the 
1950's and '60's by invasions in 
which thousands of people moved 
onto land in one night. A Law of 
the Barriadas was passed in 1963, 
aiming at the improvement of con
ditions, and a governing body was 
formed to secure such services as 
schools, water, lights, and sewerage. 

Velasco's government concen
trated less on the urban areas than 



the rural ones, and it is now the 
ci ties which will determine the 
revolution 's success or failure. 

Educational Reform 

The changes wrought in Peru 's 
educational system by the military 
government are some of the most 
rapid and far-reaching in the 
Third World. It has achieved them 
through an institution called el 
nucleo educativo national, the 
community-centered nucleus. One
fourth of Peru's schools have been 
replaced by NEC's, and commu
nities are demanding that the other 
three-fourths be replaced by them 
rapidly. Most NEC's now existing 
are primary schools in rural areas. 

The NEC's curriculum is designed 
for relevance and practicality. Its 
subject matter extends to national
ism and politics, including the 
ideology of the current government. 
Participation in community affairs is 
stressed and students may take 
part in literacy or clean-up cam
paigns. NECs are used in the eve
nings for literacy classes, vocational 
education, and meetings. The com
munity awareness NECs encourage 
has sometimes resulted in demands 
for the local government to make 
improvements. 

Since educational reform is aimed 
at preparing people of all ages to 
serve society, schools encourage 
group participation rather than indi
vidual competition. 

Peru devotes one-fourth of its an
nual budget to education, but 
despite this financial commitment 
and successful educational innova
tions, much remains to be done : 30 
per cent of its adults are classified 
as illiterate. 

Industrial Development 

The Peruvian economy is diversi
fied. It profits significantly from 
tourism and it produces as its ma
jor exports coffee, sugar, cotton, 
minerals, and fish meal , made from 
the anchovy catch which has made 
Peru the world 's leading fish pro
ducing country. It is also the fourth 
largest producer in the world of 
copper, which presently provides 30 
per cent of its foreign exchange. 
Most industry is located on the 
coast, with the heaviest concentra
tion in and around Lima. 

The Velasco government made 
many changes in business and 
industry as well , among them the 

expropriation of foreign-owned en
terprises, the nationalization of in
dustries, and the restriction of 
foreign participation in domestic 
operations. It has gai ned control of 
large segments of the ecoAomy that 
foreign companies, primarily the 
U.S., controlled, and it has given the 
state control of banking and market
ing of major expo rts. 

The Velasco regime did not forbid 
foreign investment but in fact at
tracted more than any of its prede
cessors. Germany and Japan have 
been heavily invol ved economi cally 
in Peru, but since the ea rly 1950's 
the U.S. and England have held most 
of the long-term foreign investment. 
Peru now receives more private 
American investment capital than 
any other Latin American country 
except Venezuela. 

Foreign investment has gone pri
marily into mining and develop
ment of the jungle regions of the 
Amazon basin , where the state oil 
company, Petroperu, struck oil in 
1972. Surveys show rese rves of 600 
million barrels, and twenty com
panies, in cooperation with the 
Peruvian government, are searching 
for it, spending millions of dollars 
in the process. The oil sea rch has 
produced 15,000 new jobs but also 
has caused inflation . Peru expects 
to realize income from its petrole
um and minerals in three to fou r 
years. 

Programs have been put into ef
fect which will eventually give in
dustrial workers a voice in running 
their company and a 50 per cent 
share of its profits . Workers are to 
be involved in owning and manag
ing mining, industry, f ishing, tele
communications, oil , and electric 
power plants. 

Foreign Relations 

The 1968 coup also marked a defi
nite turning point in Peru 's foreign 
relations. The reform s it initiated are 
considered by many to be the most 
revolutionary in Latin America, and 
it is becoming a leadi ng force on 
the continent. 

Since 1971 the country has hosted 
conferences of Third World nations, 
established diplomatic and trade re
lations with mainland China and 
severa l Eastern European countries, 
and led the movement to have Cuba 
reinstated as a member of the Or
ganization of American States-sig
nifi cant since Peru was inst rumental 

in bringing about Cuba's original 
expulsion . 

U.S.-Peru vian relations have been 
strained not only by the military 
government's expropriation of U.S. 
property but also by a conflict in
vo lving sovereignty over coastal 
waters. Peru has claimed sovereign
ty within a 200-mi le limit from its 
coast, while the U.S. recognizes on ly 
a 12-mile lim it. Peru has repeatedly 
seized U.S. tuna boats fishing within 
the waters it claims, and the U.S. has 
retaliated by cutti ng its aid to that 
country. 

Under Ve lasco Peru has moved 
closer to the USSR, which provided 
it with sophisticated military equip
ment. Whether General Morales wi ll 
continue or reverse this trend is un
clear, as are the outlines of his for
eign policy in general . 

Velasco's Fall, Morales' Rise 

The first years of the revolution 
accomplished much, but Velasco 
never became especially popular, 
and he and the military as a w hol e 
lacked significant popu lar suppo rt. 
Persons who have benefitted from 
the revolution have not developed 
affection for the government, and 
they often resist further reforms 
which might r~quire them to share 

Despite agrarian reform, one million 
families still live on subsistence plots. 
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their gains with poorer citizens. 
Promised improvements are slow to 
be realized , and the government 
seems to control most decisions. 

Peru At A Glance 

The world economic condition 
and internal changes have contrib
uted to Peru 's present economic 
problems. Inflation is spiraling, un
employment is increasing, and the 
economy is in trouble because of 
soaring food prices and shrinking 
foreign loans. 

Since 1968 the military has sought 
to stifle the influence of political 
parties, labor unions, professional 
and business associations, and the 
press. In a country with a deep
seated feeling for civil rights and 
a tradition of freedom of the press, 
these actions were resented . Velasco 
in recent yea rs arrested or expelled 
his opponents and expropriated 
newspapers, leaving his government 
with no opposition in the press. In 
June, 1974, he outlawed one of the 
country's major political parties, 
and, in ~February, 1975, the army 
killed 30 striking policemen. Charges 
that his presidency was becoming a 
dictatorship were heard throughout 
Latin America. Observers detected 
signs of possible dissension within 
the ranks of the junta, which the 
events of August 29 proved correct. 

General Morales in his short 
time in office has already given a 
civilian a cabinet post, the first such 
occurrence in nearly seven years . 
His appointment of a banker and 
economist as Minister of Economy 
and Finance has been hailed as 
movement away from Velesco's in
creasing rigid ity. 

Morales has also passed a decree 
granting amnesty to political exiles 
and lifting bans on news organiza
tions. Dozens of deported politi
cians and journalists are expected to 
return. 

Widely regarded as Peru 's most in
telligent top military officer, General 
Morales is committed to the princi
ples of the revolution begun in 1968. 
He is expected to consolidate its 
gains rather than to introduce new 
reforms. 

The revolution 's actions and ac
complishments will continue to be a 
subject of worldwide debate long 
into the future. The social reforms 
promised and hoped for have not 
all been ach ieved and may never be. 
But sweeping land reform has taken 
place, and Peru can claim control 
of its natural resources. • 

Peru is located on the Pacific 
coast of South America, bounded 
by Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil , Boli
via and Chile. Long the center of 
Spanish domination in South Amer
ica, Peru declared its independence 
from Spain July 28, 1821 under San 
Martin and actually won it in 1824 
under Simon Bolivar. 

About 46 percent of Peru's popu
lation of 14,500,000 (1975) are pure
blooded Indians. Some 38 percent 
are mestizo, with strong Indian line
age; 19 percent are of European 
origin, and three percent the re
mainder, mostly Negro and Orien
tal. Annual growth rate of the popu
lation is about 3 percent which 
places Peru among those countries 
experiencing a population explo
sion. 

Government: Peru has a history 
of representative government but 
has been directed since October 
1968 by a revolutionary govern
ment of the Armed Forces, which 
has instituted economic and social 
reforms tending to promote a way of 
life which it claims as neither 
capitalistic or communist. 

Products and Resources: The basic 
industry in Peru is agriculture which 
employs over 45 percent of the 
country's labor force, most of 
whom are indigenous peasants liv
ing on the margin of the country's 
economic and social life. Largest 
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agricultural exports are cotton, sug
ar and coffee. Peru is famous for its 
minerals, copper, lead, zinc, silver 
and iron ore being the principal 
ones. 

Education and Religion: Religious 
liberty prevails but the Roman Cath
olic Church is protected by the gov
ernment. Reform in education, a 
vital part of the Revolution, is aimed 
at preparing all age levels to be of 
service to society, encouraging 
group, rather than individual com
petition. Some 30 percent of the 
adults are classified as illiterates: 

Methodist History: In 1877-78 
Methodism's Rev. William Taylor 
started school-church projects at 
Callao, Lima, Mollendo, and other 
Peruvian cities, in connection with 
his self-supporting mission program 
of South America. In 1866, on his 
third journey to the west coast of 
South America as a roving Methodist 
evangelist of the South American 
Conference, Mr. Francisco G. Pen
sotti visited Peru. In 1877 he was 
appointed agent of the American 
Bible Society for the Pacific coast. 
In July, 1890, Mr. Penzotti was ar
rested and imprisoned in Callao for 
eight months, but was finally de
clared innocent by the high court 
and set free. This case, bearing on 
the cause of religious liberty in 
teaching and worship, became inter
nationally celebrated. 

About the same time the Rev. 
Thomas B. Wood was appointed su
perintendent of the Peru District of 
the Methodist Church, coming from 
the east coast of the continent where 
he had been working for a number 
of years. He started a number of 
small schools and from them grew 
the Callao School. Later his daugh
ter, Elsie, as a missionary under 
the Women's Foreign ·Missionary 
Society, founded Lima High School 
for girls, now Colegio "Maria Alva
rado." 

In January 1970, the Methodist 
Church of Peru declared its auton
omy. This meant working under its 
own constitution and naming Wen
ce!'lao Bahamonde as its first Peru
vian bishop. In 1974 the 1,300 mem
bers on the church rolls were served 
by nineteen pastors. Each of the four 
districts is served by a person who 
also serves as a local pastor. 
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WE ARE ALL POWs, by Chuck Noell 
and Gary Wood. Philadelphia, 1975: 
Fortress Press, 90 pages, $2.75. 

A combat veteran and a war resister 
-what can they have in common? Out 
of a series of conversations about the im
pact of the Vietnam war, Chuck Noell 
and Gary Wood discovered they shared 
deep experiences and feelings . This book 
is the result-an unusual source of sensi
tive insight for the "Vietnam genera
tion ." 

As a personal history of our era, this 
book is the real story of the authors and 
others like them. Although both are of 
Lutheran background and from western 
Pennsylvania, the differences are 
marked: Gary comes from a poor family, 
says he would probably have been a 
steel worker if the war had not dis
rupted his life, and has an honorable 
discharge; Chuck is the only child of 
an affiuent business man, thinks he 
would have become a college teacher 
except for the war, and changed from a 
pacifist to war resister with a federal 
court conviction. 

In the preface they say, "Ten years 
ago, we would have been indifferent to 
one another. We would not have talked 
at all, let alone found out that we had 
many of the same ideas. Today, we ex
pected to have a strong rapport with 
each other even before we met. We had 
felt it befor~huck with other Viet
nam veterans, Gary with other antiwar 
activists ." The public has been led to 
believe that people who made such 
different choices during the war are 
polar opposites in their beliefs and in
nermost feelings. Cary and Chuck found 
the reverse to be true. They . found that 
they share feelings of powerles~ness, out
rage, betrayal, and despair. 

It is the actual experiences that have 
formed the Vietnam generation. These 
are documented and compared by 
Chuck and Gary about themselves and 
others. All must deal with military ser
vice: flunked out of college, dead end 
jobs, and off to war; or, college gradua
tion, CO status, someone else off to 
war in their place. All must deal with 
social attitudes, jobs and education: 
military service experience as no help in 
entry to job or school, being ignored or 
constantly asked about killing babies, 
rising rates of suicides and other violence 

among vets ; or, rejecting CO status 
in exchange for positive resistance, do
ing volunteer service jobs with people 
who had deep problems, experiencing 
similar feelings of isolation from the 
mainstream of society. People were kill
ing and being killed in places like 
Pleiku ( 1968) , Peoples Park in Berke
ley (1969) , and Kent State ( 1970 ) . 
These were experienced by many as 
part of a single national policy. Much 
of this is described in the first two chap
ters, entitled "Still Living in Vietnam" 
and "Shooting Targets." 

The third chapter, called "Together 
Heads," begins with the following quo
tation from the psychologist Robert Jay 
Lifton: "In earlier work, I found that 
survivors of the Hiroshima holocaust 
experienced what I described as 'a 
breakdown of ... faith (or trust) in the 
structure of existence.' The same is true 
not only for large numbers of Vietnam 
veterans but, perhaps in more indirect 
and muted ways , for Americans in gen
eral. This shattered ... faith has to do 
with remaining bound by the image of 
grotesque and absurd death and equally 
absurd survival." It is in this perspec
tive that Chuck and Gary express their 

·common feeling of being both "out
laws" and "survivors." 

Throughout the book the authors show 
how people responded to· what was hap
pening to and around them. Generous 
or selfish, withdrawing or lashing out 
or reaching out, vets and resisters 
formed their own groups, as well as 
operating individually. Gary became in
volved in local vets self help programs, 
later became State Director of the Penn
sylvania Program for the Advancement 
of Veterans Education (PAVE), led 
lobbying efforts and legal action to in
crease aid for vets, <ind in 1974 became 
director of the Ministry with Veterans 
of the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. 
Chuck was active in American Friends 
Service Committee and VISTA during 
1968-73, led training in prevention of 
violence (including a team to work with 
students and faculty at Kent State just 
after the shootings there ), and since 
1973 has been associate director of 
Special Ministries/ Vietnam Generation 
-a joint effort of twelve denominations 
through the National Council of 
Churches, working with war resisters, 
veterans, and their families. 

The last two chapters focus the views 
of the Vietnam generation for the pres
ent and future under the headings "Hos
tile Territory" and "All POWs." As 
Chuck says, "Vietnam has left us feeling 
expendable, and we have taken the same 
lesson from it. The only difference is
we consider the machinery of security 
as the way the hostile environment gets 
at us, because that machinery produced 
Vietnam. Thrusting all forms of organi
zation out of our lives is our strategy of 

control . . . I've thought of America as 
a collection of reservations . Some peo
ple are confined on them, some people 
confine themselves so they can shut 
everyone else out." Gary expresses a 
similar view: " 'Reservations' are the 
cause of our worst social problems. 
They're what make you expendable in 
the first place. They make the team 
' the People.' They make everybody else 
automatically 'the Enemy.' And it's a 
short jump from making 'the Enemy' 
fit in to killing them ff if they won't." 

Although the general public impres
sion is that Vietnam is "over" and that 
post-Vietnam issues have been cleared 
up, the fact is that most post-war prob
lems remain with us. Gary and Chuck 
reported their talk with a church group 
as follows: "The two of us talked about 
the images we shared of ourselves as 
outlaws and survivors. We said that 
"amnesty," for us, had to mean more 
than a law, a program, or a formal 
proclamation . It had to include a per
sonal effort to reevaluate the Vietnam 
experience and what it meant. We said 
that our generation had a stake in see
ing that kind of reevaluation go on 
throughout the country, because it was 
the only way to bring us out of spiritual 
exile and to transform the futile suffer
ing of Vietnam into something redemp
tive.'' 

This book should be a very useful tool 
for general education about post-war 
issues and for promotion of dialogue 
and action about those issues. 

JOHN E. JORDAN 

John Jordan is Executive Secretary for 
University and Young Adult Ministries 
National Division, BOGM. 

DOING THEOLOGY IN A REVOLU
TIONARY SITUATION, by Jose Mi
guez Bonino. Philadelphia, 1975: 
Confrontation Books, Fortress Press, 
179 pages, $3.95, paper. 

For many years theology has been 
written and developed in the indus
trialized western world and given to the 
underdeveloped Third World with lit
tle thought on the part of the "giver" 
that the "receiver" might have some
thing to offer. In recent years Third 
World Christians have sought to under
stand their faith in their context of pov
erty and oppression. Theology has been 
written and developed, and now offers 
a dialogue that can help re-think U.S.
Westem European theology. 

Much of this new theological ferment 
is in Latin America, where Roman 
Catholic and Protestant theologians have 
begun to write a "theology of libera
tion.'' 

Since most that has been written re
mains in Spanish, or if translated, is 
heavy and technical, it has been diffi-
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cult for U .S. Christians to have access 
to this new theological movement. How
ever with the publication of Doing The
ology in a Revolutionary Situation by 
Argentine Methodist theologian Jose 
Miguez Bonino, English-speaking read
ers have a succinct, critical introduc
tion . 

The title is descriptive. for as Miguez 
Bonino writes, the theology of libera
tion is "not merely a new theological 
subject. but a new way of doing theol
ogy." Theological reflection is critical re
flection that grows out of the struggle 
for liberation. Truth is done, not ab
stractly known. 

The point of departure for the theol
ogy of liberation, or, as the author pre
fers, "theology in the context of the 
struggle for liberation," is the concrete 
situation. In Latin America that means 
social-political oppression and economic 
dependence. Thus it is in this historical 
context that God is understood to act. 
G-Od is not only the God of the past, but 
of the present: the God who liberated 
the Israelites from Egyptian slavery 
seeks to liberate the poor and oppressed 
from slavery today. 

Basically, God is acting in history to
day to do his will. No separation is made 
between "religious" and "secular" his
tory. Theologians of liberation seek, as 
Miguez Bonino writes quoting another 
theologian, "to maintain the integrity of 
'one God-filled history.'" The author 
explains that "God builds his Kingdom 
from and within human history in its en
tirety; his action is a constant call and 
challenge to man. Man's response is 
realized in the concrete arena of history 
with its economic, political, ideological 
options. Faith is not a different history 
but a dynamic, a motivation, and, in its 
eschatological horizon, a transforming 
invitation." 

This invitation means to take a side: 
the side of the poor. The Christian's 
participation in G-Od's liberating action 
always means solidarity with the poor 
and oppressed. 

As Christians join the struggle for lib
eration, they must use the "rational 
tools" available for social analysis . This 
is basic for the theology of liberation, 
for, differing from more traditional theo
logizing, it consciously and heavily 
utilizes the social sciences as tools for 
the theological enterprise. 

It is in this context that Marxist so
cial analysis plays an important role. A 
real contribution of Miguez Bonino' s 
book is his careful, critical presentation 
of the relationship between Marxist 
social analysis and Christian action. 

Although the author considers him
self part of the new movement, he is 
not without his criticisms, especially of 
its ecclesiology. For him, it shows much 
"unclearness and hesitation." He affirms 
that "only in the struggle for the libera-

tion of the poor will the Church be
come the one true Church." but quickly 
warns that if the cause of Jesus Christ 
anrl therefore the Church is "totally and 
without rest equated with the cause of 
social and political revolution, either the 
Church and Jesus Christ are made re
dundant or the political and social revo
lution is clothed in a sacred or semi
sacred gown." 

This means nonbelieving revolution
aries are easily labeled as "latent" or 
"unknowing" Christians. The Church 
thus ceases to be the Church, and be
comes just another institution aside any 
other whose purpose is liberation. The 
author believes that greater ecclesiologi
cal clarity is crucial, and in his final 
chapter presents his own understanding 
of the Church in the context of libera
tion. 

The first part of the book traces the 
Latin American historical situation of de
pendence and oppression, and sketches 
the contemporary social-political reality. 
The second part is devoted to the au
thors' own critical reflection and devel
opment of the theology of liberation 
The book is an excellent introduction 
to contemporary Latin America and to 
an important segment of contemporary 
Latin American theology. It is provoca
tive--especially in its discussion of cap
italism and Marxist social analysis
and is a genuine contribution to U.S.
Western European theology that has too 
often overlooked the political motifs in 
the life of Jesus and the God of history. 

ROY H. MAY, JR. 
Roy May is a United Methodist mission
ary in Bolivia. 

TIIlNKING ABOUT GOD, by John 
Macquarrie. New York, 1975: Harper 
and Row, 232 pages, $8.95. 

John Macquarrie is Lady Margaret 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford Univer
sity and one of the clearest writers of 
theology in the English language. Fur
thermore, he sincerely believes that the 
chief business of theologians is to talk 
about God, to put the basic experiences 
of faith into intelligible frameworks of 
thought, and to take as little refuge as 
possible in obscurantism and double-talk. 
This book includes a number of lectures 
he has given in recent years, as well as 
some new essays, testifying to his abid
ing interest in the central problems of 
God-talk: the questions of truth in a 
field such as theology, the relation of 
mystery to truth, the meaning of the 
gospel, problems of thinking about G-Od 
today, etc. 

Dr. Macquarrie comes to his task with 
a profound humility unusual in the 
world of theologians. (One wishes he 
gave us more of Macquarrie's theology 
and less of what others are thinking.) 
He is convinced that our ways of under-
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standing G-Od today will naturally be 
different from the time of our grand
parents, but at the same time he "can
not imagine any greater arrogance than 
that of supposing that for the first time 
in two thousand years one's own gener
ation is really beginning to understand 
what the Christian gospel is all about!" 
That is the sort of historical perspective 
noticeably absent from some of the 
more voluble thinkers of our day. 

Some of the most helpful parts of 
this book are Dr. Macquarrie's discussion 
of the split between "evangelicalism" 
and "social activism" that is a pro
nounced problem in many churches. He 
explores the two different ways in which 
the phrase "the Gospel of Jesus Christ" 
can be understood- as the Gospel 
preached by Jesus Christ (the Gospels) 
and as the Gospel about Jesus Christ, 
known primarily through the book of 
Acts and the letters of St. Paul. The 
basic motif in the former is the King
dom, with its appeal for social justice 
and compassion, and the motif of the 
latter is the Cross, with its appeal for 
repentance and redemption. Says Mac
quarrie : "The fulness of the gospel is 
neither an ethico-political exhortation 
separated from the truth that God was 
in Christ, nor is it a message of personal 
justification and salvation through the 
cross without regard to the practical and 
social implications of such a message. 
. . . A pietistic gospel addressed only to 
man's soul and a secular gospel ad
dressed only to his worldly needs are 
both pseudo-gospels. Nothing that does 
not touch the whole man is fully gos
pel." 

Macquarrie has a way of finding 
value in many diverse theological ap
proaches and then ever-so-gently point
ing out where he disagrees or sees the 
respective viewpoint falling short. For 
instance, in the chapter "How can we 
think of God?", a lecture he delivered at 
Jewish Theological Seminary, he dis
cusses at one point the contribution to 
theology of Buber's terminology of "1-
Thou" and the idea that we cannot 
properly talk about God, because that 
would make G-Od an "it," we can only 
address him or name him in the moment 
of encounter. Macquarrie says the dis
tinction between "I-Thou" and "I-It" is 
an important one that can help us 
avoid some of the difficulties of tradi
tional theological problems and does 
point us to the biblical G-Od who "en
counters" people. But "I-Thou" has its 
own difficulties. When one meets an
other person, surely one addresses him, 
but this should not preclude talking 
about him later or with another person 
present. In other words, sooner or later 
you have to talk about God, and that 
leads to questions of being, not just of 
inter-relationships. Later he affirms the 
language of being which has a "special 
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place" in thiriking about God. " It makes 
God meaningful to man, who knows at 
first in his own existence what it means 
to be, in an active dynamic way .... It 
opens the way to endless possibilities of 
prayer and communion-and this las t 
point is all-important, for we could not 
think of God apart from the poss ibility 
of prayer to him." 

The last section of the book is a 
series on representative modern thinkers. 
The first is Schleiermacher, the founder 
of modern liberal theology, who may 
in our own day even help us "to a re
discovery of religion," especially "the 
concurrence of feeling and thought, the 
sense of mystery and the reverence 
which it generates, the sociality of hu
man life in its ultimate context." An
other is John McLeod Campbell, the 
nineteenth century Scottish theologian 
who dared to suggest in the face of 
rigid predestinarianism that "God loves 
every child of Adam with a love the 
measure of which is the agony of his 
own Son." Campbell, says Macquarrie, 
can help us see how Christ's atoning 
work can be for all people, "yet without 
swallowing up their personal identities ." 
Other thoughtful essays are on Bult
mann ("one of those scholars who 
makes up his mind on certain funda
mental questions at the outset of his 
career, and pretty well stays with them 
later."), Heidegger, on whom Macquar
rie is the recognized authority in the 
English-speaking world, and a modern 
Scottish theologian , Ian Henderson . Per
haps the most moving chapter is on 
Daniel Day Williams, the great Ameri
can process theologian who died in 1973 
and to whom Macquarrie has dedicated 
this book. Macquarrie is not a process 
theologian himself, but he has a pro
found and high regard for its contribu
tions to theology, and this chapter is a 
lucid essay on that theme. Of Williams, 
Macquarrie writes : "He was a theolo
gian of great intellectual ability, a 
Christian of real spiritual depth and , in 
addition, one of the ablest and most con
scientious of teachers." 

This book should appeal to persons 
who want a lucid and balanced over
view of what modem theologians are 
thinking about God (granted, some 
theologians have given up thinking 
about God and are concentrating more 
on themselves, or "autobiographical" 
theology). It is not easy reading, but 
no really good book on theology is easy, 
and it will not appeal to anyone who 
believes that there are no problems in 
thinking about God in the modem day. 

Before he returned to Britain in 1970 
Macquarrie was Professor of Theolog; 
at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York and an active member of St. 
Mary's Episcopal Church in nearby 
Harlem. 

C.E.B. 

----------------- MINISTRY TO THE DEAF 
I have read with interest the article, "Hear

ing the Good ews in Oklahoma in the Sep
tember issue of the New WMld Outlook. I 
would like to point out that it is not the 
ONLY program for the deaf sponsored as a 
Conference-wide ministry as was reported in 
the article. The Southwest Center for the 

--------------------_.. hearing impaired operates as a program of 

HIS HAT IS OFF 
One of my students in New Orleans Bap

tist Theological Seminary recently handed me 
the October, 1975, issue of New World Out
look. I have read with interest and apprecia
tion two articles: one "Critical Issues in 
Latin America: Chile" and "A Sense of Dig
nity." I served as a missionary under the 
Southern Bapitst Foreign Mission Board for 
fourteen years from 1959 until 1973. Nine of 
those years were under appointment in Chile. 
It is m y second home, and a large part of 
my heait and life are still there. Thank you 
for the incisive and well documented back
ground on the actual situation in Chile. The 
follow-up article by Christian Precht gives the 
added personal dimension to the background 
article. 

My hat is off to you for an excellent piece of 
work. 

Bos ADAMS 

Associate Professor of Social Ethics 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

ew Orleans, Louisiana 

ENVIRONMENTALIST KICK ? 
I think the October cover is a real good 

picture of a junk pile beside the Hudson 
River not many miles from where you sit. 
The chair is inviting. Objects in the fore
ground are in focus. It is a nice junk yard, 
of which there used to be very many in New 
Jersey. The poles and wires for power and 
telephone occupy the second most prominent 
part of the photo. A Staten Island Ferry ap
pears near the center of the photo, with 
Brooklyn in the background. I see that the 
photo was taken after a rain . Rains, further
more, had fallen to promote excellent growth 
in the scene. 

Yes, I think I know your purpose of the 
photo. But Liberty has her back to New 
Jersey, she is out of focus beyond the poles 
and wires. You emphasized the junk yard-not 
the statue. Were you trying to "sell" (even 
"enforce") your environmentalist views on 
people? Have you fallen for the propaganda 
spewed out, polluting the minds of people? 

I cannot but consider how Cod-fearing peo
ple would see the rain water and the rank 
growth of weeds and grass, then recognize 
Cod's handiwork. The sun, rain, temperature 
and other Cod-given factors had been and 
were at work. They had been changing the 
"junk." The weeds and grass were growing 
so rampantly. The growth was more 
luxuriant, I expect, than if they were not 
there. They had been covering the discards. 

Can't we thank Cod for his Nature healing 
the wounds? Can't we remember that man, 
has been and will continue to discard ( pol
lute) his unwanted, unneeded materials, 
things that have places? 

When are we people going to comprehend 
how many of us have been so acceptive of 
the propaganda of the great environmentalist 
kick and place our trust in God? 

D. 0 . WOLFENBARGER 

Homestead, Florida 

The Methodist Mission Home of Texas and 
New Mexico. Sponsored by these five confer
ences, it serves young adult deaf who have 
"fallen through the cracks" of society either 
by not "making it" in the programs offered 
by the States, or they may never have been 
beyond the confines of their family in all 
their 18 years or more. The goal is indepen
dent living, and in the year and one-half of 
the p rogram's life, students have moved on 
into this and other communities as contributing 
memhers of society. 

The traditional ministry of the Mission Home 
has been to unwed mothers and as an adop
tion agency. We understand that we are the 
last of a disappearing service in the United 
Methodist Church to continue to provide this 
ministry. The two programs are operating as 
a complement to each other in the same facil
ity. It is a real pleasure to see an institution 
that has successfulJy turned to a new future 
without upending the old roots. 

Our "Signs of the Times" Deaf Choir wilJ 
be participating in the General Conference 
next Spring. 

FRANCES R. OPITZ 

SAID SOMETHING SENSIBLE? 
It is refreshing to note that you have, at 

long last , said something sensible regarding 
hand guns. You barely touched on the subject 
of the licensing of the users of guns, but that 
is better than the idiotic drivel that you and 
other Methodist publications have been print
ing about 'ban handguns'. 

As for the constitutional provision that "the 
right of the people to keep and bear arn1s 
shall not be infringed," the National Rifle 
Association may as well forget it . That right 
has been infringed again and again, and the 
infringements have been declared constitution
al. 

I sent a check to NRA yesterday, to help in 
their fight to stop some of the more stupid 
pr po als. 

J OHN WE LEY CARROTHERS 

Mill Valley, California 

CHRISTMAS IN BRAZIL 

The Christmas tree is not a part of the Latin 
tradition but is one of the many innovations 
brought lnto Brazil from Anglo-Saxon countries. 
Two traditions with much deeper roots in Brazil 
are the Creche and the midnight Mass. 

Early in December, many families begin to 
set up the Creche with the Christ Child lying 
in the manger and around Him, Joseph, Mary, 
and the Magi. December is summert ime in 
Brazil and often a playful breeze comes through 
the window; there may be mu ic and dancing. 
As midnight of Christmas Eve draw near, 
every one is off to the church for the midnight 
Mass. Evangelicals ( Protestants) will have their 
fellowship and program at the church beginning 
early in the evening and ending around 11 :00 
p.m. Whether in Brazil or the United States, 
may we keep Christ in Christmas. 

GLADYS OBERLIN 

Recife Pe., Brazil 
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CANADIAN ANCLICAN BISHOPS 
APPROVE WOMEN'S ORDINATION 

Women will be ordained priests in the 
Anglican Church of Canada a year from 
now, bishops of the Church decided in 
an historic 31-3 vote after many hours 
of debate. 

Collectively, they gave individual 
bishops the right to ordain qualified 
women to priestly orders as of Novem
ber 1, 1976. A handful of women have 
been admitted to the Anglican diacon
ate across the country, but no priests to 
date. 

The General Synod, the "parliament" 
of the 1,500,000-member Church, gave 
overwhelming approval for women 
priests last June. A previous Synod 
had already given approval in princi
ple. 

This year's Synod said any bishop 
could ordain a female priest "after con
sultation with the House of Bishops." 

The only "rider" that the House of 
Bishops placed on implementing their 
decision next November 1 is that there 
be no "overwhelming negative reaction" 
from other national and area Churches 
which make up the Anglican Commu
nion. 

The Canadian bishops asked their 
primate, Archbishop E . W. Scott, to 
seek out opinions on the policy from 
other leaders in the 50 million-member 
Anglican family around the world. He 
has also been asked to inform the lead
ers of the Roman Catholic and Ortho
dox Churches, neither of which has or
dained women as priests. 

In an interview, Archbishop Scott 
said he expects a favorable response to 
the Canadian Church's move. He 
pointed out that other branches of the 
Anglican Communion-notably, the 
mother Church of England, Jamaica 
and New Zealand-have approved in 
principle the ordination of women to the 
priesthood. 

"Even the Orthodox Church, which 
will be the last to take action them
selves, have told me they see no theo
logical reason against it," the primate 
said. "The Roman Catholic bishops, who 
met with eight of our bishops in Toron-

John Witherspoon 

(RNS Photo) 

NEW STAMPS FOR NEW RATES 
The U.S. Postal Service has released designs for stamps and postal stationery which will 
be issued in connection with the new postage rates that go into effect Dec. 28. Three of 
the stamps, two of which will have religious themes, are reproduced here. From le~ are: 
the 11 cent Freedom of the Press commemorative; a 9 cent postcard honoring John 
Witherspoon, Presbyterian minister, first president of Princeton, and signer of the Dec
laration of Independence; and a 24 cent stamp showing Boston's Old North Church, 
from which lanterns were hung during Paul Revere's ride. 

to last weekend, felt the same way." 
Archbishop Scott's reference was to 

the recent meeting of eight bishops 
from each Church, who decided to en
courage study and reflection among 
their members on the doctrines of the 
ministry and the Eucharist. The Angli
can Church of Canada recently broke 
off union negotiations with the United 
Church of Canada after more than 30 
years of talks. 

RNS 

VIETNAMESE RELEASE 7 
CAPTIVE MISSIONARIES 

Missionaries John Miller (second 
right) and his wife, Carolyn (right) , 
of Allentown, Pa. , look on with big 
smiles as their daughter, Luanne, 5, 
talks to newsmen in Bangkok following 
their release on October 30 by the Pro
visional Revolutionary Government of 
South Vietnam. At center is Mrs. Betty 
Mitchell of Cass Lake, Michigan, who 
was also released. The missionaries 
had been captured when Communist 
forces overran the Vietnam central 
highlands last March. 

Not shown but also among the seven 
American missionaries released were 
Dr. Richard and Lillian Phillips, of 
Bloomington, Minnesota, who had 
been in South Vietnam for 17 years as 
Christian and Missionary Alliance mis
sionaries. Mrs. Phillips is the sister of 
Mrs. Ruth Schevenius, a United Meth
odist missionary in Rhodesia who is 
currently on furlough in Minneapolis. 
She received a call from her sister in 
Bangkok, Thailand. The missionaries 
might have been released earlier, says 
Mrs. Schevenius, but they caught 
malaria at the camp at Ban Me Thuot 
where they had been imprisoned and 
the Communists did not wish them to 
be released in ill health. They were 
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taken to Hanoi and were released after 
their health improved. "They were also 
interrogated often," reports Ms. Sche
venius, who had been working for 
months for the release of her sister and 
brother in law, "but my sister says the 
missionaries did not mind because it 
gave them a chance to say why they 
were there." The missionaries had lost 
a little weight, but were otherwise all 
right. 

WORLD COUNCIL'S LEADER 
APPEALS TO MRS. CANDHI 

Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, has 
called on Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
to release those detained for political 
dissent and to "restore the democratic 
rights of the people for political ex
pression." 

In a letter to Mrs. Gandhi sent on 
October 17, Dr. Potter appealed espe
cially for the release of Mr. J. P. Nara
yan, a 73-year-old political opponent 
who is being held in solitary confine
ment de pite failing health. But he also 
mentioned the "wide spread distress" 
over the detention without hial of a 
very large number of other political 
prisoners. 

Dr. Potter was particularly critical of 
the powers assumed by the Executive 
under the amended Maintenance of In
ternal Security Act. No grounds need to 
be given for detaining any person and 
detainees lose all legal rights. This con
stitutes "a very serious abridgement of 
human rights," he said. 

While welcoming the economic re
form which the present Indian regime 
is attempting to carry out, Dr. Potter 
said the participation of all the people 
in nation-building requires freedom to 
disseminate information, exchange 
ideas and express opinions, including 
dissenting views. 

After calling for the release of po1iti
cal prisoners and freedom of expression, 
Dr. Potter states: "We are confident 
such steps will contribute to maximizing 
the participation of the people, and will 
strengthen your attempts for the revital
ization of the economy and for ensuring 
justice especially to the weaker sections 
of society." 

(EPS) 

CHURCH AND SOCIETY URCES 
MORE OPEN POLICY ON CAYS 

The United Methodist Board of 
Church and Society has adopted by a 
two-to-one ratio a petition to the 1976 
General Conference calling for a more 
open policy toward church membership 
for homosexuals. 

The proposal would revise the Social 
Principles to "welcome all persons re
gardless of sexual orientation into fel
lowship and membership," instead of 
the present statement that "we do not 
condone the practice of homosexuality 
and consider this practice incompatible 
with Christian teaching." 

Methodist Council on Youth Ministries 
and the Church's Family Life Commit
tee in recommending that the 1976 Gen
eral Conference establish a study com
mission on human sexuality. 

At the same time, the 90-member 
board refused to recommend deletion of 
a phrase which now says, "We do not 
recommend marriage between two per
sons of the same sex," and declined to 
recommend adoption of a definition of 
families as including "couples of the 
same sex." 

Other resolutions adopted by the 
board for transmittal to General Confer
ence urge removal of criminal penalties 
for use of possession of small amounts 
of marijuana, while supporting strong 
law enforcement efforts against the ille
gal sale of all drugs; and support un
conditional amnesty for protestors of the 
Vietnam war as "an act of reconcilia
tion." 

Board members joined the United 
In a statement on the Middle East 

similar to one adopted by the Women's 
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Division of the UM Board of Global 
Minish·ies, the church and society board 
urged an "over-all solution rather than 
a partial settlement" of the conflict and 
called for the Palestine Liberation Or
ganization (PLO ) to be included in 
negotiations as the representative of 
Palestinian Arabs. 

A call for legislation to eliminate pri
vate ownership and use of hand guns 
was adopted by the board, as was a 
statement endorsing advertising of con
traceptive techniques in the mass media. 

In another area that has attracted 
wide-spread publicity, the board voted 
to rehire Jane Mills Reed as staff head 
of the Division of Emerging Social Is
sues. The division recommended the ac
tion after some 20 hours of discussion 
in closed session. 

RECORD PROTESTANT GIVING 
REPORTED IN ANNUAL SURVEY 

Members of 44 national Protestant 
bodies contributed more than $5 billion 

in 1974, at a record per capita rate of 
$116.77, according to the annual survey 
of the National Council of Churches. 

Giving increased by 9.1 per cent 
over the previous year, but the gain was 
offset by a dollar drop of 11 per cent 
in purchasing power in 1974 due to in
flation. 

With the exception of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, which increased 
both in membership and giving, most 
major denominations reported for the 
third straight year that a decreased 
membership is giving more. 

Ten mainline Churches having a mem
bership of 27,443,000-a drop of 1.3 per 
cent from the previous year-reported 
an increase of 7.7 per cent in contribu
tions. 

The Southern Baptist Convention, the 
largest denomination in the U.S., in
creased its membership by 1.8 per cent 
for a total of 12,513,378. Contributions 
increased by 11.4 per cent. 

The ten mainline Chmches in the 
sampling are the American Baptist 
Churches in the USA; Christian Church 
( Disciples of Christ) ; the Episcopal 
Church; the Lutheran Church in Amer
ica; the Lutheran Church-Missouri Sy
nod; the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. (Southern) ; the Reformed Church 
in America ; the United Church of 
Christ; the United Methodist Church; 
and the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA. 

A record $4.2 billion was ear-marked 
for congregational expenses. Benevo
lence giving, chiefly for mission pur
poses, totaled a record $1.07 billion. 

The Seventh-Day Adventists again 
topped the list by posting the highest 
rate of per capita giving: $486.48. More 
than 70 per cent of contributions were 
earmarked by Adventists for benevo
lence or support of missions. 

Per capita (full or confirmed mem
bers) for the United Presbyterians in 
1974 was listed at $157.26. Figures for 
the United Methodists for the same year 
were not complete, but for 1973 per 
capita United Methodist giving was 
$92.99. 

SCOTTISH CHURCH REPORTS 
RISE IN CONTRIBUTIONS 

Optimistic news that Church of Scot
land (Presbyterian) congregations were 
responding well to a recent campaign 
to increase offerings was announced by 
the Commission of Assembly. 

The Rev. John Paterson, convener of 
the stewardship and budget committee, 
said congregations so far this year had 
increased their contributions to the Mis
sion and Service Fund by $133,400 over 
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This increase, he said, was equal to 

9.5%, the highest percentage rise yet to 
the fund which finances the wider work 
of the Church. 

He added, "It would be quite wrong 
not to feel a real sense of hope and en
couragement from the figures which 
bear out what has been said before
once our people know what the situa
tion is, they will respond. However, we 
have no way of telling how the increase 
is made up-we cannot count our chick
ens until the year is ended. Until then 
let us be content and hope that in the 
next 12 months the Church can concen
trate less on arithmetic and more on 
the important reasons for giving." 

Later, the Rev. William Johnston, 
convener of the Church and Nation 
Committee, told the commission in a 
fiery address that it was time for Chris
tians to show their witness "on the shop 
floor, in offices and in the market place." 

'Whether or not we are as a nation 
drifting into moral chaos is a matter of 
opinion," he said. 

"But," he emphasized, "the Church 
need make no apology for speaking out 
against evil and injustice where these 
things exist-Christian men and women 
should seize every opportunity for an 
involved and imaginative witness." 
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( Kyodan ) has accepted the resignation 
of the Rev. George Hanabusa, who 
served as General Secretary since No
vember, 1972. Hanabusa resigned for 
personal reasons. 

Japanese m1ss10nary personnel serving 
abroad and missionary personnel serv
ing in Japan. He has served on commit
tees in the Christian Conference of Asia 
and the Japan-North America Commis
sion on Cooperative Mission. He will 
continue to serve as associate pastor of 
Tokyo Itabashi Church, where the Rev. 
Mrs. Mitsue Hanabusa, his wife, is pas
tor in charge. 

The Executive Committee appointed 
the Rev. Tiyoshi Takai, executive secre
tary for general affairs, to be Acting 
General Secretary until a new General 
Secretary is appointed. A committee of 
five was appointed to bring to the next 
meeting of the Executive Committee, in 
February, a nomination for the new 
General Secretary. 

WORLD COUNCIL URGES U.N. 
TO RESCIND ZIONISM VOTE 

The World Council of Churches has 
urged the United Nations General As
sembly to "reconsider and rescind" its 
endorsement of the resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. 

Mr. Takai is a graduate of Niijima 
Gakuen, Takasaki City, and Doshisha 
University School of Theology. He 
served parishes in Beppu, Kyushu, and 
Tokyo prior to being called to be execu
tive secretary of the Joint Broadcasting 
Committee in 1969. In 1972 he assumed 
the responsibilities of the general af
fairs office. 

Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary 
of the World Council, declared the 
organization's "unequivocal opposition 
to the equation of Zionism with racism," 
and said the U .N. action was a matter 
of deep concern to the wee. Mr. Hanabusa joined the Kyodan 

staff in 1964 with responsibilities for With regard to the nature of Zionism, 

so 
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Dr. Potter said it is "a complex historical 
process, expressing many different as
pirations of the Jewish people over the 
years and is subject to many under
standings and interpretations." None of 
these, he added, "can properly be used 
to condemn Zionism as racism." 

Response by United Methodist Church 
officials to the United Nations' resolution 
on Zionism has scored the action as 
"one-sided . . . indefensible . . . and 
irresponsible." A resolution by the 
denomination's United States bishops 
and a private letter to Jewish leadership 
from the Board of Global Ministries and 
the Board of Church and Society also 
overreaction toward the discouraged U.N. 

The letter to Jewish leadership, dated 
November 14, was signed by Bishop 
Paul A. Washburn of Chicago, Ill., 
president of the Board of Global Minis
tries, the Rev. Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr. , 
general secretary, Bishop James K. 
Mathews of Washington, D.C., vice
president for ecumenical and interreli
gious affairs; and the Rev. Dr. Robert 
W. Huston, chief ecumenical staff officer. 
Signers for the Board of Church and 
Society were Bishop A. James Arm
strong, president; the Rev. A. Dudley 
Ward, general secretary; and the Rev. 
Herman Will, Jr., associate general 
secretary for world peace. 

"Out of Christian conscience," the 
agency leaders wrote, "we deplore the 
irresponsible and self-defeating vote in 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, which presumed to define 
Zionism as racist in character. To at
tempt such a definition is indefensible 
in historical perspectives." 

The resolution "solves nothing," the 
letter continued, "adds anguish to Jews 
... endangers support for the United 
Nations . . . (and) dulls the edge of 
hopes for combatting racism wherever 
it exists, precisely because definitions 
of racism and nationalism are now 
blurred." (At press time, a statement by 
United Presbyterian Church officials 
was not available.) 

The World Council's Dr. Potter 
pointed out that in 1967, a UNESCO 
document had defined racism as "anti
social beliefs and acts which are based 
on the fallacy that discriminatory inter
group relations are justifiable on 
biological grounds." 

The UNESCO statement also said 
that "racism falsely claims that there is a 
scientific basis for arranging groups 
hierarchically in terms of psychological 
and cultural characteristics that are 
immutable and innate." 

Dr. Potter declared that "there is no 
evidence that Zionism is overtly racist." 
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