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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

September, 1975 

Chile. Fifteen North American Protestant and Roman Catholic mission executives, 
including officials of the United Methodist and United Presbyterian Churches, have 
advised General Motors that it would be 11 immoral 1

' and 11 economically unwise 11 to build 
cars in Chile. The group cited 11 numerous violations of human rights and documented 
cases of tortures" since the Pinochet regime came to power two years ago and urged 
GM 1 s chairman not to make an industrial arrangement which ''wciuld be giving ... legit
imation 11 to the Chilean government. The executive secretary of the ecumenicai Com
mittee for Cooperation and Peace in Chile reports that 70 to 100 detentions are still 
taking place in Chile each month, according to Joyce Hill, Latin America secretary 
in BOGM 1 s World Division, who has just returned from Chile. Ms. Hill found the 
deteriorating economic situation "staggering" and the offices of the Peace Committee 
"swamped . " The Committee, which has provided legal, material and relocation as
sistance for more than 35,000 persons in its 22 months of existence, was denounced 
by the controlled Chilean press in a summer series of articles for defending 
11 extremists. 11 Ms. Hill, who went to Chile primarily to clarify finances with the 
Methodist Church there, stated that former tensions between the World Division and 
the Chilean church 1 eaders "seem to have been me 11owed. 11 

Alaska Ministers. The Rev. R. Melvin Vostry, 24, of Clio, Mich., who did pipeline 
construction work during college summers, has been named a United Methodist home 
missionary to serve as a chaplain to workers on the Alaska oil pipeline ... The Rev. 
Raymond G. Baines, an Alaska-born Tlingit Indian, has resigned as director of Native 
ministries for the Alaska Missionary Conference after a little more than a year in 
the new post, during which he paid special attention to the problems of Native 
education. One of only five Native Americans ordained as United Methodist ministers, 
Baines was once an ombudsman for Native American concerns on behalf of the National 
Division of BOGM. 

Award Winners. Jean Maddox and Joyce Maupin, United Methodist Voluntary Service . 
workers at Union Women 1 s Alliance to Gain Equality (Union WAGE) in Berkeley, Calif., 
have received California Woman of the Year awards from the state Commission on the 
Status of Women. Union WAGE supports the organization of unorganized women workers 
to fight discrimination, extend job protection laws and gain worker 1 s compensation 
and unemployment insurance for household workers. Another UMVS vo1unteer, Joyce 
Lawes, who works with the Treme Community Improvement Association in New Orleans, 
received an award from the city 1 s Children 1 s Bureau. TCIA itself received a Jaycee 
award last year as an outstanding community self-help program. 

Health Care . Community Concern 13, an enterprising organizati0n in inner city 
Philadelphia which has received $28,000 from United Methdist Vo1untary Services, 



has opened what may be the first community-controlled health service meeting the 
needs of the poor without federal money. The health center, funded by foundations, 
has a much-needed pharmacy. CC 13 also operates a day care facility, a mini-school 
for educational enrichment, youth programs and a library. 

Panama. Twenty-five U.S. Catholic missionaries working in Panama have sent a letter 
to President Ford voicing support of the Panamanian position of full sovereignty in 
the Canal Zone and asking that a new treaty be ratified by the U.S. Congress as 
soon as possible. According to Latin America Press, the missioners asked 11 how the 
public of the U.S. would feel if a foreign power controlled the Mississippi river 
and besides five miles bf territory on both sides of the same, flying their own 
flag, having their own schools, courts, police, postal and customs services? 11 

Africa Seminar. The Board of Global Ministries and Scarritt College are co-sponsor
ing a study-travel seminar to Africa Nov. 15-Dec. 7 which includes a visit to the 
assembly of the World Cbuncil of Churches in Nairobi, Kenya, and a look at church 
life in Angola, Rhodesia and Ethiopia. Twenty-five participants including a variety 
of local church persons are being recruited for the experience; some partial scholar
ships for the $1800 trip are available, especial1y for needy youth and ethnic 
minorities. 

U.S.-2 1 s. Eighteen young people, most of them recent college graduates, completed 
a three-week training program in Memphis Aug. 16 and will be working for the next 
two years in institutions and ministries related to the National Division of BOGM. 
In this the twenty-fifth year of the U.S.-2 missionary program, a task force com
posed of 21 s, Board staff, constituency and agency representatives is evaluating 
the program, which has traditionally provided a channel for entry into church-re
lated careers in such fields as teaching, nursing and social work. 11 The task forte 
will attempt to project new styles of involvement for young persons in mission, 11 

according to Dr. John Johannaber, chief executive of the Committee on Personnel in 
Mission. Among other things, the task force will consider whether subsistence 
salaries for 2's have hindered the program's ability to attract ethnic minorities. 

Hospital Expansion. Espanola Hospital, part of the Northern New Mexico Mission, 
has been awarded a $45,000 grant from the Kresge Foundation for the expansion, re
modeling and re-equipping of a diagnostic/X-ray facility ... A new ten-story building 
at Methodist Hospital in Jacksonville, Fla., provides supportive services, including 
laboratory and outpatient surgery, acute care, physicians' and administrative of
fices. 

Bicentennial Pageant. A group of elderly people in northern Illinois have been 
presenting a historical drama entitled, 11 Your Land and My Land, 11 which one of their 
members wrote and directed. It features the 35-voice Senior Citizens Chorus of Fox 
Valley Older Adult Services, a United Methodist-assisted agency. An 89-year-old 
harmonica player, rehearsing for the Civil War scene, shared his enthusiasm: "At 
my age, I had better not wait until next year to celebrate the bicentennial . 11 



National Council. Mr . William P. Thompson, soft-spoken stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church since 1966, is the nominee for the presidency of the National 
Council of Churches for the next three years. The 57-year-old Kansas lawyer is the 
choice of the NCC's nominating committee and his name will be submitted to the Gov
erning Board in October . He recently testified before a Senate committee on U.S. 
policy in South Korea. 

Refugees . There are so far about 750 United Methodist sponsors of Vietnamese. 
refugees, which already exceeds UMCOR's estimated contribution to the 10,000 Church 
World Service agreed to sponsor. Leading states are, not surprisingly, California, 
Texas, Florida and Illinois. United Presbyterians report about 400 sponsors . 

Deaths. Bishop Clement D. Rockey, the last non-Indian elected to the episcopacy in 
India, died at his home in Eugene, Oregon on August 15 at the age of 85 . Born in 
Cawnpore, a city within the Lucknow Area, which he served as bishop from 1940 to 
1956, he was as proficient in Indian languages as in English and wrote devotional 
materials for the Upper Room in both Urdu and English. After his retirement, he 
served as first bishop of the Provisional Central Conference of Pakistan, until 1964. 
His earlier missionary career was spent training young Indians for the ministry at 
Bareilly Theological Seminary .... Dr. Johannes Christian Hoekendijk, professor of 
Missions at Union Theological Seminary, New York, died July 25 at the age of 63, 
apparently of a heart attack. He was secretary for evangelism of the World Council 
of Churches from 1949 to 1952, and prior to that was general secretary of the Nether
lands Missionary Council . During World War II he was arrested by the Nazis for re
sistance activities, but escaped to Switzerland, where he served as a pastor in 
refugee camps .. . . Rev. Eli F. Wismer, director of the National Council of Churches' 
unit on Education for Christian Life and Mission and a pioneer in training church 
leadership, died August 20 of a heart attack in Long Island . 

Relief. The United Methodist Committee on Relief approved grants totaling more than 
$1 .5 million in July, with the largest single grant ($300,000) going to the World 
Council of Churches' Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation i n Indochina, wi th 
an additional $150,000 to a WCC program supplying rice for an emergency feeding pro
gram in Indochina. The Christian Commission for Development in Bangladesh received 
$200,000; $250,000 went to a fertilizer revolving loan fund for return i ng refugee 
farms in southern Sudan; $100,000 to a sheep breeding project in Upper Volta; 
$49,000 for improving rice-growing in Niger; $63,000 for well-digging in Ethiopia; 
$50,000 for mobile health teams in Mali. There were also grants to Honduras and 
Nicaragua, as well as to anti-hunger programs in the U.S., specifically, $7,500 to 
Methodist Senior Services of Tupelo, Miss.; $7,500 to Neighborhood Services in Okla
homa City; and $3,600 to the Sheridan Centre Program to Fight Hunger, in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Hong Kong. The Mission Committee of the Methodist Church in Hong Kong raised $1000 
in May for scholarships for ethnic minorities in the United States. 



National Seminar. A variety of issues were studied by 326 United Methodist Women 
during the quadrennial National Seminar of the denomination's Women's Division in 
Norman, Okla., in August. Using the title, "Living in the Eighth Day", the meeting 
heard presentations on such subjects as international economic realities, pluralism, 
human sexuality and international cooperation as well as holding worship and Bible 
study and more than 40 workshops and interest groups. Women's Division chief admin
istrator Theressa Hoover reminded the participants that UMW "have dared to be ahead 
of the ordinary" and must continue to "live out their 1 frontiers 1 role in the 
church." The subject which perhaps attracted most attention was human sexuality, 
presented by a panel including Board member Mrs. Mai Gray, UMC Board of Church and 
Society executive Grover Bagby, and Massachusetts legislator Elaine Noble, a femin
ist and lesbian activist. Carter Heyward, one of eleven Episcopal women ordained 
to the priesthood last year, was the conference liturgist. 

Theology. The developing role of theology in the struggle for justice was the 
theme of a conference involving 200 Christian theologians, social scientists, pas
tors and activists held in Detroit in late August under the title ''Theology in the 
Americas: 1975. 11 Jointly sponsored by the Latin America Secretariat of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference and the Latin American Working Group of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ, the meeting focused on Latin American liberation theology 
and its possible application to North America. No formal document was produced but 
emerging agreement was found in a number of areas and a transition committee was 
formed to continue the process. A number of Latin American theologians participat
ed but Cuban seminary president Sergio Arce did not receive his U.S. visa in time. 

Homosexuals. The first national meeting of Integrity, an organization of Episcopal 
gay people, was held at the Chicago Episcopal Church Center in August. Noted theo
logian Norman Pittenger, who now teaches at Kings College, Cambridge, England, was 
a speaker and said that "It's no better to be gay than it is straight. It is not 
better to be straight than gay. But for the gay person it is best to be gay. 11 One 
session of the meeting began with mass at the Cathedral of St. James, concelebrated 
by Suffragan Bishop Quintin Primo and a dozen priests~ 

China. Dr. Herman Will, head of the world peace division of the UM Board of Church 
and Society, spent three weeks in wainland China this summer and found that small 
Christian groups continue to meet in homes, schools and even club rooms of factories, 
but they have no formal structure. His source was a former Episcopal bishop in 
China, Ting Kuang-hsin, who was dean of the old Nanking Theological Seminary. Dr. 
Will said that many people in Communist China recall that Dr. Sun Vat Sen, the 
father of the nation's early 20th century revolution, was Christian. 

Kent State. Church officials have expressed disappointment over the verdict in the 
civil case exonerating Ohio Governor Rhodes, and the National Guard in the killing 
of four students. John Adams, staffer of the UMC Board of Church and Society, long 
active in keeping the case alive, said that "It was a complex case ... All testimony 
and exhibits had to filter through a mindset making it difficult for the jurors to 
come to any other decision." 
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~ EDITORIALSC!J 
To Bribe or Not To Bribe 

The liveliest discussion of ethics these 
days is going on not in the religion sec
tion of the newspaper but in the business 
section and it concerns the disclosure 
that some American businesses have en
gaged in widespread bribery of local 
officials overseas to win contracts. 

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, the 
nation's largest corporate "welfare" 
recipient, has acknowledged that it paid 
$22 million to foreign politicians in the 
last five years. Senator Proxmire has 
labelled the payments "bribes" and it is 
hard to see that they are anything else. 
The company maintained a double set 
of books and records to avoid disclosure 
requirements of the Securities and Ex
change Commission, even referring to its 
slush fund as a fund "outside the normal 
channels of financial accountability." 

Financially troubled United Brands 
paid off Honduran officials to secure the 
lifting of an export tax on bananas. 

orthrop Corporation had Saudi Arabian 
generals on the take to help sell its 
airplanes. Gulf Oil has admitted to cor
porate political contributions in South 
Korea and Bolivia, totalling $5 million. 
Exxon and Mobil have also engaged in 
political payoffs. 

Not all multinational corporations 
should be tarred with the same brush 
as a result of these disclosures. Some, 
such as IBM and Xerox, refuse to par
ticipate in political payoffs on the logical 
grounds that another political party can 
up the ante. Still , as the August issue of 
Fortune magazine notes: "It seems fair 
to say that there are too many companies 
toward the bottom of the spectrum of 
corporate morality and not enough near 
the top ." 

One reason for this , as Fortune itself 
suggests , is that "many businessmen are 
uncomfortable with moralizing" and 
actually prefer to explain moral decisions 
on practical grounds. Another is cer
tainly the whole structure of multina
tional corporations which operate in 
many ways as laws unto themselves with 
their only guidance the profit motive. 

The book of Deuteronomy inveighs 
against receiving a bribe, "for bribery 
makes the wise man blind and the just 
man give a crooked answer." It was 
evidently still practiced , for the prophet 
Samuel, in appealing for support, asks , 
'From whom have I taken a biibe, to 

turn a blind eye?" (I Samuel 12). And 
Isaiah declares that the man who lives 
an upright life and speaks the truth 
"snaps his fingers at a bribe" (33:15). 

But Lockheed, and others of the un
repentant corporations, seem to be saying 
that the businessman who snaps his 
fingers will lose out to the one who 
greases another's palms. Amelican cor
porations would be at a competitive 
disadvantage without payola, they argue. 
Besides, when in Rome, do as the Ro
mans do and, anyway, we shouldn't be 
trying to impose our moral values on 
other cultures because that would be 
"cultural imperialism." 

This last is a cute argument because 
it appears to turn the tables on the 
moral idealists, but it has a distinctly 
hollow sound coming from chairmen 
( there are no chairpersons) of multina
tional corporations. They have spent 
billions in research and more billions in 
advertising to get people in other coun
tries to do what is done in the United 
States, or West Germany or Japan . The 
French have been urged to brush their 
teeth more often , the Germans to buy 
toilet paper, the Arabs to drink Pepsi 
and the Israelis to drink Coke. The 
latest thing in Swaziland is a shopping 
plaza just like yours at home. The Lord 
only knows how many cu!tures are being 
bombarded by "I Love Lucy" reruns, 
yet our business panjandrums want us 
to believe that one reason they pass 
money under the table is that if they 
didn't they would be imposing American 
values. (Actually, one could argue that 
payola has become an "American value" 
- as evidenced by the number of cor
porations in the last presidential election 
which maintained slush funds and 
learned how easy it was to '1aunder" 
money.) 

Still , it must be acknowledged that at 
some levels there are "gray areas" in this 
subject, though not at the level of 
corporate culpability currently under 
discussion. What appears to be a bribe 
by our definition may be only a middle 
man's commission in another culture. It 
is a problem familiar to missionaries who 
have had medical supplies or school 
books sitting on a dock for weeks. 

Bribery at the scale evidently being 
practiced by some corporations (in 
Lockheed's case, with taxpayer's money) 
is solel y for the end of corporate profit 
and is another form of manipulation. It 

encourages the graft and corruption 
that bedevils so many under-developed 
countries a9d has made a mockery of 
U.S. aid programs. As Gunnar Myrdal 
has written of Asia : "The significance of 
corruption .. . is highlighted by the fact 
that wherever a political regime has 
crumbled ... a major and often decisive 
cause has been the prevalence of official 
misconduct among politicians and ad
ministrators, and the concomitant spread 
of unlawful practices among business
men and the general public." 

Businessmen long accustomed to ex
amining only the financial consequences 
of their actions are increasingly being 
asked to review the social consequences 
as well. Business does not operate in a 
social vacuum. The age-old ques tions of 
"Who is my neighbor?" and "Am I my 
brother's keeper?" must be asked in the 
board rooms of our multinationals. 

Two Cheers for Betty Ford 
All the latest furor about what First 

Lady Betty Ford would or would not say 
to her daughter if told that her child 
was havina "an affair" ( in the quaint 
old phrase) has a certain air of contriv
ance about it. The treatment of presi
dential families as if they were movie 
stars to be written about in fan magazine 
style has gone far enough without fur
ther encouragement. The sign of nation
al health will be when Mrs. Ford or her 
successor can look a reporter in the eye 
when asked such a question and say, 
"None of your business." Maybe then, 
we can pay atten tion to public issues 
like her husband's affair with big busi
ness . 

That being said, we should like to 
compliment Mrs. Ford on the sense and 
candor of her comments on the now
famous 60 Minutes program. She spoke 
with social realism and personal and 
family concern which is a very good 
basis for morality. We suggest that all 
those who are oub·aged watch a rerun 
of the program and listen to what was 
actually said . W e think they will find 
it more useful than abstract sermonizing. 

They might also find it instructive to 
hear Mrs. Ford's comments on such 
issues as legalized abortion and the 
Equal Rights Amendment. These con
veniently vanished in many reports. In
deed, one of the moral lessons that might 
be learned from the incident is how 
prevalent sexism is in news coverage. 





WHAT'S AT STAKE 
IN THE LAW OF THE SEA? 

T HE CAMBODIAN capture o f 
the U.S. freighter Mayaguez 
and its recapture by the Ma

rines, Audie Murphy style, with th e 
loss of at least 41 lives, was ac
claimed by the State Department 
and numerous Americans as proof 
of Ameri can strength and unwilling
ness to be " pushed around ." What 
went unnoticed by most wa s one o f 
the underlying causes of the i nci 
dent : no clear rule regarding the 
law of the sea . 

Item : The vessel was captured 
eight miles off the coast of Tang 
Island, which Cambodia claims . 
Since Cambodia recognizes a 12-
mile territorial limit, the vessel was 
in its w aters, not on the " high seas." 
The U.S., on the other hand, recog
nizes a 3-mile limit. 

Item : The Cambodians claimed 
possession of Tang Island, located 
80 miles from the mainland, to in 
sure Cambodia 's right to any o ff
shore oil deposits which it hopes 
are located near the island . The 
Mayaguez apparently was not aware 
that Tang Island was considered 
Cambodian territory when it passed 
close by its shores . 

Item : The Cambodian s, already 
on hostile terms with the U.S. , said 
they believed the Mayaguez w as 
carrying military equipment and wa s 
being used for espionage. A random 
check of the ship's cargo indicated 
it was carrying only commerci al 
goods. But many governments are 
wary of U .S. commercial ships being 
used for spying ever since Howard 
Hughes' ship, Glomar Explorer, while 
pretending to be exploring for deep 
sea minerals, was actually raisin g a 
Soviet submarine. 

All of these issues-oil , territorial 
limits, use of vessels for commerce 
or espionage, deep sea minerals-

Joyce Hamlin is Secretary for Legislative 
Affairs, Women's Division , Boa rd o f 
Global Ministries . 

are rel ated to current United Na
ti ons efforts to write an equitab le 
and las ting treaty on the Law of the 
Sea. Th e United M ethodist W omen's 
Di vision of the Board of Gl obal 
Mini stri es has expressed conce rn 
about thi s multi -f ace t ed i ss u e 
throu gh the formation of a Special 
Projec t on th e Law of th e Sea. Staff 
consultant Barbara W eaver of Co
lumbus, Oh io, heads th e project. 
M s. W eaver and I recentl y returned 
from the United Nati ons Law of the 
Sea Conferen ce (UNCLOS) in Ge
neva, Switzerland, wh ere 140 Na
tion s attempted to draft a trea ty. 
It w as held March 17-May 10, 1975 
and was the second substan tive 
sess ion of UNCLOS. Th e f irst was 
in Caracas, Venez uela, in 1974. 
Another sess ion is planned for ea rl y 
1976 with ratifi cati on hoped fo r in 
1977. 

" Whil e the con ce rns surround ing 
th e law of the sea are some of the 
most vital to survival of the planet, 
to the prevention of world confli ct, 
and to a decreased gap between the 

Joyce V. Hamlin 

ind ustrialized and developing worl d, 
few people seem to know w hat is 
tak ing p lace," said Ms. Weaver. 

Law of the Sea issues that relate 
to long-standi ng concerns of the 
Church inc lude : 
Hunger. In a protein-hungry world , 
management of fish resources is 
essential. However, the present pic
ture is one of over-fishing and nea r 
decimation of some stocks and 
under-uti li zation of others. The tota l 
world fis h catch reached a maximum 
in 1970 and has decli ned every year 
since. W hile farmers and foresters 
learned that conservation was a 
must, many fishermen, with im
proved tech no logy, gobb led up all 
their nets cou ld catch. Conservation 
agreements were reached on ly to 
be given litt le enforcement power 
and were often ignored. Delegates 
to the UN Law of the Sea Confer
ence are trying to reach agreement 
on who fishes where, and what con
se rvat ion measures must be enforced 
to ensure adeq uate fish for the 
wor ld 's hu ngry. 
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" • 
I much smaller than we think . 

- - ---- - - --- --- ------ - - --

Pollution . Thor Heyerdahl , ocean 
authority and author, warns: " Every 
river in the world is polluted and is 
dumping its poisons in the oceans. 
The ocean is much smaller than we 
think-it's like a big lake that 
doesn ' t have an outlet. And unlike 
the rivers, you can never clean a 
polluted ocean ." Major source of the 
oxygen for the planet, the ocean also 
regulates our temperate climate . 
Pollution damage, resulting in a 
decreased supply of oxygen or 
drastic climactic changes, could be 
a survival issue for the planet. Law 
of the Sea Treaty articles must deal 
with these questions. 
Th e Third World or " Cap" Issue. 
Ambassador Arvid Pardo of Malta 
provided the original idea for a law 
of the sea conference in 1967 when 
he pointed to the trillion dollar 
potential crop of manganese nod
ul es (hunks of minerals looking 
l ike blackened potatoes; they are 

rich in manganese, nickel and cop
per) lying on the ocean floor. He 
argued that the ocean should be 
the " common heritage of mankind" 
and its newly discovered mineral 
wealth should be exploited for the 
benefit of developing countries. The 
new wealth could lessen the gap 
between rich and poor. But eight 
years later, the common heritage 
concept has lost ground. Instead, 
both rich and poor nations would 
rather have ocean territory of their 
own instead of holding it in com
mon . This way they can be certain 
that any mineral wealth 200 miles 
from their coastline is theirs instead 
of depending on someone else to 
decide how the nodule wealth 
would be divided among them . 
Outside the 200-mile zones, known 
as exclusive economic zones, a com
mon heritage area still exists, but 
has been greatly decreased in size. 
UN CLOS delegates must agree on : 
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1) who will exploit the mineral 
wealth of the sea (an international 
authority, countries who make joint 
contracts, regions of nations who 
band together, multi-national. cor
porations, etc.) ; 2) what sort of body 
will control the exploitation ; and 
3) how the wealth derived from the 
common heritage area will be al
located. 
World Peace . The race for the 
wealth of the sea, whether fish , oil 
or manganese nodules, has raised 
the possibility of conflict breaking 
out over the oceans as it has over 
the land, unless a treaty with ade
quate dispute settlement techniques 
can be agreed to. The Mayaguez 
incident has been cited. Iceland, 
dependent on fish for 80 percent 
of its economy, has been on the 
brink of conflict with Britain and 
West Germany for fishing for cod 
within 50 miles of its coast. The 
U.S. government spends millions of 
dollars bailing out an average of 
two or three tuna boats and their 
crews a month from imprisonment 
in Latin American states for fishing 
without proper licenses. Some have 
recommended gunboat escorts for 
the tuna fleet, while others recom
mend armed retaliation against 
Russian and Japanese fishing fac
tories off the New England coasts. 
Jockeying for on-sea and under-sea 
power, disputing sea boundaries, 
" colonializing" the seabed, grab
bing the wealth : these must be 
avoided by an equitable treaty. 

While oil , fish and mineral wealth 
are of interest to the United States 
and the Soviet Union, their primary 
concern is unimpeded transit for 
their nuclear submarines, particular
ly through some 100 narrow straits 
in the world which , if blocked off, 
could impair the defense strategies 
of the superpowers. But Third 
World nations prefer the concept of 



And we can never clean a polluted ocean. " 

" innocent passage," i.e. , in each 
coastal state's 200-mile economic 
zone, any vessel of war would have 
to surface and show its flag and 
proceed without delay out of the 
coastal waters . 

These, then , were some of the 
complex issues before 2,500 dele
gates of the U Law of the Sea Con
ference, in Geneva . What was the 
result of those eight weeks of de
liberation and eight weeks last 
year in Caracas? The only product 
that emerged was an " informal , 
single negotiating text," something 
like a bill to be amended, passed 
or defeated . 

While some sneered that the Con
ference was a failure and that 
diplomats had whiled the hours 
away on the St. Moritz ski slopes, 
the vast majority of informed ob
servers recognized the significance 
of the text and the major work 
involved in its production . To pro-

duce the text, hundreds of proposed 
treaty articles from communist and 
capitalist nations, from maritime 
powers and land-locked countries 
had to be pulled together to reflect, 
as much as possible, an emerging 
consensus from the diverse confer
ence body. 

Written in three parts to cor
respond to the three standing com
mittees of the conference, it re
flects, most observers agree, a 
good working consensus on two of 
its three sections. Problems on the 
third part, which resulted from a 
text which reflects the arbitrary con
clusions of a committee chairman 
instead of a committee consensus, 
can probably be ironed out. 
Another text, a closer reflection 
of committee consensus, will proba
bly be substituted . 

If a treaty is agreed upon, it will 
be the first time the ocean space, 
which is two-thirds of the surface of 

-Thor Heyerdahl. 

the planet, will be divided up on 
the basis of world-wide agreement 
instead of war or colonial domina
tion. An agreement wou ld also 
greatly strengthen the United Na
tions, indicating that this world 
body is capable of finding solutions 
to international problems. 

Consensus points in the negotiat
ing text developed around a 12-mile 
territorial limit; a 200-mile exclusive 
economic zone for each coastal na
tion would give it control over the 
fish , oil and minerals on the seabed 
floor within the zone ; nations with 
no coast would have access to the 
sea and to its fish , but they would be 
ineligible to share in oil or mineral 
resources ; the remainder of the 
oceans would be considered the 
common heritage, under the admin
istration of an International Seabed 
Resources Authority. 

In other points of agreement, di s
putes between countries regarding 
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boundaries, pollution control, etc., 
would have to be given to a third 
party, such as the International 
Court of Justice or a Law of the 
Sea Tribunal , for adjudication . Com
pliance with that decision would 
be mandatory. The negotiating text 
would also mandate coastal state 
responsibility for conservation of 
fish stocks out to 200 miles. 

Provisions are also made for man
dated monitoring of pollution , 
environmental assessment and regu-

\ 

latidhs on ocean dumping and 
continental she lf pollution. Regula
tions would also be initiated to 
control the ocean contamination 
resulting from land-based sources 
of pollution. 

Developing countries could make 
considerab le strides by owning the 
rights to oil and minerals in their 
exclusive economic zones. They 
would be in a new position to enter 
into " joint ventures" with developed 
countries and could gain important 

' new revenues. The technicians from 
developing countries would be in
vo lved in any joint ventures and 
would become better trained. · The 
research from any scientific projects 
carried out in exclusive economic 
zones would have to be published, 
thus enabling Third World countries 
to profit from the technological 
advances of industrialized nations. 

The negotiating text would also 
allow " transit passage" for all com
mercial and military vessels, meaning 
that vessels cou ld move through 
straits unimpeded. 

The position of the United States 
delegation was relatively progressive, 
and its chairman, Ambassador John 
R. Stevenson , was complimented 
for his " internationalist" approach 
by UNCLOS leadership. The State 
Department accepts the 12-mile 
territorial limit concept and the 200-
mile economic zone, subject to 
agreed definitions of coastal state 
rights and duties in the zone. On 
deep seabed mining, the U.S. stres
ses the need for a " timely" decision, 
meaning that there cou ld be uni
lateral U.S. action if the treaty is 
delayed much longer. Until now 
the State Department has successfully 
held off the Treasury Department 
whose position is more nationalistic, 
reflecting their eagerness to obtain 
revenues from deep sea mining. 

The Women's Division had two 
observers at the Law of the Sea 
Conference in Geneva, Barbara 
Weaver and myself. The Division 
also funded a unique project, a 
weekly newspaper called Neptune, 
produced for the 2,500 delegates 
and interested persons in other 
countries. Barbara and I, along with 
the Quaker effort, Ocean Education 
Project, and a few volunteers, in
terviewed , typed, drew cartoons, 



''A Law of the Sea Treaty is the only 
chance the world will have to apply 

the rule of law to its oceans." 

Among the observers at the Conference 
were Women's Division representatives 
Barbara Weaver (second from left, op
posite) and Joyce Hamlin (above). They 
helped produce a newspaper, Neptune, 
and gave a reception for the small 
number of women delegates (43 out of 
2500) at the conference. 

and stenci led in headlines for the 
paper. 

The purpose of Neptun e was to 
provide broad confe rence coverage, 
to make avai lab le technical infor
mation w hich most small Third 
World delegations did not have, 
and to give a platform for our 
concerns about hunger, peace, and 
development. 

The confe rence autho riti es from 
the UN Secreta ri at were skeptica l 
at first about the effo rt of a hand ful 

of observers and almost b locked 
th e distribution of Neptune. But 
soon delegates were ask ing the 
Secretariat fo r extra copies, for back 
copi es, and were requesti ng that 
it be prod uced in French (w hi ch we 
we re unab le to do fo r lack of funds 
and translation serv ices). In the 
coffee bars and formal confe rence 
sess ions, delegates readi ng Neptune 
were a common sight. 

-Th e Women 's Division and the 
World YWCA also honored the few 
women delegates to the co nfe rence 
(43 out of 2,500) at a receptio n. 
Th e Law of the Sea Proj ec t, which 
is also responsible fo r const itu ency 
ed uca ti on amo ng United Methodist 
Wom en and fo llows any leg islat ion 
coming from Congress that affects 
law of the sea conce rn s, w ill ru n 
throu gh 1975. Continuation of the 
project throu gh th e UN sessions in 
1976 may be considered. 

What ca ri conce rn ed church per
sons do about the Law of the Sea? 

1. Write the proj ect for ir:i forma
tion and share it with loca l 
churches. THe project is pre
paring a new brochure and a 
filmstrip or slide-tape show 
fo r local church use. (Law of 
the Sea Project, Women 's 
Divi sion, 100 Maryland Ave., 
N.E., W ashin gton, D. C. :20002) 

2. Watch for legis lative informa
ti on on Law of the Sea concerns 
as described in Action Alert, 
th e monthly legis lative news
sheet produced by th e Wom
en's Division and the Board 
of Church and Society. It looks 
as if th e U.S. w ill push for a 
200-mile limit for jurisdiction 
over f ishe ri es and hopefu l ly 
this bill will contain strong 
conservation measures for fish. 
Th e Women's Divi sion wi ll 
oppose any attempts to pass 

leg islation to allow U.S. min ing 
compan ies to stake claims in 
the deep ocean to mine seabed 
minerals, beli eving thi s to be 
an un fa ir ru sh to grab ocean 
wealth before a trea ty is signed. 
Action A ler t is avai labl e fro m 
th e address above for $2/yea r. 

3. Wh en a trea ty is ra ti f ied, urge 
its rati f ica t ion by the U.S. 

As Lh e Washington Post w rote in 
a May 20 editorial, " [A Law of the 
Sea Treaty) is th e onl y chance the 
world w ill have to apply th e ru le o f 
law to its oceans. As last week's 
cost ly chase over th e M ayaguez all 
too amply demonstrated, th e altern a
tive is chaos and confli ct. " • 



CUBA'S CH H 
IN ATI E OF RECONC 

14 [378 ] 

Joyce Hiii ~ 

" Did you hear the news?" 
" Do you think the people wi ll 

support his position?" 
"Do you think he means it?" 
These questions, raised in hallway 

conversation s during the General 
Conference of the Methodist Church 
in Cuba in March 1975, were not 
related to conference activity but 
to world news. Henry Kissinger had 
said in El Paso, Texas, that a new 
assessment of Latin American policy, 
including a new look at the trade 
embargo on Cuba, was needed . 
Men and women, clergy and lay 
delegates wanted my comments on 
the possibility of Cuba's being re
instated to the Organization of 
American States (OAS) in its April 
meeting. 

The same questions were posed 
by people in all walks of l ife, from 
a member of the Centra l Committee 
of the government in Havana to an 
optometrist in Cienfuegos to a 
pastor's family in Santiago de Cuba . 
Reasons for the questions varied 
from political and economic to 
personal desire to have increased 

Joyce Hill , executive secretary for Latin 
America in the World Division of the 
United M ethodist Board of Global 
Ministries, was a miss ionary to Cuba 
from 1952 until 1960. She revisited the 
island in 1969, 1971 and 1975. 
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contact with friends now outside 
the country. 

All agreed that the first step in 
renewed re lationships would be a 
lifting of the trade and trave l em
bargo. Established in the second 
year of the Revo lution by the OAS 
upon the insistence of the United 
States, in the hopes that the resu lt 
would be the economic co ll apse of 
Fidel Castro 's government, the 
blockade was a fa il ure. That it 
created economic prob lems cannot 
be denied . That it increased human 
suffering because of the embargo 
on medicines is also recognized . 
That resentment of this app lication 
of the " big stick" diplomacy of 
Theodore Roosevelt increased in 
the rest of Latin America is acknowl
edged. Indeed litt le by little the 
breaking of the b lockade by Latin 
American countries increased in the 
1970's. 

Whi le condemning the exporta
tion of the Cuban Revolution , the 
United States authorized the training 
of Cuban exiles by the CIA for the 
invasion of their country. After the 
failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion , 
the CIA considered other ways to 
bring down the revolutionary gov
ernment, including assassination 
p lots against Castro himself. Yet 
after the lifting of the blockade 
began in other countries, the United 
States position continued to be based 



on " a ch ;:i ng in Cuba's policies." 
(The 0 S embargo was removed in 
Ju ly.) 

From its beginning, the Methodist 
Church in Cuba had been related 
to the church in the States. The 
Jacksonville Area of the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction was omprised of the 
Florida and Cuba Annual onfer
ences. The close ties between the 
two conferences are still evident in 
conversations with older church 
members. Lake Junaluska holds fond 
memories of conference events on 
a jurisdi tional level . The imposition 
of the embargo cut the church off 
from its episcopal leadership as well 
as from its training opportunities 
and all other links with the church 
in the States except for those estab
lished through the World Council 
of Ch urches. 

The missionary community, more 
than 35 at the 1960 Annual Confer
ence, was on ly one in 1961 . Many of 
the lay members and most of the 
ordained ministers moved to the 
States, creating a crisis in the 
church's interna l life as well as in 
its relationship with tile revolution
ary government. Seen as a foreign 
element and not sympathetic to the 
Revo lution as a result of this exodus, 
in the mid-sixties, the church ex
perienced measures against it. 

Many pastors, priests and semi
nary students, considered to be 
" social parasites" , were sent to 
agricu l tura l production units for 
three years. Involved in all phases 
of food production , their attitude 
and perfo rmance during this time 
counteracted the concept of the 
Church held by leadership in the 
Revo lution. 

One Methodist pastor, building 
on his experience in summer camp 
programs, volunteered to work in 
the kitchen. The result of his sug
gestions was an improvement in 
both the quality of the diet and the 
equality of food distribution . He 
was coordinator of the food prepa
ration for his unit when he was 
released to return to his pastoral 
responsibi l ities. 

During this period the lay mem
bers of the Protestant churches took 
leadership roles, and few churches 
had to curtail their activities. The 
Roman Catholic Church was more 
adversely affected by having no one 
to hear confessions, administer the 
sacraments or celebrate the Mass. 

During the first decade of the 

Revolution, the role of the Church 
was not defined . Lack of unanimity 
among the members of the Chris
tian community vis-a-vis the revolu
tionary process resulted in a silent 
church . The first voice raised was 
in the Roman Catholic Church when 
the bishops condemned the trade 
embargo in the Spring of 1969. 
Church leaders encouraged the 
constituency to participate in the 
production of the country's resour
ces. The Presbyterian Church was 
also open to the revo lution's in
creased health and educational 
programs for the people. Methodist 
Annual Conferences, in 1969 and 
197 1, encouraged pastors to cut 
sugar cane in the zafra (harvest). 
Bishop Armando Rod riguez set the 
example by his voluntary participa
tion . 

In April , 1971 at the Congress on 
Education and Culture Premier 
Castro affirmed for the first time 
that all Cubans had the right to 
practice their re l igion and that no 

Cubans are interested in the lifting of the trade and travel embargo by the U.S., 
now that the O.A.S. has acted. Their reasons vary from political to a desire to 
have increased contacts wi th friends now outside their country. 
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Cuban should be persecuted for 
reli gious belief. He encouraged 
Christians to take part in all aspects 
of the Revolution . A new relation
ship between the government and 
the chur hes was underway. 

Increasingly the lay members of 
the churches found their place 
within their society although par
ticipation in the Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution varied . 
The CDR's were first organized as 
a civil defense organization becau se 
of the harrassment of the island 
through mini-incursions by sea and 
air of the exile groups and the full 
scale invasion of the Bay of Pigs in 
1961 . They have since developed a 
concept of " defense" that includes 
hea lth care, education and conser
vation of resources. Thus being sure 
that all children have their innocula
tions up to date, that all school-age 
children are in the classroom and 
that nothing is wasted helps the 
development of the nation. Discus
sion on political awareness and the 
goals of the Revolution also add to 
its " defense." 

Church members continued their 
work in education, health care, 
agricultural and industrial produc
tion in which they were involved 
prior to the Revolution . Some of 
them hold places of responsibility 
in their work centers because of 
the integrity they exhibit in fulfilling 
their tasks. 

One such church member was 
selected by peers as the "Worker 
of the Month". She protested to 
her supervisor that she did not de
serve the honor since she did not 
participate in the week-end volun
tary agricultural activity of her 
center. Her family and her church 
have priority on that time. Yet her 
supervisor upheld the decision of 
her companions: " You are always 
on time. Your work is always well 
done. We don' t have to double 
check it. You work overtime when
ever necessary without complaining. 
You are an exemplary worker." She 
is recognized as a practicing Chris
tian who takes her faith seriously. 
She is also recognized as a worker 
who takes her job seriously. She 
finds no contradiction . 

At the Latin American Methodist 
Congress on Evangelism in June, 
1974, in Huampani, Peru , the Cuban 
delegation was warmly received . It 
was the first time since 1962 that a 
Latin American Methodist meeting 

included some other Cuban than 
Bi shop Rod riguez. Conversations 
into the late evening hours with the 
Cuban delegates gave evidence of 
the desire for contact with Cuba 
that the other delegates had. 

That 1962 meeting, in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, had also been the 
first one of Latin American Method
ists to include the conference from 
the Southeast Juri sdiction . Since 
that hi stori c meeting, all of the 
Methodist churches of the hemis
phere have declared their autonomy. 
With the United Churches in Ecua
dor and the Dominican Republi c, 
they formed the Council of Evan
gelical Methodist Churches in Latin 
Ameri ca (CIEMAL) in 1969. The 
hemispheric diplomatic emba rgo 
had prevented full participation of 
Cuban Methodists, even thou gh the 
bishop has participated in meeti ngs 
in Mexico (which never adhered to 
the embargo) . Contacts with Cuba 
have been maintained by corres
pondence and World Council of 
Churches channels as well . 

Before the trade and trave l em
bargo the Cuban Methodist women 
had formed an integral part of the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction Woman's 
Society of Chri stian Service. Their 
iso lation was broken by their be
coming affiliated with th e Latin 
American Confederation of Meth
odist Women. The visit to Cuba in 
November, 1974, by the Confedera
tion president, Sra . Alicia P. de 
Monti from Argentina, was a high 
point in the life of the women's 
organization for once more they 
had contacts outside th ei r own 
structure. 

During th e process of the Revolu
tion , the rol e of the professional 
church worker has been questioned 
by some of the pastors and lay 
members. Union Theologi ca l Semi
nary in Matanzas, estab li shed in the 
1940's by the Epi scopa l, Presbyterian 
and Methodist churches, has led 
in analyzing the role of the church 
and its workers . Fo r those who 
commit their li ves to service within 
the church structures, an under
standing of the socio-economic fac
tors of society is related to the 
biblical and theologi cal reflection on 
the rol e of the Christian and the 
Church. Seminary students partici
pate in production of goods they will 
consume. They also analyze their 
society to understand their responsi
bility in helping prepare conditions, 

After a decade of being a silent church, 
Christian groups in Cuba began relating 
more positively to the Revolution. 
First to do so were the Roman Catholic 
bishops who condemned the embargo 
in 1969. The Roman Catholic Church of 
the Sacred Heart in Havana is shown 
on the opposite page. The Presbyterian 
and Methodist Churches were also 
more open. Methodist pastors were 
encouraged to harvest sugar cane. 
Above, the Matanzas Theological 
Seminary chapel. 
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both physical and psychological , 
which aid in production . This under
sta nding of the relationship between 
faith and daily activity is helping 
Christians become aware of their 
responsibi Ii ty to their society. 

Membership in the Latin Ameri
can Association of Theologica l 
Schools (ALET) has been important 
in the life of the Seminary. One of 
the school ' s greatest drawbacks has 
been the lack of new books for the 
l ibrary. The trade embargo effective
ly prevented new theologica l trends 
and biblical research being done 
outside Cuba from reaching the 
Seminary. The contacts with ALET 
helped bridge this gap, even though 
they were also limi ted until 1974 
when more Latin American countries 
renewed dip lomatic relation s and 
began breaking the embargo against 
Cuba . 

Cuba's co ntribution to the dia
logue on the Theology of Liberation 
has been minimal up till the sched
uled participation of Dr. Sergio Arce, 
president of the Seminary, in the 
August 1975 convocation on " The
ology in the Americas." The 
convocation brought together Prot
esta nt and Roman Catholic theo
logians from the northern and 
southern hemisphere. Including both 
men and women , the theo logians 
shared together their com mon ex
periences in the search for liberation 
from structures and systems which 
had oppressed persons because of 
their race, sex or socio-economic 

situation . The breaking of theo logica l 
isolation will enrich the churches 
in both hem ispheres as the " theol
ogy of revolution " from Cuba meets 
with the theology of liberation in 
a wider arena . 

Some dialogue has always been 
maintained between the Cuban 
Counci l of Churches and the rest 
of the world through European 
ecu menical contacts . The World 
Council of Chu rches already men
tioned, and the World Student 
Christia n Federation both provided 
means whereby Cuban representa
tives could be in touch with other 
Lat in Americans . Regional gro ups 
only began to renew or establish 
ti es in late 1974 and early 1975. The 
recent organization of the Carib
bean Council of Churches opened 
another door for new relationsh ips 
among the churches in the Carib
bean nations, most of whom re
ce ived their independence afte r the 
Cuban Revolution . The witness of 
the Cuban Christians through these 
organizations has been strong and 
cha ll engi ng to the other participat
ing churches. 

When the embargo was placed 
on Cuba, for many persons in the 
States the country itself faded into 
a vague memory of beautifu l 
beaches, exuberant peop le and 
tropical foods , coupled with a nag
ging fear of a young, revolutionary 
figure who dared sta nd up to the 
economic and diplomatic power of 
the United States. News reports 

Union Theological Seminary in Matanzas, a joint Episcopalian, Methodist and 
Presbyterian institution, has led in analyzing the role of the church and its workers in 
society. 

were few. Thousands of Cubans 
came to the States seeking " free
dom" - a word with different 
emotional definitions for different 
people . For so me it was a matter 
of life, for some, economics; for 
others, to be with fami ly members 
already here. 

What was the result of the 
embargo? It caused great hardship 
on millions of peop le. But it widened 
the economic base for the Cuban 
industr ies . Trade was not limited 
to the USSR, which filled the 
vacuum left by the United States at 
the beginning of the Revolution . 
Ships from Canada, Japan, Argentina, 
almost every European nation, Peru, 
and others sai l in and out of ports 
around the island daily. Cuba su r
vived despite the econom ic · diffi
cu lti es . 

Politically Cuba has increased 
participation in the world because 
of the econom ic deve lopments. It 
is unique in having survived the 
political maneuverings of a greater 
world power in an attempt to con
trol worldwide contacts with it. A 
pride in its diplomatic achievements 
is felt. 

What has been the result in the 
life of the Church? Almost every 
Protestant denomination had close 
ti es with the "Mother Church" in 
the States. Independence and auton
omy has made for increasing Cuban 
se lf-awareness and pride. Dealing 
with the Revolution on Christian 
terms became a possibility as an in
creased wor ld view was developed . 

Yet the desire for reconciliation 
with the United States has always 
been in the hearts of the Cuban 
people . So when the question was 
asked in a church meeting, or in a 
touri st office o r by a government 
official , " Will the people of the U.S. 
support a new policy toward Cuba?" 
it is asked in the spirit of Jose Marti, 
the great Cuban liberato r of the 
last century: 

" I cu lti vate a white rose 
In July, as in January, 
For the sincere friend 
Who extends his hand in 

frankness . 
And for the one w ho would 

tear out 
The heart which gives me life, 
Neither thorns nor thistles do 

I culti vate. 
I cultivate a white rose."* • 

*Translation by J. Hill 



'HEARING'' 
HE OOOD NEWS 
IN OKLAHOMA 

Noah Long 

U NITED METHODISTS have 
learned there's more than one 

way to "hear" the Good News of 
the ministry of the Church . 

Oklahoma United Methodist 
churches support a special ministry 
to the deaf that has been described 
as opening the prison door for 
many people with hearing impair
ments. 

The special ministry came into 
being in 1964 when the Rev. Laverle 
Carrington was associate pastor at 
Epworth United Methodist Church 
in Ok lahoma City. There were sbme 
deaf couples attending the church 
and he started communicating with 
them by writing notes. He pro
gressed to basic signs and continued 
until he could converse with the 
people. Three years later, Carring
ton was appointed as the full-time 
director of the program with the 
deaf. 

The Ok lahoma Conference ap
proved the deaf ministry as its 
conference program and in that 
first year, 1964, 14 churches con
tributed to it. Today, the Oklahoma 
Conference boasts of having the 
only conferen ce-wide ministry to 

Mr. Long is a staff member of the Coun
cil on Ministries and Finance of the 
Oklahoma Indian Miss ionary Confer
ence. 

the deaf. O ver 300 churches in the 
state support it. Th e program reach
es ?ver 500 persons and 10 congre
gations. Additionally it trains over 
300 persons yearly in basic signs 
to communicate with deaf person s. 
It is aided by funds from the Na
tional Division of the United Meth
odist Board of Global Ministries. 

The dea~ ministry is expanding at 
such a rapid rate that its office was 
moved into the new United Meth 
odist building in Oklahoma City. 
Mrs. Lorene Carrington directs the 
program from the office and aids 
Laverle with her knowledge of sign 
lan.guage. Both have Sunday ap
pointments at various churches 
interpreting to the deaf. 

The departure of the Rev. Joe 
Perrigo from the staff has left a 
vacuum . Perrigo resigned after 
serving for a year from his office in 
Tul sa, working with a vocational 
rehabilitation program and visiting 
employers of deaf persons. 

Mr. Carrington teaches manua l 
communication to hearing adults in 
the Ok lahoma School for the Deaf. 
He publishes a monthly newsletter 
for conference members and the 
deaf. He also conducts the youth 
fellowship meeting each Sunday 
evening at the First United Method
ist Church . Other tim es he is on the 
road , traveling 1500 miles a week 
visiting deaf persons over the state 
and hearing their needs or just con
versing. He visits 60-75 homes each 
month. 

"Many of their problems arise 
when they make decisions they 
should not have made, but that's 
because they are very independent, 
so I counsel with them and try to 
help them out as best as possible," 
Carrington said . 

" With all my contacts with per
sons who are deaf, they often times 
lead me to other people who are 
deaf and who are in need of help." 
Many times the deaf are afraid of 
asking anyone to help them, he said . 

"There's no accurate information 
as to how many deaf persons there 
are in the state, so we have to rely 
on bits of information we receive 
from our churches and other people 
who work with the deaf." 

Most of the people who receive 
help from the special min is try live in 
small communities. Only two urban 
churches, Oklahoma City's Epworth 
and Tu lsa 's Boston Avenu e, have 
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The annual tatewide rall of per on intere ted in the mini try 
to the deaf wa held thi ear at Epworth Church in Oklahoma City. 

(Left) Rev. La erle Carrington, lef1 in photo, di cu e things 
informal! . (Center) Sign language i a popular form of Communiu

tion . (Right) Ted Griffing peak to the deaf. Dr. Griffing i a retired 
instructor of the Oklahoma School for the Deaf and ha been a major 

figure in developing local church upport for the deaf mini try. 
(Center, below) Wa ne egar , conference chairperson for pedal 

mini Irie , watche hi remark being interpreted b laV rle 
Carrington. 



an on-go ing deaf mini stry. Churches 
in smaller commun ities with a deaf 
ministry include Sul phur, McAleste r, 
Grand Avenue, Muskogee, St. Paul , 
Bartl esvill e East Cross, Blackwe ll , 
Enid First, Guthrie First, and Elk City. 

M embers of these chu rches get 
together each spring fo r a statewide 
rall y. 

" The rall ies se rve two purposes," 
Carr ington said . " O ne is worship 
and the other is social. They enjoy 
meeting th eir friends and fel low 
United Methodists as we ll as learn
ing of law s affectin g their lives. This 
group o f deaf ci tizens has been 
responsible fo r tw o pieces of legi s
lati on that have already had a grea t 
impact in the state." 

Legisl ati on passed in 1971 ca ll ed 
fo r an interpreter to assist in all civi l 
court cases. Th e group didn' t th ink 
th at bill was strong enough. The 
fo ll owing yea r they urged and the 
legislature passed an amendment to 
th e 1971 bi ll requiring an interp reter 
to .be present in all crimin al cases 
invo lving persons w ith hearing im
pairments. 

Th e United M eth odist body was 
largely responsible for the fo rmation 
of th e Govern o r's Commission on 
the Hearing Impaired . Th e p resent 
Governor, David Bo ren, is a Uni ted 
M eth odist and has a brother- in-law 
who has a hearin g impairment. So 
the group of deaf persons are en
couraged in their effo rts to make 
living in Oklahoma better fo r their 
brothers and sisters w ho have some 
hearing loss. 

A major accompli shment has been 
in the lowerin g of automobil e in
surance rates, utilizing the strength 
of the statewide Un ited Meth odist 
organization of the dea f, the Gover
nor's Commi ss ion and th e State 
Insurance Commission's office . 

" W e saw no reason w hy deaf 
persons should be charged a higher 
rate than others w ith th e same driv
ing record," Carrington r:io inted o ut 
during the statewid e rally in April 
of thi s year. 

Appearing at the rally was an 
Oklahoma City jnsura nce executive, 
James Dennis, also an active Uni ted 
Methodist who has been instru
mental in workin g w ith the deaf. 
Dennis repo rted that one national 
auto insurance firm, State Farm 
Mutual, has ordered its agents not 
to penalize persons w ith hea ring 
loss. 

Most of the deaf persons attend
ing the statewide rally drove thei r 
ca rs. 

" There are areas we still need to 
improve upon, such as the installa
tio n of 'baby cry' devices in homes 
of parents of sma ll ch i ldren ," Car
rington sa id . Th e devices are blink
ing lights that fl ash a wa rn ing to the 
mo ther or father that the baby is 
crying and in need of help . Sound 
waves se t off th e elec tro nic li ght. 

" O nly 15 devices are in use and 
we want to have more insta l led 
w here needed." 

Ca rr ington said the telephone is 
an enemy of the deaf. Ca rrington 
hopes to have the o ld teletype sys
tems - TTY's - used by W es tern 
Union instal led in as many homes 
as possible at a low cost. He has been 
wo rkin g fo r some tim e on an agree
ment wi th the te lepho ne company 
to that end. 

Th e Min is try to Persons with 
Special Needs is hoping to reach 
o th er persons as wel l. 

" The bli nd, mentally retard ed, and 
th ose persons w ho have just been 
released from pr ison are persons 
with spec ial needs," Carrin gton 
said. Th e needs of th e blind range 
from having vo lun tee r rea ders to 
tran sportati o n. Tru st is th e main 
criteri a of th e bl ind and the Church 
seems to be the logical pl ace to fi nd 
peopl e th e blind ca n trust, he said . 

With th e proposed expansion, 
Carrington looks fo r a la rge r staff 
made up of peop le tra ined in the 
f ields of mental retardation and 
psycho logy. 

" There's no end to thi s type of 
program . We've only sc ratched the 
surface in our work w ith the deaf. 
Each day we lea rn o f more people 
who need our mini stry. Thi s program 
can get as b ig as its support. " 

Howard Plowman, Confe rence 
counci l on ministri es directo r, says 
the ministry is the most active in 
the co nference. Wayne Segars, 
pasto r o f th e O klahoma Ci ty Capito l 
Hil l Chu rch and chairman of the 
Board of Mi ss ions Special Min istries 
committee, says the program has 
th e full support of all pas tors in the 
confe rence. 

Th e Ministry to Persons with 
Special Needs has created a special 
pl ace in the hearts of the people 
who rece ive the min istry and in 
the hea rts o f those peop le w ho sup
port the prog ram. • 
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Ellen Clark 

Like most of the older cities of the 
Midwest and Northeast, Cleveland is 
experiencing extensive urban decay, high 
levels of unemployment and poverty, and 
a changing population. But there is 
tangible pride and optimism, too. It 
emanates from church workers who 
could move to greener parishes but loudly 
proclaim, "I want to stay in Cleveland." 

The Metropolitan Mission Council of 
The United Methodist Church of Greater 
Cleveland, with 82 member churches, sup
ports a number of projects meeting the 
all-too-apparent needs of the people of 
the inner city. The Council is funded 
through World Service, the East Ohio 
Conference, the Commission on Religion 
and Race, and the National Division of 
the Board of Global Ministries. Pictured 
are some activities it supports. 
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Feeding the hungry- Lee Hiles, co-director of Com
munity Corner in Bethany Presbyterian Church, checks 
supplies of such stap les as rice, pinto beans and dried milk 
(right). Community Corner is a project of the West Side 
Ecumenical Ministry of Cleveland . It provides a two-day, 
end-of-the-month supp ly of food to about 1,500 fami li es, 
some of them facing sudden emergencies, most of them 
supplementing inadequate incomes. The number of per
sons coming to the center has doubled in recent months, 
Ms. Hil es said . 

A yo ung wo man at the center, who declined to be 
photographed, sa id her husband had been laid off work at 
General Motors, h is unemp loyment check had been de
layed, and she needed medica l assistance. " If it weren't 
for a place like this, I don ' t know what we'd do," she said , 
choki ng back tears . 

A campaign by the Greater Cleveland ln terchurch 
Council to focus attention on the hunger crisis elicited 
$120,000, primarily from business and charitable associa
tions, for 12 hunger centers operated mainly by churches. 
Respo nding to community worries, volu nteers carefully 
ascertain the need of recip ients. They have found only 
one percent getting food at more than one location . 

Since the Cou nty We lfare Department estimates as 
many as 200,000 people in need of food at some point 
during a yea r, the churches are publicizing the need for 
raises in public assistance payments, for jobs, and other 
long-term solutions to the hunger problem. 



Sheltering the homeless-The 
church's latest attempt to provide 
housing for the poor is 22 attractive 
townhouses with 88 units (below), 
built two years ago with government 
monies by the Interfaith Housing 
Corporation, a Jewish and Protestant 
body. Construction of additional 
un its is awaiting the release of federal 
funds. It is too early to determine 
whether thi s cooperative housing 
effo rt in the inner city will succeed, 
but it has the advantages of broad
based sponsorship, careful screening 
of tenants, and a resident social 
worker. 

MMC ventures in the late '60's to 
rehabilitate apartments and single
family houses for the poor in the riot
darnaged Hough area were thwarted 
by construction and management 
problems and tenant transiency. The 
empty house (opposite page) , was 
one of five purchased and renovated 
by MMC, partly with funds from 
MELIC, the UM National Division 's 
defunct self-help loan fund. 
" Within hours after the first tenants 
moved out, the house had been 
completely stripped and vandalized," 
recalls the Rev. Norman Y. Prichard, 
minister of metropolitan mission for 
the MMC. " W e ca n't afford to raze 
it." 

A number of churches assisted by 
MMC deal with housing problems by 
offering tenants and landlords in
formation on their rights. West Side 
Community House, a center related 
to the Board of Global Ministries, 
has a rehabilitation program to help 
low-i ncome and elderly homeowners 
make basic home repairs ; the home
owners provide materials and the 
center supplies free labor. 
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Spreading the c 'ood News-At least 
three United Methodist churches re
ceiving some supP,ort from the MMC 
have reversed the trend toward decline 
of inner city congregations, bringing 
new members into fe ll owship. Peop les 
United Methodist has adapted its style 
of ministry to the needs of the Ap
palachian people who have been mov
ing into the near West Side of Cleve
land. Emphasis in worship is on the 
Wesleyan " warmed heart" ; the con
gregation is responding with pente
costal fervor. " We have 275 members 
and are growing," beams Robert 
Thompson, chairman of the board of 
trustees and a l ifelong member of the 
church. The former ly weak church 
has become one of the most vital 
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congregations in the city. 
St. Matthew's, a black corigrega t1 ori, 

has added 96 members in the pas l 
year, mostly women and their daughters 
who have joined the church 's Com 
mun ity Gospel Choir. The c.l1urch 
houses a number of se1vice program 
summer lunches for needy schoo l-age 
chi ldren, an outreach program to youth 
and the elderly, a thrift shop, I lead 
start, daycare, and a popular mu ic 
program for youth wh o have outgrovm 
daycare but are too young lo be at 
home unattended (top). 

Poverty in the area is mJssive, bu t 
the church is not a handout talion , 
stres es the Rev. Warren Booker, r as lo r, 
a 1974 graduate of Gammon Th o logi
cal Seminary in Atlanta. " W e' re em-



phas1zing doing for our Ives, doing 
away with th w I fare mentality. There 's 
an w spirit of ind penden e in our 
fairly a tive ongr gat1on ." 

Trinity United M thodi st, a rv1ce
mind d hur h in an aging whit 
n 1ghborhood, ha nro lled 20 new 
m mb r in th pa t six months and 
plan to k p growing. A knowl dge
able observ r say that the pa tor, 
th Rev. Halli Francies, se n at the 
hur h' Thur day night supp r (oppo

site page), attra t new memb rs " by 
loving th m." Mrs. Francies, a friendly 
woman who nt red the ministry 
in middle ag aft r car ers in du ation 
and couting (" I would hav b en a 
m1n1 t r arl1 r if I had een more 
women in th rol "), finds a " new open
ne and caring" in th congr gation . 

" For exampl , an old woman who 
b longs to the hur h was missing from 
hur h on Sunday," she aid . " ome 

of th member called her, but she 
didn ' t answer, and they visited her, but 
he wa n' t home. owe were quite 

worri d, becau e he hadn ' t told any
on he was going away. 

" bout the middle of thew ek, a 
man from our congregation wa driving 
in downtown leveland when he 
potted the woman walking along the 
tre t, carrying a mall uit ase. He 

1ump d out of hi ar, ran up to her, 
and threw his arms around her. The 
woman wa very mov d. Sh had b en 
vi iting a friend out of town. 'I didn ' t 
think anybody would mi s me,' he 
aid." 

A part of its oncern for its members 
and ommunity, Trinity is ons1dering 
th building of a multi-purpo e, gov

rnm nt- finan ed fa ility to provide 
hou ing for th elderly and handi-
app d and a nter for daycare and 

t 

Building community-Four struggling 
inn r it chur he formed a loose 
oalit1on , the We t Side Ecumenical 

Mini tr , nine ear ago. " The name of 
th game was urvi al," ay the Rev. 

org i himoto, United hur h of 
hri t mini ter who recently became 

EM' e e utiv ecretary (above 
right) " But we've always been concerned 
that the churche become subject 
rather than object of mission ." Today 

EM compri e 35 Catholic and 
Prate tant chur he , till weak, but 
mounting an able witne in their 
d teriorating neighborhood . 

ting through four cluster , the 
EM hurche conduct an effective 

tuto rin g prog1am called Teach a e1gh
bor to Read, op ra te fo ur fac il1t1 es for 
fe ding 200 lderl y peopl five days a 
week, run two group homes for teen
agers w ho have been r lea ed from 
tat corr ct1 ona l 1nst1tu t1ons, and serve 

yo uth in a va rr ety o f ministri es. The 
budget is met by suppo rting d nomina
ti ons and funds fro m federa l programs. 

ha ring rn mission has led to sharing 
o f pulpits and ce leb ra ti on among th e 

hur hes, whr ch have d iverse theologies 
and traditi ons. 

Th W es t Side Community House, 
whi ch is suppo rt d pr imaril y l:; y United 
Torch Se rvic s but also by th e Un i ted 
M ethodi t Board of Global M inis tries, 
has a numb r of appreciated com
munity programs-dayca r (bo ttom 
photo), tutoring, coun seling, family 
ass istan e, di stributi on of f ood and 

lathing, a mental help program, 
r creat ion . 

" Unemployment has hit thi s area 
hard and we've tried to respond to 
ommun i ty needs," says M argaret 
assidy iller, deaconess-home mis
ionary working as admini strative 

a sistant at the center. 
Other church agencies tackling com

munity problems and effe tin g recon
iliation include Christ Community 
hurch, a Spanish-speaking congrega

tion, and a Youth Involvement Program 
which brings black and white youth 
together for work and study one 
aturday a month. 

" All that we do in our mission is our 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the expression of God 's love for all 
men," says the Rev. orman Y. 
Prichard , minister for metropolitan mis-
ion of MMC. • 
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Eansas Welcames 
I 

n nvas1an 
Marjorie Matthaei 

A LL AMERICA will be celebrating 
the bicentennial of its founding 

in the coming months, but a quiet 
drama in its heartland brings back 
memories of only a little more than 
100 years ago when ative Ameri
can s were struggling desperately to 
hold their lands against the invading 
settlers . 

Today on a lovely tree-shaded 
campu in a small Kansas town, an 
" invasion" of ative Americans is 
being welcomed and encouraged . 
Baker University in Baldwin, Kansas, 
a United 1ethodist school , has 
developed a cooperative program 
with Haskell Indian Junior College, 
just 14 mile away, to offer oppor
tunities in higher education and to 
broaden and enrich the cultural ba e 
of their common life. 

Thirty-five to 60 ative Am rican 
students are expected on the Baker 
campus this fall , as a re ult of thi 
cooperative action and sp cial finan
cial a sistance. 

And waiting to greet the increa -
ing number of American Indian 
students at Baker Univer ity is one 
of their own-and ours- the Rev. 
Patri ck Freeman , who ha ju t been 
as igned as pastor of the Baldwin 
United Methodi t Church . 

Pat Freeman , a member of the 
Creek nation, is a former Crusade 
Scholar at t. Paul chool of Th olo
gy in Kan a City, Mo inc hi 
youth , he ha had only on d ir 
and one ambition- to hav a pa -
toral ministry 1n rural area . 

Born and raised in Tul a, kla , 
wh re hi fath r worked in a r fin ry 
and h1 moth r 1n public health c;er
v1ce , Fr eman was the third 1n a 
family of six boy and two girl . ft r 
graduating from Tul a C ntral high 

hool and Oklahoma Cit Uni r
ity, the Crusade cholar hip p r

m1tted him to attend eminar , 
b ginning in 1963 He rec iv d Cru
ade funds f about 6,000 for h1 

thr ars of graduate work th r 
" If a tud nt could g t into a 

Ma rjo rie 1atthaei i directo r o f Unit ed 
1 thod1q Communication fo r the 

Kan a Area 



sem inary, the selc tion for the Cru
sade funds was based on being a 
member of a minority, the need, and 
the desi re," Freeman said. He com
mends th e program on the simplicity 
with which funds are handled : " The 
scholarship was administered in such 
a way that it came dire tly to the 
student, without confusion or red 
tape." 

Before coming to Lebo United 
Methodist Church in the Kansas East 
Conference in 1968, Freema n se rved 
for two yea rs as director of youth 
ministry in the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference, with offices 

in Oklahoma City, Okla. Now many 
of the Baker students from th at con
ference remember hearing about 
him from o lder brothers an d sis ters. 

" Th e students are proud of him 
and hi s accomp li shments," says Dr. 
Jera ld Wa lker, president of Baker 
University. 

When Freeman and hi s w ife, Vera, 
and two sma ll sons came to Lebo 
seven yea rs ago, members of the 
congregation received them w ith 
enthusiasm. A news story written 
during th eir first few months reads: 
" People are responding to hi s mini s
try so enthusiastica lly that the new 

church at Lebo is full every Sunday, 
including th e aisles." 

The growing respect of hi s peers 
is evident in Patrick Freeman being 
elected to the 1976 Jurisdiction Con
ference delegation, and named to 
the General Board of Higher Edu ca
tion and Ministry. 

" I have had no trouble in being 
accepted as a minority person in the 
Kan sas Eas t Confe rence," the Ind ian 
minister says. " A man who works 
at the business of being a ministe r 
is free to grow here . I like th e size of 
thi s Conference-it's small enough 
so that we do our own work and be 

The new president of Baker University, Jerald C. Walker (center), is honored with a ceremonial dance at an Indian Powwow on 
campus in April. 
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Rev. Patrick Freeman, right, welcomes Dr. Walker and two native American students 
to First UM Church in Baldwin, across from the University. 

recognized for it. " 
Vera, a Cherokee, has taught 

special reading classes and elemen
tary school in Lebo for four years. 
Their chi ldren now number three : 
Pat, Jr., 15, is a junior in high school; 
Eric, 12, is in the eighth grade; and 
daughter Courtney is 4. 

During the past school year, Free
man has commuted from Lebo two 
or three times each month for in
formal counselling with the Native 
American students on the Baker 
campus. His work dramatized the 
need for a fulltime, on-campus 
counse llor, Doctor Walker said. As 
a result, Homer Noley, formerly with 
the Board of Global Ministries, has 
been employed to serve in thi s 
capacity and as a teacher on the 
faculty. 

" The Native American students 
are a diverse group in linguisti c and 
cu ltural background," Doctor Walk
er explains . " They come from many 
tribes . Problems in social adjustment, 
in personal motivation, in career 
choice, common to all college stu
dents, are intensified for the Native 
American student. A counselor who 
has shared and can understand the 
unique problems of the American 
Indian in our society can ensure the 
students making the most of their 
educational opportunities." 

The enthusiasm and interest of the 
American Indian students on the 
campus thi s past year are evidenced 
by the formation of the Baker Uni
versity Native American Club. Monty 
Conrad, a Creek and former presi
dent of the Haskell Junior College 
student body, is president. The Club 
operates under the same guidelines 
as all other campus organizations. 
It reaffirms Indian culture and has 
received full acceptance on campus. 

Its first project added a new and 
exciting dimension in diversity and 

interest, Doctor Walker admitted . 
In April , on his Inau guration Day as 
new president of Baker University, 
the Native American Club sponsored 
an Indian Powwow in his hono r. 
Community, campus, and Indian 
tribesmen joined together in the 
gymnasium in an exceptionally large 
and appreciative crowd . The fact 
that some 500 American Indians at
tended indicates the acceptance of 
the college program in the Indian 
communities, Pat Freeman said. Be
ca use of the huge success, the pow
wow may become an annual event. 

A weekly radio program on Station 
KNBU has Marty Conrad describing 
Indian events and customs, so that 
the Baldwin community as well as 
the student body is made aware of 
the Native American cu lture. 

"Our Indian students are active 
in sharing their culture," President 
Walker explained . "And this enriches 
the entire cu ltural life of the school. 
Increasing numbers of Native Ameri
can students are coming to our 
campus, many of them from Haskell 
Indian Junior College. About 60 per
cent come from the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference, but 
others are from around the country 
-Washington State, North and 
South Dakota, Minnesota. And other 
places, too," he added, with a 
sparkle in his eye as he told of one 
prospective Native American student 
from New York "who's a tremendous 
basketball player!" Most of these 
American Indian students are United 
Method is ts . 

The Native American Scho larship 
program was initiated at Baker in 
1972, with seed money of $10,000 
coming from the National Division 
of the Board of Global Ministries. 
Now additional resources come from 
the government, under the Tit le Ill 
and IV programs. 
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Each student can receive a $1,000 
American Indian scholarship if he/ 
she has one fourth Indian blood, 
according to Dennis Domer, direc
tor of financia l aid at the schoo l. 
They also are eligible for supple
mental education opportunity 
grants, basic education opportun
ity grants, national direct student 
loans, and co llege work-study pro
gram. There also may be aid from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

The assistance is coordinated so 
that if government money is in
vo lved , a student will not get more 
than his ca lculated need, Domer ex
plained. Total money used varies 
each year. For example, college 
work-study totals around $33,000; 
supp lemental grants about $58,000; 
national direct loans, $150,000; and 
basic aid varies from $40,000 to 
$200,000 depending on students and 
needs. 

Baker University is requesting 
from the Board of Global Ministries 
for 1976, the sum of $10,000 for 
partial funding of the salary of the 
counse llor for Native American 
students. Requests to the Board will 
diminish each year, with no funds 
being asked for beyond 1977-78. 

Before the " Indian invasion", 
Baker had a total of about 800 stu
dents each year. The number of Na
tive American students is increasing 
rapid ly. And now, with the welcome 
and opportunities extended by the 
United Methodist college, the com
munity, and the church, and with 
two Native Americans- the Rev. 
Patrick Freeman and Homer Noley 
- ready to extend a helping hand, 
more and more of these young 
peop le are expected to find Baker 
University the place to get an educa
tion and to develop a real pride in 
sharing their own heritage. • 

For the '75-'76 academic year, 
there will be 69 Crusade Schol
ars-49 U.S. ethnic minorities, 
14 internati onal persons study
ing in the U.S., and 6 per
sons approved for study in 
Europe or other regions outside 
their countries. In addition, the 
program , funded with approxi
mately $435,000, provides block 
grants for scholarships for stu
dents overseas. The program 
primarily assists graduate stu
dents. 



WHAT DO you do with an in
stitutional white elephant? 

Can an agency survive when the 
need it was built to fill has vanished? 
Should it? 

All of these questions are being 
addressed with energy at Allen Hi gh 
School in Asheville, North Carolina . 

A project of the United Method
ist Church si nce 1880, Allen High 
School began as The Asheville Acad 
emy and Allen Industrial Home. 
It was th e Methodist Epi scopa l 

What do qou do with 
an institutional 

Chu rch's answer to th e to tal lack 
of edu ca ti onal opportu nity fo r black 
yo un g peop le in th e South. Black 
stud ents from all over the Appa la
chian region of Western North 
Caro lina came to live and stu dy at 
A llen. Th ere were si mply no publ ic 
schoo ls fo r b lack youngs ters in th eir 
home towns. Th e schoo l served 
both elementa ry and secondary 
stud ents. 

Th e gradua l extension of free, 
publi c (th ough seg regated) educa-

ite elephant l 

Richard Gilbert 

tion slow ly eliminated the need for 
servi ces fo r an elementary schoo l. 
As it did so, A ll en Home and School 
(its second name) began to speci al
ize in a junio r-senio r high program 
with an emphas is on home arts and 
general high schoo l curriculum fo r 
youn g, bl ack women. 

As thi s too began to be made 
ava il abl e pu bl icly, A ll en H igh Schoo l 

Mr. Gilbert , a Un i ted Methodist m in
ister, is director of Allen Cen te r. 
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(its third name in fifty years) agai n 
changed its focus ; this time to a 
heavy emphasis on quality secondary 
education for the college-bound 
young woman . The Allen High 
School diploma became a widely
known and much-respected cre
dential that gained its holders ready 
access to the nation's finest col leges 
and universities. 

But the needs of young people 
(especial ly black young people) 
continued to change. The Supreme 
Court's actions on school desegrega
tion and the gradually more effective 
insistence of the black community 
on quality education in every city 
and town began to work. By 1970 
A llen High School was feeling the 
pinch . As the costs of private edu
cation grew and the availability of 
free, quality public education in-



creased, fewer and fewer black 
parents opted to use private schoo ls. 
A ll en enro llment dropped . Deficits 
grew. 

By 1974 it became clea r that it 
was time fo r A llen once again to 
shi ft its missional thrust. Two study 
teams were dispatched by the Na
tional Division of the Board of Glob
al Ministries. Th e school program 
was discontinued in May. A new 
program was proposed. 

In January of 1975, Allen adopted 
its fourth official title, A ll en Center, 
and began a totally new program 
designed to meet the present and 
emerging needs of young peop le 
and fami li es in Western No rth 
Carolina . 

The new program features four 
major priority areas each designed 
to se rve young people with a 

special emphasis on youngsters 
from the black commu nity. 

Residential Alternatives 

Th ere are ve ry few alternat ives in 
Weste rn North Carolina for the child 
who is temporarily or permanently 
unab le to li ve with her own (o r 
someone else's) fami ly. The on ly re
sources are an over-burdened foster 
fam il y prog ram, distant ch ild -care in
stitutions and state training schoo ls 
for delinquent you ngste rs. 

Kids need a va ri ety of li ving pos
sibiliti es in th eir own communiti es. 
Children whose families are in crisis 
frequently need temporary shelter 
w hil e social se rvice workers stab ilize 
the fam ily situat ion o r prepare al
ternate placement plans. Teenagers 
freq uent ly need to li ve outside a 
fa mil y until their ability to adjust to 
family life has improved . Some teen
agers wi ll never be ab le to adj ust 
to fa mily li fe , especially if they have 
experi enced many foste r family 
placements. Sti ll other young people 
need and ca n use an alternative to 
the juvenil e jails that mask as train
ing schools for delinquent young
sters. 

Allen Center is work ing to de
ve lop these kinds of livi ng al
ternatives in loca l communities in 
Western North Carolina. taff of th e 
Cente r are currentl y ass isting a 
new United Methodist co rporation 
(CARING for Children , Inc.) to pro
vide an emergency shelter program 
fo r children in cri sis. Its first 
program, a small group home called 
" O ur Place," was officially opened 
last month in the former faculty 
residence on the Allen campus. A 
second house is planned in the nea r 
future. The directors of CARING 
have begun a long- range planning 
process geared to th e res idential 
needs of children and you ng people. 

Youth Development 

Black young peop le in Asheville 
have few opportunities to develop 
a sense of identity, tradition , soli
darity and worth . They are increas
ingly separated from the tradition , 
hi story and culture of their own 
people. Thi s is especiall y tru e of 
you ng people from poor, inner-city 
neighborhoods, th e poorest of which 

The wide variety of programs con
ducted by Allen Center include: (far 
left, opposite page) the Children's 
Grammar School, a private alternative 
elementary school featuring individual
ized learning and parent involvement; 
(right, opposite page) Ashevi lle Junc
tion, an experimental coffee house 
designed to present a variety of cultural 
and folk traditions such as Bessie Jones 
and Sister Bessoe Burke singing slave 
songs; (left, this pclge) a small after
school group talks on the lawn in 
front of the Muriel Day office build
ing, formerl y the dormitory; (above) 
a kickball game is part of an after-school 
program for the East End, a low
income inner city neighborhood di
rectly adjacent to the campus. 
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is directly adjacent to the Allen 
campus. 

Staff of the Center will be working 
with adu lts and young people from 
the Asheville black community to 
develop a program friendly to the 
interests of young black people . 
Cultural, recreational and educa
tional programs are a few of the 
possibilities currently on the draw
ing board for future action . Present
ly, an after-school and evening 
recreation program, a budding black 
arts festival (with a local radio 
station) and a variety of cultural 
events featuring black performers 
are underway. 

Educational Alternatives 

Despite the great strides taken 
in quality public education, a 
stubbornly large number of children 
(as many as 40 percent in some 
schools) do not complete their high 
school education . Still greater num
bers of students fail to get from 
the educational system the basic 
tools they need to " make it" in the 
real world . Those tools include 
adequate academic skills and the 
sense of competence and worth that 
all young people need in order to 
fulfill their God-given potential . It 
is clear that other approaches to 
the educational task must be taken , 
if our children (a nd our society) 
are to reap the benefit of our mas
sive commitment to education. 

Allen Center has identified the 
need for a variety of alternatives 
within the public system as a prime 
strategic target in the effort to secure 
a decent chance for every child. The 
Center is actively supporting and 
encouraging three innovative ap
proaches to learning. 

An Optional School program , 
jointly operated by two public 
school systems, provides an evening 
high school for teenagers who are 
unable to continue (or have pre
viously dropped out of) regular 
high school. 

The Teen Mothers Program pro
vides an opportunity for young 
mothers to both mother their 
children and complete their high 
school education. Operated by the 
YWCA, the program features sup
portive socia l services and education 
for parenting in a day care center 
substantially womanned by the 
young mothers themselves. 

The Children's Grammar School 
is a private parent cooperative whose 

goal is to provide a rich learning 
environment for elementary stu
dents. The school encourages indi
vidualized, self-directed instruction. 
Parents are heavily involved, not 
only in the governance of the school, 
but in direct work with the educa
tional program. 

Each of these models not on ly 
provides alternatives for a few 
children, but shows real promise 

The HELP Line -one of 
the member groups of 
Allen's Tenant 
Cooperative, provides 
a 24-hour Information 
and referral service. 
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for humanizing educational institu
tions and helping them fulfill their 
promise for all children . Allen Cen
ter provides reduced-cost space, 
equipment and other supporting 
se rvices with an eye toward helping 
these programs successfu lly demon
strate new educational approaches. 

Community Service Center 

The campus of Allen Center is 
rapidly becoming a multi-function 
location for a number of community 
agencies and organizations. The 
former Muriel Day Residence Hall 
has become the Day Office Building 
and, after extensive renovation, is 
now home to a number of helping 
agencies. A total of 16 organizations 
now serve people in space on the 
A llen Campus. 

They represent all kinds of helping 
services from the United Way to 
social services (fam ily counseling, 
adoptions), recreation (Boys' Club 
of Ashevi l le), cultu ral activities (a 
coffee-house, a black theater group), 
educational programs (see above), 
employment programs for young 
people, and minority advocacy 
(Community Relations Council). 

Each organization has been judged 
to have significant impact on the 
lives of children and families . Costs 
associated with building use are 
met by a unique tenant cooperative 
in which all using agencies pitch in 
their fair share of the total expense. 

The Future 

The National Division is working 
on a three-year time-line to assist 
A llen Center to become a viable 
loca l institution , supported and 
governed by the local community 
The question that must be answered 
in this time is whether the institu
tions of the Center can make the 
radical program changes required 
not only by changing national 
priorities but by the changing needs 
of people. Or whether the only 
availab le option is their death and 
the loss of their energy and vitality 
to the comm unities they once 
served. 

The Allen Center project is 
designed to demonstrate the con
tinuing viability of at least one of 
those institutions and to test its 
ability to generate local enthusiasm 
and to become a focal point for 
the helping and healing ministries 
of the local community. • 



tmc Pref lle5 In Ml55lcn 

Wllllam 
Weller 

Chrtsnans and 3ems 

AN OLD story has a Western 
diplomat telling Jews and Mos

lems they ought to stop fighting and 
work out their differences in a 
Christian spirit. 

Whi le rejecting all such obtuse 
paternalism, Wi ll iam Weiler con
tends that Christians, if they act 
with a sense of humility, can play 
a useful and unique role in helping 
to overcome the Middle East con
flict between Arabs and Jews. 

This role, he cautions, is not one 
of " meddling" or " spouting political 
proposals." Rather, he says, the 
long-standing presence of Christian 
churches in the area has given them 
affinities with both Moslems and 

Jews, and provided an opportunity 
for Christians to se rve as a "channel 
of communication." Christians visit
ing from outside the area can also 
render this serv ice, he believes-i n 
some cases perhaps even more 
effectively. 

Weiler has been especially con
cerned with th e Middle East con
flict si nce he was appointed las t 
year to direct the new office of 
Christian-Jewish relation s in the 
National Council of Churches. 

That is not the only topic he sees 
on the agenda for Christian-Jewish 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributo r. 
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conversations, nor do his own in
terests necessarily center on Middle 
East issues. An Episcopal minister 
with a doctorate in rabbinical 
literature, he comes to the post out 
of an academic and parish back
ground . He has served as a minister 
in his native state of Pennsylvania, 
and at the time of his appointment 
to the NCC post was teaching in 
Muenster, Germany. 

With this orientation, he would 
like to give a little less time to po
litical questions and more to 
discussion of the points that unite 
and distinguish Christians and Jews, 
and to joint study of their common 
heritage in the Hebrew scriptures. 
But he recognizes that the question 
of Israel stands foremost in the 
thinking of the Jewish community 
just now, and consequently de
mands attention from any Christian 
concerned with Jewish relations. 

Last spring Weiler made a two
week visit to the Middle East as part 
of a World Council of Churches 
delegation . The group included the 
World Council ' s secretary for Jewish 
relations, Franz von Hammerstein ; 
its secretary for Moslem relations, 
John B. Taylor, and the director of 
its Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, Leopoldo 
Niilus. 

Finding their affiliations gave them 
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entree to all quarters, they talked 
with religious and political leaders, 
as well as professors, journalists and 
others, in Israel , Lebanon, Syria, Jor
dan and Egypt. 

On h_is return , Weiler reported 
that people on both sides showed 
more openness toward accepting the 
other than he had seen on previous 
vi sits. And among Jews, Christians 
and Moslems he found recognition 
of a need for tri-faith dialogue-a 
position " very new for Moslems." 
But still , not much actual communi
cation was taking place. 

The visitors were continually 
questioned for information about 
the climate of opinion in the Middle 
East, Weiler said , and many people 
hoped the visiting churchmen would 
serve as channels for conv~ying their 
thoughts and feelings to the other 
side. 

" Tell the Arabs we do want to see 
them realize their as pi rations. " 

" Tell the Jews we do not hate 
them." 

On occasion, Weiler says, World 
Council representatives responded 
by asking in effect, " Why don ' t you 
tell them yourself?" And delegation 
members, believing that churches 
stand in a favorable position to bring 
Jews and Arabs together for dia
logue, particularly urged churches of 
the area to become more active in 
facilitating communication . The Na
tional and World Councils will 
themselves seek to encourage dia
logue among the three faiths, Weiler 
adds. 

In the past, he laments, churches 
of the Middle East have not been 
conspicuously helpful to the cause of 
reconciliation. For one thing, he 
notes, many Christians there are 
ethnically Arabs and strongly com
mitted to the Arab side. Melkite 
Archbishop llarion Capucci, con
victed of smuggling guns into lsr.ael 
for use by Arab guerrillas, is but the 
most publicized of many Arab Chris
tians displaying the same loyalties. 

As for the missionaries and the 
churches they have established, 
Weiler says, many of them see evan
gelism as their only task, and con
sequently exert little initiative toward 
the improvement of Arab-Israeli 
relations. 

Weiler endorses the commitment 
to evangelism, believing that the 
church is commissioned to proclaim 
the good news to all people . And on 
the specific point of evangelizing 



Jews, he says th ey should be neither 
singled out for attent ion nor singled 
out for exclusion from mission ef
forts. But the work of the church in 
the Middle East needs to be broad
ened, he says, so that it can serve as 
reconciler . 

We il er also deplores a tendency 
among Christians both in the Middle 
East and in the United States to be
come " polarized," some identifying 
themselves as champions of Israel 
and others defending the Arab side . 

He rea lizes tha t Jews get uneasy 
about "evenhanded" and "ba l
anced" approaches, since for Israe l 
the question is not one of a littl e 
more land or a littl e less, but of 
existence itse lf. 

Nonethe less, the church is ca ll ed 
to the task of reconcili ation, Weiler 
says, and the startin g point for any 
reconciling work in the Middle East 
must be an attitude of "emphatic 
affirmation " toward both sides. 

On the Arab side, he fi nds the 
Palestinian cause particularly crucial. 
W hile Pa lestinians are A rabs, he says, 
through the processes of hi sto ry they 
have become a distin ct people, and 
th eir struggle for a politi ca l ex ist
ence, like that of the Jews, consti
tu tes a " liberation " movement. 

Go lda Meir used to deny that " the 
Palest inians" even existed. Those in
dividuals commonly indentified as 
such , she argued, were just Arabs, 
and since th ere were already severa l 
A rab states in the region, no justifi
cation could be offered for another 
one. 

O n th is point, Weiler reported 
after his spring visit to the Middle 
East, th e attitude of Israe li officials 
has shifted, thou gh in creased open
ness to th e idea of a Palest inian state 
was being expressed on ly in private 
conversation s and "regrettab ly" not 
in government pronouncements. 

Some observers have considered 
the Middle East desk at the National 
Council of Churches to be pro-Arab. 
And when the office for Chri stian
Jewish relation s was estab li shed, it 
might have been expected to emerge 
as a protago nist for th e Israe li side. 

But upon comi ng to the NCC, 
We iler established li aison with the 
Council 's Middle East secretary, 
Richard Butler, to forestall the po
tential polarization that could have 
deve loped in relation to their two 
programs. As one of their first proj
ects, they worked jointly o n the 
development of a Middle East state-

ment adopted by the NCC executive 
committee last December. It de
clared : 

" We call upon Israel and the 
Palestinians to recognize mutually 
the right of the other party to the 
same se lf-determination which each 
desires for itself. W e affi rm th e ri ght 
of Israe l to exist as a free nation 
within secure borders. We eq ually 
affirm the right of the Palestinian 
people to se lf-determi nat ion and a 
national entity." 

We il er does not attempt to show 
in polit ical terms how the aspirations 
of both Jews and Palestinians can 
be implemented. That is for people 
in the area to reso lve. But though 
many peop le might wonder w hether 
Israe l could be secure if the Pales
tinians with their bitter antagonism 
were allowed to set up an adj acent 
state, Weiler expresses confidence 
th at it is possible. 

" The self-determi nation of one 
people should not invo lve oblitera
tion of the aspirations of another 
people," he says. • Tracy Early 

Miidred 
Dia ck 

36 Vears In Liberia 

M ISS MILDRED Black, who is 
retiring after 36 years as 
a Methodi st missionary in 

Canta, Liberia , has been named 
Dame Grand Commander of the 
Li berian Order of African Redemp
tion by the President of the W est 
African country, William R. Tolbert, 
Jr. 

Mi ss Black was cited fo r her work 
in education and ad ult literacy, as 
well as for eva ngeli sti c work and 
Bible teaching. Methodist Bi shop 
Bennie D. Warner and many other 
Liberians whom Miss Bl ack has 
taught through the years were 
present at the ceremony on April 
23 in Monrovia, capita l of Liberia. 

" I feel that I've learned more than 
I' ve contributed ," sa id Mi ss Black 
recent ly in New York on her way 
to the furloughed mi ss ionary con
ference in Columbia, Missouri. I've 
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seen a lot of advancement in the 
country. When I first went out there 
I had to walk up to Canta, but now 
there is a road. " The mission station, 
which has been her home during 
her entire stay in Liberia, is near the 
border of Guinea. 

" There is much more interest in 
education," she continued. " Wom
en are getting educated more. At 
first they wouldn't send girls to 
school , but in 1945 we had our 
fi rst girl, in '46 one more. Now we 
have about half and half out of 300 
students." Miss Black was principal 
of the school at Canta for a number 
of years before she was relieved of 
it to devote full time to adult literacy 
in the Mano language and in English . 
She has taught Mano to a British 
Bible translator, June Hobley, who 
expects shortly to have the New 
Testament ready for publication . 

Remin isci ng about the changes 
she has seen, Miss Black said : " In 
those days we didn't even have an 
organized church and not even a 
bishop in residence. Then we had 
an American bishop, and now our 
own Liberian bishop. Our school has 
improved, we know how to do 
translation work, and people are 
reading their own language as well 
as English." 

Miss Black was also the founder 
of a weekly newspaper called The 
Canta News, a lively journal carry
ing local and international news 
(picked up on short wave radio). 

She feels there is definitely still 
a place for missionaries in Liberia 
"so long as they don' t go out with 
preconceived ideas as to what 
they' re going to do and how to do 
it." She credits the success of the 
Canta mission to its founder, Dr. 
George W . Harley, who had the 
"a ttitude that the Liberians had 
something to give to us as well as 
we had to give to. them. " 

" You cannot go out to condemn . 
What is sin to one is not necessarily 
sin to another. We hope for more 
understanding between cultures." 
One difference between Liberian 
culture and the U.S. she feels is that 
there men take more responsibility 
for their child ren . 

She feels there is less friction now 
in Liberia than there once was be
tween the Amero-Liberians, who 
descend from the original American 
settlers and live mostly in the capi
tal, and the tribal groups in the 
interior. " The government is trying 
for a united Liberia," she says. 

The country is strong in natural 
resources, such as iron, rubber and 
diamonds, but the worldwide in
crease in oil prices has affected the 
economy. Gas is $1.05 a gallon in 
the interior. 

Miss Black, who was born in 
Albion , Michigan and studied at 
Albion College and Scarritt College 
in Nashville, Tennessee, has seen 
many of her students become lead
ers of Liberia and active in the 

Church. Dr. Wilfred Boayue, who 
became the first African doctor at 
the hospital at Canta , was one of 
her students. 

As she became more involved in 
adult literacy work, she coordinated 
a program to train teachers in both 
Mano and English literacy. Her 
work was done mostly at night be
cause the people worked on the 
farms during the day. In 1973 this 
journalist went with Miss Black on 
one of her nighttime visits to a 
village . There was no electricity, 
only flashlights and a kerosene lamp 
to break the African night. For an 
hour she went over lessons with her 
students in the shelte r of one of the 
round huts, with much of the village 
gathered outside. 

" God is not small," she says, "and 
those people are his children . He 
is not just God for one tribe of 
peop le." 

The award to Miss Black, the 
country's highest honor, includes a 
parchment with the word "Knight" 
crossed out and " Dame" written in , 
and two large gold medals in the 
shape of the five-pointed Liberian 
star. One side of the smaller medal 
shows the Liberian motto : "The 
Love of Liberty Brought Us Here." 
The other side has two slaves, a man 
and a woman, kneeling at the Cross 
of Christ, while at their feet are 
broken chains. 

Charles E. Brewster 

Miss Mildred Black talks to one of her former Ganta Students, Yah Gatey, who is now a teacher. 
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ISSUES 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

W hat has been called " the jugular 
v in" of the western hemisphere runs 
through a curved ne k of land in Central 
America with Costa Rica on the west 
and Colombia on the east. The famous 
Panama Canal, cutting the Republic of 
Panama in two, connects the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans and keeps the com
mercial life-blood flowing from one 
continent to another. 

"To construct and operate, as well as 
to protect and defend" this canal, the 
United States negotiated a treaty wi th 
Panama in 1903 which gave the U.S. the 
53-mile-long canal routing toget her 
w ith five miles to either sid of the 
canal's exac t center, upon which the 
U.S. was to act "as if sovereign in 
perpetuity'.' 

Th is ten-mile stretch of Canal Zone 
constitutes what some Panamanians 
call "an imperia list enclave:' The pres nt 
Panamanian government has mad the 
return of thi s territory a central objec
tive. 

The Rev. Jac int o Ordon ez, a 
Guatemalan Indian, who served as the 
M ethodi5t Bishop of Panama from 
1972-74, believes that Panamanians 
have been "made dependent by fou r 
enclaves-the Canal Zone, the military 
bases on the zone, the concentration of 
foreign capital in the country and the 
agricultura l exploitation through such 
firms a., Unit c•cl Brands'.' 

Reaction to what O rdonez ca lls "col
onialism" fl ared up in 1964 when riots 
swept through Panama. A group of 
Panamanian students, angered th at 
their flag was not fl ying beside the 
Ameri an f lag over a Zonian high 
school, marched into the zone and 
attempted to raise it. The incident set 
off fight ing that swept through the zone 
and beyond-eventually drawing the 
fir of U.S. troops. When the Panama
nian National Guard moved to restore 
order after four days, relations between 
the U.S. and Panama had deteriorated 
seriously. 

Since then the two countries have 
been negotiating sporadica lly. In Febru
ary of 197 4, Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger and Panamanian Fo r ign 
Minister Juan Tack signed an eight-point 
Agreement on Principles to guide the 
format ion of a new treaty. In the year 
fo llowing, the two negotiating teams 
led by Ambas ador-at-Large Ellsworth 
Bunker for the U.S. and Fore ign Minister 
Tack for Panuma held numerous meet
ings. By February 4, 1975, they had 

. reached "conceptual agreement" (not 
yet translated into treaty language) . 

PANAI\IA 

A Long History 
The strategic location of the isthmus 

hils always been Panuma's "principal 
natural resource'.' The cou ntry was a 
trading center long before the con
quistadores. After Columbus dropped 
unchor on the Atlantic ide near the 
mouth of the Chagres River (now part of 
the canal) in 1502 and forma lly claimed 
the land for the Spanish crown, Panama 
gradually became a great commercial 
cen ter. It remained a fotal point for over 
200 ycar5. 

Golfo d• Panama 

' 
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Because Spain did not allow other 
nations to trade w ith her colonies, 
English, French, Dutch and Portuguese 
pirates preyed on Spanish shipping. But 
w hen Spain and England signed a peace 
treaty in 1730 and began to route their 
ships around the tip of South America, 
Pa nama became a forgotten back
water. She entered into association w ith 
the Republi of Greater Colombia under 
the name of the Department of the 
Isthmu s. And there she remained until 
1903, except for a few brief interva ls 
w hen secessionist movements led the 
people of Panama to seek autonomy. 

When the U.S. began its move west 
and acquired O regon, the need to link 
east and west became essential. A 
routing was developed in 1848 from 
New York to the Chagres River by 
steamship, across the isthmus by horse
drawn vehicle (unti l a New York 
businessman built a railroad) and then 
back up the coas t from Panama City to 
O regon by steamship. In 1878, the 
French won a concess ion from Colom
bia to bui ld a canal. They worked nine 
years, dug a fourth of it and lost 20,000 
workmen mainly to yellow fever before 
the company went bankrupt in 1889. 

Fi ve years later the chief engineer of 
the company, Jea n Phi lippe Bunau
Varilla organized a new company that 
took over the rights of the old. Unable 
to se ll his plans in France, he approached 
the U.S. Government but found himself 
in competition w ith an American com
pany w hich had begun work on a canal 
across Nicaragua the year the French 
company gave up in Panama. Th e 
Americans, too, had run out of money. 

A U.S. Panama canal project became 
po li t ically viable only after the Spanish
American War. W hen the battleship 
"O regon" made a 13,000-mile voyage 
around Cape Horn to Cuba, Congress 
became convinced that a ca nal was 
essential. 

Th e U.S. survey in g co mmiss io n 
favored a Nica ragua routing, until 
Bunau-Varilla arri ved in Washington and 
pointed out that while Nicaragua was 
subject to earthquakes, in Panama, the 

French company's property, rights and 
railroad could be had for only $40 
million. Congress authorized Theodore 
Roosevelt to accept the French offer if 
Colombia would give the U.S. perma
nent control o f a canal zone. 

In 1903 a treaty to that effec t was 
signed, but the Colombian legislature 
refused to approve it. The Panamanians, 
however, w anted the canal and wanted 
th eir ind epend ence. Bun au-Varill a 
promised to finance a revolution. The 
U.S. sent a cruiser toward Panama. O n 
November 3, w hen the Panamanians 
dec lared th eir ind epende nce , U.S. 
marines di sembarked fo rtuitously to 
celebrate the birth of a new nation and 
di scourage Co lombian troops from 
quell ing the outbreak. 

The new republic named Bunau
Varil la first minister to the U.S. and the 
ru ling junta authorized him to proceed 
with treaty negotiations as their legally 
constituted authority. The treaty Bunau
Vari lla signed, many Panamanians say 
fraudulently concedes to the U.S. in the 
ca nal zone "all rights, power and 
,1uthority : which the United States w il l 
exercise and possess as ii sovereign over 
the territory; with the complete exclu
sion of the army of the republic of 
Panama .. :' It insured an initial payment 
of $10 mil lion, plus $250,000 annual 
rent for the zone and a guarantee of 
independence for the republic. Tlw 
treaty has been modified economica lly 
three times and Panama now receives 
$1,930,000 annually from the U.S. 

A New Canal 
and a Ne .t·o 

Despite international uproar over U.S. 
complicity in the Panamanian secession 
from Colombia, the new nation mean
w hile w as es tabli hing a democratic, 
liberal pres idential sys tem. A year after 
independence, it disbanded its army 
and navy and created w hat is now its 
National Guard-the only armed force 
in the country. 

Democracy in the republic has had a 
somewhat chaotic history. During the 

This is the first of a series on Latin America. 

depre sion and again in 1941 , the legal 
gove rn ments w ere viole n t ly ove r
thrown, and in '1952 the duly-elected 
pres ident was assassinated, th suc
ceeding vice-pre ident was impeached 
and the second vice-president filled out 
the term. The elected liberal party 
candidate of 1964 backed a liberal 
favorite w ho was defeated in a bitter 
election in 1968, and ten days later the 
National Guard overthrew President Ar
nulfo Arias under the leadership of 
General O mar Torrijos. 

Af ter the coup d'etat on October 11 , 
1968, Torrijos outlawed all po li tical par
ties and suppressed freedom of in for
mation and express ion. He se t about to 
build a strong economic base from 
w hich the government could undertake 
certain reforms. Stay ing w ithin the con
fi nes of the capita list sys tem and favor
ing international business (though no 
foreign company can take more than 25 
percent of its profit out of the country) , 
the General began to diversify the 
sources of capital to stop the domina
tion oi U.S. capit<tl. CzeLhoslovak ia ,ind 
Yugoslav ia are at work in Panama; Peru 
is assis ting in the development of cop
per, Spain has an extensive program 
underway to develop the islands. 

Panama has had one of the hardcore 
sucLessful rates of growth (5.3 percent) 
in Latin America in the past ten years
and the highes t per capita income in 
Latin America - an average of $880 a 
year. "That means;' says a Methodist 
Church _spokesman, " that among the 
poorest-those in the cities might be 
earning $2,400 a year while a family in 
the interior might have a plot of ground 
and $600. Generally, there is a small 
high income group, a sizeable middle
class and a large low income group:' 

In 1971 according to the World 
Health Organization, Panama had 52 
hospitals and a doctor-population ratio 
of one per 1,470 persons. Its mortality 
rate-per 1,000 live births- was 37.6. 

Education through elementary and 
secondary schools is free in Panama and 



only a small f e is charged at the 
univ rsity. But though elementary edu
ca tion is compul ory, econdary work is 
not, and the drop-out rate is high. 

A Service-Oriented 
Society? 

Dialogo Socia l, a magazine of critical 
socia l comment ed ited by Xav ier 
Gorostiaga, believes that Panama ha 
become a serv ice-o ri ented so iety, 
dependent upon the U.S. and interna
tional busines . It xis ts to provide 
services for the zone. for owners of large 
fruit plantation like United Brands, for 
int rnational busines~es in Panama City 
and the Colon Free Zone, and for the 
tourist trade-all of which means "a 
minimal infrastructure benefiting th 
country'.' 

The popu lation is about evenly 
divid d betwe n urban and rural sec
tors , but th e ag ri cultural area has 
genera ll y been a stagnant area. The Rev. 
Hugo Ortega, director of lnstituto Pan
americano, points out that the govern
ment is now working to " infrastructure 
the peopl '.' " It has opened sugar plan
tations and is produ ing 60,000 tons a 
year to be sold to the U.S. It has also 
developed some small communiti s in 
rural areas with running water, seed and 
te hnica l ass istance to grow more 
crops. It i heading into cattle rais ing, 
investing in the development of 
cheaper food for poor people, such as 
the produ tion of chickens. It has also 
helped develop the fishing industry
not only for sport (which also means 
dollars for Panama) but to feed the 
poor'.' 

Another indu try rapidly expanding is 
tourism. Japan, Germany, Belgium and 
Spain are investing in resort areas. It is 
estimated that Panama will need 3,000 
additional people each year to manage 
the touri t trade. 

To train unskilled workers, the minis
ters of edu ation and labor have et up 
the ational Commi ss ion of Labor 
Education . The Rev. Hugo Ortega is one 
of its fiv m mbers, and the govern
ment has asked lnstituto Panamericano 
to develop a pilot program to train 
people for tourism. 

Leadership and 
the Church 

Drasti changes began wh n the 
Methodist Church in Panama became 
autonomous in 1973. Today, though 80 
per ent of th church budget still 
comes from the U.S., the church is trying 
to hange tructure to work with le s 

money and to determine its own pro
gram. And the three U.S. mis ionary 

ouples who are till stat ioned in 
Panama have re linqui shed their 
authority ro les to serve at the direction 
of the Panamanian Church. 

Yet leadership is a very basic problem. 
Though Ortega and Ord nez believe 
that there was feeling because th y 
were fore igners, the serious crisis of 
leadership remains. Out of elev n pas
tors serving the 500-member Panama
nian Church, only thr e have fin ished 
secondary school and gone on to Bible 
School in Costa Rica. 

The fac t that two-third s of th e 
Catho lic pries ts in the country are 
foreign, and that both the directorship 
of IPA and the M ethodist bishop's office 
went to foreigners, sp aks of a dearth of 
leadership in the church in genera l. In 
1975, Ordonez chose to step aside and 
return to Guatemala. The Panamanian 
Church, unable to elec t a new bishop 
after twenty-two ballots, suspended its 
constitution and the office of bishop 
and elected a local church pastor as 
pres ident for two vea r~. 

Superintendent Secordino M orales 
b lieves that in spite of the problems 
there is much that is hea lthy in the 
situation. "A church which never had to 
think of paying for a parsonage or 
managing church property is now taking 
responsibility;' he says. " In 1964, all 
decisions were in th hands of miss ion
ari s. But with the riots that year, a 
struggle began between the mission
aries and the Panamanians and the 
hurch took certain pos itions. It de ided 

that the district superintendent had to 
be Panamanian, for exampl . Some 
M ethodists may think it all happened 
too soon, but it was politicall y neces
sary .. . psychologica lly ne ssary .... " 

The Canal Zone 
The Panama Company and the Canal 

Zone Government, which administer all 
civic funct ions, are both agencies of the 
U.S. Government. The zone ha its own 
judiciary system, police, post offi e, 
schools, hea lth facilities, commissary 
and housing. 

Th r are app roximatel y 4,000 
civ ilian orth Americans working in the 
zone either for the canal zone gov rn
ment or the company. As of 197 4, there 
were approximately 9,000 military per
sonnel stationed and living in the .Z., 
and an additional 3,000 station d in the 
zone but living in Panama. Adding 
civi lian employees of the armed fore s 
and depend nts brings the total to 
28,500. 

There ar also 17,000 Panamanians 
working in the zone and 6,000 non-U.5. 
citizens-most of them l1anamanian
living th re. Children born to a Panama
nian parent marri d to a U.S. citizen 
automatically become U.S. citizens. The 
spouse of a U.S. cit izen working in the 
zone can also become a citizen by 
going to the Ameri an Embassy in 
Panama City and getting an immigration 
visa to live p rmanently in the U.S. But 
no specia l period of residence in the U.S. 
is in rea lity requi red, except the time it 
takes to process the naturalizatio n 
papers, and attend a court hearing, 
before the naturalized citizen can return 
home to the zon . 

Be au e of fixed rent and free er
vices, the per capita standard of living in 
the zone is one of the highest in the 
world . Until recently a Zonian could 
employ Panamanian maids for 50 to 
$75 a month -one to are for her 
childr n, another to wash clo thes, 
another to cook. 

The Panama Canal ompany states 
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that while the anal cost the U.S. $387 
million to bui ld, that of the gross invest
ment of $2.2 billion in the canal en
terpri se ove r the years, onl y $901 
mil lion has been recovered. 

Xavier Gorostiaga, professor of 
economics at Panama University, sets 
over against that fact the claim that 
"about 70 percent of the cargo that 
passes through the canal orig inates or 
ends up in the United States. In terms of 
savings in ton-miles, this represents 
about $700 million annually:' The U.S. 
claims that the canal indirectly benefits 
Panama by millions of dollars each year. 

There are fourteen military installa
tions in the canal zone (not bases as is 
often reported, but insta llations), w hich 
provide various services, including 
housing for military training schools. 
The large military presence disturbs 
some Panamanians who be lieve that 
the canal should be declared a neutral 
zone, patrolled pe rh aps by a U.N. 
peace-keeping force. 

But wh ile the military outlay disturbs 
some, it is the hard-core ari stocratic 
Zonians who disturb others. The zone is 
a se lf-contained enclave, a "high-grade, 
complete service'.' 

The zone also has its own churches 
union churches affil iated wi th the Na
tional Counci l of Churches. "Our bishop 
is not the bishop there;' says the Rev. 
Secordino Morales, the fi rst Panamanian 
Methodist pastor and superintendent 
of th e 600- membe r Evange li ca l 
Methodist Church of Panama. "Once in 
awhile a Methodist from the zone will 
come to one of our churches -but, of 
course, there is the language barrier. The 
military, however, would rather live out
side the zone than in and some have 
married Panamanians'. ' He says Panama
nians resent Zonians because " they 
keep to themselves'.' 

Ratification of 
a New Treaty 

O nce specific language has been 
reached in a new treaty, both countries 
must ratify. O n January 29, 1975, a 
manifesto signed by all business and 
professional leaders was published in 
Panama, "demanding more poli tical and 
press freedom before a vote on a new 
Panama Canal treaty with the U.5'.' 

On March 5, 1975, 37 U.S. sena
tors-enough to defeat Senate ratifica
tion of the draft treaty being negoti
ated- had sponsored a resolution for 
the retention of "u ndiluted Un ited 
States sovereign ty over the Panama 
Canal Zone:' 

The senators rai se these issues: Since 
th e U.S. has permitted unres tri cted 
passage to countries of all allegiances, 
including North Korea and Communist 
China, wou ld Panama continue the 
policy? Wou ld she be able to defend it? 
If the U.S. turned the canal over to 
Panama would the Communists, with 
Soviet submarines based in Cuba, be a 
threat? And if it were a join t venture, 
how much land wou ld be needed to 
manage defense and what rights wou ld 
the U.S . militar y have without 
sovereignty? 

Xavier Gorostiaga, who was invited 
along w ith other Panamanian leaders by 
the U.S. State Department to suggest 
so lutions to the problem, believes he is 
speaking for Panamanians, when he 
says, "Panama would be very happy to 
sign a treaty with the U.S. to handle the 
business of the canal unti l the year 
2000 -with increasing participation of 
Panama in order to arrive at that year 
with the power to shift the canal. The 
United States wou ld turn over the canal 
at the turn of the century:' 

Even a completed treaty is only the 
beginning of the process. Opposition to 
the ori gi nal eight-po int ag reement 
began building up as soon as it was 
completed. A coalition of Democrats 
and Republicans announced that they 
are prepared to block the ratifi cation of 
a new treaty since the United States 
would transfer its sovereignty over the 
zone to Panama. In Panama, a group of 
lawyers presented a rejection of the 
Eight Principles to Torrijos, arguing that 
the agreement had done "nothing more 
than to repeat the basic pretensions of 
colonialism in Panama ... " 

The immed iacy o f the problem, 
however, has been clearly outlined by 
Foreign Minister Juan Tack. He warned 
of the crucial aspects of any decision to 
be made for the future because of .. . 
Panama's determination to perfect its 
national independence . .. "We believe 
that as long as a colonialist enclave such 
as the Canal Zone exists in the heart of 
our country, we are not truly indepen
dent . . . so we wi ll go on planting flags 
of national dignity ... ... " 

There are one and a half million persons living on an isthmus a little smaller 
than South Carolina. They are pure-blood Indians, whose ancestors were 
peopling these shores when Columbus first landed; Jamaicans whose grand
fathers were brought in to bui ld the canal; West Indians, East Indians, Chinese, 
Germans, Swedes, and the largest percentage (about 72 percent) people whose 
origins are an Indian-European blend ca lled Mestizo. The official language is 
Spanish, though many also speak English. The country is overw helmingly 
Catholic- the total Protestant community numbering only five percent of the 
population. 

Panama's communities range from the San Blas Indian island villages, where 
coconuts are the only means of exchange, to the capital, Panama City, one of the 
great cosmopolitan centers in the world for international banking, transport and 
communications, with 400,000 people. 

The Evangelica l Methodist Church in Panama was fou nded at the time the 
canal was being built. The first Methodist missionary came in 1905 primarily to 
minister to North Americans but soon became involved with Spanish-speaking 
Panamanians. The lnsti tufo Pan Americana (IPA) was the creation of a 
Colombian woman who came to Panama City the same year and later married a 
miss ionary. She started lasses in the First Method ist Church in Panama built on 
the seawall along the Bay side of the city. IPA has become a prestigious 
institution with 2,735 students. 

The second church, La Gracia, was bui lt not far from Set:iwall, in a: slum section, 
and seven other churches and three summer camps fo llowed, as missionaries 
and Panaman ians developed the work. 

In 1974 Seawall Church was sold and La Gracia rented to Goodwi ll Industries. 
Both congregations consolidated with a third wh ich meets in the now-extensive 
quarters of IPA, to build a new church in a rapidly growing middle-class area near 
the school. The Methodist Church in David is being sold, as are two of the three 
summer camp , and a Methodist hostel for students in Panama City-the 
proceeds to be used for a Christian bookstore-lecture hall at the entrance to 
Panama University. 
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FROM 

PAKISTAN 
What does it feel like to be a 

woman in Pakistan? 
Molly's mother was genteel, edu

cated ; her father wo rked in a Chris
tian bookstore in Lahore, cultural 
cap ital of the Punjab. Pretty and 
bright, Molly became a teacher and 
married a talented fellow-teacher. 
They left city comfo rts to teach in 
Stuntzabad village. After severa l 
years they went to Nashville as Cru
sade Scho lars. Refusi ng prestigious 
jobs, they returned to the vi ll age 
with their littl e son. Later a daughter 
jo ined the family . 

Village life is hard . Molly and 
Percy have suffe red heartaches and 
discouragement working with vi l
lagers who res ist new ideas and 
change. But for twenty years they 
have inspi red the youth of Stu ntza
bad to new experi ences, to leader
ship in the chu rch, in medicine, ag
riculture, business and teaching. 

In the church, Pak istani women 
are slowly ga ining recognition . At a 
recent seminar here in the Confer
ence Center, Molly and others were 
app lauded by men for protesting the 
common belief that "women are 
foo lish and have smaller brains." Be
ca use many women hesitate to ex
press themselves before men, the 
Women 's Fell owship gives oppor
tunities fo r thinking, self-expression, 
spiritual growth and se rvice. Chris
tian women enjoy a freedom denied 
to many of their Muslim siste rs who 
sti ll observe purdah and wear the 
all-enve loping burqa. 

Molly is a creative leader. She rep
resented Pakistan at international 
and U.N. conferences on ed ucat ion 
and the ro le of women. She led 
study-g roups of Amer icans visiting 
Pakistan . At youth camps she en
courages students to create worship 
se rvices out of thei r own experi ence. 
At a retreat for Christian high school 

girl s this sp ring, she stimulated each 
girl to think through her personal 
relationship to " Jesus, My Friend ." 

Pakistani women have come a 
long way. Begum Bhutto, wife of the 
Prime Minister, calls them to "par
ticipate actively in all fields and to 
work fo r th e abolition of socia l evils 
such as the age-long dowry sys
tem." Women are making important 
contributions in the sciences and 
professions. Some are enter ing ad
mini strative posts in government. 

But stil l only three percent of 
Paki sta ni girls reach sixth grade. For 
most women, in adobe homes, in 
cotton fields and factories, life con
tinues with mu ch the same drudgery 
women knew yea rs ago. Pray for a 
new day for them! 

Marvin and Mary Keislar 

The Keislars are United Methodist mis
sionaries. 

BRAZIL 

Mostly we wa nt to tell you about 
our li fe here at the seminary (whi ch 
has the rather complicated name: 
lnstituto Teologico Joao Ramos, Jr.). 
This year there is a very fine bunch 
of students, fourteen in all , eight of 
whom live in the building with us. 
Ea ch receives a small scholarship. At 
the beginning of the schoo l year 
they organized a student co-op 
through which they poo l their funds, 
buy their own food and run the 
school kitchen , which includes the 
hiring of a cook. Each student has 
responsibilities in the building main
tenance . 

Carlos is a new student. He came 
to Brazi l from Chile to fini sh hi s sec
ondary course . Through contacts 
with some of our Methodist youth 
he attended a rally a couple of years 
ago. There he made a decision for 
Christ and became involved in the 
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eludes in the home ) can choose hymn , 
prayer, and reading for a service. It is 
a repository (and the best this reviewer 
has seen ) of hymns and prose for both 
traditional and contempora1y religious 
groups . 

The hymns include not only the great 
and historic hymns of all religious 
groups , but also a selection of the best 
texts and tunes (including some music 
for the guitar) that have been written 
and composed in the recent years of up
surge of such material. While the best 
of hymns written in the 1800's and 
earlier have been retained , it is interest
ing to note the number of compositions 
of poets and musicians born in the 20th 
century that have been used : some of 
these works appearing in a major 
hymnal for the first time. Forty-nine 
authors, born in the 1900's, contributed 
60 new texts to the volume; while 56 
composers , whose birthyears are in the 
same period, are represented by 86 new 
tunes, new arrangements, or descants . 
This is a higher percentage of new ma
terial than most major hymnals have 
dared to select for their readers and 
singers . 

Unlike this book's predecessor Armed 
Forces Hymnal (1952), this volume is 
not divided into sections for the several 
faiths , but rather by (unnamed) major 
groupings such as Advent/ Christmas, 
praise, service, etc. The first hymns of 
the book are of praise: "O mighty God, 

when I behold the wonder", "Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God almighty," "O worship 
the King, all-glorious above'', "Joyful , 
joyful , we adore thee", "O God, our help 
in ages past", "Praise him, praise him", 
and some others that will be recognized 
as "opening hymns" in "standard 
hymnals." By the tenth hymn we have 
the first of the new hymns-"Halay, 
Halayluia", words and guitar music both 
written by Paul Quinlan . 

Book for Worship comes at a time 
when the Roman Catholic Church has 
been moving away from the Latin 
liturgy and experimenting with hymns 
and services in the venacular. Much of 
the best of the English language services 
is represented in both hymns and pray
ers here. There are also included some 
thirteen Jewish hymns, eighteen 01tho
dox hymns and responses, eighty Gos
pel songs, and twenty hymns based on 
Negro spirituals . While many theolo
gians and modem musicians might be 
inclined to criticize some of the Gospel 
songs and perhaps a few other selec
tions, it should be borne in mind that 
basically these are what the young mem
bers of the aimed forces have been 
"brought up on" in many American com
munities and churches, that these (rather 
than something new) have power to 
relate them to their homes, their 
churches, and to their God-relation
ships that will help overcome loneliness 
and /or homesickness, lift their morale, 

Inspirational Conversations for Women 
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by Jo Carr & Imogene Sorley 
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A brand new book of conver
sational prayers and inspira
tional messages by the popular 
authors of Bless This Mess . 
They experience the same 
everyday frustrations and 
joys that every homemaker 
encounters and because they 
are unable to cope by them

selves, discover the beauty 
of turning to God . 

You'll find your
self reading it 
over and over, 
each time glean-
ing new inspira
tion and ful
fillment . $3.50 

and help them battle temptations. 
This Book of Worship is a repository 

of the best of the old and the new in 
America's religious faiths. It is a religi
ous reference book, and important con
tribution to Americana . It should be in 
the hands of every religious leader
ministerial and lay-and used by every
church/ synagogue musician . 

W. w. REID 

W . W . Reid is Executive Secretary of 
the Hymn Society of America and a 
veteran religious journalist. 

NASHVILLE is director Robert Altman's 
personal , impressionistic, absorbing, 
critical, somewhat pretentious view of 
America. At another level , it is a very 
entertaining movie, fast-paced and skill
fully edited, full of catchy tunes, burst
ing with energy, funny and moving. It 
is a very ambitious movie and for the 
most part it succeeds. 

Nashville opens with Haven Hamilton 
(Henry Gibson) , middle-aged king of 
Country and Western music, recording a 
patriotic song that both stirs and 
spoofs : "We must be do in' somethin' 
right to last 200 years ." For five days we 
glimpse 24 characters in Music City as 
they act and interact. They are Coun
try and Western singers, Mid-America's 
instant celebrities and successes, and the 
people who attach themselves to the 
singers-fans, aspiring stars, business
men and politicians. They work, pray, 
play, love, hustle, manipulate, display 
heroism and cruelty--do everything but 
question the way things are. At the end 
of the film , following an assassination a~ 
tempt at a political rally, the entire audi
ence mindlessly joins in song: "They can 
say we're not free; it don't worry me." 

Altman has a wonderful eye and ear 
for atmosphere and revealing details. He 
elicits from his large cast of actors and 
non-actors some truly fine performances. 
Ronee Blakley is memorable as the 
beautiful, frail queen of Opryland who, 
driven by her tough manager-husband, 
has risen from rural anonymity to mass 
adulation but is lonely and confused. 
Envious of her is a catty, scheming 
blonde vocalist (Karen Black) and an 
intrepid Daisy Mae-like girl who zealous
ly pursues a singing career (Barbara 
Harris). The most pathetic, unliberated 
woman in the movie is a naive, simple
minded waitress who makes a fool of 
herself in the vain hope of getting her 
big chance on stage. 

In addition to Gibson, other male per
formers who strengthen the movie in
clude Keith Carradine, as a rock singer 

(Continued on page 46) 
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SPECIAL REPORT: On ''Allocating'' Refugees 
Personal Reflections of a Relief 

by Johnny Greene 

Each afternoon when the heat is on, 
the telephones are ringing like incessant 
gnats, and the bishops and the curious 
and the would-be sponsors and the di s
trict superintendents and the conference 
chairpersons on mission and the preach
ers from Omaha to Peoria, San Diego 
to Seattle to Dallas to Minneapolis and 
St. Paul line up with their requests, and 
the sunlight is blistering down on long 
lines of wai ting, impatient, anxious and 
confused refugees in California and 
Arkansas, Florida and Pennsylvania, and 
the case workers there ( like those in 
New York) are clacking out "Possible 
Sponsorship, "Sponsorship Confirmed," 
"Refugee Cleared to Leave," "Please 
Locate Immediately," and "Urgent, 
Urgent, URGE T , Church is Going 
Bananas" messages across the United 
States on fau lty telex machines that spell 
the names exactly wrong. 

Then I pick up a mailgram, saying 
"Thank you for our nice family" and 
wonder what these people are doing 
thanking me for someone else's life. 
Refugees aren't Christmas presents 
wrapped in tinsel and ribbons. 

Then I call another preacher in Cin
cinnati or Missouri who wants to spon
sor a scientist, a glass-blower, a Chinese 

cook or a refugee who just happens to 
speak fluent English, knows American 
currency, is qualified to manage a de
partment store, has a wife and three 
children, ages 3, 4.J~, and 6; or I call a 
widow in F lorida who wants a non
smoking, non-drinking 30-40-year-old 
female to be a live-in companion; or I 
call a divorced insurance agent in Iowa 
who wants to see pictures of the refu 
gees so he can pick one out and if we 
don't have pictures he'll send us camera, 
film, and return postage; or I call an 
equally beseiged case worker in Camp 
Pendleton who has just been chewed out 
by a would-be sponsor because the 
refugee family he requested on Monday 
didn't get there on Tuesday at noon to 
ride on the front float in the 4th of July 
celebration on Friday and can't be in 
the front pew Sunday. 

But of course I am not being fair. 
I am speaking, as they say, "From the 
inside," where folks somehow are sup
posed to know all the answers and 
never really do. And I am writing about 
a subject so confused and complicated 
that nobody seems to know anything 
and probably never will. Except that 
131,286 refugees somehow escaped, ran 
for their lives, boated, bused, jetted, 

Worker. • • • 

canoed, or motorcycled out of a country 
on the run from an enemy few of us 
ever knew anything about. 131,286 
Vietnamese refugees en tered the Uni!:ed 
States system. Church vVorld Service 
agreed to find sponsors for 10,000 per
sons or 2,000 units and of that number 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief said it would be responsible for 
500 Vietnamese and 60 Cambodian 
fam ilies. But so far, both CWS and 
UMCOR expect to go way over those 
goals. 

One reason is the unique way in 
which Americans of every walk of life 
have immediately responded, not all 
with uniformly high motivations. 

0 "I am a si ngle man in my mid forties 
and have a nice home in El Toro, Cali · 
fornia. I have a good steady job and 
am very much interested in having an 
attractive female refugee live in my 
home and possible marriage .... " 

0 "Do you know whether there are 
any families that do not smoke or drink 
that would be willi ng to live in a farm 
house and help with the chores?" 

0 "\Ve are in the process of looking 
fo r a new secretary .... " 

Dai ly the phone calls mount. Daily 
the undeniable human need increases. 
And although there is impatience and 
self-interest, there is also an over
whelming amount of good will and 
altruism. 

0 "What is the best way my church 
can help a Vietnamese family become 
self-supporting?" 

0 "We don't want to bring a family 
here to join the unemployed, but we 
want to do whatever we can to help ." 

0 "We have no requirement that they 
be Christians." 

Not curiously, some of the terms used 
indicate the massive naivete of the 
blundering giant of a nation that had 
gone wild and never come to terms with 
itself, that lost its grip in the Gulf of 
Tonkin and never caught hold again. 

"I would like to acquire a refugee." 
"I would like to requisition two fami
lies." "How do I get a refugee allocated 
to me?" 

These members of the American gen
erations that as chi ldren heard of an 
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ment ... re-affirming that the United 
States is not pledged to protect the 
incumbent leadership (of South Korea) 
against internal demands for change nor 
to secure the continuation of that lead
ership by supporting its totalitarian or 
repressive measures ... " 

- "Although cuts in military assistance 
(to South Korea) may not be feasible 
in Fiscal Year 1976, we believe that the 
government of the Republic of Korea 
should be advised now that unless 
significant improvements in the realiza
tion of human rights occur, further re
ductions will be anticipated in the 
future ... " 

Mr. Thompson said that while the 
people of the United States and their 
government "cannot dictate the condi
tions of life in another nation, we are 
able and, indeed, we are morally 
obliged to indicate the terms under 
which we are willing to continue to 
participate in that country's life through 
economic and military assistance. It is 
our deep conviction that concern for 
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human rights should be a decisive ele
ment in the definition of these terms." 

(RNS) 

OUSTED HEAD OF NIGERIA 
KNOWN AS INCORRUPTIBLE 

Gen. Yakubu Gowon, deposed chief 
of state of Nigeria-a nation reportedly 
riddled with corruption-was generally 
considered by his people and the press 
to be p ersonally incorruptible. 

The 40-year-old son of a Methodist 
evangelist learned of his ouster in a 
bloodless military coup, while attending 
a summit conference of the Organiza
tion of African Unity, July 29. 

Gen. Gowon's early religious training 
shows itself in his speech, demeanor, 
and life style. He neither drinks nor 
smokes, and though he could have lived 
in the lavish presidential palace in Lagos, 
he chose to live, with his wife, Victoria, 
and their two young children, in his 
Army quarters at Dodan Barracks out
side the capital. 

A foreign journalist once commented: 
"He (Gowan) is the only man who can 
say, 'We will look to God for help,' and 
not appear to be hypocritical." 

General Gowan, noted as the leader 
who crushed the two-and-a-half year 
Biafran rebellion, also achieved a repu
tation as a man of peace. 

When the civil war ended in January, 
1970, Gen. Gowan insisted that his 
forces had fought "not against a people, 
but rather against a few ambitious men," 
and ordered that no revenge be taken 
on the Ibo tribesmen who had tried 
unsuccessfully to secede from Nigeria. 

He set up a government in the East
Central State ( Biafra) staffed mostly by 
former secessionist officers, and in other 
ways helped to bring a reconciliation in 
the post civil war period that some out
side observers feel is unparalleled in 
modern history. 

Archbishop Amelio Poggi, papal dele
gate to Nigeria in 1970, praised Gen. 
Gowon as a person "whose outstanding 
leadership and sincere spirit of national 
reconciliation" were well known. 

Nonetheless, widespread corruption 
in Nigerian life became a major issue. 
Last January, the conference of the 
Methodist Church of Nigeria, represent
ing a constituency of some 150,000 
members, adopted a resolution decrying 
the state of national leadership, filth in 
towns and cities, and bribery and cor
ruption. 

Gen. Gowon's military government 
was due to step down in 1976, making 
way for civilian rule of the west African 
country of 79 million. But last October, 
the general announced that the time 
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was not yet nght and that the military 
therefore intended to remain ih power. 

One objective in Gen. Gowon's nine
point program of goals to be attained 
before a return to civilian rule was "to 
eradicate corruption from national life." 

DISMISSAL OF NOLEY HAD 
"NO RACIAL MOTIVATION" 

(RNS) 

The April dismissal of the Rev. Homer 
Noley as field representative , for Ameri
can Indian Ministries on the staff of 
the Board of Global Ministries' National 
Division had no "racial motivation" in 
the opinion of the church's Commission 
on Religion and Race. However, the 
commission urged a "reconsideration of 
an administrative process that seems to 
lack adequate communication features." 

Numerous protests arose, particularly 
from Native American groups, following 
the termination of Noley, the only Ameri
can Indian on the executive staff of the 
division. The dismissal was complicated 
by controversy over several other Native 
American issues, including the role of 
caucuses in personnel matters , and by 
a six-month lapse between the decision 
to terminate and Noley's notification. 
There also were some concerns, which 
did not surface at board meetings, over 
the fear of inter-racial tensions due to 
the fact that the division's chief execu
tive, the Rev. Randolph Nugent, is black. 
Division officials stressed that their 
decision was based on Noley's admin
istrative performance. 

As to the Noley incident, the Commis
sion statement said "we are convinced 
there was no racial motivation behind 
the decision. . . . In our opinion, it was 
solely an administrative matter that 
happened to involve ethnic minority 
personnel." 

Using the specific case as a spring
board for a general approach to minority 
employment by church agencies, the 
statement suggests "the nature of the 
tin1es demands sensitivity to the histori
city of minority relations within our 
structures." 

Such sensitivity, it says, "requires an 
intentional, intense and continuing in
volvement with minority personnel to 
provide assistance, assure clarity, evalu
ate progress, orient to new positions and 
to keep the lines of communication 
flowing both ways." 

The statement was prepared by the 
Rev. Joseph E. Lowery of Atlanta, the 
Rev. Elias Galvan of Santa Barbara, 
Calif., Don Hayashi of San Francisco 
and Mrs. Libby Littlechief of Anadarko, 
Okla. 



FIRST STEP to RECOVERY: 
ALCOHOLIC MUST ASK HELP 

What do you do when someone close 
to you drinks too much? 

What can you do if a family mem
ber, co-worker, employee or friend be
gins to show signs of alcoholism or 
problem drinking-but refuses to admit 
there is a drinking problem? 

Experts on alcoholism say that most 
people either do nothing, feeling it is 
none of their business, or do the wrong 
thing because they do not understand 
the nature of the disease. 

Alcoholism is recognized as a pro
gressive disease that affects more than 
the alcoholic. According to estimates of 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism, the 9 million alcoholics 
and problem drinkers in the U.S. affect 
the lives of 36 million other people. 

While there is no known cure for al
coholism, professionals in the fi eld 
stress that it is "treatable," and that 
alcoholism as a primary disease is gain
ing increasing attention. 

It is also noted that with the con
certed effort and cooperation of all the 
key persons who are close to the alco
holic, impressive recovery rates have 
been reported. 

Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon, 
the latter a program for families and 
friends of alcoholics, are the two 
organizations most frequently endorsed 
for persons having alcohol problems. 

But AA will not accept an alcoholic 
on the recommendation of someone 
else. The alcoholic must admit he has 
a problem, state that he has a desire 
to overcome it, and appeal for help him
self. 

Getting the alcoholic to this impor
tant point of acknowledging the problem 
is one of the most difficult barriers. The 
common word for the problem is "de
nial." 

This is where the united front be
comes essential. 

The Rev. Joseph L. Kellermann, then 
director of the Charlotte, N.C. , Council 
on Alcoholism, described alcoholism in 
1968 as a downward spiraling merry-go
round named "denial." 

He said alcoholism rarely appears in 
one person set apart from others. The 
merry-go-round is kept going, he said, 
because, instead of allowing alcoholics 
to face the painful consequences of 
their "self-created crisis," well-meaning 
friends, family members, clergy, co
workers, cover up for them or bail them 
out of their predicaments. 

So long as these "rescue missions" 
continue, the alcoholic will continue 
drinking and "act like a little god, tell-

ing everyone what to do, while doing as 
he pleases," Mr. Kellerman said . 

Dr. James McGowan, director of the 
alcoholism treatment center at St. Vin
cent's Hospital, a New York Catholic 
archdiocesan facility, says, "Don't res
cue him, cut him loose ... 

"When the boss calls, don't protect 
him. Don't say he's asleep when he's 
really sitting there dead drunk. Hand 
him the phone, and tell him, 'Here, 
your boss wants to talk to you.' " 

Dr. McGowan's advice: "Make him 
face up to the consequences of his 
drinking." 

Work-related alcoholism programs 
have proved to be among the most suc
cessful. The New York affi liate of the 

ational Council on Alcoholism reports 
that effective employee alcoholism pro
gram have recovery rates of 60 to 80 
per cent. But once the alcoholic has lost 
his or her job, the recovery rate dips 
to 25 per cent. 

One of the oldest and most success
ful industrial alcoholism programs is re
puted to be that of the New York City 
Transit Authority, founded in 1957. 
. The Transit Authority, which ha~ 

some 42,000 employes, recommends 
treatment procedures to about 350 em
ployees every year who come to its at
tention because of deteriorating work 
records or increasing absenteeism. The 
recovery rate is two out of three. 

"One obvious advantage we have is 
that the employee knows if he doesn't 
follow through with our suggestion, he 
could lose his job," said Kevin Kelly, 
assistant director of the Employee Coun
seling Service and a former alcoholic 
who quit drinking 11 years ago through 
participation in the program. 

He said about one-third of those coun
seled require detoxification and are sent 
to clinics at local hospitals or to the 
Mount Carmel Rehabilitation Center 
for Male Alcoholics, a facility of the 
Paterson, N.J., Catholic diocese. 

The Mount Carmel 5-day program 
costs $257. The Transit Authority pays 
the bill and is later reimbursed in in
stallments by the alcoholic, Mr. Kelly 
said. Employees are never forced to 
seek help, but most do, he said. The 
Transit Authority refers to its program 
as "crisis intervention." Ten per cent of 
the effort covers families of alcoholics. 

The National Council on Alcoholism 
estimates that 6.5 million employed 
workers are alcoholics, or roughly 5 per 
cent of workers in any given job or 
organization. Loss of productivity be
cause of alcoholism has been computed 
at $10 billion annually. (By Tammy 
Tanaka, RNS) 

RNS Photo 

REFUGE FROM FIGHTING 

Blankets and sheets cover the lawn at the 
High Commissioner's palace in Luanda, An
gola, where hundreds have sought refuge 
from renewed fighting among the territory's 
rival black liberation factions. Angola, due 
to become independent of Portugal on Nov . 
11 , is on the brink of full -scale civil war as 
the conflict has imbroiled three factions. 

The major fighting has involved the Na
tional Front for the Liberation of Angola 
and the Popular Movement for the Libera
tion of Angola-tribal and political enemies 
who have been fighting each other, as well 
as the Portuguese, for more than a dP-cade 
-as well as the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola. 

CHURCH AGENCIES ACT TO MEET 
NEEDS OF REFUGEES IN ANGOLA 

Church and international volunteer 
agencies are taking emergency steps to 
meet relief and refugee needs in Angola, 
the African country where civil war is 
marring achievement of independence 
from Portugal. 

Primary needs include food, medicine 
and clothing for persons displaced by 
th fighting and for refugees returning 
to Angola in anticipation of indepen
dence in November. 

A Catholic Relief Service official re
cently returned from Angola reported 
acute situations in various parts of the 
vast territory. Armando E . Sonaggere 
spent some time in Luanda, the capital. 

"We found hundreds of fami lies 
camped in the plaza in front of the 
government buildings and the bishop's 
palace," he said. "The entire city was 
disrupted." 

In a call to the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries here on 
August 1, Bishop Emilio de Carvalho 
said that food was available locally if 
there were money to buy it. 

Catholic Relief Services ( CRS) has 
sent $175,000 to Bishop Jose Moreira do 
Santos of Carmora, general secretary of 
the Angola Bishops Conference, for 
relief purposes. 

New World Outlook • September 1975 [ 413 ] 49 



VISIT UMCOR PROJECTS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

D r. J. Ha rry Haines and Bishop D. 
Frederick Wertz are leading a tour to 
Jordan and Israel December 26th 1975 
-January 4th 1976. Specia l opportun ities 
to visit UMCOR projec ts as well as 
p laces of histori cal Chri stian significance 
w ill be an integral part of th is 10-day 
experience. Incl usive costs fro m New 
York and return $879.00. Brochures and 
further information from Dr. David W . 
Flude, Executi ve Secretary for UMCOR 
Interpretation, Room 1370 475 Riversi de 
Dri ve, New York. N.Y. 10027. 

Observed the world over. 

Inclusive in outreach, 
encircling nations and 
races. This event is a 
unifying experience of 
spiritual fellowship - - a 
public affirmation of our 
Christian commitment. 
United Methodists give 
a special offering on 
this day to support: 

• Crusade Scholars 
• Minority Scholars 
• Civilian and Military 

Chaplains 

For more 
information 
about any 
of these 
programs, write: 
United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis Street 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 

On August 4, CRS sent 1.5 tons of 
anti-biotics and vaccines via air freight. 
The supplies, valued at $30,000, went at 
the urgent request of Caritas Angola and 
were consigned to Catholic leaders in 
Luanda. The major contributor was the 
Catholic Medical Mission Board. 

Church World Service, a National 
Council of Churches agency, forwarded 
an initial $5,000 to Bishop de Carvalho 
for an ecumenical program. Additional 
response by the World Council of 
Churches was anticipated. 

The United Nations is working 
through the International Red Cross in 
the Angolan crisis . The U.S . Agencv for 
International Development is making 
$200,000 available to the Red Cross. 

Private, church and government 
groups in Europe and Australia are also 
gearing up to meet yet another human 
emergency. 

Portugal agreed last year to grant in
dependence to its remaining African 
colonies. While the process went well 
in Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau, 
Angola has not been able to arrange a 
smooth transition. 

Three "liberation movements" are 
vying for power. Ideological and tribal 
disputes figure in the situation, as do for
eign economic and political aspirations. 

Two of the movements have turned 
Luanda and Malange, south of the capi
tal , into battlefields. ( RNS) 

22-HOUR HYM NATHON 
NETS CHURCH $2,000 

In London, Ontario, Canada or
ganist Albert Furtney celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the United 
Church of Canada with 22 hours of 
hymn playing at Dundas Street 
Centre United Church. He started 
his hymnathon on a Friday at noon 
and played all the verses of the 506 
hymns in the Anglican-United 
Church hymn book. He took a 10-
minute break every two hours. 

Congregation members dropped 
in throughout the night to encour
age him and one man coming off 
the night shift brought him a milk 
shake. The chairman of the board 
gave him a back massage and his 
wife fed him sandwiches while he 
played. 

Church mem hers sponsored him 
at so much a hymn and cleared 
more than $2000 for the church. 
When he completed his last hymn, 
he received a standing ovation , but 
declined to play an encore. 

(RNS) 
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Stan 
Mooneyham 
answers the 

question 
• every caring 

Christian 
is asking. 

$6.95 Illustrated 
At your bookstore 

WHAT DO YOU SAY TO A 
HUNGRY WORLD? 
by W. Stanley Mooneyham 

For over two billion people , hunger is a 
stark reality. 
WHAT DO YOU SAY TO A HUNG RY 
WORLD? faces that reality squarely. 
Amid the confusion of claims and 
counterclaims, WHAT DO YOU SAY 
TO A HUNGRY WORLD? gives you a 
factual, compelling picture of this 
global problem. It probes and 
responds to a host of pressing 
questions: How big 1s the problem? Is 
there anythinq that can be 
done ... really? Isn't it just one of the 
signs of the times? 
The gaunt faces of the hungry are 
here. For this is, above all else, a 
compassionate book. 
WHAT DO YOU SAY TO A HUNGRY 
WORLD? offers hope. The hungry can 
be fed . There are practical th ings you 
can do ... things that will make a 
difference. 

Senator Mark 0 . Hatfield : 
"I recommend this book to anyone 
wishing to get behind the facts to the 
human dimension involved. Th is is one 
of the best books available on the 
subject." 

W. Stanley Mooneyham 
is president of World 
Vision International. He 
has lived in Asia and 
has seen the effects of 
hunger 1n Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

WORD BOOKS for people on the grow 
l'Uel!Slflll WACO r(•llS l '10J 



Attractive, Convenient Protection 

Suggestec/ for use in 

• The Church Library 

• The Pastor's Study 

• The Home Bookshelf 

and wherever NEW WORLD OUT
LOOK should be kept as a contin
uing source of mission information . 

for your copies 
OF 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 

The NEW WORLD OUTLOOK Bind
er has distinctive blue vinyl covers 
with NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
stamped in gold. 

A full year's issues (11 copies) are 
easily inserted . 

Your magazines are preserved with 
a just-off-the-press freshness and are 
kept ready for quick reference and 
re-reading. 

A transparent pocket at the bottom 
of the spine provides for the inser
tion of a card identifying the year of 
issue. 

This binder is offered as a service to 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK subscrib
ers at our cost . 

EACH, PPD. 

USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER YOUR BINDER, N 0 W ! 

............................................................................................... 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 

SERVICE CENTER 

7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
Enclosed is $3.50 for my NEW WORLD OUTLOOK Binder. 

Please send to : 

Address --------------------

-----------------~ ZIP ---

~···························································································· · 



HERITAGE: MISSION 

TWENTIETH-CENTURY 
PERSPECTIVES 

VOLUME IV 
(The Methodist Episcopal 
Church 1896-1939) 

This readable, scholarly account by J . T. 
Copplestone extends by almost a half century 
the indepth story of Methodist missions told in 
three earlier volumes by Wade Crawford 
Barc lay. Coming at a time of Bicentennial 
focus on heritage, the book has special value 
for seminaries, church libraries, mission 
schools, and anyone tracing current mission 
trends to past roots. 

Volume IV begins with the expansion of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church 's missionary ser
vice in the early days of the 20th century to 
" the far reaches of the world ." Missions 
history is carried through problems created by 
World War I, the hopes of the Centenary 
movement, dislocations caused by the na
tional Depression , moves toward indigenous 
independence in some churches overseas, 
and on to the threshold of World War II with 
new adjustments at home and abroad. 

Wide-ranging perspectives are combined with graphic 
detail : read about Bishop Hartzell 's "missionary strategy" 
on his arrival in Rhodesia in 1897 .. . the " tornado of 
grace" during the Jubilee Revival in India in 1905 and 
overflowing " mass movements" up to 1920 . . . read the 
declaration from the Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Missions in 1938 regarding the political situations in 
oppressed Korea and wartorn China. 

This monumental book is not only 
Methodist history, but guidance for those who 
will be related to Christian mission tomorrow 
and beyond. Available from Service Center, 
7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 
for $12.50; all four volumes of History of 
Methodist Missions, $25.00. 

BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH .........................................................•...........................................•.......................••• 
Please send the following : 

__ copies Vol. I: MISSIONARY MOTIVATION AND EXPANSION, 1769-1844 

__ copies 

__ copies 

__ copies 

_sets 

Vol. II : TO REFORM THE NATION, 1769-1844 

Vol. Ill : WIDENING HORIZONS, 1845-95 

Vol. IV : TWENTIETH-CENTURY PERSPECTIVES, 1896-1939 

ALL FOUR ABOVE VOLUMES available as a set 

$5.00 each 

$5.00 each 

$5.00 each 

$12.50 each 

$25.00 a set 

TOTAL 

$ 

City _______________ ________ State _______ _ Zip Cod...__ _ _ _ 

Send order and remittance to : 
SERVICE CENTER 

Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 


