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MISSION MENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

July-August, 1975 

Chile. The schism in the Evangelical Lutheran Church over the role of Bishop 
Helmut Frenz continues. Dissidents in the church requested the government to 
dissolve the juridical status of their church and to deport Bishop Frenz, who 
has been under fire for refusing to give open support to the military junta 
government of General Augusto Pinochet. The Lutheran World Federation and the 
World Council of Churches sent telegrams of support of Bishop Frenz and the 
WCC asked its 271 member churches around the world to express their support. 
General Pinochet issued a public statement on June 19 that "church affairs 
are church affairs and not of concern to the government." 

Refugees. The United Methodist Committee on Relief reports that some 290 
UM churches or individuals have committed themselves to be sponsors for Indo
chinese refugees. UMCOR has pledged to resettle up to 500 Vietnamese and 
60 Cambodians. To date, Church World Service (the overall Protestant relief 
agency with which UMCOR works) has not signed a contract with the U.S. govern
ment, resisting government demands to provide detailed personal information 
on prospective sponsors. Nevertheless, refugee resettlement continues; 
UMCOR reported in late June that some 100 refugee families of their quota had 
left the camps. Reported reluctance of Christian groups to sponsor the 
largely Buddhist refugees has so far failed to materialize. Other BGM divi
sions are planning support services for resettled refugees . 

Orphans. The Health and W~lfare Ministries Division of BGM has filed a friend 
of the court brief asking the U.S. government to "admit and rectify" any rights 
violated of Vietnamese children brought to the U.S. in Operation Babylift. 
The suit was brought in behalf to those children in the Babylift whose parents 
or relatives are still living and seeks to force the Immigration and Naturali
zation Service to open its files on Operation Babylift to qualified observers 
and to halt any final adoption procedures of these children until their true 
status as orphans is determined. 

Deaths. Mrs. Martha Clayton Jones, wife of the Rev. Dr. Tracey K. Jones, 
general secretary of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, died at 
her home in Montclair, N.J., June 14 of cancer. Born in China, Mrs. Jones 
served with her husband as a Methodist missionary in China from 1945 to 1950 
and in Malaysia from 1952 to 1954. Besides her husband, she is survived by 
two daughters, a son, and a grandchild. 



Food Project. A United Methodist Voluntary-Service-related project in San
Francisco called(Las Semillas de Vida (Seeds of Life)/ York Street is 
trying to provide better food at lower cost to community people. It has pur
chased a chicken farm and 2200 layers and a flour mill. The project is 
cooperating with a warehouse, bakery, seven stores and 20 food buying clubs. 
It also does educational work about hunger. Says UMVS worker Margie Keller 
of the world hunger situation, "Food is available but for a profit and not 
for people. 11 

People. Naomi Orpurt, creator with her husband Fred of the United Methodist 
Voluntary Service-related Seminole Service Project in Florida (see "Going 
'Wild' as a Volunteer" in the March New World Outlook), was ordained deacon 
at the recent session of the Florida Annual Conference .... Ralph E. Spoor, 
Jr., superintendent of the New Haven (Conn.) district of The United Methodist 
Church, has been elected executive secretary of The United Methodist Deve
lopment Fund. He replaces Dr. H. Paul Smith, who resigned to become pastor 
of First United Methodist Church in Geneva., Neb .... Pharis Harvey, executive 
secretary for Japan and university/young adult ministries in the World Division 
of the Board of Global Ministries, has been seconded by the division to the 
Christian Conference of Asia. He will be part of a team based in Tokyo doing 
research on the impact of U.S., Japanese and European transnational corporations 
in underdeveloped countries of Asia. Harvey was a missionary to Japan for 
eight years .... Don Macinnis, director of the National Council of Churches' 
China Program for eight years, has become director of the Midwest China Study 
Resources Center based at Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minn. 
Macinnis served as a Methodist missionary in Taiwan .... Dr. Hideyasu Nakagawa 
will begin a four-year term in September as president of International Chris 
tian University in Tokyo. He has been a faculty member at the coeducational 
institution founded in 1949 by Japanese and American Christians .... Blanqui 
Otano, a staff member of the United Presbyterian Program Agency, became the 
first clergywoman in the denomination's Puerto Rico synod when she was ordained 
June 1. 

Interreligious Dialogue. A Muslim professor, a Jewish rabbi, and a Presbyterian 
minister -- all from California -- are travelling to New York, Geneva, Rome 
and Cairo, Egypt conducting tri-faith dialogues on religious issues. The 
New York panel was on the subject of "Monotheism and the Sancitity of Human Life. " 
Rabbi Leo M. Abrami is leader of a congregation in Berkely, California; the 
Rev. George B. Grose is the former chaplain at Whittier College, and Dr. A. 
Muhsin El-Biali is director of the Islamic Foundation of Southern California. 
The project is sponsored by the Office of Christian-Jewish Relations of the 
National Council of Churches nnd is supported by a private foundation grant. 

Vietnam Missionaries. A U.S. State Department spokesman announced on June 2 that 
the government has conveyed its concern to Communist authorities in South Vietnam 
about the safety of nine captured Americans, including six missionaries. At a 
press briefing, Department spokesman Robert Funseth said, "We consider their re
lease and safe return a matter of urgent priority and concern." 



The si x missionaries, who were captured at Ban Me Thuot on March 10, are John and 
Carolyn Miller and their five-year-old daughter, Lucille, of Allentown, Pa., who 
worked with Wycliffe Bible Translators; Mrs . Betty Mitchell of Bend, Ore. (Chri s
tian and Missionary Alliance); and Richard and Lillian Phillips of Bloomington, 
Minn . (C & MA). The six are not the only American missionaries still in South 
Vietnam. Eleven Quaker and Mennonite missionaries chose to remain in South 
Vietnam after the Thieu regime fell. Some of thehl recently attended a women's 
liberation conference in Saigon. Saigon Radio has announced that while there is 
no ban on church attendance or religious ceremonies, these must all be held inside 
the respective churches or temples. At the request of the staff of Vietnam Chris
tian Service, the government has taken over and closed the VNCS office in Saigon. 
The reasons for the request are not yet clear but may reflect internal VNCS diss
agreements. 

Evangelical Missions Council. An unofficial caucus of UM evangelicals, the 
Evangelical Missions Council, has voted unanimously to serve in a brokerage ca
pacity in the placement and support of evangelical missionaries overseas. The 
EMC 10-member executive committee meeting in Atlanta June 18 stated that although 
"it is our desire and intention to continue working through the World Division 
(the overseas mission unit of BGM) ... we would not feel ourselves limited to the 
World Division." David Seamands, EMC chairman, said that the committee was aware 
that its action "may be misunderstood, but it would just have to take that risk. 11 

Some people have contended that the EMC action could be construed as the esta
blishment of a rival mission agency, raising questions of church law. The EMC 
statement also acknowledged "some honest movement" toward increased visibility 
of evangelical emphases in New World Outlook and response but said "imbalance is 
still awaiting correction. 11 

Mozambique. Three officials of the United Methodist Church BGM participated in 
celebrations marking the independence bf this southeast African nation. Mrs. Ma
tilda Winn and Mrs. Jewel Tillis, representing the Women's Division, and Dr. Issac 
Bivens, representing the World Division, attended the ceremonies in Lourenco Marques 
at the invitation of the Front for the Liberation of Mozambique. The UMC, through 
the two divisions, have been supportive of the drive for majority rule in the 
country. 

International Women's Year. A number of UM women attended the IWY Tribune meeting 
held in Mexico City at the same time as the UN World Conference on the Status of 
Women. Mrs. Rose Catchings, World Division staff member, led an international team 
of women from the Philippines, Fiji, India, Argentina, Liberia, New Caledonia and 
Lebanon. The Women's Division was represented by Martha King, a board member, and 
Gladys Church, member of a local UMW unit. 

Television. Two denominational offices will Join with the Group W (Westinghouse 
Broadcasting Company) in preparing a series of television specials to be aired in 
prime time next year. United Methodist Communications and the United Church of 
Christ Office of Communication are the church units involved . Each of the six one
hour programs will feature a single American family "facing the challenging ethical 
decisions that confront Americans as the nation enters its third century. 11 



Texas Farmworkers. Organizing attempts by the Uni ted Farmworkers Union in the Ri o 
Grande valley resulted in violence in late May when a grower shot into a crowd of 
people, claiming that they we re trespassing on his proper ty. Some UFW supporters 
were inclined to retaliate violently but UFW leader Cesar Chavez warned that he 
would publicly dissociate himself from organizing efforts if violence was used. 
Roman Catholic Bishop John J. Fitzpat r i ck of Brownsville, United Methodist Bishop 
Eugene Slater of San Antonio, and Episcopa l Bi shop Ha rold C. Gosnell of West Texas 
offered to meet with farmer and worker representatives to identify the issues and 
map out a strategy of reconcil iati on. Bishop Fitzpatr ick stressed that he saw his 
role at this point as a cl arifi er , not a mediator. 

Women's Ordination. The Anglican Church of Canada has voted to accept the ordi
nation of women to the pries t hood but give bishops who are opposed the right to 
refuse to perform such a ceremony. Approval was overwhelming and several bishops 
predicted that the first women pri est s would be orda i ned by Easter of 1976. 

Grand Jury--F .B.I. Formati on of an ad hoc group of church women to resist F.B.I. 
and grand j ury hara ssment of women' s groups was announced at a briefing in New

York by Peggy Bi l l i ngs , Women 's Division staff executive. The interdenominational 
group wi l l be housed in t he Division of Church and Society of the National Council 
of Churches. Several recent cases were cited in which F.B.I. agents searching for 
women fugi t ives had sought personal information on members of women's centers, some 
f unded by church groups. Another cause of concern is the jailing for long terms 
for con tempt of witnesses who ref use to testify befo re grand juries. 

Briti sh Methodists. The decli ne in church membersh i p has continued in the British 
Methodist Church but i t s communi ty roll (constituency, including not fully committed 
members and famil i es of members) has increased. The church, which published figures 
every t hree years , now has 557,249 fully committed members as against 601,068 
t hree yea rs ago . The number of persons on its community roll, however, increased 
by 46,000 t o 1,426 ,103. The most distur bing fact revealed by the survey was that 
in 1974 73 percent of the churches made no new members. 

Offerings !?1_ Deduct ion . A new method of contributi ng to local churches by bank 
deductions or credit card charges wi ll be tried out t his fall by a number of deno
mi nat ions in several ci t ies . Called "First Fruits", the plan provides for a once
a-year dec i sion by the gi ver , who then authorizes his or her bank to maKe automatic 
deduct ions on a monthly or quarter ly basis. Because of its potential for revolu
tionizing church financing , the pl an will fi rst be t r ied out in greater Philadel 
phia , Kan sas City, Dall as -Fort Nort h, Atlanta and Los Angeles county. Partici
pating are congregations and i ns titutions of the American Baptists, Disciples of 
Christ, Church of the Bret hren , Episcopal Church, Missouri -Synod Lutherans, 
Presbyter i an s , U.S. , Reorgani zed Ch urch of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, 
United Methodists and United Presbyteri ans . 

Russian Study of U.S. Religion . Scholars of t he Sovi et Academy of Sciences are 
undertaking a study of American reli gious life, according to a report by officials 
of the interreligious Appeal of Consc ience Foundation who recently visited the USSR. 
The Soviet Academy's Institute of U.S.A. and Canada Studies has assigned three 
scholars to the religious study after they decided that their neglect of religion 
was causing them to overlook an important fa ctor i n Amer i can Life. The Soviet Union 
is officially atheist. 



·~ EDITORIALSbJ 
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Needed: A New Patriotism 

This Fourth of July finds the cele
bration of the U.S. Bicentennial begin
ning to get in full swing. Commissions, 
staged historical recreations, volumes of 
reflections on the meaning of our coun
try, toys, television programs- all the 
paraphenalia of a bicentennial industry 
are already Hooding in upon us, and 
this is only the beginning. 

There will surely be much to dazzle 
us and delight us and divert us in this 
cornucopia but in a deeper sense how 
mechanical and boring the whole obser
vance threatens to become before it is 
even well launched. 

One does not have to look very hard 
to discover causes for this leaden quali
ty in what should be a spontaneous act 
of joy. World events and our role in 
them in recent times have not been such 
as to encourage the old easy optimism. 
Recession, Vietnam, world hunger-our 
wounds are real enough not to wish to 
put on fake bandages and parade around 
with drums and fifes. 

Most profound of all is the deep mis
trust of authority which can be encap

, sulated in the word "Watergate" even 
I though what that word has come to 

I i mean goes far beyond that event and 
t , even that administration. This crisis of 
I~ trust in government is so severe that 

many citizens agree at least emotionally 
• with Mark Twain when he said, "Talk

ing of patriotism, what humbug it is; 
~ it is a word which always commemo

rates a robbery." 
Such a response, no matter how tempt

ing, is no more adequate for a citizen 
~ than is the old uncritical jingoism. Nor 
~ for a Christian. The Christian's attitude 

towards patriotism has always been am
biguous. His love of country must always 
be subsidiary to his love of God and of 

, his fellow man. If there is one clear 
warning which runs through Christian 
teaching and history, it is the warning 
against idolatry. Yet, if there is one per
sistent example of ignoring a warning, it 

is the recurrent attempts to make of the 
state or the society such an idol. Ameri
can history is fu ll of such examples, up 
to the present day. 

In a reaction to this identification of 
God and counb·y, some Christians have 
fallen into the opposite error of idealizing 
an abstract internationalism. Rabbi 
Arthur Hertzberg has said that liberal 
Protestants have a too easy identifica
tion with the Third World because they 
lack a sense of the particular. Whether 
this is true or not, it is certainly no solu
tion to the question of patriotism to 
become rootless. 
. Still another attempt to deal with this 

tricky question of the relationship be
tween faith and patriotism is to com
partmentalize the two. "Religion and 
politics don't mix", we are often told. 
The problem is that they don't separate 
either. Thei emotional perception that 
the mixture might be dangerous is a 
sound one but all subjects of profound 
importance are dangerous. And what is 
more, they cannot be avoided because 
of their danger. 

A life without involvement with the 
community of one's fellows (which is 
politics in its broadest definition) is an 
impoverished life. Such an involvement 
without some overall sense of the pur
pose of life (which is religion in its 
broadest definition) can be equally im
poverished . The two are necessary and 
inseparable. 

How then do we refu rbish our tattered 
emblems of patriotism? The task is not 
really so difficult. Jacques Maritain, the 
French philosopher, said that "The love 
of Americans for their country is not an 
indulgent, it is an exacting and chas
tising love; they cannot tolerate its de
fects." That strikes the righ t note. The 
proper note of love is not to deny either 
the faults or the love. We have been 
through some bad times. We have been 
lied to, but, even worse, we have lied 
to ourselves in the name of love of coun
try. In so doing, we have helped to give 

patriotism a bad name. It is up to us to 
make an honest person out of it. 

Am nesty Is Still The Answer 

One particular way to refurbish the 
American love of country for all of its 
citizens is to readmit to their rightful 
place in society those young people 
who refosed to serve in the Vietnam 
War. It is increasingly clear that the 
best way to do this is by way of a 
general amnesty. 

When President Ford announced his 
earned re-entry program for Vietnam 
draft resisters and deserters last Sep
tember, public reaction was divided. 
One hard-core segment held out for jail 
terms but the bulk of opinion divided 
among those who were willing to give 
the program a try and those who in
sisted that its presumption of guilt 
would prove offensive to the people it 
was designed to serve. 

After nine months of trial, the program 
can only be called a failure. Look at the 
figures as of mid-June. An estimated 
120,000 per ons (those convicted of 
military and civilian offences and with 
less than honorable discharges) were 
eligible for presidential clemency; 18,354 
have applied. Of these, 373 cases have 
reached the President and he has acted 
on 165. A grand total of 11 men were 
working at alternate service jobs in mid
J une. 

The Department of Defense, covering 
those accused of military offences, has 
done better. Out of 12,500 eligible, 6,304 
have appli d and 4,218 have been 
assigned to alternate service. Of these, 
1,309 are sti ll at work. The Justice D e
partment program, covering those ac
cused of Selective Service violations, had 
4,400 eligible, 680 enrolled and 596 
assigned to jobs. Some 396 were still at 
work; the others have been unable to 
find work. 

Clearly, this program is going no
where. What better time than Indepen
dence Day to sb·ike a blow for liberty 
by a general amnesty. 

II 
II 
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Peacemakers in Northern Ireland 
B OMBS and bullets make the 

news in Northern Ireland, as far 
as American newspaper readers 
would usually know. But David Bow
man believes the real news of Ulster 
lies in another sphere. That is the 
work of many peop le there, both 
Catholic and Protestant, who have 
rejected vio lence and devoted them
selves to peace, reconciliation and 
community bui lding. 

Bowman, a Jesuit priest on the 
staff of the National Counci l of 
Churches and himself of Irish de
scent, also believes that American 
churches can play a useful role in 
Northern Ireland. And for the past 
three years he has been enlisting 
American assistance for unpublicized 
groups there w ho build instead of 
bomb. 

He and a few other Ameri cans 
with a special interest in Ireland 
formed a group called Co lleagues 
from American Churches, and they 
have coordinated their efforts 
through it. One of their principal 
activities has been recruiting Ameri
cans for service as summer volun
teers in Ireland. 

These volunteers work parti cularly 
with children-sometimes day pro
grams in cities but also in holiday 
programs that get the children away 
for a week or two. Because of the 
traumatic effects of growing up un
der conditions of tension and vio
lence, the children are expected to 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributo r. 

need help for years even after peace 
may be restored . 

The volunteers have ranged from 
a 16-year-old high school student 
to a 74-year-old grandmother. But 
mostly they have been in the 18-30 
age bracket, recruited often from 
colleges and seminaries. Some go 
for the summer and then get so 
absorbed they decide to find other 
jobs and stay on longer. Sister Anna 
M arie Erst, a summer volunteer in 
1973, now works with the Justi ce 
and Peace Commission of the Iri sh 
Catholi c Bishops. Other alumni of 
the summer program found jobs in 
areas such as nursing and teaching. 

Not only do the vo lunteers con
tribute their work, but they provide 
something like a " third force" of 
people who bring a fresh perspective 
and do not automatically stand on 
one side or another of the polariza
tion there. They go and work on an 
ecumenical basis. And even though 
th ey are themselves Catholi c or Prot
estant, the people of Northern I re
l and tend to consider them just as 
Ameri cans, neutral outsiders. 

" Ireland is one place in the world 
where Americans are still high ly re
garded ," says Martha Havens, a 
United Presbyterian on the staff of 
her denomination's national head
quarters in New York. She and an 
associate on th e United Presbyteri an 
staff, Janet DeVries, have been in 
charge of lining up the summer vol 
unteers. 

Co lleagues, though it is a small, 
shoestring operation without any 
paid officials, has al so sought to 

Tracy Early 

serve as a fund-raising agency for 
projects in Northern Ireland . For 
example, through United Methodist 
Bishop James K. Mathews of Wash
ington, D.C., Colleagues was able to 
secure $500 that financed a confer
ence between Protestant church 
leaders and officials of Sinn Fein, 
political arm of the IRA. It was from 
this conference, organized by a 
Protestant minister in touch with 
Colleagues, that a ceasefire emerged 
last winter, Bowman reports. The 
ceasefire achieved only limited suc
cess in stopping the violen ce, but 
it nonetheless constituted one of the 
few hopeful developments of recent 
times. 

Mathews is one of five Am eri can 
church leaders who have served as 
sponsors of Coll eagues. The others 
are Presid ing Bishop John M . A llin 
of the Episcopal Church, Stated 
Clerk Willi am P. Thompson o f th e 
United Presbyterian Church, Cath o li c 
Auxiliary Bi shop John J. Dougherty 
of Newark, N.J., and President James 
C. Finlay, S. J., of Fordham Univer
sity, a Jesuit school in New York. 
These sponsors represent the Ameri 
can churches corresponding to th e 
four principal denomination s in Ire
land- Cath olic, Angli can, Presby te
rian and M ethodi st. (All fo ur operate 
on a unified bas is in Ireland, no t 
divided by the politi cal separati on 
between the Republic o f Ireland and 
th e six northern counties of Ulster.) 

Serving with Bowman as co-di rec
tor of Colleagues has been W esley 
Baker, a United Presbyteri an min
ister. At the time the group w as o r-
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Children at play in London
derry, Northern Ireland, bounce 

a ball against wall urging 
support of the Irish 

Republican Army. 

ganized, Baker was an ecumenical 
officer of the United Presbyterian 
Church. Later he went to a pastorate 
in Wayne, Pa., but he conti nued his 
work with Colleagues. 

Funds raised , by this group for 
projects in Northern Ireland carry 
an importance beyond their dollar 
amounts. When they go through an 
ecumenica l channe l like Colleagues, 
they arrive as neutral money. Ac
tivities financed in this way can con
sequently secure the support of a 
wider spectrum of people than if the 
money were provided by some 
agency identified as Catholic or 
Protestant. 

In order to facilitate American 
giving, Colleagues secured legal in
corporation last December, making 
contributions tax deductible. Follow
ing up on that, in March it sponsored 
a three-week visit to the U.S. by two 



of the people it believes are making 
the real news in Northern Ireland. 

They were Sean Cooney, a Cath
olic, and Anne Sloan, an Anglican
both residents of Belfast. Cooney 
heads the North Belfast Community 
Council , a federation of 50 neigh
borhood associations from both 
sides of the army-patrolled Peace 
Line. With some aid secured by Col
leagues, he has also helped organize 
the Crumlin Construction Company 
to rebuild bombed-out homes. 

Mrs. Sloan and her husband, who 
make their living operating a postal 
station and a small store, devote 
much of their time to community 
work. A building known as the Com
munity Shop serves as their base of 
operations. 

In the U.S. the two visitors ap
peared together on the Today show, 
before the governing board of the 
National Council of Churches (which 
had endorsed Colleagues at its pre
vious meeting), at press conferences 
and in a wide variety of other set
tings in New York, Chicago, St. Paul , 
Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and 
Bethlehem, Pa . 

At one press conference a reporter 
expressed astonishment at finding 
the Catholic and the Protestant tak
ing the same approach to the prob
lems of Northern Ireland. He had 
come expecting that they would 
doubtless be debating and present
ing arguments for the opposing 
sides. Instead, he found they agreed 
in rejecting the men of violence on 
both sides, finding politicians of all 
camps gravely at fault and insisting 
that the way forward lay in local 
community groups working to im
prove living conditions of the peo
ple. They were thinking of such 
elementary things as jobs and de
cent housing, and they could not 
visualize the gunmen of either side 
helping achieve those objectives. 

Cooney and Mrs. Sloan contended 
that no more than two per cent of 
the people in Northern Ireland fa
vored the way of violence. Those 
who do, of course, make life miser
able for everyone, terrorizing whole 
communities. Both the Cooney and 
the Sloan families have repeatedly 
found themselves the objects of vio
lence as they sought to work across 
dividing lines. In this connection, 
Cooney and Mrs. Sloan urged Ameri
cans to exercise care in contributing 
to relief funds. A lot of the money 

Sean Cooney and Anne Sloan 
(left) meet with neighbors in 
Belfast. Cooney, a Catholic, 
and Mrs. Sloan, a Protestant, 
work together in community 
projects to overcome the 
division in Northern 
Ireland. 



"No more than 
two per cent of the people 

in Northern Ireland 
favor the way of violence." 



(Opposite page) Mourners kneel 
at the spot where a Catholic civil
ian was killed by a British sentry, 
who allegedly mistook a truck 
backfire for gunfire. (Above) 
Farringdon Gardens in the Ar
doyne section of Belfast after it 
was burned in 1971 (top) 
and after the homes were re-
built by a community develop
ment group organized by 
Catholics and Protestants, 
including Sean Cooney. 

supposedly collected to aid widows 
and orphans, they said, actually 
winds up financing more violence. 
When Americans are asked to give 
money for the starving children of 
Northern Ireland, they said , some 
hesitation is in order since Northern 
Ireland does not have starving chil
dren . They recommended that gifts 
should be made only after investiga
tion and preferably through some 
ecumenical agency such as Col
leagues. 

Their message was not appreciated 
in all quarters. In a publication called 
The Irish People, Martin McGing of 

the Irish Northern Aid Committee of 
Ch icago took note of their visit and, 
after denouncing " English tyranny" 
and the (Protestant) Ulster Defense 
Association , went on to comment : 

"Ironically those two people came 
here presumably as delegates to a 
church council or Council of 
Churches and they came here with 
a message which in reality would 
amount to a genocide of a large part 
of the population of the Six Coun
ties, in their best Hitler fashion . Of 
course, Oliver Cromwell also 
preached religion and in the name 
of religion murdered the women, 
the children of Drogheda and other 
cities in Ireland." 

But many other people who came 
out to hear their message responded 
to it, Bowman says. In New York 
they were warmly greeted by Cardi
nal Terence Cooke when they at
tended mass at St. Patrick' s Cathedral 
on St. Patrick's Day and afterward 
watched the annual parade from the 
cathedral steps. 

Bringing the two people from 
Northern Ireland to the U.S. had the 
dual purpose of laying groundwork 
for additional fund raising and in
forming Americans about aspects of 
Ulster life that ordinarily receive 
little attention. As part of its efforts 
to inform Ameri cans, Colleagues has 
also aided in the production of pro
grams for showing over American 
television . And it secured tapes of 
the programs for circulation among 
churches and other groups. 

Though a few people in Northern 
Ireland consider the work of out
siders an intrusion, Bowman reports 
after more than a dozen visits there 
in the past three years, efforts by 
people from American churches 
have generally been welcome. The 
interest in having the summer volu n
teers has been demonstrated con
cretely by organizations in Ulster 
providing them with room and board 
-even as the volunteers demon
strate the sincerity of their interest 
by paying their own transportation . 

" There is no doubt we have credi
bility," Bowman says. " They approve 
of what we do and want us to con
tinue. We have no program of our 
own, but only seek to help the peo
ple there with their programs, work
ing on their terms. We have made 
no initiatives except to visit them 
and ask if there was anything that 
we could do." • 
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" Give us, 0 Lord, understanding, compassion 
and tolerance, along with love, so we may always 
look into a boy-not at him." 

This prayer sums up the philosophy of Bashor Home, 
a juvenile residential treatment center for boys in 
Elkhart County in Northern Indiana. The home 
started in 1922 when John and Emmaline Bashor 
donated 160 acres and a farmhouse, to be used 
as a boys' home. Now the institution has a central 
building and four residence halls, which can 
accommodate up to forty-eight boys. An average 
resident enters the home at age thirteen (the age 
range is from eight years to seventeen years) , 
usually with an unhappy family life behind him and 
facing an uncertain future . In about two years, 
Bashor hopes to be able to return these boys to 
society as good citizens, emotionally able to relate. 
This is done through providing a stable environment 
and a number of social, educational and psychiatric 
services. Above all, it is done by the spirit of the 
prayer above. The home is supported by a com
bination of fees from placing agencies, annual 
conference benevolences and individual gifts. It is 
related to the Health and Welfare Ministries Division 
of the Board of Global Ministries. 

A houseparent and a boy put together a game (left). 
During a visit to the Indiana State Prison at Michigan 
City, the boys listen to two inmates talking about 
prison life (left, below). Superintendent Ray Stull 
in his office (above). 

Photographs by John Goodwin 
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Many of the boys at Bashor come there with learning disabilities. While 
they do attend regular public schools, the home has special edu

cational services to overcome these disabilities. One of these 
supplements is a television class in which the boys are able to 

see their own behavior. Inability to project one's self is one of the 
causes of learning disability. By giving a child imagery in terms 

of himself, he is able to have a more total view of himself 
and the world. 





18 [330) New World Outlook • July-August 1975 



-----Charles E. Brewster 

FOR the Rev. Horacio M . Rios, be
ing a " missionary to the U.S. " is 

partly a matter of conviction that 
the U.S. needs to hear from the ex
perience of other churches and part
ly an accident. 

The great-grandson of Mexico's 
first ordained Methodist minister, 
Rios, 44, is in a unique position to 
discuss the contributions of so-called 
daughter churches to the United 
Methodist Church in the States. He 
is entering his sixth year as director 
of the Wesley Community Center in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

" The assertion of strong identity 
of other churches is good for the 
U.S. churches," says Mr. Rios, who 
was one of the speakers at a recent 
" Why Global Event" in Oklahoma 
City for the South Central Jurisdic
tion . " We tend to underestimate 
what other countries may have to 
contribute. In mutual respect, we 
have to help each other strengthen 
that which needs to be strength
ened." 

He " accidentally" happened to 
become a missionary when he was 
serving as director of the Methodist 
Community Center in Chihuahua, 
Mexico, where he had gone after 
studying for the ministry at Perkins 
School of Theology in Dallas, Texas. 
The pastor of a United Methodist 
Church in Phoenix happened to pass 
through Chihuahua on vacation and 
met Rios. When the position of 
executive director of the center in 
Phoenix was opened, the man 
brought up Rios' name. 

The Discipline of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico permits only four 
years on a "special appointment"
that is, apart from the parish ministry 
-and Rios had already served four 
years under special appointment in 
Chihuahua. Bishop Ruiz of Mexico 
and Bishop Charles Golden of south
ern California decided to classify 
Rios as a "missionary," even though 
the appointment had nothing to do 
with the Board of Global Ministries' 
World Division. 

Rios admits that he was chosen 



over local Chicanos in the Phoenix 
area because he was " safer" fo r the 
Methodist constituency. In 1971 a 
group of mi l itant Ch icanos con
fronted the Center and Rios with a 
number of demands and objected to 
his " butting in ." It was " touch and 
go" for a w hile, but eventua ll y the 
group accepted a room in the cen
ter as an office. " I even convi nced 
them to pay their ow n phone bi ll ," 
says Rios wi th a smile. 

The lesson from that experience, 
acco rd ing to Rios, is that the 
" Chu rch needs to keep from over
reacting." The group eventually ac
cepted a grant from the Ford Foun
dation. O ne of the militants is now 
on the county Board of Supervis.ors 
and another is a state senator. 

the border," says Ri os cand idly. His 
wife, Rosa, w ho is a Chicana, has 
helped him on that score. " They 
have had the experience of l iv ing a 
ma rgina lized existence in this society 
that I haven' t had," he went on . " I 
knew my shortcomings in not under
sta ndi ng the pa in and suffering of 
the Chicanos, bu t I was wi ll ing to 
wo rk." 

Part of the pressure on Chicanos is 
that of hav ing to prove themselves 
and " making it" in a struggle fo r 
acceptance. " In Mexico our con
gregations are not tainted by that 
kind of thinking." Rios describes 
himse lf as theologicall y conservative 

("more in sympathy w ith the old 
E.U.B.'s" ), but he is appreciative of 
w hat he lea rned at Perk ins, " which 
enabled me to be more tolerant and 
open." 

He and Rosa have four children : 
Ri ca rdo, 18, Raul , 16, Renee, 14, and 
Ruth , who is 10. He thinks the 
Un ited M ethodist constituency in 
Phoenix would be ready to accept 
a Chicano as the center's director, 
so his own " missionary" career may 
soon be at an end. 

" I accepted this opportunity as a 
challenge, as something to do in the 
life of the Church," he declares. • 

He has helped move the com
munity center from a 3-R's program 
of " recreat ion, rummage and refer
ra l" to a more fam ily-or iented pro
gram, including courses on family 
income and budgeting, li teracy in 
English, home economics, a " very 
exciting" program in Mexi can cra fts, 
and a program called " Training Op
portunities Leading to Economic 
Change." The acronym, " TOL TEC," 
al so stands fo r the forerunners of the 
Aztec Ind ians. 

He has attempted to instill pride 
in M exi can culture. He was shocked 
at one of h is first experiences at the 
Center to d iscover that young Mexi
can boys d idn ' t want to learn to do 
the Mexican hat dance because they 
had been told it was " un-American ." 

-------------------•Kenneth B. Mcintosh 

The program also includes such 
Community Center fare as counsel
l ing, a sen ior-citizens lunch program, 
mea ls-on-w heels, and a probation 
departm ent providing emergency 
ass istance to de! i hqi.Jent youngsters. 
Approximately 600 persons are en
ro ll ed in the programs. 

Since Rios arri ved there are now 
many more neighborhood people 
among the Center's 30 members of 
the Board of Di rectors. A Roman 
Catholic nun, Sr. Mary Rose Christy, 
is presi den t of the Board . The center 
w as the place for the historic meet
ing between Bobby Kenhedy and 
Cesar Chavez in 1968. 

Be ing a m issidnary has its cross
cul tural problems, even w hen one 
shares the language and presumably 
the same Hispanic cu lture. " I've 
fo und it d ifficult to min ister to the 
more Ch icano-orien ted thinking 
than that w hich we know south of 

Dr. Myong Gui Son is a truly " in
ternational person." Appointed in 
1974 to serve for two years as an 
International Person ih Mission, he 
was assigned by the Board of Global 
Minist ri es to work in the South Cen
tral Jurisdiction and w ith the Asian 
Team of the Board . 

Born in Pyungnam, North Korea, 
educated there, in Japan, South 
Korea, and the U.S.A ., with travels 
in Europe, Asia, and the U.S., he has 
a global view of the life of the 
church . He w as born into a Presby
terian family, though his grandfather 
w as a scholar and a Confucianist, 
and his grandmother was a Buddhist 
w ho was active in the Korean 
independence movement. 

He became a Christi an , and, as a 
schoolboy during the Japanese oc
cupation of Korea, he refused to 
participate in the Shinto shrine wor
ship. Because of thi s he was refused 
admissioh into high school , and was 
sent to school in Japan . Returning 
to North Korea following W .W . II, 
he later escaped south to Seoul , en
tered the Methodist Church, and 
w as graduated from the Methodist 
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Theological Seminary, Seoul , Korea, 
in 1951 at the age of 23. 

His wife, Chong Yul , the daughter 
of a retired Korean Methodist pastor, 
is herself an international person. 
Born in Seoul, Korea, reared in Man
churia and Korea, she met her hus
band in Taejon, where they were 
married in 1955 after the completion 
of that portion of their education. 
They have three sons, ranging in age 
from 13 to 17, who are actively in
volved in schools in Dallas, Texas. 

Myong Gui Son received degrees 
from Yale University (S.T.M.) , and 
from Southern Methodist University 
(S.T.M ., Ph.D .), in addition to his 
training in Korea. He served various
ly as chaplain of the Holston Girl 's 
School , Seoul ; instructor at Ehwa 
Women's University; as executive 
secretary of the Youth Department 
of the Korean Methodist Church 
Board of Education ; and as the gen
eral secretary of the Korean Student 
Christian Movement. Engaged in the 
translation of books, and the writing 
of works for students, he has an in
sight into theological and sociologi
cal trends in many parts of the 
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world . During his years in Dallas, he 
organized the Korean Church of 
Dallas. In 1973, the government of 
the Republic of Korea (South Korea) 
honored him with an award for his 
outstanding contributions to the 
people of Korea in the U.S.A., and 
in his homeland . He continues to be 
vitally concerned about the condi
tions in Korea, and speaks forcefully 
and ably on the needs and responsi
bilities of the church in that nation . 

Quiet in manner, possessing a 
keen mind, a warm-hearted spirit, 
and viewing the world through 
piercing brown eyes, Myong Gui Son 
is involved across the nation and in 
the world as a dedicated Christian. 
He views his present ministry as an 
" International Person in Mission" as 
an attempt to try to complement or 
supplement the understanding of 
missions on the part of individuals. 
He travels widely and interprets to 
congregations and conferences the 
life, problems, and prospects of the 
churches in the Third World , most 
especially those in Asia. 

He feels that there are many ways 
of viewing mission. At the moment, 
much of the prevailing thought of 
missions relates to that of sending 
and receiving of persons. He sees 
a great need to supplement the re
ceiving end of this process, to try 
to provide balance. One example 
is the personalizing of pluralism 
within the Christian community. 
This is a result which emerges from 
the social , economic, and political 
implications of mission. 

Dr. Son is pleased at the recep
tivity of the U.S. church and people. 
However, at the "feeling" level , the 
U.S. church seems too ready to re
ceive an International Person, but 
not really listen to his ideas. So 
many persons, as they meet him, are 
inclined to ask, "What can we do 
for you?," rather than "What can 
you do for us?" Too often, the first 
response, "How nice that you are 
here to study and learn-welcome!" 
But, in almost the same breath, the 
question is asked, "When are you 
returning to your own homeland?" 

Dr. Son believes that the special 
emphasis of such a person in mis
sion should be in interpretation, 
rather than in promotion. A crucial 
need is that of consciousness-raising 
about the global realities which we 
as the whole church face. Since he 
is a global person, he sees himself 

as a pioneer, for he has never lived 
in a settled-down manner. His is a 
life which has been always lived in 
an uncertainty as relates to place and 
work, but in a very basic certainty 
in faith , ministry, and witness. As a 
person, he has desired fulfillment 
and joy in life, and has great hap
piness as a father, husband, and a 
minister in the United Methodist 
Church . 

For him and for each of us, as we 
live in this global village of earth, 
there is the need to work out the 
problems of identity. This has 
worked out well for him . But he 
asks, how much does the overseas 
church share in the development of 
this " person in mission" concept, 
and is there any impact on the U.S. 
and the church through him? 

This is the problem which any 
person in mission has, as one goes 
from a sending to a receiving church . 
What is the person? Just an individ
ual? Just a representative of the 
overseas church? This, he feels, must 
be put in the context of the whole 
mission of the church, to fulfill some 
of the hopes and expectations of 
the sending church, while at the 
same time doing the tasks assigned 
by the receiving church. Dr. Son has 
seen a transformation occurring 
within himself : an enrichment, a 
deepening of his understanding of 
the Christian faith , and of his role as 
being one who must receive as well 
as share in mission . 

Where does Myong Gui Son see 
himself moving, as he challenges so 
many others to be in mission in liv
ing their daily lives? He has no per
sonal plans, but continues to move 
onward in his pi lgrimage as a world 
Christian. The future seems to hinge 
on many circumstances, though he 
envisions a ministry which is open to 
opportunities in mission and service. 
With his personal responsibilities as 
a husband and father, with his rela
tionships in church structures, he 
still at times feels as does a return
ing U.S. missionary : " Where does 
one go from here?" In deep faith 
he moves into the uncertain future, 
truly a "global person in a global 
church," and in so doing helps to 
point the way for all of us who 
would seek to be persons in mission 
wherever we are called to live. • 

Kenneth Mcintosh is field representative 
for the South Central Jurisdiction , Sec
tion of Cultivation, BoCM. 





eco ogy & chri)tion ethic) 
Daniel H. Henning 

"'"fl"iE wonders of God 's creation of 
I life on earth are praised in the 

Psalms and other passages of the 
Bible. God has abundantly blessed 
our earth home or environment with 
natural resources, beauty, and varie
ties of plant and animal life. Yet 
Christians have failed to develop 
ethics and responsibilities toward the 
environment. Dr. Lynn White, a his
torian, notes, " Especially in its West
ern form, Christianity is the most 
anthropocentric (man-centered) reli
gion the world has seen ." Some 
Christian myths and assumptions 
provide man with justification for 
techno-scientific exploitation of the 
earth and its living things without 
recognition of responsibility toward 
other forms of life. 

This is partly a result of certain 
misconceptions of Christianity. It is 
sometimes thought that God created 
the world and its life solely to serve 
man and that man can do whatever 
he wants to it without ethics or 
responsibilities for his actions. 

The term ecology is derived from 
the Greek word, Oikos, which means 
home. Ecology includes all living 
things, including man, and their in
terrelationships with each other and 
the environment. The interrelation
ships and interdependencies of all 
living things, including man, form a 
complex web of life with interac
tions. Obviously, man is responsible 
for his actions, both beneficial and 
negative, in this ecological web of 
life. And he, in turn , must take into 
account that, under rapid techno
scientific development over the past 
50 years, many of these actions are 
irreversible, for instance, the de
struction of a scenic, natural area, 
or the extinction of a rare plant or 
animal. 

The concept of home in ecology 
is important. One loves and cares 

Daniel H. Henning is a lecturer in the 
Department of Government and Public 
Administration, Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. A member of the Interna
tional Council of Environmental Law, he 
has written widely on the environmen t. 

for one's home while one merely 
exists in a house. A sociological 
study of people living in a public 
housing project revealed a marked 
contrast in attitudes between peo
ple who were transients there for a 
short period and those who were 
considering it a permanent home. 
The former did little to improve con
ditions or to complain to authorities. 
The permanent people, however, 
pressured for improvements in land
scaping, painting, and repairs. They 
cared about the quality of their 
homes. In this sense, Christians 
should have the ethical love to care 
about the quality of their earth 
home. Too often, some Christians 
may, consciously or unconsciously, 
take the attitude: " Well , we are go
ing to heaven anyway. So why should 
we worry about the degraded and 
polluted earth that we leave be
hind?" But certainly Christ would ex
pect us to have Christian ethics of 
concern and action for future gen
erations of life that will be inhabiting 
the world after we have departed . 
Future generations of people and 
other forms o f life are certainly en
titled to God's blessin gs of the en-

vi ronment j ust as much as we are. 
Yet, Dr. Aldo Leopold , a past 

ecolog ical philosopher, considers 
that the actual recogn ition of ethics 
toward the land and its life has not 
really evolved in contrast to the 
eth ics of man and society. He states : 
" There is as yet no ethic dealing with 
man's relation to land and to the 
animals and plants which grow upon 
it ... The land relation is still strict-

ly economic, entailing privileges but 
not obligations." 

Along thi s line, a noted theolo
gian, Dr. Joseph Sittler, observes that 
Christians and non-Christians alike 
in America have difficulty in accept
ing any type of ethics that call for 
limitations or boundaries on their 
actions in pursuing the " American 
Dream" of progress, materialism, and 
affluence on a frontier-exploitative 
basis. He notes that we are annoyed, 
morally irritated, and puzzled when 
changes in ethics toward the en
vironment are required . But Dr. 
Sittler observes that the Bible itself 
contains numerous references to 
ethics and actions on order, limita
tions and boundaries. The land ethic 
as described by Dr. Leopold and 
modern environmental imperatives 
clearly call for acceptance of en
vironmental ethics by Chri stians. 

Yet, we somehow have difficulty 
in accepting ethics of th is nature 
when applied to God 's land and its 
life. As Christian environmental 
stewards, we are required to love 
and care for the environment and to 
pass on this trust as responsible ser
vants of God. We cannot merely 
operate as sel fi sh owners and ex
ploiters who can do anyth ing that 
we want to the environment without 
Chri stian ecological ethi cs or with
out concern fo r those coming after 
us. In thi s sense, one can si n (de
fined as separation from God) by 
violating and abusing ethics of the 
environment just as well as one can 
toward his fellow man. In fact, many 
sins and abuses to the environment 
are tied to a general neglect of ethics 
for our fellow man through pollution 
and degradation of the environment 
w ithout concern for the effects of 
these unethical actions on man or 
the environment. 

Consequently, a central message 
of ecology for Christians is that of a 
change in ethics making them more 
comprehensive to include the en 
vironment and other forms of life. 
The very nature of the message of 
ecological awareness and recogn i
tion hits the core values of soci ety. 
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"'Well , we are going 
to heaven anyway. 

So why should we worry 
about this degraded 

and polluted earth 
that we leave behind? '" 
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It says that we must change some 
of our basic religious, social, politi
cal, and economic values if we are 
to live in harmony with nature. 

Too often in the past, we have 
relied on science and technology to 
solve the environmental problems 
that we have created. Yet, Professor 
Garrett Hardin notes that some prob
lems of this nature simply have no 
technical solutions, although the 
tendency is to seek technical solu
tions without consideration of hu
man values or morality. It is obvious 
that the real sources and causes of 
many of our environmental prob
lems are in the area of ethics and 
morals. Moreover, one can usually 
recognize that Christians have been 
innovators and changers for getting 
at the morals and problems of so
cieties throughout history. Certainly, 
Christians can respond to the chal
lenges and problems of the environ
ment as an essential part of their 
over-all ethics of Christ's love and 
concern. 



However, most Christians today 
live in an urbanized setting and hence 
may follow a pattern of " Man Apart 
from Nature." In this setting, it is 
easy to de-emphasize or ignore en
vironmental problems which might 
disrupt our wants, conscience or 
ethics. In fact, many Christians may 
feel that man is very adaptable and 
will survive regardless of what hap
pens to the environment, including 
growing population and pollution 
pressures. Yet, Dr. Rene Dubos, a 
professor of environmental medi
cine, notes that failure to have some 
contact with open space and natural 
situations may result in losses in 
quality of human life and creativity. 
He states : 

The primordial habitat in which 
the human race evolved still 
shapes man 's most basic responses 
in adapting to conditions of mod
ern life. Our reaction to crowding 
and to strangers, our sense of so
cial order, even our forms of con
flict, are conditioned by deep im
prints from the biological past. A 
human environment must allow 
ways for man to express his 
aboriginal nature, to satisfy those 
needs that are rooted in the Stone 
Age, however great the outward 
changes brought by urbanization 
and technology ... The problem 
of the environment involves the 
salvation and enhancement of 
these positive values which man 
uses to develop his humanness ... 
Seeing the milky way, experienc
ing the fragrance of spring and ob
serving other forms of life con
tinue to play an immense role in 
the development of humanness. 
Survival is not enough. 
Moreover, it is through contacts 

with nature and open space that we 
can better develop the ecological 
ethics that we should have as Chris
tions, not to mention partaking of 
God 's blessings in nature. And hav
ing real ethics implies that it will 
affect our attitudes and actions just 
as in every other area of our lives 
and concerns as Christians. Almost 
everyone is at least aware of the 
growing problems and abuses to the 
environment and life. The World 
Council of Churches has established 
an Environmental Stewardship Com
mittee and the Catholic Church has 
a similar committee. 

Every Christian , as a member of 
God 's living community on earth, 

has ethical concerns and responsi
bilities for the survival and quality 
of the environment. And the quality 
of the environment is directly related 
to the qual ity of life of man . A 
Christian must be a wise steward of 
God's blessings of the environment 
and fulfill this trust. 

Just as Oikos means home in 
Greek, Oikonomos means the man
ager of home affairs. The Lord has 
entrusted us, within our given ca
pacities and situations, to be Oiko
nomos for the blessings of His 
home at large. The earth home or 
environment is His earth home and 
we are His managers who are an
swerable to Him with reckoning 
when our Master returns (see Luke 
12 : 42-48 and 16 : 1-2). We must 
provide for our own needs, but 
not at the expense of others, includ
ing future generations. We must be 
prudent planners for the manage
ment of our Lord 's blessings and ask 
God to give us the grace to be 
proper environmental stewards. 
. Environmental ethics and steward
ship do not require that we show 
less concern for mankind as Chris
tians. If anything, they require that 
we show more concern with added 
and needed ethics for the entire pic
ture, including future generations 
and other forms of life. 

Christian stewardship and actions 
based on the environmental ethics 
can be as varied as the individual 
Christian . For example, joining a 
citizens' environmental organization, 
participating in public activities as 
an individual citizen to encourage 
good environmental decisions, 
studying and acting on local en
vironmental problems, encouraging 
good business decisions that take 
into consideration environmental 
concerns, learning something about 
ecological and environmental con
siderations and teaching the same, 
protecting natural areas and wildlife, 
writing a letter to the editor of the 
local newspaper about some en
vironmental issue, studying and en
joying nature and helping others 
to do the same, and so forth , are 
only some of the activities based on 
environmental stewardship that 
most Christians can do. The impor
tant thing is the real recognition 
and encompassment of ecological 
ethics as a vital and necessary part 
of our Christian ethics so that we 
can be environmental stewards. • 



a prayer for 

environmental stewardship 

110 Heavenly Father, who hath blessed us with a rich 
heritage and environment of natural resources and beauty; 

Give us, 0 Lord, a sense of humility that we may 
recognize ourselves, not as masters of the earth, but as 

members and stewards of Thy living community; Help 
us, we pray Thee, to understand our proper interrelation

ships and responsibilities toward other forms of life; 
Grant us, Almighty God, a vigilant Christian and ecologi

cal conscience that we may be wise environmental 
stewards. We beseech Thee, Creator of all Life, for wisdom 

and guidance to work toward harmony between man 
and nature in thought, word, and deed. In the Name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." 

daniel h. henning 



AngolaS Agostinho Neto·· 
A Personal Portrait 

Of all the countries in southern 
Africa the least known is Angola . 
Yet it was one of the first south of 
the Sahara to be " discovered ." Ten 
years before Columbus made his 
memorable trip across the Atlantic, 
the Portuguese had planted their flag 
on the southern banks of the lower 
Congo River. With the exception of 
a few years when they were driven 
out by the Dutch, the Portuguese 
have controlled the mouth of the 
Congo River, now called the Zaire, 
since 1484. 

Four hundred years after Diogo 
Cao planted the Portuguese flag on 
the west coast of Africa south of the 
equator, Bishop William Taylor ar
rived in what was then and still is 
the capital city of Angola-Luanda
and established his self-supporting 
mission which was taken over by 
the Methodist Church in 1896. By 
the missionaries who subsequently 
worked there Angola has always 
been considered Methodism's step
child mission! 

Now Angola, about twice the size 
of Texas and with a population of 
approximately six million, is well on 
its way toward independence with 
the· 11th of November of this year 
set as the transfer date for self-gov
ernment. Prominent among the 
parties which have struggled for 
independence for fourteen years is 
the Popular Movement for the Lib
eration of Angola, otherwise 
known as MPLA. President of the 
MPLA is Dr. Antonio Agostinho 
Neto who, as a high school youth, 
served part-time as my secretary 
when I was a missionary in Angola 
in the late 1930's. We had been 
friends since before then, for his 
family lived not a stone's throw 
from our house in the capital city 
of Luanda. I used to see Antonio, as 

Bishop Ralph E. Dodge, executive co
ordinator of The Bishops' Call for Peace 
and the Self-Development of People of 
the United Methodist Church, served for 
many years in Africa as a missionary. 

he was then known, wearing knee
length school-boy pants, make his 
way morning after morning to the 
local high school as one of the 
very few Blacks who had forced his 
way to that level of education. 

Intelligence and Persistence 

His father, the Rev. Agostinho 
Pedro Neto, had been one of the 
few youths of his generation to ob
tain a grade-school education at the 
local mission school. Then he had 
gone into the ministry, was ordained, 
and by the time my family and I ar
rived on the scene in 1936 he was 
pastor of the Cadbury Memorial 
Church, the only Protestant church 
in Luanda and the largest in mem
bership and influence of the Meth
odist Conference. As was customary 
in those days I, just out of seminary, 
was appointed pastor of that church 
even before I arrived and Mr. Neto 
was my assistant. Later our relation
ship was reversed but we worked 
closely together for nearly three 
years. It was during this time that 
Antonio was forcing, and I use the 
word advisedly, his way through the 
local government high school , one 
of the very few Blacks with the 
persistence, stamina, and intelligence 
to do so. His constant encourage
ment was his mother, Maria Neto, 
a remarkably sensitive, patient, but 
determined woman who, I believe, 
is still living in Luanda. 

When Antonio completed his high 
school education he worked for the 
government for a couple of years 
in the department of health . Then, 
with passage money earned, he took 
off for Portugal to get a medical 
degree. In that undertaking he was 
encouraged with a Crusade Scholar
ship from The Methodist Church. 
But in Portugal he encountered dif
ficulties. In the medical school in 
Coimbra he associated with leftist 
students eager for reform in both 
Portugal and in her colonies. In the 
midst of his medical studies he was 
imprisoned for two years by the 
Salazar government, but eventually 

he was released and permitted to 
complete his medical training. 

Dr. A. Agostinho Neto was prac
ticing medicine in Luanda when the 
revolution began in Angola in 1961 . 
He was recognized as leader of the 
" Movimento Popular para a Liber
tacao de Angola" (MPLA) and again 
imprisoned by the Portuguese. After 
several months' detention in Lisbon 
he escaped and went to Conakry, 
Guinea, where he established head
quarters for his party. Here again he 
came under leftist influence, but as 
soon as conditions permitted he 
moved his party headquarters close r 
to the scene of revolutionary ac
tivity in Angola . This time it was 
in Leopoldville, Congo, where he 
came in contact with Mr. Holden 
Roberto, leader of the rival political 
party, UPA (Angola Peoples' Union). 

Wanted a Common Front 

At that time Dr. Neto was anxious 
to join forces with UPA and to 
form a common front against the 
Lisbon government. Roberto, how
ever, refused to meet with Neto 
even though I personally tried on 
one occasion , as I was pass ing 
through Leopoldville, to arrange a 
meeting and hopefully a reconci lia
tion . Later Neto's cousin , Deolinda 
Rodrigues D' Almeida, another Cru
sade Scholar who headed the wom
en 's brigade for the MPLA, was im
prisoned in Leopoldville, reportedly 
by instructions from Roberto, and 
later was assassinated. All in all, Neto 
found it impossible to form a com
mon front with UPA and as he was 
constantly being harrassed by ele
ments friendly to Roberto, he moved 
across the river and establi shed 
headquarters in Brazzavil le. 

Because of the constant conflict 
between MPLA and UPA forces on 
the northern front in Angola, Neto 
moved his headquarters to Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania, and later edged 
westward through Zambia to estab
lish another front in southeastern 
Angola . It was on this front that 
MPLA achieved considerable success 
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against the Lisbon regime. Later a 
third party, UNITA, was opened 
further west within Angola and, 
headed by Dr. Jonas Savimbi , be
came a powerful third factor in forc
ing the Portuguese to acquiesce to 
the demands for Angolan indepen
dence. 

C~rrently the three Angolan 
parties, UPA (which later became 
FNLA), MPLA, and UNITA share with 
the Portuguese government in ruling 
Angola, looking forward toward an 
election and full independence later 
this year. 

I write about Neto because I know 
him better 1than ,, I know either 
Savimbi or Roberito. Each of the 
three has a considerable following 
among the people of Angola. Both 
other parties have men I knew as 
boys now forming part of their 
provisional government. To a cer
tain extent, the strength of each 
party is tribal , with Holden Roberto 
having his greatest following among 
the Kicongo people in the north of 
Angola ; Savimbi among the Um
bundu-speaking people of the south
central part of the country ; and Neto 
among the Kimbundu-speaking 
people of north-central Angola, 
among whom he was raised . 

From the Evangelical Tradition 

It is interesting to note in this 
connection that although the evan
gel ical community in Angola com
prises only some five percent of the 
total population, all three leaders of 
the political movements for libera
tion are from that community. 
Holden Roberto has a Baptist back
ground, Agostinho Neto comes from 
the Methodist tradition, and Jonas 
Savimbi was nurtured in the Con
gregational/United Church of Can
ada tradition. (All three movements 
have received funds for their edu
cational and medical work from the 
World Council of Churches Program 
to Combat Racism.-Ed.) 

During their struggle for indepen
dence none of the three leaders had 
strong support from the United 
States although Roberto and Neto 
(and perhaps Savimbi) made trips 
seeking U.S. assistance. Although 
officially the United States affirms 
her support for the self-determina
tion of all people, during the decade 
and more of the struggle in Angola 
it was the practical policy of the 
United States to aid Portugal in her 
policy of domination and thereby, 
theoretically, " to maintain stability" 
in southern Africa. Without very 
much aid from the United States 
the people of Angola gained their 
freedom . This being the case it is 
only natural that those who succeed 
in forming the first Black govern
ment in Angola will continue to seek 
the cooperation of those countries 
which have aided them in their 
long struggle for independence. 

The Responsibility of Leadership 

Agostinho Neto, as the doctor is 
now known, is a man of sterling 
qualities. So far as I am concerned 
his character, as was that of his 
father before him, is irreproachable. 
I cite two personal incidents that 
tell something of the quality of the 
man who may or may not be the 
first Angolan to rule in the " land 
of the blacksmith prince." Neto was 
in Leopoldville during those difficult 
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days when MPLA was trying to get 
established in northern Angola. Rec
onciliation with Roberto had failed . 
Neto was under considerable pres
sure from the Leopoldville govern
ment. His cousin Deolinda was in 
prison. On a stop-over on one of 
my journeys I talked with Neto. I 
said to him, "Antonio, why don't 
you call it quits. Let your forces 
join those of Roberto and await your 
time for a comeback." He replied, 
"For me personally that would be 
the easiest thing to do. But I can't. 
My people have confidence in me. 
They have given me responsibility 
of leadership and I can't let them 
down." He didn't. The same per
si.stence which drove him through 
high school and medical school 
when the going was hard, drove him 
on, at least as far as Luanda-and 
maybe it will take him to the execu
tive mansion. 

The second incident took place 
when he was desperately in need of 
money to open the second front in 
southeast Angola. An organization 
in the States offered him a few thou
sand dollars if he would promise not 
to use it for war material. I saw the 
reply to that offer. Neto refused the 
money for he said that although he 
needed it badly, at that time war 
material was the number one priority 
in his party, he did not want to de
ceive any donor into thinking the 
money would be held for later 
development purposes. 

My last contact with Dr. Neto was 
a few months ago. My telephone 
rang. I answered . A voice on the 
other end greeted me in Portuguese. 
It was Dr. Neto calling me in Mis
souri from Toronto, Canada. He just 
wanted to say "Bon Dia" to an old 
friend. A mutual acquaintance had 
given him my telephone number. 

No matter what his current politi
cal philosophy may be, for me and 
for all those who personally know 
him, Neto is a real person . He has 
the courage, stamina and insight to 
lead the people of Angola into an 
era of peace and fulfillment. • 



Darrell Shambl in 

MIDDLE ll"ST PlllFIU•EES 

··still in need 
Refugees always seem to be caught 

in the middle. During war time they 
are overlooked and neglected in the 
all-out effort to win . When peace 
comes, refugees often are given low 
priority as efforts gear to economic 
recovery. 

This is especially true in the Middle 
East. Palestinian refugees are caught 
in the middle. Some have been in this 
situation for 26 years ! As armies 
skirmish and diplomats work for 
peaceful solutions, refugees find 
themselves in the middle or some
times off to the side. 

In the midst of all of this, however, 
the churches haven ' t forgotten . Where 
there are hungry, naked, and home
less, the Christian church cares. It has 
a concern regardless of the political 
situation. 

More than 1.6 million Palestinian 
refugees " exist" in the Middle East. 
(One can ' t say they " I ive" there, in 
the fullest sense of the word .) About 
one-third of these persons are in 63 
refugee camps supervised by the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) . The other two
thirds exist as best they can-in slum 
areas of large cities, on the edges of 
villages, and scattered in open coun
try where it is hard to eke out a living. 

The churches render assistance to 
refugees outside the UNRWA camps. 

Some Palestinians have been 
refugees since the first fighting broke 
out in 1948 between the Arabs and 
Israelis, when Israel was made a state 
by the United Nations. Every war and 
mini-war since has swollen the num
ber of refugees, as Arabs fled from 
Palestine into neighboring Arab lands. 

Churches, governments, UNRWA, 
and other organizations have been 
concerned about refugees and have 
assisted them in the M iddle East since 
the late '40s. But the problems are far 
from solved. In fact, some feel that 

Mr. Shamblin is editor of The Inter
preter, the official program journal 
for United Methodist pastors and lay
persons. 

Farming and family services are two important programs for refugees. (Above) 
Raymond Abdul Masib inspects a young o live tree. Masib, a Christian Arab with 
degrees in engineering and agriculture, helps Palestinians in programs of irrigation, 
land reclamation and crop upgrading. (Below) Mothers wait with their children at 
a Family Service Clinic. Churches support medical teams at these centers. If children 
are discovered to be well, there is no charge; if sick, fee is one dollar or nothing. 
Centers also offer feeding programs, classes and counsel on family matters. 



the problems have grown with the 
passing years. 

Without taking political sides, the 
churches have endeavored to minister 
to refugees in the name of Christ. 

Church World Service, supported 
by the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, the United Presbyterian 
Church, and others, channels support 
to the Middle East (formerly Near 
East) Council of Churches for refugee 
aid . The Church World Service sym
bol is a respected one in the Middle 
East. 

Photographs on these pages illus
trate some of the ways that our 
churches have aided the Palestinian 
refugees. Family Service Centers in 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the occupied 
West Bank in Israel, and the Gaza 
Strip have made, and are continuing 
to make, the Gospel become " flesh" 
in the clothing, feeding, and housing 
of those in need. 

Visit a Family Service Center in 
Amman, Jordan, in what most Ameri
cans would consider a " slum" area, 
and you will find dedicated social 
workers, doctors, nurses, teachers, 
and others helping refugees. Medical 
teams are providing family care at 
little or no cost. Mothers-to-be attend 
classes in pre-natal care. They learn 
how to make layettes for their ex
pected babies. They learn good nutri
tion first-hand, preparing food for 
themselves and others. They learn to 
do this with limited resources under 
almost primitive conditions where 
they live. 

At Family Service Centers women 
learn to sew for themselves, often 
using material shipped to the Middle 
East through Church World Service. 
Much of this fabric has been donated 
by factories in the United States, 
shipped to the Middle East by Church 
World Service, and given duty-free 
status to encourage such action . 

UNRWA has done much in the area 
of education for refugees. The 
churches help in education and pick 
up on other needs. In the occupied 
West Bank, Palestinian refugees are 
learning how to reclaim the land
to grow almond crops until their 
young olive trees begin to bear fruit 
15 years after planting. Irrigation sys
tems are bringing water to refugee 
villages for the first time. Sand dunes 
are being reclaimed, so the citrus 
fruits are being grown in Gaza on the 
southwestern coast. 

Young men are being trained in 
woodworking, leathercraft, and metal 

There are mo~e than 1.6 million refugees in the Middle East registered with UNRWA. 
About one-third of these people are housed in sixty-three refugee camps like this 
one near Amman, Jordan (top). Facilities are primitive, but sanitary conditions are 
maintained by UNRWA teams. (Below) Through the aid of the Near East Council 
of Churches, sand dunes have been reclaimed for citrus farming in the Gaza area. 
last year, the groves of grapefruit, oranges and lemons gave work to refugees and 
cleared around five thousand dollars. The profit was used to help refugees. 

.. -- ·-
. ' 

work at Vocational Training Centers 
in Jericho, Gaza, and other places. 
Young women are being taught dress
making, typing, and business skills 
to prepare them for work beyond the 
home. Other refugees are learning to 
use sewing and knitting machines, to 
enable them to provide for their fam
ilies. Some graduates go into business 
for themselves, with small loans pro
vided through the churches. 

People uprooted from their homes, 
their work, their land, and many of 
their friends, are caught in the middle. 
They can 't go " home," nor can they 
put their roots down in the various 
places they have landed. Some Pales
tinians have moved four times in their 
I ifeti me as refugees. 

Until there is a just settlement of 
differences in the Middle East, the 
Palestinians are still in the middle. 

Many Arabs and Jews do feel they 
can live and work together in the 
" Holy Land ." Twenty-six years of ten
sion, suspicion, and fighting, however, 
have taken heavy tolls on both sides. 
Many living in that area have never 
known peace. 

Let us continue to pray and work 
for a just peace in the Middle East. . 
Until it comes, however, we can con
tinue to reach out to the needy in 
the name of Christ. These uprooted 
people need our material , as well as 
our spiritual , support. • 
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Vocational training centers are run 
by UNRWA in the occupied terri
tories The ones at Jericho and 
Gaza train boys for careers in car
pentery, metal work, leather crafts 
and other occupations. Graduates 
are found in places as far away 
as Kuwait and Sweden (left). In 
addition to training programs for 
girls at the UNRWA center in 
Ramallah, the Family Service Cen-
ter programs teach refugees how 
to sew for themselves, their fami-
lies and to supplement the 
family income (top) . Social 
workers Lydia Zabaneh, right, and 
Laila Jiryes confer in Amman, 
Jordan. Social workers are an im
portant part of the church in 
action in refugee work. Both 
Mrs. Zabaneh and Mrs. )iryes are 
Palestinian refugees (above) . 



I
N th is age of seeing strength 
represented as power, courage 

dressed up like aggression, the story 
of the Calhoun County Day Care 
Center, Port Lavaca, Texas, tells of 
God at work in quieter ways. It 
needs telling because it's a faith 
statement: God uses most unlikely 
circumstances and unusual people. 

" I'm ashamed to ask another 
favor of you Methodist ladies." The 
welfare worker smiled hesitantly. 

" What is it?" Barbara Armstrong's 
voice was little more than a whisper. 

" A low-cost day care center is 
what the women really need." 

Barbara Armstrong blinked to see 
if she was dreaming. She's a quiet 
woman who had al ready mustered 
her courage and convinced her 
·w.s.c.s. Circle to offer transporta
t ion to families picking up com
modity foods. Even though Port 
Lavaca is a town of only 10,500 in 
a county of only 17,000, it's spread 
over a large area, too far for walk
ing to the commodity food center. 

" There are women on welfare 
who'd work if they had a place to 
leave their children," the welfare 
worker said . 

" It might be possible." In two 
months Barbara had learned of " pos
sibilities." It began when her 
W.S.C.S. had a program on com
munity needs. She'd been compelled 

to ask, " Why so much talk? Why 
not act?" 

Barbara acted. The day after the 
program, she went to the Welfare 
Department. From there the trans
portation. service started. Now, she 
wondered , almost trembling openly, 
had she really jumped in over her 
head? 

The reassuring voice of the wel
fare worker gave her courage. " Free 
job training's available through the 
state. All they need is day care." 

" Do they want to work?" Barbara 
didn 't realize she was echoing the 
question she'd be asked many times. 

" Definitely. Many would get off 
welfare if they had a chance." 

A Quiet Kind of Courage 

That conversation took place in 
November, 1971 . In a tiny room of 
the welfare department, God worked 
a miracle. Someone who was not 
powerful or famous or dynamic 
found courage, a quiet kind of 
courage that made her keep on 
keeping on. She contacted people 
until a committee was formed , not 
just United Methodists, but people 
who were genuinely concerned . 

First, they had to be sure there 
was a real need . They went door to 
door in low-income areas over the 
entire town calling on 250 families. 
Knowing that trust is essential before 



information is given, Spanish-speak
ing Mexican-American women were 
asked to take part on each survey 
team. 

Women were found who were al
ready working, leaving pre-schoolers 
with elderly grandparents, some
times alone and very often with 
school-age brothers and sisters who 
took turns missing school to baby 
sit. There were 43 children who 
needed day care immediately. There 
were 150 more who could use it if 
their mothers found work. 

As the needs and the size of the 
program took shape, funding 
loomed like a black cloud . A tenta
tive budget was set up using First 
United Methodist Church classrooms 
for the center. The committee was 
determined to provide more than a 
baby sitting service. After compiling 
their research, they set the following 
curriculum goals : 1. develop good 
self concepts, 2. develop good at
titudes about others which involves 
trust and respect, 3. develop aware
ness of interdependence of people 
and the world, and 4. develop 
respect for authority. 

It was evident the program would 
have to help mothers as well as 
children. The job seemed over
whelming, yet they could not stop. 

Disappointments and Problems 

Then, the real test came, setbacks 
and disappointments began. Money 
could not be found for such an ex
pensive undertaking. The inadequacy 
of using volunteers had to be faced. 
If that wasn't enough, Barbara's 
husband was being transferred. The 
force behind the effort was leaving, 
or so it seemed. One strength of 
the committee was Barbara's low
key approach. Because she did not 
demand full authority, because she 
did not overshadow others with her 
drive, the members of the commit
tee shared the leadership. The suc
cess of the project was not depend
ent on her personality. They would 
not fall apart. The committee mem
bers had varying strengths. There 
was Barbara Armstrong who was a 
dreamer, a day care center was 
needed, it must be done. Evelyn 
Williams was Barbara's close friend. 
She was Barbara's support. She said 
"yes" when the "nos" became loud 
and depressing. Then, there was 
Jamie Wehmeyer, a long-time resi
dent of Port Lavaca and a Catholic. 

Because of her church work, she 
knew the people in the poverty 
areas and understood their needs 
and dreams. She was also in touch 
with the resources in the community. 
She poured her tiny body into the 
project like a steam roller. Annette 
Pfeil was President and representa
tive of the W .S.C.S. when the com
mittee was formed. She was the 
steady strength, giving encourage
ment, doing what was needed and 
keeping the women of the church 
informed. Ri ta Mayfield was like An
nette in that she was there because 
she was needed. She had a new 
baby but the day care center struck 
a chord in her that made a huge 
dream seem possible when a small 
task is chewed a little at a time. 
Janet Custer's a practical , time-table 
worker. When facilities were needed 
to keep the project from becoming 
" a Methodist" center, she combed 
the town and reported her findings 
with accuracy. The only man on the 
committee was Jim Mayfield, pastor 
of First United Methodist Church, 
who'd had experience with the 
poverty program in Mathis, Texas. 
His watchword was "do your home-
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work. Dreams don 't come true with
out preparation." Each person on 
the committee gave in a special , 
unique way. Probably the only com
mon denominator was that they 
weren't quitters. All of them were 
filled with a spirit that kept pushing 
onward. 

Then, a new leader arrived. 
Grace Ann Badgett's husband was 
transferred back to Port Lavaca. 
Grace Ann 's strength lay in her stay
ing power and energy. She was will
ing to fill out forms, push for an
swers to confusing and bureaucratic 
questions. Most of all she was aware 
of the team effort required of the 
committee. And, she remembered 
to set aside times for celebrating 
when there was something to cele
brate. 

Money did not come. Federal 
funds were scarce. Trips to the State 
Welfare Office turned up little hope. 
A barrage of letters not only for state 
and federal money, but for private 
grants poured from the committee. 
Finally, they discovered federal 
money would be available from Title 
IV-A through the State Welfare De
partment for children of welfare 
recipients. There was an " if." If local 
30% matching money could be 

raised . It did not count that the 
school system had offered the free 
use of one of their temporary build
ings. It did not count that furniture 
and volunteer service would be 
given. The local 30% had to be in 
cash . In addition, another thorn was 
added. The federal money would 
not come except on a reimburse
ment basis which could take up to 
three months. What did that mean? 
They'd have to fund themselves for 
the first three months. 

Involving the Community 
A final bold decision : they re

organized. The entire community 
would have to be involved . The 
most likely way of involving folks 
was through existing organizations. 
The committee understood that they 
had a selling job before them . In 
order to sell the day care center, 
they must show the need not only 
from the point of view of low-in
come children and their families , 
they must show how the county as 
a whole would benefit from having 
the center. That meant more in
vestigations ; conversations with 
kindergarten and first grade teach
ers, plus careful research. They 
discovered what happens to a child . 
in his first five years determines 
not only his physical but mental 
growth. They found children who 
knew nothing of books, the use of 
eating utensils or sanitary toilet 
habits. Some were afraid of the 
toilet's flushing sound. Others came 
to school without being toilet 
trained . A first grade teacher told of 
a child who was so exhausted on 
Tuesdays he couldn't perform the 
simplest tasks. An investigation dis
closed that there were so many in 
his family that Monday night was 
his turn to sleep in a dresser drawer. 

Some children on the free lunch 
program threw away fried_ chicken 
because they didn't know what it 
was. Many children had never 
spoken a complete sentence either 
in English or Spanish . They did not 
know the names of household arti
cles such as desks, beds and chairs. 
It was very common for children to 
begin school without knowing 
colors. And many children had no 
concept of owning anything. They 
could not understand that crayons 
belonged to them or that they ac
tually had pencil and paper to keep 
and for which they were responsible. 

The county juvenile officer said 



1e two-thirds of his cases were from 
!e low-income fam ilies. Figures from 
~- the Chamber of Commerce 1973 
re Economic Report showed 33% of 
le the fam il ies in Calhoun County 

made less than $6,000 a year. 
ts They repo rted their find ings to 
d each service cl ub, explain ing the 
?· need and how the center would 
o work. Each ti me a presentation was 
? made, they experienced renewed 
1r surprise at the enthusiastic response. 

A Leap of Faith 
Then, a faith leap. The open ing 

was set for September 9, 1974. 
People who'd shown specia l interest 
were asked to call on their neigh
bors for a pledge. If 1 SO families 
gave $5 a month beginning right 
then, Spring 1974, they'd have 
money to operate the first three 
months until the federal money ar
rived . Pledges came slowly. Like the 
rest of the country, money was tight 
in Port Lavaca. The cost of living 
was spiraling. Finally, only 40 fam
il ies pledged. Well short of the 
goal. 

Interest from the community did 
not let up, however. Volunteer or
ganizations donated material and 
curtains, furnished paint and painted 
the building. Four men's groups con-
structed play ground equipment and 
installed a fence. Furn iture and ap
pliances were given, cabinets and 
toys made. 

In the midst of the activity, Grace 
Ann Badgett received a call from 
the Hogg Foundation. It had been 
so long since she'd mailed a grant 
proposal , she'd forgotten about it. 

" How should we make out the 
check? It's fo.r $10,000." 

Grace Ann was so surprised she 
couldn ' t think of questions like 
" when will the money come." She 
j ust hung up and began shouting 
the good news. 

Later, the committee discovered 
that the Hogg Foundation had been 
impressed with the well-organized 
presentation and budget. They'd 
been impressed with community 
support. 

They believed the day care center 
had a good chance of success. 

A woman's service club sponsored 
a " baby shower" because the center 
was the county's newest arrival. Cer
ta inly the b irth pains had been long 
and hard. The shower was held as 
an open house. Donations of linens, 
toys, games and equipment were 

brought to the shower by 40 people. 
Another 40 donated items such as 
disposable diapers. 

The cen ter opened on schedu le 
w ith seven enro lled. It' s grown to 27, 
full capaci ty, with fi ve on the wai t
ing li st. The children range in age 
from four mon ths to five yea rs. 

Two mothers found jobs with suf
ficient pay to disquali fy thei r chil
dren's attendance at the center. 

One of the workers said, " W e' re 
sad to see these children leave us. 
We've grown to love them. But, it's 
our job to help people become self
sufficien t." 

The center is a happy place, filled 
w ith excitement because the world 's 
opening up to children . They're 
f ind ing that li fe is filled w ith new 
possibilities. 

The sto ry of Roland tell s most 
about the center. Roland is two. He 
had a hard time leaving Mama w hen 

he came to the center. He cried 
most of the time and carried a pil
low clutched to his chest for security. 
Even after Roland 's tears stopped, he 
held tightly to his pillow. When he 
joined the ch ildren in the wading 
pool , he'd drop his pants but not his 
pillow. Finally, Roland began using 
his pillow as a toy, tossing it, swing
ing it over his head. Gradually, as 
the activities became more and more 
interesting, Roland began dropping 
his pil low in order to take part. 
Now, Roland doesn't even bring his 
p ill ow with him. 

In trying to define the element 
that helped the committee through 
more than three years of work, 
Grace Ann Badgett said, " It finally 
bo ils down to endurance. Faith 
makes the difference. It enabled us 
to keep standing." 

There is something strong about 
the meek. • 
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As a teenager Juan Yepez told 
a friend, "Many times I've 
asked, 'Why was I born? What 
purpose do I have in this 

\ 

world?' I do believe God has a 
purpose for everyone. But, for me?" 

J 

Marjorie Vandervelde 

I f you were to observe Juan Yepez 
program the computers of the 

Bolivian Mining Company in South 
America, you might simply nod ap
proval to this Bolivian young man . 
And again, when in off hours he 
works at rehabilitating a deaf child . 

But Juan Yepez has neither arms 
nor legs. 

To know that he was born with a 
little four-finger hand attached to 
each shoulder, and a foot to each 
hip joint, is to make his story seem 
a miracle. If so, you would have to 
call this an ecumenical miracle 
helped along by concerned and 
assorted religious groups, by indi
viduals and service clubs, crossing 
cultural , political and international 
borders. 

As a baby Juan was kept in hiding 
by his mother, so few knew of his 
existence, except neighbors-though 
he was seen as an 18-month-old in a 
trash can of a La Paz (Bolivia) alley. 

He was first reported to members 

The earlier story of Juan Yepez is fami
liar to long-time readers of this maga
zine . This updating is by Ms . Vander
velde, w ho writes frequently about Latin 
America . 



of the city's Rotary Club, who dele
gated two " Rotary Anns" from the 
wives' auxiliary, to investigate. They 
called at the home and found Juan . 
The mother, abandoned by the 
child 's father, agreed to their taking 
the baby to Asilo de Carlos Villegas , 
a home for children endowed by 
the men of Carlos Villegas and gov
erned by a loca l board . Help had 
been hard to get, so the board had 
enlisted workers from a group of 
local Catholic nuns. They cared for 
Juan for a year, then found it neces
sary to place him elsewhere. 

Rotarians asked Dr. Paul F. Brown, 
then director of Pfeiffer Memorial 
Hospital of La Paz, if that Methodist 
hospital could take care of Juan. He 
readily accepted the lad, who was 
registered with a birth date of Sep
tember 27, 1945, though a baptismal 
certificate discovered later showed 
November 29 of that year as his 
birthday. 

Rotary contributed a small sum 
for his care, and called the boy Juan 
Rotary. The " Anns" acted as spon
sors, with frequent visits and gifts. 

Juan 's home was the children 's 
ward . He soon felt at home every
where and would lie down to roll 
down the hall like a little tumble
weed, giving many a hospital visitor 
a surprised shock, and making neu
rologists puzzle over Juan's lack of 
dizziness after long spins. 

Juan was a happy child, and 
would roll from bed to bed in the 
ward, telling the children stories and 
singing songs. 

Dr. Brown (who now practices at 
the Maquoketa, Iowa, Medical Cen
ter) says, " Mrs. Hallett, counse lor for 
student nurses, observed the young
ster's obvi ous intelligence and 
brought him paper and extra long 
pencils and crayons. Juan took to 
art with immediate skill and de
light." He "seemed to be" about 
five yea rs old . 

So it seemed worthwhile to send 
Juan to school. Student nurses made 
him a little white coat such as the 
other children wear, and carried him 
dow n the hill to the Obrajes School. 
He usually attended only half-days 
that first year, but was so well re
ceived by the other children that 
they began carrying him " home." 

The hospital carpenters made a 
little wagon for Juan so the school 
children could push him up the hill 
instead of carrying him. And the 

Missionaries Dr. and Mrs. Frank Beck (left) see Juan off from Bolivia to New York 
in 1955. The airline stewardess accompanied him on the trip. Mrs. Ann Wasson, 
right, was head of work in Bolivia for handicapped children and Juan's guardian. 

nurses knitted little suits, since Juan's 
shape was such that store clothes 
wouldn ' t fit. 

Dr. Brow n recalls, " During our 
last yea r in La Paz we tried every 
lead to fi nd a place to send this 
strange, talented little creature, for 
rehab ilitation. Thalidomide had not 
been invented and this type of de
formity was almost unknown. Physi
otherapy and amputation appliances 
were unsoph isticated and investiga
ti ve fu nds scarce." 

When Dr. and Mrs. Frank Beck re
turned from the United States (1952) 
to direct Pfeiffer Memorial Hospital , 
they continued the search for pro
fessional help for Juan . U nsuccess
fu lly. 

Terry Lill y, M.D ., of Kansas City, 
Missouri , was a visitor of the Becks, 
and became interested in Juan 
Yepez . Later, Dr. Lilly attended a 
meeting in Kan sas City where the 
speaker was Howard A. Rusk, now 
director of the Institute of Rehabili
tation Medicine of New York Uni
versity Medica l Center. 

Dr. Lilly to ld Dr. Rusk about Juan 
Yepez . And added, " You know, I 
think if this boy had a chance, that 
he could be a great person. He is so 

bright." 
Dr. Rusk answered, " I don ' t know 

how we could eve r bring him up. 
We have no funds. It sounds diffi
cult, but have them send me the 
case report and pi ctures." 

Later Dr. Ru sk explained how the 
door opened fo r Juan : " God works 
in such unu sual ways sometim es . .. 
M y secretary had opened the lette r 
(from La Paz) and placed the pic
tures of Juan Yepez on top, w hen I 
had my firs t appoi ntment of the day 
-wi th the secretary of a we ll
know n man . She saw the pictu res of 
Juan and asked me about the boy. I 
to ld her the story. She said , 'He sha ll 
have his chance . I've been able to 
save, and I have no children. I wi ll 
adopt thi s l ittl e boy w hile he is in 
the Un ited States, and he wil l have 
hi s chance.' /1 O th ers also offe red to 
help. 

In the meanti me, and from 1952 
until January 1955 (when that oppor
tun ity materia l ized), Juan's " parents" 
we re D r. and M rs. Frank Beck, and 
his home the Pfeiffer Memoria l Hos
pital. The entire staff was his fami ly. 

M rs. Beck reca ll s, " W e lived on 
the top fl oo r, and at night Juan used 
to 'chin his way' up the steps by 
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p utting his chin on the next higher 
step, then throwing his body up to 
it. He li ked to gather the waste 
paper, then sit by the fireplace and 
toss it in; we had no othe r heat ... 
He never showed that he was sad or 
d isappointed. Juan has always had 
a great sense of humor." 

Juan 's fingers were so nimble that 
he learned to do many things with 
them. He cou ld cut with a knife, and 
eat very well . He could dress himself 
except for putting on a tie and but
toning his shirt. He could wash him
self, except his back, comb his hair, 
pick up th ings with his toes. 

Later, people in New York found 
Juan so cheerful (as compared with 
many handicapped) that they asked 
the Becks if he had experienced 
more than usual love in the home. 
The explanation was that Juan had 
been surrounded by love in his 
Pfeiffer Hospital " home." Dr. Frank 
Beck was made a lifetime member 
of the La Paz Rotary Club, for his 
contribution to the life of Juan 
Yepez. 

While Juan lived at Pfeiffer Me
morial Hospital the Becks were un
able to locate his mother. Eventually 
Dr. Josefa Saavedra, a prominent 
lawyer who worked with the Society 
for the Protection of Children, was 
able to find Juan's mother, and she 
was given work near the hospital. 
She reported that two of her broth
ers had been born with no arms, 
and another with very short arms 
and legs, but only Juan was com
pletely armless and legless. 

She visited Juan occasionally. 
When she was told that Dr. Rusk 
had arranged for him to go to the 
United States, she warned Juan not 
to go. " When your plane gets out 
over the ocean, they' ll throw you 
out!" she told him. (She died of 
cancer before the trip was made.) 

Details o f the flight were worked 
out by Mrs. Ann Watson of La Paz, 
president of the Society for Protec
tion of Children . But as time ap
proached for the trip, Juan grew de
pressed . The Becks thought he was 
sad to leave friends. One day he 
asked them if it were true that he 
might be th rown out of the plane, as 
his mother had said. 

They assured Juan that it was out 
of love and concern for him that he 
was being taken to New York. Im
med iate ly he grew excited and hap
py about going. He was about nine 

Juan with Dr. Howard Rusk. 

years old at the time. 
Dr. Howard Rusk and others met 

Juan 's plane when it landed in New 
York, and eased the, transition-as 
well as the months to follow. 

Juan 's life was filled with exam
inations, tests, consultations, trial
and-error experiments, new faces , 
new experiences. For some time 
while in New York, he attended a 
Catholic parochial school. When 
another child asked when he would 
go home, Juan replied "When I can 
walk home." At first crude limbs 
were hand made. Then came others, 
and others. But Juan did not often 
get discouraged . He was interested 
in techniques and made suggestions. 

About 17 months after arriving at 
New York's Institute of Rehabilita
tion Medicine, Juan walked. 

Dr. Rusk says of this specially-de
signed bucket seat with mechanical 
legs and crutches, "Only years later 
when over 5,000 babies were born 
deformed by Thalidomide, were we 
to recognize the significance of 
Juan's prostheses. The pattern was 
there, waiting to help those chil
dren ." 

Well, Juan could now walk. He 
had a degree of independence. But 
what was he to do with it? 

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Beck, who had 
been " parents" to Juan in Bolivia, 
were now living in California in 
semi-retirement. They now became, 
again, a parental influence. In April, 
1963, Juan entered Casa Colina Re
habilitation Center in Pomona, Cal
ifornia where he was able to com
plete high school. He enrolled in 
Pacific College in Fresno, and the 
next summer took classes at Chaffey 
College in Alta Loma. During this 
time Juan was earning credits equal 
to two years of college, he spent 
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much time with the Becks. And there 
were times when they needed to 
encourage him. 

Mrs. Beck tells of a discouraging 
time for Juan when he wanted to 
drop out of Chaffey College. 

Mrs. Beck told him, " You don 't 
know you ' ll get an F. And after 
you 've put in so much hard work it 
would be a shame to drop out." 

" I knew you wouldn't let me 
quit," Juan said, and he made the 
grade. 

Juan was aware that many individ
uals had helped him get this far, and 
that he must prepare himself for 
something useful. But what? 

He learned to type using a lead 
pencil with eraser on the end to 
strike the keys. He had become a 
good chess player. He made friends 
easily and enjoyed meeting and visit
ing with folks . Aptitude specialists 
thought he possessed attributes (in
cluding that chess playing) which 
could point to a useful place in so
ciety-perhaps in the field of com
puters. Aptitude tests were given . 

Twelve years after Dr. Howard 
Rusk and others had first met Juan 
Yepez at the New York airport, they 
gathered there to wish him well as 
he flew back to Bolivia to take a 
good-paying position as computer 
programmer 'with the Bolivia tin in
dustry. Juan . Yepez could walk off 
the plane when it landed in La Paz. 

His new world of independence 
began in December 1967. 

How are things with Juan today? 
Dr. Howard Rusk reports: "Juan 

is doing extremely well. He contin
ues to work as a computer program
mer in La Paz ... He has married a 
widow, apparently a lovely person, 
who has a deaf child . Juan has been 
very busy helping with that child's 
rehabilitation . The exciting thing is 
that they now have two children of 
their own, both normal. They are 
very happy." 

Juan, Dr. Rusk believes, is sym
bolic of the fact that arms and legs 
don ' t make a man-spirit makes a 
man . He has seen this courageous 
spirit as a common denominator in 
many victims of Viet Nam with 
whom he has worked. They epito
mize spirituality in a gray world, 
even more dynamatic than nuclear 
fission . When Juan " walked home" 
he refreshed the concept of dignity 
of the individual-"A little child 
shall lead them." • 
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CROSSROBDS 
T, HEOLOGICAL education - the 

training of ministers and other 
Christian workers-is an essential 
element in the lifeblood of the 
church . Trinity Theological College 
in Singapore, an island republic at 
the southernmost tip of the Asian 
mainland just 85 miles north of the 
equator, has been training Chinese 
and Indian youth for Christian serv
ice since its birth 27 years ago. 

Wartime internment in a Japanese 
prison camp-the infamous Changi • 
camp-was the background to the 
college. The missionary founders 
shaped their vision of the future 
during their years of detention . Prior 
to 1949 the church in Malaysia and 
Singapore depended largely on 
China, Ceylon, Britain , India and the 
United States for min isters. The 
founders wanted to educate local 
Christian leaders to take increasing 
responsibility in their own churches. 

Born in a period of postwar trou
bles, the new institution grew into a 
unique cooperative venture wh ich 
joined the efforts of Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Ang I icans, American 
and Swedish Lutherans and most 
recently, the Basel Mission . 

The Significance of Nationalism 

Today, according to Rev. George 
T. Wang, a Methodist clergyman 
from Taiwan who was Trinity prin
cipal for the past four years, Trinity 
is facing both new opportunities 
and new challenges. Both the op
portunity and the challenge are 
related to the growth of nationalism 
and separate national churches. 

" Undoubtedly we are in a period 

Lance Woodruff is a journalist who 
writes on Christian affairs from South
east Asia. 



of crisis," Wang told the Trinity com
mun ity recently. He pinpointed the 
recent growth of separate natio~al 
church bodies in the Methodist, 
Anglican and Presbyterian churches 
-and pressures from the Malaysian 
churches to form a new national 
seminary of their own-as the core 
of the challenge. While Trinity has 
been drawing students from M~lay
sia Thailand, Papua-New Guinea, 
Ja~an and Indonesia, in additi~n to 
Singapore, the increased national 
sentiments that have led to separate 
national church bodies now means 
that fewer local churches want to 
send their students " abroad" to 
Singapore for training. More than 
half of Trinity's students have come 
from outside Singapore in the past, 
and the resultant loss of financial 
support could well affect the finan
cial viability of the college . 

As new institutions for theological 
training spring up in other loca~i?ns 
it also means increased compet1t1on 
for a limited pool of trained teachers 
and administrators, as well as com
petition for dwindling outside finan
cial and missionary personnel sup
port. Some observers question the 
results, the " product" of schools al
ready in operation without ade
quately qualified faculty in many 
subject areas. . 

" Crisis always provides opportuni
ties and hope," according to Wang. 
He sees new d i r e c t i o n s, new 
responses by which Trinity can pro
vide continuing educational services 
to those who have already grad
uated, a lay training program (the?
logical education for laymen) 1n 
which students can enroll and study 
at their local churches, an expanded 
school of sacred music, the develop
ment of the college as a regional 
interdenominational and interfaith 
study center (it is al ready bein? 
used by the Association of Theologi
cal Schools in South East Asia for 
this purpose) , and a theological ex
tension program to serve young men 
and women in rural areas not 
reached by more formal educational 
programs. In extending these pro
grams the college can ~lso ~~~rove 
its financial status. Having in1t1ated 
these new directions, Wang has left 
Tr inity to return to Vanderbilt Un~
ve rsi ty w here he will complete his 
Ph.D. studies. 

Indigenous leadership 

For the first time a local Christian 
leader has been chosen to head the 
institution : the Rev. Stephen Tan, a 
Presbyterian minister who is also 
moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Singapore and the first 
Trinity graduate to head the c?llege. 

One of the main tasks facing the 
college-and himself as principal, 
according to Tan , is the lack of un
derstanding of the nature and pur
pose of the institution in the eyes 
of local congregations ranging from 
English- and Chinese-speak.ing Chi
nese congregations to Tamil (South 
Indian) congregations, as well as 
various ethnic minority churches, 
particularly in the East Malaysian 
states of Sabah and Sarawak on the 
island of Borneo. When denomina
tional theologies and practices are 
added to the already polyglot racial 
and linguistic jumble of this South
east Asian crossroads, and the 
strains of so-called " ecumenical," 
" liberal " " evangelical " and " funda
mentali~t" labels, one can imagin.e 
the difficulty of providing theologi
cal education to suit the needs of 
local churches. 

Because Trinity was not founded 
by local Christians, but by miss~on
aries Tan says the gaining of wider 
parti~ipation and recognition from 
churches not only in more distant 
geographic areas, but in Singapore 
itself has been made difficult. Singa
pore ' is a predominantly Chine.se 
society, though it has m~de a?m1r
able progress in harmonious inter
racial and intercultural relations ; but 
still there is tension between Singa
pore and the predominantly Malay 
nations surrounding it. 

The church is not insulated from 
these tensions, according to Ta~, 
who has had pastoral experience ~n 
more rural Malaysia as well as in 

highly urbanized Singapore, where 
he has for many years been involve? 
in Urban Industrial Missions. He 1s 
deeply aware of the variety of de
mands placed upon the churches of 
the cities especially Singapore, 
when they' are compared with the 
basically rural countries which sur
round them . 

Because the churches in Malaysia 
include a large proportion of rural 
and small town congregations, he 
says, the Malaysian chur~h~s a.re in
creasingly feeling that training in the 
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" big city" (in this case Singapore) 
is not relevant for their needs. Sum
mer service in the rural churches 
themselves is helping to bridge this 
gap, but· nonetheless the Malaysian 
churches are going ahead to estab
lish a new theological institution in 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital. 

Part of the problem is political. 
The churches are under pressure, 
sometimes subtle, sometimes overt, 
to become " truly national " institu
tions without outside influences. By 
its very nature the church universal 
finds it difficult to fully comply 
with this kind of directive, but hu
man frailties, jealousies, rivalries, 
are exhibited within church circles 
as well as in secular life-and all too 
often such frailties have harmful ef
fects on the life of the church. 

Searching for Selfhood 

Dr. Peter Leung, an Anglican who 
is dean of students, says that " Trinity 
is under attack from left and right. 
For some it' s too conservative, 
while others feel it's too liberal. The 
churches want one kind of pastor, 
while students and faculty want to 
build up a different world" which 
takes a broader view of the role of 
the pastor. "Our task is to help the 
churches in Asia find their own self
hood, their own understanding," he 
says. 

" The faith that has been handed 
down from the West, from the mis
sionary church , is something that w~ 
have to try to interpret anew, 
stresses Stephen Tan . " We must 
discover just what this means to us 
in Asia." It also means, he says, 
finding better ways to . relat~ to 
churches not now in relat1onsh1p to 
Trinity, in developing a . local base 
of financial support, and in develop
ing a stronger Asian faculty-making 
Trinity College less depend~nt. upon 
Western financial and m1ss1onary 
personnel support. 

Known to Malaysia and Singapore 
churchmen as a moderate, the Trin
ity and Princeton-educated pastor 
has strong links with Chinese-speak
ing as well as English-speaking c?n
gregations, and his theological 
credentials appear to be acceptable 
to both "liberals" and "conserva
tives." This indicates that Trinity 
Theological College will successfully 
face up to the challenges facing it 
in the coming years. • 
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LETTERS FROM OVERSEAS 
BELIZE 

This is Sunday, 2nd March 1975. 
It rained last night for the first time 
this year. The Caribbean sea is as 
glass, the wind is gentle, and it will 
be hot later in the day. 

Our first church responsibility is at 
a village Sunday school nine miles 
away, in the Libertad mission school 
at 9 a.m. It takes 25 minutes to drive 
there. By 9 :20 there were 20 small 
children and seven youth. We sang 
songs, taught them " Lord of the 
Dance" as they are to sing it as a 
group for a service on Good Friday 
morning. Divided the group with the 
small children with Frank as he gave 
them the lesson of how Jesus healed 
the nobleman's son. I gave a quiz to 
the youth on unscrambling letters of 
12 books of the Bible. Sang " Happy 
Birthday" to a 9-year-old girl ; took a 
picture of 8-9-10-year-olds and then 
of the entire Sunday school. Dis
tributed outdated Sunday school 
papers (sent down from the States) , 
after having their attendance re
corded by stars on the chart. 

We stopped at a home of one 
parishioner where the daughter is 
pregnant from a "casual" encounter 
in a parked land rover. The family is 
naturally upset and are trying to 
decide whether to make the boy 
marry the girl. Incidentally, the 
mother has been living with the 
father and has borne him eight sons 
and this one daughter, and they are 
not married . We left a teen-age 
manual for the girl and the mother 
to read . They are to talk again to
morrow night to the parents of the 
boy and to decide then what to do. 

Drove on to our Calcutta village 
church at 11 a .m. Three adults, two 
of whom can read, two children 
who cannot talk although 5 and 11 
years old, a small boy sucking his 
thumb, a 12-year-old boy who has 
very bad eyes and one girl who is 
normal all these finally wandered 
into the service. Frank gave the same 
lesson on healing the nobleman's 
son, for the children. The adult 

sermon was on Pentecost and the 
Holy Spirit. We're using an attend
ance chart there also and include 
the adults and will give out prizes 
for best attendance come May. 

A six-weeks-old baby had died in 
the night just down the road from 
the church. Frank prayed for the 
family in the service, then we went 
to visit at the home. The baby was 
to have been baptized this morning 
at the Catholic Church in town, and 
when the mother went in to tell the 
priest that the baby had died , he 
insisted that she bring the baby in 
for baptizing then even though it 
was dead . We went into the house 
where the body was laid on a pillow 
on the kitchen table with four 
candles flaming up on the four 
corners of the cloth-covered table. 
S·everal women were sitting around 
the room silently watching us. The 
baby was dressed in its white bap
tism clothes with its tiny hands held 
in the clasped prayer position tied 
with a white ribbon . There was a 
white veil over the body to keep off 
the flies and other insects. The body 
was a blue-gray. The burial would 
be this afternoon . Frank said a 
prayer with some of us and the 
mother up by the table, and we 
left. 

Next we went up the road to a 
young girl who used to work for 
the Mission. She has a nine-day-old 
boy to go with her one-year-old girl. 
She is not married, has not come to 
church since she joined last year, 
has not had her daughter baptized 
yet, and so far has no plans to 
marry the father of the children. She 
lives in the same stick and thatch 
house with her foster parents, and 
the babies' father comes and goes, 
not staying there all the time. She 
told me she is going to stop having 
babies now that she has one of 
each , and will get a device for birth 
control next month . Her mother 
gave us some creole bread she had 
just made and a hicama, an apple
turnip-like fruit. 

Home by 1 p .m. for dinner, then 
Frank wrote letters while I napped . 

A college teacher came over for 
the key to the staff room, then came 
back over again to use the bath-

room . . . just like any ordinary 
school day. 

A 7 p .m. service in the mission 
school here in Corozal Town tonight 
with Holy Communion. Frank was 
asked to have a short memorial 
service for a man for whom he had 
held a funeral two weeks ago . . . 
sort of a mass. So the family was 
there even if they are Catholic, and 
we had prayers for the family of 
the deceased . Only 10 persons took 
Communion , and there were a lot 
of noisy children and youth in the 
back of the church. At times they 
could be heard above the minister' s 
words. 

One of our members lost her 
fiance in an auto accident this week ; 
her father has been ill ; the Women's 
League ladies are trying to plan an 
excursion for our holiday on 10th of 
March ; and no church officers were 
in church tonight to assist or sup
port the service. 

After popcorn , Pepsis and a game 
of cribbage, this day is over. A day 
that began with joy and happiness 
shining in the faces of little children; 
then the teen-age tragedy of an un
wanted pregnancy and the possibility 
of making the wrong decisions that 
will affect not only the unborn child 
but the lives of the youthful pareQts 
and all concerned. The sadness in 
the death of an infant who hasn't 
yet tasted the joy of life, and the 
desolate look in the eyes of the 
young mother as she views the 
body of her firstborn , dead on the 
kitchen tabl e. And just a few houses 
away the qu iet happiness of a young 
unmarried mother in the birth of 
her healthy son , and her plans for 
family planning, and a new stick and 
thatch house on a corner of her 
parents' property. The feeling of 
gratitude in receiving some foods 
gladly shared by church fo lk. The 
arrogant, casual way the teacher 
asked for the keys and use of the 
bathroom on a quiet Sunday after
noon . The uplifting experience of 
taking Holy Communion along with 
the sadness reflected by the family 
of the recently deceased husband 
and father, and the irrevere nt noise 
of the children in the service. 
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In sympathy, with concern and in 
frustration the events of this day 
come to an end . 

Frank and Wi n Anderson 

Fra nk and Win Anderson are com
pleting their third year as United Meth
odist missionaries in Belize, former ly 
known as British Honduras. This is a 
new mission area for the United Meth
odist Church, although work has been 
carried on for years under the British 
Methodis t Church. It is now part of the 
Me thodis t Church of the Ca ribbean. 

IR&EITlll 
As a member of the La Aurora 

publishing staff, I assist in the selec
tion of new books to be publi shed, 
but my major responsibility is to 
promote these publications at inter
denominational conferences and in 
the loca l churches. This promotional 
and public relation s work is done 
main ly in the Methodist Church ; 
however, as t ime perm its I will be 
visiting and working among other 
denominations as well. La Aurora is 

Eldon Nolte loading books into his 
station wagon for a trip. 

80% supported by the Methodist 
Church. The Disciples of Christ, the 
M ennonites, the Lutherans and the 
Waldensians also support La Aurora . 

I go to the La Aurora editorial 
office on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. The other days of the week 
are spent working at home, visiting 
churches on weekends, or attending 
conferences. I usually travel by train 
and subway to the office, which is 
bo th economical and fast. The office 
is located about an hour from our 
home on the other side of the city. 

In each local church I present a 
message on " The Ministry of Chris
tian Literature" , pointing out the 
value and usefulness of it in our lives 
and in the work of the church . I 
have prepared a questionaire for use 
as a basis of discussion, and for the 
purpose of gaining an insight into 
the way the lay people regard Chris
tian literature as a means of pro
claiming the gospel. 

Taking enough books along with 
me to make an attractive display, the 
books are thus made available for 
purchase following the services. La 
Aurora has about 175 different titles 
to offer the church at the present 
time. Plans are to publish 40 new 
titles per year. Our most popular 
publica tion has been the William 
Barclay New Testament Commentary 
in 16 volumes. 

La Aurora takes very seriously the 
importance of Christian literature 
because 85 % of the Latin Americans 
who come to know Christ are con
verted through this means of pro
claiming the gospel. 

The Methodist Printing Press 
(Methopress), which was founded in 
1888 in Buenos Aires, is now being 
managed by Eduardo Gattinoni , an 
active Argentine Methodist layman. 
He comes from an interesting inter
national famil y background. His fa
ther is Italian, mother is British, 
father-in-law is Swiss, while he was 
born in Uruguay. 

Sr. Gattinoni and his Argentine 
wife have three children : a daughter 
who is a pastor's wife in Mar del 
Plata, Argentina, a son who lives in 
Spain and another son who is study
ing for the ministry in Buenos Aires. 

Eduardo comes from a Protestant 
family which has played an impor
tant role in the life of the Argentine 
Methodist Church. His father was 
the first national bishop of the 
Church. His eldest brother, Carlos 
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Gattinoni , is presently serving as 
bishop. 

Before coming to Methopress as 
manager, Eduardo was employed as 
manager of a large manufacturing 
concern which produced heavy ma
chines. During this period he was 
primarily interested in earning a 
good salary and other financial bene
fits . However, in 1953 he came to 
realize that there was something 
lacking in his Christian life. He felt 
that there should be more to life 
than being only concerned for one's 
own financial and material status. 

He prayed earnestly about this, 
becoming convinced that he needed 
to dedicate his life more fully to 
Christ and His Church . At the re
quest of the bishop he soon became 
manager of Methopress so he could 
serve the Church full time. 

In 1953, Methopress was a very 
small operation. A new location and 
building were soon found and pur
chased. Fifty-thousand dollars was 
granted by the Board of Global Min
istries toward the purchase of this 
property. By 1960, Methopress be
came self-supporting, by 1962 it was 
able to help finance Christian litera
ture for the church and by 1965 
more new machinery was purchased . 

Sr. Gattinoni 's top priority is to 
purchase more modern equipment 
which will increase the quantity and 
improve the quality of production . 
There is need for a two-color offset 
press which will produce four times 
as much and as fast as the present 
offset presses. This new machine will 
print 7,000 she·~ts of paper (26"x40" ) 
per hour, and will cost $150,000 to · 
buy if new, or $40,000 for a used 
one. 

Fifty percent of Methopress pro
duction is literature for the church 
and 50% for commercial printing. 
Printing is done for various denomi
nations in addition to the Methodist 
Church . The Bible Society of Argen
tina is having Methopress print 
150,000 New Testaments and 130,-
000 primers. 

Methopress prints and helps fi
nance all the books being published 
by La Aurora . These two organiza
tions have their offices in the same 
building. La Aurora employs 15 per
sons and Methopress 66. The print
ers work in three shifts of eight 
hours each, earning 80¢ per hour. 

Eldon and Beverly Nolte 

They are UM missionaries in Argentina. 
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T\ TIETH- E TURY PERSPEC-
TIVE , ( olume 4 of History of M eth
odist Missions), by J. Tremayne 

opplestone. New York, 1974: Board 
of Global finistries of the United 
Methodi t Church; 1267 pages, 

12.50. 

If the real value of writing and read
ing history i not in the "story" itself 
a much as in helping people and or
ganization and nations to avoid the 
mi take of the pa t and to profit from 
the real uccesses of their predecessors, 
th n there is much to be gained by 
mis ionarie , mission execu tives, and all 
church people from careful tudy of 
this monumental olume of the las t half 
century of the overseas activities of 
the (former) 1ethodist Episcopal 

hur h. 
Dr. Copplestone, scholar, historian , 

and re ear her, spent thirteen years in 
painstaking research into thousands of 
report and 1 tter from new and from 
xp ri need missionaries of that period. 

Pie ing together the sometimes conff i t
ing tories and interpretation of the 
same vent as seen by per ons of dif
feri ng ideologies , epara ting speculation 
from fa t, plans from actual achieve
ment, and weighing re ults as seen in 
later years, the author of this olume 
has given u a missionary manual of 
what to do and what not to do in ad-
ancing th Kingdom of God in countr ies 

ha icall y labelled non-Christian . One is 
continuall y impressed ' ith the fac t that 
"good new " and "bad news"-what wa 
th right thing to do and what was the 
erron ous over the years-has b en 
presented "as it was"- but impa ion d
ly and under tandingly. 

Dr. opple tone's ma ive volume 
continues the three-volume history of 
mis ionary ac ti vi tie of the fothodist 
Epi cop< 1 hurch from 1 45 to 1895 
produced a decade or more ago by the 
late Dr. \ ade rawford Barclay. The 
new volume i in four parts. Part I 
begin in 1 9G with the to1y of Bishop 
Hartzell 's uppre ion of the mis ion 
stations whi h had been started in the 
Republic of Lib ria by Bishop Taylor 
and alma t ntirel upported by Taylor 
and hi ~ friend without much aid from 
th hurch' mi. sionary agency. It covers 
th new Bishop's problems in "regulariz
ing" the Liberia work under the 1eth-

od i t Missionary Society of that day; the 
while he was planning to ext nd mission 
work into Rhodesia, Madeira , orth 
Africa, and the Belgian Congo-all with 
only a handful of lay and generally un
trained but eager missionaries. It con
tinues to recount why and how new 
miss ions were established in Java, Suma
tra, Borneo and elsewhere in the then 
Netherlands Indies-some of which were 
later abandoned ; "following the flag" 
into the Philippines on the heels of mili
tary occupation ; establishment of evan
gelism and schools (but few continu ing 
churches) in Panama, Costa Rica , 
Bolivia, and Ecuador; and some attempts 
to extend Methodism into France, Aus
tria, and Hungary. 

Part II carries forward Dr. Barclay's 
stories of successes and withdrawals from 
service in some of the areas entered 
before 1896. These include "missionary 
occupations," with few missionaries, in 
Switzerland, Gennany, Finland, Russia, 
Denmark, Sweden, and orway-mostly 
by 1ethodist lay people, converts in 
American parishes, returning to their 
homelands and foundin g churches that 
provided "a Methodist witness" where 
only state-controlled chur hes existed. 
Also there are vivid accounts of the 
problems that arose across the world 
during and after World War I : Meth
odi t vs . Catholic conflict in Italy; the 
ups and downs , the successes and failures 
of Methodism in Liberi a; the problems 
of missionaries in dealing with the 
Portuguese government and the state
supported churches in Angola and 
1ozambique; the problems faced by 

strong schools but weak churches in 
South America; the Method ist Church 
and the government take-over of in
sti h1tions in Mexico ; the Boxer and 
other uprisings in China, with attend
ing loss to the Christian cause from 
atrocitie of foreign troops ("Christians" ) 
call d in to protect missionaries and 
their institutions; of the Church and 
the people in "captive Korea" and in 
militarily-controlled Japan; the upsurge 
of the "mass movement" in India , and 
the failure of the Christian forces to 
properly train the seekers in the faith; 
the peaceful struggle of India for free
dom from England-and the failure of 
the missionary forces to support the 
Indian goals. Each of these sihiations 
i skillfully portrayed by Dr. Copple
stone from the accumulated correspon
dence between ew York and "the field ." 

Part III is devoted to "The American 
Field-1 96 to 1919"-popularly known 
as "home miss ions", "domestic missions", 
or "national missions." This chapter con
tinue for 23 years the story of the 
undertakings on American soil of the 
l\li sionary ociety of the 1ethodist 
Episcopal Church-the forerunner of 
the Board of Home Mi sions and the 
Board of Church Extension. It was dur-

ing th is period that the Church organ
ized "domestic mission work" in Alas
ka, Puerto Rico, and Hawaii. This work 
has since grown into three annual con
fe rences. While most of the "national 
mission" ministries were carried on with
in the annual conference across the 
nation , their extensive services are con
tained in the annual conference journals 
(not reported in this study) , but there 
were also church-wide ministries in such 
fields and departments as : Bilingual 
Ministries, City Work, Rural Work, 
Goodwill Industries, egro Work, Indian 
Affai rs, Church Architecture, Frontier 
Ministry, and other . 

Part IV returns to the overseas mis
sion of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
- "Growth and Adjustment, 1920-1939." 
This is the period between the two 
World Wars, including the ambitions, 
hopes and decline of the Centenary 
Movement in Methodism, the Inter
church Movement for all Protestantism, 
the Great Depression, and the beginnings 
of some colonial areas of Africa and 
Asia seeking freedom from white gov
ernments' control and an accompanying 
movement of some Methodist churches 
over eas from American ecclesiastical 
control. 

Other chapters include the problems 
of the missionaries and the churches in 
Europe--especially in Germany, Aus
tria, the Balkan states, Finland ; these 
were related to political and social prob
lems that were leading up to World 
War II and enmeshed all churches
especially those like Methodism that 
were accused of having "foreign con
nections." There ate also enlightening 
chapters on the problems of Methodist 
churches in Spain, in Italy, in Bolivia, in 
Central America during this period : 
church and political problems that have 
probably never before been written in 
historical context and perspective. Also 
the Jeriod's developments in religious
political conflict in China, in India, in 
Japan, in Korea, and in the Philippines 
- and their effect upon Methodist mis
sionary activities in these lands- are set 
forth in considerable detail , most of 
them from the witness of missionaries 
who wen t through the experiences. 

Dr. Copplestone's analysis and por
trayal of the missionary overseas work 
of the Methodist Church in these years 
stands as a monumental study perhaps 
unequalled in accounts of ecclesiastical 
and church-state relationships. 

w. w. REID 

GOD IN AFRICA: CO CEPTIONS 
OF GOD IN AFRICAN TRADI
TIONAL RELIGION AND CHRIS
TIANITY, by Malcolm J. McVeigh. 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, and Hart
ford, Vermont, 1974: Claude Stark, 
Inc., 235 pages, $8.00. 

Recent discussions on Christian mis-
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sion have raised with new urgency the 
question of the relationship of Christian 
faith to other religions. Some have as 
sumed uncritically that Christian faith 
as seen through Western eyes should 
displace any other religious faith . Others 
have easily concluded that since all 
religions perceive some truth any ex
plicit call for conversion to Christian 
profession and discipleship is inappro
priate. 

Malcolm McVeigh, a United Meth
odist missionary in Kenya, has contrib
uted a case study in the interaction of 
Christian faith with the traditional re
ligions of Africa which focuses some of 
the questions in this mission debate. 

This book is based on a doctoral dis
sertation and still bears the marks of 
dissertation form and outline. We hope 
that this fo1m will not deter prospective 
readers. The study focuses upon the 
understanding of traditional religions of 
Africa in the writing of Edwin William 
Smith, a Primitive Methodist missionary 
in South Africa and Zambia in the open
ing years of this century. 

McVeigh isolates basic questions about 
God: Is God a person? Is God one? 
Does God love man? Does God reveal 
Himself? Does God require righteous
ness? Is God worshipped? 

In response to each one of these 
questions, McVeigh cites the pertinent 
themes of African Traditional Religion 
as isolated in the scholarly writings of 
Edwin Smith. The author is sufficiently 
familiar with African religions, however, 
to make this more than a dry recital of 
abstract ideas. He weaves in relevant 
stories, myths, and incidents to give the 
reader a feel for African religions. 

A second portion of each of the 
chapters seeks to address these ques
tions through Christian perspectives. 

Throughout the book the treatment of 
African religions is appreciative and 
sensitive. At several points he seeks to 
correct the rather cavalier and unflatter
ing comparisons which Christians have 
at times made between Christian faith 
and the Traditional Religions of Afrira. 
At other points he suggests points upon 
which Christian faith should build in 
order to make the meaning of the Gospel 
clear. For example, McVeigh suggests 
that the widespread consciousness of the 
presence of ancestors could be utilized 
in teaching the meaning of the Com
munion of the Saints. 

Two concluding chapters provide Mc
Veigh with an opportunity to look criti
cally at the approach toward African 
Traditional Religions taken by Edwin 
Smith, the subject of the study. He ques
tions Smith's bias toward an evolutionary 
view of religion together with the as
sumption of a continuous line of de
velopment from the lower to the higher 
religions. 

McVeigh finds little in Smith's writings 

that would indicate whether "fulfillment" 
means that Christian faith displa es other 
religions or that it simply answers the 
most profound questions raised by those 
religions . For the author's part, he clear
ly holds that there are both continuities 
and discontinuities between African 
religions and Christian faith . The most 
basic point of contact which he presents 
between the two is the central problem: 
Why did God go away? He cites a num
ber of African stories pointing to the 
departure of God. Yet he finds a vivid 
sense in African religion that God is near 
at hand. These emphases, 1cVeigh be
lieves, provide an excellen t context for 
proclamation of God's coming to human
kind in Jesus Christ. 

The author notes with disappointment 
the imported Western presuppositions 
which have inhibited proclamation of the 
Gospel. He suggests, for example, that 
the Western split between the sacred 
and the secular, the this-worldly and the 
other-worldly, is an enigma to the Afr i
can. This had led missionaries at points 
to stress the Christian faith as an an
swer to one's status in the after-life, 
whereas the primary concern for the 
African is the problem of evil and coping 
with the problems of this life. 

The book is appreciative of the 
strengths of the African Tradi tional Re
ligions while insistent upon the unique 
and healing declarations of Chris tian 
faith. At times, the reader will wish that 
the subject could be addressed directly 
ra ther than viewing it through the eyes 
of Edwin Smith. 

NEAL FISH ER 

THE BLACK EXPERIENCE IN RE
LIGION, ed. by C. Eric Lincoln, 
New York, Anchor /Doubleday Pub
lication, 1974; 354 pages, $3.95. 

This book is an addi tion to the C. 
Eric Lincoln series in Black Religion 
published by Anchor Press/ Doubleday. 
Blacks make up about 11 percent of the 
total population in America and have 
made significant contribution i11J the 
total life of its society: culture, economic 
prosperity, and politics. Much of its 
cultural expressions are pe1meated with 
their African heritage. Their religious 
behavior has been manifested in the 
forms of protests and preaching, music 
and marches, revolt and relevance, and 
violence and non-violence. The scope of 
black religious expression is so wide and 
diversified that it is hard to conceive of 
one book's touching all its aspects. 

The American religious scene is 
primarily composed of various tradi tions 
nurtured in the Anglo-Saxon cultural 
milieu, and one can eas ily notice or 
locate the elements of Irish Catholicism, 
of Scottish Presbyterianism, Wesleyan
ism (British) , and German Lutheranism. 
Unlike the white settlers, blacks who 
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came as slaves earned with them their 
African world-view. Their masters intro
duced them to Christianity and they 
accepted it, hut contrary to earlier hopes, 
Chris tianity failed to de-Afr icanize them. 
Instead, Chris tianity has been, to some 
degree, · Africanized. This Africanized 
Christian ity became an important instru
ment in their struggle for survival. Their 
determination to live decently against 
the odds of life found new expressions 
in Black Religion. Rightly understood , 
black religious experience is a revolt 
aga inst ha tred and abuse, degradation 
and rejection, and inhuman treatment. 
It is an effort to 'l ffirm their blackness 
and human ity and say boldly "I am 
somebody" or "black is beautiful". In 
other words, for the blacks, "To live" 
says Mbiti, "is to be caught up in a 
religious drama." 

Religion as man's inward journey is 
manifes ted in symbols, myths, arts, 
music and rituals. It also represents a 
sp iritual quest of a group. Black religion, 
thus, reflects the mood, mode and music 
of Black people in America, for "re
ligion derives in part from the experi
ences of the people who confess it". 

At a time when Americans are pre
paring fo r their nation's bicentennial 
celebrations, the book is a thoughtful 
presentation. It would help not only 
blacks who need to learn about their 
past heri tage, but also whites and others 
who are ignorant of their struggles and 
need to recognize and value the wealth 
hidden in the religious experience of 
their black fellow countryman. It is 
high time that Blackness is recognised , 
respected and accepted as part of Ameri
can history and way of life. As an Indian 
Christian, I have benefitted by the book 
in correcting erroneous and distorted 
images ar.d informations about blacks 
in America. It is hoped the book will 
provide a reasonable forum both out
side and inside churches in understand
ing the why and the what of black 
religious experience in America. 

S ATISH c. CYAN 

THE PASSENGER, directed by 
Michelangelo Antonioni, is the kind of 
movie that irks many viewers. It's a 
mystery that remains enigmatic to the 
end. It's a romance, but we know so 
littl e about the characters that they fail 
to move us. It's primarily a story about 
alienation and identity, themes articu
lated with a minimum of dialogue, with 
a terseness that sometimes borders on 
the pretentious. 

Yet I found The Passenger engrossing 
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and rewarding•for at least three reasons: 
the questions it poses, the photography, 
and the acting of Jack Nicholson. 

Nicholson plays David Locke, a bored 
TV journalist who seizes the opportunity 
to start anew when an acquaintance of 
his suddenly dies in a town in the 
Sahara . With the dead man's papers and 
li ttle black book in hand, Locke sets 
out on a journey to Germany and Spain 
to keep the dead man's appointments 
and discover h is own identi ty and a pur
pose in life. 

Along the way he meets an arch itec
tu re student, gracefully played by Maria 
Schneider, who becomes an obliging, 
compassionate companion. 

There is irony and humor in An
tonioni's obse1vations about Locke. 
Locke and his wife apparently had a 
ho-hum marr iage. Yet when Locke 
"dies," his wife becomes more interested 
in findin g out what he was all about 
than she ever was when he was al ive. 

Early in the movie, while Locke is 
searching for a band of African guerril
las in the Sahara, his jeep bogs down in 
the sand . Locke looks expectantly at a 
camel driver approaching in the dis
tance, the only fi gure visible on the 
landscape. W hen the camel driver 
reaches h im, he passes by without a 
word or a nod . 

Later Locke interviews the president 
of the unidentified Afri can country in 
the Sahara region. Locke, who prides 
himself on being an objective reporter, 
refrains from asking the pertinent, prob
ing q uestions that would reveal the 
leader's self-serving domestic policies . 

When Locke swaps identi ties, he un
wittingly trades in-at least superficial
ly-the detached observer Locke for 
Robertson's committed activis t, a gun
runn er for the African guerrillas . 

Much of the impact of the fi lm is 
visual. The vast Sahara and another 
shot of a sun-drenched , seemingly de
serted Spanish town are metaphors for 
Locke's emptiness and isolation. At the 
end of the fil m, in a lyrical, stunning 
sequence, we look out through the ba rs 
of a hotel window, a self-imposed prison, 
and see the activities of life and the 
dus t of a plaza . 

Is man capable of change? W hat 
must he do to make life meaningful? 
Antonioni never full y answers these 
questions, but he p rovides enough re
flections on them to satisfy the viewer 
and satisfy richly. Rated PG. 

E.C. 

Dr. Neal Fisher is Planning Director of 
the National Division of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
and was also one of the eighteen the
ologians who signed the Hartford Ap
peal for Theological Affirmation. . . . 
Rev. Satish Cyan is a Methodist from 
India who has been a Missionary to the 
U.S., specifically the South Indiana and 
Kentucky conferences . ... W . W. Reid 
is a veteran religious iourna1ist. 
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PROGRESS OF ECUMEN ISM 
Thank you for printing and Tracy Early's 

writing the excellent article "Crowing Toward 
Unity in Poughkeep ie" in the May issue of 
the New World Outlook. 

Having served as the Distr ict Superintendent 
of the former Poughkeepsie District of the ew 
York Annual Conference I rejoiced in the very 
evident progress in ecumenical action among 
the churches involved and their forward look
ing laypersons. 

However, I believe the article and the cause 
of COCU (Consultation on Church Union ) 
would have been more effective if the author 
had included an explanatory paragraph of what 
exactly is meant by the phrase "generat in g 
communities" in every-day language. The aver
age person reading the otherwise well-written 
art icle will not gain the maximum impact of 
what is involved without furth er definition of 
that "jargon" tem1. 

Let us pray that this experience so well 
begun in Poughkeepsie and elsewhere will 
minister to many another city across our nation 
in the name of our Lord Christ. 

( Rev.) KENNETH E. HOOVER 
Bullhead City, Ari zona 

RELIEF REPORTS DISTURBING 
I was disturbed by the report in the May 

issue concerning Catholic Relief Services and 
World Vision International in Cambodia. The 
way your report is phrased, you are merely 
quoting Mr. Nakajima. I presume he is a 
responsible person, but I wonder if you have 
verified his allegations. The quote attributed 
to Mr. Harris seems to me very un likely unless 
a larger context would explain it . I would be 
interested in receiving any further information 
about th is that you may have. 

( REv.) RICHARD C. RowE 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

(see story on page 50.- Ed.) 

A GREAT HELP 
Would you please send me an Index for 

1974? Also, if you have some indexes from 
1972 and 1973, I would like to have one of 
each. 

Thank you very much . The magazine is a 
great help. A number of times recently I have 
tu rned to articles in it ' ""hen people have ex
pressed doubt that our church is doing any
thing to help meet various needs in the world . 

MRs. MARJORIE RUMMEL 
Li ma, Ohio 

ALASKA'S DIFFERENT STYLE 
I was thrilled to open my copy of the May 

issue of N ew World Outlook yesterday and find 
the article on Alaska and its "different style." 
I will give you a personal tes timony to the 
truth of that statement. 

I am right now in the process of preparing 
a program to present to m y circle of United 
Methodist women on the missionary among the 
Eskimoes. I was very acti ve and interested 
in missionary work whi le a member of Anchor
age, then Fairbanks First Methodist Churches. 
I also participated in the fo rmation and dedi
cation of Alaska Methodist Uni versity and it 

breaks my heart to see it close. For all of the 
difficulties it must have, I simply cannot see 
why it cannot be continued. 

I suffered through the rebuilding of Anchor
age after the earthquake and through the 
flooding of Fairbanks, which is when I had to 
return to the lower 48. 

If you have published any other material 
that you believe would be helpful to my 
project I would appreciate knowing about it. 
Also th e whole tenor of your magazine suggests 
the need fo r missionary extension. 

Thank you again fo r a very timely article. 
DOROTHY HARRELSON 
Tupelo, MS 38801 

ANTI-WAR NOT UNIQUE 
Apparently what is corruption in the U.S. 

and South Vietnamese governments is benev
olent virture in Hanoi, Peking and Moscow. 
Cri ticism agains t our own government has 
reached the point of absurdi ty. In your article 
on page 46, it is noticeable th at only "anti
war Churchmen" (frankly, I've never met any 
pro-war church people ) were involved in the 
discussion. A typical reference was made to 
the Paris accords and to the U.S. "failure" to 
implement th em. o one mentioned that orth 
Vietnam also signed the acc9rds , but never 
stopped their aggression after the U .S. kept 
its agreement to leave. 

Blame for the pli ght of the people has been 
freely placed on the U.S. and South Vietnam, 
but I heard no cry of outrage when the Com
munists tore up the villages and forced hun
dreds of thousands of people to become 
refu gees. If a Comm unist dictatorship is so 
desirable why did so many flee from it even 
long before the U.S. became involved? 

Being anti-war is not unique. Believe me, 
all of us are anti-war, but the majority of us 
also have balanced minds . In one of your 
editorials you concur with the NCC that the 
time for blame-fixing has passed, but in your 
next paragraph you continue with the same 
trite criticisms and refer to the Fullbright 
axiom of th e "arrogance of power." The press 
also demonstrates considerable "arrogance of 
power" when it presents only one viewpoint, 
usually the one it favors. 

Another of your editorials deplores the 
demise of church periodicals. Could it be that 
publishers and editors are out of sympathy 
with the wisdom of the church membership? 
Or is the membership considered too ignorant 
to be presented wi th all sides of a question and 
left to make up its own mind? 

MRS. R UTH K. S MITH 

Green Valley, Arizona 

A COZY PICTURE OF VI ETNAM 
In "What's Ahead for Vietnam?" (June is

sue ) Don Luce presents a very cozy picture of 
the future . . .. ( But) there is not a single ref
erence to Communism. Not once could I fi nd 
the word . In the recent war of " liberation" (?) 

orth Vietnam was aided and supported by the 
two great Comm uni t World Powers. The vic
tory was hailed far and wide as another in 
recent Communist "victories" . . . . Does the 
\VTiter just thi nk this is unimp01tant? Does he 
just simply wish to play down the fact by not 
mentioning it? Or does he have a "blind spot" 
with re pect to Communism? I do not share 
Mr. Luce's optimism, because the basic faith 
and philosophy of the two systems are so 
divergent. 

Edwin M. Walker 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
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MUZOREWA'S HOME ATTACKED; 
SECURITY FUND IS STARTED 

A special fund to provide security for 
the life of United Methodist Bishop 
Abel T . Muzorewa was announced in 
New York after a hand grenade attack 
on the bishop's residence in Rhodes ia. 

The attack came June 7, while the 
bishop was at a church meeting. No per
sons were hurt, but police reported that 
the bla t from "two Soviet-made gre
nades" shattered windows in the resi
dence. 

Bishop Muzorewa is spiritual leader 
of the Rhodesian church (organization
ally related to the General Conference 
of the United Methodist Church), as 
well as president of the African Nation
al Council ( ANC), the coalition of 
black nationalist groups negotiati11g 
with the Rhodesian government of 
Prime Minister Ian Smith for majority 
rule. 

Just prior to the bishop's return June 
4 to Rhodesia, 13 blacks were killed by 
police during a riot in one of Salisbury's 
townships, and there were reports of 
increasing tensions within the ANC. 

While Bishop Muzorewa was away 
from Rhodesia, he talked with leaders of 
British Commonwealth countries and 
with U.S. leaders to get support for ef
forts to bring majority rule to the rough
ly 7 million black Africans in Rhodesia. 
He also picked up from the United Na
tions the 1973 Human Rights Award. 
When the award was voted, the white 
minority Rhodesian government had re
fused Bishop Muzorewa·s reques t to visit 
the United Sta tes and receive the 
award. 

Dr. Isaac Bivens , head of the World 
Division's Africa D epartment, Board of 
Global Ministries declined to speculate 
who might have bombed the bishop's 
house, or what the effects of the attack 
might be on the ANC and its negotia
tions toward majority rule in Rhodesia. 
"Speculation in a case like this does not 
do any good," he said. "However, I 
think we do have a new factor with 
overt violence being directed against 
the bishop." 

Dr. Bivins disclosed that some con
cerned churchmen in the U.S. had been 

RNS Photo 

RHODESIAN MOVEMENTS CLASH, 13 KILLED 
Police icith dogs charge into a crowd of blacks duri11g a clash between two competing 

Rhodesian liberation 111ovcments i11 Highfield, a black township near Salisbury . Thirteen 
Africans were l;illed and 28 wounded by the police, who said tl1 ey had to open fire in 
self-defe11se as they sought to quell the violence. 

Trouble broke out as the executive _committee of the African National Council, a kind 
of "umbrella" organization for va1 ious liberation movements, convened to discuss an ·ul
timatum from Ian Smith, head of the white minority regime, on the timetable for 
negotiations between the council and the government. A large crowd reportedly gathered 
outside the meeting place. Lo11g-sta11ding tensions between members of the Zimbabwe 
African Natio11al Union and the Zimbabwe Aflican People's Union spurred violence. Riot
ing spread throughout Highfield and into adjoini11g black com11tunities. 

----------------

moving quietly before the attack to pro
vide security for Bishop Muzorewa, but 
that the appeal for security funds would 
now be a public one. "We would have 
the same concern if a bisl10p's residence 
here in the United States were bombed," 
he said, stressing that the funds would 
not be used in direct support of the 
Rhodesian liberation moven1ents. 

Needed, said Dr. Bivens, were monies 
for repair of the house, tightening securi
ty around the house, and possibly pro
viding a body guard and driver for the 
bishop. While no goal has been set for 
the fund, Dr. Bivens said "we could 

easily use $30,000-$40,000." 
Commenting on the significance of the 

attack, Dr. Bivens said, "I think the 
most important thing is that it shows us 
the bishop is in personal danger. We've 
known this for some time, and have tried 
to act in accordance with that ... 

"As this relates to the tensions and 
dynamics within the Rhodesian libera
tion movement, I think it simply says 
that when people get down to the bare 
essentials of a revolution of this propor
tion, violence is almost inherently a part 
of it." 

Dr. Bivens reported that the bishop 
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has said he i~ no "hero," but that he is 
willing "to make whatever sacrifice 
needed to bring unity" to his people. 
"H sees this as an integral part of his 
ministry," Bivens commented. "He is 
not a leader of blacks against whites in 
Rhodesia. He is attempting to maintain 
a nonviolent stance . . . in a very vio
lent situation." 

(CHARLEY LERRIGO) 

CHRISTIAN INSTITUT E ACCUSED 
OF BEING " DANGER TO STATE" 

A special commi sion of South Africa's 
parliament has accused the Christian 
Institute of Southern Africa of constitut
ing a "danger to the state" and advocat
ing violent change. 

The Christian Institute, headed by Dr. 
C. F. Beyers-Naude, is a vocal opponent 
of the apartheid (racial separation) sys
tem imposed in South Africa by a white 
minority regime. 

The government has declared the in
stitute to be an "affected organization'', 
a category provided in a 1972 law to 
clamp a lid on organizations accused of 
being under the influence of foreign 
interests that want to change South 
Africa's social system. Such organiza
tions are denied the right to receive 
funds from abroad and their activities 
are curbed. 

The long-awaited report was placed 
before parliament by Prime Minister B. 
J. Vorster and signed by all 10 members 
of the commission, including three rep
resentatives of the opposition United 
Party, considered more moderate than 
the rnling Nationalist Party. 

According to the document, the 
Christian Inst itute promotes the aims of 
the ·world Council of Churches, which 
is accused by the commission of sup
porting violent action against South 
Africa in the form of assistance to "ter
roris ts". 

That reference is to grants for human
itarian purposes made by the World 
Council's Program to Combat Racism 
to black "liberation movements" in 
southern Africa. The Vorster government 
has long accused the wee of advocating 
violence. 

The Christian Institute was one of 
several South African organizations in
vestigated by the controversial Le 
Grange Commission over a number of 
years. It was originally called the Schle
busch Commission. 

Dr. Beyers-Naude, director of the in
stitute, refused to cooperate with the 
comm1ss1on. His failure to answer a 
summons to testify led to sti ll pending 
legal action against him. 

According to the report, Dr. Beyers-

Naude and Pro Veritate, the institute's 
journal, try to create the impression they 
oppose revolutionary or violent action 
by victims of "so-called oppressive and 
humiliating policies of the government." 

The report also said the Le Grange 
commissioners would have liked to hear 
Dr. Beyers-Naude in person. Since he 
refused to testify, it added, they had 
to "test" the sincerity of the institute s 
public assertions on non-violence against 
the contents of its publications. 

The board of managers of the Chris
tian Institute anticipated that the opin
ion of the Le Grange ommission would 
go against them. The 15-year-old insti
tute and its staff have been "repeatedly 
attacked and smeared." Dr. Beyers
Naude said in a February letter describ
ing the managers' efforts to prepare for 
the report. 

A basic plank in the institute's plat
form is that apar theid is morally and 
politically wrong. Under the system, a 
white minority makes virtually all the 
rules for a large black population and 
smaller groups of Coloured and As ian 
citizens. 

The government does not appreciate 
criticism, and often places those who 
speak against apartheid under "ban", a 
kind of house arrest which effectively 
silences critics. 

WESLEY S CHAPEL 
TO BE RESTORED 

(RNS) 

·work on restoration of historic Wes
ley's Chapel in London is expected to 
begin immediately, according to word 
received by World Methodist Council 
and United Methodist officials. 

In a letter to the committee which is 
trying to raise funds in the U.S. to assist 
in the project, the Rev. Lee F. Tuttle 
said that the General Purposes Commit
tee of the British church had confirmed 
the decision to begin the work and that 
no further approval is necessary. Dr. 
Tuttle is general secretary of the World 
1ethodist Council. 

Th is same word has been brought 
from England by the Rev. Curtis A. 
Chambers, executive secretary of 
United Methodist Communications, who 
had conferences with the Rev. Allen 
Birtwhistle, pastor of the church, and 
other British officials while in England 
in late May. 

The historic church in London's City 
Road, built almost two centuries ago, 
has been closed for some time by the 
government because of its uusafe condi
tion. 

Restoration is expected to cost about 
$1,800,000. The U.S. goal is $875,000. 

To date only about $600,000 has come 
in, including some $200,000 from the 
U.S., and British officials have seriously 
considered tearing the church down, 
selling some of the property, and re
forbishing the adjacent Wesley home 
which is now a museum. 

However, a number of problems were 
discovered that made the demolition a 
major problem. Included were the cost, 
and the fact that the building is recog
nized by the government as a historical 
site and governmental approval would 
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be needed to tear it down. 
Dr. Tuttle and Dr. Chambers said the 

restoration would proceed on a pay-as
you-go basis as funds become available. 
It is hoped that the work can be com
pleted in time to reopen the chapel 
Nov. 1, 1978, exactly 20 years after 
Wesley originally opened it. ( UMC ) 

DROUGHT VICTIMS IN ETHIOPIA 
ARE REUNITED WITH FAMILIES 

An interreligious Ethiopian relief 
agency has launched a problem de
signed to reunite children lost in the 
flight from famine areas with their par
ents or nearest surviving relatives. 

The Christian Relief and Develop
ment Association of Addis Ababa, whose 
predecessor agency founded in 1973 had 
engaged in emergency relief measures, 
will concentrate on long term projects. 
The reuniting of families is one of the 
most urgent needs. 

During the height of . the drought
induced famine, many children were 
housed in camps in which international 
organizations in cooperation with local 
institutions undertook the feeding of 
starving people. A pilot project a year 
ago found that of 1,455 stray children 
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THIRD WORLD MISSIONARY 
Faculty and student body at Trinity 

Theological College in Singapore pose for 
a formal photograph. Outgoing principal 
Rev. George Wang and his wife, far left , 
are currently serving for a year as Third 
World Persons in Mission in the North In
diana Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. New Trinity principal is the Rev. 
Stephen Tan, third from left. See the story 
on Trinity, "Seminary at the Crossroads," 
in this issue. 

registered in one district, 350 had no 
close relatives left. 

An experimental program for locating 
homes for lost children in July last year 
in the hard-hit province of Wollo suc
ceeded after only a few weeks in plac
ing 120 of these children with 103 
families. 

Chairman of the Christian Relief and 
Development Association is Berhe 
Beyene, finance director of the Evan
gelical Mekane Yesus Church. Deputy 
chairman is a Roman Catholic priest, 
Father Kevin Doheny. The children's 
project, already involving every camp 
for victims of the famine, is directed by 
Girmay Berhie, a young Ethiopian 
sociology student who coordinates the 
efforts of 13 other students, and a 
Roman Catholic nun, Sister Mary Mans
field of Kansas City. 

Most orphaned children are found in 
the provinces of W ollo and Tigre. In 
Wollo alone 200,000 people starved to 
death at the height of the drought. 

The Christian Relief and Develop
ment Association works in close coopera
tion with the Ethiopian Government. 
Children are entering orphanages only 
after an exhaustive search process in 
districts and villages concerned finds no 
surviving relatives. 

One of the long range goals of the 
CRDA is the formation of rural coopera
tive societies to promote and strengthen 
community and family life. Develop
ment projects should be based on re-
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united, self-supporting and extended 
family structures and will include the 
building of schools, medical care sta
tions, and improved water supplies, 
CRDA leaders have stated. 

(EPS) 

wee DELEGATION TO s. KOREA 
DEPLORES ATTACKS ON CHURCH 

A four-member World Council of 
Churches' delegation completed a four
day visit to South Korea June 2 and 
expressed their deep concern over grow
ing government attacks on churches and 
church leaders. 

The visit was undertaken in response 
to concerns expressed by the WCC Cen
tral Committee meeting in West Berlin 
last August and responded also to an 
invitation from the Korean National 
Christian Council. Team members said 
it was in the nature of pastoral care. 

The delegation consisted of Dr. Wil
liam P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA and 
president of the World Alliance of Re
formed Chmches; Dr. Richard von 
Weizsacker, Bonn, member of the Coun
cil of the Evangelical Church in Ger
many and deputy in the Bundestag for 
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the Chri tian Democratic Union party; 
and G neral • ( ret.) Simatupang, Dja
karta, pr sident of the Council of 

hur hes of Indonesia and chairman of 
th Christian Conference of Asia, and 

r. Leopoldo Niilus, Geneva, director 
of the W CC's Commission of the 

hurches on International Affairs. 
Team members said national security 

was "a paramount concern of the fierce
ly anti - ommunist South Korean people." 

"Security is a perfectly legitimate 
concern of any self-determining people," 
said Dr. Niilus, "but we heard many 
voices saying that a strong, fre and 
democratic nation is ultimately the best 
security." 

One of these voices was opposition 
1 ader Kim Dae Jung who told the team : 
"The Korean people insist on democracy 
and social justice, and we insi t that 
restoration of these will be the only 
lasting safeguard of our national secur
ity." 

ALASKA METHODIST UNIV. 
GETS NEW LEASE ON LIFE 

(EPS ) 

Alaska Methodist University is "alive 
and well," the school's acting president 
Robert K. Dellenbach told United Meth
odist Communications following final 
approval of two bills by the Alaska State 
Legislature May 31. "We're here to stay 
until Alaska turns into a desert," he de
clared . 

While the future of AMU is far from 
certain , the school does have a new two
year lease on life because of a $2.3 mil
lion lease-option agreement approved by 
the legislature and a companion bill 
which raises tuition assistance for AMU 
students. The legislature turned down 
a propo al to purchase AMU and com
bine it with the neighboring University 
of Alaska campus which was built in 
Anchorage after AMU was founded in 
1959. 

The tuition bill alone is critically sig
nificant since students can now attend 
AMU for the same $300 it costs to at
tend the University of Alaska in Anchor
age. Previously, tuition assistance from 
the State to AMU students was $1,400 
while tuition and fees totaled $2,150. 
The new bill raised the assistance from 
$1,400 to $1,850. 

In its companion bill, the legislature 
agreed to take a two-year option on 
AMU buildings and land. If after two 
years the school has recovered and de
veloped a viable program, it is expected 
that the $2.3 million will be considered 
a gift to the school. If not, the amount 
could be deducted from a sale price. 

A search committee of the Board of 

Trustees is seeking a new pres ident fo r 
the school. Serving as acting president 
since May, Mr. Dellenbach was fo rmerly 
vice president for development. 

The financiall y ailing school was able 
to graduate its larges t cl ass this year but 
not before the Un ited Methodist Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry 
loaned it $96,000 to meet its May pay
roll r sponsibilities. 

What's next for the school? Mr. Del
lenbach said the faculty, administration, 
and trustees will begin a vigorous pro
gram of "redefinition" and "reexamina
tion" before the beginning of the next 
academic year. "We're going to try to 
keep this a private institution forever," 
he exclaimed. 

He also said the largest student re
cruitment drive in the history of the 
school will begin soon. Jn addition to 
Alaskans, he expressed hope that some 
students from the lower states might 
consider AM U and that churches might 
consider helping their students attend 
AMU. He also stressed the need for fi 
nancial support from the church . AMU 
is an approved "advance special" of the 
denomination, a designafion which 
means it has been authorized to receive 
voluntary gifts from local churches. 

( UMC ) 

FILIPINO BARRED EXIT VISA 
TO ATTEND DISCIPLES MEETING 

A scheduled speaker from the Philip
pines was unable to appear at a consul
tation on Asian-American relationships 
in Indianapolis because of his govern
ment's refusal to sanction the trip. 

Attorney Jovito R. Salonga, a former 
member of the Filipino senate, cabled 
two days before the opening of the 
three-day program sponsored by the 
Christian Chttrch (Disciples of Christ ) 
to say that he could not come "due to 
the continued fa ilure to act on my re
ques t for an exit permit." 

He was to have appeared on the pro
gram together wi th Alfred Jenkins, a 
China specialist who formerly served 
with the U.S . State Deparhnent. In
stead, fr. Jenkins took the podium 
alone to speak on new perspectives in 
Asian-American relations. 

Dr. Robert A. Thomas, president of 
the Disciples' Division of Overseas Min
istries, told 150 people gathered for the 
consultation at the Church's general 
offices that the absence of Mr. Salonga 
and three other Filipinos who had 
planned to take part was evidence of 
the kind of world in which Christians 
lived. 

Last year, two Disciples' missionaries, 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wilson of Tallahassee, 

Fla., were arrested along with Filipino 
Christians and held ten clays. The vVi l
so11s were later deported. 

At the Disciples' General Assembly 
in San Antonio later this Summer, a 
resolu tion dPploring violat ions of hu
man rights in the Phi lipp ines will be 
submitte<l to delega tes. 

MOST OF WORLD'S CHRISTIANS 
WILL BE WHERE " HEATHEN" WERE 

The outgoing p resident of the three
year-o ld i11 terreligious American Society 
of Missiology said in Dubuque, Iowa, 
he fo resees a time when the majori ty of 
the world's Chris ti ans will be in what 
were once the '1wathen" areas of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America and will re
vitalize the miss ionary thrust of Chris
tianity. 

Dr. Gerald Anderson, a fo rmer United 
Methodist miss ionary in the Philippines 
fo r 10 years and now associate director 
of the Overseas Ministries Study Cen
ter, Ventnor, N.J. , observed a "new vi
tality" in the Third World churches that 
comes simultaneously with dedines in 
E uropean and orth American churches. 

The traditional centers of C hristian 
outreach and action "are becoming in
creasingly static, domesticated, experi
encing a loss of spiritual nerve and a 
crisis of fa ith, and, to some extent, a 
corruption of the Gospel." 

Dr. Anderson, speaking at the missi
ology soci ty's annual meeting at Aqui
nas Institute in Dubuque, said he 
foresees a time when the majority of 
Christians will be found in the Third 
World, those areas which were once the 
object of Christian missionary activity. 

In the fut ure, he expects the flow of 
missionary influence to reverse through 
"an interchange, cross-fert ilization of 
Christian experience, giving it a global 
perspective." 

By the 1980s, he added, a new era 
of cooperation between the West and 
the Third World ' vill begin. 

Father Robert V. 1onticello, associate 
general secretary of the U.S. Catholic 
Conference, Washington, D.C., told the 
missiology gathering of ecumencial lead
ers, scrip ture scholars and seminary pro
fessors that the "form and style of 
Christian mission in today's world are 
being vigorously tested." 

The old concepts of "pagan and 
heatheu" have been discarded and the 
religions of the T hird World-Hindu
i m, Islam, Buddhism and others- are 
being assessed in light of their strivings 
"to answer the res tless sea1chings of the 
human heart." 

T he priest noted that today the Catho
lic Church, for instance, "rejects noth-
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ing. which is true and holy in these 
religions." 

Having been, stripped of their "old 
weapon" against unbelievers-"the 
threat of eternal damnation" -the only 
authentic instrument for missionary out
reach is the "ancient and primitive one 
prescribed by Jesus: "Do the Good 
News," Father Monticello said. 

The USCC official said that in recent 
years the world has begun to acknowl
edge that the Third World has been the 
victim of injustices incorporated into the 
social economic and political systems 
which affect their lives and over which 
they have little control. He added that 
the U.S. plays a critical part in this situ
ation. 

While stressing that the U.S. espouses 
concepts of individual worth and social 
justice, the priest said "American policy 
is often an obstacle to the just develop
ment of Third World nations through its 
support of multi-national corporations." 

Noting signs of change, however, 
Father Monticello said "the emergence 
of leaders in the Third World, including 
many Church people, is an exciting and 
encouraging phenomenon." 

He said he believed, however, that "it 
is not enough for us merely to be im
pressed. The Church, especially the 
American Church, must continue to de
velop global-oriented social conscious
ness." 

"Christian involvement in this process 
of social change is an urgent matter," 
he continued. "The fact that Christian 
contributions to humanity's civilizing 
process as viewed by the populations of 
most of the world which are not Chris
tian are meager, must give us serious 
cause for reflection." 

"As American Christians,'' he said, 
"we cannot avoid or ignore the central 
role the United States plays in world 
affairs." 

Father Louis Luzbetak, S.V.D., who 
heads Divine Word College, Epworth, 
Iowa, and is the newly-elected president 
of the missiology society, told the gath
ering, "There is going to be a new 
missionary era" marked by "mutual en
richment and partnership." 

"You've got an older and younger 
brother working together-the older 
and younger Church," he said. ( RNS) 

CONTROVERSY OVE.R C.l.A. 
AFFECTS MISSIONARY WORK 

U.S. intelligence activities overseas 
are drawing the attention and criticism 
of Churches and religious agencies as a 
result of reports that such operations 
may be affecting the credibility of mis
sionary work. 

There have been allegations recently 
that the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) has used the services of Ameri
can missionary workers to aid in gath
ering intelligence abroad. Although 
Churches and religious agencies have 
vigorously denied the reports, they have 
voiced concern that the charges may 
have adverse effects on their work. 

In addition, some reports charge that 
the CIA has worked against Christian 
groups in some Latin American countries 
in alleged attempts to install right-wing 
regimes. 

Reports connecting CIA activities 
with Church operations overseas are not 
new. In 1971 Dr. David E. Mutchler, a 
former Jesuit, wrote in his book, The 
Church as a Political Factor in Latin 
America ( Praeger) , that as far back as 
1956 the Chilean Catholic bishops had 
feared a political victory by the late 
Salvador Allende Gossens, who was 
elected president in 1970. 

Dr. Mutchler charged that the CIA 
and the Agency for International Devel
opment (AID) "in recent years have 
granted public funds to the Jesuit order 
and the Roman Catholic Church in Latin 
America." 

Late last year, a report in a Mexican 
monthly publication, Revista SP of Mexi
co City, alleged that Opus Dei, a Roman 
Catholic lay group, had worked closely 
with the CIA to overthrow the Allende 
government in 1973. 

According to the journal's November 
issue, CIA funds were passed on to 
Opus Dei through the Congress for Cul
tural Liberty and other institutions for 
the purpose of undermining the Allende 
government. 

At the same time as the Mexican arti
icle appeared, a group of 500 Catholic 
priests in Columbia charged that the 
CIA had "infiltrated" their country's 
armed forces. The group, called Priests 
for Latin America, declared that "what is 
intolerable is the penetration of the CIA 
in the armed forces of another country 
and their use as Fascist apparatus to 
repress popular struggles, overthrow 
governments, and ensure exploitation in 
the name of peace and freedom ." 

One of the most recent and most de
tailed descriptions of alleged CIA inter
ference in the activities of religious 
groups overseas has been a document 
which purportedly contains instructions 
to CiA operatives on how to engage in 
such activities. 

Excerpts from the purported docu
ment, published in the May 30 issue of 
the National Catholic Reporter, referred 
to techniques for suppressing "progres
sive elements" of the Catholic Church in 
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Latin America. One section declared 
that "the foreign clergy especially is to 
be attacked-by publicly identifying in
dividuals among them with the Justice 
and Peace Commission, with the cam
paign for signatures (to a protest letter), 
and with leftist political parties, particu
larly the ELN (National Liberation 
Army)." 

The document, which is alleged to 
have originated with the Bolivian gov
ernment, has also been reported by 
Latinamerica Press, the English-lan
guage publication of a religious news 
service based in Lima, Peru. 

Recently, the U.S. Ambassador to Bo
livia, William P. Stedman, Jr., cancelled 
a talk before a group of Maryknoll mis
sionaries when the priests refused to 
allow an embassy official reportedly sus
pected of CIA involvement to be present 
during the program. 

Earlier this year, New Asia News dis
patches reported allegations that former 
operations in South Vietnam and Cam
bodia of World Vision International and 
Catholic Relief Services had received 
U.S. funds in exchange for political and 
military intelligence. The allegations 
were attributed to the Rev. John M. 
Nakajima, general secretary of the 
Christian Council of Japan. 

Mr. Nakajima began to circulate the 
charges soon after he went to Cambodia 
in February with a team sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches' Fund 
for Reconciliation and Reconstruction in 
Indochina. 

Dr. W. Stanley Mooneyham, director 
of the evangelical-oriented World 
Vision, gave a detailed denial of the 
charges at a press conferertce in Cincin
nati. 

"It is wrong for any worker who rep
resents the Kingdom of God first to be 
involved in intelligence gathering for 
a particular government," he said "I will 
have no part of it for myself or our or
ganization in any way. Our first commit
ment is to the Kingdom of God, not to 
U.S. foreign policy." 

Referring to the charges on Cam
bodian operations, Dr. Mooneyham said 
the information World Vision provided 
''had to do with the number of refugees, 
the need of people in a given area, and 
the ability of people to become self-sup
porting. It had nothing to do with mili
tary or political activities." 

In ew York Edward M. Kinney, as
sistant to Catholic Relief Services 
director Bishop Edward Swanstrom, 
remarked, "The charges are so utterly 
absurd that they cannot even be digni
fied with an answer." 
( By Religious News Service ) 
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Sorry about that , but ... After seven years, rising 
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for New World Outlook will go up to $4.00 a year. 
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