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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

Septem!:>er, 1973 

Korea. However serious the charges are against the Nixon Administration no 
one has yet accused it of kidnapping last year's opposition candidate Senator 
George McGovern. But this summer Kim Dae Jung, the leader of the opposi
tion to Korean president Park Chung-Hee, who was narrowly defeated in the 
1971 election, was kidnapped in Tokyo and many observers feel the Korean 
CIA had a hand in it. Kim, who was interviewed in our May issue, would 
have been dumped off a boat with weights on his legs if there had not been an 
international protest especially from the Japanese. Many Korean Christians 
are also counting on an international protest in another incident -- the arrest 
on July 6 of the pastor of the First Seoul Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Park 
Hyong Kyu, and an evangelist of the Church, Kwon Ho Kyong, and two others 
for charges growing out of the distribution of pamphlets at an Easter sunrise 
service. The prosecution claims the pamphlets were anti-Government because 
they called for a "revival of democracy". Mr. Park admits distributing the 
pamphlets but denies any intent to overthrow the government but only to "arouse 
the public conscience to the social crisis facing the nation from a religious 
standpoint." Park, who studied at New York's Union Theological Seminary, is 
known as an advocate of Christian social activism in Korea. As the trial begins, 
Christians and churches in Korea are making every effort to obtain the release 
of their colleagues. Church Women United of Korea, with 150, 000 members, sent 
a petition to the President of Korea. Prominent church leaders made a visit to 
the Prime Minister. Students organized a series of over-night prayer meetings 
at First Presbyterian Church in Seoul. In the jail, Mr. Park is reported to be 
singing hymns, praying aloud, and reciting Paul's letters from prison. 

Japan. Church leaders in Japan are once more mobilizing to prevent passage of 
a bill nationalizing the Yasakuni Shrine, dedicated to Japan's war dead. Christians 
see this bill as a psychological boost to the revival of militarism. In addition, a 
recent Consultation of Korean and Japanese Churches pointed out that forced shrine 
worship and other instances of coercion for national Shintoism had led to repression 
of Christians during the Japanese occupation of Korea; therefore, the issue has 
international ramifications. The bill has been blocked from a vote in four previous 
sessions of the Japanese parliament but there are indications that the government 
plans to push the issue in this session. Christians held demonstrations against 
the bill throughout Japan in August. 



World Council of Churches. The Central Committee of the WCC, meeting in 
Geneva in late August, heard blunt appraisals of current obstacles to ecumenism. 
General Secretary Philip Potter listed a "decreasing in commitment" in the U.S., 
where decentralization and local concerns stand in the way of a broad understand
ing of the Council, Orthodox concern over apparent lack of emphasis on church 
unity and an obsession with political and social issues, and Western European 
criticism of "loss of concern for the churchly life and unity and for rigorous 
theological thinking." Most serious, according to Potter, is the conflict between 
churches of the North (Europe and North America) and churches of the South (Asia, 
Africa and Latin America)--"there is a discernible tendency on the part of the 
Churches of the North towards sullen withdrawal and on the part of the Churches of 
the South toward loveless self-righteousness and recrimination.'' Such an atmos
phere need not develop, he asserted, and called for greater communication among 
all concerned. 

East Germany. An outspoken Lutheran bishop has been denied an exit visa by the 
East German authorities so he will not be able to attend a meeting this month of 
the World Federation of Free Christianity in Jerusalem. Bishop Hans-Joachim 
Frankel of Goerlitz has attacked the attempt of the Communist government to im
pose the Marxist view of life on all citizens in the school system. As a result, 
Frankel and his church have suffered some petty harassment, but government 
officials appear stumped on how to deal with Frankel and still avoid a clash with 
Christianity. 

Christmas. If you are sick of the super-commercialism that, many sermons 
notwithstanding, increases yearly around the celebration of Our Lord's birth, 
you may be interested in the Alternate Christmas Catalog, which will help you 
and your family reduce or eliminate your consumer purchases this year and give 
you hundreds of alternative ideas. One aim of the catalog is to divert money from 
consumer products to organizations which are serving social justice, human rights, 
peace, missions and overseas relief around the world. The catalog can be ordered 
from Alternatives, 1500FarragutSt., N.W., Washington, D.C. 200llfor 1.00 

Rhodesia. Two more United Methodist missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Larry W. 
George of Iowa Park, Texas, have been denied permission to continue as mission
aries in Rhodesia. Both were teachers at Mrewa Secondary School and had b en 
in Rhodesia two years under residence permits renewable every six months. Since 
they had been avoiding politics, they believe their expulsion is part of the continued 
harassment of Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, head of the African ational Council. 
In March the Rev. Norman E. Thomas and family were deni d permission to remain 
in Rhodesia after eleven years of service. 

Farm Workers. The Rev. Leo D. ieto, an executive of th ational Division f 
the UM Board of Global Ministries who is also chairman of th ational Council of 
Churches-related Farm Worker Ministy, pr diets that th Unit d Farm Work r of 
Cesar Chavez will eventually win in th ir struggl with th T am t r ' Union int 
California grap fi ld . i to sp nt mor than thr w k in Augu t on th pick t 
lin s with the farm work rs and march d in th four mil fun ral pro ion for Juan 



de la Cruz and Nagi Daifullah, two union members who were killed on the picket 
lines. Nieto himself received a neck sprain when he and some others were 
attacked by sheriff's deputies as they were picketing one day, but there were no 
arrests. Mr. Nieto preached at several United Farm Workers masses and also 
to some of the arrested persons in jail. He says the spirit of the farm workers 
is "very good and very high" and the two tragic deaths in fact "brought strength 
and courage to the people. " 

Racial Progress. The meeting of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) in Indianapolis was presided over by a United Methodist pastor from 
Atlanta, the Rev. Joseph Lowery, who is SCLC board chairman. Lowery finished 
with a loudly applauded rhetorical flourish: "There is no middle-class black; no 
upper-class black; no lower-class black. America has made all blacks one class-
and that is second-class." Other blacks, most recently writer Alice Walker of 
Mississippi, have reported that black "solidarity" is not what it was in the heyday 
of the movement as many are following the path of their white neighbors and seek
ing first the kingdom for themselves, after which let the poor trail along. 

Honors. Also at that SCLC meeting the Rev. John P. Adams, a United Methodist 
executive with the Board of Church and Society, was honored as the first white 
man to win the organization's Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. award. Adams, a 
kind of church mediator who learned at least some of his skills as a pastor in 
the mid-west for 19 years, received the award for his intermediary efforts at 
Wounded Knee. 

Chile. As signs mount that things are falling apart in Chile, the pastors and lay 
delegates of the 8, 000 member Methodist Church of Chile have signed a declara
tion announcing their "recognition and respect for the democratically elected and 
constitutional government" and rejecting civil war, terrorism, the arming of 
civilian groups, and the "climate of violence in all its forms .... " The present 
Chilean reality, they declared, "comes from the past exploitation and oppression 
of the poor in rural areas and in the cities with its basic origin being the sin
fulness of individuals and the refusal of God's will." And they closed their state
ment, which came out of the annual Pastors' Institute at El Verge!, with the 
affirmation that "We believe in the resurrected Christ, liberator of life and death, 
conqueror of all forces of evil, and the Lord of history. In him lies our faith and 
hope. Amen. " 

Haiti. One hundred and seventeen refugees from Haiti who landed by boat this 
summer in Miami have found out the hard way that simply escaping from a 
totalitarian government in the Caribbean does not qualify them as refugees in 
the U.S. On August 16 the U.S. government turned down the plea of Church World 
Service, UMCOR and other agencies speaking for the Haitians and ordered them to 
go back because they did not meet the criteria for refugee status. At this point, 
however, they are still in Miami and hoping to negotiate. Like recent escapees 
from South Africa and some other countries, they have learned that America 
accepts only certain kinds of huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 



Africa. A high level delegation of fourteen churchpersons from the U.S. and 
Holland will visit South Africa this month at the invitation of the Dutch Reformed 
Church. The United Presbyterians will visit the mission work in Ethiopia, the 
Cameroun and other countries. F ive of the United Presbyterian delegation are 
black, including Moderator Clinton Marsh and his wife, new Program Agency 
head J. Oscar McC loud, Mission Interpretation Manager Clarence Cave, and 
Frances Hollis, a laywoman fr om California. At last word they were all having 
trouble getting South African visas but still hoped to go. 

Deaths. August saw the untimely deaths of several persons related to the UMC 
Board of Global Ministries. The Rev. James C. (Jay) Moore, 45, special assis
tant for research in the Division of Health and Welfare Ministries, died of leukemia 
in a Chicago hospital August 5. Before joining the UMC group in 1969, he had 
been an independent public relations consultant, worked with the NCC's Commission 
on Religion and Race, and was director of religious programming for the Voice of 
America. Kenneth W. Copeland, resident bishop of the Houston Area, died of a 
heart attack August 7. The sixty-one-year-old bishop had become ill while in 
Mexico City attending the executive committee of the World Methodist Council and 
was flown back to Houston. Elected to the episcopacy in 1960, he served twelve 
years with the Board of Missions; he had been president of its education and culti
vation arm and of its World Division. Miriam Brattain, 46, coordinator of mission 
education for the Education and Cultivation Division, died of cancer August 24 in 
Ridgewood, N. J. She was a short-term missionary in Japan, director of religious 
education in Waltham, Mass., and director of the Student YWCA at Stanford Uni
versity before joining the Board staff. 

Missionary Voting Rights. Hearings will be held on September 26-27 by a Senate 
subcommittee on a bill which would enable U.S. citizens residing abroad to register 
and vote in Federal elections. Strongly supporting the separate Senate bill 2102 
and House bill 9023 are representatives of over 35, 000 Protestant and Catholic 
missionaries residing overseas. NCC General Secretary Edwin Espy, U. S. Catholic 
Miss ion Council executive director Brother Thomas More Page and UMC Board of 
Global Ministries president Bishop Paul Washburn issued a joint statement endorsing 
the bills. Letters supporting the bills are requested and should be sent to Senator 
Claiborne Pell, chairman of the Subcommittee on Privileges and Elections, and 
to Senator Howard W. Cannon, chairman of the Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

Homosexuals. A Conference on the Church and the Gay Community is scheduled 
at Kansas City's St. Paul School of Theology September 11-12 to discuss ways of 
relat ing the churches more positively to the gay community. Planned goals of the 
m eet ing are to establish "an identifiable and credible group for national church 
organizations to r e late to ouside the context of crisis" and planning for a series of 
regional seminars between church staff and gay people in different areas of the 
country. The current ambiguous state of relationships was recently epitomized 
by a specia l is sue of the Presbyterian USA magazine Trends on homosexuality 
and a letter in the Presbyterian pastors' magazine, Monday Morning, attacking 
Trends for the publication. 
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Blame the Preachers? 
"I think that we should be men first , 

and subjects afterward. It is not desir
able to cultivate a respect for the law, 
so much as for the right." 

Henry David Thoreau, in 
Civil Disobedience 

Alarmed at the number of lawyers 
who are involved in the Watergate scan
dal the American Bar Association is 
beginning a serious examination into the 
ethics of the legal profession. But to hear 
the Administration tell it , it is the 
preachers who ought to be looking into 
their own house. It is as if King David 
were telling Nathan, "Thou art the man," 
instead of the other way around. 

The first appearance of this reasoning 
came from the testimony before Senator 
Ervin's committee of Jeb Stuart Ma
gruder, who was deputy director of the 
Committee for the Re-election of the 
President. Magruder has since pleaded 
guilty and faces a possible five years in 
jail and a $10,000 fine for conspiracy 
to obstruct justice, defraud the United 
States and eavesdrop at the Watergate 
on the Democratic National Committee. 
But to hear him tell it he went wrong 
when he heard a sermon on the Wash
ington mall by his old college ethics 
teacher, the Rev. William Sloane Coffin, 
Jr. , in which the Presbyterian pedagogue 
urged young men to bum their draft 
cards. 

In his latest answer to the Watergate 
charges President Nixon has also sought 
to tie the campaign "abuses" to the 
"new idealism" fashionable in the sixties 
of those who "asserted the right to take 
the law into their own hands ." It was an 
attitude, he said, which was praised in 
the -press "and even in some of our pul
pits" and led to "a rising spiral of vio
lence and fear, of riots and arson and 
bombings, all in the name of peace and 
in the name of justice." 

This, much like the now infamous 
White House enemies list, reflects a 
blurring of important distinctions. 

There was, we know, violence in the 
sixties by some who opposed the Ad
ministration . One recalls the bombing of 
the mathematics building at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin for example. There 
were instances of hecklers assaulting 
speakers, and there were fringe instances 
of violence at some anti-war demonstra
tions . But these were never praised in 
any sermon we ever heard and they were 

overwhelmingly denounced by the re
sponsible leadership of the anti-war 
movement. The vast majority of those 
who dissented from the government's 
view of the war and participated in 
demonstrations were, as Senator Ervin 
pointed out, simply utilizing their first 
amendment rights of free assembly and 
petitioning the government for redress 
of grievances. And now it is becoming 
clear that some of the instances of riot , 
arson and bombing to which the Presi
dent refers were encouraged by inter
lopers seeking to discredit the demon
strators. 

But the most serious muddling is that 
which links the civil disobedience of the 
civil rights and anti-war movements with 
the break-in of the Watergate and the 
subsequent coverup. There is simply no 
comparison between those who sat in 
all-white lunch counters in defiance of 
the law, or the Catonsville Nine waiting 
calmly for the police to arrive after de
stroying several hundred draft files, and 
the burglars and cover-uppers of Water
gate who would never have been 
brought to justice if not for a sharp
eyed hotel guard, two diligent Washing
ton reporters, and a stern, old-fashioned 
judge. The essence of the ethics of civil 
disobedience, as refined over the years 
since Thoreau, has insisted on the ac
ceptance of punishment. 

Nor is the difference solely in whether 
the participants desired to pay for their 
crimes or desired to avoid justice. The 
higher "right" which the civil rights 
and anti-war movements cultivated was 
a world free from racial bigotry and war
fare. But the higher right claimed by the 
perpetrators of the White House ''horror 
stories" was nothing more than partisan 
political advantage. 

Of Curus and the Cospel 
Perhaps the most symbolic religious 

event of this past summer occurred in 
Chicago when a young man threw a 
custard pie in ·the face of 15-year-old 
Guru Maharaj-ji, who was making a tour 
of the U.S. The assailant said he did it 
to prove the guru had feet of clay (in 
which case his aim was wrong) . Never
theless the Maharaj-ii did take the me
ringue with Christlike modesty and 
urged his disciples to practice forgive
ness (after which they beat up the 
assailant, proving again one of the oldest 
religious truths that the religion of the 

disciples generally falls short of that of 
the master ). 

While the beardless guru attracted 
thousands of young people to hear his 
message around the country, he was but 
one part of a widespread interest in 
religion witnessed this summer. Indeed, 
at times it seemed as if any religious 
group could get a hearing provided it 
offered something quasi-scientific, ex
cessively personalistic, or just far out. 

In fact, the only exceptions to the 
overwhelming popularity of religion 
seems to be the standard brand. The 
local church lacks the glamor and novel
ty of most of the new groups, and the 
promised explosion of "Key '73" has 
turned out so far to be a tiny firecracker. 

It is almost axiomatic among students 
of religion that such extra-ecclessial 
activity, bizarre as some of it might 
seem, indicates a spiritual hunger that 
is not being completely satisfied. The 
religious history of the U.S. in particular 
is a story of the rise of sects which have 
arisen to correct imbalances in the pres
entation of the Gospel. 

Such correction is always needed, 
particularly in a pluralistic society such 
as ours. But that should not lead anyone 
to accept the notion that the religious 
smorgasbord offered these days contains 
equal spiritual nourishment. A large 
number of these offerings have nothing 
whatrnever to say about helping our 
neighbor. Many prey openly on a per
son's concern for "bettering himself." It 
may take a while for some people to 
realize that ideas such as reincarnation 
actually are inimical to human welfare 
-after all. if you believe a p erson will 
have another life you will not go out 
of your way to help him out of the 
gutter in this. And, sad to say, not a few 
of these cults of personality are founded 
on the simple belief that there is money 
to be made in religion. 

These semi-versions and perversions 
of true religion we have with us always. 
In a time of spiritual hunger and con
fusion such as ours we must be careful 
always not to dismiss the spiritual in
<ights they contain without blessing the 
faddism and escape from the hard de
mands of the Gospel they mav also 
exemplifv. In short, the hard labor of 
testing the soirits is one we can never 
neglect and for which respectability will 
never substitute. A "Key '73" may fizzle 
quite a~ much as the latest youth cult. 
God has his custard pies in store for us. 
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a survey of the new york religious scene 

Tracy Early 

ma 
Pee 
anc 
he; 
cht 
the 
asp 
Yo1 
Uni 
the 
Wh 
801 

StrE 
or ( 
/age 
or 
prol 
a gee 
Unit 
Ken1 
ti on, 
Pro! 
ing, 



E ~ s ~ RELIGIO I U.S. ITIES 
W HEN JAMES MORTON WAS bilitation or prison reform- wher- census found 7,895,563 residents, up 
INSTALLED as the new dean of the eve r you look, the churches are on ly sli ghtly over 1950 and not much 
Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the present. And anyone seeking to sta rt over 1940. But there has been a 
Divine in New York, protesters from some new good work can turn to grea t turnover, with the exodus of 
the neighborhood delayed the cere- them with the certainty that he will two million middle class residents, 
monies to present some complaints. find at least some deg ree of support. mostly white, and the arrival of two 

The cathedral, they said, provided It is never enough. Of course. Al- million blacks and Hispanics, the 
a platform for peace activists, lettuce ways less than we might reasonably latter mostly Puerto Rican but also 
workers, Indians and others, but expect. But whatever problem con- including substantial numbers of 
ignored its own community. Then cerns the New Yorker, some reli- Cubans, Dominicans and others. 
they proceeded to list their griev- gious body will be working on it. A majority of the Spanish-speak-
ances. Who Is W hat ing population is Catholic, and the 

" What you have witnessed is a Catholic Church in New York may 
sign of the deep conflict in our city," In some nomina l fashion , 98 per now be somewhere close to SO per 
said Bishop Paul Moore, Jr., after ce nt of New York's popu lation can cent Hispanic. Spanish-speaking 
they left, adding that he was glad be ca lled Catholic (43), Protes.tant Catholics have presented strong 
the cathedral stood there as a place (31) or Jewish (24), the Eastern complaints, however, about the 
where a group could feel able to Orthodox, to their dismay, being church's response to their arrival. 
speak. lumped with Protestants in such They often feel unwelcome in non-

The incident was a sign not only breakdowns. This population is Hispanic parishes, and they charge 
of New York tensions, but also of served by 443 Catholic churches, that church leadership has not taken 
the role churches are playing in the some 2,000 Protestant and Orthodox account of their numbers and needs 
city. A look at what the churches are churches and about 1,000 syna- in the determination of progra·m-
doing to serve the needs of New gogues. The latter two figures may ming. Part of the problem is that 
York can lead one to wax eloquent be low because it is impossible to there .are very few Hispanic clergy 
either negative ly or positively. The get an accurate count on all the to provide lea dership, though the 
field for criticism is wide and deep. storefronts, brownstones and other training of Spanish-speaking dea-
Anyone can point to areas of need non-traditional sites where many cons is now underway and will al-
and say that the churches have black and Hispanic Protestants have lev iate the problem to some degree. 
failed to contribute what might have es tablished churches, and the situa- Blacks similarly charge white 
been expected of them in making tion is similar among such elements Protestant leadership with failure to 
the city a p lace of more humanity of the Jewish community as the take account of the fact that New 
and brotherhood. Hasidics. York Protestantism is now about 70 

At the same time, it has to be New York's population has not per cent black. But since most of 
acknowledged that the churches are grown in recent decades. The 1970 them are in black congregations af-
making an effort. ...-------------- ----- filiated with black 
People with griev- denomina ti o n s, 
ances are being II they can operate 
heard in the with greater inde-
churches, and ~ pendence. 
there is not an -11 As a result of 
aspect of New RELIGION IN - ' the population 
York life that goes U.S. CITIES- .... turnover, many of 
untouched by the largest Protes-
their m1n1stry. tant congregations 

This article on New Yo , first in a series exammmg the 
Whether on the of the city are to role of religion in a number of cities throughout the United 
Bowery or Wall St;:tes. Each article will take a city and look at what religion is be found in black 
Street, in Harlem doing or not doing in that community. The approach will cover churches such as 
or Greenwich Vil- all religious groups rather than focus on any ingle denomination. the Concord Bap-
lage, in education The wri ters will be journalists familiar with the city they cover ti st Church in 
or health or the and able to give an objective and informed profile of religion in Brooklyn or Ca-
problems of the their city. The citie will be large and small, located in all part naan B a p ti st 
aged, at the of the country. We hope the series will give a fre h look at what Church and St. 
United Nations or the churches are doing in the cities r grt now Among the cities Philip 's Episcopal 
Kennedy lnterna- to be covered in forthcoming issues are C.harlotte, Fort Worth, Church in Harlem. 
tional Airport, in Newark, San Francisco, Boston, Evanston, and other . The fact that black 

programs of ho us- churches are 
ing, addict reha- about the only in-
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stitutions with a mass base, total 
black control and space for meetings 
and programs gives the black clergy 
of New York, as elsewhere, the op
portunity to play a majo r leadership 
role, both in politics and in general 
comm unity se rvi ce. Wyatt Tee 
Walker, pastor of the Canaan Bap
ti st Church, reports that although 
the anti-poverty workers took the 
limeli ght for a while, now that their 
program is winding down the 
churches are again being seen as the 
primary institutions for meeting the 
needs of the black community. 

The city's population turnover has 
hit the older, established white 
churches seve rely, however. And 
com ing on top of the national de
cline in church attendance, it has 
left New York with many Protestant 
churches where a little flock of 50 
or so sit forlornly in a grand struc
ture built for 500 or more. In some 
areas of the city synagogues . have 
also been hurt, and while atten
dance remains strong in many 
Catholic parishes, some of them too 
have more empty pews now. 

Diminished Church Life 

This diminished church life within 
impressive structures inherited from 
a past generation is one of several 
factors making it difficult to judge 
the true strength of New York 
churches. Another is that s~me of 
the little flock still attending no 
longer live in the city but out of 
residual loyalty keep coming back to 
give artificial respiration . The num
ber of New York churches supported 
in part by national mission boards 
has grown to more than half in 
several denominations, according to 
some estimates. 

Another factor is that a great 
many churches have endowments 
and in that sense are living off 
the past. In 1705 Queen Anne gave 
a farm to Trinity Episcopal Parish, 
and the parish sti II owns part of 
that land, along with some down
town commercial property now 
standing on it. (Though religious 
buildings are tax exempt in New 
York, on commercial property 
churches pay along with everyone 
else.) Trinity will not say what its 
endowment is worth, but it is some
times said to be the wealthiest 
parish in the nation, with ~stimates 
running to $100 million. 

Nonetheless, financial resources 
of all churches are generally limited, 

with religious institutidns getting 
squeezed by inflation like everyone 
else. When the Catholic Archdiocese 
of New York issued its first com
prehensive financial report in 1972, 
It showed a deficit for the previous 
yea r of $1 .6 million. The Riverside 
Church has an endowment of some 
$37 million, mostly from John D. 
Rockefe ller, Jr., but Income from the 
endowment pays on.ly for main
tenance of the building, and the 
congregation's difficulties in raising 
the program budget have forced 
some cutbacks. St. . George's Epi sco
pal Church was endowed at the be
gi nning of the century by J. P. Mor
gan, but it has been forced to 
retrench considerably in the last 
couple of yea rs as iricome failed to 
ke~p pace with rising costs. 

The churches do have space, how
ever, and that is a critical asset in the 
city. Though studies have shown 
that space utilization by some 
churches was as low as two per cent, 
many of them have been making 
efforts to get greater use from their 
buildings, both through their own 
weekday programs and in opening 
the buildings for use by outside 
groups. 

A great deal of the music, drama 
and art exhibition of New York takes 
place in churches, either under di
rect church sponsorship or with the 
church lending its facilities to 
others. When you investigate off
Broadway or off-off-Broadway, you 
often find a play being presented in 
a church. And hundreds of New 
York's aspiring singers get experi
ence and occasionally a little money 
f r expenses by singing in churches. 

Without paying anyone except its 
associate minister, Al Carmines, who 
directs, Judson Church in Greenwich 
Village carries on one of the best 
programs in the arts . . Carmines is a 
mu I ti-talented marvel who does 
much of the composing and per
forming, and the vitality he puts into 
the program enables it to attract 
dozens of talented performers. 

Weekday Activities 

With the decline in attendance at 
worship services, some New York 
clergy find in weekday activities a 
larger if not the largest part of the 
church's ministry-involving them
selves in ecology projects, service 
programs like tutoring, community 
organization work and campaigns 
centered on various state and na-
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ti onal iss ues such as abortion, civil 
ri ghts o r the anti-war movement. 

In th e Wall Street area, where Trin
ity Church is a landmark, the ac
cent has to be on weekday activi
ties-bo th in worship and otherwise 
- becau se thou sands of workers 
crow d the area Monday through Fri
day and leave it deserted on week
ends. Among Trinity's varied mrnrs
tri es is a far-ranging music program. 
" You probably don ' t very often go 
to a rock concert where probably 
half the audience is over thirty, and 
see businessmen in coats and ties 
sitting next to stockboys and young 
secretaries, and all smiling and hap
py and enjoying the music 
together," says music director Larry 
King. " And the older people saying, 
'Well , this is pretty good, isn't it, 
wow !' And the young people keep 
coming back to hear an all-Bach 
recital. " 

Denominational bodies in New 
York al so develop programs to meet 
needs of the city. For example, the 
114 United Presbyterian churches of 
the New York presbytery set out in 
1970 to rai se $10 million during the 
decade. Called the Mission for the 
70's Fund, the money goes to day 
ca re centers, youth work, housing 
prog ram s, social justice projects 
such as court monitoring, services 
to the elderly, loans to help poor 
people get a start in business, com
munity organization and other 
ca uses. 

" A ll the religious communities are 
now more involved in important city 
affairs than they were," says Marvin 
Schick, who serves as Mayor John 
Lindsay's liai son with the Jewish com
munity, particularly the Orthodox. In 
the past, Schick says, churches 
tended to deal with the city most 
often on some matter like getting 
a traffic light installed, whereas now 
they concern themselves with the 
fundamental things that cause their 
neighborhoods to improve or de
cline. 

Community Action 

Where the churches have only 
meager funds, they can often expand 
their program of community service 
by sponsoring projects funded by 
government agencies-day care 
centers, senior citizen centers, youth 
recreation, housing. Mayor Lindsay 
says that from the city's point of 
view this kind of cooperation is de
sirable, and state and federal offi
cials likewise have seemingly been 
glad to get sponsorship for such proj
ects from the churches (here and 
in all other appropriate places, un
derstand churches as shorthand for 
churches and synagogues). One ad
vantage to the government is that a 
church generally exhibits more sta
bility and is more likely to be still 
in operation five or ten years from 
now than a lot of ad hoc groups ap
plying for grants. 

At Canaan Baptist Church , Wyatt 
Tee Walker, who considers drugs 
the number one problem of the 
black community, has developed a 
24-hour, 7-day drug treatment cen
ter in cooperation with a .govern
ment-funded agency. " I have 600 
households in my congregation," he 
says, "and I don' t know of ~rn~ that 
has not been hit directly or rndrrect
ly by drugs, including my own. " . 

Church-government cooperation 
exists not only with congregations 
but also with religious service agen
cies. "We are aware that voluntary 
organizations do not have the finan
cial resources to eradicate poverty 
in our nation and that only our gov
ernment has," says Lawrence B. But
tenwieser, president of the Federa
tion of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York. " With this awareness, quietly 
and without undue fanfare, we have 
helped our agencies to gain govern
ment grants for the extension of 
their work." And he cites a $1.5 
million contract awarded by the city 
to the Jewish Association for Ser
vices for the Aged, one of the Fed-
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eration's 130 affiliated agencies. Ca
tho li c Chariti es of the Diocese of 
Brooklyn reports that in the fi scal 
yea r ending June 30, 1972, it had a 
budget of $7.9 million with $2 mil
lion of that coming from public 
funds. Many of the 300 member or
ganizations o f the Federation of Prot
es tant W elfare Agenci es al so carry 
out programs receiving some or all 
of their funding from government. 

Getting accurate and comprehen
sive figures on all these programs is 
virtually impossible. But Leland 
Gartrell , research director of the 
Council of Churches of the City of 
New York, compiled a report in 
1971 showing that churches were 
involved in building or rehabilitat
ing 32,123 units of non-profit hous
ing under government programs. 
That included everything from com
pleted units, the first ones by the 
Carter African Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Queens in 1963, to 
projects still in the planning stage. 
Compared to New York's housing 
need, the amount being sponsored 
by the churches was not large
about what government was doing 
in other programs each year, which 
itself was far from adequate. But 
still the churches' contribution was 
not a negligible amount either. It 
amounted to a $950 million pro
gram, and Gartrell estimated that the 
churches were able to do it by 
spending only about $250,000 a year 
of their own money. 

Such cooperation of church and 
state could raise questions about 
what the Supreme Court in regard 
to schools calls unconstitutional 
" entanglement. " But other questions 
a rise from the side of the churches . 
Are they getting themselves in a po
sition of excessive dependence on 
government money? The political 
tides that bring in funds for these 
programs also recede periodically. 
And when the Nixon administration 
announced cutbacks, some churches 
felt alarm not only for what they 
could mean to needy people but al
so for the damage they could do to 
programs of the churches. Another 
consideration arising in the case of 
housing is that unless churches 
somehow turn it over to tenants, 
in a generation or less they could 
find themselves in the position of 
slumlords, with all the attendant 
hostilities coming their way. 

As a long-range policy, says 
United Methodist district superin-

tendent H. Burnham Kirkland, the 
churches should pioneer in commu
nity service programs but then turn 
responsibility over to government 
and find their role in stimulating 
public awareness of the needs, not 
in actual handling of extensive so
cial w elfare operations. 

The Schools 

In the special case of education, 
New York churches concern them
selves both ways-operating schools 
and exerting pressure for change in 
the public school sy!>tem. In New 
York, as in the nation as a whole, 
Catholics have the most extensive 
parochial school system, but there 
are also a considerable number of 
Protestant-sponsored ~chools and a 
growing system of Jewish day 
schools. Though the Jewish schools 
place heavy stress on the transmis
sion of Jewish culture, many officials 
operating Protestant and Catholic 
schools speak of them not so much 
as agencies for teaching Christian 
ethics and doctrine but as communi
ty service projects giving parents an 
alternative to the public school. 

In the warfare over New York's 
public schools the churches have 
played a prominent role. Several 
black ministers have been in the 
thick of the fight for reforms they 
considered necessary to bring about 
better education for black children . 
And since a majority of the public 
school teachers and principals are 
Jewish, the rabbis have worked to 
see that no injustice was done to 
them in the cry for reform. 

Churches in poverty areas doubt
less deserve some credit for the fact 
that New York has had no riots on 
the scale of those in Watts, Detroit, 
Newark and some other places. Al
luding to this, M . L. Wilson , pastor 
of the Convent Avenue Baptist 
Church in Harlem, says the most im
portant contribution of New York 
churches may be found in some 
things that have not happened. 

A great deal of work in New York 
is also done by religious organiza
tions that are not officially part of 
the churches. On the Bowery, for 
example, the derelicts are served not 
only by the Holy Name Centre 
sponsored by Catholic Charities, 
but also by Dorothy Day's Cath
olic Worker movement. And there 
is not only a Salvation Army center, 
but also the Bowery Mission of the 
magazine, Christian Herald . 



. 
Crime and Criminals 

An example of still other types of 
service is the Clergy Volunteer Pro
gram in which about 270 New York 
clergy are assigned to particular 
ce llblocks and make weekly visits . 
New York churches also give atten
tion to questions of prison reform 
and revamping the entire criminal 
justice system. 

Crime is a problem that particu
larly obsesses New Yorkers. Though 
the city's population has not grown 
significantly in recent years, the 
number of killings taking place an
nually in New York increased from 

Roman Catholics nominally make up 
forty-three per cent of New Yorkers 
Terence Cardinal Cooke (opposite page) 
is their leader but it 1s doubtful 
whether he has the personal clout of 
such past archbishops as Cardinal 
Spellman . At the Episcopal Cathedral 
of St John the Divine, 11'.> new 
dean , James Morton , 1s working to 
make 1t a center for 51gntf1cant public 
occasions . Shown above " a 
memonal service for '1nger Maha/ta 
Jackson Across the street from 
the United /\laUons , United Method1'ts 
built this church center (left ) for 
interdenominational u'e 
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"The diversity of New York's churches makes it possibl a 

508 in 1962 to 1691 in 1972. And 
robberies-which include muggings, 
the New Yorker fear par excellence 
-increased from 6,334 in 1962 to 
78,202 ten years later (though some 
changes in the manner of compiling 
statistics accounted for part of that 
increase, police officials say) . 

Like everyone else, the churches 
are at something of a loss as to how 
to deal with this. They divert badly 
needed funds to security measures. 
They do some work with drug ad
dicts and some with prisoners and 
try to give teenagers something 
constructive to do. Some efforts are 
made to find jobs for ex-prisoners 
and keep them from drifting back 
to old ways. 

As for hitting the problem direct
ly, New York has both clergymen 
calling for tougher police action and 
clergymen assuring the city that 
when all other social problems-the 
"root causes"-are taken care of, 
crime will then vanish from sight. 
But since the city cannot afford 
enough police for perpetual patrol 
of every block, and it seems highly 
unlikely that New York will resolve 
all its other social problems, that 
leaves the churches without a pro
gram of much immediate impact. 

One group that may be an excep
tion to this is the Black Muslims, ac
cording to some people who have 
observed their work in prisons. 
While Christian clergy working with 
prisoners are dedicated and do 
things to aid them, with the hope 
that this will have some rehabilita
tive effect, the Black Muslims with 
their program of racial pride and 
renouncing the evils of white socie
ty seem to be the only ones with an 
effective program to get inside the 
prisoner's head, change his thinking 
and redirect his life so that he will 
not keep turning back to crime. 

Specialized Ministries 

But though criminals, minor and 
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Mafia, sometimes appear to domi
nate New York, they are actually not 
the city's only special interest group. 
And the churches undertake a va
riety of specialized ministries to 
others. For example, John Gensel , a 
clergyman on the staff of St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church, serves as pastor to 
the jazz community, holding a regu
lar Sunday afternoon service at 
which jazz musicians play. When 
the United Nations was put in New 
York, some people began to ask how 
the churches might respond to the 
presence of this international com
munity, and in 1963 the Methodists 
dedicated the Church Center for the 
UN, a 12-story building directly 
across the avenue from UN head
quarters. The United Methodist of
fice there provides meeting space 
for the UN Delegations Women's 
Club and other activities of the com
munity, while also conducting a 
program to interpret the UN to the 
churches. Some other church and 
secular agencies also rent space in 
the building, and the first floor chap
el has become a popular place for 
interracial and interreligious mar
riages. 

Marble Collegiate Church, where 
Norman Vincent Peale remains one 
of the few white preachers of the 
city who can still pack the house, 
sponsors a religion and psychiatry 
clinic that provides counseling and 
trains clergymen in pastoral care. 
And the church maintains the Help 
Line Telephone Center, offering 
counsel to anyone who calls up. For 
elderly and handicapped people 
who cannot get out, the center's 
Cheer Ring volunteers will make a 
weekly telephone call to see how 
things are going. 

A few years ago James J. Gilhooley 
found as a curate for an East Side 
Catholic parish that his duties were 
not taking up all his time. So with 
lay help he began holding "little city 
halls" where people could register 

complaints on things like landlord 
failures to provide heat and hot wa
ter, and he would try to get action. 
Gilhooley enlisted the cooperation 
of other churches, Protestant and 
Catholic, in this project and formed 
an organization called 15 Churches 
for a Better East Side. He now di
rects a neighborhood office for 
Catholic Charities, but also continues 
15 Churches, which is now "for a 
Better Manhattan" and has more 
than 15 members actually. Com
plaints brought to the "little city 
halls" are passed along to elected 
political officials, who are expected 
to pressure the bureaucracy, and 
Gilhooley keeps the heat on the po
liticos through a monthly newsletter 
telling the whole world which ones 
are performing and which are not. 

Naming an assemblyman who had 
been asked to help a woman get 
heat in her apartment, the news
letter said, "His slogan proclaims : 
---- cares. Apparently he does 
not care about Miss J. R." Gilhooley 
has become enough of a force that 
when he expanded into the West 
Side, Congresswoman Bella Abzug 
showed up at his press conference 
to commend 15 Churches for " help
ing people with their problems in 
dealing with the often impenetrable 
and impersonal bureaucracies of the 
city." At the same time, she let him 
know that if the newsletter got 
rough with her, before it was all 
over he would know he had been in 
a fight. 

Asked if she thinks the clergy 
should get into politics, Congress
woman Abzug replies that the ques
tion is academic since the clergy do 
in fact get involved, and that it is 
admirable when one like Father Gil
hooley does it openly. 

What About Politics? 

There are frequent speculations 
and charges that some religious 
leaders-belonging to a group other 
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·almost anybody to find one where he feels at home." 

than the speculator's, of course
are wielding inordinate influence 
and getting special favors through 
ba kstage maneuverings. Doubtless 
some of that goes on and some fa
vors are handed out. But how much 
political clout the churches carry 
overall is difficult to assess. 

Jews and Catholics are genera lly 
identified as being among the 
groups with power to move city hall , 
but the basic reason for their power 
probably is not the skill of their 
clergy as political operators but the 
simple fact that they constitute large 
segments of the electorate and share 
some common interests. New York 
has the largest Jewish population 
of any city in the world, and Jews 
appear to exercise an influence even 
beyond their numbers because of 
their high political consciousness 
and their habit of turning out at the 
polls in high percentages. Protes
tants as such are not a major polit
ical force in New York, but make 
their weight felt through other 
groupings-as blacks, as business
men, as liberals and so on . 

Being the nation's largest city and 
foremost communications center 
makes New York a base from w hich 
it clergy can often become influen
tial in national life. Cardinal Francis 
Spellman, noted as a militant anti
communist and hawk on Vietnam, 
and Congressman Adam Clayton 
Powell , a practitioner as well as ad
vocate of black power, stand out as 
examples from the recent past. 
Whoever is Catholic Archbishop of 
New York also serves as military 
vicar for all Catholics in the U.S. 
armed services and consequently 
has a national role, even interna
tional in visits to the troops. 

Loneliness and Community 

What the churches contribute to 
meeting the problems of spirit char
acteristic of New York is harder to 
measure even than the scope of 

their community service projects 
and political impact, though per
haps more vital in the long run . Pre
eminent among the nation's cities 
in size, financial power, cultural in
fluence and other areas, New York 
is likewise preeminent in experien
cing the problems characteristic of 
cities. And perhaps the problem 
with greatest spiritual importance 
for many New Yorkers is the sense 
of anonymity. The city often seems 
like an indifferent place. Nobody 
knows who you are and nobody 
cares what you do, just as long as 
you do not bother them . 

That can bring an exhilarating 
sense of freedom if you come from 
a litt le place where everybody knew 
the detai ls of your socia l life and 
spent a great dea l of time evaluating 
it. But it can also make for a very 
cold world, and the loneliness can 
be demoralizing. 

For the New Yorker faced with 
this sense of isolation, the church 
offers a community. While some 
churches may exhibit varying de-

grees of snobbishness and clannish
ness, generally the spirit is more 
open there than in many other 
places. A lot of churches are in fact 
rather desperate for new members, 
so even the casual visitor can find 
himself ardently courted at the cof
fee hour many New York churches 
have after services. Therefore, al
though the pressures of social con
formity do not take people to church 
in the city to the extent they do in 
some smaller places where the 
church is still the community cen
ter, churches nonetheless retain a 
vital social role. 

The diversity of New York's 
churches also makes it possible for 
almost anybody to find one where 
he feels at home. A person coming, 
say, from the black culture of the 
rural South can find churches of the 
same size and ambience as those 
back home. So can a banker from 
Dallas and a university professor 
from Berkeley. Or a New Yorker 
from abroad can find some religious 
community speaking his language 

The po/1ttca/ influence of re /1g1ot" group~ ' ·' hard !o m<'a urt JI 'cpc>ratc from their 
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and maintaining the kind of life he 
formerly knew, whether that is one 
of the many types of Christianity or 
Judaism, or whether it is Islam, Bud
dhism or some other reli gious tra 
dition. New York also has churches 
of most any degree of libera li sm or 
conservatism a worshipper might 
want, as well as churches for homo
sexuals, radicals, esthetes or the 
purest fundamenta lists. All this 
means at the same time that a new
comer wanting something different 
from what he knew down home can 
find that too. 

Language Churches 

The first clergyman to arrive in 
New York, the Dutch Reform ed 
Jonas Michaelius, who showed up in 
1628, found the 270 New Amster
damers " free, somewhat rough, and 
loose," as residents of the city have 
often been found in the years since. 
He also found it necessary to hold 
separate services for a French-speak
ing group, and New York has always 
since been a notably polyglot city 
where effective ministry required 
the use of many languages. The 
United Methodist-sponsored Church 
of Al l Nations in the East Village, 
wh ich conducts an extensive pro
gram of day care, recreation, tutor
ing and counseling, has Sunday ser
vices in four languages-Spanish, 
Polish, Ukrainian and English . The 
1970 census found that 42 per cent 
of New York's residents were foreign 
born or had at least one foreign 
born parent. And that was in addi
tion to those from Puerto Rico, a 
U.S. possession . 

Churches are in a pos1t1on to 
strengthen and continue the various 
cultural traditions that give people 
a home in the impersonal metrop
olis. That is important not only for 
b lacks and Hispanics, but also for 
smaller minorities such as those 
found in the Eastern Or_thodox 
churches-Greeks, Russians, Syrians, 
Rumanians, Armenians and others. 
Churches often serve as focal points 
in maintaining the sense of cultural 
identity of a people, its art and mu
sic and language and style of life. 
Th is can of course become a perver
sion of the church's role if it lets 
peop le drift into worshipping a tri
bal deity. But it can help to draw 
people out of their isolation into a 
community. 

The churches also serve by provid
ing a p lace of retreat from the pres-
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sures of commercialism that give 
an urban area much of its distinc
tive pace, but also take their ,toll of 
victims. While the first sett lers in 
Virginia came to establish an exten
sion of English society, and those in 
New England ca me to build a holy 
commonwea lth , New York from the 
beginning was a trading center. The 
cont inuation of thi s tradition has 
made New York the foremost com
mercial center of the world-and 
the one where people seem most in
clined to talk about the rat race. 
New York churches offe r some re
spi te from this by such simple mea
sures as opening their doors for the 
passe rby who wants to stop in for 
a moment of quiet-though the 
depradations of thieves and vandals 
have made it impossible for 
churches to remain as open as they 
wou ld like. For the New Yorker who 
has been hass led all week by the 
boss, subway crowds, the landlord, 
surly clerks and whoeve r, joining a 
congregation in worship provides a 
chance to live for a w hile in another 
world of peace and happiness. Crit
ics of course are quick to denounce 
religion, particularly ecstat ic forms 
such as Pentecosta li sm, as escapism, 
but in New York it is too evident 
that escapism comes in many forms, 
and reli gion may be one of the 
healthiest. 

Churches serve as appropriate set
tings for activities expressing feel
ings of celebration and sorrow. If 
a public figure is assassinated, many 
New Yorkers will instinctively think 
of a church as an appropriate place 
to go for a little whi le. The Cathe
dral of St. John the Divine also 
makes a special effort to serve as a 
center of significant public occasions 
by opening its doors for such events 
as a service for Indians during the 
Wounded Knee takeover and a se r
vice welcoming Cesar Chavez dur
ing his visit to New York seeking 
support for farm workers. The cathe
dral has also been the scene of fes
tive celebrations marking anniver
saries of the musicals " Hair" and 
" Godspell." 

Working Together 

Though New York churches serve 
in all these and other ways, how
ever, one major problem is that they 
have not yet found the will or the 
way to work cooperatively on a city
wide basis. There appears to be no 
group that can look at the city as 

a w hole and then set out to develop 
ways th e reli gious community as a 
whole ca n help meet city problems. 
New York has a lot of big name 
church executives and pulpiteers 
who go across the nation and even 
unto th e uttermost parts of the earth 
making great talks on ecumenism. 
But they have not been able to build 
an effective instrument of ecumen
ica l action in New York. 

The Council of Churches, with an 
annual budget of about $1 million, 
conducts several programs-you th 
centers, addict rehabilitation, chap
laincy se rvices, radio and television 
broadcasting, operation of a chapel 
alongside the Catholic and Jewish 
chapels at Kennedy Airport . But 
many church leaders think the 
Council is not particularly effective 
and therefore withhold the support 
that would be needed to make it 
effective. It was formerly called the 
Protestant Council , and the word 
Protestant was dropped in 1968 with 
the idea that the Catholic Church 
might decide to participate. But that 
has not happened. And some other 
groups, such as the Eastern Ortho
dox and Pentecostalists, play only a 
limited role in the Council. 

Charges that New York's Protes
tant leadership has been slow to 
take account of the fact that blacks 
now constitute 70 per cent of their 
constituency, and Hispanics maybe 
another 10 per cent, are directed 
particularly at the Council. Last fall 
militant blacks seized the Council 's 
offices in the lnterchurch Center to 
pressu re it into taking a stronger 
stand on racial issues, including the 
then-boiling Canarsie school dis
pute, and a task force on racism was 
set up with authorization to " con
front evil and effect reconciliation." 
Franklin Graham, a black United 
Church of Christ minister, was 
brought onto the Council staff early 
this year as program director, and he 
is leading the Council to become 
more active in black issues. 

George Duff, a Wall Street lawyer 
who currently serves as president of 
the Council , envisions it serving as 
a voice of the Protestant churches 
on public issues. But so far this has 
not occurred in any significant way, 
and Council leaders will probably 
continue to have difficulty finding 
enough unity and backing in their 
own ranks to make the Council 
vo ice strong enough to get the at
tention of the city. 
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Building Community 

As the churches find difficulty in 
looking at the problems of the city 
as a whole, they likewise appear to 
be making less of an effort than trey 
might toward building a sen se of 
community in the city as a whole. 
" The churches can he lp to bring 
peop le together," says Mayor Lind
say. " I don' t know any group that is 
better suited to that task in today's 
confused world than the churches 
and synagogues." But while the 
churches may be successful in build
ing congregational or denomination
al or ethnic community, there is 
considerable question about how 
much they are doing to bring New 
York together. 

Though officia l Jewish-Catholic 
committees meet occasiona lly, and 
some other things of that order are 
happening, New York has no high 
level citywide group working on re
lations among all major faith groups. 
This is ironic and difficult to ex
plain in the light of the fact that 
many national organizations work
ing on interreligious relations have 
offices in New York, comments Marc 
Tanenbaum, a rabbi who serves as 
interrelig ious affairs director for the 
American Jewish Committee. Inter
re ligious work in New York is pa
thetic, he says, in comparison wit~ 
that in a city like Los Angeles, where 
not only Protestants, Catholics 'and 
Jews but also Muslims, Buddhists 
and Hindus meet together to deal 
with basic issues. 

The Council of Churches in New 
York has to struggle with a polariza
tion withi n its own constituency di
viding white estab lishment types on 
the one hand from b lacks, Hispanics 
and white liberals on the other. 
Conflict tends to burst forth most 
inappropriately in connection with 
an annual fund -raising event called 
the Family of Man dinner, at which 
medals are presented to honorees. 
Tickets to the dinner are $150 and 
are bought primarily by corpora
tions, Duff says. So the challenge is 
to find an honoree so admired by 
corporation executives they will 
shell out that kind of money, while 
at the same time choosing one ac
ceptable to other elements in the 
church community. Bob Hope, the 
initial choice for 1971, did not work. 
While his labors cheering up the 
troops are the sort of thing business
men like to honor, anti-war activists 

we re outraged. So the award to 
Hope was blocked and went instead 
to the black Urban League executive 
Whitney Young, w ho had just died . 

Cardinal Terence Cooke, continu
ing the tradition set by Cardinal 
Spellman, has the Alfred Smith din
ner each year to rai se money for 
hospita l charity work. But he invites 
top political leaders on a bipartisan 
basis and does not confer sainthood 
on anybody, avoiding the liberal
conservative battl e over who is 
worthy. 

Ethnic Tensions 

Whether the religiou s communi
ties of New York can help to resolve 
the city's ethnic conflict is a difficult 
question. Schick, the mayor's aide, 
finds it natura l and appropriate for 
spiritual leaders in each ethnic 
group to work for the interests of 
their people, and, as a follower of 
Reinhold Niebuhr, says clergymen 
talking too smoothly about brother
hood while ignoring the real inter
ests of groups are worse than ir
relevant. 

Schick says Jews are becoming 
more intent on promoting Jewish 
interests, and that a current move to 
establish neighborhood Jewish 
counci ls in New York will doubtless 
lead to more conflict with other 
groups, particularly in the compet i
tion for government funds. Such 
conflicts tend to bring heated crit
icisms of Jews and heated charges 
of anti-Semitism, however, and as 
the Council of Churches becomes a 

more asse rtive exponent of black 
interes ts, with liberal white clergy 
tendirg to side with blacks, Jewish
Christian relations could deteriorate. 

And w ith Catholic priests becom
ing more aggressive in promoting 
th e interests of their parishioners
Hispani cs and the so-called white 
ethnics predominantly-the situa
tion could worsen all around. Since 
most all clergy will have a tendency 
to equate the interest of their group 
with what is just in the sight of God, 
it is easy to foresee- the religious 
leadership of New York becoming 
more a part of the problem than of 
the solution . 

Perhaps most important, whatever 
criticism is made of the churches, it 
must be viewed in the perspective 
of just how massive New York's 
prob lems are. Asked if he sees the 
chu rches as an effective force, 
Mayor Lindsay replies, " I've found 
the church to be a very positive 
force. It's never been effective 
enough. But what else has been ef
fective?" 

Or, we might interpret, if city hall 
with its political muscle and multi
bi ll ion budgets finds that urban d i
lemmas remain urban dilemmas, 
perhaps criticism of the churches for 
the ir fai lures should not be allowed 
to overshadow appreciation for the 
ministry they do render to New 
York. • 

Tracy Early, a frequent contributor, is 
a practiced o bserver of the New York 
relig io us scene. 
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IN CONSTANTINE, ALGERIA, on a 
Sunday morning, the sidewa lks 
overflow with men, black-ve iled 
women, and children all seemingly 
going somewhere. It is a day of rest 
in Muslim Algeria, one of many 
hab its from French rule . Eighteen 
Protestants gather for worship in a 
building distinguished as a church 
only by a sma ll plaque. All but one 
family are Europeans. A dark, 
bearded and robed man and his 
chi ldren appear to be Algerians. But 
as the family leaves on its motor
cycle, another parishioner exp lains 
that the man is a French cooperant, 
a person with a two-year contract 
with the Algerian government to 
teach or provide technical services. 

A couple of blocks away, three 
thousand Roman Catholics hear mass 
at the prominent Roman Catholic 
cathedral. Two of them are Alger
ians. 

In small towns in the countryside, 
towns which retai n a French flavo r 
but have new Algerian names, pic
turesque churches stand empty ex
cept perhaps for a stork nesting in 
the steeple. 

It is a far cry from the days of 
colonial rule when the French set
tlers (the pieds-noirs) and Algerian 
Christians filled the churches. Even 
the little United Methodist church 
in Fort National in remote, moun
tainous Kabylia used to fi ll every 
Sunday, with non-Christians for the 
most part. Now two families, one a 
missionary's, worship there. 

Most of the Algerian Christians 
left their country after Algeria won 
independence from France in 1962. 
Many had sided with the French 
during the revolution . 

Expulsion of Missionaries 

Among the Christ ians w ho re
mained, qui te a few stopped attend
ing church three yea rs ago w hen a 
furor developed over the ro le of 
fore ign m issionaries and institutions. 
At that time the A lgerian press ac
cused missionaries o f " subve rting" 
young people and making Chri stians 
out of needy child ren in mission 
schoo ls and hostels. The governm ent 
expelled a number of m issionaries, 
incl ud ing 10 Un ited Methodi sts, and 
began an i rreve rsible process o f tak
ing over d irection of m iss ion institu
tions. 

Misu nderstand ings clea red up, 
Church and State have entered a 
new era of relati ve ly good fee lings 
and additional church-sponsored 
personne l have been invited by the 
government to teach and develop 
rehabi litat ion work fo r hand ica pped 
child ren. 

But m issionaries remain ca utiou s. 
They do not prose lytize. Th ey are 
very respectful of A lgeri a's des ire 
fo r economic and cultural sover
eignty. 

And A lgerian Christians remain 
hesitant about associat ing wi th fo r
eign m issionaries and arousing the 
suspic ions of authorit ies. 

It would be m is leading to present 
a picture of a church gone entirely 
ab road o r underground. The church 
is not persecuted, an A lgeri an Chri s
tian to ld me, and if it has problems, 
they ca n be traced to the imprudent 
actions of a handful of Christians. 
There are effective Chri sti an w it
nesses in A lgeria, notab ly the Min
ister of Finance, a Roman Catho lic, 
who says he tries to be " 110 percent 

WHY DO 
THEY STAY IN 

ALGERIA? 
by Ellen Clark 

A lgeri an." Bu t fo r poor, uneducated 
and non-es tabl ished Chri sti ans, it is 
mo re d ifficu lt to stand fi rm in the 
fa ith, a pri est on the scene sa id . 

The Pro testant Church in A lgeri a, 
fo rm ed in 1972 th rough a un ion of 
Uni ted Methodists and members of 
the Reformed Church, plus individ 
ua ls from other churches, has pe r
haps 200 acti ve members, about 50 
of w hom are A lgeri ans. There are 
thousands of Roman Catho li cs, bu t 
almost all of them are Europea ns. 

Given w hat seems to be the 
A rabi c handw riting on the wa ll , 
many Chri stians from abroad ask 
m iss ionari es, " W hy do you stay? 
W hy no t se rve elsewhere w here 
your wo rk could bea r mo re fruit?" 
Th e United Methodist and Roman 
Catho lic clergy and lay mi ss ionaries 
I ta lked w ith in A lgeria were con
vinced that the Church still has a 
mi ss ion in that North Afri can coun
try. 

Need For Continuity 

Hugh and Fri tz i Johnson, w ho 
have been United M ethodist mis
sionaries at Fo rt National fo r ten 
years, think it is importa nt to stay 
even though the role they ca n play 
in A lgeria is lim ited now. 

" O nce we are gone, I think the 
doo r wi ll be shut," Fri tzi Johnson 
sa id of th e Christian community. " To 
have influence, we must have con
tinuity." 

Formerl y the Johnsons we re very 
much invo lved w ith youth activit ies 
- home economics instru ction, 
Christi an education, ca mps and 
sports activities, and visits w ith 
young men- many of them unem
ployed-who frequent cafes. Thi s 

The Church in the land which produced C hristianity's most ~amous 
But missionaries and Algerian Christians 



an uncertain future. 

a imoortant mission. 



w o rk ended ab ru ptly in 1970. Now 
Hugh teaches juveni le delinquents, 
" late bloomers" and other boys w ho 
need to catch up with their peers in 
a techn ical schoo l run by the W hite 
Fathers, an order of Catho lic priests. 
He also teaches the Kabyle language 
to French cooperants and has ad
mini strative duti es for the mission. 
Fritzi teaches informall y. 

A Whi te Father at Fo rt National, 
Pere Jacques Doublet, beli eves hi s 
presence in Algeria " opens up the 
door to dia logue wi th M uslims." He 
acknowl edges that there is little dia
logue right now because illi te rate 
Muslims have had li tt le instruction 
in their religion and traditional Mus
lims refuse to speak about their 
faith. But he is a pati ent man and 
he is certain that he has built up 
re lationships of deep trust during 
his 38 years of teaching in Algeria . 

" Th e only th ing we can do here is 
to be of service and to be available 

i f anyone wants to talk, " he said . 
" There is so much in common be
tween Islam and Christianity. We 
hope w e can work together. Mus
lims would be less accepted in Eu
rope than Christians are in Algeria ." 

Refl ecting their desire for greater 
coope ration among faiths, the Ro
man Catholic priests and sisters at 
Fo rt Na tional parti cipate in the Prot
estants' communion services and 
Hugh Johnson officiates in the Ro
man Cathol ic masses. With the in
tent o f creating more understanding 
between North Africans and West
erners, Hugh Johnson and Father 
Doublet tran slate into French and 
di stribute Kabyle stories and reports 
of ecumenical conferences. 

A French priest in Constantine, 
second largest city in Algeria, has 
no doubts that missionaries should 
remain, even though most of their 
medi cal work and schools are now 
in government hands and remaining 

institutions will be transferred to the 
state " as soon as personnnel can be 
trained to run them." 

" The Church wouldn ' t be uni
versal if Chri stians w ere not here and 
there at the disposition of others," 
argued Father Pepin . " It is tru e that 
foreign Christians feel needed less 
and less and those who are still 
wanted must have good profess ion
al qualifications. We can no longer 
serve the poor as we did in the past, 
because now this work is done by 
the government. The government 
wants us to train others for the work. 
For example, a priest in the city of 
Annaba is training a male nurse. He 
himself cannot be a nurse anymore." 

The 60 predominantly French 
priests of the Constantine diocese 
- one-third the number at the time 
of independence-relish the idea of 
being worker-priests, he said . They 
have a variety of jobs ranging from 
teaching Arabic to professionals lit-
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. 
erate only in French to trai ning tech
nicians for the publi c gas and elec
tri city department. 

" The younger priests prefer to 
wo rk in government insti tutions," 
Father Pepin sa id . " They want to be 
in teg rated into the society. Most of 
the pri ests here were in contact w ith 
Al gerian w orkers in France before 
they came and they w ant to be at 
the servi ce of A lgeri ans if they can." 

"People Know Why We're Here" 

This attitude of w itness ing to God 
through serving one's fe llow man 
was also expressed by a Sw iss United 
Methodist missionary in Constan
tine, El sy W endie, who sa id w ith 
conviction , " We do not preach, bu t 
our social work and our witness as 
individual Chri stians is evan geliza
tion . People know why w e are here. 
Actions speak louder than words." 

Good-natured, kind and fl ex ible, 
M iss W endie appears to be the kind 

of mrssronary w ho thrives in Al 
geri a's res tri cti ve climate. In the 
course of a week, she exhibited con
cern fo r a wide va riety of persons. 
Among them were a Palestinian re
cently blinded by a letter bomb, the 
earnest young director of a Red 
Crescent kinderga rten, several lone
ly and di scouraged fo reigners, a 
mo ther attempting to raise and edu
cate and support a large and trou
bled family by herse lf, an Algeri an 
hostel director maintain ing com
posure w ith diffi culty under tryi ng 
personal circumstances, and ampu
tees learning to use artifi cial limbs 
in a res idence w hich fo rmerl y was 
the United Methodist boys' home. 
A young w oman w ho had been 
ra ised in what w as formerl y the 
United M ethodi st girl s' home in 
Constantine indicated that, although 
she was not a Christian, she found 
Chri stianity attractive beca use of 
M iss Wendie's unpatronizing caring. 

Like o ther United Methodist mis
sionaries, Miss Wendie w holeheart
edly supports A lgeria's effo rts to de
ve lop and is p leased to have a part 
to play. She teaches sewing to deaf 
girl s in a room provided by the Red 
Crescent and t rains ki ndergarten 
teachers. At the government literacy 
center in Constantine w here she is 
also a vo luntee r French teacher, she 
proud ly noted that the city had re
duced the number of ill iterates from 
a pre-war 100,000 to 17,000. The 
center could accommodate more 
students, she sa id, but fo r the fact 
that space had been pre-empted for 
fami lies made homeless when mud
slides washed away their hillside 
shacks. 

Constantine's housing shortage 
has been acute since the w ar w hen 
thousands fled fighting in the coun
trys ide to seek refuge in the city. 
M iss Wendie said, somewhat apo l
ogeti ca lly, that her ow n si mple 

Mission in Algeria takes many 
forms . In the Casbah in Algiers , 
far left, an Algerian Christian 
cames on a ministry of 
compassion with funds from the 
United Methodist World Division 
and the United Protestant Church 
in Algeria In Con tantlne, 
United Methodist missionary 
Herta Schreck teaches in a 
government literacy center. 
Church personnel train teachers 
for popular kindergarten in 
former United Methodist girls' 
hostel in Constantine, left In 
the small Berber community 
of Les Ouadhias in mountainou.1 
Kabyl1a , Swiss missionary-midwife 
Elisabeth Wifflinger and 
assistant, above, put in long 
hours at church maternity clinic 



house in the Arab quarter, which she 
shares with a teacher and his wife, 
would have at least 30 family mem
bers if it were an Algerian house
hold. 

Assisting Development 

Housing, forestation of denuded 
hillsides, agricultural productivity 
and creation of badly needed jobs 
are among the development con
cerns of an able Frenchman, Jean 
Carbonare, a Christian who came to 
Algeria under church auspices, like 
Elsy Wendie, but who now works 
for the government. He is acting 
director of Algeria's impressive re
forestation program, CPR. The pro
gram could more accurately be 
called a plan to develop Algeria 's 
natural and human resources. 

Walking through ankle-deep mud 
at one of CPR's busy workshops near 
Constantine, Carbonare quickly 
passed the rows of poplars and syca
mores ready to be transplanted and 
moved on to the hatchery, the 
metallurgy workshop and then to his 
favorite, the woodwork shop where 
men were turning out hundreds of 
beehives for Algerian cooperatives. 

In the architects' design room, as-
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" I~ C hristians want to witness in Algeria, they mu c 

sistants unrolled blueprints for CPR's 
proudest achievement, the almost
completed construction of an entire 
new and fertile village cooperative 
in what was once desert. Together 
with those who will be the town's 
inhabitants, CPR did everything from 
creating a lake to building homes 
to planting first crops. 

" I am happy to work in Algeria 
today," Carbonare beamed in his 
plain office. A photo of President 
Boumedienne was about the only 
decoration . A Christian layman ac
tive in the Protestant Church of Al
geria, Carbonare added, " The Chris
tian faith ca n express itself here in 
wo rk with responsible people who 
are conscious of the needs of the 
people." 

Carbonare was not always so 
happy working in Algeria . He came 
to oversee the forestation program 
when it was a project of the Chris
tian Committee for Servi ce in Al
geria (CCSA), an ecumenical orga
nization set up in 1962 to aid in 
reconstruction of the war-torn coun
try. Long before it and other CCSA 
activiti es were integrated into Al
gerian government programs, Car
bonare was critical of what he re-

garded as their "donor to receiver" 
paternalism. Now a government em
ployee, he describes himself as a 
" co-worker" with the Algerians. 

" If Christians want to witness in 
Algeria, they must collaborate with 
Algerians in developing the coun
try," Carbonare said, " 'not as ones 
giving orders but as members of a 
team. And we cannot run away 
when difficulties arise." 

Jean Carbonare maintains that or
ganizations like CCSA serve no use
ful purpose in Algeria. He worries 
that organizations like CCSA, which 
supply personnel and support small 
development projects, are "a cheap 
means to buy Christians a good 
conscience'. They prevent us from 
thinking about the real obstacles to 
development-immigration, trade, 
exploitation of the poor by the rich ." 

CCSA is a small-scale approach to 
a large problem, he continued . It is 
typical of the mentality that puts up 
a home for poor Algerians in 
France but neglects to get at the 
ca uses for so many Algerians having 
to immigrate to France to work in 
the first place, he said. " The real 
future for CCSA is in Europe, where 
information is lacking," Carbonare 
concluded . 

Foreigners Still Useful 

Jacques Blanc, director of CCSA, 
a Frenchman and close friend of 
Carbonare, does not agree that 
CCSA's usefulness in Algeria has 
come to an end. Blanc has watched 
CCSA's efforts evolve from emer
gency work to recruitment of tech
nicia ns for Algerian administrations. 
CCSA provides orientation to the 
overseas personnel it recruits so that 
they will not only appreciate the 
ca uses of Algeria's underdevelop
ment-colonialism, trade and aid 
practices, etc.-but will also be mo-
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o Jborate with Algerians rn developing the country." 

ti vated to work for long-lasting 
changes in the polici es o f their de
veloped countri es when they return 
after compl eti on of thei r contracts, 
he explained. 

Blanc is as mindful as Carbonare 
o f the drawbacks involved in the 
transfer o f technicians from rich to 
poor nations. He goes so fa r as to 
say that technical aid to poor coun
tri es actually works to the advantage 
o f rich countries-how ever well - in
tentioned the donors. This, he ex
plained, is because poor countri es 
become dependent on French- or 
American- or Russian-made technol
ogy. 

In support of this statement, a 
miss ionary gave an example draw n 
from experience in the church. She 
cited the hospi tal constru cted by the 
United Methodist mi ss ion at II 
Maten, a town of about 2,000 in 
Kabylia. Equipped with the most up
to-date surgical and laboratory sup
plies from the United States, the 
hospital is all but crippled by its 
dependence on highly skilled sur
geons and supporting personnel 
who must know at least enough En
glish to read the operating manuals 
and instructions on labels. Such per
sonnel have proved difficult to lo
cate, for any length of time, despite 
United Methodist promises to con
tinue staffing the hospital , which 
w as taken over by the government 
several years ago. The hospi tal 
seems to be a white elephant. 

Far more suitable to the present 
needs of the country is a small ma
ternity clinic operated by three 
United M ethodist miss ionary mid
w ives and nurses at Les Ouadhi as, 
another mountain commun ity. 

A Ministry of Compassion 

In the Casbah in Algiers a non
European Christian by the name of 

Hassan Keba ili d istributes clothes 
and milk to the poor, operates a 
soup kitchen fo r homeless men, 
v isits patients in hospitals, counsels 
unmarried pregnant girls and their 
fam ilies, looks fo r j obs fo r unem
ployed you ng men and, together 
w ith vo lun teers, teaches general 
educa ti on to adult men. At one ti me 
he sent malnouri shed chi ldren to 
France to live w ith families w ho 
could affo rd to feed them, but the 
government ca ll ed a halt to the prac
ti ce. 

A devout Christi an, a convert w ho 
says that Christi anity is a lifelong 
process of living with Chri st, M r. 
Kebaili wants to meet at least some 
o f the needs o f the poor and the 
lonely w hose lives have yet to be 
improved by the country's socialist 
revolu tion. 

" I do w hat I do because I am 
obli ged to as a Christian," he sa id, 
in the dimly lit sto reroom adjacent 
to the fo rmer Refo rmed Church 
w here he lives. " It is not difficul t 
to be a Christian when left alone. 
It's eas ier to be a Chri stian than an 

atheist in Algeria. It's di fficult be
cause the church is composed pri 
maril y of fo reigners. If the country 
w ere capitalist, socialists would be 
watched closely. Here people from 
capitalist countries are wa tched 
closely." 

Though foreigners sometimes 
spell troubl e fo r Mr. Kebai li , he 
doesn' t want the mi ss ionari es to 
leave. " That would be madness!" 
he excl aimed. " We need Chris tian 
fe llowship and we need to be 
strengthened by them. If they leave, 
the Church w ould be too small , and 
we wou ld be too discouraged. W e 
would like for more Christi ans to 
come to work here." 

St. Augustine once w rote: " I 
would not have believed the gospel 
had not the authority of the Church 
moved me." Today in Al geria that 
authority ca nnot be expressed in 
power and size. If it is expressed at 
all it is in the quiet mini stri es of 
such persons as Hassan Kebai li , Hugh 
and Fritzi Johnson, Pere Doublet, 
and Elsy W end ie. • 

Jacques Blanc, below, dlfector of Chmtian CommtllPP ror Service 111 AlgPrril helo1 
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Before You Buy 
A Study Bible, 
Compare It With 

The 
Logos 
StuOy 
Bible 
It pays to compare Study Bibles on the 
basis of translation version, authorita
tiveness, text arrangement, special f ea
tures, ease of use, product quality and 
scholarship. 

More Features Than Any 
Other Bible PLUS-
e Layman's Commentary on the 

Holy Spirit 

e New Testament Holy Spirit Index 

• 



YOU CAN TRUST THE LOGOS STUDY BIBLE 
- AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION -

• The American Standard Version 1s known as 
the " Rock of Biblical Honesty." 

• American Standard Version has been the 
standard for many translations including recent 
paraphrased Bibles. 

• It is the product of applied scholarship, as
siduous labor and thorough procedure. 

• It has had universal endorsement as a trust
worthy translation of the original Greek and 
Hebrew text. 

• The editors represented every phase of the 
traditional and contemporary Christian belief. 

• The American Standard Version retains its 
acceptability for pulpit reading and for personal 
memorization. 

• The British and American organizations were 
governed by procedural rules which assured 
accuracy in the completed work. 

• The ASV is the product of international col
laboration, invaluable for persepctive, accuracy 
and finesse. 

• Still the preferred text in many seminaries 
today because of its closeness to the original 
languages. 

• It is the product of nearly 30 years of scholar
ly work by recognized editors and commentators. 

- AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION -
(ASV VAR/ORUM EDITION) 

HAROLD E. MONSER, B.A.-Editor-in-Chief 
CHARLES REIGN SCOVILLE, A.M., LLD.
Evangelist. 

IRA M. PRICE, Ph.D., LLD.-Author of 
Monuments and the Old Testament and The 
Ancestry of Our English Bible. 

R. A. TORREY, D.D.-Author of What the 
Bible Teaches and The Bible and Its Christ. 

A. T. ROBERTSON, A.M., D.D., LLD.
Author of New Testament Grammar and 
Student 's Chronological New Testament. 

ANDREW C. ZENOS, D.D.-Co-Editor of the 
Standard Bible Dictionary and Elements of 
Higher Criticism. 

MILTON S. TERRY, D.D., LLD.-Author of 
Biblica l Hermeneutics and Biblical Apoca
lyptics. 

D. R. DUNGAN, A.M., LLD.-Author of 
Hermeneutics and On the Rock and Pro
fessor of Old Testament Inte rpreta tion . 

JOHN R. SAMPEY, D.D., LLD.-Author of a 
Syllabus for Old Testament Study. 

J. W. MONSER-Author of Types and Meta
phors of the Bible. 

F. C. EISELEN, A.M., Ph.D.-Professor of 
Semitic Languages and Old Testament Exe-

(Notes or comments by different critics or editors) 

OLD TESTAMENT-147 Commentators 
NEW TESTAMENT-154 Commentators 

The Logos Study Bible refrains from giving opi~ionated 
annotations. Instead, thorough vanorum renderings and 
readings, cross-refe rences, etc. , are given to all ow the 
student expanded data to make his own decision on the 
meaning of a given text. 
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THE BOOK OF 
MAL~A--tJHI 

----~, JEH O VAH ' S LOVE OF JACOB 

b c 1 burde n of the 

"word o :Je -ho !Yah to e I I~ ! 
r•\ - lH by 2 Ma.l!ll,-c hi. 

1-...... ~~~Tl'll'lrl-2 I have 0 h lo Ye cl you, sa ith 
l :i : Hab. 1 :1; .J e -h o!vll, h. Yet ye saj' , 
Zech. 9 :1. 

1 Or. oracle. ' Whe r e in h as t thou lo , ·ed u s? 
d Word of God , 

J ohn6 :63. 3 \Vas not i f:!s;i u k J acob's 
J~ingdom or 
Israel. 1 Ki. 1 brothe r ? saith J e -ho!vah: yet 

I ~1· ! ins 1>i- I m n loved Jacob; 3 but Els;i u I 
ra tion of o I d cl p cl h " q Prophets.' ' 1ate , a n ma e . IS lno un-

II Ki . 11 :13. t a ins a' d esola tion, and ga·ve his 
2 Or, my m essen-

oer. •heritage to the 1 j ackals of 

the u wilde rness. 4 • \Vh e r eas 

•r"'ll-~~..u.:w;._L" E!dom s aith, W e are ws b eat e n 
13 :1. Var. Rend .- Chap. 1.-V. I. burcl n
V. 7; ch. 2 :14, OTl\Cle. Va r. on.; u t terance, ~IARTI. 
17 ; 3 :7.8, 13. NOW. by-throu11h,OR . NO IV . Malachi 

3 Or, l s not - his messenger, SbPT. V. 2. ha ,.e loved-
Esau ... yet l love , ~ I ARTI. NOW. Yet-Omit, AIAR
have lo.ed &c. T[, NOW. has t thou loved- • hnwest 
Esau . Gen. thou love to, MARTI. Was-ls, MARTI, 
27 :1. NOW. yet.-and , NOW. OR. V. 3 . hut.-

I< J acob. Gen. and, OR. and (firsl)-Omit, MARTI. 
25 :25. oai .. -·made,' MARTI. NOW. to .. . 
Brethren, wilderness-'to a' wilderness , MARTI ; 
C'.en. 13; . 'to a p35ture,' NOW. V. 4. Whereas-If. 

m Rom. 9 :13. 
n See ·• Foreord ination, " Eph. 1:11. J o Hatred, Pr. 26 :24 . 
P. J er. 49 : 1.6- J ~ ; Ez. :J5 :8, 15. q Mo!-lnto.ins, Ex. 3: 12. r See 

Oeotruch on, Hos. 13 :14. ·' Inheri tance, I Chr. 21 :3. t See 
"Animals." Gen. 2 :20. u Wilderness, Ex. 3:1. 4 4 Or, 
Though Edom say. v Edom , Num. 20: 19. wJer. 5 :17. 
5 Or, as o therwise react, t·mpoverished . 

down, but we will x return and 

u build the waste places; thus 

saith J e -ho lvll,h of h osts , The y 

s hall 2 build, but a I will throw 

down; and b men s hall c all the m 

The border of ca wic k e dness, 

a nd The people against whom 

Je-ho!vah h ath • indignation' for 

ever. 5 And your 11 eyes s hall 

see, and ye s hall say, Je-ho !vll,h 

h 
6 be ' i magnified 7 b eyond the 

bord e r of l;'?!ra-~I. 
6 A k 1 son t honore th hism fa

the r, and an sen ·ant his mas t e r : 

:t Is. 9 :9, 10 
11 Builder, I 

5 :18. 
z Amos 3 :15; 

5:11 : 6 :11. 
a Vengeance of 

God, Gen. 1 : 1. 
b Man.Gen. 

2:7. 
c Sin , Gen. 3 :6. 
d The Wicked, 

Ex. 23:7. 
Anger. Pr. 
15 :1. 

I Is. 34 :5. 10; 
Ez. 35:9; 
Ob. 10. 

5 
D Ey..,,P.._ 

17 :8 . 

h 8~ci~fl~.16 . 
6 Or. i• great. 
i Ps. 35 :27; 

Mic. 5 :4. 

~d>~6~ of 
1 :1. 

7 Or. over. 

MARTI. NOW.; When. OR. We-Truly . 
we, MARTI. OR. bea ten down-de
s troyed , MARTI, OR. NOW. but.-and, 
NOW. return and build-rebuild again, 
MARTI. NOW. was te~ places- ruins, 
MARTI , NOW. thus-so, MARTI. NOW. 
shall-may, Var, JllARTI , OR. border- 6 
land, MARTI, NOW. Vs. 5. your-you r .t Son, Gen. 
own , MARTI , ye-ye yourselves. MAR- 21 :19. 
TI. be magnified beyond-is great over. Duty to 
Ko. Ke. Pu. a mara. ; is grea t beyond, Parents, Pr. 
Ew. H i . MARTI. OR. border--domain, 1 :8. 
NOW. V. 6. bonoreth-would honor, m Father, £x. 
OR . sen ·a nt.-servant 'feareth,' SEPT. 21 :15. 
MARTI. NOW. n Ser vant. Ex . 

Var. ~ead.-Chap_ ~-~V~. ~lt.~At-;g~lo~··~·t-....:2:.:1.::: 2::.. _____ 1 MARTI. NOW. V. 4." or ev 
MARTI. SIEVERS. V. 5. And ... see 
- A gloss. NOW. 

MALACHI.- Malachi means,· · My Messenger," and may 3 :7. W idows- I Tim . 5:3. All Meu- 1 Pet. 2:17. Elders
be the Title of the Book- Mal. l : l ; 3:1. Author is wholly I Tim . 5: 17 . Masters- I Tim. 6 :1. R oly City-Re v. 21 :26. 
unk nown . Held in Honor.-David-ll Sa m . 6 :22; P s . 2 1:5 . Hezekiah 

Time.-\Yhen Offerin gs no t a cceptable- 1:7, 10. Tithes - II Chr. 32:33 . Uncomely Parr. of Body- I Cor. 12:23, 24. 
were not hrought-3:7-10; cf. Neh. 13 :10- 12. An <l Marriage H onor bel1:tltS H ono r- I Sam . 2:30; 15:30 ; Rom. 13:7. 
Laws were ,;olated- 2: 10--16; cf. E zra 9 :2; 10:3. 17, 18. Promotion to Honor.- Balaam- Num . 22: 17, 37; 24:11. 
Perhaps in Time of Ezra and Nehemiah, about 444 e .c., or a J oshua- -Num. 27:20. Israel- Deut. 26:19. Mordecai
little l:iter. E sth . 6:3- 10. Ma n- Ps. 8:5. God's Gift to Solomon-

Styfe.-Teaching by Question and Answer-! :2-4, 6-9; 2: 10, l Ki . 3 :13; 10:23-25. No Power to Enjoy it-Eccl. 6 :2. 
11 , 14- 17; 3 :2, 7-9. 13- IJ . By Accusation-1:7. 8, 12- 14; Righteous are honored.-Ps. 91 :15; 11 2:9; 149:9; Pr. 21:21; 
2:8. 11 . 13. 17; 3:8, 9 , 13- 15. By Exho rt a tion to reform- Rom. 2:7-10; I Pet. 1:7. Apost les-Mt. 19:27, 28. 
1:9; 2: 15; 3: JO. 18 . By Threatening-1 :14; 2:2. 3. 12; 4:1. Honoring false Object&.-Dan . 11 :38. Fleeting Honor-

Leading Sins.-Raorilege- 1:6-14. Viola tion of Marriage Ps . 49:12. 20; Is . 29 :13. False Judgments wanting in-Lev. 
Laws- 2:10-16. Falsehood a nd Oppres• ion-3:5. Refusal of 19:15. Neglect. of H onor- Mt. 13 :57; Mk . 6 :4; John 4:44. 
Tithes-3: 7- 10. Di"eµrd of Gorl- 2: 17; 3 :13-15. Folly outwei1<hs Honor-Pr. 26:8; E ccl. 10:1. 

Leading Promises. - T o send the Messenger of the Cove- Positions of Honor.- Joseph-Gen. 41:41- 43 . Olive-tree 
nan t- 3 : 1- 3; 4:5, 6. T o accept Offerings-3:4 . T o grant - Ju . 9:8. 9 . Ahi, hai - I Chr. 11 :20, 21. Mordecai-Esth . 
Material Blessings- 3:10--1 2. T o gi'•e Vi ctory over Ene- 8:15. Apostles- Mt. 19:27, 28; Mic . 10:37-40. 

ies- 4:2, 3 . To hold the Faithful as God's Own Possession- Seekinit Honor.-Haman- Esth . 5:11, 12. Korab . et c.-
6-1 8. Num . 16:8- lO. Mother of Zebedee's Sons-Mt. 20: 20, 21. 
t HONOR : Belonv:s to Ood.-1 Chr. 16:27; 29:12; Ps . 71 :8; Vessels of Honor.- Rom. 9 :21; I Tb-. 4:4; II Tim. 2:20, 21. 

96:6; 1 0~ : 1 ; 145:5; Is. 43 :20; 58: 13; Dan . 4 :37; Mal. 1:6; John w:l~.::~If."'~::"s Honor.- Pr. 3:16; 8: 18. The Gift of 
8:49; I Ti m . 1:17; Rev . 4:9-11 ; 7: 11 , 12. 

Honoring.- The Son- Mt. 3: 16, 17; Mk. 1:9-11 ; Lu . 3:21. Humility precedes Honor.-Pr. 15:33; 18:12; 22:4; Mt. 
22; John 1:32- 34; 5 :23; Heb. 2:9; 3:3; 5:4 , .5; II Pet. 1:17; 18:2-4; III John 9. 10. 
Rev . 5:12. 13. Father and Mother-Deut. 5:16; Ex. 20:12; I Acts of Honor.-Avoiding Strif&-Pr. 20:3 . Givin g Pref• 
Lev . 19 :3; Mt. 15:4-6; 19 :19; Epb. 6:2. Husbands-Estb . erenc&-Ron1. 12:10. Devotion of Wealth to Jehovah-Pr. 
1:20; E ph . 5:22. 23 . Wi,-es-Eph . 5:25. 28; Col. 3:18; I Pet. 13 :9. 
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BASSO FuNoo is a city in southern 
r Brazil of some 80,000 people, the 

center for a cattle and wheat
producing area, on a pleasant rolling 
plateau at an elevation of 2500 feet. 
There are small industries in the city, 
mostly to supply local needs. Many 
Germans settled in the state, Rio 
Grande do Sul, and some of their 
farming villages, with the church 
steeple prominent, remind one of 
parts of Germanic Europe. With 
favorable soil and good weather, this 
area is one of the more vigorous and 
prosperous states in Brazil. Yet 1972 
brought poor weather for wheat, a 
50% harve.!'t was expected and Passo 
Fundo was looking to harder months 
ahead. 

The United Methodist Church has 
significant roots in the city, with the 
Daniel Betts family having worked 
for years in the churches, and the W. 
R. Schislers long connected with the 
lnstituto Educacional. Missionaries 
and Brazi lian Christians find the her
itage of these earlier couples both rich 
and helpful. Central Methodist is cur
rently served by the Schislers' son, 
Dick, and his wife, Edith. 

Just three blocks from Central 
Methodist Church, is the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral named "Our Lady 
Who Appears." It has historic asso
ciations with some of the medieval 
Catholicism that is being shaken by 
Vatican II renewal, but its Dean, Fr. 
Luiz Serraglio, is sincerely working 
for reform, has simplified decorations 
and is focusing on Jesus Christ as 
Lord. He and Dick are working on a 
number of projects. In February, 
1973, the pastor and officials of Cen
tral Church wrote the diocesan bish
op and through him to Catholics of 
the diocese, expressing deep regret 
and asking forgiveness for acts of 
Protestant vandalism against Catho
lic Churches in Belfast, and inviting 
all to join in prayer for reconciliation 
in Ireland. 

The University of Passo Fundo, be
ing private, has a good range of free
dom and has sought to relate its work 
to needs of the area. Some 3,500 stu
dents are enrolled in its five schools. 
The School of Agronomy is the center 
for basic work in microbiology and 
soil science, with the goal of finding 
ways to double the per-acre produc
tion of wheat. Schools of Dentistry 
and Medicine are preparing needed 
professionals in these fields. 

As the center for cattle, there is 
somethincr of a "gaucho" (Brazilian 

Symbol oF cooperation United MethorJ1st mi s on y Die k ~ch.sler bottorr. 
off1c.•Jte\ with .i Rom.in C atholll prt<>~t t a ,.., dd1n~ .n Pa so Fundo, city in southern 
Brazil ....,hEre Uf)1ted Methodism has ~1gn 1 t1c..arit ruots Pet1tp baller1f)a , some of the 
120 ch /dren in t1ve km de rgJrtens <ind one u erv ~ hoof tarted by the Methodist 
church in Pa,sn Fundo, help Bra 1 "TIE-TT • I riendence Day 



..:ow boy) tradition that is import~nt 
in the area's identity. Last Year, Dick 
Schisler, as chairman of the city's 
committee on Education and Culture, 
had a leading part in initiating the 
first Gaucho Festival and served as 
one of its three presidents. Dick con
sidered this a real channel for service 
and lay witness. Some 40,000 to~sts 
were attracted to this folk festival, 
laying the foundation for a bud~ing 
"industry" which may help alleviate 
some of the unemployment. 

Central Methodist Church 

This church, located at the inter
section of the two main streets, seems 
to hum with activity. It is estimated 
that some 400 persons go in and out 
of the building on a typical day. 
There is child care, with nursery and 
kindergarten; classes in basic educa
tion and special meetings on home 
and family life; mid-week Bible study 
classes; vocational classes through 
which over 2,000 women have lear~ed 
hair-dressing, sewing, flower makmg, 
cooking, macrame, tapestry-making, 
working with leather-all ways to 
supplement family income. 

Over the past few years there has 
been a vigorous and well conceived 
program of evangelism, nurtur~ a~d 
church development. Membership, m
cluding "outpost" chapels, has moved 
from 720 in 1969 to 850 in November 
l972. There are 500 in Sunday 
schools. Sunday morning worship is 
attended by an average of 120 at 
Central, plus numerous other~ in the 
five chapels; the Sunday evenmg ser
vice at Central brings together some 
200-250 worshippers from all 
branches to this downtown church. 

A creative approach to evangelism 
is seen in their "Festival of Faith." 
Banners, ads, radio announcements, 
fliers distributed to homes announced 
the event. Simultaneous evangelistic 
missions were conducted in all the 
Methodist churches in the city, using 
drama modern music, banners, 
strings' of lights on the facades of the 
church buildings. During that year 
Central Church had almost 100 addi
tions by profession of faith, and one 
new chapel was built. 

Attention is given to music with 
Edith Schisler assisting here. At pres
ent, five young women are learning to 
play pump organs and to develop the 
musical program of the chapels. The 
young choir director was recently 
sent to a national seminar for training 
in sacred music. 
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Outreach through Chapels 

There are five chapels strategically 
located in communities on the out
skirts of the city. Each has grown out 
of evangelistic efforts of Central 
Church, usually through its laymen. 
There is a lay leader for each ~hapel, 
responsible for overall lead~rsh1p and 
doing much of the pr~a~hmg. E~ch 
chapel has its own bmldmg, se~ting 
100-200, built with funds furmshed 
almost entirely by the people of Cen
tral and of these chapels, with the 
people providing most of the con
struction labor. These lay leaders are 
devoted and able persons, one a 
school principal and one a regist~red 
nurse, both are women; another is a 
business man and another a teacher. 

The chapels are centers for w~r
ship, Bible study, further evangel.1s
tic outreach training in leadership. 
Their joining in the Sunday evening 
worship at Central provides a se?se 
of unity and belonging. In expressmg 
their concern for people, several 
chapels have become the leaven for 
the formation of community coun
cils each then beginning to work on 
problems of that community: 

-At Jeronimo Coelho the people 
petitioned and secured bus s~r
vice and started a community 
football team; 

-At Santa Maria, the people's ef
forts led to the development of a 
day-care center and kindergar
ten· they put up a simple build
ing' so they could get a police 
station wanted for their protec
tion and they got an artesian 
well dug-we saw the drill at 
work-to provide good water. 
The Roman Catholics in this 
council have built a day-care 
center and a community garden 
as their part in a joint plan. 

-At Vera Cruz, the lay leader is 
president of the communi~ coun
cil and was instrumental m get
ting a much needed government 
vocational school built in that 
area. 

Of great significance is the fact th_at 
the Church, beginning with evangelis
tic concern, looked also at the total 
life of the people and helped them 
organize to secure things such as 
transportation, education, protection, 
water recreation that were basic to 
their 'lives. There is a crucial princi
ple here: Jesus Christ ministered to 
the whole man and would have his 
Church share this same concern. 

When the Church shares this love, 
its message of the Good News of sal
vation can be more readily grasped, 
because the hearer knows it comes 
from someone who genuinely cares 
for him; who takes him as he is and 
helps him where he hurts. 

The outreach is continuing and ex
panding: In May 1973 came this 
word: 
-In the Barrio San Jose area, one of 

the most needy with 80% unemploy
ment chronic undernourishment, 
and '8% of the children mentally 
handicapped, Central Church is or
ganizing another chapel wJ"iich will 
be built with the materials from the 
old church building. The Social Ac
tion Committee challenged 20 
couples to begin a day nursery be
side the chapel, and response has 
been most gratifying. Other activi
ties will develop: A planned par
enthood clinic, courses in hygiene 
and other services. 

-In the village of St. Anthony of the 
Little Pines, contact was estab
lished through the radio program 
of Central Church. One family, 
deeply moved by these service~, i?
vited friends to join in worship m 
1971. Soon it was learned that no 
medical services were available, 
and the church provided guidance 
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Over the past few years there 
has been a vigorous program 

of evangelism, nurture and church 
development ; church member

ship and attendance have grown . 
Dick Schisler baptizes new 

Christian (below, right) . 
Parishioners built the chapel, 

(right) newest of seven Methodist 
churches in the city . Edith 

Schisler (opposite page) embraces 
one of her church school 

pupt!s . Ned and Beverly Walter, 
(below) teach in Methodist 

schools in Passo Fundo . 

and a beginning, so that now a clin
ic is available. There is no chapel, 
but as Dick says, "We gather on a 
knoll where trees have been cut 
and turned into benches in the 
shade of the remaining trees. From 
120-250 may come when I preach. 
The people meet regularly, in 
smaller numbers under the local lay 
leader." 

Overall Nurture and Lay Leadership 

There is continuous nurture 
through worship , Bible study, special 
classes, retreats and other activities. 
The members of the church are divid
ed into eight areas, each with a lay 
leader to keep in touch with them. 
These eight lay men and women, with 
the five lay leaders from the chapels, 
constitute with the pastor, the Com
mittee on Evangelism. Edith Schisler 
is one of these lay leaders, visits her 
"members" regularly and aids them 
in many ways. 
Concern~d for youth, the Passo 

Fundo Methodists have for some 20 
years been providing a constructive 
alternative for "Carnival", the five-day 
folk festival before Ash Wednesday 
when work is suspended and every
thing goes. Under the musical gaiety 
of Carnival there is much coarseness, 
drinking and carousing. The alterna
tive: A well planned spiritual retreat 

at the youth camp that can accommo
date up to 120 young people. Many 
persons in Passo Fundo contribute 
food and express appreciation for 
what Central is doing for its youth. 

Lay men and women fill other im
portant functions in the life of the 
church. We sat in on part of a meet
ing of the building committee. The 
question : how to plan for a new plant 
-to renovate or rebuild, in light of 
the changing needs and the increas
ing noise for a sanctuary located on 
the busiest corner in the city. There 
was serious discussion and participa
tion. An architect, member of the 
church, proposed plans with draw
ings. A builder, also of the church, 
spoke of costs. A banker, not a mem
ber of the church, but friendly to it, 
spoke of what it would mean to bor
row funds ( 2% a month was the best 
he could work out). Many joined in : 
should they move the sanctuary and 
turn it around for greater quietness? 
Should they prepare shops on the 
street to serve as a buffer for noise to 
provide income needed to amortize 
the loan? Here were concerned and 
able men and women grappling with 
a real problem while their pastor sat 
with them, knowing it was their 
church and their problem, even while 
he was deeply concerned. 

By mid-May, 1973 the new sane-

tuary had become a thing of beauty. 
Bishop Sady recently visited Passo 
Fundo, preached the last sermon in 
the old church, led the processional 
out of the building with a full congre
gation singing "The Church's One 
Foundation." As they "spilled out over 
the st reet" he locked the old doors 
and gave the key to the chairman of 
the building committee. The Bishop 
is expected back in August for the 
rededication of the sanctuary, plus 
some additions to chapels and the 
"Grandmothers Home." 

Other Community Outreach 
and Service 

The Commission on Social Action 
has sought to keep abreast of local, 
national and world developments, to 
educate the people of the church and 
in appropriate ways to express their 
convictions: 

- A letter was sent to the Soviet 
Ambassador, following consultation 
with Dick and a sermon by him on 
the subject, protesting treatment of 
Jews in the U.S.S.R. 

-The Commission wrote the Gov
ernor of the state, expressing regret 
that he had made a pilgrimage to a 
Catholic shrine, a symbol of the old
style idolatrous practices that are 
now being rejected by Catholics 
themselves. 

-Appreciation was expressed to 
the Superior Military Tribunal for 
sparing the life of a condemned guer
rilla- the usual sentence is death. 

There were striking developments 
preceding local elections held all 
over Brazil on November 15. Earlier 
in the year, Dick had led a seminar, 
made up of the graduating class of 
the Methodist school, Instituto Edu
cacional, in a course on morals and 
civics. As one project, each student 
prepared a statement, "If I were 
elected mayor, I would .. . "Many of 
the ideas of the students seemed so 
good that in June 1972 Dick pub
lished a resume in the local paper, 
just as the actual candidates for the 
mayoral election were being chosen. 
Then in early November, Central 
Church arranged an open meeting, 
the first of its kind in the city, in 
which the four candidates for mayor 
presented their platforms and an
swered questions. Practically all men
tioned ideas proposed by the stu
dents, and one of them stated exactly 
what one student had outlined : "If 
I were mayor, I would divide the 
city into districts, have a citizens' 

[397] 33 



council formed for each, and periodi
cally invite leaders from these coun
cils to come together and let us know 
what the people need and want." 

Dick is a skilled and experienced 
journalist, born in Brazil and edu
cated there through high school, and 
has excellent command of Portuguese. 
He gets a great deal of coverage for 
the work of the church in the two 
local papers and three radio stations; 
he also has a column in one paper 
in which he analyzes community af
fairs , called "Positive and Negative." 
One of the church members as a hob
by and a service to the church has 
kept a scrapbook of such clippings. 
Here are some of the headlines in a 
rapid turning of pages : 
- "Church Provides Artesian Well to 

Help Meet Drought in Croata" 
(town in Northeast Brazil) 

- "Television: Friend, Enemy or 
Both"- sermon preached when TV 
came to Passo Fundo. 

- "The Smile of a Grandmother and 
the Cry of a Child on the Stone" 

-placing a comer stone for a day
care center. 

- "Rev. Schisler explains why he can
not run for vice-mayor." 

- "How Passo Fundo Can Industrial
ize"-a column telling how a family 
started a door and window-frame 
factory. 
From time to time groups come to

gether around some serious concern. 
There have been several successful 
"How-to-Stop-Smoking" Courses. Each 
is an intensive five-day experience led 
by Dick and using group dynamics 
methods. Thus far, 120 persons have 
taken part, most of them freeing 
themselves from this habit. Here 
again people learn that this church 
cares, and that the liberation some 
experience from smoking might well 
point to the fuller liberation men and 
women find in Christ. 

Out of concern for the elderly, the 
women of the church have created 
the "Grandmothers Home," a pleas
ant haven for some 15 women. 

Edith and their two teen-age 
daughters, now in the U.S., have 
taught English classes and tutored, as 
a form of service, a means of fellow
ship and channel for Christian wit
ness. 

Witness through School and 
University 

Ned and Beverly Walter came to 
Brazil in 1958 and, since language 
study, have been associated with the 
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"lnstituto Educacional" of Passo Fun
do, a Methodist elementary and high 
school with standards that equip the 
graduate for university admission. 
Ned had been a chemical engineer. 
Answering with Bev a deep call to 
mission, he secured additional prep
aration and shifted to science edu
cation. For these years he has taught 
science and math and Bev has taught 
math at the Instituto. They have had 
the satisfaction of seeing numbers of 
their former students become pre
pared for effective teaching. Thus 
both Ned and Bev have moved out 
of this type of teaching, with Brazil
ians taking their places. 

Ned is now director of the secon
dary school, working under a Brazil
ian overall director for the Instituto. 
He is also serving as "Pedagogical 
Counselor" working with teachers in 
planning curriculum and teaching. 
Bev works as counselor for students. 
Between them they cover a wide 
range of student needs and interests, 
Bev focusing more an educational 
counseling, Ned on general and dis
ciplinary matters. 

They have both become related to 
the University of Passo Fundo. Ned 
is a member of their Institute of Exact 
Sciences, a faculty group for planning 
and work in this field. He is teaching 
a course to medical and dental stu
dents on bio-statistics. Bev has taught 
analytical geometry and began in 
March 1972 teaching a course 
in higher mathematics. 

Looking Ahead in Education 

Educators cannot be certain what 
lies ahead for the schools. The Brazil
ian government is requiring that all 
secondary schools have departments 
of technical vocational education. 
Ned is involved in planning 
with other members of the faculty. 
They are seriously considering the 
preparation of ( 1) para-medical per
sonnel so urgently needed in Brazil 
today, and ( 2 ) practical surveyors, 
persons with the rudiments of civil 
engineering who can work as techni
cians. Courses would be so prepared 
that graduates could go on to univer
sity, the first group in medical school, 
the second in engineering. 

Through wide cont<cts in second
ary and higher education in Passo 
Fundo, Ned and Bev are working for 
more effective education and exerting 
a strong Christian influence among 
both faculty and students. Their con
cern for the individual communicates 

a real sense of caring, backed by 
helpful skills. Much of this witness 
is indirect, but its impact is felt by 
many. 

Witness as Families 

Both couples see the home as an 
important center for living and as an 
expression of witness. 

The Schislers live in an apartment 
which is part of the Central Church 
building. The atmosphere is warm 
and hospitable, so that church people 
as well as friends of their teenagers 
-two boys now at home-frequent
ly drop in. Both Dick and Edith are 
available and open to others and they 
feel these contacts are an important 
part of their total ministry. Edith says, 
"I feel the Christian home is one of 
the greatest witnesses we can make." 

Over the years the Walters have 
opened their home to students, and 
it is quite a gathering place for those 
in the Instituto. There are fewer con
tacts of this kind with the University, 
but they are hoping for more fellow
ship as contacts are extended and de
veloped. They have also "adopted" 
three Brazilian daughters , who have 
been able to live in their home while 
carrying on education. They have 
seen each one develop in very grati
fying ways. 

The sons and daughters of 
the Schislers and of the Walters are 
either attending Instituto Educacional 
or have graduated from that school, 
as did Dick Schisler himself. Here is 
a true mark of identification with cul
ture and people-the children seem 
happy and parents are proud of the 
education and Christian development 
coming to each one. 

The Long View 

Both couples are much challenged 
by the future. They are aware of 
many problems in national and local 
life and in the missionary's relation
ship to Brazilian church and educa
tion. They seem happy and fulfilled 
in their present work and relation
ships. They are looking ahead with a 
combination of flexibility and confi
dence, believing that they can adapt 
to many changes and that skills and 
ways of relating which they have de
veloped will continue to be needed by 
the Church and by the larger com
munity in Brazil. • 

M. 0 . Williams is known to mission
aries the world around. He was for many 
years Secretary of Missionary Personnel 
for the United Methodist Church. 

~ 
D 
pa 
thi 
fos 
the 
eac 
19i 
ing 
car 
Par 
hon 
blac 
War 
of c 



CROSSI G TH-€ 
COLOR LINE: 

T HOUSANDS ARE HOMELESS. 
Denied childhood joys and without 
parental love and care, they spend 
their young lives in institutions or 
foster homes. Two hundred and fifty 
thousand unwanted babies are born 
each year in the United States and 
1971 saw two-thirds of them await
ing adoption . Although Negroes 
constitute but 11 percent of our 
population , a large segment of the 
homeless are 
black un-
wanted because ,, 
of color. ) 

Ray Pomplun 

A national tragedy. Not caused by 
wa r o r disaster, this homeless flock 
results from births out of wedlock, 
child abandonment and release for 
adopt ion by natural parents. Welfare 
bureaus and agencies aren ' t able to 
place these you ngsters in adopt ive 
homes, and until we consider pa
rental love and guidance, rather than 
material standards, as the prime 
requisite for adoption, the number 

-'-

of homeless chi l
dren will grow. 
But the last dec
ade produced a 
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glimmer of hope, ca used by increas
ing numbers of w hite parents adop t
ing Negro children. This practice, 
labeled counter to the chi ld 's wel
fare by a la rge pa rt of the bl ack 
community and many w hi tes, is hav
ing a dual effect. 

Ra cia l pri de of bl acks, w ishing to 
care for their own, ca used th e num
ber of Negro adop ti on appli ca nts to 
climb. This, in conj unction w ith re
laxed adopt ion requirements, could 
cause a dramatic redu ction in chil 
dren awaiting homes . A survey by 
Opportu nity, a child 's aid socie ty of 
Portla nd, O regon, indi ca ted a f ive 
per cent jump in bl ack-to-bl ack 
adoptions in 1971, but du ri ng this 
same peri od, t rans-racial p lacements 
were increasi ng nine percent. In
conceivab le a decade ago, one-third 
of the Negro chi ldren adopted dur
ing th e pas t yea r were placed w ith 
w hi te fa mili es. 

In 1971, 150,000 ch i ldren, ignored 
becau se o f race or handicaps, w ere 
homeless, and of those cast asi de 
because of co lo r, most w ere bl ack. 
In New Yo rk City, Negro child ren 
accounting for 10 percent o f the 
adoptions, made up four-fi f ths of 
those in institutional homes. Thi s 
fl ood of d isplaced children conce rns 
child we lfa re burea us, but programs 
used by agencies to attract Negro 
fa m il ies haven' t been effecti ve. Sue-

cess of Canadian agencies placing 
black ch ildren in w hite homes 
ca used a relaxing of our vi ews on 
trans-racial adoption and thi s prac
ti ce has shown resul ts . 

W hi te parents adopti ng black 
chi ld ren is the result o f three 
changes. A re laxed view on abortion , 
increased use of the pill , and unmar
ri ed mo th ers keeping their offspring, 
are causi ng w hite children to afl but 
di sappear from the adoption market. 
Seei ng parenthood as a j ob and not 
production alone, many young 
w hites view black as a culture, not 
a co lor, and are unw illing to separate 
Negro children because o f past 
racia l be liefs. 

Th e Child W elfare League of 
America is conductin g a study o f 
trans-racial adoption problems. Thi s 
venture condu cted in five areas o f 
concentrated b lack populati on will 
dete rm ine th e effects of such pl ace
ments on Negro children. Youngsters 
inte rviewed will range in age from 
six to ado lescence. Before starting 
the study, Docto r Lu cill e Grow, Proj
ec t Manager, contacted numerou s 
bl ack populati on centers and reports 
less trans- racial placement occurring 
since Negro appli ca nts are now 
ava il abl e. Docto r W alter Heath, Los 
A nge les County We lfa re D irector, 
describes a similar trend, w ith black 
fam ili es applying fo r adopti on pro-

Changes in racial attitudes and the scarcity of healthy white babies available for adop
tion have fed to a marked increase in the numher o; adoptions across color lines 

portionally outnumbering whites. In 
the same vein, Windham Agency in 
New York pictures the adoption 
field as " nearly an all-black busi
ness." 

What About Attitudes? 

Attitude change toward trans
racial adoption is recent, and early 
1972 saw the last State statute pro
hibiting the practice struck down by 
a Federal court. Public disapproval 
continues, however. Are the couples 
who flout public opinion different? 
Only in their views on racial dis
crimination . Between the ages of 25 
and 35, with children of their own, 
most coupl es don ' t consider cross
color adoption special nor do they 
expect prai se for their action . 
Neither do they have ready answers 
for future problems they are sure 
will ari se, but all couples possess 
one common characteristic, namely, 
w ith love and compassion for all 
children , they meet difficulties as 
they come. A large percentage are 
college graduates or professional 
people, with church affiliation play
ing a minor role . 

Th e Duane Emerys of Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, adopted a Negro 
baby girl in 1970. Now two years 
o ld , the impish and happy Joelle fits 
perfectly in the family and is a posi
tive addition to the neighborhood. 
Although relatives and friends 
looked askance in the beginning, 
they now realize color isn' t impor
tant. " We' re a very ordinary family," 
Mrs. Emery says, " owing much to 
our daughter who returns the love 
she receives ." 

Th e Asian adage, " A child isn' t 
loved for himself alone, but as a 
symbol of hope for family and na
tion ," is gaining importance, and the 
call , " A home for the homeless" is 
being replaced by " A child for the 
childless." But parents with only 
intellectual or selfish motives must 
be screened from the adoption 
process . It's important that parents 
accept the child 's background as 
their own, and if this is alien to their 
beliefs, the child suffers. This gives 
credence to the Negro's argument 
that white families with black chil
dren are no longer white, and the 
greatest disservice parents can give 
a Negro child is in passing his color 
off as " a deep suntan" or with the 
comment, " He's getting lighter all 
the time." 

Changing stress in the adoption 
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. 
process, from material values to 
parental love and understanding, is 
responsible for increased black-to
black placements. But this change, 
pl us the new outlook on trans-racial 
adoption, has caused a greater in
crease in black-to-white placements. 
Doctor James Curtis, Negro psychi
atri st from Corne ll University, favo rs 
them. " If w hite couples have the 
capacity and desire, it's sou nd in 
every way," he maintains. 

Increased placement of minority 
ch ildren in adoptive homes over the 
past three years is encouraging, but 
realizing the staggeri ng number of 
chi ldren awaiti ng homes, unwanted 
because of co lor and physical or 
mental handicaps, we can envisage 
the tremendous task before child 
welfare bureaus. Although complete 
statistics are sca rce, Opportunity's 
survey shows Negro adoptions in
creasing 100 percent in three yea rs. 
This represents a far greater growth 
than in the total minority fie ld , but 
is a small percentage of the home
less b lack chi ldren . Clarence Fischer, 
Director of Social Services, Chil 
dren 's Friend Society of Michigan, 
admits making occasional trans
racial placements prior to 1970. Re
ceiving a grant the previous yea r to 
start a program ca ll ed Homes for 
Black Children , he's currentl y in the 
process of maki ng a sepa rate black 
agency. Since its inception, 146 
Negro chi ldren were placed in black 
homes. " I expect an amp le supp ly of 
Negro fami li es in the near future," 
he said, " but this wil l be true only 
if we are willing to design a program 
and a process that reaches out to the 
black community." Mr. Fi scher is 
Black. 

Opposition Noted 

Large numbers of Bl acks and 
whites are against trans-racial adop
tion , and the on ly area w here a trace 
of agreement exists appears when 
the ch ild is of mixed parentage. 
Militant Blacks disagree, claiming 
" One drop of black blood makes a 
chi Id black." The large percentage 
of white; approvi ng adoption in this 
instance may be misleading si nce it's 
fashionable to hold libera l ideas, but 
the closer it gets to home the more 
negative the attitude becomes. 
Black disapprova l is based upon the 
loss of identity. White parents can ' t 
provide a black experience, they 
argue, therefore the child matures 
resenting his race. The family's inten-

tion may be good and the child is 
accepted in the home but society 
rejects him when he ventures out
si de. " What about schools, neigh
bors and socia l functions?" they 
challenge. Concerned with adoles
cence, they label these adoptions 
" social genocide." Questioning the 
mot ives of white parents, they ac
cuse them of being impelled by 
socia l guilt o r pi cturing themselves 
model liberals out to save black 
chi ldren. Indignation culminates 
with their belief that an institutional 
home is preferred to trans-racial 
placement. 

In the socia l field, disapproving 
black wo rkers follow the reasoning 
of militants, but stop short of con
demning trans-racia l homes as being 
in fe ri or to institutions. A minority 
believe otherwise, claiming institu
tional homes condition the child to 
compete in a racist society. Audrey 
Russell , President of the Alliance of 
Black Social Workers of Philadel
phia, labeled tran s-racia l adoptions 
a " biological trick" aimed at diluting 
the black race. In bitter terms, 
Virginia Scott, Atlanta University, 
castigated the practice in a letter to 
the Atlanta Journal in January, 1972. 
" Black America wants to control its 
destiny," she argues, " and we must 
claim our rightful heirs." " Would 
you place a white child with Negro 
parents?" she challenged. If we 
hesitate with a positive answer, our 
changi ng outlook on trans-racial 
placements is a one-way street. 

Are Negroes less interested in 
adoption than whites? " Quite the 
contrary," says Mr. Fischer of the 
Children 's Friend Society. " White 
controll ed agencies don' t rel ate to 
Blacks. While arrangements are 
usually informal," he added, " Ne
groes have always adopted at a 
higher rate." Their failure to lega lize 
adoptions is rooted in their susp icion 
of agencies, and fear of signing 
papers holding them to obligations 
they ca n' t meet. 

A recent study conducted by 
George Washington University at
tempts to pinpoint better methods 
of locating homes for Black children . 
Those interviewed were members of 
social agencies, adoptive parents 
and community representatives from 
five centers of Negro population . 
Seventy-five percent of the re
spondents were Black. During this 
study no topic aroused stronger feel
ings than cross-color adoption . Al-

though opin ions varied, those 
expressing disapproval were more 
vocal. Arguments against centered 
on the white parent's inabil ity to 
fu rni sh identity. Others saw a bene
fit if the chi ld 's parentage was 
mixed, but a minority demanded a 
stop to the practice. Those express
ing approval based op inions on the 
child 's ri ght to a good home. Main
taining that acceptab le white 
fa milies were preferred to sub
standard Black, they insist the child 's 
problems would mount if he re
mained in the Black community. 
Viewi ng trans-racial families as 
pioneers, they see these adoptions 
comp lete ly accepted within the near 
future. 

Many respondents accused 
agencies of laxity in effo rts to reach 
Black families, and a minority of 
socia l workers admitted concentra 
ti on on finding w hite couples at the 
expense of Negro appli cants. Suspi
cious of the volumi nous red tape 
and the extended waiti ng periods, 
Blacks ignore adoption or drop out 
before the process is complete. 

While society argues the debits 
and credits of trans-racial adoptions, 
children suffer. These placements 
are a partial answer to the prob lem 
of homeless Negro children, but not 
a complete so lution . Responsibi lity 
rests with both the races and 
system. When we identify ourselves 
as members of the human family 
rather than flaunting false pride of 
ski n co lor, then much can be done 
toward solving al l racial problems. 
Since it's apparent what Black 
agencies can do in relating to their 
own, white adoption centers must 
change their unrealistic approach. 
Material standard s, which now ex
clude most the Black community, 
must be relaxed and the qual ities of 
good parenthood substituted. Agen
cies similar to Home For Black Chil
dren must be established and staffed 
with personnel able to relate to Ne
gro applicants. 

Homeless children enter the 
wo rld under a shadow-some un
wanted even before birth . Many, we 
cal l illegitimate. Innocent, they suf
fer for a sin they didn' t commit and 
the illegiti macy is the environment 
in w hich they' re born . At birth chi l
dren are entitl ed to opportunities 
and joys of life and to deny these 
things because of color is a moral 
si n. • 
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OMMUNICATIONS IS A CENTRAL SUB

J ECT of the missionary enterprise 
of the Church. It takes study, 

research and imagination to cross the 
cultural, religious, social and racial 
barriers man has erected. 

The words are those of Dr. Jan 
Slomp, a Dutch theologian on the 
staff of the Christian Study Centre in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan. The Centre is 
one of about 20 such institutes whose 
primary purpose is to increase under
standing among religions. Others 
are located in Singapore (Chinese 
culture and Islam emphases) , Cey Ion 
(Buddhism) , north and south India 
(Hinduism) , Nigeria, Japan and 
other places. 

In a mid-1972 meeting (sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches) 
in Lebanon between Muslim and 

Christian leaders, the group said that 
it met " . . . . . because we accept that 
dialogue is not an attempt to suppress 
differences but to explore them frank
ly and self-critically. Rather than be
ing satisfied with a lowest common 
denominator, we faced up to some
times poignant points of tension." 

That may all sound very remote 
and somewhat academic to an 
American living in a nation where 
most of his friends are Christians. But 
it is something quite different to a 
Christian living in a country like Pak
istan where about 97 percent of the 
57 million citizens are Muslims, it
self a strong missionary religion. Not 
much more than a million people in 
Pakistan are Christians, and most of 
them come from the lowest classes. 
They have great insecurity and many 
feel that they are totally discriminated 
against because they are different. 

This has been intensified in 1973 
because Pakistan as a country has 
gone through a difficult year recover
ing from its loss of the war with India 
in late 1971, with 75 million of its 
people pulling out to form Bangla
desh. And in August, 1972, Christians 
were disturbed when their schools
their one way of improving their lot in 
the society-were nationalized, and 
stunned when a peaceful march to 
President Z.A. Bhutto's home was 
fired upon, killing several, wounding 
hundreds. 

Coming to grips, then, with the 
religious faith of the majority in a 
nation founded as an Islamic state is 
far from an intellectual exercise. It is 
the core of faith, the beginning of 
understanding. 

The Christian Study Centre is di
rected by Dr. M.A.Q. Daskawie, a 
highly respected churchman who was 
once president of Gordon College, a 
Christian school among those recently 
nationalized. The staff includes sever
al other Pakistanis, Jan Slomp, Seppo 
Syrjanen from Finland, and two 
Americans: Dr. Bryon L. Haines, with 
a doctorate in Biblical studies, and 
Dr. Dudley Woodberry, with a Ph.D. 
in Islamic studies. Woodberry is a 
missionary of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 

The Centre publishes a journal in 
English and Urdu, Pakistan's national 
language; after the events of national
ization, an article in al mushir (The 
Counselor) urged Christians not to 
isolate themselves. "Ours is a service 
of reconciliation . ... The need for 
dialogue in order to remove misun
derstanding between the Christian 
and Muslim communities, and to pro
mote a spirit of tolerance of free in
quiry, is today more vital than ever." 

Dr. Woodberry feels that the work 
of the Centre, while scholarly, has 
growing relevance to schools, mission 
efforts and pastors. "All of us on the 
staff regularly speak to seminaries, 
Bible Schools, conventions, pastors' 
conferences and church groups. The 
more we understand each other, the 
less we shall fear each other:" 

A very fine library on Islam and 
Christianity is receiving wide use by 
both Muslims and Christians. And 
Woodberry is happy that the contact 
between Muslim and Christian schol
ars is growing. 'We have standing 

invitations to lecture anytime at the 
nearby Islamic Research Institute." 

One very practical result of this in
teraction : recently a number of Rom
an Catholic and Protestant scholars 
in Karachi and at the Centre cooper
ated to prepare a "Dictionary of Urdu 
Christian Terms." A Muslim scholar 
worked with the translators to help 
them avoid using terms which would 
be understood only within the Chris
tian community. Catholics are not 
formally part of the centre but work 
closely with it. 

"It has been useful for us to explore 
together different understandings of 
what our faiths mean," Woodberry 
points out. "For example both are 
missionary religions; we start with 
that. Sometimes things seem quite 
similar on the surface but differences 

H.ghly respected churchman Dr MA Q 
Da~kaw•e, right, dirFcts Chmt1an 'itudy 
Centre Dr Dudley Woodberry, /slam•c 
~cholar, is a staff member 

lie beneath. Muslims are looking for 
right guidance; if a Muslim under
stands what is right, he feels he can 
do what is right. We explain that 
Christians say with Paul , the good 
that I know I cannot do. Salvation to 
us is deliverance from just this hu
man limitation." 

The role of a minority Christian 
community in a nation torn by ten
sions, economic malaise, and self
doubt is not easy. But the presence 
of such places as Rawalpindi's Study 
Centre should take the level of un
derstanding and communication of 
each other's faith to a plateau where 
hostility is diminished. 

One can witness to one's faith with
out demeaning the belief of another. 
If that were not so, then there would 
be little hope for the Christian church 
in many nations of Asia where his
toric religions are very strong. • 
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THE 1970 CENSUS showed that 
the 65-and-older generation is the 
fastest growing minority group in the 
U.S. More than twenty million per
sons in this country are over 65-
which means that one out of every 
ten citizens is a senior citizen . 

Nation's Business (published by 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce) 
said in November 1971 that govern
ment is reacting to the needs of this 
growing group because politicians 
know one out of every seven 
eligible voters is over 65 . The busi
ness sector is making itself aware of 
older people's product and service 
needs because of the sixty billion 
dollar annual buying power of 
senior citizens. Because of better 
health care and related factors, 
we' re living longer. One-and-a-half 
million persons turn sixty-five each 
year in the U.S., and nearly everyone 
is trying to cash in on these people. 

The statement of issues for the 
1971 White House Conference on 
Aging said that " ... in their con
ventionalized activities to meet 
man 's needs for spiritual well-being, 
most churches have done little 
specifically to confront the unique 
needs of the aging . . . . " 

What are these unique needs? 
How are they being neglected-and 
more importantly, how are they be
ing met? 

Like everyone, older persons' 
spiritual needs are not met solely 
within the context of the organized 
church, though the setting may be 
church-related. Social groups play a 
major role in meeting spiritual re
quirements. Aging has often come 
to mean withdrawal. Physical abili
ties decline with age, idleness is 
imposed by compulsory retirement, 
authority over one's family dimin
ishes as they become independent, 
friends and family die and income is 
reduced. This, combined with the 
lack of clearly defined roles for 
older persons, can magnify the prob
lems of aging. 

Aging can create fears about 
finances, housing, health, useless
ness, loss of social contacts and 
death. Authorities are beginning to 
think that these are prime causes of 
what we now term senility. A goal 
of churches has been to help all 
people face fears by providing them 
with comfort, hope, assurance, love 
and other supports. The willing ear 
of friends, group activities within a 
warm fellowship, the security of a 
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right relationship with God and 
man, reminiscing and other social 
interaction can especially help to re
lieve anxieties of the elderly. 

Age-related losses and stresses 
may require a person to formulate 
a new life philosophy. " Who am 
I?" " Why am I here?" and " Where 
am I going?" are questions again to 
be faced . Older people search for 
answers in the past through rem
iniscing, and they need positive 
support now on the meaning of life. 

Following the first White House 
Conference on Aging in 1960, the 
General Conference of the Method
ist Church directed the Board of 
Hospitals and Homes and the Board 
of Christian Social Concerns to make 
an " arm chair" study of Methodism's 
ministries to the aging and to make 
appropriate recommendations. The 
study report called for a new per
spective which would see the aging 
as 

-one of the constituents to 
whom every Methodist agency 
should minister. 

-A person . . . older, yes, but 

by Mike LeFan 

first a person whom God loves. 
-An individual who doesn't fit 

a stereotype-with social , spiritual 
and emotional needs as well as 
physical and financial needs. 

-One who needs to remain in
volved and related to his commun
ity, his family and his fr iends and 
whose greatest hardship can be 
isolation and loneliness. 

-A person with a con tinuing 
potential for growth of the mind, 
spirit and service. 

-An individual who looks for
ward to a new life. 

-A person with a need for a re
lationship with Christ and his 
church . 

Seen from the church 's viewpoint, 
the ministry to the aging shou ld 
focus on (1) Spiritual needs; (2) Vo
cational needs; (3) Educational 
needs; (4) Health and housing 
needs, and (5) Social needs. 

The church 's ministry should help 
the older person to find God valid 
and near. The goal of a church's 
ministry to older members should be 
to replace and supplement social 
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and family relationships. As the 1971 
White House conference pointed 
out, most churches have done little 
specifically for the elderly. However, 
organized religion is showing a 
growing concern for older persons, 
and this is gratifying. Churches have 
led the way in establishing high 
quality homes for the aged, but until 
now there has been little effort to 
establish ministries for keeping older 
peop le active in the church and 
community. This is at last beginning 
to change. 

Some recent efforts go beyond 
the traditional role of providing 
homes for the aged. The XYZ (Xtra 
Years of Zest) Club and the Day 
Center of the First United Method
ist Church in Baton Rouge, La ., were 
started in 1956 as a response to the 
drop-out rate of older adults in the 
church. From the first meeting in a 
basement ("Not an ideal p lace .. . ," 
said the director) to the beautiful 
building which it moved into in 
1963, the XYZ Club has grown 
steadily. The program began with an 
hour-and-a-half meeting once a 
month, but it now conducts sessions 
five days a week. 

" We don't try to have an 'order' 
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to our classes in which everyone 
does a certain thing at a given time," 
said Mrs. Flora Galloway, XYZ 
Director. " Everyone is allowed to 
work at his own pace and is en
couraged to be his own creative 
best. We do, however, divide up the 
type of workdays in order to have 
the volunteer staff available at the 
time they're most needed." 

The history of the XYZ Club and 
the Day Center points out the re
quirements for any successful 
church service to older persons. 
First came the recognition of need 
and an on-going search for ways to 
meet those needs. Second was the 
conviction of Dr. Dana Dawson, 
First United Methodist pastor, that 
the church has a responsi b ility to 
o lder people. Third was the tangible 
support of the church's official 
board and related comm 1ss1ons. 
Fourth was the dedication of Mrs. 
Galloway and other workers. 

The weekly schedule of the Baton 
Rouge program is varied . There are 
two ceramics classes, one for be
ginners and one for more advanced 
students. Tuesday is men's day, of
fering a chance for older men to 
visit, drink coffee, eat hot rolls and 

engage in a favorite game or hobby. 
Other activities include weaving 
classes, painting lessons, a quilting 
day and a monthly luncheon. 

The group attends concerts, in
vites guest speakers and enter
tainers, and they go on varied field 
trips, tours and picnics. Special 
events include the Annual Family 
Night Dinner and Hobby Show, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners 
and a Christmas Bazaar. 

The older people themselves con
tribute their services by visiting the 
homebound, sending get-well cards, 
making Easter baskets for nursing 
homes, telephoning for the church, 
repairing choir robes and making 
children 's clothes for Christmas 
baskets. 

" The aim of the XYZ Program," 
sa id Mrs. Galloway, "is to provide 
love, understanding, companionship 
and a sense of belonging. It gives 
an opportunity for self-expression 
through productive and creative 
activity, and it gives each older adult 
the satisfying experience of feeling 
needed, of being useful and of hav
ing an important place of service 
among his fellows." 

Another meaningful ministry is 
the School of Continuing Education 
(SCE) for senior adults at St. Luke's 
United Methodist Church in Okla
homa City. Like the Baton Rouge 
project, the school did not sudden ly 
sp ring forth full grown. It emerged 
from the planning and labor of 
Joseph T. Shackford, associate pas
tor and school director. 

" The fact that our enrollment over 
the years has increased from 135 on 
opening day to the 1,086 who en
rolled during our September-De
cember 1972 semester indi ca tes the 
success of this program," said Mr. 
Shackford . " We've progressed from 
a ten-course curriculum to more 
than sixty courses now in our tenth 
year of operation ." 

SCE students represent a cross 
sect ion of the city's elderly. There 
are men and women of practically 
all local religions and at least three 
races. Over half of the students and 
volunteer instructors are not mem
bers of St. Luke's. 

Semesters run from September to 
December and from January to May. 
A decade of experience has honed 
operating theories. The curriculum 
is constantly reviewed and is flexible 
in order to meet needs as they arise. 
Six to eight classes run simultane-
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ously each "Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. A noon meal, prepared by a 
church kitchen staff and the women 
of the various church circles, is 
served for $1.25. Monthly luncheons 
are a high point for the many older 
persons who live alone. 

The four most popular courses of
fered by the school have been on 
the Bible, investments, travel, and 
world problems. Other classes in
clude Spanish and French, partly to 
stimulate the memory. Piano and 
physical fitness offer fun and exer
cise. Creative writing, painting, 
wood carving, ceramics, knitting, 
photography and lip reading are 
other favorites and indicate the de
sire and ability of older people to 
learn new facts and skills. 

Much of the success of St. Luke's 
school is due to the quality of the 
teaching. Mr. Shackford and his staff 
set high standards for the volunteer 
teachers they wanted to recruit. 
These teachers include bankers, 
businessmen, educators and others 
with a high regard in the com
munity. 

The school 's opening in 1963 
culminated eight months of ground
work by a committee of twenty 
church leaders. After being con
vinced that the need was rea l, the 
committee tested ideas, planned 
courses, recruited teachers and pub
licized the school. The administrative 
staff for the school includes a 
records chairman, classroom co
ordinator, three curriculum as
sistants, registrar, hostess and 
publicity chairman . All are volun
teers, but professional performance 
is demanded. 

St. Luke's School of Continuing 
Education is sponsored by the Com
mission on Christian Social Con
cerns. It's integrated into the overall 
church organization and is strongly 
supported by the pastor and official 
board. 

Each student pays a $4 registration 
fee per semester and purchases hi s 
own classroom materials. Classroom 
space, utilities and secretarial ser
vice are provided by the church. 

" Such a program," said a board 
member, " enhances the growing 
edge of our church . As long as the 
church grows, its income will in
crease more than will the expendi
tures chargeable to the school." 

Mr. Shackford visits the home
bound and institutionalized elderly 
and counsels the troubled. There's 

a Friday Golden Age Club for the 
more aged who are not interested in 
the school. The club offers refresh
ments, devotionals, singing and fe l
lowship. To provide transportation 
to the school , club and regular 
chu rch services, volunteer drivers 
run shuttle busses each Friday and 
Sunday. 

" There ought to be further aware
ness of the need for adequate pro
gramming for older adults and the 
church's role in making the last 
years interesting, happy and mean
ingful ," said Mr. Shackford . " There's 
sti ll much awakening needed by the 
community and the churches to this 
pressing need ." 

Churches are permanent, on
go ing institutions and are in a posi
tion to give long-term service to the 
aging. Like the Baton Rouge and 
Oklahoma City examples, churches 
can stimulate and assist the com
munity in providing needed services. 
People can be helped to build inner 
resources that will give meaning to 
life in the later years. 

In proclaiming May 1973 as Senior 
Citizens Month, President Nixon 
said, "(This) must be a time for 
st ren gthening those bonds which 
will ensure older Americans an ac
tive and honored place in our 
families, our communities and our 
nation." It might be added, ". 
and in our churches as well. " • 

1'vlembers ot XYZ 
c.lub (Extra Years of 
ZesL) of First United 
,\lethod1st Church in 

Baton Rouge, La., 
create arltcles 
for sale at annual 
/Ja?aar which helps 
suprort center for 
ale/er adults (opposite page, lop' 

Contract bndge and other 
reueauonal games are among 
the acltv11tes al St Luke's 
l'n1recJ Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma City (below) Center for 
Conltnwng Educalton offers wide 
1'ar1ely of course' to older adults, 
includtng piano, 1oppos1te page, 
bottom). 
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SINGAPORE ... . . The Christian Con
ference of Asia (CCA) accomplished 
a number of anticipated tasks during 
its fifth assembly in Singapore, June 
6-12. But the assembly surprised 
some observers and delegates by do
ing the unexpected also . 

After two years of prior planning, 
the assembly affirmed a new con
stitution which , among other things, 
brought women, youth and laypeo
ple into a more central rol e in the 
organization . The name was changed 
from the East Asia Christian Confer
ence (EACC)-as it has been known 
since its inception at Prapat (Su
matra), Indonesia in 1957-to the 
CCA, more descriptive of an organi
zation representing 88 churches and 
councils in 16 countries from Paki
stan in the west, Japan in the north
east and New Zealand in the south. 

Unpredictably, however, the 125 
voting delegates elected a new full
time general secretary and two asso
ciate general secretaries. Yap Kim 
Hao, 43, for 61/2 years bishop of the 
Methodist church of Singapore and 
Malaysia, received a majority vote 
for general secretary from the as
sembly over incumbent, U Kyaw 
Than , 49 . 

The Rev. Henry F. J. (Harry) Dan
iel, 48, of the Church of South India 
and currently in charge of Urban 
Industrial Mission for the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), and 
the Rev. Ron O 'Grady, 43, of the 
Associate Churches of Christ (Dis
ciples) in New Zealand , where he 
has been associate general secretary 
of the council of churches, were 
affirmed by the assembly upon nom
ination of the general committee. 

The unanticipated change of lead
ership-no nomination process had 
taken place before the assembly
will not take place officially until 
January 1. Until then Kyaw Than and 
Mr. Matthew Ogawa, a layman ex
pert in audiovisuals for the Japanese 
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church who has been associate gen
era l secretary, are expected to con
tinue to ca rry out the responsibilities 
of the general sec retariat. 

Kyaw Than and Ogawa were hand
picked by the late Dr. D . T. Ni les, 
founding spirit and until his death in 
1970 either general secretary or 
chairman of this Asian ecumenical 
body. Kyaw Than , a Burmese Baptist 
layma n, had served as general sec
retary since 1968 and before that as 
general secretary and organizer of 
the 1957 Prapat meeting. 

Much more could be said about 
the intense interest displayed in the 
Singapore meeti ng over the leader
ship question. The genera l fee ling of 
the voting delegates-who were 
joined by at least as many observers, 
consultants, and friends seemed to 
be that the vote was not directed at 
the current leadership personally. 
But there appeared to be a desire 
for a new approach to the relation
ship among the widely disparate 
Asian churches symbolized by the 
CCA. The vote for general secretary 
was extremely close, at any rate; 
the assembly simply affirmed the 
joint nominations for the associate 
general secretaries. 

While a number of delegates were 
unhappy that the assembly had to 
make a choice between two out
standing men for general secretary, 
others felt that the debate about 
what leadership roles were desired 
was a sign of growing maturity in 
the 16-year-old regional expression 
of Asian Christianity. The CCA, said 
one speaker in the fina l session, has 
become a " healthy, even rebellious, 
adolescent. " 

Dr. Peter Leung, a professor at Sin
gapore's Trinity Theological Semi
nary, wrote in a 1972 doctoral dis
sertation, " The Response of Asian 
Christians and the EACC to the 
Quest of East Asia in the Period , 
1945-68," that the 1957 formation 



of the EACC had given Asian Chri s
tians " for the first time a concrete 
expression of their solidarity and 
unity in mission and service to their 
nations and region as a whole." 

D. T. Niles had talked of its pur
poses to include " .. . building up 
within the life of each church and 
country a group of men and women, 
both older and younger, who are 
willing to probe the frontiers of the 
Christian enterprise." 

With the admission of the 11 ,000-
member Laos Evangelical Church to 
membership during the assembly, 
the CCA now represents some 30-35 
million Christians in 16 Asian coun
tries. 

The new general secretaries, able 
" frontiersmen all," bring a diversified 
wealth of experience to their jobs, 
not least in the CCA's life. Yap and 
O 'Grady were on the executive body 
for the past five years ; Daniel was 
UIM director from 1967-70. Their 
ways of exercising leadership will 
certainly show differences from 
Niles, Kyaw Than, Ogawa and 
others. But they believe equally 
firmly that the CCA has a vital role 
to play in the life of the Asian 
church, a faith expressed in personal 
terms when all three accepted the 
nominations for their new jobs, un
certain when they would begin , 
where they would live and with no 
idea of their salaries. 

Yet it would be misleading to 
imply that the CCA did not transact 
important business for its future . A 
number of directions were defined 
in the three program unit areas : Life 
and Action, especially concerned 
with equipping the laity for their 
participation in the life of the church 
and the world ; Message and Com
munication, where evangelism, 
church unity, theological education , 
and a variety of communication 
tasks were addressed ; and Justice 
and Service, with special emphasis 

on interchurch aid , urban-industrial 
mission (changed in name to urban
rural mission at this assembly), health 
concerns, and international affairs. 

Margaret Bearlin, youthful profes
sor of education in Canberra, Austra
lia, felt it was stimulating and reas
suring to find as diverse a group as 
the CCA agreeing that the goal of 
economic development is social 
justice. " I will remember a long time 
the question raised by Fr. Paul Ver
ghese (of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church , Kerala, India)," she said, 
" about just what IS the good life. 
Goods are not THE good, he said . 
How then do we discover this some
thing else, how do we work toward 
it?" 

The assembly, with the theme 
" Christian Action in the Asian 
Struggle," heard from Dr. Goh Keng 
Swee, Singapore's defense minister 
and deputy prime minister, better 
known for his earlier work as an 
economist serving as minister of 
finance. Goh is given much credit 
for the spectacular economic growth 
-about 15 percent GNP increase in 
each of the past three years-in the 
tiny city-state of 2.3 million peopl e. 

Goh complained of the ignorance, 
suspicion, and lack of social organi
zation which stand in the way of 
Asians, and the techniques and 
knowledge necessary to move the 
hundreds of millions living in pov
erty toward meaningful lives. Some 
participants questioned Goh's impli
cation that Asian values must be 
changed to increase productivity. 

Dr. M . M . Thomas, an Indian lay
man serving as chairman of the 
wee central committee, had given 
quite a different emphasis in his key
note address :" ... the Asian struggle 
in the traditional or modernized sec
tors of Asian society is the struggle 
for social justice, that is, the trans
formation of existing structures of 
state, economic order and society so 
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that the poor and oppressed may 
become full participants in the total 
life of society." 

The new constitution of the CCA 
called for four presidents and a 
treasurer, replacing the former chair
man and co-chairman . One of the 
new presidents, Dr. Won Yong 
Kang, Korean Presbyterian mini ste r, 
said bluntly in an interview : " The 
task of the Asian church now is 
to find out how it can appropriate 
its own heritage. I'm interested in 
the CCA if it can continue to play a 
vital role in bringing us together, 
in our diversity, in our conflicting 
dialogues. I am not interested in 
meetings, resolutions, conferences 
just for the sake of pretending to do 
something. How do we make Christ 
incarnate in a very different cultura l 
context from that of the West? In 
spite of years of working toward 
our own identity as churches, we 
still imitate the structures that were 
given to us. The CCA can be valu
able if it helps the Christian minority 
begin to talk about an authentic 
Asian culture that resists the destruc
tive aspects of industrialization, 
modernization . We just might make 
a valuable contribution to th e world 
as wel l as to the future of the 
church." 

Dr. Peter Leung says in his dis
sertation that the roots of the CCA 
go back to the In ternationa l Mission
ary Conference (IMC) held in Tam
baram, India in 1938. " It was during 
this meeting that a proposal from 
the Chinese and Japanese NCC's 
about the possibility of estab lishing 
an office of the IMC in Asia was 
presented. " 

Leung traces the stru ggle of Asian 
leaders for an Asian organization to 
influence both the IMC and the 
wee, a concept he feels was op
posed by some western ecumenical 
figures. He also states that while the 
organization was born on the basis 
of both a desire for some expression 
of and movement toward unity of 
Christian churches in Asia and the 
be lief that " evange lism understood 
in its traditional sense" was the cen
tral and most urgent task of the 
Asian churches, yet from the 1959 
inaugural assembly in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia , it was clear that not only 
would " the very nature of eva n
gelism itself, and the churches' task 
have to go through a process of re
examination," but the contex t in 
which they lived made social in-
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volvement a central concern " domi
nant from its beginnings at Kuala 
Lumpur." (The EACC was formed in 
Prapat in 1957 but had its inaugural 
assembly in 1959.) 

Dr. Emerito Nacpil , President of 
Union Theological Seminary, the 
Philippines, said in an interview that 
whi le he was preparing fo r his Niles 
Memo ri al Lecture, he reviewed the 
history of the organization. Four 
individuals stand out : D . T. Niles, 
Masao Takenaka of Japan, C. H. 
Hwang (known to many as Shokie 
Coe) of Taiwan and M . M . Thomas 
of India. 

Thomas was asked how he evalu
ated the role and importance of the 
CCA. " In the days of D . T. (Niles) , 
myself, and others," he responded , 
" we were seeking to build up a body 
of ideas for the church to grasp so 
it could participate in the new li fe 

How do we make Christ 
incarnate in a very 

different cultural context 
from that of the west? 

of Asia, to help the ch urches trans
late these ideas into action as far as 
possib le. That period is probably 
past. The problems now are much 
more acute. Things like industrializa
tion , the green revolution , other in
novations of technology, have not 
produced better lives for the bottom 
50 percent of Asian society, rural or 
urban . 

" The CCA might be able to en
courage a new kind of grappling 
with our own rich cul tural and spir
itual her itage. We are not talking 
about turning back ; human need, 
the impact of science and tech
nology will not allow that. But we 
do need to try to exp lore what being 
an indigenous church in this new 
milieu means. 

" Of course, the real difficu lty fac
ing the CCA, the WCC, indeed all 
regional and international groups, is 
how to get to the local leve l where 
the iss ues are lived with every day. 
I don ' t know whether the CCA can 
do this . But the church has an 
enormous task and responsibility 
and the CCA exists to be with , to 
support, to sti mulate the churches 
as they address these possi bi Ii ties. " 

Ms. Jurgette Malonzo, 26, a Fili
pi na and one of the four presidents, 
is concerned that the CCA help the 

churches speak to youth, not just 
those in schools. Japan's Rev. John 
Nakajima, general secretary of the 
counci l of churches and a member 
of the CCA's executive committee, 
seeks help from groups in the rest 
of Asia in challenging Japan with its 
responsibilities as an economic 
power. Bishop John Victor Samuel, 
43, of the Church of Pakistan and 
another president of the CCA, ap
preciates the opportunity for com
munion with Christians from other 
countries as the tiny Christian mi
nority in 97 percent Muslim Pakistan 
faces a difficult future . 

" The problem of a meeting like 
our fifth assembly," said Gen. T. B. 
Simatupang, newly elected to chair 
the general and executive commit
tees as one of the presidents of the 
CCA, " is dete rmining what was 
really being said. Once we under
stand that framework as best we can, 
then we must find out in what ways 
and to what extent a group like the 
CCA can be of use to the churches 
themselves." 

The CCA is no panacea to the 
problems of the churches or so
cieties in widely diverse Asia . Yet 
few deny that it has played a role 
in helping the churches work more 
close ly together. And the " frontiers
men" D . T. Niles dreamed of have 
emerged. Just one example-in a 
1956 meeting of the Asia Council on 
Ecumenical Missions in Bangkok 
which was looking toward the for
mation of what is now the CCA, 
theological students from various 
Asian countries were enli sted as 
stewards. Among them were Dr. 
Nacpil , Dr. S. A . E. Nababan, general 
secretary of the Indonesian Council 
of Churches, and Dr. Lim Khiem 
Yang, immediate past chairman of 
the Indonesian Association of Theo
logical Schools. 

At the concl usion of his 1972 dis
ser tation , Leung wrote that the ecu
menical body " has played a leading 
and vita lly important role in bringing 
into being the present new awaken
ing in the Asian Christian com
munity .... (It) has succeeded to 
some extent in stimulating new 
thinking, joint action, self-examina
tion , and movements for renewal in 
many Asian churches. Undeniably 
the (CCA) is also aware of its failings 
and limitations ... . But a significant 
new beginning has been made and 
the first fruits of a new movement 
of the Spirit have been seen ." • 
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RHODESIA 
IN AN ATTEMPT to share with you 
the vitality of our African brethren's 
faith, let us try to describe for you 
a village prayer meeting which Larry 
was asked to lead: Due to a misun
derstanding, one of the men from the 
mission, Baba Shahwe, and I arrived 
more than an hour late. As we ap
proached the home of our hostess, 
we could see light coming from the 
open doorway of one of the round, 
thatch-roofed huts. This particular 
hut was the kitchen; and as we drew 
nearer, we could hear the people sing
ing praises to God. 

Although we were late, the worship 
had begun! When we entered the hut, 
we were given seats on a stone bench 
which lined a portion of the wall. The 
other men joined us on the bench 
while the women and children sat on 
the dirt floor. The room was dark ex
cept for the glow of a single paraffin 
lamp; but in the light of that lamp 
we could see the faces of these poor, 
oppressed people who had gathered 
together to hear the word of God. The 
tiredness of their eyes, the deep lines 
of their foreheads, the ragged condi
tion of their clothes were all secon
dary impressions to the inner radiance 
which shone through their faces. 

As I spoke to them, they listened 
with hearts and minds to the thoughts 
I shared with them through Baba 
Shahwe's interpretation. When I had 
finished, we sang and prayed and 
clapped and danced for another half 
hour. After drinking some "maheu," 
African sweet beer which has not fer
mented, and exchanging double 
handshakes, we returned to the mis
sion. This village meeting has been a 
continual source of inspiration to us; 
and as often as we relive the experi
ence, it strengthens our resolve to be 
about our Father's work. 

We did not choose lightly the 
word "oppressed" to describe our 
African brothers and sisters in the 
previous paragraph, for this is indeed 
their political, economic, and social 
position. Rhodesia is in a very volatile 
situation, and we are all praying for 
a peaceful, harmonious, and just set
tlement to the racial conflicts here. 
There is still very little communica-

tion between the white minority and 
the black majority. All power in all 
spheres of life is in the hands of the 
white minority who refuse to recog
nize the dignity of the Africans. 

Perhaps the following quotation 
from a paragraph written by the Rev
erend Dr. Norman Thomas, a United 
Methodist missionary formerly here, 
will help you to understand what we 
mean : "Consider these facts. The 
Rhodesian government spends ten 
times as much to educate a white 
child as to educate an African. The 
government claims a shortage of funds 
for education, but that is a matter of 
priorities. While $26.6 million (United 
States) was found to provide drought 
relief for white farmers , only $10 mil
lion was spent on African education. 
Much of that was used to pay the 
government teachers in town. Mean
while the rural poor, limited to an 
average eight acres per family to plow 
and six head of cattle, must pay 
more." 

We are hopeful that many of you 
are aware of the courageous leader
ship being provided by Bishop Abel 
Muzorewa of our Rhodesia Annual. 
Conference. He is undoubtedly the 
spokesman for his people, and he is 
working ceaselessly toward the goal 
of reconciliation and humanization of 
all the Rhodesian races. We should 
like to encourage each of you to see 
the film made by TRAFCO about 
Bishop Muzorewa. It is entitled "A 
Child of God in Search of Freedom," 
and it will surely help you to feel the 
plight of our African brothers and sis
ters. 

Oh yes! God is at work in Rhodesia 
-educating the illiterate, healing the 
sick, giving hope to the suffering, and 
breaking color bars. We are so very 
thankful that we have been chosen to 
be a part of the building of this por
tion of His Kingdom. 

Larry and Mickey George 

They are missionary teachers at the 
Mrewa United Methodist Centre. 

HONG KONG 
Following the second East Asian 

Christian Council's Christian Medical 
Workers' Conference in Tokyo 
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( 1967), a seminar for Hong Kong 
was organized by the Medical Ser
vices Committee of Hong Kong Chris
tian Service. The theme was: "Is 
There A Place for Healing in the 
Modern Church Today?" One of the 
concrete results of that seminar was 
the idea for training groups of local 
people to visit patients in hospitals, 
since many patients were anxious and 
without families . The primary aims 
are to challenge and to encourage 
Christians to actively participate in 
the ministry of healing to demonstrate 
Christian love and concern through 
action, and to train volunteers in tech
niques and skills of visiting patients 
i1~ hospitals. 

In the fall of 1968, the first train
ing program was started. Volunteers 
were recruited from local congrega
tions. Persons who are mature, active 
in the church and interested in the 
program are welcome to attend the 
course. It is not an academic course, 
but only provides the volunteers some 
basic knowledge and skills toward 
hospital visitation. 

The training consists of orientation 
to the hospital environment, lectures 
on the role of the church in the minis
try of healing; the elements of heal
ing; understanding sick persons' an
xieties; the patients' problems; etc. 
The course also includes role-playing, 
observation of the visitation by coun
sellors or experienced social workers ; 
and practical field work in hospital 
with discussion. After the volunteers 
are trained, they are required to com
mit themselves to three months' ser
vice at a designated hospital. 

Mostly, the Hong Kong Christian 
Council Conference Room and its 
Library were used as a base for train
ing. To date, six groups of volunteers, 
totally about 200, have been trained. 
They are playing an important role 
as hospital visitors in Nethersole Hos
pital, Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospi
tal, Haven of Hope Sanatorium and 
the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals. 

After almost three years' work on 
an experimental basis, the program 
has proven to be a successful one and 
the need for such service is becoming 
more obvious. A full-time person has 
been employed and began to work 
from July 1, 1971. She is a social work 
graduate of Hong Kong Baptist Col
lege and an active member of the 
Church of Christ in China. An advis
ory committee with five persons were 

appointed to be responsible for the 
development of the program. These 
five members include a matron, a 
medical social worker, a doctor (Ro
man Catholic sister) , a family service 
supervisor with master of social work 
degree and a pastor who is trained in 
clinical pastoral care. 

Each trained volunteer was given 
a copy of the volunteer hospital visi
tors' handbook, compiled by Hong 
Kong Christian Service, for reference. 
A "graduation certificate" was also 
granted to those who had completed 
their committed three months' ser
vice. 

Nethersole Hospital 

There are seven volunteers regular
ly serving as visitors since they were 
trained in 1968. A desk is placed out
side of the hospital's medical social 
workers office where voluntary visi
tors may use it to write down prob
lems or requests of the patients out 
of their visits on a notebook for medi
cal workers' attention and follow up. 
The working relationship between the 
voluntary visitors and the hospital 
workers is very satisfactory. They are 
found to be cooperative, eager and 
helpful to both the patients and the 
hospital. A survey indicated that vol
untary visitors are welcome by the 
patients . 

Maryknoll Hospital 

A group of six lay women served 
as visitors in the hospital for a year 
and a half and finally resigned due to 
other commitments with their own 
church. Very recently a group of 
twelve volunteers completed their 
three-months' required service at the 
hospital. 

Christian Family Service Center 

One trained visitor has been work
ing with the nurses of the health cen
ter of Christian Family Service Cen
ter since April, 1969. She offers home 
visits and other services as instructed 
by the health nurses and case workers 
of the center. She is very helpful to 
the Center and has been regarding 
the center as her second home. Some 
young social workers of the Center 
called her "Ma Ma". 

Wong Tai Sin Infirmary 

In this infirmary, about 75 percent 
of the resident patients are over sixty 

years old and most of them have been 
deserted by their family. Ten young 
graduates were assigned to work at 
the infirmary. They function as good 
listeners and become a bridge be
tween patients and their families by 
helping them write letters and visit 
their families . These young volunteers 
( all Roman Catholics) were very 
much challenged by the need of the 
patients and they are prepared to con
tinue serving at the infirmary on a 
long-term basis. 

Problems 

One of the major problems of this 
program has been the poor response 
from the churches to the need for 
voluntary hospital visitors. Lay peo
ple in the church are more interested 
in attending training courses than 
applying their skills , concerns and 
love by visiting the sick. The demand 
for voluntary visitors is far greater 
than we could supply. 

The success of this program at 
Nethersole Hospital is due to the hos
pital's full support. Also, the hospital 
has two medical social workers who 
are able to follow up problems and 
needs of patients brought to their at
tention by voluntary visitors. Visitors 
at Wong Tai Sin Infirmary feel very 
much frustrated , although the need at 
the Infirmary is considered much 
greater than at any hospitals in Hong 
Kong, because they have no one that 
they could turn to for problem solving. 
The staff of Hong Kong Christian Ser
vice has been functioning as the "mid
dle-man". 

Future Plan 

Hong Kong Christian Service is in 
the process of exploring possibilities 
of using Nethersole Hospital and the 
new United Christian Hospital , which 
will soon be opened, as two major 
hospital bases for voluntary hospital 
services. The idea is to. expand the 
existing service by placing the present 
staff in the two proposed hospitals 
to serve as co-ordinators for volun
tary hospital service. It is hoped tl1at 
by opening up a variety of services at 
the hospitals the churches and lay 
people may become more aware and 
interested in the rieeds and partici
pate in the ministry of healing. 

Sau-hing Cheng 
She is w ith Hong Kong Christian 

Service. 
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by Ellen 
Houghton 

NOBODY EVER DIED OF OLD AGE, 
by Sharon R. Curtin. Boston, 1972: 
Little, Brown and Company, 228 
pages, $6.95. 

The battle between the President and 
Congress regarding care for the more 
than 20 mill ion elderly in the United 
States makes these two books especially 
relevant, each in its own way. After 
reading these works, especially the latter, 
it is difficult to see the necessi ty for 
adequate and humane provisions for the 
aging as anything less than a basic moral 
obligation on our part. That it has be
come a political "football" is shameful. 
All men and women, especially members 
of the churches of this country, need to 
be informed and educated concerning 
the basic plight of the aging. These 
books provide a dramatic beginning. 

APOSTLES OF LIGHT could be con
sidered as an extended (though fiction
alized ) illustration of what Ms. Curtin 
found in her research for her book, NO
BODY EVER DIED OF OLD AGE. 
APOSTLES OF LIGHT centers in the 
story of a retired school teacher and an 
elderly med ical doctor who find they 
have given up control over their own 
lives . Their plight could be the true-life 
experience of scores of aging people who 
find themselves manipulated by well
meaning, or by scheming relat ives and 
friends. Ms. Douglas has not only written 
a distinguished work in the best tradi
tion of the English novel, but her com
passion and insight aid the reader to 
see that the forces that dest royed the 
lives of those in the novel are the same 
as those at work in lives around us. 

A POSTLES OF LIGHT prepares us 
for Curtin's story, N OBODY EV ER 
DIED OF OLD AGE, of the elderly in 
a variety of situations: a derelicts' hotel, 
an expensive nursing home, a newly 
developed retirement vill age, etc . She 
gives a new twist to the adage "truth 
is stranger than fiction," showing that 
truth is more shocking than fict ion when 
the story of old people in America is 
told . 

Ms. Curtin is a young registered nurse, 
who is well-informed, pulls no punches, 
and, hopefully, will shock many of us 
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into findi ng new concepts and ways of 
action concern ing the elderly. She chal
lenges us with sharp assertions: "People 
who manage to survive to old age know 
that the present system is destroying 
them. They experience discriminat ion, 
intolerance, and isolation , based on the 
sole fac t that they are old." The present 
sys tem is everyone's fault. We have 
tolerated the aging as long as they re
main "the silent generation." She 
charges that "we live in a culture ·which 
endorses what has been called 'human 
obsolescence'. After adolescence, obso
lescence. We consign our aging to the 
junk heap, the nursing home, the re
ti rement village, the 'Las t Resort.' " 

It would be unfa ir to the writer to 
give the impression that her book is 
filled with gloom and condemnation. She 
understands old people in all their di
mensions. Their strengths and joys are 
presented , as well as the hardships, and 
the fa ilures . Essentially, Ms. Curtin is a 
hopeful person, urging us to broaden our 
vision and deepen our understanding 
regarding all of life. She tells us, "As I 
spoke with old people, I became more 
and more aware of the fac t that our cul
ture does not have a concept of the 
whole of life . Instead , life is divided into 
childhood , adulthood, and old age. In
stead of a cycle, a vision of unity, we 
have a vision of stages, in which only 
one-adulthood-has the possibility of 
being lived productively, independently, 
and vigorously." 

Too many live anguished lives with
out meaning and face a death without 
wisdom. She is right in saying that this 
should haunt us, and that it should 
cause us to start bringing about changes, 
not only in the laws passed by Congress, 
but in our own communities where we 
work and live. 

WILLIAM BLAIR GOU LD 

Dr. Gould is pastor of the Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Warwick, 
Rhode Island. 

CONDUCT BECOMING TO A WOM
AN, Bolted Doors and Burgeoning 
Missions, by Elaine Magalis. New 
York, 1973: Women's Division, Board 
of Global Ministries, The United 
Methodist Church ; 140 pages, $1.25. 

In the nineteenth century American 
women emerged from the confines of 
home and pew, from the circumscribed 
world of "the lady," to join one of the 
most important movements of the day, 
Protestant Christian missions. 

This is the story of pioneering women 
in the five denominations which make up 
the United Methodist Church today: 
United Brethren, Evangelical, Methodist 
Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal South, 
and Methodis t Protestant. 

It is the story of zealous and intrepid 
women who suffered great hardships-

d isease, acute mental strain, isolation, 
conviction of fa ilure, early deaths-to 
evangelize foreign peoples and liberate 
women from ignorance, child marriages, 
foot-binding and seclusion. Women like 
Isabella Thoburn, Ann Judson, Harriet 

ewall, Mary Sharp, Layona Glenn, Dr. 
Leonara Howard, Dora and Lochie 
Rankin, Laura Haywood, Dr. Martha 
Sheldon, Olive Hodges, Jennie Atkinson. 

To the reader and to their -contem
poraries, these women were exemplary 
figures . Most heroic perhaps was Dr. 
Marietta Hatfield, who kept her com
posure and found the grace to comfort 
an African parishioner, as she and her 
companions were hacked to death dur
ing an African uprising. 

Not all the early women missionaries 
were so saintly, of course; a few were 
ne'er-do-wells. One of the few unbe
coming traits revealed in some mission
aries' letters was an inability to under
stand and appreciate alien cultures. "It 
is almost impossible to find congenial 
companionship with the Chinese," wrote 

Miss Isabella Thoburn and long-time 
companion Miss Lilavati Singh. 

a missionary to China after almost 10 
years there. 

Misunderstandings could have some 
amusing outcomes, as Mrs. Clementina 
Butler, a missionary to India, dis
covered . Invited by an India man to 
teach English to the women in his 
house, Mrs. Butler was pleased by the 
eagerness of her pupils; later she learned 
to he!' horror that her students were 
prostitutes anxious to improve their busi
ness with English soldiers . 

Conduct is no less the story of the 
dedicated women at home who sup
ported the missionaries with prayers, 
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study, publications, letters, money, 
Bibles and blankets. Working patiently 
and persistently, they founded their own 
missionary societies in the face of male 
derision and charges that their separate 
societies were "divisive" and that they 
would "squander their funds" from lack 
of experience. The success of women in 
raising large funds and tremendous en
thusiasm for missions quieted most of 
the skeptics. 

Just as important as the m1ss10n 
abroad, women at home supported and 
carried out m1ss1ons to evangelize, 
Americanize and educate the newly 
freed slaves, American Indians, Orien
tals, Spanish Americans and immigrants . 
With m1ss10n zeal, others travelled 
throughout the land organizing chapters 
of the Women's Christian Temperance 
Union. Among the women who nursed , 
schooled, sheltered and preached in home 
missions that we read about were Sarah 
Dickey, Mrs. Jennie C. Harzell, Lucy 
Rider Meyer, Belle Bennet, Lucinda 
Helm, Mellie Perkins, Frances Willard 
and Maria Gibson. Like their sisters who 
se1ved in remote and more glamorous 
missions overseas, these women braved 
racial slurs and physical attacks, and 
taunts from those who thought they 
should stay at home like good ladies . 

Some of these missionaries, and other 
women who had been emboldened by 
their efforts, went on to fight for the 
right to preach. This additional example 
of "unladylike behavior," this threat to 
male prerogatives, was countered with a 
fusilade of arguments-Pauline, linguis
tic, constitutional, traditional. But women 
like Maggie Van Cott, Amanda Smith, 
Amanda Way, Jennie Willing, and Anna 
Howard Shaw laid the groundwork for 
women who would, much later, achieve 
full ordination rights . 

Well researched and intelligently or
ganized, Conduct is a valuable illus
trated history of a major stream of the 
women's m1ss10nary movement. The 
author has drawn upon previously un
published correspondence and diaries as 
well as a large number of books, maga
zines and newspapers. The material is 
presented in a graceful style. 

While obviously sympathetic to the 
pioneering missionaries she writes about 
and their feminist aspirations, Ms . 
Magalis lets her subjects speak for them
selves wherever possible, refraining from 
intruding with the presumptions of mo
tives and historical hindsights which 
have become the hallmarks of all-too
many recent books. The result is an un
common tribute to some great women 
and an excellent resource for the mis
sion study theme, "Women : Over Half 
the Earth's People." 

In her epilogue, Ms. Magalis, award
winning free lance writer who frequently 
contributes articles to New World Out-

look, takes a look at the women's rights 
movement in The United Methodist 
Church today, the progress women have 
made and the goals they have set. She 
concludes that "women, with a vision 
of whole persons, whole church, whole 
Christians, will continue to face down 
prejudice to create a system of conduct 
becoming to a woman." 

E. C. 
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TUPAMAROS, Tricontinental Film 
Center, p.o. box 4430, Berkeley, Cali
fornia, 94704. Directed by Jan Lind
qvist. 

A new documentary film, Tupamaros, 
originally made for Swedish television 
by Jan Lindqvist in the most extraor
dinary covert manner, is the first and 
probably the last look at what it means 
to be twentieth century rebels with a 
cause. I write last, because, allegedly, 
the Tupamaros ceased to be in February, 
1973--stamped out by government 
police. 

Lindqvist used hidden cameras, phony 
authority, disguised interviews and 
secret photo labs in order to put to
gether this film, and a contradictory 
result emerges. Insane, honorable, anar
chistic, savage, egalitarian, arrogant. 
These words and more describe this 
underground army of students, workers 
and intellectuals which, for a few years 
in the late 1960's at once terrorized and 
fascinated Uruguay and all of Latin 
America. 

Named for a martyred Peruvian 
Indian leader, the Tupamaros consid
ered themselves the will of the people 
-the people's army-and made a 
simple claim: Uruguay is and always has 
been ruled by and for an oligarchy of 
fabulously wealthy ranchers and cap
tains of industry who care little about 
the rest of the population of 3 million. 

In 50 minutes of excellent documen
tary narrative, editing, and drama, 
Tupamaros offers not only fact but also 
ideology. Using a Tupamaro spokesman, 
cleverly obscured, the film presents an 
honestly pro-Tupamaro story. 

At first, we are told by the spokes
man, the Tupamaros were interested in 
embarrassing the government, speaking 
out against government lies, and pre
senting an alternative voice over their 
own secret radio channel and in their 
handouts . They were Robin Hoods, ro
mantic idealists, who saw themselves 
opposing total evil. Most were the edu
cated sons and daughters of the middle 
class, and a comparison to America's 

Weathermen is in order. 
But then all turned ugly. The govern

ment struck back violently. Arrests, 
harassment, disappearances, until the 
Tupamaros answered in kind with a 
kidnapping conspiracy whereby govern
ment officials and sympathizers were 
kept in a "people's jail" for propaganda. 

Costa Gavras' State of Siege relates 
approximately the Tupamaros' kidnap
ping of a C.I.A. operative in 1970. His 
was their first murder, but not their last. 

After several spectacular jailbreaks 
by the Tupamaros, the government 
turned to absolute police state repres
sion. This film ends in the summer of 
1972 asking, "Where do we go from 
here?" 

The answer, today, is pathetic. The 
man claiming responsibility for stamp
ing out the Tupamaros last February 
with the help of the military, President 
Juan Maria Bordaberry, has now seized 
the government, disbanding the congress 
and the municipal councils . He is tacitly 
supported by the military. The opposition 
has succumbed to his power, and Uru
guay, in mid-1973, has a future clouded 
with the vision of another Brazil. 

JOHN C. BATCHELOR 

ELECTRA GLIDE IN BLUE, · by 
United Artists. Produced and Directed 
by James William Guercio. Rated PG. 

This entertaining movie by a "new 
American director" (as the ads say) is 
about a pint-sized Arizona motorcycle 
cop who feels he's in a rut and wants to 
bcome a homicide detective. His partner 
is a regular-size cop who calls him "Big 
John," reads comic books, and dreams of 
his ambition which is to own the fastest 
and biggest motorcycle available instead 
of the dinky Electra Glide he is now rid
ing. 

Big John, played superbly by Robert 
Blake, is a likeable guy. But as a would
be homicide detective, Cannon he isn't, 
and not just in his lack of girth. Unlike, 
say, John Erlichman, he doesn't like the 
idea of breaking the law to get informa
tion. Roughing up kids in a commune is 
not his style--so we get the idea very 
quickly he will not last long as a detec
tive. Big John gets his start when he 
realizes that a murder that was made to 
look like a suicide is .actually a murder, 
and for this he is made the driver for 
Harv Pool, a flashy detective. This leads 
to the most amusing part of the film
his transformance from officer blues to 
detective browns, complete with white 
Stetson. Eventually, Big John does figure 
out the murder, but mostly on intuition 
and not before he is busted back to 
private. 

But bv the time that happens it is 
almost in.cidental to the rest of the plot

C. E. B. 
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BB GUNS FOR BOYS 
I generally find your magazine very interest

ing and refreshingly open and progressive. 
But in the June issue which I read, I was 
shocked and appalled at your seeming support 
of the "church and police" effort to improve 
the self-image of inner ci ty boys by teaching 
them how to shoot a BB gun expertly. 
("Church and Police Join in Youth Program," 
p. 47.) In a country which is satiated with 
violence and disregard for human Jjfe, I can 
see no way that teaching a young boy how to 
shoot can do anything but perpetuate that 
violence. It is unlikely that a BB gun would 
kill a man, but who'll be around when the boy 
gets hold of a hand gun , trained to shoot 
accurately by the police themselves! 

I am extremely disappointed in your ap-
proval of this program. 

L YNNE w. CONNOLLY 

U.S .- 2 Missionary 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Editors' note: Appearance of news items in 
The Moving Fi.nger Writes does not imply ap
proval or disapproval by the editors. 

A TEXT FOR WILLIAM SLOANE COFFIN 
After readjng "Watergate and Wesley, A 

Chaplain's Review" in the July issue ( The 
Moving Finger Writes), I thought of another 
text on which I wish someone would preach . 

The background is the statement by Mr. 
Magruder that he had watched the anti-war 
groups, including Yale University chaplain 
William Sloane Coffin who once taught Mr. 
Magruder in an ethics class, oppose the Presi
dent's war policies with illegal means and 
so decided that he had the same right to use 
illegal means for a cause in which he believed . 

Dr. Coffin explained his stand to a Tim e 
reporter ("The Coffin course in Ethics," Time, 
June 25, page 12 ). He described Mr. Ma
gruder as "a nice guy but not yet a good man . 
If you don' t stand for something you are apt 
to fall for nothing." In this definition he is 
probably correct as Mr. Magruder did fall for 
the idea that "the end justifies the means" 
as practiced by Dr. Coffin and others. Dr. 
Coffin went on to explain that any comparison 
between him and the Watergate affair is like a 
comparison between Jesus and Jimmy Hoffa. 

With this background the tex t I think would 
be appropriate is the saying of Jesus as re
corded in the 42nd verse of the 9th chapter 
of the Gospel of Mark : "And whosoever shall 
cause one of these little ones that believe on 
me to stumble it, were better for him that a 
great millstone were hanged around his neck 
and he were cast into the sea." 

MARIAN H EMMINGS 

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 

COMMENTS ON HONG KONG 
I was very glad to see the article, "The 

Changing World of Hong Kong" by Andrew 
Roy in the February issue of New World 
Outlook. I wish to comment on several points . 
Mr. Roy says, "Despite occasional claims by 
temporary residents that Hong Kong's civil 
liberties are restricted , it remains one of the 
freest places in Asia or the Americas . It may 
not have a government of the people or by 
the people but it has one that is fairly good at 
listening to the people." There are those in 
Hong Kj~g who are full -time residents who 
feel very strongly that Hong Kong's civil lib
erties are res tricted . The right to hold public 
meetings is dependent on approval by the 
government (some groups, obviously, don 't 
get approval ). Groups which want to put up 
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posters or pass out handbills must have them 
approved by Home Affairs first if the material 
is printed in Ch inese. Anything printed in 
English does not need approval. I fee l that 
although the government may listen to the 
people some of the time, any action on the 
matter is kept to the minimum. The govern
ment seems to be saying, "Give the people 
just enough action to make it look like we're 
rea lly interested in them." 

Mr. Roy comments on education , "The 
Church is certainly helping in the campaign 
to educate Hong Kong children, with a large 
system of church-sponsored schools." I seri
ously question the type of education that many 
of the church-related schools are giving the 
students. In too many cases, I see schools that 
are just procreating the existing system, one in 
which examination and memorization take 
precedence over questioning and reasoning. In 
many cases the church-related schools are in
volved in practices which even the govern
ment schools don' t allow, such as givi ng en
trance exams to prospective first grade stu
dents. I cannot see how a Christian school can 
justify this type of discrimination- it boils 
down to findin g out which children have par
ents who were economically able to send them 
to kindergartens to prepare them for their 
entrance exams or to hire tutors to prepare 
th:: children to pass. I cannot picture Jesus 
Christ saying, 'Come to my school all ye little 
six-year-olds who passed our first grade en
trance exam." The Church with all its schools 
could be a real power bloc in the field of 
education. At present it is not. 

Lastly, he says , "Perhaps the severest limita
tion on younger, more activist , Christ ians is 
the prevailing public poutical neutrality which 
frowns on protes t movements, community or
ganizations or group activi ties which might 
give offense to others or to the es tablishment." 
I think it is not the public's political neutrality, 
but the colonial mentality of many of the de
cis ion makers, which frowns on anything which 
offends Hong Kong colonials, the establish
ment. A recently formed group which is in
volved in community organization and is 
working to enable people in Hong Kong to 
enjoy their rights in areas such as housing 
and resettlement, has been harassed by govern
ment offi cials. It seems that they are a threat 
to Hong Kong government . 

Of Hong Kong's total population, 98 percent 
is Chinese. The establishment is less than 2 
percent . It seems clear that Hong Kong is a 
colony of, by and for the colonizers. The 
majority of the people reap few of the politi
cal, economic and educational benefits. 

] UDY J. B UTLER 

United Methodist Missionary 
Hong Kong 

PLEA FOR BLACK AND WHITE 
A plea from an 84-year-old reader who is 

with you in spirit for you to stick to white 
paper and black ink in your magazine. The 
green, gray, yellow, blue or whatever other 
colors you use in each issue are difficult to 
peruse. Let's have b lack on white throughout. 

ELSLE CLARK KROC 

Baltimore, fa ryland 

WHAT HE REALLY SAID 

I never said that South Central Jurisdiction 
bishops strongly advised against a woman for 
the position of field representative in that 
jurisdiction. ("Women," Mission Memo, June) . 
The fac ts are that several bishops gave strong 
support to having a woman in that job. 

What I did say was th at I found a sig
nificant enough opposition among the leader
ship of the jurisdiction that, in my opinion, a 
woman would have met additional difficulty 
in carrying out its basic responsibilities. The 
leaders with whom I conferred included many 
persons other than bishops. 

] OE W . W A LKER 

Ass istant Ge11eral Secretary, 
Section of Cultiva tion 
Board of Global Ministries 

ew York Ci ty 

DISSERVICE TO MISSIONS 

The article on the Philippines appearing in 
the fay issue ("Is Democracy Dead in the 
Philippines?" by emesio Prudente) was un
fortunate and has done a disservice to the 
cause of miss ions here. The magazine had 
a llowed itself a wi lling tool of some disgruntlerl 
elements projecting a bad image of the Philip
pines abroad. Methodists in the Philippines 
view with serious concern the publication of 
such an article that does not reflect true con
ditions in the Philippines . 

Who wants to stir up controversy? What 
could the boards of missions in New York 
get in allowing their official publica tion to be
come a willing tool of these disgruntled ele
ments? They are hurting themselves and the 
work of miss ions in the Phi lippines. Instead 
of winnin g friends they sow hatred and ill 
feelings. 

We are glad to know that United Methodist 
missionaries of goodwill in this country do 
not agree with the editorial policy of New 
Wo rld Outlook. The magazine is infiltrated by 
secular writers who do not have the miss ionary 
spirit . 

Missionaries here saw the liberation of the 
Philippines from the inroads of subversive 
forces that dom inated the old society with 
their "go home missionaries" slogan and "hate 
America" propaganda and the constant siege 
by violent demonstrations upon the American 
Embassy in Manila. With martial law and the 
emergence of the ew Society , the Filipino 
people are back on the road again for nation 
buildi ng. Now our young people can go to 
college and learn . 

BISHO P CORNELIO M . FERRER 

BISHOP P AUL L OCKE A. G HANADOSIN 

The United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines 

USE PUBLICATION 
You might be interested to know that our 

church circle uses your publi cation in each of 
our meetings. 

H E LEN ( MRS. J. A.) WELLS 

Greenville, South Carolina 

MOST EXCITING EDITION 
I have just read the July-August issue, and 

I found it the most interesting and exciting 
edition I have ever read . I feel I have just had 
a world tour of our Methodist churches. Keep 
up the good work. 

L o is (MRS. J. J.) PERKI NS 

Wichita Falls, Texas 
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OUTLER ON CHARISMATICS : 
LIKE WESLEY ENTHUSIASM 

The charismatic movement is "the 
liveliest single sign of yet another spir
itual awakening in our contemporary 
religious situation," according to Dr. 
Albert C. Outler, noted United Met\:i
odist theologian. 

Dr. Outler, in England for a five-day 
conference that was the first meeting 
of the World Methodist Historical So
ciety, told a reporter that the movement 
was not without danger, excesses and 
crudities, but nor was early Methodism. 

"It dismays me a little to hear con
temporary English Methodism talking 
about the charismatic renewal in much 
the same way as the 18th Century 
Bishop of London talked about the 
Wesleys and their 'enthusiasm' and to 
hear staid establishment-minded Meth
odists talking about the charismatic re
newal in the same vein, as if it were 
some danger to a Christianity that has, 
indeed, grown too dull." 

Meanwhile near London the first 
public Methodist Charismatic Confer
ence was held at High Leigh. It was at
tended by 135 people, mostly Methodist 
ministers and their wives. An Anglican, 
the Rev. Michael Harper, gave two 
scholarly yet practical talks on "The 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit" and "Walk
ing in the Spirit." 

The conference program included 
several question-and-answer sessions. 
Not only the sick but also those having 
special problems were invited to come 
forward for prayer. 

In Nottingham, England, some 1500 
persons met under the theme "Gathered 
for Power," at a charismatic renewal 
conference sponsored by Fountain 
Trust, a London organization which 
seeks to foster "the renewal of the spir
itual life of the Christian Church." 

Topics ranged from "The Charismatic 
Movement and the World" to "Word 
and Praise in the Spirit" and "The 
Charismatic Movement and Social Ac
tion." 

Lord MacLeod, the Scottish Presby
terian founder of the Iona Community, 
in a lecture on "The Charismatic Move
ment and the World," stressed that 

RNS Photos 

TENT REVIVAL 
A tent frames part icipants in a revival m eeting at Bergen, N .Y . Some 1,000 persons 

attended the meeting, sponsored by the Methodist and Presbyterian churches of the com
m unity as part of a week of renewal, to hear a Roman Oatholic priest offer an explana
tion of the healing ministry . 

Father Francis McN utt, O.P., (left photo ), a Dominican and one of the fir st Roman 
Catholic priests to become involued in the Charismatic Renewal movement, explains the 
healing ministry tn a tent revival meeting. Father McNutt explained that the secret of 
healing is "having faith in your faith" and that lack of trust l~ one of the reasons why 
some people are not cured at a pra yer service. 

At right, three participants in the revival 111 eet ing let their faces reveal their feelings. 

social concern is not a derivative from a 
charismatic experience but an integral 
part of it. God, by the very nature of 

His creation, he said, could do nothing 
for the starving, the sick, the down
trodden, but through His people. And 
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if His people did nothing, they deserved 
judgment. 

Touching on his favorite theme of 
pacifism, Lord MacLeod said the Viet
nam war had been viewed as a just war 
by many Christians. Yet, he added, if 
the Russians who had invaded Czecho
slovakia in 1968 had stayed four years 
and wrought the devastation that Amer
ica had in Vietnam, those Christians 
would have shrugged their shoulders 
and said, "What else can you expect of 
atheistic Russians?" 

Lord MacLeod added that what it 
came down to was that it was no use 
leaving the righting of the priorities of 
the world to the politicians. It was up to 
the Christians. "But so far there isn't a 
cheep from the Church," he said. And, 
he warned, "if there is no nonviolent 
revolution by consent, there will be vio
lent revolution of necessity." 

One observer at the conference, Em
manuel Sullivan, wrote in the Church 
Times that there was "no evidence of a 
sectarian spirit at Nottingham-a charge 
often levelled at the charismatic move
ment. They are prepared to take the 
church seriously because of a new 
awareness that they are the church." 

And in Bergen, N.Y. , some 1000 per
sons attended a revival tent meeting 
jointly sponsored by United Methodist 
and United Presbyterian churches and 
heard a Roman Catholic priest, Fr. 
Francis McNutt, explain the Charis
matic Movement. 

In other "charismatic" developments , 
Dr. Erling Jorstad, history professor at 
St. Olaf College in Minnesota, told a 
summer theological conference that the 
charismatic movement receives more 
criticism from conservative and funda~ 
mentalist Christians than from moderates 
and liberals. 

He said it was "surprising" since the 
new Pentecostals and the conservatives 
seem to share so much : "acceptance of 
the inerrant, verbally inspired Bible as 
the sole source of knowledge," "a strong 
emphasis on simplicity and informality 
in worship services,'' "a conscious effort 
to give the laity as much power in group 
matters as possible," etc. 

On the other hand, he said that "con
servatives fear that the teaching and 
practice of Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
and speaking in tongues will seriously 
disrupt and most likely break apart 
their own theology which rests on the 
belief that the Christian belief can be 
clearly defined and understood by pre
cisely worked doctrines .... " 

Also, Dr. Jorstad suggested that "con
servatives and fundamentalists have had 
considerably more experience in this 
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gold-rim plates. Orders 
filled for one dozen or 
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To beQ in and direct the associate deQree 
school of nursinQ proQram at Rust Col
leQe, Holly SprinQs, Mississippi. A 
masters deQree in nursinQ and teachinQ 
experience required. 
Write: Pearl Wiemers, R.N. , M.A. Direc
tor of Student Health Center, Rust Col
leQe, or Dr. Benedict Njoku, Rust ColleQe, 
Holly SprinQs, 36635 . 

century with itinerant faith healers, re
vivalist ministers and free-lance preach
ers than have the members of the main
line denominations, where the new 
Pentecostalism is the strongest." 

Dr. Jorstad is the author of The 
Holy Spirit in Today's Church, to be 
published October 8 by Abingdon Press. 

ANCLICAN COUNCIL BACKS 
wee ANTI-RACISM PROCRAM 

RNS 

With two southern Africa bishops 
strongly dissenting, the Anglican Con
sultative Council, meeting in Dublin, 
Ireland, voted to uphold the World 
Council of Churches' Program to Com
bat Racism. 

The world Anglican organization also 
rejected a memorandum from bishops 
of the Church's Province of South Africa 
opposing the controversial wee pro
gram, launched in 1970, that includes 
humanitarian grants to "liberation" 
movements. 

Bishop Paul Burroughs of the Diocese 
of Mashonaland in Rhodesia and Bishop 
William Burnett of the Diocese of Gra
hamstown in South Africa said the Pro
gram to Combat Racism supports 
"terrorist" groups in their areas of 
Africa. 

The issue arose during a plenary ses
sion after a week of closed sessions in 
which the 57 members of the Anglican 
Consultative Council worked on resolu
tions. The Council represents some 47 
million Anglicans. It had no legislating 
power but is a major instrument of 
inter-Anglican and ecumenical coopera
tion. 

Authorized in 1968 by the world's 
Anglican hierarchy, the Council met for 
the first time in 1971 in Limuru, Kenya. 
The World Council Program to Combat 
Racism became a matter of dispute 
there, and Bishop Burroughs walked out --
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when endorsement was voted. 
His stand remained unchanged in 

Dublin. According to the white bishop 
from Rhodesia, WCC money given to 
various black African independence 
movements goes to buy arms for terrorist 
activities, particularly on the Rhodesian 
and Mozambiquian frontiers. 

Most of southern Africa below Zaire 
is predominantly black but is ruled by 
a variety of white minority governments 
that are opposed by "liberation move
ments ." 

A majority of the members of the 
Anglican Council disagreed with Bishop 
Burroughs and Bishop Burnett and en
dorsed the WCC's anti-racism program 
by a vote of 41 to 2. There were four 
abstentions, including two black South 
Africans who obviously could not sup
port the resolution for fear of reprisals 
back home. 

Bishop Burnett, also white, brought a 
memorandum from the racially mixed 
bishops of South Africa. The document 
deplored the World Council program 
and explained that it was the reason 
South Africans have withdrawn finan cial 
support from the world organization. 

A number of delegates attacked the 
memorandum. They said it represented 
only the opinions of bishops, most of 

whom are white in South Africa, rather 
than the feelings of the whole South 
African Church, whose black members 
arc afraid to speak openly. 

IAKOVOS LETTER TO ROGERS 
CRITICAL OF CREEK REGIME 

RNS 

For the first time since the military 
regime in Greece overthrew King Con
stantine the leader of 1.6 million Greek 
Orthodox in the western hemisphere has 
criticized U.S. policy toward Greece. 

The criticism was expressed in a 
letter by Archbishop Iakovos to Secre
tary of State William P. Rogers. The 
conten ts of the letter was leaked to The 
New York Times by undisclosed sources. 

The letter specifically concerned the 
military decision to depose King Con
stantine, now in exile in Italy, and de
clare Greece "a republic." 

"Under the present situation , the peo
ple of Greece are not free to choose their 
political leaders," the primate said in 
the letter, "nor are they free to chart 
their own course of political destiny. 

"Our present 'hands off' policy is not 
one which is consistent with the global 
interests and concerns of our country." 

In confirming the letter, Archbishop 
Iakovos told a Times reporter that he 

CHARLES L. ALLEN 
explores 

the miracle 
all 

humanity 
shares ... 

, THE 
MIPJCLE 

Mother and child, husband and 
wife, friend to friend ... Charles L. 
Allen looks at the infinite ways of 
love, in the light of the beautiful 
passage of I Corinthians 13. He 
considers thirty-one different ver
sions of the great chapter, and re
lates them to simple, moving true
life stories. A penetrating guide for 
all who want to love and be loved. 

$3.95 

OF 
LCM 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 

• Fleming H. Revell Company 
Old Tappan, N.J. 07675 

[417) 53 



EARN 
all you need to 

fill your treasury 
effortlessly! 

He cau~lh- ihe grass 10 grow for the cattle, 
and herb for the service of man: that he 
ma) IJring forth food o ut or the earth: 

Psalms 104:14 

Sell these beautiful permanent .Plastic 
INSPIRATIONAL PLACEMATS. 

Six beau11ful full color scenes o f Ame n ca with a related 
verse from the scrtpturn such as the one shown hare 

• 6b~ ,, ~ .. , /7$i ""MJ l6 

• H~titn1ble mal<'hrn, bar ln " (la1m•J Jll"" ·· " " (IJ!R • 
* IJ lu hablf' 11nd rPu.rabtP * (; 1/I bu J.·Pd 
* <~n•ot fm fram1n~ mtd J p,·mall"! 

Send for FREE brochure and samples . 

~
Bright of America· 
300 ~Re.!.~ 'Was Vrgna 26651 
-...i-s.-wo.c....~,.... .. in.~· 

r----------------------, 
I ~g,!_~,br~~~G!~. ~u~~~~~~1:. W. Va. 26651 
: 0 Yes. we are interested, so without 
I obligat ion , please send free catalog and 
I samples. 

: Your Name'---------
1 A~rns _________ _ 

: City State ___ Zip __ 

I o.,.niution 2031 

'-----------------------~ 

was speaking only for himself and that 
the letter made no attempt to voice the 
feelings of the entire archdiocese. 

He added that he hoped the Jetter 
would encourage the U.S. to "use its 
good influence to impress upon the 
Greek government leaders that the best 
interests of their country and its people 
require the prompt and orderly restora
tion of democracy and freedom'." 

The military regime has never been 
popular among nations and groups con
cerned with international human rights . 
Archbishop Iakovos reportedly has at
tempted, without success, to intercede 
for Greek citizens arrested and held for 
long periods for opposing the colonels 
who staged the 1967 coup. 

While he is the primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in the Western Hemi
sphere, the archbishop is not from 
Greece and has never been a Greek 
citizen. 
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Wooden Crucifix , St . Pau l's Chapel 

This almost life -size wooden crucifi x was carved from a tree with upward reach ing branches by 
an unknown artist. Thought to be nineteenth-centu ry Canadia n, it was for many years pa rt of a road
side shrine in French Canada. It is now in St . Paul 's Chapel of Trinity Parish in New York City. St. 
Paul 's, built in 1766, is the oldest public build ing in New York . 


