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NISSIO• NENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

May, 1973 

Corporations. Question: When are the results of American elections most like 
those of Communist countries? Answer : When church groups challenge American 
corporations on South Africa and get beaten by 98. 6 percent of the vote. At stock
holder meetings this spring of IBM, General Electric, and First National City Bank, 
church-sponsored resolutions asking companies for a full disclosure on their 
business arrangements in South Africa garnered less than 3 percent of the total 
vote in each case. At General Electric, even though an audience of 300 persons 
applauded vigorously as several priests, pastors and laymen from different churches 
urged "action for peace, " a United Presbyterian resolution on South Africa was 
defeated by 98. 6 percent of the 151 million votes. At IBM, resolution supporters 
managed to get the huge corporation to admit that it couldn't be an equal opportunity 
employer in South Africa. (In contrast, Gulf Oil has said it would not do business 
where it cannot be an equal opportunity employer and Polaroid has refused to sell 
some equipment in South Africa which might be used against the black African majority.) 
At Phillips Petroleum the churches gained 4. 5 percent of the vote, and an additional 
4. 5 percent abstaining, on a resolution asking Phillips not to conduct activities in 
Namibia (Southwest Africa), a country which has been illegally taken over by South 
Africa in defiance of the UN. Phillips management argued that involvement in South
west Africa "implies neither approval nor disapproval of the controlling authority .•. " 
bl.tthe Rev. Al Baugh, Deputy Executive Secretary for National Ministries of the 
American Baptist Churches, said the defeat of the resolution puts "American dollars 
and international prestige on the side of South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia. " 
Supporters were encouraged that nearly 10 percent refrained from supporting manage
ment. The most encouraging news came from Caterpillar Tractor Company, where 
seven percent of the stockholders voted in favor of a UM Women's Division proposal 
that management disclose information on its dealings in South Africa. An additional 
14 percent did not vote, leaving management with only 79 percent. Women's Division 
treasurer Florence Little called the result "amazing" and said it was a sign of in
creasing awareness of the apartheid issue by stockholders. 

Hospital Loan. Acting on the recommendation of a special fact-finding committee, 
the UM National Division has turned down a request from Methodist Hospital in 
Jacksonville, Florida for a $250, 000 loan to purchase land adjacent to the hospital 
for an eight-story medical center. The recommendation was in line with long-standing 
Division policy of making loans only to churches and with agreements negotiated in 1966 
between the UM Women's and National Divisions and the hospital which stipulated that 
the National Division would "cooperate in every way possible (except financial) to 
advance the use of the facilities" of the hospital. Once a poorly equipped black mission 



institution, Methodist Hospital reopened as a renovated, upgraded and integrated 
164-bed hospital in 1967. The Women's Division, owner of the hospital building, 
has been asked to find some way to provide the hospital with a negotiable title so 
it can arrange its own financing for the proposed addition and not have to resort 
to the high-cost services of a professional developer. The fact-finding committee 
also recommended that the National and Women's Divisions use moral persuasion 
to influence Methodist Hospital to intensify recruitment of minority persons for jobs 
at all levels, make the Board of Directors more representative of the community 
and provide training for hospital board and administrators to increase their aware
ness of mission opportunities. With an eye perhaps to the limits of moral suasion 
the committee also suggested the National Division restudy its policy and think 
about opening loan provisions to institutions other than churches which are meeting 
critical needs of a community. 

World Council of Churches. The world-wide monetary crisis of the last twenty-one 
months, especially the devaluation of the US dollar and the revaluation of the Swiss 
franc and the German mark, has meant a declining financial role played by the U.S. 
churches in the World Council as well as a blow to the budget of the Council. U.S. 
churches, which in 1948 at the time of the Council's inauguration contributed 83 
percent of the funds, now pay only 44 percent of the budget. By contrast, the 
German churches, which were just recovering from the war in 1948, now contribute 
35 percent. In the last 21 months, as a result of devaluation and revaluation, there 
has been a 25 percent drop in the value of the U.S. contribution. (Contributions 
to the Racism Program and refugee aid are not included.) There is talk that the 
hard-hit budget may mean moving the 1975 meeting of the wee from Jakarta, 
Indonesia, to some place more accessible. Rumor that the U.S. office of the World 
Council will be closed is unfounded, although with the resignation of executive dir
ector Dr. Eugene L. Smith the staff is now down to two. Smith, a veteran ecumenist 
and authority on world missions, is taking a United Methodist pastorate in Denville, 
New Jersey. A successor is being sought. 

Japan. No theological students will be recruited this year at Aoyama Gakuin, a 
15, 000-student university which has grown from Methodist roots planted 99 years 
ago. Chancellor Kinjiro Oki and the Board of Trustees, have differed with theological 
faculty members over authority in the university, "evangelicalism," the Christian 
witness vis-a-vis society, and the degree of experimentation that should be attempted 
in theological education, reports Helen Post. Since its founding in 1949 (as a re
structuring of a department founded in the 1870's), the theological department has 
become known for its able faculty of younger men, its Wesley studies, and over 200 
graduates serving as pastors, in social work and education, and as Christian witnesses 
in the secular world. While this wide concept of mission was formerly considered 
praiseworthy by the Trustees, the department is now under attack by those who think 
it should produce only pastors. 

Bangkok. One of the more creative participants at the Salvation Today Conference 
was Yushi Nomura, a youth delegate from Japan (and a theological student at Aoyama 
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Gakuin) who used cartoons and other symbolic acts to overcome the communications !Due 
barrier he and other non-English speaking persons sometimes felt. Nomura, who 
also teaches Bible to junior high students at Aoyama Gakuin, and is a leader in the 
youth department of the young Komaba Eden Church in Japan, says "Bangkok made 



an artist out of me. Out of my own frustration I became much more sensitive to the 
predicament and feelings of others who were also limited in English verbal communica
tion." At one point at Bangkok Nomura expressed his anguish over Vietnam (and 
startled the conference) by dressing in a simple loincloth and pouring Ketchup on him
self. 

Sudan. In the rebuilding of a nation sometimes one story can symbolize all the others. 
Church World Service needed two planes to carry relief supplies in the Sudan. They got 
one from the Missionary Aviation Fellowship and then the Methodist Church in Zaire 
agreed to loan missionary Bill Davis's Cessna 180 for the other. But Davis, who has 
a family and is busy in Kapanga, was not available to go off for a couple of months to 
the Sudan. Dr. Harry Greenberg, of the Global Ministries staff, was in Kinshasa to 
talk about it with missionary Wendell Golden, when they got a call from a young Peace 
Corpsman who had seen a note that same day in the Peace Corps headquarters that the 
Methodists were looking for a pibt. Nick Krummenacker, 27, had been six months in 
Zaire and was bored teaching welding to only four Africans for ten hours a week, but 
he'd had flying experience on Long Island. When the Peace Corps refused to let him go, 
he quit and took off to work and live with missionaries ("they were very friendly to me") 
and then made the trip to the Sudan with Davis. From March 12 to April 18 Krummenacker 
made 25 flights out of Juba carrying relief supplies for Church World Service and once 
got lost in a sandstorm, ending up in Ethiopia. But perhaps the most significant part of 
the story is that a Sudanese pilot has been found to replace the American, who has re
turned to the U.S. 

Grape Contracts. When labor contracts between Cesar Chavez' United Farm Workers 
Union and California grape growers expired in mid-April, the Teamsters Union moved 
quickly to replace UFWOC as the bargaining agent for the grape workers. AFL-CIO 
and California Protestant and Catholic church leaders called the agreements, reached 
through secret talks, "sweetheart contracts." Leo Nieto, UM National Division staff 
and chairman of the National Farm Worker Ministry, said, "The greatest injustice is 
that the farm workers themselves are not a part of this arrangement which exploits 
them again and seeks to smash the hope of the development of their own democratic 
union. " He cited an unofficial poll in which workers voted 10 to 1 to be represented by 
UFWOC rather than the Teamsters. Growers who signed with the Teamsters said UFWOC 
was run by militants who lacked experience in administering union contracts. Critics 
noted that the Teamsters do not insist on a union hiring hall and allow growers to hire 
workers through labor contractors, just as they did before UFWOC came along. They 
also charged that growers bypassed UFWOC because they preferred dealing with the 
predominantly white Teamsters. 

Pikeville Hospital. With twenty-six newspapers around the nation carrying full page 
advertisements implying that the United Methodist Church has been less than faithful to 
its own Social Principles with regard to the Methodist Hospital of Kentucky, the Council 
of Bishops discussed the issue at its recent meeting in Washington. Pickets representing 
the non-professional workers, who have been on strike since June 10, 1972, surrounded 
the hotel, but did disperse to allow Senator Ted Kennedy to enter the hotel to speak to the 
Bishops (about other issues). Kennedy had said he would not cross a picket line. After 
much discussion, the Bishops passed a resolution commending Bishop Frank L. Robertson 



of Kentucky for his ''creative ministries'', reaffirmed the United Methodist Social 
Creed and the right of workers to organize, and in effect said that the hospital has 
to go to the negotiating table. They then asked Bishops Don Holter, Lloyd C. Wicke 
and L. Scott Allen to go to Kentucky and do what they can to effect a settlement. 

Personnel. The new United Presbyterian Division of Communications-Interpretation 
will be headed by the Rev. Frank Heinze, who formerly directed the Church's de
partment of public relations. Heading departments in the new Division will be Vic 
Jameson for public relations, the Rev. Don Roper for mass media, Joseph Elkins 
for production, and the Rev. Clarence Cave for mission interpretation. In an 
interesting contrast to the United Methodist restructure in which mission interpre
tation was lodged with the mission agency, the United Presbyterians placed it in 
the new Support Agency instead of in Program. 

Red Bird. A former dairy processing plant manager from Montana who has been 
a field treasurer on the mission field in Zaire (the Congo) for three years will be 
moving next to the gently rolling hills of Beverly, Kentucky. Leonard F. Stuart 
is the new administrator of the 32-bed Red Bird Hospital, while Mrs. Stuart will 
be secretary to the Red Bird Mission's superintendent, the Rev. John Bischoff. 
The Mission, long a priority of the former Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
intends to focus more attention on the economic development of Appalachia. 

Indochina. The third meeting of the Board for Reconstruction and Reconciliation 
in Indochina will meet June 1-3 in New Delhi and for the first time there will be 
representatives from North Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. Five of the Board's 
fifteen members are from Asia, five from Indochina, and only one from North 
America (UMCOR's J. Harry Haines). Already, l. 5 million has been raised in 
the 5 million appeal. 

India. United Presbyterian fraternal worker Robert P. Ramer reports a conversa
tion at the Sangli Industrial School in which he asked a stud nt how many meals he 
had a day. The student told Ramer he had "plenty to eat" and that at harvest time 
they "cook twice a day." "How many meals do you have in the rainy season?" 
asked Ramer. "Oh, my father always has work even in the rains. We have a 
meal nearly every day." Asked what he ate when he got up in the morning, the 
youngster replied: "Whatever is left the night before." 'What if there is nothing 
left?" "Oh, I just go out and get a drink of water and wash my mouth. Father is 
sure to get something for us to eat before night. " "Have you ever been hungry for 
a whole day?" asked Ramer. "Oh, lots of times. But doesn't everyone miss meal 
in th rainy season?" 
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Of Chrome and Credibility 
The best thing Christians in the 

United States can do right now to help 
Africans in Rhodesia is to ask Congress 
to repeal the Byrd amendment which 
allows the U.S. to buy chrome from 
that country despite a United Nations 
embargo. 

The total amount of sales is in the 
neighborhood of $15 million-which is 
a small amount from the standpoint of 
a great power such as the U.S., but 
represents considerably more to the 
economy of a country such as Rhodesia. 
It is beyond credibility that the U.S . 
defensive situation could be crippled 
without such an insignificant expendi
ture. It is beyond doubt that the U.S. 
possesses a huge stockpile of chrome far 
greater than its present needs. On the 
other hand, it is clear that this small 
expenditure means a lot to the white 
minority government of Ian Smith-in 
terms of both moral support and allevia
tion of shortage of foreign currency. 

In soft , British-accented tones, Miss 
Judith Todd, twenty-nine-year-old 
daughter of Rhodesia's former Prime 
Minister (who is still under house arrest 
in Salisbury) , said recently at the Inter
church Center that by defying the United 
Nations sanctions the U.S . is, in effect, 
supporting violent change in Rhodesia . 
"There is danger that if peaceful solu
tions sought by the African National 
Council and other black leaders are not 
supported by America and other coun
tries, Africans may see no alternative to 
violence to effect change," she said. 

Miss Todd, who is white, was jailed 
for five months in 1972 for opposing the 
recommendations of the Pearce Commis
sion for a settlement of the Rhodesian 
situation. The chief problem with those 
recommendations, which were eventually 
shelved, was that no time was set for 
the five-million African blacks of Rhode
sia to achieve majority rule. The status 
quo of rule by 250,000 whites could 
seemingly go on indefinitely. 

Another white who has opposed the 
racist regime of Mr. Smith is Roman 
Catholic Bishop Donald Lamont of 
Umtali in Rhodesia, who said recently 
that the "credibility of the church" is at 

stake in his country. Despite the clear 
social teachings of all the churches there 
has been a dearth of opposition by whites 
generally to the new regime and Bishop 
Lamont put his finger on the reasons : 
"A man who comes out from Ireland or 
from any other part of Europe finds him
self in a pleasant country with a lovely 
climate. He can have many servants 
whom he can employ for very little 
money. His wife hasn't to do all the 
troublesome chores that used to be part 
of her existence. In all, he enters a new 
social class which people find easy and 
accommodating." 

That social class is built on a system 
of increasing dehumanization of the Afri
cans in Rhodesia who generally cannot 
rise above the lowest levels of public and 
private employment, have only 16 of 
66 seats in the legislature, face severely 
limited educational opportunities, and 
are now restricted to certain areas, much 
as in the apartheid system of South 
Africa. As this situation becomes increas
ingly known in the United States, and 
as the arguments for buying chrome are 
seen as the film flam that they are, the 
churches in this country will face a test 
of credibility just as the church in 
Rhodesia. 

Israel's Twenty-Fifth 
This month marks the twenty-fifth an

niversary of the founding of the State 
of Israel-surely one of the most fateful 
and significant events of modern times. 
To understand its significance for modern 
Jews, one needs only to remember that 
this is also the thirtieth anniversary of 
the Jewish uprising in the Warsaw ghetto 
against the Nazis who were succeeding 
only too well in their campaign to ex
terminate the Jews. From the holocaust 
to the homeland in five years is an 
emotional event of staggering magnitude. 

Unfortunately, the Israeli celebration 
cannot be a time simply for rejoicing. 
As it will be impossible to talk about 
the upcoming American bicentennial 
without the bloody shadows of the 
expropriated and murdered Indians to 
mock all our fine talk, so the shadows 
of the Palestinians haunt the Israelis. 

There is not time here to examine all 

the sad history of this century in 
Palestine and list the mistakes, bad faith 
and bad judgment of both Jews and 
Arabs there. Both sides are willing to 
denounce the sins of the other and 
explain away their own, up to and in
cluding the bloody murders in Khartoum 
and in Beirut. There is enough guilt to 
go around. 

What one can say is that neither the 
parties involved nor the world can stand 
another twenty-live years without a 
settlement in which justice is done to 
both sides. 

There are encouraging signs within 
Israel itself that its more sensitive citizens 
realize that the present situation, based 
on military might, is not morally ade
quate. Such questions as the homeland 
of the Palestinians, the status of Jeru- · 
salem and the security of Israel itself 
cannot be permanently settled by Phan
tom jets alone. Even more discouraging 
to many young Israelis is what is happen
ing to the quality of life in Israel itself, 
with the danger that militarism and 
disregard for others will replace the 
idealism and sense of purpose that 
marked the founding of the state. 

This attitude is very much a minority 
one and definitely not encouraged by 
the intransigence of Golda Meir's govern
ment. That intransigence itself is en
couraged and strengthened by the 
hysterical pronouncements of too many 
Arab leaders, including the desperate 
Palestinians themselves. 

Even more unfortunately, this general 
bloody-mindedness on all sides is fed 
by the great powers. With both the 
Russians and the United States more 
interested in their clients than in peace 
in the area, the general prospects are not 
good. In the U.S. particularly, foreign 
policy has become a captive of domestic 
politics to the extent that any question
ing of Israeli policy seems out of the 
question. 

If we could have but one birthday 
wish for IsraeL it would be that she re
turn to the ideals of her founding. With 
these ideals, she might convince both 
her enemies and her self-seeking friends 
that the true strength of the righteous 
is in the love of the Lord. 
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THE THIRD REPUBLIC of the Phil
ippines is dead, mutilated! 

In spite of President Marcos' pro
fuse assurances to U.S. Vice Presi
dent Agnew that the current suspen
sion of the people's rights is tem
porary, what was known as the 
freest Republic in Asia is gone. And 
irretrievably so, because even if mar
tial law were ended earlier than the 
seven years which Mr. Marcos claims 
the Citizens' Assemblies had voted 
him time to continue his one-man 
rule, the re-emerging republican 
system will be an entirely new one. 

Indeed, such a transition from the 
Marcos dictatorship to a Fourth 
Republic, if at all, will come in un
predictable, uncertain ways. It is 
difficult to foresee what will happen 
if, for instance, President Marcos 
suddenly quits or dies or gets kicked 
out of office. History will later on 
judge whether he is telling the truth 
when he says that he instituted mar
tial law to " save the republic" from 
both the Communists and decay. 
The day of judgment will come. 

But thi s early, the record has to 
be strai ghtened out lest Mr. Marcos 
misleads lon ger the world , including 
poli cy makers in Washington, D .C. 

Mr. Marcos insists that the " revo
lution from the center" which he 
boasts to have initiated is within 
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the purview of firstly, the 1935 
Constitution, and secondly, the con
troversial 1972 Charter he decreed to 
be in force following a questionable 
national referendum last January. 
The facts, however, unmistakably 
show that what we now have in the 
Philippines is a dictatorship pure 
and simple. Mr. Marcos' tactic of 
establishing this dictatorship with 
the national constitution as a ration
ale is not even original. Adolf Hitler 
did it once before. 

President Marcos invoked the 
constitutional proviso which stipu
lates that : "in case of invasion, insur
rection, or rebellion , or imminent 
danger thereof, when the public 
safety requires it, he (the President) 
may suspend the privileges of the 
writ of habeas corpus, or place the 
Philippines or any part thereof under 
martial law." This is the same article 
that he invoked when he suspended 
the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus on August 21, 1971 , and em
barked on a witch-hunt that easily 
dwarfed the McCarthy era in the 
United States. 

The martial law proclamation (No. 
1081) , dated Sept. 21 , 1972 but 
actually made public two days later, 
was issued simultaneously with a 
series of general orders and decrees 
that gave Mr. Marcos absolute per-

sonal control of the government as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces. Utilizing the concept of " un
qualified martial law powers," he 
arrogated unto himself, specially un
der General Orders No. 1, No. 3 and 
No. 3-A, legislative and judicial 
powers. The "separation of powers" 
and checks and balances-basic 
foundations of a democratic-republi
can form of government-were 
atrociously violated . The departure 
from constitutional rule was so 
brazen that when the National Press 
Club of the Philippines and other 
civic-minded citizens questioned the 
legality of the general orders and 
decrees before the Supreme Court, 
the Solicitor General could on.ly cite 
as precedents the acts of President 
Lincoln during the American Civil 
War in trying to save the Union . 

When it became apparent that the 
Supreme Court was inclined not to 
accept the Lincoln-Marcos analogy, 
there being no comparison between 
the struggle of the Confederacy and 
the Union and the suspicious bomb-

Dr. Nemesio Prudente was president 
of the Philippine College of Commerce 
in Manila until October last year when 
he joined the underground . He was 
detained in 1971 during the period of 
the suspension of the writ of habeas 
corpus but was released . 





Democracies have been falling 
" like dominoes" in East Asia, but 

at the hand of right-wing 
totalitarians not left wing. This 
open-sided, jerry-built shack is 
home for a large family in the 

Philippines . Only twelve of 200 
such homes in the slum district of 
Santo Nino have proper drainage . 

ings in the Greater Manila area that 
preceded martial law, Mr. Marcos 
fell back on the second phase of his 
strategy for "revolution." He cajoled 
and coerced the Constitutional Con
vention into inserting in the pro
posed new Charter provisions that 
not only give him outright dicta
torial powers but also legalize all 
presidential edicts issued under 
Proclamation 1081 . When the Con
Con delegates buckled down (only 
14 voted against the now infamous 
transitory provisions), Mr. Marcos 
quickly called for a nationwide 
plebiscite to ratify or reject the pro
posed new constitution . Again, the 
libertarian forces led by Senator 
Jovito R. Salonga, ex-Senator Lorenzo 
Tanada and the National Press Club 
of the Philippines went to the 
Supreme Court, arguing that there 
could be no free choice under a 
regime of martial law. 

President Marcos once more tried 
to ward off an adverse Supreme 
Court verdict by suspending the 
effects of martial law on public 
debates over the proposed constitu
tion. The negative side gave the 
affirmative speakers a resounding 
rout, and it did not take long for 
Mr. Marcos to realize that popular 
sentiment was against the " Marco
sian Constitution." Alleging that the 
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opposition leaders were resorting to 
subversive arguments, Mr. Marcos 
called off the scheduled plebiscite 
and instead decreed a national ref
erendum through barrio (village) 
councils he dubbed " citizen assem
blies." The assemblies voted mainly 
by raising of hands, becoming what 
the New York Times and the Chris
tian Science Monitor aptly described 
as "phony referendum " and " kanga
roo conventions." On the basis of 
such political contrivance, Mr. Mar
cos issued proclamations (No. 1102) 
declaring the new constitution as 
duly ratified by the people, (No. 
1103) suspending the convening of 
the ad interim National Assembly 
for at least seven years and installing 
himself as President and Prime 
Minister rolled into one, and (No. 
1104) prolonging the state of martial 
law. 

Voting nine to one, the Supreme 
Court ruled as academic the petition 
for prohibition against the plebiscite 
but broadly encouraged the raising 
of the legality of the referendum by 
citizen assemblies in a separate case . 
Promptly, the National Press Club of 
the Philippines led by its president, 
Eddie B. Monteclaro, the Civil 
Liberties Union led by ex-Senator 
Tanada, and the opposition Liberal 
party represented by Senator Salon-

ga, filed a new petition to block 
enforcement of the " Marcosian 
Constitution ." The Supreme Court 
has already conducted hearings and 
its verdict is expected hopefully 
even before this issue of New World 
Outlook goes into print. 

In giving due course to the peti
tions contesting the legality of 
martial law statutes, the members of 
the Supreme Court are taking great 
risks. The Marcos charter virtually 
renders them as "casuals" through a 
tricky proviso that considers a justice 
automatically out of the service once 
the Prime Minister names his succes
sor. The same proviso also increases 
the number of Supreme Court mem
bers from 11 to 15, thereby giving 
Mr. Marcos a chance to pack the 
tribunal with his proteges. And even 
if the Supreme Court strikes out the 
" Marcosian Constitution" and nulli
fies martial rule, the problem of en
forcing the verdict arises. President 
Marcos could always ignore the 
court as he had already hinted by 
recalling how President Lincoln re
sisted an adverse decision of the 
U.S. Supreme Court during the Civil 
War. 

The " Marcosian Constitution" 
likewise abolishes the Congress of 
the Philippines consisting of a Senate 
and a House of Representatives and 
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replaces it:with a unicameral body 
ca lled the National Assembly. A 
transitory or ad interim National As
sembly composed of senators, co n
gressmen and Con-Con de legates is 
supposed to se t the election for the 
regular National Assemb ly members. 
The convening of this transitory 
body, however, was suspended by 
the Pres ident who consequentl y 
threw out of jobs-en masse- the 
country's politi cians. On ly five 
senato rs- Sa longa, Roxas, Mitra, 
Kal aw and Padilla- had the moral 
co urage to protest in court the sum
mary abo lition of Congress w hi ch 
was timed just five days befo re the 
constitutional opening day (Jan. 22) 
of the regular sess ion of the legisla
ture. The Capitol buildin g is now 
padlocked under military guard with 
orders to shoot dissenters. 

Through the " Marcosian Constitu
tion" and pres idential decrees, Mr. 
Marcos has become Mr. Government 
himself, the Orwellian Big Brother. 
The civi l service rules have been 
scuttled and the tenure of elective 
officials disregarded. It is true that 
some of those whose resignations 
were accepted were facing charges 
of graft and co rruption and deserved 
to be weeded out. But the use of 
coercion is very evident. Resigna
tion s of those believed to be un
sympatheti c to the administration 
have been accepted, too. Tens of 
thousands of permanent employes 
of the government burea ucracy ca n 
only remain in office at the pleasure 
of the Commander-in-Chief. Thou
sands of civil servants, even those 
nearing retirement, we re displaced 
by the sycophants of Mr. Marcos, 
trag ica lly without any commensurate 
separation pay or benefits. Thi s is the 
kind of justice now prevailing in the 
Marcos " new society." 

Under hi s martial law decree No. 
1, President Marcos has been legislat
ing. He began by declaring as " part 
of the law of the land" only pending 
bill s in Congress which he cha rac
terized as beneficial to the cou ntry 
but frozen by politics. These in
cluded the government reorganiza
tibn bill , the bill increasing the 
ca pitalization of the Philippine 
National Bank, and the measures 
streamlining the tax system . Later, 
Mr. Marcos decreed entirely new 
laws. To cush ion the impact on his 
criti cs, he directed the Cabi net to 
conduct publi c hearings on the de-

crees before these became execu
tory. However, dissenters at the 
hea rin gs have been few and far 
between fo r obvious reasons. 

Under his General Order No. 3 
and 3-A, Mr. Marcos assumed exten
sive j ud ic ial author ity by taking away 
from the Supreme Court and the 
inferi o r co urts the prerogative of 
trying seven ca tego ri es of cases of 
vita l impo rtance, thus making the 
judiciary use less. These cases involve 
1) the validity, lega lity, o r constitu
tionality of any decree, o rder or act 
issued, p rom ulgated o r performed 
by the President as Commander-in
Chief of the Armed Forces o r his 
duly designated rep resentative, who 
is most often the Sec reta ry of Na
tiona l Defense ; 2) th e validity, lega l
ity o r constitutionality of Proclama
tion 1081 and of any rul e, order o r 
act issued and promul ga ted by the 
President as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces or hi s duly desig
nated representative, pursuant to 
Proclamation 1081 ; 3) crimes against 
national security and the law of na
tions; 4) crimes against the fu nda
mental law of the sta te ; 5) crimes 
agai nst public order ; 6) usurpati on 
of authority, rank, title, and improper 
use of nam es, uniform, and insignia; 
and 7) crimes committed by publi c 
officers. 

A l I of these cases have been 
placed within the excl usive jurisdic
tion of military tribunals crea ted by 
the Chief of Staff of the A rmed 
Forces under the direction of his 
Commander-in-Chief. The civili an 
co urts have practi ca lly nothing left 
to try. The wor ld took noti ce of the 
military tribunal s w hen their first 
death convict, a heroin manufac
turer, was executed by a firing squad 
at sunri se. 

It was neve r the intention of the 
framers of the 1935 Con stitution
and those w ho are still living attest 
to this-that the democratic ri ghts 
of the Filipino peop le be trampled 
upon by any governmental authority, 
even during times of nat ional cri ses. 
To abrogate the civil and human 
rights of the Filipin o peop le defeats 
th e very purpose of " saving democ
racy. " Democracy is no t saved by 
destroying it. The means must be 
consistent w ith the end . 

In th e " new society," the Bill of 
Rights has been to rn to pieces. 

No one is secure in his home o r 
in his person . Anyone may be arbi-

Ph1l1pp1nes' President Ferdinand 
Marcos has abolished the 
Congress , reduced the power 
of the Supreme Court, and "torn 
to pieces" the Bill of Rights 
Below, young female guards at a 
bank are heavily armed and also 
trained in karate . They create 
confidence for the customers but 
also symbolize the widespread 
use of gum in the Philippines. 



The wife of a Santo Nino 
shopkeeper downs a Pepsi while 

the trade is slack. Many signs 
of American influence abound, 

but democracy is no longer 
one of them . 

trarily arrested , his house searched 
and papers seized ; detained for an 
indefinite period ; exiled to a con
centration camp in a secluded island ; 
or kidnapped or assassinated without 
reason . Of course, the military can 
always say that whoever was shot 
was a subversive. This is a daily oc
currence in the outlying vil lages, 
particularly in the areas suspected 
to be sympathetic to the revolution
ists. These villages are zoned, as is 
being done in Vietnam, and suspects 
are rounded up and brought to the 
army camps, or massacred on the 
spot. 

Many activists who have been ar
rested have not been accounted for 
by the military. Only the names of 
the more wel l-known detainees 
have been published in the govern
ment newspapers. It is estimated 
that no less than 5,000 progressives 
and liberals have been arrested since 
September 22, 1972, yet on ly names 
of some 130 have been made public. 

There is no freedom of assembly. 
All political organizations are pro
hibited. No meetings or conferences 
may be held unless permitted by 
the Secretary of National Defense or 
his duly designated representative . 
In the schools, especially in the co l
leges and universities, students are 
not allowed to group themselves in 
more than five at any time outside of 
the class room . All student organiza
tions are banned. 

P r o t e s t s and demonstrations, 
strikes and pickets have been de
clared illegal. As a result, workers 
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are being arbitrarily laid off by the 
hundreds, and are now more ex
ploited . The forty-hour week is no 
longer recognized by most establish
ments. Laborers are not paid ove r
time even though they are com
pelled to work more than eight 
hours a day. There are hundreds of 
comp laints that even the minimum 
wage of eight pesos per day is not 
given them anymore . Union leaders 
and labor lawyers identified as 
" activist" or " progressive" have 
been arrested and continue to be 
confined in military prisons. The 
same is true with regard to militant 
farmers and their counsels . 

There is no freedom of speech, 
except for the apologists of the " new 
society." People are afraid to ta lk . 
It wil l take specia l courage on the 
part of even the members of Con
gress or delegates to the Constitu
tional Convention to speak their 
mind. Their parliamentary immunity 
is no longer honored. 

Radio and television commenta
tors and reporters who have been 
critica l of the Marcos administration 
before martial law are now also 
detained. Radio-TV stations have all 
been closed, except for a few, in
cluding those owned by government 
or by Mr. Marcos and his cronies . 
Nothing certainly can be broadcast 
or published against Mr. Marcos and 
his " new society." Programs in the 
stations allowed to operate are being 
monitored . Telephone lines are be
ing tapped . And the mail is of course 
censored. The military and the De-

partment of Public Information are 
always on the watch. 

There is no academic freedom . 
Even in the state universities and 
co lleges, which are specifica lly 
granted academic freedom by the 
Constitution, the shadow of the 
military is all over the place. The 
commandants of the military (cadets) 
training programs openly lord it over 
the university and co ll ege presidents. 
This is also true in the high schoo ls. 
As the Secretary of Education must 
consu lt the Secretary of National 
Defense, so must school administra
tors consult the commandants . 

On matters of school discipline 
and security, the commandants 
establish their own policies. Hence, 
all students must wear identification 
cards given by the commandant's 
office. Everyone, including the 
school officials, faculty and other 
personnel , is subject to search every
time he enters or leaves the schoo l 
premises. Books, notebooks, purses 
and wallets, etc., are minutely in
spected , for fear that a leaf manifesto 
against the " new society" may be 
concea led in them. In the primary 
grades, bags of pupil s are also in
spected by the secu rity guards or by 
the soldiers assigned to the particu
lar school. Probably realizing the 
stupidity of these searches, the chil 
dren are now being encouraged to 
use clear plastic or " see-through" 
bags . No male student with long hair 
(i .e., the ears and nape must be 
clearly exposed) and no female stu
dent wearing skirts more than four 
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inches (theY. are carefu ll y measured) 
above the knees are all owed to enter 
the camp us. The restrictions are so 
detailed and so rigidly enforced . 

Classroom discussions are limited 
to the technical and, of cou rse, to 
the merits of the " new society." Not 
much is therefore done in the classes 
on the socia l sciences, hi sto ry, 
phi losophy, th e humaniti es, litera
ture and such other subj ects w here 
free dialogue is important. Free 
thought and creativi ty are no longer 
all owed. Instructors and students 
alike are not very sure of w ho are 
the informers among them. There 
exists an atmosphere of suspicion 
and mi strust. 

In a very militant state co ll ege, th e 
last schoo l to be reopened by the 
military, facu lty and students were 
compell ed to fil l up fo rms in w hi ch 
they had to name at least five acti v ist 
(i.e. progressive-minded) teachers or 
students. Failure to do so would 
have meant dismissa l from the 
schoo l. Many faculty members chose 
to res ign rather than turn in fo rm er 

and are now jobless ; hundreds of 
students dropped out and are having 
difficulty getting admitted to other 
schoo ls. But there are also many 
w ho wrote down names, perhaps 
faced by the specte r of unemploy
ment, and very recently a dozen 
faculty members and some fifty stu
dents we re p icked up from the ir 
classes and have neve r been seen 
o r hea rd from since. 

Hundreds of progressive educators 
and students were arrested upon the 
declarat ion of martial law. Hundreds 
more are now in hiding o r may have 
jo ined the underground. 

In the secondary and elementa ry 
schoo ls, the military co nducts daily 
morning propaganda seminars on 
the " new society. " More often than 
no t, the mo notonous lectures turn 
to hate campaigns agai nst the so
ca ll ed " subversives" and " left ists." 

There is no freedom of the p ress. 
Nothing in the catego ry of news
papers, magaz in es, journals, bu ll e
tins, books, pamphlet , monographs, 
manifestoes, etc., may be printed or 

The University of Santo Tomas 
was inaugurated by the monks 
of the Dominican Order in 1587. 
There is no academic freedom 
now in the Philipp ines, the 
author writes . 



publi shed without the approva l of 
the military and the Depa rtm ent of 
Publi c In fo rmation . New spapers, 
magazines, and other publi cations 
w hi ch w ere criti ca l of th e M arcos 
administration before marti al law 
have been suppressed . A number o f 
pub l ishers, editors, co lu mnists, and 
writers are now confi ned in mi litary 
prisons. Hundreds of newsmen and 
write rs with progressive views are 
al o hiding, for fear that they may 
be picked up by the mi li tary. O nl y a 
handful o f newspapers, th ose put out 
by the govern ment o r belonging to 
Mr. Marcos and hi s pa rtners, are 
al lowed to ci rcu late. A ll ca mpus 
papers are banned. 

Th ere is curtai lment of the free
dom of re ligion. W hile the peop le 
are permitted to worship th eir God 
and joi n any Fai th, by the fact that 
th ere is no freedom of speech, of 
the press, and of assembly, freedom 
of religion is del imi ted . He w ill be a 
very brave pasto r w ho wi ll now 
del iver a se rmon on freedom and 
democracy. Although the congrega
tion may worship w ithin the prem
ises of the church, any religious 
meeting outs ide must have the per
mi ss ion o f th e m i litary. 

Hu ndreds o f min isters, pri ests, 
nuns, and church worke rs were ar
rested during the early days of 
martial ru le. Severa l have been re
leased ; the others are sti l l in the. 
milita ry stockades. Quite a number 
o f the progressive-mi nded priests, 
pastors, and church leaders are now 
in hiding. Acco rding to one pasto r, 
the list of w anted Catholic cl erics 
and Protestant mi ni sters co nsists of 

seven typewrit ten pages. They are 
wanted because th ey have identi fi ed 
themselves w ith th e poor, the op
pressed , the exp loited ; because they 
have crit ic ized th e M arcos admi nis
tration and the elit is t system fo r 
their lack of conce rn fo r the neg
lec ted masses. 

Of course, there are the conserva
tives and the opportunists in the 
d iffe rent churches w ho have p 1:J bl ic
ly supported marti al ru le. They claim 
that they are being allowed to spread 
the Gospe l anyway. But what is the 
Gospe l all about? As one young 
pr iest commented : " Jesus Chri st 
wou ld not have signed any reso lu
ti on supporting martia l law." 

Th ere is res tri ction on the freedom 
of movement. Checkpo ints are all 
ove r th e archipe lago and inspections 
are made at any t ime by the mil itary. 
Travel abroad by Ph i lipp ine cit izens 
o r ali ens w ho are permanent resi
dents o f the country is no t all owed 
unless they are given clearance by 
the Secretary of National Defense. 
Curfew hours have been imposed by 
the military. 

A ll of these prohibitions, curtail
ment, and censo rshi p are obviously 
aimed at the suppress ion of t ruth 
and the contro l of man's thought. 
Th e Orwe lli an society is now a 
rea li ty in the Phi lippi nes, supposed
ly the show-wi ndow of W estern
sty le democracy in Asia . 

Despite the loss of these freedoms 
by the people, and the accompany
ing loss of lives, of jobs, of securi ty, 
o f peace o f m ind, M r. Ma rcos insists 
that democracy in the Phil ipp ines is 
sti ll alive. And he ins ists th at his 

This wasteland of shacks, mud and garbage at North Harbor, Manila , 1s due for 
demolition . But the families will be even worse off because the new resettlement 
area offers no hope at all of employment. 

" new society" is the good society. 
He unceasingly denounces the tota li 
tarian Comm unist societies, as i f the 
" new society" he has foisted on the 
Fi l ipino peop le is not itse lf tota li 
tari an. Like al l other d ictato rs, M r. 
M arcos is a mas ter of double ta lk. 

At fi rst, he foi sted the Commun ist 
bu gaboo to j ustify martia l rule. 
W hen the al ibi d id no t cli ck, he 
sw itched the blame to a " ri ghtist 
coup d'etat p lot. " He also sa id ma r
tia l ru le is necessary to institute 
refo rms. But the refo rm s he has been 
try ing to introduce so fa r ca n very 
well be accomp lished under demo
crati c rul e. The truth gets clea rer and 
clea rer each day-that Mr. M arcos 
took out of context the martial law 
provi sion of the Ph i lippine Constitu
ti on to suit hi s political p lans and 
satisfy his personal ambitions. 

Th e Filipino people are inherentl y 
a freedom- loving people. It is true 
that they are somew hat slow in their 
react ions, bu t once awaken ed they 
fight. The pages of Ph i lippine histo ry 
are replete wi th people's revolts 
aga inst nat ive tyrants and foreign 
conquero rs. W e are optimistic that 
th ey w ill redeem them selves soon ; 
that they w ill not onl y restore but 
w ill bui ld a more dignified and 
humane ega litari an society ; that they 
wi ll no t allow freedom and democ
racy to pe ri sh in their country. 

We do hope that the liberty-loving 
and progressive-minded Am ericans 
wi ll suppo rt the Fil ipino people's 
stru gg le fo r liberation from the de
humanizing fasci stic and feudal 
fo rces. It is unfortunate that the 
United States government is support
ing fascist regimes all over the world 
so long as American military and 
economic interests are accommo
dated. The American leaders seem 
to have forgotten the " spirit o f 
1776." But it is not too late for the 
United States to change postures, 
away from imperiali sm and support 
of fasc ism and feudal ism to that o f 
equali ty of peoples and support o f 
people's freedom from exploitation 
and oppress ion everywhere in the 
wo rld . Thi s would be an appropri ate 
step, in time for the 200th anniver
sary of the fo und ing of the Am erican 
Republ ic. 

Th e Th ird Philippine Republ ic is 
dead indeed. But so long as the 
flame of liberty fli ckers in the heart 
of the Filipino, a new democratic 
repu bli c shall be born again . • 
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b Y 4 A.M. THE REST OF THE 

farmers had arrived and joined 
those staying at the home of 

Pastores, the barrio captain of Mar
ques, Ampatuan. Huddled around the 
flickering kerosene light, the settlers 
laid their battle plans for that morn
ing, guns were carefully checked over 
and shells rationed to each man. Each 
rubbed his body with X-7, an oily, 
sweet-smelling "anting-anting" that 
would protect him from the bullets of 
the enemy. The remaining portion of 
this costly fetish was to be carried 
into battle in small ampulets attached 
to the bodies of the settlers. 

Under the cover of a grey cloudy 
morning the 66 men hiked steadily 
for one and a half hours through tl1e 
foothills of Mt. Daguma toward a 
group of one hundred or more 
Maguindanao Muslims. Their inten
tion was to wipe out the remaining 
"Blackshirts" who still remained in 
the area, protected by a fortified 
retreat at the edge of the forest. The 
settlers knew they were outnumbered 
and out-gunned, but only they had 
the secret formula X-7 which would 
prbtect them during battle. They were 
invincible. 

The group divided and began to 
encircle the camp as they had learned 
from the Americans during World 
War II. Suddenly a shot rang out, 
a young man had been spotted by a 
Muslim guard. Attack plans were 
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The ravages of the conflict between Christians and Muslims in Mindanao include 
disease. This family is receiving Church World Service vaccinations. Below, Filipino 
soldiers man a recoilless rifle in front of a mosque. 
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cast aside and the settlers charged the 
first line of defense. Firing broke out 
all around as sleeping Muslims tum
bled out of bunkers to man the fox
hol and machine guns. 

An hour later when th £ring had 
di d down the Christian settlers 
counted 14 of their own dead. "They 
di d for us," noted one Ilongo settler 
standing over his dead brother ripped 
apart by the £re of a M-16 carbine. 
"If we had not attacked first, all of 
us might be killed!" another declared. 
"It was either them or us, no oth r 
choice!" Full of ambivalent feelings 
of r morse for the loss of their own 
kin and of jubilation at their success 
in killing 42 "Blackshirts" and driv
ing the rest into the forest, the men 
limped home carrying their wounded 
comrades and the dead. No longer 
were they just a Barrio Self-defense 
Unit. They had become a part of the 
fighting Jlagas (Rats) movement. 

As they walked some wondered 
about the effectiveness of the X-7, but 
the others quickly rejoined that those 
who died were mostly young men 
and they had failed to follow the do's 
and the don'ts in applying the "anting
anting." Had not others danced and 
sung in full view of the enemy and 
they had not been harmed? Clearly 
God, among other spirits, was on their 
side. 

Meanwhile, less than 20 miles away, 
the story was reversed. The settlers 
had been under attack since evening 
and had defended their village 
throughout the night while wives and 
children escaped under the cover of 
darkness to a neighboring Christian 
vi llage. As ammupition ran low the 
men followed and at 4 a.m. they saw 
their village go up in flames as 528 
nipa-wood houses were set to the 
torch by the attacking Muslims. No 
deaths were reported. Almost nothing 
was saved. But many had died and 
Bagumbayan joined the list of ghost 
towns. 

Philippine Constabulary patrols 
coming to the rescue in other nearby 
simultaneous raids in Banaba, Udtong, 
Tinumiguez, Barurao and Mamali 
were pinned down by the superior 
£re power of the attacking Blackshirt 
Muslims (named because of their 
battle uniform) and threatened with 
annihilation. Additional reinforce
ments in helicopters loaded with PC 
soldiers, 50 caliber machine guns 
blazing, saved the day for the Chris
tian settlers and forced the Muslims 
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to take cover in the overgrown 
swamps. Lament d one helicopter 
gunner, "I was only able to kill 20 
Muslims." 

This was the scene which greeted 
the New Year, January 1, 1972 in 
Mindanao. Since then official govern
ment fi gures li st more than 2,000 
persons killed in the Mindanao conflict 
over tl1e pas t two years, but unofficial 
figures are more than double this 
figure. "Why should we report our 
losses and then be suspect of seeking 
revenge?" commented one Ilongo 
settler. At one time nearly a million 
people, one tenth of the population 
in Mindanao, was displaced, fleeing 
anticipated terror in their villages 
where Muslims and Christians had 
once lived in seeming peace. In the 
North the Maranao "Barracudas" 
gained the upper hand in driving out 
Christians but their "Blackshirt" Mus
lim bretlu-en in the South were losing 
out to the Ilagas teamed up with the 
PC. Besides the thousands of homes 
put to the torch, both by Christians 
and Muslims, the conflict was fueled 
by an estimated 150,000 loose £rearms. 
Even though most of these were home
made 12 gauge shotguns fashioned 
from galvanized iron pipe and some 
were old World War II relics , others 
were high powered automatic car
bines and machine guns smuggled in 
from Viet Nam, and all were deadly 
up to a distance of 100 feet or more. 

What brought on this bloody Chris
tian-Muslim war? Why was it not 
reported in the world press? Unlike 
many wars there was no single issue 
to point to. Although the fi ghting 
usually pitted the Christian settlers 
against the Maguindanao and Ma
ranao Muslim inhabitants-it was not 
a religious war. Rather the conflict 
was termed by some journalists as a 
vicious mixture of political, tribal 
and cultural differences coming to a 
head in land disputes, abuses of those 
in power and years of neglect by the 
government in faraway Manila. 

In a broader context of the conflict, 
the history of the Muslims in the 
Philippines is stained with blood. The 
faith of Islam was planted in the coun
try by traveling Arab traders in the 
14th century. By the middle of the 
15th century, the Sulu Sultanate was 
es tablished with Sayed Abu Bukar 
and expanded to the Cotabata basin 
by Sheif Muhammad Kabungsuan, an 
Arab-Malay. In 1571 the Spanish 
forces were able to defeat Rajah Soli-

man and take Manila, but the war in 
Mindanao raged for almost 400 years 
with the Muslims defeating the Span
iards in each battle. When the Ameri
cans asserted their sovereignty over 
the Philippines, the Muslims were al
lowed to live according to their 
customs and religion, and from 1903 
to 1913 Mindanao and Sulu were set 
aside as a Muslim Province. And now 
for the first time, these people with a 
proud heritage appear to be on the 
verge of a civil war that could lead to 
their defeat or separation from the 
Philippines. 

This human tragedy the outside 
world knows so little about has been 
limited to the western half of Min
danao where both Muslims and 
Christians lived, particularly the 
provinces of Cotabato, Lanao and 
Zam boanga, an area as large as the 
state of Indiana but taking several 
days to traverse. The unpaved roads, 
deeply rutted by the logging trucks, 
represent years of neglect of southern 
and western Mindanao and yet this 
is one of the most vital areas of the 
Philippines. Cotabato province alone 
produces 80 percent of the rice grown 
in Mindanao, 60 percent of the corn 
and 20 percent of the coconuts. At the 
center is the huge Liguasan Marsh 
squatting on 360,000 acres of which 
two thirds is water and floating is
lands only a few feet above sea level. 
In addition there are deposits of gold, 
copper and oil yet to be tapped. 

When asked, "Why are you fighting 
the Muslims?" most of the Christian 
settlers reply that the Muslims abuse 
their power. They cite stories about 
rampant cattle rustling, collection of 
"tong" payments by Muslim datus, 
double or triple payments for the 
same land purchase, the taking of 
Christi an girls for their wives, their 
arrogance in being a proud people, 
and on top of this, no justice or re
course open to the Christians to com
plain or protest . No longer could they 
"turn the other cheek." Land cases 
and other disputes taken to court 
were costly and took years to settle. 
Even then the Muslim may not recog
nize the decision of the court. Thus it 
was time for "an eye for an eye." 

True, the datus in the feudalistic 
Muslim culture of Mindanao wield 
vast powers over their constitutents. 
In some cases datus have been able 
to amass control of large tracts of 
public land which they have not 
developed. The Christian settlers and 
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squatters migrating from the over
crowded North in Luzon and Visayas 
to the "Land of Promise" are eager to 
obtain land and start a ne\v life. Lack
ing the traditional respect for datus, 
the migrating Christian sett! rs have 
upset th political balance in Min
danao. Muslim mayors, governors, 
and congressmen increasingly find 
their positions threatened. Both sides 
n cd prot ction. Not too surprisingly, 
government sources list 34 private 
armies in Mindanao maintained by 
politicians. 

Ignorant of the lfuslim culture, the 
arriving settlers often fail to appreci
ate the Muslim religion, their judicial 
and political systems, their identity 
and history as an unconquered p oplc. 
F or example, fri ction develops when a 
settl er buys a piece of land from a 
Muslim onl y to find out later that 
other relatives, as descendants of one 
who was buried there, also have rights 
and must be paid. Settl ers are furth er 
irrita ted when they find Muslims 
"squatting" on portions of land they 
are not using. Traditionally, a Musli m 
group might occupy and share a 
certain territory and a person might 
use part of it, but he did not own it. 
The Spanish introduction of owner
ship, titles and deeds did not pene
tra te the hostile Muslim areas. With 
tl1e arrival of the aggressive Christian 
settlers, upon discovering these choice 
lands are not titled, they are quick 
to apply for the title and then force 
the Muslim to leave, if possible. The 
natural conclusion of the Muslim is 
tha t the Christian government and 
settl rs are conspiring against him. 

Always the resentful feeling of be
ing b·eated as second-class citizens 
in areas they traditionally regard as 
their own, surfaces whenever Muslim 
leaders air their gripes against the 
national government. The distinction 
is sharpl y, often acrimoniously, made 
between Christian Filipino and Mus
lim- not Filipino Muslim but simpl y 
Muslim. The charge of "abuse" 
against the Christian government 
might better be described as in
difference. Tensions have been seeth
ing for ages between the two com
m'unities yet the government would 
shrug it off as "that irksome Moro 
problem." Having misread the Arabic 
handwriting on the wall, the govern 
ment itself conb·ibuted to the eruption 
of open confu ct by refusing to face 
the problems and setting up a wall 
of apathy, indifference and neglect. 

o wonder there recently came into 
being a Muslim movement to separate 
tl1emselves from the Philippines. 

Today Mindanao appears calm and 
th people like to speak of peace. 
Under marti al law more tlian 50,000 
loose fi rearms were collected . Recent 
elections gave Christians a new foot
hold in local and provi ncial govern
ment. Foreign loans, enb·usted to 
th se Christi an leaders, are enabling 
an ambitious irrigation and road build
ing program by the govern ment. The 
government is also giving more em
phasis to settling land disputes, crack
ing down on groups of bandits, and 
assisting returned evacuees in previ
ous areas of fighting. Christi ans point 
to th sudden progress with an "I 
told you so" attitude. 

However the peace is an uneasy 
peace, if not costly. It is more the 
restless peace of the subdued. Trust 
and friendship, at an all -ti me low, 
have not replaced the bitter hostile 
feelings in tlie battlefi eld . While 95% 
or more of the Christi an evacuees have 
returned to tl1eir farms less than half 
of the Muslim evacuees have re
turned. "If they return," said vice 
mayor Rufino, a leader in tlie Protes
tant church, "they must come back 
under our conditions." But there is 
little to return to now as the settl ers 
quickly occupied the areas where 

lf uslims were d ri ven ou t or aban
doned. New towns and ban ios are 
quietly replacing the burned-out Mus
lim vi ll ages. 

As for the Muslims, thousands have 
re treated to the Liguasan Marsh and 
Lake Buluan where they are being 
threatened with the perils of hunger 
and epidemics like E l Tor cholera. 
Others staged an ill -organized las t 
minute effort to seal off Marawi City 
for themselves. And otl1ers have fl ed 
to Muslim sb·on<rholds in the islands 
of Julo and Basilan, where Malaysia
tra ined and equipped Muslim troops 
are putting up stiff resistance to the 
Philippine Army, Tavy and Air Force. 
In spite of the news bl ackout on the 
fighting, the return of hundreds of 
soldiers for bmial tells the grim story 
of the present mini-war in Mindanao. 
While the fighting has shifted to Mus
lims versus government troops, and 
the Ilagas have disbanded , the set
tl ers have an admi tted tie-up with the 
army to receive guns and ammunition 
in the event of an attack by Musli ms. 
Philippine Constabulary patrols keep 
constant check on any movements in 

A collection of homemade firearms 
in Kabacan, C otabato taken 
during martial law. Below, the 
author and the Rev. Teofila Bawas 
stack fertilizer, seeds and food 
inside the Bannaway United 
Methodist Church for the nearby 
Muslim rehabilitation pro;ect. 



A Magindanao Muslim father, 
Malantayac, brings his child to 

the mobile clinic of the U.M. 
church. Many of the people are 

malnourished and have TB , worms 
and skin diseases. 

Muslim communities and back up the 
government attempts to enforce na
tional laws and presidential proclama
tions. 

Various rehabilitation programs 
have been initiated by the govern
ment without much success. One pro
gram (PARE ) for returned evacuees 
required the farmer to sign eighty
seven forms before he could obtain 
a loan for crop production, and then 
he must "own" his land. Others failed 
to appropriate funds for additional 
personnel or equipment to cany out 
the program. Other efforts are blocked 
by political leaders who are embar
rassed by the presence of evacuees in 
their jurisdiction and want them to 
move away, or are fearful of allowing 
the Muslims to be sb·engthened and 
become reorganized . However, news 
media, now under governnient censor
ship, creates the impression that all 
is well and the situation is "normal." 

Similar sentiments are nourished in 
local churches and there is a notice
able lack of concern for the plight of 
the Muslim evacuees. Having made a 
token response in the form of cloth
ing or food money for relief opera
tions, the involvement of churches has 
faded away or been diverted to the 
Hood calamity that struck Luzon last 
summer. (Even the United States 
government responded with thirty mil
lion dollars for Luzon Hood victims 
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but nothing for evacuees in Min
danao.) The few courageous Filipino 
churchmen involved are usually work
ing in church-related agencies such as 
CORUM ( Cotabato Rural Uplift 
Movement ) under the leadership of 
Mrs. Portia Mapanao. This agency 
works in several established Muslim 
communities in education , literacy, co
operatives and self-help projects . The 
UMSAG (United Methodist Social 
Action Group ) has a similar approach 
with the addition of assistance in land
titling and irrigation proj cts. Also 
they have a project underway to re
settle 1,000 landless Muslim evacuees 
on lands leased near the Liguasan 
Marsh and to provide work animal 
loans to others. The Roman Catholic 
agencies have also extended loans to 
various minority groups and Muslims. 
In Marawi City the administration 
of Dansalan College has expanded its 
ex tension and literacy program among 
the Muslims and has initiated a 
successful handicraft program in 
weaving. Most of these church-related 
programs depend on outside financing 
and have American missionaries work
ing with them. 

The Rev. Robert Purnfery, a United 
Methodist m1ss10nary teaching at 
Dansalan College, has been helpful 
in bridging Christian-Muslim under
standing, speaking to numerous 
church groups and promoting semi-

nars to help both sides appreciate 
the similarities of their Christian and 
Moslem faiths. More often than not 
Filipino Christians are smprised to 
discover they share the same values 
of peace, brotherhood, charity and 
submission to God's will, thus dispel
ling the myth of the war-like Muslim 
hoping to die in battl e for Allah. The 
UMSAG social action approach has 
nabled many Filipino churchmen to 

work side by side with Muslims in 
various community projects which 
help to restore broken relationships 
of trust making possible peaceful 
solutions to problems. In a rural com
munity of Kabacan, Cotabato, a group 
of 34 Muslim and nine Christian 
farmers under the leadership of the 
United Methodist pastor, Rev. Teofilo 
Bawas, recently constructed a joint 
self-help community irrigation system 
covering nearly 200 acres. They pur
chased on installment an irrigation 
pump for $2,000 and are paying for 
it jointly, demonsb·ating the possibil
ity of living and working together. 
Y t only a year earlier these same 
Muslims had evacuated to the moun
tains . Hopefully such projects decrease 
the dependency of people on datus 
without des troying their identity as 
Muslims and help them to have 
mutual relationships with Christians. 
As for the Christians, Mr. Bawas 
summed up his experience noting that, 
"I nev~r ~~ought I could appreciate 
a Mushm. 

For the present most Christians and 
Muslims have withdrawn into their 
own communities. Hopefully the gut
level reaction towards isolationism 
and self-preservation will give way to 
more rational thinking. Clearly, the 
Filipino Christian solution and na
tional government policy is to inte
grate the Muslims and acculturate 
them to become acceptable, func
tional, and obedient to national laws. 
Will the Filipino Muslim , represent
ing less than four percent of the total 
Philippine population, be allowed to 
enter this determining process? How 
much longer will national churches 
beat their heads on the stone wall of 
viewing Muslims as objects of conver
sion? Such are the questions that chal
lenge the Christian seeking to enter 
into a helpful relationship with the 
Filipino Muslim. • 

Paul Van Buren, a United Methodist 
Missionary in Cotabato, has written pre
viously on the Mindanao situation. 
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Troops otttside the headqt1arters of the New Democratic Party 
in Seoul during martial law. 

Kim Dae Jung, 47, was leader of 
South Korea's strong New Democratic 
Party until President Park Chung Hee 
declared martial law, rewrote the Con
stitution and effectively silenced 
opposition parties last fall . In 1971 
Kim nearly defeated Park in the 
Presidential election, and his party 
garnered enough seats in the National 
Assembly to legally block President 
Park from revising the Constitution 
and becoming the dictator he now is. 
In recent months Kim has been in 
the U.S. and Japan trying to explain 
the seriousness of the death of democ
racy in his country. He was inter
viewed in Tokyo on February 26 by 
Jim Stentzel and George Gish, com
munications missionaries of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan. Excerpts 
follow: 

GISH: When Park declared martial 
law on Octob r 17, you had already 
left the country. Was this because 
you had advance warning? 
KIM: No, there was no warning. I 
had come to Japan October 11 for 
medical treatment on my thigh. Dur
ing the 1971 elections I was hit by a 
car, in what I think was an assassina
tion attempt. For political reasons, I 
was afraid of the treatment I would 
receive in a Korean hospital, so I 
have been coming to Japan for treat
ment. 
GISH: In November you sta ted that 
you might return home in January. 
What made you change your mind? 
KIM : It became clear that I would 
be either jailed or put under house 
a1Tes t. Even if I could work, there is 
little chance to do anything. Both 
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~ow•tand 
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opposition parties have been co-opted 
by Park-on the surface they oppose, 
but in fact they can only operate as 
a front for Park. The true opposition 
has been split and torn apart. So, 
rather than return and be arrested, I 
presently think it's more important 
to keep channels open to the rest of 
¢ e world. However, if any opportun
ity arises, I will return despite any 
dangers. · 
STENTZEL: The ceasefire in Viet
nam means that the 40,000 Korean 
troops in Vietnam must return home 
by March 28. What effects will this 
have in South Korea? 
KIM : The most serious effect will be 
economic. We immediately lose $150 
million in greatly needed foreign ex
change. This is what the U.S. pays 
our soldiers and they send home for 
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deposit. Korea has ·depended on these 
earnings because we continue to run 
huge trade defi cits each year. This 
deficit will get worse this year- per
haps as much as $540 million worse 
-just because of the recent dollar 
devaluation and yen revaluation. On 
top of that, more than 20 per cent 
of our export earnings this year must 
go just to pay off foreign loans and 
interest. 
STENTZEL: If an economic crisis 
develops, what will be the political 
ramifications? 
KIM: The economic problem could be 
a serious blow to the Park regime. 
However, that depends a lot on what 
the U.S . does concerning military aid. 
According to the present mood in 
the U.S. Senate, such aid may be cut 
this year, adding to the problem. This 
also would create another problem : 
with the soldiers returning from Viet
nam, the government is already forced 
to cut 40,000 military jobs; with a cut 
in U.S. aid, a further cut, below the 
600,000-man level, would be neces
sary. This would add to unemploy
ment and general dissatisfaction. 
GISH: Foreign Minister Kim Yong 
Shik is now at the United Nations 
arguing against any changes in the 
UN's Korea policies ( to keep UN 
troops in the South and refuse recog
nition of the North ). What is your 
feeling about this diplomacy? 
KIM: Kim's one goal is to keep the 

20 [228) 

Korean problem off the September 
agenda of the General Assembly. 
\i\Thether he succeeds or not, his atti
tude will worsen North-South rela
tions. I can see the situation where 
North Korea may get into the UN, 
and if it does, it's only logical that 
the first demand will be that the U.S. 
military get out of the South. I think 
that the American people and the 
U.S. Senate will also bring pressure 
for such a withdrawal. They can even 
use the Nixon Doctrine in arguing 
their case. 
STENTZEL: In the light of Kissinger 
diplomacy and the latest China-U.S. 
communique, Park seems more willing 
now to set up embassies in countries 
which forn1ally recognize North 
Korea. What is your feeling about 
this-what would you offer as an 
alternative to Park's diplomacy? 
KIM: First of all, Park is being forced 
to move on the international diplo
macy front or get shut out of the 
action. As for the new policy on 
South Korean embassies, I think it 
will be of little value without taking 
two other steps first: ( 1) the enact
ment of a North-South Peace Treaty, 
the disarming of most offensive 
weapons on both sides, and absolute 
guarantees-perhaps backed by the 
four major powers-that the peace 
and the disarmament are for real; and 
(2 ) the withdrawal of all U.S.. military 
forces from the South, and the admis-

Kim speaks before an estimated 
one million persons in Seoul one 
month before Korea's election in 
1971 . Now in the U.S. Kim is briefing 
governmental leaders, such as 
Senator Kennedy, to alert 
Americans to the critical situation 
in his country. Right, a cardboard 
portrait of President Park is 
reminiscent of those sometimes 
seen in China of Chairman Mao . 

~ lllJ 
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sion of the North to the UN as 
official South Korean policy. Having 
taken these two steps, then co-exis
tence in terms of foreign diplomacy 
and embassies has some meaning. The 
point is this: as long as we continue 
to isolate the North-maintaining war 
preparedness and blocking their ad
mission to the UN-we're simply 
pursuing a disastrous, futile course 
that is totally against the present 
mood of detente. I would like to 
change this course. I would like to 
see a federation-style government in 
Korea-two governments and one 
people who act jointly on all areas 
of agreement. If the North wants to 
maintain communism, that's OK, but 
democracy must be restored to the 
South. 
GISH: What hopes do you have for 
the restoration of democracy in the 
South? 
KIM: An irreversible course has been 
set which leads to the downfall of 
the Park regime. Park himself has set 
that course: he has established the 
most absolute dictatorship in the 
world, not because of his strength but 
because of his weakness. His strength 
was slipping, he knew it, and he has 
grabbed at martial law, suppression, 
and use of the military in order to re
gain control. In the process he has 
showed his weakness, and 80 per cent 
of the Korean people know this. The 
absolute dictatorship will lead to 
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absolute conuption and social unrest. 
I expect thre elements to assist him 
in his downfall : students, democratic 
elements within the military, and ele
ments within the Protestant and 
Catholic churches. 
STENTZEL: What role can the 
churches play in this? 
KIM: The churches have been playing 
a vital function , wor1..ing very hard 
to instill the idea of true democracy 
in students. We know that being 
Christian doesn't mean just praying, 
going to church or crossing yourself. 
A real Christian goes among the peo
ple and takes up their su1fering, their 
sbuggle. A true Christian knows that 
stopping dictators and communists 
cannot be done by hiding inside a 
church building. But not all of the 
Christians in Korea have this aware
ness yet. Therefore, the fate of the 
church hangs on what they do at this 
point. If the church takes the leader
ship in restoring democracy, it will 
also be planting the roots of true 
Christianity in the minds of all 
Koreans . The critical opportunity is 
now, and the choice is between dead 
forms or true life. I think that Korean 
Christian , because of their vitality 
and their education, will choose well. 
STENTZEL: I think that's the first 
sermon I've heard from a political 
leader in Asia .... 
KIM: It's all part of the family. I'm 
a Catholic and my wife is Protestant. 
She has a Master's degree from Scar
ritt and has worked at the YMCA 
and taught at Ewha. But you have 
more questions .. .. 
GISH : Since the Japanese defeat and 
the Ame1ican occupation in 1945, 
there has never really been "true 
democracy" in Korea-and this is part 
of Park's rationale now for what he 
calls "Korean-style democracy." Why? 
KIM: Yes, we have been oppressed 
by various forms of dictatorship for 
28 years . I think there have been two 
major problems for democratic ele
ments in Korea. One is that our 
democracy was handed down by the 
Americans-it wasn't a democracy 
we fought and died for. Now-under 
the present severe trials-our goal 
must be to struggle for our own 
d mocracy, to get it without outside 
help. Another problem is that we've 
always looked to America as a "mecca 
of democracy"-full of "democratic 
angels"-but now we see that Ameri
cans have practiced only lip-service 
democracy. They have given unlimited 

support to dictatorships as long as 
they were all anti-communist. 
STENTZEL: When you visited the 
U.S. in December, what kind of re
sponses did you receive from the 
Americans? 
KIM: I heard many people say, "The 
U.S . is already too involved in Asia." 
I said to these people, "Yes, the U.S. 
is too involved in supporting dicta tors 
in Asia." To some people I tried to 
point out that even Hitler was anti
communist. 
STENTZEL: To return to "Kissinger 
diplomacy" and the common phrase 
these days of "peaceful co-existence" 
in Asia-what are your thoughts? 
KIM: There were three dogmas of 
the Cold War: that Taiwan was 
China, that South Korea was Korea, 
and that a non-communist country is 
a free country. The first two dogmas 
have already been broken. However, 
the third dogma is yet to die, and it 
must die. Where is there a "free coun
try" in the "free world" of Asia? I 
basically approve of ixon and Kis
singer's approaches to China, but I 
don't see them stopping their support 
for dictators in so-called "free" Asia. 
By continuing to support dictators, 
the U.S. is only handing over all of 
Asia to communism. 'Why? Because 
the suppression of democracy is sup
pression of the only force that can 
stop communism. In the case of Korea, 
dictatorship in the South is actually 
worse than communism in the orth : 
the slogan of the government in the 
South is "freedom," but there is no 

freedom; the slogan of the govern
ment in the North is "a good life for 
the people," and the slogan has some 
reality. In the South we have neither 
freedom nor bread. At least the lorth 
meets its slogan by providing bread. 
GISH: On the matter of "p eaceful 
co-existence"- are you saying that it's 
a nice idea but that it won't work? 
KIM: That's right. Peaceful co-exis
tence is great, but what good is peace
ful co-existence between a bunch of 
dictators and a bunch of communists 
in Asia? They will come to co-exist 
only in communism. There must be 
two wheels on the cart : peaceful 
co-existence and vital, free democracy. 
The cart can go nowhere with only 
the first wh el. 
STENTZEL: I've heard some Koreans 
speak of Park's "downfall" as some
thing that may be as many as 10 
years away. What is your feeling? 
KIM: It's impossible to predict. For 
the record I would say "the near 
future"-nearer than we think, if the 
economic problems intensify. 
GISH: Do you find Japanese or 
Americans more supportive?? 
KIM: Th support is much greater in 
the U.S. Even though the government 
is oppressive, the American news
papers and American people have a 
tradition of democracy. The si tuation 
is very di fferent in Japan-like Korea, 
their idea of democracy is also 
handed down to them. The Japanese 
have a lot to learn about democracy 
yet. They are less critical of dictator
ships than the Americans are. • 
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E OR A LOT OF MINISTERS Mon
.... day is the day off. But it is the 

day that the Rev. Margaret Eddy 
goes to prison . 

A United Church of Christ minister 
who is pastor of a church in East 
Harlem, Mrs. Eddy visits the New 
York City women 's prison every 
Monday afternoon as part of a 
project called the Clergy Volunteer 
Program. 

The idea originated with a Catho
lic lawyer, William J. vanden Heuvel , 
who was appointed by M ayor John 
V. Lindsay after the prison riots of 
1970 to head and reactivate the 
Board of Correction, a citizen watch
dog unit that monitors the Depart
ment of Correction. 

Mr. vanden Heuvel decided that a 
priority goal was to get people from 
outside coming into the priso ns and 
bringing outside resources to bear 
on the problems of inmates. These 
visitors from the outside community, 
he felt, would also be able to play 
a vital role in arousing public con
cern about prison conditions and in 
helping prisoners after their release. 

Taking account of who would be 
willing, qualified and acceptable to 
prison authorities, Mr. vanden Heu
vel decided to call on the clergy. 
After an initial try-out period, the 
program is now going at full steam 
and over 200 members of the New 
York clergy have committed them
selves to make at least one visit a 
week-each volunteer assigned to 
a particular cellblock. 

" When the notice came across my 
desk," Mrs. Eddy says, " I had had 
some experience visiting one or two 
prisoners and had become aware 
how important contacts were for 
people in prison." So she volun
teered . 

She is assigned to section 2-upper 
(the upper floor of section 2) at the 

Mr. Early, a free-lance w riter, is a 
frequent contributor. 

Correctional Institution for Women. 
It is an area that sees a great deal of 
turnover, but no rm ally has a popu
lation of about 100 women. When 
Mrs. Eddy arrives, guard s make an 
announcement over a loudspeaker 
system, and she meets in a confe r
ence room with whoever wants to 
see her. She may also seek out cer
tain individuals she knows about. 

Though Mrs. Eddy is the on ly 
o rdai ned woman in the Clergy Vol 
untee r Program, she is not the only 
woma n. " I felt it would be more 
effective to do this work wi th a 
team approach," she recall s, " so I 
began looking around for others 
who would work wi th me. Th ere 
was the need to share the expe ri ence 
or this kind of mini stry would be 
too frustrating. And there needed 
to be someone who could speak 
Spanish, since many of the women 
in prison are Spani sh-speaking." 

Mrs. Virginia Martiniz, an "ex
horter" in a Spanish-speaking Pente
costal church and a former prison 
nurse, agreed to join in the project. 
Then Sister Helen, a nurse from the 
Catholi c Littl e Sisters of the Assump
tion, came along. So eve ry Monday 
afternoon the ecumenical trio go 
together in Mrs. Eddy's car to Riker's 
Island, where the new women 's 
pri son has been built to replace the 
old one in Greenwich Village. 

Sister Helen does not wo rk at the 
women 's prison, actually, but gives 
an afternoon's assistance at the clinic 
of a men's prison that is also on 
Riker's Island. However, a number 
of other Catholi c nuns (accepted 
more or less as clergy thou gh they 
are not o rdained), along w ith a 
couple of women seminarian s, do 
visit the women's prison under the 
Clergy Volunteer Program . Th ere is 
a coordinator for the program at 
each institution, and at the women's 
pri son this ro le is filled by Sister 
Eileen Shanahan, a fo rmer teacher 
now supported by other members 

of her order, the Sisters of Charity, 
so she ca n wo rk fu ll time in court 
and prison reform efforts. 

Clergy vo lun teers do not generally 
concentrate on specifically religious 
mini st ri es, such as conducting wo r
shi p services, since regular prison 
chap lains are responsib le fo r that. 
" We do not even cal l ourselves 
chap lains," Mrs. Eddy says. But they 
seek to make personal contact with 
individuals and render whatever 
se rvices they can-securing books or 
other items requested by prisoners, 
serv ing as l iaison with prison officia ls 
and the outside wor ld , o r w hateve r. 

An important part of the clergy 
vo lunteer work is simply helpi ng 
prisoners get information. " The 
greatest anxiety is among those de
tained and awaiting tria l," Mrs. Eddy 
says, " They don ' t know w hat is 
happeni ng to the i r cases, or w hat is 
happeni ng to their families in some 
instances." And since most New 
Yo rk City prisoners who receive long 
sentences are sent to upstate prisons, 
the majo rity of people seen by the 
clergy vo lunteers are detainees 
await ing trial. 

he mini stry of a cle rgy volunteer 
is first of all one of serv ice, with 
di scussion of religious needs al
lowed to grow naturally out of that. 
Though the idea is not to "push" 
religion, helping prisoners in practi
cal ways often leads to the oppor
tunity of talki ng with them about 
changi ng the way of li fe that led to 
prison, clergy vo lunteers find . " I 
don't believe in forcing it on peo
ple," Mrs. Eddy says, " but we have 
fou nd many wo men open to this . 
Sometimes the interest is expressed 
in rel igious terms, sometimes in 
humani st ic terms. " 

Her approach has the endorse
ment of a key figure-the wa rden 
of the women's prison, Miss Essie 
Murph . A smi ling and confident 
black woman of definite judgments, 
Miss Murph has found quite a few 
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Mrs . Eddy, Sister Helen and 
Mrs . Martiniz on their way 
in the Rikers Island prison 

bus to visit prisoners . 
Opposite page, Mrs . Eddy 
talks with Mildred Moss , 

author of numerous poems. 

well-meaning people to be utterly 
useless when it comes to helping 
prisoners. 

" It isn ' t very helpful if they just 
say, 'Well , isn ' t it a shame you are 
here and let's talk about it,'" she 
declares. The clergy volunteers who 
do the best are those who are able 
to help in some specific way and 
then let their religiou s ministry de
velop out of that, she believes. Some
thing so simple as tutoring could be 
extremely useful , she says, noting 
that some prisoners are illiterate. 

People who take up the time of a 
prison staff just to come in and meet 
some needs of their own, however, 
are not particularly welcome, Miss 
Murph is frank to say. But as for 
Mrs. Eddy: "We all love her deeply. 
She follows through and is very ef
fect ive." 

While Miss Murph welcomes 
women clergy, she does not want 
them to the exclusion of male clergy, 
and one man in the Clergy Volunteer 
Program has signed up to work at 
the wom en's prison. " I welcome the 
men coming in," Miss Murph says, 
" because so few of the women here 
have had any constructive relation
ship with a man who did not abuse 
them ." Conversely, Greg Harris, a 
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Boa rd of Correction staff member 
who directs the Clergy Volunteer 
Program, says he would like to see 
a change in the prison rules that 
keep women clergy from working 
with men prisoners . Clergy of either 
sex should be able to work with all 
prisoners, he contends. 

The kind of service clergy volun
teers perform may be as elementary 
as helping a prisoner get some cloth
ing, or may extend to long-range 
rehabilitation efforts after a prisoner 
is released. 

For Martha, it was a matter of 
some telephone calls to various offi
cia ls conce rned with her case and 
a visit to court when her trial came 
up. She later got a parole and now 
hopes to ca rry out a religious minis
try to prisoners herself, Mrs. Eddy 
repo rts. 

" I don ' t know whether or not the 
phone calls I made got the wheels 
moving," she says, " but Martha 
thinks I did some kind of magic." 

While in prison, Martha was not 
only the recipient of Mrs. Eddy's 
ministry, but became her inside 
agent, scouting around to see which 
prisoners needed help and keeping 
Mrs. Eddy informed. " Martha was 
really the chap lain on th e floor," 

Mrs. Eddy says. " We would ask her, 
who needs to be seen today?" 

But the work is not just an un
interrupted string of success stories, 
Mrs. Eddy makes clear. And often 
there is neither the clear-cut knowl
edge of failure nor the satisfaction 
of success, but the limbo of not 
knowing just what happened to 
someone you once tried to help. 

Someone like Lorna, a woman 
who had come to New York six years 
earlier from the South and was in 
prison on a robbery charge. " I saw 
her first in the infirmary because she 
had a problem with epileptic 
seizures," Mrs. Eddy says. " She had 
no visitors and no money for any
thing from the commissary. She had 
a step-brother who was keeping 
her daughter, but he never came 
to see her. 

" We helped her get some money, 
out of discretionary funds· I have, 
and got her some clothes from mem
bers of the church. Her lawyer sug
gested that a letter on her behalf 
to the judge would be helpful, so 
I wrote and said I felt she didn't 
belong in prison but needed medical 
attention. She was on drugs, which 
she had started taking to control her 
epilepsy. 





" She received a one-year sentence 
but had already se rved nine months 
in pre-trial confinement and so was 
soon released. I saw she would face 
major problems when she came out, 
so I got some people in our church 
interested in helping. We worked 
out a clini c set-up where she could 
be treated and got her on welfare. 
But it hasn ' t a"ll worked out as we 
hoped . We couldn't find housing for 
her in our neighborhood . And now 
I think she's living in the Bronx, so 
we can't work that closely w ith her 
anymo re." 

How did Mrs. Eddy get into the 
ministry to start with, back when 
women clergy were much rarer even 
than they are now? She did not have 
that goal as a youth, growing up in 
Cincinnati as the youngest of four 
children . After graduating from 
Smith College, she entered Union 
Theolog ica l Seminary in New York, 
though sti ll not with the idea of 
seeki ng ordination but to develop 
and clarify her own faith . 

For her field work while at the 
seminary, however, she joined Bill 
Webber (now president of New York 
Theological Seminary), Archie Har
graves (now president of Shaw Uni
versity in Raleigh , N.C.) and others 
who were organizing an experimen
tal inner city ministry that would 
become renowned as the East Har
lem Protestant Parish (EHPP). 

" Archie was the first real black 
friend I had," Mrs. Eddy says. "And 
his sharing of his experience was 
important in helping me see a new 
vision of the church here in East 
Harlem . 

" Somewhere in this process I be
came aware that women did go into 
the ministry, and I began to consider 
it for myself, " she says. She was also 
influen ced, she adds, by the example 
of an impressive black woman, the 
Rev. Jennie Clark, a minister of the 
Wes leyan Methodist Church . 

So Mrs. Eddy was ordained May 
30, 1951 , which was the first anni
versary of her marriage to Norman 
Eddy, another member of the group 
wo rk ing in the EHPP. His ordination 
was three days prior to hers . 

The Eddys were co-pastors of 
100th Street Church , a part of the 
EHPP, in the earliest days of their 
marriage. Then in 1952 their first 
ch i ld, Becky, now a college junior, 
was born . Tim, now a boycott or
ganizer for the United Farm Workers 
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organization led by Cesar Chavez, 
came along in 1953. And Martha, 
now a high school junior, arrived 
in 1957. 

Though Mrs. Eddy did not hold 
the position of pastor during those 
years, she remained a part of the 
EHPP ministry team and carried out 
a variety of pastoral tasks-summer 
camp chapl ai n, etc. As the chi ldren 
began to grow up, she became more 
active in community projects, and 
returned to school for a master's 
degree in pastoral counseling in 
1966-67. 

Th en in early 1971 the Church of 
the Resurrection, a congregation of 
the EHPP, asked her to take the 
place of their departing pastor. A 
small church on East 101st Street, 
it stands out not on ly for its ministry 
to a diverse mixture of b lacks, His
panic-Americans and a few whites, 
but also for its building. The struc
ture does not convey an aura of 
affluence, but it has a modernistic 
design that gives a visitor a sense 
of surprise in coming upon it in a 
neighborhood whose predom inant 
feeling is inner city slum. Equally 
surprising is the experience of going 
from the nondescript East 105th 
Street into the Eddys' modest but 
warm and pleasant townhouse, a 
different world with even a back
yard patio . 

Mrs. Eddy is in the unusual posi
tion of being her husband's pastor, 
though she says she does not give 
him pastoral counsel in g. " I give him 
wifely counsel ," she says, add ing 
that he reciprocates by sharing the 
wisdom gained from his years of 
pastoral work " when I want it. " He 
is now community coordinator for 
East Harlem Interfaith, an organiza
tion of Catho li c, Pentecostal and 
mainline Protesta nt churches work
ing together in community affairs. 

In setting up the Clergy Volunteer 
Program, Mr. vanden Heuvel had in 
mind not only helping individual 
prisoners, but building community 
support for changing the prison 
system. And the program has in fact 
turned the clergy into more knowl
edgeable and aroused advocates of 
change. They become outraged as 
they see inhumane crowding, ineffi
cient court practices that violate the 
right of the accused to a speedy 
trial and injustices in a bail system 
that keeps some people in prison for 
months awaiting trial only because 

they are poor and cannot raise a 
few hundred dollars. 

Mrs. Eddy, who currently se rves 
as moderator for the New York con
ference of the UCC, has been instru
mental in getting the UCC Commis
sion on Racial Justice to appropriate 
$5000 for a bail fund to aid New 
York City prisoners. 

Judges tend to be more severe in 
sentencing a person who comes into 
court from a cell than one who has 
been out on bail, Mrs. Eddy says. 
So the bail system results in poor 
people accused of crime being 
treated as though they were crimi
nals before they are convicted, and 
being subjected to more severe 
punishment if they are convicted . 

While setting up the Clergy Volun
teer Program, Mr. vanden Heuvel 
and the Board of Correction also 
began moving to upgrade and 
broaden the role of the paid chap
laincy at the city prisons. Dr. M . L. 
Wilson, a black pastor in Harlem 
and a Board member, was appointed 
chairman of an all-clergy task force 
to draw up recommendations, and 
Mrs. Eddy served as the only woman 
member. 

The task force issued a report with 
proposals to put a fu ll-time chaplain 
in every p ri son and make the 
chaplain an advocate for the total 
welfare of prisoners of all faiths
rather than, as has been the case, 
relying largely on part-time chaplains 
who concentrated on performing 
religious services for prisoners of 
their particular faith. The task force 
is now turning its attent ion to the 
wider problem of how the church 
can affect the total prison system. 

If the church is to have impact, 
one requirement will be knowledge . 
And the Clergy Vo lunteer Program, 
Mrs. Eddy believes, is important not 
only for what it contributes to the 
lives of prisoners but almost as much 
for the education it gives the clergy. 

" We in the churches are woefully 
ignorant of the nature of prisons, 
how they affect people and the 
variety of people who are there," 
she says . " Some of our most intelli
gent people and future leaders are 
part of our prison population
potentially another Malcolm X or 
Dan Berrigan . 

" We need an awakening," Mrs. 
Eddy says . The clergy vo lunteers are 
getting it, and they are starting to 
awaken people around them. • 
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p NTECOST1973 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

In th e Jewish tradi t ion Pentecost is 
th e feas t of co mmemoration of th e 
decisive hi storical moment which 
took pl ace on the Sinai w hen God 
revea led His law and made His 
covenant w ith the people of Israe l. 
W ith as toni shment and gratitude th e 
faith ful praise God for th at act o f 
grace w hich has given deep meaning 
and a clea r sense of di rection to 
th eir I ives : " Thou w ho hast done 
grea t th ings, 0 God, w ho is like 
Th ee?" (Ps. 71 :19) . 
Now the New Tes tament sto ry of 
Pentecost b rings the good news that 
God has even greate r things in store 
fo r His children. Peopl e gathered 
from many nat ions hea r the apostl es 
speaking of new deeds of God tak
ing place among them. With amaze
ment and pe rpl ex i ty th ey say to each 
o th er, " We hea r th em telling in our 
own tongues th e mighty works of 
God" (Acts 2 :11). W hat those wo rks 
are is explai ned by St. Pete r. Th ey 
are the li fe, the death, the resurrec
tion of Christ and the o utpouring of 
the Ho ly Spi rit. God co nti nues and 
perfects His p lan of Sa lvation. The 

f irst covenant of the Sinai is com
p leted by a new covenan t of w hich 
Jesus Chri st is the messenger, the 
guarantor and the mediato r. And this 
ti me the covenant has universal 
di mension. 
The Ho ly Spirit w hich spoke through 
th e apos tl es on that day of Pentecost 
overcame the diversity of language 
and culture beca use it spoke of the 
central and fundamental thin gs 
w hich God had done and was doing. 
M ust we not learn from this that in 
o ur own day we w ill only find tru e 
un ity and transcend our divisions i f 
we ho ld f irmly to the central truths of 
the aposto li c fa ith, the truths w hich 
have to do with the mighty works 
of God ? W e need not w orry about 
th e future of the church and th e 
ca use of church unity if w e open 
our ea rs aga in and aga in for that 
pentecos tal w itness. 
Ou r modern world , lacking a sense 
of d i rection and desperately seeking 
fo r the meaning of li fe, has the ri ght 
to expect from the Ch risti an 
churches that th ey sho uld speak 
clea rl y of these mighty wo rks of God 

and speak of them with a common 
vo ice. It is in this setti ng that, as 
St. Peter sai d, you ng men have 
visions and o ld men dream dreams 
w hich are not ill us ions. Fo r thus they 
refl ect the p lan of God Himself. 
Let us pray fo r an outpouring of the 
Ho ly Spi ri t so that we may help men 
w ho suffer sp iritually and materi ally 
to live hopefull y, knowing that God 
remains faithfu l to His covenant 
w ith men. 
The Pres idents o f the W o rld Council 
of Churches : 
Hon. Preside nt : (Rev. Dr.) W . A. 
Visse r ' t Hooft-Geneva, Switzerl and 
Dr. Ki yo ko Takeda Cho-Tokyo, 
Japan 
(Patri arch) German of Serbia- Be l
grade, Yugos lavia 
(Bishop) Hanns Lilje-Hannover, 
Germany 
(Rev. Dr.) Ernest A. Payne-Pitsford, 
En gland 
(Rev. D r.) John C. Smi th-New York, 
USA 
(Bishop) A. H. Zulu- Eshowe, South 
Afri ca • 

[235) 27 



• 
• 

by Charles Lerrigo 

A CHURCH whose growth rate is 
among the highest in the country, 
but whose pastors ca n' t openly ap
proach parishioners on the street? 

A church w hi ch has achieved a 
work ing marriage of high, middle 
and low liturgica l styles, but which 
is on ly grudgingl y accepted at 
ecumenical gatherings ? 

A church which believes in work
ing for cha nge within the system, 
w hi ch is predomi nantly middle-class, 
but whose description draws scowls 
and condemnation from middle 
Ame ri ca? 

Yes, it exists. The Metropolitan 
Community Church. Or the Univer
sal Fell owship of Metropolitan Com
munity Churches, to refer to the 
w hole. A nd the reason why the 
MCC's present such a paradox is 
because the church is gay. 

" Gay." That's the word these days 
for " homosexual," in very much the 
same way that th e word " black" is 
used fo r " Negro." An affirmation 
that one is gay has become a state
ment that " I'm not ashamed of my 
sexual orientation ." In linguistic and 
politi ca l terms, as " Black 1s beauti
ful ," likewise " Gay is good ." 

Of course, the American publi c 
and majority of churchgoers are not 
easily go ing to accept the new gay 
politics. Most people are going to 
continue to view homosexuality as a 
sickness, if not a moral malady, 
then as a pyschological illness. 

Nonetheless, the church and 
public are goi ng to have to dea l 
wi th w hat a growing number of 
homosexua ls are saying. The most 
conse rvative es timates of the number 
of homosexua ls in this country to
day put the figure at ove r 10 million, 
and those esti mates are based on 
Kinsey's research of the 1940's. The 
U.S. sexual climate has obviously 
changed, however, and a more ac
curate guess at the number of gay 
persons around would be some 30 
million . Th at means about one in 
eight persons. The fact that the man 
in the street is able to say none of 
his friends are homosexual probably 
has more to do with the fact that gay 
persons are painful ly aware of what 
" coming out" (making a public state
ment about one's sexua l orientation) 
ca n cost them . It can cost them their 
jobs, homes, friends, and in some 
cases, their church memberships. 

T 
Chu 
Rev. 
south 
had I 
bruta 
homo 
was 
after 
his fri 
cares 
cares, 
God 
enoug 
action 

Th 

atten 
AngelE 
Sunda 

In 
Metro, 
there 
states, 
Univer. 
8,000 
7,000 
is lisle 
liberati 
Some c 
the di 
that or 
fellows 
lions a 
to appl 
tional ( 
and if tf 
see its I 

There 
As the f 
out, ''th 
minori~' 
still get, 
The "rn 
Los An! 
When l 
rishione1 
guard hi 
sons wi t 
they are 
When Tr 
the LA. 
Which f 
"there's 1 
there. Bu 
the pulpi 
it's the P 



Enter the MCC 
The first Metropolitan Community 

Church was started in 1968 by the 
Rev. Troy D . Perry, Jr. A former 
Southern Pentecostal preacher, he 
had had a promising church career 
brutally cut short because of his 
homosexuality. And one night, as he 
was trying to co nsole a gay friend 
after that friend 's hassle with police, 
his friend had told him that " nobody 
care for us homosexuals." " God 
cares," sa id Troy. " No. Not even 
God ca res," his friend said . It wa 
enough to push Troy Perry back into 
action. 

The first meeting of the Metro
politan Community Church of Los 
Angeles was held in Troy's apa rt
ment, with just a handful of persons 
in attendance. But the congregation 
grew like wildfire. Today, just four 
years later, the L.A. MCC is the 
third largest Protestant church in 
attendance in the big city of Los 
Angeles. Average attendance at 
Sunday services runs over 500. 

In the Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community Churches, 
there are 40 congregations in 19 
states, plus a church in London . Th e 
Universal Fellowship co unts some 
8,000 members and an additional 
7,000 " adherents. " And Troy Perry 
is listed as one of the top 15 gay 
liberation leaders in the cou ntry. 
Some ca ll him the " Gay Guevara of 
the church." And he fully expects 
that one day soon, the Universal 
fe llowsh ip will have the 50 congrega
tions and 20,000 members needed 
to apply for membership in the Na
tional Council of Churches. When 
and if that happens, th e world wou ld 
see its first gay denomination . 

There are difficulties, of course. 
As the Rev. Mr. Perry likes to point 
out, " the gay minority is the only 
minority left that you can honestly 
sti ll get away with hating in public. " 
The " mother church " building in 
Los Angeles was recently burned . 
When Troy sees one of his pa
rishioners on the street, he has to 
guard his approach, lest other per
sons with that parishioner discover 
they are walking with a " queer." 
When Troy walks into a meeting of 
the L.A. Council of Churches (to 
which his congregation belongs) 
" there's a smiling tolerance that I'm 
there. But I'm not invited to share 
the pulpit (of other churches) unless 
it's the pulpit of some of my black 

brothers." 
But those setbacks have seemed 

only to swell the MCC ranks. The 
Sunday following the arson of the 
L.A. building, more than 1,000 per
sons came out to a service in a park
ing lot. And the success story of the 
Los Angeles congregation is being 
duplicated in city after ci ty . Five 
months ago (as of this writing) the 
Boston MCC was started with six 
persons ; attenda nce at Sunday 
evening services has already passed 
the 100 mark. 

"We Are (a) People ... " 
There are seve ral reasons for the 

MCC's success. First and foremost 
is that the other churches in this 
co untry have steadfastly refused to 
accord gay persons first-class citizen
ship in their midst. And as previous ly 
noted , there are a lot of gay persons 
around . 

" Oh! Church," the Rev. Mr. Perry 
laments in an open letter to hi s 
fellow Christians, " If only you would 
keep the teachings that were de
livered to yo u ... 'Love the Lord 
thy God with all your heart, mind , 
st ren gth , and your neighbor as your
self . . .' but you haven't. You have 
rejected the homosexual ... and 
now . .. for the most part he has 
rej ected you . ... " 

Secondly, and obviously, the MCC 
is the first church to affirm the good
ness of gayness. Instead of telling 
homosexuals that they are " sick," 
the MCC champions the right of all 
persons to choose their own sexual 
orientation. " I am not a creature 
from the outer darkness," says Perry. 
" I am a homosexual , and like most 
of the members of your churches, a 
man of flesh and blood." That is one 
of the key messages of the MCC: 
that homosexuals are basically differ
ent from heterosexuals only in their 
choice of a sex partner. 

To those who protest that there 
are Biblical injunctions against 
homosexual acts, the MCC observes 
that there are also Biblical inju nc
tions against women's rights to speak 
in the church, and against ce rtain 
eating habits, clothing and hair sty les 
-all of which have been since modi
fied by the church. " If Jesus were 
alive today," Troy quips, " I'm sure 
there'd be people who'd point 
fingers in the area of sexuality and 
say he has to be a homosexual. Not 
married and running around with 

12 guys? Betrayed by a kiss from 
another man? Come on, now." 

Th irdly, whatever some persons 
may imagine, most homosexuals 
(like most Ame ri cans) are middle
of-the-road politically, and for all 
its militance o n sexual issues, the 
Metropolitan Community Church is 
fa r from a hotbed of leftist po lit ics. 
There's no official MCC line on 
political issues. The Rev. Mr. Perry's 
personal position is that he does 
believe in militant action for basic 
rights . " But in politics, I'm a Demo
crat. I feel we can change America 
through the system ." 

Ecumenism Well-met 
There are also some ecclesiastical 

reasons why the Metropolitan Com
munity Churches have met with such 
tremendous response. Liturgically, 
there is something at MCC for almost 
eve rybody. The mini sters wear the 
cassocks, surplices and stoles of high 
church tradition, the order of wor
ship cou ld have co me from any 
mainstream Protestant traditio11 ; and 
the MCC's personalistic, emotional 
evangelistic style is a mainstay of the 
Pentecosta l tradit ion. (See box for 
description of Boston 's worship 
service.) 

The MCC's polity is mainly con
gregational , with presbyterial st ruc
tures at the national and district 
levels. And its ministers come from 
all denominations, ranging from the 
Roman Catholic Church to Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

Theologicall y, the MCC is rather 
fundamentalistic. Its only official 
doctrine is a brief " Declaration of 
Faith " based on the Apostolic Creed. 
While each MCC congregation and 
m1n1ster is di stinct, the MCC's 
evangelistic style is affected by the 
kind of pie-in-the-sky, trust-in-God
and-everything-will-be-al I-right ap
proach of the Rev. Mr. Perry, who 
attended Chicago's Moody Bible 
Institute. And that's another distinc
tion to be noted : most churches on 
a sou l-saving bent are too busy get
ting ready for the li fe beyond to pay 
much attention to the here and now. 
Not so with the MCC. While it is 
rather careful institutionally in taking 
stands on social issues, it has had 
to be concerned with the wider 
society. The legal and social oppres
sions of homosexuals have probably 
contributed greatly to the MCC's 
social co nsciousness. 
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During communion, the 
Rev. Ms. Wilson talks 

briefly to a parishioner. 

Gay Sex and God's Love 
In some respects , the MCC's un 

official but consisten t sexual ethi c 
is li t tl e di ffe rent than that of the 
majo r Pro tes tant denominations: Sex 
is best in a continu ing, monogamous 
style relationship ; sex is no t sin ful in 
and of itse lf, but on ly as persons 
use each other as sexual obj ects, 
w ithout love. 

There are, however, some di ffe r
ences in the way that the message 
comes across at MCC's around the 
country. Th ere's an angry edge to 
th e MCC ethic. Most likely, because 
what the church and society are 
saying w hen they condemn homo
sexual activi ty is that gay persons 
do no t have the right to love another 
person in the way they choose. 

" I be lieve that sex is tota lly beauti 
ful and to ta ll y good," says the Rev. 
Mr. Pe rry. " To tally. To tally good. 
To ta l ly good . Th e onl y times I fee l 
that sex is sin is w hen you leave 
the areas of love and go into the 
areas of unadulterated lust. 

" W e've really got hung up in the 
area of sexual ity," he explained in an 
interview . " We look at it as bei ng 
dirty and f il thy, and something we' re 
not supposed to do. Even our hetero
sexual brothers and si sters have such 
guil t fee lings. For yea rs th ey w eren' t 
supposed to have any so rt of sex 
before marri age. Th en the poor 
things crawled into bed and had sex 

and fe lt so terribl y guilty about it. " 
Surpri singly, Troy Perry makes lit

tl e apo logy that hi s personal love 
li fe is not all he would like it to be. 
" God's perfect will ," as he sees it, 
is long-standing monogamous rela
ti onships. " And more and more gay 
couples," he reports, " are making it. 
I recentl y performed a Service of 
Ho ly Union for a coupl e of men 
w ho had been together for 26 years. 
W e have two women in Tampa who 
have ce lebrated their 41st anniver
sa ry. I'm finding that successful 
monogamous relation ships among 
gays are not the exception people 
think they are." 

Troy's relationship with his cur
rent lover is no t exclu sively monoga
mous. He's not happy about that, 
but it doesn' t floor him . God also 
has a " permi ss ive will ," he posits. 
" I beli eve there can be loving experi
ences, even in a one-night stand . 
I trul y beli eve th at two individuals 
ca n meet and share their complete 
bei ng with each other, totally 
sexually too, and never see each 
o ther again . And remember it as a 
bea utiful , loving situation ." 

Ask the Rev. Mr. Perry what he 
means by a " loving situation," and 
he' ll begin by warning against taking 
without giving, and end by saying 
th at you ' ll be able to know what 
love is when it comes. " I have a 
fri end in Los Angeles," he recounts, 
" who's the most irreverent person I 
kn ow. But we have a totall y consum
ing love for each o ther. Now my 
fri end is gay, but our love has never 
taken a sexual expression . We can 
reach out and touch each other, 
though, and w~ know th at love is 
th ere." 

With Love, From Boston 
Since 1967-the year of the gay 

ri o ts in New York City-a gay politi cs 
has been developing w hich goes be
yond the asse rtion o f pride in one's 
sexual orientation . Gay liberation, in 
some quarters, is an affirmati on of 
so lidarity with the feminist move
ment. Ideo logi call y, at least, being 
" gay" has to do with breaking dow n 
sex stereotypes (thi s is " masculine," 
th at is " feminine"), the impli cations 
of w hich are too numerous to go 
into here. Th e Metropo litan Com
munity Church of Boston, more so 
than M CC's elsewhere, gives an in
sight to how the new gay politics 
affects the church. 
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One of the asse rtions of the 
Metropolitan Community Churches 
is that, aside from the obvious, 
homosexua ls are " just plain fo lks." 
The MCC worship experience (at 
least in Boston) illustrates the 
point. 

It could have been any littl e 
congregation. The co-pastors and 
the visiting dignitary were chatt ing 
quietly in the vestry. The ushers 
were pleasant, but non-involved. 
In another room a co ngregationa l 
clique had gathered, and from up
stairs I hea rd the sounds of a small 
choir practicing. The altar and 
chape l were by candlelight. 

Inside, I laid my cameras on a 
chair and glanced at the bulleti n. 
There was a call to worship, a con-

1!1 

fession, scrip ture reading, prayers, 
offering and communion, in that 
order. Larry, the pastor, occasional-

I
J ly bustles in and out, rearranging 

the flowers, altar cards, talking to 
the o rganist and moving a few 

! 
chai rs around. 

The people filter in and it begins. 
It' s a fai rl y low key operation . 
Nancy (the co-pastor) gives a dis-
armi ngly plain se rm onette about a 
fe llow theologian 's " coming out" 

II 

(making the first public statement 
of homosexua l preference) . It's the 
first reference to the gay life in the 

~ se rvi ce. A member of the congrega-
11 tion leads the responsive lesson. 

Larry thanks the organ ist for the 
voluntary which fo ll owed the read
ing, a nice pe rsonal touch for the 
comfo rtable, but not terribly excit
ing liturgy. 

The Rev. Troy Perry, guest 

prea cher, gets up and the mood 
changes. He te lls a gay joke, and 
the congregation laughs out loud, 
not the muted laugh of most 
churches, but a good, deep belly 
laugh. I begin to warm to the wor
ship ; there ought to be laughter 
in the House of the Lord. He tell s 
of his fee ling at his chu rch's being 
bu rned down, and throws in 
another joke. This time the co n
gregation app lauds. He tells the 
Boston worshippe rs that within a 
week of the arson, the Los Angeles 
co ngregation had secured a 1,235-
seat theater for services. " It's cost
ing us a total of $25 a week," he 
says. " Now that's God at work. Put 
your faith in God and on ly good 
things will happen." I don' t agree 
with Troy's over-s implifi ed theol
ogy, but I'm glad the se rvice is be
coming more live ly. 

Afte r the announcements, there 
are prayers. Nancy leads the 
prayers, but it' s a time of open 
petition, the congregation praying 
out loud along with the mini ste rs. 
Larry gives thanks " for at least a 
semblance of peace . . . May this 
miserable mess in South Vietnam 
never never never occu r again." 
There are intercessions for those 
in Northern Ireland, those in jail 
" fo r w hatever reason," for those 
" who have had to flee their cou n
try." The congregat ion begins to 
get the Sp iri t. " Yes, Lord, Yes. 
Amen." 

There are prayers for the chu rch, 
and one worshipper behind me 
says, very quietly : " Lord, I ca n' t 
thank thee enough that we can all 

be here together tonight." I feel the Ii 
tears begin to we ll in my eyes. Peo
pl e, especially church people, 
aren ' t usually that kind of thankful Ill! 
for their ga th erings. Somebody else 
prays " for all denominations." A 
prayer is spoken that the Episcopal 
chu rch should wake up and ordain 
gay persons. " Yes, Lord !" A praye r 
for " all gay mini sters and all gay 
persons. " " Amen! Amen ." 

Then Larry exhorts: " Up on your 
feet, people. " The people rise. " The 
hymn is number 18." And the peo
p le sing. I look around and nobody 
is not singing. 

After the offering, it' s time for 
communion . Larry does the " Words 
of the Master" (prayer of consecra
tion , or words of institution) with a 
sincerity and reve rence I haven't 
seen in a long time. The invitation 
is ·to all present. You can receive 
communion seated, standing or 
kneeling. Or with your lover. As 
each person receives the wafer and 
w ine, each minister lays on his or 
her hands, and speaks to each in
dividual-for as long as is neces-
sa ry. 

At the end there is a fellowship 
circle, a singing of " Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds." A hand is extended to 
include me, and this time I accept. 
Whatever my theologica l and 
psychological reserva tions to this 
church, these are real people. And 
I long ago decided not to ca ll " un
clean " those upon whom the Lord 
lays h is sp irit. C.L. 
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Left to right facing the congregation at Boston's Metropolitan Community Church are the Rev. Ms . Nancy Wilson , the Rev. 
Larry Bernier, and the Rev. Troy Perry, founder of the denomination . 

The Boston co ngregation was 
started by the Rev. Larry Berni er, a 
former Ro man Catholic seminarian . 
" I decided way back when," he sa id 
in an interview, " that thi s was not 
go ing to be another w hite, A nglo
Saxon, middle-cl ass, male-dominated 
church. I also decided that the only 
way to accom p li sh that was to beg. 
So I went o n a loca l radio program 
and said: ' I need a woman to help 
me. I don' t care w hat her qualifica
tions are. If necessa ry, I' ll train her.'" 

The woman w ho responded to 
Larry's plea was Nancy Wil son, a 
first-year student at Boston Univer
sity Schoo l of Theology. She is a 
U nited Methodist (a ltho ugh she 
doesn ' t know how her d eno mination 
is going to react to her now) from 
Long Island, N.Y. , went to a sm all 
Methodist co ll ege in weste rn Penn 
sy lva nia, w here she was a reli gio n ma
jor and psycho logy minor. Until last 
spr ing, she had m ade a " heterosexual 
assumption" about her sexuality. 
Then she met Gerry. They we re 
joined in Ho ly Union o n Dec. 28, 
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1972. 
The Rev. Ms. Wilson is and isn' t 

" co-pas to r" of the MCC congrega
tion . Officially, she is " associa te 
pasto r." " We've got to change that," 
she says of the title, " but I am o nl y 
part-time here, and I am at leas t as 
v isibl e as Larry. " She sha res eq ually 
(when her ob li gations as a student 
permit) in the co un se ling, speaking 
and worship o f the church . Her 
major co nce rn is that the (p red omi
nant ly male) MCC doesn' t sli ght th e 
sis terhood , and she is making som e 
progress. At a special MCC feminist 
liturgy, the service began with the 
burning of male chauvi ni st w ritings 
of some church fathers, leaders, and 
St. Paul-and w ith the burning of a 
quote from the title of the Rev. Mr. 
Perry's book : Th e Lord is My Shep
herd, and HE Knows I'm Cay. The 
impact of Nancy's leadership at 
MCC/ Boston is ye t to be fully as
sessed , but the co ngrega ti o n is blaz
ing some new paths for the Unive rsa l 
Fellowship . 

Th e bas ic pri nciple of the Metro-

politan Community Churches, how
ever, is not its sexual ethics or 
o ri entation. About 80-95 per cent of 
th e members in each congregation 
are gay, but the church presents it
se lf as a place where both "straights" 
and " gays" can mee t to worship 
God . As Pasto r Bernier puts it, " Our 
common deno minator is Christianity, 
not gayness." 

Th e Rev. Mr. Bernier begins his 
se rvices by saying : " W elcome to the 
Metropolitan Community Church o f 
Boston ... and I say that becau se 
I love yo u. 

" When I say ' I love you' to the 
co ngregation," he explains, " That 
means that I ca re for you. It means 
a deep eno ugh co nce rn that I want 
to get to kn ow peop le and help 
them w here they have a need . 

" Beca use that' s w hat really keeps 
us go ing and growing here. The 
agape love of the New Testam ent. 
Love. " • 

Charles Lerrigo, fo rm er religion edi to r 
of the Boston He ra ld -Trave ll e r, is now a 
free -lance w ri te r. 
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1 August 1972 . Yesterday's hint of 
summer suffered a relapse during the 
ni ght. It frosted for the first tim e 
this winter. Papaya and banana 
branches are hangi ng limp and bl ack 
this mo rnin g. When we got up the 
wi nd was sti ll co ld enough for us 
to want to build a fire in the fire
place. Then, later, I filled our ri ew 
iron three- legged pot with water, 
spices, and pieces of chicken, and 
placed it in the fire to stew. W e 
have really appreciated having a fire
place-our first! Many fl ats do not 
have one, so we feel fortunate even 
though it heats only one room. 

Sitting here in the morning so li
tude (made poss ible by our two
yea r-old 's nap) I reread a letter 
we received yesterday. " Have you 
entered any severe periods of culture 
shock?" our friend asks. " Has the 
dream of service far exceeded the 
reality ?" 

For me the culture shock was 
negli gible ; my roots are in a 
Botswa na-like situation ; my culture 
shock was and will be when I reside 
in the United States. I fee l that as 
co untries go, however, Botswana has 
to be among the gentlest. We have 
experi enced acceptance, open
hea rted ch iding when necessary, 
and exuberant sharing. Adjustment 
agonies were related primarily to 
the new job (as with most new jobs). 

To answer the second question 
(Has the dream of se rvi ce far ex
ceeded the rea lity?), frankly, I had 
no dream of being of se rvi ce in 
Botswana. It was to us a great thing 
to be asked to come. W e have fo r 
years very much wa nted an overseas 

experi ence. Some say, but yo u must 
be especially co nscious of se rving 
God; afte r al l, you are wo rkin g for 
a chu rch agency-and in a fo reign 
co untry! And I say, no more 
than you have some se nse of 
se rvi ng God wherever you are if, in 
fact, th at is w hat you are about. 
No thing supern atural happens w hil e 
in fli ght over th e Atlantic ; we are 
still simple hungry people wa nting 
and finding and wa nting again 
spiritual food. 

Prac ti ca lly speaking, voca ti onally 
speaking, there is in a deve lopi ng 
cou ntry more chance to work at a 
more basic level with the myriad 
problem s that people face . This is 
offse t by the alarming hesitancy of 
those same people to act and a com
pelte cas ualness about time (the lat
ter no ti ced most ly by Ameri ca ns I 
suppose). It depends on w hat kind 
of wo rk you enjoy doing. For 
examp le, I teach English to teen-age 
gi rl s w ho for one reason or another 
are not in hi gh schoo l. I am thrilled 
when one requests a copy of 
Kutlwano, the national magazine, or 
w hen a co uple of them get very 
sp irited as they act out a smal l pre
pared dialog. Thi s is not necessa ril y 
better than, but refreshingly different 
from, the thrill of having an eager 
student anywhere in th e wo rld ... 
Yes, these two yea rs are a gi ft. 

Thi s even ing as an afterthought 
gathered the remaini ng tomatoes, 
fea ring another frost. Many of them 
are green, and fo r a sp lit second I 
was homes ick for autumn in Kansas. 
It was quite dark w hen I finished, 
and the ni ght insec ts, w hi ch a week 

ago were getti ng tuned up, re
mained silent and co ld . 

3 August. Ted is in Gaborone and 
Lobatse these two days with Francis
town 's hea lth inspecto r. They are 
checking into and comparing prob
lems, water systems and charges, and 
was te disposal prog rams of these 
Botswana ci ties. 

In Ted 's absence last night, I 
wrapped up in a blanket and lay on 
the couch, watching the fire til l I 
fe ll as leep. We are slow ly burning 
up a 30-pound hunk of coal that 
Ted found along the rai I road tracks. 
By this morning the fire was out, but 
the lump of coa l st ill warm . I wi ll 
light a fire under it again tonight ; 
it does seem to be crumbling a little . 
We have never been so cold at night 
as he re in Botswana. Buildings are 
designed for hot weather comfort , 
not co ld. And heavy blankets, big 
enough for two single beds pushed 
together, are hard to come by 1n 
Francistown . 

Since this was my morning to 
teach at the community center, I 
tried to pay specia l attention to 
Tamm, our two-year-old, who seems 
to exp ress some anxiety as to my 
continual whereabouts. Tamm put 
away a couple of helpings of mealie 
mea l (which I cook to resemble 
cream of wheat); then I dressed her 
in three layers of clothing agai nst 
the chi ll. While brushing her hair 
I noti ced that the curls resulting 
from yesterday's bath and wet hair 
were already gone; this air in w hi ch 
we live and move is exceedingly dryl 

Ran ger Club (my teaching job one 
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morning a week) should have been 
discouraging, but somehow wasn't. 
Three (out of ten) girls came, half 
an hour late. Marge (with whom I 
teach) and I played word Bingo with 
them (using minimal pairs of the two 
sounds most difficylt for Setswana 
speakers to distinguish : ee vs . i) , 
had them write sentences in answer 
to questions about an article on 
Bushmen which we studied last 
week, dictated som~ sentences from 
the same article, and ended with 
a spelling bee using words that came 
up in last week's co·nversation about 
sex education and family rapport. 
The three girls (Mathildah Moalusi , 
Sara Bashe, and Christinah Modisa) 
were apt and rapt students, making 
the morning a fun one. We parted 
with the Ranger Prayer (similar to 
Girl Guides statements of faith) . 

At a Ranger Club staff meeting last 
Tuesday we came up with the neces
sity of admitting that a major task 
of the Club is to prepare the girls 
to seek employment. And the main 
job market-also comparatively 
lucrative-is that for maids for richer 
families , be they Batswana or ex-

Scenes in the pages of one missionary's 
diary include a Madonna of the Market
place in Francistown, Botswana, a picnic, 
and men repairing the 1bridge connecting 
that city to Monarch after the lnchwe 
River's spring floods damaged the 
structure. 
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" I have become newly appreciative of the science 

of piggy-backing inf ants.', 

patriate. We have decided to be
co me more formal: tes t the gi rl s dur
ing the last two weeks of the schoo l 
on what they have been do ing, and 
reco rd the results on a certifi cate 
which a gi rl ca n then show a poten
tial employe r. 

Hopefully this will give the girls 
a goal and at the same tim e foster a 
bit more real-school attitude to 
Ranger Club, which up to now has 
been little more than a co nso lati on 
prize for a teenager faced with the 
news that she failed that Standard 
VII exam . I feel that thi s Club is a 
necessity ; the Girl Guide program 
has inadvertently become a second
ary school effort. There is precious 
little in Botswana for teenagers who 
are not in high school, and of these 
teenagers there are thou sa nds. Th e 
country accepts thi s fact ; there are 
simply not enough high schoo ls to 
accommodate the young people. 
(Youn gsters who do pass that exam 
speak of being "awarded a pl ace" in 
a secondary school!) The brigades 
(on-the-job cooperatives which train 
yo ung people in, say, textil es, wood
work, building, etc.) and the new 
vocational school in Gaborone will 
and do alleviate the probl em some
what, but not enough. 

5 August. Food! This morning there 
was in our post office box a package 
containing the first three issues of 
Faith and Art, a new periodi ca l 
from the States. When we got home 
from town (the children and I each 
ca rrying a small load of groceri es) , 
I was very unmotherly and bani shed 
them to the out-of-doors and sa t 
down to read. Two of the three 

magaz ines had bri ght posters in the 
center fo ld, encourag ing creativi ty. 
I scotch-taped them to walls and 
th en sat back down and "ate and 
ate." 

Ted arrived home at 4 :30 in the 
afternoon from Gaborone, thorough
ly dusty and comp lete ly joggled . He 
was thankful to be back without 
mishap as he had accumu lated a 
large number of passengers and the 
road was frightfully bumpy-the 
highway, that is. He brought with 
him treasure, cassette tapes copied 
from friends in Gaborone : the com
plete Handel 's " Mess iah," Bach's 
" Magnificat in D," Mozart's " Re
quiem," a w ho le hour of Simon and 
Garfunkle, plus more fo lk song 
favo rites. We listened nd li ste'ned 
after the seemingly end less months 
of si lence during w hich our tape 
reco rder was on o rder from South 
Africa. 

6 August. Sunday, but not a day of 
rest. Started off peacefully enough 
and to be su re the busyness was 
pl easureful. Lunch is always late be
cause church generally lasts till 
12:30. Then we linger to try out our 
paltry Setswana phrases on patient 
brothers and sisters in Christ. In sp ite 
of the lateness, however, we decided 
to go back at 3 fo r the once-a-month 
communion service (our first si nce 
coming to Botswana) . The co ngrega
tion for the afternoon was small , 
about thirty. About half of the 
women wo re w hite blouses and ker
chiefs. At first I thought these were 
deaconesses, but it appears it is just 
the way to dress for communion . 
When time came to distribute the 

elements, one man and one woman 
came forward and sea ted themselves 
right at the altar table. They waited 
while Moruti (Rev.) Linyebe read 
the introductory words and then 
distributed the bread and wine. 
When both elements were distrib
uted, the congregation ate and drank 
together. Though the words were in 
Setswana, the cadences of the 
familiar passages were the same as 
in English . 

Then at S p.m. (half an hour be
tween!) we gathered at Ben and 
Salome Masi pa's house for a meeting 
of " Kgaolo (chapter) 3" ; the congre
gation is divided into four such 
chapters, each meeting monthly. 
This could be (and in some ways is) 
a cell group, but takes the form of 
a little worship service at the begin
ning and end. In between we drink 
tea and knock around stewardship 
goals, etc. There is room for l:ianter, 
and this is becoming the place for 
us to ask our questions. With three 
English speakers present, there is 
enough translating done to keep us 
abreast of whah being said . 

9 August. Our ship must have come 
in ; we got about seven periodicals 
in the morning's mail-all a couple 
of months old but very welcome. 
Also, there was a statement and can
ce lled checks from the local bank, 
RS .SO for "ledger fee," but that 
cove rs several months. Things, 
generally speaking, are comparable 
in cost to the States-like se rvices 
and most groceries and clothes. 
Household help and general un
skilled labor is. low; the govern
ment's minimum daily wage is 80¢ . 
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Ted and daughter Tamm learn the art of goat butchering from Phineas and Simeon 
Makhaola . 

Beef, bread, and mealie mea l are 
low- 30¢ po und, 15¢ loaf, and 3¢ 
po und respectively. Shoes seem low 
but good quality is hard to come 
by. I have on ly bought a sweater 
(j ersey) for me, fo r R8. T-shirts fo r 
th e boys w ere very poo r quality. 
Ted go t two pairs of shorts (shorter 
th an Bermudas, but that's all that 
could be had) for R4 :50 each. A ll 
necessary household items are avai l
ab le loca lly. 

70 August. This morning on my way 
to Ranger Club, I noticed mo re 
th an the usua l number of peop le 
w rapped in b lankets. From the be
ginning o f the co ld weather, I have 
admired thi s ab il ity to make one's 
possessions adaptab le and th erefore 
have need o f fewer thi ngs. A b lanket 
ca n be a hooded coat, o r an ex
tended shawl around th e shou lders, 
o r a w rap-a round under the arms. 
But its main advantage over a coat 
is that it can include the baby on 
your back. 

I have become newly appreciative 
of the sc ience o f pi ggy-backin g in 
fants: pad his bottom w ell ; fas ten 
the waist ties (the lowe r ones) of 
your ca rryi ng clo th (" thari "); get the 
baby spreadeagled on your back and 
balance him there by bending from 
the wa ist ; b rin g the thari up ove r 
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baby's body an d take th e shoulder 
straps ove r your shoulders and 
criss-cross them in front of you and 
fas ten them to the wa ist ti es. Now 
ta·ke a towe l-shaped clo th and cove r 
the thari by tucking the cloth into 
the ties in front- fo r p resentabi l i ty, 
I assume. Now, if it is co ld, w rap a 
b lanket li kewise, overl appi ng the 
ends at your fro nt and tucki ng them 
into each other. I observe much un
tuck ing and tightening of b lankets. 

The Setswana word " thari " was 
made un fo rgettable by our language 
teacher, Father Terrance. There is 
a proverb : Ngwana yo o sa leleng o 
sw ela th a ring. Translated : The child 
w i ll die in the tha ri if he doesn' t cry. 
Father Terrence said th at his fi rst 
Se tswana sermon was based on th is 
truth: i f we don' t ask fo r help 
when we need it, we die. 

73 August. Our boy's second vaca
tion of the schoo l year sta rts tomor
row, so getti ng up in the mornin g 
wi ll be more relaxed for the next 
month. Each of the three term s ends 
w ith a ce rtai n amount of celebration. 
M y dubiousness about this division 
o f term s is: how does a teacher get 
momentum built up three separate 
tim es each year, and w hat is the 
retention carry-ove r fro m one term 
to the nex t? 

Anyway, ou r boys seem to be 
thrivi ng in thi s qu ite British sys tem. 
I met them at school last Friday 
morn ing w hen they we re dismissed, 
and toured their class rooms. Javan's 
teacher (fo r f irst standard) is a 
dimi nu tive South A fri can, charm ing 
and exacting. I sat in Javan's desk 
w hile he turned the pages o f hi s 
now-complete no tebook, resplen
dent w ith iilustrati ons and quavery 
numbers (2 mugs, 3 to rto ises, 4 
mophane cate rp i ll ars, etc.). Therron's 
teacher is a M otswana, hired to 
teach Setswana but w ho has been 
kept mo re than busy f i llin g in fo r 
the teachers w ho come and go an d 
get sick. Thei r room was dominated 
by regiments of numbers and an 
interes tin g study o f feathers. 

The children and I walked home 
via Lekgaba Shop and marked the 
end of the te rm by th e children 
each choosing a small purchase. 
Therron and Javan chose mi niature 
B.ushmen's bows and ti ny quivers 
of arrows. Tamm chose a small 
wooden wease l- like animal w hich 
she clu tched fo r the rest of the day. 
I bought a siese l handbag (bri ght 
o range and w hite) , a kgotl a stoo l 
(love ly fo r littl e people to sit on), 
and three Bushmen's pi anos (thumb
plucked, hand-held , each one dif
ferent) to send to fri ends and fa mily. 

Lekgaba Shop is one of a few 
outl ets fo r Bo tswana hand icrafts 
w here all proceeds are funneled 
back into the creati ve end . Ceramics, 
w oodca rving, sculpting, pai nting, 
siesel and bead work are taught and 
done at Lekgaba Center, a cl uster of 
beautiful rondavels on the outskirts 
of Fra ncistown. (The elongated cer
amics build ing has a pl aque at the 
entrance : " A gift of the Nati onal 
Council of Churches of Un ited 
States .") O ne of the Lekgaba staff is 
our neighbor on the first floo r, a 
Black Peace Co rpsman from North 
Ca ro lina. He has info rm ed us that a 
Lekgaba student spends three years 
(no month-long breaks between 
terms) as an apprenti ce in one o f th e 
areas mentioned above. Then he 
graduates and is a craftsman. Th is 
December the fi rst class wi ll gradu 
ate-eight in ce ramics and two o r 
three in woodcarvi ng. It is hoped 
that most of th is yea r's gradua tes 
wi ll stay on at Lekgaba as instructors. 

Today (Sunday) was jam-packed : 
fa m i ly service at the Anglican Church 
(once a month , the other three Sun-
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days being •for interdenominational 
church schoo l classes) ; then o ur so
far regular morning worship in 
Setswana at the United Congrega
tional Church; at 4 :30 another 
Kgaola 3 meeting, this time to offi
cially receive a new co uple into the 
fellowship. The last was in fo rm al 
and enjoyab le; we spent the bu lk 
of the time singi ng, the Batswana 
urging the Ameri ca ns to sight read 
the do-re-me's. The hym ns are w rit
ten this way rather than on the staff. 

14 August. The season is undeniably 
changing : the cat now occasional ly 
sleeps on the floor agai n; our neigh
bor rides hi s moto r scoote r to work 
instead of hi s truck ; we opened the 
kitchen window today and it has 
remained open even th ough we bui l t 
a fire in the fireplace afte r sun 
down ; and this mo rnin g fo r the first 
time in many a moon I did not make 
a dash from bed to my furry sli ppers, 
but " wo re barefooted," as Tamm 
would say. 

19 August. We decided to " do" the 
Nchwe Ri ver. We entered it at the 
Monarch b ridge, about a mile from 
our house, and headed north (away 
from Francistown). We passed two 
wa ter ho les, co ne-shaped excava
tions 6 to 10 feet deep in the river 
channel. In one there was a meta l 
cy linder sunk below the wa ter level, 
and it was cove red w ith a sheet of 
meta l and weighted down with a 
stone. The other wate r hole w as 
open, but ca refull y fenced at the 
upper rim with thorn bu shes; the 
reason became clea r as we watched: 
a cow tried her best to push her way 
through to the water. 

In ou tl ying areas of Francistown, 
there are occas ional stand pipes o r 
wate r faucets. Howeve r, di stance 
from avai lab le sources (a nd tradi
tion, no doubt) prompt the appear
ance of these water ho les as soon 
as the river dries up. I find them an 
unflagging source of fascination. (I 
wou ld undoubtedly be less fasci
nated if I carried all our wate r from 
one such ho le.) The camaraderie 
evidenced between the girl s and 
women, the incredible grace re
quired to balance a 5-gallon ca n or 
bu cket- and turn, chat, walk uphill , 
beckon to a chi ld! I remember 
watching Indian women with th eir 
clay pots; but each wou ld invariably 
have a straw or cloth mat to cushion 

the load , and perhaps give a little 
traction on sli ck hair. But ca n cu rly 
hair make that much difference? 
Here in Botswana loads are often in 
flat metal containers and usually 
carried on the bare head . 

27 August. O n Satu rd ay we co ll abo
rated with two other families on a 
wa lk up to Lekgaba Center and then 
down to the Nchwe Ri ver fo r a pic
ni c lunch. We had trouble findi ng 
firewood ; everything moveable has 
been cleaned away over the winter 
months, so we waited until Ted ar
rived with the axe after wo rk. Over 
lunch we discussed the history of 
the church in southern Africa. 

After the picnickers disbanded, 
our guests and we decided that we 
would launch a trip to Matsiloje, 
so utheast of F-town on the Rhode
sian border. There resi des in Mat
sil oje one " Prophet Mokoleng" to 
w hom (it is said) people come from 
as far as Southwest Afr ica to be 
blessed and return with holy wate r. 
Jim thought it might be a good field 
trip for hi s December gathering of 
vo lunteers, and wa nted to invest i
gate. Ted, typically opt1m1st1c, 
judged th e distance to be 25 miles, 
so in spite of it being already 3 :30 
p.m . we set o ut. Thirty minutes late r 
we came to a catt le post- the first 
people we had seen si nce leavi ng 
town . We asked , " Matsiloje o kae?" 
(Where is Matsiloje?) We received 
amazed stares and motions to the 
south . We had taken the wro ng 
fork. Back we went, and very nearly 
got stuck in the sand trying to make 
the sharp turn onto the ri ght fo rk . 
Th i rty minutes mo re, and we ca me 
to a smal l post office w hi ch we 
recognized from a previo us trip and 
knew we were now quite close to 
th e Ramaquebana River which 
sepa rated Bo tswana and Rhodesia. 
By now the people we met (i nfre
quent enough that we always 
stopped to ask) immediately recog
nized where we wanted to go; and 
always gestured to the south. After 
anothe r 30 minutes, someone con
f idently told us it was another seven 
mil es. We paused long enough to 
snack on peanu ts, rai si ns, and water 
and share them w ith our informants. 
From there o n, the co untryside 
changed: more appearance of habi
tatio n; the undergrowth between 
trees was we ll trampled or even 
clea red away. The group ing of ron-

davels we came to must have been 
a village, but I didn't find out a 
name. We stopped to ask. " Seven 
more miles," a man said authorita
tively. Th e su n was just dropping 
out of sight, so we decided to give 
up. Seven was apparently the magic 
number, an d we phantasized about 
th e prophet instru cting hi s fo ll owers 
thusly in order to insure h is secl u
sion. We turned around and headed 
for the sunset. 

28 August. The se ringa trees all over 
town are in various stages of b los
som, clusters of purp le fo llowi ng the 
shiny new dark green leaves. There 
is sti ll a sp rinklin g of the be rri es 
left from last year's growth-a few 
more breakfasts for the sta rlings. 
Across the ya rd inside the fence 
are two tall mapokwa trees, new
ly ado rned w ith bunches of two
inch w hite fuzzies, ak in to pussy 
wi ll ows. A ll this irrepressib le creativ
ity with no moistu re for encourage
ment! The trees are chuckling at my 
amazement; something like " Ah, 
but we've been here a good deal 
longe r than you!" 

29 August. Mist! we drove across 
town and it was the fi rst time that 
moisture has been on th e wi nd
shie ld since February. It was just a 
whisper of precipitation, however. 
By mo rn ing the sun was aga in in 
full co mmand. 

30 August. Today for the first time 
a hornbill ventured ri ght into our 
ya rd . He thoroughly investigated the 
mophani tree around w hich we have 
p lanted our vegetab le ga rden. The 
bird looked like a you ng one, awk
ward as it fluttered from branch to 
branch, but with its markings al ready 
clea r, especia lly the w hite w hiske r 
st rea k on the face. 

31 August. While I was fixing lunch, 
I heard a resounding repo rt of an 
exp losion. Sonic boom, I decided 
like a refl ex, and then suddenly re
membered that I was in Botswana 
and the sound was probably not 
a soni c boom. It may have been 
dynam ite blasting-possibi ly as far 
south as the burgeoning Shashi Dam . 
It was a sound of the times. • 

Muriel Stackl ey and her husband are se rv
ing with Church W orld Service in Bots
wana. 
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CHU RC It 
AND 

COMMUN ITV 
IN NORTlt 

FLORIDA 
A MONG the 67 United Methodist 
church and community workers in 24 
states, three are in northern Florida, 
helping to develop leadership and 
strengthen small, struggling churches, 
many of them rural and isolated. 

Thelma Crosby, senior member of 
the trio, works with five white 
churches and community agencies in 
the depressed Woodville-Wakulla area 
near Tallahassee. Quiet but fo rceful, 
she speaks with the assurance and 
openness of the rural area she serves 
and has lived in most of her life. 

The mother of grown children, Mrs. 
Crosby became a church and com
munity worker seven years ago when 
her husband lost his job because of 
illness. Previously she had been chair
man of the conference advisory com
mi ttee on church and community 
work. 

More so than the other two church 
and community workers, Mrs. Crosby 
is oriented to work with community 
groups. She is director of the Senior 
Citizens Council of Wakulla which, 
she proudly says, was "the fi rst insti
tution in the county to integrate, apart 
from the schools. 

"You can't be confined to the four 
walls of the church," she maintains. 
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"You have to go outside the church 
into the community and learn its 
needs and then bring those needs 
back to the church." 

Masheetta Lindsey, veteran of five 
years' church and community work 
in Arkansas and Tennessee, has been 
based in the university city of Gaines
ville for a year and works with 17 
black churches in Alachua and Brad
ford counties. She ·is also part-time 
assistant director of a daycare center 
in a Baptist church in Gainesville. 

Native of Holly Springs, Mississippi, 
Masheetta ("My daddy made up the 
name from Afri can and Japanese 
roots") wanted to be a medical mis
sionary when she was young. After 
finding she disliked chemistry at Rust 
College, she switched her plans. "I 
always wanted to work with children 
and youth, like my daddy," she said, 
with evident fondness for her fa ther, 
a pastor and part-time professor at 
Rust, a black, Uni ted Methodist
related college in Holly Springs. 

Easy-going, with a droll wit, Miss 
Lindsey works primarily with church 
youth groups. She helped organize 17 
groups in her first year. "I want to 
make the church a place kids want 

to go to and where they can partici
pate," she explained. "Old people run 
black churches and most of the 
churches are dying." 

Youth choirs are very popular, she 
related , and occasionally the choirs 
ra ise money wi th "sings" fea turing 
gospel music. Proceeds help finance 
trips, like the recent outing for 121 
youth to Disney World. 

Edith Goodwin, who is developing 
leadership in 19 rural churches in the 
vicinity of White Springs, has been 
on the job only a few months. But 
she is no stranger to church work. 
For eleven years she was on the staff 
of the Florida conference and most 
recently she was director of Christian 
education at Kendall United Meth
odist Church in Miami. 

'Tm used to working in larger 
churches," said Edith, who hails from 
Ft. Pierce, Florida, "but I always 
thought smaller churches needed 
Christian education just as much-but 
they couldn't afford it. Many of them 
can't even afford the curriculum and 
even if they could, it isn't designed 
for them. I didn't care about having 
a comfortable life, I wanted to help 
in this way, and so I became a church 
and community worker." 

Vivacious, imaginative and sophisti
cated, she makes friends easily and, 
by all accounts, works very well with 
people. 

'Tm sort of a mission project my
self," she laughed. "I live in an old 
parsonage in White Springs which has 
an 800-year-old live oak tree growing 
through the porch. Well, you don't 
cut down an 800-year-old tree, so the 
porch has to be moved. The youth 
group at Kendall Church is coming 
up from Miami to help fix up the 
parsonage." 

Although the three church and com
munity workers are quite different in 
personalities and orientation, the 
problems they encounter are similar. 
One is the small size of many 
churches. "Some have only a build
ing, a cemetery and a few old people,'' 
Edith reported. "Two of my churches 
only meet once a year. If I miss their 
meetings, that's it." 

"One of my churches has holes in 
the roof and when it rains the congre
gation doesn't meet," Masheetta said. 
"But the church still won't close or 
merge. If churches got together they 
could be stronger." 

Although they don't say so, the 
church and community workers would 
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be among ~he chief beneficiaries of 
church mergers-which the congrega
tions themselves stubbornly resist. 
There would be fewer miles to travel 
(Mrs. Crosby averages 3,000 miles a 
month ) and fewer meetings to attend 
(Miss Lindsey belongs to 15 Uni ted 
Methodist Women units ). 

A larger problem than size is the 
lack of trained leadership-lay and 
clergy-in the smaller churches and 
the resulting suspicion of group ef
forts . 'Tve worked in a lot of churches 
over the years," Masheetta said, "but 
this is the first time I've worked for 
a minister with a Master of Divinity 
degree" (Rev. William Ferguson, pas
tor of Mt. Pleasant and Bartley 
Temple United Methodist Churches, 
and her supervisor). 

As a trained professional, the church 
and community worker is usually 
tagged as a central resource person 
and must make special efforts to give 
others opportunities for leadership. 
"At our first group ministry meeting 
I told the ministers to give me names 
of persons in their churches and I 
would get together with them and 
pool resources," Edith recalled. 

Among many skills of the three 
church and community workers, one is 
planning worship. The three, plus 
Sara Thomas, conference chairperson 
of the advisory committee on church 
and community work, were together 
one day in Lake City to plan a com
munion service for a conference on 
ministry through cooperation. Edith, 
fresh from a workshop on creative 
worship, enthusiastically tossed out 
ideas for balloons and posters, 
opened songbooks and hummed 
snatches of popular hymns, passed 
around a children's book with an 
underlined passage for possible medi
tation. 

"How about if we have everyone at 
the service do the Shaker's Dance?" 
she suggested. "We took emotionalism 
out of our churches and now some 
of our ministers are turning to the 
charismatic movement, which is grow
ing fast in my area," she bemoaned. 

"We never stopped dancing in black 
churches," Masheetta said. 

Thelma cautioned Edith that the 
older, rural ministers might not be 
eager to dance or sing some of the 
modern songs. 

Edith suggested that Masheetta, 
who has a lovely voice, sing "Lord 
of the Dance" and play the piano. 
Masheetta, who had earlier remarked, 

half jokingly, that white people think 
blacks can only sing, lowered her 
eyelids and said, solemnly, 'Tm going 
on strike." 

"She's only kidding," Sara Thomas 
assured everyon . Sara, warm and 
supportive of the three church and 
community workers, lik d the idea 
of singing "There's a New Wind 
Blowin'" at the Service. "But if we 
sing 'Sons of God' we should add 
'daughters,'" Ms. Thomas said. 
(Later, over lunch, Masheetta offered 
a prayer of thanksgiving to "Mother 
God.") 

It was raining outside the church 
class room where the four planned the 
communion service. The gray Spanish 
moss drooping from nearby live oaks 
matched the bleakness of the day. But 
inside the mood was one of joyfulness 
and cooperation among very different 
people. It augured well for the small, 
struggling churches in northern 
Florida. • 

Three church and community workers, 
employees of the National Division of the 
United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, plan icorsliip for a conference 
on ministry through cooperation. Le~ to 
right, Mash eetta Lindsey, Sara Thomas, 
chairperson of conference advisory com
mittee on church and community work; 
Th elma Crosby (seated ); Edith Goodwin. 



DuRING THE DECADE of the 
1960's per capita income in poor 
countries around the world in
creased by only $40 while the rich 
countries had an increase of over 
$650. On a globa l basis this means 
that 60 percent of the world 's popu
lati on is becoming relativel y, if not 
abso lutely, poorer compared to 30 
percent or less of the world 's popu
lation w hi ch is becoming ri cher. 

None of the twenty-five poorest 
countri es of the world is in Latin 
America, but there is no doubt that 
all of the countries there share the 
above statistics. In fact, according 
to Dr. Ronald Muller, of Washing
ton's American University, up to 40 
percent of the populations of such 
countries as Brazil and M exico have 
actually experienced a decrease in 
their abi li ty to be consumers in their 
countries. 

Perhaps beca use of their proximity 
to the world 's ri chest nation, and 
the growing feeling that some na
tions are poor precise ly because 
others are so ri ch, Latin Americans 
have been in recent yea rs the most 
vocal about the relations between 
ri ch and poor nations. (In the last 
decade we have gone through a 
cycle of terminology about the poor 
nations, from " poverty-stricken ," to 
" underdeveloped," to " developing," 
which was thought to be more sensi
ti ve to people's feelings. Now, as 
" developing" si mpl y cannot be de
fe nded as far as a large number of 
countries is concerned , and as the 
opposite term , " devoluting," is too 
hard to remember, the current 
terminology appears to favor " less 
deve loped countries," or LDC's. The 
trend is away from euphemisms and 
toward straight talk about the prob
lems .) 

The most signifi cant forum for 
stra ight talk about Latin Am erica 
over the past decade has been an 
annu al three day gathering of Catho
l ics and Protestants known as CICOP, 
the Catholic Inter-America n Co
ope rati on Program. There is rea lly 
no other program like it for any 
other area of the world. As Dr. John 
Sinclai r, Lati n A meri ca secreta ry for 
the United Presbyterian Church, 
says, CICO P is " like an o ld fashio ned 
tent meeting" w here peopl e renew 
contacts, and fire up their sp irits 
and energies to overcome the wi les 
of the devil. 

In recent years, as the " devil " at 
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CICOP meetings has been revea led 
to be capitalism, particularly in its 
North American variation , the 
preaching has sometimes been shrill. 
Some have sensed that as far as 
changing Amer ica n attitud es is con
ce rned , CICOP on its tenth birthday 
may be reaching a period of dimin
ishing returns. Bewa il s the Rev. 
Frederick M cGuire, Directo r of the 
United States Catholic Conference's 
Divi sion for Latin America and the 
person now most responsible for 
CICOP, "All too many of us have 
lost touch with our Chri stian con
stituency to th e degree where we 
have frequently been talking only 
to ourse lves .. . . We have los t the 
ability to speak to our constituency 
in a way that engenders beli ef and 
action." 

In contras t to last year's meeting 
held in the spartan conditions of the 
National 4-H Club in suburban 
Washington , thi s year's meeting was 
in the comfortable surroundings of 
the Adolphus Ho tel in Dallas, Texas. 
This less ea rthy environment, as well 
as a fully stru ctured program com
plete w ith an expensive simultaneous 
translation sys tem, we re perhaps in
tended by CICOP o rganizers to get 
the confe rence away from the 
" threatening po lemical protests" of 
previous meetings, to use Fr. Mc-

Guire 's term . 
Still , the four hundred participants 

hea rd some excellent presentations 
on the problems of Latin America . 
Dr. Jacques Chonchol , one of the 
fo unders of Chile's United Popular 
Action Movement (MAPU), claimed 
that under President Allende forty 
percent of the · land has been trans
ferred from the latifundia (land 
owners) to the masses. He acknowl
edged that Chil e does have "serious 
problems o f sca rcity," especia lly in 
foodstuffs , but he claimed (not alto
gether convincing ly) that this was 
entirely a result of ri sing expectations 
brought about by the refo rm move
ment. " Any po licy of income distri
bution to poorer secto rs brings an 
increase in food consumption," he 
said. Whether this completely ex
plains Chile's economic chaos is 
deba tabl e, but everyone ca n cer
tainly ag ree with Chonchol 's final 
point : "S tru ctural change is easy to 
talk about but hard to ca rry out." 

As in last yea r's meeting, the multi 
nationa l co rporation (MNC) was a 
much discussed aspect of the meet
ing. Thi s time, however, there was 
time allotted fo r a " rebuttal ," of 
sorts. Dr. Ronald Muller, a young 
economist, provided a brilliant ex
pose of the multinational co rpora
tion s, w hi ch he ca ll ed " one of the 
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by Charles E. Brewster 

most bas ic and most powerful im 
pedim ents to wo rld justi ce" in inter
nati onal economi cs. Po inting out 
that Third W o rld co untri es lack the 
" co untervailing" power of govern 
ment and o rganized labo r, M ull er 
sa id th at the ba rga in ing power o f the 
M NC's in th ose co untries is there
fo re much grea ter than in developed 
co untr ies. Fu rthermo re, instead of 
bringing ca p i tal from ab road, as is 
co mmonl y th ought, the MNC's actu
ally derive most of thei r f inanci ng 
from the loca l, host coun try. Wi th 
their global backin g, subs idi ari es of 
multinati o nal co rpo rati ons have an 
un fa ir co mpeti ti ve adva ntage over 
loca l bu si nesses. And, as a res ult, 
banks tend to favor the MNC's as 
credit " ri sks. " When one adds the 
fac t that the banks and the co rpo ra
ti ons are vir tuall y interl ocki ng, so me
tim es w ith common ownersh ip and 
management, one sees how " the 
circle begin s to close." The resul t 
is a catas trophe as fa r as the de
ve lopment of trul y nati onal enter
pri ses in the less developed coun 
tri es is conce rned . In Chi le, for ex
ample, up to 1969, fo rty of the 100 
largest industri al fi rms were co n
tro ll ed by MNC's, and " w hen th e 
sa mple was expa nded to the largest 
160 f irms, ove r 51 % were under the 
co ntro l of M C's. " 

By way of rebut ta l (the above is 
only a sugges ti on of Dr. Muller' s 
lengthy analys is), Dr. Montenag ro , 
of th e Ameri ca n Institute fo r Free 
Labor Deve lopm ent, suggested that 
we " had to give the devil hi s due. " 
The multinati onals, he claimed, have 
been we lco med in Latin Ameri ca 
and elsewhere (" Th ey didn' t pu sh 
their way in .") and they have intro
duced manage ri al techniques and 
new techno logies. " The Japanese," 
he said , " sixty years ago o r so were 
in the sa me si tuation but in stead of 
w ringing their hands they did so me
thing about it and even developed 
new manage ri al ideas. " 

Dr. M ull er's response was th at the 
situation of th e Japanese sixty yea rs 
ago was not at all like that of Latin 
A meri ca ns today and th at the new 
techno logies introduced by the 
MNC's have increased the ineq uality 
of inco me d is tr ibuti on and increased 
unem ployment. The MNC's " now 
have the power to thwa rt nati onal 
po li cies," he sa id. 

Other speake rs, includ ing Barba ra 
Ward , w ho rece ived a standing ova
tio n, and Hern an Sa nta Cruz, Chil ean 
ambassado r to inte rnat ional o rgani 
zatio ns, and Dr. Enrique Igles ias, of 
Uruguay, se t th e tone fo r the work
shops on such subjects as " socia l
ism," " cultural imperi ali sm," " human 

righ ts," "missioners," " women," etc. 
At the end the participants were 
asked not simply to vote on the 
wo rkshop recommendations but to 
sign thei r names to them. About four 
fifths of them repo rted ly agreed to 
suppo rt the lettu ce boycott, wo rk for 
es tab li shing relati ons w i th Cuba, 
suppo rt upco ming Senate heari ngs 
o n th e mul t inational co rpo rations, 
and affirm the right of Latin Ameri 
ca n co un tri es to fo llow " whatever 
socia listic forms they may choose." 

The women's worb:iop restated 
their co ncerns of last year, which 
they sa id were " la rgely ignored." 
They asked for equal rep resentation 
on the p lanning an d steering com
mi ttees of fu ture CICOPs and called 
fo r the Church to take a position of 
" responsibl e pa renthood" and em
powerment of wo men in Church li fe 
and stru ctu res . Interesting ly, the 
Spani sh-speaki ng women, who are 
no t comfortab le with some of the 
more strident to nes of North Ameri
ca n women's l iberation groups, had 
th ei r own declaration which said 
that the ir struggles we re " not in a 
feministi c way" separate from those 
of the Spanish-speaking men, that 
they we re " uni ted as a peop le." They 
did no t deny, howeve r, that the 
women have been " oppressed and 
di scrimin ated aga in st. " 

CICO P was o rigi nall y intended to 
las t onl y ten years, but it is clea r 
that it w ill co ntinue, i f not exactly 
in the sa me form . At its wo rst it has 
been, as one person said, " a nice 
cl ub fo r some elite types," and i t 
has no t been, as anothe r sai d, " ecu
meni ca l looking enough." W hether 
it re ll y rep resen ts " the mi nd of the 
Chu rch" has been doubtful. O n the 
o th er hand , i t has been an open 
fo rum w ith some of the best speakers 
ava il ab le. And some insist that it 
" has indeed changed the mind and 
attitudes of many U.S. Christians." 

But not the least of its co ntrib u
tions ove r the years has been the 
increasi ng recognition that, as Bishop 
Sa muel Ru iz Ga rcia sai d, " there is 
no mi ss ion wi thout incarnatio n." 
Th at means th e in ca rnat ion of tl •e 
" ecc les ial com muni ty" in the process 
of " to tal l ibe ration open to al l men 
of good wi ll. " Given the realit ies of 
rep ression in many Latin American 
co un tri es today, those who partici
pate in that process should know, 
as Bishop Ruiz said , that " th e cross 
li es in wa it. " • 
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I 
ne hundred years ago, on 
the first day of May, David 
Livingstone, one of Africa's 

noblest and most famous mission
aries, d ied in the remote village of 
ll ala, near Lake Bangweolo in 
northern Zambia. His African com
panions found him early in the 
morning kneeling in prayer at the 
bedside in his tent. He had died 
during the night. This was a dramatic 
ending of a noble life whose far 
reaching effects were to last for a 
long time, and whose influence is 
beyond measure. His African com
panion , Jacob Wainright, cut out his 
heart and buried it under a tree on 
which he carved his name. Africans 
are not particularly fond of handling 
dead bodies ; it is therefore astonish
ing that they prepared Livingstone's 
body for preservation and carried 
it through some of the wildest ter
rain on the continent, through often 
hostile tribal territory, the more than 
one thousand miles to Bangamoyo 
on the east coast, where the body 
was placed in the church of the Holy 
Ghost Fathers until it could be car
ried away on a British ship to En
gland. He was buried on April 13, 
1874 in Westminster Abbey, the 
national shrine of Great Britain , the 
highest honor his people could give 
him. Following him to his last. resting 
place were among others his father
in-law, the veteran missionary Robert 
Moffat of Bechuanaland, and his 
loyal African . companion Jacob 
Wainwright. His Scottish friend 
placed a statue of him at Victoria 
Falls and wrote on it three words : 
Missionary, Explorer, Liberator. 

Coming from poor parents, he had 
struggled heroically to obtain his 
medical degree and arrived in Africa 
in March 1841 as a 28-year-old 
medical missionary of the London 
Missionary Society. When he arrived 
in Cape Town the interior of Africa 
was largely unknown territory. The 
maps of Africa's interior at that time 
showed strange animals and crea
tures instead of the usual rivers, 
lakes, mountains and population 
centers. He lived and worked in 
pre-colonial Africa. But when he 
died on that memorable May morn
ing Africa was opening up and 
becoming known to the rest of the 
world. He discovered and mapped 
out much of the interior, such as 
Lake Ngami, the upper Zambezi 
River with the Victoria Falls, Lakes 
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Nyasa, Shirwa, Mweru and Bang
weolo. He walked from Kuruman in 
Bechuanaland to Loanda in Angola, 
and back again across the continent 
to Quelimane in Mozambique. No 
other explorer had spent so much 
time and revealed so much of 
Africa's interior to the rest of the 
world as he had done. 

His books were best sellers. He 
caught the imagination not only of 
the youth of Britain, but of that of 

BY PER HASSING 

Europe and America as well. He 
focused the world's attention on 
the Arab slave trade in East Africa, 
"Africa's open sore," and inspired 
numerous new missionary enter
prises in Rhodesia, Malawi , Zambia, 
Tanzania, Zaire which again led to 
new facts about Africa becoming 
known. Following him, a number of 
other explorers also helped to un
ravel what had mystified Western 
man for two millennia . Even so, 
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when Living.stone died he did not 
know for sure where the sources 
of the Nile were, nor did he or 
anyone else know the course of the 
Congo river. Reading about his 
travels one is amazed how he 
managed the physical hardship. 
Malaria had killed so many of those 
who had tried to unravel Africa's 
secrets. But the cause and cure of 
malaria had not been found . In the 
medicine Livingstone made for him
self there was an ingredient of 
quinine, which later proved to be 
the only help against malaria. So he 
was on the right track, and this 
may be one of the reasons for his 
astonishing achievements. 

No other explorer left the kind of 
impression on the African people 
he did . Except for his first journey 
to Lake Ngami and the Zambezi 
expedition, he traveled alone, and 
never had to use a gun to defend 
himself against hostile or nervous 
tribesmen . Those who followed in 
his footsteps could testify to his 
magnificent influence on the people 
he had met. It was often due to the 
memory of him that later travelers 
were met with friendliness rather 
than execution. 

Disturbed by Slave Trade 

Livingstone was deeply disturbed 
by the effects of the Arab slave trade 
in East Africa. In the west the 
European nations had been the slave 
traders. That had been brought to an 
end, but in the east it was still a 
brutal assault on the Africans. Living
stone saw the reason for this not 
only in the Arab desire for slaves, 
but also in the fact that Africans had 
little else to trade with, so they 
raided and caught their neighbors 
and sold them to the Arabs. He be
lieved that the slave trade had to be 
replaced by legitimate trade of 
Africa's own agricultural and mineral 
products. But these natural resources 
had to be developed before trade 
could take place. For that skills and 
technical resources were needed, 
which Africans could not often sup
ply. He therefore advocated "Chris
tianity and commerce." Commerce 
without Chri stianity would lead to 
exploitation and moral corruption, 
while commerce was needed for the 
healthy life of the people. This is the 
background for his often quoted 
thoughts on " Christianity and com
merce." 

Livingstone's Achievement 

In our own day people have again 
started to look at David Livingstone 
and his achievement. Some Africans 
have contended that the idea of his 
explorations is ridiculous, since 
Africans knew about these rivers 
and lakes all the time. It is no doubt 
true that Livingstone was greatly 
indebted to his African friends for 
help and support. It is also true that 
the people who lived near the lakes 
and rivers knew about them . They 
did not know, however, where they 
came from or where they went, nor 
did they see their relationship to the 
geographical whole, nor did they 
know what Africa's interior was like. 
It was Livingstone's achievement to 
see these connections and bring 
them to the knowledge of an 
astonished world . The personal 
courage and endurance displayed by 
Livingstone through the whole of 
a dedicated, hard life must not be 
left out of this account. 

After Livingstone came other ex
plorers, other mrssronaries and 
colonists, so by the end of the cen
tury all of Africa except Ethiopia 
and Liberia was under the white 
man's rule . There are those who 
see this as a result of Livingstone's 
explorations and ideas. He is blamed 
for what came after him. For many, 
the white man's presence in Africa 
is regarded as entirely evil, or at 
least so evil that whatever good 
there was is of no account, and 
Livingstone is seen as the one who 
set it all in motion . This is a one 
sided view. Nothing that man 
touches is perfect. Man's creation 
and achievement are always ambigu
ous, good and evil. In history there 
has seldom been a man or a move
ment which was entirely bad . Nearly 
always there was something good 
also. This holds true for both Living
stone himself and for the colonial 
enterprise which got under way in 
an accelerated way ten years after 
his death . 

Before Livingstone Africa was iso
lated from the rest of the world, out
side the world 's main thoroughfares. 
Africans did not know the wheel , the 
plough, the art of reading and writ
ing. These common properties of 
mankind had not penetrated Africa 
in her isolation . Life thrives and 
grows in interaction with other life, 
and after Livingstone Africa was 

brought into contact with the rest 
of the world on a steady accelerat
ing scale. It is to be doubted if any
one today wi shes to go back to the 
pre-Livingstone days, even if it were 
possible. Thi s is so even if contact 
with the world has brought Africa 
anxiety, tension , disruption and 
problems. Contact has also brought 
richness and life. 

Following in the wake of Living
stone's discoveri es were missionary 
efforts that took on tremendous 
proportions. The writer is natural ly 
biased here, but nevertheless con
tends that the missionary enterprise 
made such enormous contributions 
to the life of the African peoples 
through the reduction of African 
languages to writing, to the spread 
of literacy and education from 
kindergarten to universities that 
modern Afri ca simply cannot be 
understood apart from this funda
mental achi evement. 

One of Livingstone's best biogra
phers, George Seaver, indicates that 
he was a failure : as husband and 
father, as a missionary, as geographer 
and liberator. " There was nothing 
worth while to show for it all. " 
Although he corrects himself a little 
later by saying that Livingstone was 
a moral giant of whom the world 
was not worthy, it is nevertheless a 
strange suggestion . Any man who 
had achieved only a part of what 
Livingstone did would have been 
justly famous. He was an inspiring 
ideal for thou sands of men and 
women in his ow n lifetime not only 
in England, but in Europe and 
America as well. Among those 
whom he inspired to join the anti
slavery crusade was Charl es Cardinal 
Lavigerie, the influential fo under of 
the White Fathers of Africa. 

The picture of the lonely, lifeless 
figure kneeling in prayer at his bed
side in hi s tent in a remote spot on 
a huge continent has been etched 
into the mind of thousands of peo
ple, who even today are grateful for 
the inspiration of Livingstone's 
ascetic and devoted Christian life 
and hi s grea t achievements . As 
Punch wrote at his burial : 

He lived and died for good
be that his fame : 

Let marble crumble : thi s is 
Living-stone. • 

Per Hassin g, Professo r of Missions 
at Boston Unive rsity Schoo l of Theo logy, 
was formerly a mi ss ionary in Rhodesia. 

[251] 43 



- -- - L ~ ~~ 

...._ ... -
lltml~s 

-~ ~~ ~ -

...._ loo..._ -
_ ... 

~ 

LEARN TO GROW OLD, by Paul 
Tournier. New York, 1972: H arper 
and Row, 248 pages, $4.95. 

Dr. Toumier, world-renowned Swiss 
medical do tor, psychologist, and author 
whose wide-ranging writings have been 
tran lated (from the French ) into many 
languages, opposes the idea that old age 
is to he feared , or that retirement means 
the end of productiveness, usefulness , or 
growth. 

"Retirement and old age must, of 
course, be accepted," he writes . "We 
have to give up all sorts of th ings and 
accept with serenity the prospect of 
death . while remaining as active, as 
ociahle and friendly as we can, despite 

an unavoidable measure of loneliness . 
We must learn to use leisure profitably, 
take up new interests, interest ourselves 
in young people and new ideas. We must 
learn how to pray, how to acquire wis
dom , how to be grateful. F or its part 
society must restore to the old their 
sense of their own value as human 
beings, and make them feel that they 
are really accepted. It must also safe
guard their dignity by means of ade
quate financial resources and personal 
attention." 

In six chapters, the author relates 
from his medical and other scientific 
studies, from his own experiences and 
observations, and from others in 
specialized related fields, his philosophy 
of life, of work and leisure, of retire
ment, old age, continuing activity, and 
faith in the Creator's purposes, and new 
life after earthly death . Chapter titles 
are: \Vork and leisure; Towards a more 
humane society; The condition of the 
old ; A second career; acceptance; fai th . 

The final chapter on faith-based on 
a life-time of experience, observation , 
service, and on the wri ter's own deeply 
religious faith-is worthy of study and 
meditation by every minister and layman, 
every youth seeking to establish his own 
theology, and every adult seeking as
surance for today and tomo1Tow. 

In this chapter Dr. Tournier oonsiders: 
old age foreshadows death; whether it is 
easier for believers or unbelievers to 
accept death ; faith does not exclude 
anxiety; philosophical positions and the 
Christian posi tion regarding death; the 
victory of faith ; what we know of the 
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beyond; the resurrect ion of Jesus and 
man's resurrection after death. 

And he makes h is own confess ion of 
faith: "I know noth ing about what form 
life wi ll take in the beyond, but I know 
that it wi ll not be arl unincarnate, ab
stract, impersonal world of idea , of pure 
anonymous sp iri ts, or of phantoms. I 
know that I shall retain my personal 
identity; and it is a fact here below, in 
personal fe llowship, in the person-to
person relationsh ip when it is true, that 
I find a foretaste of heaven." 

w. W . R EID 

TWE NTIETH CENTURY FAITH, by 
Margaret Mead. New York, 1972: 
Harper and Row, 172 pages, $6.95. 

In sixteen essay-chapters, anthropolo-
gist and ph ilosopher Margaret Mead 
looks at Christianity, Judaism, and so
called secular religion, and envisions the 
possibility that science, religion, medi
cine, and eth ics- all of which have con
tributed to what is considered Western 
culture--can be fused into a still superior 
culture enabling mankind to achieve 
some of its most cherished hopes and 
to survive the chain of crises that today 
threaten all f01ms of life upon earth . 
It is a study of life-as-it-is and life-as-it
can-be that must be the concern of 
every Clu-istian-yes, of every man of 
every fa ith . 

Twentieth Century Faith is the 25th 
volume in a series called "Religious 
Perspectives" that have been edited by 
Ruth anda Anshen and published by 
Harper and Row. Concerning this volume 
and the series, the editor says: "We are 
in the presence of a serious crisis of 
knowledge. This crisis could be defined 
as the end of social determinism or the 
end of social fa talism. In other words, 
our era, fo r the last two generations, 
represents a fu ndamental break with all 
past his tory. For we now possess a rapid
ly growing ability to control the forces 
which throughout histo1y hemmed in 
individual decision-making and, even 
more important, which made the collec
tive social processes appear as inexorable 
events ruled by pseudo-natural laws. Up 
to the middle of the nineteenth cen tury, 
for example, the population trend was 
ruled by noth ing but b iological laws, and 
the balance of population was regulated 
by 'natural' events such as Malthus' three 
horsemen: war, hunger, pestilence." Now, 
she adds, control of death and birth 
rates by ind ividuals, and the findings of 
medicine and public health policies, etc. 
have given us entirely new knowledge 
and skill to change all this which fifty 
years ago appeared to be man's fate. 

Some of the chapters and essays in 
T11;entieth Century Faith which point to 
man's hope for better life and for his 
survival in a better-understood world 

are entitled : Cherishing the life of the 
world ; Christians in a technological era; 
Christian fa ith and technical ass istance· 
20th centu ry faith must use technology'. 
Spi ritual issues in the problem of birth 
control; ultural contexts of aging; The 
right to die; The liberal church in an 
urban community; A religious system 
with science at its core; Ritual express ion 
of the cosmic sense; The immortality of 
man. 

The impulse-which has been basic 
in Judaism arnd Christianity, and is 
expressed in other religions of the world 
-to bu ild a better world in which men 
will care for, love, and assis t other men 
the worl d over--can now be effectively 
implemented by the development of the 
sciences and by technology, says Dr. 
Mead ; and she urges the use of the 
enlarged med ia of communication to 
help break down the barriers of mis
understanding and conflict that result 
from differences of language, of race, 
of nationality, of religion, of education, 
of pove1ty or riches . She notes: 

"Wi thin the new possibilities of 
analysis and procedure provided by 
science, humanity can begin to face the 
overwhelming responsibilities of this 
period of human history, when the great 
religious truth of the unity of all man
kind must be actualized or the people 
perish-all of them everywhere in the 
world. For the first time in our known 
human hi tory the whole of mankind is 
caught in one fa te; each man is indeed 
h is brother's keeper, and the need to love 
our enemies must be given new concrete 
cientific and religious meaning. Only as 

we are able to love-in the sense of 
cherish and protect, although not agree 
with-those who are our enemies, while 
they are our enemies, can we hope to 
protect the lives of men and the life 
of the world." 

Twentieth Century Faith is a deeply 
religious and sane book that eve1y man 
and woman--churchman or non-church
goer-who has any concern fo r his own 
today, must read , ponder, and find his 
own place of service. 

W.W.R. 

IT'S HAPPENING WITH YOUTH, by 
Janice M. Corbett and Curtis E. 
Johnson. New York, 1972 : Harper 
and Row; 176 pages, $4.95. 

There are a great number of experi
men tal centers, fellowships, communes, 
clinics, counselling agencies, etc. in ac
tion on behalf of young people in prac
tically every section of the United States 
-most of them, if known at all , being 
known only in their local communities. 
Perhaps a majority of these are in opera
t ion "outside the chw·ch"; many of those 
they serve have been "alienated" from 
the ins ti tutional church; many of their 
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. 
organizers and leaders are or were 
church-trained but believe they can 
render better service to the groups they 
serve if they do not by to relate them
selves or their work to existing churches. 
Yet most of the centers and their leaders 
are literally se1v ing young people at 
points of their spiritual, educational, and 
/ or social needs. And is that not what 
Jesus did in his days on earth? 

No survey or census of such service 
centers has been made. There has been 
no attempt to "standardize" them. No 
denomination has "drawn a larger circle" 
to take them in . 

But now Janice M. Corbett (of the 
Department of Ministry with Youth, 
American Baptist Board of Education ) 
and Curtis E. Johnson (multi-media co
ordinator, Mounds Midway School of 
Nursin g, St. Paul , Minn .) have person
ally visited a number of widely varied 
types of such minisby and describe four
teen of them-all different-in some 
detail . Separate chapters describe how 
youth ministries started, how they se1ve, 
and how they are conducted in such 
diverse communities as (among others): 
Camden, N.J., Berkeley, Calif., Oberlin, 
Ohio, Ventura, Calif., Omaha, Neb ., 
Quincy, Mass. , Indianapolis, Ind ., Pitts
burg, Penna. , Easton, Wash ., Timber 
Lake, S. D ., Silver Spring, Md. Here are 
suggestions and experiences that will 
prove helpful to churches and other 
organizations in communities where 
"youth problems" are surfacing; and they 
will guard against pitfalls and disappoint
ments as well as pointing to successful 
se1vices . 

"The new ministries are, of necessity, 
temporary in nature," say the authors. 
"They grow in response to a need. When 
the need has passed , the program must 
stop, or adapt itself to some other area of 
need . This is particularly true in youth 
ministry, where the population is con
stantly changing and the cultmal inter
action is constantly creating new needs. 
Churches that are involved in creative 
youth ministry are able and willing to 
live w ith, and support, change." 

W .W .R. 

THE EXPANDED LIFE, by Myron S. 
Augsburger. Nashville, 1973: Abing
don Press, 127 pages, $3.25. 

One could stock a good-sized theologi
cal library with volumes that have been 
written (especially in the last two cen
turies) interpreting and applying the 
Sermon on the Mount to the lives and 
needs and goals of Christians in the 
peculiar conditions of each. passing year. 
And yet, as one day or one age differs 
from all predecessors, "re-interpretations" 
and re-applications are required. 

"Jesus' words are for all Christians in 
all times," says the author, a crusading 

evangelist who is currently president of 
the Eastern Mennonite College and 
Seminary, in Harrisonburg, Virginia. This 
position of the authority of the Se1mon, 
he says, "is supported by Luke's account, 
as well as by the confirmation of the 
Epis tles ." He sub-titles the volume, "The 
Sermon on the Mount for Today ." 

Each of the beatitudes is given a brief 
chapter in this volume, and for each 
there is a modem application. Some of 
the titles vary from- but cast new light 
upon- the traditional English titles: 
among them, "Happy are the spiritually 
poor," "Happy are those who do wh at 
God requires," "Happy are those who 
work for peace," "Happy are those who 
suffer persecution," "Happy are those 
who are insulted." 

Dr. Augsburger has a "pointed pen" 
that makes ideas clear and unforgettable 
with a minimum of words-as some brief 
quotations will indicate: 

"While a legalist is hard on others and 
easy on himself, a disciple is easy on 
others and hard on himself." 

"The evidence that one has experi
enced conversion and knows the reality 
of regeneration is seen in the direction 
his li fe takes as a follower of Christ ." 

"Too often we love people in the ab
stract and hate persons." 

"The measure of our faith is revealed 
in whether we seek to know God by 
more adequately understanding Christ, 
or by our own philosophical specul ation 
apart from Christ." 

"The church is its members; it is 
people, not a building, and as the peo
ple of God engaged in secular occupa
tions it influences society for God ." 

"For too many people purity is more 
a matter of the body than of the mind 
and heart . Jesus is calling us to a pure 
mind and a pure motive." 

"The broad road is the stream of 
humanity with its back turned toward 
God, and the narrow road is right in 
the middle of that stream, just going in 
the other direction." 

W .W.R. 

D DDDC c ClOOD 00.tJ d'C c a·c cn:-
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GODSPELL, A Columbia Pictures Re
lease. Directed by David Greene. 
Rated "G". 

Ever since the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew, or God.spell (get it?) , 
opened on a New York stage, various 
info1med and not so informed folks have 
been hashing over whether t ransform
ing the first book of the New Testament 
into a knee-slapping, teenage hippie 
musical replete with a ruddy-faced, 

blonde-Afro'd Jesus and a carefully 
racially and sexually arranged cast of 
disciples was or was not p roper. 

By th is late date, now that God.spell 
is a long-run, hit play and a motion 
picture, no one will deny that John
Michael Tebelak, who wrote the original 
play, and Stephen Schwartz, responsible 
fo r all the music and most of the scoring, 
had an inspired idea when they put their 
simple version of the greatest story to
gether. 

However, in shifting mediums, from 
the stage to the big screen, something 
fundamentally intimate and humble 
about Godspell has been lost, and in its 
place has been put, by the filmm akers, a 
slick, sterile and totally inadequate idea 
that fa ils, for me, completely. 

That idea is to use the city of New 
York as background and stage fo r most 
of the players' carryings-on. Cutting from 
atop the World Trade towers to Fifth 
Avenue to Third Avenue to Lincoln 
Center, etc. , the camera follows the 
engaging disciples and Jesus singing and 
dancing their routines. And since the 
whole story supposedly takes place in 
one hazy summer's day, the action moves 
through the hours of that day displaying 
the big city from dozens of camera 
angles. 

Yet even the most casual observer 
will note two aspects of the film's setting 
that, for me, bankrupt the presentation 
of New York as the new Je1usalem and 
of a one day return by Jesus to remind 
us moderns of His message. F irst, New 
York is filmed as if there were no people 
in it, and, Lord knows, this city is its 
people, certainly not its buildings. On 
the stage, their absence is understand
able, and we are asked to envision them 
being all around the players-toiling and 
soiling their city. But in this film , it 
seems that the filmm akers considered the 
people somehow unnecessary and irrele
vant to their theme--which is bald
facedly absurd. 

The second objection I have with the 
setting is that all the locations are shot 
amidst the building and environs of the 
rich parts of New York. Not one ghetto, 
not one garbage dump, not one cavern
ous dilapidated housing development, not 
one dirty, noisy IRT subway station
nothing where the people of New York, 
save the very wealthy, really live. This 
isn't the new Jernsalem we see. It looked 
more to me like downtown, Augustan 
Rome after all the commoners had been 
cleared away from DeMille's latest. 

God.spell should be seen on the stage, 
not on the film screen. Let us also not 
forget that the people at Columbia Pic
tures who are fillin g their coffers with 
th is one are hardly capable of passing 
through that eye of that needle. 

J OHN C. BATCHELOR 
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JOURNALIST AT GOLGOTHA 
"The 1ission of Riverside" by Elaine Magalis 

i as accurate a journalist's apprai al would 
have been at Golgotha. Missing the true 
dynami s, she has written an interesting, ac
curate rticle in a superficial sort of way. 

l.cttcn 

There is more to Riverside than personalities, f---------------------11 
program , practical planning or political ploys. 
Through the y ars , our ministry has been for 
many a sour e of spiritual strength , redemption 
and reconciliation. Of course, tlrn Gosp 1 of 

hrist is imperfe tly communicated here, but 
its personal and ocial thru t challenges and 
comnumds. " An uncertain future" is part of 
the divine plan. 

Regardles of reporters , histor has proved 
that od was not through with Jesus on Good 
Friday. Jn the light of the guidance tl1at sure
ly comes, for sixteen years now, I have een 
evidence in chru1ged lives aJld in an iconoclas
tic, prophetic honesty that God is not through 
with Riverside. 

Did these fundamental dimensions of the 
church elude your author or does the New 
World Outook overlook "the mighty acts of 
Cod" because they are less obvious? 

Caiaphas, Herod, Pilot, Jesus-who do you 
think had the power? What is the mission of 
a church? 

( REv. ) }ESE LYONS 

Pastoral Minister, the Riverside Church 
ew York City 

A SMUG EXPOSE 
Elaine Magalis' article on Riverside Church 

was candor without compassion, a smug ex
pose which I found disappointing, distressing 
and pointless . Good journalism but poor Chris
tianity. 

CLAIRE HM.flLTON 

editor, Amplif y 
Support Agency, UPCUSA 

ew York 

SLACKERS AND LAW BREAKERS 
I want to say "Amen" to everything that 

Mr. H. W. Morrison of Cameron, Missouri 
wrote about ("Is Amnesty Immoral?" Decem
ber editorial ). Men who ran away from 
service in the Armed Forces are not only 
slackers, but also law breakers. Should they 
be turned loose wd let all other law breakers 
be punished? 

When you use your magazine for unChristian 
and wti-American purposes, how do you 
expect people of intelligence to subscribe to 
the New World Outlook? 

MRS. HARRY s. WEEKS 

Clarksburg, West Virginia 

UNFORTUNATE CHOICE OF PHOTO 
I am writing you concerning a photograph 

which appeared on page 16 of the January 
issue. This picture is of a synagogue in Tunis 
which was, accordfog to the caption, defaced 
by Al Fatah sympathizers. It is unfortunate 
that you printed this photo as evidence of 
Arab mistreatment of Jews, since anti-Semitism 
has been minimal in Tunis. 

I took the photo to the head rabbi's office in 
Tunis, and both he and his assistant, as well 
as the principal of a Jewish school, assured me 
that they have had no trouble from Al Fatah 
sympathizers, and that the Tunisian government 
is vigilant in protecting Jewish rights. They 
said that the so-called defacement pictured in 
the magazine looked to them like the work 
of juvenile vandals, which is all too common 
in many cities of the world. They knew of no 
incident involving defacement of the pictured 
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J visited the synagogue in question 
at o. 25, rue Achour, I b came even more 
onvinced that you have ommitted a dis

service to the ause of interreligious under
standing by printing the photo. I found a 
rundown edifice with graffitti (not anti-Semit ic) 
written on the walls , window panes broken 
out, and debris on its concrete ledges. The 
blotch of black paint on the star of David, 
which shows up in the picture, had been re
moved. Going inside by way of tl1e side court
ya rd, J talked with the friendly Tunisian rabbi , 
who some years ago had moved to the capital 
from the southern oasis town of Kebili . He told 
me that nearly all of the Jews had moved out 
of the neighborhood. To have the required 
minimum number of ten worshippers present 
for Sabbath services they are obliged to call 
upon their friends in other parts of the city 
to come in and make up that number. The 
front entrance to the synagogue had been 
permanently closed. The worshippers enter by 
the side courtyard which used to be part of a 
Jewish school. Now the dilapidated premises 
around the court serve as a poor people's 
home. So this synagogue resembles inner city 
churches in the U.S. which are scarcely fre
quented , and which are exposed to the ravages 
of petty vandalism. This is hardly evidence of 
"oppression of Jews in Arab countries" ( p. 19 
of the article accompanying the photograph ). 

R. MARSTON SPEIGHT 

United Methodist Church in North Africa 
Tunis , Tunisia 

APPRECIATION 
I would like to express my appreciation to 

you for a magazine which seeks literally to 
be a new world outlook by helping its readers 
study the really important issues in our world 
today, through its thoughtful editorials and 
articles. We need to look at these issues in the 
light of Christianity, with other Christians, not 
as the world sees them. What better place to 
find this help than in a Christian publication? 
I appreciated your thinking on the war, 
amnesty, migrant workers, drugs, SALT, and 
other aspects of justice and injustice. It is 
hard for me to understand how wy Christian 
woman can say she is interested only in the 
spiritual aspects of Christianity, since so much 
of Jesus' teaching is concerned with human 
relationships, be they in war, amnesty, civil 
rights, poverty, or whatever. 

VIRGINIA HOUSE 

Murrieta, California 

VIETCONG ARE THE ENEMY 
I am a Methodist but I am ashamed to 

admi t it when I read your editorials in the 
New World Outlook. I am referring particularly 
to the one "We Are the Enemy" in the January 
issue. 

It was the Vietcong that were and are the 
enemy. They were determined to force Com
munism on the freedom loving South. You 
should know one cannot trust them to tell 
the truth for they are definitely anti-Christ. 

I do not think Christians who are un
acquainted with the situations which involve 
the government have any right to be critical 
and tell the President what he should do when 

they are ignorant of all the details and prob
lems. Mr. Nixon has done well in ending 
the war and bringing home the POW's and 
J feel some of his criti cs should blush for 
shame. 

Christ did not in any way interfere with 
the government of His day but did stress Chri -
tian virtues and the new birth. It seems to me 
the Methodists would be well to emulate Him. 
Perhaps then we will have a thriving church. 

Mn . RuTH KnE1GHBAUM 

Portland, Oregon 

IRRITATED 
Your editorial in the January issue entitled 

"We are the Enemy" irritated me considerably. 
1 ot that I was in favor of the bombing which 
took place just before Christmas. In fact it 
distressed me so much I could hardly bring 
myseU to send Christmas Greetings to relatives 
and friends nor buy gifts for my children and 
grandchi ldren. However, when there is all this 
furor over bombing a country which hasn't 
hesitated to wipe out whole villages of people 
of their own race because they thought differ
ently along political lines, I wonder about your 
thinking. 

The great fuss made over the killing of men, 
women and children in far away Indochina 
seems a bit absurd when we, here in our own 
"civilized" USA kill thousands of men, women 
and children on our highways every year. 

RUTH R . HART 

Seattle, Washington 

PAINFUL BUT EDUCATIONAL 
I've just sailed through your article on 

Riverside Church. It's painful to know what 
one's own church looks like to an outsider. 
Nevertheless, thanks, it was educational. But 
let me add another view. 

This year I agreed to be a member of that 
steering committee Elaine writes about and 
I've been trying to think hard about Riverside 
ever since. My feeling in recent months is that 
there is still something absolutely grwd and 
marvelous about that church and I find it ex
citing in all its pain and frustration-and lack 
of answers. I'm relieved, in fact , that it knows 
it doesn't have answers yet. That's hopeful. 
Still, the church does hum with people coming 
wd going all week long and I've found there 
a kind of willingness to let groups do their own 
thing. Problem is , most of us doing our own 
thing don't know many more answers than the 
staff at the top. But for my money, the church 
is still as worthy as others in the city who have 
had to abandon most of their traditional pro
grams and seek relevance in "the remnant"
in cold, often drab meeting rooms that once 
were rather elegant places. , 

It is irrelevant to ask whether there should 
be church buildings like Riverside. There is 
such a building. The question is , what are its 
possibilities? 

SARAH CUNNINGHAM 

Editor, Concem 
New York, N.Y. 

NEW INSIGHT 
George Harkness' "The Message of Lent" 

(March ) gave me new insight on sin and our 
own obligation to eradicate the world's sins, 
which are essentially ours. As she states, we 
become so inured to the sufferings and 
tragedies in the world that we've forgotten 
how to weep. We pray, but only hall-hearted
ly. We give to ease our consciences, but not 
till it hurts. 

AMY ( MRS. DONALD M. ) HURD 

Glendale, California 
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RELIGIOUS SPOKESMEN 
ATTACK CUTBACKS 

Top spokesmen for three major Ameri
can religious organizations have joined in 
charging that the ixon Administration 
cutbacks in social programs "break 
faith" with the nation's commitment to 
the poor and "penalize" the country's 
disadvantaged. 

"A budget which discriminates or ap
pears to discriminate against the dis
advantaged can only increase alienation, 
cynicism and distrust," declared the 
g~'neral secretaries of the nation's largest 
cooperative religious enterprises. 

"Therefore, we urge that the Adminis
tration and Congress-and all Americans 
-carefully examine and critically reflect 
on the purpose and \'ision of the federal 
budget," they said. 

The '·serious misgivings" expressed 
about the budget were contained in a 
statement signed by Bishop James S. 
Rausch, general secretary of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference and National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops; Rabbi Henry 
S. Sieg;man, general secretary of the 
Synagogue Council of America; and Dr. 
R. H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches. 

As the Interreligious Committee of 
General Secretaries, the three leaders 
challenged the "proposed reductions in 
federal ex-penditures for social programs" 
as reflected in the 1974 federal budget. 

"We are disb·essed that this budget 
proposes that many important social 
programs of the federal government be 
r<.'ducC'd or eliminated," they said. "Em
ployment and educational opportunity, 
community developments for urban and 
rural areas, migrants and seasonal farm 
labor programs, legal services, com
munit) ... housing, medicare and child 
care, are illustrative of a long list of 
federal activities specifically designed 
to ameliorate disadvantage and inequal
ity. 

"This budget," the three leaders said, 
"C'liminatC's, diminishes or postpones 
these important program .. , and "rC'duc
tions in many programs (in) ... the 
innC'r city break faith with the commit
ment of. our nation to treat the urban 
crisis as a national problem." 

They added that sharp cuts in health 
and hospital programs "play havoc" with 
the physical needs of Americans, particu
larly the young, the aged and the poor. 

Noting that not all social programs 
worked effectively, that some are obso
lete and others need continuing evalua
tion. the leaders said that nevertheless 
the federal government has in some 
cases "adopted priorities that penalize 
the most disadvantaged of our people." 

Describing "equality of rights and 
opportunities" as a "primary value in 
American life," they said: "A budget 
which appears to foster inequality dis
torts om nation's moral purpose and 
social vision." 

The three leaders urged a careful 
examination of the budget's purpose and 
vision, adding that "just decisions about 
the way a nation collects and spends its 
public funds are essential to the pursuit 
of justice." ( RNS) 

CLOBAL MINISTRIES BOARD 
MEETS IN ST. LOUIS 

The Board of Global Ministries, largest 
agency of the 10,000,000-member United 
~1ethodist Church, acted on a variety of 
current issues in church and world at 
its meeting March 2.3-.31. Among other 
items, the Board: 

+Voiced opposition to proposed cut
backs in several federally financed social 
assistance programs including hospital 
construction, senior citizen housing and 
~1edicare, and expressed concern that 
the U.S. spend less on weapons and 
defense and more on health, education 
and needs of the poor; 

+ Deplored "mounting efforts of 
governments" to "unduly influence and 
control, either through subtle or overt 
means, reporting, analysis and comment 
by print and broadcast media around 
the world"; 

+Criticized the power of U.S. multi-

RNS Photo 

Sitting on the ground, their hands folded, hundreds of India's Hindu untouchables 
chant in solemn unison: "I shall not steal. I shall not lie. I shall not take liquor. I shall 
abide by the ideal of u;isdom, morality and compassion. I hereby forsake the Hindu 
religion. I beliei;e that I am reborn into a new way of life." 

Thus 2,500 untouchables shed the religion of their birth and embraced Buddhism 
in a New Delhi ceremony conducted by the Dalai Lama of Tibet. In all, as many as 
ttco million of the lou;esl members of India's caste system lwi:e embraced Buddhism in 
India, the land of the religion's birth. 
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national corporations abroad, saying its 
action was spurred by current U.S. 
enat,' hearings on such corporations, 

including the International Telephone 
& Telegraph Corporation (ITT) ; 

+ Accepted "as its mvn" a National 
Council of Churches resolution urging 
the U .. c;overnment to "promptly pro
, ·ide a full and generous response to the 
needs of relief and reconstruction in 
Indochina," and through a Board unit 
Yoted 597,000 for Indochina aid; 

+ Asked President Nixon to give "seri
ous considt'ration and re ponse" to issues 
behind the event at \Vounded Knee. 
S.D .. and that food , medical supplies and 
"fair legal trial as needed" be assured 
for people at Wounded Knee. 

+ Received a report from treasurer 
Stephen F . Brimigion that the Board 
spent $-!2,214.674 in 1972, including $17,-
453,537 for overseas missions and $11,-
554,537 for national missions; 

+Expressed, after extended debate, 
its "concern'' to the ~fethodist Hospital 
at Pikesville, Ky., and to about 200 non
professional workers who have been on 
strike there since June, 1972, voted its 
concurrence with The United Methodist 
Church's stand granting the right to 
collective bargaining, and referred the 

matter to staff members for further work. 
+ Committed itself to Key 73, the 

North American evangelistic campaign 
backed by more than 140 religious 
groups, and called on United Methodist 
congregations to develop programs of 
evangelism which are "faithful to the 
full Gospel of Jesus Christ"; 

Meeting with Board president Bishop 
Paul A. Washburn, Chicago, Ill., in the 
chair, the 156-member agency transacted 
other business in plenary and in sessions 
of its nine major units- Women's Divi
sion, National Division, World D ivision, 
Uni ted Methodist Committee On Relief, 
Health and Welfare Ministries Division, 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns 
Division, Education and Cultivation 
Division, Crusade Scholarship Commit
tee and Committee on Personnel in 
~fission . 

In voting support of Key 73, the 
Board backed both "presenting the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and living this out 
in a ministry that approaches persons of 
other faiths with respect and gentleness, 
empowering in this country and around 
the world the poor and the disadvan
taged, addressing systems which affect 
humans adversely, and doing this in 
every possible way with other Chris-
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You and your wife or husband can enjoy a 
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ti.ans." 
The Board urged the government to 

release all housing funds appropriated 
by Congress and warned that harmful 
reductions in care for the elderly will 
result from recent laws, unless "local 
governments maintain adequate levels 
of funds for care of the elderly by appro
priation of public money, including 
revenue sharing money." Congress was 
urged to provide a national health plan 
for the elderly. The Board will ask 
United Methodists to "urge local and 
state officials to use revenue sharing ex
penditures for the needs of the poor 
and the aged." 

Affirming "the close relationship be
tween freedom of the press-the freedom 
of people to know-and the freedom of 
religion," the Board pledged itself to "a 
free flow of information about our own 
activities." It said "free exchange of 
controversial ideas is a fundamental 
guarantee of the First Amendment" and 
called on church members to "examine 
thoroughly laws now proposed to protect 
confidential sources and information of 
journalists ." 

Defeating a motion which would have 
terminated Board patronage of ITT 
subsidiaries such as the Sheraton hotel 
chain (in one of which the Board met) , 
the group voted to give major attention 
to policies nd practices of multi-national 
corporations at its next meeting in Octo
ber. Their action, the Board said, was 
taken because it believes the ethical 
questions arising from present Senate 
hearings, especially as they "impinge on 
foreign policy decisions," are the same 
ethical concerns which are at the heart 
of its mission. 

With reports being fed in during the 
meeting from the tense situation at 
Wounded Knee, the Board members 
were asked to "use their influence with 
the Department of Interior" to help 
insure that food and medical supplies be 
made available to the people who are 
occupying Wounded Knee. The Board 
commended church representatives, in
cluding United Methodists, who have 
been serving in a mediator/ observer 
role during the crisis. 

The National Council of Churches
adopted resolution on Indochina, en
dorsed by the Board, said the amount, 
type and channels for delivery of aid 
should "only be in response to Indo
chinese initiatives," and added : "We call 
for a reordering of the nation's priorities 
in order that attention be given to the 
crying needs of our forgotten and op
pressed peoples at home." 

The Board's United Methodist Com-
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mittce on Helief approved a total of 
$1,040,000 fQr relief and rehabilitation 
around the world including $597,000 for 
various forms of aid in Indochina. Other 
allocations included $85,000 for famine 
relief in India, $200,000 for Bangladesh 
and $100,000 for earthquake relief in 
l\Ianagua, Nicaragua. 

Income for the Board in 1972, said 
l\lr. Brimigion, totaled $43,844,428. The 
apparent C'Xccss of income over expen
ditures of about $1,600,000 represented 
funds committC'd for use as of Decem
ber 31 but not yet actually disbursed by 
that date, he said, adding that much of 
the money has been expended in the 
last three months. The largest amount 
represented receipts from special offer
ings and funds for relief. 

In a progress report, the Board was 
told meetings have begun among staff 
representatives from four divisions with 
responsibilitics in the health and welfare 
field. A new "Health and Social Welfare 
Collaborativc Staff Working Group" has 
bcen organized, and goals agreed upon 
by the representatives include "commit
ment to direct service health and welfare 
services to persons in need," "competent 
planning and evaluation of health and 
social welfare services according to 
Christian criteria" and an "advocacy 
role in monitoring and initiating health 
care delivery systems and programs." As 
part of the agreement, the Health and 
Welfare Division, located in Evanston, 
Ill., will open an office at Board head
quarters in ew York. 

The Hev. Dr. Robert Huston told the 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns 
Division that "ecumenism is far from 
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dead, but it is so much a part of the 
regular church scene that things which 
made news a few years ago are now 
taken for granted." He also stressed the 
need for the church to make a connec
tion between unity and mission. 

Florence Little, treasurer of the Wom
en's Division, said a continuing church 
emphasis on use of its investments to 
press issues of corporate social respon
sibility is having results. She said man
agements "have been prompted, at a 
minimum, to think about their opera
tions in South Africa," where apartheid 
is the rule; more than 50 companies have 
appointed blacks to their boards of di
rectors, and "fewer and fewer corpora
tion executives are arguing that their 
only responsibility is making profits." 

The Board adopted new by-laws, set 
tentative goals for 1974 to be reviewed 
and finalized this fall, and elected or 
promoted 19 staff members. 

JAPANESE NOT SURE 
ON ASIAN MISSIONARIES 

Rev. Alex John, East Asia Christian 
Council secretary for mission, recently 
visited Japan but left without getting a 
clear answer to the question, "Are the 
Japanese ready to receive Asian mission
aries?" 

John met with Japanese denomina
tional and foreign mission leaders to see 
how an effective exchange of mission
aries involving both giving and receiving 
might be hastened. "Even though there 
have been voices saying that the mis
sionaries should return home, we have 
come to realize the importance of the 
missionary presence if for no other fact 
than that the Body of Christ is universal 
and as members of it we are inter
dependent," he said. 

He asked each Japanese church to 
send him copies of their personnel re
quests and refC'rred to the possibility of 
muhial financing of missionary person
nel. 

The positions of denominational lead
ers as expressed in their response to 
John's proposal varied. Rev. Kazuhiko 
Kato of Japan Baptist Union said they 
only had one missionary family related 
to "evangelistic" work, the others being 
in schools and institutions. In moving to
ward selfhood, we arc heading for the 
time when the number of missionaries 
will be zero, he said. 

Jintaro Ueda, newly appointed asso
ciate director of the NCC Department 
of Service, said that we are coming to 
the point of quc~tioning whether foreign 
missionaries are needed or not, so we are 
puzzled as to why we should even be 
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thinking of asking for Asian mission
aries. 

Rev. Dr. In Ha Lee of the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan cited Miss 
Shoba Mane of India, who teaches at 
Tokyo Women's College, as an example 
of how personnel exchange can work. 
The fact that Japan tends to be closed 
to Asians makes her presence all the 
more important, he said. The Korean 
Christian Church in Japan pays mission
aries out of the support that comes 
from overseas, which constitutes the 
church's decision as to the importance of 
missionaries, Lee said. 
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Mll11 Jaekson Photo 

Among the mediators during the Indian 
occupation at Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, were the Rev. Homer Noley (left) 
and the Rev. John Adams (second from 
left). Together with Bishop James Arm
strong of the Dakotas Area, they repre
sented the National Council of Churches at 
the scene. Noley, an American Indian, is on 
the staff of the Board of Global Ministries; 
Adams is a staff member of the Board of 
Church and Society. 

Rev. Kentaro Takeuchi of the Japan 
Seikokai said that his church still wants 
to receive missionaries not for evan
gelism but as strategists and experts in 
particular fields. He said the church will 
send a Japanese pastor to Korea to study 
language, culture and people and to 
work in the Anglican diocese of Seoul 
for three years, then return to work in 
Japan as a Korean expert and bridge 
builder between churches in Korea and 
Japan. 

DECLI NE IN RELIGION 
GIVES RISE TO OCCULTISM 

Occultism appeals to many people to
day because they find ordinary scientific 
and religious life unsatisfying, said Fa
ther Richard Woods in the annual 
Aquinas lecture at Rosary College, River 
Forest, Ill. 

The reappearance of occultism, the 
revival of magic in the latter half of the 
twentieth century, with more people 
today turning to some sort of involve
ment in it, can be seen as marking a 
deepening crisis in Western society, ac
cording to Father Woods. 

"That the occult revolution is pre
dominantly a youth movement suggests 
further that the young are particularly 
sensitive to this crisis," he continued. 

Father Woods characterizes our age 
as "beset with occult longings." He 
pointed out that five years ago movies 
about the occult began to gain on west
erns, and today there is an average of at 

least one occult film a day on Chicagcf; 
TV stations. 

"The inner heart of occultism Is 
magic," Father Woods explained. He 
said that practices of ceremonial magic 
such as astrology, and even divination 
and witchcraft, as well as black magic, 
or sorcery-bizarre as they seem to us-
are still being carried on in the world 
today. 

"Magic and religion are directly op
posed to one another. They rise and 
decline in inverse proportion," Father 
Woods said. He emphasized that in 
magic, the objective is human control. 
The magician is self-centered, seeb 
power for his own sake. 

"But in religion, except where it de
clines or is contaminated by magic, there 
is no conscious effort to control the 
sacred, to use the holy for personal use 
or gain," he said. "The man of faith for
ever stands apart from the man of 
power. He is God-centered, submits to 
the will of another." 

He pointed out that the aims of 
science, too, are contrary to those of 
magic. Science seeks to understand the 
laws of nature, but the scientist wllllbJ 
rational control of environment, while 
the magician seeks to control thr 
sheer force of will. 

He noted that "today's magic is 
morrow's science," and that scien 
continue to undermine magic con 
tions of the cosmos. What we now 
ESP and psychic research were consi 
ered occult powers not long ago. 

"Science is finding that every 
of life has its occult counterpart, .. 
said. "Para-psychologists today 
maintaining that gifts such as s 
sight, prophecy, clairvoyance 
psycho-kinesis are not supernatural. 
para-normal. They can be used for 
or evil, but in themselves are no 
evil than sight, hearing, taste and to 
Uncritical delving into such shady 
however, can be tragic, and these 
plorations should be undertaken only 
those who are qualified." 

While occultism can be very 
ous, Father Woods doesn't think 
need to panic. 

"The occult revolution can be 1 
upon as much as a sign of hope 
sign of mental or moral disintegra · 
he said. "It deals with elements of 
man experience which can not be to 
denied, even though they have not 
explained by science or evaluated 
religion." 

The churches, according to Fa 
Woods, should regard occultism as 
sign, among young people, of a 
for major significance. 



The Cokesbury Question Book 
If you can answer the questions 
below, try the 2,876 others in this 
phenomenal resource for personal 
entertainment or group recreation. 
You'll be surprised at how many 

Plum Jelly and Stained Glass 
& Other Prayers 

you know (or think you do !) Arthur 
M. Depew. $4.95 

The popular authors Jo Carr and 
Imogene Sorley capture the "color of 
joy" in these down-to-earth prayers 
by and for homemakers . Once again 
the uncommon is created from the 
everyday. $2.75 

The Kingdom Seekers 
Being high on Jesus is great, 
but there is a need for fixed points 
of faith if a Christian is to 
mature. Merle Allison Johnson 
otfers r!lalistic guidelines for those 
working with new Christians. 
$3 .75 

Layman's Guide to 70 Psalms 
Charles L. Taylor otfers fresh 
translations of seventy favorite 
Psalms in clear, readable form. He 
includes marginal notes, a one
page commentary and summary 
prayer, making each one ideal for 
devotion and study. $3.75 

The Jesus Thing 
Churchmen disappointed in the 
institutional church decided to do 
the work of Jesus today. This 
is the story of what happened and 
how similar experiments can be 
started by others. John J. 
Vincent. Paper, $2.95 

Cerebrations on Coming Alive 
William K. McElvaney explains in 
"mini-forms" what coming alive 
means . "McElvaney has created 
a medium of theology that takes 
a big step-maybe I should say 
somersault-over all we have 
now."-Harvey Cox. $3 .95 

Evangelistic Sermons 
of Clovis G. Chappell 
Selected from his best loved 
published works, these thirteen ser
mons reflect the deep faith and 
first love of a man considered one of 
the most J?OWerful pulpit voices in 
America. $2.95 

Introducing the Bible 
The best known expositor of the 
Bible in Great Britain presents an 
introduction to the Old and 
New Testaments and Apocrypha 
for "everyman" in this fascinating 
nondenominational text. William 
Barclay. Paper, $1.45 

Reflections of a 
Fishing Parson 
Fishing tales and philosophy are 
woven together in a narrative 
which will appeal to all fishing folk. 
Jonathan C. Sams reflects what 
every fisherman feels-fishing 
is "natural, real, and tells the 
truth ." $2.95 

Christian Counter Culture 
If man is " basically good" as 
many influential thinkers believe 
today, then something is wrong 
somewhere! Chester A. Penning
ton refutes the theory and urges 
Christians to take a stand. Excit
ing reading! $3.75 

Keeping Peace in the Family 
No-nonsense advice from a pastor
counselor in a warm, informal 
style. Discusses ways of overcom
ing difficult family situations
inlaws, divorce, teen-adult 
relations, etc. Harold M. Mallett. 
$3.95 



Characteristics of love 

' Al l the specia l gifts a nd powers 
from God will someday come to an 
end. but love goes on fo rever. Some
day prophecy, and speaking in un
k n own lang u ages, and specia l 
knowledge- these gifts will disap
pear. ' Now we know so litt le, even 
with our specia l gi fts, a nd th e 
preaching of those most gifted is 
sti ll so poor. '0 Bu t when we have 
been made pe rfect and comp lete, 
then the need for these inadequate 
specia l gifts wi ll come to a n end . 
and they will disappear. 

" It' s lik e t h is: whe n I was a 
child I spoke and th ought and rea
soned as a child does. But when I 
beca m 

I CORINTHIANS 13 

ish th ings. " In the sa me way, we 
ca n see a nd understa nd o nly a li tt le 
abo ut G od now. as if we were peer
ing a l his refl ection in a poor mir
ro r: bu t someday we a re goi ng to 
see h im in his completeness. face to 
face. Now a ll tha t I know is hazy 
a nd blurred , but then I will see ev
eryt hing clea rly. just as c lea rl y as 
God sees into my hea rt right now. 

" T here a re three things that re
ma in - fai th , ho pe, and love- and 
the grea test o f these is love. 

14 L ET LOV E BE yo ur g rea test 
a im : neverth eles3, ask a lso fo r 

the specia l abilit ies the Ho ly .Spir it 


