
I I 



11111 I I ~ I I 
New Series Vol . XXXlll No. 8 • Whole Series Vol. LXlll No. 4 • April 1973 

3 Mission Memo 
7 Editoria ls 
8 Easter Certainty 

10 A Faith that Rebels 
12 Frustration or Anticipation: 

World Conference on Salvation Today 
17 The Charismatic Movement : 

A New Pentecost? 
20 Six Tales of the Twin Cities 
26 Nicaragua After the Earthquake 
32 Healthy Hospital Visits 
36 After Agnes : New Life in Kingston 
39 Cartoon Comments 
40 Letters from Overseas 
42 Books and Films 
46 Letters 
47 The Moving Finger Writes 

COVER 

Emil Brunne r 
W . B. J. M a rti n 

A rthur J. Moore , Jr. 

Lawrence A . La rson 
Ell en Clark 

Toge Fuj ih ira 
W ill iam A He ins 

Cha rl es E. Brew ste r 
Roge r C. Sadl e r 

Temples in the Grounds of the Grand Palace , Bangkok , Thailand 
John P. Taylor Photograph 

Editor , Arthur J. Moore , Jr. ; Managing Editor , Charles E. Brewster 
Planning and Coordination , Stanley J. Rowland , Jr.; Associate Editor , Ellen Clark 

Art Director, Roger C. Sadler ; Designer, Karen Tureck 

475 Riverside Drive, New York , New York 10027 

Publ ished Monthly (bimonthly , July-August) by the Board of Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church , Educat ion and Cultivat ion Division , in association with the United Presby
t erian Church . USA. 

Second-class Ma il Privileges Authorized at New York , N.Y. Additional Entry at Nashville , 
Tennessee. Copyright 1973 by Board of Global Ministr ies of the United Methodist Church . No 
part of New World Outlook may be reproduced in any form without written pe rmission from 
Editors. Printed in U.S.A. 

Subscriptions in the Un ited States and Possessions, Argentina , Bolivia , Brazil , Chile , Costa 
Rica , Cuba , Mexico , Peru , Uruguay: One year $3 .00 (combination with response, $5 .00 ). 
Single copies 35 cents. Canada : one year $3.25 (combination $5 .50 ) . All other foreign 
countries : One year $4.00 (combination $6.40) , 

Report any change of address directly to new/World Outlook rather than to the Post Office. 
With your new address be sure to send also the old address, enclosing if possible an address 
labe l from a recent copy. A request for change of address must reach us at least thirty days 
before the date of issue with wh ich it is to take effect. 

new/World Outlook e ditorials and unsigned articles reflect the views of the editors and 
signed articles the views of the authors only. 

PHOTO CRED ITS : 
P. 9 , Descent from t he Cross, by Anton io Clave (Three Lions); Pp. 10, 11, Heinemann/foto 
present ; Pp. 12, 13 , 14 , 15, 16, john P. Tay lor, from WCC ; Pp. 17, 18 , 19, Law rence A . 
La rson ; Pp. 20 , 22, 23 , 25 , United Method ist Miss ions ; Pp. 26 , 27 , 28 , 29, 30 , 31 , Toge 
Fuji hira ; Pp. 3 2 , 33 , 34, 3 5 , W ill iam A. Heins ; Pp. 36, 37 , 38 , Burt Husband Studio . 



NISSIONNENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

April, 1973 

Ecology and Justice. "Eco-justice" is one of the newer concerns of denomina
tions joined in the Interfaith Committee on Social Responsibility in Investments. 
An inter-church task force has been formed to explore the questions of nuclear 
power plants in Puerto Rico, transportation planning and strip mining, and the 
energy crisis, which were among the issues raised at an eco-justice conference 
held early in March for representatives of six denominations. The United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries' National Division also considered an 
"action plan in the area of eco-justice" at its meeting in St. Louis. The divi
sion defines "eco-justice" as an integrated approach to the concern for human 
justice -- especially in race relations -- and threats to human health and sur
vival from the ecological crisis. "Slums and rats are as much an ecological 
issue as factory smoke and auto fumes," the division says. 

Ministries to the Deaf. Churches will need to increase ministries to the deaf 
because hearing-impaired children born during a rubella, or German measles, 
epidemic of five years ago are now moving into school age. This was one point 
emphasized at a UM Ministries to the Deaf workshop held March 12-14 at Williams
burg, Va. It was the second annual workshop planned by the Board of Global 
Ministries' National Division which is developing a support network of people 
engaged in deaf ministries. A high priority is the need to educate both hearing 
and deaf individuals about each other. Another need is for the church to serve 
as a link between deaf people and community resources available to them. 

Veterans. A ministry for returning veterans is being developed by the United 
Presbyterian Church with leadership from the Rev. Peter Salerno, a former 
military chaplain who is now serving in the national church offices as Secretary 
fcrthe Office of Emergency Ministry for Veterans Affairs. The ministry involves 
personal service to veterans, encouraging and helping them utilize educational 
and training opportunities, special programs for the educationally handicapped, 
and help with health and other needs. Local churches can be involved in the 
ministry at a cost of $600 a year for a church, group of churches or organized 
church body. 

Relief Efforts. Stack-sack homes, the "miracle homes" for the poor reported 
in our February issue, will be going up for 200-300 families in Managua, 
Nicaragua soon and also on the Bay of Bengal in Bangladesh, according to UMCOR. 
The new homes will withstand earthquakes and hurricane-force winds. 



Thailand. Some 12 , 000 women per year are now benefiting from the birth control 
aspects of the Mobile Family Planning Clinic that operates from McCormick 
Hospital in Chiang Mai, his torically related to the United Presbyterian Church. 
Malaria control, antibiotics and immunizations have sharply reduced the death 
rate in recent years, and population has soared at one of the highest rates in 
the world. 

Malawi. As a r esult of persecutions which began in 1967 there are practically no 
Jehovah's Witnesses r ema ining in this tiny African country, according to sources 
at the movement's world headquarters in Brooklyn, New York. Almost all of the 
34, 000 Witnesses have fled to camps in Mozambique and in Zambia, where at 
Sinda Misa le some 350 died from bad water, malnutrition and lae;k of sufficient 
medical supplies. According to the Witnesses, Malawi, a one party state under 
Dr . H. Kamuzu Banda, has demanded that all adults purchase membership cards 
in the party . Witnesses say they will engage in community improvement plans, 
battle illiteracy and disease and pay taxes, but they prefer not to get involved in 
politics. Acting on an inflammatory speech by President Banda, squads of the 
party's le~ of Malawi Youth and Young Pioneers have been reported assaulting 
Africans who could not produce party cards. In New York, a government spokes
man denied that people are "being forced" to buy the cards. The sect was offi
cially banned in 1967 and anyone found practicing it can, according to the govern
ment spokesman, be taken to court. There has been no official response to an 
attempt by Jehovah's Witnesses leaders to negotiate with the government. 

"The Public 's Right to Know". With an eye not only to increasing governmental 
threats to First Amendment rights in this country, but also in other places around 
the wor ld, United Methodist Board of Global Ministries members said in St. Louis 
that they "deplore what are mounting efforts of governments to unduly influence and 
control either through subtle or overt means reporting, analysis and comment by 
print and broadcast media around the world." Several Christian radio stations in 
the Philippines have been closed down, and many church publications in Zaire have 
been ordered to stop printing. "Freedom of religion is in jeopardy wherever freedom 
of expression is denied, " the board added. 

Footnote to the Above. The United Methodist Council of Bishops will hold an open 
plenary session for the first time at its spring meeting in Washington, D. C. on 
Wednesday afternoon, April 25. Previously, its sessions have been closed. No 
reason for the move has been given, but it is possible that concern for openness 
in government is spreading from the secular sphere to the spiritual. In contrast, 
the Episcopal Church's House of Bishops has had open sessions for years - - the 
most famous being the Bishop Pike controversy -- and has gone into closed sessions 
only over such items a s the selection of overseas bishops and pastoral concerns. 
(A motion was made in the House of Bishops several years ago to bar one particular! 
obstreperous newman, who was also a man of the cloth, but cooler heads prevailed 
and the motion was defeated.) 

Rhodesia. The latest episode in the continuing saga of Christian troubles in Rhodesi 
is the refusal of a re-entry visa to the Rev. Norman E. Thomas and family, who 
have been United Methodis t missionaries there for eleven years. They apparently 
identified too closely, from the white minority government's point of view, with the 
efforts of United Methodist Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, leader of the African National 
Council, to secure a measure of justice for the country's five million Africans. 



Hotels. It is getting increasingly difficult for religious organizations these days 
to find hotels to meet in whose ownership, lettuce buying policies or hiring practices 
will meet everyone's approval. At the UM Board of Global Ministries meeting in 
St. Louis's Sheraton-Jefferson members of the Latin America Committee wanted to 
know why they were meeting in a hotel owned by I. T. &T. - - and just when the 
mammoth conglomerate was on the carpet in the Senate for its brazen tactics in Chile 
(see editorial page). 

Afghanistan. A complicated controversy over the threatened demolition of this land
locked country's only Protestant church has provoked some responses in America, 
some of them on the mildly hysterical side. For the time being, the Afghan govern
ment has held up the demolition, at least until April 8, but Dr. J. Christie Wilson, 
the church's pastor and a United Presbyterian scholar of Middle Eastern languages 
and cultures, has been ordered to leave the country for unspecified "illegal actions," 
Religious News Service reports. The church was dedicated in 1970 and the demolition 
order has to do with the 99 year lease, said to be illegal. Some sources have described 
the conflict as more one between the Muslim community and the King than between the 
government and Christians and the church has not been accused of proselytizing. 
Meanwhile, as if nothing has been learned in Christian missions and interreligious 
affairs in the last few decades, Dr. Robert Schuller, pastor of the Garden Grove 
community church in California, has charged on his weekly TV program that Moslem 
pressure is to blame and is asking people to write to the President. 

Amen. A new feature-length color film, "Let the Church Say Amen!" will be avail
able for distribution on April 1. The cinema-verite style film follows a young black 
seminarian, Hudson (Dusty) Barksdale, from the classrooms of Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta to a rural church in Mound Bayou, Mississippi and 
then to an inner-city church in Chicago. The film was written and directed by St. 
Clair Bourne and the executive producer was the Rev . David W. Briddell, of the 
United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. Viewed in New York recently, the 
film does a superb job in evoking the range and depth of the black spiritual experience 
and does it in a way that will appeal to both black and white audiences. 

Wounded Knee. In the constantly changing picture at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
several persons have been performing quiet ministries of diplomacy and helping to 
set up the various ceasefires. Among them has been, for one, John Adams, of the 
UM Board of Church and Society and representing the National Council of Churches, 
who had previous experience in this type of si~uation mediating peace between police 
and demonstrators at the Republican National Convention in Miami. Other "communica 
tion enablers" (as UMI reporter Miles Jackson calls them) have been the Rev. Homer 
Noley, an American Indian on the staff of the National Division, and Bishop James 
Armstrong. 

Burma. On February 21 a ferry boat carrying two hundred passengers sank in the 
Rangoon River after colliding with an ocean-going liner. Among the many who lost 
their lives in the tragedy was the Rev. G. Daniel, Conference General Secretary of 
the Methodist Church of the Union of Burma. Funeral services were held in the Scots' 
Kirk where more than 900 people gathered to pay respects to his memory. He was 
survived by his wife, Mrs. Shantha Kumari Daniel and five daughters. 



Amnesty. The Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 
Churches, which produced "Duty Bound", shown on March 11 on national television, 
has received over 9000 responses from viewers. The program asked viewers to 
vote on the guilt or innocence of a draft evader; of 2500 votes counted so far 7 
voted "not guilty" or in favor of amnesty. BFC spokesmen acknowledge, however, 
that voting viewers represent a "highly motivated" group and are not necessarily 
representative of the country as a whole. 

India. The title for this could be "let's try it again, "but it does appear that 
given the right circumstances the Methodist Church in Southern Asia and the 
Church of North India just might unite next November 29. The MCSA Executive 
Board has called an adjourned session of the Central Conference for August 6-8 
to complete preparations for union (which some people thought had been prepared 
in 1970) and to finish necessary business of the MCSA as a denomination, the 
largest body of United Methodists outside the U.S. Their joining the CNI will 
almost double that Church's 700, 000 members. 

Girl Scouts. A former president of the Girl Scouts of the USA, Mrs. Margaret W. 
Price, of St. Louis, died of cancer at the age of 62, RNS reports. A United 
Presbyterian, Mrs. Price served the Girl Scouts in many capacities, and her 
"drive and dedication" is credited for the founding of the Girl Scout's National 
Center West, a 13, 000 acre expanse in Wyoming. frs. Price was also president 
of the St. Louis Mental Health Association, a director of the · ational Center for 
Voluntary Action, chairwoman of the Girl Scout National Centers Development 
Committee, and board chairwoman of Missouri Youth for Environment Quality, 
which she founded. 

Missionaries. Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon, a missionary and Methodist mission 
executive for 38 years, died March 16 at the Brooks Howell Home in Asheville, 
North Carolina, at the age of 83. Before her retirement in 1955, Miss MacKinnon 
was at one time head of women's overseas work in the Board of Missions of the 
former Methodist Episcopal Church, South. During her 23 years as a mission 
board secretary, she at one time or another had administrative responsibility for 
countries on fo~r continents, though her most permanent assignment was Africa. 
She was a missionary in China from 1917 to 1932, teaching in Huchow and Shanghai. 
Later, she was chairperson of the Division of Foreign Missions of th ational 
Council of Churches and was active in other ecumenical ventures. 



There is no one who knows yet what 
the total effect of the President's budget 
surgery will be on church social service 
programs, but at least one administrator 
ha described the result as "devastating." 

Church resources alone have never 
been able to finance completely all the 
church run community centers, chil
dren's homes, church related hospitals 
and clinics and housing projects and 
have depended on a variety of federal 
matching grants. Since the beginning of 
the so-called War on Poverty in the mid
sixties church institutions have some
times depended on the government for 
as much as 50% of their budget. The 
"partnership" was good for both, inas
much as the churches could provide the 
services at least as cheaply and efficient
ly as state run agencies. ow all that is 
threatened. The Administration has de
cided to freeze all its commitments to 
subsidize the construction of low and 
middle income housing, phase out some 
900 Community Action Programs 
( CAP ), grant $600 million less in aid to 
the states in Social and Rehabilitation 
Services of Health, Education and Wel
fare ( and, more importantly, is switch
ing the emphasis from urban centers to 
rural, so that some areas, such as 
Arizona, are getting even more than they 
asked for, while New York will receive 
some $634 million less than it asked for ) . 
Head Start is to be terminated by June 
30th. If Head Start and CAP which 
affected primarily inner city residents, 
are to be continued it will be without 
federal aid. Spending in health and 
nutrition programs, including neighbor
hood health centers, will be cut from 
$157 million to $147 million. 

According to Jim McDaniel, Coordi
nator for Health and Human Develop
ment of the United Presbyterian 
Church's new Program Agency, the new 
budget constitutes "a crisis of major pro
portions." As examples, he cites the 
Bethesda United Presbyterian Commu
nity Center in Pittsburgh, which will 
lose $250,000 of federal grants covering 
a wide range of poverty programs. As a 
result of proposed Medicaid cuts, sev
eral United Presbyterian nursing homes 
in Buffalo and western New York will 
face the cruel choice of declaring bank
ruptcy or switching their service orien
tation away from the poor and middle 

class to serve exclusively the upper class 
who can pay. Some thirty-two United 
Presbyterian housing projects around the 
country, with a total of 7,000 dwelling 
units located primarily in low income 
areas, will face cuts of $140 million in 
federal revenues. These examples can be 
multiplied across the nation. 

The President cannot take all the 
blame, of course. Congress itself im
posed a limit las t year on federal con
tributions to state "social services" when 
the matching grant formula got out of 
hand. But the new guidelines and the 
new definitions of who can receive the 
social services are the President's- and 
their effect will be felt by the poor. 

For instance, among church run pro
grams which will be hardest hit are 
those providing day care services to the 
poor. This includes not only those run 
by national church agencies, but also 
those established in recent years by hun
dreds of local congregations, often in the 
ghettos. The President has a well-known 
aversion to day care, having once called 
it "socialization," and apparently sees 
no contradiction between preaching the 
work ethic to the poor and undercutting 
those programs which help the poor go 
to work. The new guidelines, which say 
that famili es earning more than one-and
a-third of the local welfare eligibility 
level cannot use HEW supported day 
care services, guarantees to make many 
poor families want to uit their jobs- as 
it will clearly be more profitable to go 
on welfare and make use of day care 
services. Miss Louise Weeks, United 
Methodist field representative for Com
munity Centers and Residences, esti
mates that thousands of working moth
ers, including those whose children are 
served by 54 day care facilities in United 
Methodist community centers, will be 
forced to quit their jobs and go on 
welfare. The new regulations, she says, 
will "greatly affect the ability of low 
income families to keep body and soul 
together." 

"It is not a disgrace to be poor," says 
Bishop Paul Washburn, president of the 
United Methodist Board of Global Min
istries, nor is it "wrong, sinful, undemo
cratic or unChristian." Rather, "it is 
painful to be poor . . . and a more rigor
ous application of the Puritan work ethic 
is not the answer to the pain." It is ad
vice that the government would do well 
to heed. 

The latest revelations before a Senate 
hearing on International Telephone and 
Telegraph's sordid manipulations in 
Chile prove, among other things, that 
Jesus was right when he said you cannot 
serve God and mammon. 

Like other huge multinational corpora
tions, which in reali ty are usually Ameri
can companies, I.T.T. is fond of citing 
reams of statistics and graphs implying 
that their involvement in less developed 
countries is the highest form of altruism, 
if not actually service to God. In reali ty, 
if anything is ever done for the 
benighted masses in these countries it 
is a lucky by-product: there is only one 
motivation that ultimately counts and 
that is profit. In recent years, p rofits 
from investments in foreign countries 
by blue chip American companies have 
been considerable. 

The excuse generally given for these 
huge profits is the risk that some latter 
day Isaiah will rise up in some of these 
countries and note that, economically 
speaking, "the spoils of the poor are in 
your houses" ( Isaiah 3: 14 NEB ). That 
is what happened in Chile when it was 
noticed that in sixty years U.S. copper 
companies had removed $7.2 billion 
worth of copper from Chile while invest
ing $1 billion, that 95% of the patents in 
the country were held by foreigners, 
that 60% of the population was becoming 
relatively poorer while a small strata of 
the rich was getting richer. 

Instead of taking their expected losses, 
I.T.T. offered the White House and the 
Centrnl Intelligence Agency $1 million 
to prevent the election of D r. Salvador 
Allende. The recommendations included 
steps to maneuver the departing Chilean 
president back into power, to foment 
violence leading to a possible military 
takeover, and to use American govern
mental agencies to spread anti-Allende 
propaganda. And a CJ.A. official is said 
to have agreed with these proposals. 
Another plan, with eighteen points, was 
submitted by I.T.T. after Allende's elec
tion to insure that he "do<(S not get 
through the crucial next six months." 

Last year a group of missionaries in 
Chile put their finger squarely on 
"I.T.T.'s search for profits that motivated 
its attempt to prevent the freely elected 
Chilean government from coming to 
power in 1970." Is this why so many coun
tries are turning away from capitalism? 



INSEPARA BLY SIN, anxiety,· and 
hopelessness belong together on 

the one si de, and fa ith, peace, and 
hope on the other side. W e can be 
redeemed from hopelessness and 
born anew to a liv ing hope only by 
bei ng redeemed from godlessness 
and reconciled and un ited anew w ith 
God. The Eas ter message belongs to
gether with the message of Good 
Friday. The gospel of Jesus Chris t is 
not put toge ther fro m many pi eces; 
it is, as John ve ry meaningfully says 
of the ga rment of Jesus, from one 
piece without a seam. Only he who 
beforehand has been reconcil ed to 
God can really believe in the Eas ter 
message, so that it becomes a liv ing 
hope. O ne can not deal d irectly wi th 
hopelessness and anxiety abou t 
death but onl y in such a way that 
one dea ls with the bas is of it. It 
stems from a disturbed relati on w ith 
God ; i t ca n only be removed if the 
relation to God is res to red , i f we are 
reconci led to God and are at peace 
with him through the cross of Jesus 
Christ. See, that is w hy it does not 
help much if one simply beli eves in 
the resu rrection reco rd of the Gos
pels, w hat one ca ll s bel ievi ng in 
such case. Among the many m illi ons 
w ho have from thei r chi ldhood be
lieved and never doub ted it, there 
are also many mi ll ions in whose li fe 
this so-ca ll ed faith in the resurrec
tion means no th ing at all. Their fa ith 
is simply a piece of thei r wo rld p ic
tu re; they be lieve that Jesus is raised 
from the dead, as they be lieved tha t 
earlier lake dwelle rs lived in our 
land or that the ea rth is a ba ll. De
sp ite this faith in the Easte r event, 
they suffer just as others from anx
iety about life, and fight, just as 
those who be lieve nothing, brutall y 
and greed ily from th e door-closin g 
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panic for their place in li fe. Why? 
Just because they are not reconciled 
to God, because thi s Easter faith 
does not come from the experience 
o f reconci liation with God through 
Jesus Christ. They have not made 
their peace w ith God ; thus they also 
have no peace in thei r li fe. If they 
had peace with God, then their anx
iety would also disappear, and with 
their anxiety the stru ggle for a pl ace 
in life. One cannot be bo rn again 
to a liv ing hope throu gh the resur
recti on of Jesus from the dead if one 
is not born again through Jesus 
Chri st's act of reconcili ation . 

On the other hand, many say : 
How c4n I believe in the Easter mes
sage of the resurrection ? I cannot 
know for certain whether that is true 
w hich the Cospels record ; I cannot 
go back and prove it. And if I would 
si mply force myself to believe it be
cause it is recorded in the Bible
assuming that I could so force my
self-how would that help me? That 
would not give me a joyful , living 
hope. They are entirely right. Su ch 
a faith whose autho rity is merely his
to ry has no wo rth . The real Eas ter 
fa ith does not come from the fact 
that one believes the report of the 
apos tle without doubting; rather, i t 
comes from the fact that one is 
reconciled to God throu gh Jesus 
Christ. This reconciliation is not a 
mere belief but a rebirth , a new life. 
Throu gh thi s reconciliation, godless
ness and anxiety are rooted out and 
one becomes a new man. From thi s 
reconci lia t ion through Jesus Christ 
faith in hi s resurrection from the 
dead arises of i tself. 

Some people have already tried 
to fo rce themselves to believe in 
w hat the Bible reports of the resur
rec tion of Jesus. But it was not so 

simple. Always doubt interfered ; 
and then one thought that doubt
for example, scientific doubt in the 
possibility of such a miracle-was 
the basis of his inability to believe. 
That goes w ithout saying. Some of 
the greatest scientists of all times 
have believed in the resurrection, 
just as an apostle of early Christian
ity. Perhaps you also belong to those 
w ho would like to believe, who 
would also like to have this hope of 
eternal life. But you say you cannot. 
I w ish to tell you precisely why you 
cannot believe, and I also wish to 
tell you how you can believe. You 
cannot bel ieve it because you are 
not reconciled to God, and you are 
no t recon ciled to God because you 
do not really wish to repent for your 
godlessness. All unbelief without 
any exception comes from this un
will ingness to obey, from the unwill
ingness of sin that separates us from 
God. In the moment when you do 
that and sincerely acknowledge your 
sin s, then you can also believe in the 
reconcil iation ; no, in this moment 
you are reconciled to God throu gh 
Jesus Chri st and the truth of the 
Easter message is clear to you. Then 
you believe in the resurrection, not 
because it is reported by the apos
tles but because the resurrected One 
h imself encounters you in a living 
way as he who un ites you w ith God, 
as the living Mediator. Now you 
yourself know it : he lives, he, the 
Recon ciler and Redeemer.• 

This sermon b y the great German 
theologian Emil Brunner was translated 
and edited b y John Holden (I Believe in 
God, published by the W estm inster 
Press) and is a selection in this year's 
spiritual life stud y book, The Healing 
Fountain, edited b y Be tty Th ompson . 





"On that cross he discarded the 
cosmic powers and authorities like 
a garment; he made a public spec
tacle of them and led them as cap
tives in his triumphal procession" 
(Colossians 2:15 New English Bible). 

George Bernard Shaw, who was 
given to writing long prefaces to 
short plays, once said : " Jesus would 
have been Jesus if he had d ied in 
his bed", if he had died with his 
boots on, as it were. 

Which tells us more about Ber
nard Shaw than about Jesus! Obvi
ously for Mr. Shaw, the supremely 
important thing about any man is 
his ideas; is the strength and beauty 
of his ethical and moral insights. 
What impressed Shaw about the 
Man of Nazareth was the splendid 
sanity of his teaching. 

Did he not say in the preface to 
one of his plays : "After contemplat
ing the world and human nature 
for nearly sixty years, I can see no 
way out of the world's misery but 
the way Christ would have taken 
had he undertaken the work of a 
modern practical statesman." 

Elsewhere he paid this further 
tribute, "There is nothing in the 
teaching of Jesus that cannot be 
assented to by a Brahman, a Moham
medan, a Buddhist or a Jew." And 
mark you, by that he is not down
grading Jesus ; making Him merely 
one of the world's teachers. He is 
exalting him as the One great 
Teacher who speaks a universal wis
dom. One who hews so close to 
reality that his ethical teaching can 
be assented to by any man, simply 
in virtue of his being a man, irre
spective of color or culture or creed. 

Far from deposing Jesus from his 
place, Shaw was giving him the 
highest place among humanity's 
leaders and guides, as you can see 
immediately if you turn his saying 
around. If he had said of Jesus : 
"There is nothing in his teaching 
that can be assented to by a Brah
man, a Mohammedan, a Jew", then 
we would have to conclude that 
Jesus was not a great repository of 
wisdom but a freak , speaking not 
to the universal human heart but 
to a little coterie. 

Yes, for Shaw, Jesus is the Great 
Teacher, one whose teachin g is so 
sol id , so rooted in reality, that it 
remains true and important no mat-
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ter how he d ied. "Jesus would have 
been Jesus if he had died in his 
bed." 

Well , that is where the early 
Christians part company with Ber
nard Shaw. They were, of course, 
impressed with Christ's teaching, but 
the Cross adds a dimension to it 
that nothing else could have done. 

For one thing the Cross exposed 
the terrific resistance that human na
ture puts up to the most sane and 
splendid moral precepts. There is 
something darkly irrational about us 
men that rejects the finest wisdom-

about-life. As a great teacher of 
mine once put it, " As an invention, 
the Cross comes out of the very 
slums of the human heart", and we 
all have such slums : dark, passion
ate, perverse impulses- greed, sen
suality, fear- that not only reject 
but actively oppose attempts to get 
us to live rationally and well. 

And then , the Cross had this other 
message for the early Christians, 
namely that their Teacher of Righ
teousness was no mere mouther of 
moral platitudes ; he put his life 
where his mouth was. 

In this life, it isn' t what a man 
says that breaks hearts and moves 
wills, it's what he does about what 

he says. They believed in his teach
ing because he believed in it, be
lieved in it firmly and fervently 
enough to go to the Cross for it. 

No Martyrdom Cult 

But if that were all , it still would 
not account for the influence of Je
sus. If that were all, there might have 
grown up around the Cross a little 
cult of martyrdom, yes, even a cult 
of masochism, of satisfaction, of de
light in suffering itself. 

But that was not how the early 
Christians envisaged themselves : as 
the defeated devotees of a defeated 
hero, glorying in defeat. This was no 
sect blatantly labelling themselves 
"The Losers". 

To a man, they were conscious of 
living the victorious life, not because 
Jesus had died in his bed, a calm 
Sage leaving an imperishable mem
ory of clean and candid wisdom, not 
only because this Jesus had paid for 
his convictions by challenging, pro
voking and accepting crucifixion, 
but because on the further side of 
crucifixion there was resurrection, 
because beyond Black Friday there 
was Easter Day. 

Now, a great deal of nonsense has 
been talked about the significance 
of Easter Day, much of it, alas, by 
Christians. Some Christians talk as 
though the only significance of 
Christ's Resurrection is that it guar
antees their resurrection. 
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But I ma~e bold to say that that 
was the last thing that interested and 
excited those early disciples. For one 
thing, they were young ~en, and ~o 
young man thinks he will ever dre, 
as William Hazlett said. 

When the disciples saw the Empty 
Tomb, they didn' t immediately 
shout, " Halleluia ! He lives forever! 
Now we are going to live for ever! 
He lives beyond the grave, now we 
shall live beyond the grace!" 

What did happen 1 

What, then, did happen to the dis
ciples on Easter Day? Fir , and 
above all , this : that the faith that 
Jesus had evoked in them while he 
was alive turned out to be no mir
age, no flash in the pan , no meteor 
that blazed for a moment and then 
spluttered out. 

On Friday, he had gone down to 
defeat, and they had gone down to 
defeat with him. How could they 
help it, how could they not help 
feeling that they had been " sold" ; 
that they had been captivated by a 
set of ideas, a style of life, that had 
no permanent validity, no ground
ing in reality. 

It had been fine while it lasted, 
but now it all appeared utopian and 
illusory. If the Cross was the end, 
how could they trust the teaching 
that had splattered out, bloody, on 
the gallows? 

Easter, then, was God validating 

the Cross ; God saying in effect, 
" Truth forever on the scaffold, 
wrong forever on the throne, yet 
that scaffold sways the future." 
Easter was God's way of saying : No! 
You have not been deluded! The 
words, wisdom and life of your 
Teacher and exemplar were rooted 
in the nature of reality, engraven on 
the very rocks, and no machination 
of evil men can erase or obliterate 
it. 

Sure, they might have had a feel
ing that that was so, but feelings are 
notoriously fickle. Sure, they might 
have gone on resisting the very idea 
that their Lord and Leader, their 
great Companion, was finished. 

Nobody can stand in the presence 
of greatness without feeling, desper
ately and wistfully, that death can
not bring this to an end. Edna St. 
Vincent Millay felt this even about 
her human friends and comp~nions: 

I am not resigned to the shutting 
away of loving hearts in the 
hard ground. 

So it is, and so it will be, for so 
it has been, time out of mind : 

Into the darkness they go, the 
wise and the lovely, crowned 
With li l ies and laurels they go, 
but I am not resigned. 

Down into the darkness of the 
grave 

Gently they go, the beautiful, the 
tender, the kind : 

Quietly they go, the intelligent, 
the witty, the brave. 

I know. But I do not approve. And 
I am not resigned. 

If we have loved deeply and been 
loved in return, if we have known 
greatness in any of its many forms, 
we too may instinctively protest, feel 
outraged by death, cry, " We do not 
approve, we are not resigned ." 

But still it's a matter of feeling. 
(Though I am not one of those who 
thinks that all feelings are to be 
mistrusted. " If hopes are dupes, 
fears may be liars." God didn't give 
us feelings in order to mislead us!) 

Still, feelings are fickle: they ebb 
and flow. And feelings alone certain
ly never brought into existence that 
tough persistent entity called the 
Christian Community. 

Newness of Life 

If you want to locate the real 
meaning of Easter for the original 
Christians, you will not find it in 
Easter's assurance of immortality
that is only a by-product. 

Those early disciples were not 
exalted by the Empty Tomb because 
it answered the question, "If a man 
die shall he live again?" That was 
Job's question, but it was not theirs. 
Theirs was the more immediate 
question- Dare we live upon the 
teaching of Christ, by the pattern of 
his life, if that life, tender, idealistic, 
splendid as it was-ended in the 
gloom of defeat? 

The kind of testimony that Easter 
Day produced runs through the New 
Testament in these not-other-world
ly but very this-worldly terms : 
"Christ is raised that we might walk 
in newness of life." 

Somewhere in my library there is 
a little book that I haven' t looked 
into for many a long day, but whose 
tit le constantly challenges me. It is 
called A Faith That Rebels . 

Do you know why man can even 
entertain a faith that rebels-that 
protests and resists every attempt to 
mechanize, finalize, capitulate to 
fate? It is because God is the first 
great Rebel , constantly breaking 
through eve1y man-made limitation. 
God who has decreed not a closed 
but an open universe, plastic to his 
touch, whereof the sign and seal is 
the Resurrection . 

Only because of God's Faith can 
man say his brave bold things, can 
say with John McMurry, "Christiani
ty stands now, as it has ever stood
for life against death, for spontaneity 
against formalism, for the living 
colorful multiplicity of difference 
against the monotony of the me
chanical, whether it be the mechani
zation of the mind, which is dog
matism, or the mechanization of the 
emotions, which is orthodoxy." • 

Dr. Martin, minister of the First Com
munity Church of Dallas, Texas, teaches 
English Literature at Southern Methodist 
University and is the author of A Diary 
of Peter Parson and other books. 
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FRUSTRATION OR 
ANTICIPATION:? 

WORLD CONFERENCE 
ON SALVATION TODAY 

ARTHUR J. MOORE, JR. 

THE WORLD CONFERENCE on 
Salvation Today, sponsored by the 

Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of 
Churches and held in Bangkok, Thai
land, December 29-January 8, was 
the latest in a series of world mis
sion conferences which have done 
much to set direction and tone for 
the Christian mission enterprise in 
the Twentieth Century. Beginning 
with the famous Edinburgh Confer
ence of 1910, out of which grew the 
International Missionary Council 
and the modern ecumenical move
ment, and running through Mexico 
City in 1963, such conference affirm
ations as " Partnership in Mission" 
and " Mission in Six Continents" 
have served as the operative slogans 
of many of the contemporary mis
sion movements. 

When the 326 people from 69 
countries involved in the Confer
ence gathered in Bangkok just prior 
to the New Year, it had been nearly 
ten years since the Mexico City 
meeting. In that time, as outgoing 
CWME director (now general secre
tary of the WCC) Philip Potter re
minded the gathering, staggering 
changes had taken place in the 
world which set the "context of mis
sion ." Potter summed up these 
changes as three paradoxes: 1. A 
world which is drawn together by 
science and technology, rapid means 
of communication and the mass 
media is profound ly divided po l it
ically, economically and racially ; 2. 
Man 's greatly increased power over 
creation through automation , the 
computer and the vast resources of 
science and technology and at the 
same time the increasing powerless
ness of man to change effectively 
the structures and values of society 
for greater justice and community ; 
3. The worldwide attempts on one 
hand for cu ltura l revo lutions and on 
the other hand for counter-cultures. 

That the missionary world had 
changed si nee 1963 was evidenced 
by the composition of the confer
ence itself. About fifty per cent of 
the delegates were from the so
called Third World countries ; it was 
soon clear that they had come to 
insist on their own agenda, rather 
than a Western one. The changing 
ecumenical scene was shown by the 
full participation of sixteen Roman 
Catholics. Evidences of how the 
scene still needs to change were the 



low representation of women 
(twenty-seven), youth (sixteen), Or
thodox (traditionall y suspicious of 
" mi ssions", many of those named 
did not attend) and Western minori 
ty groups (four Bl acks on the U.S. 
delegation out of six named did not 
attend- the reasons varied but the 
priority assigned the Conference 
ca nnot have been too high) . An at
tempt to broaden the ecumenical 
dialogue in another direction was 
the participation of a number of 
conse rvative evangelica ls not nor
mally associated with the ecumeni
ca l movement. Of these latter, two, 
A rthur Glasser of Fuller Theo logica l 
Sem inary and Peter Beye rhaus of 
Tubingen University in Germany, 
played a prominent role in the Con
ference. 

Their presence was in part a re
sponse to the choice of the theme, 
Sa lvation Today. Use of thi s termi 
nology was a deliberate attempt to 
bring togethe r the two main em
phases in contemporary church 
li fe- pe rsonal salvation and social 
action- in some so rt of synthesis. As 
Thomas Wieser, directo r of the 
Sa lvation Tod ay study which pre
ceded the conference, pointed out 
in hi s report on the study, the term 
Sa lvation had initially caused qualms 
in various circ les but had succeeded 
in provoking a wide variety of re
spon ses from around the wo rld . 

India's M . M . Thomas, chairman of 
the Central Committee of the WCC, 
in hi s keynote address to the gather
ing, also gathered these two strands 
together. Usi ng as hi s text Psa lm 144, 
Thomas linked together the social 
needs of mankind and its spiritual 
needs. " The question," he sa id , " is 
whether there is a vital rela t ion be
tween the two-between the happi
ness w hich the people realize 
through building a new and more 
human society and the happiness 
w hi ch they realize through acknowl
edging the Lo rd as God." 

This keynote speech, together 
with Po tter's and Wieser's repo rts, 
we re the only formal presentati ons 
to the Conference. Fo ll owi ng them, 
the gatherings sp lit into a number of 
Bible study groups, groups usi ng 
music and the arts, groups on hea lth 
and heal ing and a group on medita
tion . These groups were in many 
ways the foundations of the Confer
ence. One Bible study group pro
duced an affi rmation later adopted 

The setting of the Conference in heavily Buddhist Thailand had its effect on the 
meeting. (Below ) Members of the subsection on dialogue with men of other 
living faiths talk with Buddhist monks at a nearby temple. (Opposite page) A student 
at Cheng Mai Th eological Seminary dances the Angel Gabriel in a contemporary 
version of the Annunciation . 
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by the entire conference. The varied 
emphases on meditation and the arts 
permeated many of the sessions and 
resulted in an extrao rdinary p lenary 
using the arts and involving the en
tire conference in singing and danc
ing which to many people was the 
emotional high point of the meeting. 
Two corporate Bible studies, led by 
Hans-Ruedi Weber, united all the 
participants in studying the themes 
of exodus, liberation and salvation 
and the struggle for meaning and 
God's final victory. These groups 
produced no final reports as such 
but their substance was reported by 
a panel of reflectors whose job was 
to discern the themes and concerns 
of the Conference. 

The more formal work of the 
meeting was done in three sections, 
each divided into several subsec
tions. Out of these discussions came 
three section reports, which rep
resent the formalized thinking of 
the Conference. 

The first section dealt with culture 
and identity, divided into the three 
subtopics of dialogue with people 
of living faiths, Christian identity and 
racial identity, and cultural change 
and conversion . 

Dialogue with Other Faiths 

Because of the setting of the con
fe rence in Thailand, a country 
eighty-five per cent of whose popu
lation is Buddhist, the question of 
dialogue with people of other faiths 
received unusual prominence. The 
subsection visited a nearby Buddhist 
temple and had discuss ion with the 
abbot and several of the monks, a 
plenary session of the entire confer
ence heard a discussion between a 
Buddhist monk who is an authority 
on meditation, a Buddhist intellec
tual and a Buddhist official of the 
United Nations and an equal number 
of Christians, and informal discus
sions were held between individual 
Buddhists and Christians. In addition, 
the opening session of the parley re
ceived greetings from Princess Poon 
Pismai Diskul, president of the 
World Federation of Buddhists. All 
of this activity was by necessity in
troductory and superficial but it pro
vided necessary insights for further 
exp loration. As the subsection report 
commented : " A desire to share and 
a readiness to let others share with 
us should inspire our witness to 
Christ rather than a desire to win 
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a theological argument. We were 
glad to note that increasingly mis
sion is being carried on in this spirit 
of dialogue without the subsequent 
decrease in the sense of urgen cy in 
evangelism ." 

This emphasis on dialogue with 
other faiths had the unfortunate si de 
effect of preventing adequate atten
tion being paid to the question of 
dialogue with persons of other · ide
ologies, most notably Marxism. 
Throughout the Conference in fact, 
participants from the Socialist coun
tries of Eastern Europe complained 
that discussion was cast so much in 
the framework of tensions between 
the "fi rst world " of the West and 
the " third world" that the "second 
world" was largely ignored. 

The subsection on Christian iden
tity and racial identity predictably 
brought forth some of the sharpest 
expressions of feeling. Delegates 
from African and from Carribbean 
churches were vigorous in affirming 
their conviction that "Where there is 
no human being one cannot even 
speak of 'Salvation Today.' White 
raci sm has deprived many people in 
Africa and in other parts of the 
world of their identity as human 
beings .... We refuse merely to be 
raw material s used by other people 
to achieve their own salvation ." 

In a related statement on women, 
the section said that " God has been 
heard to speak predominantly with 
a 'masculine voice.' God's ' femin
ine' voice will only be heard as wo
men are enabled to make their own 
particular contribution to theologi
cal thinking and in the whole life of 
the church." 

Conversion and Salvation Today 

The report on conversion and 
cultural change wrestled with the 
difficulties of describing the existen
tial experience of conversion in 
terms "which do justice to rational 
thinking as well as other levels of 
consciousness." To express this 
problem, it included a number of 
prayers and affirmations in its report 
(one example-"Lord, show us 
deeply how important it is to be use
less."). Agreeing that "conversion is 
always related to the place .and the 
circumstances where it occurs", it 
affirmed that Christian conversion 
gathers people into the worshipping 
community, the teaching community 
and the community of service to all 

(Below ) Philip Potter, general sec
retary of the World Council of 
Churches, (left ) and Tracey K. Jones, 
Jr., chairman of the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism, 
(right ) during a Conference plenary. 
(Center ) Emilio Castro, new CWME 
director, (left ), Soritua Nababan, 
CWME vice-chairman, (center ) and 
David Gill of the WCC staff. 

(Above) Syrian Orthodox priest, 
Father M. V . George of India, watches 
a videotape playback of the conference 
during a coffee break. 



. 
men and that " pe rson al conversion 
always leads to socia l action" but 
stressed the variety of forms in var
ious situations. W hi le be lieving tha t 
" everywhere people are seeki ng fo r 
new experiences of communi ty , 
whatever the name," the repo rt 
stressed that " the observation that 
Chris t- li ke ac tion and insigh ts w hi ch 
we know fro m the Gospe ls are also 
present among other groups does 
not give us the right to claim such 
groups for Christ .... He asked us 
to fo llow him, not to spy on Him. " 

The second majo r Confe rence 
Section dea lt with Sa lvation and 
Social Justice. Th is large top ic was 
broken up into fo ur subsections: 1. 
In a world of vio lent revo lut ionary 
change, 2. in situati ons of economic 
exploitat ion, 3. in relation to nation
al pl anning, 4. in relati on to loca l 
st ru ggles. Each group heard acti on 
reports on co ncrete situations 
(Ango la, No rthern Ireland, Latin 
America , etc.) but as a section they 
also produced a theo logica l state
ment, Sa lva tion an d Social Ju stice 
withi n a D ivi ded Humani ty. Th is 
statement, large ly drafted by Ger
man theol ogian Jurgen M o ltmann, 
w as of a quality that in other co n
fe ren ces might have earn ed it status 
as the " theo logy o f Ban gkok" but 
this Confere nce did not w ish to take 
an officia l l ine. 

This theo logical statement p ro
claimed that " the salvation which 
Christ brou ght, and in w hi ch we 
pa rt icipate, offe rs a co mprehensive 
w ho leness in this d ivided li fe .... 
It is sa lva tion of th e soul and of the 
body, of the indivi dua l and society, 
mankind and ' the groaning crea
tion.'" W ithin such a co nce pt of 
sa lvat ion, fo ur social dimensions 
were seen : 1. Salva tion wo rks in the 
strugglP. fo r economic justice against 
the exp loi tati on of peop le by peo
ple, 2. Sa lvat ion wo rks in the strug
gle fo r human dignity aga inst po li ti 
ca l opp ression o f human bei ngs by 
thei r fe ll ow men, 3. Sal va tion works 
in the stru gg le for so lidari ty aga inst 
the alienati on o f persons, 4. Salva 
ti on wo rks in the struggle of hope 
aga inst despai r in personal li fe . 
These fo ur d imensions mu st always 
be related but hi sto ri cal prio ri ties 
may lead sa lvation to be ant icipated 
fi rst in o ne dimension. " In th is sense, 
it can be sa id, fo r exampl e, th at 
sa lva tion is the peace of th e peop le 
in Vietnam, independence in 

"It is salvation of the soul 

and of the body, 

of the individual 

and society, mankind 

and the ·groaning creation.' " 

Ango la, j usti ce and reconci l iatio n in 
Northern Ireland and re lease from 
the captivity of power in the No rth 
At lan ti c com munity, or pe rsonal 
co nve rsion in the release of a sub
merged society into hope, o r of new 
li fe styles amidst co rpo rate se lf
interes t and love lessness." 

The fo ur subsections led to a 
seri es o f recommendati ons on such 
specif ic topics as criteria whether a 
fo reign mission agency should with
draw from an unjust situation w here 
the majori ty is bei ng opp ressed by 
a m ino rity, the " negative influence 
o f the donor mentality manifested 
in deve lopm ent aid ," housing, labor 
and edu ca ti on po li cies. 

Local Renewal 

Th e third majo r Co nfe rence Sec
tion , Churches Renewed in M ission, 
w as divided into subsect ions on the 
loca l mi ss ion of each chu rch, grow
ing churches and renewa l and 
churches in relation ship. Thi s sub
ject w as in a practi ca l sense the 
cl osest to home fo r th e part icipants 
and it is perhaps no surprise that it 
varies the mos t in quality. The sub
secti on on the loca l mi ssion o f each 
church drew heavily on th e insights 
o f th e previous study of " The M is
sionary Stru ctu re o f the Congrega
ti on" and broke l i ttl e new ground. 
It stated that " A local congregati on 
that l ives to itse lf sabo tages the sav
ing action o f God in the neighbo r
hood ; one that exposes itse lf to 
share the needs and as pi rations of 
its neighbo rh ood and to joi n wi th 
o th ers in relevant acti on is an in
strum ent o f God's sa lva ti on .... " 
Among its o ther emphases : " Th e 
great deterrent o f the m ission of the 
loca l church is th e o rd inary Chri s
ti an's lack o f convicti on about th e 
relevance of Jesus Ch ri st to th e l ife 
of th e wo rld"; " Churches that have 
a long trad i ti on o f 'sendi ng' their 
mi ssionaries elsewhere need to take 
deliberate steps to accustom their 

U Kyaw Than, general secretary of 
the East Asia Christian Council, talks 
w ith R. ]. Van Der Veen, head of the 
Dt1tch Mission Council. 
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members to the idea that without 
the presence and witness of the for
eigner they themselves are defi
cient. " 

The subsection on growing 
churches and renewal ran into the 
most difficulty. Struggling to define 
church growth in such a way as not 
to limit i t to numerical growth, it 
did not entirely succeed and man
aged to sound faintly reminiscent of 
past triumphalism. 

Of the three subsections, that on 
ch urches in relationship was the 
most provocative and this was the 
subject matter most clearly related 
to the traditional missionary ques
tions. A number of speakers had 
pointed out that the famous slogans 
such as " Partnership in Mission" and 
" Mission in Six Continents" were 
simply that- slogans which dis
guised much of the current reality. 
The report had this to say: " The 
power relationships between mis
sion agencies in Europe, North 
America and Australasia and the 
churches in other areas to which 
they relate, reflect the economic in
equalities between the nations con
cerned." This fact had led to much 
conference d iscussion of " power" 
and " powerlessness" and the " tran s
fer of power." The section report 
rejected thi s approach and said : 
" The very idea of power-conceived 
as the authority to administer funds 
and dep loy personnel- is alien to 
a true understanding of the Church . 
The simple transfer of power from 
one church to another is not the an 
swer. The emergence of 'power 
elites' either in sending or receiving 
churches distorts the life of the 
church and hinders the fulfilment of 
its mi ss ion ." In contrast, the report 
said " what we must seek is rather 
a ma ture relationship between 
churches. Basic to such a relation
ship is mutua l commitment to par
ticipate in Christ's mission in the 
world . A precondition for this is that 
each church involved in the relation
ship should have a clear realization 
of its own identity. This cannot be 
found in iso lation, however, for it 
is only in relationship with others 
that we discover ourselves." To un
derline the point, it was said that 
" A church which is the bearer of 
the Gospel of liberation to others 
must first be liberated from all that 
hinders its true self-expression or 
robs it of its own responsibility .... 
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It is not only the traditionally re
ceivi ng churches that need this lib
eration. Sending churches are equal
ly in need of it. " 

Seeking to spell out practical con
seq uences of this approach, the re
port examined several alternatives. 
The first was the internationalization 
of mission agencies themselves
making provision on governing bod
ies from the churches to which they 
relate. Cited as a possible model was 
the Evangelical Community for 
Apostolic Action , where the Paris 

ing began again the Conference 
should try to send a large number 
of volunteers to North Vietnam to 
place their bodies between the 
bombs and their Vietnamese broth
ers while other members of the Con
ference sought to mobilize world 
opinion against the bombing. This 
simple if dramatic proposal was re
ferred to subsection Ila for discus
sion . After discussion, that group 
returned with a document contain
ing a list of suggestions. This docu
ment was felt by many to be too 

... , ,. 
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Evangelical Missionary Society has much a laundry list and not suffi-
been dissolved and replaced by a ciently theological to be adequate 
larger community representing and a drafting committee was ap-
churches in Africa, the Pacific, poinled to draw up a new state-
France, Italy and Switzerland . ment. This statement, largely drafted 

A more radical proposal , one sure f)y Albert van den Heuvel , was final-
to cause much controversy, was the ly adopted after long debate and 
proposal for a moratorium on the amendment. Often harsh in its con-
sending of funds and personnel for demnation of the U.S., it yet man-
a set period of time . Such a morato- ages as amended to be "even-
rium would enable both sending handed" enough not to make any 
and receiving chu rch to find their clear political statement on the war. 
own identities, set their own priori- In commenting on the Confer-
ties and discover within their own eren ce at its close, Emilio Castro 
fellowship the resources to carry out (the new director of the CWME) 
their authentic mission. It is not pro- sa id that " we are at the end of a 
posed that such a moratorium take mis ionary era and at the very be-
place in every country but it was felt ginning of the world mission. We 
that it is an alternative that must be have heard here harsh words on the 
se riously considered in some situa- missionary enterprise. But now it is 
tions. more than emotion-it is theologi-

All of the Section reports, together ca l reflection . The affirmation of 
with comments on them, were for- African culture, the conveying of 
warded to the Assembly of the Indian spirituality, the challenge to 
CWME, which was the business socia l revolution are the starting 
meeting which followed the Con- points for a new day in world mis-
ference. sion . The cry for help from brothers 

Vietnam "Wasteland" 

One of the issues which most 
troubled the Conference, meeting as 
it said where "only an hour's flying 
time separates us from the waste
lands of Vietnam" was the issue of 
the Vietnam War. The issue surfaced 
early in a proposal from R. J. van 
der Veen, head of the Dutch Mis
sion Council , in response to what 
he called the " genocidal " bombing 
of Hanoi and North Vietnam. Jn 
brief, he suggested that if the bomb-

and sisters in Europe, the expression 
of concern for world mission by 
delegates of socialist countries all in
vite us to a new day. Our mood 
should not be frustration but antic
ipation ." 

As a summary, that may do as 
well as any. For my personal reac
tions as well as a report from the 
Assembly of the CWME, we shall 
wait for another installment. • 

This is the first of a two-part article 
by the Editor on the Salvation Today 
con ference in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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The Charismatic 
M t ANEW ovemen : PENTECOST? 

T HEIR HEADS ARE BOWED; their eyes 
are closed ; some look straight ahead 

as if a private vision has given them 
a glimpse into an eternal glory. They 
smile in their prayers. They are p eople 
waiting on the Spirit. They are serv
ing the Lord, and they call themselves 
Catholic Pentecostals. 

The Community of the Spirit meets 
at St. Thomas Roman Catholic 
Church, ew Haven, Connecticut. 
The Neo-Georgian spire of St. 
Thomas' rises amid the buildings of 
Yale University. Like an earl ier and 

Lawrence A . Larson 

famili ar movement led by an Oxford 
don and priest of the Church of En
gland, John W esley, the charismatic 
movement has found its most fertile 
field on many leadi ng uni versity 
campuses. 

In Catholic Pentecostals ( Paulist 
Press) Kevin and Dorothy Ranaghan 
describe its beginning: 

In the fall of 1966 several Catholic lay
men, all members of the faculty of 
Duquesne Universit y in Pittsburgh, were 
drawn together in a period of deep 

prayer and discussion about the vitality 
of their fai th life. These men had been 
committed to Christ for a number of 
years and were i.nvolved in a number 
of apostolic activities. Not satisfied with 
a life of ivory tower scholarship, they 
concerned themselves with the problems 
of renewal in the Church. Growing pains 
of the Church were very much a part of 
their daily existence. In recent years they 
had been involved with the liturgical and 
ecumenical mooements, with civil rights, 
and with the concerns of world peace. 
Th ese were men of prayer whose lives 
were centered on the worship of our 
Father in and through Jesus Christ. 
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"The charismatic 
movement seeks 

to renew the Church 
--all churches 

--by bringing 
the Church into 

a fullness 
of faith." 

The chroniclers of the charismatic 
movement trace their history to the 
"Duquesne weekend," when a signifi
cant number of students and faculty 
members received the Baptism in the 
Spirit. Ralph Keifer brought the news 
of what was happ ning at Duquesne 
to the sons of the Irish at otre 
Dame. Shortly afterward, about forty 
students, priests, and facu lty from 
Notre Dame and St. Mary's College 
met with an equal number of students 
and facu lty of Michigan State Univer
sity and the "Michigan State week
end" entered the chronicle of the 
charismatic movem nt. 

The mass media picked up these 
happenings. "Spiritualists Claim Gift 
of Tongues at Exorcism Rites" read 
one headline. Others gave rationalis
tic or psychological twists to the out
break of religion on the campus : mass 
hypnosis, sexual frnstration, psyche
delic drugs. What was not followed 
up in the mass media was the fact that 
hundreds of people began to come 
to the Friday night prayer meetings 
at Ann Arbor. That students and 
facu lty, who had not found much life 
in their faith , experienced and con
tinued to witness to a new life in 
Christ. 

Though the Community of the 
Spirit in ew Haven meets at St. 
Thomas Roman Catholic Church, 
only a little more than a half of the 
members are Roman Catholics. For 
example, the leader of the group is 
a young Methodist-Al Gobel. Having 
left college as a senior at Yale Univer
sity, Al now works as a clerk in the 
record department at a department 
store in New Haven. The rest of his 
time is spent with the community. 

Al said, "There are three aspects 
to Catholic Pentecostals and the gift 

of the Spirit that I think are impor
tant. First, it is like the giving of a 
gift. In the eleventh Chapter of St. 
Luke, Jesus says, 'I tell you, ask, and 
it will be given you; seek, and you 
will find ; knock and it will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks re
ceives, and he who seeks finds , and to 
him who knocks it will be opened.' 
This is the giving of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

"Secondly, one must freely receive 
a gift. This is like a gesture of open
ness. Receiving what the Lord gives. 
Thirdly, you yield to the work of the 
Spirit. It is like unwrapping a gift 
that someone has given you." 

The charismatic movement is for 
the building up of the body of Christ. 
Unlike the "Jesus freaks" who seem 
to come mainly from those turned off 
by the institutional Church, many of 
the members of the charismatic 
church were not turned off, simply 
left 'cold, even though they did par
ticipate in some form of religious ex
ercise. The charismatic movement 
seeks to renew the Church-all 
churches-by bringing the Church 
into a fullness of faith. 

Al Gobel said, "The Baptism in the 
Spirit is not a sacramental act, but a 
completion of the Christian life. It 
isn't something you have or don't 
have. It's a part of a Christian's whole 
life." 

Terry Cuticelli , a housewife from 
Hamden, said, "The Baptism in the 
Spirit has opened a whole new life 
of faith for us . I attended Mass and 
did most of the things a good Catho
lic was supposed to do, but it was 
form. Not only myself, but my whole 
fami ly has been affected. We pray 
together-for one another, for other 
people. We read the Bible together. 



It has not only brought us closer to
gether as a fami ly, but we live close to 
God." 

Through a symbolic gesture, the 
laying on of hands, and intercession 
for the person to receive the Baptism 
in the Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit 
are received by members of the 
charismatic movement. St. Paul lists 
the gifts of the Spirit: charity, wis
dom, faith , prophecy, healing, dis
cernment of spirits, speaking in 
tongues, and interpretation of tongues. 
Glossalalia (speaking in tongues ) has 
received the most attention as an 
identifying badge for Catholic Pen
tecostals, as well as charismatic 
members of Protes tant denominations, 
and the classic Pentecostal sects that 
have been on the American religious 
scene for many years. 

Catholic Pentecos tals call glossala
lia a ew Testament experience. 
Members of the charismatic move
ment believe that this experience was 
not only on the Day of Pentecost but 
also in the formation of the Christian 
Church. They cite the tenth chapter 
of Acts, in which St. Peter is amazed 
that "the Holy Spirit has been poured 
out even on the Gentiles. For they 
heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God." St. Paul's ministry is 
described , "And when Paul laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them and they spoke with 
tongues and prophesied." 

Yet Catholic Pentecostals and oth
ers in the charismatic movement 
continue to regard glossalalia as a 
lesser gift of the Spirit. It is ecstati c, 
but it is also a langugage of love and 
praise. A kind of language of love un
derstood by the lover and the beloved. 
One can love without the sounds of 
affection, but they increase one's sen
sitivity and awareness of the love 
relationship. St. Paul said, "The only 
thing that counts is faith active in 
love." 

Where will the charismatic move
ment, and especially Catholic Pente
costals, lead the Church? Will it be 
a bridge stretching across Christen
dom to unite churches in a new 
revival of faith and love, or will it be 
another issue for further division both 
within and among the churches which 
confess "One Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptism"? 

Archbishop James Hayes of Halifax, 
wri ting in New Covenant, a charis
matic renewal magazine, answers that 

qu s ion the way he sees it : 'When, 
before Vatican 11, Pope John began 
to speak about and pray for a new 
Pentecost, I think a lot of us mis
understood. Many of us were expect
ing it to be a rerun of the old Pente
cost, but that is not what is happen
ing. What is happening is a new 
Pentecost, one that will have its own 
characteristics. It will have its own 
way of gathering people together, its 
own way of pouring out the Spirit on 
all men so that they will see visions 
and dream dreams; but it will not 
be a return to anything we've known 
before. It will be a step ahead to 
something that no one can possibly 
envisage right now. I am convinced 
that the Charismatic renewal is part 
of that new Pentecost Pope John 
prayed for. . . ." • 
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Building booms and dramatic new 
skylines in downtown Minneapolis 
and St. Paul mask the familiar urban 
problems. United Methodists and 
United Presb yterians in the Twin 
Cities conduct traditiona l and ex
perimental ministries with the poor, 

minorities, the elderly, young adults . 
Ecumenical cooperatio n is notable . 
Recently New World Outlook as
sociate editor Ellen Clark looked 
into six varieties of urban ministry in 
that area. Here is her report . 
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Walker 
United 
Methodist 
Church 

0 n a typical day Walker United 
Methodist Church is the pro
verbial beehive of activity. 

Leotarded performers with the Min
neapolis Ensemble Theater practice 
movements in the church 's auditori
um, their theater home. Community 
residents proudly display candles 
they have made in the church 's arts 
and crafts program. Vo lun teers staff
ing the offices of Minnesota Draft 
Help and Blue Door Military Coun
seling, which are housed in the 
church, advise young men on their 
futures. Parents and educators meet, 
organize and put out a newsletter in 
the Education Exploration Center, a 
clearing house for free school al
ternatives. Members of Residents 
Unite!, a tenants group coping with 
the Model Cities program in their 
white, working class southside Min 
neapolis neighborhood, discuss ur
ban renewal and housing rehabilita
tion . And on Friday evenings, some 
15 to 25 church members, most of 
them in their 30's and 40's, gather 
for contemporary worship, pot luck 
supper, singing and dancing. 

" This is a place for people to 
come and organize," said the Rev. 
Bryan K. Peterson, Walker's pastor, 
as he sat in hi s office, administrative 
headquarters for the church 's many 
ac tivities. " Food co-ops and com
munity organizations have formed 
here. We' re trying to give a voice to 
the oppressed . We deal with issues 
of importance to people-housing 
codes, schools, and so on . We' re 
working on conserving the commu
nity rather than have the Metropoli 
tan Housing Authority destroy it for 
an ' ideal' model of the city planner." 

Walker is one of six churches in 
an ecumenical Inner City Project 
which began in 1966 to provide pro
grams for children, youth, teens, 
young adults and senior citizens 
and provide space for community 
groups. Both United Methodist and 
United Presbyterian churches have 
been part of the project, which has 
received funds from mission sources 
within both churches. But the 
churches are not close enough geo
graphically, Peterson said, and he 
described the inner city project as 
"sel f-d isi n tegrati ng." 

Peterson became pastor of Walker 
six years ago, just after the inner city 
project had formed. Walker, once a 
pres tigious church with a SO-mem
ber choir and successful youth 
group, had been declining as mem
bers took the familiar route to sub
urbia . In 1969 the remaining congre
gation became polarized over the 
kind of ministry it should offer. 
Members who supported a co mmu
nity ministry, but were unable or un
willing to participate in it them
selves, left the congregation . The 
prolonged struggle that preceded 
the sp lit caused bitterness within the 
church and conference that sti ll 
rankles. Determi ned and articulate, 
Peterson has criti cs who charge him 
with inflexibility and sull enness, and 
friends who hail his convictions and 
commitment to the Spirit and com
munity. 

Although Walker's relationship 
with the Minnesota annua l co nfer
ence of The United Methodist 
Church was strained for some time, 
the conference has provided some 
funding for its programs as has the 
office of Urban Ministries of the 
Board of Global Ministries. Other 
funds come from groups which pay 
rent for office space in the building 
and the Model Cities program which 
supplies some money for arts and 
crafts . Peterson receives a sa lary 
from the Urban Studies Program of 
the Higher Education Consortium for 
Urban Affairs, which he directs on a 
fu ll -time basis. (Several ministers in 
financially pressed inner city minis
tries in the Twin Cities serve as edu
cational consu ltants or special in
structors.) 

The members of Walker, "fellow 
travelers" and pastor expect Walker 
to continue to provide its non-tradi 
tional ministry, their mission forti
fied by "that Spirit which enables 
and em Powers us to · act. " Their in
vitation to the community is " Come 
ce lebrate I ife with us!" 

® Newcomer ~ Center 
There are about 6,000 American 

Indians in Minneapolis. They are 
moving to the city in increasing 
numbers, vain ly searching for better 
jobs, education and health care. 

One of the agencies that helps them 
is the Newcomer Center. 

Betty Green, young director of the 
Center, is a Chippewa from the 
Leech Lake reservation in northern 
Minnesota. Her office is a cubbyhole 
in the Indian Health Board . Whil e 
she answered telephone cal ls for 
help and counseled Indians on fam
ily and employment problems one 
day recently, a public health nurse 
taught a class for eight Indian heal th 
resource workers in the next room . 

" The people we help come from 
the reservations," Betty Green ex
plained . " They are mostly mothers 
and children wi th only the clothes 
on their backs. Sing le men do not 
come to the center. 

" Our task is to provide temporary 
housi ng for newcomers to the city. 
We act on referral s from other 
agencies. The center leases eight 
apa rtment units from the Minne
apolis Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority in two housing projects, 
one on the northside of Minneapolis 
and the other on the southside. A 
family usually stays for a couple of 
months until we can find them per
manent housing. But since there is 
a six months' res idency requirement 
for living in the housing projects, it 
is difficult. " 

The center, she said, is funded by 
the United Presbyterian Church and 
private donations. Local chu rches 
supply furnishings for apartments, 
money, and transportation. The In
dian health resource workers do 
some of the legwork for Betty Green, 
who is the sole staff person for the 
center. 

" here is no other emergency 
housing program like this," she em
phasized. " We housed 36 families 
last year, but we could help many 
more if we had more units. We have 
to turn down 20 families a month 
who request housing." 

The center is related to the Upper 
Midwest American Indian Center, 
which also has United Presbyterian 
support. The center's extensive pro
grams include a rehabilitation center 
for Indian men with alcohol prob
lems, the Newcomer Center, a 
school referral program to help chil
dren adjust to the public school s, 
symposi ums for non-Indians on In
dian history, values, militancy, or
ganizations and one-to-one relation
ships; a vocational training fund , the 
publication of an Indian news letter, 
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" Th e Trai l"; youth and summer 
camp programs, an adult basic edu
cat ion program funded throu gh th e 
publ ic schoo ls, and the provision of 
ass istance in housing, employment, 
and so on. Recentl y the Upper Mid
west American Ind ian Center helped 
coo rdinate an Ind ian art exhib i t, one 
of a number o f efforts to prese rve 
and fos ter Indian arts, crafts and cul
tural va lues. 

Camphor 
Memorial United 
Methodist Church 

A striking new church fo r Minne
sota's only black United Methodist 
congregati on opened in February. 
The new church , which replaces a 
dilapidated structure, is situated in 
the ghetto of St. Paul where almost 
98 percent of the city's black people 
live and unemployment, welfare and 
health problems are most acute. 
Blacks continue to move into the 
area, a Model Cities neighborhood, 
and new housing projects rise in the 
shadow of Camphor, so there is po
tential for church growth . 

In addition to space for worship 
and religious education , the church 
will be able to accommodate such 
facilities as a black cultural center, 
senior citizen meeting rooms, a 
fam ily counseling clinic or freedom 
school. The Urban League has al
ready made a commitment to fund 
a daycare center in the church . Play
grounds and recreation areas are at 
the rear of the church . 

Cost of construction of the $302,-
000 building was borne almost en
tirely by the Minnesota conference 
of The United Method ist Church , 
which made Camphor a priority mis
sion project. (The office of Urban 
Ministries of th e National Divi sion 
of the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries is providing some 
funding to Camphor too .) 

" There was a concern that The 
United Methodist Church remain in 
that area," explained the Rev. Ray
mond Boehlke, conference director 
of outreach. " This was an opportu
nity for significant outreach . Cam
phor cau ght the fancy of the 
churches of the conference. The 
specia l $100,000 drive for Camphor 
was exceeded by $35,000." The con -
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fe rence will contribute $10,000 a 
yea r to th e church for its mi ss ion 
programs, he said . 

New pas tor of the church is 
the Rev. Thom as Sl y, a large, gregari 
ous, energetic man who ta lks very 
fas t, punctuatin g hi s speech with a 
freq uent " Yo u unders tand ?" He suc
ceeded the Rev. Joe Pilate, who be
came direc tor of the Model .Cities 
program. 

A native of Newberry, South Caro
lina, son of a minister, Sly was edu
cated at Allen University in Colum
bia , South Caro lina, Paine Seminary 
in Wilberforce, Ohio, and United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, 
O hio. While he was work ing with 
the Dayton Urban Witness and 
Strategy Center and pastoring an 
AME church (his denomination), he 
was invited to St. Paul by Bishop 
Paul A. Washburn, th en epi scopal 
leader of the area, and the Rev. Paul 
Metzger, former district superin
tendent, both staunch champions of 
Camphor. 

" They wanted a black pastor who 
could relate to black people at the 
cultural level and they wanted a 24-
hour comm un ity chu rch," Tom Sly 
recalled. " There are several other 
churches in this area and they didn ' t 
want just another church that would 
be in competition with them." 

Tom Sly is certain that he ca n de
velop rapport with the black people 
in his church and community. " I 
have studied vo ice and I can sing 
classica l music, but I prefer soul and 
gospel music," he said, by way of 
demonstrating his credentia ls. While 
he talked, with rapt attention , he 
puffed on a pipe and watched "Star 
Trek" on a small portable television 

in front of hi s desk. 
" Th e intellectual churches are 

los ing out to the Bapti st and Holi
ness churches, which are in tou ch 
with black culture," Sl y said . " Th e 
statu s quo churches may be big, but 
w hen the folks from th e status quo 
churches in Chi cago and New York 
go to Atlanta, they slip around the 
corner to attend the black Baptist 
church, w here there is a lot of 'un
di gnified ' stamping and swaying and 
shouting. What black people want 
is soul and a little of the old M eth
odi st tradition ." 

A new sty le of worship and com
munity involvement will bring about 
a revival of Camphor, Sly confi 
dently predicted . " Right now Cam
phor has 121 members on the rec
ord , but only 30 or 40 faithful ," he 
said . " In a year we' ll have the big
gest congregation in the area. Al
ready we've gone from three to 26 
youths in the church and have adult 
and youth choirs for the first time in 
years. I'd like to see the church open 
from 2 to 4 a.m ., offering gospel 
music and food to people coming 
from nightspots. Everybody is wel
come here. 

" The church has a group of old 
people who are hip to what's going 
on . They think black. I'm blessed 
with a congregation that is really to
gether, a congregation that relates 
to youth . The church wouldn ' t grow 
if it tried to relate to blacks with 
w hite concepts." 

One of Sly's concepts is that the 
majority of blacks are liberated be
cause they know themselves. " Black 
people know themselves, but whites 
don ' t know themselves," he said . 
" It's better to be black and liberated, 

~ev . !homas Sly is pastor of Camphor, the only black United Methodist congregation 
m Minnesota . 



. 
you understand ? To know w hat 
Ch ristiani ty is all about you must be 
libera ted. When yo u are liberated 
you seek to prac tice your freedom, 
you seek the exe rcise of your human 
rights- that's the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 'My Soul Is a Witn ess fo r M y 
Lord ' is a bl ack hymn that expresses 
that li berati on. If you are free, you 
can express it. " 

Despite his enthusiasm fo r th e 
b lack church and his somet imes 
faci le generalizations about black 
peop le and w hite people, Sly is no t 
an exponent of black theology. 
Asked about United M ethodi st black 
theo logian James Cone, Sly sai d, 
" Cone w rites fo r intellectu al w hites 
and I've to ld him that. There is no 
black theo logy, only a bl ack culture, 
a bl ack way of life." 

Sly's own th eo logy is practica l. " I 
used to pray to God to remove the 
ghetto, to deliver my people, but 
noth ing happened. Then one day I 
rea lized that God acts through peo
p le. He gave me hands and fee t, the 
too ls to ac t. So I go t up o ff my butt. 
My Christianity tell s me to get out 
there and do action ." 

St. Paul 
Urban 
Parish 

Linked in a team mini stry are 
three pas tors and two community 
mini sters w ho serve three down
town churches in St. Paul and en
gage in social action. Headquarters 
is Central Park United Methodist 
Church, a spacious stru cture built a 
decade ago after a freeway de
stroyed the old church . 

The greatest strength of the pari sh 
has been the teamwork of the five 
pas tors, one United Presbyterian and 
fo ur United Methodists. Together 
w ith the only lay person on the 
staff, Nancy Smith, they rotate 
preaching duties and conduct a 
monthly parish program of Christian 
education to supplement Sunday 
schools. 

Instead of creating church-based 
program s, the parish staff have car
ried on their social action min istry 
principall y throu gh existing com
mun ity agencies. The Rev. Bruce D. 
Christ ie, one of the community min-

iste rs, has a chapl ain relationship to 
the 150 senio r ci ti zens w ho meet at 
a loca l center he helped bring into 
bei ng. 

In a pi lo t prog ram in co njunction 
w ith Ramsey County Court Se rvices, 
Bruce Chris ti e and the Rev. S. M ark 
Garr ison, the o ther community min
ister, are recruitin g and screening 
vo luntee r probation officers from 
the community who will be trained 
and ass igned j uveniles in the W es t 
Seventh Stree t area, a lower-middle 
income, w hite section of St. Paul 
w hich is the center of the team's 
mi r istry. 

In th e same W est Seventh Street 
area, M ark Garri son is an acti ve 
member o f seve ral commun ity de
ve lopment agencies whi ch have 
spawned a community co llege, 
hea lth clini c and a teen co unci l. 

The Rev. Nea l E. Lloyd, pastor of 
St. John's United M ethodi st Church, 
is on the board o f directo rs of the 
Commun ity Hea lth and W elfa re 
Pl anning Council fo r St. Paul. 

Th e Rev. Cl are Karstens, pas tor of 
Central Park United Methodist 
Church, served a term on the school 
board. 

The Rev. William E. Cox, pasto r 
of Oli vet United Methodist Church , 
is a laboratory trainer certified by 
the Association for Religion and Be
havioral Sciences who helps groups 
w ith personal grow th and skill s de
velopment. 

Formed in 1965, the pari sh origin
all y embraced five Methodi st and 
one Presbyterian churches. The 
churches were not geographicall y 
contiguous and had little in common 
other than dwindling memberships. 

" The pari sh was not the creation 
of the congregations," said M ark 
Garri son , a pleasant, low-key person 
w ho gives the impression of being 
thoughtfully conscious of other peo
pl e's feelings and - sympatheti c to 
their dilemmas. " It was put together 
from above, by the United M ethod
ist and United Presbyterian fundin g 
agencies, because the churches w ere 
not making it financiall y. They said 
that if they were to contribute to the 
support of the parish, the churches 
must be involved in mission. 

" The congregations are mostl y 
senior citizens- there's no residen
tial base for church growth- and 
they were not receptive. But the 
members are very loyal to thei r 
churches and they know that they 

Mark Garrison, le~, and Nancy Smith 
are two members of the team ministry 
at St . Paul Urban Parish. 

canno t affo rd to pay thei r m iniste rs' 
sa lari es w ithout help . Undoub ted ly 
there is some resentment on the pa rt 
of congregations over thei r m inis
ters' invo lvement in com munity 
wo rk and issues. But o ur mini st ry 
hasn' t been controvers ial. " 

In recent yea rs seve ral churches 
in the parish opened thei r doors to 
youth and senior citizens groups and 
one church has run a recycli ng cen
ter. But urban mi ss ion has remained 
primaril y the task of the pari sh staff. 

The size of the pari sh-about 
1,000 members a year ago-dropped 
when two churches left last year. 
Th e sol e United Presbyte ri an church, 
Goodri ch Avenu e Presbyte rian, 
closed beca use it had too few peo
ple to meet minimal presbytery ob
ligati ons. The only bl ack co ngrega
tion, Camphor M emo rial Un ited 
M ethodist, d iscontinued its affi li a
tion w ith the parish because it 
wanted a cl earer black identi ty and 
w as abso rbed in a bu ilding cam
paign. 

Two of the three remai ning co n
gregati ons face possi ble closings 
w ithin the next few yea rs, Mark 
Garri son believes. Centra l Park 
United M ethodist, wi th 400 to 500 
members, is by fa r the stronges t 
congrega tio n in the pari sh, but is 
having di fficul ties meeting its mort
gage payments. Seventy percent of 
its members are over 65. The parish 
pl ans to rent space in Central Park 
Church to a dayca re center, w hich 
w ill provide some needed revenue. 
The parish sta ff are simultaneously 
negot iating fo r fede ral funds for the 
estab lishmen t of a well-baby clini c 
in the church and a co urse fo r teen
age mothers. 
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"Ministers in th 
inner cities of 

Minneapolis and 
St. Paul are 

gloomy about 
the prospects 
for continuing 

church support." 

As is true of other inner city mi n
istries in the Twin Cities, St. Paul 
Urban Parish is looking to other 
sources besides denomi nat ional 
monies for supp lementa l fund ing. 
The team has contracted with Metro
po l itan Junior Co llege, a communi ty 
"co ll ege w ithout wa ll s," fo r seve ral 
services- orientation, group wo rk 
with facu l ty, curri cu lum des ign .using 
com munity reso urces, and the eva l
uation of students' l ife experiences 
to determ ine thei r equivalency to 
coursework. The staff also has a 
contract to do d ru g educa tion with 
parents and youths in a program 
that has fede ral and pri va te financ
ing. 

The fu ture of the pa rish remains 
a question-mark as its membership 
conti nues to decrease alo ng wi th 
the congregations' ability to support 
their min is ters-even minimally. 
" There is a l im ited ti me fo r inner 
city missional mi nistries in te rms of 
confe rence and presbyte ry funding," 
Mark Ga rriso n added . " Church peo
ple th in k they've already made thei r 
socia l action thrust. Key 73 is the 
wave of the future." 

"B ut mo rale is good," he sa id con
vincingly. " W e' re crestin g when 
th ings fi nancially are beginn ing to 
wane." 

Joint Urban 
Mission 
Program 
(JUMP) 

M inisters in the inner c1t1es o f 
Minneapo li s and St. Paul are gloomy 
about the prospects fo r continuing 
church support. 

The fo reboding may o r may not 
be justified, bu t there is a viable 
urba n mi ss ion p rogram, JUMP, 
w hich is givi ng a lot of Twi n Cities' 
in ner city wo rke rs someth ing to 
stand up and cheer about. It has a 
growi ng budge t and expanding de
nominational pa rti cipati on. It has 
no t shied away from fund ing issue
o ri ented o rganizations such as a we l
fare ri ghts group o r a se rvice th at 
counse ls women about b irth contro l 
and abortions. In an analysis of 
urban mi nistries prepa red for the 
National Division of the Un ited 
Methodist Board of Globa l Mi n
istries, the Rev. L. Van n A nderson 
cited JUM P as " an exce ll ent ecu-

menica l model" w hich " refl ects the 
best at tempts at jo in t funding from 
b lock grants from loca l judicato ries." 

JUMP is a cooperative agency of 
the Uni ted Methodist, United Pres
byterian, Lu theran (LCA), United 
Church of Chri st and Episcopal 
churches. The Rev. William Mate, 
JUM P's executive director, antici 
pates mo re and more cooperation 
with the American Lutheran Church, 
the largest Lutheran denom ination 
in M innesota, and w ith the Christian 
Sharing Fund o f the Roman Cath
o lic archdiocese. 

Fo rmed in the aftermath of the 
1966 and 1968 riots, JUMP is bloc 
granted by the member judicatories 
" in o rder that it might be flexible 
and cooperatively responsive to sup
porting bo ld and imaginative forms 
of mini stry in the Twin Cities." Firm 
suppo rt fro m member religious 
bod ies, a low profile and still rela 
tively small budget ($49,300 thi s 
year) probably explain JUMP's lack 
of controversy. 

Tw in Cit ies organizations come to 
JUMP with requests for funding. A 
comm ittee screens each group ask
ing fo r funds and then makes its 
recommendations to the executive 
committee o f JUMP and its board of 
di rectors. Last year JUMP approved 
grants of from $500 to $3,000 to 23 
o rganiza tions. 

Recipients included six commu
nity o rganizations, ranging from the 
Greater Metropolitan Federation to 
a food co-op ; three medical clinics ; 
fo ur social services, including an 
ombudsman program for persons 
w ith welfare problems; four educa
tional programs, including the Urban 
League's street academy and a com
munity-controlled day care center ; 
two groups working for penal re
fo rm and two groups pressuring for 
welfa re re form . 

JUMP also holds the largest of two 
Vo lunteers In Servi ce To America 
contracts for Minneapolis. It over
sees the work of 40 VISTA's. 

A third JUMP function, explained 
director William Mate, whose office 
is in the Minnesota Church Center, 
is designing strategies for the Twin 
Cities across denominational lines 
and the development of collabora
tive staff styl es. 

O ne o f the organizations that 
JUMP has ass isted is called Building 
fo r Resident Power. Build ing is not 
actuall y an o rganization . It is indeed 



. 
a building, a former furniture ware
house. JUMP pays the rent and utili 
ties for the building, which is shared 
by four community organizations 
and a storefront church . 

One of the tenants is the South
side Medica l Cl inic, which is open 
two nights a week. The clin ic gets 
funding from several sources, in
cluding JUMP. Another is the Min
nesota Tenants Union, which assists 
about 1,500 people with housing 
problems and publishes a good in
vestigative newspaper which ex
plains the intricacies of housing law 
and spotlights a " slumlord of the 
month." 

In one room of the building is the 
Make & Sell Boutique, a commu nity
ru n consignment shop se ll ing item s 
handmade by residents of the area . 
The shop has a wide variety of fine 
crocheted goods, leather work and 
clothing, but business is slow yet. 

In the basement of the building 
work the members of the Solid Oak 
Carpentry Collective, several young 
men who make furniture and repair 
homes, preferab ly for lower- and 
lower-middle income people, at low 
hourly rates. Two of the three car
penters are United Methodist Vo lun-

William Mate, director of JUMP, in his 
office at the Minnesota Church Center 

tary Service Workers, although they 
receive only insurance from the 
program. 

In addition to the tenants, com
munity groups without offices meet 
in the building, in the largest room , 
which is sparsely equipped with old 
pews, sagging couches, posters and 
publ ic notices. 

The Rev. John Clement, a United 
Presbyterian " st reet min ister," lends 
support to the five V IST As, two 
United Methodist vo lunteers and 
other young people at work in the 
Building for Resident Power. 

(ffi The Center 
For Urban 
Encounter 
(CUE) 

Drawi ng upon community leaders 
as resource persons, CUE provides 
education and training for social 
change to churches, students, service 
organizations, comm unity groups 
and individuals in the Twi n Cities 
area . Courses range from a few days 
to several months. 

The f ive-year-o ld center has been 
funded by eight denominat ions, in
cl udi ng Uni ted Presbyterians and 
United Methodists. As with other 
urban train ing cente rs around the 
country, CUE's financi ng comes pri
mari ly from contracts fo r train ing of 
groups, secu lar and church-re lated , 
rather than fro m direct grants. 

Fred Smith, 31-yea r-o ld seminary
trained Discip les layman w ho is the 
thi rd d irecto r of CUE, descri bed the 
Cente r's evolu t ion. 

" We grew out of the racia l 
troubles of the late 60's and whites' 
reaction to those troubles," he re
ca ll ed. " We started as a place pro
vid ing exposure to the urban scene 
to suburban white people. 'Take a 
welfare mother to lunch.' That sort 
of th ing. We were into the one-to
one se rvice response to problems, 
the remedial approach : Start a food 
cl ub, tutor a black chi ld . 

" Then Fred Lu tz, our fi rst di rector, 
said that if the chu rch was goi ng to 
do more than ed ucate people about 
problems, there must be vehicles for 
action. CUE's focus shifted to com
munity o rganization." 

In 1971 CUE held a seminar on or
ganizi ng suburbia for socia l change, 

out of which developed the Greater 
Metropolitan Federation, an organ
ization of more than 90 groups
predominantly white, middle class, 
suburban and church-affiliated
which uses the power it knows it has 
to effect change in the areas of hous
ing, corporate responsibility, con
sumer protection and other issues. 

The Federation, which receives 
some support from the United Pres
byterian Church , once mobilized 
400 people to show up on a snowy 
day at a crucial hearing of the Met
ropolitan Council on housing policy. 
More recently the Federation is put
ting its muscle behind the introduc
tion of low- and moderate-i ncome 
housi ng into a suburban hou si ng 
development. The Federation is ac
tive in the creation of consumer ad
visory boards for health care and 
health insurance. It has won the right 
for women in the Twi n Cities to 
have their own credit ratings inde
pendent of their husbands' ratings. 

A second organization that CUE 
was instrumental in forming is the 
Council for Corporate Review, 
which wo rks with other groups and 
individua ls to invo lve employees, 
stockholders and consumers in cor
porate decision making. Among 
CCR's prime targets has been 
Honeywell, a defense contractor 
with headquarters in Minneapolis. 

Another target is Northern States 
Power, a utility company. Together 
with the Greater Metropolitan Fed
eration, CCR (which also has United 
Presbyterian funding) successful ly 
b locked an attempt by Northern 
States Power to raise its consumer 
rates 8 percent in the ci ty of St. Paul. 
The approved increase was 4 per
cent. This year CCR is campaigning 
for the election of a public advocate 
to Northern States Power's board of 
directors. 

CUE would like to help organize 
a women 's federation around such 
issues as health care, dayca re and 
emp loyment. 

But in future, Fred Smith beli eves, 
CUE w ill be spending less time o r
ganizing and more time giving su p
port-in the form of research and 
ski I ls development-to organiza
tions already underway. Another 
goal is the establishment of an in
tern program whereby students can 
receive college credit for work with 
community organizations under 
CUE's auspices. • 
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Toge Fujihira 

NICARAGUA 
AFTER 

THE EARTHQUAKE 



1973 
afio dela esperanza 
y la reconstrucciOn..._~• .;.;, 

The earthquake that struck 
Managua, Nicaragua just before 
Christmas eve of last year left a city 
totally destroyed. It is estimated that 
two to three years will be required . 
to clear the rubble and to raze the 
damaged buildings. 

In the meantime, Managuans 
have kept up their spirits and life 
continues. Some have relocated to 
temporary shelters, and a children's 
feeding program has recently been 
started in some of the villages 
where survivors are living with 
relatives or friends. Church World 
Service will be setting up 15 centers 
capable of serving 1,000 children a 
day in each area. 

Highway billboards proclaim 
"1973- Year of Hope and 
Reconstruction." 
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The churches of Nicaragua, con
sisting of 29 different Protestant and 

Evangelical groups, have organized 
a unified interdenominational 

agency for relief and rehabilita-
tion. They call themselves COMITE 

EVANGELICAO PRO AYUDA A 
LOS DAMNIFICADOS (CEPAD). 
Dr. Gustavo Wilson (insert) was 

elected executive director. 

CEPAD is distributing food , 
clothing, and medicine to pastors 

three times a week. On an average 
day, about 10-12 tons of foods are 

given consisting primarily of rice, 
beans, corn meal, cooking oil, and 

canned meat. 
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(Upper left) Woman draws water at a tent city. (Upper right) Elderly 
woman evacuated from an old folks home lives in temporary shelter. 
(Above) M edical work continues to be a big part of the program. Fewer 
earthquake injuries are being treated, but the usual outpatient clinics 
fun ction daily in the villages . 



(Left) Volunteers aid in the distribution of 
CEPAD food to church members who survived 
the earthquake. (Above) One of the young 
men engaged in a food-for-work program 
organized by CEPAD to rebuild community 
centers, churches, and distribution areas that 
were not too badly damaged. (Below) Typical 
street scene in Managua showing shops that 
have collapsed during the earthquake. 



With the emergency needs having 
been met, Church World Service, 

which works under CEPAD, is con
cerned with the long range program 

of low-cost housing, food-for
work programs, social assistance, 

relocation of families, and possibly 
small loans to impoverished families. 

(The United Methodist Committee 
on Relief provides aid through CWS.) 

(Top left) Earthquake 
survivor who lost her 

small fruit and vegetable 
stall in the central market 

that was damaged and 
gutted by fire . (Top right) 
Boy who received a meal 

in a children's feeding 
program. (Bottom) Food 
distribution in a village . 
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(Far left) Boy living in a tent city. 
(Left) Leonor Dona , earthquake 
victim, aids in the volunteer work 
of CEPAD. (Bottom) Church service 
is held in the open grounds of the 
Baptist Hospital, since all churches 
were damaged or destroyed. 

To provide for the needs of earthquake 
victims in Nicaragua, and to help them rebuild 
their homes and lives, Church World Service 
is appealing for $500,000. 



HEALTHY 
HOSPITAL 
VISITS 
William A. Heins 

" Allen Memorial Hospital wel
comes the 'Night Chaplain Program' 
as an important addition to our 
health team. A hospital is more than 
doctors and nurses. The health team 
includes ministers, like yourse lves, 
and friends who visit to lift a sick 
person 's spirits." 

Roy Ortlip, director of Public Re
lations for Allen Memorial Hospital , 
Waterloo, Iowa, was speaki ng to 
forty clergymen about to volunteer 
for night chap lain service at the 
hospital. Through six weekly hour
and-a-half orientation sessions, par
ish ministers turned their attention 
to the specia l needs of hospital pa
tients and prepared for chaplain 
work. 

Chaplain Jerome C. " Jerry" Prib
benow, full-time chaplain for the 
hospital and initiator of the pro
gram, came to Waterloo from 

Mr. Heins, a freelance writer, is pastor 
of St. John's United Church of Christ in 
Ackley, Iowa. 
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Ralph Fear of Ackley, Iowa, hospitalized for a third tim e due to a heart condition, has a sympathetic visitor in 
Chaplain }. C. Pribbenow. 

Stoughton, Wisconsin about a year 
ago and brought the night chaplain 
pattern with him. Pribbenow, 40, ex
plained that the program came from 
a similar one at Methodist Hospital 
in Madison. " I know of on ly three 
other vo lunteer programs somewhat 
related to this one. Many big hospi
tals have chap lai ns at ni ght. They can 
afford to hire more than one min
ister. Our program is unusual be
cause this is being done so lely by 
volunteers from among ministers in 
the \l\faterloo area. We have min
isters from as far as 40 miles out 
coming to spend a ni ght at the 
hospital. And this makes sense, be
ca use about 50 per cent of ou r pa
tients come from outside this city." 

What does a night chaplain do? 
Pribbenow described it : " He pro
vides non-sectarian spiritual help to 
persons during night hours. At night, 
after visiting hours are over, the 
hospital quiets down to its ni ght
time routine. Many patients are left 
alone with their thoughts. People in 

a hospital are not feelin g well and 
their thoughts naturally turn to their 
illness. At times l ike th is they often 
need spiritual counsel. 

" But, my working hours are dur
ing the daytime, and thi s leaves a 
nighttime gap. We' re asking help 
from area ministers. We' re asking 
them to vo lunteer to spend a ni ght 
a month w orkin g th e night shift. 
From an initial response of ove r 
seventy clergymen, we have forty 
firm ly committed to work. That 
means we have about thirty minis
ters wo rking on a monthly rotation 
and ten substitutes. " 

During orientation Chap lain Pri b
benow brought hospita l staff mem
bers to the ministers so they might 
understand what a pati ent is going 
through, and how each member o f 
the health team contributes to heal
ing. 

" An yone who visits a patient can 
contribute to his health and heal
ing," continued Pribbenow. " A visi
tor is also part of the health team , 

and th ere are simp le p rin cip les any
one can observe fo r hea lthy hospi tal 
v isits. 

" Top of the li st- keep th e pa ti ent 
at the center of attention . The pa
ti ent is the reason for the vi sit, so 
we should put hi s conce rns fi rst. 
That means being a good li stener. 
Don' t be in a hurry to rush off. Be 
pati ent ; l is ten to all th e aches and 
pain s and wo rri es of th e person. If 
a person ca n get thin gs off his ches t,. 
he' l 1 fee l a lot better. 

" Keep visits sho rt. Ten minutes 
may be enough ; long visits can be 
tirin g. Even tho ugh the vi sit should 
be short, we ca n help the pati ent 
know all o ur time is his. Sit down ! 
There's somethin g relaxed about si t
tin g down." 

Chaplain Pribbenow hasn' t 
stopped wi th training ministers. He'd 
like to offe r " hea lthy hosp ita l visita
ti on" trai ning sessions to church o r 
o ther vo lunteer groups. He fee ls it 
wi ll build visi to r co nfidence. Sooner 
o r later almost eve ryone wi shes to 
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When Rev. Raymond Lee, right, 
called on David McCready of 

Evansdale, Iowa , in the coronary care 
unit, McCready said, " I never 

thought it could happen to me, 
and here I am . I'm sure glad to 

see you, Chaplain!" 

Dr. Robert Hathaway, below, head 
anesthesiologist at Allen Hospital 

in Waterloo, Iowa , describes what 
a patient goes through as he's put 

to sleep for surgery and awakens . 
Chaplain Pribbenow enlisted the aid 

of hospital sta ff to bring an aware
ness of the patient situation and the 

health team's approach . 
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help a sick person or shut-in through 
a visit. But, what's a good visit? 
Supplying that information is the aim 
of layperson training. Chaplains from 
area hospitals can be invaluable in
stru cto rs in the basic principles of 
hospital visitation . Pribbenow has 
gone on to help many area churches 
and " compassion" projects prepare 
for visitation. 

Pribbenow's advice on basic visi 
tations principles is : " Keep three 
things in mind : relationship, involve
ment, contribution. Someone visiting 
a stranger first must estab li sh a re
lationship- get to know the other 
person . If the visitor is a good lis
tener and keeps the patient at the 
center of attention , this is an easy 
matter. 

" A visitor should let himself get 
involved in the patient's concerns. 
If the patient can feel the visitor is 
genuine ly concerned and invo lved , 

he's most likely to get things off his 
chest. 

" When a patient is sufficientl y 
sure the visitor is involved and con
cerned, he's most li ke ly to accept 
any contribution offered." 

During devotions at an orienta
tion sess ion, Chap lain Pribbenow 
emphasized the spirit of visitation 
of sick or shut-in persons. He told 
of the importance of everyone prac
ticing healthy hospital visits-both 
clergymen and lay persons. Quoting 
from the Bible, he said, 

. . . and (Jesus) said to Peter, 'So, 
could you not watch with me o ne 
hour? Watch and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation ; 
the spirit is indeed willing, but the 
fl esh is weak .' 
" We may not be ab le to go 

through someone else's suffering for 
him , but we can stay with him and 
watch with him." • 



"We may not b e able 
to go through 
someone else's 
suffering for him, 
but w e can 
stay with him 
and watch with him." 

The Night Chaplain program began 
with a series of six clergy orienta
tion sessions at the School of 
Nursing facilities of Allen Hospital . 
Approximately 50 clergymen of all 
faiths attended the sessions, 40 of 
whom eventually signed up to serve. 
Each month a one-morning session 
brings the ministers in the program 
up- to-date. 
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Dr. Paul Crow concludes the service 
with the charge to the new church . 
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" We' re neither Methodist nor 
Presbyte rian , we' re more than either. 
We are members of a new church, 
the Church of Christ Uniting," says 
the Rev. Charles F. Gommer, Jr., of 
Kingston, Pennsylvania . 

The leaders of the Consultation on 
Ch urch Union (COCU) doubtless 
hope that it doesn' t take a flood in 
every town in the country before 
cle rgymen ca n begin echoing the 
position of Mr. Gommer. But the 
fact is that if it hadn' t been for Hur
ri ca ne Agnes and last June's devas
tating Susq uehanna River flood 
Kingston would sti ll have a fairly 
modern United Methodist church of 
eleven hundred members and , 
ac ross the street, an older and more 
beautiful United Presbyterian build
ing, with a congregation of about 
300. It is possible the two churches 
might jo intly be di scussi ng COCU's 
Plan of Union but it is not likely they 
would already be putting it into 
practice. Which is w hat, in fac t, they 
have been doing since January 7 
when a host of ve ry important 

hurch persons descended on Kings
ton to help Gommer and his 31-
year-o ld United Presbyterian col
league, the Rev. E. A ll en Campbell , 
inaugurate Kingston 's Church of 
Christ Uniting. 

With the mud marks sti ll showing 
eight feet from the floor almost all 
around the ch urch (it used to be the 
United Methodist Church) Mr. Wil
liam P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of 
the United Presbyterian Church , and 
Dr. Robert W . Huston , executive 
sec retary of the Divi sion of Ecumeni
ca l and ln terrelegiou s Concerns of 
the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries, commi ss ioned the 
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church's new Pari sh Council. Dr. 
Paul Crow, executive secretary of the 
Consultation on Church Union, gave 
the charge to the new church. 

Gommer, 37, says the new church 
is di ffe rent from a New England-sty le 
fede rated church not only in its 
name but in its commitment to the 
sty le of church outlined by the Con
sultati on on Church Union, includ
ing the em phasis on the " parish" 
st ru ctu re and on the commitment to 
mission. " There is no other justifica
tion for merging if it is not for mis
sion," he says. 

Th at mi ss ion will be chiefly ex
pressed in what the church will do 
with the United Presbyterian build
ing. While the United Methodist 
building will be used for all the 
traditional functions of the church 
-worship, edu ca tion and adminis
tration-the Presbyterian building 
will be turned into what Mrs. Gom
mer descri bes as a " community re
so urces center" providing a variety 
of socia l services which Kingston has 
lacked up till now, especially in the 
areas of child ca re and mental 
hea lth. Under a Federal Housing and 
Urban Development experiment the 
building will be one of six or seven 
one-stop socia l service centers in 
Luzerne County combining all fed
era l, state and county services. The 
Presbyterian building is being reno
va ted at a cos t of $250,000, which 
wi ll be paid for by the new ch urch. 
(Whil e the Methodists brought more 
members to the new church, the 
Presbyterians came in with a larger 
endowment.) Although both the 
United Methodist and United Pres
byterian buildings suffered a total of 
about $300,000 in flood damage they 
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Mr. Gommer and Mr. Campbell Proclaiming the Initiation of the Church of Christ Uniting 
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Dr. Robert Huston , associate 
general secretary for Ecumenical 

and lnterreligious Concerns of the 
UM Board of Global. Ministries, says: 

" The Church of Christ Uniting in 
Kingston is an encouraging and ex

citing challenge to denominational 
dividedness . The two uniting 

churches could easily have 
chosen to remain separate ... but 

they have refused to give their 
ultimate loyalty to a blind reflection 

of the past. They have worked 
through their options with candor 

and courage." Above, Dr. Huston 
commissions the new Parish Council 

of the Kingston church . 
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w ill now each be pu t to greater use 
than they were before the flood. 
Mrs. Gommer says the congregation 
is " quite excited" about the possi
bilities for mission . Gommer admits 
he and the other mini sters under
estimated the desire of the lay peo
ple in the congregation to be " this 
kind of church ." 

The new church w ill also maintain 
strong ties with both parent bodies. 
The danger is that this may mean a 
doubling of paper work and presby
tery and conference meetings that 
have to be attended, but Gommer 
hopes this can be parcelled out 
among staff, which includes a third 
minister, the Rev. W . Charles 
Naugle, whose specialty is youth 
ministry. " We do not want to be
come just another community 
church," says Gommer emphatically, 
" we want broader participation ." 
The benevolence giving of the 
church to both connectional bodies 
will be apportioned not on the basi s 
of the former ratio of United Meth
odists and United Presbyterians, but 
on the basis of the total member- , 
ship of 1400. No one is under any 
illusions that that will be easy, es
pecially after Agnes, but Gommer 
says hi s church beli eves in the " total 
church supporting mission wherever 
we fee l God calls us to respond ." 

For Dr. Paul Crow, the Consulta
tion on Church Un ion's executive 
sec retary, what is happening at 
Kingston is " an exce llent example of 
the excitement and experimentation 

that is going on locally when 
chu rches catch a vision of the 
Church of Christ Uniting sty le." 

After two years of study and 1,300 
responses from churches and more 
than 8,500 individual expressions of 
opinion it is clear that although th e 
churches are commited to Church 
unity the Consultation 's Plan of 
Union has not been wel l received . 
One of the mistakes, Crow admits, 
is that the Plan was offered more 
or less as " a perfect Kingdom" and 
fa il ed to convey the idea that w hat 
was impo rtant was flexibility and the 
vision of a uniting church . COCU 
leaders, who had invested so much 
effort in perfecting a Plan w hich 
would be acceptable to all the de
nominations, now see the uniting 
process depending not so much on 
a Plan but on the strength of local 
congregations-a source for fellow
ship and the place of mi ssion and 
identification with the church uni
ve rsa l. Kin gston is a good example 
of what Crow and other COCU 
leaders have lea rn ed in the past two 
yea rs: unity w ill come about not by 
bei ng superimposed from " on high" 
but " when the conditions are ri ght" 
and th ere is a base of union such as 
commitment to mission . 

For hi s part, Mr. Gommer says: 
" Most people do not understand 
w hat COCU is all about. Most of 
those question w hether it ca n work 
or not. We have fo und here in 
Kingston it can wo rk. In fact, it has 
given us new li fe." C.E .B. • 
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JAPAN 
Speaking of life as a pilgrimage, 

the calendar tells us that we hav 
been in Japan 22 years, and this is 
Gwilym's twentieth year in the Do-
hisha Theological Seminary. Looking 

back, the changes in the university 
seem incredible. In the fifties, Japan 
was still in the grip of the paralys is 
which defeat in 1945 had brought to 
every aspect of its lif . Those were 
the days of the food parcels from 
abroad. We recall the joy and grati
tude with which a package of soup, 
or bar of chocolate, or an article of 
used clothing was accepted. These 
parcels built bridges for reconciliation 
and goodwill , and helped greatly to 
remove the bitter aftermath of war. 

One recalls especially the warm re
lationship between srudents and pro
fessors of those days, much of it en
gendered by the hardships which the 
everyday life struggle imposed, and 
the joy of teaching students fully 
aware of their privilege to be students 
in such adverse circumstances . 

As the fifties cam to a clo e, the 
miracle of Japan's recovery had al
ready begun and the sixties were to 
see the incredible results of its peo
ple's indusb·y and enterprise. Prosper
ity and affluence have inevitably af
fected people's attitudes to life and 
work. The indigence and make-do
with-what-we-had have largely gone. 
We have better facilities for work, our 
libraries are better equipped, and we 
would never dream of offering used 
clothing to the jeans-clad students on 
the campus today! 

Then in 1969 the trauma of anti
establishment student riots and dem
onstrations came, and inflicted 
serious wounds on university life in 
this country as in other countries 
around the world. We are still in the 
aftermath of this shaking of the 
foundations , but with some small 
signs of moving forward towards a 
new beginning. At one stag of the 
student riots in Doshisha, some of 
our theological students were at the 
vanguard of the movement. For many 
of them "the institutional church" has 
become almost a dirty phrase. This 

calls us all to profound repentance 
and reflection on the image the 
church in our time presents. 

We have mentioned in previous let
ters the polarization between the con
servatively inclined and the radical 
"changers" in the United Church of 
Christ in Japan ( Kyodan ), and the 
paralysis of the General Assembly for 
the pas t thr e years. The situation is 
unfortunately still unresolved and the 
struggle against polarization is not 
strong. Both sides have vital contribu
tions to make, and the wholeness of 
the church demands the contribution 
of ach. Margaret Mead, the anthro
pologist, puts her finger on the heart 
of our problem when she says (Col
loquy, Sept. 1972) , "I believe that 
what we are really struggling with is 
not a loss of faith in old beliefs but 
a sudden gain of new insights. These 
at present are being expressed in 
many strange ways. In such times, we 
need meaningful traditions and cer
emonies to help us understand." Our 
dilemma is that the "strange ways" 
are too sh·ange and offbeat for the 
conservative-minded, and the "tradi
tions and ceremonies" are too tradi
tional and too ceremonial for the 
radical to stomach, so we waste our 
energy and resources, too blind to see 
that both are necessary. This quick 
review brings us to the situation at 
the present moment in university and 
Kyodan in Japan. 

Gwilym and Jean Lloyd 

The Rev . Dr. Gwilym G. Lloyd teaches 
New Testament at Doshisha University 
Theological School and he lectures at 
Kyoto University . Mrs. Jean Lloyd assists 
in the Christian education program of 
local churches. They are United Presby
terian fraternal workers. 

(The United Church of Christ in Japan 
has 720,000 communicant church mem
bers served by 1,607 ordained Japanese 
pastors with 1,335 organized congrega
ti6ns. 

The total Christian community num
bers 1,134,000 of which 315,000 are 
Roman Catholic and 819,006 are Protes
tants.) 

! 

: 

II 

,, 

....... 

r 

I 
I 

a 
E 
tl 
\I 

e: 
II 

d 
SI 

ti 
n 

gJ 
in 
re 
of 
ti1 
an 
a1 
m: 
WI 

th1 
SU] 

no 
rai 
hei 
an1 
sic] 
of 
IVO; 

gha 
oftt 
lllU1 

bee 
and 

-
JlJ 



I 

ETHIOPIA PANAMA 
One of th reason that I njoy 

working her at Ghimeera so very 
much is tha t this really is not a hos
pital. This probably sounds strange 
and it is true that many times I would 
be happy for more faci lities and for 
real surgical help . But there is some
thing about a small clinic that is very 
challenging to me and gives contact 
more intimately with more of th peo
ple-or at least that is how it seems 
to me. Our clinic building is rather 
new and very nice-though it can be
come very crowded at times. It in
cludes a waiting room (as well as a 
waiting veranda) a record and dis
pensing room combin d, a treatment 
room, a small lab (and our laboratory 
technician is a man who had sixth 
grade here a t the mission school
and though he knows almost no 
English he does a very good job on 
th simple laboratory procedures that 
we require) , the doctors' office and 
examining room and a small but quite 
well-equipped operating room, plus a 
drug room. Then, we have several 
small buildings separately where pa
tients can stay if they are very ill and 
need to be near for treatment. W e 
give only the very simples t of nurs
ing care and the patients' families are 
responsible for seeing to food, and 
of course, they can call us at any 
time if they feel the n ed . We see 
anywhere from 50 to 130 outpatients 
a day- averaging just around the 100 
mark. Some come from quite a long 
way-how long often depending on 
the condition of the roads. This is 
uppo ed to be our dry season just 

now, but actually we are having more 
rain this month than we had at the 
h ight of our supposed rainy season
and this makes it very hard for the 
sick fo lks to come in. Here as in all 
of the other places where I have 
worked on the mission field, we get 
ghastly things coming in to us-too 
often the results of n glect-not so 
much because they do not care, but 
because they are not able to get in, 
and in this area especiall y, because 

so often the "witch doctor" who is so 
very, very powerful will not give the 
people permission to come to us. And 
here, too, as in all of the other places 
where I have worked , I often feel so 
inadequate-especially in the surgical 
li ne-for cases come in that I am un
able to handle-and yet how very 
often we just see the Lord very won
derfu lly undertake th se physical 
needs and it causes us very great 
praise. Most of our clinic help are 
local young men and all of them are 
Chris tians-mostly first generation 
Christians. The young man who is 
my transla tor stood up in church 
las t Sunday and asked for special 
prayer for his brothers and sisters who 
are not willing to hear the gospel. 
Each of these young men take their 
turns in cl inic p rayers and in the 
health lessons which we give. And 
they have a very lovely way of wit
nessing to the patients who come in
a way which we cannot do very well 
because we do not know the language 
or the cultural background of so much 
that this all involves. We are deeply 
thankful that there are those in our 
Christi an group who say that they 
came to know the Lord by the things 
they heard in the clinic, and also, that 
our clinic furni shes an alternative for 
Christi ans as well as for others to the 
practices of the witch doctors-and 
also, from day to day, we are able to 
demonstrate in a little way at least 
God's love and care for them. 

Mary K. Smith, M.D. supervises the 
medical work in the Illubabor-Kaffa 
Project. 

(The Bethel Evangelical Church in 
Ethiopia has 7,285 communicant church 
members served by 19 ordained Ethio
pian pastors with 69 organized congrega
tions. 

The total Christian community in 
Ethiopia numbers 12,852,125 of whom 
12,500,000 are members of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church (Coptic Christians), 
125,000 are Roman Catholics and 227,-
125 are Protestant. In Ethiopia 8,000,000 
people are Muslims. ) 

Tragedy tempered the celebration 
of Christmas in Panama. The earth
q uake in Nicaragua, killing thou
sands, · evoked a deeply moving re
sponse from Panamanians, who 
share geographical and cultural ties 
with this Central American country. 
Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches, as well as Government, Red 
Cross and Scout agencies, responded 
energetically with collections of food , 
clothing and money. 

But before Christmas Eve Sunday 
was over, another tragedy, of lesser 
scope and intensity, but severe, none
theless, occurred . A fi re broke out, 
destroying three blocks of two-story, 
wooden-frame buildings in an eco
nomically depressed section of Pan
ama City, leaving 1,800 people home
less. 

The sun shines hot and bright in 
Panama. Rains have stopped, winds 
alleviate the heat. The dry season is 
in progress, and will continue through 
April when tropical rains resume, 
sprouting rice seeds which in due 
time will provide food for the tables 
of some one and one-half million 
Panamanians. 

Military control in Panama is more 
secure than ever. In August a nation
wide election chose 500 local repre
sentatives . They in turn met as a 
national assembly, approving a newly 
prepared Constitution, and declaring 
General Omar Torrijos as supreme 
commander of Panama for the next 
six years. A "democratic process" has 
legitimized the military coup which 
took place four years ago. 

A growing nationalism and a gen
uine desire for Panamanian sov
ereignty over the canal unite Panama 
behind General Torrijos in this par
ticular moment of history. Hopefully, 
the United States will be sensitive to 
Panama's desire to have greater juris
diction over the canal zone which bi
sects the nation, robbing it of dignity 
and economic benefits as well. 

The Methodist Church in Panama 
is also changing its form of govern-
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PAKISTAN 
On Ken's desk are four eggs, white 

and rather small . Buta, the young 
sweeper explains, "These are the first 
eggs from our chicken and I want 
you to have them." He called several 
days ago. Tears were in his eyes. 
Will we pray for his buffalo? She is 
sick and can't get up. She is only 
five years old and has been in the 
family for the past two years. A 
couple of weeks ago he had brought 
us a bowl of her milk as a gift and 
we feel we know her. We prayed for 
the buffalo but that night she died. 
Now he has a chicken. 

Life has been interesting recently, 
even hectic. Cameos spring out like 
pictures from a kaleidoscope . ... 

A tense time in chapel at the end 
of August. News has just come of 
firing by the police in Rawalpindi on 
a procession of women protesting the 
nationalization of Christian colleges. 
It is not known how many are killed, 
wounded or jailed. Ken tries to per
suade the trainees to return to their 
villages lest adverse attention be 
drawn here. Other schools and col
leges are already closed. The boys 
are hot with anger. "We'll not go. We 
are ready too!" The auto foreman 
takes over. Will it help if this place 
is also lost? Did the hunger strikes 
help? Did the processions help? Any 
protests in Gujranwala will be blamed 
on us . Reluctantly the boys disperse 
to their homes. A local People's 
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Party politician has already, at a press 
conference, accused Ken and several 
otl1ers of fomenting disturbances . us
ing money brought in tlu-ough 
Afghanistan. He now accuses Ken of 
giving each trainee one hundred 
rupees to spread into the cities to 
create trouble. 

The Christian colleges in the Pun
jab have been nationalized [See 
February NWO, "When Pakistan 
Nationalized Its Schools."]. Gordon 
College's Christian principal has been 
replaced. Murray College's principal 
has been retired and, after some dis
pute, Vincent Das, a Christian has 
been appointed as replacement. Mos t 
Christian schools are taken although 
the status of the hostels is at present 
uncertain. All staff over the age of 58 
are retired and this affects many in 
senior positions. At Pasrur, the 
teacher accused of promiscuity is ap
pointed headmistr ss. 

In September a seminar is held 
at C.T.T.C. to consider "The educa
tion of the Christian Community." It 
could have been a time of weeping. 
It was instead a time of hope ex
pressed in many different ways-"if 
we teachers are transferred to loca
tions like Baluchistan [an arid 
province of Pakistan] , God is dispers
ing us to witness-the church must 
now accept its responsibilities for the 
nurture of its youtl1 and not leave it 
to ilie schools." Surely "Hope" is one 

of God's greatest gifts to men. 
The electrical boys about to gradu

ate want higher marks on tl1eir certifi
cates. "It is only a little thing." 
"Salah-ud-Din," Ken retorts, "If I 
asked you, a Muslim, to write down 
on a piece of paper iliat you were a 
Christian would this be a little thing?" 
"Of course not, I could not do that." 
"Then how can I alter your marks?" 
So trouble Bares up. 

Already, earlier this summer, this 
group of boys had written letters to 
the government saying Ken had been 
selling Church World Service supplies 
in Karachi and requesting the school 
to be nationaliz d. ow, at lunchtime, 
they prevent the other boys returning 
to school with threats of stabbing. 
Ken joins th crowd between the 
chapel and the school. "It is our school 
now," cries Salah-ud-Din, one of the 
few non-Christian students, whose 
fatl1er is a People's Party worker. 
"We are running it from now on." 
For a while iliings are a little tense, 
then the boys break past the blockade 
into ilie school and the trouble is 
over. In one of the fascinating rever
sals that are met with so frequently, 
K n, Marie and Brend, the Dutch 
vice-principal, several days later, are 
given a sumptuous graduation din
ner in Salah-ud-Din's humble home 
in the middle of the city. It is he who, 
next day, brings warning iliere will 
again be riots in the town and the 
students from ilie city will be carry
ing guns this time. 

These are rich days- full of the 
motley of thrusting life with constant 
challenges to pick one's way with 
integrity through situations iliat baffie 
description. 

One of Ken's main concerns in re
cent months has been the conse
quences of a burglary of valuable 
school tools and equipment last 
March, in which a senior staff member 
was involved. Visits to the police ad 
nauseum, accusations of bribery con
cerning not only the police but the 
anti-corruption department, a People's 
Party lawyer in the background, and 
the confidence that the truth will 
eventually emerge now sustained by 
recent events. 

Kenneth and Marie Old 
Fraternal worker Kenneth G. Old is 

the principal of the Christian Technical 
Train ing Center. Mrs . F. Marie Old, R.N. 
takes part in the health care and social 
activities of the students. 
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GOD'S IRREGULAR, ARTHUR 
SHEARLY CRIPPS: A Rhodesian 
Epic, by Douglas V. Steere. London, 
1973: S.P.C.K., L 2.50 (approx. $5.75). 
U.S. Distributor: Pendle Hill, Wal
lingford, Pa., 19086. 

"The Africans loved him more than 
they love themselves" was an African 
journalist's assessment of Arthur Shearly 
Cripps. To the white people in Rhodesia 
he was a riddle, and an unpractical one. 
To the Anglican bishops and mission
aries he was an irregular one. To the 
Rhodesian politicians he could be a pain 
in the neck. To many he was the class i
cal scholar and poet who had published 
more than thirty books of poetry, stories, 
and Rhodesian politics. 

About this celibate Anglican priest 
who came to Rhodesia in 1901 to fill a 
vacancy for two years , but stayed until 
his death in 1952 except for a few visits 
to England, the poetical Quaker pro
fessor of Haverford College has given 
us a thoroughly delightful, historically 
reliable, and insightful book. It is a 
sensitive biography which adds signifi
cantly to our knowledge of the history 
of the church and to Rhodesian history 
as such. Dr. Steere has written about a 
man of kindred spirit. 

Many people of our time seem to 
think that the goal of life is the ful
fillm ent of oneself, the free expression 
of whatever is within a person , but 
Cripps was an entirely self-less man, 
giving himself completely to the service 
of God and the people of Rhodesia. He 
literally gave all he had. He lived in a 
rondavel, with almost no furniture, ate 
the simplest kind of food , did most of 
his literary and scholarly work at night 
by candlelight, and spent his small sal
ary, the royaltie on his books, the money 
he inherited from his parents, as well 
as what he could collect from his friends 
and relatives in the service of the Afri
cans. He bought two large farms from 
the "white" area of Rhodesia near Enkel
doorn and fill ed it with African families. 
He called the place Maronda· Mashanu 
which is Shona for "The Five Wounds" 
of Christ. He built a church there where 
he gathered all who would come. He 
also built a primary school for the Afri
cans, and since he refused to accept 
any subsidy from the Rhodesian govern
ment for the school, he had to finance it 

out of his own meager funds . He wanted 
to be dependent on no one. He gave 
away clothes, food, medicine, books
anything that some African was in need 
of. He even operated a small clinic . 

He refused to be tied to a horse or an 
automobile, so he walked. If he needed 
to go to Salisbury, he walked the 95 
miles, back and forth . If he wanted to 
visit his friend John White, the English 
Methodist Missionary at Waddilove, he 
walked the 60 miles. 

He traveled third class (with the 
Africans) on the railway to the coast , 
and steerage from Cape Town to South
ampton . The missionary society wanted 
him to travel in more comfort, but he 
refused. He was so independent that he 
even refused to ask the bishop to renew 
his license to preach. He did not want 
to be in debt to the bishop! It is to the 
great credit of the bishop and Cripps's 
Anglican brethren that they let him 
alone to serve God , the Africans, and 
the church according to his own heart . 
The Anglican as well as the Roman 
Catholic Church are very flexible and 
creative when it comes to accommodat
ing God's irregulars. One wonders how 
the United Methodist Church would ad
just to such a saint Arthur? There was 
however, one problem, he was always 
short of money! As "irregular" as he was, 
this at least he shared with most of the 
"regular" missionaries of all churches . 

He touched innumerable lives: not 
only the Africans and Europeans in 
Enkeldoorn district, but he corresponded 
with governors, politicians, publishers, 
editors , and scholars; he had fri ends 
among them all . But he was always the 
same. One day when he wanted to see 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the guard 
would only let him in through the back 
door; he looked too suspicious and poor. 

But for many he will be remembered 
for his able and fearless advocacy of the 
rights of the African people of Rhodesia 
with whom he identified himself as 
completely as is humanly possible, al
though it is very interesting to note that 
till the very end he had a longing in his 
heart for his famil y and the English 
countryside of Kent and Essex. He soon 
became aware of the problems of race 
and inequality in Rhodesian life, which 
caused suffering among the Africans and 
insensitivity among the whites, and the 
color bar often prevented one from 
knowing and understanding the other. 
Fundamental to the problem was the 
question of the division of land between 
Africans and Europeans, and it was at 
this point Cripps placed his greatest ef
forts. 

The British occupation of Rhodesia 
meant that the Africans would not have 
unrestricted use of the land as hereto
fore . The incoming settlers proceeded 

to occupy land wherever they saw fit 
and obtained title to it from the British 
South Africa Company who governed 
the country. Often the Africans simply 
found themselves as tenants on the land 
on which they had lived as far back as 
they could remember. 

Missionaries and others concerned be
gan to see that this procedure might dis
possess the Africans entirely and began 
to ask for defin ite boundaries for the 
African land right. In 1894 some re
serves had been set as ide for the defeated 
Matebele people, and some restrictions 
had been placed on the landtaking 
among the Shona. A commission was set 
up in 1914 which traveled all over Rho
desia and made thorough inquiries, but 
because of the First World War the issue 
did not come to the public forum until 
later, and by then the issue was crucial 
because the B.S.A. Company's royal 
charter was up for renewal in 1923. The 
charter was not renewed and Rhodesia 
was given internal self-government wi th 
the settlers in power. A new commission 
was appointed which ended in the adop
tion of the Land Apportionment Act of 
1932, which basically divided the land 
between Africans and whites, which at 
the present stands as roughly one half 
going to 5,000,000 Africans and the 
other half going to 250,000 whites. 

It was in this battle that A.S. Cripps 
played a very significant role together 
with his friend John White and the 
Aborigines Protection Society of Lon
don . Cripps spoke for the Africans be
fore ecclesiastical bodies and authorities 
in Rhodesia and England, he wrote 
about it in prose and poetry in the Rho
desian and the most influential British 
newspapers and journals . He supplied 
specific information to the Fabian Soci
ety, to members of Parliament as well as 
to other influential politicians which 
caused difficult questions to be asked in 
the House of Commons. He wrote pam
plets and books on the land question, 
one of them being An Africa for Afri
cans. He must be given the credit for 
preserving the larger Sabi Reserve in
tact for the Africans. It is now generally 
conceded that Cripps and White were 
two of the few men who saw the real 
Rhodesian dilemma and spoke up for 
the then voiceless Africans. 

Cripps died in 1952, 84 years old and 
blind and was laid to rest in the chancel 
of his church at Maranda Mashanu. The 
crowd at the grave consisted of Africans, 
Indians, Coloreds, and Europeam . All 
the people of Rhodesia had lost one who 
among them had been a spokesman for 
God. 

PER H ASSING 

Per Hassing is Professor of Missions at 
the Boston University School of Theol
ogy. 
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FOREIGN POLICY IS YOUR BUSI
NESS, by Theodore R. Weber. Rich
mond, Virginia, 1972: John Knox 
Press; 125 pages, paper, $1.00. 

This is one of a series of paperback 
on .the moral and religious issues upon 
which men have to make decisions in 
modem social life. There are no "pat 
answers" to the issues in this or any of 
the other volumes, but there are sug
gested guidelines for the individual's 
reaching his own moral and ethical 
point-of-view-and even for influencing 
his government's point of view on criti
cal major decisions. 

The author of this pa1ticular volume, 
Dr. Weber, is professor of social ethics 
at Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University. He contends that every man 
and woman- as citizen, taxpayer, 
churchman of any faith-has the right 
to raise questions concerning moral and 
ethical issues in all questions related to 
both the planning and execution of for
eign policy; and has a right to influence 
ultimate decisions in this area. 

Chapter titles indicate something of 
the. scope of this consideration : Foreign 
policy and Christian faith ; National 
power and moral responsibility; A hu
manly sensitive foreign policy; Giving 
reasons for our violations ; The role and 
limits of intervening force ; Communism 
and reconciliation; Truth in the public 
squares; Christian contributions to 
moral inquiry. 

For each chapter there is a brief but 
valuable bibliography. And for each 
there are questions-not "answers" to 
problems, but points for consideration 
study, and discussion: "What should th~ 
Christian do about this in the light of 
our best moral insights?" 

Some of these questions are: What 
should the churches teach about the 
limits to the use of force? about dis
obedience to unjust laws and to illegal 
orders? What do you think are the three 
most crucial problems of the United 
States foreign policy-and why? What 
possible harm could it do for statesmen 
to conduct foreign policy on the basis 
of moral principle rather than with ref
erence . to national interest and power? 
What IS the relationship between tech
nological advance and progress? Can an 
effective political decision-maker really 
afford to be humanly sensitive? What are 
the responsibilities of the news media 
with respect to learning the truth about 
the conduct of foreign policy? What are 
your responsibilities? 

W.W. R EID 

CONFRONTING POPULAR CUL TS 
by M. Thomas Starkes. Nashville ' 
Tenn., 1972: Broadman Press ; 122 
pages, paper, $1.95. 

The P.~ose of this study of religious 
cults, w1thm and outside the Christian 
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faith , that have been claiming and pro
claiming "alternate gospels" to that of 
Christ, is to help counteract them 
through a better understanding of them 
and how they differ from the teachings 
of the New Testament. The author is 
the secretary of the department of inter
faith witness of the Home Mission 
Board, Southern Baptist Convention. He 
holds a Ph.D. degree from the University 
of Iowa. 

While the reasons for the . rapid 
growth of "alternatives to Christian dis
cipleship," especially in the United 
States, according to the author, are 
many and complex, "the fact is clear 
that the emergence of the Christian de
viations is at least partially due to the 
neglect among evangelical Christians of 
'the edifying of the body of Christ' men
tioned in Ephesians 4:12 and Timothy 
1:4. This may best be termed as the 
sin of neglect." This "sin of neglect" by 
the evangelical churches comes up again 
and again as the author discusses the 
rise of non-Christian sects and of scien
tis.m . and unusual religious practices 
w1thm groups that consider themselves 
the true Christians. 

Among the cults that Dr. Starkes has 
studied- and of which he gives some 
major reasons for rapid growth-are the 
Mormons, the Jehovah's Witnesses 
Christian Science, Anglo-Israelism and 
the Armstrong family; the Black Muslims 
and their American leader, Elijah Mu
hammad, Zen Buddhism and American 
Buddhism, Hinduism in America-and 
the influence of Mahatma Gandhi and 
the teaching of non-violence, and the 
growth of belief in phases of astrology. 
Th~re is also a chapter analyzing the 
rapid development in America of Uni
tarianism and Universalism and their 
differences in belief from other groups 
of followers of Christ--dilferences in 
theology, philosophy, and the relation
ship of man to God and Jesus . 

In a concluding chapter, the autho1 
elaborates on guidelines for the evan
g~lical Christian to carry on a dialogue 
with the cultists-to minister to them as 
persons. The guidelines include: "Be
friend them and listen attentively to their 
beliefs. . . . Rely on the Holy Spirit to 
convict. . . . Speak not only of the sin
fuln ess of man but of the positive and 
loving attributes of God ... . Realize that 
the matter of authority may often have 
to be discussed before fruitful dialogue 
may occur . ... Recognize that cultists 
often redefine biblical terms. . . . Avoid 
condemnation and castigation of the 
cultist ~s a person . . .. Stress the totality 
and uniqueness of the Christ event." 

This volume covers fresh and impor
tant ground in the training of a witness
ing disciple and in the development of 
useful dialogue between religious 
groups. 

W .W.R. 

THE POETIC JESUS, by Andrew 
Young. New York, 1972: Harper and 
Row, 88 pages, $3.95. 

The author of this volume is a Scottish 
poet of distinction who was awarded the 
Queen's Medal for Poetry in 1952. He is 
also a prominent clergyman, having 
served for many years as a minister of 
the Church of Scotland; currently he is 
a canon of Chichester Cathedral, having 
been ordained in the Church of England 
by Bishop Bell in 1939. 

The Poetic Jesus is a retelling of the 
Gospel story, with new insights of a 
poet and new insights from biblical and 
historical scholarship. It begins with a 
portrayal of the household in Nazareth 
and . e~ds with the resurrection story
dep1~~mg the life and teachings of a 
sens1t1ve and inspired Poet, retold as 
only another poet can relate it. It might 
well be named "The Gospel according to 
a Poet." 

Perhaps Mr. Young's account of the 
meaning of the Resurrection to St. 
Paul may indicate something of this 
modem poet's style: 

"The strongest evidence for the Risen 
Christ comes from St. Paul : that is 
strange and convincing for he hated the 
Christians. What happened on his way 
to Damascus to persecute them he told 
to St. Luke, who was for a time his 
medical attendant, and he reports what 
he was told. He saw a great light and 
heard a voice, 'Saul, Saul, why perse
cutest thou me?' The light was an in
ward illumination . One does not see a 
great light on a desert sunlit road. Of 
the voice St. Luke says some of the com
pany heard it, the others not. But the 
others were not deaf and an audible 
voice they would have heard; clearly 
the voice was private to Paul . It sounds 
like the voice of the Risen Christ. There 
is the characteristic repetition of the 
name, 'Saul, Saul'; and 'Why perse
cutest thou me?' the speaker identifying 
himself with the persecuted Christians 
~as a strong resemblance to the saying: 
inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the 

least of these my brethren, ye did it unto 
me.' Even more direct than the report 
through St. Luke is what St. Paul him
self says in an epistle, 'It pleased God. 
... to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the heathen.' And 
how faithful he was to that revelation · 
'I was not disobedient to the heaven!; 
vision' he said to King Agrippa, and 
under the Emperor Nero he suffered 
martyrdom . In later life he had experi
ences of a kind called mystical: 'I was 
caught up into paradise. and heard un
speakable words'; but to these he at
tached little or no importance compared 
with his factual experience on the road 
to Damascus." 

W.W.R. 
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IRELAND'S ENGLISH QUESTION, by 
Patrick O'Farrell . New York City, 
1972: Schocken Books; 336 pages, 
$3.95 (paperback). 

For more than three centuries much 
has been written on the relationships 
between England and Ireland-their 
differences, social, rnligious, political, 
cultural, and economic--that have not 
yet been solved. Generally the writing 
has been done by sympathizers with the 
Briti h and their point of view, and the 
sum of the problems has been known as 
"The Irish Question." A rather large 
number of British prime ministers have 
lost their power and office when they 
were unable to solve "The Irish Ques
tion" which has not been resolved even 
through the setting up of the Irish Re
public (1949 ) 

And now, in Ireland's English Ques
tion, a professor of history at the Univer
sity of New South Wales, Australia, pre
sents us with an outstanding analysis 
of Anglo-British relations from the Irish 
and Catholic viewpoint. His analysis 
goes a long way toward giving us an 
understanding of current troubles in 
Ulster-and the centuries of tragic con
flict and history which have led to the 
present bitterness which leaves England 
in the difficult middle. 

"Fundamentally, English rule fossil
ized Ireland," writes Prof. O'Farrell. "It 
prevented the Irish from developing 
their own institutions, and it gravely 
hindered their development as a people. 
This hindrance took two major forms . 
The relationship with England in the 
form imposed in Tudor times prevented 
the free growth and change of Irish 
identity. Failing to destroy that identity, 
it provoked a reaction in which the Irish 
clung stubbornly to the only identity 
they knew, while the years and centuries 
passed. Thus, eventually, Counter Ref
ormation Ireland, a historic and reli
gious relic, out of time but very much 
in place, confronted modem, secular, 
industrial Britain. Much that was of 
spiritual and human value was retained . 

everthelP-ss, for Ireland whatever was 
British had become suspect, tainted, not 
least that modem, social and economic 
characteristic of the oppressor nation . 
But not only did English rule arrest the 
internal development of Irish self-aware
ness, preserving it in a pre-modem con
dition, it also gave that self-awareness a 
savage twist- toward England, erecting 
the Irish-English relationship into an 
Irish obsession . . . , . And the English 
and Irish differed very sharply about 
what had happened and what it signi
fied." 

Following an introduction that pre
sents a readable and lucid summary of 
the political, military, and other schemes 
developed (mostly by England) to settle 
the "Irish Question from the time of the 

conquest in 1534 until the current dis
turbances of the 1960's, the author dis
cusses the "unanswered questions" cur
rently disturbing the long-troubled 
land-and that despite the organization 
of the Irish Free State of 26 counties
now the Republic; and the six northern 
counties (Ulster) with continuing ties 
with England, the Queen, and the Brit
ish Parliament. The current ( 1973 ) 
fighting and rioting in and around Bel
fas t (capital of Ulster) are the direct 
result of this severance of Ireland into 
two national allegiances- a settlement 
that seems no more satisfactory than the 
agreements made in England for the 
government of Ireland every few dec
ades of the past three centuries. 

While Professor O'Farrell makes no 
concrete suggestion of how Ireland's 
problems with the English can be 
solved, he does make it clear that the 
bungling which marked the early ap
proaches to a settlement of the island's 
differences continues to this day. And 
(without saying so) he makes a case 
for the separation of Ireland-all of Ire
land-from British control as strong as 
did America's Declaration of Indepen
dence, or the separation proclamations 
of recent British-controlled colonies in 
Asia or Africa. 

W.W.R. 
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BROTHER SUN, SISTER MOON, di
rected by Franco Zeffirelli. 

The legend of the early life of St. 
Francis of Assisi is the subject of Franco 
Zeffirelli's new, lavish, and not altogether 
successful motion picture, Brother Sun, 
Sister Moon. 

The legend rearranged and edited, 
that is, for there is considerable discus
sion among church historians on many 
of the facts about Francis of Assisi. 

After a brief survey of the stories 
about the founder of the First, Second, 
and Third Orders of St. Francis, it must 
be acknowledged that Italian-born Zeffir
elli and his crew responsibly and rev
erently applied themselves to their task 
with a minimum and excusable amount 
of artistic license: Francis, son of bour
geois parents in the medieval city of 
Assisi , goes to war in 1202 as a young, 
worldly, likeable adventurer and returns 
home ill and disaffected to eventually 
tum toward contemplation, mendicancy, 
and simple evangelism. Brother Sun, 
Sister Moon leaves Francis around the 
year 1210, after his pilgrimmage to Pope 
Innocent III whereby he receives the 
Papal charge to go to the people with 

his simple message that men and women 
should follow the teachings of Christ 
and walk in His footsteps. 

St. Francis is one of the patron saints 
of Italy, and th is probably contributed 
to Zeffirelli's decision to study him on 
film . Zeffirell i, understand, is not the 
type of film director who comes to a film 
looking at it as this year's project. He is 
primarily a director of the legitimate 
stage and of the opera. His two previous 
films, The Taming of the Shrew and 
Romeo and Juliet, were huge successes 
and the results of years of experience 
with Shakespeare throughout Europe. 
He is also not another talented film
maker parading his lapsed Catholicism 
in clever cinema ( Bunuel, Bertolucci, 
Fellini )-before beginning shooting this 
film , he gathered the cast and crew to 
receive a blessing in a Solemn Mass be
fore the tomb of St. Francis . 

Such sincere motivation certainly 
shows in Brother Sun, Sister Moon. Ap
parently, no expense was spared : 
Zeffirell i, working with his long-time 
associate Leorenzo Mongiardino, rebuilt 
the on-location sets to be the 13th Cen
tury-using Giotto for reference; folk
singer Donovan was enlisted to compose 
a soundtrack incorporating medieval 
church music and St. Francis' own, 
Canticle of Creatures (from which comes 
the title, Brother Sun, Sister Moon); 
and, though the cast is largely new
comers and English, the shooting called 
for them to be dragged all over Italy, 
from the mountain region of Castelluccio 
to the Vatican. Above all , I reiterate, 
Zeffirelli made Brother Sun, Sister Moon 
reverently. 

And, perhaps, too reverently, for the 
film just does not quite work. It might 
be time to suggest again that it is virtu
ally impossible to make a good, original, 
historical biography without making all 
the characters cameos and all the action 
painfully contrived-as if everything 
that happened in the 13th Century has 
a message for us today. 

In an interview, Franco Zeffirelli, a 
handsome, contemplative man, said that 
if he can find the resources he would like 
to do a sequel to th is film covering the 
remainder of St. Francis' life, especially 
Francis' great love for the young woman 
who became St. Clare, the first nun . 

Zeffirell i considers Francis' life most 
appropriate for modern society, because 
- though "so many crimes have been 
committed in the name of Christ"-"if 
you go back to the spirit of Christ's 
words, you will be good, you will do 
the right things, you will be right, you 
will never do wrong." 

Zeffirelli sees St. Francis as the firs t 
Renaissance man-daring to break from 
the oppress ive church and state. 

JOHN C. BATCHELOR 
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TO LOVE OR TO PERISH 
I am delighted that your reviewer [Febru

ary, BOOKS] of To Love or to Perish: The 
Technological Crisis and the Churches found 
the book easy to read and that he also liked 
the concluding chapter which is composed of 

l~etten 

prayers emerging out of the Task Force mem- ,_--------------------4 
bership. 

He is also right on target when he says, 
"But if the Task Force produces nothing 
more than this slim volume there will be seri
ous question if the Churches got their money's 
worth." 

The reviewer and others will be pleased to 
know that a large fraction of the funds avail
able to the Task Force are being used to 
implement the use of the book which was in
tended for discussion groups in local churches. 
The book is now being used in fifty-two of our 
theological seminaries in one way or another. 

A special kit of program aids for local 
churches is just being completed and will be 
nationally advertised from June first and after
ward. Also, for the first time to my knowledge, 
major secular bookstores have stocked the 
book as a result of 92 or more newspaper 
notices calling attention to this "slim volume." 
In a time of heavy, unreadable and shrill 
doomsday books this effort of the churches 
may reach a few outside of the church and 
acquaint them with the way a few insiders 
view the meaning of love, justice, liberation 
and reconciliation-to mention a few words 
your reviewer apparently failed to take seri
ously. But the book does! 

J. Eow ARD CAROTHERS 
Salisbury, Vermont 

Dr. Carothers, former associate general sec
retary of the National Division of the UM 
Board of Missions, was executive director of 
the USA Task Force on the Future of Man
kind and the Role of the Christian Churches 
in a World of Science-Based Technology, 
which produced To Love or to Perish. 

THANKS FOR "EAST AFRICA" 
Thanks for the many good things in the 

December issue of New World Outlook and 
particularly the article on "Art and Self Deter
mination in East Africa." 

Elimo Njau illustrates well by his own 
ideas the points that East Africans have a 
contribution to make to others. 

His remarks not only plant the seeds of our 
deeper understanding of the East African 
situation and what East Africans must carve 
out, and of an approach to it ; his remarks also 
have implications fo r others likewise faced 
with the necessity to develop their life styles. 

Further, they speak to those seeking to live 
and communicate in other than impersonal or 
borrowed forms, wherever they may be, for 
in many sectors of what is referred to as the 
"outside world," there is a search for a more 
authentic "inside" and experience that will 
free the members from having to impose them
selves and their forms on other societies to 
prove their validity or to fear the invasion of 
others because they fear their own hallowness. 

HELEN POST 
Tokyo, Japan 

TAKES EXCEPTION 
I write to comment upon a statement which 

appeared in an editorial in the January issue 
of New World Outlook where you said that 
"most Americans, with a few honorable ex
ception like the Berrigan brothers , are in the 
same moral 'position (with regard to Vietnam ) 
as the bulk of the German people under 
Hitler." 
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I most certainly would have to take ex
ception to such a statement. 

Obviously, New World Outlook is on the 
same pathway as motive magazine, and no 
doubt it will come eventually to the same 
ignoble end! 

I regret that when our publications become 
cooperative publications they so often "go off 
the deep end." 

LUMAN T. COCKERILL 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

The writer is Administrative Assistant to 
Bishop Paul W. Milhouse. 

STUNNING 
I must say we find the issues stunning

visually and editorially. You do inspire some 
spooky letters to the editor. 

FRANCES HALPERN 
Rolling Hills Estates, California 

YOUR WRITERS SEEM IGNORANT 
One of the undersigned writers is a sub

scriber to your publication, the other is not, 
but has been reading it for some years past. 

Both of us are disturbed, and resent the 
attitude and statements in a number of your 
recent editorials . We find, from reading LET
TERS, that we are not alone in our opinion. 

We refer particularly to the editorial in the 
January issue--"We are the Enemy." 

In a very real sense, the title of the editorial 
is true, in view of the fact that many thinking 
people throughout our country long ago recog
nized that the war in Vietnam would have 
been brought to an honorable end much sooner 
if it were not for editorial writers such as 
yours, and for others who were loud in their 
praise of and sympathy for the "poor peasant 
Asian people" of North Vietnam, and just as 
loud in their defamation of their own coun
try, thus causing the Communists to believe 
they would be foolish to consider stopping 
their killing of the poor South Vietnamese, 
when public opinion in the United States (so 
they thought) would win for them. 

You say "It is widely agreed that this war 
was a blunder," etc., ad nauseam. How many 
people did you consult before making such a 
statement? We have read many editorials from 
various sources and by far the majority re
flected a far far different viewpoint. We cite 
only one: the late David Lawrence, U.S. News 
& World Report, in an editorial "Thank God 
for the United States," issue of Feb. 5, 1973, 
refutes every statement made in your editorial. 
This same man has , during recent years, writ
ten several editorials on the subject of Viet
nam, and in none of them has he censured our 
country or implied or stated that we were full 
of "moral gui lt ." 

Since your writers seem so ignorant of how 
and why the United States and its leaders 
became involved in the struggle of the South 
Vietnamese people to resist the Communist 
threat to overcome them, and what the suc
cess of the Communists here would have 
meant to the people of Southeast Asia and 
the world, we suggest you read Mr. Lawrence's 
editorial named above. 

We echo the almost universal statement of 
the returning POW's and say "Thank God 

for America!" 
MRS. w. E . CROMER AND 
Miss GAIL WHITE 
Inman, South Carolina 

WITHOUT COMMENT 
Would you please publish the following 

quotation which we submit without comment? 
"We are happy to have the opportunity to 

serve our country under difficult circumstances. 
We are profoundly grateful to our commander
in-chief and to our nation for this day. God 
Bless America."-Jeremiah A. Denton, Jr. 
Captain, U.S. Navy, Prisoner of War 1965-
1973. 

E. 0 . DAVIS 
Brownsville, Texas 

HEAL THE WOUNDS 
It is an abiding, unspeakable tragedy that 

so many lives are lost in wars. There is al
most nothing we can say to express sorrow for 
the bereaved, yet it seems to me that when 
we insist on revenge and punishment for those 
who managed to evade the draft by exile, jail 
or any means, we are fostering and nurturing 
in hatred, the seeds of future wars and con
tinuing tragedy. Listening to debates on 
amnesty, a very prickly topic, one feels that 
the hassle is over legality on the outside, but 
covering up inner senses of guilt that we know 
we all share. Maybe this anger will extend to 
those who managed to evade the draft by 
staying in college--after all they are likely to 
benefit by the extra schooling, while those who 
elected to go to jail, or to exile themselves 
face the possibility of life-time deprivation, 
especially if they dare or have to come home 
again. We should not overlook the fact that 
(spoken recently so poignantly by two be
reaved parents) the punishment of "draft 
evaders" will not bring back one of the lives 
wasted in this long and bitter conflict. 

We also need to realize that many who 
opposed this war were and are still convinced 
that some means other than war must be found 
to settle the differences between peoples. Con
vinced of this, such young people, far from 
feeling guilty, feel right about their actions, 
so who are we to talk of giving or withholding 
forgiveness? How can one be forgiven for be
lieving one is right? 

Our part as Christians is surely helping to 
heal the wounds, not to perpetuate the suffer
ing. There are certainly no easy answers, but 
we must remember that God has said : "Venge
ance is Mine. I will repay." It just might be 
that many of us who today are basking in 
legal security and approval for our part in at 
least going along with our country's decisions 
to pursue the path we did in the Indochina 
conflict, are the ones who incur the wrath of 
God. Have we been silent when we might 
have spoken out? Have we passed by on the 
other side, because it didn't immediately con
cern us? Have we hidden behind such senti
ments as " the church shouldn't get involved" 
and have we even prayed for the leaders of 
our own and other countries? 

As we share the burden of sorrow, we 
must share the burden of guilt. There is a great 
need for patience. We need the patience and 
understanding and maybe forgiveness of those 
on whom we thrust the oveiwhelming burden 
of decision between being involved in a con
flict they disagreed with and being branded 
trai tor or deserter for leaving! 

What wonders we might accomplish if we 
can make love our watchword! 

MARGARET BRETT 
Lompoc, California 
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CANADIAN CHURCHES PLAN 
DRIVE FOR 'THIRD WORLD' 

The leaders of five Canadian 
Churches plan to conduct a cross-coun
try campaign to stimulate a greater 
awareness of the problems of the Third 
World and to encourage a responsible 
reaction. 

Called "Ten Days for World Devel
opment," the project was organized by 
the development and relief agencies of 
the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lu
theran, Presbyterian and United 
Churches. It will begin March 9. 

Taking part are the Anglican Primate, 
Archbishop E. W. Scott of Toronto; Ro
man Catholic Bishop William E. Power 
of Antigonish, N.S., president of the 
Canadian Catholic Conference; the Rev. 
John Zimmerman, president of the Lu
theran Council in Canada; the Rev. Max 
Putnam, moderator of the General As
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, and the Rt. Rev. N. Bruce Mc
Leod, moderator of the General Coun
cil, United Church of Canada. 

The fact that leaders of each of the 
five Churches are taking part together 
for the first time in such an educational 
project is an indication of the serious
ness with which Canadian Churches 
view injustices built into the present 
trade and aid agreements reached by 
advanced industrial nations of the West 
with developing nations of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

The program is expected to bring up 
such questions as: 

-Will Canadians continue to pay in
adequate prices and allow exorbitant 
profits for basic agricultural commodi
ties such as coffee, cocoa, rice and sugar, 
while millions of workers and their fami
lies in the Third World suffer hunger, 
illiteracy and disease? 

-One-quarter of the world's popula
tion, including affluent Canadians, con
trols and consumes three-quarters of 
earth's resources and services. Are we 
prepared to cease striving for more and 
more, and to strive instead for just dis
tribution? 

-Why can't Canada be more vocal in 
the councils of the rich nations? 
Shouldn't our influence be always on 

RNS Photo 

ANNOUNCE AMNESTY DRIVE 
Mrs. Louise Ransom of Bronxville, N.Y ., whose son was killed in Vietnam, and Epis

copal Bishop Paul Moore of New York were among those announcing a drive for total 
amnesty for all war resisters at a news conference in New York sponsored by Safe Return, 
an American-ba~ed committee that has alliances with exile groups in Sweden and Canada. 
Mrs. Ransom called for "mercy" for 100,000 other "victims" of Vietnam-the number of 
draft resisters she says are living in exile. 

At the meeting, it was announced that an international conference on amnesty will be 
held in Paris. Expected to attend the conference were perhaps 30 exiles from various 
European and Canadian groups as well as delegates from U.S . anti-war organizations. 

RNS Photo 

SOMEBODY CARED! 
CLARK AIR FORCE BASE, Philippines-Navy Capt. Howard Rutledge of Tulsa 

finds that over and above "family" some Americans cared for him during his imprison
ment by North Vietnam. Among the first to greet him was a Navy nurse, Capt . Ronalin 
Thomson, an Air Force nurse at Clark Air Force Base. On her wrist, declaring her hopes 
and prayers for a POW, was the name, "Capt. Howard Rutledge." The Navy officer was 
released on Feb. 12. 
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the side of sharing decision-making 
power in trade, tariff and monetary re
form with developing lands? 

-The quantity of Canadian foreign 
aid is currently at 0.5 per cent of the 
Gross National Product. What must we 
do to reach the 1 per cent goal recom
mended by the Pearson Commission by 
1975? 

Meetings will be held at Vancouver, 
B.C., Edmonton, Alta., London, Toronto 
and Ottawa, Ont., Montreal, Que. , and 
Halifax, N.S. In a common declaration 
on justice, the five Churches said : 

"Justice in the world is the basic hu
man issue. We are committed to seeking 
justice by narrowing the gap between 
the rich and the poor, by reducing ex
cessive production and consumption so 
that Canadian resources and productive 
capacities can be put to more just use, 
by supporting the research and action 
on the impact of private corporations 
and public agencies on international in
vestments, trade and aid. 

"Justice demands the development of 
people everywhere. The glory of God 
is man fully alive." 

Additional impact to the tour will 
come from two TV documentaries to be 
shown in the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation's "Man Alive" series. 

During the Lenten campaign, there 
will also be "austerity vigils" in local 
communities. 

COURT'S ABORTION DECISION 
SPARKS METHODIST-RC DEBATE 

The president of Hamline University, 
a United Methodist school in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, has strongly defended Su
preme Court Justice Harry Blackmun, 
a former Hamline trustee, for his deci
sion in the Court's pro-abortion decision. 

His comments drew a reply from a 
Roman Catholic newspaper. 

"Anyone should have been able to 
predict Justice Blackmun's position on 
abortion," Dr. Richard P. Bailey wrote 
in his column in The Minneapolis Star. 

"Rational man cannot be slowed nor 
swayed by dilatory dialectic. An extrem
ist might argue that the spiritual begin
ning of life is a glance 'twixt man and 
maid, and a drawn shade becomes a 
contraceptive. 

"Another extremist would insist on 
'natural' control , the deadly pollution of 
spaceship earth, the inhuman pushing 
and shoving in our sprawling urban 
centers, or mass starvation among the 
have-nots of the world. 

"Maybe 9,999 angels can cluster 
reverently on the head of a pin. 

" 1ary Doe and Jane Roe, and every 
other woman in the United States," Dr. 
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Bailey continued, "now have a right to 
ask for an abortion during the first six 
months of pregnancy. Of course. How 
could any freedom-loving, privacy-seek
ing human being decide differently? 
What legalistic mind or puritanical 
morality can presume to step in, unre
quested, with rules and regulations? 

"But there are murmurs and mutter
ings over the land. Even thoughtful 
men and women seem to differ. A great 
many law-and-order advocates are op
posing the law of the land in a disorderly 
manner. 

Recalling the 1971 Hamline com
mencement at which Justice Blackmun 
received an honorary doctorate, Dr. 
Bailey wrote that he then said to Justice 
Blackmun: 

"A keen sensitivity to basic liberties 
means that the little people of America 
(have) found justice in your courtroom. 
In your court (8th District Court of 
Appeals) justice became truth in action." 

Who, asked Dr. Bailey, "could be 
littler than Mary Doe and Jane Roe (the 
plaintiffs in the Supreme Court deci
sion)? Who could be more in need of 
impartial justice?" 

Bernard Casserly, editor of The Cath
olic Bulletin, St. Paul, replied to Dr. 
Bailey's column in an editorial published 
in the archdiocesan news-weekly. 'Who 
could be more in need of impartial 
justice?'' Mr. Casserly asked. "Who but 
the tiniest life of all? 

"Who but that tiniest life of all? 
Who but that helpless life in the 
womb who now has no court of justice 
to speak for it-only a distraught mother
to-be who for a terribly brief time may 
be convinced that a quick, sterile and 
painless death is better than more night 
feedings, dirty diapers or even another 
Beethoven, Einstein or John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy?" 

The right to life, Mr. Casserly wrote, 
"is a belief that will rise above ill-con
sidered court decisions and the clever 
words of degree-laden pedagogues. The 
time has come for all persons of goodwill 
to speak out against this distortion of 
the most basic of human values. With 
the Book of Deuteronomy, we urge you 
to 'Choose life, then, that you and your 
descendants may live.' It is as simple, 
and as difficult, as that." 

MUSLIMS ON ABORTION : 
BUT WHAT ABOUT "POP"? 

The Islamic Cent r in Washington, 
D.C., has expre5sed surprise that the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling allowing 
virtually unrestricted abortion up to 
three months makes no mention of the 
"role and wish" of the father. 

The February Bulletin of the Center, 
whose director is Dr. Abdul Rauf, said 
that the High Court majority opinion 
"somewhat agrees \vith some Muslim 
jurists' rulings made many centuries 
ago.'' 

However, it said it was puzzled that 
the interest of the father was not taken 
into consideration for the "right of the 
fetus to life" in the first three months of 
pregnancy is reflected in the decision. 

"We Muslims do not deny the right 
of the mother and her vital role in mak
ing an abortion decision," the Bulletin 
said. "Nor are we indifferent to her 
welfare and health. We also do empha
size the importance of medical advice 
from reliable, conscientious, but not un
scrupulous, materially motivated, profes
sionals. 

"But, in addition, we emphasize the 
role and the wish of the husband, the 
father of the fetus, and his necessary 
approval of such a decision. It is very 
strange that his right appears to be 
completely ignored in the current argu
ment.'' 

The Islamic Center's Bulletin also said 
that it is equally important to "conceive 
of the right to life as a God-given right, 
not a materialistic, secular, empty right 
granted by man-made-laws." 

BLACK WORSHIPPERS ACCEPTED 
AT MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST CHURCH 

The First Baptist church of Jackson, 
Mississippi has adopted a policy wel
coming to its services all persons, of any 
race, "who sincerely desire to worship" 
and are not publicity seekers or demon
strators. 

The action came in the wake of the 
renewal of a type of civil rights protest 
-blacks attempting to attend all-white 
churches-not common since the mid-
1960s. 

Questions as to whether First Baptist 
barred blacks arose after Dr. Larry 
Rohrman, the pastor, was named one 
of the 10 out tanding young men in 
America by the U.S. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Asked about the church's racial policy 
at a press conference after his return 
from receiving the honor, he conceded 
that the membership is all-white but 
said he knew of no organized effort to 
prevent blacks from worshipping at First 
Baptist. 

On Feb. 11, integrated groups at
tempted to enter the church and were 
blocked by a "greeting committee." 
Church officials said the refusal was not 
made because blacks were in the group 
but bccamt• it was a dc·mon tration 
covered by reporter and tel vision 
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cameras and equipment. 
Considerab1e protest followed in the 

black community. The Baptist congrega
tion held a meeting and established its 
new policy. On Sunday, Feb. 18, two 
blacks, the Rev. Emmett Burns, Jackson 
field director of the NAACP, and Robert 
L. T. Smith, a 70-year-old businessman 
who is also a Baptist preacher, attended 
First Baptist worship. 

The two men, not accompanied by 
reporters, were welcomed. 

Dr. Rohrman subsequently told Re
ligious News Service that Mr. Burns 
and Mr. Smith were not the first blacks 
in history to attend services, as reported 
in national media. 

He said that a black man attended a 
service a few months ago and that 
before 1954 black worshippers were 
common. Dr. Rohrman also said that 
contrary to public opinion, there was no 
policy against blacks between 1954 and 
1973. 

According to the pastor, most mem
bers of the church are not opposed to 
black attending but are "opposed to 
demonstrators-black, white, green or 
blue." 

The arrival of Mr. Burns and Mr. 
Smith was unannounced. 

Mr. Smith, a businessman, told a 
reporter: "It surprised us when a man 
met us at the steps and greeted us very 
cordially. He carried us up to the third 
or fourth step, and then an usher-he 
must have been an usher-escorted us 
down the middle aisle of the church, 
and we were given a seat. It was very 
good. We got a lot out of the service. 
Everything was carried out so beautiful
ly.• 

Mr. Smith had high praise for the 
change he saw at First Baptist. 

"I believe the church has made a 
giant step forward," he said. "It''s quite 
something for these old gentlemen of 
the first families of Jackson who remem
ber the days when a Negro would not 
be permitted near the church. It is 
something for them to accept." 

First Baptist is the home congregation 
of Gov. William Waller and former Gov. 
Ross Barnett, as well as many old and 
influential families of the Mississippi 
capital. ( RNS) 

ISRAEL CONDEMNED BY 
UN AVIATION ACENCY 

Israel was condemned by the Inter
national Civil Aviation Organization 
( ICAO) for the shooting down in the 
Sinai Desert of a Libyan airliner, result
ing in the death of 106 people. 

A day-long debate before the UN
affiliated agency's assembly saw 50 

RNS Photo 

WRECKACE OF DOWNED AIRLINER 
SINAI PENINSULA-A child's doll lies 

amid the wreckage of the Libyan airliner 
that was shot down by Israeli ;et fighter 
planes over the Sinai Peninsula. The plane, 
a Libyan Airlines Boeing 727 carrying 104 
passengers and 9 crew members, had appar
ently strayed over Israeli-occupied territory 
due to instrument malfunction when it was 
shot at and crashed. Over 100 people were 
killed. 

countries comment on the incident. Ex
cept for Israel, all condemned or 
regretted it in varying degrees. 

The United States tried to amend the 
resolution so that Israel would not be 
condemned before an impartial investiga
tion could be completed. Only Haiti, 
Ghana, and Colombia supported the 
American view. 

Britain, Belgium, Canada, and Aus
tralia said they understood the U.S. 
motive but argued that there was no 
chance that the ICAO assembly would 
adopt such an amendment. The U.S. 
then said it would not press for a vote 
on its amendment. 

The vote was 105 in favor, 1 against 
(Israel), and 2 abstentions (Malawi and 
Colombia). 

Meanwhile, it was announced that 
Israel has decided to pay the families 
of the 106 victims "ex gratia"-of free 
will. An Israeli government spokesman 
said that the term "compensation" had 
not been used in the official announce
ment because it would have "implied 
Israeli guilt for the incident." There 
was no indication of the amount that 
would be paid to families or when pay
ments would be made. 

Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan 
said that Israel had made an "error of 
judgment" in shooting down the civilian 
aircraft. But he added that the actions 
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of the French pilot had amounted to 
"serious irresponsibility." 

MINISTER RESICNS PASTORATE 
TO HEAD CITIZENS' LOBBY 

The Rev. Robert K. Hudnut has left 
the pastorate of St. Luke Presbyterian 
church in suburban Minnetonka, to head 
up what he calls "the largest citizens' 
lobby of its kind in the nation." 

He has become executive director of 
the Minnesota Public Interest Research 
Group ( MPIRG) , which is funded by 
70,000 students in 18 Minnesota colleges 
and universities who contribute $1 each 
quarter. 

The 39-year-old activist clergyman 
said he regards his new post as "an 
extension of the ministry." He plans to 
continue as a ministerial member of the 
Presbytery of Minneapolis, St. Paul. 

MPIRG, said Mr. Hudnut, is governed 
by a board of 28 students and has a 
fulltime staff of lawyers and researchers, 
enabling it "to move aggressively on 
major issues before the state." 

He said the organization currently is 
concerned with five issues : environ
mental protection, consumer protection, 
urban affairs and transportation, occupa
tional safety and health, and food and 
agriculture. 

MPIRG already has won a court case 
to restrict logging in the Minnesota 
boundary waters' canoe area and has 
succeeded in banning a pesticide con
taining mercury, Mr. Hudnut said. 

The "big thing" the organization is 
pushing for currently, he said, is for an 
independent consumer agency in the 
state that could become an advocate 
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for consumer . 
Mr. Hudnut was a co-founder and 

Br t pre idcnt of the Greater Minneapolis 
Federation, composed of about 100 com
muni ty groups-about half of them 
church-connected. 

The federation currently i involved 
in a campaign to eliminate hunger and 
to help buy r of faulty automobil s get 
redrc s from automakers through an 
affilia te called "Lemons, Inc." 

fr. Hudnut, a liberal Democrat, said 
he ha no present plans to enter politics. 
His brother, the Rev. William H. Hudnut 
III , was recently elected to Congress 
from Indianapoli , Ind. 

He di agrees sharply with the votes 
of hi brother, whom he described as a 
"Goldwater Republican." 

De pite this, he said he gets along 
well with his brother, observing that 
'blood is thicker than politics." 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CRANT 
TO AID ALBUQUERQUE SCHOOL 

Menaul School, the pioneer Presby
terian school that has provided educa
tion for hundreds of minority group 
students in New Mexico, will build a 
multi-media center on its campus with a 
$129,733 grant. 

Ernest Jimenez, chairman of the 
Menaul School board of trustees, an
nounced receipt of the grant from the 
Cabinet of Institutional Development 
of the United Presbyterian Church. The 
denomination matched on a 2-to-l basis 
funds raised through local efforts . 

The money will enable Menaul School 
to start in April on its $200,000 multi
cultural, multi-lingual center and also 
start a new work-study program. 

The new facility, of "modernistic 
pueblo style" will house a library, media 
production area, conference rooms, .film 
viewing room and workrooms. 

Plans for the new program call for 
possible teacher exchanges with South 
American mission schools similar to 
Menaul , plus student exchanges and 
guest speakers from Southwestern Indian 
Tribes, many of whom are represented 
in the Menaul study body along with 
Chicano students. 

At present Menaul's students come 
from 26 communities in New Mexico, 
seven other states and seven foreign 
countries. Languages represented include 
Spanish, Navajo and Hopi Indian, Thai 
and Chinese. 

The new work-study program is aimed 
at training juniors and seniors by allow
ing them to hold jobs with cooperating 
local businesses while completing high 
school. ( RNS ) 
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JOURNALIST'S PRAYER BOOK 
OFFERS PRAYERS OF NEWSMEN 

"I pray Cod to make me wise. I'll take 
care of the rest." 

This "prayer for wisdom," by Clifton 
Daniels, associate editor of the New 
York Times, is one of 78 prayers by 
prominent writers, editors and newsmen 
in "The Journalist's Prayer Book," pub
lished by Augsburg Publishing House 
of Minneapolis. 

It was edited by Alfred P. Klausler, 
executive director of the Associated 
Church Press and religion editor and 
commentator for Westinghouse Broad
casting Co., and John De Mott, associ
ate professor of Journalism at Northern 
Illinois University. 

Walter Cronkite, newscaster with the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, contrib
uted this prayer : 

"Dear God : Help me remember and 
my fellow man understand that the 
truth knows neither friend nor enemy, 
nor can those who pursue it. Amen." 

Benjamin McKelway, former editor of 
the Washington Star, offered a "prayer 
for accuracy" which began with this 
plea: 

"O Lord, please deliver us from bad 
reporting and bad editing. Please make 
everybody connected with our news
papers understand how important 
readers are-far more important than 
the editors .. .. " ( RNS ) 

RELICIOUS CROUPS OPPOSE AID 
SUPPORTINC ULSTER VIOLENCE 

A cut-off of all contributions by 
Americans to groups that "support 
violence" in Northern Ireland has been 
called for by the executive heads of the 
National Council of Churches, the Na
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops 
and the Synagogue Council of America. 

The three officials warned that 
"peace, justice and freedom" are often 
used to collect funds used for "bombs 
and bullets as well as to alleviate suf
fering." 

An appeal for an end to U.S. citizens 
making contributions that support strife 
in Ulster came from Dr. R. H. Edwin 
Espy, general secretary of the NCC; 
Bishop-designate James S. Rausch, gen
eral secretary of the National Confer
ence of Catholic Bishops and the U.S. 
Catholic Conference, and Rabbi Henry 
S. Siegman, general secretary of the 
Synagogue Council of America. 

They said they were asking for an 
end to gifts to groups that support vio
lence on the urging of Catholic and 
Protestant leaders in Ireland. 

'We recommend that .financial sup
port be limited to denominational, ecu-

menical and interreligious collections 
which are transmitted to counterpart 
agencies in Ireland so that American 
funds will be used not for purposes of 
destruction but for the building of a 
just and compassionate society in North
ern Ireland. 

"We believe it is a very special scan
dal when people .fight and kill one an
other in the name of religion," they 
said. ( RNS) 

wee SELECTION OF DELECATES 
HIT BY EV ANCELi CAL LEADERS 

The Evangelical Council of Puerto 
Rico is displeased over what it considers 
an arbitrary manner in which island 
delegates were chosen for a World 
Council of Churches' meeting on devel
opment in Puerto Rico recently. 

The Rev. Antonio Rivera Rodriguez, 
executive secretary of the evangelical 
(Protestant) group, complained that ten 
local delegates chosen by the Puerto 
Rico Industrial Mission were '1eftists" 
and not representative of the denomi
nations in his organization. 

He also criticized a resolution ap
proved by a majority of the conference 
participants supporting Puerto Rican in
dependence. 

Mr. Rodriguez said that if the confer
ence saw the Puerto Rican common
wealth arrangement with the U.S. as 
"political imperialism" then the wee 
meeting represented "religious imperial
ism." 

The Evangelical Council has eight de
nominational members-Presbyterian, 
United Methodist, Baptist, Mennonite, 
Disciples of Christ, Salvation Army, 
Brethren and United Evangelical. Some 
dozen other denominational and ecu
menical groups are related to it. 

Mr. Rodriguez said he protested the 
selection of the ten Puerto Rican dele
gates on Feb. 9 to WCC headquarters 
in Geneva. He said a reply from Dr. 
Philip Potter, the World Council gen
eral secretary, arrived as the conference 
ended and was "not satisfactory." 

The Puerto Rico Industrial Mission, 
headed by the Rev. Richard W. Gillett, 
an Episcopal clergyman, helped to plan 
the meeting. Founded in 1969, the mis
sion is a non-pro.fit agency devoted to 
public service and what it considers con
structive social change. 

In New York a spokesman for the 
World Council said that the Council 
had attempted to work through the 
Evangelical Council of Puerto Rico but, 
after rece1vmg an "inadequate re
sponse," turned to the Puerto Rico In
dustrial Mission to .find delegates to the 
conference. 



IND I A 

DEW WORLD souno 
O ur fi rst ca ssette , on India , proved so popula r it went into a second pri nting . Out second, 

on Fa ith a nd Just ice , is be ing used in ma ny churches . Our third cassette hos been prepa red 
by Dr. Beve rl y Chain , the new Associate Director of the Audio-Visual Deportment of the UM 
Boord of Globa l Ministries. It is intended to be used w ith the Justice , Libera tion and Deve lop
me nt study and focuses on Latin America . The re ore lively new sonos, interviews w ith Latin 
American Christ ians, di scussion of missionary invol vement in pol it ical and economic problems 

of the cou ntr ies where they se rve , a nd the p roblems created by the U.S. military presence and 
cultural domination of Latin Amer ica . 

LATIN AMERICA-JUSTICE, LIBERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
O rder now from: Service Center, 7 820 Reading Rood, Cinci nnati, O hio 45 327 

Send me , 

- - -I ndio cassette {$3 .5 0) 

- - - Fa ith a nd Just ice cassette {$3 .50) 

- - - La t in America- Just ice , Liberation a nd Development cassette {$ 3 .5 0) 

---Four cassettes , includ ing the three now ready, a t reduced role fo r new world ou tlook 
subscribers , $ 10 .00 {All four to non-subscribe rs , $1 2 .00) . 

Nome 

Address 

City --- ------ ------ State -------- Zip Code 



Characteristics of love 

' All the special gifts and powers 
from God will someday come to an 
end, but love goes on forever. Some
day prophecy, and speaking in un
known languages, and special 
knowledge- these gifts will disap
pear. ' Now we know so little, even 
with our special gifts , and the 
preaching of those most gifted is 
still so poor. '0 But when we have 
been made perfect and complete, 
then the need for these inadequate 

• special gifts will come to an end, 
and they will disappear. 

" It's like this : when 1 was a 
child 1 spoke and thought and rea
soned as a child does. But when I 
beca me a man my thoughts grew 

1 CORINTHIANS 13 

ish things. " In the same way, we 
can see and understand only a little 
about God now, as if we were peer
ing at his reflection in a poor mir
ror; but someday we are going to 
see him in his completeness, face to 
face. Now all that I know is hazy 
and blurred, but then I will see ev
erything clearly, just as clearly as 
God sees into my heart right now. 

" There are three things that re
main - faith, hope, and love- and 
the greatest of these is love. 

14 LET LOVE BE your greatest 
aim; nevertheles3, ask also for 

the special abilities the Holy Spirit 
gives, and especially the gift of 
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