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NISSION NENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

February, 1973 

Cease-fire. The signing of the Vietnam cease-fire agreement and the imminent 
return of American prisoners-of-war is cause for quiet thanksgiving and praise 
to Almighty God. At the National Council of Churches meeting in Dallas 
representatives of all the churches, including the United Methodist and United 
Presbyterian, voted that once the cease-fire is announced churches hold services 
of thanksgiving and penitence "for our own complicity" and of intercession for all 
the war's victims. · In addition to prayer, Christians can now focus on 
rehabilitation, particularly in South Vietnam, where the suffering has been the 
greatest, but also in North Vietnam, for which channels of relief have not been 
as open to the Churches. In early January a World Council of Churches plane 
carrying nine tons of medical supplies left Paris for Hanoi. A United 
Presbyterian appeal for $50, 000 to aid civilian victims of U.S. bombing of North 
Vietnam has been launched and will be channeled through the World Council. 
Christians appalled by the levelling of Bach Mai Hospital in Hanoi can contribute 
to an emergency Bach Mai Relief Fund (140 Sixth St., Cambridge, Mass. 02142) 
whose sponsors include United Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord. Developments 
for reconstruction in South Vietnam are also being planned by church and secular 
relief agencies. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones . One of the best known Protestant missionaries and author 
of 28 religious books, Dr. E. Stanley Jones, died January 25 at Clara Swain 
Hospital in Bareilly, India, at the age of 89. An international evangelist who 
came to be known as the "missionary apostle of peace and good will," Dr. Jones 
began missionary service to India 66 years ago where he began his work with the 
outcastes and became a friend and co-worker with Mahatma Gandhi, 
Rabindranath Tagore and other advocates of peace. He conducted great mass 
meetings in leading Indian cities and inaugurated "round table conferences" at 
which Christians and non-Christians sat down as equals. He helped re-establish 
the Indian "ashram" or retreat as a means of drawing men and women together to 
study in depth their own spiritual quest. He was one of the few men ever elected 
to. the Methodist episcopacy who refused the honor. After praying over his 
decision for a night he denied the honor, saying he had surrendered his life to 
Christian evangelism. Dr. Jones helped found the Nur Manzi! Psychiatric Center 
in Lucknow, India and he was also a staunch advocate of church unity. His most 
popular books have been Abundant Living and Christ of the Indian Road, and sales 
of all his books have exceeded three and a half million.Dr. Jones is to be 
cremated in India and the ashes returned for burial in the Bishops' Lot in Mount 
Olivet Cemetary in Baltimore. 
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Delta Health Center. The Delta Community Hospital and Health Clinic in Mound 
Bayou, Mississippi, the only black-controlled comprehensive health center and 
hos.i:.ital in the nation, is entering into a cooperative agreement with Meharry 
University Medical School in Nashville, Tenn. Federally funded, DCHHC got 
underway in the 60s partly with the help of the Delta Ministry and serves one of the 
most neglected regions in the nation. Meharry is a predominantly black United 
Methodist school. The new consortium should bolster the Delta hospital, which 
has been under attack by Mississippi Governor Waller. The Governor told the 
press that a report by the American Public Health Association vindicated him. The 
report, while critical of some aspects of the hospital's program, called for 
continuation and strengthening of the Mound Bayou program and railed against the 
Governor and federal officials for their "lack of commitment ... on behalf of poor 
people." 

Housing. The Interreligious Coalition for Housing has asked President Nixon 
to rescind his moratorium on "meaningful federal involvement" in housing for the 
aged, handicapped, minorities and poor people of all ethnic groups -- as well as 
"thousands of moderate income families who will be affected. " The Coalition has 
also called on Congress to hold special committee hearings on housing needs. 

Hospitals. Sage Memorial Hospital in Ganado, Arizona now has the first Indian to 
serve as an administrator of a private hospital. He is Melvin Gardner, a 
graduate of business administration. The hospital, which was developed by 
United Presbyterian National Missions, is moving toward self-support, as is its 
sister institution Ganado College, which has just been approved as a training 
location by the Arizona Veteran's Service Commission. 

Students. One hundred youthful, and many not so youthful, delegates from 63 
countries met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in early January for the quadrennial 
assembly of the World Student Christian Federation and overwhelmingly elected 
Feliciano Carino of the Philippines as their new general secretary. Carino, who 
served a stint in the U.S. with COEMAR, succeeds Finn Risto Lehtonen, whose 
term was. stormy to say the least. The new chairperson is Ms. Mercy Oduyoe of 
Ibadan, Nigeria, who was not at the assembly because she was in Bangkok for the 
Consultation on Salvation Today, and her absence was a point of some contention. 
Ms. Odoyoe succeeds Princeton professor Richard Shaull. While not the first 
Third Worlder, she is the first woman to hold this office. The African press 
noted the passage of power from the North Atlantic to Asia and Africa. U.S. 
observers say that unlike the meeting four years ago in Finland where student self
confidence was soaring and resolutions on world problems abounded, there was a 
new regionalism and humility at Addis Ababa. One delegate said: 'We should 
strive to be moderately useful, rather than grandiosely irrelevant. " 

Amilcar Cabral. A noted leader of the African liberation movement who was called 
"the gentle revolutionary," Dr. Amilcar Cabral, was assassinated in Conakry, 
Guinea, West Afr ica on January 21. The murder of Cabral took place as his 
liberation movement had gained control of nearly two-thirds of the territory of 
P ortuguese Guinea, known as Guinea-Bissau. On a trip to the U.S. last fall to 
address the U. N. and receive an honorary degree from Lincoln University, 
Dr. Cabral won the confidence of many church and mission leaders as he 
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described how his party, the African Independence Party of Guinea and Cape-Verde , 
had been forced to turn to military tactics after peaceful attempts were met by the 
Portuguese with repression and murder. He never gave up hope of negotiating a 
peaceful independence. His party is one of the groups which received aid from the 
World Council of Churches' Program to Combat Racism (see November NWO). On 
the eve of his murder, the WCC meeting in Bangalore had just added another 
$20, 000 of assistance for the literacy and medical programs of the liberation group . 
His death is reminiscent of the 1969 assassination of Eduardo Mondlane, leader of 
the liberation fight in Portuguese-controlled Mozambique. 

Key 73. "Faith in Action", the Key 73 launch television special, was viewed by 
approximately 65 million people on January 6 and 7, according to Rev. Ronn Kerr, 
chairman of Key 73 launch activities for North America. Network spokesmen said 
the audience was even higher, perhaps 80 million. The program was also shown on 
the Armed Services Network around the world. 

Personnel Changes. The Rev. Richard W. Bauer of Livonia, Michigan, has been 
elected associate executive director for planning, budgeting and evaluating of the 
United Presbyterian General Assembly Mission Council. Dean Phillips, manager 
of public affairs for the Columbus (Ohio) Division of North American Rockwell, has 
been named new national executive director for Goodwill Industries, succeeding 
George Hergesheimer, former United Methodist Board of Missions treasurer. 

Missionary Conference. About 160 United Methodist miss10naries and executives 
have adopted a statement which says they see "a radical difference between the 
gospel and reality" in the U.S. and the "present exercise of U.S. power is a 
perversion of the Gospel." The statement, a study document, came out of the semi
annual missionary conference at Stony Point, New York, in January. The 
missionaries elected Joanne and Stanley Maughlin, of Zaire, to represent the 1050 
United Methodist missionaries in 40 countries at the New York office of the Board 
of Global Ministries. 

Poverty. If you live in a poor country you are most likely to be an illiterate farmer 
working mountainous, desert, grassland or salt-pan terrain at least twenty miles 
from a sea.(.ort with little disposable income. That is the finding of the Development 
Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, which has compiled a profile of the appalling conditions in poor 
countries. Of the twenty-five poorest countries in the world only one, Haiti, is in 
the Western Hemisphere. Sixteen are in Africa, with four (Mali, Niger, Chad and 
the Sudan) on the Sahara desert. Others are Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Dahomey 
Upper Volta, Guinea, Rwanda, Burundi, Malawi, Tanzania, Botswana and Lesotho. 
The.four in Southern Asia are Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal and Afghanistan. Yemen on 
the Arabian peninsula, the Maldive Islands, Western Samoa in the Pacific, and Laos 
complete the list. United Methodists and United Presbyterians have mission 
work in five of these. 

Ghana. Seven major Protestant churches, all mission founded, have taken a major 
step toward church union in this West African country. The approved plan will bring 
together about 43 percent of theGhanaians who are Christians, possibly by 1975. 
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Taking part are the Anglican Church, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, the 
Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church, the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the Ghana Mennonite Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

South Pacific. Thirty-one men and women from sixteen nations and territories 
in the South Pacific met in mid-January at Villa, New Hebrides, to discuss what 
development means for their exotic corner of the globe. All but one of the 
delegates represented the original races of their islands, not the European 
settlers, and organizing secretary was Sitiveni Ratuvili, a teacher at the 
Methodist theological school at Fiji. Issues at the conference included legal 
justice, fair distribution of wealth and cultural identity. George Ka.lkoa, a New 
Hebridean official in the British government, asserted that the "decision to give up 
the mental attitude of dependence and to take our lives in our own hands instead of 
dying little by little can only come from our own guts." The New Hebrides itself 
is a case in point: the territory of 80 islands and 80, 000 people is governed by both 
France and Britain and confers no citizenship on its native inhabitants. 

Grants. The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has made a 
third set of grants totaling $200, 000 to twenty-five organizations combating racism 
on five continents. Half of the amount goes to organizations in South Africa. New 
groups in North America receiving grants of $3, 000 to $7, 500 include the All
African News Service, the American Indian Movement, the El Paso Education 
Research Project, the National Indian Brotherhood in Canada, and the Indian 
Brotherhood of the North-West Territories. Also, Malcolm X Liberation 
University in Durham, North Carolina and the Coalition of Concerned Black 
Americans, both previous recipients, received $6, 000 each. Elsewhere, the 
Federal Council for the Advancement of Aborigines and Torres Straight Islanders 
in Australia received $14, 000 and the Colombian Foundation for the Defense of 
Natural Resources and Black Workers in Colombia received $10, 000. 

Abortions. The January 22 decision by the Supreme Court ruling invalid state laws 
that prohibit or restrict a woman's right to obtain an abortion in the first three 
months of pregnancy is generally consistent with positions taken by the United 
Methodist 1972 General Conference and the United Presbyterian 1972 General 
Assembly. That basically is that abortion is a matter not for the criminal code but 
for a decision by a woman, in consultation with doctors or others with whom she 
may counsel before making a decision. Leaders in both denominations underscored 
the need for counseling and family planning services, expanded research to 
develop more effective contraceptives, a theological understanding of the meaning 
of life, and greater concern for the quality of life. 
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Profiting from Aparthe id 
On January 16 six Protestant church 

organizations announced that they ar.e 
renewing their campaign to have Amen
can companies doing business in South 
Africa disclose their histories, relations 
with workers and ties with the white 
minority government. 

Although only twelve major corpora
tions in which the church groups have 
investments are being asked to supply 
the information, it is known that there 
are over 300 American firms in South 
Africa. Those firms have a total invest
ment of over $1 billion and earn returns 
on that of 14-25 percent a year. It is 
estimated that in 1970 U.S. companies 
made more than $100 million profit in 
the land of apartheid, but the evidence 
so far has shown that such profit came at 
the cost of paying terribly low wages to 
African workers, maintaining racially 
segregated facilities, and reserving the 
best jobs for whites. 

Hopefully, the church organizations 
will have better luck getting information 
from the companies than did U.S. Con
gressman Charles Diggs ( D .-Mich.). In 
1971 Diggs sent a questionnaire to 250 
firms doing business in Southern Africa. 
Only thirty-five acknowledged receipt of 
the questionnaire, twenty-six sent general 
statements back, and only 18 responded 
to all the questions . Diggs will reintro
duce legislation in this Congress requir
ing U.S. companies with South African 
subsidiaries to apply fair employment 
practices in South Africa before they 
can qualify for U.S. government con
tracts anywhere in the world. Diggs's bill 
never got a hearing last year but may 
do better in the new Congress. 

The inescapable logic of this activity 
in the Congress and by church groups 
is summed up by the statement of Dr. 
Gene Bartlett, president of the American 
Baptist Churches : "If our corporations 
make some of the highest profits in the 
world while doing business there, and 
we as institutional investors benefit from 
those profits, we then directly profit 
from apartheid." 

The economics on which that profit is 
based is painfully clear even if not suffi
ciently well known. The black South 
African has a standard of living roughly 
between one-fifth and one-eighth of the 
urban white. Starting pay, for example, 
for Africans at Chrysler's Capetown 

plant is $75 a month, but the minimum 
1 vel for subsistence is $170 a month. 
American businessmen often argue that 
efforts to curtail foreign investment in 
South Africa will hurt the African more 
than the white man. Insofar as the Afri
can is on the brink of starvation and 
needs only a slight push to go over the 
brink that may be true. But all evidence 
so far indicates that increased invest
ment has only widened the gap between 
the Africans and the Europeans, and the 
position of blacks has definitely worsened 
in such industries as mining. In 1970 the 
average wage to white miners was the 
equivalent of $540 a month, to black 
miners it was $25 a month. 

The corporations being asked to tell 
it all on South Africa include the Cater
pillar Tractor Company, Chrysler, East
man Kodak, First National City Bank, 
General Electric, IBM, IT & T, Minne
sota Mining and Manufacturing, Texaco, 
and Xerox. One corporation, Burroughs, 
has already agreed to provide the infor
mation. IBM, which probably pays the 
highest wages to Africans of the U.S. 
firms , has agreed that its report last year 
was "inadequate." 

In addition to the National Council of 
Churches and the American Baptist 
Churches, the organizations filing stock
holder resolutions asking for the dis
closures are units of the United Presby
terian, United Methodist, Protestant 
Episcopal, and Unitanan Universalist. 

Apart from the few remaining chan
nels for humanitarian aid and the one 
important channel of prayer this exercise 
by the Churches of their economic 
"muscle" may be the only option remain
ing to Western Christians who want to 
do something positive about an area of 
the world where prospects for reconcilia
tion become bleaker year by year. 

Boston Revisited 
In the spring and fall of 1969, when 

the Board of Missions of The United 
Methodist Church allocated $1.3 million 
for black economic empowerment, many 
angry church members felt that the 
board had knuckled under to extortion. 
For a long time the rumor persisted that 
the board had given money to James 
Forman, and staff and managers were at 
pains to explain that "not one cent" 
went to the black militant. The recip
ients were not hell-raising outsiders at 

all, but groups like the Interreligious 
Foundation for Community Organiza
tion, ethnic caucuses of the church, the 
new Africa affairs office of the board, 
and five black colleges related to the 
board. 

One of the little-known grants was 
$150,000 to Clark College, black school 
in Atlanta, the city "too busy to hate," 
for research and development for a mass 
communications center. ot too long ago 
some representatives from the school 
came back to the Board to say thank you 
and tell how the money had been spent. 
That $150,000, they explained, made 
possible the initial planning, hiring of 
staff and purchase of equipment, and 
provided the endorsement of the center 
necessary for securing additional financ
ing. Since then, broadcasting stations 
and key foundations have given Clark 
enthusiastic support. The next phase is 
construction of a building to house the 
mass communications center. Clark has 
launched a $15 million campaign. 

When completed, the center will be 
the only mass communications facility in 
Atlanta and the only facility of its kind 
in a black college. 

Even before the ground is broken for 
a building, some 200 students are cur
rently enrolled in courses and intern
ships in conjunction with Atlanta broad
casting stations. 

Charles Hobson, the award-winning 
producer of the TV program, "Like It 
Is ," who is overseeing the development 
of the mass communications center, says 
that blacks have always been intimi
dated by the media. Students can hardly 
believe their good fortune in being able 
to enter the communications field. 

Only within the last few years have 
the media begun to redress their historic 
neglect of blacks. The number of blacks 
employed in the communications media 
is still woefully small. According to re
cent surveys, there are no black-owned 
TV stations and only about 20 black
controlled radio stations in the country. 
Blacks hold only two percent of the offi
cial and manager slots in television. Of 
1,219 news executives studied at daily 
publications, five were black. 

The media are under pressure to in
crease black involvement and present a 
more accurate picture of black life and 
history. Clark's mass communications 
center will go a long way toward 
shaping a new image and future. 
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Christian Trends in the Middle East -

In addition to the Orthodox 
Churches and the Coptic Church 

of Egypt there are many less 
well -known Christian traditions 

in the Middle East- including 
the Chaldeans of Iraq , the Syrian 

Jacobites, the Maronites of 
Lebanon, the Armenian Churches, 

the tiny Protestant commu
nities, and others. Altogether 

they number nearly nine mil 
lion Christians, but they are a 

minority in an Islamic culture. 
What is their future? 

~·~~- - --

By Carnegie Samue l Ca lian 
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Do Christ ians l 1ave a future in the 
Middle Eas t? This question has been 
frequently asked si nce the death of 
Ecumeni ca l Patri arch A thenago ras I 
on July 7, 1972. The end o f w orld re
nowned Athenagoras' reign call s fo r 
reflection and reassessment o f the 
current status of Chri stians in thi s 
region o f the w o rld . 

The election o f Athenagoras' suc
cessor, Dimitrios I, to the patriarchal 
throne reminded Chri stians in the 
Middle East once again of their mi 
nority status w ithin an Islamic en
vironment. Two candidates for the 
position- Archbi shop lakovos of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in North 
and South America and Meliton, 
Metropolitan of Chalcedon and 
dean of the Holy Synod-were ruled 
unacceptable to the Turkish authori 
ties. They were vetoed for po litical 
rather than religious consideration s, 
but the action nevertheless high
lighted the alien context in which 
Christians find themselves in Turkey 
and throughout the Middle East. 

Dimitrios I is well aware of hi s 
situation. In his enthronement ad
dress he pledged his loyalty to the 
state, to Christian unity and signifi
cantly added , " We shall not relin
quish our obligation to institute dia
logues, first with Islam and then with 
other major monotheistic religions." 
Beyond the rhetoric of the moment 
lies, I believe, the beginning of a 
new epoch of explorations between 
Christians and non-Christians, not 
only in the M iddle East but through
out today's global island. 

Before thi s kind of dialogue ca n 
be su ffi cientl y practical among the 
people of the Middle East, Chri stian 
churches in the Middle East mu st 
make more decisive strides from 
their present ecumeni cal stalemate 
and suspicion of each other. Recent 
signs of change include parti cipation 
of the an cient churches in the Nea r 

Eas t Counci l of Churches and grow
ing uni ty among the ancient 
churches themselves as fo und in 
thei r ga thering at the new School of 
Theo logy at Ba lamand in Lebanon 
in M arch, 1972. In addition to these 
developm ents, there have al ready 
been experi ences of cooperation in 
aiding refugees, the Week of Chri s
ti an Unity and smaller ad hoc proj
ects, bu t ecclesiastica lly there has 
been very li ttle adh esion among the 
m ajor tradi tions. For all p ract ica l in
tents, the church trad iti ons (Protes
tant, Catho li c and O rthodox) co n
tinue to li ve today in iso lation fro m 
one another. 

If Protestantism Disappeared . . . 

To test out the above observation, 
on several occas ions in co nversa
tions w ith representatives from var i
ous churches w ithin O rthodoxy, I 
asked if they could envision an ef
fective Chri sti an w itness in the 
Middle Eas t without a Protestant 
presence. If Protestant ism shou ld 
disappear, w ould it be missed ? The 
small number of Protestants it was 
fe lt shouid return " home" - to the 
ancient churches of their fo re fathers. 
They admitted that the Pro tes tant 
w i tness, associated for we ll over a 
century w ith the m1 ss1onary move
ment, had made many wo rthw hil e 
contributions in educa tion, medi
cine, social we lfare, Chri stian nur
ture, etc. These O rthodox church
men were quite w ilJing to acknowl
edge their own indebtedness to 
Protestant-sponsored instituti ons. 
However the time has now come, 
felt these O rthodox spokesmen, to 
rediscover the bes t in our ancient 
traditi ons and to inco rpo rate lessons 
lea rned from Pro testantism. Fo r 
many O rthodox, current Pro testant
ism no longer appea rs as the refo rm 
ing church-she seems rather de
fensive and pro tecti ve of her past 

gai ns which are today desperately in 
need of renewal. For the educated 
and ecumenica ll y oriented Ortho
dox, Protestantism in its present 
form is no longer an attractive or 
challenging model of Christian pres
ence. 

It is necessa ry to balance this 
O rthodox observation of the Protes
tant presence, by viewing the situa
tion from the Protestant side. No 
doubt most Protestants see them
se lves as a minority group within a 
minority. That is to say, within a 
largely Islamic context, the Ortho
dox Chri stians are the largest single 
m inority group and Protestants are 
genera lly a sma ll minority among the 
Christ ian numbers. 

Obvious ly, this affects the outlook 
of Protestants concerning their rela
tio nships with the ancient Eastern 
churches. The Midd le East is one 
area of the world where people are 
sti ll recognized governmenta lly by 
their ethni c-re lig ious identity, even 
though in practice some may have 
lost th is identity through marriage 
or secu larization . This means that 
only major ethnic-religious identities 
are recogni zed officially- namely, 
the seve ra l Orthodox traditions
Armenian s, Copts, Assyrians, etc. 
Protestants see themselves po liti ca lly 
in.significant, heightening feeli ngs of 
insecurity and defensiveness. 

The security w hich indigenous 
Protestants once enjoyed through 
the mi ss iona ry movement has largely 
exhausted itse lf in today's ecu meni
ca l climate. In fact, there is disil
lusionment and disappointment 
among the national Protestants w ho 
feel that m ission executives some
times treat them like " pawns" in an 
" ecumenical chess-game." 

Fo r some nationals, the greatest 
prosperity experienced by the fl edg-
1 ing Protestant churches was seen 
du ring the day of traditional mis-

[61] 9 
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sionary support before ecumenism 
came along to complicate matters. It 
is easy to say that these indigenous 
Protestant communities must come 
of age, must free themselves from 
foreign leadership and economic de
pendence. It is, of co urse, more dif
ficult to implement this policy. We 
may be in the age of " fraternal work
ers," but the popular conception of 
" missionary" is still employed by na
tionals and governments which 
grant resident visas to fraternal 
workers. The main difference is that 
the new "ecumenical missionary" 
doesn' t behave as did his fore
fathers. Thus whenever the fraternal 
worker (with his economic depen
dence still coming from abroad) sets 
out to influence directly or indirectly 
the insecure Protesta.nt national to
ward an ecumencial posture with 
non-Protestant Christians the " ecu
menical missionary" is looked upon 
with suspicion, even mistrust. The 
outcome is usually a sta lemate in 
witness and in relations, with result
ing defensive and declining Prot
estantism in the Middle East. 

Orthodoxy Between Image and 
Reality 

The Orthodox traditions in the 
Middle East within today's suppor
tive ecumenical context have the 
opportunity to realize again the 
" golden periods" in their respective 
traditions. The image which ecu
menically oriented Orthodox would 
like to project today, however, is at 
times a marked contrast from the 
actual realit ies. There is a gap today 
between Orthodoxy's image which 
ecumenical enthusiasts at time attri
bute to her uncritically and Ortho
dox realities as found in practice. 
Orthodoxy's stalemate ecumenically 
in the Middle East ca n be attributed 
to certain deficiencies which realisti 
cally give her an inferior stance 
despite her generally superior num
bers in contrast to Protestants and 
Eastern Catholics. · 

In rea lity Orthodoxy is suffe ring 
from (1) lim ited leadership. Too few 
qualified churchmen with chari s
matic insight are found among the 
clergy and active laity; therefore 
those in positions of responsibi lity 
are overworked mentally, emotion
ally and physical ly. (2) limited edu-
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cation results in ecclesiastica l and 
bib lical illiteracy among the yo uth 
and adults. Orthodox followers have 
a nostalgic longing for the past, but 
are largely uninformed concern ing 
that past. The ensui ng superstitions 
create doubts among the more so
phisticated and educated upon 
whom rests the future of Ortho
doxy's witness in the modern world. 
(3) Ethnic boundaries, that is nation
alistic identity, among the Orthodox 
also curtai ls strength. While positive
ly such identification points to com
munity, negatively there are barriers 
among the different Christian na
tionalistic groups causi ng minimum 
communication. Instead of sharing, 
there are seri es of protective con
claves that harbor suspicion among 
fellow O rthodox of differing nation
al origins. 

In addition to the above realities, 
Orthodoxy has projected or has in
advertently been encouraged to 
project an image that she is poor 
financially. Of co urse, thi s is very 
evident in some quarters of the 
Middle East. Generally, however, 
Orthodox churches are financially 
superior to the indigenous Prot
estant churches and potentially 
through its laity have access to more 
wealth than is normally acknowl
edged. I am not suggesti ng that there 
is not financial need among the 
Orthodox, but rather for the sake of 
a healthy and renewed Orthodoxy 
al l future ecumenically sponso red 
funds should be offered on some 
kind of matching basis. Furthermore, 
I suggested to the hierarch of one 
Eastern church, that he should take 
the initiative and offer as a gesture 
of ecumenical concern funds to a 
Protestant church in its area in 
greater need. Frankly, this is at least 
one tangible way to illustrate to 
some Protestants that Orthodoxy is 
desirous of maintaining good will 
and a pluralistic Christian presence 
in the Middle East. 

Finally, we must be mindful that 
Orthodoxy's present image is influ
enced strongl y by the Islamic con
text and Israel conflict in which 
these chu rches find themselves. Both 
religiously and politically, Orthodox 
Christians are captives to these two 
contemporary co ntexts which influ
ence both her external statements 

and internal behavior. In addition, 
there is the global political reality 
that the Middle East is caught in the 
polarization of the superpowers, the 
Soviet Union and the United States ; 
this situati on has its own mini -reper
cussions among the several Ortho
dox churches. Any eval uation of 
Orthodoxy's contemporary image 
must consider the overall religious 
and political complexities of her en
vironment. 

Thus far my observations suggest 
that Orthodox and Protestant 
churches in the Middle East, each for 
its own reasons, have contributed to 
the ecumenical sta lemate in this 
region of the world. I have not men
tioned the Eastern Catholics 
(Uniates), since their relation to the 
Orthodox rai ses a host of problems 
that should be treated at another 
time. Both Orthodox and Protes tants 
can benefit from the disciplined ap
proach that most Eastern Catholics 
practice as they go about their tasks. 
Communication with Eastern Catho
li cs at times is easier for Protestants 
due to their common Western orien
tation and education, but the pres
ence of Eastern Rite Catholics is a 
problem for the Orthodox. Hope
fully, the future will bring better rela
tions than those experienced in the 
past. It may be wise to discuss the 
contribution of Eastern Catholics 
and their identity at an ecumenical 
gathering in the near future . Such a 
conference will improve communica
tion among all the traditions and 
may lead Protestants, Orthodox and 
Catholics from their present impasse. 

From Impasse to Creative Dialogue 

looking to the future, Christians 
in the Middle East certainly have the 
possibility and the potential to break 
out of the present stalemate into 
creative and fresh avenues of co
operation and witness. Today, the 
ecumenica l movement is only on the 
threshold of being associated less as 
a Western phenomenon which pre
occupies only Protestants and Cath-

Or. Calian is Professor of Theology at 
the University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary and author of Icon and Pulpit, 
a study of the Protestant-Orthodox 
encounter. His most recent book is 
Grace, Guts and Goods, published by 
Thomas Nelson , In c. 
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olics. Of course, the Orthodox mem
bership in the World Council of 
Churches is fo rmidable, but prac
tically speaking most Orthodox 
churches are preoccupied with their 
own priorities-namely, their na
tion al istic ide11t ity and their ecclesi
astica l autonomy and jurisdiction. 
The impact of Orthodox participa
tion ecumenically has yet to be felt 
strongly. 

Severa l suggestions can be made 
to aid the transition toward a more 
effective Christian presence in the 
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Middle East. First, effo rts should be 
made to recruit personnel w ithin the 
respect ive Orthodox chu rches, who 
ca n effective ly facilitate the admin 
istrative responsibiliti es w hich rest 
too heavily upon the bishops. At pres
ent, admin istrati ve cho res leave littl e 
time to bishops for refl ection and 
in it iati ve in new ventures of church 
renewa l. Trained admini st rat ive as
sistance would not diminish the 
bi shop's author i ty but free him to 
assert his authority more creatively 
upon hi s peop le. 

Second, i f the various traditions 
are to break down barrie rs which 
sepa rate them, se lected churchmen 
from each church sho uld be invited 
into other traditions fo r a period of 
residence and se rvice. Such an envoy 
w ill return to hi s home church with 
a deeper understanding and ap
p reciation of the co nce rns and 
needs in his neighbor's church. His 
interpreta tion to hi s own peopl e 
will ca rry a greater note of accuracy, 
and develop mo re meaningful rela 
tionships. Such a program w ill help 



implement the goal of Christian unity 
advocated by Ecumeni cal Patria rch 
Dimitrios I in hi s enthronement ad
dress. 

M any Orthodox fea r the ecumen
ical movement as a threat to their 
identity. A common deposit of ex
peri ence based upon such exchanges 
should actually support rather than 
hinder Christian pluralism. A lso, in 
thi s co nnection , miss ionary organiz
ations should consider sending rep
resentatives for depth rela tionships 
with si ngle nationalisti c Orthodox 
churches. Such an experience might 
we ll further fraternal relations far 
more significantly than frequent ecu
menical gatherin gs where tea and 
coo kies are offe red . Identification in 
depth with an Orthodox church im
plies learning the native language as 
we ll as the doctrines of that church. 
Saturation within that tradition and 
interpretation to one's " home" 
church wou ld hopefully lead church
men from suspicious relations to 
genuine commitment toward each 
other. 

Third, the churches in the Middle 
East should meet and discuss the im
pact of Islam and secularism upon 
their common lives. All Middle East
ern Christians live within a secular 
and Islamic cu lture. What are the 
inherent problems and poss ibilities 
within this kind of world? Orthodoxy, 
for its part, knows that tradition is 

sustained by more than creeds. 
Orthodoxy is a culture as we ll , a cul 
ture which literally defends itse lf 
agai nst a competing secu lari zed 
Islam . In this co nfli ct of cultures, 
Orthodoxy's response has been large
ly subd ued, afraid even to whisper 
les t she jeopardize the deli ca te bal 
ance which has enab led her to exist 
fo r hundreds of yea rs. The Chri s
tians in the Middle East need per
sons withi n their ranks w ho can be 
co nversant with their Islamic neigh
bo rs. Eastern Christians ca n no 
longer affo rd to hide behind their 
wa ll s of separation ; they mu st 
emerge from their ghettos. Muslim
Chri st ian dialogue must become 
more than an academic conference 
involving a few persons. 

Related to thi s is the socia l and 
psychologica l probl em posed by 
Islamic converts to Chri stian i ty. Gen
erall y speaking, such converts are 
w ithout a home or a ch urch. Chri s
tians of long standing regard such 
co nverts with suspicion while Mus
lims rega rd them with contempt. The 
co nvert then f inds a lonely pilgrim
age in the Christian fa ith . Thi s prob
lem of rea l importance needs the 
advice and parti cipation of all tradi
tions. Inevitably, there may be a psy-· 
cho logica l need fo r a "church of 
converts" which is neither Protes
tant, Ca tholi c or Orthodox, but a 
unique indigenous ent ity which w ill 

work out its own destiny within a 
seculari zed Islamic cu lture. 

Last ly, if we are to make the tra n
sition from stalemate to renewed 
witness successfu lly, each tradition 
must co nfess anew that the prevai l
ing de fa cto theology practiced by 
each is se lf-interest. To preserve 
one's own heritage and hol d ings is 
both a b less ing and a curse. It is a 
b lessi ng in that identity and com
m un ity are estab l ished ; i t is a cu rse 
w hen it leads to questionable games 
of deceit among churchmen. Of 
co urse, a theo logy of se lf-interes t is 
not l imited to the Middle East; it is 
fo und wherever Christians are . 

Tomorrow's ecumeni ca l st rategy is 
to baptize constantly one's se lf-in
terest to the in te rests of Christ. As 
Bishop Khodr of the Greek O rthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch indicates, 
''Chri st is hidden eve rywhe re in the 
mystery of hi s lowliness. Any read
ing of religion s is a reading of 
Christ. " To acknowledge the pres
ence of Ch ri st i;1 an alien environ
ment is not easy, yet the possibility 
to do so is there when we are moti
vated by the Spirit to transcend our 
suspicions and se lf -interests. Yes, 
Christians do have a future in the 
Middle East ; however, this requires 
new bridges of understanding to be 
built not onl y among Christians and 
churches, but also with their more 
numerous Mus lim neighbo rs. • 

Left , Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, then World Council 
of Churches general sec
retary , greets His Holin ess 
Moran Mar Ignatius 
Yacub Ill, Syrian Ortho
dox Patriarch (with staff ). 
Also shown are the 
Syrian archbishops of 
Mos11l and Baghdad, on 
th e left and, on the right, 
Archbishop Mar Athana
sius of New Y ork and 
a W orld Coun cil staff 
member from th e Syrian 
Orthodox Church of India . 
Opposite page: the rich 
tradition of Christianity 
in the Middle East is in
dicated by the interior of 
the Monastery of St. 
Cath erine at the foot of 
Mt . Sinai containing 
h1mdreds of rare icon and 
otli er religious ob;ects. 
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The fir~t thing to say about " De
velopment in its World Context" is 
that it is essential to our understand
ing of the ecumeni ca l movement. As 
Pope Paul said in his encycli ca l 
Popu/orum Progressio, development 
is concerned with all men and with 
the whole man . To speak of a "world 
context" is not to refer to a geo
graphi ca l reality, but abou t the 
world of men. Now the world of 
men is a good trans lation of the 
Greek word oikoumene, from w hich 
ecumenical comes. It is the whole 
inhabited earth. The ecumenical 
movement is not concerned, as so 
many believe, just wi th the unity of 
the Church, but with the unity of 
mankind . Indeed, the unity of the 
ch urch is seen as a sign of and chal
lenge to the unity of mankind. 
Th erefore, the se lf-development of 
peopl e is central to the task of the 
ecumeni ca l movement. 

When we speak of the ecumenical 
movement, of the unity of the 
Church and the unity of mankind, 
we are dealing with the Gospel , 
God's action in histo ry as revealed 
and expounded by the prophets and 
above all by hi s Son Jesus Chri st and 
through the Holy Spi rit. W e are deal
ing wi th no less than the heart of 
the Chri stian fai th . The se lf-develop
ment of peop le be longs ri ght there 
- to the cen ter of the Gospel. 

The Oikoumene Is Good 

The Bibl e is quite clear that God 
created the world and ca lled it 
good. " The earth is the Lord 's and 
the fulness thereof, the world 
(o ikoumene) and they that dwell 
therein ." (Psa lm 24:1). And who is 
this Lord? He is the one who has 
revealed himself to be good, just, 
lovi ngly loya l, libera ting, promoting 
peace (goodwill in a shared li fe in 
community), and he demands that 
those made in hi s image be good, 
just, lovingly loyal , liberating and 
promoting peace. It is the prophets 
w ho fea rless ly assert who the Lord 
is and what his people ought to be 
and do. Th eir severest criti cism of 
the privil eged people of Israel is that 
they have rebelled against God in 
their acts of injustice, exploitation of 
others, in their alliances with ex
ploitative power states, in their 
prostitution of their faith , in their 
turning God into a festive masco t, 
who acts as an alibi , fillin g the gaps. 

The first great writi ng prophet Amos 
declaims : 

I hate, I despise your feasts, 
and I take no delight in your 

so lemn assemb li es. 
Even though you offe r me you r burnt 

offeri ngs and cerea l offe rin gs, 
I wi ll not accept them, 

and the peace offeri ngs of your 
fatted beas ts 

I wil l not look upon . 
Take away from me the noi se of 

yo ur songs; 
to the melody of your harps I wi ll 

not l isten. 
But let j usti ce ro ll down like waters, 

and ri ghteousness like an ever
fl owi ng stream. (5 :21-24) 

Prophet to the Nations 

Doing justi ce means being de
voted to steadfast love, which in 
turn means humble communion with 
God . They are one reality. And the 
prophets, in challenging Israel , speak 
to the nations. Jeremiah was ap
pointed to be a prophet to the na
tions : 
See, I have set you thi s day over 

nations and ove r kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant. (1 :10) 

The importan t point about thi s pas
sage is the assertion that the oikou
mene, the world of men and so
ciet ies, is not comp leted. No system, 
no empire, no community, no 
ideology is sacrosa nct. God's j udg
ment li es over all man's crea tions 
which are not " good." 

But th e prophets did not only 
criti cize and cha ll enge. They also 
pointed the way. Man is constantly 
being challenged to break out of his 
vicious circle of inbred se lfishness 
and to crea te new societies in wh ich 
swo rds are beaten into plowshares 
and spea rs into pruning hooks. The 
reli gious fa ith and practi ce which 
God demands is 
to loose the bond s of wickedness, 
to undo the thongs of th e yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

and to break every yoke. 
Is it not to sha re your bread with 

the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into 

yo ur house ; 
when yo u seek the naked , to cove r 

him, 
and not to hide yo urse l f from 

yo ur own fl esh? (Isaiah 58:6-7) 

Flesh for Others 

And God did not hide himself 
from hi s own flesh . He became fl esh 
in Jesus Christ, the man in flesh for 
others, the prophetic se rvant who 
defied al I the powers an d ido latri es 
of reli gious and imperial powers 
wi th his affi rmation in wo rd and act 
of the d ignity of the human person 
and of the centrali ty of outgo ing and 
se lf-giving love. The powers of this 
wor ld sought to destroy him, be
cause they saw in him the real revo
lutiona ry, w ho was offering a new 
creation, a new man, a new society. 
The cross and resurrection of Christ 
is the sign of true revolution , the 
remaki ng of men in justice and 
peace. Running right through the 
Gospel is this giving of flesh to the 
criti cism and the vision of the 
prophets. As a French w riter put it : 
" Man's hope is the flesh of God." 
Ri ghtly understood, resurrection 
means insurrection . The resurrection 
was God's th rowing dow n the 
~aunt l et to the opp ressive, destroy
ing powers of thi s wo rld , the up
holders of the status quo, the mili
tary industrial comp lexes, the ideo
logica l acrobats that they have no 
future. Death is th eir on ly fate. Life 
belongs to those who stand for and 
embody justice, love and peace. 
Therefore to have fa ith in the ri sen 
Christ is to become a revolutionary, 
an insurrectionist, to enter into the 
stru ggle for j ustice, love, truth and 
peace. When Martin Luther 
preached justification by faith and 
the freedom of the Christian man, 
he reckoned wi thout this revolu
tionary understanding which was 
dynamite for the feudalism of both 
Pope and prin ce. It w as the peasant 
preacher and leader, Thomas 
Mu nzer, who sa id : " Faith, in its 
origina l understanding, enables us 
to accompli sh the impossib le." 

Challenge of the Wesleys 

Again, the rigid and co rrupt pat
terns of the 18th century, which 
relegated God to the outskirts of life, 
were cha llenged by the W esleys 
w ho expe rienced God to be in the 
center of thei r I ives and of the I ives 

Philip Potter is the general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. Th is 
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of all men . So they were prepared 
to face ridicu le in combatting 
slavery, chi ld labor, injustices of 
every kind . For them faith meant 
that God enab led men to do the im
possible. One of Charles Wesley's 
hym ns, which we Methodists sing, 
asse rts: 
Father of Jesus Christ, my Lord, 

My Saviour and my Head, 
I trust in Thee, whose powerful word 

Hath raised Him from the dead. 

Faith, mighty fa ith, the promise sees, 
And looks to that alone; 

Laughs at impossibil ities, 
And cri es: I t shall be done! 

And th is faith is not just a spiritual 
rea lity, conce rned only with the soul. 
It is fai th in the God of the Prophets 
and of Jesus Christ and therefore 
fai th fo r revolutionary action in 
transforming the world and society 
that it may confo rm to God's pur
pose of good. To be a Bibli ca l Chris
tian is to be a revo lu tionary. 

I make no apo logies fo r this ex
ercise in Bib lica l preaching, for it is 
extremely relevant to our subject of 
the se lf-development of people. The 
fact is that w hen we look at the 
present situation of development aid 
and the relation between rich and 
poor nati ons and the rich and the 
poor wi thin nations, we are strongly 
tempted to despair. 

Failure of Aid 
The extraordinary thing is that 

over the past twenty-five yea rs 
three tremendous events have taken 
place which shou ld have made fo r 
change-the end of co loniali sm (ex
cept for some pockets here and 
there), the fantasti c increase in scien
tific and techno logica l knowledge, 
and the establishment of several 
socialist states on the M arxist model. 
Why then has deve lopment aid been 
such a fa ilure and what is to be 
done about it? 

Three comments can be made on 
w hy development aid has been a 
fai lure so fa r. First, there is the basic 
erro r that W estern civilization is the 
norm of development. Thi s is true 
w hether we speak of capitalism or 
socialism as at present practi ced by 
the European sociali st states. The 
poor nations and the poor in na
tions are compelled to accept aid 
in te rms of the norms set by the 
capita list and socialist states. Thi s is 
what the Prophets w ould have called 
ido latry, the making absolute and 
fi nal w hat is in fact the work of man 
in a given point in hi story. They 
would have gone further and con
demned it outri ght becau se, fa r from 
be ing the vehicle of God's purpose 
fo r man, these systems and ide
ologies ali enate, oppress and stifle 
the creative energies of man as man . 
Api ng or being forced to ape others 

is ce rta inly not human. 

Dualism of East and West 

Secondly, dualism is inherent in 
soci eti es wh ether of the West or of 
the East. Thi s is a dualism which ex
presses itse lf in the rul ers and the 
rul ed, the bosses and the workers, 
those w ho know and those who 
learn . The structures of education, of 
business, of industry and of govern
ment are based on this dualism. In 
W estern society, the whole educa
tional system prepares the small mi
nority of those who will direct and 
the large majority which will be di
rected . Thi s makes for a profound 
ali enation within society, and leaves 
the power in the status quo. The 
same is true in socialist states which 
were supposed to reverse this vi
cious process. But in turning the old 
system upside down into the dicta
torship of the proletariat, it also 
created a party apparatus which 
alone could decide for the people. 
Any deviation from this sacred lead
ership is immediately punished, as 
was seen in Czechoslovakia in 1968. 
Thi s priestly caste of both the West 
and the East is the prime practitioner 
of the idolatry of the system, 
whether of capitalism or of social
ism. Alas, the leaders in the poor 
countries of the world belong to or 
create the same priestly caste with 
the disastrous results we see around 
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us. It is interesting to note that the 
one industry which has developed 
in the poor countries is the vast ad
ministrative and military machine. 
Another fact of history is that so far 
no revolution has brought the people 
really to power ; always some class 
or power elite, which manipulates 
the rest, even with so-ca lled demo
cra ti c elections. 

Cult of Scientism 

Thirdly, science as a method of 
dealing with reality has become 
scientism, cult about facts and 
what is given. When one read s a 
book like " Future Shock" for ex
ample, one has the impression by 
the very repetitiousness of the book 
that the issue is not how a situation 
can be changed, but rather that that 
is what it is and we must adjust our
selves to it. Those new animals
futurologists-seem more to tell us 
what is happening and what will 
happen, than in assisting us to dis
cern what decisions should be taken 
to change the course of things. Now 
the real character and significance 
of science is precisely the refu sa l 
merely to observe things as they are, 
but to create theories (visions), 
hypotheses and testing them out ex
perimentally and not resting in given 
realities, but creating new realities . 
Science, in its true sense, is hope in 
action . It is revolutionary . It is the 
most powerful tool man has to 
change reality as a co-worker with 
God for good. And yet, it is being very 
largely used to maintain and extend 
the power of present systems and 
structures of society which alienate 
man. This is scientism, an opium for 
the people, as evidenced by the 
massive use of the media, in forcing 
people to want more and more. 

Containing Communism 

I need not go into the usual analy
sis of the military and strategic in
terests which underlie aid, except to 
point out that American aid policy 
is dominated by its foreign policy 
of containing communism. For ex
ample, when Stalin was bringing 
pressure on Yugoslavia, the U.S. gov
ernment poured more aid into that 
country than it contributed to the 
whole of Latin America. Similarly 
South Korea, Taiwan and the Philip
pines receive half of American aid to 
all countries. But this is only an il
lustration of the idolatry, the cult of 

capita li sm and of the American way 
of life. The European countries prac
ti ce the same policies. For exampl e, 
the involvement of the European 
Economic Community (with their 
allies like Britain and Switzerland) in 
considerable investments in Africa, 
and pa rti cularly racist Southern Af
ri ca. But the matte r is made more 
demonic by the fact that the EEC is 
more or less the economic arm of 
NATO, which for strategic reasons
the argument that the USSR is in
creasing its presence in the Ind ian 
Ocean- -is giving support to these 
racist regimes, while making vast 
profits through the sa le of arms and 
through investments. 

When, therefore, we add these 
economic, strategic and military 
manifestat ions of nat ional and sec
tional se lf-interest to the three majo r 
points I have made, you can imagine 
w hat a daunting task we have befo re 
us. Th e question must therefore be 
faced : What is to be done? 

Choice for Christians 

My conviction is that as Christians 
we are not allowed to accept this 
state of affairs . To believe in Christ 
cru cified and ri sen and to allow our
se lves to be led by the Holy Spirit, 
is to be engaged in breaking through 
the past and present, and inventing 
the future, creating new things, par
ticipating in God's wo rk of creation. 
Man is st i ll in the making. He and 
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his creations can and must be 
changed fo r a richer, more creative, 
more just life. O ur faith is a call to 
revol ution, the radical change of 
st ru ctures, consciences and culture. 
Our choice is not between main
ta in ing o rder o r making revolution, 
but between destru ctive and crea
tive revolution . And Chri stians are 
by their very existence called to 
w ork for creative revolution . What 
does this entail ? 

First, there must be a radical ques
tioning of the values and ends of our 
present systems, which have become 
sacred cows. I have already shown 
that our Biblical faith gives us the 
criterion and the perspectives with 
which we must do so. The Christian 
is ca lled, moreover, to be an active 
promoter of utopia-i.e. we are not 
enslaved to the here, but we look 
forward to the there,. the transcend
ent in the midst of time. That is our 
faith , a faith which is committed to 
God's future, to the new Jerusalem 
w here all peoples bring their riches 
into the open city for the benefit 
and use of all. Our theology, our 
teaching, our worship, our life to
gether in the Christian community 
should be impregnated with this 
basic tenet of our faith that we are 
God's coworkers in accomplishing 
his future for mankind. 

Tackle Consciences 

Secondly, if we are to have this 
habit of mind, then we must tackle 
the consciences of people. Our Latin 
American friends call th is conscien
tization . This is the process by which 
the dualism of which I spoke earlier 
is challenged and tackled . What is 
called education for self-develop
ment is not something special , or a 
technique. It is an essential part of 
men's lives. Development aid should 
give priority to projects which pro
mote participatory education, which 
enable people to establish their own 
goals and discover how to meet 
them with the available knowl
edge, which encourage the people 
to organize themselves and play 
their full part in decision-making in 
agri cultural or industrial production. 
This is no less than a plea for the 
Christian community of giving and 
receiving which we so often speak 
about, but do so little about. Indeed, 
the churches' participation in the 
se lf-development of people will 
only become meaningful when our 
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hierarchical , bureaucratic structures 
are broken down and the people of 
God participate fully in the total life 
of the Church . This has implications 
for the ministry and leadership in 
the Church, for Christian education 
and al so theological education, and 
for the ways in which church coun
cils and committees are run . They 
too often reflect and reinforce the 
corrupt systems of our societies. 
Conscientization, or awareness, must 

begin in the house of God. 

Revolution in Culture 

Thirdly, there must be a revolu
tion in our culture, our whole style 
of life. All over the world, the forces 
which are working against change 
spend their energies defending their 
existing cultures in ways which en
sure that nothing really new comes 
into being. While they patronize the 
development of empirical know!-
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edge through science and tech
nology, they prefer · to cultivate the 
past and to foster self-glorying pro
paganda, than to foster the free, 
creative spirit of people. In this re
gard, it is significant and even tragic 
that while the poor nations are busy 
either embracing or being forced to 
embrace the static, oppressive sys
tems of the affluent world, those in 
the affluent world who are now con
scious of the barrenness of their cul
ture and society are learning so 
much from Asia, Africa, Black Amer
ica and Latin America whose cul
tures have emphasized the immedi
ate, the senses, the imagination. 

We are in the very center of what 
the Christian faith is about. Abun
dant life is life which is expressed in 
the fulness of body, mind and spirit. 
It has been one of the oppressive 
features of Church history that there 
has been a dualism of spirit and 
body. You ca n well understand why 
the Church has been such an ally 
of the status quo. The Christian mis
sion was co nceived as saving peo
ple's soul s, and giving them a sense 
of shame about their bodies. No 
wonder people co uld exploit their 

bodies with impunity. God came 
into the world in the flesh of Christ 
to break down their dualism, and 
to free us to be ourselves and to be 
for each other. It is only in this way 
that we can truly speak of sharing all 
things with one another in a sacra
ment of thanksgiving. 

It therefore seems to me that our 
participation in the self-develop
ment of people should give special 
emphasis to the revolution of our 
cultures to make them more human 
and more universal in their scope. 

We have to tackle the problem of 
development at its source. If we do 
that, then the issue is not the amount 
of money and expertise we have to 
hand out, but the prophetic fire and 
depth we can command and com
municate to ask new questions and 
summon people to take their destiny 
in their own hands together as co
workers with God. That is what I 
believe the ecumenical movement 
stands for. That is how I conceive 
my work in the World Council of 
Churches. That is what I covet for 
you in your participation in the 
struggle for the self-development of 
people. • 
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for more than a century black ed
ucational institutions have been 
totally committed to the develop
ment of black people. Most of the 
surviving schools are remnants of 
the response of the Church and a 
small number of concerned persons 
to the plight of the black man, free 
and freed slave, immediately after 
the Civil War. The numerous sma ll 
day schools that sprang up by 
churches, in villages, towns and re
mote rural areas, especially in the 
Southeast, where the greatest co n
centration of freed slaves was to be 
found, were the foundation stones 
of current black educational institu
tions. 

The flickering torch of education 
even then was threatened by inade
quate budgets, hostile communities, 
destruction by the firebrand of al
ready woefully inadequate physical 
plants, the deluge of seemingly end
less numbers of persons searching 
for a better life through "schooling" 
-most of them destitute refugees. In 
reading the history of so many of 
the schools, one becomes keenly 
aware that everyone came, babes in 
arms to stooped gray-haired elders, 
regardless of credentials or previous 
experience; in general, all were ac
cepted and taught. When viewed in 
the context of history, the track rec
ord of black institutions is without a 
doubt one of the glorious pages in 
American educational history. 

Keeping in mind the legacy of in
adequate funding from private and 
public coffers that stunted educa
tional growth and development, 
forced the acceptance of salary 
sca les far below levels in neighbor
ing institutions and discouraged in
novation, these remnants of the past 
remarkably have emerged with a 
capacity and willingness to respond 
again to the challenges and needs 
of the black American in the last half 
of the twentieth century. 

There is a place for the predomi
nantly black educational institution 
in America's pluralistic society. 
Along with the black church, it is the 
remaining distinctive visible black 
effort in the development of Ameri
can society and it should be pre
served . There is a feeling, almost un-

Dr. Adair is coordinator of education 
strategy for The United Presbyterian 
Church . 

consc ious, that if a college is black, 
it is inferior and different. But with 
the infusion of sufficient financial 
support, the black college could 
make a vital contribution to our 
plurali stic society. 

Slavery and its aftermath so de
based the black person that psycho
logically many blacks need the 
supportive structure of the predomi
nantly black institution. Staff, life
style, cu ltural milieu and historical 
orientation can reinforce positive 
se lf- images and provide models for 
identification and aspiration-raising. 
In this time of black awareness, it is 
important to know oneself before 
one can relate to others. 

Integration, which many people 
assume spell s the end of black 
schoo ls, has meant a loss of black 
staffs and identity. How many black 
presidents of white schoo ls are there? 
During the period of integration, 
31 ,000 black elementary schoo l 
teachers alone have been displaced 
-and that is a tremendous economic 
loss as well. There is no reason why 
integration cannot occur " the other 
way" -black to white-and in fact, 
many of the 12 black co lleges re
lated to The United Methodist 
Church and the five related to The 
United Presbyterian Church have 
sizable white. enrollments and facul
ties. 

Black institutions are also natural 
repositories of the cultural heritage 
of the black or Afro-American, a 
heritage long neglected or dis
counted : the music, drama, folklore, 
dance, patterns of relationships that 
emerged in the parallel framework 
of a Jim-Crow society, contributions 
of countless heroes and heroines, 
the coping abilities-as yet unrecog
nized- that guaranteed survival in 
spite of seemingly insurmountable 
frustrations. 

The history of the black college 
reveals a marked degree of success 
in educati ng the non-traditional type 
of student. Masses of learners are 
today experiencing the phrase that 
was for a long time simply rhetoric, 
" Education is a lifelong process." 
The traditional 18- to 24-year-old 
co llege student is being joined by 
women of all ages, returning veter
ans, persons needi ng to learn new 
careers, the o lder college student 
who returns after taking leave from 
the academic scene for a breather or 

Viewed in the context of history, 
the track record of black in
stitutions is one of the glorious 
pages in American educational 
history. 



work experi ence, the workin g stu 
dent for whom dwindling scholar
ship funds are not availabl e, th e 
ac tivi st stud ent who demands th at 
wo rk and study re inforce each other 
and that education be appli cable to 
the festering ill s of soci ety. 

The black college, w ith its experi 
ence in edu cating non-traditional stu
dents, could be of great value in 
reaching millions of the poor and 
ethni c minorities, who need educa
tion to survive as productive citi
zens. According to the 1970 census, 
only 5.7 percent of b lack Am eri cans 
have attended college. The period 
of post high school education is just 
beginning for many blacks. The 
black college can also serve other 
neglected groups in society, su ch 
as the elderly, who recognize that 
leisure is more than the planned 
program of the well -meaning com
munity center, and who welcome 
the opportu nity for new educational 
experiences and the sharing of their 
own wisdom and life experiences. 

Black co ll eges, because of his
toric ties to churches and common 
bonds among themselves, could de
velop new responses to current edu
cational and societal problems if 
they act togeth er. For example, the 
f ive black colleges related to The 
United Presbyterian Church could 
develop common admission and 

graduati on requirements, share staffs 
and faciliti es and fund-raising pro
grams; each could speciali ze in cer
tain courses availabl e to students in 
the brother or sister schoo ls. They 
m ight work w ith each other or w ith 
o ther black coll eges in their areas. 
As single, compet ing institutions, 
few have th e resources to attract and 
hold increasingly mobile, demand
ing student populations. But as edu
ca ti onal con sortia or comp lexes o r 
regional universities, black co ll eges 
could support a variety of imagina
tive activities. 

Perhaps the most signi ficant con
tribution the black college can make 
is in the development of education 
programs relevant to the needs of 
the contemporary black community 
for the de! ivery of health se rvi ces, 
adequate educational opportu nities 
for persons of all ages, adequate 
housing and paved, well- lit, ga rbage
free streets ; and a fina ncial base that 
wou ld pe rmi t the movement of mi
nority groups into the mainstream 
of the community's life. The need is 
great for institutions servi ng b lack 
people to begin to deal w ith the re
forms needed in community and so
cial welfare agencies and to provide 
the knowhow necessary to use the 
political power inherent in any com
munity. 

The goal should be more than the 

granting of degrees. Black co lleges 
must instill in students the knowl
edge, ski ll s and attitudes necessa ry 
to solve problems on and off the job 
throughout life. Much of the lea rn
ing process wi ll move the students 
off the campus and into the com
munity. 

Assessing then the needs and op
portunities presented by the poor 
and the dispossessed, the black col
lege is in a strategic position to 
mobilize its forces and respond by 
seek ing more flexible curricula and 
staffing patterns and by becoming 
close ly related to other co ll eges on 
a regional network basis. The re
sponse must include creating pro
grams that are close to the needs of 
people and providing services and 
training staff to provide such ser
vices. Th e response w ill also be evi
dent in the deve lopment of reposi
tories of heritage as well as centers 
for the fu lfillment of the unex
pressed creative potential of learners 
of all ages. By utilizing the historic, 
psycho logical and socio logical ad
vantages that have accrued to black 
institut ions, they can meet the pecu
liar needs of the many millions of 
learners who are still without access 
to vital higher educational oppor
tunities. 

Fo r many, the black college is an 
answe r. • 

Most black colleges are remnants of the response of the Church and other concerned persons to the plight of the black man, free 
and freed slave, afrer the Civil War. They have offered academic and vocational training to students w ith varied educational 
backgrounds. Below, at right, a teacher at United Methodist-related Bethun e-Cookman College in Daytona Beach, Florida dis
plays college-grown carrots in this decades-old photograph. 
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Harry E. Jenkins 
and Yale Mandel 

After the Civil War illiterate former 
slaves were suddenly expected to take 
on the duties of full citizenship. One 
of the few organizations that under
took to educate them was the Freed
men's Aid Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which founded 
dozens of elementary and high schools 
for blacks in the South. In 1873 the 
Society established Wiley College in 
Marshall, Texas, named for the So
ciety's president, the Rev. Isaac W . 
Wiley, medical missionary educator 
and the first black American Method
ist bishop. This is the centennial year 
of Wiley, one of 12 black colleges af
filiated with The United Methodist 
Church. 

Wiley's president, Dr. Robert E. 
Hayes, Sr., himself one of Wiley's more 
than 5,000 graduates, sees the cen
tral purpose of the black college to
day as "reaching into the black com
munities of America to arouse the 
latent enthusiasm and potential lying 
dormant in blacks who have been 
victims of injustice through the years." 

But development of the potential of 
blacks does not imply black separat-
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Historic bell tower has summoned \Viley students to 
tower will replace it this yea r. 
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ism, Dr. Hayes is quick to say. "Our 
philosophy is that you can be black 
and still be American," he says. 'Tm 
a New Testament scholar and I don't 
find anything in the New Testament 
that says we have to stand alone. 

early half our faculty is white." 

Community Programs 

As it has done since its earliest 
years, when it taught everything from 
the three R's to routine skills and 
crafts to college-level courses, Wiley 
provides the community a variety of 
educational and service programs. 

Last summer Wiley conducted an 
in-service training course for 40 rural 
school teachers from Texas, Louisiana, 
South Carolina, Arkansas and Ala
bama. Many of them were teaching in 
newly integrated schools; some had 
been transferred to other schools and 
a few had lost their jobs with integra
tion. The rural education project, fi
nanced by a grant from the United 
States Office of Education, considered 
school-community relations, emotional 
difficulties of students, mental retarda
tion and special learning problems of 
rural youth. Wiley staff and consul
tants maintained that the rural teacher 
often lacks supportive school services 
that his urban counterpart enjoys and 
consequently must be simultaneously 
educational counselor, social worker 
and learning disability diagnostician. 

The teachers developed a question
naire to learn what the people of the 
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surrounding East Texas 
their public schools to provide-an 
exercise in curriculum planning which 
incidentally enhanced the image of 
Wiley College in the local commu
nity. 

Health Tests 

Other community programs the col
lege has offered include testing for 
venereal disease and sickle cell ane
mia. Recently Wiley held a "Black 
Expo" featuring the works of commu
nity artists. 

Community service is nothing new 
a t Wiley. When the Freedmen's Aid 
Society first selected a 200-acre tract 
of land three and a half miles from 
Marshall, the plan was to keep 80 
acres for the college property and to 
subdivide the remainder for sale to 
freedmen's families at low cost. The 
planned community failed to develop, 
for reasons no longer known, possibly 
remoteness from town in a day of 
slow, uncomfortable transportation 
and communications. 

The school, on the other hand, 
flourished. In 1878 it was relocated at 
its present site near the Harrison 
County Court House. 

The white backlash that followed 
Reconstruction failed to stop progress 
at Wiley. The Rev. W. H. Davis, the 
school's president from 1876 to 1885, 
recounted events of the period in a 
document found in the cornerstone of 
the first brick building, razed in 1967 

to make way for the new library. He 
wrote: 

"A University it is called. More 
properly speaking it aspires to be an 
University .. . A great many blunders 
have been made all along . . . but 
somehow the Lord has overruld 
(sic) all ... Friends have been raised 
up where we hardly dared hope for 
them. Undisturbed peace and growth 
has attended the Institution. Some 
plans were entertained in the early 
history of the school that violence 
would be used, to root out the work, 
but such has not been the case. Wiley 
University has a large circle of friends , 
and though many of these are poor 
yet the work goes on." 

Black President 

The first black president, the Rev. 
Isaiah Scott, a former slave preacher, 
took office in 1894. He resigned three 
years later to become editor of the 
Methodist Southwestern Christian 
Advocate. 

During the 46-year presidency of Dr. 
Matthew W. Dogan, the school's 
physical expansion was extensive. A 
men's dormitory, Coe Hall, was built 
in 1908 entirely with student and staff 
labor, the bricks for it produced in the 
college's own kiln, and the construc
tion financed by the sale of "brick 
certificates" at five cents each. (Sale 
of similar certificates, at 1973 prices, 
will help finance a new brick bell 
tower to replace the historic frame 
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one on campus; the bricks will come 
from oe Hall , which will be razed.) 

Dr. Dogan's enterprise was also evi
d nt in the financing of the construc
tion of Carnegie Library, now the Ad
ministration building. Dr. Dogan 
warned the Carnegie Foundation that 
if the library was located elsewhere in 
the community it would have to be a 
egr ga ted facility. Segregation has 

been prohibited at Wiley since the be
ginning. 

Throughout its history, Wiley has 
combin d higher education with work 
experience in industry, commerce and 
agriculture. For many years the school 
op rat d its own farm, supplying its 
refectory with meat and vegetables. 
Old catalogues of the school include 
illustrations of the campus swine be
ing fed garbage from the refectory, a 
natural recycling process that con
servationists in the 1970's might envy. 
Three Wiley students, directed by a 
faculty member, built and put into 
op ra tion the electric light and power 
company in Boley, Oklahoma, an all
black community of about 3,000. One 
of the students, George Palmer, 1911 
honor graduate, became superinten
dent of the Boley plant. 

Ministers and Teachers 

Other Wiley graduates were assum
ing positions of responsibility in 
church and civic activities, especially 
medicine, the ministry, law and public 
school teaching. The first bachelor of 
arts degree Wiley conferred went to 
H. B. Pemberton, who became princi
pal of Central High School in Mar
shall, later named in his honor. 

Over the years Wiley has offered 
courses in a wide range of subjects
from cosmetology to business educa
tion to black history, a recent addi
tion. Wiley emphasized speech, 
theater, music and art. On one of its 
national tours during the 1930's 
Wiley's debate team defeated a team 
from Oxford University. Wiley was 
the first school in Texas to receive the 
"A" rating from the Association of 

egro Colleges, later merged into the 
Southern A sociation of Colleges and 
Schools. 

Wiley also made a name for itself 
in athletics . Its longtime football 
coach, Fred Thomas "Pop" Long, was 

one of the founders of the South
west m Athletic Conference, and 
Wiley's power was recognized on 
playing fields and basketball courts. 
Wiley r mains an important force in , 
basketball and track, but it can no 
longer afford a football team. 

Financial difficulties have plagued 
\Vilcy in recent years. Dr. Hayes, who 
has been president of Wiley since 
1971, has sharply reduced the school's 
$1 million-plus debt, but money re
mains a problem of first priority for 
the school. 

A Holy Beggar 

"Every president of a black United 
Methodist college is a holy beggar," 
says Dr. Hayes, an effervescent and 
popular speaker. "Over 98 percent of 
our students are dependent on fi
nancial help. We're getting our first 
dormitory since 1946." 

Such programs as the rural educa
tion project and the sickle cell anemia 
campaign have been financed largely 
through federal and outside private 
aid, but more needs to be done in 
these and rela ted areas. A new science 
building, named after Aaron Baker, 
an alumnus who left funds for it in 
his will, was completed in 1968; but 
equipment and operation remain 
costly. As a United Methodist institu
tion, Wiley has always stressed reli
gious activity, yet its more than 40-
year-old chapel, with its organ 
beyond repair, is a disgraceful eye
sore on campus. 

In years past Wiley had student 
protests but Dr. Hayes does not an
ticipate demonstrations like the tragic 
one at Southern University in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, which resulted in 
two student deaths. "The gripes of the 
students at Southern University were 
against the unfairness of state alloca
tions," Dr. Hayes said. "Wiley doesn't 
get its money from the state." 

Despite problems, Wiley anticipates 
success. As president Davis noted in 
the fifth year of the school's operation, 
the Lord seems able to overrule 
human mistakes and provide "undis
turbed peace and growth" in the face 
of difficulties. • 

Harry E. Jenkins is instructor in phi
losophy and religion at Wiley, and Yale 
Mandel is professor of socio logy. 
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Top, a brick certificate is part of the li
brary exhibit of the time capsule found 
in the cornertone of the original build
ing. Above, one of Wiley's 650 students 
checks a class record with an instructor. 



The Changing World of Hong Kong 
The world is changing rapid ly, but 
Hong Kong even more so, and in 
different directions, like ants on a hot 
plate. 

The local climate, recently, has 
been as intemperate and inconsider
ate as a fifteen-year-old adolescent. 
Landslides have buried hundreds in 
mud and rock, and recently built 
concrete apartment houses have slid 
down and toppled lower structures 
in a new proof of the domino 
theory. 

(1) The political climate changes 
less rapidly, though certain trends 
can be seen. There is no panic or 
sudden exodus of capital. A slow 
shift to the left is noticeable among 
students and industrial workers. 
Some of this is opportunist, some 
genuine and some from weary resig
nation, as the options for Chinese 
loya lty narrow. Huge investments in 
Hong Kong are being made (the 
cross-harbor tunnel has been com
pleted, the seven thousand million 
H.K. dollar underground rapid 
transit system due to carry two and 
one-half million people a day is 
reaching the stage of decision ; the 
ai rport extension, the High Island 
sea reservoir, the new container 
docks, etc., all involve enormous 
outlays of money) , and would 
probably not be unde·rtaken without 
careful calcu lation of security for a 
considerable period ahead . Building 
continues unabated and the local 
stock markets resemble popcorn as 
th e heat ri ses. 

The activity does not represent 
fear, or panic, but a strange fever 
that elsewhere would produce 
lethargy, but here, energy. Perhaps 
it is just the Chinese, who favor su r
vival and are good at it. 

Despite occasional claims by tem
porary residents that Hong Kong's 
civil liberties are restricted, it re
mains one of the freest places in 
Asia or the Americas. It may not 
have a government of the people or 
by the people but it has one that is 
fair ly good at listeni ng to the peo
p le. And the people are becoming 
more vocal. They may feel at times 
that the listening ear is deaf, but 
usually Leviathan sq uirms and 
moves. 

It is hard to be sure about Hong 
Kong feelings toward the U.S. In 
genera l, they are friendly, and thou
sa nds sti ll hope to migrate there, or 
study there, or, at least, visit. There 
is a feeling that the U.S. is in serious 
trouble, without a common culture 
or loyalty or purpose and unable to 
pull itself together, like a person in a 
tailor-made suit with weak, rotting 
thread . There is no strong anti
American fee ling here similar to that 
found in segments of the Phili ppi ne 
popu lation or parts of the Near East. 

(2) The economic life of Hong 
Kong contin ues to expand, though 
the rising rents, prices, wages, etc. 
wil l soon affect her competitive 
position in Asia. Already rents are 
extraord inarily high and housing 
scarce despite the constant building. 

Andrew Roy 

Government employees, teachers 
and social workers are well paid 
and professional people are making 
money; as are real estate people, 
building contractors and such. 
Skilled workers are probably ade
quately paid and there is little no
ticeable unemployment. However, 
thousands of people with small 
shops, hawkers, minor office work
ers, etc., are caught by the rapid in
crease of housing costs, unavailabili
ty of sma ll loans and the soaring 
prices of consumer goods. 

Compared with twenty years ago 
the general improvement of living 
conditions is phenomenal, but dif
ferences between wealthy and poor 
have increased. 

Population growth has leveled and 
increases now are normal or low. 
Food production in the New Terri
tories can not support the over four 
million people, so Hong Kong is 
definitely dependent upon imported 
foods from China, Aust ralia and else
where. 

The crying issues in Hong Kong 
are urban and the church is not di
rectly involved in the more contro
versial ones. However, the Church 
of Christ in China is making a mas
sive effort at the moment to co
operate with government in a cam
paign to make Hong Kong clean, in 
a spiritual as well as physical sense 
(including beaches, streams, harbor, 
streets, litter, garbage collection, 
conservation, attack on drug addic
tion , corruption, pornography, etc.). 

"There is no noticeable revival of the older religions in Hong Kong . The prevailing atmosphere is secular . ... " (Opposite page ), 
Buddhist nuns on the ferry in Hong Kong. 
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The Church is certain ly helping in 
the campaign to educate Hong Kong 
child ren, with a large sys tem of 
church-sponsored schools. Hunger 
and poverty are not acute problems 
because of government aid and 
many effective socia l welfare cen
ters. Special child ren 's organizations 
are wo rk ing on nutrition . 

The " brain drain" is constant but 
the training process brings forward 
new personnel so that Hong Kong is 
accustomed to wo rking on a moving 
belt. It is a problem in the Church 
and in higher education but one 
we've struggled with since the war. 

Foreign capital presents no prob
lems in the local economy. Most in
dustry is in Chinese hands ; Hong 
Kong is an international free trade 
port where money is moved freely 
in and out, so that the situation is 
entirely different from that of 
Uganda, the Philippines, or many 
countries in Latin America . 

(3) The educational system has 
not yet provided compulsory free 
primary education, though that 
should be possible soon. Private and 
church-sponsored education is still 
encouraged. However, the system 
mainly looks upward and favors the 
chi ld w ho passes exami nations and 
can go higher and higher. It is not 
sufficiently directed towards meeting 
Hong Kong's needs at all levels. A 
Polytechnic Institute is starting but 
industry, by and large, does its own 
training and is unrelated to the edu
cationa l system . There is a gap also 
at the middle management level 
where the universities could help . 
The Chinese University is trying to 
persuade industry to open its doors 
to university graduates. 

The generation gap is real though 
perhaps not as dramatic as in the 
West, for the Chinese family ties still 
hold remarkably well. Juvenile de
linquency, crime, gang warfare and 
bank and jewelry shop robberies 
seem to be increasi ng, probably be
ca use of conditions in the sprawling, 
crowded resettlement estates. Drug 
addiction remains an important fac
tor in this. It is a pity that at a time 
w hen an active Christian youth or 
student movement is desperately 
needed, there seems to be less con
ce rted effort on the part of churches 
and Christians schoo ls to sponso r 
such a movement. The Student 
Christian Center needs a strong 
steady leadership. 
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Ethnic tensions are not a signifi
ca nt factor in Hong Kong though 
there are minor frictions between 
dialect groups. In the drug world, 
marijuana has been kept out but 
heroin and barbiturates are common 
(smoked, not injected) . Some 
churches have started clubs for 
former addicts on fhe model of 
A lcoholi cs Anonymous. The Shek Ku 
Chao Island treatment center, for 
those who volunteer for five months 
iso lation and rehabilitation , is effec
tive . 

(4) There is no noticeable re
vival of the older religions in Hong 
Kong. The prevailing atmosphere is 
secular though 10 percent of the 
population is Christian (about the 
sa me percentage of active adherents 
as in France) . Buddhism exerts some 
influence in philanthrophy and 
medicine, and Confucian thought in 
parts of the educational system . The 
o lder folk religions of the rural areas 
and the fishing communities are 
treated seriously by government and 
their rights respected. Thus they 
have some indirect political influ
ence. But the Christian churches, 
Catholic and Protestant, have the 
largest potential direct influence on 
government decisions. I say " po
tential" because the churches avoid 
political issues and confrontation . A 
few strong-minded Lutherans and 
Catholics have spoken out clearly on 
social evils, and many Christians are 
in positions from which they can in
fluence public opinion as individ
uals. 

(5) There are very few limitations 
on Christian life and work in Hong 
Kong. Chri stian nurture in the educa
tional field is encouraged and the 
activities of Christian voluntary 
agencies of all sorts is welcomed. 
Perhaps the severest limitation on 
younger, more activist, Christians is 
the prevailing public political neu
trality which frowns on protest 
movements, community organiza
tions or group activities which might 
give offense to others or to the estab
lishment. Otherwise there is almost 
no restriction on religious liberty. 

Christians participate actively in 
the support and administration of 
welfare and relief, in the activities of 
se rvice clubs, and of the Reform and 
Civic Clubs which function as weak 
political parties. They write letters to 
the papers, an important outlet for 
crit ical opinion in the British tradi-

tion . They influence educational 
policies and the moral tone of the 
comm uni ty. There are few concerted 
Christian action programs and the 
Church as a whole stays out of the 
newspaper cross-fi re of a community 
sha rpl y divided in political loyalties 
and economic viewpoints. The 
Christian Industrial Committee and a 
few similar organizations raise issues 
and speak frankly but represent a 
minority in the churches. 

There is some dialogue between 
Christians and Buddhists, and Chris
tians and Confucian scholars, very 
little with adherents of the folk reli
gions, and almost no significant dia
logue with Marxists in a city where 
it could be arranged more easily and 
peacefu ll y than in any other part of 
Asia. It " could be," though there are 
difficulties stemming from unpre
paredness on both sides, prejudices, 
deep emotions and fear that such 
contacts would be misunderstood or 
would not change the other side. 

Possibly a major reason for failure 
is the fact that the few Chinese or 
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foreigners who could engage effec
tively in such dialogue are over
worked with other assignments and 
have not been freed for thi s specific 
interest. To my knowledge, only two 
missionaries have been assigned to 
such contacts, Ray Whitehead and 
Dewi tt Barnett, and Dewitt does not 
ye t use Chinese. 

There is no problem in Catholic
Protestant di scussions except in cer
tain conservative sections of the 
Churches, but not enough active dis
cussion and sharing wi th non-Chri s
tians. 

U.S. church support in funds and 
personnel do not bring on restra ints 
or constraints in Hong Kong but 
both kinds of support are diminish
ing rapidly. There has been genuine 
devolution for years in most 
churches and. few feel any depend
ence on the West, except for certain 
minority dialect churches neglected 
by the Cantonese churches. Some 
overseas personnel and funds are 
sti ll needed, but only after tactful 
negotiation between the parties. If 

Hit (Hong Kong) may not have a govern
ment of the people or by the people but 
it has one that is fairly good at listening 

to the people. And the people are 
becoming more vocal." 





th<' hur h· feel embarra d by th 
a t1v1t1 or word of any fraternal 
\\Ork r, 1t mak 1t fe ling knO\ n 
qui ldy and clearly Most fraternal 
\\Ori-. r~ now in Hong Kong ar in 
penalized iob not v ry los ly re

lat d to the ntral adm1ni tration 
and lif o the hurch Th y ar 1n 

hmt1an tou h with people but 
(Ould bl' drawn awa without s n
ou I~ affecting the ongoing work of 
th hurch, \'\hi n 1s, of cour e a 
1tuat1on th y have worked for. 

(61 Hong Kong 1 probably no 
longer a ' elev loping" community , 

rtainly not an " und r-d veloped" 
on<' It ha.; ro sed the water- hed 
e onom1 ally and now has one of 
th mo t tabl currenc1e in Asia, a 
<;up rb banking yst m, a burgeon
ing indu tnal ystem and a surplus 
nearly v ry year in its budg t. The 
gov rnm nt hopes to introduc 
mor <;o ial urity, reach the tag 
of uni1, r al fr primary chool edu-
at1on t ., and 1t \ ill ac omplish 

th goal~ unaided. It 1 only de
pC'ndent upon England for s mbolic 
prote lion, diplomatic r pre enta
t1on and rtain ommonwealth 
conom1 advantage . 
Th Publ1 Health facilities and 

program ar cellent. Hong Kong 
ha had no nou epidemic ince 
th<' \\ar, and th death rate p r 
thou and i \ II belO\ that of the 
United tat There i till a nutri
tional probl m for childr n bet\.;,een 
th ag of 1 month and two 
year , re.,ult1ng 1n . IO\\er po H ean
ing gro\\lh than in \ e tern coun
trie Thi., i not a probl m of made-

( Op11011t1• pag1•) Con1truct1011 actit ity continul'. unabated. (Above) Worship 
11/ th r. D(( /l I.ou• Churc/1. ( Bdoll ) Th e author, right , at Chung Chi College. 

quate food suppl and poverty so 
much as education of mothers as to 
a hild 's dietary needs at that stage 
of growth. Here certain folk customs 
are hard to overcome. A concerted 
effort is now being made by sev ral 
child-care agencies to re-educate 
mothers, using child feeding pro
grams with a more balanced and 
ad quate lo al diet. 

In indu try Hong Kong needs fur
ther diversification, better plant de-
ign, and better middle management. 

There i little unemployment now 
but a great deal of wrong employ
ment (people unable to use their 
previous training and skills in jobs 
they have to take to keep alive) ; also 
a great deal of seasonal employment 
with recurrent insecurity. 

The educational system needs less 
emphasis on memorizing and on ex
aminations and more on training to 
think for oneself and to solve prob
lem . 

Housing continues to be a prob-

lem despite the government's mas
sive program to provide low-cost 
housing. 

The obvious contrast of the ma
terialism, unrestrained profit-seek
ing and display of wealth in Hong 
Kong with a simpler, more social
ized, more sacrificial standard of 
living in China next door worries 
me. The contrast should result in 
change on both sides. That it doesn't, 
seems unnatural and dangerous. 
COEMAR, with its long interest in 
China, must study both situations 
and continually evaluate the two 
dramatically contrasted ways of life. 
It must keep people here who can 
do this and who will find opportuni
ties for contact and interaction in 
common concerns, and bring clear 
Christian perspectives into the inter
action. • 

Mr. Andrew Roy, recently retired 
United Presbytenan fraternal worker, 
was vice-president for public relations 
of Chung Chi College, Hong Kong . 

[ 83 ] 3 1 



On September 1, 1972, 176 private 
colleges in Paki stan were national
ized. Included in this action were 
the four well-known Christian col
leges in the Punjab province-For
man Christian College and Kinnaird 
Co llege for Women in Lahore, 

Gordon College in Rawalpindi, and 
Murray College in Sialkot. A ll of 
these institutions have had autono
mous and largely Pakistani Christian 
boards of directors in recent years, 
and all have been administered by 
Pakistani Christian principals. United 

When Pakistan 
ationalized its schools 

R. Park Johnson 

Some Christians say, 
"Our survival in a 

Muslim society is linked 
to the Christian institutions." 
But a church elder remarks, 

"Thank God for nationalization. 
We have mistaken the schools 

for the church." 
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Presbyteria~ and United Methodist 
personnel have served for many 
years at Forman and Kinnaird . 
Gordon developed from the work 
of the old United Presbyteri an mis
sion, and Murray is the outgrowth 
of the Scottish Presbyterian mission 
in Paki stan . The properties of For
man and Gordon are owned by the 
United Presbyterian Commi ss ion on 
Ecumeni ca l Mission and Rela tions. 
Murray is owned by the Church of 
Pakistan, and Kinnaird by its own 
independent board . The nationaliza
tion move was extended to primary 
and secondary private schools on 
October 1, 1972, and many Chri stian 
school s, some of them long-estab
li shed and prominent boarding 
schools, were involved . 

Nationalization by the government 
was the culmination of a growing 
di ssatisfaction in Paki stan with the 
whole educational system, and was 
the latest of a progressive se ri es of 
steps aimed at greater government 
control of priva te educational in
stitutions. Although some of the 
private colleges and school s are the 
best in the country-and most of 
the Christian institutions which be
gan as m1 ss 1on enterpri ses are 
among them, many of the private in
st itutions have been of very poor 
quality, have been commercially 
mo ti vated, and have exploited both 
teachers and students. This state of 
affai rs has led to an increasing 
vo lume of demands fo r government 
supervi sion and control. The theme 
of democratiza tion of a formerly 
elite-oriented educationa l system has 
also been a dominant element in 
line with the platform of " Islamic 
Socialism" and the widespread na
tional refo rms instituted by the pres
ent post-wa r government led by 
President Bhutto . 

The trend which has now resulted 
in the nationalization of the private 
educational institutions was given 
strong impetus by the publication in 
July, 1969, of a " New Educational 
Policy." This led to the Private Col
lege Ordinance in June, 1970, which 
resulted in February, 1971 , in the 
appointment by government edu ca
tional authorities of new governing 
bodies for all private co lleges. In the 
case of the Christian colleges, these 
governing bodies, representing the 
parent boards of directors, faculty, 
alumni , and government educational 
agencies, were composed of a ma-

jori ty of Chri stians. 
The Chri stian community in Paki

stan-about half a m illion people, 
or ro ughly 1 percent of the total 
almost ent irely Muslim population 
- has se t grea t store by the high
qua li ty Christian co lleges and 
school s. These institutions, together 
w ith seve ral Christian hospital s and 
nursing schoo ls, have constituted 
about the only entity bearing the 
label " Christian" which is widely 
known and respected by the Muslim 
people of the co untry. Accordingly, 
they have been a source of pride 
and an important morale-sustaining 
facto r for the generally poor, illiter
ate, and depressed Christian mi 
nority. In addition, they have pro
vided places where Christian 
teachers are employed , and Chris
tian students admitted , without the 
di scriminati on frequently suffered by 
a minority segment of only 1 per
cent. Some Christians have gone so 
fa r as to say, " Our survival as a 
Chri stian community in an over
whel mingly Muslim society is linked 
to the Christian insti tutions." 

It is no surpri se, therefore, that 
before the nationalization of private 
educational institutions took place, 
the prospect of such a move should 
have aroused an adverse emotional 
reaction in the Christian commu
nity. Numerous protest meetings, 
marches, and petitions, emphasizing 
the right of a religious minority, took 
place without serious incident ; but 
on August 30 in Rawalpindi , ore 
demonstration composed mainly of 
Chri stian women marched peaceful
ly toward the presidential residence, 
and was b roken up by police gun
fire. Two Christian men and one by
stander were killed, and several 
dozen persons were injured. 

The exact nature and scope of " na
tiona lization" still remain unclear. In 
various con ferences of Christian 
leaders and government educational 
authorities, indi cations have pointed 
to the possibility that, for the most 
part, Christian principals and other 
school personnel will remain in their 
present posts, and there will be free
dom for campus religious activities 
for Christians to be carried on as 
usual. No official agreement on such 
matters has yet been announced . 
Similarly, the status of the properties, 
whether owned by a national church 
or board, or by the mission agency 
of an overseas church, remains un-

clear. Some consider that the action 
of nationaliza tion constitutes gov
ernment expropriation o f property, 
but others believe that the govern
ment policy w ill be to assure the 
former owners that their basic 
ownership of the property is not 
changed , and that nationalization 
means only government direction 
and control of the educational pro
gram which utilizes the physical facil
ities of the particular school or col
lege. 

Recent repo rts from Pakistan tell 
of the gradual emergence of a new 
attitude among Christians conse
quent upon the nationalizatio n of 
the educa tional institutions. Atten
tion is being given to obtaining per
mi ss ion for the teaching of the 
Christian religion to Christian stu
dents in all schools, which practi ce 
would parallel the inclusion of the 
official Islamic religion co urses for 
Muslim students presently in the cur
ri culum. Plans are being discussed for 
more effective Christian education 
programs in the churches, and for 
the continuation or establishment of 
hostels for Christian students. At a 
recent conference, an elder for a 
church in a town with Christian 
boarding schools for girls and boys 
is reported to have remarked, " I am 
glad for nationalization. We have 
mistaken the schools for the real 
church and have given them priority. 
Now they are gone and the real 
church will stand alone. But it will 
stand." 

It is hoped that, with the admin
istration of educational institutions 
no longer an area of direct concern 
or ambition for Christian leaders and 
pastors, greater emphasis will be 
placed on the church itself as the 
primary center and symbol of the 
Christian community. At the same 
time, Christian educators and teach
ers in the service of the nationalized 
institutions will doubtless continue 
to have an opportunity for Christian 
influence on the lives of students 
and for a distinctive Christian con
tribution to the progress of the na
tion. • 

Dr. R. Park Johnson is the former 
Resident Representative in Pakistan for 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. , and is at present the Coordinator 
for Concerns of Missionaries during the 
Restructuring Period of the National 
Agencies of the United Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Helen Kromer 

MIRACLE HOMES 
FORTHEPOOR 

A Dallas Builder and UMCOR Pio.neer 
Experimental Low-Cost Housing 

Texas millionaire Edward Dicker celebrates with Peruvian Indians the completion 
of the fir st stack-sack home in Huarmey, Peru. 
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On a barren plain which lies be
tween the hi gh Andes and the sea 
near Lima, Peru, a first experiment 
in low-cost housi ng for the third 
world is being conducted by the 
United Methodist Committee on Re
lief, teamed up with an offbeat 
Dall as, Texas, builder. 

In the ea rly part of August, victim s 
of the 1970 earthquake who have 
been living in grass shacks and pack
ing cases, watched the first " stack
sack" home slowly rise to cast its 
shadow on the bleak landscape. 

The shadow may prove to be a 
long one : " Thi s housing experiment 
may be a breakthrough as remark
able as Miracle Rice or Mexican 
Wheat," says Dr. J. Harry Haines, 
Associate General Secretary of 
UMCOR. 

Low-cost housing has always been 
the dream of the poor, the hope of 
concerned governments, the aim of 
fraternal and relief workers around 
the world . But no one ever imagined 
that such a structure might be so 
simply designed that unskilled labor
ers could build it in six days, so 
cheap its total cost would be under 
$500, so large that it could hold a 
family of five, and so strong that 
neither natural nor man-made dis
asters could touch it. 

No one, that is, except Edward T. 
Dicker, millionaire Texas contractor, 
who has been building houses 
steadily for forty years with only time 
out to serve a term in the Texas 
House of Representatives. 

" For ten years I tried to design a 
low-cost home," says Dicker ; "then 
one morning at 2 A.M . I sat up in 
bed and would you believe it-I 
saw it-all of it, exactly as I was 
go ing to build it; and I woke my 
wife and said , 'Nan, I've got it! I can 
see the whole thing.'" 

Dicker and his sons, who were 
then 13, 17 and 20, built the first 
" stack-sack" home in their own back 
yard. 

The process is so simple that every 
servicemen who ever crouched be
hind a sand-bag barrier wonders 
why he didn ' t think of it. The basic 
unit of construction is a cloth bag 
24 inches long and 6 inches in dia
meter which gets filled with a dry 
mix of sand, cement and gravel , 
dipped briefly in water and stacked 
brick-fashion to form a solid wail. 
Steel rods ten inches long are 
skewered into place every two feet 
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to hold the stacks in pl ace. When 
the walls are completed, the cracks 
and j unctures are fi lled with a fi rst 
layer of cemen t applied with a high 
pressure gun. A second layer 
ca rries a colo r pigment and ca n be 
roughly combed or trowe led to a 
smooth finish. 

Built on normal foundations and 
topped with conventional roo fs, 
the houses look like any other 
solid masonry construction, but they 
are very nearly indestructible. Tested 
by the University of California, they 
withstood winds of 182 miles an 
hour, carried roof pressures of 27.5 
tons and survived earth tremors of 
up to .7 on the Ri chter scale, which 
is slightly higher than that reached 
in the disas ter whi ch took 70,000 
lives in Peru in 1970. 

Peru came immediately to his 
mind when Dr. J. Harry Haines first 
heard of the stack-sack home. He 
had been searching for 31 years for 
a low-cost home that could be used 
to rese ttle refugees. One morning 
about a yea r ago, at a Dallas break
fa t meeting, he discussed the prob
lem over bacon and eggs with James 
Redman, presi dent of Redman In
dustry and an active United Meth
odist layman . 

" The answer to your problem," 
said Redman, " is just ten minutes 
from here." 

So Haines was taken to meet 
Dicker. 

Dicker's busi ness was thriving. His 
Stack-Sack International was selling 
franchises for his houses to inter
ested governments and private sub
contractors for sums that ranged 
from $2,500 outright in cash to half 
a million dollars, depending on the 
size of the population to be ser
viced. Stack-sack homes were going 
up in 35 countries and another 40 
countries had sent deputies or for
eign min isters to Dallas or had asked 
D icker to come to them, as did Rus
sian engineers and architects. 

In every country Dicker homes 
were being bu ilt for 25 per cent to 
35 per cent less than the cheapest 
home available. Yet Dicker was not 
reaching the people he wanted to 
reach- the world 's destitute-those 
who could not in their wildest 
dreams ever hope to own a home. 

" I didn' t know how to do it." he 
sa s. " I set out with my sons to find 
a way to provide housing for the 
poo r of the world . But even after I 

figured out what the house should 
be, I didn' t know how to get it to 
the people who needed it." 

Haines knew how. He and his 
committee checked out the clai ms 
Dicker made for the stack-sack pro
cess, vi siting on-the-site construction 
in several states. Then he put hi s 
plan before Church Work:l Service, 
the relief arm of the National Coun
cil of Churches, and on a visit to 
Geneva, Switzerland, co nsulted with 
the World Council of Churches. 

Why not make a field test of the 
stack-sack house in Peru ? Twenty 
thousand refugees were sti ll home
less and in tragic circumstances from 
the '70 quake. Furthermore, Peru is 
in an earthquake zone and subject 
to frequent tremors no t as serious as 
the less frequent ca lamitous ones, 
but w hich nonetheless brin g the 
mud houses tumbling down . 

There was a third reason to 
choose Peru : Church World Service 
had been doing medical and com
munity work up in the Andes and 
down around Lim a at the time of the 
d isaster- wi th some of the projects 
located very near the center of the 
quake. Lima Christians had si phoned 
in emergency supplies to the victims 
from the United States and Europe, 
until the World Counci l of Churches 
deputized CWS to become its official 
relief arm . Thus, qualified workers 
w ho knew the people and whose 
work had the support of Christians 
internationally were on the scene. 

UMCOR deci ded to grant $100,-
000 to undertake such a Peruvian ex
periment. Di cker made a gift of a 
world-wide franchise to UMCOR, 
offering at the same time to go at 
hi s own expense to any new project 
to teach the people how to build the 
first home. 

On July 31 , 1972, Di cker and two 
of his sons left for Huarmey, a 
coas tal town north of Lima, shipp ing 
in with them the one piece of equip
ment which must be imported-the 
$8,000 pressure pump for applyi ng 
the cementatious ski n in a stack-sack 
construction . A concrete mixe r and 
other tools were brought in from 
Lima. 

On land where the great Inca 
civi lization once flourished and 
where now poverty-stricken Indians 
stru ggle to stay alive, " three fabu
lous gringos wo rking like peons" 
trained a construction crew of illiter
ate unskilled wo rkmen. Down from 



As simple as 1-2-3. Ten inch steel rods 
(1 ) are driven into the sack walls every 

two feet, making an internal lattice
work of steel reinforcement which is 
strong yet -flexible enough to withstand 

earthquakes. Then (2) the "tommy 
gun" covers the sacks with a "cementa

tiot1s skin" which fiuffs and penetrates 
to seal the walls. The completed house 

(3) has 300 square feet of fioor space, 
with a family room and two bedrooms 

and perfect insulation for the desert 
- cool by day and warm by night. 
Total cost comes to less than $500. 

u 
the Andes came the Indians who 
would take the technique back up 
to the mountain villages. Behind the 
ten lean-to's and grass-mat sheds of 
the refugee compound sat the wom
en of Huarmey, stitching the fish
meal sacks that would be filled with 
concrete. Outside the compound, 
the one trained carpenter of the area 
hammered together the doors and 
windows. 

The women were paid with food 
under the Food for Work program. 
The men earned 80 cents a day, in a 
cooperative housing plan whereby 
they can pay for their own homes 
with cash or in labor by building 
houses for others. The low-cost 
dwellings, financed through govern
ment housing loans, will carry 20-
year mortgages. 

At the end of six days, the first 
house was completed : the roof was 
clapped on, a sign went up, and the 
community celebrated . Goats and 
fish were roasted on a huge grill, 
while young and old watched a 
soccer game and . danced to the 
sweet sharp tones of a steel band. 
As Dicker and his sons were pre
sented with hand-made wallets, the 
mayor made a speech, honoring the 
contractor and his sons as " . . . the 
first people who cared enough to 
come . ... " 

Though the fiesta lasted until late 
at night, the Indians were at wo rk 
ea rl y the next morning. Families now 
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o rgan ized into groups of ten , the 
men drawing st raws to decide who 
would get the prime pieces of prop
erty. 

While the " tens and tens" laid 
out their st reets and lots across the 
landscape, plans were being made 
to multipl y this housing project in 
o ther parts of the wo rld . 

UMCOR hopes to move next into 
Haiti with a pilot project of th e 
stack-sack homes at Port-au-P rince, 
and then, in cooperation with the 
World Council of Churches, into 
Bangladesh and other areas of the 
deve loping world . Haines believes 
that the Dicker design ca n revolu 
ti onize housing in a short t ime for 
many people, especia lly in the Third 
World. Stack-sacking eliminates the 
need for skilled masons and the 
labo r and mate rial s to "fo rm up" a 
stru cture whic~ then gets torn down 
when the concrete is poured . There 
is no upkeep on the houses, the 
wa ll s have never been known to 

cra ck and the insurance costs are 
minima l. 

Even more impo rtant, loca l ma
ter ials and labor ca n be used. The 
p las ter gun is a necessity and some
times ce ment has to be imported , 
but for the most part " wherever 
there is sand , gravel, cement and 
cloth of any kind, the houses can be 
built," says Di cker. " We used fish
mea l sacks in Peru , rami cloth in 
Brazil , cotton in Ecuador. Th e w ho le 
thing is hermetica ll y sealed, so 
w hat's it matte r. After all , w hen you 
excavate a mummy, the cloth is sti ll 
intact. " 

Haines, however, hopes to use 
Ba ngladesh burlap fo r bagging in th e 
reli ef projects. Bangladesh make 80 
pe rcent of the wo rld 's burlap (o r 
j ute) and its use would provide jobs 
fo r this drastically impoverished 
co untry. 

Last November (1972) Haines went 
to Bangladesh to survey needs there 
and then attended meeti ngs in Laos 

and Bangkok with fourteen other 
church executives from Asia and In
dochina, Soviet Russia, West Ger
many, France and the Cameroun . 
The group was the committee named 
by the Wor ld Counci l of Churches 
as the new Indochina Fund for Re
construction and Rehabil itation, 
w hi ch w ill determi ne how help shall 
be given as hostilities cease in these 
areas. The Fund began with $3 mil
lion which the Council hopes to 
bui ld into $10 million . UMCOR put 
in an ini tia l $500,000. 

It is hoped that the World Coun
ci l of Churches will soon be schedul
ing Dicker visits from one country to 
another in the Indochina Penin sula 
to build " first houses" for the vari
ous housing projects which will be 
part of the reco nstruction program. 

• 
Ms. Kromer is a staff writer for Inter-

pretive Services, United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries . 
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Donald Moyer 

Donald Moyer is Chairman of the Coun
cil of Ministries of First United Method
ist Church, Englewood, New jersey. A 
former newsman and photo editor with 
the Associated Press , he is presently 
employed as public relations and de
velopment director for a voluntary hos
pital . 
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Last August, General ldi Amin, 
President of the Second Republic of 
Uganda, issued an ed ict that some 
50,000 As ians, whom he termed 
" economic saboteurs," would have 
to leave the country within 90 days. 

In explanation of his expulsion 
o rder, Amin , a Moslem, sai d " a 
dream came to me that the Asian 
problem was becoming extremely 
exp losive, and that God was direct
ing me to act immediately to save 
the situation." 

K. Patel, one of the victims of 
Am in's draconian edict, might un
derstandably be bitte r. But Patel , a 
Hindu, also views Amin 's eviction 
decree as an act of divine provi
dence. 

" I thank God that Amin did this 
thi ng, because now I have an oppor
tunity to live in the United States," 
Pate l said the night he arrived at 
New York's Kennedy International 
Airport. 

Patel , separated from his family, 
was one of 100 state less refugees-
96 adults and 4 children-who ar
rived on Tran s Wo rld Airlines Fli ght 
841 from Rome, November 14. Thi s 
was the fourth contingent o f 1,200 
Ugandan Asians to be sett led in the 
United States. 

As we talked , I could n' t help ask
ing myse lf if I, a Christian , could ac
cept such an upheaval of my life 
with the equanimity that Patel dis
played . 

" You think I have lost everything? 
But I haven' t lost anything as long 
as I have my health," he sai d. " I am 
a se lf-made man an d I ca n quickly 
remake my life here in America." 

Three weeks later, it appeared 
that he was well on his way to doing 
just that. On December 1, he was 
noti fied by the Hackensack (New 
Jersey) office of New York Life In
surance Company that he had be
come employed as of that date. He 
was scheduled to take the state in
surance license exa mination a week 
later. 

Patel , 34, who learned the life in
surance business from a friend in 
Uganda fourteen years ago, is 
pl eased. " I want to stand on my 
own legs as soon as possible," he 
sa id . 

Patel had done well as an agent 
and later as a supervisor for the 
Pan-Africa Insurance Company in 
Uganda. Traveling extensively in 
Uga nda and also into Kenya, the Su
dan and the Congo, he said he had 
so ld more than $200,000 worth of 
insurance through July of this year. 

Even so, he was hesitant about be
coming an insurance agent in the 
United States immediately. He felt it 
might be better for him to take a 
job as a laborer for a while " until 
I ca n speak the language better and 
lea rn American customs." He should 
have no conce rn about the language 
for he speaks fluent English , although 
with Briti sh inflection, and has only 
sli ght difficulty with the American 
accent. 

Patel was contacted by a half
dozen insurance companies wi thin 
thirty-si x hours of his arrival in En
glewood, New Jersey, as the result 
of an interview by a reporter for 
Th e Record, a daily newspape r in 
no rth ern New Jersey. 
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Church members 
have readily responded 
to appeals to "adopt" 
some of the I ,200 
Ugandan Asian refugees 
to be settled 
in the United States. 

Although he was reluctant to have 
his plight " advertised to the world," 
Patel agreed to the interview " if this 
is the way you do things in Ameri
ca. " He says he has received criti
cism from the Asian community for 
putting himself forward but that he 
realizes that the story greatly 
speeded up his quest for employ
ment. 

Patel came to Bergen County un
der the sponsorship of the First 
United Methodist Church of Engle
wood. The Administrative Board of 
First Methodist agreed to sponsor 
a Ugandan refugee " family" after 
hearing of the need from the Rev. 
David Flude, secretary for coordi
nation and interpretation for the 
United Methodist Committee on Re
lief. 

Mr. Flude's wife, Norma, serves 
First Methodist as an associate to 
the Rev. Harold B. Wright, Jr., pas
tor. At the Administrative Board 
meeti ng the night of November 1, 
David Flude told us that Church 
World Service had just asked 
UMCOR to find , before the end of 
the week, Methodist churches will
ing to "adopt" more than 50 Asian 
families made stateless by Gen. 
Amin . 

With a history of pastoral ex
changes over the years with Meth
odist churches in England, South 
Africa, India and Ceylon , and hav
ing sponsored refugee families from 
Hungary in the 1950's, First Method
ist willingly sa id "yes." 

On November 6, we learned from 

Dr. James Thomas, executive secre
tary for specialized minist ries of 
UMCOR, that our " family" wou ld be 
a si ngle male, age 34, a native of 
India, English speaking, experienced 
insurance salesman, named Patel. 

When David Flude, Gregory Gore 
and I met him at the airport we 
learned that he was indeed alone 
but that he is marri ed and the father 
of four children. 

He sa id he had sent hi s w ife, who 
st ill had an Indian passport, back 
to India in August, immediately fo l
lowi ng Presi dent Amin's edi ct. Their 
children, three sons and a daughter, 
rangi ng in age from 8 to 12, have 
been living with their grandparents 
and attending school in India si nce 
they were five. 

Patel was assured by the U.S. em
bassy in Uganda that hi s wife would 
have no difficulty in gaining entry 
to the United States once he was 
settled here . He is anxious to have 
her jo in him as soon as possible but 
he sa id he would not send fo r the 
children for at least a yea r. 

" All her papers are in o rder," he 
to ld us, " even her airline ticket. I 
want to make appli cation quickly 
to the U.S. Department of Immi
gration. " 

Patel and his bride of two yea rs, 
both 19, left Gujarat State for Ugan
da in 1957. They both had contracts 
with the Briti sh High Commission 
fo r Uganda as teachers in a govern
ment sponso red elementary schoo l 
for Asian children. 

Patel had taught six months in a 
high schoo l after rece ivi ng his teach
ing diploma and hi s w ife had been 
an organizer for the Girl Guides . 
Their second-class passage paid, 
they traveled by steamship from 
Bombay to Mombasa, Kenya, then 
by rail to Kampala, now the ca pital 
of Uganda. 

When their co ntracts were unex
pectedly terminated after a yea r, the 
Patels decided to stay on in Uganda. 
Patel began to se ll insurance and hi s 
wife helped him with his business, 
handling hi s correspondence and 
other office affairs. 

Patel did well with Pan-Africa and 
two yea rs later, about the time hi s 
eldest son was born , he was pro
moted to a superviso ry position , 
training African agents. 

When Uganda was granted inde
pendence from Brit ish co lonial rul e 
in 1962, Patel was among the 20,000 

or more Asians who immediatel y 
applied for Ugandan citizenship . 
Most of the rest of the estimated 
90,000 Asians in Uganda in 1962 
elected to retai n their British or In
dian passports. 

" I was well p leased to take Ugan
dan ci tizenship," Patel to ld me, " be
ca use I wanted to spend the rest of 
my li fe in Uganda. M y wife also ap
pli ed for citizenship . In fact, we paid 
fees three times but her papers were 
neve r processed . We never knew 
why. 

" I was glad last August, though, 
that she still had her Indian pass
port and cou ld leave the coun try im
med iately," he said. 

The Asian s were pretty much un
touched by the politi ca l turmoil of 
the next few yea rs, Pate l to ld me, 
" because we are not po li tica lly 
minded." 

In 1966, Uganda's first president, 
Sir Edward Mutesa, fled to London 
during a successfu l bid fo r power 
by the country's prime min ister, Mil
ton Obote, w ho declared himself 
presi dent. Then in January, 1971 , 
w hile Obote was out of the cou ntry, 
Gen. Amin, a fo rmer sergeant in 
the King's Africa n Rifles, seized 
power. The deposed Obote took 
refuge in neighboring Tanzania . 

Although Am in strongly crit icized 
Uganda's Asians to win popular sup
port among the country's 9.4 mil
li on blacks, he took no overt action 
a~ai n s t the Asians until hi s sudden 
proclamation of last August. 

Amin 's o ri ginal expul sion order 
was directed at " noncitizen" Asia ns 
- th ose w ho had not become Ugan
da s- but this distinction did not 
las t lon g. During the second week of 
September all cit izens of Asian 
descent we re req uired to report on 
specified days to " ve ri fy" their citi
zenship. Upon reaching the end of 
intermi nably long queues, they were 
in formed their papers were not in 
o rder and that they were no longer 
Ugandans. 

Patel was among the 4,000 or 
more forme r Ugandans w ho sud
denly fo und themse lves " stateless." 

The Briti sh Governm ent, which 
had bestowed citizenship on most 
Asians w hen it left East Afr ica a a 
co lonial power, ag reed to accept all 
th ose with Briti sh passports. India 
wou ld only take those holding In
dian passports. 

Patel began mak ing the rounds of 
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Fatma Chattoo, right, a Ugandan Muslim, 
reads the Koran in the home of a Long 

Island, New York minister; Church 
World Service assisted her. Below, 

Donald Moyer interviews K. Patel on his 
arrival in the United States. Mr. Moyer's 

United Methodist church sponsored 
the Ugandan refugee. 

foreign embassies in Kampala to see 
if any country would accept him. 
Austria, Canada, Denmark, Italy, 
Switzerland, Malawi and Zambia 
were among the first countries offer
ing to accept limited numbers of 
refugees. Then on October 19, he 
learned that the United States had 
agreed to permit the entry of 1,000 
family units. 

" I applied immediately to the 
U.S. Embassy," Patel said . "On Oc
tober 26 I was told I had been 
approved and on that same day got 
my assignment for the fifth flight out 
of the country." 

His troubles were not over, how
ever. Six days later, on November 1, 
five soldiers with Sten guns forced 
their way into his home of 15 years 
and carried off all his belongings . 

" I was so frightened I couldn't 
say anything," Patel recalled . "That 
tension hasn't gone from my head 
even now." 

Like most other refugees, Patel 
paid his own plane fare of $350 
from Kampala to Rome. Except for 
55 pounds of sterling in traveler's 
checks allowed each head of a fam
ily, all personal funds had to be left 
on deposit in Ugandan banks. 

Patel 's flight left Rome on Novem
ber 3, and arrived late that same 
night. He and his fellow refugees 
immediately boarded buses for 
Naples, arriving early November 4. 

For the next 10 days they were 
housed and fed under the auspices 
of the World Council of Churches, 
while arrangements were being 
made for their arrival in the United 
States. They were also outfitted with 
warm clothes for the unaccustomed 
winter weather they would soon ex
perience. 

" We were all up hours ahead of 
time the morning of our flight from 
Rome," Patel remembered . "We 
didn' t want to miss our place on the 
flight to New York." 

Twenty-four hours after leaving 
Naples, and with very little sleep, 
Patel showed no fatigue and talked 
excitedly about the new life that 
was beginning for him . He refused 
to view the previous 90 days with 
any feeling of bitterness. 

" This thing Amin did I do not 
consider a curse, but a blessing," he 
said. " We have a saying that a bad 
happening is usually followed by 
something good . God plans it that 
way." • 



FROM 

THAILAND 
This is a history lesson and a plea 

for you to do what you can either t? 
counteract or bring to a halt, the sen 
ous misrep,resentation of history being 
offered in a T.V. series called "Anna 
and the King." Friends, it is as if an
other nation would run a comedy 
series based on the trials of Mary 
Todd Lincoln and her buffoon hus
band, played by Milton Berle ( Af~er 
all, people did call our beloved Lin
coln a "clown" and a "gorilla"). In 
the "King and I" Brynner sings a 
plaintive song and leans on the statue 
of the Buddha. The Thai resent using 
Buddha statues for decoration and 
leaning on a statue is the height ~f 
crude sacrilege. You can compare it 
to having Lincoln sing a sad song 
while wringing an American Bag in 
his hands. 

King Mongkut is one of Thailand's 
most beloved kings, possibly the 
greatest. Yul Brynner's portrayal is 
perhaps close to Gengis Khan but 
farther removed from the real 
Mongkut than Milton Berle is .fr~m 
Abraham Lincoln . Why does this in
sult done in inexcusable ignorance 
have to go on? 

King Mongkut, before ascending 
the throne, was a monk for twenty
seven years, from the age of twenty
one. A brilliant Pali scholar, he was 
highly respected in the monkhood and 
was for the last fourteen years the 
Abbot of a large monastery and the be
loved leader of a reformed order, more 
strict in personal discipline and more 
scholarly. Endowed with a mind 
hungry for knowledge, he befriended 
missionaries both Catholic and Prot
estant, having them teach him all they 
knew in science, history, political 
theory, Latin, French and English. 
The free democracy of the monkhood 
pleased him immensely, and he trav
eled throughout the country mixing 
with people (and making some im
portant archeological discoveries). 
Physically he was short, his face parti
ally paralyzed by a stroke. A mixture 
of gentili ty and forcefulness, patience 
with occasional flashes of impatient 
anger, brilliant, very well educated, 
he was the only unanimous choice to 
succeed his bro ther. Warn d that the 
alternative would be a serious struggle 
fo r the throne, he reluctantly gave up 
the yellow robes for the crown, the 

nine-tiered umbrella, the absolute 
power of the monarch, and the pe~
q uisites including the harem, a radi
cal cha~ge from the peaceful ascetic 
monastry life. 

He quickly showed his humility and 
democratic ways. In the ceremony, 
where nobles drink the water of loyal
ty, he unprecedentedly took t?e cu? 
first and drank himself, pledging his 
loyalty to h is nation. He reduced con
siderably (but not totally) the ob
sequiousness of customary postures of 
respect. The dignity of male servants 
was raised by allowing them to wear 
buttoned-down shirts as others in
stead of appearing bare-chested 
( Brynner's bare-chested king is totally 
wrong). 

King Mongkut did hire Mrs. Anna 
Leonowens to teach the palace chil
dren after he found too annoying the 
proselyting of the missionary wives . 
But his relations with her were kept 
at a minimum. He was annoyed at her 
meddlesome ways and once asked her 
if she were at all acquainted with the 
word chari ty which Paul treats in the 
first Corinthian letter. She came after 
he had completed the greater bulk of 
his skillful diplomatic maneuverings 
with the colonizing powers and the 
voluminous hand written correspon
dence, though she may have helped.on 
a letter or two. Her helping the king 
is exaggerated in the book, immensely 
so on stage, fllm and T .V. to prop~r
tions insul ting to Thai people and dis
turbing to serious hfatorians and 
lovers of truth . 

Anna's role in Tha iland is not based 
on history but on her own memoirs 
written after she left ( Mongkut was 
not s rry to see her go nor did she see 
him die as she records, having left a 
year before) . Her memoirs, as virtual
ly all scholars conclude, betray an 
exceedingly wild imagination, mos t 
being too kind to call her a l.iar. But 
her memoirs sold well, being en
titled "Siamese Harem Life" and half 
a century later a Presbyterian mission
ary wife, thinking it history, wrote a 
very popular novel based on it. Thus 
Anna's star was launched followed by 
two films, one stage musical and now 
a T.V. series. The only problem is that 
there is no r cognized place for her 
in the cours of Thai hi tory, and her 
supposed influence on King Mongkut 
has not the slightest historical support. 
She was a meddlesome hireling, not a 
friend of the king. 

If you are looking for influence, for 

[93 ] 4 1 

-i 11,, 

. 

,. 
, 11 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I I 

II 

I. 

" 

1•, 



the r al story ( which would make a 
good book but a poor musical ) may 
I suggest "Th Missionaries and the 
King of Siam"? History supports this. 
Th Thai recognize it. Missionari s 
fed him the learning he wanted and 
helped prepar him for hi very effec
tive reign as he led Thailand into 
modern times. It was the missionaries 
that brought what he wanted for his 
nation, education, printing and jour
nalism, medicine, and also the Chris
tian ethic which he admired. 

He was a man who believed in in
tellectual und rstanding as the force 
against superstition and ignorance. 
His death came from malaria caught 
while on an expedition to observe the 
solar eclipse. He was impatient with 
supernatural affairs, and this included 
the teachings of the missionaries on 
revelation and redemption. "What you 
teach my people is foolish,'' he told 
his missionary friends, "but what you 
would have them do is admirable." 

It was a son of King Mongkut, 
Prince Damrong, Thailand's greatest 
scholar, who in 1928 at the celebration 
of one hundred years of Protestant 
work in Thailand, said that Thailand 
was fortunate in that the blessings of 
the West did not come by imperial
istic gunboat but by the good will of 
American missionaries. Thai history 
books mention Dr. Dan Beach Brad
ley who introduced vaccination, mod
em surgery, the printing press and 
Thailand's first newspaper, and Dr. 
Samuel House, another medical pio
neer and his sewing up his own 
stomach after being gored by an ele
phant. Missionaries are honored in 
Thailand as having served the nation. 

This is our heritage. But ignorance 
of custom and lack of sensitivity can 
spoil things. Recently we were all up
set when newspapers ran pictures of a 
young American seated on the head 
of a large Buddha statue. Thais were 
outraged and a sharp but quickly sub
sided reaction against missionaries oc
curred when it was learned that the 
pictured one and the photographer 
were both Mormon missionaries. (The 
processor, disturbed by what he saw, 
sent the picture to a Bangkok news
paper.) Our church quickly sent a 
letter expressing shame at the act and 
soon newspapers began stories telling 
how missionaries serve the Thai and do 
not show such disrespect. The two 
Mormons are serving a six-month jail 
sentence for deliberate sacrilege. Yul 
Brynner is committing in ignorance 
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sacrilege and serious lese-majeste. 
Harry and Jeanne Norlander 

Th e Rev. Harry L. Norlander is 
field director of Christian edt1cation . 
fie v isits local churches and districts 
and foc uses on teacher-training con
fere nces and ste tcardship education. 
Mrs. Jeanne No rlander is active in t71 e 
community, and oversees th e admin
ist1atio11 of ft111ds for th e education of 
f raternal tcorkers' children. 

NEW 
HEBRIDES 

If there is one issue which sum
marizes the frustrations we encounter 
in our work here in Christian educa
tion-it is freedom. The New Hebri
deans are bound economically, poli
tically and religiously, and they are 
frustrated at every turn when they 
attempt to escape their bondage. 

Economically, the bottom has fallen 
out of the world copra market, the 
Europeans control what business en
terprises there are here. Politically, 
the British and French play ping-pong 
with the "territory" while the Con
dominium Government is given the 
crumbs for their existence. The fact 
that protocol does not allow for citi
zenship for New Hebrideans is a hard 
reality to swallow in today's world. 
Religiously, expatriates and islanders 
are beginning to dismantle missionary 
dominance, but indigenization comes 
more as a financial expedient than as 
a humanizing reality. 

Roxi and I find it hard to realize 
that the concept of salvation as free
dom for the oppressed and release to 
the captives has yet to impress Chris
tian thought in the New Hebrides. 
The pattern of evangelism through 
conviction, rather than through cele
bration, is demeaning to an oppressed 
people. Old people are mostly un
educated and content in the dominant 
Christian legalism, but the young are 
restless, rootless and skeptical of the 
old-time religion. Both are without 
the aid of a mediating clergy or laity 
who can hear their pleas or minister to 
them in a cha nging world. The young 

overseas- trained clergy seem to be the 
hope of the future, but the present 
reality is one of confusion and chaos. 
Students at the Bible College-after 
viewing a film about the New Hebri
des called "Islands Arising," renamed 
it "Islands Sinking." One would al
most characterize the question mark 
hovering over the church as despair. 
If only a revival of the old way could 
sweep through the land! This cry is 
the false hope. 

Into this reality we are thrust with 
a mandate to establish a Division of 
Christian Education and to search out 
and train New Hebridean leadership 
to carry on the task of Christian Edu
cation. We find it a formidable chal
lenge. Our first six months have been 
spent listening and observing. We 
have toured the islands, observed the 
church at all levels from the smallest 
parish to the meeting of the General 
Assembly. We have met with commit
tees of all sizes and shapes and levels 
of importance. Now with our vast con
fusion , we are beginning to act and, 
as we act, we are finding even more 
confusion in our wake. We see our 
role as one of raising questions and 
encouraging others to do the same. 
We also see our role as enabling peo
ple through resources and skill de
velopment to begin to answer the 
questions they are able to define. 

A New Hebridean youth worker 
summed up his task and ours: "The 
church has done a lot of teaching but 
in finding the people's need and help
ing them to solve their problems, she 
is not very active in the present time." 

The answer to self-development will 
come only when New Hebrideans 
grapple with their own problems. As 
fraternal \.VOrkers, we can only pro
vide the skills and point to the re
sources available. The rest is in the 
hands of those New Hebridean Chris
tians who grasp the vision. 

William and Roxana Coop 
T71e Rev. William L. Coop and Mrs. 

Roxana Coop are Christian education 
directors in Vila, New Hebrides, 
headquarters of the Presbyterian 
Clwrch of the New Hebrides. The 
emphasis is on indigenou~ leadership. 

(The Presbyterian Cl1t1rch of the 
New Hebrides has a membership of 
8,616 served by 32 pastors with 212 
preaching places. 

The total Christian community in 
Nett; Hebrides numbers 76,085 of 
whom 11 000 are Roman Catholic and 
65,085 are Protestant.) 
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. 
Special Report: 

The NCC 
is still afloat 

by Charles E. Brewster 
At the final triennial general as

sembly of the National Council of 
Churches in Dallas in early December 
the mood was definitely "up," tinged 
with just a little regret that this was 
the last such meeting before the 
Council goes into a more compact 
structure. In contrast to the near chaos 
that prevailed at the last general as
sembly in Detroit when many persons 
and groups took over the microphones 
and demanded attention, this assem
bly was a model of decorum with 
scrupulous attention to business. Said 
outgoing president, Dr. Cynthia 
Wedel, "In spite of many dire predic
tions-such as the comment that I had 
been elected captain of the Titanic-
the good ship NCC is still very much 
afloat and in many ways streamlined 
and refitted to set out on a new 
voyage." 

Judging from the Dallas meeting, 
the "streamlined" National Council 
will maintain if not increase its com
mitment to justice and liberation, will 
give greater attention to evangelism 
and renewal and possibly also to the 
voice of "conservative evangelicals," 
and will also be concerned about 
ecology. However, there will be less of 
an emphasis on resolutions and pro
nouncements, according to the new 
president, Dr. Sterling Cary, a United 
Church of Christ executive from New 
York and the first black elected to the 
NCC's top post. 

Neither the restructure nor the reso
lutions stirred as much controversy as 
the appearance of black poet Imamu 
Amiri Baraka, who had been invited 
by the Task Force on Justice, Libera
tion and Human Fulfillment. His ap-

pearance was protested by representa
tives of the Anti-Defamation League, 
who walked out, and by two staff 
persons from the American Jewish 
Committee who held a press confer
ence denouncing Baraka ( formerly 
known as LeRoi Jones) as "notorious 
for his anti-white racism and vicious 
anti-Semitism." 

The controversy continued as it was 
revealed that Baraka would get $1,500 
plus transportation expenses (no one 
found out how much his three body
guards received ) and that this money 
might have to come from the Council 
if it could not be obtained from out
side sources. This issue was plainly 
mishandled by the Council leadership; 
at one point the press was told that 
what Mr. Baraka received was "not 
the concern of the press"-which is 
not exactly what you should tell the 
press. 

Mr. Baraka's speech itself threat
ened to put many of the delegates to 
sleep. So much of the rhetoric about 
the church being either for the "revo
lution" or against it seemed warmed 
over H. Rap Brown. Toward the end, 
however, as Mr. Baraka launched into 
the topic of Kawaida Towers, a black 
owned housing unit in Newark whose 
construction is being opposed by some 
whites, he was quite humorous and 
effective as he appealed for "law and 
order" and asked the churches to "un
derstand the ministry of satisfying the 
needs of the people." On balance, 
however, the speech was not worth 
$1,500 and it wasn't worth risking 
alienating the Jewish community as 
well as many others to invite him. 
Said United Methodist delegate Dr. 
Eugene Smith, head of the U. S. sec
tion of the World Council of 
Churches, "The invitation to Baraka 
was a mistake." 

No Longer Adversaries 
The Council redeemed itself the 

following day with as fine a dialogue 
as most of the delegates will ever hear 
between conservative and liberal 
points of view in the church. Dr. 
David Hubbard, president of Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
California, declared: "We need a new 
openness to the spiritual hunger of our 
day. People are begging for a word 
from beyond. What a time it is for the 
Church to be the Church, to minister 
to this lostness. People without Jesus 
Christ are lost . . . there is room for 
bold and open confrontation in evan
gelism in our land today." 

In response, D r. Colin Williams, 
Dean of Yale University Divinity 
School, said he and Dr. Hubbard were 
"not here as adversaries-the time for 
an adversary relationship in the 
church on these matters is past." The 
mainline churches, Dr. Williams said, 
"don't give people a starting point, 
and the conservative churches do not 
provide a way of continuing and 
growing." How Christians work to
gether on that "is the crucial problem 
of our time," he said. 

Dr. Hubbard, a member of the 
Conservative Baptist Church, which is 
not a member of the NCC, declared 
that the "greatest need is just plain 
exci tement about the faith." He 
thought conservative evangelicals 
were beginning to "flesh out the flat 
sides" of their fa ith in terms of justice 
and concern for the poor and he 
hoped he would see the liberal 
churches "fleshing out their flat sides." 
Dr. Williams acknowledged that lib
eral Christianity often "appears con
tinuous with the natural life" and "the 
sense of crisis and commitment is 
lost." However, he thought that evan
gelism included concern fo r "the prin
cipalities and powers" of the world 
and all of life's structures. Dr. Hub
bard agreed with having a social con
cern but he didn't see what connec
tion that had with evangelism. 

Technology and Ecology 
A program on ecology or "the stew

ardship of creation" was headlined by 

The Rel' . W . Sterling Cary, the new 
President of th e National Council of 
Churches, declares he is "w eary" of 
resolutions. Joining him for their first 
press conf<•rence afrer their election is 
lit r . Victor L. Baltze ll, of the Christ ian 
Church (Discifllcs of Chri t ) from Dallas, 
T exas, tdw is first rice-pre ident. 



world-famous anthropologist Margaret 
Mead, who di cussed a book she and a 
large NCC-supported task force have 
been working on for two years. To 
Love or to Perish (Friendship Press, 
see BOOKS ), is the result of the ef
for ts of scientists and theologians who 
have been wrestling with Christian 
obligations in a world of science-based 
technology. The group has been co
ordinated by Dr. J. Edward Carothers, 
formerly head of the ational Di
vision of tlie United Methodist Board 
of Missions. Strangely, the Council 
omitted acknowledging Dr. Carothers 
and his work on this report. 

In contrast to the technological 
doomsayers, Dr. Mead is an enthusiast 
and supporter of Christian activism. 
"For the first time," she says, "we have 
the chance to demonstrate that we can 
love all men as our brothers. This 
moment in history gives the Christian 
Church the greatest opportunity on 
earth." She fears, however, that there 
is an inward turning in many churches 
and a withdrawal from worldwide 
concerns. "Twenty years ago before 
the mission fields were indigenized 
most churches here had missionaries 
who came back and told them what 
was going on. Now most Christians 
around the world want to run their 
own churches, but this has had the re
sult of making people here less aware 
and less concerned." 

One of the problems with Council 
meetings is that delegates tend to hear 
the presentations and even make res
olutions but then go home and forget 
it all. To get around this, the assem
bly organizers gave time for "strategy 
groups" in which delegates from the 
same geographical area would come 
up with strategies on the issues of 
justice and liberation, evangelism and 
renewal, and ecology and then com
mit themselves to those strategies. The 
intention was doubtless worthwhile, 
but the result was an unmanageable 
list of two-hundred-and-fifty strate
gies which delegates were to read 
through in half an hour and check 
which ones they personally would 
pursue. It was unrealistic. 

A Score of Resolutions 
More familiar with resolutions than 

strategies, the Assembly deliberated 
on a score of pronouncements. They 
asked the churches to focus attention 
on the drug problem, denounced the 
continued hostilities in Indochina as 
"immoral ... especially the continued 
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massive bombardment conducted by 
the U. S. Air Force and Navy," and 
noted that the Armed Forces have 
made "some significant advances" in 
desegregation (and specifically com
mended Admiral Zumwalt ) but urged 
"eradication of every vestige of racism 
in tlie military community." 

Other resolutions urged medical aid 
to Indochina, concern for fellow Chris
tians in the Middle East, support of 
continuing education for overseas pas
tors and their spouses, and use of 
union iceberg lettuce at hotels hosting 
NCC meetings. The most discussion 
centered around a resolution intro
duced by Mr. William P. Thompson, 
Stated Clerk of the United Presby
terian Church, which recommended 
"a process of demilitarizing American 
society, including a substantial re
duction of excessive armaments." In 
his introduction (which was finally 
not part of the resolution ) Mr. 
Thompson said the U.S. had violated 
three categories of war crimes in In
dochina : crimes against peace, con
ventional war crimes, the crimes 
against humanity. "The war crimes," 
he said, "are not only war crimes, but 
sins ." Mr. Thompson was assistant 
prosecutor at the International Mili
tary Tribunal in Japan after World 
War II. 

Although the Assembly did add a 
fourth Commission on Justice, Libera
tion and Development, there was sur
prisingly little debate on the restruc
ture. Instead of an 800-member 
triennial general assembly and a 250-
member board meeting three times a 
year, there will be only a 347-member 
Governing Board twice a year. The 
quota system (half laity, one-fourth 
women, one-eighth youth ) has been 
accepted at all levels because, as Dr. 
Thomas J. Liggitt of the Disciples of 
Christ says, "evidence has not been 
found that without it there would be 
adequate representation." The larger 
churches, such as the United Method
ist and United Presbyterian, will have 
proportionally slightly less representa
tion than formerly, a formula designed 
for possible Roman Catholic member:
ship in the Council. Also, the larger 
churches will proportionally be paying 
a larger share of Council support. Ac
cording to United Methodist Bishop 
Ralph Alton, the new structure is 
"wise" but it '\vill have to prove its 
ability to combine representation of 
the communions with competence in 
decision-making and carrying out pro-

gram." The strength of the new struc
ture will be in the unit committees, 
the bishop believes. 

Orthodox Problems 
Among the smaller churches which 

will have an increased strength in the 
new Council are those in the Orthodox 
tradition. At Dallas representatives of 
these churches indicated that on sev
eral modem issues, specifically abor
tion, amnesty and the Middle East, as 
well as statements which might be 
critical of the Soviet Union, these 
Churches are finding their relationship 
to the NCC strained. When the list of 
strategies turned up five that were 
pro-Zionist in their support of Israel, 
there was a strenuous objection from 
members of the eastern churches, in
cluding Armenian Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, one of three newly 
elected vice-Presidents of the Coun
cil. Dr. Frank Maria, of Warner, New 
Hampshire, a delegate of the Anti
ochian Orthodox Christian Church of 
North America, was convinced ·these 
strategies were initiated by the Ameri
can Jewish Committee "observers." 
This represents, he said, "an intrusion 
by an outside force." The AJC denied 
initiating the strategies, but acknowl
edged they were part of a caucus that 
proposed them. This is an issue that 
will become more acute if the Council 
seeks to reach out to the Jewish com
munity. 

There will be other aspects of strain 
in the Council in the next three years, 
but probably none as difficult as those 
that appeared in Detroit. The Council 
did well to applaud the efforts of 
Cynthia Wedel in bringing the ship 
of the National Council "through the 
storm." It is still a remarkable thing, 
as one Dallas citizen told me who had 
read of the Council in the papers, 
that so many different religious tradi
tions in the Church can have a meet
ing like this, not to mention having an 
organization that will carry on their 
concerns. • 
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TO LOVE OR TO PERI SH : The Tech
nological Crisis and the Churches . 
Edited by J. Edward Carothers, Mar
garet Mead, Daniel D. McCracken and 
Roger Sh inn. New York, 1972: F riend
ship Press, 152 pages, $1.95. 

"Jesus Christ signals to us the design 
and intent of God for the natural world 
and mankind. The redemption of crea
tion is a divine purpose begun in history. 
Technology is a human response to the 
creative energies of the Creator God. 
Like all human achievements, it is loaded 
with danger. But mankind can use this 
divine gift, if it will , to enhance human 
freedom, community and reverence." 

This in a nutshell is the conclusion of 
the work of thirty-eight scientists and 
theologians who have spent the last two 
years meeting together at different times 
to discuss the Future of Mankind and 
the Role of the Christian Churches in a 
World of Science-based Technology. 
They apparently spent no time on the 
essentially fruitless debate of whether 
the potential of technology is greater 
toward evil uses than of good , for de
human ization (as Jacques Ellul believes) 
or for humanization (as Harvey Cox and 
others have implied ). But they are in 
agreement that "the issues raised by 
science-based technology, far from letting 
mankind evade issues of social justice 
and dist ribution of power, wi ll require 
individuals and societies to meet the old 
issues more forthrightly and urgently 
than in the past." 

These issues come up in many areas 
of technologically based life-in trans
portation, in the biological revolution, 
in health , in population stabilization. 
nuclear energy and electricity, and many 
others. Across all of these issues run the 
really disturbing questions : Who bene
fits? Who makes the decisions? Who 
should give up something to achieve 
greater ha1mony and reconciliation? 
What are the things that must be done 
as opposed to those things which ca~ 
be done but are unnecessary and perhaps 
even harmful? What can be done to 
narrow the gap between the techno
logical societies and the Thi rd World 
societies on these issues? Who will pay 
the costs of change? 

Take for example a relat ively simple 
area: population . Presently there are 
3.6 billion people in the world , with 
about 2.5 billion of them in the under
developed areas . By the year 2040 the 
world's population will at this rate be 
an incredible 14 b ill ion . The underde
veloped areas (the Task Force uses the 

euphemism "developing" ), are growing 
at a rate of 2.5 percent, which doubles 
their population every thirty years. On 
the other hand, an individual in one of 
the developed societies uses fa r more of 
the world's natural resources than a per
son in an underdeveloped country. Al
though the U.S. in coming decades will 
have only five percent of the world's 
population it will use nearly half of the 
world 's production of scarce resources. 
Thus, the "tangled ethical issues": whose 
fertility should be res trained? "what 
methods of restraint are permissible in 
the framework of a commitment to lib
eration, justice and reconciliation? when 
should we begin trying to achieve re
straint? Christians who care about living 
in love with our neighbors and not per
mitting the planet to perish must begin 
to consider these questions. 

Contrary to what one might expect 
from a large task force's report , To Love 
or to Perish is written in breezy and 
understandable prose. Unfortunately, 
much of the ground covered in this 
report will be famili ar to Christians who 
participated in the ew Machines and 
New Humanity study a year ago. In fact , 
some sections read very much like 'or
man Faramell i's book Technethics, which 
was the study book. That should not be 
surprising, inasmuch as Faramell i played 
an important part on the Task Force, 
but one wonders if more material could 
not have been included going beyond 
that study. The importance of th is book 
lies in its being the considered views of 
thirty-eight outstanding scholars , most of 
them speaking out of some Christian per
spective. But if the Task Force produces 
nothing more than this slim volume there 
will be a serious question if the Churches 
got their money's worth. 

The best part of the book is the 
section of prayers at the end, of which 
this one is an example: "O God , who 
has freely limited h is omnipotence in 
order to grant to his creations the gift of 
freedom, forgive us the misuses of th is 
gift for hatred and evil instead of for 
love and good." 

C .E.B. 
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UP THE SANDBOX 
Distributed by National General Pic
tures. 
Directed by Irvin Kershner 

THE HEARTBREAK KID 
Distributed by 20th Century Fox 
Studio 
Directed by Elaine May 

Laughing at the Jewish mother (a 
clever man once wrote that a Jewish 
mother is a mother the moment she's 

born ) just might become a national 
pastime ranking wi th football watching 
thanks to the seeming preoccupation of 
modem American filmm akers: Goodbye 
Columbus; Where's Poppa; Such Good 
Friends; Portnoy's Complaint; etc. Two 
new fllms, Up the Sandbox and The 
Heartbreak Kid are extended Jewish 
mother jokes, but not very successful 
ones, and join the list. 

Up the Sandbox dramatizes the Jewish 
mother as young wife and mother who 
suffers, if we take Paul Zindel's screen 
adaption of Anne Richardson Roiphe's 
novel at face value, blackouts during 
which she fan tasizes about her husband's 
infidelity, Castro, black liberation gang
sters, African Amazons, etc.- all induced 
by the stress of an unan ticipated preg
nancy. 

Barbra Streisand 's portrayal of Mar
garet, the remarkably unliberated young 
mother, is so adroit however, that the 
potential seriousness of the heroine's 
dilemma is often forgotten midst her 
warm personality. 

The major humor to some, I suppose, 
is that Margaret is a Jewish mother going 
to seed after marrying the good man, 
achieving the good home, and producing 
the good children. To others, this is 
not necessarily comic material. 

The Heartbreak Kid is a more per
verse comedy because the Jewish mother 
joke only lasts for the fllm 's first hall. 

This time the Jewish mother, Lila 
(Jeannie Berlin ), is only a potential 
mother and never gets a chance at even 
the sandbox. Lila is an immature newly
wed who is cruelly dumped following 
her Miami honeymoon by her malad
justed and charmingly stupid husband 
Lenny (Charles Grodin ). 

He has fallen obsessively in love with 
Kelly (Cybil Shepherd ), a WASPy 
blonde right out of his wildest dreams 
whom he meets while Lila recovers in 
the room from fi rs t day sunburn . 

Director Elaine May (A New Leaf) 
quickly touches all the ordinary Jewish 
bases for humor-the wedding, the in
laws- and then wryly strikes out on her 
own with some deft shots of the monied 
Miami vacationers. 

Broadway's eil Simon adapted the 
screen play from Bruce Jay Friedman's 
clever short story and is mercilessly funny 
when dealing with the decline and fall 
of Lila and Lennie. He also gets mileage 
from the irony that these are 1972 
characters handicapped with 1950 social 
convent ions. Lenny asks for Kelly's hand 
without ever even kissing her. 

But the second half of the movie, 
which follows Lenny as he amazingly 
achieves his own particular impossible 
dream, rings less true-indeed is boring 
and silly because it is so unbelievable-
probably because the Jewish mother is 
cut out entirely. After all , what's a 
Chaplin comedy without Chaplin? 

JOHN C. B ATCHELOR 
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THOUGHT PROVOKING 
We find 1ew World Outlook thought-pro

voking. Many articles seem one-sided. fany are 
informati\'e and some stimulating. 

( REV.) G. CHAUIERS BROWSE 

Goiania, Goias , Brazil 

AMN ESTY WITHOUT PENAL TY? 
Complete amne ty without some penalty is 

immoral! You say ("Is Amnesty Immoral?" 
December edi torial ), "The closer we get to 
peace that supposedly is at hand the more 
urgent becomes the question of what to do to 
those who chose to go to jail or Ree their coun
trv rather than to kill Vietnamese." They were 
n~t thinking abou t that. They were wanting to 
save their own skins, so I am with President 
Nixon and the hundreds of thousands of patrio t
ic ci tizens of this country who feel they should 
serve at least a couple of yea rs in a peacetime 
army or service of some kind for the country 
they deserted. That would not hurt them any 
as they would come out as full-fledged citizens 
instead of yellows. 

In both World War I and II we were just as 
scared to go as these boys but we djd not ques
tion it. 1 am a Methodist but I am ti red of the 
Counci l of Churches, and the Methoili t Church 
in particular, trying to dictate government 
policy. 

You never say anything, ru1ytime about North 
Vietnam's invasion of Laos or Cambodia a 
well as South Vietnam, where their big Russian 
gun are complete ly tearing up Sou th Vietnam's 
citie and murdering thou ands and thousands 
of civilians. You know very well that thousands 
Aed from orth Vietnam to the outh to escape 
Communism. Instead, you uphold the Berrigan 
bro thers and their likes. President ixon wants 
this war over as we do. It was started by Presi
dent Kennedy and furth ered by President 
Johnson, but you want us to surrender . You 
think after all it is one Vietnam, but the North 
has broken every rule of the Geneva Confer
ence, and what about Laos and Cambodia? 

We lost a 19-year-old son in war, and we do 
deplore war! 

H. W. MORRI ON 

Cameron, Missouri 

SOURCE OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Susan Macphail's letter in the December 

issue of New World Outlook wa a source of 
great encouragement to me, after reading some 
of the unreasonable, mendacious comments 
about your magazine (even calling it Com
munist propaganda ), and the uninformed cri ti 
cism of articles such as Mr. Lecky's "Outlook 
from Hanoi," some months ago. Since when is 
it a sin to tell tl1e truth? Mr. Lecky told us the 
truth about what he saw in North Vietnam . But 
some people evidently don't like tl1e tru th , when 
it does not coincide with thei r prejudices. 

What appalls me is how Christian people can 
condone United States participation in tl1e war 
in Vietnam, and can be so oblivious to what the 
facts and realities are. I shall mention a few. 

l ) Our intervention in a civil war in a tiny 
country thousands of mi les· from our shores 
was tl1e most colossal, costly blunder in our 
entire history as a nation. 

2) Our hypocrisy in affirming, as we have 
done over and over again, tl1at we defend the 
right of self-determination of peoples is astound
ing in view of our record. Where was the U.S. 
when t11e ruthless dictator Franco, wi th ilie 
help of planes and tanks from Hitler and Mus
solini, overtlrrew the duly-elected government 
of Spain in 1938? What about tl1e self-determi
nation of the Spanish people during tl1e past 
34 years? Why didn't we send 500,000 men 
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over t11ere so tl1at tl1e Spanish people could 
continue to have the kind of government they 
had chosen in 1931? 

Where was our principle of self-detern1ina
tion when Chiang Kfil-shek and his followers 
imposed tl1emselves on Tahvan, at tl-ie cost of 
20,000 Taiwanese lives? Chiang Kai-shek has 
ru led Taiwan ever since, and tl1ere is scarcely 
a Taiwanese in the government. 

\Vhat about tl1e principle of self-determina
tion when a group of generals overtlrrew the 
constitutional government of Brazil in 1964, and 
tl1e Uni ted States Government recognized the 
military di ctatorship wiiliin 24 hours? How 
obscene can we get? 

3) T he unspeakable wickedness of our gov
ernment in raining death and destruction on 
helpless people in Indocruna day after day is 
rea lly frightening. At the time of writing tl1is 
letter we are kHling more people than we did 
before we began wiilidrawing ground forces. 
And there are Christian people who condone 
this. But, tl1ey say, hasn't tl1e North invaded 
tl1e South? We have been ilie invaders, because 
whetl1er it be the Vietcong or tl10se who live in 
the orth , tl1ey are fighting in tl1eir own 
country, just as tl1e Yankees believed they were 
fighting in tl1eir own country during our Civil 
War. The Geneva Agreement of 1954 makes no 
mention of two Vietnams, because they did not 
exist. After solemnly ag reeing not to ilisturb 
the terms of the Geneva Agreement by force, 
tl1e U.S. Government aided and abetted Diem 
in thwarting tl1e provision of tl1e Geneva Agree
ment which ca lled for elections in the whole 
country by 1956. This is what tl1e war is all 
about, shall there be one Vietnru11 or two?
and we have certainly compounded the prob
lem by in tervening in tl1e affairs of another 
country. 

4) The massive deception of the American 
people by ilie U.S. Government is almost un
believable. Read the Pentagon Papers. Remem
ber Dr. K;ssinger's categoric sta tement on TV 
on October 26 that "peace is at hand." There 
were only a few details to be ironed out in 
one more session in Paris. Why the deception? 
\Vas it to get vo tes on November 7? 

When will the American people, and espe
cially the Christians in our land, wake up to our 
terrible blunder in intervening in Vietnam and 
our criminal behavior, not only in Vietnam but 
in all Indochina? 

( DR. ) \ V. STANLEY RYCRO FT 

Jamesburg, N.J. 

GRIEVOUS TO THE SPIRIT 
T here have been many " news items" in 

Mission Memo which are grievous to the Spirit. 
T he one titled "Religious Freedom in North 
Vietnam" in the December issue is such obvious 
propaganda I wonder how it ever got printed . 
Anyone who has visited with those who have 
lived under Communist domination wil l hear 
the same story from everyone-the Communists 
a llow certain churches to operate as "show
places." The church bishops and pastors are 
selected with great care. They are the ones 
who are willing to compromise their fa ith to 
be acceptable to tlrn government. 

A prominent Rom3lllan pas tor {now in ilie 
U.S.) thought Communism was defeated in his 
country when one day, after years of rotten 

cabbage and intestine soup, all prisoners re
ceived meat, a vegetable, two rolls and an 
apple. Then tluough the prison walls he heard 
tl1e visiting team of a particular U.S. church 
organiza tion leaving and expressing tl1eir ap
proval to Communist officials as to the humane 
treatment and excellent food they were giving 
their prisoners . T he nex t meals were back to 
the same old slop. How long are Americans 
going to be duped! How the devil must rejoice 
when such lies appear in Christi an magazines. 

As to the bombing of churches and bishops, 
etc., don't Americans real ize church structures 
are used as camouRage and anyone can dress 
like a bishop? I believe that if the gospel of 
salvation were returned to inilividual Christians 
guided by tl1e Holy Spiri t and taken away from 
the impersonal blob sitting in a pew, dropping 
his envelope in ilie plate muttering, "Okay, 
Cod, do your tl1ing," the Christian fa itl1 would 
spread over the world much fas ter. Don' t fee l 
sorry for tl1e true Christians who go to live 
wi tl1 tl1e Father. Cry over tl1e unsaved who rue. 

Everyone knows war is he ll . So ins tead of 
pra ising tl1e fake religious freedom in Com
munist countries in our church literature, let's 
encourage readers to bomb the Communists 
wi th prayer. Only when John 8:32 is reali ty to 
all people of the world w ill we have peace. 

MRS . CATLORD SCHRODER 

Alma, Nebraska 

UNCHRISTIAN AND UNETHICAL 
To me, it seems unchristian and unetl1ical 

for you to use your magazine fo r such anti
American propaganda and politics. 

(MRs.) D OROTHY FARNEY 

Santa Ana, California 

REDUCING THE FLOW OF GIFTS 
In your September issue, Rev. Phil Jones 

wrote, "Just keep on printing more special re
ports like 'Outlook from Hanoi' and tl1e Church 
wi ll find a steady decline in her World Service 
gifts." 

Much ilie srune can be said of tl1e article, 
"An Ameri can Widow in an African Revolu
tion" in the September issue. 

Creighton Lacy's article could well reduce 
tl1e flow of scholarship gifts to Mozambique, 
where hundreds of students are relying on some 
help to get tl1em through high school. Church 
and government schools are full of young 
people who are preparing tlrnmselves fo r what
ever roles they may be called upon to play in 
tile fu ture. 

Janet Mondlane could have told what she is 
doing, wiiliout discrediting everyiliing that has 
been done by the Church in t!Us country. And 
your editorial staff could be more iliscreet in 
what it prints. 

( MRS.) D OROTHY P E RSON 

Morrumbene, Mozambique 

PROTESTS IN SINGAPORE 
111e Student Christian Movement was a driv

ing force behind organizing two anti-bombing 
demonstrations on December 27 and January 2 
at tl1e American E mbassy. The police contacted 
all tl1e leaders after tl1e first demonstration
which was only about 150 people haniling 
pe titions to ilie ambassador's assistant and 
chanting a few an ti -war words-warrung them 
not to have tile second demonstration. The 
students instead lighted candles and encouraged 
others to light tl1em in windows or drive with 
headlights on. Police dispersed about 50 from 
the Anglican ca thedral grounds where they 
were singing and holding candles. 

B ARBARA H OWELL 

Singapore 
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CALIFORNIA. COURT DECISION 
SPURS PICKETING OF LETTUCE 

A California Su reme Court ruling 
having freed the United Farm Workers 
to picket and organize, Cesar Chavez 
said his UFW union will set up picket 
lines around the nation's supermarkets 
and lettuce fields to force lettuce growers 
to sign union contracts. 

Speaking at a press conference, the 
union leader predicted a further escala
tion of his battle with the Teamsters 
Union to organize some 30,000 vegetable 
field workers. 

"Now we're ready to pick up where 
we left off in September 1970," said Mr. 
Chavez, declaring that picketing of major 
supermarket chains selling non-UFW 
lettuce will get under way in 60 cities. 

In addition to the renewal of the ice
berg lettuce boycott, Mr. Chavez said 
the UFW campaign will also attempt 
to show the American people that there 
is no jurisdictional dispute between the 
UFW and the Teamsters in the Cali
fornia lettuce fields. 

He said the UFW will strike the let
tuce growers when harvesting begins in 
March and April. "Everything we do 
will be non-violent and legal. The Team
sters have contracts but not the workers." 

The Dec. 29 ruling by the California 
Supreme Court lifted a Monterey Coun
ty injunction prohibiting striking and 
picketing by the UFW union. In a 6-to
l decision, the court said that lettuce 
growers in 1970 entered into a five-year 
"union shop" agreement with the Team
sters without trying to determine if the 
workers supported the Teamsters union. 

Therefore, the court ruled the UFW 
has no jurisdictional dispute with the 
Teamsters and the UFW is free to carry 
out organizing activities. 

UFW counsel Jerry Cohen also dis
closed at the Chavez press conference 
that the Union is seeking damages of 
$113 million in two suits against the 
Teamsters and lettuce growers. The 
UFW is claiming that farm workers 
were deprived of their civil rights and 
that a conspiracy existed to artificially 
depress wages. 

"We may as well get this out into the 
open,• said Mr. Cohen. "This is out and 
out racism; he added, referring to the 
Teamsters as ·a white man's union." 

) I 
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BEFORE AND A"ER 
VATICAN CITY-A life-sized photo of the Madonna in Michelangelo's Pieta showing 

the damage caused by a hammer-wielding man in May 1972 is compared with the restored 
work. After seven months of work by art experls, the famed masterpiece was unveiled 
to photographers before being returned to its place in St. Peter's Basilica. To guard against 
further incidents. the Pieta will be placed behind a glass shield. 

"SUICIDES" IN MOZAMBIQUE 
PROMPT APPEAL FOR QUERY 

The "immediate intervention" of the 
U.S. Secretary of State for information 
about the "alleged" suicides in jail of two 
Presbyterian leaders in Mozambique has 
been requested by William P. Thompson, 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Thompson, who is also President 
of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (Presbyterian and Congrega
tional), told Secretary William Rogers in 
a letter delivered today that his "urgent 
attention to this matter is critical," be
cause many other church members in the 
Portuguese colony are detained without 
trial or judgment, and their legitimate 

rights have been suppressed. 
The United Presbyterian Church and 

the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches are "profoundly concerned 
with the humanitarian interests and 
issues which affect the lives of the black 
majorities in the area known as Southern 
Africa," Mr. Thompson said. 

He revealed that "we learned with 
great dismay on December 12, 1972, of 
the alleged 'suicide' of the Rev. Zede
quias Manganhela on the night of De
cember 10-11, 1972, in Machava prison." 
Mr. Manganhela, aged 60, and President 
of the Presbyterian Church in Mozam
bique, was arrested on June 13, 1972, 
along with 30 other members of his de
nomination, including the vice president 
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of the Synodal Council. At least seven of 
thl' arrested men were between the ages 
of 60-75. 

On December 19, 1972, the office of 
the World Alliance of Refonned 
Churches in Geneva was informed of the 
death of Jose Sedumo, aged 60, member 
of the church council in Manjacaze, and 
one of those arrested on June 13. Ac
cording to the police, Mr. Sedumo had 
also taken his own life on July 21. The 
place of his burial had not been revealed 
and his family was not informed of his 
death until mid-December, Mr. Thomp
son said. 

The chairman of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights has been notified of 
the two "suicides," by the World Alli
ance, Mr. Thompson wrote, but the in
terrogation "of other prisoners is con
tinuing in an apparently intensified 
form." The World Alliance had "publicly 
expressed disquiet about the imprison
ment of these leaders to the Portuguese 
Ambassador in Berne" as early as on 
July 3, 1972. The international church 
federation has now urged the Portuguese 
Prime Minister Dr. Marcello Caetano to 
order an independent investigation of 
the two deaths and to publish the results, 
Mr. Thompson declared. 

The church leader noted that the 

arrest, prolonged detention without trial 
or judgment, and continued interroga
tion of these persons in Mozambique is 
not an isolated instance. Members of the 
Roman Catholic faith and hundreds of 
persons were arrested in June, while 
others have been detained for years, he 
asserted. 

-BRUNO KROKER 

PERU METHODIST CHURCH 
EXHIBITS NEW VITALITY 

A revitalized youth ministry, an evan
gelism emphasis and an urban social pro
gram using lay volunteers are on the 
present or immediate future agenda of 
the Methodist Church of Peru. 

Further, says the church's top leader, 
Peruvian Methodists continue to use and 
want United Methodist missionaries from 
the U.S., to fill particular needs and to 
"serve in partnership in the Christian 
mission." 

Interviewed on a recent visit to New 
York to confer with United Methodist 
World Division officials, Bishop Wences
lao Bahamonde is in his third year as 
head of the Methodist Church of Peru. 
The church has a constituency of about 
3,000 and came to autonomy in 1969. 
It was formerly the Peru Annual Con
ference of the United Methodist Church 
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and now has an affiliated autonomous re
lationship with United Methodism. 

Until 1972 youth work in Peruvian 
Methodism had been relatively weak, 
but this year there has been a "real 
awakening, and I have great hope for the 
future," Bishop Bahamonde said. Young 
people are determining their own pro
gram, and are seeking to participate in 
the church in new ways, he added. 

Previously there was apathy, some 
youth were outside the church criticizing 
and protesting, while still others were 
dropping out, the bishop said. Now 
youth groups are meeting for Biblical 
and theological study of mission, and 
young people "are on the inside of the 
church," urging it to involvement in 
society, he added. 

The study groups have brought to
gether three disparate groups-rad.icaL 
conservative and those in the middle who 
tended to be non-involved, Bishop Baha
monde observed. Contributing to the 
youth movement is a new national youth 
coordinator who, as part of his work, is 
meeting with 15 young people to plan a 
national consultation to which every 
church will be invited to send represen
tatives, he said, adding that "another 
good thing" is that most adults are ac
cepting the more active role of youth. 
"They're glad young people are working 
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within the church." 
The church leader stressed that evan

gelism continues as the primary task for 
Peruvian Methodists, albeit an evan
gelism that tries to relate "verbal com
munication of the Gospel to meaningful 
social ministries." In 1973 the church 
will launch a three-year emphasis which 
is to culminate as part of the World 
Methodist Council's special evangelistic 
thrust in 1975. A national consultation on 
evangelism in its many aspects, including 
the World Council of Churches' study on 
"Salvation Today," has been set by the 
church for next year, he added. 

Methodists sponsor six social centers 
in the Lima area, of which three are new, 
Bishop Bahamonde said. In several of 
these, the church is working with the 
government which encourages people to 
help themselves meet felt needs. The 
church is training lay volunteer social 
workers to serve as "enablers" in helping 
community people help themselves, the 
bishop pointed out. A young Peruvian 
graduate in social seIVice has recently 
been appointed to coordinate training of 
volunteers, he added. 

A missionary is expected from the U.S. 
to work with the lay volunteer program, 
an appointment symbolic of the kind of 
missionaries the Peru church needs, in 
the view of its top leader. "We want mis-

sionaries to meet particular needs, to 
serve as partners with us in mission," 
Bishop Bahamonde explained. He said 
the Peruvian church increasingly trains, 
orients and places missionaries. ( UMI) 

CHURCHMEN PROTEST BOMBINC, 
COLLECT MONEY FOR VICTIMS 

More than 2,000 war protesters stood 
in front of the White House in chilling 
rains to collect money that would pro
vide medical aid for victims of U.S. 
bombing raids in North Vietnam. 

The candlelight procession from New 
York Avenue Presbyterian church to 
Lafayette Park was the culmination of 
the first day of a two-day Religious Con· 
vocation/Congressional Visitation for 
Peace called by the American Friends 
Service Committee and Clergy and Laity 
(formerly Clergy and Laymen Con
cerned About Vietnam). 

On the second day, many of the pro
testers scheduled visits to the offices of 
their respective Senators and Congress
men, to press them to advance measures 
calling for a complete and permanent 
halt to bombing in Southeast Asia and 
the signing of the October agreement 
negotiated by Presidential aide Henry 
Kissinger. 

The protest was the largest in Wasll
ing in more than a year. 

There were no reported public in
cidents along the heavily guarded route 
of the procession, but inside the church, 
shortly before the scheduled speakers 
appeared, Dr. Carl Mcintire, the ultra
fundamentalist preacher of the "20th 
Century Reformation House" strode to 
the pulpit and announ.:ed: "We want 
victory." 

The assembly immediately drowned 
him out with "We shall overcome" and 
he was asked to leave. As he was being 
escorted out of the sanctuary, he slipped 
and fell and claimed he had been 
tripped. This was denied by those close 
to the scene. 

The Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Yale 
University chaplain, and one of the chief 
spokesmen for the Convocation, said the 
protest was scheduled to coincide with 
the opening of the 93rd Congress be
cause it is now up to Senators and Rep
resentatives to put limits on the Presi
dent. 

"Since October, President Nixon has let 
peace run through his fingers," Dr. 
Coffin said. "Not since the Civil War 
have the American people wanted peace 
as badly as they want it now. Therefore, 
we appeal to Congress to end our dis
may by seeing to it that this dreadful 
war comes to an end at last." 
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The war is not winding down, Dr. 
Coffin said. "It is simply becoming more 
obscene." 

The war critic asked that all aid be cut 
off from war operations. "Some will 
argue that such Congressional action will 
undermine the President's power to 
negotiate. That is exactly what we have 
in mind. For if peace was at hand, the 
President should never have allowed it 
to slip through our fingers." 

He said others would argue that South 
Vietnam's President Thieu is "unhappy" 
and that "we must not desert a brave 
ally." 

"Why should America fight for one 
who has himself deserted every demo
cratic principle worth defending?" Dr. 
Coffin asked. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations said 
the United States must put pressure on 
President Thieu to release the more than 
200,000 persons said to be political 
prisoners in South Vietnam. 

"Few Americans would accept a settle
ment which did not include release of 
all captured U.S. personnel," the rabbi 
said. "We must recognize the legitimacy 
of the Vietnamese demands and insist 
that Saigon release the political prisoners 
it now holds captive. 

"The U.S. cannot abdicate its responsi
bility in this matter any more than it 
can deny its complicity in the creation 
of the 'tiger cage' prisons and the un
conscionable toleration of what the world 
knows goes on in them. It is a breeding 
place and a school for the very ideologies 
this country is in Vietnam ostensibly to 
root out," Rabbi Brickner said. 

Former Attorney General Ramsay 
Clark, who is leading a drive to raise $3 
million to rebuild a destroyed hospital in 
North Vietnam, said true peace will come 
"when we insist on the human dignity of 
everyone." 

He told the crowd that President 
Nixon's peace theme is inadequate. 
"Peace with honor is redundant. Peace is 
honor." 

(RNS) 

METHODISTS NAME COMMITTEE 
TO WORK FOR UNION IN INDIA 

The Methodist Church in Southern 
Asia (MCSA), faced with a decision on 
implementing a United Methodist Judi
cial Council ruling clearing away legal 
questions to union with the Church of 
North India (CNI), has named a 35-
member consultation committee to nego
tiate with CNI on consummation of 
union. 

The MCSA, w ich officially is the 
Southern Asia Central Conference of the 
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United Methodist Church, voted at the 
conference's regular quadrennial session 
November 28-December 5 in Jabalpur 
to name the high level committee to 
work out with CNI representatives re
maining steps for merger. The principal 
question, according to reports, seems to 
be timing. 

The MCSA, with 600,000 membns 
(largest United Methodist body outside 
the U.S.), was scheduled to go into union 
in November, 1970, with six other de
nominations. However, a special Central 
Conference voted not to join in forming 
the CNI, even though India's 11 annual 
conferences had approved merger by 
more than the needed two-thirds vote 
and the 1969 Central Conference had 
"commended" the Plan of Union to the 
annual conferences. 

(UMI) 

INVESTIGATIONS OF CHURCHES 
BY IRS IS CONFERENCE TOPIC 

The Church and the Internal Revenue 
Service was the topic of the fust-of-its
kind conference in December bringing 
lawyers and executives from several Prot
estant communions together to trade in
formation and share counsel. 

The issue was as small as 501-c-3 of 
the IRS code-and as large as the con
stitutional prohibition against the state's 
taxing religious institutions. 

It is receiving new attention from the 
churches as a result of a recent spate of 
IRS investigations of church mission 
agencies, investigations which carry with 
them the implied threat of denial of tax 
exemption. 

Recent IRS investigations were de
tailed at the session. The Reverend Mr. 
Antonio Medina, former director of a 
settlement house in Southern California, 
said its examination began when efforts 
had been made by its board to move 
from a traditional charity to a commu
nity-controlled c:nganization. The IRS in
vestigation, while it uncovered nothing 
to warrant a reversal of the tax exempt 
status, generated enough bad publicity 
and fear in the community effectively to 
halt the effort, he said. 

The Reverend Mr. Blaine Ramsey, di
rector of the Illinois Consortia on Social 
Action, talked about a similar investiga
tion of the United Front of Cairo, Illi
nois; the Reverend Mr. Chris Hartmire 
told of an attempt by the IRS to investi
gate the National Farm Worker Ministry. 
The National Council of Churches' Rev
erend Mr. Dean Kelley explained the 
moves and counter-moves made to in
vestigate the NCC. 

In afternoon workshops, several ideas 
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RABBI HESCHEL DIES 
NEW YORK-Rabbi Abraham Joshua 

Heschel, one of the 20th Century's foremost 
Jewish theologians, died in New York at the 
age of 65. Although Rabbi Heschel was 
primarily known for his scholarly writings, 
he was also a prominent figure in social
action movements of the 1960's, including 
the civil rights and anti-war campaigns. 

He also made his mark as an ecumenical 
leader. At a Vatican meeting with Pope Paul 
VI in 1964, he urged that the Second 
Vatican Council, then in session, issue a 
strong declaration on the Jews. The Council 
later passed a resolution repudiating the 
concept of Jewish guilt for the crucifixion of 
Christ. In 1965, Rabbi Heschel became the 
first rahbi appointed to the non-denomina
tional Union Theological Seminary faculty 
when he served as a visiting professor. 

A native of Poland, Rabbi Heschel studied 
in Germany and remained there until 1938, 
when he returned to Warsaw. When Poland 
was invaded by Nazi Germany, he went to 
London, and in 1940 he went on to the U.S. 
He taught at Hebrew Union College in Cin
cinnati until 1945 when he ioined the 
faculty of Jewish Theological Seminary in 
New York and was still on its faculty at the 
time of his death. 

surfaced. One was for churches to create 
a joint defense counsel for smaller or
ganizations being investigated by the 
IRS. Another suggested promoting legis
lative relief in Congress. 

One group declared the government 
was not concerned about church state
ments, but efforts by the churches to 
move into the legislative area. 
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